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ALBANIA 
CHALLENGE '95 

by Paul Meeks 
Paul and Darlene will 
depart for missionary 

service in Albania in 1995 

A partial view 
of a Sunday 

afternoon 
worship 

congregation in 
Durres, Albania 
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One of the para bl es Jesus told was 
regarding the shepherd who left ninety
nine sheep and sought after the one that 
was lost until he found it. He concluded the 
story by saying there was great rejoicing 
over the finding of the one lost sheep. 

If Jesus were to speak of Albania today, 
I wonder what parable he would use. He 

would be more apt to refer to ninety-nine 
that were lost and only one that was safe. 
Even that ratio does not adequately depict 
the condition that prevails in Albania today, 
for out of the total population of three and 
a half million, there are only ten thousand 
known evangelical Christians. 

God certainly did not bring down the 
walls of communism in Alhania and other 
countries only to bring about political and 
economic freedom, as important as that is. 
God surely wants them t0 know the 
freedom that comes with deliverance from 
the bondage of sin. Our Albania challenge 
is to preach \hrist and the true freedom He 
can bring. It is our goal to make Hirn 
known to the Albanian people as the Savior 
of the whole world. They must have the 

opportunity to choose eternal life instead of 
eternal death, to choose to follow Christ 
rather than to continue on their downward 
path. 

After spending two weeks in Albania in 
July with a work and witness team 
earnestly seeking God's will for the church 
and for the new outreach in that country, 
we felt that God was leading us to become 
the first resident missionaries of The 
Wesleyan Church. We look forward to a 
three-year term beginning in February of 
1995. Although we have had 16 years in 
pastorates in the United States and 26 years 
in missionary service in other countries, we 
now face an awesome challenge that is 
much bigger than we are capable of 
fulfilling. We go with the assurance that 
His promises are adequate and that He is 
faithful to His Word. 

We will be joining Olti and Onieda 
Kota, an Albanian brother and sister, who 
are having Bible studies with non-believers 
and discipleship studies with new 
Christians. Onieda, who is a university 
graduate, is also teaching English classes 
using lessons based on the Bible. Some 
people in the English classes have professed 
faith in Christ. Most of the fourteen new 
believers are young people and children, 
but some of the parents are interested and 
seem to be almost ready to accept Christ. 

There is opposition. Some parents have 
forbidden their children to continue in the 
Bible studies. Some have laughed at those 
who bow their heads and pray before 
meals. Others have allowed their children 
to be in the English classes but have 
reminded them that they are not Christians. 
In some villages where believers have gone 
to witness and distribute literature, there 
has been open persecution. Believers have 
been threatened and driven out. But God's 
Word is advancing. 

We look forward to being involved in 



home Bible studies with adults as well as 
children and youth. We have been assured 
that our age and experience will give us 
credibility among the older people that will 
enable us to have unique opportunities to 
lead them to faith in Christ. 

We hope to establish a center in Durres, 
a seacoast city of nearly 100,000 with only 
two evangelical congregations. We are 
asking the Lord to help us see a strong 

church established from which there can be 
outreach to the surrounding areas and 
ultimately throughout the country. We 
believe that there will be a number of 
Wesleyan congregations established 
through which the message of full salvation 
can be preached and that Wesleyans will 
have a vital role in discipling this former 
communistic atheistic nation for Christ. 

We are dedicating the next years of our 
lives to reaching 
Albania with the 
gospel. We 
believe that we 
can count on 
Wesleyans to join 
in prayer, in 
giving, and in 
going as God 
leads. The exiting 
challenge of 
reaching Albania 
for Christ is 
before The 
Wesleyan Church. 
We are personally 
ready to ac ept 
the challenge. 
Are you? 

Exterior of the 
mission center in 
Durres, Albania. 

700,000 military 
bunkers dot the 
Albanian landscape, 
a grim reminder of 
the past communist 
regime under 
Hoxha. 
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The Macedonian Call: 
ALBANIA byDr.DavidKeith 

Crowded 
apartments 

dominate the 
Durres residential 

area. Living 
conditions 
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L ocated immediately northwest of Greece 
and bordered by the Adriatic Sea, Albania 
lies directly across from the heel of Italy. 
Only 100 miles wide and 211 miles long, this 
small country, about the size of Maryland, 
has a population of 3.3 million. The entire 
population speaks Albanian but English is 
being learned and is spoken by many. 

Although originally part of Macedonia 
where apostle Paul preached and 
performed mighty signs and wonders 
(Romans 15:19), it has come over a long 
rocky road since first its people heard the 
gospel of Christ. For over 45 years, Albania 
has been totally closed to the gospel. It was 
officially proclaimed an atheist state in 
1967. After the death of Enver Hoxha in 
1985, founder and leader of the Albanian 
Communist Party, the Communists 

Chesapeake district superintendent 

maintained a stronghold on the country 
under Ramiz Alia, Hoxha's successor. This 
lasted until 1989, when popular pressures 
intensified by the fall of the Soviet-style 
regimes throughout Eastern Europe led to 
the legalization of political parties. In April 
1991, multi-party elections were held and 
the awakening country overthrew the 
oppressive regime and elected a democratic 
government. 

.. E! $ ZI I ' 

Berat: an inland city of over 35,000. 
Founded by the Illyrians, Berat was 
captured by the Romans in 200 BC and has 
been preserved as a museum city. Berat is 
charming and authentically intact. 

Durres: a city of over 60,000 located on the 
Adriati coast about 25 miles west of 

continued on page 6 
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Tirana. The largest seaport, Durres is 
developing into a major industrial center. 
A super four-six lane highway is now being 
built linking Durres to Tirana. A new 
international airport is to be constructed 
between the two cities. 

Tirana: Albania's capital and largest city. 
Its population is 250,000 and it is still the 
chief industrial and cultural center. It is 
here that the stamp of Communist rule was 
the strongest, and it is here where the 
process of change is most dramatically seen 
and felt. 

I £: $ Xi I ' 

The interest of the Chesapeake District 
(formerly the Capital and Delmarva 
Districts) in reaching Albania began when 
we were challenged by the Department of 
World Missions to concentrate our efforts in 
Albania. We had been looking at Eastern 
Europe and wondering where the Lord 
would have us concentrate our efforts. In 
April 1993, a team of seven went to explore 
the possibilities. As we witnessed the 
many people and the extreme poverty, we 
came away determined to be a part of this 
historic moment and committed to making 
an eternal difference in Albania. 

Since that first team, the Chesapeake 
District has sent five "Work and Witness" 
teams. They have been involved in city and 
village evangelism, carpentry, plumbing, 
electrical and construction work, as well as 
repairing buildings, and delivering medical 
supplies to hospitals and clinics. English 
classes were started using the Bible as the 
textbook. A computer and printer were 
supplied for office use. Through it all, we 
have helped demonstrate to the Albanian 
people what is meant by "shoe leather 
Christianity." In response, their hearts have 
been opened by the Holy Spirit to hear and 
receive the glorious message of salvation. 

During our stay in 1993, we met several 
young Christians. Two young people, Olti 
and Onieda Kota (brother and sister) are 
dedicated Christians. They won our hearts 
as we fellowshipped with them. That next 
fall they were our guests to the Chesapeake 
District. They joined the Dayspring 
Wesleyan Church in Bowie, Maryland, and 
then returned to Albania under the support 
of the district. They have been joined by 
the Robert Kota family and together make 
up the resident Wesleyan team in Albania. 

However, from the very beginning, we 
have been praying that God would provide 
a missionary couple that could serve The 
Wesleyan Church and Albania for at least 
three years. God wonderfully answered 
prayer when Rev. Paul and Darlene Meeks 
felt God's confirming call to Albania. 
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As we look to the future, the 
Chesapeake District has a five 
year partnership agreement with 
the Wesleyan World Missions. At 
the end of five years, the entire 
Albanian ministry will be under 
the direction of the Department of 
World Missions. Until that time, 
we are committed to seeing the 
church prosper in A l bania. Our 
goals are to 

1. Develop eigh t preaching 
po in ts/congregations 

2. Purchase property for a 
church in Durres. 

3. Purchase property for the 
Bible Training Center and 
missionary residence. 

4. Establish a job training 
center. 

5. Send "Work and Witness" 
teams annually. 
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A Church 
for Albania 
Pastor Ron Pickett, farmer Wesleyan 
missionary to Brazil, joined the "Work 
and Witness" team from the 
Chesapeake District on their trip to 
Albania last July. While he was there 
to repair a building, he was keenly 
aware that the foundation for a much 
bigger building was being laid-the 
church of Jesus Christ in the minds and 
hearts of Albanian believers. Ron came 
away convinced that God is building a 
church for himself and for Albania. 

God is already at work in Albania, 
building His church; not a building, but 
a group of believers who have become 
children of God. Much earlier, God 
began working in the hearts of Don 
Bray, David Keith, and Bernie LaTour 
providing for the deep-seated hunger of 
people who did not know God and who 
had not heard of Jes us. 

Oneida received a Bible from a 
visitor. When she opened the Bible, the 
first words her eyes focused on were 
"Our Father which art in Heaven .... " 
Her own father had passed away several 
years previously and the words took on 
a special meaning. Soon she embraced 
God as her Heavenly Father and Jesus 
Christ as her Lord and Savior. Olti, her 
brother, and her mother soon followed 
her example. 

Robert was Oneida's cousin. His son, 
Rubin, a twelve year old, had given his 

by Ron Pickett 
Pastors at Emmanuel Wesleyan 
Church in Baltimore, Maryland 

heart to the Lord a year ago. At a prayer 
meeting, Rubin prayed with fervency 
and passion. Robert is a very dynamic, 
persuasive man who also worked with 
us on the building project. He is the 
type of person who gets things done! 
He invited us to his home for 
refreshments and fellowship. Robert 
believes in God but is not yet a 
Christian. One day when our group 
visited a mountain village, Robert went 
along. Rev. Kevin Goos shared his 
testimony with a group of villagers. A 
young man spoke up telling us that he 
was an atheist. It was Robert who took 
a Bible and began to talk to the young 
man showing him that there indeed 
was a God. I could almost hear Jesus' 
words, "Robert, you are not far from the 
Kingdom of God." 

Hasan, a carpenter, was in charge of 
maintenance of the nursery where our 
work team was working. Hasan and his 
family were Muslims. He worked with 
us for a couple of days in the daycare 
center. On Sunday afternoon, we were 
invited to his house for sodas and 
melons. When we asked Hasan to go 
with us to church that evening, he 
agreed and came bringing his children. 
Pray that Hasan and his family will 
come to know Jes us. 

A young woman in the home where 
team member John Mills stayed, told 
John, "I now have God in my life." 
Oneida met with her and explained the 
way more perfectly and confirmed the 
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decision she had made. Another 
believer was added to the church. 

I stayed with Arnest and his family. 
One evening when I had planned on 
going to the beach, I began sharing with 
Arnest. I shared my personal testimony, 
my love for Jesus Christ, and what it 
means to be a Christian. Arnest speaks 
some English but it was difficult to 
make him understand. We forgot the 
beach and talked for over two hours 
about God's Word and the Christian life. 
He told me that the only ones coming to 
Albania were young people. "They are 
reaching the children and young people, 

but no one is trying to reach the adults." 
I discovered that Albanians deeply 
respect the elderly. How thankful I was 
when I learned that veteran 
missionaries Paul and Darlene Meeks 
had accepted the call to go to Albania. 
Pray that Arnest and Tiuta, his wife, 
will soon accept the God their three 
sons Andi, Redi, and Arti have chosen 
to serve. 

Our team served as witnesses. God 
continues to build His church in 
Albania, not a building , but a growing 
group of believers who have become 
children of God. 



God's Plan 
in Motion 
It began in a local church board meeting. 
We had been brainstorming ideas for 
connecting with people in our community. 
One idea was to conduct a Police 
Appreciation Day. We all liked the idea and 
decided to pursue it. Last spring, I met 
with the chief of police in Alexandria, 
Virginia, to work out a plan. Chief Samara 
suggested 
that perhaps 
our church 
could host 
the yearly 
memorial 
service held in 
honor of officers 
killed in the line 
of duty. While 
that plan did not 
work out, another 
one was set 
motion. 

In a gesture of 
appreciation, Chief 
Samara invited me to attend a rally 
at the White House on April 14. The 
purpose of the rally was to raise support for 
the National Crime Bill. I accepted the 
invitation and looked forward to the event. 

On April 13, our church held its annual 
meeting. As District Superintendent Dr. 
David Keith began the meeting, he shared 
some concerns and announcements. "The 
country of Albania is the focus of our 
district missions outreach." Dr. Keith 
began, "Having only been free from 
communism for a few years, it is in dire 
need of the gospel." He went on to express 
the need for property to be purchased and 
how difficult that would be in that it had 
been fifty years since there had been 
private ownership of land. We were 
encouraged to pray. 

The following day I attended the rally 

by Kevin Goos 
Pastors the First Wesleyan Church 

in Alexandria, Virginia 

with Chief Samara. As I sat on the White 
House lawn, I was absorbed with watching 
the hundreds of people milling about 
waiting for the president to arrive. My 
attention was drawn to a man just two seats 
down speaking to another with a definite 
foreign accent. I picked up the words "I am 
from Albania ... " My heart skipped a beat. I 

could hardly believe my ears. I moved 
in closer waiting for an 
opportunity to speak. 

"You are from 
Albania?" I asked. "Yes," 
he replied. "What do 
you do for a living?" I 
queried. "I am the 
chief of staff for the 
prime minister .... " 

With that, a 
conversation and a 
relationship 
began. I jumped 
in excitedly 
describing our 
district and its 

connection with Albania. A week later, Mr. 
Rustan Petrele had dinner in our home, and 
the following week, he had dinner with our 
district leadership. 

Seeds have been planted. By 
coincidence? I don't think so. By design? 
Definitely. There is no logical reason why a 
twenty-four year old pastor should be 
sitting at the White House talking to the 
chief of staff of the prime minister from 
Albania. Yet, God's ways are higher than 
our ways and His thoughts higher than our 
thoughts (Isaiah 55:8). 

In July, I visited Albania with the team 
from our district. It is exciting and 
humbling be a part of God's plan to reach 
the world. I am excited about future 
ministries in Albania and the numerous 
opportunities for outreach. 

ww/ 9 



TWO WEEKS 
LAST JULY 

THE COUNTRY.-AlBANIA 

THE TOWN-OURRES 

THE SITUATION-0ESPERA1E 

above: Street 
scene in front 

of day nursery in 
Durres, Albania 
middle: Exterior 
the day nursery. 

right: Interior 
of day nursery 

before restoration. 
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For two weeks last July, I stepped back in 
time. 

listened, 
felt the 
bondage of a 
people who 
had lived in 
fear. Every 
third person 
was a spy. 
Neighbors 
spied on 
neighbors, 

three 
years ago, this 
tiny country, the 
poorest in all 
of Europe, was a 
communism and 
dictatorship. As I 

children on parents, and brother on brother. 
It was illegal to listen to any broadcast from 
outside the country and no telecast came in. 
To speak against the government or to 
complain about the lack of food or other 
necessities, was forbidden. No one was 
allowed to mention the name of God, to 
pray, or to have a Bible or anything with 
religious significance in their possession. 
One family showed me the secret 
compartment in their cabinet where they 
had kept their Bible under lock and key. 

by Jack McCollough 
Layman from Phoenix, Arizona 

Seven hundred and fifty thousand 
steel-reinforced concrete bunkers scattered 
throughout cities and countryside are 
evidence of the rule of fear and oppression. 
Modern conveniences such as cars, 
telephones, and refrigerators were only for 
the very wealthy. 

After visiting Russia, I thought no place 
could be so desperate. However, I had not 
yet been to Albania. The Communist 
regime left the country in shambles. Streets 
and buildings are in disrepair and piles of 
rubbish line the streets. Poverty is a way of 
life. The average annual earnings are 
approximately $400. Most people shop the 
"black market" where everything from 

electric fans to 
bananas are sold 
along the streets. I 
visited one family 
which did not have a 
refrigerator until 
April of this year. 
This family of six 
lives in a one 
bedroom apartment. 



They are more fortunate 
than most because the father 
sells potatoes on the street ,... .... ....._-..:;;-:"'.'.~-"' 
earning three to four dollars 
a day. 

Our teams' primary 
responsibility, however, was 

to sow seeds and 
help those who 
could not help 
themselves. We 
did so by 
repairing and 
restoring a day 
nursery. Rotted 
floors, broken 
windows, 
unpainted walls, 
and sweltering heat (80 degrees 
with 80 percent humidity) 
greeted us. With the help of a 
few young Albanians, we went 
to work. We took our own tools 
and attacked the problems head 
on. Securing lumber was a 
different story. Finally it 

arrived-by horse cart. Two weeks later, all 
the rooms were painted, two new floors 
were installed, doors were repaired, and six 
ceiling fans were hung. The nursery staff 
repeatedly expressed their gratitude. One, 
a Muslim, came to the Sunday evening 
church service. Good seeds were sown that 
will yet yield a harvest. 

As our team of ten traveled throughout 
Albania, my heart was stirred. Physical 
and spiritual poverty abound. Yet, in the 
midst of the desperation, hope also 
abounds. Those who have made previous 
visits to Albania say progress is being 
made. Italy and other countries are 

beginning to send food and supplies. 
Through church groups and organizations, 
such as Operation Mobilization, the gospel 
light is beginning to shine. The people of 
Albania have lived in great darkness. Yet, 
for them, the Light of the world shines, 
piercing through the decades of 
communism and oppression, illuminating 
the way to a new day. 

left: Dr. David 
Keith painting 
during restoration 
below: One room 
in the nursery 
after two weeks 
of work. 
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Sierra Leone 
On November 9, 1994, Mission 

Director Marion Vreugdenhil called from 
Freetown, Sierra Leone, to report on 
recent rebel activity. On November 7, 300 
renegade soldiers attacked the northern 
town of Kabala destroying many 
buildings, killing some people, and driving 
many into the bush. The Wesleyan 
district superintendent, Sam Kargbo, 
survived unharmed. 

It was rumored that the rebels might 
be moving toward Kamakwie Hospital 
station. The entire missionary team 
traveled to Freetown to escape the 
possibility of a rebel attack. In late 
November, the staff safely returned to the 
hospital. Wesleyans are invited to pray 
for the ministry and facilities of The 
Wesleyan Church in Sierra Leone, the 
safety of the people, and for peace. 

Zambia 
Dan and Nancy Gormong report 

answered prayer since returning to 
Zambia for their assignment at Pilgrim 
Wesleyan Seminary. God's Spirit has 
been present on campus despite an 
unusual number of crises. High voltage 
has damaged a number of pieces of 
computer equipment and at the end of 
July, Leonard Simanyanga, maintenance 
director at the Bible school, passed away 
following a head-on vehicle collision. 
(See page 3 of the November/December 
Wesleyan World.) 

Another crisis has been a recent 
severe water shortage due to the fact that 
the only good supply of water comes from 
an old well which recently ran completely 

e 
dry! But thanks to the help of m~ny 
recent donations, work has already begun 
to establish a new well so as to provide a 
more stable long-term source of water for 
the Bible school. 

Missionaries in Transition 
Mike and Cindy Helvie and family 

departed for South Africa on December 
15 after completing the process of 
securing their prayer and financial 
support team. Fred and Carol Cromer 
and family will delay return to North 
America for home ministries until June 
'95. Phil and Kathy Bence (and daughter 
Elizabeth) will return to Australia in 
January '95 after completing their year of 
home ministries. Carol Earl completed 
her year of home ministries and has taken 
a three month leave of absence for 
training purposes, with plans to return to 
Sierra Leone in spring 1995. 

Pakistan and Sri Lanka 
Dr. H.C. Wilson, accompanied by Rev. 

Dick Emery from f first Wesleyan Church 
in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, traveled to 
Pakistan to lead the service of dedication 
in which the LaHore Church Council 
Sharakpur was changed to The Wesleyan 
Church of Pakistan. More than 600 
people were present at the conference 
traveling from as far away as 80 miles to 
participate. Fourteen local church 
communities are now a part of The 
Wesleyan Church of Pakistan. 

The administrative visit to Sri Lanka 
was limited due to the fact that the 
opposition candidate for president in the 



upcoming elections in Sri Lanka had just 
been assassinated. After the imposed 
curfew was lifted, Dr. Wilson presided 
over a service in the First Wesleyan 
Church in Sri Lanka, which included the 
dedication of two babies and the baptism 
of nine believers. 

Gbendembu Bible School 
Perry Hubbard reports the completion 

of the new library at Gbendembu Bible 
School. Over 4000 books are now 
available in the library for student use, 
including one room which is set aside for 
staff to use for preparation of their daily 
classes. For the Gbendembu Bible 
School construction project, preliminary 
construction work has begun on a new 
dormitory designed to house families. As 
additional funds become available, it is 
hoped that the facility can be completed 
by September 1995. 

Colombia 
Marcus and Dixie Dean report on a 

positive national pastors' retreat held in 
September. Dr. Saturnina Garcia brought 
a challenge, leaving leaders with a greater 
desire to encourage growth throughout 
Colombian Wesleyan churches. In 
connection with future growth, the Deans 
report the third term of the school year 
has begun at the Wesleyan Bible Institute 
with a solid group of students who have 
returned for studies. God has answered 
prayer for many by providing the financial 
means to continue their studies. 

YES Ministry looks to Albania 
A YES Ministry team of the Youth 

Department led by Rev. Kevin Goos, 
pastor in the Chesapeake District, will be 
in Albania July 3-15, 1995. The deadline 
for applications is April 15, 1995. If you 

are interested in sharing the Gospel with 
the people of one of the most spiritually 
poor countries, please call for more 
information at 317-595-4187. 

LISTENING TO THE RUSSIAN SOUL 
How do the Russian friends of 

Wesleyan CoMission team members feel 
about God? Their own poignant words 
tell the story best. 

"Russia has lost her God. I think it is 
almost impossible for the generation of 
my parents and for my generation to get 
God back ... Maybe for our children," from 
an 18-year-old university student who is a 
language tutor for two CoMissioners. 

"Atheist." Sitting at the kitchen table 
of two of our CoMissioners, Rudolph, an 
engineer-turned-plumber, pointed to 
himself and said this one word of the few 
English words he knows. 

"I almost believe in God ... but it is so 
hard ... I was trained as a Communist," 
explained Nina, the extra-curricular 
coordinator at the Teacher Development 
Center. 

"Could I have another Bible? My 
students have been asking for mine for 
two days. I haven't been able to read it 
every day because they wanted it." This 
explanation was given to CoMissioners 
working in a school in Ryazan. 

"It is easy for you to believe in God, 
because your parents do, and they taught 
you; but for us, it is hard to believe, 
because our parents taught us there was 
no God. 

"We have not been able to study the 
Bible or religion at all or even think about 
it for so long that our minds are empty." 

"Why do you use Jesus Christ as the 
model for morality and not Lenin? 

"Lenin was our model for morality. 
Now we have none. That is why we are 
so interested in what you bring." 



Wesleyan CoMission Teams 

OFFANDR 
"Is it a dream? Or is it real? Here I sit in my hotel room 
on the top floor of the Ismailova Hotel listening as the 
sounds of Moscow drift through the open, unscreened 
window. From my vantage point on the 28th floor, I have 
a view of a lake, forests, and the ever-present high-rise 
apartment buildings. In the distance, I see a train winding 
slowly through the trees. In the foreground the distinctive 
onion-dome turrets of a church stand center stage. I'm in 
Russia! Not, it isn't a dream? L Rebecca Higgins, arrived 
in Russia last night to begin my CoMission assignment." 
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Those were the first impressions the assistant 
team leader for the Wesleyan CoMission team in 
Nizhny-Novgorod, upon her arrival in Moscow 
in mid-August. Now after several months in her 
assignment, she can tell of friendships formed 
with babushkas (Russian grandmothers) who sit 

on the bench outside her apartment building. 
And of winning the affection and undying 
loyalty of young boys by playing Frisbee with 
them. And of stumbling through several weeks 
of trying to learn enough Russian to do her 
shopping and getting on and off busses. And of 
making friends for a lifetime with her 
interpreter. 

Best of all, she can tell of "real" CoMission 
work being done in schools in Nizhny 
Novgorod. This city became the focus of 
Wesleyan World Missions for its teams after 

G 
in Russia 

General Director Don Bray and a group of 
Wesleyan leaders visited Nizhny Novgorod 
more than a year before the team arrived. Dr. 
Bray assured the director of a school they 
visited, "We shall return to teach your children 
about God." The director responded with tears 
in his eyes, "We passionately await your return." 
The promise has been kept! 

The actual work of presenting the 
curriculum on Christian ethics and morality 
usually follows a convocation in a given city 
during which the idea is introduced to 
educational officials and teachers. Nizhny 
Novgorod was to be different! Permission had 
not been granted by education authorities for a 
convocation prior to the arrival of our team 
there, but there was an open door in the Teacher 
Development Center for dialog about the whole 
CoMission project. After several weeks of 
conversations by our team leaders and Dr. Ken 
Blake with the administrative officials of the 
center, arrangements were made to hold a mini 
convocation at the retreat center owned and 
operated by the Center. 

Nina, director of extra curricular activities 
for the center cautioned against moving too fast. 
She explained, "We have a Russian proverb 
which says, 'It takes a long time to hitch a horse, 
but then the horse runs fast."' God honored the 
cautious approach with a fruitful 
mini - convocation attended by more than 60 
teachers and administrators from the city and 
the region. By the end of the conference, the 
response was overwhelming with words of 
praise for the demonstration of the team's 
genuine love and for the expertise with which 
the teaching materials were presented. Team 
members are now working in several schools in 
which teachers or directors gave personal 
invitations to team members, and they expect to 
be in others soon. 

Perhaps the most significant development 
was that the Institute for Educational 
Development decided to schedule a class in this 
curriculum as a part of their on-going teacher 



by Virginia Wright 
Dr. & Mrs. Wayne and Virginia Wright serve as coordinators 

for the Wesleyan CoMission Office in Marion, Indiana 

training program. That means that the teachers 
from the city and oblast will be introduced to 
this course as as they go through their re
certification or new certification process. 

Another team of seven will join the first 
team in this city of more than two million 
people at the end of January, 1995. A full
fledged convocation is being scheduled for 
March, and we believe that Nina's proverb w~ll 
prove to be prophetic. It has taken a while to 
"hitch the horse, but now it seems to be 
running" in Nizhny Novgorod. 

The story has been different in Ryazan, the 
other city where Wesleyan CoMission volunteers 
are serving, a proud city of 500,000 people 
steeped in 900 years of history. It has 71 schools, 
4 military academies, and is the birthplace of 
Pavlov. A convocation was held in May, and the 

top education official in the city pledged himself 
to work with the team even before they arrived 
in August. By late September, the team of nine 
people had been organized into four sub-teams 
working in schools #50, #41, #52, and #71! 

During the last week of October, schools #5, 
#57, #63, and #34 were added. Yes, schools have 
numbers, not names in Russia! At the end of a 
director's meeting for these schools, Galina rose 
to her feet and said in flawless English, "I am a 
Christian! I have prayed that God would send 
you to my school. We need you more than you 

know." Another director explained that his 
school was in a crime ridden area, and he was 
anxious for someone to come to his school to 
teach Christian family values and morals. 

The "horse is running fast" in Ryazan! But 
already the team members are concerned about 
who will take their place next summer when 
their year is finished. The work they are doing 
must be continued until there are "champion" 
Russian teachers who will receive Jesus into 
their own hearts and pledge themselves to carry 
on the work. 

Heidi Decker gives the challenge - "We've 
seen the doors of this city open to us. In 
realizing how much work there is to do here, I 
also see beyond this year when there will need 
to be more workers. Please be praying for God 
to raise up more people who will come here to 
finish the work in the next two years. Please 
also be willing to hear God's voice in your own 
life if you think He might be asking you to go. I 
am concerned about this because I see the need 
even more now than I did before." 

Is God calling you to spend a year of your life 
sharing the wonderful 
good news about Jesus with the Russian people? 
You are desperately needed. You can go if you 
.... are single or married 
... are at least 20 years old or have completed 
two years of college 
... are a born again Christian with a growing 
vital relationship with Jesus 
... are strong enough to walk 5 miles a day 
... are willing for God to stretch you. 

Call or write to the Wesleyan CoMission Office 
today. 

Phone: 1-800-RUSSIA 

Wesleyan CoMission Office 
4 f08 S Washington St. 

Marion, IN 46953 
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R eading about the Centro Nuevo Vision 
church in Mexico City is like reading an account 
of the early church in the Book of Acts. Where 
there is Life, there is change and growth and 
reproduction. Centro Nuevo Vision congrega
tion reflects all of these-a testimony to the 
fai thfulness of God and to the power of 
redemption. 
Marco Antonio and Ester 

Over a year ago, during a neighborhood 
evangelistic campaign, we met a young woman 
named Ester. She had become a Christian 
before she married, but her husband was not 
interested in spiritual matters and would not 
let the family attend church. When summer
time came, she brought her two young 
daughters to vacation Bible school. On the last 
day, all the parents were invited to the special 
service. For first time, Ester's husband, Marco 
Antonio, came to the church. He was quite 

unsure of what this was all about and was 
noticeably uncomfortable. At the same time, he 
liked the idea of children's ministry. The 
members reached out to him making him feel 
welcome. From then on, he let his wife bring 

their daughters to classes and church functions. 
In November, we had an outreach outing to 
nearby Puebla for a day at the museum and 
planetarium. Marco Antonio and his family 
joined us. 

Over the next year, we began to see more 
and more of them. Just after Christmas, Marco 
Antonio accepted Christ after a showing of 
"The Jesus Film." The couple agreed to come on 
Sunday mornings for a discipleship class. Now 
the family has truly integrated into the congre
gation. Ester, a primary school teacher, taught a 
class during this year's VBS and has even 
continued on to be a regular kindergarten 
teacher in our Sunday school. This past Sunday 
was a time of great rejoicing for me as I watched 
Marco Antonio and his wife come to the altar 
for the first time to share communion with the 
rest of the congregation. 

Eduardo and Nora 
Another young couple that has 

joined our church family is 
Eduardo and Nora. Eduardo, or 
Lalo, is the nephew of another 
young Christian, Jesus Barrerra. 
Jesus was delighted with the 
changes God had made in his 
family and became an eager evan
gelist to his own family members, 
co-workers, and neighbors. He 
gently and persistently shared 
Christ with Lalo and his wife. 
Jesus invited Lalo and his family 
over for dinner along with the 
pastor and his family so they could 
get to know one another. When it 
was time for VBS, Jesus encouraged 
them to bring their two children, 

Yunue and Oscar. The kids enjoyed the 
program, and soon the whole family began to 
get acquainted and feel at home. Nora and Lalo 
joined the discipleship program at the church, 
accepted the Lord into their lives and their 



home, and have in turn become enthusiastic in 
their new growing faith. But the chain goes on. 
Lalo shared with his cousin, Joel, who also 
accepted Christ. Now Joel is trying to bring his 
family to the Lord. 

Raul Moya 
Raul Moya is another new and regular face 

at Centro Nueva Vision. Raul was paired up to 
do his engineering thesis with Alvaro Avendano 
from our congregation. The two young men 
became fast friends. Alvaro is a quiet young 
man, but he lives out his faith plainly and 
openly. They shared their problems, as friends 
do, Alvaro always encouraging Raul that God 
has answers. It wasn't until Easter of this year 
that Raul found himself in the middle of such a 
deep personal crisis that he hit rock bottom. 
Apparently this was where he needed to be in 
order to realize that he needed God to pull him 
out! Raul turned to God, and God in His faith
fulness did indeed pull him out. Raul began 
attending church consistently with Alvaro and 
went through a discipleship class. We've found 
that when there's work to be done, he gets to it. 
More than once, when he has seen a need, he 
has found a way to meet it (like tutoring church 
kids in math.) He has embraced his new faith 
and his new Savior with his heart and his 
mind-he asks a lot of questions! The more I get 

to know him, the more I realize how God has 
blessed us with this responsible, intelligent, and 
visionary young man. 

Guadalupe Andreade 
Another eager new believer is Guadalupe 

Andreade. She lives a few blocks from the 
church. We first made contact with her through 
an evangelism campaign last December. She 
seemed very open, but her husband was not at 
all happy with the idea of "some religious guy" 
coming to talk to his wife about the Bible. A 
woman was assigned to continue to follow-up 
during the week when there was less interfer
ence from the husband, Serapio. 

Guadalupe is a humble and simple woman. 
She is embarrassed that she did not study past 
the third grade. However, the Holy Spirit has 
helped her to understand plainly that God 
desires to participate in her life and adopt her 
into His family and she has accepted Him 
wholeheartedly. 

The obstacles she encounters to her new 
faith are not uncommon here. Her husband, a 
very traditional Catholic, will hear nothing of 
visiting another church. In the meanwhile, she 
continues to attend the Catholic church services, 
but she says with a new ear to hear what is 
going on rather than planning Sunday dinner as 
she used to! She is hungry for the Word and 
looks forward eagerly to our weekly Bible study 
times. Her homework is always done, usually a 
lesson or two ahead of schedule. She shares 
what she learns with her two teenage sons, her 
neighbors, and other family members, saying, "I 
have a friend who is helping me read the Bible." 
While she is frustrated by her husband's atti
tude, she is learning that for the time being it is 
enough for her to deepen her relationship with 
God and get to know Him better. God has 
proven himself faithful to her and she is 
learning to trust Him with even bigger things. I 
am confident that in God's timing we will see 
this family, too, in Centro Nueva Vision. 
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A 

FOR THE 
Pl-LGRIM CHURCH 

IN MEXICO 

January 20, 1920, marked the beginning of 
the Pilgrim Church in Mexico. Missionaries 
Francisco H. Soltero and his wife, Nettie, 
arrived in the city of San Luis Potosi (SLP), 
in a country suffering the effects and 
consequences of a long and bloody 
revolution. During that decade, a religious 
war called "War of the Christians" made it 
very difficult to evangelize, especially in 

the central part of Mexico. However, 
during these adverse circumstances a 
church was born. 

The Solteros were sent to Mexico by a 
local church in Pasadena, California, with 
the following objectives: 1) To establish a 
missionary work, 2) To found a Bible 

by J. Rene Salas Sanchez 
Faculty member at the Bible School 

institute in order to train Mexican leaders, 
and 3) To initiate a periodical. With 
arduous and decisive work, these objectives 
were accomplished in 1930. In spite of an 
unfavorable environment, they established 
a good congregation in the city of San Luis 
Potosi and a number of churches in the 
western part of the state of San Luis Potosi. 

From the arrival of the first 
missionaries to date, the country has 
changed greatly. The government 
promoted very drastic changes in the 
political, social, economic, religious, and 
cultural areas. It modified and renovated 
the constitution with changes that have 
directly and positively affected the 
churches in Mexico. In 1992, a new 
relationship between the government and 
the churches was established, with the 
government recogmzmg the church's 
constitutionality, an aspect which was not 
previously available and without which the 
Church had no right to reclamation or to 
have a budget. Through the reforms, 
church representatives, including Pastor 
Valdemar Salas from the Pilgrim Church, 
have had two breakfasts with the president 
in his home. 

Today the government also recognizes 
the force of the evangelicals. Recently, 
representatives of different denominations, 
myself included, were invited to meet with 
presidential candidates to hear their 



governmental plans. 
A significant change has been in 

defining ownership of property. Today the 
properties that the church has acquired are 
not to be part of government property, but 
rather of the denomination. For this 
transition to take place, proof of acquisition 
of land and buildings was needed in order 
for the government to recognize and 
accredit legality and use with a document. 
On September 13, 1994, we received from 
the government the first seven documents
one for each of our churches including one 
that has been in existence since 1922. It is 
worth mentioning that our national 
leadership was attentive during the 
beginning of the reforms in February 1992 
and with great cooperation and effort from 
many, including Mission Director Ed 
Parman, we were able to acquire all the 
documents required. Praise the Lord! 

In addition, today the government is 
concerned that pastors are a group of 
people lacking guarantees, such as fair 
wages, social security for him and his 
family, housing, pension, and others. The. 

law states that churches must provide all of 
this for their pastors. We thank God that a 
fair share of districts and churches are 
making an effort to fulfill this obligation. 

On September 7, 1993, we obtained the 
registration that accredits us in the country 
as a respectable church. The official name 
of the church is Iglesia Evangelica "Los 
Peregrinos" AR., S.G.A.R. /280/93. After 
receiving this general registration, we 
worked to register the pastors and 
properties of the church. In the last 
national assembly, it was announced that 
the Church had obtained the registration 
from the Secretarfa de Hacienda y Credito 
Publico. With this document, the doors are 
opened to realize and legalize contracts and 
transactions. 

All of this has cost money and effort. 
But thanks be to God, we have finished and 
given testimony before the authorities. I 
thank the Lord and my brothers that they 
have confidence in me and support this 
very delicate commission. We will continue 
working to achieve that which remains to 
be done. 

Missionaries 
Francisco H. Soltero 
and his wife, Nettie 
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A. 
Report 
Oil the 
Bible 
~ehool 

• Ill 
Mexico 

by Gabriel Morales Perea 
Director of the Bible School 

The Bible school was first established in 
San Luis Potosi (SLP) where the work of the 
Pilgrim Evangelical Church began. Nettie 
Soltero mothered the Bible school, 
committing time, energy, and prayers to its 
beginnings. It was moved to San Antonio 
and Laredo, Texas, for a time, but finally the 
Nettie W de Soltero Bible School was re
established in Ciudad Valles, SLP, where 
classes were conducted for 50 years. From 
1933, the Bible school functioned under the 
administration of pastors and missionaries 
as directors and professors meeting 
obligations toward God and the Church in 
preparing students for the work of pastors 
and deaconesses. 

