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EDITORIAL 

DON BRAY 
GENERAL DIRECTOR 

WHY GO? 

Few experiences in life help 

you know Jesus as well as 

being a missionary. 11 God so 

loved the world that He sent His 

only Son .. . 11 Jesus, the 

incarnate One, took on human 

flesh , learned language, figured 

out Jewish culture, and spent 

time alone with the Father being 

refreshed so He could connect to 

another day on earth . Jesus, the 

missionary, faced all the issues 

modern day believers confront 

when they leave all to follow the 

call of Christ, ... and He did it 

well. So if you want to know 

Christ, be involved in His mission . 

This issue of the Wesleyan 

World is about going . Global 

Partners wants to challenge you 

to open your heart to God's call 

to missionary service. Today 

there is considerable discussion 

about not sending North 

American missionaries overseas 

any more due to the expense. 
11 Better to send money, 11 the 

argument goes, 11 and let the 

local people represent us. 11 

Nowhere in the Bible do I find 

God allowing us to "hire" 

replacements for His call on our 

lives. 

I still remember sitting in a 

small Papua New Guinean 

classroom where church leaders 

discussed whether they should 

To know Christ, be 

involved in His 

m1ss1on . 

release their young leader for 

missionary service to another 

part of the country, thereby 

depriving them of his 

leadership. An old man, who 

was still a new believer, walked 

to the front of the room and 

caught the attention of the 

group. He pointed at me and 

then chal lenged his own 

people. "His church," he said, 
11 his parents, his friends sent 

him to us to tell us of Jesus. 

How can we do anything less 

Thanks for supporting those who go ... 

than take our young leader and 

send him to those who have yet 

to hear? 11 The incarnation first 

communicates deep love and 

calls for radical obedience out 

of which the sending fam ily, 

congregation/denomination, 

derives life and finds a future . 

Why go? Throughout the 

world there are at least two 

billion people without a 

meaningful witness to the life 

and love of Jesus. We love them 

in Christ and must not rest until 

they have the opportunity to 

respond in faith to the message 

of salvation . 

Read this issue with an open 

and discerning heart. Global 

Partners has huge opportunities 

in Japan, Central Europe, and the 

TurkidArabic Muslim world. You 

could GO! . . . 

Will you go? 
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he book of Jonah is significant for understanding the biblical basis of mission because it treats God's mandate to His 
people regarding the Genti le peoples and thus serves as the preparatory step to the missionary mandate of the New 
Testament. But it is also important for catching a glimpse of the deep resistance this mandate encounters from the very 
servant Yahweh has chosen to discharge His worldwide work. 

Jonah is a lesson in educating a person to be a missionary: it reveals the need for a radical conversion of one's natural 
tendencies and a complete restructuring of his life to make it serviceable for mission. 

SGBflB 1. The book opens with 
Jonah receiving the command to go to 
Nineveh. While the Old Testament 
usually appeals to the other nations to 
come to Zion, the mountain of God, 
Jonah, like the disciples of the New 
Testament (cf. Matt. 28:18-20), is told 
to go! Where must Jonah go? To 
Nineveh, of all places. Nineveh, a very 
center of totalitarianism, brutality, and 
warlike attitudes. To Nineveh, 
notorious for the shameful hounding, 
vicious torture, and imperialist 
brazenness it reserved for those who 
chose to oppose its policies. God 

wants his servant to warn Nineveh of 
impending judgment and to call her to 
repentance. He wants to save Nineveh! 

But Jonah refuses. He prepares 
himself, to be sure, but only to flee from 
the face of God who is Lord over all. 

SGBflB Z. God responds to 
Jonah's flight by sending a mighty storm 
(1:4-16). The wind obeys Yahweh's 
commands, but the disobedient Jonah 
sleeps in the bottom of the boat, 
oblivious of the fact that the storm is 
directed at him. At times the Church, 
too, sleeps right through the storm of 
God's judgment passing over the world, 

assuring herself that the wind outside has 
nothing to do with her. While the crew 
vainly searches for the storm's cause, 
Jonah confesses that he worships and 
fears the God who made both the sea and 
the dry land, the one God who is above 
all nations. This God, he claims, is 
bringing a charge against him, and the 
only way to quiet the waters is to throw 
him into the sea. In this scene the crew 
represents the Gentiles, a people for 
whom Jonah is totally unconcerned, and 
yet who themselves are interested in 
sparing his life. After a second order 
from Jonah, they throw him overboard 
and the storm ceases. Scarcely able to 



believe their eyes, the sailors break forth 
in praise to the God of Jonah. Their 
obedience surpasses that of the saboteur 
Jonah: they are more open to God than 
the very prophet himself. 

S&BflB 5. At Yahweh's instructions, 
a large fish opens its mouth to swallow 
Jonah and spew him onto the shore at the 
appropriate time (1:17). Jonah simply 
cannot escape God's missionary mandate. 
The God who whipped up the stormy 
winds and directed the sailors to 
accomplish his purposes now guides a fish 
as part of His plan to save Nineveh. 
Yahweh continues His work of reforming 
and preparing His missionary to be a fit 
instrument in his plans. 

5&BflB ij. Jonah implores God to 
rescue him from the belly of the fish 
(2: 1-10). He who had no mercy on the 
Gentiles and refused to acknowledge 
that God's promjses extended to them 
now appeals for divine mercy, and by 
quoting lines from various psalms, pants 
after those promises claimed by 
worshipers in God's temple. 

Yahweh reacts . He speaks to the 
brute beast and Jonah lands on shore 
safe and sound. By hjs very rescue, 
Jonah was unwittingly a witness of 
God's saving mercy. Though covered 
with seaweed, Jonah was nonetheless a 
testimony that God takes no delight in 
the death of sinners and saboteurs but 
rather rejoices in their conversion. 

S&BnB fi. (3:1-4). God repeats 
His order to the man whose very life 
affirms the truth of what he confessed in 
the belly of the fish: "Salvation is from 
Yahweh." The Septuagint uses the term 
kerygma in 3: l-2ff. That single word 
summarizes Jonah's mission: he must 
proclaim that Nineveh, however godless 
she may be, is still the object of God 's 
concern, and unless she repents, she will 
be destroyed. His message must be one 
of threat as well as promise, of 
judgment as well as gospel. 

S&BflB fi. Nineveh responds to 
Jonah's appeal to repent (3:5-10). The 
proud, despotic king steps down from 
his royal throne, exchanges his robes for 
dust and ashes, and enjoins every man 
and anjmal to follow his example. What 
Israel continually refused to do the 
heathen Gentiles did do: the cruel king 
of Nineveh stands as anti-type to the 
disobedient kings of Judah. 

The people join the king in repenting. 
They cease all their devilish work and the 
terrifying and coercing engines of 

political injustice come to a halt. In deep 
penitence they turn away from idols to 
serve the God who is Lord of every 
nation and all creation. All this becomes 
possible because Yahweh is God. The 
world of the heathen is a potentially 
productive mission field for no other 
reason than this: He alone is God. 

The curtain closes on this scene 
with these amazing words: "God saw 
what they did, and how they abandoned 
their wicked ways, and he repented and 
did not bring upon them the disaster he 
had threatened." Yahweh is faithful to 
His promise. Still today His will for 
Moscow and Peking, for London and 
Amsterdam, is no less "gracious and full 
of mercy" than it was for Nineveh. To 

"JOnAH IS A Lesson In 
eDUCAtlnG A PeRSOn to 

ae A m1ss1onARV ... 
GOD IS StlU inteResteD In 

tRAnSFORmlnG ... JOnAHS Into 
HeRALDS OF tHe GOOD News 

WHICH BRlnGS FReeDom." 

borrow from Luther, who loved to 
preach from the book of Jonah, the left 
hand of God's wrath is replaced by his 
right hand of blessing and freedom. 

5&BnB ?. (4:1-4) recounts the fact 
that the greatest hurdle to overcome in 
discharging the missionary mandate was 
not the sailors, nor the fish, nor 
Nineveh's king and citizenry, but rather 
Jonah himself-the recalcitrant and 
narrow-minded Church. Chapter 4 
describes Jonah, who has long since 
departed the city to find shelter east of 
the borders. The forty-day period of 
repentance has passed, but since God 
has changed his mind about destroying 
it, the city continues to be nourished by 
Yahweh's grace and mercy. Jonah is 
furious that God has extended His 
mercy beyond the borders of Israel to 
the Gentiles. He wanted a God cut 
according to his own pattern: a cold, 
hard, cruel-natured god with an 
unbending will set against the heathen. 
He cannot stand to think of the Gentiles 
as part of salvation history. 

This is Jonah's sin, the sin of a 
missionary whose heart is not in it. He 
who once pleaded with God for mercy 
from the desolate isolation of a fish's 
belly now is angry that this God shows 
mercy to the nations. He vents his fury 
in the form of a prayer found in 4:2, the 

key text of the whole book: "And he 
prayed to the Lord, 'This, 0 Lord, is 
what I feared when I was in my own 
country, and to forestall it I tried to 
escape to Tarshish: I knew that thou art a 
gracious and compassionate God, long
suffering and ever constant, and always 
willing to repent of the disaster."' Part of 
the text comes from an ancient Israelite 
liturgy which every Israelite knew by 
heart and could rattle off in wornhjp at 
the temple or synagogue while half
asleep. But Jonah cannot stand to think 
that this liturgy is true not only for 
Jerusalem, the location of God's temple, 
but for other places as well-Nineveh, 
Sao Paulo, Nairobi, New York and Paris. 

Why is Jonah really so angry? For no 
other reason than that God is treating those 
outside His covenant the same as He is 
those within. But Jonah's anger in effect is 
putting himself outside the covenant, for he 
obstinately refuses to acknowledge the 
covenant's purpose-to bring salvation to 
the heathen. He had not yet learned that 
Israel could not presume upon some 
special favors from God. Both Israel and 
the Gentiles alike live by the grace which 
the Creator gives to all of His creatures. 
So God comes to His prophet, but no 
longer as a covenant partner; He comes as 
the Creator and asks His creature: "Do 
you have a right to be so angry?" 

5&BflB lJ. In the last scene (4:5-
11), God is still working to teach His 
thick-skulled missionary His lessons. 
He did not catch the point of the storm, 
the sailors, the fish , and Nineveh's 
conversion because he did not want to . 
Now Yahweh tries one more approach
the miraculous tree. A climbing gourd 
springs up quickly, offers Jonah 
protection against the beating sun, but as 
quickly withers and dies, the victim of 
an attacking worm. Jonah is peeved. 

At that point God again turns to His 
missionary-student, using the tree as His 
object lesson. The very God who directs 
the whole course of history, rules the wind 
and waves and turned Nineveh's millions 
to repentance now asks tenderly: "Are 
you so angry over the gourd? You are 
sorry about the gourd, though you had 
nothing to do with growing it, a plant 
which came up in a night and withered in 
a night. And should not I be sorry for the 
great city of Nineveh, with its 120,000 
who cannot tell their right hand from their 
left, and cattle without number?" 

God spares and rescues. Jerusalem's 
God is Nineveh's as well. Unlike Jonah, 
He has no "Gentile complex." And while 
He never forces any one of us, He 

continued on page 28 
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Is God 
Changing 

I am 

prepared 

to go 

anywhere, 

provided it 

be forward. 

-David 
Livingstone 
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Address? 
by Daron J. Earlewine 

as God ever changed your address? You know ... 
you feel God moving, hear His still small voice. 

The Word encourages it. Trusted friends 
confirm it. Before you know it, you are in a 

new town, new house, new climate, new everything. It 
has happened to me many times-growing up in a 
Wesleyan pastor's home. 

The first and most dramatic move I remember 
happened the summer after I finished second grade. We 
moved from Wyanet, Illinois, to Safford, Arizona. I 
know you have no idea where either of those places are, 
but that's OK. Somehow God does. 

So there I was, just finishing second grade, and my 
Dad came home with books about Arizona. The desert, 
cactus, beautiful sunshine, and poisonous reptiles. At 
eight years of age that was about all I could handle. The 
reason for this move into the reptile infested Wild West? 
God changed our address! He didn't change who we were 
as a family. Our talents, our passions, our personalities 
remained the same, but He did change our location. 

The next big move was to college-from Tempe, 
Arizona, one of my favorite places on earth, to Marion, 
Indiana, not as high on my list. I am not very good with 
stock portfolios or e-trading, but that seemed to me sort 
of a buy high, sell low situation. Trading in the beautiful 
desert I had grown to love for Indiana? Not my plan, but 
a direct guidance from God. I have since grown to love 
the words windchill and snowdrift, but at that time, no 
thanks. The reason given for this apparent horrible 
trade? God changed my address. Again God rearranged 
my location, but not my talents or passions. Sure, they 

were reformed and refined during the years in Arizona, 
but this was a change of locality, not identity. 

I have found one constant with each move. Every 
time God led my family or me to change addresses, the 
change occurred within the mission of reaching new 
people for His kingdom. The person I was becoming, 
my character and maturing competencies, was being 
formed to advance the Kingdom. That was the major 
focus. My address never really mattered. 

Here's how I think this whole kingdom of God thing 
works. Matthew 11: 12 says that "since the days of John 
the Baptist the kingdom of God has been forcefully 
advancing, and forceful men take hold of it." The 
kingdom of God, the mission that Christ has given us, is 
in a constant state of advancement. It is dynamic, always 
expanding. The Church is a movement created by Jesus 
Christ in which we have been invited to participate. 

We are His witnesses, right? To Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria and to the ends of the earth. There is a 
progression to it. There is an advancement and 
expansion built into the mission, into the movement of 
Jesus Christ. Therefore, to become and remain a part of 
the movement you must be willing to move. 

"Oh, you mean move spiritually-like in an 
allegorical type of way?" 

No. I mean move-like in pack up all of your stuff 
and proceed to another location type of way. Within the 
movement no address is sacred and no address is safe. 
When God moves, so do you. The last time I checked, 
God was pretty big on this whole address-changing 
thing. In fact, one of His first agenda items on the "Start 



a world changing movement called the Church" list was 
to change everyone's address. 

We read this story in Acts 8: 1-10. Let me set the 
scene. The Church is progressing well in Jerusalem. 
People are coming to faith and the Church is setting up 
shop. By chapter six, they are getting organized. New 
programs are starting and all of the people in Jerusalem 
"liked what they saw. Every day their number grew as 
God added those who were saved" (Acts 2:47 MSG). 
The Church is growing, but their Jerusalem addresses 
stay the same. 

Things are going well. Then God gets involved. 
God decides to use some adverse circumstances to 
gently remind the Church that mission is why the 
Church exists. The death of Stephen and the great 
persecution that followed gave the Jerusalem Christians 
an opportunity to stay on mission, and for all of them it 
meant an address change. 

Every time God led my family or me 
to change addresses, the change occurred 
within the mission of reaching new 
people for His kingdom. 

"That set off a great persecution of the church in 
Jerusalem. The believers were all scattered throughout 
Judea and Samaria . . .. Forced to leave home base, the 
Christians all became missionaries. Wherever they 
were scattered they preached the Message about 
Jesus" (Acts 8:1-3 MSG). 

Wow! That seems a little inconvenient. I mean, 
what about their friends? What about their homes? 
What about their kids' soccer seasons? Couldn't the 
mission of God, the burden on God's heart for the 
nations, wait till they were ready to move? And the 
statement that they all "became missionaries" ... isn't 
that a little much? Missionaries are the special people 
called by God to move, to go, to advance the Kingdom. 
They visit churches with slide shows and four-pocket 
shirts. Missionaries are the people in the picture on my 
fridge. That is not my job. 

Truth is ... a missionary is simply someone 
entrusted with a mission. If the Great Commission was 
for all believers-and I've got a pretty good idea it 
was-that makes everyone a missionary. That makes 
everyone who is a part of the movement of faith, hope, 
and love that Jesus ignited 2000 years ago eligible for an 
address change. "But if God moves me to Safford, or to 
Marion, or to London, or to Turkey, what will I do 
there?" Lord willing, you will take the character, 
passions, talents, and gifts you are now using to advance 
the Kingdom and be who God created you to be. Just 
your address would be different. 

Are you up for a move? God's kingdom is 
forcefully advancing, and He is looking for forceful, 
passionate, and willing believers to advance with it. 
This was the main thrust of the commission that Jesus 
gave us. This is the heart of God expressed by His Son: 

"Go and make disciples of all NATIONS . .. " Let's not 
forget that the world is on God's heart. We have a 
personal, yet global, Savior. 

God is looking for willing hearts to change their 
address to "declare His glory among the nations, his 
marvelous deeds among all peoples" (Psalm 96:3 NN). 
He is looking for people who will live their lives on 
mission to show the holiness of His great name so then 
the nations will know that He is the LORD (Ezekiel 
36:22-23). 

How will the nations know? Who will tell them? 
We are His ambassadors. It is up to us to do as the 
primal believers did. Allow God to change your address, 
"proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ." 

Pastor Daron Earlewine graduated from Indiana 
Wesleyan University in 2000. He started The 
Crux in September 2001. He is an anointed 
communicator who challenges people to awaken 
themselves to the righteousness of Christ. Daron 
has been married to Julie for three years and they 

have a one-year-old son, Cole. If Daron 's not at church or with 
Julie and Cole, he is playing NASCAR on his PlayStation 2. 

Therefore 

go and 

make 

disciples of 

all nations . . . 

And surely 

I am with 

you always, 

to the very 

end of 

the age. 

-Matthew 
28:19-20 N/V 

OVERCOMING OBSTACLES OVERCOMING OBSTACLES 

"Who Will Be Our 
Cheerleading Coach?" by sabrina Hadsell 

U who will be our cheerleading coach?" 
There it was-the dreaded question. 

For four years I had invested my time, 
energy, and tears into the lives of a group of 
girls and now, with seven of them just 
beginning their senior year, I had to tell them 
I was leaving. The Lord called me to a life 
of ministry and missions as a teenager, yet 
He had chosen to lead me on foreign soil only for short-term 
trips. For many years I wondered why, yet looking back I now 
see there was a Master plan in place. 

You see, I previously had no formal training in cheerleading, yet 
with a heart for ministry and a willingness to learn, I challenged myself 
and my team to new levels of excellence each season. Things were 
flowing right along-and then it happened. It was time for me to GO! 
As I became more excited about the future the Lord had for me 
overseas, I began dreading the day I would have to tell my team. 

On the first day of tryouts, I sat everyone down to discuss plans for 
the next year. Then the moment came. As I told the girls, their faces 
went from a state of shock to anxiety. I took a deep breath of relief until 
someone asked the dreaded question: "Who will be our cheerleading 
coach?" At that very moment the presence of God settled among us. 
I was able to encourage the girls that God is in control. He will provide 
for all of our needs in His perfect time .... And guess what? He did! 

- Sabrina Hadsell teaches English as a second language at the 
Majak center in Brno, Czech Republic. She also works as a cheer 

coach to a local Czech team and advises several teams across Europe. 
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Looking Back 

tepping 

The greatest 

need in 

mission is 

not more 

activity, but 

more men 

and women 

of godly 

character. 

- George Miley 
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This past June, while attending Global Partners' three
week Missionary Training Institute in Frankfort, 
Indiana, one of our newly appointed missionaries 

found a 1995 copy of the Wesleyan World magazine. 
That issue happened to contain an article introducing me 
as the new director of Special Ministries. Unfortunately, 
the article also included a family photo! More than just 
my hair color has changed in the last ten years. 

When I began at Wesleyan World Missions (Global 
Partners) in 1995, Lois Bogear and I were the total 
mobilization staff. Together we helped North American 
volunteers participate on short-term mission teams. 
Today, our mobilization team has expanded, as has the 
number of people who are being mobilized yearly for 
short and long-term missionary service. Although my 
role at Global Partners continues to change, one thing 
does not change-my passion to challenge and equip 
Wesleyans to accept and fulfill their strategic role in the 
Great Commission. As God's people embrace His 
vision for the world, strategic resources (prayer, money, 
and people) are released for global ministry, and, as a 
result, God 's kingdom is advanced. As I reflect on my 
last ten years at Global Partners and look ahead to the 
future, a few things stand out. 

GO-Net (Global Opportunity Network) 
Just before I started at Global Partners, the world 

missions ' leadership team seriously considered getting 
completely out of short-term missions. Instead, after 
working with a consultant and focus groups, we soon 
discovered that we needed to greatly strengthen our 
approach to short-term missions. Our goal was to provide 
a variety of opportunities so that teams, individuals, and 
families could "go" for a week or for as long as two years. 

What emerged was a comprehensive approach to 
mobilizing and equipping people to participate in a 

BY SCOTT OLSON 

variety of short-term ministries through GO-Net (Global 
Opportunities Network). Soon into the process we began 
to believe that a more intensive focus on mobilizing one
year volunteer missionaries would be beneficial to many 
of our fields around the world, and, at the same time, this 
intentional exposure could very well become a catalyst 
for career missionary recruitment. This has proven to be 
true as hundreds of volunteers have gone to serve for one 
year, with many of them transitioning into intern and 
career missionary service. This past year a record 
number of missionaries were appointed! 

In addition, we are thrilled with the "World Christian" 
development we are seeing in the lives of those who go. 
We define a World Christian as someone who 

1. understands the biblical mandate to make 
disciples of all nations; 

2. accepts personal responsibility for the fulfillment 
of that biblical mandate; 

3. takes intelligent and strategic action toward 
fulfilling their God-appointed role as a sender or 
sent one. 

Two-Year Internship 
For years we told young adults that after graduation 

they would need to have two years of experience in 
North America before we would consider them as long
term (career) missionary candidates. However, we 
discovered that during their two years of "gaining 
experience" in North America, many drifted from their 
calling and found other paths. With the realization that 
many young adults are ready and willing to make long
term commitments , we initiated our internship program . 
This two-year program is currently the fastest growing 
segment of our mobilization strategy. 

Internships provide the opportunity for young adults 
to get their two years of experience overseas with Global 



As God's people embrace 

His vision for the world ... 

God's kingdom is advancep. 

Partners instead of waiting in North America. 
Internships focus on culture, language, training, and 
mentoring. This approach is drawing more young 
adults than ever before to Global Partners, which over 
the long haul, we believe, will produce more effective 
long-term missionaries and decreased attrition. 

Geezers for God? 
Several years ago I wrote what I thought was a 

brilliant article for the Wesleyan World magazine. It 
was entitled "Geezers for God?" I loved it, my wife 
loved it, my mom loved it, and even some of you 
loved it! However, some did not. The concept I 
introduced was right, but my choice of words did not 
meet with widespread appeal. Getting involved in 
missions by "going" is often viewed as something that 
teens, young adults, and young families do. Older 
people stay home, pray, and write checks-right? We 
need prayer and we need money, but history books, the 
Bible included, indicate over and over that God uses 
people of all ages in many different ways. 

It is true that many mission organizations will not 
send people once they reach a certain age. Global 
Partners has chosen a different approach. A few years 
ago we began to intentionally invite mature people to 
join us overseas and to invest themselves in others. We 
believe that there are at least three things that empty 
nesters can bring to Global Partners: their availability, 
their wisdom, and their life experience. Through the 
years we have tried to be proactive in helping those of 
older generations see that they can make a difference 
by "going." Our missionaries and international leaders 
have been blessed by the continual flow of mature 
believers who have allowed their collective gifts, skills, 
and life experiences to be used by God. Even as I 
write this I can think of several who are preparing to 

go. Our decision to target and mobilize mature 
believers has proven to be an effective ministry 
approach that will pay dividends for years to come. 

More Exposure 
Over the last ten years we have worked hard to 

create a greater awareness of what Global Partners is 
trying to accomplish around the world. Finding ways to 
effectively partner with The Wesleyan Church of North 
America is not only good for local churches here, but 
also for our combined global effectiveness as well. One 
of the greatest needs that every organization wrestles 
with is human resources. Mobilizing and developing 
personnel is critical to accomplishing God's purpose. 

Those who are considering God's biblical 
mandate to "go" are at the heart of what we do. Not 
everyone will go, but it is the job of our mobilization 
team to connect those whom God is speaking to with 
ministry opportunities available through Global 
Partners. We have tried to increase our visibility 
through a variety of means including 

• campus representatives who mentor students on 
each of our five North American Wesleyan 
college and university campuses; 

• an extended team of dedicated leaders who 
passionately promote missions and oversee 
strategic recruitment areas such as sports ministry, 
medical professionals, professors, and TESOL 
teachers (Teaching English to Speakers of Other 
Languages); 

• GO-Equipped training weekends that provide 
fresh new training ideas for short-term mission 
team leaders. 

We are also thrilled about our new partnership with YES! 
Ministries. Together we are providing opportunities for 

continued on page 9 

How 

beautiful 

on the 

mountains 

are the feet 

of those who 

bring good 

news, who 

proclaim 

peace, who 

bring good 

tidings, who 

proclaim 

salvation, 

who say to 

non, "Your 

God reigns!" 

- Isaiah 52: 7 NIV 
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It is not the 

possession 

of 

extraordinary 

gifts that 

makes 

extraordinary 

usefulness, 

but the 

dedication of 

what we 

have to the 

service of 

God. 

-FW 

Robertson 
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BY JOHN CROFT 
"When I was 17, I went to Haiti on my first mission trip . 

. . . That trip became probably the single greatest 
directional pointer in my life outside of God's Word." 

"Warning! Stay away!" That's what I often say 
to people wanting to come to the Czech 
Republic as GO-Net missionaries or members 

of work and ministry teams. "Stay away if you don't 
want to . .. " Well , let me explain. 

When I was 17, I went to Haiti on my first mission 
trip. As far as I was concerned, at the time, that meant 
talcing a week off from school to do some cool stuff 
most people did not have a chance to do . It turned out 
to be far more important. That trip became probably the 
single greatest directional pointer in my life outside of 
God 's Word . 

Now don 't get me wrong. My parents invested 
heavily in my spiritual formation and, hey, I was even 
raised on the mission field. But, thankfully, my parents 
stayed out of the future pointing business. They left that 
up to God who created me for a future He had planned 
for me. In 1978 I left on that adventure with great 
anticipation. Little did I know all God had planned! 

Our mission team was exposed to many things
good and bad . We saw lives transformed; we saw lives 
devastated by sin. We worked with our hands . We 
shared from our lives. The things I saw and did had a 
profound impact on me. 

As a result, I received a gift from God-a spiritual 
compass. The needle on that compass has determined my 
direction until this day. As I followed it, two things in my 
life became much clearer. The first was vision. I began to 
see things that others could not see. I listened closely to 
people who had traveled this road before me, but I knew 
God meant this compass to be mine. To this day I am 
accused of seeing things that are not there, but I choose to 
live in God's reality rather than the world's. 

The second thing to come into focus was passion. 
I realize that the purpose of a compass is to get from 
point A to point B, but I have always wanted to do 
much more than "get there ." God has filled me with a 
desire to change the landscape around me along the 
way, helping others find their way through the labyrinth 
of life and discover their own compass. 

I am now a career missionary because of that week in 
Haiti. I chose my life's companion as a result of that week. 
(I met my wife, Shanda, in a cultural anthropology class.) 
The way we raise and train our children is traceable back to 
that week. How we make and accept decisions has been 
influenced by that one single week. 

Many factors go into making me who I am, giving me 
purpose in life. However, that one week in 1978 did more 
to answer the pressing questions of a 17-year-old boy than 
all the advice well meaning people could give me. 

My current joy is serving with Global Partners as 
mission director for the exciting work in the Czech 
Republic. We love partnering with GO-Net* 
missionaries who come to minister. We excitedly 
welcome short-term work and ministry teams . We not 
only need them-we want them! We want them 
because they help us get the job done . But more than 
that, we want them to come and see if God might have 
a compass just for them. Our invitation always comes 
with a strong warning: Stay away! Stay away if you 
can't handle ... 

... hard work. There will be long days . Make the 
most of every moment. 

... personal challenge. Come ready to experience a 
stretching exercise in patience and understanding. 
Much of the time you will feel uncomfortable. 

... humility. You will be humbled by always being 
at the mercy of missionaries and local people 
who know more than you. 

.. . spiritual awakening. Be prepared to discover a 
part of God you have not seen before. You just 
might receive a new awareness of who you are in 
Christ. 

... vision. God may want to give you a clearer and 
more Bible-centered worldview. 

... passion. You may find yourself more driven to 
make a difference than settling for "just getting by." 

Oh , it's adventurous, to be sure! Excitement waits 
at every tum as a nation without God comes face to face 
with Him. So, come for a year or two, or for even a 
week or two, but don't ever say we didn't warn you! 

P. S. You think you're up to it? Are you looking 
for a true adventure in serving God cross-culturally? 
Contact Global Partners' mobilization staff at 
mobilization@wesleyan .org or contact us at 
jcroft@majak-bmo.cz for information about our field 
and the opportunities. 

*GO-Net stands for Global Opportunity Network. It is designed 
for those wanting to serve internationally for up to two years. 

John and Shanda Croft have 
served as Global Partners' 
missionaries to the Czech 
Republic since November 1994. 
They have three children: 
Travis, a freshman at Indiana 
Wesleyan University, Brooke, a 

high school sophomore, and Rachael, a 7th grader. 



Looking Back - Stepping Forward cont. 

youth leaders and their students to experience cross
cultural ministry on Wesleyan fields around the world. 
We are thankful for strategic ministries and partnerships 
like these that are creating a greater sense of awareness 
for what can happen globally when we all work together. 

greater need is 
for those who 
will learn the 
language and 
culture, and then 
stay long-term and develop relationships. 

Do not 

pray for 

easy lives. 

Pray to be 

More Opportunities 
When Jesus said, "The harvest is plentiful , but the 

workers are few," He was right. Interestingly, that 
statement holds true today-2,000 years later. Population 
growth alone makes this statement seem pretty logical. 

In closing, I invite you to join our prayer partners 
who are asking God to provide "workers for the 
harvest." Please visit our Hot List on-line at 
www.gphotlist.com and pray with us about these 
needs. In addition, pray for our team as we continue 

stronger 

men. Do 

not pray for 

tasks equal 

to your 

Global Partners currently has ministry in nearly 80 
countries. Many people are surprised when they check 
out our Hot List (www.gphotlist.com) and find a long list 
of varied short and long-term mission opportunities. We 
are consistently asking God to raise up people that are 
gifted and skilled with computers, church ministries, 
church planting, maintenance, construction, sports 
ministries , and teaching English (TESOL), as well as 
those who are doctors , nurses , teachers, and professors. 

One of the greatest needs we have is for medical 
professionals. In spite of the significant amount of time 
spent through the years, I am disappointed that we have 
been unable to mobilize the medical community for long
term mission involvement. Medical professionals are 
typically eager to volunteer for short-term trips, but the 

to look for cutting-edge strategies that will increase 
our exposure and introduce people to these great 
needs. We envision the ongoing development of 
relevant promotional materials, better use of 
technology, and an army of passionate believers asking 
God for workers to meet the need . If God would 
choose to honor our prayers with a whole new flood of 
workers for the harvest, we would be grateful beyond 
belief and strive to be faithful stewards of these 
"human resources"-a gift from God to the nations. 

powers. 

Pray for 

powers 

equal to 

your tasks. 
Scott Olson serves as Director of Operations 
for Global Partners. He is married to Jill 
and has two grown sons, David and Daniel. 

- Phillips Brooks 

OVERCOMING OBSTACLES OVERCOMING OBSTACLES OVERCOMING OBSTACLES OVERCOMING OBSTAC 

Looking at the Mona Lisa by Andrea Swarthout 

A new study came out recently 
which showed how differently 

Chinese and American students view 
the world simply by how they look at a 
picture. Take, for example, the Mona 
Lisa. Western students asked to view 
this painting focused solely on Mona 
Lisa herself. Meanwhile, Asian 
students' eyes constantly moved over 
the entire painting. Did you know 
there is a stream, trees, rocks, and 
sky behind her? Westerners tend to 
look at the focal point of a picture. 
Asians are more prone to look at the 
whole picture and its context. 

As I prepare to go to an Asian 
country-Japan-my mind must now 
transition from being part of a narcissistic 
individualistic culture to a society where 
"I" must decrease and become part of 
the context of the picture as a whole. 
Clearly this concept is biblical but not a 
value of American culture. 

I can think of many reasons for me 
to stay in America and minister. Some 
are selfish . However, some are well
intentioned. For example, my 
generation is the least represented in 
the Church. Why go overseas when 
there are so many unchurched people 
here? Fourteen years ago God called 
me to a work far greater than myself 
and my nationality. This belief has 
brought to light those good intentions 
that are, in fact, my desire. 

In Japan, The Wesleyan Church and 
World Gospel Mission partner with a 
Japanese holiness denomination, 
Immanuel General Mission (IGM). Of 
Japan's roughly 127 million people, less 
than one percent claim to be 
Christians. IGM has every reason not 
to send out missionaries. However, I 
greatly respect their Church because 
this very same calling has always been 
the backbone of their denomination. 

Since IGM was founded by Dr. David 
Tsutada in 1945, IGM has sent out over 
36 missionaries all around the world. 

Our purpose in life is to fulfill God's 
objective. The plans we have for our 
lives may seem very logical. Even so, 
as long as they are our plans-like 
looking at the Mona Lisa-we miss 
the scenery. Amazingly, if we view 
ourselves within God's context and 
not as the focal point, the scenery 
becomes breathtaking. 

- Andrea Swarthout, Global 
Partners ' missionary to Japan, is 
ordained in the Iowa/Minnesota 

District of The Wesleyan Church. 
She graduated from Oklahoma 

Wesleyan University and Asbury 
Seminary. Her passions are getting the Church 

excited about missions and making the 
mystery of the gospel plain to all peoples. 
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Can Short--Term Volunteers 

Build the 

Global 
Church? 

Then I heard 

the voice 

of the Lord 

saying, 

"Whom shall 

/send? 

And who 

will go for 

us? And 

I said, 

"Here am I. 

Send me!" 

- Isaiah 6:8 N/V 
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Y()(J )fJ\Y N()'I, l\Till~'r 'fl) lll~U) 'rIIIS ... 
In a recent editorial appearing in Missions Frontiers magazine, Ralph D. Winter, general 
director of the Frontier Mission Fellowship, talked about the complexities of cross-cultural 
outreach within societies "where you can't win people to Christ the way it is done at home." 
His article is quite opinionated and frankly, not "easy" to read. Although I do not agree with 
everything he mentions, he does raise some important issues. If you decide to read this and 
make it to the end, you will find a few observations I have made. - Scott Olson 

N ever in North American history have more 
local churches been more interested in 
having a hand in mission cause! 

• Waves of high school and college students 
are fanning out across the globe in the 
hundreds of thousands. 

• Hundreds of congregations are buying into 
the idea that it is less expensive to send 
money to hardworking overseas pastors to 
extend their outreach than it is to send North 
American missionaries to places where there 
are no pastors. 

• Awareness and involvement on a global level 
has never been greater. Citizens, 
classrooms, businesses are now expected to 
be "globalized." There is no turning back. 

• Never in mission history have long-term 
workers had more visitors from home 
churches. 

All this ought to be good news, but it does not seem to 
me to be altogether good news. Really, can anything 
be wrong with this? Yes, because somehow in all of 
this, the earlier congregational ignorance of what 
missions is, [is now being] replaced by extensive 
misinformation about missions! 

Mission agencies can still do their work even if 
ignorance pervades the pew. But now congregations 
are stumbling into a good deal of misinformation 
about missions, eagerly simplifying, short-circuiting 
serious approaches. 

How did a highly sensitive, delicate, specialized 
task like missions become something a volunteer 
could do in two weeks? ... Is it wise for keen young 
people (whose hearts are warmed concerning the 
world's lost peoples) to go out by thousands on scary 
two-week trips to totally strange places, often not 
even seeing a missionary at a distance, and returning 
home overawed by the apparently hopeless task of 
reaching the world with the Gospel? 

There is no book called "Missions for 
Dummies." One could be written, but it would be 
painfully complex and inevitably confusing to the 
arm-chair reader. Why? 

No human endeavor is as full of unforeseen, 
unexpected, apparently unreasonable or certainly 
bafiling obstacles. No role requires more intelligence, 
stability of heart and life, and more dogged endurance 
than the role of a serious missionary .... 

Why are more career missionaries 
needed? 

At present, the United States is sending 
350,000 "short-term" volunteers and only 50,000 
career missionaries. There is no question that 
most such volunteers return with deepened 
spiritual lives and somewhat globalized 
understandings. Short-term sending organizations 
are very creative in adding all kinds of wholesome 
learning experiences to their people. However, 



[many] short-termers never see a missionary at 
work. Only [a few] may truly discover that 
missionaries are level-headed, intelligent people 
with significant results .... 

Is the answer to send [short-termers] where 
they will meet real missionaries? Theoretically, 
yes. Practically, no .... The number of career 
workers needs to double if significantly more short
termers can actually visit real missionary work. 

Can volunteers alone build a 
healthy global Church? 

The final goal of missions is to win people to 
Christ and to glorify the Father, but the 
immediate obstacle is cross-cultural mission in 
places where you can't win people to Christ the 
way it is done at home. That first task is to 
understand the un-understandable, to penetrate 
the baffling complexities of mysteriously 
"different" situations. Only then can "winning 
people to Christ" begin effectively. By then it is 
no longer a mission field, strictly speaking, but 
simply an overseas church movement. 

Short-term volunteers cannot help much with 
the complexities of that initial break-through, 
which is the most crucial mission task. 

• Suppose a local hospital were short on 
surgeons. Would it invite volunteers to pitch 
in for two-week turns in the operating room? 

• Suppose a legal firm were to lack 
attorneys. Would it ask local churches to 
send in two-week volunteers to help? 

• Suppose the Air Force lacked pilots. 
Would they call upon short-term citizens 
to help out? 

Obviously, if pioneer mission is a complex, 
specialized enterprise that has failed as often as it 
has succeeded--due to amateurish approaches

OVERCOMING OBSTACLES OVERCOM I NG OBSTACLES OVERC 

It's All About Godl by Susan Shanks 

"For I know the plans that I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for 
welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope" (Jeremiah 
29:11 NASB). 

I have clung to Jeremiah 29: 11 . I know God has a plan and that 
everything He allows to happen is for my good and for my future. 

To have tenacious courage, I must rely on Him and His promises. 
Speaking in front of large groups unnerves me. In fact, I become 

paralyzed. Raising support means speaking in front of multitudes-at 
least they seem like multitudes to me! The Enemy began working on 
me immediately after we were appointed as career missionaries. Finally, 
after a year of torture, I asked God about His promise in Jeremiah 29. 
I pleaded for Him to rescue me. All I heard was silence. 

Determined not to give in to the Enemy, I continually asked God 
for relief. When I finally gave Him my full attention-during a 72-hour 
faith walk- He spoke to me. His voice was not audible, but His 
presence flowed over me like a warm, refreshing shower. In His kind 
and gentle way, He said, "I've been with you always. I've never left 
you. When you were weak in the knees from fear of speaking in front 
of those crowds, I was there holding you up. Besides, raising 
support is not about you ... it's about Me and My work in the Czech 
Republic. Tell My people what you have witnessed Me doing in 
Central Europe and how I am using you as My hands and feet to 
help spread the good news to the nations of the world ." 

