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LESSON 1

After Moses ran away to Midian, he probably had time to think about  
what happened. If he decided to write a letter to tell you all about it,
what might he have said? Fill in the blanks in the letter below. Tell 
the story the way Moses might have.

Dear ___________________________: [your name]

You won’t believe what I did! A few days ago, I saw an Egyptian
__________________________________________________________.

I was so angry
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________.

The next day I saw __________________________________________.

When I tried to stop them, one said ____________________________
__________________________________________________________.

I got so scared I _____________________________________________
__________________________________________________________.

I was wrong because I ________________________________________
instead of following God’s directions. The next time I try to do things
my own way, I’ll ____________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________.

Good-bye for now,
Moses

Promises, Promises . . .
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P
haraoh1 decided to make
slaves of the Hebrews. They

had to work very hard making
bricks to build Pharaoh’s cities.
The slave drivers were mean and
often beat them. But the Hebrew
people kept growing in numbers.

Read Exodus 1:15-17. What did
Pharaoh order the midwives2 to
do? Why didn’t Shiphrah and
Puah3 obey Pharaoh?

Then Pharaoh
gave this order
to all his
people: “Every
boy that is

born you must throw into the Nile,
but let every girl live.” 

Now a man of the house of Levi
married a Levite woman, and she
became pregnant and gave birth to
a son. When she saw that he was a
fine child, she hid him for three
months. But when she could hide

him no longer, she got a papyrus
basket for him and coated it with
tar and pitch. Then she placed the
child in it and put it among the
reeds along the bank of the Nile.

Was it right for the midwives 
and the mother to disobey
Pharaoh? Why?

One day, after Moses4 had grown 
up, he went out to where his own
people were and watched them at
their hard labor. He saw an Egyptian
beating a Hebrew, one of his own
people. Glancing this way and
that and seeing no one, he
killed the Egyptian and hid
him in the sand. The next
day he went out and
saw two Hebrews
fighting. He asked

2 • Lesson 1

2Midwives were
like nurses. They
helped mothers

give birth to their
babies.

3Pronounced
SHIF-rah and

PEW-ah.

4The name Moses sounds like
the Hebrew words for “draw

out,” referring to the way he’d
been drawn out of the river. 

1Egyptians 
called their 

kings pharaohs. 
Many people believed

the pharaohs were gods.

Exodus 1:22; 2:1-3,
11-14

BIBLE STUDY FROM EXODUS 1:7-2:15

I’ll Do It 
My Way!
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the one in the wrong, “Why are you
hitting your fellow Hebrew?” 

The man said, “Who made you
ruler and judge over us? Are you
thinking of killing me as you killed
the Egyptian?” Then Moses was
afraid and thought, “What I did
must have become known.”

What did Moses do to the Egyptian
who was beating the Hebrew?
What did Moses do the next day?
Who was Moses trusting in? Why?

When
Pharaoh
heard what
Moses did, he
tried to kill him.
Moses had to run
away to Midian.5

5Pronounced MID-ee-un. The
country was named after Midian,
a son born to Abraham and his

new wife after Sarah died.
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4 • Lesson 1

How well do you know today’s Key Verse? Let’s find out! At the bottom of the page, each
missing word from the verse has a different color. For each word, start at the dot that

is the same color as the word blanks. To fill in the blanks, follow the lines that have the
same color. Letters can be used more than once, and you may need to backtrack several
times to complete some words. We have given you the very first letter—“M.”

KEY VERSE

“M _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ not _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ , _ _ _ _ _ _ _ are  _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ my  _ _ _ _ ,” declares the LORD.

Isaiah 55:8

1105210-L01-BIL.pdf  12/7/09  8:25 AM  Page 4