The second half of the twentieth 
century has signified for all of Mexico a 
series of changes. It has been a time of 
progress in human rights. There has also 

been progress economically. Due to the 
improved transportation, there are new 
opportunities for work and improved 
lifestyles. One of the major changes has 
been a movement of the population to the 
cities. Only about one-third of the people 
now live in rural Mexico, while two thirds 
have moved to urban areas. This social 
economic evolution presented a challenge 



to establish churches in large and medium 
sized cities. Early in the 90s, the national 
board of administration decided to look for 
land to relocate the Bible school w ithin 200 
kilometers (approximately 120 miles) of 
Mexico City. After a time of prayer and 
searching, a piece of property was located. 

With the supervision and approval of 
the national leadership, National 
Superintendent Emiliano Santiago 
Hernandez signed the papers fo r the 
purchase of the property for the Bible 
school. The West Michigan District of The 
Wesleyan Church, working through the 
Department of Wesleyan World Missions, 
provided funds to purchase the property 
and begin construction. Located near the 
main highway between Mexico City and 
Puebla, the property is in an area recently 
annexed by the City of Puebla. Sewer lines, 
water, electricity, telephone lines, and 
public transportation are already in place, 
giving us a head start. It is an --=..,,..... 
investment that we believe is 
directed by the Lord. 

The day after purchasing 
the property, construction of a 
two-story house for 
professors began . 
Dormitories, classroo:CTs, and 
other buildings will be added 
one by one until the 
construction is completed. 
The capacity for the new 
Bible school will be 100 
students plus professors' 
housing and administrative 
offices. 

Given the distinct social, 
cultural, and economic 
characteristics of the districts 
of the church in Mexico, the 
Bible school has studied the 
needs and beginning with the 

current s hool year (1994-95), we offer the 
following courses of study: 

1) A uxi l iary (Lay) M i n is t ers 
i n : h ris t ian E d uca t ion, M usic, 
a nd Evangelism 

2) Pastoral Diploma for those who take 
the required courses. Students also may 
choose a specialty in: Church Leadership, 
Counseling, and Evangelism and Missions. 

3) Bachelor's Degree in Theology. 

It is our desire, as well as that of our 
districts, that these new comses of study 
aid in growth of local churches, satisfy the 
need for more pastors, and elevate the 
pastor's level of education in his active 
service. Thanks be to God for the efforts 
from North American Wesleyans and the 
national church of Mexico in this project. It 
is indeed the groundwork for God 's work
to reach the urban population of Mexico in 
the twenty-first century. 
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' an1s 
The first Sunday in September was an 
exciting day for me. This was the day when 
the first of the Sunday school lessons I have 
been translating into Spanish (for years, it 
seems) was actually being taught in 
churches in Mexico. 

This project began some time ago when 
I first sensed the need for good, affordable 
Sunday school material for children. Most 

of our churches didn't have any lesson 
material for children, either because it was 
too expensive or because it wasn't available 
where they were. ·There was so much in 
English and so little in Spanish. I contacted 
headquarters and they gave permission to 
translate the three year Primary cycle. 
Wesley Press even agreed to donate visuals 
to go with the lessons. · 

I must admit that when I undertook this 
challenge, I had no idea the size of the task. 
The lessons couldn't just be translated 
because much of the content didn't "fit" the 
Latin culture. Some of the activities 

c 00 
by Sharon Parman 

Missionary in Mexico City 

couldn't be done here for lack of materials. 
Holidays were different. Consequently, 
much of it had to be adapted and some just 
plain eliminated and replaced. Then, 
someone had to be found who had the time 
and the ability to proofread and correct 
each lesson. Sunday school teachers in the 
Mexico City church "test taught" the 
lessons to see if they were understandable 

and complete. 
Finally, thinking all the prob

lems had been solved, I arrived 
at the point where I was ready 
to reproduce the first lessons 
for the teachers - only to 
realize that I didn't have any 
way to do it. I really needed a 
copy machine, but there was 
no possible way to pay for one. 
Well, actually there was one 
way! About that time, I 
received a letter from the 
Owosso Wesleyan Church 
asking if I could use a copy 
machine in my children's 
ministries. Believe me, they 
got an immediate response -
and a short time later I was 
making beautiful copies of the 
lessons. 

The packets were completed in time to 
take them to the national assembly in 
August. Teachers have and are using the 
first quarter lessons and the second, third 
and forth quarters are ready to be copied -
ONE YEAR OF SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LESSONS IN SPANISH! 

A great big THANK YOU to Owosso 
Wesleyan and to all of you who have 
donated teacher's manuals and visuals, and 
to those who have prayed for this project 
and for the evangelization of the children of 
Mexico. 



5 
Pray for Pastor Doucet and 

Jerry Manwaring as they 
work with pastors in the TEE. 

12 
Pray for National 

Superintendent Othneil 
Bonne Annee, as he 

leads the church. 

19 
Pray for Dawn Wheaton as 
she continues to direct the 

nursing school program. 

26 
Pray for Haitian pastors 
as they encounter new 

waves of spiritual warfare. 

6 
Pray for Jarvis Ferguson 
as he trains students for 
the ministry, and for Sue 

as she ministers to the 
ladies in Chiclayo. 

13 
Praise God for the outreach 

of three Christian day 
schools. Pray for the 

administration, teachers, 
and students. 

20 
Pray for Joe and Debbie 
Braisted and their boys 

as they attend language 
school in Costa Rica. 

27 
Praise God for new converts 
in the Surco Church in Lima. 

Pray as the Wileys 
continue ministry there. 

FEBRUARY 1995 

7 
Praise the Lord for the 

European Economic 
Community grant to 

Kamakwie Hospital. Pray for 
those heading up this 

exciting project of building 
and upgrading the hospital. 

14 
Pray for S.D. Kanu and his 

assistant, Joseph Conteh, as 
they give exciting leadership 

to the growing districts 
throughout Sierra Leone. 

21 
Pray for Renee Webster as 

she concludes her two year 
stay at Kamakwie Hospital. 

Pray also for a nurse to 
take her place. 

28 
Pray for Marion and Vergie 
Vreugdenhil as they carry 
a heavy teaching load as 
well as the administration 

of the field. 

1 
Pray for the nine new 

believers that Dr. H.C. Wilson 
baptized in October when he 

visited Sri Lanka. 

8 
Pray for Cedric Rodrigo 

as he balances Bible 
college work with local 

church ministry. 

15 
Pray for those attending 

evangelistic Bible studies 
to make first time 

commitments to Christ. 

22 
Pray for the new Buddhist 

government that it will 
allow more religious 

freedom in Sri Lanka. 

2 3 
Pray for the adjustments and Praise the Lord for the staff 

ministry of the seven new and students at the 
Wesleyan one-year Wesleyan Academy. 

CoMissioners who arrived Continue to uphold Connie 
in Russia in January. Cornell as she administrates 

this exciting work. 

9 10 
Pray for new missionaries, Pray for the decisions 

Charles and Jan Shores, being made this month 
who arrived in Vladimir for the future of the 

in January to begin theological college and 
church ministries for future students. 

16 17 
Pray for work teams and Continue to pray for 

personnel to help renovate Doug and Kappy Barnes' 
the former kindergarten health and for the Lord's 

facility recently acquired guidance as they make 
for a ministry center. plans for their future. 

23 24 
Pray for the planning of Pray for the strategic 
Russia Youth Camp '95 planning process for the 

that many young Russians Wesleyan Academy. 
will be reached for Christ. 

4 
Pray for Lisa Spangler who 

has recently joined the WWM 
staff in the finance area. 

11 
Pray for Rev. Paul Swauger 

as he concludes 30 years 
of ministry with 

Wesleyan World Missions 
this month. 

18 
Pray for Susan LeBaron as 

she helps with home 
ministries' training, 

missionary debriefings, 
and many mailings. 

25 
Pray for Phil Nettleton who 

has assumed responsibilities 
for missionary home 

ministries' scheduling. 
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4 

Pray for Dr. Charles and Pray for Michael, Joshua. Pray for the cell group I Pray for Vek Huong Taing, ; 
Grace Paine as they return and Timothy Braisted as ministry that it will deepen I the Cambodian leader of the I 

to ministry in India after they learn the Spanish and multiply the church. Bible training school. 
several years away. language and become 

acclimated to the 
Spanish culture. 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Pray fo r the Bankstown Prav for K.E Gray and the Pray for adequate Pray for Dr. Devadas as he Pray for Nathan Fussner in Pray for Brianna Austin as Pray for John and Marge 

Wesleyan Church in Sydney exc1t1ng ministry that he has water supply for continues to carry the boarding schoo1 as he is she undergoes a second Connor as they begin Bible 
and for Pastor Bob & Robyn as distric• superintendent. Pilgrim Wesleyan Seminary. administrative responsibility away from his family operation for the removal teaching in Cambodia for 
Stanforth and family as they of our ministry in India. during the week. of a birthmark. several months. 
continue to reach out to this 

growing community. 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Pray fo• Bi ll and Daphne Pray for the pastors as Pray for National Pray for Director Don Bray Pray for Kelley Edmonds as Pray for Klaus and He1dren Pray for Jim and Roxene Lo, 
Foste· as they travel on they minister to a Superintendent as he travels to northern she adjusts to life in the Wiedlich as they conduct who are preparing to go to 

home ministries this year. new generation in Alfred Kalembo as he India to explore ne Czech Republic makes Bible studies and preach Cambodia as career 
urban settings. oversees six districts. ministry opportunities new friends. and gets on Sundays to this missionaries. 

used to home schooling. growing church. 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Pray fo.· Kingsley College Pray for a missionar" to be Pray for Doctors Emmett Pra~' for George Justin Pray for Nathan and Pray for Andrew, a young Pray for a team of 

students as they start a new called to assisl with the and Caringal as they lead distric: superintendent in Adam Bennett ano man that the Austins missionaries and church 
year 0 1 classes and for Phi: Wesleyan Bible Institute. medical ministries at western India, as he Andreyr Peed a, Rift Valley have befriended. leaders exploring ministry 

and Kath11 Bence as they Zimba Hospital. ministerf. to the pastors boarding school in Kenya, opportunities 1n Cambodia 
make a difference through and congregations under as they face mid-terms. this week. 

their teaching. his care. 

26 27 28 29 30 31 
Pray for the new church Pray for young people Pray for nearly 100 Pray for the finalizing Pray for MK College Pray for Kevin's multitude 

plants throughout to be called into pastoral churches who are without of the gram monies to Retreat as all the of relationships in the 
Australia and for the ano missionary service. a trained pastor. They upgrade our schoo1 college-aged MKs come community, that hearts 

pastors as they try to are led by lay pastors. in Rajnandgaon. together for a time of will open to Christ. 
reach unreached people. fellowship and fun. 
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In October 1993, The Wesleyan Church 
celebrated 100 years of presence in India. Begun 
by mission organizations that later became part 
of The Wesleyan Church, work for the 
advancement of the kingdom of Christ has been 
moving forward in two districts of this vast sub
continent. One is in central India, with district 
headquarters in the city of Rajnandgaon, Madra 
Pradesh State; the other is in western India, with 
district headquarters in the city of Pardi, Gujarat 
State. 

Rajnandgaon District 
The work in the Rajnandgaon District 

consists of church planting, medical work 
through Wesleyan Leprosy Hospital, and 
Christian education through Wesleyan English
Medium School Rev. George Compton, district 

• • 

superintendent, gives capable overall direction 
to the work of the district. 

There are now ten organized Wesleyan 
churches, all with permanent church buildings 
and pastors. Spiritual cultivation in several 
other locations shows promise for planting of 
more churches. Over the years, God has 
supplied the district with capable pastors, some 
joining us from sister denominations, some sent 
directly from the churches for training at 
theological colleges, both in India and abroad. 
We now recognize that to increase the rate of 
church planting-and thus the growth of the 
church-we must establish a Wesleyan Bible 
school in Rajnandgaon. With vacant buildings 
readily available, such a school could be opened 
in the near future with up to 10 students. We're 
looking to the Lord to call out a spiritually 
committed person to give leadership to this 
educational venture. 

The Wesleyan Church has given both 
physical and spiritual care to many patients over 
several decades through Wesleyan Leprosy 
Hospital. With a recent upsurge of tuberculosis 
in India, many patients are now coming with 
this disease added to their leprosy. Both diseases 
must be treated, thus this work continues to play 
a significant part in the Indian government's 
campaign to eradicate leprosy and tuberculosis. 
All patients are exposed to the claims of Jesus 
Christ through chapels and personal witness. 
Many have believed! Dr. P. Devadas (Ph.D.), 
university professor and Wesleyan lay 
evangelist, has been ably serving as hospital 
administrator since the retirement of missionary 
Rebecca Bibbee in 1992. 

Wesleyan English-Medium School (K-12), 
now with over 2,000 students, is approaching 
two decades of ministry to Christian, Hindu, 
Muslim, and Sikh boys and girls. Branch 
campuses are now established in three outlying 
communities. A major facilities expansion of the 
main Rajnandgaon campus is planned to begin 
in 1995. 

• 
• 



by Dr. Barry Ross 

Gujarat District, Western India 
The work in Gujarat consists of church planting, 
training of pastors through Pardi Wesleyan Bible 
School, and education at Vapi Wesleyan English
Medium School. The work of this district is 
under the capable leadership of Rev. Samuel 
Justin. 

Nationals and missionaries labored 
faithfully in Gujarat throughout the decades. 
Yet, only in 1973 was the eighth church 
organized. Then came a long dry spell, through 
which all faithfully continued planting spiritual 
seeds and watering the dry ground. Then at the 
1988 Wesleyan World Fellowship General 
Conference, the delegates from western India 
made a commitment to plant five new churches 
in their district by the year 2000. Such a step of 
faith, when only eight had been planted in 
nearly a century of labor! 

This commitment is being abundantly 
confirmed by the Lord. A family opened their 
home in the village of Wadifahia for Bible study 
and worship. Others were attracted, all Hindus. 
In 1990, the Wadifalia Wesleyan Church was 
formally organized. There are now some 30 
baptized Hindu converts, plus seekers, meeting 
together in this family's home. But the home is 
now too small. Another member has donated a 
plot of land. Others of the Wesleyan family 
around the world have provided funds to build 
a church, which is to be constructed in 1995. 

Another indication that the spiritual dry 
spell is passing is the planting of a second 
Wesleyan church in the industrial city of Vapi. 
Formally organized in November 1991, it now 
has some 40 baptized members. They, too, meet 
in a home. Although an older congregation has 
been ministering in another area of Vapi for 
several decades, this new congregation is our 
one English speaking congregation in Gujarat. 
Most of the members are transplants from other 
areas of India, drawn to Vapi by the 
employment opportunities. As they speak 
different mother tongues, English has become 
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their common language of communication. Rev. 
Linus Justin, a recent graduate of South India 
Biblical Seminary, ably pastors this church along 
with another recently organized church and is 
pioneering in two more nearby towns! Since 
Vapi is a fast-growing industrial city with great 
potential for church growth, this new 
congregation is fast outgrowing the space this 
home can provide. A plan is underway to sell 
the old mission compound, which is no longer 
used and is under rental a to sawmill operator, 
to provide funds to purchase land and construct 
a church and pastor's house. This congregation 
has a vision for becoming a firmly established 
and well-taught church so that it might become 
a center from which The Wesleyan Church may 
spread out in all directions. 

Still further indication of the passing 
drought is the organization of two new 
churches in April 1994, bringing the number of 
organized churches in the district to twelve. 
Just over the border in the neighboring state of 

Maharashtra is a church in the village of 
Telasari. The language is Marathi. These 
Christians, mainly low-income hawkers by 
trade-selling goods from push carts in the 
surrounding villages, had never had a church 
nor a pastor. Through God's providence, they 
came into contact with the Wesleyans. At their 
request, one of our more mature Bible school 
students, Suresh, was assigned to disciple them. 
Pastor Suresh met with them weekly for six 
months in a courtyard in front of one of the 
homes. Then on a piece of land rented for the 
day from a local Hindu, and under a large 
rented tent, some 150 Wesleyans from other 
churches gathered to witness the organization 
service of the Telesari Wesleyan Church held its 
organizational service with its 34 baptized 
members. Other families are still in the process 
of being discipled toward baptism. Following 
organization, with the monsoon approaching, a 
temporary worship structure was erected on a 
piece of borrowed land. As the Lord provides 

through Wesleyans 
worldwide, a piece of 
land will be purchased 
and a church building 
erected. 

A second church 
was also organized in 
April 1994, the 
Madhuban Wesleyan 
Church in Gujarat, with 
17 baptized members. 
With more ready for 
baptism in the near 
future, this congre
gation meets in a house 
rented long-term at a 
recently completed 
government water
works project. Pastor 
Linus Justin of Vapi 
pastors this church. He 
and his wife are also 



"breaking up fallow ground" in the nearby 
villages of Siovassa and Masad. We expect to 
organize churches in these two villages within 
the next couple of years. The district has its 
"eyes lifted up" upon yet another two villages 
where spiritual opportunity seems to be 
beckoning. All this blessing of the Lord is 
creating the need for more trained pastors. 

In 1918, Wesleyan missionaries opened the 
Monsoon Bible School in the Gujarat District to 
train young men for ministry and ordination. 
The monsoon season was an ideal time to hold 
classes since nothing else could be done. 
Consequently the name seemed appropriate. 
Meeting two months per year, students could 
complete the ministerial study course in ten 
years. Most of those who were trained over 
those early years are now either retired or have 
gone to heaven. 

For a considerable number of years, the 
Bible school was inactive. In 1992, Rev. Samuel 
Justin, one of those trained in the Monsoon 
Bible School by his own father and missionaries, 
reopened the school in Pardi at district 
headquarters and conference center under the 
name Pardi Wesleyan Bible School. It would 
meet four months per year, July through 
October. Thus the study course could be 
completed in only five years! Rev. Justin and his 
two sons, Joel and Linus, both seminary trained 
and ordained, and one other ordained pastor 
serve as teachers. In faith, they believed that 
God would send students to train for ministry. 
Thirty responded! After careful examination, 
three were chosen. One did not stay. The other 
two, Suresh and John, will complete their 
training in 1996 and be ready for ordination. 
Both are effectively serving as lay-pastors of 
Wesleyan churches. In July 1994, two more 
young men, Paul and Julius, were selected to 
join the Bible school. They are serving as 
assistants to church pastors. 

Last July, the Gujarat District also opened 
the Wesleyan English-Medium School in the 

city of Vapi. Beginning with one Christian 
teacher, one assistant, and fifteen pre
kindergarten children, the vision is long-range. 
There is potential for significant growth with 
classes to be added per year. In addition to the 
normal school subjects, these children are 
taught Bible verses, songs about Jesus, and 
Christian mottoes for living. This ministry is a 
means for evangelism as it gives direct contact 
with the non-Christian families of these 
children. 

The Wesleyan Church in India is 
expanding-through education, through church 
planting, through leadership training, through 
the vision of World Missions personnel, but 
mostly through the inner conviction and 
commitment of Indian leaders who have caught 
the vision to reach their world for Jesus Christ. 

Members and 
friends of the 
Madhuban 
Wesleyan Church 
in Gujarat, India 

ww/5 
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An interview with Dr. Lalkhawlien Pulamte, leader of Evangelical Methodist Church of East India 
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Evangelical 
Methodist 
Church of 
East India 
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A gentle breeze kept us refreshed as we sat 
and chatted together on the balcony of the 
guest house, "Jacob's Well," overlooking a 
pleasant residential section of Manila. Dr. 
"Lal" Pulamte had arrived the previous 
evening after a long, tedious journey from 
his home in north India that had 
stretched to a total of 72 hours in length. 
After a delicious breakfast, I was eager to 
hear the story of God's grace that had 
brought him as an observer to the 
Asia/Pacific Regional Conference of the 
Wesleyan World Fellowship. 

Joy Bray: Tell me briefly about your 
upbringing and educational background. 

Dr. L. Pulamte: I was born and educated in 
a small village in a corner of India. After 
graduating from high school, I wanted to 
attend medical college, but due to financial 
limitations I gave up that idea and enrolled 
in a Christian liberal arts college. 
Following graduation, 
I was appointed as 
headmaster of a 
Christian school 
where I worked for 
several years. Seeking 
theological training, I 
attended Yeotmal 
Biblical Seminary 
(now Union Biblical 
Seminary) in central 
India. After gradu
ating in 1978, I served 
as a missionary for 
four years before 
receiving a master of 
theology degree from a 
school in Bangalore. 
After some years of 
practical experience in 
the church, I left for 

South Korea where I completed a doctoral 
program in 1987. 

J.B.: It seems as if God was preparing you 
for a special work. When did you become a 
Christian? 

Dr. L.P.: I was raised in a Christian home. 
In fact, my great-grandfather was one of the 
first converts in 1910 when Christianity was 
first introduced to our people. But, of 
course, that did not make me a Christian. 
In 1966, when I was in Standard 8, I 
received Christ as my Savior during a 
"salvation campaign" in my area. I sensed 
God wanted me to train to serve him as an 
evangelist, reaching out to help those 
around me discover Christ for themselves. 
That is my greatest joy. 

J.B.: With all of your qualifications, it seems 
that your gifts could be used in many 

places, and yet you stay 
in your home area and 
work mainly with tribal 
people. 

Dr. L.P.: It is true that 
even while I was still in 
college, there were 
opportunities to teach 
and serve in other areas. 
But I am strongly 
committed to evangelize 
my own homeland and I 
have refused to consider 
any other offer. I will 
not go. I will stay in my 
homeland. I will die 
there, because that is 
where God has called 
me. My favorite scrip
ture passage is Isaiah 



6:1-4. I have preached from it often. Isaiah 
responds in obedience to God's call: "Here 
am I, Lord. Send me." That is my testimony. 

J.B.: Tell me about the Evangelical 
Methodist Church of East India. 

Dr. L.P.: After I returned from South Korea 
in 1987, I began coordinating several small 

groups of believers who had no connection 
to any mission agency since no foreigner is 
allowed to visit or live in my area. We now 
have about 5,000 members in 40 different 
congregations, but that is rapidly increasing 
because our emphasis is on evangelism. We 
are committed to reaching the unreached 
people of two tribal groups in the neigh
boring state of Asaam-the Bru (Reang) 
tribe and the Chorai tribe. 

by Joy Bray 

J.B.: What is your evangelism strategy m 
working with these tribal groups? 

Dr. L.P.: Tribal family ties are interwoven 
very tightly, so we use an important 
strategy for village evangelism which we 
call "rapport building." Our first goal is to 
con tact the village chief and win his trust. 

With his permission, almost anything can 
be achieved. We hold a very simple day 
school for the children to teach the gospel 
along with simple educational facts. In the 
evenings, we teach about Christ in the 
village. During a recent visit, my wife was 
often moved to tears because the people 
were so eager to hear the gospel. We are 
now praying about sending our work to a 
nearby state (Tripura) where there are thou-

Members outside 
the Evangelical 
Methodist 
Church of 
East India 
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sands of people who do not know Christ. 

J.B.: What about evangelism among the 
Hindu community? 

Dr. L.P.: What we have found works best is 
to teach groups of people about the claims 
of Christ and allow the Holy Spirit to 
enlighten their hearts until they are open to 
conversion. When a group of people makes 

that decision together, they are able to 
support one another as they take the neces
sary and painful steps to break with their 
Hindu teachings and live as Christians in a 
culture that is antagonistic and unsympa
thetic. It takes great courage and 
commitment, but we are seeing miracles 
take place. 

J.B.: Tell us about a recent miracle of grace. 

Dr. L.P.: During this past year, in my home 
state of Manipur, we have been working 
with Hindu people who are disillusioned 
with life and are open to the gospel. As a 
result of our teaching, a total of fifteen 
people have decided to follow Christ, not 
for any material benefits, but out of a desire 
to follow Christ until death. Their families 
do not want to have anything to do with 

them now that they are believers, and so we 
are hoping to build a sort of "model 
village" where they can live together and 
learn all about what it means to follow 
Christ. I am planning to baptize them. 

J.B.: So how did you become interested in 
The Wesleyan Church? 

Dr. L.P.: It's a long story! When I was in 



South Korea, I used to read the Wesleyan 
World. I became increasingly interested in 
and committed to the holiness doctrine. 
When I read about Miss Rebecca Bibbee's 
work in central India, I began corre
sponding with her. During my studies in 
South Korea, I spent a week with Dr. Barry 
Ross in Japan. Last March, during our 
annual conference, our churches gave me 
permission to pursue the possibility of a 
link with The Wesleyan Church. That is 
how I came to be an observer at this confer
ence. 

J.B.: What is your vision for your church? 

Dr. L.P.: One of our major emphases needs 
to be in teaching about holiness. The main
line denominations who have work in our 
area do not teach the resurrection. They 
don't believe in miracles. My reaction is, 
"What kind of gospel is that?" Since we 
don't have any place to train pastors right 
now, we are hoping to send a few people to 
India or possibly South Korea to receive 
training. But our main emphasis will 
continue to be on evangelizing the 
unreached people around us. 

J.B.: What are the living conditions like in 
your area? 

Dr. L.P.: Medical care is extremely limited, 
sometimes nonexistent, especially in the 
villages. People are dying due to lack of 
medical attention. Economically, our area is 
one of the most neglected parts of India. 
There is no industry at all. Personally, we 
have very little and my wife has had a very 
difficult time trying to care for our family. I 
spent almost nine years in theological 
training away from my family, so she has 
had the major responsibility of caring for 
our four children. My wife runs a small 

piggery. She cares for five to ten pigs
raises them and sells them. Even though 
lots of pigs around us died, our pigs did not. 
People have wondered why our pigs didn't 
die. We told them that God protected them 
because He knew we needed them for our 
support. He supplies all we need and that's 
why I like to say my life is a miracle. 

J.B.: What are some specific prayer requests 
for your church? 

Dr. L.P.: Pray for the evangelization of 
unreached people and for the establishment 
of a strong indigenous church. We are 
committed to being a church based on the 
principle of providing for our own local 
church needs including pastoral support. 
Pray that we would be able to establish 
Christian schools in our area. There is a 
desperate need for quality education, and 
private schools can easily receive govern
ment recognition. After initial funding, the 
schools would become self-supporting. 
Pray about the need to develop income
generating projects, such as piggerys, 
among our people so that they can help 
support the work. 

Dr. Pulamte believes in miracles. His lif~ 
his vision, his philosophy is based on the 
history-proven fact that God is a God of 
miracles. Because God has performed 
them in the past, that is sufficient 
evidence to believe that He will continue 
to do so today and tomorrow. Simple 
faith in a great and powerful God. I am 
challenged, and I hope you are too, to see 
beyond the obvious, to commit to the 
cause that God has called us to, and to 
trust God for miracles. 

ww/ 9 
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Mozambique 
Veteran missionaries Orai and 

Linda Lehman have returned to 
South Africa and will begin ministry 
as the first career missionaries in 
Mozambique. The Wesleyan Church 
in Mozambique has resulted from 90 
years of evangelism ministry among 
the gold miners from Mozambique, 
who went to South Africa as 
contract workers. Converts who 
were discipled returned to plant 
churches. These church families 
have flourished with God's blessing 
in spite of the harsh persecution and 
devastating civil war. 

Cambodia 
In partnership with Campus 

Crusade and the Kentwood 
Community Church in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, Wesleyan World 
Missions will begin church planting 
and leadership development training 
in Cambodia in 1995. 

During the 1970s, a Cambodian 
college student, Vek Huong Taing, 
working for Campus Crusade for 
Christ, was trapped in Cambodia 
when it fell to the Khmer Rouge. 
Because he was educated, a 
Christian, had foreign contacts, and 
had traveled abroad, he was marked 
for death. Through a number of 
miraculous events, he, his wife, and 
small son escaped and were able to 

cross over into Thailand. While in 
Cambodia and later in the camp in 
Thailand, Vek and his wife , Samoan , 
faithfully witnessed and 
evangelized. This resulted in a 
significant number of house church 
fellowships. Rev. Taing and the 
sponsoring organization , Campus 
Crusade, have asked The Wesleyan 
Church to help complete the church 
planting process and cooperate in 
the development of Cambodian 
church leaders. 

John and Marge Connor depart in 
early 1995 to begin training lay 
pastors. Jim and Roxene Lo have 
accepted reassignment from South 
Africa to serve in Cambodia as 
career missionaries after completing 
a four-month home ministries tour in 
North America. 

Germany 
Kevin and Cindy Austin report 

from Munich that several have made 
commitments to Christ in recent 
weeks. The first cell group has 
recently become two cells! 

Russia 
With the help of many church and 

individual gifts, Wesleyan World 
Missions has recently begun the 
purchase process to obtain a 
ministry center for the city of 
Vladimir, Russia. Centrally located 



in Vladimir, the facility will serve as a 
center for church planting 
leadership training, a counseling 
facility, and be used for Bible study 
literature distribution and office 
space for the staff. 

While much of the funding has 
been secured for the initial purchase 
of this former 10,500 square foot 
kindergarten facility, much additional 
support is needed to complete 
renovations. Additional financial 
gifts are needed to help expedite 
t his process. Inquiries about work 
teams with building skills are 
welcome at the office of Special 
Ministries (317) 595-4170. 

Haiti 
Dick and Donna Doan, Wesleyan 

missionaries working with West 
Indies Self Help, report that special 
gifts , totaling $70,000, have made it 
possible to begin the greatly needed 
new water system for the island of 
La Gonave. This water system will 
serve the community as well as the 
Wesleyan hospital. 

Indonesia 
With generous support from the 

Indiana Central District and the 
Central Wesleyan Church in Holland, 
Michigan , sufficient funds were 
raised to begin construction on the 
library and classroom section of the 

Bible school. 
This construction is critical to the 

ongoing process of accreditation of 
the school by the Indonesian 
government. If enrollment targets 
are accurate, the school will serve 
50 students in 1995. 

Puerto Rico 
Mission Director Norm Wilson 

reports that The Wesleyan Church, 
the Free Methodist Church and the 
Nazarene Church are meeting to 
explore the possibility of developing 
a cooperative educational effort to 
form a holine'ss college in Puerto 
Rico. In order to establish this 
program to train future church 
leaders in Puerto Rico, a steering 
committee has begun meeting to 
guide this process. 

Appointed Regional Directors 
Given the increasing number of 

fields and the growing Wesleyan 
missionary family, General Director 
Don Bray has announced the 
appointment of several regional 
directors who will be responsible 
for the administrative and spiritual 
oversight of Wesleyan ministry. 

Central, and South America, Haiti, 
and Puerto Rico - Rick West 

Asia/Pacific - Barry Ross 
Greater Europe - Dennis Wright 
Africa - Kerry Kind (Interim) 

JVW/ 11 



"So too, at the present time 
th . t " ere IS a remnan ... Romans 11:5 

A colorful 
Church 

Service in a 
Pakistan 

church 

12/ww 

An Islamic republic and a Buddhist 
country-Pakistan and Sri Lanka. Cultural 
environments not known for being "user 
friendly" to the message of the gospel. 
Places where servants of the Living God 
have a much sharper understanding of 
sacrifice than most of us from North 
America. Places where "the Lord's despised 
few" has literal meaning. Places where 
persecution may be experienced not merely 
read about. Places for remnant believers
the few who are true at any cost among the 
many who do not believe in our God and 
are sometimes militantly zealous in the 
service of their gods. 

But God is at work there. His faithful 
servants are at work there. The penetrating 

• 
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power of the Good News is at work there. 
And The Wesleyan Church is at work there. 

It was my great privilege to visit these 
two countries recently. 

Pakistan 
In Pakistan, an indigenous denomina

tion known as The Lahore Church Council 
Sharakpjr became The Wesleyan Church of 
Pakistan. Years of contact and interaction 
culminated in the establishment of some 
26 churches and addition of as many as 
15,000 adherents into the worldwide 
family of our church. 

An enthusiastic crowd of more than 600 
gathered under a tent for the official service 
of recognition for The Wesleyan Church of 
Pakistan. On a weekday. Some traveled as 
far as 80 miles on a tractor-drawn wagon. 



by Dr. H. C. Wilson 
General Superintendent 

Some came by horse-cart. Some on buses. 
Some on flat-bed trucks. A great day! 

Many of the churches meet outdoors or 
in houses. One church I visited met in an 
open courtyard adjacent to a stable, 
surrounded by one-story adobe style build
ings. 

The book of Acts set in our time. Many 
of the people serve Christ at real risk to 
themselves and their livelihoods. Remnant 
believers. Thank God for them and their 
dedicated leader, Reverend Eric Bahadur. 

Sri Lanka 
Beautiful island nation. Horne to world 

famous Ceylon tea. And home to a new 
Wesleyan church. 

Cedric Rodrigo and his wife, Sharlini, 
after attending Kingsley College in 
Australia and Houghton College respec
tively, returned to their homeland in early 
1994 to plant The Wesleyan Church. What 
a joy for me to be present and meet with 
the young and growing congregation. Two 
children were dedicated. Nine converts 
were baptized. Two were saved. A 
wonderful sense that the Master is at work. 

A beachhead for our Church is this 
Buddhist country. True followers of the 
Christ are a remnant here. The challenge is 
almost overwhelming. The pastoral family 
is visionary, dedicated, and optimistic. 
Special appreciation is expressed to Pastor 
Tim McClellan and the Cedar Valley 
Church of Waterloo, Iowa, for their support 
of this work. 

An Islamic Republic and a Buddhist 
country. Places included in the Great 
Commission's command to "go and make 
disciples of all nations." Thank God for 
what has already occurred. Please pray for 
these faithful remnant believers as they 
represent the Master among the multitudes 
who know not this Christ. 
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by Dr. P. Devadas Mission Agent 

Wesleyan Leprosy Hospital was 
started by Rev. Whistlar with due 
permission from Raja Sahab (King) 
in 1905. Its purpose was to serve the 
people suffering from Hansen's 
disease or leprosy regardless of race, 
religion, or social status. In 1913, 
Rev. Ward baptized 13 lepers in a 
holy convention. The medical 
professional missionaries who came 
to India (Rajnandgaon) served in 
this hospital: Miss Curtis, Miss 
Compton, Dr. Paine, Miss White, 
and Dr. Detamore. Many patients 
remember Miss White and her 
untiring efforts, day and night, for 
the physical and spiritual welfare of the 
patients. Mr. Deorath Lal was the manager 
and chaplain. He had leprosy but was healed 
and through it came to the Lord. Through his 
ministry, several patients accepted the Lord. 
Dr. Rebecca Bibbee was the last missionary 
superintendent of the hospital. She worked 
with great zeal and spirit, uplifting the 
patients. 

Wesleyan Leprosy Hospital gives free 
lodging, board, medicines, and other services 
to the patients who come. The hospital owns 
21 acres of land out of which 15 acres are agri-

cultural fields. The paddy crop is used for 
food. A small dairy provides milk for the 
patients and income for the hospital. There 
are plans to establish a small poultry farm as 
well. 

At present, we have 50 residential patients. 
Although the medical records may indicate 
how many patients have been reached, it is 
impossible to estimate to what extent their 
lives have been affected. Tender loving care 
has been expended trying to make life worth 
living. Attendance at daily morning devotions 
is required for each patient. All are non
Christian with a Hindu background, but 
leprosy has separated them from their homes, 
their families, their society. When they hear 
about the love of Jesus and how He gave His 
life for a perishing world and when they 
receive love from the staff and church people, 
they realize the value of their own lives. 

We give thanks to God for the servants He 
has chosen over the past years to minister 
here. We are also thankful to World Missions 
for providing the bulk of our annual budget. 
This very precious hospitalization for the 
sufferers of Hansen's disease is making a 
significant contribution to our country, church, 
and district. Through it Jesus is honored. 



Wesleyan Leprosy Hospital: 
Testimony of a Patient 
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I was born in a Hindu family and belonged to 
the village Tiroda of State Maharastra. I devel
oped Hansen's disease at the age of 20. My 
parents were worried and spent a lot of 
money but there was no improvement. 
Through a reliable source, we heard about the 
Wesleyan Leprosy Hospital at Rajnandgaon. 
My parents brought me to the hospital for 
treatment. 

I did not intend on being an indoor 
patient, but Miss Lee White spent time coun
seling me. I began to like this place. The 
patients had to attend morning devotions at 
the chapel. Mr. Deorath Lal used to lead devo
tions. By singing the hymns, reading the Bible, 
and praying, I gradually got a peace in my 
heart. I started loving Jesus. 

At the entrance of the hospital, there is a 
board on which John 3: 16 is written. God so 
loved the world ... so that no one would perish. 
I thought, "I love God," so that verse is for 
me. I had a special courage which gave me 

strength and hope for living and submitting 
myself to the Lord. 

I was in the hospital for five years where I 
was healed physically and spiritually. I 
accepted Jesus as my personal Savior. The 
next question was baptism. There were so 
many hurdles from my relatives. I prayed and 
God helped. Soon I was baptized at 
Maharastra. 

During my stay at the hospital, I got 
acquainted with Mr. T. Deshlarhre. He was 
also a patient. When he was cured, he began 
working for the hospital. We got married here 
in the hospital chapel. I thank God for giving 
me a good Christian husband. At present, my 
husband works as a supervisor in the hospital. 
We have two daughters and a son. They study 
in the Wesleyan English Medium School. 