Now that I have focused on Him completely, I have found peace, 
sweet peace. As I step in front of seas of unfamiliar faces, I take a 
deep breath and ask the Holy Spirit to speak through me. He has 
given me tenacious courage, and I rest assured that the results lie 
with Him. 

- When they raise the remaining 45 percent of their 
financial support, Roger and Susan Shanks will serve the Majak Ministry 

Center in Brno, Czech Republic, by overseeing the renovations of buildings 
and grounds and by hosting work teams. The Shanks are empty 

nesters with three married daughters and five grandchildren. 

volunteers are not an alternative to in-depth missionary wisdom .... Reprimedfrom rhe May-June 2005 issue of Mission Frontier.;. Used by pennission. 

1\7EIJJ, YOU }IADE 1'11! Why don't you grab a cup of coffee and let me respond to Dr. Winter's 
editorial with some thoughts on how we can address some of these concerns, and how we (Global 
Partners and the local church} can work together more effectively for the Great Commission. Who 
knows, this may become a catalyst for more dynamic partnerships, or even the outline for that new 
bestseller, Missions for Dummies. 

• We at Global Partners are 
convinced that volunteers can 
supplement the strategic work of 
career missionaries, but recognize 
the need to maximize their 
effectiveness. 

Partners provides expertise in 
helping local churches decide 
where the most strategic places 
are for their short-term mission 
teams to be sent. 

recruitment of long-term 
missionaries from your church, 
and guidance on how to invest 
financial resources for long-term 
impact. 

• Global Partners is committed to 
providing missiological resources 
and training opportunities that 
will maximize the impact of 
short-term mission teams. 

• The mobilization team at Global 

• Global Partners can provide 
consultation on how to create 
long-term partnerships with 
missionaries who have strategic 
plans for their fields. These 
partnerships could include short
term mission team placement, 

• Dr. Winter notes that some believe 
it is cheaper to send money directly 
to national workers and bypass 
missionaries. In spite of this 
rhetoric, we have a biblical mandate 
from Jesus to go. We must not turn 

continued on page 27 
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The Spirit 

of Christ is 

the spirit of 

missions, 

and the 

nearer we 

get to him 

the more 

intensely 

missionary 

we must 

become. 

- Henry Martyn 

12 

As I sat down with Heath to talk 
about mobilizing volunteers, I 

knew right away that this was more 
than a job for Heath. It is his passion! 

Heath, your heart for mission emerged 
from your own volunteer experience, 
didn't it? 

That's right. I went to Russia on a short-term 
mission trip during my college years. That tugged 
my heart to missions around the world and that's 
how I got involved. 

So how did you come to Global 
Partners? 

I worked in the accounting industry for about 
three years . One day I received a phone call from 
Scott Olson. He was looking for someone to 
assist in the mobilization process, and it fit with 
what I felt called to do. At that point in my life, I 
wanted to move on, and it became clear that this 
was the next step God had in mind. 

So that is your passion now? Helping to 
mobilize people who want to be 
involved in global ministries? 

Oh, most definitely. Actually, I think my 
passion is two-fold. First, it's for volunteers-to 
allow them to experience and know God's heart 

for the world . You do that through short-term 
missions. Then, the life change that comes about 
because of that experience helps people engage in 
missions at a deeper level-whether it be 
commitment to international ministry within North 
America or commitment to a lifestyle of living 
outside North America. 

In your opinion, what strengths do 
volunteers bring to mission? 

Volunteers bring excitement. The more people 
get involved, the more excitement they generate 
on the field and, after their return, in their local 
churches . They bring back an awareness of what 
God is doing around the world through their own 
life change and how they engage in their local 
church. Also , they bring skills that mission staffs 
may not have-whether it 's construction, teaching, 
volunteering at a camp, or computers. 

What qualities do you look for in a 
volunteer? In other words, what would 
the ideal volunteer look like for you? 

First thing is openness to what God is going to 
do in your life. That's key. An open heart allows 
you to be changed. The second thing is to 
understand that there is a cost involved-a two
week trip is going to cost you something. It's 
going to cost you money, possibly vacation time, 
and it may be inconvenient. 



You have been at Global Partners now 
for how many years? 

Six years. 

What are the changes you have seen in 
volunteer ministry over the years since 
you have been at Global Partners? 

In the younger generations, I've seen a higher 
commitment to unreached areas-the hard places. 
They see it on the news-the Muslim world-and 
they want to be engaged in that. Global Partners 
has been instrumental in providing opportunities for 
people to be involved in that part of the world. 
Also, I've seen churches become more engaged in 
volunteer ministries. Once you've sent a team, 
more teams want to go. You build momentum. I've 
also seen a larger concern for the world situation. 
We've had 9-11, the Iraq war, and more people, I 
think, want to do something about those concerns. 

What would you say to the average 
churchgoer who says, "Heath, I don't have 
anything to offer. I'm not a preacher or a 
teacher. I don't know what I would do on 
a short-term ministry trip."? 

You don ' t need a specific skill; you need a 
specific heart-a servant's heart that's ready to 
serve and learn. What can people do? Honestly, 
that's open. Opportunities are so varied that we 
often take an individual and say, "OK, what are 
your interests? What are you good at?" Look at 
what you're doing here. You can do that 
anywhere. Life is pretty similar all over the 
world. Everyone needs an accountant. Everyone 
needs a children's worker. Everyone needs 
someone who is hospitable. The overlying 
principle is that whatever your passion is here can 
be your passion anywhere in the world. 

That is true, but don't volunteers need 
some kind of preparation for "doing 
their passion" cross-culturally? 

Definitely. That open heart I talked about is 
basic for understanding that you don't just get on a 
plane and go somewhere and live your life in the 
same way you do in North America. There needs to 
be a desire to learn about the culture where you are 
going and how to relate appropriately so you can 
best reflect Jesus in that culture during the short time 
you are there. There are also safety concerns--crisis 
management. Right now we're at a very volatile 
time in the world and that needs to be addressed. 
Most importantly, volunteers need spiritual 
preparation. Taking time to spiritually prepare 
yourself for this kind of ministry is absolutely 
essential. That's where specific training times help 
volunteers prepare for the experience that lies ahead. 
You have to make sure your heart is tender enough 

to receive what God has for you because the life 
change comes after the volunteer experience. 

What are some specific resources 
available for local churches and 
individuals who want to be involved in 
short-term ministry? 

Go into all 

the world 

Individuals and churches need to contact the 
Global Partners' mobilization team. We're here to 
get to know people and help put them in the right 
place. You can check out current opportunities on 
the Hot List at www.gphotlist.com. Multiple times 
a year, we hold GO Equipped training sessions for 
short-term team leaders. (Contact Global Partners 
for more information on times and dates.) 

and preach 

the gospel 

to the whole 

creation. 

-Mark 16:15 

RSV 

Heath Koth was born and raised in Mitchell, 
South Dakota. He attended Oklahoma 
Wesleyan University. Since November 1999 
Heath has served with Global Partners ' on the 
mobilization team. 

OVERCOMING OBSTACLES OVERCOMING OBSTACLES OVE 

From Short-Term to 
Career Missions by Phil Boardman 

What an adventure the last 
five years have been! I 

never would have imagined that 
God would take me where He 
has and brought me to the place 
I am right now! I have heard 
about many people who knew 
from a very young age that they 
would be overseas missionaries, 
but I was not one of them. Just 
a few years ago, I assumed God 
wanted me to be a teacher in 
the States for the rest of my life. 
But He had other plans. 

In 2000 I went to the Czech 
Republic for English camp. This 
was one of those amazing life
changing times where God 
worked in my heart and asked 
me to come back as a GO-Net 
volunteer missionary. During my 
two years as a GO-Net volunteer, 
I knew that I was right in the 
middle of where God wanted me 
to be. I also knew that part of 
the reason I wanted to come 
back to the States was to fulfill 
the plans I had made for myself. 

By the time I neared the end 
of my two years as a GO-Net 
volunteer, I knew I had a choice 
to make. I could choose to go 
back to the United States and 
do the things I wanted to do, 
or I could dive headfirst into a 

new and exciting thing God had 
for me-to be a career 
missionary. To do this, though, I 
had to lay all the dreams, 
desires, and plans I had for my 
life at His feet. This was hard for 
me. I realized that I had a sort 
of "short-term mindset." I was 
limiting God. In a sense I had 
told God that I could sacrifice 
these dreams and plans I had 
made-as long as it was only for 
a short time. 

God challenged me to set 
aside this short-term missionary 
mindset that I had developed and 
see my life through His eternal 
eyes. I realized that our Lord is 
looking for people who are 
committed to Him, who are willing 
to sacrifice for Him. I am learning 
to be one of those people. The 
sacrifices I make to be a career 
missionary are so small compared 
to the sacrifice Jesus made for 
me. And it is really just the least I 
can do to serve Him now. 

- Phil Boardman served as 
a GO-Net volunteer in Bruno, 

Czech Republic, tor two 
years. He plans to return to 
the Czech Republic to serve 
as a teacher and director of 
the English as a second language program. 
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When James 

Calvert went 

out as a 

missionary to 

the cannibals 

of the Fiji 

Islands, the 

captain of the 

ship sought 

to turn him 

back. "You 

will lose your 

life and the 

lives of those 

with you if 

you go 

among such 

savages," he 

cried. Calvert 

only replied, 

"We died 

before we 

came here." 

-David 
Augsburger 
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G lobal Partners now offers a two-day 
training session several times a year 

for prospective short-term mission team 
leaders. Participants have an opportunity 
to learn from cross-cultural experts how to 
maximize the impact of the experience for 
all involved. Two attendees share their 
insights on how GO Equipped training has 
enriched their own volunteer team trips. 

GmQUIPPeo - - - -==== =-
We loved the ideas and resources that GO 
Equipped provided us!" 

- Lisa Holbrook 

When I heard about the GO Equipped training 
session to be held in our area, I thought, "Why do I 
need that?" After all, I had been on plenty of short
term mission trips. In fact, my husband, David, 
and I had even led our last five trips. "What more 
could this training possibly teach me?" 

A quick "check" of my attitude from God 
reminded me that just as I desire for my relationship 
with God to grow daily, I should also be open to 
gaining wisdom, especially in the area of missions! 
Luke 2:52 (NN) says, "Jesus grew in wisdom and 
stature, and in favor with God and men." If Jesus 
grew in wisdom, then I definitely had room to grow! 

And I did! From the minute I walked into the 
training sessions, I was impressed with the 
organization that had gone into it. And that was 
just the beginning. We gained incredible insights 
from lay leaders who shared about teams they had 
led. One tip that I loved was from Paul Coates. 
He told how he helped encourage team members 
to journal by using the statements, "Today I saw, 
tasted, felt, heard," etc. We grabbed onto that idea 
right away! What a great way to get people 
started on journaling! 

PED 

A little book, Living for the Long Haul by 
Steve Moore, was introduced as a possible 
resource. We ended up purchasing a copy for 
each team member ($5.00 each at www.kbm.org). 
After our trip each person told how that little book 
had helped them, more than anything else, to 
process their mission experience. 

Another resource that we loved was a CD 
prepared by Heath Koth that is full of forms, 
articles, sample support letters, and lists. We 
added our own materials and made a copy for 
every team member. Everything they needed was 
right at their fingertips! 

With the support of Global Partners and the 
GO Equipped training, there is really no reason 
for your church not to take short-term mission 
trips! You'll be glad you did! 

Lisa Best Holbrook, a licensed professional 
counselor from Colfax, North Carolina, and her, 
husband, David,founded and direct Caroline 's 
Promise, a Christian non-profit that promotes 
adoption and supports orphans around the 
world (www.carolinespromise4u.org). David 

and Lisa have three children and attend Shady Grove Wesleyan 
Church. 

GmQUIPPeo - - - -== = 
"GO Equipped training prepared us to 
minister to a mother in her time of grief." 

- RobertG.Jackson 

It is hard to describe all the ways that GO 
Equipped training helped us at Salem Wesleyan in 
our preparation of short-term mission teams. 
Learning how others had dealt with situations gave 
us courage to face our own challenges. Experienced 
leaders helped us understand complex issues and 
poured into us their passion for reaching the lost. 

The session on culture shock, led by Dr. Mike 
Fullingim, gave us insights into how to train and 



help short-term missionaries handle this part of their 
trip. He advised us to help team members process 
experiences in a positive way that would avoid anyone 
from shutting down because they were overwhelmed. 
We were instructed to watch each other for signs that 
someone was not adjusting well. 

Those words of wisdom came in handy on our 
next mission trip to Guatemala. On our first day we 
visited the pediatric ward of a local public hospital. As 
we arrived we were met by heart-wrenching sounds of 
wailing. A mother had just lost her baby. We quietly 
inquired if there was anything we could do, but were 
told there was nothing. 

Wanting to share the love of Jesus in a tangible 
way, we entered the wards to distribute food and drink 
to mothers who had come from distant villages with 
their children. We played briefly with the children and 
prayed for the ones who seemed to need it most. 

We noticed a blanket in the hall. The nurse told us 
it was covering the deceased baby. We asked what 
would happen to the body. We were told that the 
mother would have to carry the child on her lap on the 
long bus trip back to their village on the Guatemala
Belize border. Feeling compassion for this grief
stricken family, our team asked if we could arrange for 
the family to travel in private transportation. Tears of 
gratitude filled the mother's eyes when she understood 
our offer. We sent them off with our prayers and love. 

The experience affected each team member in a 
different way. Thanks to the specific training we 
received through GO Equipped, we were able to sit 
down together and process all that had happened
listening, comforting, praising God, and helping each 
other to heal. 

When you serve others in different cultural 
surroundings, you experience the awesome raw power 
of God working through you and around you. But you 
need to be prepared-spiritually, emotionally, and 
intellectually. That is what the GO Equipped sessions 
help to do. If your church is sending out short-term 
teams in the future, take advantage of GO Equipped 
training. You will be glad you did. 

Robert Jackson is a member of Salem Wesleyan 
Church in Salem, Virginia, where he serves as the 
missions pastor. He also serves on the Shenandoah 
District mission board and works with the local 
Salvation Army shelter for homeless men and 
battered women and children. He is inspired by his 

wife, Jerri, as they serve together in the mission.field. They hope to 
include their son Dylan on their Guatemala trip in 2006. 

For more information on GO Equipped training 
sessions, contact Heath Koth at 

kothh@wesleyan.org or visit the GO Equipped 
web site at www.goequipped.com. 

UEQUIPPED 
Training for Short-term 

Mission Trip Leaders 
GO Equipped is a training initiative created 

to empower and enhance the short-term mission 
trip ministry of local churches across The 
Wesleyan Church in North America. This is 
accomplished by partnering with local churches 
and districts across the denomination. Presenters 
share knowledge, experience, and resources in 
interactive training sessions. The training is 
designed to increase the effectiveness of short
term mission teams sent from the local church 
and to enhance the experience of the team 
members. 

The primary group targeted for the GO 
Equipped training is short-term mission leaders 
from Wesleyan churches. However, mission 
team members and those with a general interest 
in mission teams, including those from other 
denominations, are welcome to attend as long as 
space allows. 

The main topics covered in each session are 
intended to reflect the needs expressed by local 
church mission team leaders. Topics presented 
at a GO Equipped training event are 

• Spiritual Preparation 
• Team Building 
• Leadership Foundations 
• Cross-Cultural Ministry Principles 
• Short-Term Mission Strategies 
• Team Logistics 
• Crisis/Risk Management 
• Debriefing/Re Entry 

The next GO Equipped training will be 
held on January 13-14, 2006, in Indianapolis 
at the World Headquarters for The Wesleyan 
Church. For more information and to register 
for the event, contact Heath Koth at 
kothh@wesleyan.org or 800.707.7715. 
You can also register on-line at 
www.goequipped.com. 15 



Miscellaneous (GO-Net 2, Intern, Career) 
Personnel needed to fill in during missionaries' 
home ministries July 2006 to June 2007. Duties 
include hosting work teams, administration, and 
other duties as required . Language: English. 
Start Date: July 2006. 

Zambia 

Miscellaneous (GO-Net 2, Intern, Career) 
A work team coordinator urgently needed. 
Would be based at Zimba to manage the many 
work teams who come to the hospital, college, 
and the local church. Requires people skills, 
organizational ability, and servant's heart. 
Language: English. Start date: Immediate. 

Health Care (GO-Net 2, Intern, Career) 
Four physicians needed at the hospital on La Gonave: 
a general practitioner, a pediatrician, a surgeon, and 
an OB/GYN. Willing to serve long-term. Ideal if 
applicants can speak French/Creole, but not required. 

PAOFIC: Bougainville 
leadership Development (GO-Net 1, Intern, Career) 
Short- and long-term opportunities for individuals/ 
families, interested in training, and developing 
pastors and church leaders. 

Theological Education (GO-Net 1) 
College professors needed to provide 1-2 week 
intensive ministerial training courses at extension 
centers throughout the area. Must be able to 
relate cross-culturally and adapt teaching 
techniques to simple living conditions. Education 
Requirements: Bachelor's degree. 

TURKIC/ARABIC 
MUSLIM WORLD: Karis People 

Administration/Computers (GO-Net 2) 
An individual/family is needed to be responsible 
for the computer school. This position would 
oversee the teachers (that are already in place) 
and would require good computer knowledge, 
as well as management and people skills 

Church Ministries (Intern/Career) 
Long-term personnel is needed to assist field staff 
in ongoing areas of ministry. 



The Global 
Wesle~an Church 

High Priority Opportunities 
For a complete listing of our current opportunities, 

visit the Global Partners' Hot List at 
www.gphotlist.com or call 800.707.7715. 



How, then 
can they call 

on the one 
they have 

not believed 
in? And 
how can 

they believe 
in the one of 

whom they 
have not 

heard? And 
how can 
they hear 

without 
someone 

preaching to 
them? And 

how can 
they preach 
unless they 

are sent? 
- Romans 

10:14-15 NIV 
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0 ur family loves M & M's. It 
is amazing how quickly one 
bag disappears! The 

colorful candies are a favorite of 
my wife, Donna, a self-described 
chocoholic. When M & M 's 
introduced seasonal colors, she 
was ecstatic. Now she decorates 
with them! 

During our ten years of 
missionary service in Zambia, 
however, M & M's were scarce. 
Whenever they appeared in a care 
package someone sent, we 
devoured them slowly-each one 
was a treasured treat! 

Teaching at the Bible college 
in Zambia was a different kind of 
treat-filled with rewarding 
ministry and rich blessing. 
However, at the end of our second 
term, we clearly felt that God was 
opening new doors of ministry in 
our lives. After months of prayer 
and searching, Global Partners 
proposed placing us at Southern 
Wesleyan University as 

BY DAVE TOLAN 
"missionaries-in-residence." Our 
purpose would be "to raise up a 
new generation of missionaries." 
After much prayer and a visit to 
SWU's campus , we accepted their 
challenge. We could not wait to 
get started. 

We did take time to prayerfully 
consider a purpose statement for 
our campus ministry at SWU. 
Typically, we chose a few M & 
M's: To Motivate, Mentor, and 
Mobilize the next generation for 
missions. 

We were full of questions. 
What would we do as 
missionaries-in-residence? How 
would students respond to our 
ministry? Over the next eight 
years, our questions have been 
answered. Here's how. 

What do we do? Our role at 
Southern Wesleyan University 
includes 

• organizing and leading 
missions trips; 

• leading discipleship and 
accountability groups; 

• speaking in chapel; 
• spending lots of one-on-one 

mentoring time with students; 
• planning and organizing the 

annual campus-wide 
missions conference; 

• providing leadership for 
Student Missions Fellowship , 
a student missions group that 
meets in our home weekly; 

• teaching most of the missions 
courses as a faculty member 
of the religion division. 

We are grateful to Southern 
Wesleyan University for giving 
us so many opportunities to 
influence students' Ii ves. 

Are students responding to 
this ministry? Yes!-in amazing 
ways. Over the past eight years 
students have traveled to over 40 
countries on every continent 
except Antarctica for short-term 
mission trips. Often more than 50 
students crowd into our home on 
Tuesday nights for Student 
Missions Fellowship. More 
importantly, in the past seven 
years, over 40 SWU graduates 
have served as short-term 
missionaries for six months or 
more. Many of these are now in 

the process of becoming career 
missionaries. Our goal is that, 
by the end of 2006, fifty students 
will have completed-or be in 
the process of completing-a 
six-month to one-year 
missionary assignment. 

Our purpose statement is 
being lived out in students' lives 
today-students like Noelle 
Stephens and Matt Miller. ... 

NOELLE 
Motivate: When Noelle came 

to Southern Wesleyan University, 
missions was certainly not on her 
mind. But through Student 
Missions Fellowship meetings, 
chapel services, a mission trip, 
and the influence of her friends, 
Noelle began to consider missions. 

Mentor: Donna spent 
significant discipleship time with 
Noelle, both one-on-one and in 
small groups, mentoring and 
shaping her life to hear God's 
voice. 

Mobilize: During Noelle's 
senior year, Dr. JoAnne Lyon, 
director of World Hope 
International, spoke at Southern. I 
encouraged Noelle, a psychology 
major, to meet with her. In their 
interview JoAnne spoke about 
Cambodia and the needs of young 
girls enslaved in the wicked sex 
trafficking business. Noelle said, 
"I went back to my room and 
wept!" A year and a half later, 
NoeJJe left for Cambodia for ten 
months to help bring freedom , 
hope, and true love to these 
wounded young girls. They 
captured Noelle's heart. Today 
Noelle Stephens is pursuing a 
master 's degree in counseling at 
Wheaton College with the desire 
to return to Cambodia to "bring 
back smiles to the faces of these 
beautiful girls." 

Noelle writes, "Thanks, Dave 
and Donna, for your passionate 
ministry in my life. Without your 
investment none of this would 
have happened. You have 
encouraged me and challenged me 
to live the dreams God has for my 
life. The girls in Cambodia and I 
will be eternally grateful." 



MATT 
Mentor: When Matt came to 

Southern Wesleyan University, he 
had little interest in spiritual 
things. He just wanted to play 
basketball, get his business 
degree, and leave. But after a 
chapel service during his junior 
year, Matt gave his life to Christ. 
Several days later I asked Matt to 
join a discipleship group that I 
was leading . God used that group 
and our one-on-one discipleship 
times to produce significant 
growth in Matt's new Christian 
life. I remember the first time I 
asked Matt to pray in our group. 
He looked up at me and shook his 
head , but I whispered, "You can 
do it , Matt . Just talk to God ." 
That first prayer was short and 
halting. Today Matt prays 
powerfully and passionately. 

of the great castles in Czech , 
Matt and Emily became 
engaged. While in the Czech 
Republic , Matt felt God calling 
him to vocational ministry. 
Today Matt and Emily are 
church-planting pastors in 
Mauldin , South Carolina. They 
look forward to the role mission 
service will play in their future. 

I weep as I write these stories! 
It is such an amazing privilege to 
be under God 's appointment at 
this time and in this place. Can 
you see the picture we see? We 
believe that the missionaries-in
residence at our Wesleyan 
colleges and universities stand at 
the point where three roads 
converge. Each road represents a 
different group with significant 
gifts to offer while at the same 

their training . The third road 
represents Global Partners and 
the gifts of missions experience 
and ministry opportunities they 
offer. But Global Partners needs 
students and others who will 
partner with them to complete the 
mission God has given us. All 
three groups need each other. In 
fact, they are invalid alone. We 
stand with others at a place 
where we can introduce each 
group to the others to help them 
move into meaningful 
relationships and partnerships 
where all are blessed and the 
kingdom of God is advanced. 

Donna and I are filled with 
gratitude to the Lord , Global 
Partners, Southern Wesleyan 
University, and students for 
providing us open doors for 
ministry. But most of all, we 

It is such an amazing privilege to be under God's 
appointment at this time and in this place. 

Motivate: Matt began 
attending Student Missions 
Fellowship , showing an interest 
in missions. He also became 
interested in a young woman 
named Emily Rampey, whom 
Donna was mentoring and who 
had a big heart for missions. 

Mobilize: After Matt and 
Emily graduated, they were both 
appointed to one-year GO-Net 
mission assignments: Matt went 
to the Czech Republic to work 
with sports ministries, and Emily 
went to Germany. Several 
months later, on the steps of one 

time having its own critical 
needs. One road represents the 
college/university and the 
valuable educational resources 
and training she provides. But 
each institution needs students 
who will embrace their education 
and test their training to 
becoming passionate world 
changers. Another road 
represents students who offer the 
gifts of time , passion , and 
purpose. These gifts can be 
shaped and developed , but 
students need places where they 
can channel their passion and test 

want to thank all of you who 
pray and give so that this can 
happen . Your faithful seeds are 
multiplied into a harvest in 
Cambodia, the Czech Republic, 
Germany, and around the world. 

As much as we like M & 
M's, we think M & M & M 's are 
sweeter! · 

Dave and Donna Tolan serve as 
Global Partners ' campus 
representatives at Southern Wesleyan 
University in Central, South Carolina . 
They are the proud parents of four 
sons, all of whom play soccer. In 
December 2004 they added a 
daughter-in-law to the family. 

• '! Pray for the following people as they motivate, mentor, and mobilize 
• • students at Wesleyan colleges and universities: 

• Bethany Bible 
College - Bill and 
Marilee Peed, 
former GP 
missionaries to 

Zambia; peedw@bethany-ca.edu 

• Houghton 
College -
Missionaries 
Brian and 
Wendy Sheets, 

GP campus representatives; 
brian@globalsheets.net 

• Oklahoma Wesleyan 
University - Mike 
Fullingim, former GP 
missionary to Papua 

New Guinea and former MTI 
director; mfullingim@okwu.edu 

• Indiana 
Wesleyan 
University -
Missionaries 

Bill and Daphne Foster, 
GP campus representatives; 
bill.foster@indwes.edu 

• Southern 
Wesleyan 
University -
Missionaries Dave 

and Donna Tolan, GP campus 
representatives; 
dtolan@swu.edu 

How is it 

possible that 

you have not 

been called? 

You are 

already a 

married man 

or wife or 

child or 

daughter or 

servant or 

maid .... 

Nobody is 

without 

command 

and calling. 

... G.od's 

eyes look 

not upon 

the words, 

but on the 

obedience 

in the work. 

- Martin Luther 

19 



"I, the Lord, 

have called 

you into 

righteousness; 

I will take hold 

of your hand. 

I will keep you 

and will make 

you to bea 

covenant for 

the people 

and a light for 

the Gentiles, 

to open 

eyes that are 

blind, to free 

captives from 

prison and to 

release from 

the dungeon 

those who sit 

in darkness." 

- Isaiah 42:6- 7 

NIV 
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F rom the time I was a little girl, God filled my heart 
with a desire to reach people of other nations. 
The idea of going was never a question for me-it 

was simply when. I knew I was willing, but I also had a 
lot of questions. What would it be like to live in another 
land? To learn another language? What would that 
mean for my family? 

The summer of 1985 was a definite turning point in 
my life. I traveled to a remote village in the mountains of 
Haiti on my first mission trip. Before I left, I was worried 
about leaving my family for two weeks and wondered 
whether I would have a warm bath every day like I did in 
chilly Michigan. How foolish of me! My days were so 
filled with activity and experiences that I barely had time 
to think about my loved ones back home. It was so hot 
that daily baths in the nearby river were so refreshing I did 
not even think about warm water! When it was time to 
leave, my heart broke. I was ready to bring my family to 
live there right away. But that was not God's plan. When 
I poured out my heart to the Lord, He simply said, "Be 
still and know that I am God." That settled it for me. 
Although I did not understand it, I trusted His voice. 

As years passed by I could not help but feel that 
my desires would not be fulfilled . I did not expect God 
to call us to missions at that stage of our lives, but God 
has a wonderful sense of timing and He did exactly that. 
At age 49, God called my husband and me into full
time mission service. We had no idea what that meant 
or how He could use two ordinary people who were not 
preachers, doctors or nurses, or Bible scholars. He, of 
course, had a special job for us and placed us in Russia 
as field directors. 

I had always imagined that when God called us it 
would be to some exotic, warm climate with palm trees 
and wild animals. The pictures of Russians freezing 
with the ground under several feet of snow became a 
reality. But in much the same way that God had met 
my anxieties about Haiti, He filled my heart with such a 
love for our new home that the weather and my cold 
feet became insignificant. It soon became obvious that 

by Barb Dawson 

all the skills we had learned throughout our lives were 
exactly the ones needed to fulfill the task we had been 
given. I learned so much during those years about 
servitude and completely relying on the Lord for even 
the smallest things. We saw God take the direst of 
circumstances and use them for His good. 

And then the unimaginable happened. The Lord 
called my husband home. My heart was broken at the 
loss of my soul mate. How could I possibly go on 
without him? The Lord wrapped His arms around me 
and comforted me in ways I had never known before. 
I learned very soon what it really meant when I sang, 
"Where He leads me I will follow." Much to my 
amazement, the Lord called me to go on with Him
this time to Croatia. What was He thinking? How 
could He use me, broken and hurting, to minister to 
others? Once again, it was not long before I realized 
that was exactly a part of His plan. This time He 
brought me to the land of warmth and palm trees
minus the wild animals. 

The very first Bible study I taught involved a 
number of widows who had faced life experiences very 
similar to my own; however, they did not know the Lord 
and were looking for strength to face life alone. One of 
those women soon accepted the Lord. It was exciting to 
watch Him change her-just as He was changing me. 

Teaching English as a second language, mentoring 
young people, leading various ministries, meeting with 
people and sharing God 's love with them, and helping 
to establish a church became part of my daily life. My 
days were filled with challenges and people that have 
affected me deeply and transformed me in ways that 
can only be explained as works from God's hand. 
Relationships with the people of Croatia and my own 
team sustained me and helped me through times of 
missing family and friends in America. 

One friend in particular stole my heart. She speaks no 
English, so my Croatian language skills were constantly 
challenged. We spent much time together and when it was 
discovered that she had cancer, we prayed and trusted that 



God would heal her. After chemotherapy, loss of all of 
her hair, and fervent prayer from all of our church 
members, she was declared free of cancer. Not too long 
ago spots were found on her lungs, and, after another 
round of chemotherapy, they have been greatly reduced. 
We may not know for certain what her earthly life may 
hold, but a few weeks ago she committed her life to the 
Lord so we know she will live forever with Him. 

After six wonderlul years in Croatia, the Lord told 
me it was time to return to America and to my family. 

and heart and offer it all to Him. 
• God has taught me that when He gives me a 

job to do, He will faithfully provide everything 
I need to do it. 

• God has shown me that no sacrifice is really a 
sacrifice when I consider all that He has done 
for me. 

I cannot imagine what my life would be like if I 
had not answered the calls to "go." The joy and 
fullness God has given has enriched me beyond 

We had no idea how God could use two ordinary people who were 
not preachers, doctors or nurses, or Bible scholars. It soon became 
obvious that all the skills we had learned throughout our lives were 
exactly the ones needed to fulfill the task we had been given. 

He has taught me so much and used me in ways that 
even now I have a hard time believing. These are just 
some of the many spiritual lessons I have learned. 

• God has taught me to value every day of my 
life and the people He places in my path. 

• God has taught me to look for the good in all 
circumstances and to remember always that He 
loves those around me and desires a relationship 
with them just as much as He loves me. 

• God has shown me that nothing is too difficult for 
Him and taught me to trust Him beyond reason. 

• God has taught me not to try to hold onto 
people or things but instead to open my hands 

measure. Even now as I sit comfortably back in my 
home city enjoying my children and grandchildren, 
renewing and making new friendships, if the Lord would 
call me to go, once more my first question would not be 
why but when? 

' Barb Dawson lives in Spring Lake, Michigan, 
near her three children and five grandchildren. 
Barb served with her husband, Ron, in Russia 
for three years and, after his death, returned as 
a Global Partners' missionary to Croatia for 
six years. 

How, then 

can they call 

on the one 

they have 

not believed 

in? And 

how can 

they believe 

in the one of 

whom they 

have not 

heard? And 

how can 

they hear 

without 

someone 

preaching to 

them? And 

how can 

they preach 

unless they 

are sent? 

- Romans 
10: 14-15 NIV 

OVERCOMING OBSTACLES OVERCOMING OBSTACLES OVERCOMING OBSTACLES OVERCOMING OBSTA 

"But, Lord, What About the Kids?" by Dan and Joy Irvine 

As we began to hear God's voice regarding the future 
direction of ministry, one of our greatest concerns was 

how our three children remaining at home would react to 
the news that everything familiar to them was about to 
change. One evening we called a family meeting to talk 
about future plans with our daughters, ages 17, 14, and 
12. As we talked with them, their immediate response 
was tearful. They realized their familiar world was about to 
be disrupted. They had become closely attached to their 
school and community, but even more to our loving church 
family. As the tears flowed we assured them that we 
expected God to call them as clearly as He had called us. 
We agreed we would not leave if any one of them felt like 
she could not make the necessary adjustments. 
Immediately, they responded as a unit that we must follow 
God's leading. They said, "Your call is our call, too." Over 
the last few months we have watched in amazement as 
each daughter has received a personal assurance of God's 
direction and comfort. 

We enjoy reading the Haitian Creole Bible together as a 
family, along with memorizing Psalm 23. Our daughters 
have set a worthy, but lofty goal that by the end of this 
school year most family conversations will be in Creole! 

We do not believe that God will ever ask us to sacrifice 
our children's well-being in order to answer the call He has 

placed on our lives. We have been reassured by specific 
reminders that God is doing the same kind of preparation 
work in the hearts of our children that He is doing in ours. 

Our ninth grader, perhaps the least adventuresome of 
our children, was asked during her first week of school to 
write a letter which included her future plans. She wrote, 
"My plans are very different from any other ninth grader I 
know ... because of a job my father recently accepted. 
We will be moving to Haiti. It's going to be a huge 
adjustment, but I'm very excited. My future is unclear but 
that is all right with me .... " 

We know there will be days of uncertainty and feelings 
of loss as our daughters say goodbye to family and 
friends, but we are confident that the God who began a 
good work in [them] will be faithful to complete it in [them] . 

- Dan and Joy Irvine, along with their 
three daughters, have been appointed 

as Global Partners' missionaries to 
Haiti. They have lived in northwestern 

Pennsylvania for ten years. During that 
time Dan served as administrator and 

later as senior pastor of Sandy Lake 
Wesleyan Church. The lrvines also 

have two sons in college and a married daughter. 
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The Mobilization Team at 
Global Partners is ready to help 
you get from here to there. 

HERE'S HOW ... 
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GO BACK 1. 

Appointment 
letter lost in the 

mail. 

App/icar· , ion 
iost in th Packet 

e rna;/ 
Go BACK . 

2. 

GO FORWARD 2. 

Receive application 
materials. 



GO FORWARD 3. 

Go through 
approval process. 

'ARD 1. 

lg church 
5' Faith 
1PPort. 

IARD 3. 

pport. 

Car breaks 
down on 

fund-raising 
trip. 

GO BACK 1. 

Interview with 
a member 

of the 
Mobilization 

Team. 