I am thankful to be a Christian and to live for 
my Lord. 

-Mrs. Manju Deshlahre 



The Wesleyan 
Church in 

Sri Lanka, formerly called Ceylon, is a new 
and growing mission field for The 
Wesleyan Church. This third world country 
has a growing population of six million 
with a religious orientation that is predom
inantly Buddhist. A republican state, it is 
threatened with many political problems. 

The Wesleyan work in Sri Lanka was 
begun in 1993, when the Rodrigos family 
moved to Sri Lanka from Kingsley College 
in Australia to plant Wesleyan churches. 
Their first year in the country was spent 
laying the foundations of the new work. 
Cedric and Sharlini made new contacts and 
developed friendships. Working relation
ships were established with the 



government offices. All the while, they 
searched for a suitable building in an acces
sible location for their family's dwelling 
and house church. 

Last winter, my wife and I, along with 
Kerry Kind, visited this emerging Wesleyan 
work. We spent ten days with Cedric and 
Sharlini, consulting, planning, and working 
together. One of the highlights of the brief 
visit was when we participated in the first 
worship service of The Wesleyan Church in 
Colombo City on February 13, 1994. The 
service was held in the large lounge-like 
living room of the big, beautiful house 
which was just newly rented and occupied 
by the Rodrigos family. It is located in one 
of the largest and most progressive housing 
areas in the city, where there are still no 
prominent temples or churches. 

Thirty-six attended the service. 
Throughout the service, we all sensed God's 
presence in a real way and, at the close, six 
prayed to receive Christ as Savior. One of 
them was a Buddhist who heard for the 
first time the clear message of salvation by 
grace through faith in Christ Jesus. An 
offering for the support of the new work 
was received amounting to 271 rupees or 
($15 US). The sincere desire of the Rodrigos 
is to start the new work in the right way, 
and they were encouraged by this first 
service. 

Although the country is predominantly 
Buddhist, the Sri Lankan people are open 
and responsive to the gospel. Evangelical 
groups are experiencing slow growth as 
they implement low key methods of evan
gelism such as personal, home, and small 
group Bible studies. 

Praise the Lord for this new beginning. 

by Dr. S. P. Garcia 

When you pray for World Missions, pray for: 
1. health and strength for the Rodrigos 

family. Last year they had eight 
instances of hospitalization. 

2. a mighty moving of the Holy Spirit in 
conversion work among those who 
have started attending the services and 
home Bible studies. The power of the 
Holy Spirit is needed to break through 
the hard and resistant influence of 
Buddhism. 

3. more workers to reinforce the 
Rodrigos. An experienced Wesleyan 
pastor is needed to provide moral 
support and spiritual counsel. 

4. wisdom and guidance in discipling 
new converts. 

far left 
Pastor Cedric and 
Sharlini Rodrigo 
with their children 

above: 
One of the many 
Buddist temples 
of Sri Lanka 

background: 
a tranquil 
waterway shows 
Sri Lanka's close 
relationship with 
the sea 
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When our friend Rimal from Balpain requested 
in a long letter, "Please help my wife and two 
children to get close to God," it did not sound 
like much of a promising prospect for ministry. 
But we just couldn't say no to his request. Thus 
began a small home Bible study for Calista and 
her two sons. 

Calista lived in a village that went under
water each rain season. Going there was no easy 
task, having to negotiate dirt roads through 
marshy land. Soon our hard work became a 
sheer joy and encouragement as each week the 
little home began to fill with eager people. They 
were mostly poor, with many and vivid needs. 
We began to see God answering their humble 
prayers. And Calista kept spreading the word 
and inviting more people to her home. 

Then we encountered faces of darkness 
when several people who were bound by 
demonic power fell at the name of Jesus. We 

by Pastor Cedric Rodrigo 

saw Rayani, who never knew Jesus, being deliv
ered through much prayer, and the vacant lost 
look in her eyes replaced by a radiant glow of 
joy and hope. In October, when Dr. H.C. Wilson 
visited Sri Lanka, nine of these people received 
water baptism. Our twelve person van trans
ports up to eighteen or more people from the 
village for the Sunday service. They come with 
such eagerness. Their testimonies are so sincere, 
these new believers who are so poor and needy. 
However, they get up and praise God for daily 
strength and grace. 

Calista beams with such joy and her two 
sons are growing in the Lord. Nimal is so 
relieved to know that his wife and two sons are 
truly walking with the Lord. We have seen God 
do marvelous things in people's lives and have 
seen the beginnings of an evangelist of a special 
kind in Calista. Sunday praise and worship 
services now take place at Calista's home! 

Plan Ahead for: 
Festival of Missions 
Theme:"Let the Nations Be Glad" 
When: June 6-8, 1996 
Where: Indianapolis Convention Center 
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AUSTRALIA 

Bence, Dr. Phil/Rev. Kathy 

PO Box 125 

Glenroy, Melbourne 3046 

Foster, Rev. William/Daphne 

R. I Box 53 

Freedom, NY 14065 

Taber, Rev. Hervey/Shirley 

BRAZIL 

82 Cider Mill Rd. 

Ellington, CT 06029 

Ashlock, Rev. Clifton/Arletta 

R. 4 Box 247-A 

Logansport, IN 46947 

Downey, Rev. Paul/Lois 

P.O. Box 50434 

Indianapolis, IN 46250 

Ensz, Revs. Tom/Grace 

Caixa Postal 444 

69.000 Manaus Amazonas 

Republic of Brazil 

Smith, Rev. Kevin/Cindy 

Rua Guaiuba 146 

Cidade Dutra 

04810 Sao Paulo S.P. 

Republic of Brazil 

BRITISH ISLES 

CENTRAL EUROPE/CIS 
Babcock, Mr. David/Brenda 

PO Box 25 

A-2104 Spillern,Austria 

Blake, Dr. Ken/Marilyn, R.N. 

(Nizhny Novgorod) 

WWM Russia 

666 5th Ave., Suite 572 

New York, NY I 0 I 03 

Croft, Rev. John/Shanda 

Kubanska Ulsice c.8 

600 .. BRNO, Zabovressky 

Czech Republic 

Dawson, Mr. Ron/Barbara 

(Vladimir) WWM Russia 

666 5th Ave., Suite 572 

New York, NY I 0 I 03 

Edmonds, Rev. Preston/Donna 

Retezova 13 

4050 I eecin I 

Czech Republic 

Meeks, Rev. Paul/Darlene 

P.O. Box 50434 

Indianapolis, IN 46250 

Pickslay, Rev. Kent/Cheri, R.N. 

Ninska 40 

58000 Split, Croatia 

Shores, Rev. Chuck/Janet 

(Vladimir) WWM Russia 

666 5th Ave., Suite 572 

New York, NY I 0 I 03 

Thompson, Rev. David/Zandra 

63 I 5 E. 98th St. 

Fishers, IN 46038 

Wright, Rev. Dennis/Lois 

(see regional director list) 

COLOMBIA 

Dean, Rev. Marcus/Dixie, R.N. 

Apartado Aereo 56422 

Medellin, Colombia 

Guptill, Rev. Rodney/Joy 

A.A 67910 

Stafe de Bogota, Colombia 

GERMANY 
Austin, Rev. Kevin/Cindy 

Raintaler Strasse, 39 D.G. 

81539 Munich, Germany 

GUYANA 

Nettleton, Rev. Phil/Lucille 

9427 E.Jay Dr. 

Indianapolis, IN 46229 

Doan, Rev. Richard/Donnabelle 

Hunter, Miss Marilyn, M.D. 

Manwaring, Mr. Jerry/Jody 

Wheaton, Miss Dawn, R.N. 

MFl/WES, Box 15665 

West Palm Beach, FL 33416 

Cooper, Miss Janice, R.N. 

4523 S. Harmon St. 

Marion, IN 46953 

Jacobson, Miss Helen, R.N. 

Box 171 

Orefield, PA 18069 

Trotzke, Mr. Steven/Joyce 

4619 S. Landess St. 

Marion, IN 46953 

HONDURAS 

Hines, Rev. Tom/Lydia 

Apartado 414, La Ceiba 

Republic of Honduras 

Paine, Charles, M.D./Grace 

P.O. Box 50434 

Indianapolis, IN 46250 

INDONESIA 

Fussner, Rev. Jeff/Beth 

Box 153 

Magelang, Jateng 

Republic of Indonesia 

Norris, Rev. Keith/Patty 

IAPAN 

R. I Box 89 

Elkton.VA 22827 

(see regional director list) 

MEXICO 

Parman, Mr. Ed/Sharon 

R.2 Box 2525 

Bartlesville, OK 74006 

Thiele, Miss Patti 

APDO Postal 22-390 

14000 Mexico D.F. 

Moncivaiz, Mr. Ben/Faith 

4209 Poplar St. 

Marion, IN 46953 

NEPAL 

Mitchell, Miss Deborah 

Box 126, Kathmandu 

Nepal 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

Floyd, Don/Cheri 

Wesleyan Mission, Box 489 

Mt. Hagen, WH.P. 

Papua New Guinea 

Keilholtz, Rev. James/Judy, R.N. 

Wesleyan Mission, Box 489 

Mt. Hagen, WH.P. 

Papua New Guinea 

Freeman, Rev. Randall/Linda 

PO Box 2260 

Lae, Marobe 

Papua New Guinea 

Braisted, Rev. Joe/Debbie 

lnstituto de Lengua Espanola 

Apartado I 00 

2350 San Francisco de dos Rios 
San Jose, Costa Rica 

Ferguson, Rev. Jarvis/Sue, R.N. 

Apartado 86 

Chiclayo, Republic of Peru 

West, Rev. Rick/Clara 

(see regional director list) 

Wiley, Rev. Gary/Charlotte, R.N. 

Apartado 18-0829 

Lima, Republic of Peru 

PHILIPPINES 

Turner, Dr. Paul/Janet, R.N. 

c/o Wes. Bible College 

Rosales, 2441 Pangasinan 

Philippines 

PUERTO RICO 

Barnes, Mr. Doug/Kappy 

Brown, Miss Velda 

Cornell, Miss Connie 

Wesleyan Academy, Box 1489 

Guaynabo, Puerto Rico W170 

Wilson, Dr. Norman/Kim, R.N. 

Calle 27 #282 

URB Ponce de Leon 

Guaynabo, Puerto Rico W169 

continued on next page ... 



SIERRA LEONE 
Anderson, Miss Elizabeth, R.N. 

1338 N. Main St. 

Fairmount, IN 46928 

Earl, Miss Carol, P.A. 
R. I Box 964 

Thomasville, NC 27360 

Hubbard, Rev. Perry/Nancy 

1802 32nd St. 

Kenosha, WI 53 140 

Lumahan, Miss Vilma, M.D. 

P. 0 . 50434 

Indianapolis, IN 46250 

Maynard, Miss Laurel, R.N. 

Mueller, Mr. Kevan/Jody 

606 Oakridge 

Bartlesville, OK 74003 

Putnam, Tom, M.D./Donna 

Box 305 

Freetown, Sierra Leone 

Vreugdenhil, Dr. MarionNergie, R.N. 

Box 890 

Freetown, Sierra Leone 

SOUTHERN AFRICA 
Bagley, Rev. Robert/Brenda 

Box 88, Manzini 

Kingdom of Swaziland 

Cheney, Rev. Robert/Eva 

PO Box 486 

Brakpan, Transvaal 1540 

Republic of South Africa 

Elliott, Miss Esther 

Box 349, Brakpan, Transvaal 

Republic of South Africa 

Engle, Rev. Dennis/Connie 

1321 S. Cherokee 

Bartlesville, OK 74003 

Helvie, Rev. Mike/Cindy 

PO Box 1374 

Margate 4275 

Republic of South Africa 

Karns, Rev. Don/Elizabeth 

2024 Corinth Dr. 

Seneca, SC 29672 

LaPointe, Rev. Marc/Diana 

Box 3108, Pietersburg 0700 

Republic of South Africa 

Lehman, Rev. O.D./Linda 

PO Box 486 

Brakpan, Transvaal 1540 

Republic of South Africa 

Lo, Rev. James/Roxene 

PO Box 50434 

Indianapolis, IN 46250 

Niemack, Miss Daphne 

Box 88, Manzini 

Kingdom of Swaziland 

Phillippe, Miss Esther 

P. 0 . Box 236 

Dixonville, PA 15734 

Ramsay, Rev. Jim/Carol 

P. 0 . Box 8802 

Cinda Park 1463 

Republic of South Africa 

SURINAME 
Pocock, Rev. Steve/Audrey 

PO Box 154 

Houghton, NY 14744 

ZAMBIA 
Bennett, Rev. Pat/Barbara 

PO Box 250 I 00 

Ndola, Republic of Zambia 

Caringal, Romy, M.D./Linda, M.D. 

Zimba Mission, PO Box 143 

Zimba, Zambia 

Cromer, Rev. Fred/Carol 

Box 630093 

Choma, Republic of Zambia 

Emmett, Storer, MD/Wilma 

Zimba Mission, PO Box 143 

Zimba, Zambia 

Gormong, Rev. Dan/Nancy 

Box 640140 

Pemba, Zambia 

Peed, Rev. William/Marilee 

PO Box 30745 

Lusaka, Zambia 

Tolan, Rev. David/Donna, R.N. 

Box 640140 

Pemba, Zambia 

REGIONAL DIRECTORS 
Asia/Pacific 
Ross, Dr. Barry/Margaret 

Wesleyan Mission 

2135-1 Kita-Hassaku Cho 

Midori Ku 

Yokohama 226, Japan 

Africa 
Kind, Rev. Kerry 

PO Box 50434 

Indianapolis, IN 46250 

Central. Latin. & South 
America. Haiti. Puerto Rico 

West, Rev. Rick/Clara 

3904 S. Landess St. 

Marion, IN 46953 

~ 
Wright, Rev. Dennis/Lois 

Postfach 23,A- I 037 

Vienna, Austria 

MISSIONARIES-ELECT 
Bickert, Rev. Robert/Kay 

322 Thacker Drive 

Wilmore, KY 40390 

Croft, Miss Dorcas 

R. I Box 731 

Osceola Mills, PA 16666 

Eccles, Rev. Steve/Lori 

208 South F Street 

Cheboygan, Ml 49721 

Gorman, Miss Cora 

RR 2, South Ohio 

Yarmouth Co., NS 

Canada BOW 3EO 

Horst, Mr. Steve/Cherie 

2537 Berg Rd. 

Jamestown, NY 1470 I 

Rodriguez, Mr. George/Angelyn 

I 02 Maple St., #9 

W ilmore, KY 40390 

Wall, Miss Doris, R.N. 

1335 Pleasant Point School Rd. 

Waynesburg, KY 40489 

Williams, Rev. Freddy/Judi 

85 Cottonwood Park 

Cottondale.AL 35453 

Yoder, Mr. Ralph/Grace 

21 I North Maple #4 

Elizabeth House 

Wilmore, KY 40390 

AT-LARGE 
Connor, Dr. John/Marge 

3573 Dubarry Rd. 

Indianapolis, IN 46226 

Garcia, Dr. Saturnino/Magdalena 

WoodDale Mobile Park 

37806 Boston Dr. 

Zephyrhills, FL 33541 

WESLEYAN GOSPEL CORPS 
Austin, Rev. Harold/Evelyn 

BadAibling Station 

PSC 24602 

APO PE 09098 

Barker, Mr. Dick/Barbara 

Wesleyan Mission 

2135-1 Kita-Hassaku Cho 

Midori Ku 

Yokohama 226, Japan 

Burdette, Miss Pat, R.N. 

MFl/WES, Box 15665 

West Palm Beach, FL 33416 

Fair, Miss Roberta 

Wesleyan Academy, Box 1489 

Guaynabo, Puerto Rico 00970 

Jones, Mr. Mike/Linda 

PO Box 30745 

Lusaka, Zambia 

Mikesell, Mr. Fred 

Box 630179 

Choma, Republic of Zambia 

Nance, Miss Shelley 

Hlavni Trida 839 

70800 Ostrava - Poruba 

Czech Republic 

Pena, Miss Nicky 

c/o Ed Parman 

APDO Postal 22-390 

14000 Mexico D.F. 

Rummage, Rev. Robert/Amy 

c/o LOGOS 

Karpatska 2/40 I 

8 11 OS Bratislava, Slovakia 

Stanforth, Rev. Robert/Robin 

PO Box 38 

Condell Park, N.S.W 2200 

Australia 

Vadnais, Miss Julia 

c/o Grmelova 

Hlavni tr. 839 

70800 Ostrava-Porubo 

Czech Republic 

Wiles, Miss Diane 

RUSSIA 

Wesleyan Academy, Box 1489 

Guaynabo, Puerto Rico 00970 

The following are serving 

in Russia. Mail can be sent 

directly to them -

NO PACKAGES! 

Allison, Mr. Kerry/Carole 

Connor, Miss Martha 

Holsing, Mr. Jared 

Koth, Mr. Heath 

Mullen, Rev. LaurenceNesta 

Wahl, Miss Brenda 

(Vladimir) WWM Russia 

666 5th Ave., Suite 572 

New York, NY I 0 I 03 
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An Interview with Chuck and Grace Paine 

In February of 1960, Dr. Chuck 
and Grace Paine went to India to 
work in the leprosy hospital at 
Rajnandgaon. After five years, or 
one term of service, they felt it 
best to leave India and serve else
where, not knowing if they would 
ever return to the land and people 
they had grown to love. They are 
packed and ready to go, hoping to 
have visa approval any day. This 
time things are different! Instead 
of packing for a growing family, 
their 8 children and 26 grandchil
dren will be saying good-bye to 
grandpa and grandma, cheering 
them on, entrusting them to God's 
keeping. 

Knowing the Paines would be 
leaving soon, I called to interview 
them about their return to India. 

Golden Seaton: Thirty years is a long time. 
Has there been a dream to return to 
India? 

Chuck: Yes. We have thought often of 
returning, but more to visit than as 
missionaries. 

GS: What will your job description be? 

Chuck: Actually, our job this time around 
will have a larger scope. I will work in 
the hospital as the medical director. But 
also, there is a need to work with the 
school. At this time there is a grant 
pending that would go to the develop
ment of the school to expand and improve 

by Golden Seaton 

facilities and equipment. The school has a 
tremendous ministry as it has 1800 
students but only 5 percent are Christian. 

If the grant comes through, I would be the 
project manager. Another responsibility 
will be working with the pastors and lay 
leaders. In the central area where we will 
be working, there are 10 organized 
churches, 2 unorganized churches, 18 
preaching po in ts, and several home 
groups that meet. 

Grace: The pastors and church leaders 
need to be discipled and encouraged. We 

A partial view of a 
Sunday afternoon 
worship 
congregation in 
Durres, Albania 
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Chuck and 
Grace Paine as 

they appear today 

22/ww 

would love to begin a Bible school in time. 

GS: It sounds as if you'll be wearing many 
different hats. What are your feelings as 
you anticipate this change in life direc
tion? 

Chuck: Inadequacy! We learned Hindi, 
the primary language, 30 years ago. We 
are trying to brush up on it. 

Grace: When we were in India, we fell in 
love with the Indian people and have 
wanted to return. We are praying for 
wisdom and strength as we go back. 

Chuck: Another part of our responsibili
ties will be to prepare the way for other 
younger missionary families whom the 
Lord is calling to India. 

(As we concluded our conver
sation, I asked the Faines if 
India was more open to the 
gospel and to missionaries 
then it had been a few years 
ago. Their response was not 
exactly comforting. The 
Madra Pradesh State govern
ment is anti-Christian and 
strongly Hindu. They are in 
the habit of refusing visas. In 
fact, the Faines will be the only 
missionaries working in that 
entire area.) 

GS: "Why, then, are you 
pursuing this when the 
doors are still closed?" 

Chuck and Grace: We feel 
the Lord is directing us here. 
And if He is, He will 
provide the visas and all 
that is needed. 

India is an old field in terms of 
in vol vent of The Wesleyan 
Church, yet there are many new 
and varied challenges and many, 
many people who have not heard 
the gospel message. Chuck and 
Grace repeatedly asked for prayer 
for relearning the language, for 
wisdom and discernment, and for 
the people with whom they will 
be ministering. God's speed, 
Chuck and Grace! Watch for 
updates about India in upcoming 
issues of the World. 



2 
Pray for preparations and 
staffing for summer youth 

camps in Vladimir 

9 
Pray for CoMission team 

working in schools in 
Ryazan and 

Nizhny Novgorod, 
supervised by the Blakes 

16 
Pray for remodeling and 

beginning use of new 
ministry center in Vladimir 

23 
Pray for new missionaries, 

Chuck and Jan Shores, 
in Vladimir 

30 
Pray for Mission Director 

3 
Pray for Preston and Donna 
Edmonds in northern Czech 

10 
Pray for John and 

Shanda Croft in Brno 

17 
Pray for ministry 

partnership with Brethren 
and Methodist churches 

24 
Pray for language studies 

for new missionaries 
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4 
Pray for Rev. Wiai Timini, 
national superintendent, 

as he leads the church 

11 
Pray for volunteers and 

funds which are needed for 
the Bible school 

construction at Mt. Hagen 

18 
Pray for Lae Wesleyan 
Church as it ministers 

to several different 
cultural groups 

25 
Pray for appointed 

missionaries Steve and 
Lori Eccles as they build 

their support team and 
prepare for ministry in PNG 

5 
Pray for Rev. Juan Pineros, 

newly elected D.S., as he 
assumes his leadership 

responsibilities 

12 
Pray for the church in 

Medellin as they reach 
out to this troubled city 

19 
Praise God for the spirit of 

unity and outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit on the church 

26 
Pray for Marcus and 

Dixie Dean, Rod and Joy 
Guptill, and their families 

6 
Pray for the Bible school 

as they complete 
construction of their 

teaching facility 

13 
Pray for Keith Norris as he 

recovers from illness 

20 
Pray for National 

Superintendent Lasibey 
as that the church will 

continue its grow1h 

27 
Pray for Bible school 

students and their weekly 
outreach ministries 

7 
Pray for Robert and 

Amy Rummage as they 
teach in Slovakia 

14 
Pray for Pat Burdette 

as she works in the 
hospital on La Ganove 

21 
Pray for Jared Holsing, 
Heath Koth, Larry and 
Vesta Mullens recently 

arrived in Russia 

28 
Pray for Nicky Pena as 

she ministers to children 
in Mexico City 

1 
Pray for Sharon Parman 

as she translates 
Sunday school materials 
for children into Spanish 

8 
Pray for the architect, 

the funds needed, and the 
short term ministry teams 

as they travel and work on 
the dormitories to be 

constructed for the recently 
relocated Bible college 

15 
Pray for Ben and Faith 

Moncivaiz who will begin a 
new church plant in the city 

of Leon in mid 1995 

22 
Pray for Ed and Sharon 

Parman as they travel on 
home ministries in North 

America sharing their vision 
for ministry in Mexico 

29 
Pray for Martin and 

Graciela, graduates of the 
Bible school as they pastor 

a church in Puebla, a city 
of three million 

RonandBarbDawson 1---~~~~~~~~--L~~~~~~~~~L-~~~~~~~~___._~~~~~~~~~.J..._~~~~~~~~---L~~~~~~~~-----' 



MAYR1995 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

Pray for the principal of Pray for new students at Pray for missionaries Pray that the Lord will Pray for District Pray for God's reassurance 
Kingsley College, David Emmanuel Wesleyan Bible on home ministries provide the right Superintendent Daniel and guidance to the church 

Wilson, as he travels in North College from the church who are traveling long maintenance director for Cossa, as he directs the family in Port Moresby 
America in spring of 1995 planting area of Lebowa distances to churches Pilgrim Wesleyan Seminary outreach into northern 

Mozambique 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
Pray for the '95 school Pray for John Blythe as he Pray for the ministry at Pray for Irene Duvall, Pray for Bible school Pray for Orai Lehman as he Pray for the nine mile 

year which just started in pioneers the newest Swaziland District Youth director of personnel, students and spouses who plans the training strategy outreach church family as 
March in Manaus Wesleyan work in Sydney Camp this week as she works to select are preparing for ministry for theological education they look for a new 

new missionary candidates in Mozambique worship site 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
Pray for the spiritual Pray for the Foster family Pray for the Manzini Pray for Phil Nettleton Pray for ongoing physical Pray for Antonio and Pray for Don and Cheri 

development of national and their team as they plan a Church and its many, as he coordinates and spiritual strength for Teresa Honwane, Floyd, who have recently 
leaders for the church new church planting strategy growing sub-congregations travel schedules missionaries Dan and national missionaries in returned from home 

in Brazil for Adelaide in south for missionaries Nancy Gormong the city of Beira ministries, for the 
Australia maintenance and 

building ministry 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
Pray for the funding that Pray for Pastor Phil Pray for Spiritual Warfare Pray for new missionaries Pray for wisdom for Pray for Peter and Pray for Rev. Pendene 

is needed to purchase Mccallum and the Classes being taught in as they prepare for service Mission Director Bill Peed Amelia Whate, beginning Habagua who is pastoring 
two vehicles evangelistic team as they several locations through through missionary and for his wife, Marilee a new work among the the diverse group at Lae 

conduct their monthly the EWBC College on training institute Matswa tribe Wesleyan Church 
evangelistic service in Wheels program 

Everton Hills, Queensland 

28 29 30 31 
Pray that God would call Pray for Pastor Robin and Pray for Pastor Galela, Pray for Scott Olson, new 
missionaries to Brazil to Sue Clark as they minister in church planter in Alexandria director of special ministries 
help with teaching and Melbourne - that God Township, as he disciples ry.JGC and workteams), 

church planting ministries will continue to use the new believers as he starts work in June 
Sunshine Church as an 

outreach to the community 



''Sharing Christ. .. building friendships ... 
that's why I went to Russia!'' Pam Truman 

"RYC changed my life drastically. I am so much happier and in love with Christ." 
Eliz Miller 

"I asked God to enter my heart...Now I'm a real Christian! You helped me to believe in God deeply." 
Lidija 

"The Lord bound us together with cords which will never be broken." 
Jill VanSchaick 

"It was thrilling when the translator from my cabin and another teacher both accepted Christ." 
Pam Truman 

"With God's help we are learning. Thank you. I will always remember you." 
Love, Anya 

These are just a few of the many wonderful comments about the RYC '94 

experienced by Russian campers, translators, and North American staff. Are 

you willing to help share the gospel with Russian teens in 1995? Now is the 

time to respond. Help us reach one thousand young men and women at 

Russia Youth Camp '95! You may be just the one needed to help spread the 

winning love of Jesus. 

The RYC '95 dates are mid-July through mid-August and applicants are already 

signing up for the experience of a lifetime. We'll send you the necessary 

papers and coach you through the entire experience which includes: 

A One day orientation in Chicago and round trip group ff ight to Moscow 

A One week camp training at Vladimir Pedagogical University 

A Camp assignments for counselors, teachers, and other leaders 

6 Brief tours of Vladimir, Suzdal, and Moscow 

We need volunteers ( 18 years & above) who love the Lord and care about youth. Each 
person's faith fund of $2,500 will cover all costs and will also provide for the expenses enabling 

12 Russian youth to attend. For further information, complete and mail the coupon below to: 
Wesleyan World Missions, Division of Special Ministries, 

6060 Castleway West Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46250, or call (317)595-4170. 

-----------------------------------------------------------
Address ______________________________ _ 

City ___________ State ___ Zip ______ Phone( __ ) ____ _ 

Age ____ _ Name of your church ___________________ _ 

City _______________ State _______ _ 
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To Tell The 

by Joy Bray 
Joy and her husband) Don) served as Wesleyan Missionaries to Papua New Guinea from 1968 to 1977 

WESLEYAN WORLD MISSIONS HAS 
TO TELL 
NEWS OF 

ALWAYS HAD A PASSION 
THE 
THE 
LONG 

UNTOLD THE GOOD 
GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST. 
BEFORE "UNREACHED PEOPLE" 

EMERGING AS A MISSIOLOGICAL WAS 
PASSWORD, WESLEYANS WERE REACHING 

AND THE UNREACHED. 
HAS NOT DIMINISHED 

THAT PASSION 
WITH TIME. 
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The Loko and Susu 
The first Wesleyan missionaries sail ed to Sierra Leone over one hundred years ago. Ill -prepared for the tropical heat 

and diseases, several dedicated men and women paid the ultimate sacrifi ce of their lives for the sake of the gospel. 
Hearing about the Loko tribe, which was still "untold," Miss Hattie Crosby moved to Gbendembu in January 1920 to 
establish the first resident missionary witness, believing God for transformed lives. Shortly after arriving in this new area, 
she wrote back to a friend, "The people are unfriendly, sometimes openly hostile, and generally unresponsive." Miss 
Crosby must have been discouraged when she penned those words, but she pursued the potential that she saw in the 
lives around her. 

Loko country consisted of eight chiefdoms with over 50,000 people. Gbendembu, a town of nearly ninety grass
roofed houses, was the capital of one of the two largest Loko kingdoms. The Loko people are short and stocky, with 
great physical strength. Traditionally, they were an imists and initially resistant to the gospel. But persistence, prayer, and 
patience resulted in changed lives . Many of today's Sierra Leonean church leaders and pastors are members of the Loko 
tribe. 

The Wesleyan Church of Sierra Leone, in spite of increasing civil unrest and growing violence, has a heart for the lost. In 
1940, the F. R. Birches moved to Kukw1a, the capital of tl1e Susu tribe, a predominantly Muslim group of people located in me 
extreme normwestern corner of me country. In spite of tl1e Birches' firm faim and loving deeds, tl1ese tall , slender, intelligent 
tribesmen listened respectfolly but, for me most part, remained rooted in meir religious practices. Fifty years later, plans are 
w1derway again to attempt to penetrate iliis "unreached people" with tl1e gospel. 



The Huasteca Indians 
The Indians of the Huasteca area of Mexico were 

neglected, engulfed in religious and lifestyle patterns that 
were destroying their proud Aztec heritage. In the 
1920s, Wesleyan missionaries (formerly Pilgrim 
Holiness), under the direction of Francisco and Nettie 
Soltero, claimed these "unreached" people for Christ, in 
spite of bitter opposition, widespread anger, and intense 
persecution. At one point, female missionaries had to be 
evacuated. Mobs jeered and plotted. But one by one 
individuals and villages were transformed by God's grace. 
The Wesleyan Church now thrives among the Huasteca 
Indians and has spilled over to many people groups and 
urban centers. True to their Great Commission heritage, 
Mexican Wesleyans are still aggressively seeking to reach 
the unreached . 

The H uli and Poloba 
In the late 1950s, Kingsley Ridgway, former captain 

in the Royal Australian Air Force, pursued his dream of 
returning to Papua ew Guinea as a soldier of Jesus. 
Government officials granted permission for him to 
enter the previously "closed" area inhabited by the 
colorful, proud Huli tribal people . Ministries of 
compassion, through medicine and education combined 
with Spirit-breathed sharing of the written Word , 
quickly bore fruit that has matured into a flourishing, 
vibrant church. 

One of the earliest Huli converts was a young man 
by the name of Yawijah Tukuya, the son and appointed 
heir of a powerful tribal chief. Yawijah's natural gifts for 
leadership were yielded to God and refined by His Spirit 

during Bible school days, while his fellow tribesmen 
patiently waited for the day he would return as their 
spiritual leader. But during those months of discipleship 
and training, Yawijah heard of the Poloba people, an 
"unreached" tribal group in a remote river valley. 
Following his heart, he told his district of his missionary 
call. Instead of complaining, they willingly supported 
his decision . As a result, God has blessed the Fugwa 
(Huli ) District with spiritual and numerical growth and 
many Poloba tribesmen will meet them around the 
throne of God some day. Meanwhile, the Poloba 
believers heard of an extremely small pocket of Papua 
New Guineans who are still without the story of God's 
grace. They are enthusiastically praying and seeking 
ways to share the love of Jesus with their "unreached" 
neighbors. 

The cycle of God's love refuses to die. Sierra Leone, 
Papua New Guinea, and Mexico demonstrate the kind of 
committed caring that compels the people of God to 
constantly explore where and how to share the story of 
Jes us. (While Wesleyan World Missions today is 
responding to new places and countries, its heritage has 
paved the way in this burning passion to tell the untold.) 
"How, then , can they call on the one they have not 
believed inr And how can they believe in the one of 
whom they have not heardr And how can they hear 
without someone preaching to themr And how can they 
preach unless they are sentr As it is written, 'How beau
tiful are the feet of those who bring good news"' 
(Romans 10:14-15 ). 

Project: PNG Bible College 
Wesleyan World Mission is building a Bible School in Fugua, Papua New Guinea. 
Leadership training is needed for the current pastors and future leaders of the 40 
Wesleyan churches throughout this country. 

Double your gift! A generous donor is willing to match 

any gifts up to $10,000 for the construction of the Bible College in 1995. 

Please contact our office for further information about the Bible College Project or send 
your gifts payable to Wesleyan World Missions indicating that you are giving to help the 
PNG Bible College Project. Please contact us by September 1, 1995. 



PEOPLE GROUPS 
of Wesleyan 
World Missions 

The following list 
represents a cross 
section of people 
groups throughout the 
world where The 
Wesleyan Church 
ministers 

COUNTRY 
PEOPLE GROUPS 

Albania 
Albanian 

Australia 
European 
Tongan 
Vietnamese 
Korean 
Chinese 
Sri Lankan (Tamil) 

Brazil 
Euro-Brazilian 
Mestizo Mulatto 

British Isles 
Afro-Caribbean 

Cambodia 
Khmer 

Caribbean 
Afro-Caribbean 

Croatia 
Croatian 

Czech Republic 
Czech 

MISSION COMPLETED 
BY A.D. 2000? 

Is THAT POSSIBLE? 
The mission of the church is the preaching of the gospel to all nations, 
which Jesus says must precede His return (Matt. 24:14; Mark. 13:10). 
In the conviction that by the grace of God this goal is achievable, some 
4,000 mission-minded Christian leaders from many parts of the world 
meet in Seoul, Korea, in May, under the auspices of the Global 
Consultation on World Evangelization. Their purpose is to pray and 
strategize toward the accomplishment of the stated purpose of the AD 
2000 and Beyond Movement: "A church for every people and the 
gospel for every person by A.D. 2000." 

This confidence reflects the present stage in the development of the 
"people group" mission strategy which began to attract public attention 
with the 197 4 Lausanne Congress on World Evangelization. The new 
terminology was not easy to grasp, perhaps especially by Americans who 
rather casually use the term "people at the mall today." But the fact that 
they were all at the mall does not make them "a people." More specifi
cally "a people" is persons who feel an affinity because they think of 
themselves as belonging to an identifiable group sharing one or more 
common features, such as language, race, residence, social class, religion, 
and so on. 

The importance of the people group concept for mission strategy is the 
belief that it provides a way to calculate more accurately what remains to 
be done to complete the church's mission in the world. Identification 
of the people groups in the world's population still unreached by the 
gospel is the first step toward determining how and by whom the 
remaining groups could most effectively be evangelized. 

A number of lists of people groups have been produced. Some of them 
focus on ethnic and linguistic considerations: the Limbas in Sierra 
Leone, Turks in Germany. Other lists take into account other traits held 
in common, such as geography, religion, class, and occupation: Hindu 
Indian merchants in Kenya, high schoolers in Vladimir, gold-miners in 
South Africa. 

There has been debate on how to define the term "unreached." Early 
in the discussion, the figure of 20 percent was proposed as the propor-





ti on of Christians required before a group could be considered suffi
ciently evangelized to the point that missionaries from outside would no 
longer be needed. More recently there has been a consensus that an 
unreached people group is one witl1in which there is no indigenous 
community of believers able to evangelize the group without outside, 
cross-cultural assistance. In connection with this definition, "able to 
evangelize" is sometimes spelled out as "with adequate numbers and 
resources to evangelize." 

This acknowledges that reaching an identified people group involves 
more than providing an opportunity for every person in the group to 
hear the gospel. Certainly an individual can make a decision for 
Christ in isolation. However, without minimizing the contribution a 
ministry like radio can make, the new-born Christian normally needs 
to become part of a family in which he or she will be nurtured, loved, 
and disciplined. 

The fellowship the new Christian enters should be sufficiently indige
nous so that the convert does not feel that he must stop being who he 
really is. Of course, the gospel stands over and judges every culture and 
the changes Scripture requires must be accepted. However, the new 
believer should not feel that he must abandon his essential African-ness 
or Latin-ness or whatever, to become a Christian. This is the reason for 
the goal of a church for every people. 

Realistically, however, the planning session for the 1995 Consultation 
on World Evangelization recognized that it would not be feasible to try 
to plant a church in every distinguishable socio-cultural people group . 
There are too many, and they overlap. The same church fellowship can 
serve the taxi-drivers and tl1e shop-keepers in Manila. In the same 
manner, the same Themne church can serve both former Muslims and 
former animists. The difference is in the strategies for reaching the sub
groups and tl1e methods for presenting tl1e message. The critical 
category is ethnic/linguistic. 

Biblical support for this understanding of the church's missionary task 
is found in the recognition that the Greek word for "nations" in 
Matthew's Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20 ) does not mean 
modern nation-states as such, i.e. "Go and disciple Sierra Leone." 
Rather, usage of the term in both the Greek Old Testament and New 
Testament covers a range of meanings from Gentile individuals 
through various-sized people groups to nations as a whole. (See John 



Piper, Let the Nations be Glad! for a survey of the data.) Jesus could 
hardly expect His disciples to understand the Great Commission in 
terms of a modern sociological concept like "people group" as defined 
above. But they would understand Him as sending them to enter and 
identify with various peoples, as He did with the Jewish people (while 
also ministering to outsiders and to marginalized insiders). After all, 
He did say, "As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you." 
Certainly Paul understood his mission to require that kind of identifi
cation with those he was seeking to win (I Cor. 9:19-23). 

It is only fair to acknowledge that there is some ambivalence about 
this whole approach, especially among some thoughtful third world 
Christian leaders. They are concerned about the influence of North 
American mass marketing techniques, and the possibility that a 
single-minded emphasis on evangelism may obscure other aspects of 
the total mission of the church, e.g. leadership training, medical 
ministry etc .. There is also the danger that an emphasis on a church 
for each people might obscure the unity of the body of Christ, in 
which there is neither Jew nor Greek. Recognizing the legitimacy of 
such concerns may help to keep the new mission thrust in proper 
balance. 

~·~ 
Certainly there is much that is helpful in the current thrust to complete 
the task the church was assigned by her Lord. It is not entirely new. 
There was a similar flurry of excitement a hundred years ago as the 
century was about to turn. The imminent transition to a new millen
nium is generating stronger interest and concern. But apart from such 
considerations, a systematic, urgent, cooperative effort to reach the 
unreached is all to the good. Analyzing what remains to be done, 
locating specific needy peoples, systematic planning on how and by 
whom they can best be reached, avoiding wasteful duplication of efforts 
- all these are clear pluses. 

No doubt there will be surprises. However sincerely we may ask God 
to bless our plans, and however much He may do so, He still sends His 
rain upon the just and unjust, still reserves the right to withhold visible 
results from our most earnest efforts and to pour out His Spirit where 
we least expect. What He does not bless is laziness, carelessness, indif
ference. "Open your eyes," He says, "and look at the fields; they are 
ripe for harvest." 

Russia 
Russian 

Sierra Leone 
Loko 
Themne 
Krio 
Limba 
Susu 

South Africa 
Pe di 
Pondo 
Sotho 
South African 
European 
Swazi 
Tsonga (Shangaan) 
Tswana 
Venda 
Xhosa 
Zulu 

Sri Lanka 
Tamil 
Sinhalese 

Suriname 
Bush Negro 
Afro-Caribbean 
Creole 

Swaziland 
Swazi 

Zimbabwe 
Ndebele 
Shana (Karanga) 

Zambia 
Bemba 
Chewa (Njanja) 
Lozi 
Tonga 
Chokwe 



by Kerry Kind, 
Director of Field Ministries 
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PEOPLE: THE 

Wesleyan World Missions is currently working among 
several unreached people groups, and identifying other 
unreached groups on the fields in which we are serving and 
on new fields. There is a consensus that there are still at 
least 2,500 unreached peoples in the world. Often, these 
are "unreached" because they are resistant to the penetra
tion of the gospel for various linguistic, political, cultural, 
or religious reasons. Only God can overcome many of these 
barriers. But it is His choice to work through the dedicated 
servants who are willing to sacrificially give of themselves in 
ministries of prayer, giving, and going. 

Prayer is critical. Without prayer, all other activity lacks 
God's anointing. Are you willing for God to use you to 
reach an unreached people through prayer? A growing 
number of churches and prayer groups around the world are 
making a profound difference for Christ's kingdom in this 
way. Patrick Johnstone 's Operation World is an 
outstanding resource to help identify the nations and 
peopl~ groups of the world most in need prayer. You can 
help change history by adopting one or more unreached 
people groups and learning as much as you can about them . 
Then allow this information to guide your ongoing inter
cessory prayer through which God will work His miracles . 

You can also help reach unreached people groups by 
supporting ministry efforts of Wesleyan World Missions. 



Right now Wesleyan missionaries, both North American 
and international missionaries, are in direct contact with 
unreached people groups around the world. They are 
building relationships, carrying out humanitarian and relief 
ministries, developing literature resources, 
working to bridge language and cultural barriers, 
and helping to establish individuals and s m a 1 1 
g r o u p s o f Christians in an effort to see those people 
groups penetrated with the gospel of hope and life in 
Jesus Christ. 

It may be that God is 
calling you to lay down 
your life so that an 
unreached people group 
might have the opportu
nity to hear the good 
news. It requires total 
commitment, dedication 
of all one's gifts and 
dreams and privileges, 
and may only yield slow 
results from years of 
service. But it is pleasing .......... 
to the Lord and it is 
necessary if the Church is 
to be obedient to the 
Great Commission. 

Prayer, financial 
support and human 

......, __ 

resources are needed now for Wesleyan m1mstry in 
Cambodia, Mozambique, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. If you 
would like to partner in ministry for the people of one of 
these countries or inquire about another group, please 
contact: 

General Director Don Bray, Wesleyan World Missions, 
P.O. Box 50434, Indianapolis, IN 46250. 

A street scene in the 
new Wesleyan field 
of Cambodia 

ww/9 



* December 23, 1994. Rebels attack Mile 91 and surrounding 
villages, many are killed and homes demolished. Who are these rebels 

and what are their 
objectives? 

* January 1, 1995. The towns of Lunsar and Poredugu, 80 
miles from the capital, Preetown, are attacked. Only two 
houses are left standing in Foredugu. Although it is difficult to 

find definite answers, we 
know the rebel uprising 

* January 16. Rebels attack the village of Mabora, 55 miles 
from Freetown and only 8 miles from a major highway junction 
and military outpost. began in 1991 when rebels 

from the civil war in neigh
boring Liberia extended their 
conflict into Sierra Leone. 
They recruited and 
conscripted Sierra Leoneans 
and waged a war against 
both military and civilian 
targets in the east and south 

* January 20. Mining companies are attacked and seven 
European mining officials are taken hostage. 
* January 2. Rebels attack the town of Gbirti, 45 miles 
from our mission station at Gbendembu. People in the entire 
region flee into the bush or take refuge in the major cities. 
* January 25. Seven European Catholic nursing sisters taken 
hostage in the town of Kambia. 
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Because of the escalating rebel 
assaults, the Department of World 
Missions directed all Wesleyan 
missionaries to leave Sierra Leone. 
Eight adults and five children le~ the 
country on January 26, 1995. Most 
other mission agencies also with
drew their missionary staff. 

of the country. The Sierra Leone military, 
however, eventually gained the upper hand and 
drove most of the Liberian rebels back across 
their border. 

But then Sierra Leone had an even more 
worrisome problem: not Liberian, but home
grown rebels. The guerrilla warfare had been 
contained in the Eastern Province, but by mid-1994 
the terror began to spread across the country and 
into the Northern Province. Today, the so-called 
rebels appear to be primarily disaffected soldiers, 
AWOL from the military, and gangs of young thugs 
and bandits. No clear political objectives have been 
spelled out. Hostage taking seems to be primarily 
for the purpose of providing a human shield to 
deter the government from sending troops against 
them. Hit-and-run tactics characterize their 
attacks, which consist of looting, raping, killing, and 
wanton destruction of homes and personal posses
s ions. Strong evidence indicates that when 
attacking, the rebels are often high on drugs. 

What are the effects on the 
economy? 

Unofficial but published estimates place the 
dead at 8,000, and the number grows steadily. We 
estimate that at least half of the country's popula
tion of 4.5 million is displaced, no longer living in 
their homes. The economy, based primarily upon 



by Dr. Marion J Vreugdenhil 
Pa "V': as he is known in Sierra Leone, 

serves as mission director 

agriculture and mining, is on the verge of collapse. 
Most farmers have neither planted nor harvested 
their crops. Consequently, the country faces star
vation. 

American media has paid scant attention to 
the atrocities taking place in this small West 
African nation. The trial of 0. J. Simpson over
shadows the plight of millions of suffering Africans. 
As missionaries, we can only shake our heads in 
disbelief and dismay. We weep for our Sierra 
Leonean colleagues and friends who did not have 
the privilege, as we did, to flee the country. 

What has become of The Wesleyan 
Church in Sierra Leone? 

Although the missionaries are gone, a strong 
indigenous Wesleyan church remains. It faces 
unprecedented opportunities to minister to 
hurting people in these days, but also enormous 
challenges. The national church has had to lay off 
some employees. Others have taken cuts in pay 
while still others are not receiving their salaries. 
Some pastors have chosen not to flee when given 
the opportunity in order to stay and minister to 
people who must remain in dangerous and 
stressful situations. A few faithful Sierra Leonean 
staff are keeping Kamakwie Wesleyan Hospital 
open, functioning as a clinic in the absence of 
medical doctors. Sierra Leone Bible College 
closed for a month, but has reopened with part
time national staff replacing the missionary staff 
that left. Gbendembu Wesleyan Bible School 
planned to reopen in April. 

The Sierra Leone missionary staff, all engaged 
in home ministries at this time, eagerly await 
returning to our ministries and the people to 
whom God called us. Only God knows when that 
might be. We pray for peace and governmental 
stability. Will you pray with us toward that end~ 

Editors Note: Wesleyan World Missions 
Media Supervisor Joe Estes has recently 
completed a 20 minute video on the evac
uation of Sierra Leone, 

including 
missionary 
testimonies. 
Contact WWM for 
more information 
about obtaining a copy. 

far left: Missionaries after evacuation 
from Sierra Leone 
below: Sierra Leone soldiers after a rebel attack at Mabora, 
approximately 53 mi. from the Freetown on the 
Freetown-Makeni highway 
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ZAMBIA 
Every day up to 500 Zambians 

are infected with the AIDS virus 
according to World Pulse March 10, 
1995. There will be a million people 
infected with HIV by 1997, two 
million by 2000, with 100,000 dead. 
Nearly 78,000 children have been 
orphaned so far. In 1997 the figure 
may be 600,000. The Wesleyan 
hospital in Zimba has recently 
added a wing to meet the growing 
number of Al DS patients being 
treated. 

SOUTH AFRICA 
Several new churches are 

being started in several districts in 
South Africa including Mozambique, 
Qhubekani, Swaziland, Zimbabwe, 
and the Casteel Districts. Prayer 
has been requested for each of 
these district areas as efforts are 
made to solidify viable new church 
families. 

JAPAN 
Reports from the Immanuel 

Church in Japan indicates God's 
hand of protection over church 
members in Kobe. Despite the 
impact of the strong earthquake 
which resulted in the death of thou
sands of people across Kobe not 
one member of the church was 
killed. One man slept the night in a 
different room than he typically 
would and survived when his tradi-

tional sleeping area was destroyed. 
A mother took her baby into her 
room because the baby was crying 
all night, so the child was spared 
when the place it normally slept was 
destroyed . While there was damage 
to the parsonage and to individual's 
property, the church members 
gratefully acknowledged God's hand 
of protection during this time. 

EASTERN EUROPE 
General Director Don Bray 

reports solid beginnings for ministry 
in each of the new fields he visited 
in Eastern Europe during the month 
of March. Preston and Donna 
Edmonds and John and Shanda 
Croft have begun ministries ranging 
from teaching to football coaching 
in two different parts of the Czech 
Republic. Paul and Darlene Meeks 
have arrived in Albania and begun 
ministry immediately with partner
ship assistance from the Chesapeake 
District of The Wesleyan Church. 

Kent and Cheri Pickslay met 
with Don Bray and Dennis Wright to 
review strategy after their first two 
years of ministry in Croatia. The 
Pickslays return home to the 
Pacific-Southwest District to share 
in summer of '95 about the ways in 
which God has used them in two 
refuge camps near Split, with reha
bilitation of drug addicts, and to 
help Croatian Pastor Daniel to plant 
and build one of the first evangelical 



churches in the Split area of 
Croatia. 

HAITI 
A 15 member surgical team 

from the Trinity Wesleyan Church in 
Indianapolis volunteered their 
services at the Wesleyan hospital in 
LaGonave in January. Because of 
mechanical failures including a 
problem with an oxygen tent tank 
regulator, Wesleyan missionary 
Dick Doan was called in to assist so 
that ministry of a short-term team 
could remain on track. 

Not only were many patients 
helped through the expertise of the 
visiting team but God moved 
among the hearts of the team 
members in life-changing ways. 
Dave and Brenda Woods returned 
home to pursue ministry with The 
Wesleyan Church in Haiti. Along 
with six other couples at the May 
general board of administration 
meeting, the Woods were officially 
appointed to serve as full-time 
career missionaries. 

CAMBODIA 
Returning from a March 

administrative trip to Cambodia, 
Director of Field Ministries Kerry 
Kind reports great opportunities to 
share the gospel. Participants in 
the trip included reassigned 
missionaries Jim and Roxene Lo 
from South Africa who (after 

concluding home ministries) will be 
entering Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
for ministry in October. Church 
planting and leadership develop
ment will be the focus of this 
ministry in partnership with 
Campus Crusade who has issued 
The Wesleyan Church an invitation 
to enter the country. It is reported 
that of the 9 million Cambodians, 
approximately 1 million are 
Chinese. 

The July-August issue of the 
Wesleyan World will feature addi
tional information about Cambodia. 

AUSTRALIA 
The Logan City Wesleyan 

Methodist Church in Queensland, 
Australia was destroyed by a 
deliberately set fire in January. 
Pastor Kay Fulcher, a recent 
Kingsley College graduate, 
reported that the two rooms 
provided for church and Sunday 
school by a local school were 
ruined and the young congrega
tion lost pulpit, organ, hymn and 
chorus books in the blaze. 
Temporarily, the Woodridge North 
Primary School has allowed the 
church to use another room for 
worship. Pastor Kay reports that 
during this time of testing, she 
and the church family have 
looked to Joshua chapter one 
and God's challenge to be strong 
and very courageous. 
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Our first few weeks in the Czech Republic 
were quite a test of our resolve. We arrived 
in Prague without much problem and the 
ride to Brno went well . Upon arrivin g at 
our apartment, we di scovered a differen t 
scenario than we had anti cipated. The 
apartment was an unbelievabl e mess. 
Nothing had been cleaned and it was alm ost 
to the point of being uninhabitable . It is 
amazing how the 
Lord helped us to 
lie down that 
evening and sleep 
through the night. 
The next day we 
began the task of 
cleaning up. For 
more than two 
weeks, we 
scrubbed and 
scoured everything 
we could. I spent 
the entire first day 
just cleaning the 
bathroom. The 
walls were literally 
black and the 
previous tenants 
had left much of 
their stuff (sham
poos, soaps, razors, 
etc.) in there. It _.~*• 
was not fun, but 
we managed to lll~-~L---
find the humor in it. There was nothing 
that was not utterly filthy. It took ten hours 
(till 2 in the morning) to clean the stove. 
The apartment had been described as 
"furnished." However, much of what we 
found was not useable, being either broken 
or beyond cleaning. The landlord agreed to 
take all the things which were left behind by 
the other tenants, which ended up being 
seven or eight car loads of trash. We have 

t 

painted two rooms with two more to go, 
and have put in a couple of fluorescent 
lights. This has made a world of difference 
since almost all the fixtures had 25 watt 
bulbs in them when we arrived. It is now a 
much brighter and homier place. 

With the help of friends, we have foun d 
almost everything we need . We now have a 
washing machine, a desk, a bed for Rach ael , 

.... ...... _.. 