AFRICA: Lindsay Cameron, 
impacting neighboring countries. 
They recently welcomed the new 

~~~-:m;;;i,;;~~;;;;J;~~jt!D.~~rs;~-~----i Wesleyan ·. Church of 

GP Area D"ector 

Mozambique: A third JESUS film 
team is now in place thanks to the 
partnership of Bonita Wesleyan 
Church in California. Teams are 
now stationed in the southern 
provinces of Maputo and Gaza, the 
central province of Sofala, and the 
northern provinces of Zambezia and 
Nampula. National Superintendent 
Graca Nhatelo reports that 17 new 
Wesleyan churches have been 
started this past year through the 
JESUS Film Partnership. 

Large crowds of 9,000 or more 
are coming to view the JESUS film 
in the northern provinces. Rev. 
Raul Dioli, manager of the 
Zambezia team, reports that these 
culturally Muslim villages are 
hungry to hear the gospel. Pastor 
Abel Nove leads the developing 
work to the north of Zambezia, 
approaching the border with 
Tanzania. 

Zambia - "the real Africa": 
The national slogan of 
Zambia as "the real 
Africa" is often 
repeated by Pilgrim 
Wesleyans. It 
is true that 
Zambian 
Wesleyans, 
located in the 
heart of Africa, 
have huge 
potential for 

the 
Democratic 

1..--'..ll Republic of 
Congo, 
which has 
since 
separated 

as its own national conference. 
The Zambian Church has 

developed new work in Malawi 
under the leadership of Rev. 
Feliciano Chilizani. In August 2005 
the Zambian national board was 
contacted by a group in Dar es 
Salaam who desire to start a 
Wesleyan church in Tanzania. Pray 
for the Zambian leadership under 
the direction of National 
Superintendent Sitali Kakungu as 
they seek to respond to the need in 
surrounding countries. 

World Hope International 
partners with the Zambian 
Wesleyan Church in combating 
AIDS. WHIZ (World Hope 
International in Zambia) is 
establishing an extensive network 
of Orphan Trusts. These trusts 

empower local communities to 
care for their own orphans 
through the establishment of a 
cooperative enterprise. 

Southern Africa: The Tsakane 
Wesleyan Church has a long 
history of ministry in the Brakpan 
area of South Africa. Recent 
difficu lties resulted in a nearly 
empty hall and parsonage. Pastor 
Navy Samboko (from Zambia) and 
his wife, Zodwa (from Swaziland), 
were recruited to assist in 
rebuilding the fellowship. Navy and 
Zodwa bring strong leadership and 
musical gifts to the task. Despite 
the recent loss of their second son, 
the Sambokos have moved into the 
parsonage at Tsakane, and rejoice 
in the growing response to their 
ministry. Recent attendance 
reached 35. Pray for the Tsakane 
church replant. Financial 
partnerships are needed. Support 
funds may be sent to Global 
Partners (WM06-1172). 

Cameroon: As reported in the 
last edition of Wesleyan World, 
Rev. David and Cecile Kajila 
have started the first 
Wesleyan church in 
Yaounde, the capital city of 
Cameroon. The growth of 
this small house group has 
been impressive 

May 22: 4 people 
attended the first service; 

July 17: 20 people 
attended including 12 new 
converts; 

September 5: 35 people 
attending, overflowing out of 
the house. 
Pray for David and Cecile as 

they struggle against 
governmental red tape to 

receive their work 
permits. If God asks 
you to partner with 
this new work, you 
may contribute to 
Cameroon's National 
Ministry Shares 

(WM05-0207) or through special 
projects for Cameroon listed on the 
Global Partners web site at 
www.praygivego.com. 

ASIA: Paul Turner, 

GP Area D"ector 

East India: A new regional office 
was opened and equipped; and 
missionary work by the nationals is 
making new advances with a 
district residence under 
construction. New contacts have 
been made among a couple of 
people groups. The regional 
superintendent is looking positively 
to the future for the growth of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Church of East 
India. Pray for the regional 
superintendent and his wife as they 

lead their districts and 

The Kajila Jamil 

Nepal: Pray for a Wesleyan pastor 
who recently completed his M. Div. 
degree. Political and social 
problems exist with tough times for 
everyone in Nepal. However, this 
pastor is preparing materials for a 
second JESUS film team to begin 
training for ministry in rural areas. 
Pray for all believers who pay a 
great price to be known as 
Christians. 



EUROPE: Dennis Wnght, 

GP Area D1rector 

Albania: Thank God for the 
Global Partners' team of 
missionary families and volunteers 
that God is raising up to reach the 
people of Albania for Christ. Pray 
for progress in language learning, 
for spiritual and physical 
protection, for building solid, 
caring relationships between 
ministry team members and local 
people, for specific direction for 
future ministry, and for Albanians 
of all ages to respond to the 
message of the gospel and 
become strong disciples. 

Missionary Ken Bishop was 
able to travel to three villages to 
show the JESUS film to 
approximately 150 people. The 
team traveled to one city by foot, 
carrying film equipment on a 
horse over a road built by the 
Romans about 2000 years ago. 
The mayor accepted Christ, 
stating, "I realize what I was 
missing-that was a personal 
relationship with Christ." After 
viewing the film , another villager 
commented , "I have heard about 
Jesus before, but I did not realize 
what He did for us." Pray for 
follow-up with those who are 

seeking Christ. 
(National Ministry 
Shares for 

Albania -
WM05-
0155) 

Jovisic was 
licensed as 

through World Hope. His wife, 
Sandra, is a preschool teacher who 
helps missionaries with language 
and culture learning. Zdenko and 
Sandra have returned to their 
homeland after spending several 
years as tentmaker missionaries in 
Bosnia. (National Ministry Shares 
for Croatia - WM05-0167) 

EuroAdventure 2005: July 23-
August 4, 2005, marked one of 
the biggest events in the life of 

The Wesleyan Church in Croatia 
as they hosted EuroAdventure, a 
biannual Wesleyan conference for 
youth adults throughout Europe. 
Approximately 85 participants 
from Europe and North America 
taught English , coached sports, 
led worship, and much more! 
Each day around 60 Croatian 
young people attended various 
classes and electives. Evening 
evangelistic services with Global 
Partners ' evangelist Rev. Luis 
Martinez and international cafes 
provided opportunities to follow
up on contacts made during the 
morning activities. Pray that the 
35 people who accepted Christ 
will continue to grow in their walk 
with Him . Pray that all those who 
participated will not forget the 
lessons of faith God taught them 
during EuroAdventure 2005! 

the first Sweden: Pray for Bengt and 
Wesleyan Lavon Korswing , along with their 
national daughters, Elisabeth and Maria, 

pastor in Croatia during the as they make plans to plant a 
European Area Missionary Wesleyan church in Sweden. 
Conference held September ....,.....,,,.........._ __ ~.......,...., 
15-21 , 2005, in Velden, 
Austria. God has given 
Zdenko a vision for the 
Croatian Wesleyan Church 
to be a missions-minded 
sending Church. Zdenko 
will serve as assistant 
pastor at Ziva Nada and 
also teach computers 

Pray that they will 
have wisdom as they 
consider outreach 
through Bible studies, 
Sunday school, and 
other activities. 
National Ministry 
Shares for Sweden may be sent to 
Global Partners to help establish 
the work. (WM05-0211) 

LATIN AMERICA: 
Rick West, GP Area D1rector 

The 2nd Latin American 
Youth Convention: Excitement 

480 homes are under 
construction . Thank God for His 
blessing on the leadership 
seminar given last August by Paul 
James and attended by 25 
pastors and laymen. Ask God to 
help them implement what they 
have learned. (National Ministry 
Shares for Ecuador - WM05-0203) 

filled the mountain air on the El Salvador: Pastor Giovanni 
evening of July 14, 2005. The Lopez of The Great Family 
sights, sounds, and smells of ~=,.---------, Wesleyan 
flaring fireworks, luminaries, and Church shares 
the lights and roars of seven his vision : 
Harley Davidson motorcycles "The Christian 
making their way through the Community 
middle of the open air tabernacle 'The Great 
were all part of the opening of Family' will be 
the 2nd Latin American Youth Pastor Giova11ni two years old 
Conference. There were cheers , Lopez in December, 
whistles, Latino music , and and since its foundation we have 
praises to God for allowing over seen how the hand of our God 
200 to come together to worship has sustained us. We have a 
the Lord in San Jose, Costa Rica. solid congregation which 
The Last Battle, the Battle for continues to grow." The church 
Integrity and Holy Living was the is currently hosting a huge 
theme. Puerto Rico, with 45 soccer tournament, "The King 's 
people , was the largest Cup ." Its purpose is to bring 
delegation outside of Costa Rica. people to the feet of Jesus 
Many young people received help through sports. Pastor Lopez 
from the Lord and left with a asks for prayer that at least 20 
renewed vision to win youth for percent of the people who 
Christ. Pastor Samuel Ortega participate over this four months' 
from the Dominican Republic, time (approximately 120 men 
director of the Latin America plus their families) will receive 
Wesleyan Youth Movement, and Christ and be baptized. A second 
Dr. Jim Dunn, director of Spiritual worship service is being planned 
Formation, from Indianapolis, to accommodate the anticipated 
were the key speakers. increase. Pray for coffee groups 

who meet in homes to present 
Ecuador: Pray for Pastor Hugo Christ to a specific group of 
Correa, along with his wife, Elena, people. Pray that God will 
of the Cuenca churr-ch_._w_h_o_ha_s_---'------:~--, provide funds 
been appointed needed to rent 
ministry space needed for 
coordinator of expansion. 
the work in (National Ministry 
Ecuador. Pray Shares - WM05-
for Pastor 0204) 
Geovanni and 
Christine 
Saltos as they 
plant a church in Racar where 

continued 



Guatemala: Thank God for over 
200 new believers who came to 
Christ during evangelistic crusades 
in San Pedro last August. 

INSIDE 
GLOBAL PARTNERS 

Walter's life-these 
included some from 
Papua New Guinea, 
Australia, and the U.S.A. 
. . . Son Phil and 5 
grandsons carried his 
body from the church 
through a guard of 
honour formed by 
pastors of The Wesleyan 
Church . ... Praise God 
with us for a life lived 

the full in service of Him. 

New Zealand: A new daycare 
facility has been constructed and 
officially opened on the property of 
the Papakura Wesleyan Methodist 
Church. Funding for this project 
was assisted by a large 
government grant because the 
church is located in a needy 
socioeconomic area and two 
church members are qualified in 
early childhood education. This is 
the first of a number of community 
ministries planned by the Papakura 

CONTINUED 

church as a means to reach out in 
tangible ways with the love of 
Christ. The Papakura congregation 
was started in 2000 by Rev. Edgar 
and Judy Hornblow. 

Indonesia: Over the last several 
years more than 150 churches 
have been destroyed or closed in 
Jakarta and throughout the island 
of Java. In the last two months 60 
churches have been closed down, 
mainly in West Java. Islamic 
radicals, accompanied by 
government officials and police, 
have sometimes interrupted church 
services, demanding congregations 
to leave and no longer use the 
premises for church gatherings. 
Their basis for these actions is a 
government regulation requiring all 
religious groups to have official 
government permits for properties 
and meetings. But it has been 
nearly impossible for Christian 
congregations to obtain these 
permits due to resistance from the 

Islamic community. A Wesleyan 
pastor was recently visited by one 
of these radical groups who 
demanded that the congregation 
no longer use music and singing 
in their services, claiming it 
bothered the neighbors. Prayer is 
requested for Christians to 
remain strong and faithful in their 
witness throughout Indonesia. 

TURKIC/ARABIC WORLD: 
Mick, GP Area Director 

The Karis People: The Church 
has begun its second stage of 
development. Pray for leaders to 
be raised up. A second marriage 
conference held recently, 
organized and led by local 
believers, was a success. Pray 
for upcoming elections and 
accompanying threats of 
violence. Pray for protection of 
those involved in outreach to 
surrounding villages. 

The Nune People: The 
government is expelling 
missionaries and has begun to 
crack down on freedoms. Pray 
that God will provide creative 
access for the Global Partners' 
team to enter the country. God is 

Pray for all those whose lives 
have been devastated by recent 
mudslides and flooding caused by 
Hurricane Stan. About 75 per cent 
of San Juan and 75 per cent of 
San Marcos are gone. The church 
in San Juan is still standing but 
Pastor Lucas' house is gone. Safe 
drinking water, food, dry clothing , 
and medicine are desperately 
needed. Relief funds for 
Guatemala may be sent through 
World Hope International. Pastor 
Lucas lost his ten-year-old son in a 
bicycle accident in August. Pray 
that God will sustain this family 
through this time of multiple 
tragedies. 

,--1-----------__JL_ __________ _._, raising up team members, 

PACIFIC: Jeff Fussner, 

GP Area Director 

Australia: Pioneer missionary 
from the Australian Wesleyan 
Methodist Church to Papua New 
Guinea, Rev. Walter Hotchkin, 
passed on to be with the Lord on 
September 24, 2005. In writing 
about the funeral, his wife, 
Dorothy, said: 

The funeral service was one of 
commemoration, celebrating a 
life lived for God. Many who 
knew Walter in his later years 
only knew him in his 
wheelchair. They were 
surprised to see him in the 
pictorial presentation as an 
active person. There were 
many tributes giving thanks for 
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Edgar Hornblow a11d Jeff Fuss11er at the 
Papakura Early Childhood Ce11ter 

along with support churches, to 
focus on this people group. 
Praise God! 

The Fotizo People: Doors are 
open as never before with this 
people group. It is evident that 
we are joining God in this 
endeavor to see these people 
reached with the gospel. New 
freedoms wi ll enable our team 
to use creative strategies to 
reach this nation. Pray for the 
team as they raise their 
support. 

The WaHa People: Pray as we 
partner together with other 
ministries in this tough area. 
Pray that creative platforms will 
enable us to enter and know how 
to engage local people. This is 
one of the last of the giants that 
the Church faces in finishing the 
Great Commission. 



Can Short-Term Volunteers 

Build the 

Global 
Church? COil/. 

our back on the Great Commission for the 
sake of "saving a buck." Global Partners 
provides materials and sermons that will 
help congregations have opportunities to 
respond to God's call to go. 

• Global Partners celebrates the well
documented fact that many of our career 
missionaries first sensed God's call to 
career missions during or following a 
short-term experience. Pray that God 
will continue to use this means to build 
our team of career missionaries around 
the world. 

• In addition to sending short-term 
volunteers, how about highlighting the 
work of long-term missionaries and 
helping your congregation understand and 
embrace the hard work of committed 
missionaries? Global Partners can 
provide resources to help promote the 
work that is being done through Wesleyan 
missionaries. 

• Someone once said that "the congregation 
never rises higher than the pulpit." If this 
is true, then the pastor is key to the 
success and direction of your local 
mission program. We at Global Partners 
believe all pastors should travel overseas 
and participate in a short-term mission 
trip. It will change them and bring fresh 
new focus to their ministry and your 
mission program. 

• When you "ask the Lord of the harvest ... 
to send out workers into his harvest 
field," pray that God will call men and 
women of all ages from your local church 
to be long-term ambassadors for Christ 
all over the world. As they respond, God 
will use them to be part of raising up His 
Church "from every nation, tribe, people 
and language" that will one day worship 
the Lord of Lords around His throne. 

A lot more could be said. This editorial 
definitely calls us to think and ask some 
tough questions. We would love to explore 
ways that we can work together to 
maximize the impact of your short-term 
mission program. For more information 
contact us at 800.707.7715 or on the web at 
www.praygivego.com. 

··central Asia? .. you might ask. 
.. Why on earth would you go to Central Asia? .. 

H ere are four reasons why I am going back. During my first visit . .. 
... I met a man who was in his forties. A wealthy man, he had taken 

early retirement from his bank job. He spends his time traveling from town 
to town visiting friends. He does not stay in one place longer than a week 
before he feels like moving on. One day, as we talked, I asked him why he 
traveled so much. He replied, "I have no purpose in my life. My life is 
boring and empty." 

. .. I met a lady whose son had died in an accident about ten years 
ago. She still grieves deeply for her little boy and wishes she herself were 
dead. When I asked, through an interpreter, how she receives comfort for 
her grief, she looked at me blankly. Tears filled her eyes. She finally 
answered, "I read the Qur-an and I pray to Allah, but I still feel sad. There 
is no comfort for me there. There is no help for me 
anywhere." 

.. . I met a baby in an orphanage full of babies. 
When I walked into the room, 25 pairs of lonely, desperate 
eyes looked back at me. I walked over to one little girl and 
reached for her. She did not reach back. She did not know 
what it meant for me to reach out my arms to her. No one 
ever reaches for her. I picked her up and squeezer her in a 
tight hug. I felt her little body relax as she laid her head on 
my shoulder. Too soon, I had to leave. I placed the 
solemn-faced girl back in her crib. She quietly watched me go . 

God is 
there 

waiting 
for me. 

. . . I met a woman who had watched the li ves of two tentmakers in 
her town. She saw their joy and admired their love in action. She noticed 
that they had time for her when she needed them. I shared with her my 
testimony of God's care for me. During a Bible study, this Muslim woman 
gave her heart and soul to Jesus! 

Do you see why I have to go? My heart is already there. God is there 
waiting for me. 

Hey-why don 't you come with me? Grab your passport! Let's go! 
Central Asia needs people who can tutor English, people who can hold 

babies, people who can teach Bible courses, and people who can teach in 
universities. Central Asia needs people who can li sten and people who can 
be a friend. Do you qualify? 

This Global Partners' missionary now lives, works, and represents Jesus in 
Central Asia. 
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Missionaries to Albania 
Matt and Caryl Aukerman (WM04-0299l 

mattcaryl@wmconnect.com 
During Matt and Caryl 

Aukerman 's 11 years at 
Plymouth Wesleyan Church, 
they were involved in several 

lay ministries. From 1997-1998 they served 
with Global Partners as GO-Net volunteer 
missionaries in Russia where they led small 
group Bible studies and helped in the 
beginning stages of a church plant. It was 
during this time that they felt God's presence 
in a special way and sensed He was calling 
them to missionary service. 

In June 2004 Matt and Caryl were 
appointed to serve as career missionaries in 
Albania. They desire to see God work in the 
lives of Albanians through their own lives as 
they share Christ with new friends, disciple 
new believers to live for Him, and contribute 
to the establishment of The Wesleyan Church 
in Albania. 

Missionaries to bermanij 
Greg and Shannon Rast (WM04-0260l 

rasts@urbancall.org 
An intense spiritual warfare is 

taking place in the cities of 
Western Europe. In Germany less 
than I 0% of the population attend 
church regularly, and that number 

is declining. Whole portions of the country, 
though superficially "Christian" have never really 
been evangelized! The Rasts' passion is to see 
new churches building rock solid believers who 
are able to thrive in this difficult climate. 

After serving two years with Global Partners 
as intern missionaries to Great Britain, Greg and 
Shannon have been assigned as career 
missionaries to Germany. 

Missionaries to the Czech Republic 
Scott and Rachel McNett (WM04-0294l 

pastorscott@mcnetts.com 
Scott and Rachel McNett 

have been appointed to serve 
as Global Partners' career 
missionaries to the Czech 
Republic. Scott has had the 
privilege to go on three 

short-term mission trips to the Czech Republic. 
Rachel has served as a GO-Net volunteer 
missionary in Russia. 

Join the financial support team of 
these missionaries to help them 

get to the field. Call 800.707.7715 
or pledge on-line at 

www.PrayGiveGo.com. 

Scott was the youth leader at New 
Beginnings (formerly Wayne Wesleyan 
Church) in Michigan, and since 1999 he has 
been the assistant pastor working with youth 
and young adults. Rachel assists Scott in his 
ministry especially focusing on mentoring the 
young women. 

Scott and Rachel desire to learn the Czech 
language and culture so they can build strong 
relationship with the Czech people. Through 
these relationships they want to share the love 
of Christ and to help them see their need for 
Jesus in their lives. 

Missionaries to bUatemala. Honduras. and ~icara~ua 
Jim and Julie Eckhardt (WM04- 0212) 

jeckhardt@ten20window.org 
After serving six 

years in the pastorate, 
Jim and Julie Eckhardt 
were appointed in 

November 1995 to serve as missionaries to 
Colombia. They have served three years in 
Colombia and two years in Costa Rica. Jim is 
currently serving as the director of Global 
Partners' Region Two in Latin America 
(Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua). He is 
also the assistant director of theological 
education in Latin America. 

Upon completion of home ministries, the 
Eckhardts will be living in Nicaragua to work 
alongside the national Church and to assist with 
administrative responsibilities in the region. 

tenderly asks us to put our whole heart and 
soul into the work of mission. God is still 
interested in transforming obstinate, irritable, 
depressive peevish Jonahs into heralds of the 
Good News which brings freedom. 

The New Testament church must pay 
close heed to the message of Jonah's book. 
Jesus Christ is "One greater than Jonah" 
(Matt. 12:39-41; Lk. 11:29-32). His death on 
the cross with its awful cry of God
forsakenness and His resurrection with its 
jubilant shout of victory are signs of Jonah for 
us, pointing to the profound meaning of His 
whole life and clearly attesting that God loved 
the whole world so much. If a person draws 
his lifeblood from the One greater than Jonah 
and yet declines to spread the Good News 
among others, he in effect is sabotaging the 
aims of God himself. Jonah is father to all 

those Christians who desire the benefits and 
blessings of election but refuse its 

Missionar~ to Haiti 
Debbie Mitchell (WM04-0066) 

dmitchhaiti@starband.net 
From an early age Debbie sensed 

;.,,: God's call to missionary service. The 
) Lord began to reveal to her His Jove for 

all peoples, and He opened her eyes to their 
needs through a short visit she made to Haiti. 
Debbie began to think about how the Lord 
might use her. 

God opened a door of ministry in Nepal, 
and in 1988 Debbie left for her first term of 
missionary service. After three terms in Nepal, 
God led her in a new direction-to Haiti. 
During her first term in Haiti, she served in 
mission/hospital administration and finance for 
over three years. 

It is Debbie's desire to continue to use the 
administrative gift God has given her and to 
reflect God's love in her daily life. 

Missionaries to the Czech Republic 
Roger and Susan Shanks (WM04-029Sl 

roger_susan_shanks@hotmail.com 
Roger and Susan Shanks 

served with Global Partners as 
GO-Net volunteer missionaries in 
the Czech Republic from January 

2002-February 2004. During this time Roger 
served as the work team coordinator and did 
maintenance and construction work. Susan 
was the work team hostess and also served as 
an office worker, English teacher, and discipler. 
In March 2004 they were appointed to serve as 
career missionaries in the Czech Republic. 

Roger had always felt a need to be serving 
others, and Susan had always had a heart for 
missions. In 1985 they had the opportunity to 
go on a short-term mission trip to Puerto Rico. 
Fifteen years later their skills were needed in 
the Czech Republic, and they knew that God 
wanted them to serve Him there. 

responsibility. Thomas Carlisle's poem ''You 
Jonah" closes with these lines: 

And Jonah stalked 
to his shaded seat 
and waited for God 
to come around 
to his way of thinking. 
And God is still waiting for a host of Jonahs 
in their comfortable houses 
to come around 
to his way of loving. 

Johannes Verkuyl was a fonner professor and the head of 
the Departme/11 of Missiology a!ld Evangelism at the Free 
University of Amsterdam. He authored of over 250 books 
a!ld articles. In 1940 he went to Indonesia as a missionary 
and spent three years in a Japanese concentration camp. 
On January 27, 2001, he passed away at the age of93. 
This article is excerpted from Contemporary Missiology: 
An Introduction(© 1978 Wm B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Ml.) Used by pemzission of the publisher. 



AFRICA 
Cameron, Rev. Lindsay/Rosalea 

See Area Director 
Cox, Rev. Rick /Eunice 

PO Box 50434 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 

Manwaring, Mr. Jerry/Jody 
PostNET Suite #239 
Private Bag X20009 
Garsfontein, 0042 
Republic of South Africa 

ALBANIA 
Aukerman, Mr. MatVCaryl 

PO Box 455 
Plymouth, IN 46563 

Bishop, Mr. Ken/Dawn 
AEP Box 41 
Kutia Postare 119 
nrana 
Albania 

Coulter, Rev. Eric/Amber 
1733 Abbertpm Way 
Apartment 2B 
High Point, NC 27260 

Helvie, Rev. Mike/Cindy 
K.P. 119-AEP 
Box 41 , Wesleyan Church 
nrana, Albania 
Europe 

AREA DIRECTORS 
Gameron, Rev. Lindsay/ Dr. Rosalea (Africa) 

PO Box 476 
Deception Bay OLD 4508 
Australia 

Fussner, Dr. Jeff/Beth (Pacific) 
15 Cromdale Avenue 
Howick 1705 
New Zealand 

Turner, Dr. PauVJanet (Asia) 
2135-1 Kita Hassaku-Cho 
Midori-Ku, Yokohama-Shi 
Kanagawa-Ken, Japan 226-0021 

West, Rev. Rick/Clara (Latin America) 
PO Box 25707 
Tamarac, FL 33320 

Wright, Rev. Dennis/Lois (Europe) 
Gruennergasse 2 
2000 Stockerau 
Austria 

AUSTRALIA 
House, Ms. Melinda 

PO Box 125 
Glenroy, VIC 3046 
Australia 

BOSNIA 
Major, Mr. Frank/Susan 

2154 Hartman Ct. 
Galedonia, Ml 49316 

Nettleton, Rev. Trent/Nikki 
Goricka Cesta 22 
80101 Livno 
Bosnia & Herzegovina 

BRAZIL 
Ensz, Revs. Tom/Grace 

RuViena C-13 
Q-29 Campos Eliseos 
Manaus, AM 60450-570 
Brazil 

CAMBODIA 
Fernandez, Rev. Greg!Resie 
Rafael, Rev. Reynaldo/Marimel 

c/o EFC 
PO Box 543 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

Gallant, Mr. Timtnffany 
PO Box 257 
Sweetser, IN 46987 

CAMPUS REPS 
Foster, Rev. William/Daphne (IWU) 

4022 S. Washington St. 
Marion, IN 46953 

Sheets, Rev. Brian/Wendy (Houghton) 
7399 Centerville Rd. 
Houghton, NY 14744 

Tolan, Rev. David/Donna (SWU) 
215 Clayton Dr. 
Central, SC 29630 

CENTRAL EUROPE 
Babcock, Rev. David/Brenda 

Josef Wolfikstrasse 57 
A-2000 Stockerau 
Austria 

Wright, Rev. Dennis/Lois 
See Area Directors 

CROATIA 
Babcock, Mr. JoeVCindy 

Ivana Mestrovica 64 
21000 Split 
Croatia, Europe 

England, Rev. Chris/Wendy 
Zbor Narodnegarde 36 
21000 Split 
Croatia, Europe 

Karish, Ms. Bethany 
16234 Pinewood 
Spring Lake, Ml 49456 

Murphy, Ms. Neissa 
Gunduliceva 4 
21000 Split 
Croatia 

Pickslay, Rev. Kent/Cheri 
DomovinskogRata 13 
21312 Podstrana, Croatia 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
Baysinger, Ms. Kristy 

1042 8th Avenue NW 
Largo, FL 33770 

Blake, Rev. MatVCrystal 
Drapelova 28 
644 00 Brno-Sobesice 

Boardman, Mr. Phil 
715 S. Runnymeade Avenue 
Evansville, IN 47714 
Czech Repbulic 

Croft, Rev. John /Shanda 
Kupkova 14 
638 00 Brno 
Czech Republic 

Hadsell, Ms. Sabrina 
303 S. 40th Street 
Rogers, AR 72758 

Kretchman, Mr. CarVDeb 
13 Emily Drive 
Corning, NY 14830 

McFrederick, Rev. Jason/ Kerensa 
Majdalenky 7 
638 00 Brno 
Czech Republic 

McNett, Rev. ScotVRachel 
32429 Bluebird Lane 
Wayne, Ml 48184 

Shanks, Mr. Roger/Susan 
9696 North Knightsville Tower Rd. 
Brazil, IN 47834 

ECUADOR 
Wuertz, Mr. George/Sheree 

Pending 
GERMANY 

Blake, Dr. Ken/Marilyn 
PO Box 50434 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 

Rast, Rev. Grea(Shannon 
5905 146 Avenue 
Holland, Ml 49423 

GUYANA 
Hubbard, Dr. Perry/Nancy 
Wall, Ms.Doris 

Box 10568 
Georgetown, Guyana 

HAITI 
Earl, Ms. Carol 

22 Buell Street 
Batavia, NY 14020 

Jacobson, Ms. Helen 
Larakers, Rev. Joe/Patricia 
Nemoto, Ms. Clare 
Thede, Mr. Cory/ Dr. Kris 

PMB-WES 
Box 15665 
West Palm Beach, FL 33416 

Due to security reasons, some career and intern 
missionaries cannot be listed in this directory. 

Irvine, Rev. Dan/Joy 
40 East Lacock Street 
Sandy Lake, PA 16145 

Mitchell, Ms. Debbie 
72 French Village Road 
Saint John, NB E2S 1A1 
Canada 

JAPAN 
Swarthout, Ms. Andrea 

3953 9th Avenue 
Anoka, MN 55303 

Turner, Dr. PauVJanet 
See Area Directors 

JESUS FILM PARTNERSHIP 
Connor, Dr. John/Marge 

11302 Peacock Drive 
Indianapolis, IN 46236 

KOSOVO 
Holsing, Mr. Jared/Claudia 

46103 Ingamar Terrace 
Apt. 201 
Sterling, VA 20166 

Trennepohl, Rev. Doug/Jean 
c/o AIM 
PTK 1 Kutia 150 
Rr Nene Teresa 
Prishtina 10,000 
Kosova, UNMIK 

LATIN AMERICA 
Guptill , Rev. Rod/Joy 

Bethany Bible College 
26 Western Street 
Sussex, NB E4E 1 E6 
Canada 

Hines, Rev. Tom/Lydia 
2808 Middle River Dr. 
Apartment C 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33306 

Martinez, Rev. Luis/Dinora 
10403 Bristol Court 
Fredericksburg, VA 22408 

Parman, Mrs. Sharon 
7804 N. Sherman Dr. 
Indianapolis, IN 46240 

Trapp, Mr. Robb/Denita 
15663 NW 14th Street 
Pembroke Pines, FL 33028 

West, Rev. Rick/Clara 
See Area Director 

MACEDONIA 
Blake, Ms. Rachelle 

921 Dawes Avenue 
Wheaton, IL 60187 

Neal, Mr. Joshua 
213 South Chase Street 
Wheaton, IL 60187 

MEXICO 
Gray, Rev. Bob/Susie 

Apartado Postal No. 45 
Cholula, Puebla 72761 
Mexico 

Pena, Ms. Nicky 
APDO Postal 462 
Puebla, Pue 72001 
Mexico 

MOZAMBIQUE 
Lehman, Rev. O.D./Linda 

Wesleyan Mission 
PO Box 852 
Nelspruit 1200 
Republic of South Africa 

Pickett, Rev. Jim/Karen 
401 Morton Road 
Hamilin, NY 14464 

NEW ZEALAND 
Bowlin, Mr. Josh/Becca 

3478 N 1350 E 
Converse, IN 46919 

Fussner, Dr. Jeff/Beth 
See Area Director 

NICARAGUA 
Eckhardt, Rev. Jim/Julie, R.N. 

12912 La Rene Drive 
Black Hawk, SD 57718 

Knox, Rev. Mike/Amy 
c/o lnstituto de Lengua Espanola 
Apartado 100-2350 
San Jose, Costa Rica 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
Floyd, Mr. Don/Cheri 
Freeman, Rev. RandalVLinda 
Keilholtz, Rev. James/Judy 

Wesleyan Mission, Box 489 
Mt. Hagen, W.H.P. 
Papua New Guinea 

PASTORS TO MISSIONARIES 
Nettieton, Rev. PhiVLucille 

c/o Majak for Nettleton 
Dusikova 5 
638 00 Brno 
Czech Republic 

O'Dell, Dr. Art 
5912 Craig St. 
Springfield, VA 22150 

Vermilya, Dr. Jim/Jeanette 
9204 Allisonwood Dr. 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 

PERU 
Ferguson, Rev. Jarvis/Sue 

4647 S Washington Street 
Marion, IN 46953 

Innes, Mr. ElliotVDena 
32795 Weathervane Lane 
Lakemoor, IL 60051 

PHILIPPINES 
Clark, Dr. Stanley/Rev. Janice 
Sumpter, Rev. Chris & Tiffany 

c/o Wesleyn Bible College 
Rosales 2441 Pangasinan 
Philippines 

Smith, Rev. Wayne/Claire 
5003 Rachel Drive 
Nashville, NC 27856 

RUSSIA 
Burke, Rev. Brian /Cara 
Wahl, Ms. Brenda 
Whitney, Mr. Jeff 

POCCIA 
600005 Vladimir 
UL. Tokareva Ba 
(name) 

Descalzo, Revs. Stephen/Laura 
76 Miller Avenue SW 
#8 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52404 

Higgins, Ms. Rebecca 
206 S Maple St 
Apt C 
Wilmore, KY 40390 

Lytle, Rev. Andrew/Natasha 
443-C Darby Creek Road 
Lexington, KY 40509 

Moran, Ms. Mandy 
351 S. M-88 
Bellaire, Ml 49615 

Pickard, Ms. Kerry 
19835 471 Avenue 
Brookings, SD 57006 

SOUTHERN AFRICA 
Croft, Ms. Dorcas 
Phillippe, Ms. Esther 

Box 88 
Manzini , Swaziland 

Fritts, Mr. Garry/Mary Anne 
2189 Hoskins Rd. 
Burlington, NC 27215 

SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT 
Alderink, Mr. Tim/Karen (KENYA) 

PO Box 80 
Kijabe, Kenya, East Africa 00220 

Merillat, Rev. Dan/Pada (THAILAND) 
6/17 Phaholyothin, Soi 15 
Sam Saen nai, Phayathai Rd . 
Bangkok 10400, Thailand 

SURINAME 
Davis, Rev. PhiVBecky 
Gorman, Ms. Cora 

A.C.S. Suriname 
P.O. Box 520626 
Miami, FL 33152 

ZAMBIA 
Anderson, Ms. Elizabeth 

PO Box 30745 
Lusaka, Zambia 

Cromer, Rev. Fred/Garol 
1700 SE Barlow Drive 
Apt. 62 
Bartlesville, OK 7 4006 

Morse, Ms. Bethany 
PO Box 640140 
Pemba, Zambia 

Wallace, Ms. Joan 
Wesleyan Mission of Zimba 
PO Box 610143 
Zimba, Zambia 
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anua 2006 
Global Partners Prayer Calendar 

Pastors-to-
Mozambique Croatia Guyana Missionaries Costa Rica Nepal Poland 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
In prayer, join with the Pray for God's anointing Pray for wisdom and Pray for Pastor Phil Pray that the board and Pray for a Christian Pray for this month's 
Church in Mozambique upon Zdenko and strength as Wesleyan and Lucille Nettleton, Superintendents Luis Nepali junior staff person youth camps hosted by 
to give praise to the Sandra Jovisic as they Bible College President now based in the Azofeifa and Jaime being mentored in the Polish Wesleyan 
Lord for the more than begin to pastor the Rev. Marlon Hestick Czech Republic, as Roman would effectively HIV I AIDS project by a GP Church. Pray that 
40 new churches that church in Split. Zdenko leads the school to they minister with and lead the development of missionary. Wisdom, these camps would 
were planted in 2005 was the first Wesleyan greater academic and to GP missionaries in the district. sensitivity, and creative result in eternal fruit 
through the JESUS film national pastor in commitment levels. Africa, Europe, and the skills are needed in this and the development 
ministry. Croatia to be licensed. Central Asia. leadership role. of a youth group. 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
Pray for God's Pray for the Hope Alive Pray for God to protect Pray that God would bless Pray for Pastor Jaime A hospital where a GP Pray for the pastors of the 
blessings and Church in Split as they and encourage missionary the writing efforts of our Brenes who is studying missionary serves is Polish Wesleyan Church, 
protection to be upon seek to develop a true Doris Wall who lives and pastors-to-missionaries as to become the director expanding. Pray that the Piotr and Dominik. Pray 
the three Mozambican sense of family within ministers in the interior. they e-mail month~ of the Bible institute in staff will remain dedicated that God would give them 
JESUS film teams as their church and unity Pray for her as she pastoral letters to GP the near future. ard diligent in providing a clear vision for their 
they prepare to launch with other churches in teaches at the extension missionaries. Pray that services especial~ since ministries as they preach, 
out to plant more new the area. Bible college and works this resource would be a the staff is often pray, and work with the 
churches during 2006. on Bible translations. source of encouragement. outnumbered by patients. congregations. 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
Abel Diole graduated from Pray for arolnted synergy Pray for the Holy Spirit Pray for Pastor Jim and Pray for the Lord to Pray that the lay leaders in a Pray for the English 
the Xai-Xai Bible Colege between Wo11d Hope to guide and Jeanette Vemnilya and provide the funds for particular church would grow Language lnstiMe started 
in October 2004. He has International, the Global encourage District Pastor Art 0' Dell as congregations to buy in their leadership roles ard by the Polish Wesleyan 
been appointed to church Partners' mission team, Superintendent Eldon they interact with the property and to build that more young people Church as an outreach to 
plarting ministries in ard the local church in Anderson as he leads GO-Net missionaries in churches. Some would be encouraged to give the community. Pray that 
northern Mozambique. Split as they work the pastors and training this week in congregations do not their time and talents to the students would come to 
Pray that the Lord would together to reach the lost layman in their Indianapolis. own the building where church's outreach programs. know Jesus as their 
make his ministry fruitful. ard to disciple believers. growing district. they worship. Savior. 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
Pray for Rev. Filip Pray for Amy Atkinson, a Pray for hearts to be Pray for our intern Pray for the direction More than 40 Nepali Pastor Piotr leads an 
Macaringue and the GO-Net volunteer open and receptive to missionaries as they go and planning of the children are being mow leadership training 
staff at the Xai-Xai missionaly, who is serving the gospel message as through their cultural first Latin America sponsored by World group in southern Poland 
Bible College as they for six months in the the JESUS film team studies on the field, meet Wesleyan Women 's Hope International. for pastors ard lay 
prepare for the new ministries of childcare ard ministers in the with their mentors, and convention that will be Pray for their Christian leaders. Pray for the 
school year which teaching English (TESL), Paramakatoi and interact with Pastor Jim celebrated in Costa growth, schooling, and group as they meet 
begins February 6. along with various ministries Pomeroon areas of Vermilya who coordinates Rica in January 2007. varying family together and are 

in the local church. Guyana. the internship program. situations. mentored by Pastor Piotr. 

29 30 31 
Pray for safe travel and Pray for the Lord to Pray for missionaries 
protection for students provide a larger facility Perry and Nancy 
who will be traveling for the local church in Hubbard as they have 
long distances for the Split. Services are a busy schedule co-
opening of the Xai-Xai currently being held in hosting construction 
Bible College's 2006 an office that is not teams for the 
school year. large enough for their Ruimveldt Home for 

needs. vulnerable children. 
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Global Partners Prayer Calendar 

Suriname/ 
Indonesia French Guiana Sierra Leone Haiti Sweden Sri Lanka Zambia 

1 2 3 4 
Pray foc ministerial students Pray for Bengt and Pray for Sri Lankan Pray for National 
preparing for ministry in Lavon {Shigley} Christians as they face Superintendent Rev. Sitali 
Port-au-Prince. Pray for Korswing, along with ridicule and Kakungu and his family. 
pastors in the rural areas their daughters, persecution for serving Pray that God would give 
preparing for ministry Elisabeth {college} and the Lord and spreading him wisdom and raise up 
through extension courses Maria (high school), as the gospel. leaders around him and 
and for Pastor Mathurin they pioneer the GP his family to encourage 
who leads the program. ministry in Sweden. them. 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Pray for the Holy Spirit Pray for the Geyersvlijt Pray for Rev. J. Y. Konteh Pray for political and Pray for the formation, Pray for God to anoint Pray for the principal of 
to empower Indonesian church in Suriname as who was reelected in ecooomic stability and for preparation, and fund the leadership training Pilgrim Wesleyan Bible 
Wesleyan believers they try to build their 2005 for another four- the challenges faced by the raising of North program. Pray for College, Rev. Harrison 
with courage as they church building that year term as national more than 1 00 Wesleyan American teams to leaders to be firmly Jani, and the staff as 
face opposition from has been planned for superintendent. Pray for corigregations, pastors, and help in a rebuilding grounded in their faith they lead the college. 
some radical Muslim years. Pray that God his vision to develop 70 ChrisUan day schools project and in the and for them to daily Pray that they would 
groups. would remove all financial stability in the with over 1500 students summer English camps seek God's guidance. set a godly example 

obstacles. Sierra Leone Church. due to this instability. in Ashammar. before the students. 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Pray for church Missionary Cora Gorman Pray for Rev. Solomon Pray for the emotional, Pray for the music Pray for the growth of Pray for the staff and 
planting efforts where is busy strengthening the Sesay, former assistant physical, and spiritual cafe ministry in The Wesleyan Church patients at the Zimba 
the Indonesian JESUS Bible school in Suriname national superintendent, stamina of the Haitian staff, Ashammar that is in the capital city. Pray Mission hospital. Pray 
film team is now with local teachers and who is now in Ghana the missionaries, and Met. designed to give young for the Spirit to protect that God would provide 
ministering. local leadership. Pray completing theological Michel, the hospital people an alternative believers as they reach medical doctors to help 

that God will bless studies. He will also be administrator, who work place to congregate, out and witness to lead the hospital. 
Suriname's leaders as away from his family long hours at the Wesleyan free from tobacco, non-Christians. 
they teach at the school. for two years. hospital and clinic. alcohol, and drugs. 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Pray for continued Petrus Pinas continues Pray for GO-Net Pray for spiritual insight for Pray that Swedish Pray for the Lord to Pray for the elementary and 
good will and influence his efforts to establish volunteer missionary National Superintendent Christians would spiritually strengthen secondary schools operated 
of Christian relief a church in French personnel: nmothy Bonne-Annee as he directs demonstrate Christ's the small group by the Church. Pray that 
workers in the strong Guiana. Pray that he Boland who is teaching the ministry in Haiti, and love, share the message ministry and the God would raise up strong 
Muslim area of Aceh can move to St. at TECH ; Chuck and pray for his and his fami~'s of redemption, and stand Wesleyan ministry in Christian teachers who 
which was devastated Laurent and that God Ruth Pierson who are health and safety. Pray for against the forces that the southern part of would help the students 
by the December 2004 would extend his serving at Kamakwie the funding of Haiti 's openly defy and subHy Sri Lanka. develop academical~ and 
tsunami. influence there. Hospital. National Ministry Shares. undermine God's Word. spiritual~. 

26 27 28 
Pray for the faculty and The Latoor Wesleyan Pray for Brima Samura 
staff of the Bible Church in Suriname as he leads the massive 
college as they develop has been worshipping work of redeveloping 
students into effective in a school that is no the Kamakwie Hospital 
church workers. longer available. Pray and the clinic work. 

for God to provide a Pray for ongoing 
place for them to meet. funding and medical 

personnel. 
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Global Partners Prayer Calendar 

North American Global Partners' 
Brazil Australia Karis People Campus Ministries Philippines Missionaries Venezuela 

1 2 3 4 
The fields are white for Pray for the Holy Spirit to Pray for missionaries Pray for the Caracas 
harvest. Pray that the guide Rev. Amos Anteg, as they make cultural Magallanes Church as 
Spirit of God would director of church growth transitions and pray for they seek to purchase 
move across Wesleyan and evangelism for the God to give them the building they have 
college and university Philippine General guidance and wisdom been renting for the 
campuses calling many Conference, as he leads to minister within the last several years. 
laborers to overseas the national discipleship context of the culture 
ministry. training program. they live in. 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Pray for all of those Pray for God to provide The local house church Pray for God 's anointing Pray for Rev. Jose Milan, tile Pray that God would Pray for unity of spirit 
who made recent National Superintendent is at a critical stage in to be upon the Global new Grace Mountain Mission help missionaries with among Venezuelan 
decisions at the family Stan Baker and his its development. Pray Partners' campus administrator who succeeded the ability to swiftly Pastors Silva, Renand, 