and a sofa which 
makes into a bed. 
We were using our 
balcony to keep 
things cold, but 

~~~· have now have 
been able to 
purchase a sm all 
but adequate 
refrigerator. Due 
to the awful condi
tion of the floors, 
we have had to buy 
some large area 
rugs and a carpet 
for the living 
room. God has 
helped us in every 
way, with rest for 
the night and 

...c _ _... .. strength for the 
day. We have been 
at it day and night 
and we praise the 

____ ....,Lord for His help. 
We are feeling more and more like we are at 
home. The children are adjusting well and 
seem to be anticipating attending Czech 
schools. 

Another adventure has been our ship
ment. When our luggage shipment arrived 
in Prague, we were told we could not take 
our possessions until we paid a 68,000 
crown deposit ($2,500 US). I did not have 
this amount of money and we had to leave 



our things behind. That same day I was to 
meet with the Czech Methodist Council 
about our working agreement and the 
securing of a work permit. When they 
heard of our dilemma, they voted right then 
to send the secretary immediately to the 
bank and wi thdraw the amount we needed 
so that we could return to the airpor t to 
retrieve our luggage. We were successful 
and arrived home 
in Brno very late 
that night, tired , 
but grateful. We 
soon discove red 
that the deposit 
must be recovered 
within a three day 
period, a that in 
order for us to get 
the deposit back we 
must have our long 
term residency 
permit. Needless 
to say we had not 
even begun the 
process. Once all 
the papers are 
completed, it takes 
a minimum of six 
weeks to get the 
permit. This put 
the pressure on us 
to do something. 
With the help of 
our friend, lvo, we were able to get an 
extension of one week. We then had to 
complete all the paperwork for the permits 
and return with an authorized paper saying 
that we had done so and that our permit 
was being processed. No problem, right? 
Well, as they say here, "Big problem." All 
of the forms had to be translated into 
Czech. This meant that our marriage 
~crtificate, birth certificates, statements 

by John Croft 
missionary to the Czech Republic 

concerning our source of income, and more 
must be translated and notarized. 

God has given us a very good frien d in 
Jane. She knows English q uite well and has 
devoted many days of her schedule to help 
us. She not onl y did o ur translations, but 
also went with us to the offices and waited 
endless hours in line with us, go ing every 
step of the way with us. It took four full 

days to get every
thing completed, 
and one week later 
we had the deposit 
back. We praise 
the Lord! 

All of this 
sounds like we 
have had a rough 
go of it, but the 
truth is that we 
have learned some 
wonderful lessons 
for life. Although 
it has not been 
easy, we would not 
exchange it for 
anything. We have 
formed some solid 
friendships and 
learned much 
about the city of 
Brno. We have 
even been forced 

-..-.. __ ___. to learn some 
Czech the old fashioned way: on the street! 
Our verse of encouragement has been Psalm 
32:8, "I will instruct thee and teach thee in 
the way Thou shalt go; I will guide thee 
with mine eye." 
Editor's Note: Despite a bumpy start, the 
Crofts are off and running. In addition to 
language learning activities, John has been asked 
to coach a football team, which has already 
created unusual opportunities for ministry! 



Argentina Novondo 
and her son, 

Fernando 
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home ministry for a year, we 
retur onduras eager to know how 
the new Christians were doing . As we 
observed and ta lked with people, we heard 
these comments, "Sister Argentina is one 
who has really grown," and "If anyone in 
my church is sanctified, it is Argentina ." 
So I asked her if I could talk with her about 
her life and testimony, 
sharing it with others. 
pleased. 

in the hope of 
She was humbly 

"Dear God, help me not to be a 
hypocrite," is Argentina's daily prayer. 
But it has not always been so. 

by Lydia Hines 
Missionary in La Ceiba, Honduras 

Argentina attended an evangelical 
church off and on from the time she was 
eleven until after she had her son. At one 
point, she even prayed to be saved. But 
Argentina loved to go to dances and 
parties, and she was not ready to give them 
up. On Sundays she went to church with 
her small son, Fernando, but when her 
friends invited her to a dance she would go 
with them. After a while, she said to 
herself, "What is the good of going to 
church if I am just going to go out and do 
the same things I have always done?" So 
she quit going to church. 

, . . 
• . 



Several years passed. When 
Fernando was fourteen, 
Argentina began attending the 
new Wes leyan church not far 
from her home. Very soon both 
Argentina and her son prayed for 
forgiveness and gave their lives 
to Jesus . 

Argentina's old struggle 
began again. When her friends 
invited her to go to dances, some
times she would go, and when she 
did, she felt very guilty. She 
knew she was being a hypocrite. 
But this time she really wanted to change, 
and she fought against the old temptations. 
She began refusing invitations to dances, 
and invited her friends to church instead. 

And as she obeyed God, He began 

Name: Kevin ('81) and Cynthia ('82) Austin 
Home Church: Penfield Wesleyan, Penfield, NY 
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changing her in other ways. Argentina 
confesses, "I was often impatient with my 
mother. She has been sick for 13 years . 
Now God has given me patience ." 
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Children: Kyle, Caleb, Craig (who lived seven months), 

Benjamin and Brianna J'.l H 
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Agentina continued 
Her older sister, Rosa, lives downstairs. 

Rosa is a proud and bossy woman, quick to 
say what she thinks. Argentina and Rosa 
used to fight often and angrily, yelling at 
each other, then refusing to speak to one 
another. Now Argentina prays daily that 
God will give her wisdom to know how to 
speak with her sister. 

"I look for ways to make her happy,'' 
Argentina told me. 

"How do you make Rosa happy?" I 
asked with a chuckle. 

Argentina smiled. "Well, she likes for 
me to keep her company, but I can't go 
along with the way she criticizes other 
people. I can't participate in the old 
things. But she really likes it when I wash 
her dishes, mop the kitchen floor, or clean 
her house." 

God has blessed her financially also. "I 
used to never have enough money. When I 
had money, I wasted it on new clothes and 
other vanities. Many times I went running 
to the pawn shop to pawn a ring or another 
piece of jewelry. Now I don't spend my 
money like that, and I am tithing. Now I 
always have enough." 

She is very, very grateful to God for her 
son Fernando, who is now 17 and in the 
army. "I have one son,'' she said, "and he 
is a very good son. He doesn't run with 
the wrong crowd. He prays. He goes with 
me to church. What more could I ask for? 

"I never go to bed without praying, no 
matter how tired I am. Sometimes I am 
watching TV. I get up, turn it off, take my 
Bible and begin to pray. I pray loudly so 
that my mother can hear me. I pray, God, 
don't let me be a hypocrite. I want to be 
an example to my family." 

When I left Argentina's house, I felt 
truly blessed and I told her so. She smiled 
with tears in her eyes and said, "God sent 
you here. Thank you for coming." 
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Last January 1995, during the annual 
Colombian District Conference, the 
winds of the Spirit began to blow. No 
one heard it coming, but they knew when 
it began. It wasn' t seen, but it was felt
refreshing and stimulating. It wasn't 
even on the agenda, but that didn't 
prohibit it. 

The evening session was called to order 
and all listened attentively to the report 
given by Transcultural Missions, a new 
committee named in 1994 that had 

commissioned two couples to work 
among tribal groups within the country. 
Edwardo and Widiana Reyes were to work 
in the state of Choco among the Waunana 
Indians as well as the Afro-Colombian 
community located in the west coast of 
the country. Juan (from Venezuela) and 
France Ruth (from Colombia) Murillo 
were assigned work among the Cuibas 
Indians, located on the eastern part of 
Colombia near the border with Venezuela. 
The Wycliffe Bible Translators had begun 
Bible translation in these areas, but had 

--------------------------------- abandoned the area due to 
terrorist activities. Both 
couples had received missio
logical training with a 
group called " Crisalinco" 
and tonight both 
m1ss10nary couples gave 
stirring reports! 

Edwardo told of how they 
survived for nearly a 
month on boiled fruit 
seed. Also during this 
time, Edwardo and 
Widiana had lost a baby 
only a few days old. Yet 
their report was not a 
complaint, but rather an 
expression of the joy of the 
Lord in their hearts! Juan 
told of presenting the 
gospel to people who 
worshipped in fear every 



imaginable god, but who had never once 
heard of a God who loved them and who 
sent His Son to die in their place! The 
Holy Spirit honored their reports. 

I called the two couples forward, told the 
conference that they were my heroes, and 
asked the conference to come forward to 
lay hands on and pray for them. Before 
we returned to our seats, one pastor spoke 
up, "Let's take an offering." Conference 
support during the year had been minimal 
at best. A layman from Bogota said, "If 
you are like me, you may not have much 
cash, so put on a piece of paper the 
amount you are going to give." This 
spontaneous act resulted in an offering of 
approximately US $1000 in cash and 
pledges! Later, the conference approved a 
budget increase from US $19 5 to US 
$2,925 plus donations from local 
churches for missions-fifteen times the 
amount given last year! 

The missionaries are now fully appointed 
by the Colombian District Conference 
and responsible to the same. They will 
have voice and vote in the next district 
conference. This year, Juan and France 
Ruth Murillo will be crossing the border 
and starting the work of The Wesleyan 
Church in Venezuela to another group 
within the Cuiba Tribe. The Colombian 
District has caught the wind and it 
continues to blow in a refreshing, revi
talizing, and reviving way. 
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Telai, 
Cheri Floyd's 

favorite "lollie" 
recipient 
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want t go 

a place like 
I have a call from God. A love for the country, 

a satisfaction in my work. That is all true, but it 
sounds vague and not easily proved. 

I have another reason. Nothing vague or 
debatable about her! Telai is a real live 4-year old 
Huli girl. She lives at the Fugwa mission station 
with her father, mother and brother. 

Telai's mother is probably my closest friend at 
Fugwa. She and Telai visit me often. At first Telai 
was unsure of me. She cried and hid her face when 
I was near. Telai did not want to talk to me. 
Frankly, she just wasn't impressed with the new 
white woman. 

I had to work to gradually win Telai's trust. I 
asked her questions about little things that were 
important to her. On occasion I gave her lollies 
(candy). I let her look around my house. 

After ten months of Don and I living at Fugwa, 
Telai now loves coming to my house. She yells and 

plays. She asks me questions. I sing hymns in Huli 
and let Telai laugh because she speaks Huli better 
than I do. Telai even follows me around and helps 

by Cheri Floyd 
Missionary to Papua New Guinea 

ry. In short, Telai and I have 

It's now been nine months since I've seen Telai. 
But she remembers me and knows that soon I'll be 
coming back to Fugwa. 

Recently, her mother told me in a letter, "We 
often pass your empty house and Telai wants to go 
in. She was upset when she couldn't invite you to 
her birthday partly last month. We explained to 
her that Cheri is in Australia. So Telai said she 
would pray. Every night she prays, "God, please 
send Cheri back to me. Cheri gives me lollies."' 

It seems that Telai has great faith . These days 
when small planes land at Fugwa, Telai claps her 
hands and says, "It's Cheri come with my lolly." 

Lollies helped me win a friend . In that 4-year 
old's eyes I am a person who makes her feel impor
tant. She likes to be with me. Telai is not afraid to 
ask me for things. Why do I think this is significant? 

You see, I hope to stay in PNG a long time. 
And one day, that 4-year old will be a 14-year old. 
Maybe she'll be going through that awkward time 
when it's hard to talk to parents, even if you love 
them. Maybe Telai will have hard questions that 
need answers. Telai will then want someone whom 
she likes and trusts. It should be someone that she 
is at ease asking questions of. 

Some day, I don't know when, Telai will also 
make a pivotal decision about who will hold first 
place in her life. If she has witnessed Christian love 
in the lives of others, there is a real chance that 
Telai will decide Jesus should be her Lord. I hope 
that my love, prayers and friendship towards Telai 
will be a small encouragement in her making that 
decision. 

So are giving away a few lollies important? Is a 
4-year old girl that doesn't speak English a good 
reason to return to the mission field? How spiri
tual is all this? 

I'll let you decide. But I will tell you one thing. 
Any day now, I will land at the Fugwa airstrip. Telai 
and her mother will be there in the crowd. And 
you better believe I'll have a lolly, ready in my 
pocket! 



4 
Continue to praise the Lord 

for the open door of ministry 
He has given us in Cambodia 

and for wisdom in the 
beginning states of decision 

making 

11 
Pray for God's leading for 

housing and language 
learning for Jim and Roxy Lo 

as they minister in Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia 

18 
Pray for the Filipino couple 

who will be discipling and 
church planting 

25 
Pray for Dr. John and Marge 

Connor as they minister in 
Phnom Penh teaching 

future leaders for the 
summer months 

5 
Pray for God's continuing 

love and encouragement to 
be poured out on His people 

in Liberia 

12 
Pray for the ongoing struggle 
for "daily bread" for many in 

Liberia today 

19 
Pray for our brothers and 

sisters in Sinoe County that 
we still have not heard from 

for three years 

26 
Pray for Pastor Jomah Collie 

as he continues to give 
capable leadership to our 

church in Liberia 
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6 
Pray for Rev. Levi lengibe as 

he gives leadership to the 
growing work in Suriname 

13 
Pray for the Bible School 

students currently studying 
for the ministry and for the 

future of the work in 
Suriname 

20 
Pray for Steve and Audrey 

Pocock and family as 
they prepare to leave for 

their first term of service in 
Suriname and for learning 

their language 

27 
Pray for the workers at 
Pilgrim Kondre as they 

minister to the elementary 
and high school students 

7 
Pray for the churches in 

Bulawayo and for their 
leaders 

14 
Pray as Dr. Mrs. Emmett 

minister to the church 
fellowship groups in the 

Northern area of Zimbabwe 

21 
Pray for Pastor Kalenge 

and his family 

28 
Pray for the new church 

beginning for the Sigola area 

1 
Pray for Rev. Eric and 

Cecila Bahadur who lead 
the thriving ministry and for 

wisdom for them as they look 
for new areas of outreach 

8 
Pray for the lay pastors 

who live sacrificially to be 
able to share the good 

news in this predominantly 
Muslim country 

15 
Pray for additional 

church families to help 
underwrite the costs of 

ministry in Pakistan 

22 
Pray for the Christian 
believers, making-up 

only 3% of the total 
population, who serve the 

Lord amid persecution 

29 
Pray for the development of 

more christian schools 

2 3 
Pray for Dr. Dan Gentry who Pray for the Holy Spirit to 

gives many hours to the work among the people in 
health and well-being of our Albania and for hearts to be 

missionary family open to the gospel message 

9 10 
Pray for General Director Pray for Paul and Darlene 

Don Bray as he gives Meeks as they minister in 
leadership to ministries that Tirana, Albania 

stretch around the world 

16 17 
Pray for Ralph and Grace Pray for more workers to be 
Yoder as they continue to called to this exciting new 

lean on the Lord for wisdom work of reaching the 
for their future and continued Albanian people for the Lord 

healing for Ralph and training them in 
leadership development 

23 24 
Pray for Ben and Faith Praise the Lord for the 

Moncivaiz who will begin a Chesapeake District who is 
new church plant in the city directing this new ministry 

of Leon in mid 1995 

30 
Pray for the continuing world 

crisis in Sierra Leone, 
Liberia, Croatia 



2 
Pray for Pastor Daniel 
and Eva Mrsic as they 

give leadership over this 
exciting outreach ministry 

in Split, Croatia 

9 
Pray for the hundreds of 

people in the refugee camps 
that are being ministered to 

weekly through food, 
clothing, and God's word 

16 
Pray for Marino Mojtic, the 

young man in seminary 
preparing for the pastorate 

23 
Pray for Kent and Cheri 

Pickslay as they return for a 
new term of service in Split 

30 
Pray for the young people 

being helped in the drug 
rehab program 

3 
Pray that the government 

officials will allow the doors 
to remain open to the 

gospel message 

10 
Pray for the leaders in the 

United Missions to Nepal as 
they minister throughout the 
country that will remain true 

to sharing the gospel 

17 
Praise the Lord for Debbie 

Mitchell's faithful ministry 
and pray for her health 

and in the UMN personnel 
office ministry 

24 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to 

continue to minister in the 
lives of the new Christians 

throughout Nepal 

31 
Pray for Nepalese 
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4 
Pray for Cindy Trotzke 

as she serves in Mexico 
this month 

11 
Pray for Matthew and David 

Hines as they serve with their 
parents in Honduras 

18 
Pray for Nathan Bennett as 

he travels to the US to begin 
his first year in college 

25 
Pray for Andre and Matthew 
Lo while they remain in the 

States for college as their 
parents leave to start the 

new ministry in Cambodia 

5 
Pray for Calista as she 

continues to bring people to 
the home fellowship group to 

hear the gospel 

12 
Pray for the health of 

Cedric and Sharlini Rodrigo 
and their four boys 
as they minister in 

Colombo, Sri Lanka 

19 
Pray for the 12 new believers 
that they will get grounded in 

their new relationship with 
Jesus Christ 

26 
Pray for new people with 

leadership skills to help 
with this growing and 

exciting work 

6 
Pray for the church planting 

ministry sponsored by the 
Philippine General 

Conference among the 
Filipinos in the Sydney 

area of Australia 

13 
Pray for Paul and Janet 

Turner as they continue to 
minister through leadership 

development at Rosales 
Bible School 

20 
Pray for Pastor Vic Oximas 

as he directs the church 
planting and missionary 

endeavors of the Philippine 
General Conference 

27 
Pray for General 

Superintendent Alfonso 
Pablo as he leads the 

growing work in the 
Philippines 

7 
Pray for Doris Wall as she 

begins a new term of service 
this month, ministering 

through teaching and 
translation work 

14 
Praise God for the 
Guyanese District 

leadership and pray for 
wisdom for this group 

of leaders 

21 
Pray for the work in the 

interior areas of Guyana and 
for the growing number of 

Christians to continue to 
grow and mature in their faith 

28 

1 
Pray for guidance as plans 
are being made for a new 

area for church planting with 
the help of the Bible School 

students 

8 
Pray for Pastor Omar as he 

continues to reach out to the 
LaCeiba Community 

15 
Pray for those who 

minister to the children 
and teens as these are 

the future of the Church 

22 
Pray for Tom and Lydia 
Hines as they minister 

through the Bible School and 
discipleship ministries 

29 
Pray for the Lord to lead I Pray for God's anointing on 

Guyanese young people into the young leaders of the work 
full-time Christian service in Honduras 

workers to be called into 1----------....._ ________ _._ ________ _._ ________ _._ ________ __. 
full-time ministry 
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I walked slowly on the narrow 
path between bowl-shaped pits 
scooped out of the earth. There 
were perhaps thirty or forty pits 
in this field, each one fifteen feet 
across and about six feet deep. 
My foot nudged a pebble, only it 
wasn't a pebble. I stopped to pick 
it up, and discovered that I was 
holding someone's tooth. 1 thought, 

"This tooth was part of someone who had hopes and 

dreams, who had a life here in Cambodia before 1975." 

From the sides of the pits, shafts of broken bones 

projected. Many thousands of people were bludgeoned 

to death in this killing field, and it is estimated that 

only a fraction of the remains have been exhumed 

Nevertheless, the towering monument of thousands of 

skulls stands at the edge of the field- a monument to 

the cruelty and evil of the Khmer Rouge who ruled 

Cambodia from 1975 to 1979. 

2/ivw 

by Kerry Kind 
Director of Field Ministries 



Unfortunately, this location was not 
unique. During the Khmer Rouge years, up 
to three million Cambodians lost their lives 
through such ghastly mass executions, 
often after torture, and through starvation. 
Only the invasion and occupation by the 
Vietnamese army stemmed the slaughter, 
and even then, Viet Nam brought its own 
brand of oppression for yet another decade. 

Today, there is a new beginning for the 
people of Cambodia. After the United 
Nations brokered a peace settlement and 

Phnom Penh, and other cities are jammed 
with traffic, mostly bicycles and motor
bikes. Markets are a hubbub of activity and 
the economy seems to be improving; the 
currency is growing stronger. Most of the 
population are under twenty years old and 
have no memory of the Khmer Rouge years. 
But nearly every family is missing aunts, 
uncles, cousins, and parents. 

One of the difficulties for Cambodia 
today is that those who were killed were 
the best educated and the most gifted 

"Suffering is not the issue. The issue is peace zvith God. 
Once we do His will, God gives us peace." Vek Huong Taing, 

survivor of killing fields, now director of Campus Crusade in Cambodia. 

massive relief efforts, elections were held in 
May of 1993 to establish a democratic 
government. The Khmer Rouge did not 
participate in the elections and Pol Pot, the 
Khmer Rouge leader, and his remaining 
forces are still fighting against the govern
ment in areas along the border with 
Thailand. Fortunately, the government 
seems to be winning. The capital city, 

people of the country. A generation of 
leaders is gone. Only by God's grace did a 
few committed Christian leaders escape. 
Today the population continues to be about 
87 percent Buddhist. But unlike all the 
years prior to the killing fields, people seem 
very open to the gospel and to new ideas 
about life. From the 1920s to 1970 
missionary work and church growth in 

facing page: 
Marker in an 
excavated mass 
grave at 
Choeung Ek. 

this page: 
Monument to 
those killed by the 
Khmer Rouge at 
Choeung Ek, 
near Phnom Penh. 
Skulls of the 
victims are 
stacked on 
shelves according 
to age and sex in 
order to show the 
scope of those 
killed. 
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Vek Huong Taing 
and his wife, 

Samoeun, at a 
ruined temple 
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Cambodia were painfully difficult and slow. 
After over forty years, there was a church of 
perhaps 1,000 people in the country of 10 
million. Today, the number of Christian 
believers is many times that and it is 
growing rapidly. Cambodia is more open to 
the gospel than any other Buddhist nation. 
Perhaps because of the killing fields and 
the national trauma, people are more 
willing to question their traditions and 
remain open to other answers to the larger 
issues of life. This is an historic, unique 
opportunity for people to hear and respond 
to the gospel of Jesus Christ in Cambodia, 
an opportunity which has never opened 
before and which may be short-lived. 

In the town of Siem Reap, in the 
shadow of the famous temple of Angkor 
Wat, I sat outside at a sidewalk breakfast 
cafe with Vek Huong Taing, the national 

director of Campus Crusade for Christ. It 
was not a tourist establishment, and the 
flies buzzed incessantly around us and our 
breakfast. We talked of the work of the 
gospel in Cambodia. Rev. Taing and his 
wife, Samoeun, have labored all their adult 
lives for the sake of Jesus Christ. The Lord 
providentially preserved them through the 
years of the killing fields in Cambodia, and 
then gave them a mighty ministry in 
Cambodian refugee camps and, in recent 
times, doing the work of evangelists in the 
new Cambodia. In most places where 
Campus Crusade works, there are no 
churches, so Rev. Taing plants independent 
churches called "New Life Churches." One 
cannot hear the story of their lives without 
being deeply moved by their commitment, 
integrity, and giftedness in serving the 
Lord. 

In our conversation, we discussed the 
possibility of Wesleyan missionaries 
helping to plant "New Life Churches" and 
working within Rev. Taing's organization. 
He smiled slowly as he said, "I love you 
Wesleyans, and my life's work is seeing the 
gospel spread in Cambodia. But you will 
do more for the gospel in Cambodia if you 
will come and plant Wesleyan churches. We 
will be close brothers as we help each other 
to do God's work." 

During June and July, John and Marge 
Connor are in Phnom Penh teaching 
courses in the Campus Crusade Bible 
school, which has about forty young men 
preparing to be pastors and evangelists. 
This fall, Jim and Roxy Lo, veteran 
missionaries to Southern Africa, will be 
relocating to Phnom Penh. They will be 
teaching part-time in Bible schools, identi
fying, recruiting, and mentoring a small 
group of first-generation Wesleyan pastors 
for Cambodia. We anticipate that a young, 
gifted Filipino couple will come as 



missionaries to Phnom Penh to assist in 
church planting. Other career missionaries 
from North America are needed to be on 
the field by 1996, or as soon as possible, to 
be part of a strong missionary team 
that is responding to the historic oppor
tunity that God has provided. 

We are believing God to help us plant 
four churches in the first three years, 
including two Khmer churches, one ethnic 
Chinese, and one ethnic Laotian, all in the 
Phnom Penh area. Kentwood Community 
Wesleyan Church (West Michigan District) 
has helped to develop the strategic plan and 
it is anticipated that they will be a key 
partner of Wesleyan World Missions in 
supporting and encouraging the work. 
Dakota District has indicated an interest in 
supporting the Filipino missionary couple. 
The connection with the Philippine General 
Conference is strengthened by our plan to 
have some Cambodian students study at 
the Filipino Bible College in Rosales. One 

Cambodia. Other friends have helped to 
encourage Wesleyan World Missions to take 
these steps and have expressed interest in 
participating in the Cambodian ministry as 
it unfolds. 

It is no great mystery why we are also 
interested in planting Chinese and Laotian 
congregations in Cambodia. With a signif
icant Laotian minority in Phnom Penh and 
a Chinese ethnic population of over one
third million in the country, these groups 
are an important part of the Cambodian 
people. But more importantly, there seems 
to be no place in southeast Asia where the 
Chinese are more open to the gospel than 
in Cambodia. And we believe the cultural 
and spiritual climate which has created an 
open door for the gospel is true for the 
ethnic sub-groups as well as for the Khmer 
majority. 

As we continue to build relationships 
with Cambodians and other ministry orga
nizations, no doubt other opportunities and 

potential partner
ships will emerge. 
But our main 
focus will al ways 
be the partnership 
which the Lord 
has extended to 
His church, to men 
and women who 
are His method, 
and to whom He 
has given the 
ministry of recon
ciliation in a lost 
and fallen world. 
The good news is 
that there is new 

----~~~~~~~~~~----.::!!!llo.Ol-..~~~~__J hope for Cambodia 
Cambodian student began his studies there 
in June, with the intent to serve the Lord 
through The Wesleyan Church m 

for the future. And for growing thousands 
of Cambodians, it is a future that is bound 
up in Jesus Christ for eternity. 

Vek Huong Taing 
discussing plans 
for Cambodia with 
Wesleyan World 
Missions leaders. 

from left: 
Kerry Kind, Chuck 
Roost, of Kentwood 
Community Church, 
Don Bray, Vek 
Huong Taing,and 
Wayne MacBeth. 
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Giving egg and 
meat offerings at 

one of many 
Buddhist shrines 
in Phnom Penh. 
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In the mid-1970s Cambodia exploded into the consciousness of the world 
with scenes of death, devastation, and horrific suffering. Estimates range 
between one and three million people were consumed in the genocide which 
has been labeled and identified by the words, "Killing Fields." Though 
approximately twenty years have passed since those eventful "Killing 
Fields," many Cambodians still remember. 

by Jim Lo 
With the help of Nigel Lau and Chin Ho 

In 1958, Sang Bun was a builder living in Battambang. Following in the tradition of his parents, Sang 
Bun was a practicing Buddhist. Dutifully he prayed to Buddha for protection from evil spirits and for 
good fortune. Daily he went to the Buddhist wat (temple) to offer meat and eggs to the spiritual-lion 
guardians. But worshipping Buddha did not take away the empty feeling Sang Bun felt in his heart. He 

had no inner peace. No matter how much he 
prayed to Buddha's statue and burned incense to 
him, Sang Bun felt as though he was still dirty. He 
yearned to have a clean heart. 

One day a man, known as Look Kruu (pastor) 
Ong, came to visit Sang Bun where he was working. 
In the course of their conversation, Sang Bun shared 
that he wished he could have his heart purified. Ong 
took a little booklet out of his coat pocket, handed 
it to Sang Bun, and encouraged him to read it when 
he had more time. 

That night, Sang Bun took the little book and 
read it. It talked about Jesus Christ and how He 
could make a perso:'l clean. Sang Bun thought to 
himself, "Can this really be true?" 

To make su re that he had read it correctly, Sang Bun reread the booklet many times. Again he 
thought to himself, "If this is true and this Jesus Christ, who is the son of God, can make my heart 
clean , then I want Him!" That night, Sang Bun prayed and asked Jesus Christ to cleanse his heart and 
become his Savior and Lord. "Jesus did a wonderful thing in my life that night," Sang Bun testifies. " I 
knew that He had forgiven me, and I felt clean all over!" 

In 1975 the Khmer Rouge took control of Cambodia. Throughout the land people were killed . 
The Khmer Rouge sought to eliminate all those who were educated or wealthy, or who had been influ
enced by "Western" ways. Those who were not killed were forced from their homes and made to do 
manual labor in r ice paddies. 

Sang Bun remembers the day the Khmer Rouge marched into Battambang as though it were only 

yesterday. 

" I was happily married at the time and the proud father of five sons. But when the Khmer Rouge 
entered my town in 1975, I knew that life would no longer be the same for us. With guns pointed at 
us, we were forced to leave our house . Some of my neighbors who tried to retrieve personal effects 
were either severely beaten or shot dead. 

"For many days we were forced to march. We were given little food to eat and only short periods 



TME SECUR\TY REQUTIOl\S 

for rest. Those who were too weak or exhausted to 
keep march ing were immediately killed . After many 
days my wife , weak from lack of food and physical 
exhaustion , collapsed. Some of us tried to help her 
get up, but one of the Khmer Rouge soldiers 
motioned for us to move aside. He then proceeded 
to yell at my wife to stand up. She tried, but she was 
just too weak. The young soldier then proceeded to 
hit her. I tried to stop him. This seemed to anger 
him more. Then, before my eyes he proceeded to 
bash my wife to death . I hated this man. 

"But that night as I lay upon the hard ground, I 
remembered the words of Jesus Christ that 
Christians are to love their enemies. Jesus did not 
want me to be filled with hatred but with love. God 
wanted me to pray for those who were causing us 
such suffering. I asked God to forgive me . I also 
asked Him to spare my life and the lives of my five 
sons. God answered my prayers. 

L'.._ ____ _.!~~~~~~~~~~~LJ "One time a missile landed only a few feet from 
me and exploded. The powerful impact of the explosion threw my body many feet into the air. When 
I regained consciousness, I saw that the explosion had left a large hole in the ground . Broken, bleeding 
bodies were scattered over the ground . Many of those who were standing near me before the explo
sion were dead. But God spared my life . 

"My boys were ages ten, eight, six, four, and two. Often during the forced long marches, I would 
have to carry one, two, or sometimes three of them by myself. But I was also very weak and getting 
weaker. During those times when I thought I could go no further, I prayed to God and asked Him for 
added strength . I can testify that He supplied me with His strength every time I appealed to Him. 

"My biggest prayer to God was for Him to spare the lives of my sons 
and to help them to grow up and become strong Christians. God has, 
and is , answering my prayers. Today, all my sons are Christians who are 
actively serving the Lord Jesus. Three of them are living in Battambang, 
and two are living in the capital city of Phnom Penh. My youngest son, 
Chin Ho, accepted Jesus Christ as his personal Savior in 1990. In 1993, 
he felt God's call upon his life to be a full-time Christian worker. 

"What we experienced during the time of the Khmer Rouge was a 
terrible thing. I would not want to relive those days .. . But I did learn 
some valuable lessons during that time. Perhaps the greatest lesson I 
learned is that no matter how awful things became under the Khmer 
Rouge, my God was still loving me and watching over me . 

" I offer my son, Chin Ho, to the work of the Lord. I want God to 
use him to preach salvation to Cambodians who do not know Jesus 
Christ as their Savior. Only when people become true Christians will 
we be able to avoid another episode like what happened during the time 
of the Killing Fields." 

left: 
A sign stating rules 
for the prisoners of 
the Khmer Rouge 
at Tuol Sleng Prison, 
a former school. 

below: 
Sang Bun's son, 
Chin Ho, who is 
now studying to 
enter the pastorate 
at the Filipino 
Bible school at 
Rosales, Philippines. 

1vw;7 



Rebuilding the Wall 
Wayne Wright 

Coordinator Wesleyan CoMission Office 

The goal of CaMissian is ta equip thousands of lay Christians ta 
share God's Ward with ordinary Russian people an a daily life 
basis, in public schools and in community Bible studie~. 

Something big is happening today. 
After seventy years of the "Iron 
Curtain," God has r~opened the door for 
Christians to go personally to the 
former Soviet Union and help -rebuild 
walls of faith that were torn down by 
atheistic communism. 

It reminds us of another time when 
God was working out an important part 
of His plans. After seventy years of 
captivity, He reopened the door for His 
people to go back to Jerusalem to 
rebuild the walls that the enemy had 
broken down. We read in Ezra and 
Nehemiah that there were many who 
responded to the challenge, and made 
the commitment to leave everything 
and get involved in the wall project. 
Though centuries have passed, you can 
still read the list of those who went in 
Nehemiah, chapter 3. 

Today's opportunity for giving the 
Word of God to the Russian people is, 
without question, one of the most 
significant in modern history, rivaling 
that of rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem. 
God is doing something in Russia that 
is capturing the attention of the world 
in these closing days of the twentieth 
century. 

What needs to be very clear is that 
this open door could even be for YOU. 
While "professional" ministers and 
missionaries are not necessarily 
excluded, this call is for anyone, lay or 
ministerial, who is willing to be a part 

of a marvelous program known as 
"CoMission:' The urgent need is for 
anyone whose heart is open to become 

. a part of God's agenda for Russia-right 
now. 

One thousand lay p~ople from all 
walks of life have alrea~y gone to the 
former Soviet Union, arid while only 
eternity will reveal the ~ull story, liter
ally thousands of Russian lives are 
being forever chang~d: _ l, 

The task of rebuilding the walls of 
faith in the former Soviet Union has 
been started, but there are wide gaps in 
the wall where workers ~re desperately 
needed in order for the task to be 
completed. ; 

There is an urgencfieed right now 
for sincere Christian lay persons to 
become part of a Wesleyan CoMission 
team to Russia. The pr~gram is all in 
place for a life-changing ministry in 

I. 

Russia, both for the vol1:1nteers and _ f_(lr,._ 
the people to whom they will _ go. God 
will miraculously provid~:dor those-who 
courageously answer His call. 

There is an urgent need for 
Wesleyan churches to become involved 
in this work by sending and supporting 
volunteers. One Wesleyan pastor has 
led his people to set a goal of sending 
ten CoMission missionaries from his 
church. Eight people have already 
gone, and he is reaping rich benefits in 
the life of his church as a result. 

God is making a list today of those 
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by Jim Lo 
Recently reassigned as missionary to Cambodia 

Jim and Roxy Lo 
visi ting temple 

ruins of near 
Siem Reap. 
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After twelve years of ministering in Southern 
Africa, I was feeling comfortable. I felt 
comfortable in African cross-cultural settings. 
It felt good to be able to converse in the Zulu 
language. I left African worship services 
feeling as though my spirit had been minis
tered to. 

I felt the comfort of knowing many people 
and of having many people know me. No 
longer was I feeling like the new kid on the 
block. After twelve years, I was a veteran 
missionary in Africa. African leaders in the 
church were beginning to seek me out for 
counsel. In December 1993, I had just been 
elected to the position of regional editor. 

I was feeling comfortable with the 
Theological Education by Extension program I 
was administering. The program was seeing 
an increase in student enrollment. In less than 
two years, the number of students studying 
through TEE had gone back up from 7 
students to 170 students. The reports I was 
receiving from local congregations were 
encouraging. "Since beginning his studies 
with TEE our Pastor has been preaching 
better." "Our church has been seeing growth 

ever s c our pastor has been applying what 
he ha been learning in TEE." "Our Sunday 
school classes are now filled with strong 
teaching a d reat di ussions." 

Yes, I a feeling co f rtab1e nd good in 
Southern frica. 

In April, my wife, Roxy, and I went to 
Cambodia for a two-wee explorntor trip to 
"spy out the land." Very quickly, I realized 
that I o longe felt co fortable. Going to 
Camb0di was mov'ng me out o my co fort 
zone. 

I H 1:1rteem.forfable not understanding the 
Khmer language. I felt insecure in not being 
able to give simple directions to the taxi driver 
or asking simple questions such as, "Can I 
have some water to drink?" or "Where is the 
men's room?" 



I felt frustrated at not being able to 
phonetically pronounce any words, since the 
Khmer alphabet has been borrowed from Pali 
and Indian Sanskrit. When I did try to use 
what little Khmer I had been studying, I found 
myself mixing it with Zulu. Cambodians do 
not know Zulu. 

I felt uncomfortable in the worship 
services, where I could not follow what was 
being said or sung. I couldn't even find songs 
in the hymnbook because Khmer numbers 
look different from English numbers. The 
spoken Khmer words sounded strange, 
confusing, and threatening. I felt disoriented 
because the Cambodian church leaders we 
were visiting were not doing things in the 
same manner that the African church leaders, 
with whom I had worked for many years, 
would have done them. 

I felt uncomfortable travelling in Phnom 
Penh where cars, motorbikes, cyclos (a combi
nation of rickshaw and bicycle), and ox drawn 
carts share the same roads. More than once 
my heart was in my mouth when I found 
myself almost being hit by a car while trying 
to cross to the other side of the street. In 
Phnom Penh, pedestrians give way to moving 
vehicles if they want to stay alive. 

I felt uncomfortable when beggars, who 
had been maimed by landmines, kept 
following me, showing me their "stubs" and 
tugging at my arm for money I felt uncom
fortable feeling like a "nobody," whereas in 
Africa, I was beginning to be recognized as 
being a "somebody" 

I felt uncomfortable not knowing anybody 
In Africa, I could enter certain villages and all 
the children would run out onto the dirt road 

and shout, "Umfundisi Lo! Umfundisi Lo!" 
Yes, I was feeling very uncomfortable in 
Cambodia. 

I was feeling sorry for myself. One day as 
I lay upon my hotel bed, I "moaned" to myself 
that perhaps I had made a mistake leaving 
comfortable and secure Africa. It was then 
that I was drawn to read Philippians 2:5-8: 
"Your attitude should be the same as that of 
Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, 
did not consider equality with God something 
to be grasped, but made himself nothing, 
taking the very nature of a servant, being 
made in hum an likeness. And being found in 
appearance as a man, he humbled himself and 
became obedient..." 

Yes, being in Cambodia was uncomfort
able. But we are to follow Jesus' example. 
Although it must 
have been very 
uncomfortable for 
Him to leave 
Heaven to come to 
earth, He was 
willing to do so 
because of His love 
for us. By compar
ison, the discomfort 
I feel in leaving my 
own comfort zone 
to share Jesus' love 
in new surround
ings is minimal. 
Like Jesus, I want 
be obedient to the 
Father's will. The 
lesson I am 
learning is that as a 
Christian I have not 
been called to be 
comfortable, but I 
have been called to 
be obedient. 

left: 
Roxy Lo traveling 
by one of the 
many cyclos in 
Siem Reap. 

below: 
A blind beggar 
playing an 
instrument. 
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by David LeRoy 
District Superintendent of Dakota District 

Cambodia is a land of contrasts, especially 
for anyone who is at home on the North 
American continent. Driving into the city of 
Phnom Penh from the airport, I encountered 
stark contrasts. A Mercedes Benz was 
parked next door to a family living in abject 
poverty. A family who raised pigs, whose 
front yard was a pig sty, lived alongside a 
well-kept home with a court yard. 

I ordered a cheeseburger at "Uncle Sam's 
Fried Chicken," the first American fast food 
outlet in Cambodia, and discovered that you 
get what you order-a bun with cheese-no 



meat! If you want meat, that is twenty cents 
extra. In America, it's the other way around! 

Before the Khmer Rouge decimated the 
country, Cambodia had been known as the 
"Jewel of Southeast Asia." Today, gutted 
buildings and a ravaged countryside stand 
in stark contrast to evidences of its former 
beauty. 

The most powerful contrast, however, is 
between Buddha and the living God. 
Angkor Wat (temple), near the city of Siem 
Reap, is home to many shrines erected to 
Vishnu and Buddha, some of which are 
more than 1000 years old. Near Siem Reap is 
a lake that was considered sacred before the 
Khmer Rouge take-over. It was sacred 
because it covers a temple that was built in 
the eleventh century. Today the sacredness 
of that lake has taken on new meaning. 
Over 1000 people have been baptized there 
since 1992 in public profession of their faith 
in Jesus Christ, according to Vek Huong 
Taing, Campus Crusade Director for 
Cambodia. 

A house church of approximately 50 
people sits next to a refugee camp. Refugees 

who fled from the city into 
the countryside to escape 
fighting, now have 
nothing. Buddha has not 
made a difference for them, 
but Jesus Christ offers 
hope. 

One evening we 
attended a rally sponsored 
by Carn pus Crusade. 
Fourteen people responded 
to the invitation to receive 
Christ. Several local 
government officials 
attended. One of them, the 
first vice-governor of the 
area, filled in a card asking 
to receive more informa
tion about Jesus. 

To a country that is 
over 87 percent Buddhist 
and that has been closed to 
the gospel, Jesus Christ 
offers good news. To 
hungry-hearted people, He 
is the Bread of Life. To a 
war-torn nation, He is the 

Prince of Peace. To the poverty-stricken, the 
God of Heaven offers a new and eternal 
hope. 

A window of opportunity has presented 
itself to The Wesleyan Church to partner 
with others in sharing this good news. The 
time to act is now. Let us seize it and make 
a difference. 

Editor's note: The Dakota District is 
helping to underwrite costs of Philippine 
Wesleyan missionaries to begin church 
ministries in Cambodia. 

from far left: 
Guards at temple 
ruins, a view of 
the ancient temple 
of Angkor Wat, a 
lady selling 
flowers on the 
street in 
Phnom Penh. 
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India 
Charles and Grace Paine have 

completed the process of visiting with 
churches in North America raising 
prayer and financial partners and have 
prepared to return to India where they 
began missionary ministry 30 years 
ago. Unfortunately, their request for 
visas has yet to be responded to and 
they are now on hold until they can 
complete a successful visa application. 
Prayer is needed for the Paines so they 
will be able to return to the Leprosy 
Hospital in central India in the near 
future. 

Sierra Leone 
General Director Don Bray reports 

the political situation in Sierra Leone 
continues to remain highly unstable. 
While ongoing support and affirmation 
are being provided to the national 
church and leaders, Wesleyan mission
aries will be unable to return in the 
foreseeable future. Consequently, a 
number of reassignments have been 
accepted including the following: Tom 
and Donna Putnam to serve as medical 
missionaries in Haiti, Marion and Vergie 
Vreugdenhil to serve as regional 
director for Wesleyan World Missions 
for Africa, Elizabeth Anderson to work 
with health clinics in Zambia, and Perry 
and Nancy Hubbard to Papua New 
Guinea to help with the development of 
the new Bible school. Those 
concluding service with Wesleyan 
World Missions at this time include 
Kevan and Jody Mueller, Laurel 

Maynard, and Dr. Vilma Lumahan who 
is returning to her home in the 
Philippines. Carol Earl's reassignment 
was still pending at press time. 

Haiti 
Dick and Donna Doan, Wesleyan 

missionaries working with West Indies 
Self-Help, report that approximately 
150 tons of food were delivered 
recently by the Red Cross for distribu
tion on the island of LaGonave. The 
Red Cross is renting the previous WISH 
Sewing School facility for storage of 
their shipments prior to distribution. 
They have been extremely busy 
arranging for several trips up the moun
tain with allotments designated for 
people in the mountain communities. 
These shipments include corn meal , 
sugar, soy beans, and rice. The Deans 
express thanks to those who have 
prayed the containers of supplies 
through the red tape of customs so that 
this desperately needed food could be 
put into the hands of the Haitians we 
serve in LaGonave. 

Albania 
General Superintendent Dr. Earle 

Wilson reports that on his recent trip to 
Albania 91 people gathered during a 
weekday dedication ceremony at the 
new ministry room in Durres. The 
following Sunday they had over 100 in 
attendance for morning worship. Every 
chair was used with people standing in 
the back. One highlight of the service 



was a man who came forward with his 
entire fam ily to profess Christ as Savior. 

Russia 
Mission Director Ron Dawson 

reports that 119 women attended the 
second annual women's tea. This has 
doubled from one year ago and there 
was a wonderful sense of God's pres
ence as well as a great response to the 
gospel from those who attended. 

Peru 
Reporting from the seminary at 

Chiclayo, missionaries Jarvis and Sue 
Ferguson report that instead of the 
expected decline in enrollment due to a 
large recent graduating class, there is 
actually an increase to fourteen on
campus students and an additional 
four who are studying part-t ime. 
Additional prospective students plan to 
begin studies in the summer of 1995. 

Asia 
Regional Director Barry Ross 

reports in his recent newsletter that The 
Wesleyan Church is growing 
throughout Asia. He writes , "We 
witnessed and participated in 20 
believers' baptisms, nearly all converts 
from Hinduism, a half dozen childrens' 
dedication - baptisms, two ordinations 
to ministry, two ground breakings for 
soon to be constructed Wesleyan 
church buildings, one dedication of a 
just completed Wesleyan church 
building , a ground breaking for new 

classrooms at our newest Wesleyan 
English Medium Christian school , an 
opening worship service of a new 
pioneer Wesleyan church with 35 
present, and much more." These 
reports were gleaned from his recent 
ministry trips to Sri Lanka, India, 
Pakistan, Cambodia and Japan. 

Missionaries in Transition 
Returning to service from home 

ministries are Steve and Audrey 
Pocock to Suriname, Dennis and 
Connie Engle to Southern Africa, Doris 
Wall to Guyana, Steven and Joyce 
Trotzke to Haiti, Perry and Nancy 
Hubbard to Papua New Guinea, 
Elizabeth Anderson to Zambia, Cl ifton 
and Arletta Ashlock to Brazil , Dorcas 
Croft to Swaziland, Steve and Cheri 
Horst to Russia, Ben and Faith 
Moncivaiz to Mexico, Tom and Donna 
Putnam to Haiti, Marion and Vergie 
Vreugdenhil to Africa where Marion will 
serve as reg ional director for all 
Wesleyan ministries throughout Africa. 

Returning to North America are 
Kevin and Cindy Austin from Germany 
(for June, July, and August), Dennis and 
Lois Wright from Austria (for June, July, 
and August), Fred and Carol Cromer 
from Zambia, Norm and Kim Wilson 
from Puerto Rico (concluding service 
with the department), Dr. Marilyn Hunter 
from Haiti (concluding service with the 
department), and Doug and Kappy 
Barnes from Puerto Rico (concluding 
service with the department). 



Originally, Scott's dream was to be a 
musician. His talent on the saxophone 
opened doors in the entertainment 
industry to travel and perform 
nationwide. However, God had 
another idea. When He got hold of 
Scott's heart and life, it was through 
the persistence of a youth pastor that 
would not let go. Following his 
conversion came three years of disci
pling and mentoring. "Precept upon 
precept, line upon line ... " Scott began 
to catch a different dream, the one God 
had for him. As a youth pastor, on 
short-term mission trips, as a musi
cian, and as minister of discipleship at 
Warsaw Wesleyan Church, God 
continued to mold the dream. 

"Several years ago," Scott remem
bers, "I read an article by Keith Green 
that ultimately changed my whole 
ministry focus. In it he stated that in 
North America there is one Christian 
worker for every two hundred fifty 
people; in contrast, outside of North 
America there is one Christian worker 
for every four hundred fifty thousand 
people. Those statistics gripped my 
heart and I made a commitment to 
turn those numbers around. That was 
the beginning of the 'dream.' Three 

Golden Seaton interviews Scott Olson, who serves as director of volunteer ministries for Wesleyan World Missions. 
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years ago, I felt God calling me into 
short-term missions ministry. The 
dream didn't die or go away. Instead, 
God brought a steady stream of 
encouraging voices to affirm my lead
ership and this specific call. Since 
then, He has been refining the dream 
and getting me ready for the place in 
His timing." 

That timing for Scott Olson is now. 
On June 1, Scott began serving 
Wesleyan World Missions as director 
of Volunteer Ministries. I called Scott, 
eager to find out if the energy and 
intensity that I read between the lines 
of the resume was as real as I 
perceived. I was not disappointed. 

Golden Seaton: How do you see short-term 
missions fitting in with the big picture of 
world missions? 
Scott: Short-term missions is a powerful tool 
for raising up career missionaries. I have 
watched team members go and come back 
completely changed. Short-term missions 
exposes people to the needs of a hurting 
world and provides an atmosphere where the 
Lord can call them into full-time service. I see 
it as a tool that will change the way we think 
and the way we live our lives. It is a tool that 
God uses to shape world Christians. The 

' ' 

other edge of the tool is to encourage and 
strengthen national church leaders and 
missionaries. 

GS: You talk about "world Christians." What 
is a "world Christian?" 
Scott: A world Christian thinks globally. It is 
someone who accepts personal responsibility 
for their part of the Great Commission. We 
have been mandated to "go and make disci
ples ... " A world Christian takes that seriously 
and follows through to do what he or she can 
to make a difference. 

GS: When you think about the task of 
promoting and building short-term missions, 
are there specific age groups or interest groups 
that you hope to target? 
Scott: The great thing about short-term 
missions is that there is a place for people of 
all ages. There is a new generation of people 
who are applying with parachurch organiza
tions for short-term mission experiences. I 
hope to be a bridge to reach young adults and 
develop strategies that will attract them. 
Other parachurch organizations can offer the 
experience, but The Wesleyan Church can 
offer not only a short-term experience but 
follow it up with discipleship, study at one of 
our four colleges, and assistance and place
ment as needed in becoming career 
missionaries. 

continued on next page 
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The Olson 
family 

from the left: 
Jill, David, 
Scott, and 

Daniel. 
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G5: What do think a short-term mission trip 
should include? 
Scott: I would like to see every team have 
the opportunity to experience evangelistic 
outreach. If the main focus of a team is to 
build a building, that is great. But I would also 
like to see work teams spend a share of their 
time in evangelism, whether in music, 
puppets, or sharing a testimony. On the other 
hand, teams that go primarily to witness, 
should have opportunity to get their finger
nails dirty by helping out in some physical 
way. 

G5: What about pre-trip preparation? Is their 
value in it? 
Scott: Yes. I have worked with the Youth 
Department and with World Missions 
preparing some training materials for YES 
Ministries that helped prepare the kids spiri
tually, culturally, and socially. More of that 
kind of training is needed. I would encourage 
each team to have monthly meetings as small 
groups. There would be required reading and 
opportunity to discuss and pray together. 
Short-term teams should go to enhance the 

missionary efforts. They should not be a 
hindrance. The more prepared they are, the 
better they will be able to serve. 

Scott Olson is described as "being most 
effective when he is recruiting, mobi
lizing, and equipping people to serve in 
cross-cultural evangelism." Others have 
used words such as, "creative," "enthusi
astic," "passionate" with a "tremendous 
heart for outreach." As we visited over 
the phone, I had to concur. He was in the 
process of preparing for a chapel service 
at Indiana Wesleyan University where 45 
young adults would be commissioned for 
service in differing capacities and on 
various mission fields throughout the 
summer. I sensed in our conversation 
that his heart went with them and his 
vision was to change those numbers too, 
from 45 to maybe 145 or more. "Several 
years ago," Scott says, "I learned a leader
ship maxim that transformed my 
ministry. It is called the 'wedge principle.' 
When a wedge is sharp, it is focused. 
When that same wedge is both sharp, and 
focused, it can effectively cut through a 
solid block of wood with great ease. 
Today, I am convinced that God has called 
me to a very specific task in His Kingdom 
work." 

God has a dream for Scott, a dream 
for a "world Christian" which, inciden
tally, includes his love for music and his 
talent for playing the saxophone. He 
also has a dream for Wesleyan World 
Missions. Even for you and me. And he 
is in the process of defining and refining 
that dream so that His Kingdom's work 
will be accomplished. The question for 
us is "Do I dare to dream? And do I dare 
to trust God with it?" 



M){ Tank Runneth 
from the newsletter of David and Donna Tolan 

Missionaries to Zambia 

Dave and </Jonna tvtJnt up the lull 
'To fetch a pazl ef U"-ate1: 
<lJav"e found none so had no fun 
find Vonna came crying qfte1: 

At Pilgrim Wesleyan Seminary in Zambia, we have been struggling with 
a water shortage problem for over two years. We have rationed water, 
done without water, re-used water, hauled water, and drilled for water. 
But praise the Lord, not any more! We have water, water everywhere! 
Lots of water! Good water! 

On February 23, the drilling team struck water at a depth of 190 feet, 
just behind our house. Although it was a wonderful answer to prayer, it 
began a long list of many things that had to be done before we could 
begin pumping water from the new well. One of the problems was that 
this new site was too close to our septic tank and soak-away. To make 
matters worse, on the day the drilling team pulled out, they drove over 
the septic tank and it caved in under the weight of their truck. There they 
sat with their front wheels hanging into our septic tank. We laugh at it 
now, but it wasn't funny then. The first thing that had to be done was to 
bu~ld a new septic tank and soak-away. 

Another major task was to dig, by hand, a trench for the water line to 
the tank about 350 yards away. We have a large water storage tank that 
stands at the highest point of our campus. All our water is gravity fed 
from that tank. New equipment had to be purchased and put in place, and 
all the electrical wiring had to be prepared to supply the pump. By the 
end of March, everything was ready for the transfer over to the new well. 

The last gallon of water was pumped from the old well at 6 o'clock on 
Friday morning, March 31. Quickly, the electrical wiring was discon
nected and all the students and staff together pulled up the pump and 150 
feet of metal pipe. Next, we stationed ourselves along the old water line 
and picked up part of the plastic pipe and slung it over our shoulders. 
Then, in a long line we all marched to the new site to lay the pipe in the 
new trench. After lunch, we put the pump and 150 feet of metal pipe into 
the new well. Everything was connected and tested and by 5 o'clock that 
afternoon we pumped the first gallon of water from our new well. 
Everyone was excited! So, we had a time of thanksgiving and praise. 

However, we discovered another major problem. Our tank was 
leaking almost as fast as we could pump. While we were making the tran
sition to the new site, we decided to clean out the tank. Unfortunately, 
disturbing the sediments at the bottom caused the tank to begin leaking. 
Four days later, after we had gathered the things we needed, we shut off 
the pump for a day and a half while we repaired the tank. On Friday, 
April 7, our tank was full for the first time in two years! During the next 
week, Easter week, the tank overflowed several times! What a wonderful 
way to celebrate the miracle of the Resurrection with our own faithful 
giving! God has blessed us! 



21 JESSICA HUBBARD '88 PNG 17 PAUUJANET TURNER PHILIPPINES 18 MICHAEL POCOCK '88 SURINAME 
27 JENNIFER ENGLE '79 SOUTHERN AFRICA 19 DAN/NANCY GORMONG ZAMBIA 19 ADAM BENNED '79 ZAMBIA 
28 CALEB AUSTIN '88 GERMANY 26 STEVE/CHERI HORST RUSSIA 20 ELIZABETH BENCE '82 AUSTRALIA 

JULY 26 GARY/CHARLOITE WILEY PERU 20 JESSALYN SMITH '91 BRAZIL 

CHILDREN'S BIRTHDAYS 21 HEATHER GUPTILL '84 COLOMBIA 
MISSIONARY BIRTHDAYS 5 LINDSEY MONCIVAIZ '79 MEXICO 28 MICHAEL BRAISTED '82 PERU 

1 ROD GUPTILL COLOMBIA 8 KALEY LAPOINTE '91 SOUTHERN AFRICA 
2 JOY GUPTILL COLOMBIA 18 JONATHAN ASHLOCK '78 BRAZIL 

NOVEMBER 
2 CLIFTON ASHLOCK BRAZIL 19 MICHAEL MUELLER '90 SIERRA LEONE MISSIONARY BIRTHDAYS 
2 PATIY NORRIS INDONESIA 20 NOAH BENNED '88 BRAZIL 3 ROXENE LO CAMBODIA 
8 NANCY GORMONG ZAMBIA 26 MATIHEW CROMER '8 1 ZAMBIA 4 CONNIE ENGLE SOUTHERN AFRICA 
9 GRACE ENSZ BRAZIL 27 JULIANNE BURNED '84 BRITISH ISLES 7 ESTHER PHILLIPPE SOUTHERN AFRICA 
11 BOB BAGLEY SOUTHERN AFRICA 30 STEPHEN TOLAN '88 ZAMBIA 10 DONNA PUTNAM HAITI 
16 CHARLES PAINE INDIA 12 DARLENE MEEKS ALBANIA 
23 RON DAWSON RUSSIA SEPTEMBER 15 DIANA LAPOINTE SOUTHERN AFRICA 
25 JAMES RAMSAY SOUTHERN AFRICA MISSIONARY BIRTHDAYS 15 MARGARET Ross REG. DIRECTOR 
25 DAVID TOLAN ZAMBIA 2 CINDY AUSTIN GERMANY 17 JERRY MANWARING HAITI 
28 JOE BRAISTED PERU 2 JEFFREY FUSSNER INDONESIA 20 DON FLOYD PNG 
29 MARC LAPOINTE SOUTHERN AFRICA 2 DAWN WHEATON HAITI 20 CINDY SMITH BRAZIL 
29 LOIS WRIGHT AUSTRIA 2 JONATHAN CROFT CZECH REPUBLIC 24 DAN BURNED BRITISH ISLES 
30 MARGE CONNOR CONSULTANT ON TEE 4 FAITH MONCIVAIZ MEXICO 26 BARBARA BENNED ZAMBIA 

ANNIVERSARIES 7 EDWARD PARMAN MEXICO 27 JUDY KEILHOLTZ PNG 

1 PAUULOIS DOWNEY BRAZIL 9 STORER EMMETT ZAMBIA 29 NANCY HUBBARD PNG 

3 JOHN/MARGE CONNOR CONSULTANT ON TEE 10 DENNIS WRIGHT AUSTRIA 29 ANGELYN RODRIGUEZ PUERTO RICO 

9 TOM/DONNA PUTNAM HAITI 10 JEFF BENNETI BRAZIL 30 THOMAS HINES HONDURAS 

12 RANDY/LINDA FREEMAN PNG 13 GARY WILEY PERU ANNIVERSARIES 

19 KEVIN/CINDY AUSTIN GERMANY 16 PRESTON EDMONDS CZECH REPUBLIC 17 KEVIN/CINDY SMITH BRAZIL 
30 PRESTON/DONNA EDMONDS CZECH REPUBLIC 18 JODY MANWARING HAITI 23 FREDDY/JUDI WILLIAMS HAITI 
31 KEITH/PATIY NORRIS INDONESIA 19 CHARLES SHORES RUSSIA 28 JEFF/SHELLEY BENNED BRAZIL 

CHILDREN'S BIRTHDAYS 22 GRACE PAINE INDIA CHILDREN'S BIRTHDAYS 

4 KYLE AUSTIN '86 GERMANY 23 RICHARD DOAN HAITI 4 CHRISTOPHER PUTNAM '86 HAITI 
6 JOHN MARK POCOCK '90 SURINAME 28 MARILYN HUNTER HAITI 11 CHELSEA PICKSLAY '89 CROATIA 
14 ROSALEE FREEMAN '80 PNG ANNIVERSARIES 10 REBECCA MANWARING '78 HAITI 
14 JASON SMITH '86 BRAZIL 1 STORER/WILMA EMMETI ZAMBIA 12 JOSHUA TOLAN '93 ZAMBIA 
17 TRACY HOPE BAGLEY '86 SOUTHERN AFRICA 1 ROBERT/KAROLYN BICKERT PHILIPPINES 15 NICOLE RODRIGUEZ '92 PUERTO RICO 
23 SANDY HORST '87 RUSSIA 10 CHARLES/GRACE PAINE INDIA 16 JOEL FERGUSON '84 PERU 
24 BENJAMIN MONCIVAIZ '89 MEXICO 22 JOHN/SHANDA CROFT CZECH REPUBLIC 

DECEMBER 24 JENNIFER BU RNED '89 BRITISH ISLES CHILDREN'S BIRTHDAYS 

4 JOSHUA BAGLEY '81 SOUTHERN AFRICA MISSIONARY BIRTHDAYS 
AUGUST 

6 KRISTY LAPOINTE '89 SOUTHERN AFRICA 5 JIM KEILHOLTZ PNG 
MISSIONARY BIRTHDAYS 20 BENJAMIN AUSTIN '91 GERMANY 10 WILLIAM FOSTER AUSTRALIA 

1 SHANDA CROFT CZECH REPUBLIC 20 TIMOTHY PUTNAM '88 HAITI 14 JARVIS FERGUSON PERU 
4 LINDA FREEMAN PNG 24 JEFFREY HUBBARD '85 PNG 14 DORIS WALL GUYANA 
6 RUTH STRAND HONDURAS 29 KELLY EDMONDS '82 CZECH REPUBLIC 21 MARION VREUGDENHIL REG. DIRECTOR 
8 DENNIS ENGLE SOUTHERN AFRICA 23 GEORGE RODRIGUEZ PUERTO RICO 
8 DONNA EDMONDS CZECH REPUBLIC OCTOBER 31 WILMA EMMED ZAMBIA 
8 STEVEN ECCLES PNG MISSIONARY BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES 
9 HELEN JACOBSON HAITI 2 BEN MONCIVAIZ MEXICO 8 RON/BARBARA DAWSON RUSSIA 
10 AUDREY POCOCK SURINAME 7 STEVEN TROTZKE HAITI 15 PERRY/NANCY HUBBARD PNG 
10 CHERI FLOYD PNG 7 SHARON PARMAN MEXICO 20 MIKE/CINDY HELVIE SOUTHERN AFRICA 
21 LINDA LEHM AN SOUTHERN AFRI CA 9 PAUL MEEKS ALBANIA 22 BOB/EVA CHENEY SOUTHERN AFRICA 
22 MIKE HELVIE SOUTHERN AFRICA 14 CONNIE CORNELL PUERTO RICO 24 BEN/FAITH MONCIVAIZ MEXICO 
23 STEVE HORST RUSSIA 15 SATURNINO GARCIA AT-LARGE 31 GEoo;E/ANGELYN RODRIGUEZ PUERTO RICO 
24 PERRY HUBBARD PNG 17 DANIEL GORMONG ZAMBIA CHILDREN'S BIRTHDAYS 
25 PATii THIELE MEXICO 20 MARILYN BLAKE RUSSIA 3 HANNAH CROMER '89 ZAMBIA 
26 CAROL EARL SIERRA LEONE 25 BARRY Ross REG. DIRECTOR 6 AARON TOLAN '82 ZAMBIA 
29 KEN BLAKE RUSSIA 26 JUDI WILLIAMS HAITI 8 TIMOTHY BRAISTED '87 PERU 

ANNIVERSARIES 27 RICH LIVELY RUSSIA 10 AARON ASHLOCK '76 BRAZIL 
1 BILUMARILEE PEED ZAMBIA 29 CHARLOTTE WILEY PERU 14 DAVID HINES '84 HONDURAS 
4 JIM/CAROL RAMSAY SOUTHERN AFRICA ANNIVERSARIES 22 ERIC WILEY '89 PERU 
4 JIM/JUDY KEILHOLTZ PNG 9 STEVEN/JOYCE TROTZKE HAITI 27 MARK TOLAN '84 ZAMB IA 
6 STEVE/RUTH STRAND HONDURAS 18 KENT/CHERYL PICKSLAY CROATIA 30 KIRSTEN BABCOCK '76 AUSTRIA 
8 BARRY/MARGARET Ross JAPAN 25 CHARLES/JANET SHORES RUSSIA 
9 ROD/JOY GUPTILL COLOMBIA CHILDREN'S BIRTHDAYS 
9 MARCUS/DIXIE DEAN COLOMBIA 7 BESS HORST '85 RUSSIA 
14 JARVIS/SUE FERGUSON PERU 13 VIRGINIA MONCIVAIZ '81 MEXICO 
14 JERRY/JODY MANWARING HAITI 



6 
Pray for David and Zandra 

Thompson as they begin 
pastoral ministry in 

Manhattan, KS, and their 
boys as they transition into 

new schools. 

13 
Pray for the closing 

service of missionary 
retreat that the Lord will 
bring a refreshing spirit 

to His workers. 

20 
Pray for Dr. Marilyn 

Hunter as she begins 
her new ministry in 
Berrien Springs, Ml 

27 
Pray for Ors. Romy 

and Linda Caringal as they 
come to the States for 

further education 

7 
Pray for the 2000 X 2000 
meetings to be held this 

month in Brazil 

14 
Pray for the pastors in 

Haiti who have just had 
enlightening meetings 

with Dr. Garcia 

21 
Pray for the continued health 

of Dr. and Mrs. Garcia as 
they travel, sharing with 

pastors and church leaders 

28 
Pray for the continued 

growth and maturing of the 
new church plants due to the 

vision casting of the 2000 X 
2000 program 

AUGUST 1995 
1 

Pray for Daphne Niemack 
who teaches & ministers 

to the Bible school 
students at EWBC 

8 
Pray for Rev. Israel Langa as 

he gives leadership to 
the Bible school 

in Manzini 

15 
Pray for the College on 

Wheels Extension program 
that is bringing educational 

opportunities to people 
throughout Swaziland 

22 
Pray for Bob and Brenda 

Bagley as they teach at 
the Bible school and 

mentor students 

29 
Praise the Lord for the 
exciting ministry of the 

Manzini Wesleyan Church 
and pray for their continued 

outreach programs 

2 
Pray for the government 

officials who are working 
on Chuck and Grace 

Paines' visa that it may 
be cleared quickly 

9 
Pray for each of the patients 

at the leprosy hospital and 
the people who reside in the 

City of Hope that the Lord 
will be made real to them 

16 
Pray for Rev. Samuel Justin 
as he ministers throughout 

his district in Pardi, India 

23 
Pray for the hundreds 

of children who are 
ministered to daily at 
the primary schools 

30 
Pray for continued wisdom 

for Dr. Devadas as he leads 
the ministry in India 

3 
Pray for Brimah as he 

continues to give 
leadership to 

Kamakwie Hospital. 

10 
Pray for wisdom for S.D. 
Kanu and J.Y. Conteh as 
they give direction to the 

Sierra Leone Church 

17 
Pray for the Bible school 

students as they try to 
continue to attend classes 
in the midst of civil unrest 

24 
Pray for daily food for our 

brothers and sisters who are 
living in very difficult times 

31 
Pray for peace to come to 

this troubled land and for a 
stable government 

4 
Pray for Bob and Robin 

Stanforth and family as they 
return to the States and look 
for work and for the ministry 

they leave behind in 
Bankstown, Australia 

11 
Pray for Fred Mikesell as he 

teaches and has Bible 
studies with Zambian 

children at Choma 
Secondary School 

18 
Pray for Harold and Evelyn 

Austin as they finish their 
time pastoring the English 
speaking church south of 

Munich, Germany 

25 
Pray for Diane Wiles as she 

begins a new school year at 
the Wesleyan Academy in 

Puerto Rico 

5 
Pray for wisdom and 

guidance for the team 
giving leadership to this 

new ministry of The 
Wesleyan Church 

12 
Praise the Lord for the 

openness to the gospel of 
the Chinese living in Phnom 
Penh and pray for the good 
news to be carried back to 

their homeland 

19 
Pray for the continued 

evangelistic outreach that 
is reaching hundreds of 
people with the gospel 

of Jesus Christ 

26 
Pray for Jim and Roxy Lo 

as they leave for their new 
ministry in Cambodia 



SEPTEMBER 

3 4 5 6 7 
Praise the Lord for Pray for the Bible school Thank the Lord for the Pray for the Wesleyan Pray for the Bible college 
Immanuel General students in Chiclayo as leadership of National Academy staff and students as it trains future leaders 

Mission as they celebrate they prepare for future Superintendent Rev. K.E. as they begin the new for the Korean 
50 years of ministry ministry throughout Peru Gray and continue to ask school year Wesleyan Church 

for God's wisdom as he 
leads this work 

10 11 12 13 14 
Pray for Dick and Barbara Pray for the new Christians Pray for Dan and Joyce Pray for the upcoming Pray for D.S. Rev. Chung 

Barker as they teach at the in the Surco Church as they Burnett as they begin Latin Missions Conference as he creates strategies for 
Bible college continue to grow in the Lord their prayer and financial that will be held in the growth of the church 

support team Puerto Rico in January 

17 18 19 20 21 
Pray for Barry and Pray for the church leaders Pray for Miss. K. Kirby Pray for George and Pray for Pastor Kim 

Margaret Ross as they as they work with each other who is developing a new Angelyn Rodriguez as they as he ministers among 
minister across Asia and bring vision and Christ youth ministry program for begin their new ministry as Koreans in Australia 

likeness to the districts The Wesleyan Church chaplain at the Academy 

24 25 26 27 28 
Pray that God will call Pray for Joe and Debbie Pray for Rev. Arlington Pray for two new Pray for the district 

Wesleyan young people Braisted as they start on Trotman and the community missionary families to be conference which will be 
to serve in Japan their last term of language outreach in the greater called to ministry in this held next month 

study London area growing ministry 

1995 
1 

Pray for Steven and Joyce 
Trotzke as they begin their 

new term of service as 
mission director 

8 
Pray for Miriam as she 
ministers as a nurse at 
the LaGonave Hospital 

15 
Pray for the Theological 
Education by Extension 

students as they continue 
to study for ministry 

22 
Pray for Tom and Donna 

Putnam as they transition 
their new ministry in Haiti 

29 
Pray for the 

continued peace and 
government in Haiti 

2 
Pray for the hundreds of 

people displaced in Croatia 
due to the war and the 

ongoing ministry and 
outreach to them 

9 
Pray for the continued 
rebuilding of lives and 

homes in Mozambique 
following the civil war 

16 
Pray for the new ministry to 

recovering alcoholics and 
drug addicts in Russia 

23 
Pray for upcoming holiness 

meetings in Bogota, 
Colombia, that God will 
prepare hearts and lives 

for these meetings 

30 
Pray for the ministry of 

Tim Elmore to the 
evangelical community in 

Sri Lanka during the second 
week of October 



Puerto Rico 
Wesley~n Academy 

DEP Certification, Middle States Association accreditation, fluent oral and 
written English and two years of teaching experience are very desirable. 

40 Years of Excellence 
Send cover letter and resume to: 

Miss Connie Cornell 
P.O. Box 1489 
Guaynabo, P.R. 00970-1489 
or FAX: (809) 790-0730 
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by Bill French 
CoMissioner in yazan 

SSION 
V~&w<l 

The CoMission is an historic partnering of 
over 80 evangelical organizations to reach one 
God-inspired goal across the former Soviet 
Union. The goal is to teach the principles of 
biblical Christianity in the schools and commu
nities, to bring people to a knowledge of Christ 
as Lord and to empower them through training 
to teach others. This ministry is indeed "Many 
Voices, One Calling." The "Many Voices" 
include denominations, parachurch training 
organizations, universities, Christian sports 
organizations, humanitarian aid, Christian coun
seling, media and medicine. Several 
organizations, including The Wesleyan Church, 
serve as sending agencies that recruit, process 
and send out teams of CoMissioners. The "One 
Calling" is to fill the gap left by the fall of the 
communist regime and the Marxist training 

with the gospel of God's redemptive grace. To 
accomplish this we use the "JESUS" film, a 
special Christian Morals and Ethics curriculum, 
outstanding Christian literature and videos, and 
training in inductive Bible study. Our main 
tools, however, are the day-to-day lives of 
committed Christians who are living, loving and 
sharing Christian principles with their Russian 
friends. Are CoMissioners some kind of Super 
Christians? Not at all. All are ordinary 
Christians with faith in an extraordinary God. 
God is using each one-a teacher, nurse, physical 
therapist, minister, homemaker, counselor, 
computer programmer, manager, student, editor, 
retiree-to change a nation. It is an apostolic 
ministry reaching hundreds who have never 
heard of the biblical Jesus. 

Wesleyan-sent CoMission teams are 



currently serving in two major cities of Russia, 
Nizhny Novgorod and Ryazan. Nizhny 
Novgorod, a city closed to all Western contact 
for over 40 years because of its industrial mili
tary complex, is the third largest city of Russia 
with over 2 million residents. It is better known 
in the West by its Soviet-era name "Gorky." 
Ryazan is a city of over one-half million resi
dents and is this year celebrating nine hundred 
years of existence. This city is over four times 
as old as the USA. Our first teams arrived in 
both of these cities in August of 1994. A second 
team began their term in Nizhny in January of 
1995. Two new teams arrived in these cities in 
July of this year. 

In Nizhny Novgorod, we work closely with 
the directors of the Institute for Advanced 
Education, a unique center for the training and 
recertification of all the teachers of the Nizhny 
Oblast (a state of Russia). The ministries of this 
past year included week-long seminars for 
teachers, a class at the teacher's university of 
Nizhny, training classes for teachers in many 
schools, home Bible studies, and even some kids' 

Bible clubs. The current team is holding semi
nars at several camps for university students and 
professors this summer. There were many high
lights of the year. One unforgettable moment 
was when a psychology professor of the univer
sity, Vasily, shared his newly found faith in 
Christ before his class. In one village school near 
Nizhny, 17 of the 20 teachers faithfully attended 
the training classes. At the graduation cere
monies of the school, the CoMission team 

The CoMission 
places Christians 
into the 
classrooms of 
Russia to reach 
the next 
generation for 
Christ. 
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Russians shop 
in open air 

markets, fruit 
stands, 

department 
stores, and 
even a few 

luxury shops 
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Living in Russia is interesting, chal
lenging and unforgettable. There is no 
"typical" day here, but you can join me in 
some typical experiences. Put on your 
coat and boots and we will go shopping. 
Be careful now: When the snow is fresh 
it is dry and powdery. But with the 
heavy traffic the sidewalks and streets 
become packed with a layer of snow that 
is slick, so watch your step. Let's walk 
down the street to the bread store. We 
will tell the kacca that we want baton, 
pay her 640 rubles and a girl will lay it 
out on the counter. None of our bread 
will be wrapped. Did you bring a bag? 
No? Well, I have a plastic one in my 
pocket. Never leave the flat without your 
bag. 

See those vendors along the street? If 
you look long enough you can find just 
about anything: oranges, eggs, candy, 
sunflower seeds, chicken, magazines, 
blouses, ice cream. . . . But if we go to the 
central market we will find a larger 
variety, so let's catch trolley bus 2 for the 
rinnakh. 

Stay close to me. The bus will not be 
crowded; it will be packed! You get in 
first, and I will push you in and squeeze 
in behind so the door will close. Watch 
me, because with the windows frozen 
over you can't see out. We will get off at 
the third stop after we turn right and by 
that time you may be halfway down an 

aisle and will need to wiggle back to the 
door. Yes, we will make it. Just get 
behind that babushkah and follow her 
out. She has been doing this for many 
years and has it down to a fine art that I 
have not mastered yet. Notice how few 
people are talking so there is very little 
noise. If you think someone is saying 
something to you it is probably "vye 
vihodite," which means, 'Are you getting 
out at the next stop?" With my hearing, I 
just see lips move so I shake my head 
"nyet" or "dah" depending upon what my 
intentions are. Oh, I forgot that you don't 
have a ticket. Here, take this 1000 rubles 
and hand it to that man. He will pass it 
to the next person until it gets to the front 
of the bus. The driver will exchange it for 
ten tickets and they will be passed back 
through the bus. Tear off one and punch 
it in that little puncher on the side. If you 
can't reach it, hand it to that lady. She 
will punch it and pass it back. 

We are about ready to exit now so let's 
try for the door! Be careful as you get out. 
There will be so many trying to get on 
that we may have a problem. 



On each side of the market entrance 
are many long rows of small sheds and it 
is very crowded. What do you want to 
look at? Coats, shoes, toys, children's 
items, a wedding dress, a fur hat? Over in 
the open area you will find soap, tea, 
soup, "brooms," and books. 

I think you will be most interested in 
the large building where the fruit and 
meat are sold. We'll find just about 
anything-pineapple, tomatoes, bananas, 
and apples. I have never seen lettuce, 
however. Those large cakes the size of an 
apple box are butter. Over there the meat 
is cut on those huge logs standing on end. 
The cutters use axes and do a nice job 
cutting beef and pork. That man there 
will carry the pieces to one of the coun
ters where rows and rows of clerks are 
waiting to sell to you. Pick up that piece 
and look at it. OK? No? Well, just lay it 
back down and we will keep looking 
until you see something that you like. 
What about that pig's head? No? That's 
not for me either! That piece looks fine. 
Here, take this plastic bag and put the 
meat in it so we don't get our other things 
bloody. I'll give the lady 18,000 rubles and 
we will have a good meal tonight with 
our potatoes, carrots, and cabbage slaw. 

The market is not too far from Lenin 
Square. Let's look at a few stores there. 
Most of them will be organized like the 
stores of our childhood with everything 
on shelves behind the counter. If you 
want to see anything, you will have to ask 
for it. Me? I point. Did you find some
thing you want? Write down the price. I 
still can't say "shest teesichah pyahtsoth 
peedeesyaht" so it is easier to write 6,550. 
We will go pay the kacca, come back with 
our ticket and pick up the item. Now in 
the grocery store we will need to stand in 
line to have the clerk weigh up polkilo of 

cheese, tell us the amount, wait in that 
long line over there to pay the kacca, and 
come back and wait in line to pick up our 
sirr. Ask the clerk for dvah kilogramma 
of sugar and we will get in line again to 
pay. Here, give her this plastic bag to 
weigh it in. 

Well, I know that we do not have 
much, but after carrying this around it is 
beginning to feel quite heavy. We have 
spent a good bit of time so let's take 
trolley bus 6 and head back to the flat. 
We have a team meeting tonight at 
Vesennya Street and it will take us about 
45 minutes to get there. I want you to 
meet the rest of the team members. 

Thanks for going along today. It was 
nice to have your company. I hope you 
enjoyed some of the sights and sounds of 
Ryazan. 

Shopping and travel are not our major 
concerns. Reaching people-the shop
keepers, the trolley passengers, the 
children in the park, the school teachers
and sharing the good news of Jesus Christ 
with them is our major concern. That is 
why we are here. 
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above: 
Exterior of the 

future Ministry 
Center for The 

Wesleyan Church 
in Vladimir. 

right: 
Don Bray, left, 

and Kerry 
Allison amid the 
renovation of the 

ministry center. 
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It's 4:30 a.m. and I'm not only awake, I'm 
thirsty. 

It's been light since 2:30, and light 
enough to read since three o'clock here in 
Vladimir, Russia (la titude: roughly 60 
degrees north-about the same as Canada's 
Hudson Bay). Although the light faded 
around 11:30 last night, the sky never grew 

completely dark. A glow in the east, like 
the effervescence of a city in the distance, 
marked the place where the sun would 
make its entrance. 

Ten Wesleyans from three churches are 
in Russia helping to renovate a two-story, 
12,000 square foot former kindergarten 
building. We are transforming it into a 
Ministry Center for The Wesleyan Church. 

Coy Bradshaw, 
James Brooks, Max 
Clark, Dave and 
Freida Garland, 
Danny Garrett, 
Angela Garrett, m y 
son, Adam, and I 
have been on-site for 
four days. Jam es 
and Max are 
building cupboards 
and cabinets. The 
rest of us have 
worked at a variety 

of tasks from removing old plumbing to 
painting the 1,000-foot wrought iron fence 
bordering the property. 

Yesterday, Danny and I tore out an old 
floor. After chipping out its brick founda
tion, we lifted (with supplemental 
manpower) the 7-by-12-foot tongue-and
groove sub-flooring in one unit and moved 
it to a larger room for dismantling. Sifting 
through the dirt and debris under the 
steam-heat radiator, Danny found coins 
from the '60s, a couple of skeleton keys, pen 
points, a magnet, and some colored pencils. 

Why have we come so far to do "grunt 
labor"? Actually, what we are doing is far 
more than "grunt labor." It looks (and feels) 
like we are sweating and straining on a 
piece of property in the heartland of Russia. 
In truth, we are on holy ground, building 
the kingdom of God. By helping to prepare 
this place where the gospel will be 
preached, taught and lived, we are giving "a 
cup of cold water" (see Matthew 10:42) to 
thirsty souls. 

The first day we worked on the fence a 
man approached wanting to talk theology 
and philosophy. Another brought us a 
stout wire brush-free of charge-though he 
was thirsty and hoped to get the price of a 
"bottle." 

Children are drawn to us, and, as in 



Tom Sawyer, to the "excitement" of fence 
painting. Having once made their appear
ance, they will not leave. A middle-aged 
man wearing a Russian army uniform (drab 
green with red piping) asks what we are 
making of the old kindergarten. "Tserkaf," 
answer the kids. 'l\ church." Smiling, the 
officer walks on. 

Kerry and Carol Allison oversee the 
reconstruction project. They said that one 
day a Russian man stood outside the fence 
and ranted about Americans buying the 
kindergarten, saying that Russians have 
been "sold out," and so forth . His neighbors 
shouted him down. Most of the neighbors 
are glad for what we are doing. Nearly 
every day someone asks for a Bible or 
printed gospel piece to take with them. 

Yesterday, the two teens in our group, 
Angela Garrett and Adam Vardaman, trav
eled half an hour to Lakinsk (la-KINsk) for 
a youth rally. Some 200 Russian youth 
showed up! This was on a Friday in June, 
just after school had recessed for the 
summer. In a couple weeks, some 1500 
Russian youth will attend summer camp 
sponsored by The Wesleyan Church. Every 
contact is a chance to give another "cup of 
cold water." 

Which reminds me, I am thirsty. Back 

home, I might go to McDonald's, order 
hotcakes with scrambled eggs, a cup of 
coffee with cream and a glass of water. The 
person behind the counter would pull a 
waxed paper cup from a spring-loaded 
dispenser, shovel in dimples of ice, flood 
them with clean, cold water, and I'd drink 
it down. Ahhhh! I can taste it! In America 
I can satisfy that thirst nearly anywhere, 
anytime. Not in Russia. 

That's why we're here. Not to bring 
water, but to bring Living Water. Russians 
are so thirsty. And they can't find the 
Living Water as readily as we can. 

It has been dark in this great land for 
nearly two generations, but not completely 
so. The Light was never fully extinguished. 
A rosy glow remained in the darkest of 
hours, and now that glow is growing; 
Russians are being drawn to the Light in 
unprecedented numbers. That's why we're 
here. Won't you come too? 

left: 
Ron Dawson 
with published 
ministry 
materials stored 
at the ministry 
center 

below: 
Kerry Allison, 
right, 
and the Russian 
project manager 
discuss the 
renovation plans 
of the ministry 
center. 
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PNG Bible College 
From Papua New Guinea, Randy 

Freeman reports that he is on the job 
developing a site plan for the Wesleyan 
Bible College. This includes placement 
of buildings and proposals for 
structural design. Each district of The 
Wesleyan Church in PNG has pledged 
to help raise $20,000 over the next two 
years. Although this only represents 
about a tenth of the total cost 
estimated, it is a giant step of faith for 
the PNG church. 

In North America, $7,000 has been 
raised of the $10,000 challenge 
reported in the last issue of the 
Wesleyan World. Three thousand is 
still needed to complete the $10,000 
challenge match which will result in a 
total of $20,000 to help with Bible 
college construction start-up costs 
slated to begin in January '96. 

Mexico 
Patti Thiele reports from Mexico on 

the good work a ministry team from 
Lakeview Wesleyan Church in Marion, 
Indiana, completed in June. The youth 
group came to sing, perform, mime, 
and give testimonies in homes and at 
the Rock Solid Cafe. 

The Rock Solid Cafe is an outreach 
ministry to people in Mexico City who 

enjoy contemporary music. The grand 
opening was held last April with over 300 
in attendance. Since then an average of 
60 or more have attended each week to 
hear music and testimonies. 

Sri Lanka 
From Colombo, Cedric Rodrigo 

reports their small church family has 
already begun a building fund to raise 
support needed to buy land and build 
a church facility. Despite the difficult 
economic circumstances, 60,000 
rupees ($1,500 US dollars) has been 
raised during the first six months of 
their building drive. 

Albania 
A Kid's Klub emphasis program in 

Albania this summer ended its week with 
201 children packed into one small 
room. One hundred and fifty children 
prayed to accept Jesus Christ as their 
personal Savior. Missionaries Paul and 
Darlene Meeks have decided to continue 
Kid's Klub meetings every Sunday 
morning. Attendance remains high. 

Philippines 
Taking advantage of the location of 

the Rosales Bible College in the 
Philippines, and in connection with the 
need to develop leaders in Papua New 



Guinea and Cambodia, students have 
been sent to begin training. Two 
students from PNG and one from 
Cambodia have already arrived to 
begin training for full-time Christian 
service as efforts begin to develop 
additional church leaders in PNG and 
new leaders for future Wesleyan 
church development in Cambodia. 
Adding to the growing number of 
Filipino students, the Rosales Bible 
School facility is operating at full 
capacity. 

Zambia 
Strategic property has been 

purchased by Wesleyan World 
Missions outside of the capital of 
Lusaka. Ten acres of land and a 
beautiful, recently constructed home 
have been offered to The Wesleyan 
Church at a fraction of their real value. 
Mission Director Bill Peed and family 
plan to move onto this property site by 
the end of 1995, creating an 
opportunity for National 
Superintendent A If red Ka I e m b o 
to relocate headquarters for The 
Wesleyan Church of Zambia in Lusaka. 

Summer Work Teams 
Thanks to the 250 men, women, 

and teens who participated in work 

teams, ministry teams, and the Russia 
Youth Camp program to bring the 
gospel and a cup of cold water to 
thousands of people around the world 
in the summer of 1995. 

As just one of many examples, the 
Wesleyan mission team from 
Woodstock, New Brunswick, just 
returned from La Ceiba, Honduras, 
where they worked in Iglesia 
Wesleyana at Colonia Herrero. The 
team reports successfully pouring a 
cement floor and constructing cement 
blocks for the walls of the church. Part 
of the walls, windows, and doors, as 
well as the roof, are still waiting to be 
completed, possibly by another GO
Net Team. 

Colombia 
Marcus and Dixie Dean report that 

two Colombian couples are working to 
communicate the gospel within 
separate indigenous people groups. 
Six new students have begun a course 
of studies at the Wesleyan Bible 
Institute. The churches in Bogota are 
increasing efforts to provide training for 
workers and pastors within the city. 
Despite the difficult political situation 
and travel restrictions, prayers are 
being answered as God continues to 
work throughout the Colombian church. 



above 
Stylized painting 

of historic and 
heroic Russian 

men. 

right: Today's 
Russian men 

face many 
problems which 