camp held during family with strength for God's wisdom and representatives as they tile founder and director Rev. learn the language of Sanhueza, Blanco, 
Carnival time in Brazil. and wisdom as they direction as various mentor and minister to Jan Visser. GMM operates the people they Chrismond, Durelly, 

lead the Wesleyan home cell groups meet Wesleyan college and an orphanage, elementary minister with and to, so and Lara and for the 
Methodist Church of to discuss leadership. university students. and secondary school, and they can be effective Lord's anointing upon 
Australia. Bible college. witnesses for Christ. their ministries. 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Pray for God to Pray for District Pray for boldness and Pray that a passion for Pray for the new district Pray for God's Holy Pray for God to provide 
strengthen the Superintendents protection as Karis Great Commission superintendent of the Spirit to cover Global the needed property 
marriages of the Rex Rigby, Lex Akers, believers take steps of ministry would burn in Western Mindanao District, Partners' missionaries and funding for the 
Brazilian pastors. Pray Graeme Wright, and faith to share the the hearts of students Rev. Petronila Domingo, with spiritual, Valencia Wesleyan 
for encouragement as Kent Ridgway as they gospel with family and attending Wesleyan and tile 61 workers emotional, and physical Church. 
these pastors and their develop pastors and friends in spite of colleges and assigned to lead local protection as they 
families strive to serve churches within persecution and universities. churches. Twenty-one of minister for His glory. 
Christ. their districts. possible rejection. tile workers are laymen. 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Pray for the continued Pray for Kingsley Pray that the light of Pray for Heath Koth as Pray for the construction Pray for the Lord to Pray for Pastor Sanhueza, 
church planting efforts College's principal, Jesus would be evident he gives direction to and opening of the new provide all of the the newest addifion to the 
taking place in Brazil. Peter Dobson, along in this land of darkness Global Partners' Visayan Wesleyan Bible needed financial and Venezuelan pastoral 
Pray for good planning, with the faculty and and that God would campus representatives College in Cebu. Pray prayer support that team. He is leading ttle 
effective evangelism, staff, as they prepare continue to reveal and ministry. for Dr. Paul Walborn, the each missionary needs Wesleyan work in the 
and the outpouring of students to share Christ Himself through miracles director and in order for them to Amazon forest of 
the Holy Spirit. in a secular society. and demonstrations of administrator for the fulfill God 's call upon Venezuela along the 

His power. project. their lives. Colombian border. 

26 27 28 29 30 31 
Students and faculty have Pray for the Holy Pray that the Holy Spirit Pray for the students Pray for God's Pray for traveling 
reached midterm in tile Spirit's continued would continue to anoint from Wesleyan anointing to be upon mercies as missionaries 
Bible school 's semester. blessing upon the and give strength, campuses that are the Philippine General spend much of their 
Pray that God oould provide growing church plants encouragement, and preparing to serve Conference as they time on the road during 
wisdom and strength for in Perth, Adelaide, endurance to the ministry overseas in a variety of reach out to the lost home ministries, fly 
students and faculty as Brisbane, and Cairns. team as they reach out capacities this and hurting in their internationally, and travel 
complete tllis semester's to the Kans people with summer. communities and those in new and sometimes 
studies and work. the love of God. in other countries. primitive environments. 
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EDITORIAL 

DON BRAY 
GENERAL DIRECTOR 

TOGETHER WE 
ARE GOD'S STORY! 
p artnership. Every ministry is we are including the ministry we begin three new regular 

too big for the individuals done by these partners. features: Stories from the Front, 

doing it. Every one in ministry Together, we are God's story! JESUS Film Clips, and The Power 

is in need of help from others, In this issue you will see of One. You will be encouraged 

whether it is teaching the four- references to World Hope by these brief and powerful 

year-olds' Sunday school class, International (WHI). This is our stories of God at work. Look 

leading the local church major ministry partner whose for them in each issue. 

missions committee, planting a focus is compassionate and I have just returned from 

church, or evangelizing a city or two meetings. The first 

a nation . We all need someone meeting of the International 

to pray, to lend a hand, to share " . .. that they may be Board of the International 

in the vision, to stand by our perfected in unity, so that Conference of The Wesleyan 

side. This partnering, in turn, Church met in Orlando, Florida : 

reveals the power of spiritual the world may know that twenty-three leaders-ministers 

unity of God's people working You sent Me, and loved and laity, women and men-all 

together on behalf of God's 
them, even as You have 

strong, gifted, and motivated to 

mission. Partnership is the main see the work of God go 

theme reflected throughout this loved Me." - Jesus forward across the world . 

issue of the Wesleyan World. 
John 117:23 NAS 

Then, in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, 

You will be thrilled to learn I met with the Hispanic leaders 

about the mission work being of JIBACAM, the Wesleyan Latin 

done by Wesleyans from across development work. Under the American Missions Movement. 

the globe. Passion for lost dynamic leadership of Dr. Jo JIBACAM is preparing to send 

people, communities in crisis, Anne Lyon, WHI works in their first missionary, Rev. Anita 

and unreached places in the dozens of nations with Global Carrion, to Equatorial Guinea in 

world are causing international Partners in a variety of ways. Africa . God's hand is on them. 

Wesleyans to mobilize and While WHI is a completely Join us in prayer for all that God 

respond to God's call. When distinct ministry agency from is doing . 

we talk about the growth of The Wesleyan Church/Global Find your place on this 
Global Partners (now in more Partners, no other ministry 

global team! 
than 90 countries), and when works closer with us. 

we report on the new countries Our regular readers will ~~ where ministry is taking place, notice a change in this issue as 
~ -
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Turn to me 

andbe 

saved, all 

you ends of 

the earth; 

for I am 

God, and 

there is 

no other. 

- Isaiah 45:22 NN 

2 

RestorinCJ 
by Luis r. Martinez 6 uatema la 

H urricane Stan hit the country of Guatemala with 
a wickedly devastating force on October 4, 

2005. Its strength and fury took more than 7 ,000 
lives. The material loss is hard to estimate 
between the many houses, animals, vehicles, and 
other things. Without a doubt, the worst of this 
tragedy is that Stan left behind many widows and 
orphans without shelter to live in or food to fill 
their stomachs. Around 90 percent of the harvest 
of com and black beans, the basic food for 
Guatemalan families in that area, was destroyed. 
Of course, other food supplies like milk, rice, and 
bread are nearly impossible to find because access 
roads were heavily damaged. 

The worst damage happened in the 
southwestern part of the country where eight of the 
nine Wesleyan churches are located. For example, 
in San Juan, 92 percent of our members lost their 
homes. They used to live at the foot of the 
mountain where the big river with all its strength 
came down, washing away many buildings and 
leaving others filled with mud, holes from huge 
rocks, and other debris. Even today these houses 
are buried under mud. People do not want to 
rebuild in the same place because geographically it 
represents many risks and because of the 
psychological trauma they have suffered. 

Ninety-five percent of one Santiago suburb 
disappeared when a nearby mountain came sliding 
down leaving a large cavernous ditch, covering 
everything with over 40 feet of mud. The 
president of Guatemala declared the place "holy 
ground" because it holds more than 4,000 bodies 
buried in the mud and muck. These bodies will 
never be recovered. 

Singing through the crisis 
A few days after the tragedy, because of God's 

mercy, help began arriving through World Hope, 
churches, and individuals in North America. As a 
result I was able to make my first trip to bring food, 
supplies, and encouragement to the people. As 
soon as I got to Guatemala, I visited the devastated 

"We heard 

the river 
. 

coming. 

Mama and 

Daddy carried 

us to safety. Then . 

we never saw them again." 

areas. My father, sister, and several pastors went 
along to help deliver much-needed items. Normally 
that trip takes four hours, but this time it took 14 
hours because of extensive damage to the roads. 

Even the pick-up truck could not get through 
the high waters near the Pacific coast, but the Lord 
provided a horse-drawn cart. We put all the 
supplies on the cart and sat on top of those 
supplies. Sometimes, because of the high water 
and mud, we had to jump off the cart and help the 
horses by pushing the cart. The water was chest
high in most places. 

Many things touched my heart during that trip. 
One, in particular, I will never forget. When we 
reached San Juan, an area that was severely 
damaged, we walked through the rubble. In one 
of the houses we saw a lady trying to rescue a 
piece of her husband's trousers to make smaller 
articles of clothing for her children. The water 
had taken her husband away. (His body has not 
been found.) The mud was almost touching the 
ceiling inside the house so that we had to crawl 
into the home to take pictures. Suddenly, in the 
middle of her crisis, this woman began to sing: 
"The joy of the Lord is my strength!" What a 
testimony of strength and faith! 



Seeing moves one to compassion 
The biblical principal of compassion 

is taught in Matthew 9:36: When he saw 
the crowd he was moved to compassion. 
In the Old Testament somebody brought 
the bad news to Ezra that his city, 
Jerusalem, had been destroyed by fire. 
After he got the king's permission, he 
went to survey the damage. Ezra says 

to the tips of our toes. With the help of 
a generator, we set up speakers , 
microphones, and a keyboard. At the 
conclusion of my message that night , 48 
people came to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Be a part of the reconstruction 
Short-term mission teams have 

already started helping to build houses . 

that when he saw the devastation, he cried until he had no 
more tears. The same thing happened to Jesus when He 
saw the spiritual devastation of the people of Israel in 
Jerusalem during His triumphal entry. This has happened 
with me the last three times I have been in San Juan and 
Santiago. I have cried each time as I have seen the 
devastation and what God's power can do. But I praise 
Him that He has allowed me to bring some help, physical 
and spiritual, to His people. 

In November teams from Maryland, Wisconsin, Canada, 
and Alabama were able to help erect three homes- two in 
San Marcos and one in San Juan. All three families 
suffered severe losses in the mudslides caused by 
Hurricane Stan-houses, possessions , and a mom and dad 
all washed away. Two orphaned children are now being 
raised by an uncle. One of the children told us , "We 
heard the river coming. Mama and Daddy carried us to 
safety. Then they went back to try to get some of our 
belongings. We never saw them again." A house was 
built for these orphans and their uncle. 

On my first trip we walked several hours to get to 
one of the churches where the pastor has an elementary 
school. He was using the building as a safe harbor for 
those who had lost homes; more than 300 refugees were 
seeking shelter. We were wet from the tops of our heads 

None of these families will be forgotten by the ones 
who came to help build new houses. In Santiago we saw 

continued on page 22 

Saving Lives in Sri Lanka hySharlini· 

A s I looked at the beautiful calm ocean 
passing by from the window of my van, 

my thoughts wandered to a gloomy day in 
December 2004. I wiped my eyes again and 
again, making sure I was viewing the same 
sea that caused the devastation that claimed 
so many innocent lives. 

I will never forget that day. When news 
of the "ocean invading the land" reached us, 
we weren 't at all afraid. Sea erosion is 
common here. I had never even heard the 
word "tsunami" that was being thrown 
around. I had no idea what was happening. 

The full extent of the tragedy seeped 
slowly into our consciousness as the death 
toll rose by the minute . The days that 
followed were like a funeral. Hopelessness 
engulfed our hearts just as the tsunami 

Sharlini presents a sewing machine for a 
business restart. 

waves had engulfed the shores of our nation. 
And then a miracle happened. We began 

to receive an avalanche of e-mail messages, 
especially from our Wesleyan Church 
family. We felt loved by so many, including 
the leaders of Global Partners, World Hope 
International, and World Hope Canada. Dr. 
Don Bray and Dr. Jo Anne Lyon offered to 
bring a team to come and assist us in our 
fledgling efforts to distribute food, clothing , 
and necessities to the homeless. 

Through another miracle I had already 
begun to develop a small organization known 
as Community Hope Trust. In partnership with 
World Hope International , this organization is 
in the process of providing 100 new homes. 
Work on 27 houses in three different districts 
affected by the tsunami is now underway. 
Keys to ten homes were handed over to 
recipients during a ceremony on June 9, 2005. 
Each family was presented with a gift pack 
from World Hope Canada and a plaque that 
said, "World Hope and Community Hope 
presents this house to you with the hope that 
the peace that passes all understanding will 
come to abide in this home." 

Eight families gathered together to hear 
Keith Norris share how the Jove for Christ 
and desire to walk in obedience to His will 
was the motivation for Christians who had 
provided these homes for them. Keith told 
the story of the Good Samaritan who was a 

foreigner and had 
a stranger from 
another culture 
stop to give him 
aid. He talked about how Jesus wants His 
followers to help anyone who suffers Joss. 

Work teams from Canada and the States 
have helped finish some of the homes . 
Watching them, one Sri Lankan man 
remarked , "You expect to get help from your 
friends, but these are strangers from another 
country and they still want to help us." 

Most Sri Lankan people are practicing 
Buddhists. Pray that their hearts will be 
opened to the gospel as they experience the 
tangible love of Christ. Pray for Pastor 
Cedric* as he leads The Wesleyan Church in 
Sri Lanka and does follow-up to contacts 
made through this effort. Pray for Sharlini 
as she directs the work of the Community 
Hope Trust Fund. 

God is at work providing physical shelter 
for those whose homes were destroyed . 
Pray that the lives spared from death will 
find new life in Christ. 

*For security only the.first name is used. 

Sharlini is the director of Community Hope Trust Fund 
and lives in Sri Lanka with her husband, Cedric, pastor of 
The Wesleyan Church, and their four sons. Keith Norris 
directs ministries of World Hope International in Asia. 
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Let us be 

satisfied 

with 

nothing 

less than 

leaving the 

deepest 

mark on our 

generation. 

- John R. Mott 
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by Jerry G. Pence 

A 
n unexpected scene unfolded in downtown 
Puebla's outdoor market where I was shopping 
for a nacimiento to add to my wife 's Christmas 

creche collection. Suddenly, I found myself on a 
street lined with doors that seemed unusually close 
together. Each door was propped open to reveal an 
eight- to ten-foot square room. Instead of more 
tourist shops , though, each space-open for public 
viewing-featured a small shrine decorated in 
Halloween-type themes . 

Individual displays were designed to invite the 
spirit of the dead person to come back to enjoy a few 
hours with those who missed them. One space 
featured a table covered with bread , candy, fruit, 
candles, marigolds , artificial cobwebs, and white 
plastic skulls surrounding an oil-painted portrait of a 
beautiful lady who obviously died too young. Next 
to this display was a memorial for a man who had 

Surrounded b sqmbol 
lived long, built a successful business , and left a 
large family to remember him. The altar built in his 
honor was decorated with his favorite things-books , 
cigars , sweets , bottles of tequila and Cerveza, 
pictures of his children and grandchildren , and a 
stuffed dog that had obviously been a family pet. On 
and on they went-shrine after shrine . 

Occasional tourists like me passed by and peered in . 
Most visitors were local. Smartly dressed businessmen 
took their turns inspecting the creative ways relatives 
had prepared memorials for departed loved ones. 
Mothers and fathers held young children up to see 
inside each room. Teens respectfully read poems on 
posters and pointed out interesting items on the altars. 

Los Dias de Los Muertos-the Days of the Dead
is a Mexican holiday mixing Aztec beliefs with 
Catholic traditions. It is a time for remembering 
friends , family, and ancestors. Graves are cleaned and 
decorated. Whole families get together to enjoy all
night picnics and music making in local cemeteries. 
According to legend people die three deaths: the first 
when their body ceases to function; the second when 
it is lowered into the grave; the third when there is no 
one left alive to remember. The Days of the Dead are 
meant to delay this third and saddest death. 

It took a while for the contrast between my souvenir 
shopping and the imagery of Los Dias de Los Muertos 
to soak in. Among the skulls and skeletons, I was 
looking for a nativity set. Surrounded by symbols of 
death, I was looking for a sign of new life. 

Helping people who are spiritually dead find 
everlasting life in Christ is the passion behind 
Christian mission work. Today, a young, energetic 
missionary agency is uniting Spanish-speaking 
Wesleyans across Central and South America around 
this purpose. JIBACAM-which stands for Junta 
Iberoamericana y de! Caribe de Misiones (the Ibero
American and Caribbean Missions Board)- was 
created in 1996 to provide leadership and structure 
for a new movement of Latino-initiated outreach. 

Many will remember 2005 as the year JIBACAM 
"came of age." It happened in Puebla, Mexico , where 
the group's seventh congress was held October 31-
November 5. Hosted by five districts and 120 local 
congregations of The Pilgrim Evangelical Church (as 
the Wesleyan denomination is known in Mexico), the 
congress was an historic gathering . Mexican National 
Superintendent Martin Torres welcomed 130-plus 
leaders representing 13 different nations. Few realized 
they would soon participate in launching a new phase 
of Wesleyan global partnerships. 

From the first moment of the opening night , I, 
along with others , felt an amazing Presence uniting 
us for "the greatest work in the world" - bringing 
people together in Christ and multiplying healthy 
churches. The urgency grew even stronger on the 
afternoon of the second day when the Lord used 



f death. I was looking for a sign of new life. 
Global Partners' General Director Dr. Don Bray to issue a 
prophetic challenge for participants to rise up to a new level 
of missionary commitment. Previously, most had viewed 
JIBACAM's role primarily as informational , inspirational, 
and motivational. However, Dr. Bray called for JIBACAM 
to take a giant leap of faith to become a missionary 
"sending" agency, assuming full responsibility for 
mobilizing and supporting its own corps of missionary 
personnel. The call did not land on deaf ears or cold hearts. 
JIBACAM leaders openly expressed repentance for a lack of 
confidence in their own potential and trust in God's 
provision that limited their vision and kept them from 
attempting larger dreams . The fresh awareness of divine 
possibilities was overwhelming. 

graduating from Pilgrim Bible Institute in Puebla. Global 
Partners' Area Director Rick West said it well: "Latin 
America and the Caribbean have been a mission field for 
many years. Now they are becoming a mission force." 

Did I mention that, among all the skulls and skeletons 
and Los Dias de los Muertos souvenirs in downtown Puebla, 
I found a beautiful , handmade, ceramic nativity set for my 
wife? My experiences in Puebla at JIBACAM left me full of 
confidence that others are going to find the living Christ, too, 
as Latin American and Caribbean Wesleyans join others from 
the global Wesleyan family to spread the story of Jesus all 
around the world. 

Dr. Jerry Pence is General Superintendent for the West Central 
Area of The Wesleyan Church . He and his wife, Calene , live in 
Indianapolis , Indiana. 

The highlight of the conference came the following evening. 
Reverend Anita Carrion was commissioned as the first 
missionary to be sent and supported fully by Latin American 
Wesleyan churches . Formerly the national superintendent 
of The Wesleyan Church in Peru, Reverend Carrion will 
become our denomination's first missionary to Equatorial 
Guinea, the only Spanish-speaking country in Africa. 
Anyone who doubts that God calls , gifts, and uses women 
to preach would have become convinced of this fact by 
listening to her powerful sermon that night. Her biblical 
message on prayer as the foundation for effective mission 
and ministry was convicting. Her life shines as an 
astonishing testimony to the reality and power of 
answered prayers. I was humbled by her personal 
example of wholehearted trust in Christ and submission to 
His will. 

In an example of God's extraordinary timing, after 
her message Anita had the privilege of praying a prayer 
of blessing for two new North American missionaries, 
Elliott and Dena Innes , who will start work in Peru 
shortly after she leaves her homeland for Africa. Later, 
a dozen or more young Latin Americans stepped out of 
the crowd to acknowledge their own calls to missionary 
service. They testified about their desire to minister 
cross-culturally among indigenous peoples in Latin 
America, Muslims in Turkey, or lost persons in Uruguay 
(one of the most under-evangelized countries in South 
America). One Mexican couple asked for prayer as they 
return to Michigan to plant a Hispanic church after 

National, Superintendent Rev. Robert Barrantes, Costa Rica, and 
Genera/, Superintendent Dr. Jerry Pence at the JIBACAM congress. 

STORIES FROM THE FRONT STORIES FROM THE FRONT S 

Looking lor Jesus by Esther Phillippe 

M athias came to our household at approximately 
nine months old. He was an abandoned baby, 

now adopted by my niece and fellow missionary 
Dorcas Croft. Every wall of Mathias' room has 
pictures of Jesus-Jesus with children of different 
races, Jesus laughing and playing with children, Jesus 
holding and loving lrttle children. When Mathias first 
arrived, Dorcas would repeatedly stand in front of each picture and talk about it. 
One day while we were eating in a Chinese restaurant Dorcas asked Mathias, 
"Where's Jesus?" He immediately searched the walls. We had a good laugh. 

Cousins came to visit at Christmas. Mathias became very attached to them. 
When they left, we would look at photos and remember the good times. Dorcas 
would ask him, ''Where's Richard?" ''Where's Rachel?" His standard answer was, 
"All gone." (It was his first two-word phrase, and he was finding many uses for it.) 
Now when we asked, ''Where is Jesus?" he would answer, "All gone." 

His assumption that anyone who could not be seen in pictures was all gone 
was appropriate for his age but, of course, all wrong. When Easter came, we 
taught him a new song: "God's not dead. He's still alive .... I feel Him in my hands, 
feel Him in my feet, feel Him in my heart .... " Somewhere in that exercise, 
someone asked, ''Where's Jesus? Is Jesus in your heart?" Mathias seemed to like 
that idea. That was the end of the "all gone" phase. 

Now Mathias is into looking for Jesus. He sees a long-haired rock singer on 
TV and pointing declares, "Jesus!" Once he saw a male nurse at the hospital and 
declared most confidently, "Jesus!" All this is very entertaining, but something very 
fundamental is taking place-the development of a child's theology! 

By the way, I have the same hunger as Mathias. I want to know Jesus. I am 
looking for Jesus, too. Uke Mathias, I sometimes come to wrong conclusions. I 
put limits on God- limits which do not exist. I am learning. My theology is still in 
process. I have yet to see Him as He really is! My daily prayer is, "Lord, increase 
my capacity to know You!" 

- Beginning in 1977, Esther Phillippe first served as a Global Partners 
missionary in South Africa, teaching at Wesleyan Evangelical Seminary in 
Brakpan. Since 1986 she has taught and served as academic dean at 
Emmanuel Wesleyan Bible College in Manzini, Swaziland, and since the 
summer of 2005 she has been serving as the acting principal at EWBC. 
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Rev. Anita Carrion has stepped down as national superintendent 

of Peru to be appointed as a missionary to the African nation 

of Equatorial Guinea. Take time to listen to her passion, digest 

her spiritual insights, and savor her delight in following Jesus

wherever that takes her. 

Anita, tell us briefly about ho you 
came to Christ and how you felt called 
to missions. 

I accepted Christ in October of 1987. One 
morning I heard a knock on my door. When I 
opened it, two men began reading the Bible to me. 
They invited me to accept Jesus, but I refused. They 
insisted, asking me three times, and finally they told 
me they only wanted to pray that God would forgive 
me. I agreed, not realizing that I was opening up the 
door of my heart to Jesus , but when they left, I was 
different. I felt myself to be the happiest person on 
earth, and a joy like no other bubbled in my heart. I 
had been born again, thank God. 

About four months later, I was praying at 3:00 
A.M., meditating on Him. I felt a great delight and 
wanted to do all I could to serve Jesus. In a moment 
when I was half asleep, I heard a powerful voice that 

would not be sold and that the Lord would permit me 
to go do His work in His time. In 1992 I began my 
seminary practicum in that city. I evangelized many 
families , and in 1996, after finishing my theological 
studies, I went back to stay and plant a church with 
the authorization of the district. I began a little 
school for children. Actually, I'm not good at 
working with children, but God helped me, and they 
were my first assistants in the work. After four 
months I started services with adults and step by step 
continued to organize the congregation. I had 
worked there two years and had new plans for 
building the Kingdom in the interior of that region 
when the Lord called me to leadership in the national 
Church, and with much pain of heart, I left my 
beloved people to obey God. 

said, 
---+------------------+-- "Preach 

My word 

What spiritual lessons did your time 
with tribal people teach you about faith 
and God's faithfulness? 

It was a marvelous time of God's presence, a time 
of new experiences and of new achievements with 
the Lord of the harvest . Faith was the basis of my 
ministry. I believed God. The Church was in crisis. 
For me, money is necessary, but it is not the most 
important thing. There were no funds designated for 
this new work, but I was sure that God would 
provide all my needs. A persevering faith was 
needed for planting a church where there was none 
and in a place which, at that time, was dangerous. 

A joy like no other bubbled in my heart. for the 
salvation 

- --+- -----------------r-- ofthe 
world." 

I received this divine message with joy and 
amazement. I understood that some day I would 
leave my home and my country to go to other 
peoples, other countries , to do the will of God. 

What was your first missionary 
experience like? 

In 1998 I felt in my heart that I should go to the 
jungle to do the work of God. I felt this when I 
heard that in a certain place-Bagua Chica-there 
was property belonging to the Church which was 
for sale because there were no members and no one 

An aggressive faith was needed to face difficulties 
and attack the forces of Satan which held the people 

"Preach My word for the salvation of the world:' 

who would go. I began to pray that the property ---+----------- - - --------+----t 
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est 
captive. I thank God for this experience which 
allowed my faith to grow. 

The faithfulness of God is marvelous. His Word 
says that He is with us always. I get very emotional 
thinking about that precious time. God did not leave 
me. I did not lack despite no salary to begin the 
work. God sustained me, using many people to bless 
me. I felt very appreciated and loved, not only by 
the believers, but by the neighbors, too. God touched 
the national Church which then began to help me. 

You served as national superintendent 
of The Wesleyan Church in Peru during 
some very challenging times. What did 
you learn through that experience? 

That was another marvelous time with God in 
which I learned a great deal. Those seven years 
were a school for me. Some of the things I learned 
were .. . 

• In our insufficiency resides the power of God 
if we are obedient. For me, this work was 
uncharted waters. I continually felt 
inadequate for the job, but when I prayed, I 
felt the certainty that I should go forward at 
all costs with the help of God. 

• The work of God advances not with human 
abilities and strategies alone, but by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

• The vision God gives is not easy to carry out. 
One has to persist in fighting difficult battles. 
It requires that the army of God be well armed 
and under the orders of our captain, Jesus. 

because the one who does not strive 
to live a life pleasing to God is a 
stumbling block, and I say that with 
all respect. 
• Democracy functions when there 
is unity. One mind, one heart, etc., 

is the appropriate atmosphere for church 
elections, elections which will determine the 
growth of the church. The election of church 
officials moved us to spend months in prayer 
in order to allow it to be God who elected. 

• Continually pursue the ministry of 
reconciliation within the church and 
without. Reconciliation is spiritual health 
and the open door for receiving great 
blessing from God. 

When did you sense God calling you 
to Equatorial Guinea? Was it difficult 
to say yes? 

God called me to Equatorial Guinea in 1999 
during the fourth JIBACAM conference in Colombia 
when it was made known that there was a missions 

In our insufficiency resides the power of 

God if we are obedient 

project for that country. I felt very happy because I 
had been waiting for God to show me the specific 
place in Africa where He wanted me. (The Lord had 
called me to Africa in 1992.) It was not official and 
nobody knew it. It was not the time for me to speak, 
but I made a commitment to God to be part of the 
missionary team that would go to Guinea. I also 
wrote my name on the forms that were passed out to 
all who were called to missions. I waited on God 
and I feel that this is the time to go. 

continued on page 27 

Reconcilation is spiritual health and the open 

door for receiving great blessing from God. 

• Let the Holy Spirit make a revolution where 
there is only religion. This can only be done 
through much prayer. Changes are necessary 
for growth if God directs it. 

• Holiness in leadership is of utmost importance 
in order for all the work to move forward. It 
might be well to interject here that we should 
be conscientious about filling positions, 

I look upon 

foreign 

missionaries 

as the 

scaffolding 

around a 

rising 

building. 

The sooner 

it can be 

dispensed 

with, the 

better; or 

rather, the 

sooner it 

can be 

transferred 

to other 

places, 

to serve 

the same 

temporary 

use, the 

better. 

- J. Hudson Taylor 
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Between 

Go -----' s Promise 
"Between God's promise and its fulfillment" best 

describes how God has led me from Liberia to 
the U.S.A. and back, from Liberia to Nigeria , and 
from Nigeria to Swaziland. The ellipsis in the title 
represents the many activities and inactivities 
(pleasant and unpleasant) that I encountered between 
God's promise and its fulfillment. 

Foundations of Promise in Liberia 
In 1991 God provided a scholarship for me through 

The Wesleyan Church (hereafter referred to as "the 
Church") to study in the U.S.A. The foundation for 
this scholarship, one of many undeserved blessings, 
and the present scholarship for my pending doctoral 
work, was laid one Saturday evening in January 1982. 

That night I was offered a job by my sister-in-law 
who felt sorry for me since I had been out of high 
school for four years, still not in college, and 
dependent on handouts for my survival. I was glad! 
I needed a job so I could save money to attend Bible 
college. (I had had this goal for about two years.) 

"But seek first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added to you." 
Matthew 6:33 

As I was about to accept her offer, an inner voice 
commanded me to say no to the job. The voice 
reminded me of Jesus' words in Matthew 6:33: But seek 
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added to you. I perceived that it 
was God who was speaking to me, so I asked Hirn why 
He had reminded me of this text. His reply was thrilling. 
"Tomorrow evening (Sunday), the Church will be 
starting its membership class. Go there and become a 
member, and you will see what will happen." It was 
difficult to refuse my in-law's kind offer, but God gave 
me the grace and wisdom to give an answer. 

I attended the membership class and was received 
into full membership in the Church on March 7, 
1982. In August of that same year, the Church 
presented me with a four-year scholarship to attend 
Bible college! I realized that God had begun to 
fulfill His promise of Matthew 6:33 following my 
obedience to Him. 

From Liberia to the U.S.A. 
In 1988 I began to pray about further 

studies in the States and made some 
inquiries about recommended 
seminaries. I received admissions 

Its 
information from one seminary through a relative and I 
applied. Actually, I did not want to bother the Church a 
second time. I encountered a problem in the process of 
trying to enroll, however, because I could not raise and 
deposit $2,000 (U.S.). I told Rev. Phil Nettleton, my 
missions director and district superintendent at the time, 
about my contact with that seminary. He promised to 
pray with me, but he advised against going to that 
school because it was not Wesleyan in doctrine. 

In 1991 the Lord opened another door through Dr. 
Wayne Wright, general director of Wesleyan World 
Missions at that time. I was granted a two-year 
scholarship to do my graduate studies at Wesley 
Biblical Seminary (WBS) in Jackson , Mississippi. 
Once again God fulfilled His promise of Matthew 
6:33 because I obeyed Hirn. In retrospect, I believe 
it was God who closed the door to that first seminary. 
Had I attended that school, I most likely would have 
remained in the States and would not be serving 
among my people here in Africa today. 

From the U.S.A. to Liberia 
After my studies at WBS, God gave me the grace 

to reject all offers and efforts of well-loved relatives 
for me to remain in the States. (One of them was the 
lady I had intended to marry!) He reminded me again 
of Matthew 6:33 and assured me that He was able to 
bring me back to the States or give me further training. 

When I returned home in 1993, God gave me 
Edith Lady Tonea as my wife. She is a true friend 
and partner in ministry. I have no regrets with her. 
It is interesting to note that seven years into our 
marriage I was thrilled to learn that Phil and Lucille 
Nettleton had felt in their spirits that Edith would be 
a good wife for me while they were missionaries in 
Liberia! If God did not lead in this, then I want to 
know who did! God also led me to help establish the 
Wesleyan Bible College of Liberia (WBCL) and train 
many of our pastors. I would not have done either of 
these things had I remained in the States. 

From Liberia to Nigeria and Swaziland 
In 2000 I received what I would term a 

"convincing scholarship" from a wonderful Christian 
couple to do my doctoral studies in the States. By 
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2002 I perceived that God did not want me to study 
in the States. I was glad about this because I would 
not be bothering the Church to sponsor me again. 
Unfortunately, I could not study in Liberia because 
of poor Internet access at the time. Therefore, I 
arranged with Dr. Gary S. Maxey, provost of the 
West Africa Theological Seminary (WATS) , to allow 
me to use his Internet facility. In exchange I taught 
a few courses at WATS . In addition, I joyfully 
carried out a few other responsibilities, including 
serving as director for Spiritual Formation. 

After two years in Nigeria, I sensed that would 
not complete my studies. My family and I were 
disturbed emotionally; we felt let down and 
humiliated. However, God strengthened us and 
held us up with the right hand of His righteousness 
(Cf. Isaiah 41: 10). He provided for us beyond our 
expectation (Cf. Eph. 3:20), including provision of 
funds for Edith 's and my surgeries. I am very 
grateful to God for everything, especially for giving 
us the grace to remain faithful to His ministry. 

In early 2004 I petitioned the Church to help me 
do my doctoral studies via the University of South 
Africa (UNISA). I was approved immediately and 
the TOOL scholarship was raised within a year. I 
am grateful to Dr. Norm Wilson , Rev. Lindsay 
Cameron [Africa area director], and others who 
helped me in the process . 

Much of UNISA's studies are done online, with 
periodic visits to the campus. Thus, I could have 
remained in Nigeria and studied from there. 
However, Rev. Cameron and I agreed that it would 
be best to move to Swaziland because it would be 
most cost effective. In addition, I would be able to 
render some services at our own Emmanuel 
Wesleyan Bible College. My family and I are now 
living at the college. I am serving there and am in 
the process of registering for my studies. 

When I review every experience and process that 
I encountered in order to be where I am now, I have 
no doubt that God truly wants me here. For 
instance, I have learned that when Rev. Donald and 
Mrs. Elizabeth Karns heard that I was here, they 
said it was a direct answer to their prayers. As I 

reflected on that news , I remembered that while 
they were missionaries in Liberia, I had expressed 
this desire to them. (I do not know whether they 
still remember that or not!) Perhaps this is why 
God closed the door for my studying from and in 
Nigeria, because He knew I needed to be here. 
What an awesome, faithful God we serve! 

Truly, God has faithfully kept His promise of 
Matthew 6:33 to me since 1982, though not without 
painful human and nonhuman impediments, 
frustrations, and humiliation. 

Spiritual Lessons Gained through God's 
Leading 

As I waited for God's promise to be fulfilled , I 
have learned at least five important spiritual lessons. 

1. Between God's promise and its fulfillment 
there may be painful human and nonhuman 
impediments, frustrations , and humiliation . 

2... The manner or method of the fulfillment of 
God's promise is His prerogative . 

3. The fulfillment of God's promise is always 
timely. 

4. Apparent delays in the fulfillment of God's 
promise help to develop patient endurance in 
His child and servant. 

5. God will always fulfill His promise. 

My Vision and Passion for Students and 
Africa 

My vision and passion for 
my students and for Africa are 
one and the same: that my 
students and the peoples of 
Africa become genuine disciples 
of Jesus Christ. They will be 
better witnesses for Jesus when 
they are Bible-modeling 
Christians. I pray that my 
people and I would demonstrate a visible Christ
likeness before our onlookers (Cf. Matthew 5:13-16; 
Titus 2:11-12; 1Peter2:11-12). Finally, I pray that 
God would make Africa His. 
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R ussia f; 

There is 

self

emptying 

and self

humbling 

in all 

authentic 

evangelism; 

without it we 

contradict 

the gospel 

and 

misrepresent 

the Christ 

we proclaim. 

- John R. W Stott 
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the Ukraine 

6 od called us to missionary ministry at 
EuroAdventure 2000. Believers from 
many different European countries came 

together for one week of training and then one 
week of missions ministry. During this 
conference, those who were sensing a call to 
missions were asked to stand. That was when we 
accepted God's call on our lives. 

During the second week of EuroAdventure, we 
had the opportunity to serve in a Muslim country 
with World Hope International. We worked in a 
camp for refugees. While there, our hearts began to 
burn with a deep desire to serve as missionaries. 
When we returned to Russia, we felt a renewed 
desire to complete Bible college. During our studies , 
we once again committed our lives to missionary 
service, but it seemed like nothing was happening 
toward God fulfilling that call in our lives . After we 
graduated we waited and waited. Now we know 
what we did not know then; God was preparing a 
place of ministry for us. All of those years were 
simply a test of our faithfulness to His call. 

We were not the only ones in our church who 
felt a call to missions. After EuroAdventure in 
Munich, Germany, a prayer group was formed. 
Many who had a desire to serve as missionaries 
joined the group. We prayed for existing missions, 
current concerns in the world , and for each of our 
callings. We asked our fellow believers to pray 
that God would show us the place to which He was 
calling us and that He would make that a reality. 

Less than a month later the director of World 

Hope Canada and the director of World Hope 
Ukraine came to our church in Vladimir, Russia. 
They told us about the ministry in Odessa. 
Odessa, located in the former Soviet country of 
Ukraine, is a port city in the south on the Black 
Sea. Many homeless children from all over come 
to this city because of its warmer climate and 
tourists. Tourists and foreigners provide 
opportunities for pickpocketing and begging. 
Many of the children have parents, but they are 
drug addicts or they simply do not care for their 
children . World Hope works with such children. 
The directors invited us to come and minister in 
Odessa. We understood this as an answer to our 
prayer! God had showed us the place. 

Several months passed by after their visit , and 
we received no response from the Ukraine. We 
were about to give up hope when we heard some 
news. We made plans to leave in February 2005 
after the birth of our daughter Lada. However, two 
weeks before our departure, we received word that 
we would not be going until September. Of course 
this was discouraging , but we were able to visit 
Odessa for two weeks during the summer to see 
our future ministry. For the first time in our lives 
we met homeless children who lived according to 
their own laws and who required a totally different 
approach than children who grow up in families. 

We visited the First Step Center, a club in the 
center of the city where homeless children are 
welcomed. They can bathe, receive medical treatment 
and clothing, eat, and attend Bible studies. Nearly all 



the children who come to the club inhale glue; many are drug 
addicts. Many of them are so sick they have no strength to 
fight their addiction. 

In a village outside the city of Odessa, Hope House 
serves as home to ten homeless children who live with 
foster parents. These children were ready to leave the 
streets and, with the help of World Hope, their lives are 
now different. More homes like this are needed. New 
children are ready to leave the streets, but we do not have 
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space for all of them. . 