often result in 
hopelessness. 
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Russian men lack confidence in their 
country's leaders, their future and their 
faith in God. With a declining life 
expectancy, now 59 years, they need the 
love and forgiveness that only comes with 
knowing Jesus personally. While serving in 
Nizhny Novgorod with CoMission, God 
gave me the opportunity to share the 
following testimony with some Russian 
men who became 
my friends. They, in 
turn, opened their 
hearts and shared 
their own pain. 

''A..n early dream 
of mine was to get 
married and have a 
happy famil y and 
home. I was raised 
as an only child 
be ca use my three
year-old sister died 
when I was just nine 
weeks old. My 
mother and father 
were Christians and 
we had a happy 

home. Some of my relatives' homes were 
sad because of adultery and alcohol 
addiction. 

Another dream was to go to college and 
play American football. Even though I 
went to college and played football, I was 
unhappy because I was undecided between 
the Christian teaching of my parents and 
my college friends who wanted me to do 
wrong. I needed help to know who was 
correct, my parents or my college friends. 

On one cold winter night in February, 
when I was 19 years old, I took my Bible 
down from the shelf and read that God 
loved me and had a wonderful plan for my 
life. God wanted to give me hope and the 
free gift of eternal life. But I knew in my 
heart that I was separated from God 
because I had unconfessed sin in my life. 

That night I made a choice to pray and 
tell God I was sorry for my sins and to ask 
Jesus to forgive me. I know God answered 
my prayer because He came into my heart 
and gave me peace and joy and also power 
to make right decisions when my college 
friends wanted me to sin. 



Remember my early dream of getting 
married and having a happy home? I did 
get married over 35 years ago, and my wife 
and I have four children. I continue to have 
a personal and growing relationship with 
God. But as a human I have not always had 
the attitude God wanted me to have toward 
some people. My oldest son became a 
teenage alcoholic and drug addict. My son's 
addiction made our family very unhappy. 

In November 1993, God helped me to 
see my negative attitude toward my son's 
problems even though he had received 
Jesus personally and had stopped taking 
drugs six years before. I asked God and my 
son, Bryan, to forgive me. Again, God 
forgave me and increased my love for my 
son and others. 

In January 1994, I learned that the 
schools in Russia wanted teachers to help 
them start teaching a course in Christian 
Ethics and Morality. I struggled with the 
decision to come to Russia and leave my 
son. Drugs and alcohol had robbed him of 
his health and now he was very sick with 
AIDS. With support from my son and our 
family, my wife, Judy, and I answered God's 
invitation to come to Nizhny Novgorod in 
August of 1994. 

My son's health continued on a collision 
course with death, but my wife and I had 
assurance that when he died he was going 
to be with Jesus. In February 1995, we 
returned home from Russia and we arrived 
five days before his death. Although this 
was a sad time for our family, I can see how 
God has used our son's pain and recovery 
from addiction to help many people who 
were also battling the power of addiction to 
alcohol and drugs. 

When we returned to Nizhny 
Novgorod last March, our Russian friends 
supported us with their love during this 
time of grief. Reflecting on this year in 

.... - ~" -

Russia, I have often remembered the words 
of my son, Bryan, as he paraphrased 2 
Corinthians 1:3-7: "Daddy, you minister out 
of the pain and trouble that comes in your 
life." I found this to be so true. Our story 
and our struggle became a platform of 
ministry. 

Russian men are hungry for the truth 
and once they believe in God, they will 
begin to make a difference in their homes, 
community and country. Vasilly Sasilivich 
Rizhov, head of the psychology department 
at the Linguistic University, is one man 
who is making a difference. He and some 
students explained to one of his classes how 
they accepted Jesus. Vasilly was so anxious 
to share Jesus in his community that he 
showed the Jesus film out the window of 
his home in 40 degree weather to about 20 
of his neighbors. However, the people 
wanted to see the film in better conditions 
so he has begun a Bible study in his home 
and wants to start a Protestant church in 
his community. 

As a teacher and layman, I thank God 
for the opportunity that I've had with 
CoMission to share in the lives of many 
men in Russia. 

~ ... ...-.......:.... __ i...__....__ -- .... .,.,__ ___ .... "'-~-~-" 

above: 
Ken Nance, on 
right, and 
Professor Vasilly 
Sasilivich Rizhov, 
who gladly 
shares Christ 
with his students 
and neighbors. 
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The Life of 

Phat Promolchum 
My parents and their 

parents before them were 
Buddhist in faith and practice. 
In 1973 I joined the Pol Pot 
regime and became a Khmer 

Rouge soldier in the jungle area of 
Cambodia. I was sent to fight in the civil 
war against the armies of Lon Nol. 

I was a Khmer Rouge soldier until Hun 
Sen came into power under the Vietnamese 
in Phnom Penh and I followed his leader
ship. I became a soldier under Hun Sen in 
1979. When I realized the type of 
Communist government it was, I escaped 
and went to the Khmer-Thai border and 
joined Prince Norodom Ranariddh's libera
tion army. I was there living in the forest 
for ten years and became a leader in the 
headquarters of the fifth troop division. I 
was given further training in Thailand. 
After training was given leave to visit my 
family who were in a refugee camp. 

Every day I heard my daughter singing 
a song to praise God. The song was "This is 
the day the Lord has made." I came to 
understand that my daughter was a 
believer in Jesus Christ, and, as a traditional 
Buddhist, I began to persecute her every 
day. I thought that Christians were 
believers in a foreign religion which no true 
Cambodian could tolerate. 

One day at the dinner table before we 
ate, she thanked God for the food. I asked 
her why she did that. She replied that Jesus 
was the creator and made the rice. I became 
angry and told her that if Jesus, her God, 
had food that she should go out and eat His 
food; this was food I supplied. And further
more, if her God had clothing, she could also 
take off all the clothes I supplied and go 
clothe herself in her God's clothing. But she 
persisted in her faith just the same. So one 
day, I decided to go to see this church in the 
refugee camp, Site B. The people there 
shared the gospel with me and the Spirit of 

As told to John Connor 
God convicted me. I opened my heart and 
accepted Jesus as my Savior and Lord. I 
went to church then every chance I had and 
learned from the Bible. I learned how to 
pray and my faith began to grow. 

I told my commanding officer about m y 
experience and that I would like to leave 
the army, but he resisted this plea. I 
continued to make the same request and 
tried to explain, but while he was sympa
thetic he would not allow me to be released. 
My family and Christian friends prayed 
and finally God answered in an unusual 
way. My superior officer gave his heart to 
the Lord Jesus and was saved. Then he 
truly understood and gladly gave me 
release. 

I am still an officer in an army, but it is 
a different army, the army of the Lord. I am 

a soldier of the Cross. I wanted to study to 
become a pastor, so I came to the training 
center in Phnom Penh in which Dr. Connor 
has taught me in two classes-Teaching 
Methods and Pastoral Ministry. 

I thank God for freeing me from sin. God 
has a wonderful plan for me to do. I have 
shepherded all the sheep that God has given 
me-a small congregation of about 35 people. 
I have to keep the command of Matthew 
28:19-20 to "Go and make disciples." 



1 
Pray for the Sydney church 

plant, for John and Stacy 
Blythe, and Steve and Vickie 

Deur, as they lead this new 
ministry. 

8 
Pray for the Bankstown 

Church as they seek a pastor 
and continue to reach out to 

their community and to young 
families. 

15 
Pray for Tom Blythe, national 

superintendent, as he gives 
vision and direction to the 

Australian Church. 

22 
Pray for people in Adelaide 
that God, through His Holy 

Spirit, will begin sowing 
seeds that will be harvested 

by the new church plant to 
begin in 1996. 

29 
Pray for the teaching 

ministries of Phil and Kathy 
Bence, and thank the Lord 

for the gift they are to 
Kingsley College students. 

2 
Pray for Orai and Linda 

Lehman as they continue to 
travel throughout the country, 
preaching and teaching these 

spiritually hungry people. 

9 
Pray for the leadership as 

they set strategies for future 
ministry throughout 

Mozambique. 

16 
Pray for a second missionary 

couple to be called to this 
exciting, growing ministry. 

23 
Pray for the four new 

churches in the city of Beira 
and for the pastor who is 

leading all four. 

30 
Pray for needed economic 

stability and for the daily 
sustenance needed for our 

church and ministry. 

OCTOBER 1995 
3 

Pray for Jeff and Beth 
Fussner as they continue to 

pour their hearts into their 
students and ministry. 

10 
Praise the Lord for generous 
gifts, which made possible a 

new auditorium, library 
books, and a computer! 

17 
Pray for Pastor Nur as she 

leads her congregation and 
for daily sustenance and 

encouragement. 

24 
Pray for the upcoming 

national conference to be 
held November 6-9 that God 

will bring wisdom and unity to 
the people, and for Dr. H.C. 

Wilson as he chairs the 
meeting. 

31 
Pray that God will give clear 
direction to Keith and Patty 

Norris during home ministries 
travel as they continue to 

look toward future field 
ministry. 

4 
Pray for Kevin and Cindy 

Smith as they reach out to 
unbelieving students in the 

school where the Smiths 
study Portuguese. 

11 
Pray for Jeff and Shelley 

Bennett as they finish their 
support team and plan for 

departure and language 
school. 

18 
Pray for Brazilian church 

leaders and their desire to 
plant many new churches in 

the years ahead. 

25 
Praise the Lord for the Bible 
school students in Manaus. 

Remember these students in 
prayer as they are the future 

leaders. 

5 
Pray for Baker Sayu and 

Wesley Uanga, two of our lay 
leaders, who are now in the 
Philippines for Bible school 

training. 

12 
Pray for opportunities to open 

for further outreach ministry 
to the people of Salamoa. 

Thank the Lord for the seeds 
already planted. 

19 
Pray for the Hubbard family 
as they adjust to their new 

ministry, language, and 
culture, and for schooling for 

their children. 

26 
Praise the Lord for the 

dedicated women in the 
Fugwa District, who are 

making and selling goods 
in order to have a women's 

retreat with sound biblical 
teaching. 

6 
Pray for Wayne and Virginia 

Wright as they lead 
CoMission recruitment 

activities for people needed 
in Russia in 1996. 

13 
Pray for the seven 

CoMissioners who are in 
their second month of 

ministry in Nizhny Novgorod 
and Ryazan. 

20 
Pray for another 30 

Wesleyans to give a year of 
service to Russia in 1996. 

27 
Pray for CoMission team 

leaders Bill French and Tim 
Warkentin. 

7 
Pray for a director of the 

Bible school to be located. 

14 
Pray that Dario, who has 

started attending church, will 
make a firm·commitment to 

Christ. 

21 
Pray for safety and strength 

for all American missionaries, 
who are facing much stress 

daily in Colombia. 

28 
Pray for Rod and Joy Guptill 

as they minister in the 
churches and for special 

October church meetings. 



NOVEMBER 1995 
1 2 3 4 

Pray for Preston and Donna Pray for needed funds and Pray for Dennis Wright as Pray for National 
Edmonds and John and work teams for the building he travels throughout Superintendent Alfred 

Shanda Croft as they of more of the Bible Central Europe giving Kalembo as he relocates 
continue Czech college facilities. direction to Wesleyan church headquarters 
language study. ministry in several to Lusaka. 

countries. 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Pray for completion and Pray for the Engle family Praise God for eight Pray for Marie Budakova Pray for safety and daily Pray for Marion Vreugdenhil Pray for rain in Zambia, 

official opening of the as they resettle into independent churches as Shanda Croft continues direction for administrative as he and Vergie begin where drought conditions are 
Wesleyan Ministry Center ministry, and for son, who have joined The to share Christ with her. assistant, Patti Thiele, and ministry in Johannesburg, now in their third year. 

in December. Jonathan, as he attends Wesleyan Church to form WGCer, Nicky Pena. South Africa, and will travel 

college in the States. the International throughout the Wesleyan 
Wesleyan Church. African countries. 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Pray for new missionaries, Pray for the continued Pray for Robert Barrantes, Pray for John and Preston Pray for additional Pray for Rick West as he Praise God for the newly 

Steve and Cheri Horst, emphasis on theological pastor in Concepcion as they coach American Mexicans to be called into brings encouragement to the acquired ten acres of 
as they continue to build education, and the many and leader of the football in Czech and try Christian service. South American region, and property outside Lusaka. 

their language skills in who serve in teaching roles, International Wesleyan to reach team players as he travels and helps set Pray for its best future use. 
Russian and for their they make the future look Church of Costa Rica. for Christ. strategies for each field . 
counseling ministry. brighter for Christian workers 

in South Africa. 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Pray for continuing spiritual Pray for perseverance for the Pray for Edgar Solorzono as Pray for the twelve new Pray for Ben and Faith Pray for Barry Ross as he Pray for Barnabas and 

growth of the scores of Helvies as they continue Zulu he plants a church in the students in John's Moncivaiz as they continue travels and teaches in the Margaret Muleua as they 
summer youth campers, language study. San Jose metro area, English language class who church planting ministry Asia Pacific region. teach and disciple students 
who made commitments and for this T.V. ministry need to know the Lord. in Monterrey. at the Bible school. 

to Christ. to all of Costa Rica. 

26 27 28 29 30 
Pray for a Russian pastor Pray for district youth Pray for former national Pray for Kelly Edmonds Pray for leaders 
to take leadership in the director, Wayne Hughes, soccer star, Alex Canchez, Travis and Brook Croft as Pastor Valdemar and 

Vladimir Wesleyan Church. as he ministers in the as he pastors in Guadalupe, they study in home school. Elizabeth Sales, in the 
Boksburg Church. in the San Jose area. Mexico City church. 



In the Nick 
of Time by Johnna Hayes 

Co Missioner 

My husband, Michael, and I first met with 
Wayne and Virginia Wright, Wesleyan co-coordina
tors for CoMission in March of this year. At that 
time, they explained to us that they still needed 
people on the July team to go to Russia. They asked 
us if we thought we could be ready to go in that 
short time span. We agreed that we would try, but 
were still a little skeptical since that meant raising 
$45,150 in less than three months! But we felt 
strongly that if it was God's will, the money would 
come in. 

Headquarters told us that 80 percent of the 
money raised came as a direct result of contacts and 
speaking engagements in area churches. As we 
began the process of writing letters and making 
calls, we continually prayed that the Lord would 
completely close this door if it were not His will 
that we go. 

Over the next couple of months, just enough 
money trickled in to keep us encouraged about God 
wanting us to go, but not enough to confirm His 
desire for us to go in July. As the deadline 
approached and we were still only halfway to 
$45,000, we began to believe that God wanted us to 
wait until January. Three days before the airline 
tickets were to be purchased, we attended a 
CoMission breakfast in Atlanta, Georgia. It was not 
a large meeting; the Georgia district is small. 
However, during the course of the meeting, as 
Michael and I presented our need, we felt the pres
ence of the Lord moving. After the closing prayer, 
people began to stand up and make pledges-both 
personal and on behalf of their churches. It was 
amazing to see how God used such a small group of 
people to do His will. At the end of the breakfast, 
we had received about $5,000 in cash and pledges! 
Our faith was encouraged. We believed that God 
would not move so decisively that close to the dead
line if it weren't His will for us to go in July. 

Yet, we had only two days to raise $21,000! 
Those were the most exciting two days of our lives. 
By the next night, we had received $14,000 more 
through CoMission contributions to headquarters. 

This left us with an outstanding total of $7,550, and 
a day and a half left! The next day, there was no 
news from headquarters and nothing in the mail. 
We braced ourselves for Tuesday, our deadline. At 
7:45 a.m., we received a phone call from Dr. Wright 
telling us that another $7,000 had come in the 
previous day, leaving us only $550 away from our 
goal. At 8:00 a.m., just 15 minutes later, we received 
another call. This one came from a lady in our 
church who had already made a very generous 
pledge. She told us that as she had been praying 
that morning, the Lord had spoken to her about 
increasing her pledge by $500. In his excitement, 
Michael told her that Dr. Wright had just called with 
the news that we were $550 away from the goal. 
When she heard this she cried, "Make my pledge 
$550 then!" 

And just like that our needs were met! In less 
than three days, God had brought in $26,000! In 
those three days, God taught us more about himself 
than I ever would have dreamed. He taught us that 
He is almighty and there is nothing too big for Him. 
As Corrie Ten Boom is quoted in The Hiding Place, 
He taught us that "there is no pit so deep that He is 
not deeper still." He also taught us to trust and to 
rely on Him for our needs, rather than trying to do 
things ourselves. We were humbled before Him so 
that He could show us that it was not we who had 
decided to serve Him on our own accord. He 
reminded us that we were not capable in ourselves 
of fulfilling His purpose, but as Paul says, "It is God 
which worketh in you both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure" (Philippians 2:13 KJV). 

Because of the miracles we have witnessed, 
there is no longer any doubt that God wants us in 
Russia. When things get tough, as they inevitably 
will, we will have the knowledge that this is God's 
plan for our lives. It will comfort us in times of 
stress, give us strength in times of weakness, and 
renew our faith when we doubt. 

"Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ" (1Corinthians15:57 
NKJV). 



ACTIVATE 
by Edna Bozell 

CoMissioner in Ryazan 
Before coming to Russia, we were told 

that our prayer life would be changed and 
that our trust in God would be deepened as 
never before. Now, my trust in God was 
pretty solid to start with, I thought. As a 
widow raising three children I had seen 
Him supply our needs many, many times. 
He had sent everything needed-from a 
gallon of milk to their college education
when I had no money for either. 

But there is another dimension to trust 
here in Russia. Back home in Indiana if I 
had car trouble or was stranded, I could 
call · my son, Joel, or Snyder's Amoco 
Station. Someone would come to help me. 
There, I had resources other than God that 
I could trust. 

No one likes to be lost or stranded. 
Since our team of seven adults and two 
children arrived in Russia three and a half 
weeks ago, all of us have been in situations 
where we had to have help beyond 
ourselves and our resources. But in every 
situation, that help came when we prayed. 

Let me illustrate. Last night my room
mate, Jean Ensor, and I (both retired from 
work in the USA, but happily serving God 
with our talents here in Russia) left a team 
function about 9:00 p.m. to return to our 
flat. This is normally a 40-45 minute trip 

by public transportation. Although 
public transportation in Russia can 

be somewhat unreliable, there 
are usually several alterna

tives. Other buses, trams 
or trolleys can make 

connections to 
the same 



place. We always have a "plan B" when we 
go out. Well, this particular night, plans B, 
C and D did not work either. In fact, we 
went all the way down to "plan P" -pray! 

None of our buses or trolleys were 
running and we were far from a tram line. 
Jean had had an especially strenuous day 
and was anxious to get home. The cold 
wind began to pierce our heavy coats as 
bus after bus went past us, all darkened and 
empty on their way to the bus barn. 

When the bus turned down a dark 
street and stopped, he motioned for us to 
follow as he got off. What other choice did 
we have? The bus was now headed in the 
wrong direction and everyone else had 
gotten off. The man took off and we 
followed him, single file, like two little 
ducks, with another man bringing up the 
rear, through the snow, up a long hill to a 
tram stop. He waited with us until the 
tram came, then rode with us and showed 

After standing 
at one bus stop for 
about an hour then 
moving to another 
for about half an 
hour, we began to 
notice the number 
of drunken men 
around us. In our 
isolated situation, 

Back home in Indiana 
if I had car trouble ... 
someone would come 

to help me. 

us where to get off. 
As we exited in 

familiar surround
ings at 11:45 p.m., our 
"Spah-see-bah!" 
(Thank you!) to him 
seemed so inade
quate. But the 
happy smile on his 
face as he waved 

with the hour getting late, we realized the 
precarious position that we two babushkas 
(grandmothers) were in. 

There was a phone nearby and we 
talked of calling someone on the team. But 
what could they do? No one had a car or a 
way to come help us. But they could pray! 
As Jean called our team leader to let him 
know of our situation, we silently put "plan 
P" into action. 

Within a minute or less, another dark
ened bus came around the corner and was 
going to go on by us. But the six or seven 
men waiting there with us all moved out 
into the street, and the bus stopped! They 
got on and we did too, even though we 
didn't know where it was going. 

Using her map and caveman-Russian 
(grunt and point), Jean asked a man, who 
appeared to be sober, if this bus went to our 
stop. He shook his head no, then looked at 
the map and thought a while. 

back showed that he was glad to have 
helped two lost Americans even if it took 
him out of his way. 

Multiply this situation by seven with 
some variations, and you will understand a 
little bit of what our team faced during our 
first three weeks here. In every situation, 
help came when we prayed, but not before. 

Team member Ute Warkentin, on the 
morning before she took her turn at getting 
lost, read a devotional on how God doesn't 
shout directions from a distance but walks 
with us and guides us with His hand. 

"Plan P" is a powerful weapon! You 
have it in your hand. Please use it often 
for all of those who are working for God, 
especially in foreign cultures. For safety, for 
the breaking down of the strongholds of 
the Enemy, just as God did with the Berlin 
Wall and the toppling of communism, and 
for everything that appears impossible
activate plan P! 



From the newsletter of 
Tom and Grace Ensz 

Missionaries to Brazil 

I could see the fatigue in their eyes. A mantle of weariness that comes from ceaseless demands. It was 
clear that as I mentioned one more meeting, it was only duty pushing them forward. 

What these pastors needed was something different, out of the ordinary, something fun. This was 
obvious even to me, a person who, my wife claims, never needs relaxation or time off. So we planned our 
one-day retreat. Originally marked on the calendar as a study seminar for pastors and workers, we 
converted the "study" part into a 30-minute video on vision. Following, we left time for open discussion. 
I sensed that the rest of the day should be loosely scheduled. 

Armed with a barrel of soft drinks, a grill, charcoal and some sports equipment, we began. We laughed. 
We hollered. Our children ran and giggled. The wives had a chance to reconnect with other women in 
ministry. The men chugged after the soccer ball, while others gave the referees a hard time. All enjoyed a 
spirited tournament of volleyball. It was the pleasant pandemonium of people having a good time. 

The first people started to leave two hours after the scheduled quitting time. We said good-bye with 
lots of handshakes and backslaps. Tiredness plagued our unaccustomed muscles, but this physical tired
ness felt good. 

One of our goals, as missionaries here in Manaus, is to build healthy relationships with our pastors and 
leaders. We desire to know each of the 12 pastoral families well. This year I plan to start a discipleship 
group among pastors. It will require a willingness on their part, to be vulnerable, to allow others to hold 
them accountable and welcome some intrusion into their lives. Pray with us for the Wesleyan leaders of 
the church in Brazil. 

Smdy 
with the 

Name: Alex Holder '97 
Ho111e Church: Olivet Wesleyan, NB, Canada 
Major: Humanities/psychology, pre-seminary 
Vocatio11a/ Call: Ordained minister 
Personal: Student senate chaplain, rock climbing illSl:tilcttQ 
Fellowship 

"I want a good education because I don't 
john Wesley evidently valued good education i 
clwse Houghton because it's not average. My 
encourage me and expect me to challenge mesaf.. 
upportive of each other and help to keep fai,th ""'1lr 

"Houghton's program honors both Christian fait1' 
Althouglz knowledge can't bring lost souls into the 
can do that), ignorance can push lost souls fil'Wll1I· A 
more ways in which God can use me to seroe Him. l 
get nnd Houghton offers that." 
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PREPARING EFFECTIVE 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP by Alfred Kalembo 

District Superintendent 

Opposite: 
Fred Cromer 
teaching at 
the Pilgrim 
Wesleyan 
Seminary 

2/ ww 

Leadership is vital; the issues related are of Zambia out into the full light of a glorious, 
crucial. God, in His time, before the creation new day. We eagerly wait for such a time. 
of the world, planned that His people would Nehemiah was a leader who stood in the 
have leaders in the church today. God is gap at the proper time to build God's 
seeking to use Spirit-filled men and women kingdom. He lived in a time of great social 
who can stand in the gap as an instrument of and economic change and also was caught at 
making His kingdom a reality. the very center of the problem. Anyone called 

A quick but honest look at the leadership to leadership in the church in Zambia will 
aspect of the church in Zambia today would find themselves in a situation similar to that 
reveal that we are in a crisis. Paul Meeks, a of Nehemiah. 
great mentor, in his parting words to the Nehemiah grew up as a Jew in a small 
church in Zambia, had this to say: "We have Jewish neighborhood in the great Persian 

.,...........------------==--.....--..,,.---.,..--,,.,.------, Empire. He 
received his 
religious 
training from 
his devoted 
parents. 
Within his 
inner man was 
formed a 
burning desire 
to serve God. 
While that fire 
burned dimly 
at times, it was 
never extin
guished. The 
beginning 
point for any 
spiritual 

:::i;.::...::.::.;.. ____ ...._ ________ ____;,____, leader is a 

in place great organizational structures .... But 
realistically, we don't have godly men and 
women with proper qualifications to support 
the superstructure that has been erected." 

Even though the Pilgrim Wesleyan Church 
has been established in Zambia for more than 
60 years, the need for godly leaders who are 
trained and qualified is real and pressing. 
However, with the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit, a better tomorrow is inevitable. We are 
already in the dawn of a new day. I strongly 
believe that the Lord wants to bring the PWC 

personal knowledge of God and a burning 
desire to serve Him. 

Educated in the advanced secular learning 
systems of the Persians, Nehemiah had the 
best education of his time. Nehemiah could 
relate well to both the Persian culture and his 
own Jewish culture, a fact that made him an 
outstanding person. Leaders today are not 
only dealing with their own culture, but with 
other cultures as well. Most Zambians are 
exposed to and embrace part of the Western 
culture. As well, the British Council and other 



Western donors send over 1000 Zambians 
abroad each year for training. It is important 
that part of the training of our leaders should 
include basic foundational principles, begin
ning with a proper concept of sin, 
righteousness and full salvation. Beyond that, 
leaders in training should take advantage of 
secular education and opportunities to experi
ence other cultures through exchange visits 
and training in other countries. The church 
can only benefit from leaders who can bridge 
culture differences for the sake of the gospel. 

Nehemiah had a good job. He was in 
charge of the wine of King Artaxerxes in 
Shushan, a royal city of Persia. We don't 
know how this Jewish young man was 
brought into the service of the king. 
However, we are certain that Nehemiah was 
both qualified and trustworthy. God calls 
people to leadership who are recognized by 
others as qualified, trustworthy and 
successful. 

The need for effective leaders in the 
church in Zambia, who will meet the 
emerging challenges, cannot be overempha
sized. We thank God for the many who are 
responding to His call to leadership. Each one 
of us must do our part to help these emerging 
leaders realize their full potential in building 
God's kingdom in Zambia. 

Training People Through 
Theological Education by 
Extension 

by Fred Cromer 
Wesleyan Missionary to Zambia 

The Wesleyan Church in Zambia has over 180 
churches, but only 50 trained pastors. That is the 
dilemma we face in Zambia. How can we best train 
leaders for the 1 30-plus churches that are pastored 
by lay pastors? One of the best ways is to send 
students to Bible school. However, since that is not 
always possible, we developed a TEE (Theological 
Education by Extension) program to train them as 
well as local church leaders. 

The goal of TEE is to ( 1) train local church 
leaders where they are so that they can be strong in 
their faith, (2) raise up leaders who can teach others 
what they have learned, and (3) encourage those 
who do well in TEE and are called to full-time 
Christian ministry to go on for further training at the 
Bible school. 

Ba Jallandi, the TEE director and I began by 
training qualified people who had been to the Bible 
school so that they could teach in TEE centers near 
their homes. We used Text Africa TEE books which 
are written in a series of ten lessons with each lesson 
divided into five parts. Each student is then 
required to do one lesson every week. The teacher 
meets with his students as often as is feasible. 
Teaching is done by asking discussion questions 
and giving quizzes to be sure that students have 
studied and learned from their lessons. 

There are over 100 students currently enrolled in 
the TEE program, with ten teachers. Because of 
TEE, lay pastors and local church leaders have a 
clearer understanding of their faith, are more 
committed to Christ, and are able to teach and 
preach in a life-changing way. Theological 
Education by Extension is making an impact on the 
churches and district of Zambia. 

ll'lP/ 3 



One Person Can 
Make a Difference 

right: 
Faithful members 
of the Bilili 
Wesleyan Church 

below: 
Fred Cromer 
reading scripture 
during Bilili 
service 

4/ww 

From the beginning of our TEE 
(Theological Education by Extension) class in 
Bilili, I could tell that Adron Mudenda was 
different. Adron was a Sunday school 
teacher at the local Wesleyan 
church. He had only 
completed the ninth grade, 
but I knew from the way he 
answered questions that he 
was a committed Christian, a 
man who would make a 
difference. Over a period of 
about two years, he success
fully completed nine TEE 
classes. On April 3, 1994, 
someone came to Adron's 
church and preached on 
salvation. That morning 39 
people responded to the invi
tation and came forward. 
Adron took 27 of those new 
converts and began to disciple 
them for one year as he had 
been taught to do in his TEE 
class. Out of that group, he 
chose one man who would 
continue to disciple the people at the Bilili 
Wesleyan Church. Today the Bilili church is 

by Fred Cromer 
Wesleyan Missionary to Zambia 

known for its commitment to the Lord Jesus. 
One man made a difference in a local church. 

Adron Mudenda began to travel to other 
churches to help them disciple their people 

and to teach them the basics of the Christian 
faith which he had learned in TEE. The 
churches in the Bilili district are beginning to 
change because of men like Adron who are 
teaching others how to teach the founda
tional principles of Christianity. One man is 
helping to make a difference in the entire 
Bilili District. 

Adron and another TEE student have 
begun their own TEE class in the Nguba 
zone of the Bilili District. Although they 
have never been to Bible school, they have 
successfully completed nine courses and are 
applying what they learn in their own 
ch un.:hes. Through their teaching, they are 
making a difference in that zone. One 
committed person who has a desire to learn 
and to teach can make a difference. 



What Does It Mean to Be a 
Member of The Wesleyan Church? 

, by Fred Cromer 

"How many members do you have in 
your church?" I asked a lay pastor of one of 
our churches in Zambia. 

"We have 30 members," he replied. 
"How many of those members are truly 

faithful?" I then asked. 
"Only seven or eight." 
I kept hearing the same story from 

different pastors. Only a small fraction of 
the members of our churches in the 
Southern Province were faithful Christians. 

But what does it mean to be a faithful 
member of The Wesleyan Church? What is 
the goal of the church? Those were some 
questions I began to ask myself. 

According to the Standing Rules of The 
Wesleyan Church in Zambia, there are eight 
significant indications. 

1) A faithful member is born again and 
is able to give a testimony of that experi
ence. 

2) He is sanctified or seeking to be. 
3) He is reading his Bible faithfully

every day. 

Wesleyan Missionary to Zambia 

4) He is praying 
faithfully-every day. 

5) He attends 
church faithfully-as 
often as possible 

6) He gives tithes 
and offerings faith
fully to support the 
local church 

7) He lives a holy 
life-that is a life 
that is different 
from the sinful ways 
and customs of his 
people. 

8)He finds his 
spiritual gift and 
begins to use it in 
his local church. 

Pastors are 
taught that the goal of the church is not 
simply to have members, great choirs or 
good attendance, but to help people become 
truly faithful Christians. To build a strong 
church you must have people who have a 
strong biblical foundation. More and more 
leaders in The Wesleyan Church of Zambia 
are becoming serious about teaching and 
discipling their people so that they might 
be truly faithful members of the church. 

ww/5 
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Traditionalism is strongly rooted in the 
culture of Zambia. At the center of traditional 
practices are the medicine men and the witd1 
doctors. "Taking a patient to a healer can often 
cost as much as a cow or the cash equivalent. 
This happens whether or not the patient is 
cured, and people don't seem to think this exor
bitant. It is a testament of the charisma of 
traditional healers that they are still able to hold 
such sway in village life, despite the obvious 
benefits in health care, which government 
centers and missionary clinics have brought to 
the countryside" (from Zambia, by Richard 
Vaughan). 

At the center of Christianity is Christ. The 
blood of Jesus was the ultimate sacrifice which 
frees us from the old life. Christians must be 
strongly rooted in Christ (Colossians 2:6). God 
calls us to be set apart from the old way of life 
(2:8). Many Zambians are challenged by the 

Word of God to be set apart, leaving the old life 
behind-part of which is the dependence on the 
medicine man and his power. It is not an easy 
decision, but it is essential. I have come to 
know three women who have chosen 
Christianity instead of tradition. 

Mumbe Kalembo was a young pastor's 
wife and mother. At camp meeting, her 
nursing baby became sick The normal reme
dies suggested by the hospital clinic had no 
effect on the child. As the baby became worse, 
she was encouraged by the older women
some of them church leaders-to use 
traditional medicine. She refused, believing 
the God she served would not be honored by 
such practices. She stood in faith, believing 
God to meet her needs. The child recovered 
without the help of the traditional medicine. 
She chose Christianity above tradition. Mrs. 
Kalembo is the wife of our national superin-



tendent and is the director of Wesleyan Women 
in Zambia. 

her testimony and trusting God to set them 
free from Satan's power. 

Mayaba Choongo was born to a witch 
doctor father. Her father was asked by the 

Mary M wanza attended a seminar led by 
Mrs. Choongo. She responded to the invita

tion to be set free 
Mayaba Choongo was from Satan's power. 

demons that ruled 
him to take the life of 
the one he loved the 
most, through sorcery. 
Mayaba was his 
favorite daughter. For 
reasons unknown to 
her, she was sent 
away from home at 
an early age to live 
with relatives. She 

born to a Witch doctor Mary had been 
deeply involved with 

father. Her father was traditional healers. 

asked by the demons that Evil spirits had 
brought so much fear 

ruled him to take the life into her home that 

f h h l h she moved out and 
0 t e one e oved t e built a separate place 

most, through Sorcery. to sleep. When Mary 
grew up in an envi- __________ ..., _____ ....,.._ __ was set free from the 

ronment where traditional medicines and 
practices were freely used. In spite of her 
circumstances, she came to know the Lord and 
gave her life to Him. However, she was 
continually sick, becoming so weak she could 
scarcely care for herself. Repeated visits to 
different hospitals always produced the same 
results; there was no medical reason for her 
illness. Her relatives wanted her to get help 
from the witch doctor. She refused their 
requests, even when they tried to force her. 
Mayaba asked God for wisdom and stood on 
His promises. During a morning prayer 
session, God delivered her from the demons 
that were causing her 
sickness. She chose 
Christianity above 
tradition. Today Mrs. 
Mayaba Choongo 
serves on the 
National Wesleyan 
Women's Committee 
as the prayer secre
tary. She also holds 
seminars on tradition 
vs. Christianity. 
Women all across 
Zambia are hearing 

demonic strongholds on her life, she confessed 
Christ as Lord and began to stand on the 
promises of His Word. Her friends said that if 
she did not return to her medicine man, she 
would be dead by December. We encouraged 
Mary to stand against such threats and hold 
on to God's promises. Last May, she testified 
at the district women's conference of God's 
power over Satan. Mary chose Christianity 
above tradition. 

As a missionary in Zambia, I am honored 
to work alongside such godly women. The 
challenge is as great as the opportunities. Yet, 
the truths of God's Word are powerful. Many 

times I am over
whelmed by the task. 
But I am continually 
reminded of what 
Peter tells us: "His 
divine power has 
given us everything 
we need for life and 
godliness" (2 Peter 1:3 
NIV). And John's 
reminder, "Greater 
is He that is in me 
than he that is in the 
world." 
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My Friend, 
Bob Cheney 

by Jim Lo 

I first met Bob Cheney in 1982. We were going to 
be working together in Zimbabwe. As we greeted 
each other for the first time I could sense an inner 
strength underneath his boyish shyness. Right from 
the start I liked this fellow servant of the Lord. 

Bob was a loving family man. He had a close 
and deep relationship with his wife, Eva, and five 
children. It was Bob who advised me, "Jim, our 
greatest mission field is our own children. As you 
have opportunity, help your children understand 
the things of God. Help them to accept the gift of 
salvation. 

"Spend time with your children. They have a way 
of growing up quickly." 

These words came echoing back to me this year as 
Roxy and I helped to get our boys, Andre' and 
Matthew, settled into Indiana Wesleyan University. 
Bob knew what he was talking about. 

Bob was a wonderful missionary. His example 
was an inspiration to me. He was always reaching 
out in love to those whom he was called to serve. 
One of my African friends, sharing with me about 
qualities that make a good missionary, stated, "Bob 
Cheney is an example of a good missionary. He 
always treats us right. He treats us as equals." 

I must confess that I did not always · appreciate 
him as I should have. As a young missionary I 
thought that I had all the answers. I had a lot of 
energy without a lot of wisdom. I wanted to get 
things accomplished. But in the process of trying to 
be a "successful missionary" I had run over and hurt 
many people. 

Bob came to talk to me about this. "Jim, it is not 
that we do not want the numbers. But we must not 
hurt people while we are trying to build the numbers 
for the Kingdom .... we need to reach people with 
Christian love. Numbers that come about because of 
love have a way of lasting. Numbers that come any 
other way have a way of getting lost." 



At first I was hurt by Bob's words of 
admonition. I ignored his words by 
reasoning that he had lost his passion for 
ministry. But after thirteen years of 
missionary service I have seen the wisdom 
of what he told me. The love of Christ has 
to be the foundation for solid church growth. 

Bob was a listening Mission Director. He was never a very vocal person, but 
when he spoke his words were always appropriate for the situation. At the dedi
cation of the Kumalo Trinity Wesleyan Church in Zimbabwe, Bob was presented 
with a plaque. On the plaque was the copper figure of a giraffe. As he went 
forward to receive it, the speaker said, "Bob Cheney is like a giraffe ... tall, strong, 
and silent." 

At Regional Board Meetings, Bob always allowed the national church leaders 
plenty of time to voice their concerns and suggestions for the work in Southern 
Africa. One of the Board members shared, "We like Umfundisi Cheney because 
he patiently listens to us. He has a way of making us feel like real partners in 
ministry." 

Bob was a special friend. Roxy and I were privileged to have been able to 
minister with him for twelve years in Southern Africa. As a co-worker Bob taught 
me many things. One of the greatest lessons I learned from him occurred after 
some elections. I was hoping to be elected to a certain position but the votes went 
to someone else. I was despondent. Bob came up to me, and in his quiet way, said, 
"Jim, remember that it is more important to be a faithful servant than to receive 
high positions." 

He was a friend with whom I could share my inmost feelings and know that he 
was attentively listening to my every word. More than once he shared that he was 
praying for me and my family on a daily basis. 

My boys, Andre' and Matthew, knew him as Uncle Bob. Bob and Eva had just 
gotten off the plane after a flight from the United States. They were exhausted. But 
when they heard that Andre' and Matthew were singing in a concert with the Natal 
Youth Choir that night, they insisted that they wanted to hear them. With weary, 
drooping eyes they bravely stayed for the entire program. My boys later commented, 
"Uncle Bob and Aunt Eva sure know how to make us feel special." 

As the crackling sound of the telephone began to disappear, I could hear Eva's 
voice on the other end. "Eva, we just heard the sad news. What happened?" 

"Well Jim, I guess the Lord knew that Bob's work on earth was done ... He called 
him home yesterday. Bob is now in Heaven ... Bob has finished his race .... " 

Farewell, Bob, my dear friend in the Lord. 

ww;9 



10/ww 

Healing Hearts 
in Zambia 

Over the years the medical ministry 
of Wesleyan World Missions has been an 
important tool of evangelism on many of 
our fields. After hearing the good news 
of God's forgiveness and salvation, many 
patients have received Christ as Savior 