Four years after we heard God's call for the first tune and 

two years after we were initially invited to the Ukraine, we 
left for Odessa on September 27, 2005. We were reminded 
right away that God takes care of His children in unusual 
ways. While traveling from Vladimir, our hometown, to 
Moscow, we were delayed by a horrible traffic jam. We 
were afraid we would miss our train. We prayed, "God, if it 
is Your will for us to go, do not let Satan prevent us from 
getting onto the train." 

Our driver was convinced we would miss our train, but 
we made it to the railway station ten minutes before our 
scheduled departure. We felt like we were in a movie! We 
ran through the whole railway station and were able to 
board the train just before it pulled out of the station! At 
that moment God's faithfulness was reconfirmed to us! 

The very first day, after we arrived, I [Denis] went out 
to look for children to bring into the club. I did not know 
the city, where to look, what a homeless child looked like, 
or what to say. Elizabeth, another worker with World 
Hope from England, was a great encouragement to me. 
She was very courageous and showed me the horrible 
places where these children might be found. I was able to 
bring in new children for the first two weeks; then the door 
closed. Even those I had brought in disappeared. I was at 
a loss. Then God showed me that there were many other 
children who had been in the club for quite a while and 
their lives were still unchanged. I understood that was 
where my ministry was to focus . 

Sometimes I have classes with the children. I started a 
Bible study group for the youth. I understand that the most 
important goals are to bring children to God and to take them 
away from the streets. To do this we must earn their trust. 

STORIES FROM THE FRONT STORIES FROM THE FRONT 

When We Feel Inadequate 
by Andy and Natasha Lytle 

Do you ever feel inadequate? Let's face it. Most of us do not wake 
up in the morning feeling super sufficient! In fact, many of us are 

very aware of our limitations. We pretend that we have got it together, 
though. We act like we are capable of handling any situation when 
we know we really are not. 

In our team-building journey, we have felt inadequate more than once. 
When, at the last minute, everything that we worked hard on goes wrong 
and we do not have a plan B, we feel inadequate and weak. More than 
once, though, we have seen God do amazing things through our 
weaknesses. It is always such a great reminder to us that " ... our 
adequacy is from God" (2 Corinthians 3:5). Without God and His power 
we are totally inadequate for the task that He has called us to do. 

The Bible is full of examples of people who felt inadequate for the 
task. Look at Moses. Look at Peter. Look at Paul. Why did God 
call them? Because they were willing to say "yes" to His call and 
learned how to fully rely on His grace and power. They were willing 
for God to take over and use them for His glory. Let it be a reminder 
for all of us, when we feel inadequate for the task, to cling to Jesus 
and allow Him to work His great power through our weaknesses. 

"But this precious treasure . .. is held in perishable containers, 
that is in our weak bodies. So everyone can see that our glorious 
power is from God and is not our own" (2 Corinthians 4:7). 

-Andy and Natasha Lytle and their two sons, Caleb and 
Joshua, are preparing to serve as Global Partners missionaries 
in Russia. If you or your church would like to help support their 
ministry, send your tax deductible gifts to Global Partners for 
WM04-0305. 

I have become friends with some of the children, 
some of whom are believers. They are a great 
encouragement to me as I seek to reach out and 
bring others in. 

Most of the girls are 13-16 years old but act 
much younger. They live very hard lives; many 
of them are prostitutes. I teach them crafts and 
Tonya teaches them cross-stitch, hoping to 
distract them from their difficult lives. 

We are very thankful for our home church 
in Vladimir, Russia. They not only support us in 
prayer, but they also write us letters and help our 
ministry. For instance, when the club needed 
winter boots, our home church agreed to collect 
winter footwear to send. The church has also 
organized a bake sale and rummage sale to raise 
money for our ministry. They were able to pull 
together enough money to pay for our travel 
expenses to and from Odessa. Our church is 
glorious. We miss our beloved brothers and 
sisters! But we also know we are in the right 
place and that God is bringing to fruition the call 
He placed on our lives! 

Denis and Tonya Ermelov 
graduated from the Wesleyan 
Bible College in Vladimir, 
Russia, in 2003. They have 
actively served in the church 
in the areas of music, youth, 
and children's ministry. Their 
daughter Lada was born in July 2004. 11 
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Is being a Global Partner really fun for you? 
Absolutely. We started our missionary work in Papua 

New Guinea many years ago-more than we'd like to admit! 
It was a joy to be on the "front end" of introducing Jesus in 
that nation, and I think that experience helped us understand 
the primary goal that motivates us now-to work ourselves 
out of a job! The fun part is when you see foundational truths 
beginning to take hold in people's hearts , creating godly men 
and women who are the future of the Church. 

Ray and Gwen Akers 
(kft) pictured with Don 

and Joy Bray (right) 

Ray and Gwen Akers talk about their 
experiences as coordinators of the outreach 

from the Wesleyan Methodist Church of 
Australia to the Solomon Islands. 

Tell us about your ministry in the Solomon Islands. 
In 1998 the first conference of the Solomon Islands' 

Wesleyan Methodist Church was held. The original members 
had been part of another denomination and faced the challenge 
of lacking trained leaders. The Australian Wesleyan Methodist 
Church was invited to supervise the theological training 
of pastors for the emerging Church. In 1999 we were 
commissioned to serve the Solomon Islands Church by training, 
equipping, and enabling national leadership to carry out the 
ministry of the national Church. We had thought it would be 

simply a question of providing theological training, but we 
were faced with a situation that required basic evangelism. 

Today 's leaders have only been "born again" in the last 
five years. God is good. This year saw the election 

to office of godly, capable, and Spirit-filled men. 

What methods have you found to be 
effective? 

We use nonresidential workers , visiting 
the field two or three times each year and 
staying only three to four weeks at a 
time. Over the past six years we have 
taken or sent several teams to assist in 
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trauung. During the interim times, when we are not present, 
trainee pastors are busy teaching others what they have been 
taught. (See 2 Timothy 2:2.) We use a correspondence 
ministry to supplement these short-term visits. Ongoing 
education in church management, Christian living, and basic 
biblical knowledge is provided each year at different locations. 
Two older men from the Solomon Islands share the teaching 
load while we are there and while we are away. In addition, a 
young man is preparing to travel among the churches, teaching 
and assisting others with their correspondence lessons. 

Do short-term teams have a lasting effect on the 
Church? 

Yes! Here's an example. One short-term team conducted 
Evangelism Explosion training during a national youth 
convention. The impact of their visit is still being felt as 
youth realize they can play a significant role in growing their 
church. In fact, one group of eight young people in a small 
church worked hard to earn enough money to pay for a boat 
trip to an isolated, newly-planted church so they could teach 
others what they had learned. 

The fun part is when you see foundational truths 
beginning to take hold in people's hearts, creating 
godly men and women who are the future of the 
Church. ... Words cannot describe the joy we feel 
when we see the light of understanding dawn on 
their faces as God's truth "sinks in." 

Are you seeing people's daily lives transformed? 
We look forward to each return visit, eager to hear from 

students how their studies are changing their lives. We 
answer their questions . And words cannot describe the joy 
we feel when we see the light of understanding dawn on 
their faces as God's truth "sinks in." Their comments tell the 
full story-comments such as: "We've never heard this 
before," "We tried what you taught us and it worked," "So 
this is what it means to be a true believer in Christ," or "You 
mean we are actually supposed to live like this every day?" 

What are the challenges of short-term ministry? 
Our biggest challenge is to convince prospective teams of 

the necessity for training nationals to do the job. On our last 
trip a national pastor reminded us of this priority by quoting 
an old proverb: "Give a man a fish and you feed him for a 
day. Teach him how to fish and you feed him for life." 

Most of us tend to evaluate needs based on our own 
culture. For example, church buildings in the Solomon 
Islands are a far cry from most Western sanctuaries. A sago 
palm leaf building with rudimentary seating and poor lighting 
somehow seems less than adequate for a place of worship. 
Instinctive responses argue, "Let's provide proper materials 
and bring a team to build a 'real church."' But the truth is that 
gentle breezes and soft rain falling on a thatched roof is far 
better than the heat and noise generated by enclosed buildings 
with corrugated iron roofing in tropical climates. When we 
assume what is best for the national Church, we devalue their 
ability to determine and address true needs . And so our 
challenge is to make sure volunteers understand this issue 
fully before they leave for short-term ministry. 

In what practical ways can Wesleyans assist the 
emerging Church in the Solomon Islands? 

Printed materials for Sunday school and Bible study are 
in great demand. Again, we must remember the cross
cultural context. Seasonal materials are not useful ; the 
tropics do not have fall or winter! There is a great need for 
pictures illustrating Bible stories, for appropriate resource 
material, and for study Bibles in simpler English. Our task 
is to ground people in God's Word so they can withstand the 
onslaught from the Enemy often through the slick 
publications of the cults. 

Where do your recruits come from and how do 
these trips affect them? 

The AWSOM (Australian Wesleyans Serving Overseas 
Missions) teams come from across our districts in Australia, 
and , without exception, all have experienced a heightened 
awareness of the enormous task on the field. Some 
volunteers return for repeat visits. Across our churches, the 
task of praying for national leadership is being promoted. 
We continue to highlight one fact in short-term ministry. We 
are there for such a short time that whatever we do is of little 
value unless we train Solomon Islanders to preach , 
evangelize, teach, and lead others . 

What is the impact of intercessory prayer in this 
process? 

We simply cannot function without it. Teams going to the 
field are dependent on the prayers of home churches, but that 
is only a very small part of the prayer support that is needed 
to spread the kingdom of God in a place where sorcery and 
witchcraft have a stronghold. Great advances for God 's 
kingdom will happen when prayer is made continually for the 
Holy Spirit to bring conviction of sin in people's hearts and a 
hunger for God. When home churches begin to pray 
specifically for national pastors , evangelists , teachers , and 
leaders , God's kingdom is advanced 365 days of the year
not just for a few weeks or months when teams are present. 
[If you would like to pray regularly for the Solomon Islands, 
the Akers are happy to provide regular e-mail updates on 
request. Obtain these from ray.akers@bigpond.com.] 

If you were to do it all over again, would you do 
it the same way? 

Given our age and the conditions under which we operate, 
the answer is a qualified "Yes." Short-term ministry teams 
have tremendous value in advancing the work of God 's 
kingdom. The greatest need of the Church in the Solomon 
Islands is for people who will come to train a national worker 
in a church related skill, then continue to pray for, support, 
and encourage that worker as he or she does that task. 
Training is needed in skills such as how to have a personal 
quiet time, how to run family devotions, how to share your 
faith in a meaningful way. These skills, and others, need to 
be passed on by those who have a heart for God and a passion 
for ministry. Links that are formed and blessings that flow 
will impact the lives of generations to come. 

Ray and Gwen Akers served as missionaries in Papua New Guinea for over 
12 years. They were called to pastor several churches across three states 
in Australia and served on the faculty of Kingsley College and as district 
superintendent of the Southern District of the Australian Conference . They 
came out of retirement to continue ministry as theological educators 
for the Wesleyan Methodist Church of the Solomon islands. 
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Missions 

is not a 

recruitment 

project for 

God's labor 

force. It is a 

liberation 

project from 

the heavy 

burdens and 

hard yokes of 

other gods 

(Matthew 

11 :28-30). 

- John Piper 
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by Grace and Paul 

China has a population of over a billion people. One in every three non-Christians in the world is 
Chinese. China's economy and technology are advancing so rapidly that, in the last few years, China 
has become one of the world's leading economies. No wonder God is giving people a passion to reach 
this nation for Christ. We are two of them . . .. 

Where it all started 
Grace and I were the only Mandarin speaking 

Chinese pastors who attended the 2004 Wesleyan 
World Fellowship sessions held in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. During that conference, we experienced 
something very special. We saw the global effect of 
Wesleyan missions. We met pastors from all over the 
world who have been praying for China for more than 
20 years. We believe that God gave us this passion 
for China in response to their prayers . 

Our Lord has placed this mission before us, and 
we identify with John Wesley who said, "The world 
is my parish." 

Preparation for mission 
We both grew up in Taiwan, committed to Jesus 

and dedicated to God's purposes. More than anything 
else, we desired to be His servants in Kingdom work. 
All of our life experiences were preparing us for one 
thing. He was gently leading us step by step towards 
a mission in China. 

The Bible school I attended, Church Planting 
Evangelical Seminary, focused on outreach to 
nonbelievers, especially to the Chinese. Grace 
completed an M Div at China Evangelical Seminary 
which had a similar evangelistic focus . Rev. James 
Hudson ill, the founder, and his grandfather were also 
dedicated to a mission for China. After Grace graduated 
from seminary, she took on a secretarial job at Tao
Sheng Theological Seminary where they trained workers 
who were called to China. That was 
where she began to learn about the 
great spiritual needs of that nation. 

Ministry in New Zealand 
After graduating from 

seminary, God surprised us both 
by calling us to New Zealand, a 
place we had never considered 

visiting, much less becoming immigrants! At that 
time New Zealand's immigration policy was lenient; 
many Chinese were emigrating from mainline China. 
In 2000 , after two and a half years of residence, we 
started a church plant. Nearly all of our members are 
new immigrants from China. 

Even though we are Chinese by ethnicity, growing 
up in Taiwan gave us an entirely different way of 
thinking than our brothers and sisters who grew up in 
mainland China. As we began to learn more of their 
ways and understand them better, we have discovered 
a deep hunger for the gospel. Many have accepted 
Christ as their Lord and Savior. 

Opportunities in China 
Over the past few years we have seen the amazing 

work of the Lord among us as our Chinese brothers 
and sisters are being transformed by the grace of God. 
Some of them were only temporary residents in New 
Zealand and have returned to live in their homeland
and they have taken Jesus with them! As a result, 
some of their friends and neighbors are coming to 
know Christ. Former church members now live in 
many different locations all over mainland China. 
Some of them have connected with a local church, but 
others cannot meet regularly with other believers 
because there is no evangelical church in their area. 
And so they are calling out, "Come and help us!" 

Our mission trip 
Recently we headed for 

China for our first mission trip. 
During this trip we had a chance 
to preach the gospel. One of our 
stops was to a well-known 
enterprise. Because the CEO had 
encountered Jesus when he was in 

New Zealand, he organized all of his 
leaders and managers from all over 
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China to come and meet us so they could hear the gospel. 
Due to limited time, we went straight to the gospel 
message and used break time to pray for people who 
wanted help. God did many amazing things for us. Just 
as He said in the Bible, "And these signs will accompany 
those who believe ... " After the message we invited 
people to accept Jesus as their Savior. Eighty out of 100 
accepted Jesus; many were healed and released. 

God's amazing work 
Grace noticed one sister who was pregnant. She could 

not concentrate on what was being said. After a 
conversation, Grace realized this young woman had been 
in extreme back pain for several months. She had not been 
able to sit up properly, and sleep was almost impossible. 
We prayed for her. The following day she stood in the 
crowd and told everyone that Jesus had healed her! 

Another sister had been consumed by hate for over ten 
years; she lived in misery. We prayed for her. The 
following day she reported that all her anger and hatred 
had disappeared. Praise the Lord! 

I believe this is only a start. The Lord will continue to 
do His amazing work in China. Although the government 
is very restrictive and persecution persists in some areas, 
we will not be stopped by this. We will continue to 
spread the Gospel. 

During Communist rule it was tough to be a Christian. 
But from this hardship have come individuals who are 
strong and resilient- great attributes for missionaries. 
Not only is it their vision to spread the gospel in China, 
but they want to make China a base for spreading the 
gospel to Middle Eastern countries whose people are 
friendly with the Chinese. What a great opportunity! 
This is our goal. This is our passion. 

God's work begins and ends with prayer 
The harvest is indeed plenteous, but the laborers are 

few. "Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he 
will send forth labourers into his harvesf' (Matthew 9:38). 
It is time for us to pray. 

• Pray that more lives will be converted in New 
Zealand. 

• Pray that more people to be trained and equipped 
for mission work. 

• Pray for the safety of Christians in China. 
• Pray for local support for the ministry of 

missionaries. · 

Grace and Paul are pseudonyms. 

N 
ew Zealand's two main islands lie in the South 

Pacific waters like clasps keeping Asia from 

drifting away to Antarctica. As if it were the 

planet's best kept secret, New Zealand was the last place 

on earth to be permanently settled by humans. Settlers 

came by canoe, then sailing ship. Today they are 

disgorged from the bellies of huge jets, corning from all 

over the globe. 
In the middle of this setting, Paul and his wife, Grace, 

live out a reversal of the Great Commission. They do not 

have to go to the nations. God sends the nations to them! 

Although the population of New Zealand could slide 
into one of the provinces of China with scarcely a 

ripple, Chinese are drawn here by commerce and 

education. Some of them find, as if He were the 

planet's best kept secret, their Savior. Through the 

caring friendship of Pastors Paul and Grace and their 

congregation, people who have never heard Jesus' 

name encounter Him! The living Christ heals them, 

restores broken relationships, and gives meaning to life 

beyond the pursuit of money. They experience deeply 
loving relationships in the body of Christ. No wonder 

their worship is spine-tingling! 

The winds of commerce blow both ways. These new 

Christians must return to their homes. Like infants torn 
away from a loving family, they scatter all over China. 

They grieve for the church; the church misses them. 

Pastor Paul tells about the day his frustration at 

always losing members turned into joy when he realized 

he was sending missionaries! Everything changed that 

day! Vision, mission, and strategies were transformed. 

Theirs may never become a mega-church. It is not a 

gathering church; it is a scattering church. 

In one city, friends gathered their business leaders 

from other areas for spiritual training. Although initially 

cautious, people began to share their hurts and needs in 

personal conversations. Marriages were suffering 

because of long separations due to business priorities. 

People talked about broken relationships, anger, hurt, 

continued on page 22 
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The civil rebel war in Sierra 
Leone raged for ten long years. 
When it was finally over in 

1998, our family relocated to 
Gambia. While there, God called us 
to become missionaries to Senegal . 
We began an outreach to the Muslim 
community named Ministere 
International du Royaume Chretien. 
We began by holding small home 
group fellowship meetings. Other 
ministries included giving to the 
needy, offering training sessions, and 
evangelistic work. 

God blessed in many ways. 
World Hope International supplied 
computers so that Christians and 
non-Christians alike could receive 
training. A sewing ministry emerged 
and many women learned sewing 
skills. Literacy classes 

to seNeoaL 
provided opportunity for people to 
learn to read and write in French, 
English, and the local language. 

The ministry expanded to include 
outreach to the handicapped and 
orphans. We established a feeding 
program for street kids. These kids are 
left out on the street first thing in the 
morning around 5:30 A.M. following 
the mosque's morning call to prayer 
and remain on the streets until dusk. 
They beg all day to give money to 
their marabous, men who learn the 
Koran and become clairvoyants. At 
the end of the day they try to beg 
leftover food from people in the 
community. They put the leftovers all 
together in one big bowl, without 
heating it, and then 

eat the contents together. If they do 
not come home with any food or 
money, they are severely flogged. 
They sleep on the floor of a big 
parlor rented by the marabous. The 
street children are condemned to this 
daily life of suffering until they 
become old enough to become 
marabous themselves . Then the 
terrible cycle continues. We tried our 
best to represent Jesus to them 
through distributing clothing, praying 
with them, and providing daily 
needs . As Jesus said, "I tell you the 
truth, whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers of mine, you 
did for me" (Matthew 25:40 NIV). 

By 2002 the group had expanded 
enough to begin the process of 
becoming an established church. A 
building was rented, regular services 
were held, and the congregation 
continued to grow. 

The Wesleyan Church of Sierra 
Leone became the proud mother of 
the emerging church in Senegal. Rev. 
Joseph Conteh, Rev. Santigie Kanu, 
and Rev. Solomon Sesay were present 
for the inauguration of the Senegal 
Wesleyan Church in October 2003. 

Following that event, we continued 
to use the small space available, but 
after four months we needed more 
room. We were able to add more 
chairs, provide an organ altar, and build 
a tent to expand the church to 
accommodate more people. A choir 
was formed, youth ministry expanded, 
and the women's fellowship became 
vibrant and active in service. Men 
joined in full force as well. 



On June 13, 2005, tragedy struck. 
Fire damaged the church building , as 
well as destroying two bedrooms of 
the parsonage. The film projector, 
video player, and CD player were 
burned beyond repair. In addition, 
most of our personal things were 
destroyed, including furnishings , 
clothing, our marriage certificate, 
college ordination certificates, and 
our son's passport. 

This all happened while I 
(Victoria) was in Singapore 
representing The Wesleyan Church in 
the Haggai Institute Leadership 
Seminary for one month . I returned 

home and couldn 't even find the bed 
in my bedroom! But my husband, 
James , quickly raised funds to repair 
and paint all the buildings again, and 
today they stand to God's glory. 

Shortly after the buildings were 
completed, we asked The Wesleyan 
Church of Sierra Leone for a leave of 
absence to do further studies at 
Denver seminary (U.S.A.). They 
granted a letter of transfer. We are 
currently worshiping with believers at 
the First Wesleyan Church in Denver, 
Colorado. God is using Victoria as a 
member of the choir to preach 
through songs. We know God has 

His hand on all that has happened in 
our lives , and we know that He will 
take care of the future as well. 

Today we thank God that the 
Wesleyan church in Dakar, Senegal, 
is flourishing. A strong local church 
board has the vision to reach out into 
neighboring villages. The mission 
continues! Please pray that the 
people of this congregation will 
enjoy God's blessing as they walk in 
obedience to spread the Word of God 
in that place. Pray that they will 
remain strong and victorious and 
grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

A NEW CHURCH IN CAMEROON byje1ry Man:.-a,·1r:g 

Z ambia, the oldest Wesleyan 
mission field in Central Africa, 

where 15,000 worshipers gather in 
Wesleyan churches every Sunday 
morning, has captured a vision for 
evangelizing in neighboring nations. 
Ten years ago Zambian Wesleyans 
reached out to the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC) through affiliation with 
established churches there. Today 
nearly 100 Wesleyan churches are 
filled with approximately 3 ,000 
worshipers each Sunday. 

Two years ago, after serving 
for many years as national 
superintendent of the Church in 
the DRC, God directed Rev. 
Kasweshi Buta-Bukomo to 
continue his education at the 
faculte du Theologie Prostestant, 
de Younde, Cameroon. While 
there, he began meeting with a 
group of people on Sunday 
afternoons and, occasionally, 
during the week. The group grew to 
around twelve people. When he 
reported this to the Church in the 
DRC, they became excited about the 
possibility of planting a church in 
Cameroon . 

As they reflected on this 
opportunity, it became apparent that it 
would be difficult for Rev. Kasweshi to 
plant a church at the same time he was 

fulfilling his responsibilities as a full
time student. As a result, the Church 
appointed Rev. David Kajila and his 
wife, Cecille, to serve as missionaries 
from the DRC to Cameroon . 

Pastor David and his family arrived 
in Younde in May 2005. They began 
their ministry by renting a home and 
holding meetings in their living room. 

The Kajilafamil~ 

In a recent letter Pastor David wrote: 

The church is fine , although 
the papers are not ready, but we 
are still meeting every Tuesday 
for prayer (the committee only) 
and on Thursday for the Bible 
study where many people of other 
churches are joining us. The 
ladies are meeting on Saturday 

and 40 members gather to 
worship each Sunday. We are 
still holding services in our home. 

Continue to pray for us. 
From Monday to Friday I do 
follow-up in people 's homes. 
Pray for my wife, Cecile. God is 
using her gift of evangelism as 
she goes door to door offering 
the hope of the gospel. Pray for 
God's blessing to rest on her 
ministry and that people's lives 
will be changed through the 
blood of Jesus . 

Funds for ministry in this emerging 
church are greatly needed. In addition 
to praying, if God asks you to 
contribute financially, you may do so by 
giving to any of the following approved 
projects: National Ministry Shares 
(WM05-0207); Cameroon Church 
Property (WM06-1187); Cameroon 
Office Equipment (WM06-1186). 

Jerry and Jody Manwaring 
recently returned to Southern 
Africa where Jerry serves as 
the Africa area administrator 
and the Central Africa 
regional director. Jerry and 
Jody have been Global 

Partners ' missionaries in Haiti (1993-96) and 
in Africa (1997-current). 
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Africa has entered into a new era of mission 
multiplication that is no longer driven by the 
vision of western missionaries. This is both 

exciting and perplexing. Clearly, the African Church has 
reached a new level of maturity and vigor-a success for 
early missionaries! However, what role remains for the 
North American Church and for Global Partners? Is our 
missionary responsibility finished for this continent and 
others? Are we to be denied an ongoing part in the 
harvest for which our forefathers prepared? 

The short answer is , "No." We can still play an 
essential role in mission, but that role has changed. The 
longer answer involves a discussion about how to share 
resources in this new partnership. 

The use of all available resources to initiate a new 
mission field is not usually questioned. Questions start 
when the mission field has achieved some level of maturity. 
At that point, sometimes painful decisions must be made 
about the Church's ability to fund its own ministries. In 
fact, at that stage the continuation of nonstrategic 
international funding ceases to help, but rather limits the 
healthy development of the national Church. The emerging 
Church may remain in a state of dependency instead of 
taking responsibility for its own needs. 

Other factors involved in unhealthy, prolonged 
support systems include retaining control through 
distribution of funds and allowing missionary personnel 
to remain when national workers could and should do 
the work. 

During a recent summit of Southern African Church 
leaders , one delegation stated that they sometimes retain 
missionary personnel because the Church saw that as 
the only way to continue to receive international 
funding . Missionaries do have access to international 
donor churches that provide funds for their support and 
ministry, but hanging onto this method of fundraising 
does not produce an empowered church. In fact , it has 
the opposite effect. 

To achieve any degree of an indigenous nature, the local 
church must be free of outside control . ... In most cases, 
if not all, foreign subsidy detracts from the self-image 
and self-functioning of churches and results in 
dependency. Self-support should not, however, be the 
primary goal of missions. The goal should be a viable, 
self-reliant, self-sustaining church that through its own 
strength and resources can minister to its people. 
(Smith 1998:445).' 

So are there ways that we can continue to share 
resources that will assist the national Church beyond 
dependency and on to full participation in the 
international arena? I believe there are two distinct 
phases in mission relationships . The scaffolding phase 
is where resources are used to develop the new church. 
If missions is done correctly, the partnering phase 
occurs when resources are used in partnership with the 
new church to reach out to a third party. 

Phase I Phase 2 

In the scaffolding phase, a paternal relationship exists 
between a mature body and an immature body. The 
mission agency carries the authority and responsibility for 
development, creating a hierarchical relationship. However, 
in the partnering phase, both bodies learn a new way of 
relating as peers based on the knowledge that each needs 
the other to adequately reach out to the third group. 
Learning to accept responsibility is part of maturity, and 
responsibility cannot be passed on to the emerging church 
unless real authority is released. 

Partnership is a very helpful term, yet it is often 
misused. A partnership should include two parties who 
can relate as peers and work together as each 
contributes. When a stronger group is simply helping a 
weaker group, as in the scaffolding phase, it is not a 
true partnership. One is the giver and the other is the 
receiver. 

Dr. Tom Steffen provides a helpful description of 
partnerships developed around a shared vision and 
shared responsibility. 

A common vision serves as the driving force behind 
effective strategic partnerships. Partners negotiate a 
vision statement, and organizational structure to fulfill 
it. They agree upon assigned roles and rules that foster 
complementary participation. Every member shares in 
the risks without compromising their divine call or 
corporate values. (Steffen 2000:727).2 



Care should be taken not to confuse "mature" with 
"self-sufficient." The Church should always be 
insufficient in itself to the task ... until the whole 
world is won! The North American Church is 
insufficient to the task of world evangelism just as 
much as the Liberian Church is insufficient to the task. 
One country may have available personnel; another 
may have available financial resources; another may 
have linguistic and cultural abilities; another may have 
a more consistent habit of prayer. 

Partnering is bringing together varied resources for 
the purpose of achieving what would otherwise be 
insurmountable for any one group. It is not a 
contradiction to be mature and still need assistance. 
One might argue that true maturity is being able to 
identify and acknowledge where assistance is stiU 
needed. All of us can use some assistance ... at any 
stage of development! Nonetheless, it is a 
contradiction to be mature and still want others to do 
what one is capable of doing oneself. 

Scriptures teach the interdependence of believers 
within the Body of Christ, not crippling dependency 
nor extreme individualism. Christian workers from 
every cultural heritage are obligated to build that 
interdependence within the international church, 
avoiding patterns that lead to either extreme. (Smith 
2000:270).3 

Unless the Church and mission leadership have a 
clear vision of the goal of missions, and unless they 
also recognize which phase the mission relationship 
has reached at any given time, the discussion about 
sharing resources is destined for confusion. 

Sometimes the lines are blurred and hard to define 
because the scaffolding and partnership phases are 
not mutually exclusive. There is a progression 
between them, and it is quite possible for both to be 
occurring at the same time . A mission agency may be 
providing scaffolding in the areas of administration 
and Bible college training, while simultaneously 
partnering with the same field in an evangelistic 
thrust into a new province or in mission outreach into 
a neighboring country. This is when the relationship 
enters into that stressful period of changing roles, the 
same as a father and son go through as the son 
becomes a man. This transitional period can be 
managed more effectively if the transition is achieved 
as quickly as possible. 

If this transition goes beyond one generation of 
leadership, growing unrest can be expected from 
emerging leadership who has looked forward to self
governing. A former Global Partners missionary to 
Africa told me about one such time when an emerging 
leader stood in a public meeting to express his 
feelings . "You give us the goat," he said, "but you 
hold on to the rope." 

When true partnership is achieved, both parties 
contribute their resources to the goal of reaching a 
third party. The originating agency contributes from 
its strength and the new church contributes from its 
strength. Both are empowered to do together what 
they would never do alone. 

For example, Global Partners may provide 
financial assistance while an African church provides 
personnel. The result is a new mission field in a 
location where American personnel could not easily 
enter and where an African church could not 
financially sustain a presence. The mission agency 
that sets out to empower a mission field is empowered 
in return . 

The name of Global Partners embodies who we are
a mission agency committed to partnership. Thank God 
for the ways He is helping our organization to truly 
empower the nations of the world to fulfiU the Great 
Commission. As we grow in understanding of true 
partnerships, our global vision of Transformed Lives -
Powerful Churches will come to pass in many more 
nations of the earth. 

Lindsay Cameron serves as area 
director for Global Partners in 
Africa. He and his wife, Rosalea, 
and two sons live in Brisbane, 
Australia. 

I Smith, E 1998. Introduction to the strategy and methods of missions . 
in Missiology: an introduction to the foundations, history, and strategies 
of world missions, J Terry, E Smith & J Anderson (eds). Nashville: 
Broadrnan & Holman. 

2 Steffen, T 2000. Partnership . in Evangelical Dictionary of World 
Missions, A Moreau (ed). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker. 

3 Smith , D 2000. Dependency. in Evangelical Dictionary of World 
Missions, A Moreau (ed). Grand Rapids , MI: Baker. 
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Our Lord's 
love makes 
itself seen 

quite as 
much in the 
simplest of 
souls as in 

the most 
highly gifted, 

as long as 
there is no 
resistance 

offered to his 
grace. After 

all, the whole 
point of love 

is making 
yourself small. 
- Therese of Usieux (1898) 

Partnership 

New Partnerships. 
The Northwest District of The Wesleyan Church 

has established a JESUS film team partnership with the 
Philippines. This team will be trained and launched in 
the spring of 2006. The churches in the south Florida 
zone of the Florida District are partnering with a new 
team to be launched in Colombia in 2006. This brings 
the number of churches and districts sponsoring teams 
to seven. These partners include Linwood (SD), 
Heritage (IL), Brookside (PA), College Wesleyan (IN), 
and Bonita (CA). 

The Lord's Business. 
During the General Conference 2004 in Grand 

Rapids, Michigan, a JESUS film booth was set up , 
primarily to give out information to North American 
constituents. But the booth became a place where 
international delegates would go to plead for a team in 
their country. The national superintendent from a 
nation in Asia spent three hours one day trying to 
convince me that they needed a team. I was 
convinced, but there was no funding. I kept saying, 
"When we have a partnership, we can fund a team. 
There are no funds." 

In 2005 he returned to the States to finish a course 
he was doing at Asbury Seminary. Again he asked to 
meet with me. He had a full plan and budget 
prepared. A leadership team had been selected and a 
vision was laid out in a neatly typewritten 
"application." My answer was the same. "No 
partner, no funds. No funds, no team." 

But, after arriving back home, I felt convicted that 
this team needed to be started-with or without a 

Giving 
•• • • ••• •• 

by John Connor 

• • • ••• •• 

partnership . So we set a date for training and launch, 
with no partnership funding in sight. 

In November 2005 a local businessman asked me 
to go out to lunch with him. This is something I can 
handle. After lunch he began to ask about the JESUS 
film ministry. He told me how God had blessed his 
business and of his desire to give something back to 
the Kingdom. Immediately I understood God's plan. 
His business will be sponsoring the JESUS film team 
in that Asian nation. God is good! 

Pray for this new JESUS film team which will be 
trained and launched soon. This nation in Asia is a 
country which is 98% Buddhist. Conversion to a 
different religion is frowned upon by family members 
and by current political leaders. Pray for courage and 
protection for team members and for the quickening 
of the Spirit in people's hearts as they view the film. 

Net Caster. 
Each month the testimonies of God's leadership 

and help , which are received from JESUS film teams 
around the world, are compiled and available inane
mail newsletter entitled Net Caster. You may sign up 
to receive this regular, encouraging update by going 
to the Global Partners ' web site at 
www.praygivego.com or by e-mailing your request to 
gphm@wesleyan .org. Donations will not be 
requested , and you will not be put on any other e-mail 
list (unless requested by you). This is simply a praise 
communication so that you can rejoice at what God is 
doing through the JESUS film ministry. 

For example, here is a recent story that is typical 
of the amazing reports we receive each month: 



JESUS FILM CLIPS JESUS FILM CLIPS JESUS FILM CLIPS JESUS FILM C 

Central Mozambique. 
Alfredo is a chief. He walked over 30 miles to get to 

Chimoio, intent on the purpose of locating a church that 
preaches the true word of God. In God 's providence he met 
some of the members of The Wesleyan Church who 
witnessed to him about Christ the Savior. He responded by 
accepting Christ as his Savior. Concerned for his people , 
Chief Alfredo stated: "Some have given their lives to 
drunkenness and drugs. Many are dying as a result of this 
evil environment. I am concerned about the people I lead 
because there is no peace among them." 

The JESUS film team went to his area where 302 people 
had an opportunity to see the film. Two hundred and one 
people received Christ as their personal Savior. Fifty-six 
people made commitments to attend and be members of The 
Wesleyan Church. The chief showed his generosity by 
offering a place where a church may be built. 

Through the showing of the film, a new church has been 
planted in Inhaminzwa where the great power of God was 
experienced. Many people received Christ as the Lord and 
Savior of their lives. Joaquirn, the secretary of the 
Inharnizwa location , received Christ. People were so excited 
to hear about Jesus that they did not want to leave. Joaquim 

THE POWER OF o:PE THE PO OF ONE 

offered land with mango trees . Th 
church will be built. At the first 
Sunday service, all those who had 
made commitments to become 
members of The Wesleyan Churc 
showed up to worship. 

- reported by Mosises Magaia, 
team leader 

NOTE: Between January 2005 
and September 2005, 35 new 
churches have been started in 
Mozambique as a direct result of]ESUS 
film team activity. District leaders are rejoicing in this 
marvelous movement of God. They are asking for prayer 
as follow-up and discipleship programs are launched. 

Dr. John Connor serves as the director of the JESUS 
Film Partnership of Global Partners. He and his wife, 
Marge, live in Indianapolis, Indiana, and worship at 
Eastlawn Wesleyan Church. 

The Difference That Peace Makes by Jen Boerema 

Last year, as a volunteer with World Hope International in Split, 
Croatia, I taught English to adults. I went with high expectations 

about sharing my faith since I had heard so many stories from other 
English teachers. For the first few months, however, I was only able 
to mention my relationship with God once or twice. My class did 
not seem interested in deeper discussions. I worried that I was not 
doing enough. 

"God," I mused, "I love my students and we have such a great 
time together! Spending time with them is one of the favorite parts 
of my week. But when will they begin to see something different in 
me? Am I doing everything I should?" 

Week after week we studied and had fun together. I prayed for 
any chance to be Jesus to my students. Then one night, just before 
the end of the last semester, our discussion topic was "Stress and 
Peace of Mind." We talked about little ways to work off stress, and 
then they rated their own stress levels. While small group 
discussions were taking place, I finally heard the question I had been 
hoping to hear. "Jen, what about you? Are you stressed or 
peaceful?" 

I smiled and tried to contain the butterflies in my stomach. How 
much should I say? I wondered quietly. Outwardly, I composed 
myself and said, "Well, I do get stressed, but the things that stress 
me are just on the surface. I always have an inner peace deep inside 
that doesn't change." 

"Yeah," someone said, "You look like that." 
Finally someone had noticed! But that was just the beginning. 

As we continued the discussion, I asked if anyone had ideas for 
permanent peace of mind. A few people offered ideas for short-term 

stress relief, but no one thought lasting peace was even possible. I 
grinned and said, "Well, I do think you can find permanent peace 
because I've got it!" 

No one said anything for a few seconds, and then I heard the 
next question I had been eagerly anticipating: "How?" 

I know I was beaming as I finally was able to tell them about my 
relationship with Jesus Christ. "He's the only way I know of to have 
permanent peace," I explained, "and the only way I can sleep at 
night and not worry. He's the reason I have purpose and meaning in 
my life." It felt so good to let them in on my "secret!" We talked 
about religious tradition versus relationship with God , what I do 
when I make mistakes, and other questions that they raised. 

As I cleaned up after everyone left, I told God how excited I was. 
The months of building trust had paid off with an authentic 
conversation and an open place for questions. It was as if God said, 
"See, Jen. You did everything you were supposed to do. You were 
yourself and that's all they needed to see. The rest is up to Me." 

None of my students accepted Christ before I left, but I know 
that God made a difference in their lives through me. I pray for 
them every day, and I have peace because He loves them even more 
than I do. 

Jen Boerema returned from Croatia in September 2005. She 
hopes to return to Croatia this summer to spend time with her 
English students and friends . One of her favorite souvenirs is 
the web site she created while in Split (wwwjenboerema.com). 
She currently studies journalism at Michigan State University 
and plans to continue working with churches and missionaries 

to improve communication. 



Restorinq 
rnntiooed Guatemala 

Global Partners ; PO Box 50434; 
Indianapolis IN 46250. Please mark 
the account number WM06-1194 on 
the check and in the memo area 
please write "Hurricane Relief." For 
information on possible short-term 
mission team trips to Guatemala, 
please contact Sarah Poythress at 
spoythress@newlifewes.org or 240-
642-0244. 

family members sitting on top of the 
remnants of where their loved ones had 
lived before the mudslides. We prayed 
with them and offered words of 
encouragement and comfort. So much 
pain. So much loss. We take comfort 
in the knowledge that our God is great 
enough to fill all these needs . 

Several needs have become quite 
apparent since Stan ripped across 
Guatemala. One is food. It will take 
months to pick up the first harvest 
because the fields are saturated with 
mud and covered with huge rocks and 
boulders . Just cleaning these fields 
will take several months. Donations 
are needed to buy more food to 
distribute to these people. The 
Guatemalan government is now 
concerned that conditions are such that 

the country could suffer from a famine . 
Physical reconstruction of a house 

is possible for $1,200 and 3 1/2 days of 
work. Today, 80 percent of the people 
affected by the storm are living with 
another family or in public buildings. 
The most important need of spiritual 
reconstruction is underway. On 
December 13, 2005, we were able to 
take small toys to the seven Wesleyan 
churches of the Lake Atitlan area. 
These toys were for the little ones who 
lost parents, family members, homes , 
everything-and probably would not 
get anything else for Christmas . 

You can be a part of the ongoing 
physical and spiritual reconstruction 
by sending a contribution or by going 
with a short-term mission team. 
Contributions may be sent to 

Please keep the people of 
Guatemala lifted in your prayers as 
they struggle to rebuild their homes , 
villages, and lives. We know that with 
God's help, all things are possible. 

Luis F. Martinez is 
the founder of 
IMPACTO, Luis F. 
Martinez Spanish 
Ministries , and a 
missionary 

evangelist to the Spanish-speaking world 
through Global Partner. He has been 
preaching the gospel of Christ for over 25 
years. He and his wife, Dinora, have two 
daughters, Andrea and Ana. 

Knowing that their small group has a big purpose in the heart 

of God, this congregation has a unique passion and focus. 

Pastors Paul and Grace take discipling and ministry training 
very seriously. New Christians are taught to fast and pray, to 

worship, to understand the Scriptures , and to share their faith. 

They experience the power of intercessory prayer for each other. 
They learn how to love one another deeply from the heart. 

They learn what it is like to be part of a "mobile church," for 

even this congregation as yet has no permanent home. 
There is a sense of urgency throughout the congregation. 

distrust, and loneliness. Some were struggling with physical 

illness. They did not know where to tum for answers. 
Pastor Grace is a trained counselor. As she and her husband 

skillfully listened, shared Scripture, and prayed, God 
worked! Christ's power was shown in physical and 

emotional healing. It became evident that what Pastors Paul 
and Grace were talking about was not just another 

philosophy. Sixty people put their faith in Christ. 

For many members this is only a sojourn. Their time to be 

nurtured is limited . Soon they will return to their homes far 
away from the church that gave them new life in Christ. They 

must be equipped not only to stand firm, but to allow the 
power of Christ to create new groups through their witness. 
This church is not about business as usual. It is about being 

part of God's work to accomplish His own great purpose. 
And they know He will go to great lengths to do it. He 

will send people to the end of the earth and back again, 
bearing with them a precious seed. They will return with the 

best kept secret on earth- the mystery of God in Christ, 

bringing the world to Himself. 
Over a 21-day period Christ opened many doors. Now the 

New Zealand congregation has significant extension ministry. 
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GLOBAL 
PERSPECTIVE 

AN INDIAN PERSPECTIVE 

T 
here has been much debate 
recently on a proper 
understanding of self-denial. 

The kind of subservience we see in 
Indian women as a wife, as taught by 
the Church, is often linked with 
spirituality. But this kind of self
denial that brings about a total 
obliteration of one's personhood is not 
the kind that Jesus talked about when 
He said, "If anyone will come after 
Me, let him deny himself, take up his 
cross and follow Me" (Luke 9:23). In 
a culture where one in authority uses 
power to exploit those below, a 
Christian servant leader will not do so, 
but mature themselves as they give 
others space to grow. They seek to 
empower and develop their potential 
for leadership through selfless service. 

The body of Christ lives by giving 
itself away- bread, broken and 
distributed to others, or as leaven, lost 
in the dough , or as salt being absorbed 
by the very thing it flavors. Our own 
ego seeks supremacy, autonomy and 
power in our own terms. In our 
modem world we find ourselves 
trapped between what we have been 
called to do and what we want to do . 

These qualities have been reflected 
by women leaders of the past. Among 
many others, those of national and 
international fame are: Pandita 
Ramabai, who served among the 
women and especially the child 

BY JULIET THOMAS 

I have set you an example that 
you should do as I have done 
for you. I tell you the truth , 
no servant is greater than his 
master, nor is a messenger 

greater than the one who sent 
him. Now that you know 

these things, you will be 
blessed if you do them. 

John 13:15-17 NIV 

widows; Amy Carmichael, who served 
to alleviate the misery of orphans in 
Tirunveli, South India; Mother Teresa, 
who labored tirelessly to mitigate the 
suffering of the destitute elderly in 
Kolkata (Calcutta). They sought no 
recognition or fame, but are among the 
most loved and honored women in 
India today. 

Leadership is a way of loving 
sacrifice, motivated by selfless love that 
considers the good of others always. 
Indian women leaders characteristically 
need to go beyond the personal and 
private to encompass not only their 
own families, but also the Church. 
They need to look beyond gender to 
embrace humanity as a whole. Women 
leaders need to recognize that God 
intended men and women to 

complement and complete one another. 
They are thus called to exercise 
leadership in community and not in 
isolation. In this manner, the "image of 
God" is reflected in love and harmony, 
in the contexts of family and Church in 
which they are placed. 

"Created in the image" of three 
self-giving Persons of the triune God, 
we are called to live in solidarity with 
others in the community, not for 
ourselves alone. Therefore, what we 
do governs everything about our 
relationship to the life in the world. If 
we truly believe that we are daughters 
and sons in the family of God, then we 
have a responsibility to nurture this 
sisterhood and brotherhood within this 
family. We, the Church, are called and 
gifted by God to give space to one 
another, to help us grow and develop 
in unity, love by the giving away of 
ourselves for the good of others. We 
will gather to be fed, and scatter to be 
food of others, to be Jesus in our 
world. 

-Adapted with permission from World 
Evangelization and Christian Leadership - A 
Festschrift in honour of the Rev. Dr. Samuel T. 
Kamaleson, edited by J. T. K. Daniel. The above 
was written by Juliet Thomas, president, Thara: 
Holistic Devewpment of Women, Bangawre. 
Published by the India Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge (ISPCK), Delhi, India, 
©2005, pgs.180-189. 
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Liberia. Elections for a new 
national government were 
completed in November 2005 
largely without incident Ellen 
Johnson-Sirleaf was elected, 
becoming Africa's first female 
president This peaceful transition 
to an elected government has been 
gratefully welcomed by Wesleyan 
Church leaders in Liberia. Pray for 
Rev. Wheigar and The Wesleyan 
Church leadership as they work to 
reach out to rural parts of Liberia. 

Mozambique. This year, through 
the help of Bible school students 
and the JESUS film teams, 39 new 
churches were planted. Abel Nove, 
a recent Bible school graduate, has 
planted three churches in the 
northern Mozambican provinces of 
Nampula and Cabo Delgado. God 
is working miracles. At least 22 
new students from northern 
Mozambique will attend Bible 
school this year. Pray for Rev. 
Graca Nhathelo, national 
superintendent, and Rev. Filipe 
Macaringue, principal of the Xai-Xai 
Bible College, as they provide 
spiritual leadership in these days of 
exploding growth and God 's 
outpoured blessing . 

Sierra Leone. In 2005 Pastor 
Paul Samura completed his 
master's studies in Nigeria and 
returned to Sierra Leone to serve in 
The Wesleyan Church. Pray for his 
family as they transition to 
reestablish a home in Freetown. 
Pray for Rev. Solomon Sesay, 
former national director for 
evangelism and assistant national 

superintendent of The Wesleyan 
Church in Sierra Leone, as he 
begins post-graduate studies in 
Ghana. Pray that he will be a 
blessing to the Ghanaian Wesleyan 
Standard Church in their transition 
to denominational structures. Pray 
for his family who remain in 
Freetown. 

Swaziland. Emmanuel Wesleyan 
Bible College (EWBC) celebrated 
the completion of the 2005 school 
year on November 6 by graduating 
certificate, diploma and degree 
students. In addition, four students 
received their BTh degrees through 
the joint program run by EWBC and 
Hebron College of South Africa. At 
the graduation ceremony, the 
students gave an astonishing 
demonstration of God's faithfulness 
as they presented almost 9,000 
Rands (US $1300) from the annual 
student faith promise. These funds 
were sent via World Hope South 
Africa to the tsunami appeal for the 
Church in Sri Lanka. 

ASIA: Pal,/ Turne' 

GP Area Director 

Central India. The Wesleyan 
leprosy hospital held its centenary 
celebration October 6-9, 2005. Dr. 
Panga, hospital director and agent 
for Global Partners in India, 

dignitaries from across 
India and North America to 
participate in the 
celebration. A dream for 
the institution is to open a 
training school for children 
whose parents are former 
leprosy patients. An artist's 
rendition of a leper's hand 
reaching out for mercy was 

dedicated and stands at the front 
entrance of the campus. All who 
enter understand to a greater extent 
the plea of those who are too often 

of Kyushu. Pray for Bible Training 
College students in Yokohama who 
are preparing for ministry. 

Sri Lanka. Dr. Thomas Armiger 
and Area Director Paul Turner 
declared a new developing district 
with four churches. Rev. Cedric 
was named district superintendent, 
with 43 covenant members, 19 
community members, and 405 
worshipers in the records. These 
faithful believers often encounter 
persecution for their faith. New 
laws make it a crime to convert 

Dedication of the statue depicting a leper's hand reaching out for mercy 

told there is no hope of recovery. In from one faith to another. Pray for 
Christ, all who come can receive His this emerging Church as they 
grace and truly be blessed. minister in a country that is still 

Japan. During the Christmas 
season, Immanuel churches found 
unique ways to present the story of 
Jesus' birth. This year the Bible 
Training College sent out 30,000 
invitations to friends and neighbors 
inviting them to attend several 
nights of drama depicting the 
nativity. People were introduced to 
the Savior in this nonthreatening 
setting. Pray for Nagasaki believers 
who have a burden for their island 

rebuilding following the trauma of 
the December 26, 2004, tsunami. 

EUROPE: De'""' L'.' n 11r 
GP Area 01·ector 

Germany. Steve and Ruth 
Martinez, tentmakers in Stuttgart, 
Germany, are in their second year 
of building relationships with their 
neighbors and seeing God at work 
in their lives. As a result of their 
faithful witness, they began to 



hold Sunday services in their 
home in October 2005. Using the 
cell group model, a Wednesday 
night cell group wi ll serve as the 
heart of their ministry. Wednesday 
night sessions will center around 
the theme of the purpose-driven 
life . An English conversation 
group meets on Thursday 
evenings. Tuesday and Friday 
nights are given to visitation, and 
Saturdays are devoted to prayer 
and Bible study. 

Pray for this emerging 
congregation in Stuttgart. Pray for 
wisdom in moving to larger facilities 
in the future. Pray for all those who 
are involved in cell groups. Pray 
that those who are introduced to 
Jesus will respond with genuine 
repentance and experience lives 
transformed by grace. 

LATIN AMERICA 
;:;: l'\ •• t?)_,_ ( ;J ~'l c1 :J 't'( ""1.)' 

VII Latin American Missions 
Conference. The Seventh Latin 
American Missions Conference 
was held October 31-November 4, 
2005, in Puebla, Mexico. A total 
of 130 leaders representing 13 
nations came together, at their 
own expense, to worship and pray 
together and to seek God's face 
for the future of missions from 
Latin America to the rest of the 
world. The Evangelical Pilgrim 
Church of Mexico (The Wesleyan 
Church in Mexico) hosted the 
conference under the direction of 
Rev. Martin Torres, national 
superintendent. The opening night 

featured a parade of flags followed 
by a challenging message given by 
General Superintendent Dr. Jerry 
Pence. Anita Carrion, former district 
superintendent of The Wesleyan 
Church in Peru, gave a stirring 
message calling the Latin 
American/Caribbean Church to 
prayer as they 
begin sending 
out 
missionaries to 
other 
continents. 
Following her 
message, 
several 
individuals 
testified to a 
definite call to 
represent 
Jesus in a different nation, some to 
unevangelized nations in the Middle 
East. Anita will be leaving soon to 
become the first Latin American 
Wesleyan missionary to Equatorial 
Guinea, Africa. (See Anita s story on 
pages 6-7.) 

Dr. Don Bray, general director of 
Global Partners, challenged 
JIBACAM participants to take a 

giant step of faith and become a 
Latin American/Caribbean mission 
sending agency. Dr. Perry Hubbard 
(Global Partners' missionary in 
Guyana), Rev. Arturo Salas 
(superintendent of the Central 
District in Mexico), and Rev. Phil 
Stevenson (director of Evangelism 

and Church 
Growth in 
Indianapolis, 
Indiana) 
presented 
seminars on 
mission 
outreach and 
church 
multiplication. 

JIBACAM 
is a Spanish 
acronym that 

stands for The Latin 
American/Caribbean Missions 
Board. Rev. Benjamin Galarce 
of Puerto Rico serves as the 
director of JIBACAM. 

Thank God for the 
growing desire of the Church 
in Latin America and the 
Caribbean to become part of 
the Great Commission. Pray 
for them as they begin to 
send out laborers into the 
harvest. 

Chile. The Wesleyan Church in 
Chile celebrated its tenth 
anniversary October 28-30, 2005. 
Dr. and Mrs. Don Bray attended the 
celebration. Rev. Juan Pineros, 
senior pastor of the Bogota 
Wesleyan Church in Colombia and 
special guest, gave keynote 
messages and seminars for 
pastors. Rev. Carlos Martinez, 
district superintendent, was 

honored for 25 years of ministry. 
Over the past ten years, The 
Wesleyan Church in Ch ile has 
grown from 10 to 36 local 
congregations. Trinity Wesleyan 
Church in Indianapolis, Indiana, has 
partnered with the Church in Chile 
to help realize this amazing growth. 
Pray that the Church will continue 
to flourish and remain committed 
to the central focus of evangelism 
and discipleship. 

PACIFIC: _ ... 0 • •• 

GP /....r(o 01r~ ·r_,• 

New Zealand. The national 
conference of The Wesleyan 
Methodist Church of New Zealand 
was hosted by the Living Waters 
and Hastings congregations in 
Napier on October 28-30, 2005. 
The multicultural nature of the 
Wesleyan movement in New 
Zealand was reflected in the 300 
registered participants and 
guests whose ethnic origins were 
Tongan, Fijian , Rotuman, Chinese, 
and Anglo. 

Rev. Richard Waugh, national 
superintendent, commented, "We 
have purposefully planned this time 
to be light on business and strong 
on spiritual input. " In addition to 

resource persons in New Zealand, 
seminar leaders included Rev. Dan 
Seaborn and Dr. Wayne Schmidt 
from the West Michigan District. 

A special media presentation 
focused on the first five years of 
The Wesleyan Methodist Church of 
New Zealand. The initial twelve 
congregations have already planted 
six new congregations. Only two of 
those churches have their own 
permanent facilities; the others are 



leasing space in schools, 
community halls, and other church 
buildings. The Church reported a 
constituency of 1000 people with 
538 full members. 

Papua New Guinea. Pray for all 
students who began a new Bible 
school year in February. Six men 
are first-year residents, three are 
second-year students, and two will 
be returning for their final third 
year of studies. Pray that God 
will provide needed funds for 
school fees and that all students, 
along with their families, will grow 
in faith as well as knowledge. Pray 
that the decisions made during the 
quadrennial National Church 
Conference held in February will 
result in new vision and spiritual 
direction. Pray that God will 
continue to move the Church 
forward in ways that will glorify 
Him and bless the nation and 
peoples of Papua New Guinea. 

INSIDE 
GLOBAL PARTNERS 

Thank God for the 600+ 
women who attended the women's 
conference at Fugwa in December 
2005. Cheri Floyd, Global 
Partners' missionary, addressed 
the women during four days of 
sessions. On the fifth and final 
day, the women celebrated God's 
goodness with a feast. Due to 
years of tribal fighting and unrest, 
many women had experienced the 
loss of their homes and 
possessions, yet they testified to 
God's faithfulness. Many walked 
an hour there and back each day 
to attend the sessions. Local 
women 's leaders reported it was 
the largest and best conference 

,r, rJ: 1 

they had ever held . Everyone went 
away emotionally refreshed and 
challenged to live in ways that 
make eternal differences. 

TURKIC/ARABIC WORLD: 
Mick, GP A1ea D11ector 

WaHa People. Pray for the team 
that is preparing for ministry to the 
WaHa people of Central Asia. It is 
one of the spiritually darkest areas 
in the world . There are few 
believers and most live outside 
their home culture. The 
govern men ts are strict about 
proselytizing. One country 
automatically holds any lawbreaker 

for five years in prison. 
The approach to this part of 

the world will be totally different 
from any other. Our team will 
have to have some employable 
skill that will enable them to be 
hired locally to teach or work in a 
local business. The tentmaking 
model is the only way to stay in 
the country. 

The local people are very 
wealthy and have nothing to do 
with the working force or the 
expatriate community. It will 
take serious effort, prayer, and 
divine intervention to develop the 
relationships needed to share 
the gospel. 

Pray for our team as they 
begin to raise support, share their 
vision, and strategize on how to 
engage the people who live in this 
part of the world. We are still in 
need of some people to join this 
team. Pray that Matthew 9:37-
38 will be fulfilled in this area. 



What Scripture verses are especially meaningful to you? 
There are many passages. I will mention a few. 
• Jeremiah 1:5-6 Chosen from my mother's womb 
• Luke 22:42 Thy will be done, not mine 
• 2 Corinthians 12:9 God's strength is made perfect in my weakness 
• Matthew 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart 
• James 4:7 Submit yourselves to God 
• Matthew 9:38 Pray to the Lord of the harvest 
• Matthew 28: 19-20 Make disciples of all nations 
• Psalm 2:8 Ask of me and I will give you the nations for your 

inheritance 
• Revelation 7:9 All nations, tribes, people, and languages 
• Acts 1:8 You will receive power 
• 1 Corinthians 9:16 Woe is me if I do not preach the gospel 
• 1 Corinthians 15:51 We shall not all sleep 

What is your vision for The Wesleyan Church in 
Equatorial Guinea? 

I am praying about that in order to know how to explain it. The 
following phrase has to do with missions inside the Church and its 
projects outside: "DOING MISSIONS IN ORDER TO DO MISSIONS." 

• Preparation of leaders 
• Making the church conscientious about missions 
• Doing social work 
• Praying and evangelizing the lost 
I want to say that with the help of God, new frontiers will be crossed 

and a well-rounded work will be done for the extension of the Kingdom. 

What are the faith issues you face? 
• The evangelization of people in authority 
• The evangelization of whitened harvest fields 
• A Christian president for Peru and Equatorial Guinea 
• The repeal of anti-Christian laws and customs 
• A major revival in the churches 

How can the global Wesleyan Church pray for you as 
you begin your ministry in Equatorial Guinea? 

• Pray for a team of coworkers and missionaries 
• Pray for a squadron of people called to missions 
• Pray for social work: extreme poverty, illiteracy, increase in AIDS 
• Pray that God will give me wisdom and use me as He sees fit 

Editor's Note: Anita and I did our interview electronically, with the 
help of Missionary Lydia Hines who served as translator: At the end of 
her "answers" Anita included these words: "Sister Joy, Thank you for 
doing this interview with me. I have had a lovely time with God 
answering these questions. I hope that the answers are what you 
wanted. If anything is not well done, feel free to correct it. Thank you." 
Just for the record, I changed practically nothing. When I was preparing 
the manuscript, I sensed that my computer was "holy ground" and these 
words were straight from the heart of God. Not only is Anita the 
happiest person on earth, she is one of the holiest persons I have ever 
known. May God continue to be honored through this powerful life 
that is totally surrendered to Him. 

W hy they would let someone from the 
South [U.S.A.] with a business degree 
teach an English class is beyond me , 

but I am thankful they did! The title of my 
class is "Becoming a Better Person." In 
Croatia-just like most places in the world
people are always looking for ways to make 
themselves more attractive, more athletic, 
etc. I decided to tackle that popular subject 
as a way to help motivate my students to 
learn English. 

Of course, I supply English materials for 
discussion. Using Focus on the Family 
resources has often brought Scripture into the 
classroom as we talk about families, friends , 
and life experiences. I am convinced that 
God's Word will not return void as it is read 
and discussed among the students . 

God is teaching me many things 
personally. He is a patient God who desires 
for us to draw near to Hirn. He bas shown 
me my pride in learning language and is 
teaching me that I can do nothing apart from 
Hirn. He is a loving God who bas shown me 
my own selfishness as a roommate, 
teammate, and friend. He is been freeing me 
of my own plans and showing me His 
creativity through others and the joy in 
delighting in others. I praise the Lord for the 
Church and true fellowship. I praise Him for 
teaching me to trust Him and let Him guard 
my heart as I continue to pray for my growth 
as His child. · 

Neissa Murphy currently serves as a GO-Net 
volunteer missionary with Global Partners and 
World Hope International in Croatia. 
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A 
fter eleven years, founding missionaries of Global Partners' ministry in 
the Czech Republic, John and Shanda Croft transitioned back to North 
America with their family. On February 1, 2006 , John began serving in 

the Global Partners' home office as the director of partner services. John's 
primary responsibility is to coach missionaries in their team building 
process-something John and Shanda did very effectively as missionaries. 

The Crofts did a great job of establishing The Wesleyan Church in the 
Czech Republic . Over the past year, much of the leadership of the Czech 
Wesleyan Church has been transitioned to national leaders. The 
responsibilities of the missionaries in Czech have also transitioned to more 
of a support role. The Czech Wesleyan Church is strategizing to plant more 
churches in this needy country. 

In recent letters to the Crofts' support team, John and Shanda said, "We are 
excited to be a part of the Global Partners' team and we are committed to it. Our 
heartbeat for Czech is strong, but our heartbeat for the world is even stronger . ... 
We have the confidence that God has guided us to this decision and will guide 
us through the process and into the next phase of ministry He has for us." 

Global Partners is thrilled to have John join our team in this new role. 
He will provide a much needed link between the North American Wesleyan 
Church and our missionary family. 

The Crofts' reflection upon the past 20+ years of wanistry 

1. People are basically the same everywhere. Don't run when it 
gets difficult. 

2. Your calling is stronger than the trials . Tough times are part 
of the journey. 

3. God cares about the little things. Never underestimate God's 
interest in you. 

4. Don' t take things personally. Not everyone likes you. 
(You will always have those that oppose you or your ideas.) 

5. There is strength through weakness. Humility is never out of 
season. 

6. Team work is more effective then individualism. Be a team player! 
7. Successful ministry requires both time and presence. Don't be too busy for 

others. 
8. God wants us to have fun and enjoy life. Ministry should never be boring. 

If it is, you are not doing it right. 
9. God is always training us for His next mission . Always be ready! 

10. Lighten up! God has a plan. God knows the moment. 
11. It is not about me! Never make your ministry 

about you or your personality. God must 
always be the draw and must always get the 
glory. 

12. Live for the line not for the dot! Life is 
short so get on with it. 

New Director of 

PRAY! 
0 Global Prayer-net is the weekly praise 

and prayer page of Global Partners e
mailed to subscribers. Sign up online 
at www.praygivego.com. Click on Pray. 

0 Mark your calendars for Global Partners' 
Days of Prayer and Fasting for 2006: 

• March 15 
• June 21 
• September 20 
• December 13 

GIVE! 
0 Make your contributions online! The 

Global Partners' web site now has the 
capability to provide secure online 
transactions. We can receive online 
donations from credit cards for 
missionary support, National Ministry 
Shares, special projects, or any of our 
ministries. This feature has the ability 
to handle monthly recurring gifts. To 
give, go to our web site at 
www.praygivego.com and then, on 
the home page, click GIVE ONLINE. 

CiO! 
0 Available missionary opportunities for 

those interested in long-term or short
tem service with Global Partners can be 
found online at www.gphotlist.com. 
For further information contact Joni 
Stevenson at 317.774.7948 or 
800.707.7715 



AFRICA 
Cameron, Rev. Lindsay/Rosalea 

See Area Director 
Manwaring, Mr. Jerry/Jody 

PostNET Suije #239 
Private Bag X20009 
Garsfontein, 0042 
Republic of South Africa 

ALBANIA 
Aukerman, Mr. MatVCaryl 

PO Box 455 
Plymouth, IN 46563 

Bishop, Mr. Ken/Dawn 
AEP Box 41 
Kutia Postare 119 
nrana 
Albania 

Coulter, Rev. Eric/ Amber 
1733 Abbertpm Way 
Apartment 2B 
High Point, NC 27260 

Helvie, Rev. Mike/Cindy 
K.P. 119-AEP 
Box 41 , Wesleyan Church 
Tirana, Albania 
Europe 

AREA DIRECTORS 
Cameron, Rev. Lindsay/Dr. Rosalea (Africa) 

PO Box 476 
Deception Bay OLD 4508 
Australia 

Fussner, Dr. Jeff/Beth (Pacffic) 
15 Cromdale Avenue 
Howick 1705 
New Zealand 

Turner, Dr. PauVJanet (Asia) 
2135-1 Kita Hassaku-Cho 
Midori-Ku, Yokohama-Shi 
Kanagawa-Ken, Japan 226-0021 

West, Rev. Rick/Clara (Latin America) 
PO Box 25707 
Tamarac, FL 33320 

Wright, Rev. Dennis/Lois (Europe) 
Gruennergasse 2 
2000 Stockerau 
Austria 

AUSTRALIA 
House, Ms. Melinda 

PO Box 50434 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 

BOSNIA 
Major, Mr. Frank/Susan 

cl World Hope International 
pp 21 
80101 Livino 
Bosnia & Herzegovina 

Nettleton, Rev. Trent/Nikki 
Goricka Cesta 22 
80101 Livno 
Bosnia & Herzegovina 

BRAZIL 
Ensz, Revs. Tom/Grace 

RuViena C-13 
Q-29 Campos Eliseos 
Manaus, AM 60450-570 
Brazil 

CAMBODIA 
Fernandez, Rev. Greg/Resie 
Rafael, Rev. Reynaldo/Marimel 

c/o EFC 
PO Box 543 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

Gallant, Mr. Tim/Tiffany 
PO Box 257 
Sweetser, IN 46987 

CAMPUS REPS 
Foster, Rev. William/Daphne (IWU) 

4022 S. Washington St. 
Marion, IN 46953 

Sheets, Rev. Brian/Wendy (Houghton) 
7399 Centerville Rd. 
Houghton, NY 14744 

Tolan, Rev. David/Donna (SWU) 
215 Clayton Dr. 
Central, SC 29630 

CENTRAL EUROPE 
Babcock, Rev. David/Brenda 

Josef wonikstrasse 57 
A-2000 Stockerau 
Austria 

Wright, Rev. Dennis/Lois 
See Area Directors 

CROATIA 
Babcock, Mr. JoeVCindy 

Ivana Mestrovica 64 
21000 Split 
Croatia, Europe 

England, Rev. Chris/Wendy 
Zbor Narodnegarde 36 
21000 Split 
Croatia, Europe 

Karish, Ms. Bethany 
16234 Pinewood 
Spring Lake, Ml 49456 

Murphy, Ms. Neissa 
Gunduliceva 4 
21000 Split 
Croatia 

Pickslay, Rev. Kent/Cheri 
DomovinskogRata 13 
21312 Podstrana, Croatia 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
Baysinger, Ms. Kristy 

1042 8th Avenue NW 
Largo, FL 33770 

Blake, Rev. MatVCrystal 
Drapelova 28 
644 00 Brno-Sobesice 

Boardman, Mr. Phil 
715 S. Runnymeade Avenue 
Evansville, IN 47714 

Hadsell, Ms. Sabrina 
303 S. 4oth Street 
Rogers, AR 72758 

Kretchman, Mr. CarVDeb 
13 Emily Drive 
Coming, NY 14830 

McFrederick, Rev. Jason/ Kerensa 
Majdalenky 7 
638 00 Brno 
Czech Republic 

McNett, Rev. ScotVRachel 
32429 Bluebird Lane 
Wayne, Ml 48184 

Shanks, Mr. Roger/Susan 
9696 North Knightsville Tower Rd. 
Brazil, IN 47834 

ECUADOR 
Wuertz, Mr. George/Sheree 

Casilla 09-01-9750 
Guayaquil, Ecuador 
South America 

GERMANY 
Blake, Dr. Ken/Marilyn 

PO Box 50434 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 

Rast, Rev. Greg/Shannon 
5905 146th Avenue 
Holland, Ml 49423 

GUYANA 
Hubbard, Dr. Perry/Nancy 
Wall, Ms.Doris 

Box 10568 
Georgetown, Guyana 

HAITI 
Earl, Ms. Carol 

22 Buell Street 
Batavia, NY 14020 

Jacobson, Ms. Helen 
Larakers, Rev. Joe/Patricia 
Nemoto, Ms. Clare 
Thede, Mr. Cory/ Dr. Kris 

PMB-WES 
Box 15665 
West Palm Beach, FL 33416 

Irvine, Rev. Dan/Joy 
40 East Lacock Street 
Sandy Lake, PA 16145 

Due to security reasons, some career and intern 
missionaries cannot be listed in this directory. 

Mijchell, Ms. Debbie 

JAPAN 

72 French Village Road 
Saint John, NB E2S 1A1 
Canada 

Swarthout, Ms. Andrea 
2135-1 Kita Hassaku-Cho 
Mdori-Ku, Yokohama-Shi 
Kanagawa-Ken, Japan 226-0021 

Turner, Dr. PauVJanet 
See Area Directors 

JESUS FILM PARTNERSHIP 
Connor, Dr. John/Marge 

11302 Peacock Drive 
Indianapolis, IN 46236 

KOSOVO 
Holsing, Mr. Jared/Claudia 

45646 Waterloo Station Square 
Sterling, VA 20166 

Trennepohl, Rev. Doug/Jean 
c/oAIM 
PTK 1 Kutia 150 
Rr Nene Teresa 
Prishtina 10,000 
Kosova, UNMIK 

LATIN AMERICA 
Guptill, Rev. Rod/Joy 

Bethany Bible College 
26 Western Street 
Sussex, NB E4E 1 E6 
Canada 

Hines, Rev. Tom/Lydia 
2808 Middle River Dr. 
Apartment C 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33306 

Martinez, Rev. Luis/Dinora 
10403 Bristol Court 
Fredericksburg, VA 22408 

Parman, Mrs. Sharon 
7804 N. Sherman Dr. 
Indianapolis, IN 46240 

Trapp, Mr. Robb/Denita 
15663 NW 14th Street 
Pembroke Pines, FL 33028 

West, Rev. Rick/Clara 
See Area Director 

MACEDONIA 
Neal, Mr. Joshua/Rachelle 

PO Box 50434 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 

MEXICO 
Gray, Rev. Bob/Susie 

Apartado Postal No. 45 
Cholula, Puebla 72761 
Mexico 

Pena, Mrs. Nicky 
APDO Postal 462 
Puebla, Pue 72001 
Mexico 

MOZAMBIQUE 
Lehman, Rev. O.D./Linda 

Wesleyan Mission 
PO Box 852 
Nelspruit 1200 
Republic of South Africa 

Pickett, Rev. Jim/Karen 
401 Morton Road 
Hamilin, NY 14464 

NEW ZEALAND 
Bowlin, Rev. Josh/Becca 

3478 N 1350 E 
Converse, IN 46919 

Fussner, Dr. Jeff/Beth 
See Area Director 

NICARAGUA 
Eckhardt, Rev. Jim/Julie, R.N . 

12912 La Rene Drive 
Black Hawk, SD 57718 

Knox, Rev. Mike/Amy 
c/o lnstituto de Lengua Espanola 
Apartado 100-2350 
San Jose, Costa Rica 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
Floyd, Mr. Don/Cheri 
Freeman, Rev. RandalVLinda 
Keilholtz, Rev. James/Judy 

Wesleyan Mission, Box 489 
Mt. Hagen, W.H.P. 
Papua New Guinea 

PASTORS TO MISSIONARIES 
Nettleton, Rev. Phil/Lucille 

c/o Majak 
Dusikova 5 
638 oo Brno 
Czech Republic 

O'Dell, Dr. Art 
5912 Craig St. 
Springfield, VA 22150 

Vermilya, Dr. Jim/Jeanette 
313 Hall Court 
Noblesville, IN 46060 

PERU 
Ferguson, Rev. Jarvis/Sue 

4647 S Washington Street 
Marion, IN 46953 

Innes, Mr. ElliotVDena 
c/o lnstituto de Lengua Espanola 
Apartado 100-2350 
San Jose 
Costa Rica 

PHILIPPINES 
Clark, Dr. Stanley/Rev. Janice 
Sumpter, Rev. Chris & Tiffany 

c/o Wesleyn Bible College 
Rosales 2441 Pangasinan 
Philippines 

RUSSIA 
Burke, Rev. Brian /Cara 
Wahl, Ms. Brenda 
Whijney, Mr. Jeff 

PDCCIA 
600005 Vladimir 
UL. Tokareva Ba 
(name) 

Descalzo, Revs. Stephen/Laura 
76 Miller Avenue SW 
#8 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52404 

Higgins, Ms. Rebecca 
206 S Maple St 
Apt C 
Wilmore, KY 40390 

Lytle, Rev. Andrew/Natasha 
443-C Darby Creek Road 
Lexington, KY 40509 

Moran, Ms. Mandy 
351 S. M-88 
Bellaire, Ml 49615 

Pickard, Ms. Kerry 
19835 471 Avenue 
Brookings, SD 57006 

SOUTHERN AFRICA 
Cox, Rev. Rick /Eunice 

148 Havens Lane 
West Decatur, PA 16878 

Croft, Ms. Dorcas 
Phillippe, Ms. Esther 

Box 88 
Manzini, Swaziland 

Fritts, Mr. Garry/Mary Anne 
2189 Hoskins Rd. 
Burlington, NC 27215 

SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT 
Alderink, Mr. Tim/Karen (KENYA) 

PO Box 80 
Kijabe, Kenya, East Africa 00220 

Merillat, Rev. Dan/Pada (THAILAND) 
6/17 Phaholyothin, Soi 15 
Sam Saen nai, Phayathai Rd. 
Bangkok 10400, Thailand 

SURINAME 
Davis, Rev. PhiVBecky 
Gorman, Ms. Cora 

A.C.S. Suriname 
P.O. Box 520626 
Miami, FL 33152 

ZAMBIA 
Anderson, Ms. Elizabeth 

PO Box 30745 
Lusaka, Zambia 

Cromer, Rev. Fred/Carol 
1700 SE Barlow Drive 
Apt. 62 
Bartlesville, OK 7 4006 

Morse, Ms. Bethany 
PO Box 640140 
Pemba, Zambia 

Wallace, Ms. Joan 
Wesleyan Mission of Zimba 
PO Box 610143 
Zimba, lambia 
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2006 
Global Partners Prayer Calendar 

Third World Kids/ 
Missionary Kids 

30 
Pray for God to prepare 
the hearts of third world 
kids to have a ministry of 
their own. 

Pray for the physical, 
emotional, and spiritual 
protection and well-being 
for the children of Global 
Partners' missionaries. 

9 
Pray that third l'oUkJ kids 
\\llUld be cornf!Yted with 
God's unchanging ~esence 
as they eocounter frequent 
changes and transitions 
with languages, customs, 
cultures, locatkxls, extended 
fami~ members, and friends. 

16 
Pray that God would 
provide wisdom to 
missionary parents and 
their children as they deal 
with issues like boarding 
school, security, cultural 
stresses, and long 
separations. 

23 
Pray for God to provide 
close friends and mentors 
for third world kids when 
they are aboard and on 
home ministries. 

30 

Guatemala 

Pray for the reconstruction 
groups as they help 
rebuild the lives of the 
people in the Lake Atitian 
area who lost so much as 
a result of Hurricane Stan. 

10 
Pray for God to provide 
Carlos Rivas and his wife, 
Delmi, with strength and 
wisdom as Carlos serves 
as district superintendent 
and pastor of the Adonai 
church. 

17 
Pray for Pastor Lucas and 
his wife who lost their 
home and belongings in 
Hurricane Stan last year. 
Earlier that year they lost 
their only son in a bicycle 
accident. 

24 
Pray for the Wesleyan 
churches in Guatemala as 
they continue ministering 
to communities that 
suffered losses during 
Hurricane Stan. Pray that 
people will experience the 
love of Jesus. 

Ghana 

4 
Pray for Rev. Joe Ocran 
and his leadership team 
as they keep up with the 
rapid growth in Ghana 
while developing proper 
structures and their own 
discipline. 

11 
Pray for the outreach into 
the Muslim north where 
many communities are 
inviting the Wesleyan 
Standard Church. There 
are now over 11 new 
churches in this area. 

18 
Pray for the proposed 
West African Wesleyan 
summit in Tamale in 
November 2006. This will 
require the partnership of 
other West African 
Wesleyans and some 
North American churches. 

25 
Pray for the health and 
development ministries 
of the Church, including 
medical ministry, 
preschools, and support 
for the aged. 

India 

5 
Pray for God to guide 
the students who are 
graduating from the 
Union Biblical Seminary 
this month. They will be 
returning to their home 
districts for their ministry 
assignments. 

12 
Pray for the annual 
district conference that 
will be held next month in 
West India. A new district 
superintendent will be 
elected since Dr. Justin, 
a long time church 
leader, is retiring. 

19 
Pray for the construction 
of a West Indian village 
church to be completed. 
In spite of poor economic 
conditions in this village, 
believers are giving 
consistent witness of their 
enduring faith in Jesus. 

26 
Pray for the fulfillment of 
the dream to develop a 
training center on the 
campus of the leprosy 
hospital in Central India. 
The center would be for 
children of recovering 
leprosy patients. 

Kosovo New Zealand 

6 
The Bible Study Center Pray that the mission 
has been opened for four outreach by the New 
months. Teenagers and Zealand Church to other 
adults are hungry to parts of the Pacific and to 
understand the Bible. Pray China would produce 
for wisdom as our ministry much fruit for the 
team reaches out to them. kingdom of God. 

13 14 
In response to the desire Pray for the New Zealand 
for elementary teacher Wesleyan Methodist 
training, a team will come Church as they seek to 
and conduct a teachers' purchase property for a 
training seminar in June. national resource center. 
Pray for God's anointing 
upon the seminar. 

21 
For the first time in Pray for New Zealand 
Kosovo's history the congregations as they 
registration of evangelical reach out to an 
churches is underway. unchurched society. 
Pray for the successful Pray that they will be 
recognition of Protestant Jesus to their unreached 
churches; this is of vital neighbors and friends. 
importance. 

27 28 
Pray for Jared and Pray for God to bless 
Claudia as they prepare the Wesleyan fami~ 
to join our ministry team convention to be held the 
in Kosovo in early 2007. first weekend of June. 
Pray for our current team This is an opportunity for 
members in Kosovo, spiritual growth for the 
Doug and Jean. entire family. 

El Salvador 

1 
Pray that four of the 
current pastors in El 
Salvador would be able 
to finish their theological 
education requirements 
for ordination by the 
end of 2006. 

8 
Pray for protection 
against the Enemy and 
spiritual breakthroughs in 
the gang outreach 
ministry. Praise God-
several gang members 
have prayed to be saved! 

15 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to 
guide Pastor Giovanni, the 
new theological education 
coordinator in El Salvador, 
as he launches new 
programs this year. 

22 
Pray for strength and 
encouragement as 
Pastor Rene serves 
as El Salvador's ministry 
coordinator, pastor, 
and lay leadership 
development coordinator. 

29 
Among the four pastoral 
families in El Salvador, 
there are a total of ten 
children; eight are 
teenagers. Pray for the 
continued spiritual 
development of these 
children. 
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JESUS Film Southern Africa Turkic/Arabic 
Nicaragua Partnership (Sooth Afric.l, Swaziland, Zimbabwe) Muslims Mexico Cambodia Colombia 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
Pray for the new JESUS In December 2005 Rev. Praise God that fields in Pray for the Lord to raise Missiooaries Jun and Mamel Pray that the Lord would 
film team that has been Dr. Galela was elected to the Turkic/Arabic Muslim up a district superintendent Rafael are on home provide the financial 
established in an Asian serve as the Southern world have been opened. of the South District and ministries in the Phi!Wines needs of the students at 
country which is more Africa regional Pray for everyone new pastors. Pray for for a year. Pray for wisdom, the two Colombian Bible 
than 90 percent Buddhist superintendent. Pray for involved in the logistics of wisdom for each leader, J)'O'lisOO, and g<XXl l'ealth institutes. Pray that the 
and where those who him and the new board as getting visas and how to and also pray for spiritual as they finish their master's students will be dedicated 
evangelize can be they lead this large region. settle into new cultures. revival among the JKO!lffiffl and visit cllllches to proclaiming God's 
punished with jail time. congregations. on weel<ends. Word to the world. 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
Pray for the Holy Spirit's New JESUS film teams Pray for God to alleviate Pray for each team Pray that God would call Pray for wisdom, JXM'llf, Pray foc the encouragement 
anointing upon District are being launched in the political oppression in member as they learn a more people to ministry ~~ of the national Church 
Superintendent Enrique the Philippines and in Zimbabwe. Pray for the new language and a new and to study at the Bible from evil, and g<XXl heath for leaders, especial~ the 
Montenegro and his wife, Colombia. Pray that these regional leadership as culture. Pray that they school in Puebla. Pray missicra'es Greg and Resie national superintendent. 
fvlgelita, as they lead the teams will be effective at they determine how best can find bridges that help that churches will take Fernandt1z as they <tee! the Pray that OOnations for the 
Nicaraguan pioneer district. church planting and to minister to our them connect Jesus to the initiative to begin new Bible octXXJI and the national National Ministry Shares 

church renewal. churches in Victoria Falls the nationals. churches and multiply dlurch \\tlile Rafaels are on would cocne in so pressing 
and Bulawayo. membership. home ministries. needs can be financed. 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
Pray that the Torre Fuerte Pray for JESUS film Pray foc Missionary Esther Pray for peace in the Pray that the national Pray for the outgoing Pray for the national 
(Strong Towe~ Church teams operating in Phillippe and Daphne Turkic/Arabic Muslim superintendent will Bible school students pastors and their families 