and returned to their villages to form a 
nucleus around which a church has been 
planted. Recently a young man, the son 
of a village chief, was converted in the 
hospital. Upon discharge, he pleaded 
with both the hospital chaplain and the 
local pastor to come and open a church in 
his village. 

However, not all evangelism leads to 

by Storer Emmet 
Wesleyan Missionary to Zambia 

less to prevent the relentless ravages of 
the disease. As we witness to them and 
tell them of Christ's love, forgiveness, and 
ultimate healing, many are saved. 

Kennedy Mwaanga, only 28 years old, 
was one of these patients, and, added to 
his know ledge of his illness, there was a 
terrible sense of fear and hopelessness. 
As the staff witnessed to him and the 
chaplain prayed with him, he accepted 
Christ as his Savior. On rounds the next 
day, he greeted us with a smile and said, 
"I have peace in my heart now, and I 
know I am going to be with Jesus." 

Pastor Webster Chioba, a man in his 
.,....,,..,.,...-~-------,,.,.-~~~----~--------...,....-, late forties, has been the 

church planting; many times it is a means 
to literally "rescue the perishing and care 
for the dying." As many of you are aware, 
AIDS is a terrible scourge in Zambia 
today. On any one day, the staff of Zimba 
Mission Hospital treats ten terminally ill 
patients infected with AIDS. Although 
we can give medications to temporarily 
relieve the severe opportunistic infections 
these patients are suffering, we are help-

full-time chaplain at 
Zimba Hospital for six 
months now. H is 
ministry is making a 
tremendous difference. 
His faithful messages, 
energy, and devotion 
have inspired patients 
and staff alike. Night or 
day, it is a familiar sight 
to see Pastor Chioba 
kneeling beside a 
patient's bed, earnestly 
praying with him. He 
keeps a record of the 
patients who are 
converted and often bicy

------ des to their villages to 
see that they are being properly churched 
and discipled. 

The work of Zimba Hospital is 
far-reaching. God has blessed the hands 
of His servants who faithfully tend to the 
needs of those who come for help. Many 
have discovered the miracle of modern 
medicine; many others the effectiveness 
of the good news of Jesus Christ and the 
peace of having life eternal. 
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Be blessed and encouraged by 
the messages and reports of what 
God is doing through Wesleyan 
World Missions. Capture the 
excitement and be challenged by 
the great opportunities for 
Wesleyan involvement in Eastern 
Europe, Africa, and Australia. 

GENERAL MISSIONS FOCUS 
A. "Capture the Vision" - Overview of Wesleyan World Missions 
B. "Fulfilling His Command" -Wesleyan World Fellowship 
C. "A Love that Speaks" - (Work Teams) 
D. "To Be a Woman is not Easy" -(Women's Ministry) 
E. "A World Closs Church" - Locol church involvement 
F. ' From One Rock .. . " - Gorcias (2000 By 2000) 
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ETHE 
lSlON 

MlSSlONARY VlDEOS 
MISSION STORIES FOR CHILDREN -2 
A. "The Cow Story" -Jim Lo (S. African Region) 
B. "My World" -Jashuo Lehr (Sierro Leone) 
C. "lguano for Dinner" - Burkes (Honduras) 
D. "You Can Be a Missionary Too!" -Wiley (Peru) 
E. "Little is Much" - Hubbords (Sierro Leone) 

VIBlO $10.95 

AFRICAN FOCUS - ZAMBIA 
A. "Winning Takes Teamwork" - Bennetts (Teo./Ed.) 
B. "Nkhoswie: The Go-Between" - Peeds (Support) 
C. "Building a People of Power" - Gormongs (C. Planting) 
D. "ZAMBIA: Great Expectations" - Pococks (Theo./ Ed.) 
E. "Seeds of New Life" - l Hunsinger (Medico!) 
F. •A New Doy" -Thompsons (Theo./Ed.) 

VIBll $15.95 

AFRICAN FOCUS - SOUTHERN AFRICA REGION 
A. "And God Sent the Rain" - LoPointes (Ed. Vendo) 
B. "Open Doors for Ministry" - Bogley (Ed. Swozilond) 
C. "Swing the Sickle ... " - Lehmons (Mozambique) 
D. "Following God's Leod" - Engles (C. P1onting) 
E. "Ready to Serve" - Helvies (Ed.) 
F. "A Firm Foundation" -J. Connor (Ed/Adm.) 

VIB16 $15.95 

AFRICAN FOCUS - SIERRA LEONE 
A. "Troin and Trust" - Putnoms (Medicol) 
B. "Sharing the Bread of Lile" - C. Earl (Medico!) 
C. "A Ministry of Compossion" -Anderson (Medico!) 
D. "Reaching the Unreached" - Hubbords (Ed.) 
E. "Time of Testing" -Muellers (Support) 
F. "Starving for Leaders" - Vreugdenhils (Ed.) 
~~5 ~i~ 

ASIAN/AUSTRALIAN FOCUS 
A. "Peorls Along the Way" - Bibbee (Med. Adm. - Indio) 
B. "God Makes o Way" - Fussners (Ed. - lndonesio) 
C. "God's Open Door" -M~chell (Med. Adm. - Nepal) 
D. • Asio: Our Heort's Desire" - Rem (Ed. -Asia) 
E. "World Mates from Down Under" - Bence (Ed. Austrolio) 
F. "Climbing Takes Teamwork" - Keihohz (Support -PNG) 

VIBOB Sl 5.95 

LATIN AMERICA FOCUS 
A. "The Challenge of Change" - Fergusons (Ed. - Peru) 
B. "Breaking New Ground" -Wileys (C. Planting -Peru) 
C. "The Vision Lives On" -Wem (Ed. Adm. - Peru) 
D. "In Search of Peace" - Deans (Ed. - Colombia) 
E. "Expanding the Vision" -Ashlocks (Ed. - Brazill 
F. "On the Move" - Moncivoiz (Ed. -Mexico) 

VIB14 $15.95 

CARIBBEAN/ MIDDLE AMERICA AREA FOCUS 
A. "Placed in God's Hands" -Trotzke (Support - Hoiti) 
B. "Expect a Miracle" -Monworings (Ed. - Hoiti) 
C. "God's Workmanship" - Hunter (Med. -Hoiti) 
D. "Island at the Crosroads" -Churchill (Ed.- P. Rico) 
E. "Answering God's Coll" -Vordomen (Ed. - P. Rico) 
F. "God Does Something New" - Hines (Ed. - Honduras) 

VIB09 $15.95 

WESLEYAN PUBLISHING HOUSE+ 800-4 WESLEY (800-493-7539) 

HATS OFF TO PASTORS! 
· by Esther Phillippe 

Wesleyan Missionary to the Kingdom of Swaziland 

A mighty heavenly wind is blowing through The Wesleyan Church these days. It is not just the 
Department of World Missions or missionaries in home ministries who are promoting world outreach. 
It's pastors! 

My home church, First Wesleyan in Bartlesville, Oklahoma, had a faith promise goal of $80,000. 
During the missions convention we raised only half the goal. The missionaries left. Pastor Joe Colaw 
cried and prayed before the Lord. The following Sunday, he revealed to the church his broken heart for 
the world, and he gave them another chance to reach their faith promise goal. They topped $100,000. 

I recently was invited to the Spirit of Faith Wesleyan Church in State College, PA. This church is 
barely a year old. I was to be their first missionary speaker. Pastor Todd Confer prepared his people, 
believing that missions involvement is part of being Christians. We had a congregation of about 40 
people that morning. They made a faith promise of $3000 plus! Here was a pastor willing to challenge 
new converts for missions! 

I will be going to Delhart, Texas, in a few weeks. I have had several notes from Pastor Glendon Pyle. 
Each time he writes he says, "Since I received word that you would be here, I have been praying for you 
somewhere between eight and ten o'clock in the mornings." I expect God will do something special in 
that church because there is a pastor with a heart for missions. 

I say, "Hats off to pastors!" Thank you, and God bless everyone of you. God calls the church to 
missions, and when you help your church say yes to that call, God's plan is put in motion. 



Who Me. • .Teach? 
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by Barbara Bennett 
Wesleyan Missionary to Zambia 

The jangling alarm clock abruptly ends into English grammar books, marking 
the comforting cry of sea gulls and the papers ... and I hated diagramming sentences! 
relaxing sound of the pounding surf on the Maybe if I'd known that someday I would 
rocky shore of the northern California coast. have to teach this stuff, I might have paid 
Wednesday morning. The illuminated dial closer attention. But now it is like learning 
of the clock reads 5:30 A.M.- time to get up. it all over again. I am too old for this. Yuk! 
No sea gulls. No ocean waves. Another day Why did I agree to teach this?" 
begins in Ndola, Zambia, our place of My self-talk is not encouraging, but 
ministry. The place we now call home. sometimes it feels good. One thing doesn't 
Although I am a morning person, the face change. I am still responsible to teach this 
staring back in the mirror confirms that class called Writing Skills. "Help, Lord!" 

...,......,,...~,,--.---------------, Sitali, a Wesleyan 
student, is a 31-year-old 
medical officer. Before 

"~~ll'J~~ ... .;;;:-------.... ...J corning to TCCA he ran a 
rural health care center. 

5:30 A.M. is not my most glamorous 
moment. I have a lot of work to do before 
my 7:30 A.M. class at the Theological 
College of Central Africa (TCCA). 

Standing in front of the first-year 
students, I realize once again how inade
quate my training is and how the Lord 
must help me. "Why did I agree to teach 
this? The hours of preparation, digging 

He is, in effect, a medical 
doctor. Latirna, also in 
his thirties, has spent his 
adult life teaching high 
school, and being the 
staff representative for 
Scripture Union (similar 
to Young Life or Campus 
Life in the U.S.). Mary, 
mother of three and wife 
of a TCCA graduate, is a 
nurse. Gilbert was 
pastoring in the northern 
part of Zambia when he 
realized he needed more 
training to minister 
effectively. John is an 
Anglican studying for 
the priesthood; as an 

Evangelical he wanted the training that a 
school like TCCA could give. Bodson runs 
the Christian bookstore. All from different 
backgrounds. All with different responsi
bilities. All at TCCA for the same purpose: 
to train so that they may minister more 
effectively in their churches, their organiza
tions, their homes. 

Not all are going to set the world on 



"Maybe even by 
teaching 
English compo
sition I am a 
small link in a 
chain that will 
make the name 
of Jesus become 
known and 
worshiped in a 
greater way." I 
must admit, this 
kind of self-talk 
is better. 

Another 
fire, but most will have effective, steady Wednesday class is over, and I survived the 
ministries in Central Africa long after we two hours and managed not to look too 
have returned to the U.S. And perhaps one foolish. I grudgingly have to admit that the 
will become a world-known writer, helping hours of preparation and, yes, even 
Africans and those of us from Western sentence diagramming, have paid off. After 
countries to understand the church and the talking to a couple of students about 
world view from Africa. The training they upcoming assignments, I gather my books 
are given at an evangelical college in and head to the staff room for tea, joining 
Zambia will give them the skills necessary in the weekly prayer time for needs around 
to write articles and books for international campus. My prayer will be one of thanks-
publication. A light goes on in my mind. giving and wonder that God is able to do 

,....--- amazingly more than I could 
ask or even imagine. 

Barbara Bennett lives in 
Ndola, Zambia. She and her 
husband, Pat, serve at the 
Theological College of Central 
Africa, training men and 
women for full-time Christian 
service. Pat teaches full-time; 
Barbara does the school's 
newsletter, teaches regularly in 
the Wives' Program and also 
teaches Writing Skills to all 
incoming students. 
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Cambodia 
Jim and Roxy Lo departed for ministry in Phnom 

Penh in September. They stopped enroute to visit with 
the two Cambodian students currently studying at 
Rosales for ministry in the future Wesleyan Church in 
Cambodia. 

Haiti 
Under the direction of Wesleyan m1ss1onary Dawn 

Wheaton, the nursing school at the Wesleyan hospital on 
LaGonave Island, concluded training for the first group of 
women who began their studies in September '93. Of the 
eleven women who graduated, several will be employed 
by the hospital. 

Carol Earl has accepted reassignment to Haiti and is 
now serving at the hospital. She joins Tom and Donna 
Putnam (also reassigned from Sierra Leone) where Tom 
serves as chief medical officer at the LaGonave Wesleyan 
Hospital. 

Mozambique 
Eighteen students and staff members from 

Emmanuel Wesleyan Bible College in Swaziland came to 
Maputo for two weeks on a work and evangelism 
mission. They helped to build a church building at 
Zimpeto and conducted revival services at night using the 
regional tent. The services were blessed by the Lord and 
several people committed their lives to Christ. 

Honduras 
Tom and Lydia Hines have reported on an unusual 

new church plant opportunity. While visiting an area on 
the outskirts of LaCeiba, they noticed a new sub-divi
sion under construction. After much prayer and with the 
support of the developer and new residents of the Villa 
Mary area, The Wesleyan Church obtained prime city 
lots for church planting. Because of Honduran legal 
guidelines requiring a certain amount of land be set 
aside for community development, this property was 
obtained for free! 

Costa Rica 
Costa Rica is the new Wesleyan work in Latin America. 

In 1995, the Iglesia Wesleyana Internacional de Costa Rica 
was officially registered with the government. Through the 
outreach of the Pacific Southwest District, eight indepen
dent churches have become a part of The Wesleyan Church. 

Croatia 
Missionaries Kent and Cherie Pickslay report that 

their first Sunday after returning to Split they had the priv
ilege of baptizing nine new converts. The church 
continues to grow despite political upheaval. For those 
concerned about the Pickslays' safety, they report that 
they are living in a safe area of Split. 

Russia 
Mission Director Ron Dawson reports that 1000 

beautifully illustrated children's Bibles were recently 
purchased with contributions toward the Russian litera
ture fund. While delivering several to the orphanage in 
Lakinsk, Ron noted that the orphanage director lovingly 
gave one Bible to a child in his presence. Just adopted 
and leaving the orphanage with her new parents, the 
young girl received this precious book from the director 
who told her, "I want to give you a present to take with 
you ... something to remind you of your native 
country .. . something to remind you of your native 
language ... something to remind you of what is really 
important in life." 

Volunteer Ministries 
Director of Volunteer Ministries Scott Olson reports a 

sharp increase in the number of inquiries about work 
teams, ministry teams, and individuals interested in 
Global Opportunity Network options. Several current 
opportunities available for GO-NET ministry include 
Mexico work teams, Australia work teams, administrative 
post at the mission hospital in Zambia, work teams for the 
Brooksville missionary retirement homes in Florida, and 
work teams for church reconstruction in the Caribbean. 



The story of Christmas is the story of God making himself real to mankind ... reat present, and working in the lives 
of ordinary men and women like you and me. I wanted to share with you a story of how God is still making himself 
"real" to the people of the former Soviet Union. 

In the 1930s, Stalin ordered a purge of all Bibles and all believers. In Stavropol, Russia, this order was carried out 
with a vengeance. Thousands of Bibles were confiscated, and multitudes of believers were sent to the gulags-prison 
camps-where most died for being "enemies of the state." 

Last year, The CoMission sent a team to Stavropol. The city's history wasn't known at that time. But when our team 
was having difficulty getting Bibles shipped from Moscow, someone mentioned the existence of a warehouse outside of 
town where confiscated Bibles had been stored since Stalin's day. 

After much prayer by the team, one member finally got up the courage to go to the warehouse and ask the officials 
if the Bibles were still there. Sure enough, they were. Then the CoMissioners asked if the Bibles could be removed and 
distributed again to the people of Stavropol. The answer was, "Yes!" 

The next day the CoMission team returned with a truck and several Russian people to help load the Bibles. One 
helper was a young man-a skeptical, hostile, agnostic collegian who had come only for the day's wages. As they were 
loading Bibles, one team member noticed that the young man had disappeared. Eventually they found him in the corner 
of the warehouse weeping. 

He had slipped away hoping to quietly take a Bible for himself. What he found shook him to the core. 
The inside page of the Bible he picked up had the handwritten signature of his own grandmother. It had been her 

personal Bible! Out of the thousands of Bibles still left in that warehouse, he stole the one belonging to his grandmother
a woman persecuted for her faith all her life. 

No wonder he was weeping-God was real. The young man's grandmother had, no doubt, prayed for him and for 
her city. His discovery of this Bible was only a glimpse into the spiritual realm-and this young man is in the process of 
being transformed by the very Bible that his grandmother found so dear. 

This story is repeated with a variety of details all over the former Soviet Union, where God is doing the amazing on 
a regular basis, making himself known and real in thousands of lives. 

THE COUNTDOWN COf\JT/f\JDE8 . .. 
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Director of International 
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Alfred Kalembo 
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BECAUSE 
THEY 

LOVED 
THE 

LO 
by Golden Seaton 

After 35 years of missionary service in 
four countries or regions, Don and Elizabeth 
Karns are retiring from missionary service 
with Wesleyan World Missions. It all began 
when Don was asked to pastor the 
European church in South Africa. While 
there he also served as president of the Bible 
school and later as field superintendent. 
During his eight years as Bible school presi
dent, many young people came under their 
influence, among them was Winston 
Calahan who later became district superin
tendent. The Karns' four children came to 
know and love South Africa and to Don and 
Elizabeth it became home. 

However, in 1976 the Karns were asked 
to serve in Guyana where their assignment 
was to begin a Bible school. This was in 
July and the Guyanese were hoping to 
begin classes in September. Preparations 
began immediately with the help of five 
well-qualified nationals. Their ambitious 
goals included adapting the ministerial 
course of study and establishing a lending 
library. School did not begin in September 
but it did begin the following February 
with a class of 32 students meeting in the 
back of The Wesleyan Church in 
Georgetown. Now, the Karns look back on 
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that small beginning joyfully. The entire 
district leadership staff of The Wesleyan 
Church in Guyana were students in the 
Wesleyan Bible Institute. 

After three years in Guyana and a tour 
of home ministries, the Karns were reap
pointed to Africa. They were sure they 
would be asked to return to South Africa. 
Their hearts were still there and much work 
was to be done. Discussion concerning 
merger of the black and the white districts 
had begun and it seemed like the right 
time. But it was not to be-not then 
anyway. This time the Karns' assignment 
took them to Liberia to organize the first 
Wesleyan church in that part of Africa. It 
was a challenge which the experienced 
missionaries embraced enthusiastically. 
Seven congregations of Liberians were 
already meeting. The first step was to 
begin membership and discipleship dasses. 
Under their direction and encouragement 
the church flourished. When Don and 
Elizabeth said good bye four years later, the 
church had grown to 17 congregations and 
300 members. God had blessed their efforts 
even in the midst of civil war. 

When fighting ended the work of Don 
and Elizabeth in Liberia, they went to 



Zimbabwe for six months hoping to get 
work permits. When the permits did not 
come through, they went to the missionary 
counsel and to their surprise were 
appointed missionary directors of the 
region of South Africa. Back again in the 
place where they began their missionary 
journey, only this time ministering to the 
black church. Don found that the merger 
conversation, begun 12 years earlier, was 
still going on. It was an historic moment 
when in December of 1993, the white and 
black districts merged. 

Don and Elizabeth have left their mark 
on churches around the world. Their heart 
beat has been to disciple leaders and 
encourage and enable the growth of the 
Church of Jesus Christ. Elizabeth claims 
Lamentations 3:23: " ... great is thy faithful
ness" as her verse, her testimony, her song. 
Her life reflects faithfulness and a willing
ness to go-wherever God sent. For 35 
years, Elizabeth has been an encourager 
and a "mother in Israel" to students and 
their wives, to new missionaries, to visitors, 
and to whomever the Lord brought to her 
door. Proverbs 3: 5-6 is the passage that 
Don has come to know and depend on: 
"Trust in the Lord with all thy heart and 
lean not on your own understanding; In all 
thy ways acknowledge Him, And He shall 
direct thy paths." When asked what advice 
he would give to new missionaries, his 
wisdom comes from a life of trust and 
obedience, "You don't go because conditions 
are good or bad but because you love the 
Lord." It is obvious that Don and Elizabeth 
are true missionaries who possess a great 
love for the Lord. 

o I EE'.$u I ' 

Don and Elizabeth, 
Thank you for footprints of 

faithfulness and obedience. You 
have given to many, gifts of under
standing, listening, encouragement 
and hope. Aware of the laws of 
giving and receiving, we pray that 
just as you refreshed others in your 
ministry, you in your retirement 
will be refreshed. 

Your Missionary Family 

Current Overseas 
Project Needs 
Countr Goal Balance Needed 

Russia-Russia Ministry Center 
$350,000.00 $148,000.00 

Located in Vladimir, will be used for theological t raining, 
Bible studies, housing and mission operations 

Southern Africa-Emmanuel Wesleyan Bible 
$16,200.00 $7,800.00 

College is in need of a vehicle to replace the old 
ministry van which is beyond repair 

Colombia-Medellin Church Planting 
$10,800.00 $8,303.91 

Funds needed to purchase land for building churches 
in this key city 

Honduras-*New Project 
$15,000.00 $15,000.00 

Villa Mary Church Planting Funds are needed to build 
church on donated land in this new housing development 

Australia-Adelaide Church Planting 
$14,000.00 $14,000.00 

Start-up funds are needed in 1996 when missionar ies Bill 
and Daphne Foster return to plant the first Wesleyan 
church in Southern Australia 

Indonesia-Missionary Cora Gorman 
$5,000.00 

Additional funds for household furnishings 
$3,28 1.71 

For further information on these or other approved 
projects contact Wayne MacBeth at 317-595-4172. 

All contributions should be made payable to: 
Wesleyan World Missions 

and sent to: 
Wesleyan World Missions 
PO Box 50434 
Indianapolis, IN 46250-0434 



Go and 
Mal(e 
Disciples ... 
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by John Croft 
Wesleyan Missionary 
to the Czech Republic 



It's third down and the Brno Alligators 
need ten yards for a first down. The quar
terback looks in from his huddle as if to say, 
"What play do you want, Coach?" 
Momentarily, I'm caught offguard. "Coach? 
Me? How did that happen? How could 
that be? I'm a missionary, not a coach." I 
signal to the quarterback, "28 sweep." The 
team has played well, and they are ecstatic 
as the clock says "00.00" and the scoreboard 
reads "48-8." The players gather around, 
grab me and begin tossing me into the air 
with a cheer. Player after player walks by 
to say, "Thanks, Coach." With a mixture of 
Czech and English I attempt to congratulate 
each one on a game well played. As they 
file off the bus, I remind them to be at prac
tice on Monday. Next week's game will be 
in Vienna against a much tougher oppo
nent. Driving home, I begin to praise the 
Lord for the opportunity He has given me 
to live His light before these men. 

When we were assigned to the Czech 
Republic, we naturally wanted to know 
what our job descriptions would be. 
Church planter? Pastor? Teacher? What? 
Church planter sounded logical, given the 
fact that no Wesleyan churches were estab
lished there. Teaching English had been 
proven to be a popular and successful 
method of reaching people. And we asked, 
"Lord, what will it be?" 

When we arrived in the Czech Republic, 
we recognized it as different from any 
other field and unlike our expectations. 
Even though it had been a Communist 
country for 40 years and was grounded in 
atheistic teaching, it is not like Russia, as 
we had believed. Czech is a stable, indus
trial and very productive country. It has a 
strong, growing economy, and its people 
possess a strong work ethic. Today's tech
nologies are only a button away, and the 
stores have most of the latest products and 
fashions, though all are very expensive. 
The people are well educated and willing to 
sacrifice for prosperity. In most ways, the 
Czech Republic is a Western country, and 
that is the way they want it. However, as 
with many Western cultures, the character
istics that have made it progressive have 
also bred an independent spirit which says, 

"The more I have, the less I feel the need for 
God." Yet, there is a great need for 
Christian values and morals to be taught. 
But how does one do that here? Plan a 
crusade? Others have tried with little or no 
success. Rent out a building, hang out a 
shingle and announce the schedule of 
services? Others have done this and now 
are gone. We continued to ask, "Lord, what 
can we do? 

We began with a group of people which 
no church planting project or teaching 
assignment could reach. In the seven 
months of coaching these men, I have built 
some strong friendships. I have attempted 
to build trust. And next, we believe God 
will help us to build disciples. Someone 
made popular the slogan, "Find a need and 
fill it." We found here in Brno a football 
team which needed a coach, and we are 
filling that role. Someday we believe the 
Lord would be pleased to build His church 
with these men. We are praying to that end. 

Another hard week of practice has 
passed, and the team boards the chartered 
bus for the three-hour ride to Vienna. Each 
player scoots past me as they find their 
seats. 'f\hoy Coach!" "Dobre runo, Coach!" 
After the bus has filled and before begin
ning our journey, I stand at the front of the 
bus to share a few words of challenge and 
to praise them on their preparation for the 
game. I almost have to chuckle in praise as 
the Lord brings again those words to mind, 
"Go and make disciples ... Coach!" 

opposi te: 
players hoist John 
Croft in victory 
after a recent 
game 

below: 
Coach John Croft 
paces the 
sidelines while 
building trust 
with his players 
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ALBANlA UPDATE: 
A VtSlT WtTH THE MEEKS 

by Golden Seaton 

On the wall where once the declaration "Glory to Marxism and Leninism" 
was inscribed, a cross now hangs in its place. In a building that was once a 
Communist print shop, a church meets. In an ancient city where once 
Christians were fed to the lions, a "March for Jes us" heralds a new beginning of 
hope. The city: Durres. The country: Albania. 

After five short/long months, Paul and Darlene Meeks, Wesleyan mission
aries to Albania, returned to the states for a few weeks of home ministries. We 
visited for a few moments during the missionary retreat, and I took rapid rtotes 
as the stories of their initiation to this very unique country unfolded. Their 
greatest frustration: language study. Their concentration on the language was 
interrupted by the demands of living and by work teams who came to renovate 
their rented church space. One of the greatest difficulties has been the sad state 
of buildings and roads in the city of Durres. Everything needs repairs! The 
work teams have transformed their church, which is really two rooms of a print 
shop, into a house of worship. 

One of their greatest joys was a Kids-Klub, sponsored by a YES Corps 
team of eight young people. Prior to the week of meetings, two thousand invi
tations were distributed. Each day attendance increased. On the last day 355 
children and a few parents and grandparents crowded into the small meeting 
rooms. Thursday, however, was the high point, when 150 prayed the salvation 
prayer. One grandfather who came each day with his grandchildren announced 
that they had learned more about the Bible in five days than he had learned in 
a lifetime! On the last day, packages of crayons and pictures to color were 
distributed to each of the children. They examined them with great delight! For 
most, it was their first experience at coloring. 

Another great moment for the Meeks 
was the baptismal service held in the 
Adriatic Sea! In a country that is 70 
percent Muslim, it is no small thing to 
announce in a public baptism one's faith in 
Jesus Christ. Yet twelve did. Some of them 
were young people, the only Christians in 
their family. 

In Durres a Wesleyan church is begin
ning. Begun by a brother and sister, Olti 
and Oneida, who have held Bible studies 
in their home since 1994, twenty people 
have now made a decision for Christ. 
Others are intrigued and asking questions. 

The Meeks have already returned to an 
enormous task and a small group of 
believers whose greatest days are ahead. 



NOVEMBER 1995 

ALBANIA 
Meeks, Rev. Paul/Darlene 

Lagje 17 
Rruga: Pjeter Hanxhari 
Pallati S 11, Durres,Albania 

AUSTRALIA 
Bence, Dr. Phil/Rev. Kathy 

PO Box 125 
Glenroy,Victoria 3046 

Foster, Rev. William/Daphne 
7281 Floral Dr. 
Jenison, Ml 49428 

BRAZIL 
Ashlock, Rev. Clifton/Arletta 

Caixa Postal 5290 I 
60.1 SI Fortaleza, CE, Brazil 

Downey, Rev. Paul/Lois 
907 Wesleyan Drive, 
PO Box 1020 
Central, SC 29630 

Ensz, Revs.Tom/Grace 
Caixa Postal 444 
69.000 Manaus Amazonas 
Republic of Brazil 

Smith, Rev. Kevin/Cindy 
Caixa Postal 444 
69011-970 Manaus Amazonas 
Republic of Brazil 

BRITISH ISLES 

CAMBODIA 
Lo, Rev. James/Rexene 

do Cambodian Christian Services 
PO Box 543 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

CENTRAL EUROPE/CIS 
Babcock, Mr. David/Brenda 

PO Box 25 
A-2 104 Spillern Austria 

Wright, Rev. Dennis/Lois 
(see regional director list) 

COLOMBIA 
Dean, Rev. Marcus/Dixie, R.N. 

Apartado Aereo 56422 
Medellin, Colombia 

Guptill, Rev. Rodney/joy 
A.A 67910 
Stafe de Bogota, Colombia 

CROATIA 
Pickslay, Rev. Kent/Cheri, R.N. 

Janjevska S 
58000 Split, Croatia 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
Croft, Rev. john/Shanda 

Svahova I 
62300 Brno 
Czech Republ ic 

Edmonds, Rev. Preston/Donna 
Lyskova 11 , 63500 Brno 
Czech Republic 

GERMANY 
Austin, Rev. Kevin/Cindy 

Raintaler Strasse, 39 D.G. 
81539 Munich, Germany 

GUYANA 
Wall, Miss Doris, R.N. 

Box 10920 
Georgetown, Guyana 

HAITI 
Doan, Rev. Richard/Donnabelle 
Earl, Miss Carol, R.N. 
Manwaring, Mr. Jerry/Jody 

Putnam, Dr. Tom/Donna 
Trotzke, Mr. Steven/Joyce 

MFl/WES, Box I 5665 
West Palm Beach, FL 33416 

Wheaton, Miss Dawn, R.N. 
PO Box 50434 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 

Jacobson, Miss Helen, R.N. 
PO Box 171 
Orefield, PA 18069 

HONDURAS 
Hines, Rev. Tom/Lydia 

Apartado 414, La Ceiba 
Republic of Honduras 

INDIA 
Paine, Charles, M.D./Grace 

PO Box 50434 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 

INDONESIA 
Fussner, Rev. Jeff/Beth 

Box 153 
Magelang, Jateng 
Republic of Indonesia 

Norris, Rev. Keith/Patty 
R. I Box 89 
Elkton.VA 22827 

!APAN 
Ross, Dr. Barry/Margaret 

(see regional director list} 

MEXICO 
Parman, Mr. Ed/Sharon 
Thiele, Miss Patti 

APDO Postal 9-1 03 
C.P. I 5000 Mexico D.F. 

Moncivaiz, Mr. Ben/Faith 
Nogal 2877 
Col. Bosques del Contry 
67170 Guadalupe, Mexico 

NEPAL 
Mitchell, Miss Deborah 

PO Box 50434 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
Floyd, Mr. Don/Cheri 
Hubbard, Rev. Perry/Nancy 
Keilholtz, Rev. James/Judy, R.N. 

Wesleyan Mission, Box 489 
Mt. Hagen, W.H.P. 
Papua New Guinea 

Freeman, Rev. Randall/Linda 
PO Box 2260 
Lae, Marobe 
Papua New Guinea 

PERU 
Braisted, Rev. Joe/Debbie 

Apartado 18-0829 
Lima, Republic of Peru 

Ferguson, Rev. Jarvis/Sue, R.N. 
Apartado 86 
Chiclayo, Republic of Peru 

West, Rev. Rick/Clara 
(see regional director list) 

Wiley, Rev. Gary/Charlotte, R.N. 
Apartado 18-0829 
Lima, Republic of Peru 

PHILIPPINES 
Turner, Dr. Paul/Janet, R.N. 

do Wes. Bible College 
Rosales, 2441 Pangasinan 
Philippines 

PUERTO RICO 
Brown, Miss Velda 
Cornell, Miss Connie 
Rodriguez, Mr. George/Angelyn 

Wesleyan Academy, Box 1489 
Guaynabo, Puerto Rico 00970 

RUSSIA 
Blake, Dr. Ken/Marilyn, R.N. 
Dawson, Mr. Ron/Barbara 
Horst, Mr. Steve/Cherie 
Shores, Rev. Chuck/Janet 

WWM Russia Box 139 
666 5th Ave., Suite 572 
New York, NY I 0 I 03 

SIERRA LEONE 

SOUTHERN AFRICA 
Bagley, Rev. Robert/Brenda 

Box 88, Manzini 
Kingdom of Swaziland 

Cheney, Mrs. Eva 
HCR64 
Box 41 
Lewellen, NE 69147 

Croft, Miss Dorcas 
c/o Robert Nhlengethwa 
Private Bag A 49 
Piet Retief 2380 
Republic of South Africa 

Elliott, Miss Esther 
PO Box 50434 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 

Engle, Rev. Dennis/Connie 
PO Box 891263 
Lyndhurst, Johannesburg 2106 
Republic of South Africa 
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Helvie, Rev. Mike/Cindy 
PO Box 1374 
Margate 4275 
Republic of South Africa 

LaPointe, Rev. MardDiana 
Box 3108, Pietersburg 0700 
Republic of South Africa 

Lehman, Rev. O.D./Linda 
PO Box 486 
Brakpan, Transvaal 1540 
Republic of South Africa 

Phillippe, Miss Esther 
PO Box 88 
Manzini 
Kingdom of Swaziland 

Ramsay, Rev. Jim/Carol 
PO Box 50434 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 

SURINAME 
Pocock, Rev. Steve/Audrey 

AC.S. Suriname 
PO Box 02-5567 
Miami, FL 33102-5567 

ZAMBIA 
Anderson, Elizabeth, R.N. 

PO Box 630093 
Choma, Zambia 

Bennett, Rev. Pat/Barbara 
PO Box 50434 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 

Cromer, Rev. Fred/Carol 
1321 S. Cherokee 
Bartlesville, OK 74003 

Emmett, Storer, MD/Wilma 
Zimba Mission, 
PO Box 143 
Zimba, Zambia 

Gormong, Rev. Dan/Nancy 
Box 640140 
Pemba, Zambia 

Peed, Rev. William/Marilee 
PO Box 30745 
Lusaka, Zambia 

Tolan, Rev. David/Donna, R.N. 
Box 640140 
Pemba, Zambia 
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REGIONAL DIRECTORS 
Ross, Dr. Barry/Margaret 

(Asia/Pacific) 
Wesleyan Mission 
2135-1 Kita-Hassaku Cho 
Midori Ku 
Yokohama 226,Japan 

West, Rev. Rick/Clara 
(Americas, Haiti, Puerto Rico) 
3904 S. Landess St. 
Marion, IN 46953 

Vreugdenhil, Dr. MarionNergie 
(Africa) 
PO Box 50434 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 

Wright, Rev. Dennis/Lois 
(Europe) 
Postfach 23,A-I 037 
Vienna, Austria 

MISSIONARIES-ELECT 
Bailie, Dr. Med/May Bailie 

26 W. 467 Jewel Rd. 
Winfield, IL 60190 

Bennett, Rev. Jeff/Shelley 
16 Church St. Apt. B 
Pulaski, NY 13 142 

Burnett, Dr. Dan/Joyce 
555 Douglas Dr. 
Circleville, OH 43113 

Bickert, Rev. Robert/Kay 
322 Thacker Drive 
Wilmore, KY 40390 

Eccles, Rev. Steve/Lori 
480 W. 40th St. 
Holland, Ml 49423 

Gorman, Miss Cora 
29 Collins St. 
Yarmouth Co., NS 
Canada BSA 3E I 

Lively, Rev. Rich/Kathy 
1506 S. Hillcrest Ave. 
Clearwater, FL 34616 

Strand, Rev. Steve/Ruth 
37 S. River Rd. 
Houghton, NY 14744 

Williams, Rev. Freddy/Judi 
85 Cottonwood Park 
Cottondale.AL 35453 

Yoder, Mr. Ralph/Grace 
211 North Maple #4 
Elizabeth House 
Wilmore, KY 40390 

AT-LARGE 
Connor, Dr. John/Marge 

3573 Dubarry Rd. 
Indianapolis, IN 46226 

Garcia, Dr. Saturnino/Magdalena 
WoodDale Mobile Park 
37806 Boston Dr. 
Zephyrhills, FL 33541 

GO-NET 
VOLUNTEERS 
Barker, Mr. Dick/Barbara 

Wesleyan Mission 
2135-1 Kita-Hassaku Cho 
Midori Ku, 
Yokohama 226, Japan 

Burdette, Miss Pat, R.N. 
PO Box 50434 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 

Crosby, Rev. Robert/Norva 
Wesleyan Academy 
Box 1489 
Guaynabo, Puerto Rico 00970 

Cooper, Mr. Gary/Judy 
Lagje 17 
Rruge: Pjeter Hanxhari 
Pallati 511 
Durres,Albania 

Deur, Rev. SteveNickie 
do John Blythe 
144 Jersey Rd. 
Merrylands, NSW 
2160 Australia 

Fair, Miss Roberta 
Wesleyan Academy, Box 1489 
Guaynabo, Puerto Rico 00970 

Jones, Mr. Mike/Linda 
PO Box 30745 
Lusaka, Zambia 

Mikesell, Mr. Fred 
Box 630093 
Choma, Republic of Zambia 

Nance, Miss Shelley 
Hlavni Trida 839 
70800 Ostrava - Poruba 
Czech Republic 

Pena, Miss Nicky 
do Ed Parman 
APDO Postal 9-103 
15000 Mexico D.F. 

Shattuck, Mr. Owen 
do LOGOS 
Karpatska 2/40 I 
8 I I OS Bratislava, Slovakia 

Vadnais, Miss Julia 
do Grmelova 
Hlavni tr. 839 
70800 Ostraya-Poruba 
Czech Republic 

RUSSIA 
The following are serving in Russia. 
Mail can be sent directly to them -
NO PACKAGES! 
Allison, Mr. Kerry/Carole 
Dobson, Miss Jill 
Holsing, Mr. Jared 
Koth, Mr. Heath 
Smith, Mr. David 
Stinehart, Mr. Richard/Debra 
Truman, Miss Pam 
Wahl, Miss Brenda 
Whitney, Mr. Jeff 

WWM Russia Box 139 
666 5th Ave., Suite 572 
New York, NY I 0 I 03 

COMISSION 
Bozell, Edna Jean 
Davison, Harold/Helen 
Ensor, Jeane. 
Groth, Sandra Lee 
Higgins, Rebecca D. 
Koeneke, Terry/Karen 
Schwartz, Terry W. 
Warkentin, Tim/Ute 

Nizhny Novgorod 
WWM, Russia Box 139 
666 5th Ave. Suite 572 
New York, NY I 0 I 03 

Davis, Marcie M. 
Flinchum, Tamara R. 
French, William R. 
Friel, Maureen A. 
Gentzler, Helen E. 
Hayes, Michael/Johnna 
Letellier, JaLynn 
Pickard, Kerry Jo 

Ryazan 
WWM, Russia Box 139 
666 5th Ave. Suite 572 
New York, NY I 0 I 03 



3 
Pray for Humberto and Lily 

as they continue to try to 
plant a church in Cuzco, the 
Lima District, in the midst of 

strong spiritual opposition. 

10 
Pray for Joe and Debbie 
Braisted as they arrive in 

Peru after their year in 
language study and that their 

ministry will be fruitful. 

17 
Pray for the Peruvian church 

to renew their vision for 
evangelism, rather than 

focus on issues that divide 
the church. 

24 
Pray for Nancy Rios as she 

continues to prepare for missionary 
service to India and for her home 
churches in Peru to support her. 

31 
Pray for continued health for 

Fergusons, Wileys and Braisteds 
as all three families have had 

serious illnesses this past year. 

4 
Pray for Revs. Steve and 

Ruth Strand as they continue 
to build their support team 

which will enable them to 
leave next summer. 

11 
Praise the Lord for the new 

land given to the church in a 
new housing addition on the 

outskirts of La Ceiba. 

18 
Pray for the Bible school 

students who will be helping 
to plant new churches 

among the hundred new 
homes in La Ceiba. 

25 
Pray for the Tom and Lydia 

Hines family as they 
celebrate Christmas in their 

host country and culture. 

DECEMBER 

5 
Pray for the Bible school 

students as they prepare for 
the ministry and for the 

churches in Guyana to see 
the need to support these 

students. 

12 
Pray for Superintendent 
Oswen Cameron as he 

seeks to minister wisely 
and effectively among 

the churches and house 
fellowships. 

19 
Pray for Doris Wall as she 

continues to divide her time 
between the Bible school 
and the translation work 

among the Akawaios. 

26 
Pray for a couple to be called 

to go and teach at the Bible 
school and to help with the 

churches in Georgetown. 

6 
Praise the Lord for the 

opportunity to open schools 
that provide an education for 

the Christian community. 

13 
Pray for opportunities to 

share the gospel and for the 
pastors and their families as 

they live out their beliefs. 

20 
Continue to pray for Eric and 
Cecilea Bahadur as they lead 
this growing ministry and for 
the women's ministry that is 

a cornerstone to church 
growth. 

27 
Pray for God to strengthen 

and encourage His people in 
the 22 Wesleyan churches 

throughout Pakistan. 

7 
Pray for Debbie Mitchell as 
she returns to Canada after 

her term of service and 
begins a year of home 

ministries. 

14 
Pray for the political 

conditions in Nepal as the 
future is uncertain regarding 

permission to share the 
gospel. 

21 
Pray for the Nepali staff to 

sense a call on their lives to 
carry forth the mission in 

Nepal. 

28 
Pray for direction for future 

ministry of the Wesleyan 
Church in Nepal. 

1995 
1 

Pray for wisdom and 
strength as this young 

congregation combats the 
reality of spiritual warfare in 

this predominantly Buddhist 
country. 

8 
Praise the Lord for Cedric 

Rodrigo's completion of his 
ordination requirements and 

pray for his ongoing 
leadership of this growing 

young church. 

15 
Pray for the funds needed to 

help purchase land and for 
construction of a church 
building in Colombo, the 

capital city. 

22 
Praise the Lord for the 

opportunity to share Christ's 
birth with the new believers 
in Colombo this Christmas 

season. 

29 
Pray for Jacob and Leela 
Coulton as they join the 
Rodriges for Wesleyan 
church planting in the 

Colombo area. 

2 
Pray for Eric and Melody 

Helvie and for parents Mike 
and Cindy as they minister in 

South Africa. 

9 
Praise the Lord for Anna and 

Hudson Ensz and for the 
ministry of their parents Tom 

and Grace in Fortaleza, 
Brazil. 

16 
Pray for Nathan, Aaron, and 

Emily Fussner's ongoing 
health and schooling 

activities. 

23 
Pray for Donna Tolan as she 

home schools Aaron, Mark 
Stephen and for baby 

brother Joshua. 

30 
Pray for Paul Lehman as he 

serves this semester with his 
parents in Mozambique as 

part of his college education. 



JANUARY 1996 
--

1 2 3 4 5 6 
Praise the Lord for the 300 Pray for God to continue to Pray for Pastor Robby Sotho Praise the Lord for the peace Pray for Dick and Donna Continue to pray for Ralph 

children who have heard give wisdom and strength to as he seeks the Lord's treaty that was signed and Doan as they seek to and Grace Yoder as they 
about Jesus and pray for the Kent Pickslay and Pastor direction for his future for hope that this country complete the water project lean on the Lord for their 

ongoing ministry to these Daniel as they lead this vital ministry. can rebuild businesses, for the hospital and people future and for strength for 
kids. church and outreach homes and lives after years on La Gonave. their daily lives. 

ministry. of devastation. 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
Pray for Paul and Janet Pray for wisdom as the Pray for the new Christians Pray for Steve and Audrey Pray for James Toga as he Pray for the church and Pray for Home Ministries 
Turner as they teach at Meeks look to purchase a in Split in the church and Pocock who are in the midst begins the Bible school and school (250 children) in Cite Training going on this week 

Rosales Bible School, preach building for a church as they refugee camps as they grow of Dutch language study. for each of the students who Solie! in Port-au-Prince. in Indianapolis for 
in area churches and have already outgrown their in the knowledge of Christ. are called to ministry. missionaries and for those 
coordinate education present fac ility. who will be leading this time. 

extension work. 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
Pray for first year students Pray for more workers to be Praise the Lord for the Pray for Rev. Levi lengibe as Praise the Lord for our Pray for Roosevelt the new Praise the Lord for the 

studying at Rosales from called and equipped for Croatians, Serbs and he pastors the Flora Church, brothers and sisters who bookkeeper at the hospital continued support that 
Cambodia and Papua New ministry to help with the Bosnians who have come holds a full-time job and is have gone through civil war on La Gonave. enables our missionaries to 

Guinea as well as the many exciting opportunities together and worshipped superintendent. and starvation and have serve around the world 
Phi lippines. to share the gospel. Christ in a spirit of unity come out as gold! impacting lives for Christ. 

under one roof! 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
Pray for appointed Pray for Paul and Darlene Pray for wisdom in selection Pray for the 9 Bible school Continue to pray for Lemuel Pray for Helen Jacobson as Pray for Dr. H.C. Wilson, 

missionaries Bob and Kay Meeks as they continue to and training of leaders to students as they begin a new Harris as he leads this she returns to La Gonave for several North American 
Bicker! as they seek to lead this ministry and as they help with the church and term this month. thriving ministry and he her second term. pastors and Irene Duvall as 
finalize their prayer and complete language study. Bible studies. guides the church in this they travel to India during 

financial partners and time of rebuilding. this month for district 
prepare to serve. conference. 

28 29 30 31 
Pray for more Filipinos to Pray for one year volunteers Pray for the hundreds of Pray for Stephanie, Kara, 

respond to God's call and Gary and Rebecca Cooper displaced people throughout Michael, John Mark in school 
enter the ministry. Several who are helping with Bible Croatia that they might find and as they continue to 

churches are in need of studies and the churches hope in Christ. make friends. 
pastors. outreach ministries. 
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