and Pastor Jesus Vega Muslim nations. Pray for Niemack as they lead the world. North Americans effectively communicate who will begin a year of as they face spiritual, 
would be a strong protection and stamina l\\ll Bible colleges in are not always seen in a God's viOOn for the Church. field ministries beginning emotional, and financial 
witness for Jesus Christ in the face of constant SwazilailJ and good light. Pray for the Pray foc harmony, peace, this August. Pray that challenges. 
among their community. persecution. Johannesburg, Sooth Africa. safety of our workers. and unity ammg the they will be committed to 

Pray for the students and Church members and the their call and empowered 
staff at both colleges. leaders. by God to serve. 

23 24 26 27 
Pray that the Rose of Pray that new funding Pray for the vision to Pray for a spiritual Pray for the many Pray for God to provide Pray for the Colombian 
Sharon congregation would be provided in establish the work in awakening among ministries in the Church Cambodia's National missionaries sent tJot the 
would demonstrate the order for new JESUS film Swaziland as a separate Muslims. It will take a throughout Mexico to bear Ministry Share funds. national Church to work 
love and grace of God teams to be launched in subregion. Also pray for move of God to see fruit and to glorify the Donations received last among the indigenous ~ 
as they minister to their 2007. the growing vision for Turkic/Arabic Muslims Lord. Pray for wisdom for year were only ha~ of of Colombia. Pray that they 
community. missionary outreach from tum to Christ from Islam. the national board as they what was needed. Pray would see lives transformed 

South Africa. lead the Church. for more partners to and powerful indigeoous 
commit to give. dlurches raised up. 

28 29 30 
Pray for missionary In 2005 our JESUS film Pray for our missionaries Pray for the Holy Spirit to 
families Jim and Julie teams planted an average based in Southern Africa: provide our ministry 
Eckhardt and Mike and of one church every Esther Phillippe, Dorcas teams with wisdom on 
Amy Knox as they week. Pray that new Croft, Jerry and Jody how to share the gospel 
prepare to move to pastors would be called Manwaring, Rick and and to empower them 
Nicaragua. Pray for God and trained for ministry in Eunice Cox, and Garry with boldness and 
to provide all of their these new churches. and Mary Anne Fritts. courage. 
needs. 

31 



I 

une2006 
Global Partners Prayer Calendar 

GP Home 
Myanmar Albania Office Staff Papua New Guinea Russia Puerto Rico Bosnia 

1 2 3 
Health, healing, and unity Praise God for the Wesleyan Pray for missionaries 
of the national Church: Academy which is ranked Trent, Nikki, Ariela, and 
Pray that God would heal as one of the leading private Luka Netteton as they 
the past wounds and schools in Puerto Rico. witness to their neighbors 
relational conflicts. Pray They celebrated their 50th and friends. Pray for the 
for Him to bring true anniversary last month. spiritual growth of their 
health and reconciliation Pray for continued blessing landlords. 
to our churches. upon the school. 

4 6 7 8 9 10 
Pray for the Spirit to anoint Pray for God's wisdom, Pray for JOOn Crofts Pray for the Lord's Spiritual revival for Pray for District Pray for missionaries 
the JESUS film team trained good health, and safety transition from missklnary anointing upon the national Russian churches: Pray Su~rtntendent Rev. Benjamin Frank, Susan, Abigail, and 
eartier this year. Pray for for missionaries Mike and to the Czed1 Replillk: to superintendent and the that the Lord would renew Galarce as he leads the Benjamin Major as they 
the development of their Cindy Helvie as they lead director of partner services leaders for the six districts believers' faith, revive Church in Puerto Rico, and live out the love of Christ 
strategy for evangelism the Albanian ministry for GkmJ Partners. Pray for and Im urban areas. Pray churches, and make the serves as past11 of the to people around them. 
and the discipling efforts team. Pray for them to him as he offers suppat and for God to guide them in Church a powerful force Levittown church and director Pray for their continued 
among those who respond have a good grasp of the assis1ance to mis.5blaries their ministries. in the community. of the Latin .Amerk:an progress in learning the 
to the film. Albanian language. raising their financial teams. Missioos Board, JIBACAM. language. 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
Pray for the construction Missionaries Ken and Pray for the Holy Spirit to Pray for PNG Christians to Language study for Pray for Rev. Sarah Perez Pray that Nada and 
of the new national Dawn Bishop, along with anoint GP General Director go deeper into discipleship missionaries: Pray that as she leads the Nikolina, a mother and a 
Church headquarters their children, Eva, Joshua, Don Bray as he continues and holy living. Pray for God \\OOld continue to give Wesleyan Theological daughter who are 
buildings and the and Steven, recently to cast the vision of them to apply biblical truth our mission team a hunger College that is preparing believers, l'IOOld be faithful 
expansion of the moved to another city in Transformed Lives - to their lives so that to know the language pastors and Christian witnesses to their family 
churches with the Albania. Pray for their Powerful Churches powerful churches will be better and perseverance to leaders for service. and friends. Pray for God 
leadership of Dr. Liana, adjustment, safety, and throughout the worldwide established. not give up in the midst of to supply all of their needs. 
national superintendent. grasp of the language. Wesleyan Church. difficulties. 

18 19 21 22 23 24 
Pray for the graduates of The Eric and Amber Pray fiJ IMy Pat Fuller, Pray that the financial National Ministry Shares: Praise God for the dedicated Pray that God would 
the Union Biblical Coulter family and the dirm of member care cm needs of the Church Pray that God raises up youth of The Wesleyan help GO-Net volunteer 
Seminary as they go into Matt and Caryl Aukerman personnel; Scott Olro1, 001ct!J would be met by churches, families, and Church of Puerto Rico. Pray missionaries Josh Gordon, 
active ministry family are our newest of qMlratkris; .kl1 Stewl. sacrificial living and districts who will partner for Juan Rodriquez as he Adam Jones, and Regina 
assignments in their missionaries to Albania. 001ct!J of m00lization; cm giving by PNG Christian with the Russian field. gives direction to the youth Freeman to connect with 
home districts and seek Pray for them as they Stew lJkxn, di'ocl!x' of so their visions of church who are active in the Latin people who are hungry to 
to do effective witnessing adjust to a totally different administrative servk:es as growth would be realized. American Wesleyan Youth know Jesus. 
among their people. culture and language. !t'efleadGP~ts. Movement. 

25 26 28 29 30 
Pray for an outpouring of Albania has long been a Pray that the home office Pray that the Bible Russians who are called Pray foc the church planting 
God's Holy Spirit on the spiritually oppressed staff will remain focused college staff and the to serve: Pray that God projects in Puerto Rico in 
churches and people of the nation. Pray that the Holy on God and the Great Theological Education by raises up Russian 2000, including a church 
Wesleyan wock that equips Spirit will speak to the Commission. Pray that Extension Mars would believers who are called plant in Santo Domingo, 
them to share their faith hearts of the Albania the Holy Spirit will anoint successfully train and to serve Him as pastors, Domink:an Republk;, 
and live holy lives before people and bring them them to do the work of mentor students to church planters, and 
people who are sometimes out of spiritual darkness the Kingdom. become strong Christians missionaries. 
hostile to believers. into the Light. and fruitful workers. 
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EDITORIAL 

DON BRAY 
GENERAL DIRECTOR 

REPRESENTING JESUS 
IN THE MUSLIM WORLD 
Outside it was pitch dark. 

Wasn't it the middle of the 
night? Slowly my mind made 
sense of the sound that was 
awakening me-the amplified 
cry of the local imam calling 
faithful Muslims to prayer. 
After the irritation of being 
awakened, I felt a sense of 
respect for the piety and 
commitment of Islamic people 
that causes them to stop and 
pray five times a day, 
beginning in the early hours 
of the morning. While 
Muslims recognize lsas (Jesus) 
as a holy prophet, they do not 
and will not recognize Him as 
the Son of God and Savior of 
humanity. The spiritual needs 
of one billion Muslims call us 
to respond. 

Currently, Global Partners 
ministers to Islamic people in 
at least fourteen different 
nations: Sierra Leone, Senegal, 
Equatorial Guinea, Cameroon, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Mozambique, Egypt, Pakistan, 
Karis people, Nune people, 
Albania, Kosova, Bosnia, and 
Indonesia. Plans to enter 
additional Muslim countries 
are currently underway. We 
are committed to mobilizing 
people, prayer, and funds to 
introduce Muslim people to 
Jesus Christ. 

Muslim evangelism is 
usually slow work. Fifty years 

ago, Wesleyan missionaries in 
Sierra Leone began to work 
among a strongly Islamic tribe 
along its northern border. 
There was virtually no 
response. Missionaries left. 
A small church and school 
eventually closed. Over the 
last couple of years Wesleyans 
have returned to this area to 

Global Partners is 

committed to mobilizing 

people, prayer, and funds 

to introduce Muslim 

people to Jesus Christ. 

show the JESUS film and offer 
assistance following the war. 
The paramount chief of the 
area welcomed the ministry 
team, telling them that years 
ago he attended the Wesleyan 
primary school. He indicated 
that he and others were too 
old to convert but their 
children were not, and he 
gave workers access to 
evangelize his area. He even 
sent some of the children to 
an area town to attend a 
Wesleyan school, and, in the 
process, the children were 
boarded in the homes of 
believing families. There has 

been wide response to the 
JESUS film; numbers of people 
have given their lives to the 
Lord and churches have been 
planted. The seed planted so 
long ago is now bearing fruit! 

The Karis people in Central 
Asia have been the focus of an 
exciting partnership. Now, nine 
years in process, thousands of 
refugee children are in schools 
built through this partnership; 
hundreds of people have 
received computer training; 
others have learned English; 
and house churches have been 
established. We rejoice in the 
amazing response to the love of 
Christ and know that God has 
glorified Himself through the 
team of people who has carried 
this burden from the Lord. 

This issue of the Wesleyan 
World tells some of the story 
of what God is doing across 
the Muslim world.* Read and 
rejoice. Read and weep. Read 
and respond. Prayer warriors, 
financial supporters, and 
missionaries must step forward 
if Wesleyans are to fulfill God's 
call. Listen to what God might 
say to you. 

*Due to security sensitivities in many 
Muslim countries/areas, only first 
names, changed names, or no names 
at all are used in the following articles. 
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God's 

weapons 

are crosses, 

empty tombs, 

and willing 

witnesses. 

- Warren Chastain 

Mick, former area director for the Turkic/ Arabic Muslim World, 

talks about the realities of current events and the challenges 

of reaching our Muslim neighbors with the good news 

E arlier this year, Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of 
Israel suffered a life-threatening stroke. As of 

this writing, his life still hangs in the balance. It is 
clear his days of leading Israel are probably over. 
The world waits and wonders what this will do to the 
peace process between Israel and the Palestinians. 

In the swirl of news coverage, Rev. Pat Robertson 
of The 700 Club made the statement that this might be 
God's judgment on Mr. Sharon for giving land to the 
Palestinians. That unwise statement caused the rift 
between Christian, Jewish, and Muslim peoples to 
widen. A short time later, Palestinians elected 
members of the radical Islamic group Hamas to lead 
its new government. For many years a primary goal 
of Hamas has been the destruction oflsrael. 

Newly elected Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahrnadinejad appears to be taking Iran even further 
down the road of extremism and isolation. He 
declared that the Holocaust never took place and that 
Israel has no right to exist. The nation's nuclear 
ambitions are being given top priority in spite of global 
concerns. The clash of civilizations has intensified. 

Then a Danish newspaper printed a cartoon 
portraying the prophet Muhammed, which caused a 
backlash throughout the Islamic world . Violent 
protests erupted leading to several Danish embassies 
being burned in the Middle East. Muslim protesters 
carried signs calling for death sentences to non
Muslims , beheadings, and Jihad. Churches and 

of the gospel of Jesus Christ in this generation. 

Christian neighborhoods were attacked. 
The point is crystal clear. We live in a day in 

which heightened conflict between Islam and the rest 
of the world is growing in its intensity. In the midst of 
this drama, we as followers of Christ have a mandate 
"to go into all the world." Some may argue that the 
cost is too high, the risks are too great, the challenges 
are too demanding. But we are not given the option to 
decide what the world climate should be before we 
engage. Scripture remains clear. We are to "take up 
our cross" and follow Hirn to the ends of the earth. 

After living among Muslims for nine years, I 
have three observations that may help us understand 
some of the obstacles we face. 

Why is Islam so militaristic? 
Samuel Huntington, in his book The Clash of 

Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order, 
suggests five reasons why Islam is so aggressive. 

The argument can be made that Islam has been a 
religion of the sword from its inception. Originating 
among "warring Bedouin nomadic tribes ... this 
violent origin is stamped in the foundation of Islam. 
Muhammed himself is remembered as a hard fighter 
and skillful military commander."1 The Koran does 
not condemn or prohibit violence. It is difficult to 
find Islamic teaching that promotes nonviolence. 

From its origin in Arabia, Islam spread across 
North Africa, the Middle East, Central Asia, and the 
Balkans with a military force that was very 
successful. Conquered peoples were given the 
choice to convert to Islam or die by the sword. 

Islam cannot happily remain a minority within a 
society. "It is an absolutist faith."2 Christianity, 
Hinduism, and Buddhism all do a better job of 
assimilating various cultures than does Islam. Its 
ultimate goal is to reign as the governing leadership 
of any nation. Separation of church and state is not a 
value. Islamic nations are meant to be theocracies. 

No core of states controls Islam. If Saudi Arabia 
or Indonesia were to declare their superiority, the 
Turks and Pakistanis would refuse to recognize them. 
As a result many smaller factions emerge with a 
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variety of goals and objectives. 
Unemployment is a big problem in Islamic nations. 

Poverty tends to cause despair, and from despair springs 
violence. Violence becomes the means to achieve a better life. 

Islamic worldview differs from the 
Christian worldview 

Phil Parshall, in his book Muslim Evangelism, 
Contemporary Approaches to Contextualization, includes a 
chart that clarifies the difference between Christian and 
Islamic worldviews.3 For example, here is how Muslims 
view the following themes: 

Time Respect for the past and tradition is 

Family 

Honor 
Individualism 

Secularism 

primary. 
Solidarity is most important- at all 
costs. 

If honor is lost, then so is life. 

Subordination to the group is 
mandatory-at all costs. 

Secularism is totally unacceptable. 
The clash between the West and 
Islam will continue to exist as long 
as the West maintains their 
opposite view of this perspective. 

One of the biggest challenges facing the Church today is 
endeavoring to understand Islamic thinking. If we are content 
to condemn, then we will never understand. Some believe that 

seeking to understand another religion may lead to accepting 
their logic. The opposite is true. The more we learn, the more 
rooted we will become in our own core beliefs. 

Religious terms of Islam 
Phil Parshall probes deeper into the truth of Islam by 

outlining their religious terminology:4 

God Distant, merciful, vengeful, 
Almighty 

Christ 
Bible 

Trinity 
Faith 
Sin 

Salvation 

Koran 

Prophet 

Revelation from God, changed and 
corrupted 

God, Mary, and Jesus 

Rests in God and Muhammad 

Shame, embarrassment, rebellion 
against God 

Requirement: faith and works with 
no assurance 

Eternal words from God, cannot be 
criticized 

The Church's Response 
Over one billion people on earth claim Muhammad as 

their prophet and the Koran as God's final word. Humanly 
speaking, the task before us is impossible. The god of this age, 
Satan, is trying his best to cause the divide to widen between 
believers of Jesus and those who are seeking God via Islam. 

continued on page 23 

THE POWER OF ONE THE POWER OF ONE THE POWER OF THE POWER OF ONE THE POWER OF 

The Story of a Shoebox by Allan Stevens 

Someone somewhere-as part of their Christmas preparations
packed a shoebox filled with gifts. That box, along with many 

others processed by Samaritan's Purse, made its way to Albania 
into the hands of Pastor Taja, a local evangelical church pastor. 

Pastor Taja took the shoebox gifts to a school in an outlying 
Muslim village where he was allowed to distribute them. A 
kindergarten teacher in that school asked if she could have a couple 
of extra boxes for children who were absent that day. Pastor Taja 
was happy to leave them with her. He discovered that after learning 
some Christian songs, this teacher had begun teaching them to her 
class. She was told to stop, so she simply removed the blatantly 
Christian words and continued singing the songs! 

Pastor Taja and his wife established a children's meeting in 
this Muslim village. The kindergarten teacher allowed her 
daughters to attend. When opposition arose against these 
meetings, she testified that the Tajas were good people-no 
threat to the community. Furthermore, she asked who would 
teach her children about God if they could not! In spite of her 
support, some children quit showing up at the meetings. 

Last August, while serving as a GO-Net missionary, I was 
privileged, along with several others, to join the Tajas in an 
evangelism effort to this community. On the first day in the village, 
we simply walked and prayed. The following day we returned, 
played soccer, passed out literature, gave our testimonies, and held 
a children's program. At lunchtime Pastor Taja decided we would 
go back out for one more visit after lunch and then return home. 
We were surprised when one of the girls who had attended the 

children's meeting returned to tell us that her mother wanted us to 
visit her home! Her mother was the kindergarten teacher! 

As we all crowded into the living room with the teacher and 
her four daughters, we wondered why she had invited us and 
what would happen. It was not long before the teacher and two 
of her daughters were praying in unison with us "the sinner's 
prayer." A third daughter had apparently accepted the Lord 
earlier at one of the children's meetings. The fourth daughter was 
only about two years old, but I am nearly certain I heard her say 
"Hallelujah" as Pastor Taja was speaking! 

Someone somewhere packed a shoebox for an unknown child 
at Christmas. Little did they know it would lead to a cramped 
meeting in an Albanian living room with a kindergarten teacher and 
two of her daughters praying for salvation. Isn't it great how God 
works? And how He chooses to include us in His work? 

Keep praying! Pastor Taja and his wife returned to conduct Bible studies 
in this home after we left, but the man of the house has forbidden them 
from meeting there. The Tajas are keeping in contact with this family by 
buying milk from them every Friday Pray that the seeds of salvation that 
were planted will bear fruit and that God will soften this man's heart so 
that the entire family can welcome the Savior. 

Allan Stevens lives in Hartland, New Brunswick, but is a 
member of Macon Wesleyan Church in Macon, Georgia. 
He spent 2005 as a GO-Net missionary to Albania and is 
taking steps to return as a career missionary. 



World 

Christians 

are day

to-day 

disciples 

for whom 

Christ's 

global 

cause has 

become the 

integrating, 

overriding 

priority for 

all that He 

is for them. 

-David Bryant 

A young family wha lived and worked among the Karis people far twa years 
invites yau ta experience life among the peoples and culture of Central Asia. 

liCalam Aleykum!" The words come at you 
~from all directions as you walk down a 

Central Asian street-any Central Asian street. It 
is an ordinary greeting for an ordinary day, and 
yet that day was extraordinary. It was not the 
sunshine, the warm spring weather, or even the 
green grass sprouting up through pavement 
cracks. That day was extraordinary because I 
finally understood what "Salam Aleykum" meant. 
After nine months of living in this Central Asian 
city, I was able not only to return the greetings, 
but to stop and engage strangers in conversation 
as I walked home from my subway stop. I was 
on top of the world! 

The Culture of Central Asia 
Before moving to Central Asia, our 

knowledge of the Muslim world was 
limited to turbans, camels, and sand. 
Now we know that it is so much more 

than that. How can you encapsulate more than a 
billion people representing six continents? The 
Muslim world is as varied as its peoples- a thick 
slice of humanity peppered with contrasting 
cultures-and that presents the Church one of its 
greatest challenges. 

Central Asians are known the world over for 
their gracious hospitality- the likes of which we 
can only imagine in the West. Total strangers 
often invite you into their homes for tea-or 
even a multiple course meal. Taxi drivers, 
amazed that westerners spoke their language, 
invited us to their homes for a meal. And we are 
not talking about meat and potatoes! Tea and 
sweets for starters, salads, lamb, fish, chicken 
and veal kebab, rice dishes, fresh vegetables, and 
fruits with nuts and yogurt, finished off with 
cake, more sweets, and as many rounds of tea as 
you can stomach! Needless to say, we never 
suffered for lack of food in Central Asia. 
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Muslims hal'e na canfirmatian that 
6ad really cares about them as 

individuals. One young Muslim girl 
admitted that the wards "6ad lal'es 
yau" changed her life. The 6ad she 
had known partially through Islam, she 
naw knows fully through Jesus Christ. 

"1 Blessings and Curses 
Central Asian culture- much like the culture 

, of the Old Testament-includes many blessings 
and curses. At any social event or celebration a 

..... prescribed congratulatory saying is delivered. 
At weddings the bride is given a blessing: "May your 
eyes always be clear!" On birthdays the statement to 
children is always "May you be a big boy/girl!" If 
someone is sick they are told, "May God give you health" 
or "May your pillow soon be light." When someone dies, 
the appropriate response is always "May God give them 
rest." At first the statements seemed routine to us, but as 
we have grown to appreciate this culture, we have seen 
them more as a strength. No one is ever at a loss for 
words; they know exactly what to say! There is an 
appropriate saying or blessing for every situation. 

Curses are equally prevalent in the culture. If you were 
to wish my teeth to turn black and fall out, I would probably 
laugh at you. But I would never say those words to anyone 
in Central Asia! That would not be a laughing matter at all, 
but a serious curse. The American director of our language 
school told us about a particularly confusing time for him 
when people kept throwing trash in a nook by the school 
building. Neither curt warnings nor threatened legal action 
curbed the trash buildup. Finally, one day he happened to 
walk past a nook similar to his own-trash free. Painted on 
a nearby wall were the words "May it be on your father's 
head." Now he understood! No one wanted to take the 
chance that throwing trash might risk the lives of their 
families. Curses are respected and taken seriously. 

The Culture af Islam 
One reality we have discovered since moving 

to Central Asia is that Islam is as much a 
cultural description as it is a religious one. In 
the West we tend to box things up tidily, 

compartmentalizing one from the next. But the people of 
Central Asia are Muslim simply because they are Central 
Asian. On a test devised for English learners, one student 
answered a question querying her religious preference 
with "This is a silly question. I'm from Central Asia." 
Our conclusion is that for many Muslims of Central Asia, 
religion is not chosen; it is simply a form of birthright. 
Local people happily confess that they are "sword 

Muslims"-meaning their ancestors were forced to accept 
that religion. Our muted response was an incredulous , 
"You're ok with that?" 

Life in Central Asia brings you into contact with the 
spiritual world on a regular basis. Plans are never made 
without an emphatic "Inshallah!" ("if God wills") . God is a 
regular topic of conversation with complete strangers on an 
overcrowded bus. Any negative talk is traditionally subverted 
with "May God forbid." Every compliment offered to a child 
must be followed with "May God keep them!" as a spiritual 
blessing and protection for that child from evil. This is both 
helpful and challenging for Christian workers. Central Asian 
people have a spiritual framework within which we can work. 
A typical person is more than happy to discuss spiritual 
issues. On the flip side we recognize that their framework is 
incorrect, or at least incomplete . 

Muslims of Central Asia practice their own forms of 
folk Islam. Fear of the evil eye plays a role in everyone's 
life; protection against it can be found above school 
doors, on hospital gates, and on charms hanging around 
every child's wrist or neck. When our friends notice that 
our children do not wear the charms, they immediately 
buy them for us. We explain that we believe Jesus keeps 
them, that He is their protector. They always respond , 
"Yes, of course, God protects them ... but this helps!" 

· The liod af Islam 
The God of Islam is powerful but not 

personal. He will not necessarily act on my 
behalf. Therefore, in a country where you must 
look out for yourself, economic and spiritual 

welfare take on a similar tone. Anything that might help 
cover your bases is a legitimate form of protection -
because God cannot be counted on. 

As believers in Jesus we understand that our sin grieves 
the heart of God. We also have the assurance of Christ's 
work in our lives and the promise of heaven. Muslims 
agree that God is merciful. Living in the tension of good 
deeds versus bad, they hope that on their last day, when 
they stand in front of God, He will show them mercy. 

Muslims have no confirmation that God really cares 
about them as individuals. It is a joy to be able to share 
those three simple, yet profound words, "God loves you ." 
One young girl admitted that those were the words that 
changed her life. She knew she must fear God, but she 
always wondered if He loved her. When a Christian told 
her that God loved her through Jesus , she was amazed. 
The God she had known partially through Islam, she now 
knows fully through Jesus Christ. 

A Challenge for Yau 
One question people often ask us is , "Is it safe 

over there where you live?" Honestly, their 
concern often makes us chuckle because we feel 

continued on page 23 
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One billion 

Muslims 

cannot be 

forgotten 

by the 

Church. 

We must 

not spare 

any effort 

to make 

the gospel 

relevant 

to Islam's 

various 

ethnic 

units. 

-Ishak Ibraham 

The Gorveatte family's journey from Michigan to 
Central Asia caused a few raised eyebrows but 
ended up changing their lives forever. 
uy , . h ou re gomg w ere? To do what?" That seemed 

to be the most common response to our family's 
decision to leave our completely safe and 

predictable lives in Michigan and move to Central 
Asia. I remember the first time I heard of the country 
where we now live. I could not do a Google search 
on my computer because I could not even spell it! 
Next thing I knew, I was packing up my four children, 
putting everything we would need for the next seven 
months into twelve action packers and heading off 
over the ocean! Some friends thought we were a bit 
crazy; others smiled and said, "We're just glad it's you 
and not us!" At least they all promised to pray! 

Guess what? God actually knows what He is 
doing! These past few months have brought surprises 
of joy and challenges of faith we could only experience 
here-because this is exactly where God wants us. 

It all started back in 2003 when my husband first 
visited this country. The highlight of his trip was 
worshiping with an international fellowship. This 
interdenominational ministry, launched several years 
ago by a few families who wanted regular Sunday 
school classes for their children, captured his heart. 
Before he left he mentioned that if they ever needed 
a pastor, he would love to be that person. 

Fast forward to 2005 . We were surprised to learn 
that the international fellowship was indeed looking for 
a pastor! God started working in our lives and opening 
up our hearts to an international experience. Soon we 
were leaving our children with relatives and heading 
there for a visit. After four amazing days, the church's 
elder board asked us to return to work with them. 

Through a humbling process of praying, crying, 
and seeking God's direction over the next few 
weeks, we decided to take this leap of faith. Many 
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by Sherry Gorveatte 

times in my life I have asked the question, "What 
will happen if I do this?" But this time the most 
important question seemed to be, "What will happen 
if we don't do this?" 

I found myself convinced that we were making a 
decision we believed to be right for us and for our 
children. God had lessons in store for all of us. From 
the minute we stepped off the plane, our lessons began. 

Some lessons were practical. Namely, how 
easy our lives had been up to that point. We will 
never take electricity, hot water-or any water, for 
that matter-or e-mail (which the children would 
rate as most important) for granted any more. 

Some lessons were cultural, such as true respect 
for elders and children. We experienced this on 
crowded buses when young men gave up their seats 
for the elderly or mothers with small children. 

I even learned some grocery shopping lessons. I 
received many funny looks when I did not always 
buy onions at the same time I bought potatoes, or 
when I did not buy the same amount of cucumbers 
as tomatoes. Culturally, these food items are always 

purchased together and 

John feeding snacks to one of the 
children at the orphanage 



in corresponding quantities. I also learned that 
fresh eggs can be purchased ... with feathers . 
Now, that is fresh! 

Most importantly, we have learned many faith
building lessons . For example, we have discovered 
that when you participate in mission-oriented 
activities, the most important changes happen to 
you, not necessarily through you. Perhaps that is 
the biggest reason we are here. God wanted to 
expand our hearts for His work in the world. 

Looking back, I believe my heart really began 
expanding (breaking is perhaps a more accurate 
word) when we visited a nearby orphanage for the 
first time. The orphanage is home to around 100 
children who have a combination of physical 
and/or emotional handicaps. 

A Scottish band was performing in the dining 
hall that day. The children had a wonderful time 
dancing and spinning around as the band played. 
It was easy to get caught up in the excitement and 
happiness of the moment. These children were 
starved for physical touch; so many just wanted to 

Mark visiting with children 
at the orphanage 

impoverished community. As my husband and I 
assisted in distributing clothing and school supplies , 
our children began to disappear with the community 
children. When I saw the gratitude with which 
people received one piece of clothing, I felt 
convicted when I thought about the number of times 
I have said , "I don't have anything to wear!" 

The next day our eight-year-old daughter wrote 
an account of her visit there: All the 

These past few months have brought surprises of joy ana challenges of faith we coula only 
experience here-because this is exactly where Goa wants us. 

ends of the 

earth will 

remember 

be held. At the end of the music session we served 
a small cake and juice to the children. 

Then our group began visiting the rooms of some 
of the children who had been unable to come to the 
dining hall. The sights and smells were almost 
unbearable. My children were doing fine . I was not. 

It all came together when I was asked to give 
cake and juice to a young man in the comer of one 
room. I placed the snack on his bed then quickly 
realized he could not feed himself. I knelt down 
and began feeding him bits of cake. He started to 
smile. When I held the juice box for him, he could 
barely hold the straw in his mouth. Juice started 
trickling down his chin, but he would not stop 
drinking . He was thirsty; I was a wreck. 

As I continued to serve him, a Scripture came to 
my mind: "Then the righteous will answer him, 
'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give you something to drink?' The King 
will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for 
me"' (Matthew 25:37, 40 NIV). I could barely see 
the young man through my tears, 
but his face is indelibly stamped 
in my memory. It was quiet in 
our van on the way home. 

Our family was recently 
privileged to be part of a 
team who distributed 
humanitarian aid to a 
nearby community of 
internally displaced 
people (IDP). Our 
eyes widened as 
we drove into the 

Yesterday we went to visit some !DPs. We 
brought them some clothes, blankets, and school 
supplies. Some people told us that this was the 
first time anyone had ever given them anything. 
So I think that made a big impact. We had a 
good time playing with the kids there even though 
they didn 't speak English. That didn 't matter. We 
had just as much fun trying to understand them 
as we would if we actually could. I guess that's 
just another adventure of living here. 

Working at the international fellowship has also 
been a learning experience. On any given Sunday 
people from more than 20 nations gather to worship 
together. Never before have I so clearly experienced 
the biblical reality of Christ's unity in diversity. 
Because the fellowship is multicultural, 
multinational, and multidenominational, we often 
have the opportunity to lay aside our differences and 
live out Jesus' command in John 13:34-35: "A new 
command I give you: Love one another. As I have 
loved you, so you must love one another. By this all 

men will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another" 
(NIV). 

I love seeing our new 
friends discover Jesus . One new 

friend from Nigeria is 
enrolled in medical 
school. His journey 
from Islam to Christian 
faith has been a 
miracle. When he 

continueq pn page 26 

and turn 

to the Lord, 

and all the 

families of 

the nations 

will bow 

down before 

him, for 

dominion 

belongs to 

the Lord and 

he rules over 

the nations. 

- Psalm 22:27·28 NfV 
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Only an 

estimated 

10,000 

missionaries 

out of the 

global foreign 

mission force 

of420,000 

are wor0ng 

within the 

estimated 

10,000 

unreached 

groups. 

- Ralph 0. Winter 

Thousands of Muslim women are disillusioned 
and hurting, searching for an elusive love 

they have never known. 

Searching 
for Love 

by Alicia Five and a half years have passed 
since my husband and I stepped 

off a plane and into a Central Asian Muslim culture. 
In that time we have come to know and love the Karis 
people and are seeing firsthand how God is at work 
drawing these Muslim men and women to the truth of 
Christ. I want to tell you the stories of two young 
women. I will call them Miriam and Gulya. 

When I first met them, Miriam and Gulya seemed 
like typical teenagers. In their culture, however, they 
were headed down a dangerous path . In a country 
where men only want to marry girls whose parents 
have kept them sheltered at home, these two were 
spending time going out with girlfriends and chasing 
boys. Their reputations and chances of a good future 
were in danger. 

Then, about four years ago, one of their neighbors 
brought them to some of our early house church 
meetings. Miriam accepted Christ and that 
commitment changed her life. She quickly developed 
a deep hunger for prayer and reading the Word. She 
became a committed leader among the young people in 
the house church network, often volunteering to help 
with children or youth meetings. She is a woman of 
prayer and now leads house church prayer meetings. 
Jesus' love and peace shine from her face. 

Miriam's contentment has not been without cost. 
Now in her mid-twenties, she is still single, considered 
an "old maid" in her culture. She faces tremendous 
pressure from her family to marry a nonbeliever and 
start her own family. But Miriam refuses to settle for 
anyone who does not share her love for Jesus , and 
there are very few Christian men in her country. She 
still wants to be married, but her priorities are different 
now. Jesus is her first love! 

Miriam's friend, Gulya, was in the meeting on the 
day Miriam accepted Christ and still attends house 
church meetings, but she has not yet chosen to put Jesus 
first. She continues to seek love and acceptance through 
relationships with men. Last December, as I was 
preparing tea for a house church meeting, Gulya 
confided in me that she was pregnant. Her boyfriend 
had abandoned her; he had no job or money to get 
married. Gulya thought I would understand since I was 
also pregnant at the time. 

We met several times over the next weeks and 
months . I encouraged her to forgive her boyfriend for 
his betrayal but also to accept her share of 
responsibility. Most of all I tried to help her find a 
way to give her baby the best chance possible, under 
the circumstances. I knew that abortion, being the 
most common form of birth control practiced in her 

8 • www.praygivego.com 



country, would seem like the best solution . 
I explained over and over that life is a gift from 

God. That means we have no right to take it-even 
from an unborn baby. We talked about what it would 
mean if she kept the baby or if she chose to give it up 
for adoption. After raising objections to all the 
options we talked about, Gulya kept blaming her 
boyfriend, bemoaning the fact that he would not 
return to her. And we came no closer to a decision. 

Slowly I realized why Gulya was not able to 
accept my point of view. She lives in a shame
oriented culture in which bringing shame to another 
person is one of the greatest offenses a person can 
commit. Gulya's pregnancy was bound to bring great 
shame on her family and almost certainly prevent her 
from ever marrying. She could not see beyond the 
immediate consequences for herself and her family if 
people found out. I could not make her understand 
the shame and sadness it would ultimately bring to 
her and to Jesus if she chose to abort the baby. 

Gulya continued to refuse to tell anyone about her 
pregnancy, especially her parents. At one point she 
ran away, hoping to stay with friends for awhile , but 
her parents found her and brought her back home. 
Desperate, she asked us for money for an abortion . 
When we refused, she angrily responded, "What kind 
of Christians are you if you won't help people when 
they ask?" I kept praying for Gulya, but did not see 
her for some time. 

Finally Gulya was forced to tell her mother about 
her advancing pregnancy. Time for a solution was 
running out. At about seven months, her mother 
forced her to induce labor at home where the baby 
was born and thrown away. 

I cannot find the words to say how sick at heart this 
left me. That baby, who should now be a lively child 
about the same age as the child I recently delivered and 
hold in my arms every day, never had a chance to live. 

Why do I share this heartrending story? Because 
I believe that the Church should know that the need 
for Jesus in the Muslim world is enormous. Gulya 
still lives in the same courtyard as Miriam; she even 
comes to house church meetings occasionally. 
Outwardly she seems much the same as before, 
evidently relieved that her "problem" is gone. But I 
know there are wounds in her soul that only Jesus 
can heal. I wish she could understand that Jesus 
wants to be the true love of her life. 

Sadly Gulya is not alone. Thousands of Muslim 
women are disillusioned and hurting, searching for an 
elusive love they have never known. Who will tell 
them? Who will show them? Who will introduce 
them to the One who can give them the love they are 
searching for? 

Alicia and her family have served with Global Partners 
among the Karis people f or the past five years . She earned 
her bachelor 's degree in cross-cultural ministry in 1999. 
She is currently a stay-at-home mom and assists in team 
and church planting work among the Kar is people. 

STORIES FROM THE FRONT STORIES FROM THE FRONT 

Stone upon Stone by Douglas and Jean 

I n slow, cyclonic fashion, the religious movements of Catholicism, 
Orthodoxy, Islam, and atheism have swirled throughout the 

Balkans. For more than 300 years Islam has shaped the culture 
{holidays, marriage, burial, family structure, foods, language, etc.) 
of a tiny Serbian province nestled in the middle of the Balkans. 

In the 1980s a fresh breeze began to mingle with these churning 
influences. This breeze has borne the message that responds to the 
heart cry for a God who interacts in daily life. In 1999 the borders 
opened to international ministries. The people became acquainted with 
internationals who had a living faith that had transformed their lives. 
This has opened up opportunities for building relationships with people 
who need someone to sit with them as friends, listening to the cries of 
their hearts. That does not mean ignoring the sins of their culture or 
personal lives. It does mean speaking the language of their hearts, 
without judgment or condescension. Superstitions handed down from 
generation to generation are not easily abandoned. Folk religion is not 
easy to sort out from everyday life, old wives tales, and home remedies. 
These must be wisely illuminated with the living Truth. 

To some of the people, a transformation of faith means a gradual 
enlightening to Truth. We have met people who are devoted to God, 
seekers of truth, walking in all the light they have. They are similar to 
New Testament figures who walked in the streets, marketplaces, and 
hillsides of Palestine. At this point in our ministry we find it necessary to 
meet people where they are, encouraging them to continue in full faith 
in God. Often they read the Bible as well as the Koran. We are 
encouraged that this will help them discover God's answer for sin. We 
also offer indMdual and group instruction in the Bible. God's truth is 
mighty and powerful! We believe that and trust it implicitly! 

This province teems with fear and superstition. The Spirit of God is 
at work, but minus the knowledge of Christ's redemption, people are 
relying on good works and sacrifices to please God. They need guides 
to help them move beyond the limits of law into the freedom of IMng 
faith. Some are only a step or two away from accepting full salvation. 
It is our joy to witness this transformation! 

Our long-term residence here is gaining us recognition and 
respect, earning us the right to be asked important questions. God 
is giving us opportunities to answer those questions with Bible 
truths. There is an old Albanian proverb which says, "Gur mbi gur 
nje mur eshte nderuar." ("Stone upon stone a wall is built.") This 
proverb expresses the high value placed on relationships. The 
process is slow, but truth upon truth, stone upon stone, the wall of 
faith is being built in this Serbian province. 

-Since December 2003 Douglas and Norma Jean have served as Global 
Partners ' missionaries in the Balkans; however, Doug began his 
missionary career in the Balkans two years prior to their marriage. Both 
have been involved in lifelong ministries-Doug as pastor and school 
administrator and Jean as wife of a Nazarene pastor who died in 1996. 
Together they have five children and thirteen grandchildren. 
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Your ways, 

0 God, are 

holy. What 

god is so 

great as our 

God? You 

are the 

God who 

performs 

miracles; 

you display 

your power 

among the 

peoples. 

- Psakn 77:13-14NN 

I see the narrow country road stretching out before 
me into a thin line and know that each curve 
ahead will be followed by another mile. On this 

road there are no busses, no short cuts , and the 
falling snow has now risen past the tops of my shoes. 
On foot , this walk is long enough to make me think 
twice before setting out but short enough to be worth 
it, even on the coldest winter day. The wind chill is 
somewhat offset by the magnificence of the steep 
mountain range towering over the countryside to the 
west, as though to comfort or protect us. But the 
wind chill is no match for the warmth that awaits me 
at the home of my good friend Veton.* 

Just as this same country road seems shorter in 
spring than in winter, Veton 's spiritual journey has 
not been marked by the same struggle and resistance 
that seems to characterize many other Muslims' 
journey from Islam to personal faith in Jesus Christ. 
After only a few brief visits I had the privilege of 
praying with Veton to receive Christ as his Savior. 
God is willing and able to move quickly in people's 
hearts, no matter what their background. 

However, sometimes we walk the same road in 
winter and it seems interminable. As I develop 
relationships with Muslims in the Balkans, it often 
seems that each mile of progress is met by another 
curve, another mile. Objections, resistance, questions, 
fears , and spiritual warfare are common mile markers 
along this road that still lies somewhat off the beaten 
track of modem missions. Whatever the season, 
whatever the challenges, I have discovered that the 
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destination is well worth the journey. Let me take you 
down this "winter road" of ministry among Muslims. 

SPIRITUAL DEPENDENCE 
When walking in winter we have no control over the 

temperature, the snow, or the wind. We are dependent 
on the elements; wit and wishing will not keep us 
warm. Likewise, we are utterly dependent on the work 
of the Holy Spirit in the heart of an unbeliever, 
especially one who has deep roots in Islam. This road 
will quickly bring you to the end of your own resources. 
Your best presentation of the gospel may easily be met 
with indifference. Methods that produce fruit in other 
settings may have little effect here. 

Furthermore, those with clear spiritual hunger are 
often held back by strong family structures. This was 
the case for a young friend of mine during my first 
year in the Balkans. While he had already come to 
faith in Christ, he was still keeping this decision 
private. One day I asked him about this and with an 
air of resignation he explained, "It would bring great 
shame to my father if his brothers and neighbors knew 
that his son had changed his religion . I would never 
shame my father, so I keep this private for now." 

Others have told me that their inheritance, job 
prospects , potential brides, and favor in the community 
are all dependent on this decision. It takes more than 
friendship and sincerity to convert hearts. Ministry 
among Muslims that is not characterized first and 
foremost by prayer, daily time in His Word, humility, 
and a belief in God's supernatural, transforming 



power is unlikely to bear lasting fruit. For this reason, the 
need is not for better methods or better missionaries , but for 
more faith and more obedience . God is teaching me to pray 
earnestly and walk boldly through the doors He opens . 

RELATIONSHIPS 
God often moves through family units and threads of 

relationships. Let me illustrate what I mean . When I first 
arrived in the Balkans in 1999, I was introduced to a man 
named Arton . Within my first few weeks, Arton, who 
knew the road to Veton's home, escorted us on a long bus 
ride followed by the three-mile walk along the country 
road that leads to Veton's home. Though Arton is walking 
his own spiritual journey at a slower pace, he helped us 
connect with his friend Veton who reached the destination 
before him. Arton later introduced me to his own brother 
Blerim who often initiated spiritual conversations with me. 
Blerirn quickly became a focus of my prayers as I asked 
God to work in the hearts of my Balkan friends. 

After a few conversations about Jesus with Blerim over 
a couple of years , I found myself sitting in his living room 
as his entire family crowded in together for their first deep 
discussion of Easter. Blerim's young son Flamur was 
confused; he could only partially grasp the meaning of the 
cross and the resurrection. "Why did Jesus have to die?" 
he asked. Blerim, who had played the role of the polite 
antagonist up to that point, quickly changed roles. He 
answered his son's question clearly, explaining that Christ's 
death was payment for our sins! Though Blerim does not 
yet fully understand the content of these words, his son is 

We are uttelfy dependent on Ille woltc of Ille Holy Spirit 
in Ille heart of an unbeliever, especially one who has 
deep roots in Islam •••• Minislry among Muslims lhat is 
not characterized first and foremost by prayer, daily lime 
in His Word, humility, and a belief in God's supematural, 

lranSfonning power is llllikely to bear lasting fnliL 

hearing the gospel at an early age-in his own home, in his 
own language, and from his own father! 

For Blerim's family, the road may be long, but they 
have covered the first mile and are beginning to round the 
first curve. We will continue to walk with them. Will you 
join us? 

PREPARATION 
At our first meeting Veton was full of penetrating 

questions about the meaning of Scripture, the identity of 
Jesus Christ, and the implications for our daily life. He 
soon followed with a much simpler question: "How can I 
become a Christian?" His initial response was unusual. 
Many Muslims find deep meaning and coherence in their 
faith and in the Koran. Their questions focus on the 
reliability of the Bible and the relationship between Islam 
and Christianity. Some have a strong grasp on the points 
of contention between the two religions and are well 
prepared for very heated discussions. 

In trying to answer these questions, I found myself 
confronting the reality that most people in this area do not 
speak English well enough to conduct these heartfelt 
conversations in my native tongue. That gave me the 
opportunity to demonstrate a passion to be constantly 
learning their heart language! 

I am passionate about being well prepared for these 
encounters. God has given me a joy of studying the 
Scripture and increasing my understanding of the Koran. 
The book of 1 Peter calls us to be prepared to give an 
answer for the hope that we have. Sermons in the book of 
Acts provide great examples of well thought-out responses 
to sincere questions and objections. Above all, I want to be 
prepared to share from my heart how God has come close 
to me in the person of Jesus Christ and how He brings 
transformation, peace, and forgiveness into my life. 
Personal testimonies are powerful messages of truth to 
those who are finding their way on their journey to Christ. 

Veton, Arton, and Blerirn are only a few of the countless 
people living in homes that lie along these less-traveled 
Muslim roads. God has called Claudia and me to leave our 
home and set out on this path, but there are still millions of 
others on thousands of other roads. Who else will God 
send to reach Valbona, Faruk, Agim, and Meli? In all 
seasons, in all conditions, God calls us to walk down long 
roads to make a difference in people's lives. At the end of 
this journey is a warm welcome at home in the arms of 
God-for us and for our friends. Is God calling you to set 
out on this long winter road? · 

*The names in this article have been changed, though the stories are real. 

Jared and Claudia are missionaries to the Balkans and plan to depart 
for the field in 2007. Jared has served two years (2001 and 2004) in 
the Balkans, during which time he sensed a long-term call to church 
planting. Claudia is from Colombia, South America, and has felt 
called to be a missionary since she was 16 years old. 
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The Lord is 

not slow in 

keeping his 

promise, 

as some 

understand 

slowness. 

He is patient 

with you, 

not wanting 

anyone to 

perish, but 

everyone to 

come to 

repentance. 

- 2 Peter 3:9 NIV 

We come from a land of instant 
everything- from fast food to 
preapproved credit cards and ATMs. As 

North Americans we guard our time as a precious 
commodity. Much effort and an endless number of 
products are devoted to the sole purpose of saving 
time. The logic is that the more quickly you can do 
or buy something, the more overall productivity you 
will achieve. Ours is a task-driven, results-oriented 
culture. And, let's face it, if we want something 
purchased or done, we do not like to wait for it. 
Sadly for us, however, the rest of the world, and, in 
particular, pioneer ministry among Muslim people, 
does not always want to cooperate with our need for 
speed. Instead, here in Bosnia and Herzegovina, we 
find ourselves hurrying up to wait. 

Why does everything take so long? Due largely 
to the recent war in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Bosnian citizens, whose ethnic traditions include a 
mixture of Muslim, Catholic, and Orthodox, cling to 
the one thing that gives them a sense of their own 
hard fought cultural identity-religion. Most of the 
Muslim friends we minister among are "cultural 
Muslims." Their religious system is little more than 
a national marker rather than a faith and/or belief 
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system that guides their lives. Some may choose to 
celebrate certain holidays or follow certain customs 
(such as refraining from eating pork), but when 
asked why they do so, most do not know. In fact , 
none of the friends we have made go to the mosque 
with any regularity (usually only for funerals or 
weddings) , nor do we know anyone who adheres to 
the Five Pillars of Islam. Very few acknowledge 
Allah, pray, or read the Qu'ran-although it does 
collect dust on the shelves of many homes , not 
unlike the Bible in many Christian homes. 

So while Bosnian Muslims hold strongly to their 
Islamic identity, just as the many Croats living in 
Bosnia hold to their Catholic identity, a more 
accurate picture reveals a group of people who have 
chosen secular humanism and nationalism as their 
religions of choice. Even so , the pressure to hold 
tightly to traditional religions as a source of cultural 
identity in a post-communist, postwar nation is 
strong. Men and women must be released from this 
enslaving pressure before they can even begin to 
realize that Christ is also for them. This takes time 
and intercession. 

In addition, the heartache of war and the tough 
challenges of daily life have resulted in a high level 



of distrust for those outside one's own circle of friends and 
family. True vulnerability in relationships is rare. Of 
course, all of these issues impact the ministry of foreign 
missionaries who do not fit inside any traditional circle, and 
who desire to introduce a new faith that has the potential to 
pull Bosnians from their preferred traditions. In order to 
minister effectively we need to become insiders by 
understanding the cultural dilemmas and earning people's 
trust and respect. People need time to see Jesus Christ in 
our lives. They need time to grow to trust Hirn as Lord and 
Savior. Spiritual transformation never happens instantly. 

easier to erect a church building and plan services in the 
hope that "if we build it, they will come." But recent history 
has proven this methodology will result in weak discipleship 
based on large initial interest, often caused by a desire for 
humanitarian aid that dwindles quickly when aid ceases. 

It is time to begin a new chapter in this country's spiritual 
history. Bosnians need Christ, not religion! Jesus is the only 
One who can reconcile them to God and to each other. In 
order to establish the kingdom of God with long-lasting fruit , 
we are convinced we must stick with it for the long haul, 
paying the hard price of patience. As we carefully and 

Pioneer ministry among Muslim people does not always want to cooperate with North Americans' 

need for speed . ... In order to minister effectively missionaries need to become insiders by 

understanding the cultural dilemmas and earning people's trust and respect. People need time to see 

Jesus Christ in the missionaries' lives. They need time to grow to trust Him as Lord and Savior. 

Therefore, ministry among Muslim people in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina means exercising lots of patience and 
persistence; in other words, delayed gratification. That 
means giving ourselves to the hard work of learning 
language and embracing culture. It means living as much 
like the people around us as we possibly can so that what is 
seen in our lives is the Jesus who speaks Bosnian and who 
understands their hearts and thoughts. It means drinking 
lots and lots of coffee, often accompanied by inhaling 
plenty of secondhand smoke. It means enduring many 
conversations about casual things in order to earn the right 
to insert those glorious five or ten minutes about Jesus. It 
means hours of intercession, pleading with God to open 
hearts. It means being content that someone has agreed to 
read the Bible with you but is not quite ready to come to the 
church meeting. It means learning how to be a friend, 
practicing unhurried love. 

One of the most beautiful things about an old friendship 
is simply the history and trust you share. We cannot 
artificially manufacture that type of closeness with local 
people. Rather, we must persistently make ourselves 
available, become trustworthy, and then simply wait for 
time to naturally grow into shared history. How else will 
we be able to uncover and speak to the burning issues and 
needs to which Jesus is the answer in this culture? How 
else will we gain a place of true and lasting influence 
among these people to impact them for Christ? Even after 
we have earned that place of trust, there is still the need to 
walk patiently with our new friends as they learn to trust 
and love the Christ to whom we belong. 

If we are honest, we must admit that it is hard for us to 
wait. The learning curve is severe and the spiritual battles 
intense. All our natural impulses urge us to rush things 
along, even at the risk of losing long-term benefits. After 
all , we are used to instant gratification, not delayed. We 
want to see it all happen yesterday. We know it may be 

prayerfully lay a strong foundation, this emerging faith will 
be able to withstand any opposition that comes its way. 

As we push forward in this ministry we tum our eyes to 
God. He alone is faithful. He is the Master Builder. His 
hope does not disappoint. He is patient with us and with our 
Muslim friends. His love is long-suffering. He gently brings 
us along until we stand confidently on His promises, holding 
firmly to the hope that Christ desires that none should perish 
but that all come to saving faith in Hirn to the glory of God. 

God is teaching us to rejoice in each victory. As it turns 
out, what we often see as "nothing happening" is in fact God 
moving mountains in the background. We see glimpses of 
God's Spirit moving on hearts. Through ministries of 
educational development as World Hope International, we 
have been able to tangibly love our community and build 
trust at a citywide level. Mladen has commented about 
seeing a different kind of Christianity in us that looks like 
the "real thing." Jasmina, outwardly tough, has slowly 
opened up and even paid her first compliment to us recently 
after five months of weekly, sometimes daily, contact. 
Sanela eagerly engages us in conversation, even though we 
sometimes sound like children in her language. Zoran 
intercedes for his city. Elena has found the peace of trusting 
Jesus with her life. Zoran and Elena have recently begun 
worshiping with us after three years of friendship, 
discipleship, and prayer. 

These may seem like small victories to you, but, for us, they 
are the foundational building blocks of the Church and serve 
as reminders that God's purposes will prevail. He is building 
His Church in this place . ... and it is worth the wait! 

Nikki has been living in Bosnia and Herzegovina since May 2002 . She 
serves there with her husband, Trent, and their two children, Ariela and 
Luka. Susan joined the team in Bosnia and Herzegovina in August 
2005, along with her husband, Frank, and daughter Abigail. Since 
arriving in Bosnia she has been working hard to learn language, and in 
December she gave birth to their son Benjamin. 
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George Beals, pastor 

of global ministries at 

Central Wesleyan Church 

in Holland, Michigan, 

explains how one 

local church in North 

America, working 

with Global Partners, 

is banding together to 

impact a Central Asian 

nation for Christ. 
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Over 100 years ago Samuel Zwemer 
left his hometown of Holland, 

Michigan, to become the first modem 
missionary to the Islamic world. A 
century later, our local church became 
aware that it is in the "spiritual DNA" of 
the people of western Michigan to reach 
out around the world- and that we 
wanted to make a concerted effort to 
share Jesus' love with those who live in 
Muslim nations. In order to do this, we 
knew we needed a different model for 
sending and supporting missionaries. 

We decided that, in addition to sending 
out missionaries, we needed to develop a 
local support team to surround them in 
this incredible task. As we prayed and 
continued to seek God's plan, a specific 
location was chosen. We believed 
together that God would be pleased to 
establish an indigenous church planting 
movement among the Karis people of 
Central Asia. By the year 2015 we expect 
to see 70 house churches raised up and 
scattered throughout this country. Our 
vision is for these churches to be self
governing, self-propagating, and self
supporting, with at least 40 percent of the 
constituents as head of households. 

Immediately we began to challenge our 
congregation to go. At one time, 17 people 
from our church lived and worked among 
the Karis people. Meanwhile, we developed 
a significant support team here at home. 

Mow On 

a 

The support team was divided into 
different assignments: team director, 
platform, prayer support, promotions, short
term team coordinator, and newsletter 
coordinator. Each person in the support 
team agreed to an initial four-year term. In 
addition, they agreed to regularly pray for 
the project and attend monthly meetings. 
Visiting the on-field team was expected at 
least once during their initial four-year term, 
along with assisting in overall logistics. 
Each person was charged with promoting 
stability in the new project through 
consistency in involvement, promoting the 
ministry in their personal area of influence 
in the local church, and looking for 
opportunities to educate people about the 
project. To ensure longevity each person 
was expected to help recruit a new team 
member at the end of their term. We asked 
members to take initiative and ownership in 
the ministry. 

Each member of the support team has 
specific responsibilities that look 
something like the following: 

Team Director. Provides overall 
leadership and vision for the project. 
Leads monthly meetings to review activity 
relating to all specific areas of 
responsibility. Challenges and hold 
support team members accountable. 
Keeps church staff informed about the 
ministry and field workers. Most 
importantly, continues reminding the staff 



and the church that this is not just a 
project, but it is their project of which a 
significant portion of budget is allocated 
and people involved. 

Platform Diredor. Provided 
insight on the best entry strategy into 
the country for our missionaries. Since 
the Muslim government did not allow 
Christian missionaries, the task was to 
guide the team into the possible ways 
people could stay on the field. The 
initial entry into the country was on 
one-year student visas for language 
learning. After that first year another 
reason was needed to stay. The 
platform director helped think through 
possibilities. Developed training 
needed for the desired strategy. 
Assisted in logistical details for the 
platform in regard to visa requirements. 
Gave ongoing advice concerning 

Our church wanted to 
make a concerted effort 

to share Jesus' love 
with those who live in 

Muslim nations. 

platform strategy. Once the platform 
was established and moving ahead , this 
position was eliminated from the 
support team. 

Prayer Support Diredor. Provides 
the church with updated information on 
how to pray for the project and people. 
Develops and implements plans to 
involve the entire church in corporate 
prayer times. Leads prayer meetings 
for the project. Communicates with the 
field and forwards weekly prayer 
requests and praises . A prayer calendar 
is made up from monthly requests and 
is included in the newsletter. Keeps 
existing prayer teams updated on prayer 
items from the field. 

Promotions Diredor. Keeps the 
project before the church so that 
ownership is maintained and ongoing 
vision is nourished . Develops 
strategies to engage all age groups to 
connect them with the team and our 
unreached people group emotionally 
and spiritually. Does whatever is 
possible to keep the ministry before the 
people . This includes giving 
presentations to small groups, Sunday 
school classes , and any group in the 
church. A variety of mediums is used 
to reach different age levels , such as 
skits and puppet shows for children and 
videos of short-term teams and our 
missionaries for adults. 

Short-tenn Team Coordinator. 
Provides logistical details for ongoing 
short-term teams. We chose a country 
where we would be able to send short-term 
teams to accomplish our goals while 
encouraging our missionaries and exciting 
our people about this ministry. Assists in 
identifying and developing team leaders, 
coordinated times, schedules, group size, 
purpose, and travel logistics. Helps to train 
team members prior to departure relating 
to culture, safety, roles, and responsibilities. 
Assists in debriefing team members after 
their return to assist in processing their 
experience. Helps to integrate returning 
teams into the life of the church for 
promotion and continued vision casting. 

Newsletter Coordinator. Helps 
produce a high quality newsletter that 
supports our field workers and keeps 
supporters informed. Serves as a liaison 
between the support team and all who 
help with the newsletter. After 
missionaries submit material for the 
newsletter, it is laid out and printed, 
stuffed into envelopes with the prayer 
calendar, and mailed to people on their 
database. Keeps the database updated. 

Logistics. All members of the 
support team are involved in 

interviewing and meeting prospective 
missionaries , coming alongside new 
missionaries during their final stages of 
preparation to go, helping them sort 
through and deal with the many details 
of departure . The team also arranges a 
time of commissioning before 
missionaries are sent out to serve. 
Other details include helping collect 
mail for missionaries, assisting in 
filling out taxes while missionaries are 
out of the country, and securing 
vehicles and housing during times 
when they are back in the States. 

The success of this ministry has been 
twofold. God has directed us to send out 
the right people for the task. He has also 
given us a dedicated support team to 
back up each person who goes. No one 
is more valuable than any other. I thank 
God for each one who makes it possible 
for us to have a small part in God's great 
plan to reach out to one nation with His 
love and redeeming grace. 

Having served at Holland Central for 26 
years, George Beals has seen more than 150 
adults from their church go into full-time 
Christian ministry in the last 16 years He is 
now working on new strategies to reach the 
world/or Christ. 

STORIES FROM THE FRONT STORIES FROM THE FRONT 

Begging to Give by Esther Phillippe 

Have you ever heard of poor people begging to give? Listen to this! In 
2 Corinthians 8: 2-4, Paul is speaking of the Christians in Macedonia. 

Out of most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme 
poverty welled up rich generosity. . . . they gave as much as 
they were able, and even beyond their ability. . .. they urgently 
pleaded [begged} with us for the privilege of sharing . .. (NIV). 

I once heard of the rice missionaries of India. The Indian converts 
realized that as followers of Christ they were responsible to send 
missionaries to those who did not know of Christ's love, but they were 
poor. They devised a plan. Every day, when the mothers cooked for 
their families, each mother would set aside a handful of uncooked rice. 
At the end of the week they took that rice to church and added it to the 
rice gift of all the mothers. It was taken to the market and sold. They 
sent missionaries with the money they received from the sale of the rice! 

At the beginning of 2005 the students of Emmanuel Wesleyan 
Bible College in Swaziland were moved by the devastation of the 
tsunami in Sri Lanka, but our students are not wage earners. They 
promised to give $1,200. God provided close to $2,000! 

Is poverty a qualification for extreme giving? I don't think so. What 
would happen if the rich would give beyond what they are able? 

-Esther Phillippe, a Global Partners ' career missionary in Swaziland, teaches at .-~-~ 
Emmanuel Wesleyan Bible College. She recently explained why she calls her 
newsletter to prayer partners "Sonrise. " Isaiah 9:2 says, "The people walking in 
darkness have seen a great light,· on those living in the land of the shadow of 
death a light has dawned" (NIV). Thirty-nine percent of the population of 
Swaziland is HIV positive. It is the land of death. Christ comes to bring light and 
life! [See the article on page 27: "HIV/AIDS: The Wesleyan Church and Swaziland. 7 



I 
often wonder what heart issues lie 
underneath the violent actions 
carried out by radical Muslims 

today. The driving force for 
eradication of all nonbelievers of Islam 
does not exist among the roughly 70 
percent Muslim adherents in this 
country. Instead, an overwhelming 
movement of tolerance for all religions 
characterizes its current belief system. 

In trying to understand this 
phenomenon I have concluded that this 
deep level of tolerance has emerged as 
a reaction against the confining years 
under communism when all religions 
were outlawed. A common phrase 
now states that "the real religion of 
Albania is Albanianism." 

Bektashi, a centuries-old Muslim 
sect, found its home in Albania. 
(Some followers have settled in the 
surrounding countries of Serbia, 
Macedonia, and Greece.) This sect is 
responsible for introducing much of 
the mysticism that is now prevalent in 
the nation . It also has championed 
tolerance for all religions. I recently 
met one of the leaders of this sect who 
insisted that "all the great intellectuals 
of this land have been Bektashi." 

This insistence on tolerance (which 
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includes acceptance of all kinds of moral 
or immoral standards) does not assist us 
in trying to share Jesus. Personal 
testimony does . One young man had 
been working on rebuilding a Bektashi 
temple when we arrived to show the 
JESUS film. After hearing a Christian 
woman share her testimony, he said, "I 
want what she has." 

Muslims in Albania incorporate 
mysticism into their beliefs. It intersects 
family life in many ways. As most 
homes are built, dolls and other objects 
(such as garlic or onions) are hung up 
with hopes of warding off the "evil eye." 
Children are often insulted instead of 
praised in order to avoid an entry point 
for evil. Early in their lives children learn 
these superstitious practices and may 
even adopt their own. Some children in 
the neighborhood where I live insisted 
that I blow on my hands after scratching 
my throat in order to keep sickness from 
entering my body. I tried to explain why 
I did not think that was necessary. Now 
those same children are part of a Bible 
study we have started in our home. One 
girl recently asked, "Who is this Jesus?" 
It is exciting to be able to help her - and 
others-slowly discover a loving Savior 
who watches over them with love and 

longs to fill them with a deep peace that 
overcomes fear. 

Apathy and hopelessness are hard 
to overcome. But Jesus offers hope
and we have the joy of introducing this 
Friend and Redeemer to people who 
listen with respect and who may be 
ready to receive the truth. After our 
presentation to one woman, she 
responded, "I have heard about Jesus 
before, but I didn't realize all He had 
done for us." 

God has called us to simply share 
the gospel. Sometimes it falls on fertile 
soil and produces fruit-fruit that will 
last. Thank you for being a part of the 
harvest by believing with us that Jesus 
will transform lives in Albania. 

Kenand 
Dawn Bishop, 
along with 
their three 
children, Eva, 
Joshua, and 
Stephen, are 
currently 
serving in 

Albania. They are engineers by trade but 
were called out of the pews of their local 
church to go and disciple people to the Lord 
in a foreign land. 



"Want to Eat Bread?" 
Whenever someone invites us inside their home to eat, 

they always ask, "Want to eat bread?" That is 

because bread is the main staple food here in Albania. In 

fact, most people think if they do not have bread on the 

table, then it is not a real meal-or worse yet, it is a sign 

of starvation. When Albania was ruled by communism, 

times were so tough that many people subsisted for over a 

year on a diet of bread, sugar, and water. 

Bread has always been an important dietary 

ingredient-beginning with the Israelites. While Joseph 
ruled Egypt, he exchanged livestock for grain, necessary to 

bake bread. Even though the Israelites were surrounded by 

thousands of livestock in the desert, they complained of 

starvation until God sent manna (bread) from heaven. 

Frankly, it puzzles me that bread is still such a popular 

food in North America-even during the current low carb 

by Ken Bishop 

diet craze. 

But bread 

symbolizes 

something 

basic, something that hits a central nerve for all of us

our need for sustenance. 

Christ recognized that primary need. He came as the 

"bread of life." He provides our "daily bread." His 

body was broken for us. When we share the bread of 

communion, we remember the cost He paid to redeem 

us. The Bread of Life sustains me when there is nothing 

else to hold onto. Yes, I miss the comforts of home. 

Yes, I grow weary of the daily spiritual battle. But Jesus 

has promised the primary ingredient I need for each 

day-not only to survive, but to thrive in the place 
where He has called me. 

THE POWER OF ONE THE POWER OF ONE THE POWER OF THE POWER OF ONE THE POWER OF 

Forgiving My Enemies by the national superintendent of The Wesleyan Church in Pakistan 

M inistry among non-Christians is a very delicate and sensitive issue 
in Pakistan. We cannot proclaim the gospel openly, but I thank 

our Lord Jesus Christ who provides me wonderful opportunities to 
present Him among them. 

Myone who wishes to introduce our Lord Jesus Christ to 
nonbelievers should be a very pious person. His character should be 
such that it may be followed by others, and the Lord Jesus must reflect 
from his or her practical life. Moreover, one should have a reasonable 
knowledge not only of the Holy Bible but of the Holy Quran as well. 

True love is another characteristic which may be expressed in 
hospitality. /ls we open our hearts and homes in genuine love, we 
may begin to break down barriers that often effectively block out any 
attempt at witnessing. Many times I invite my Muslim friends into my 
home. Some are very high government officials; some are doctors, 
engineers, or other very learned people. I discuss with them many 
things from the Bible and the Quran that may be considered 
controversial. I try to clarify such things from their own sacred book. 

I do not miss any opportunity to proclaim the gospel, whether I am 
in the market or at the gas station or anywhere else. I straight away 
introduce myse~. Mly name depicts that I am a Christian. Then I tell 
them that I am a pastor, and they become a little more attentive. This 
is when I tell them about our belief and about our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I have been invited to speak at various seminars organized by 
Muslims. I am never afraid to tell them about the Bible and Jesus. 
I tell them that I am a pastor and it is my duty to tell others about 
my religion. Before I go to such meetings or conferences, I always 
prepare myself with prayer. I pray for myself and for all those who 

will be attending these programs that they may listen attentively 
and follow the points I discuss with them. Prayer really works!! 
Prayer is the first pillar of witnessing. It opens doors and hearts as 
nothing else can. Prayer is the most fundamental component in 
witnessing to all people-including Muslims. Prayer breaks down 
all barriers, and the people I speak to listen. 

It may be noted that proclaiming our Lord's message among 
nonbelievers is very difficult in this part of the world. According to 
Islamic law, the penalty for defecting from the faith is death, and this is 
sometimes the case for those who choose Jesus as their Savior. 

Since the abduction (and subsequent release) of my grandson last 
year, I have continuously prayed for the culprits who kidnapped him. 
They were arrested and are still in jail. I finally gathered all my courage 
and gave a statement before the judge in court that I had forgiven all 
four of the culprits. The judge was astonished and asked me why I 
was doing that. I told him that I am a pastor. I teach people from the 
Holy Bible which tells us to forgive our enemies. If I will not forgive 
them, how can I preach the gospel to my people? He was deeply 
moved. He said he had never heard such a testimony before in his 
entire life. All of my Muslim friends are surprised at my decision. 
When I tell them why I have done this, they become anxious to learn 
more about the Bible. 

Such are the opportunities I use to introduce our Lord to 
nonbelievers. 

God has given the national superintendent and his wife a spirit of 
humility and boldness as they live out their faith in this strategic 
part of the world. 



Is God Calling 

to the 

Middle East? 
Dave Home, missions pastor at Spring Lake Wesleyan, tells how God is calling their local 

church to be a part of building Christ's kingdom in some of the most difficult parts of the world. 

The Spirit 

of the 

Sovereign 

Lord is on 

me, because 

the Lord has 

anointed me 

to preach 

good news to 

the poor. He 

has sent me 

to bind up the 

brokenhearted, 

to proclaim 

freedom for 

the captives 

and release 

from darkness 

for the 

prisoners. 

-Isaiah 61:1 NIV 

Chaos and conflict. Violence and hatred. 
Hopelessness and despair. Not a pretty picture, 
is it? That is what many of us see as we look at 

the world today ... especially the Islamic world. 
But we are trying to look at it differently. Could 

it be that God is using the current climate to soften 
hearts of people who have long been hardened to the 
gospel? As a local church we believe that God wants 
to use us to advance His kingdom while this window 
of opportunity is open. And, with the help of the 
Holy Spirit, we intend to do just that. 

Creative Access 
Most of us assume that the Middle East is closed 

to all missionary activity. The truth is that nearly all 
nations in the region are what we call "creative 
access nations ." That means they do not allow 
missionary visas and are often eager to persecute 
Christians. However, they are very open to 
Christians who want to come as students, teachers , 
business professionals, or even pastors working in 
expatriate churches. The benefit of creative access is 
that it provides plenty of opportunities to interface 
naturally with the very people we want to reach. 
Our local church members are learning to think 
outside the box and consider new paradigms of 
missionary involvement. 

Powerful Partnerships 
Rigid denominational lines are not part of the 

picture when working with Muslims in the Middle 
East. I recently attended a consultation of all 
agencies working in the region. I loved seeing the 
body of Christ coming together to build the 
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Kingdom. Baptists work with Pentecostals; 
Wesley ans work with Reformers. What a beautiful 
picture of unity. Partnership is crucial as we enter 
difficult areas. 

Pioneer Missionaries 
All types of missionaries are needed in this region. 

Initially, long-term workers are needed who will make 
the commitment to learn the Arabic language and 
begin the long process of understanding the 
complexities of culture and religion. We have 
discovered a new breed of young pioneers who are 
willing to take up the challenge of doing whatever it 
takes to plant the gospel in hard places. Global 
Partners' missionaries Jim* and Sue* (See more details 
at the end of this article.) are currently studying Arabic 
and have signed on as the first missionaries to help 
launch a new work in the Middle East. 

In addition , we need marketplace missionaries 
who are willing to relocate for a period of time and 
use their specific skills and experience to help plant 
the Church. Creativity, humility, boldness, courage, 
and wisdom must be combined with a passion to see 
Muslims enter into a relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Local Involvement 
Did you know that there are 175,000 Arab 

Muslims living and working in the greater Detroit 
area of Michigan? Our local church is sending short
term teams into the area to assist churches that are 
actively reaching out to Muslims in their own 
communities. They are taking advantage of this 
opportunity for culture and language learning, 
internships with veteran missionaries , and a chance 



to "test the waters" before they commit to long
term service. 

Mission Ownership 
As a local church we are beginning to clarify and 

take ownership of our role in the Great Commission. 
For far too long we have just let Global Partners do 
missions for us. We are learning how to harness the 
strengths and experience of Global Partners and at the 
same time realizing that we have a critical role to play 
in seeing the Church planted in hard places. Sitting in 
our congregation week after week are people called 
and gifted by God to take part in the Great 
Commission to reach Arab Muslims. Some are 
doctors, teachers, or business professionals. Others are 
young adults that God is beginning to stir up for future 
service. There are prayer warriors, administrators, 
encouragers, and sacrificial givers. My job is to link 
them all together in what God is calling us to as a local 
church. Global Partners then becomes our coach or 
consultant that helps us pursue God's call. 

Foundational Prayer 
The Middle East is not an easy place to establish 

the Church. Difficult geography, animosity toward 
westerners, and a great spiritual oppression exist in 
most nations. Jesus asked us to pray that His 
kingdom would come on earth. Jesus told us to 
pray that the Lord of the harvest would send out 

discovering that God was more than just powerful 
and far away; He is personal and He is my Abba 
Father. Since that time my personal relationship 
with my heavenly Daddy has grown and been 
refined over and over-and still is, so that I may 
resemble Him more and more. 

It wasn't until my junior year of college that I 
surrendered everything I was to Christ to use at His 
will. It was after this process of total surrender that I 
could hear the Lord calling me to minister overseas. 
I prayed earnestly that He would give me a passion 
for a specific people group. God then opened the 
door through Jim. I saw a need in the Muslim world 

The next time you read the paper or watch the evening news, let it be a reminder that 
Muslim people need to know Jesus. Then begin to ask God what part you can play in 
walking through this incredible window of opportunity. 

workers. Prayer must be the foundation of our 
strategy to reach the Muslim world. 

A few weeks ago, our first short-term team 
returned from the Middle East. Our senior pastor, 
six lay leaders, and our Global Partners' 
missionaries did a ten-day prayer walk through the 
region. The goal was to lay the foundation for the 
future work God is calling us to. We made 
contacts, learned new strategies, began to formulate 
a strategic plan - but the focus was prayer. 

The next time you read the paper or watch the 
evening news, let it be a reminder that Muslim 
people need to know Jesus . Then begin to ask God 
what part you can play in walking through this 
incredible window of opportunity. Will you pray? 
Will you give? Will you go? 
Sue's Story. I grew up in what seemed to 
outsiders (and to me) as a good Christian home. 
Yet, in my senior year of high school, my parents 
could no longer play the part of a perfect family. 
They divorced and eventually remarried others. It 
was through this experience that the faith I had 
preached to others was tested. I found myself 

and stepped through the door and said yes to 
working alongside him for the Kingdom's gain. 

Jim 's Story. I was raised in a loving home where 
Christ was modeled and taught. Thus I began my 
journey with Christ at an early age. Through grace, 
as I grow up in Him, Christ continues to show me my 
self-righteous, idolatrous heart and my desperate need 
for more of Him. I am amazed that, in spite of the 
wreck that I am, He chooses to give me Himself and 
calls me to love Him and His people. 

Over time God has used my passion, experience, 
and availability to draw me to be His ambassador 
among Muslims- to declare my King and His 
kingdom. 

Jim and Sue's Vision. Our dream is to see 
His Church where it currently is not-to see 
Muslims grafted into His bride, the Church. ' 

*In order to protect these missionaries, we have not used their real names. 

Dave Horne has served as outreach pastor at Spring Lake 
Wesleyan Church, Spring Lake, Michigan, since 1999. Dave is 
married and has three children. His wife, Dina, is a member 
of the Board of Strategic Development for Global Partners. 

It is true that 

many doors 

are closed at 

the moment, 

but God is 

able to open 

closed doors 

overnight, 

and God 

is able to 

work behind 

closed 

doors. 

My concern 

is not with 

closed 

doors; my 

concern is 

with the 

doors that 

are open 

which we 

do not enter. 

-George Eldon 
Ladd 
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N
ot all Muslims are the same. For instance, in Iraq 
the majority of violence is between different Islamic 
groups. If we were using Christian terminology, we 

might call them denominations or even Protestant and 
Roman Catholic (as in Northern Ireland in days gone by). 
In the secular world the term "Christian" may apply to 
numerous groups such as evangelicals, liberals, Armenians , 
Calvinists, orthodox, cults, etc. Those groups can be broken 
down even further into denominations and theological 
orientation. We might even find a few differences in The 
Wesleyan Church! 

The same differences are found in Islam. There are all 
different kinds of groups ranging from nominal Muslims to 
extreme radicals of the al-Qaida variety. 

In addition, Islam is sometimes syncretistic-mixing two or 
more religious systems. For instance, in many African nations 
the cultural and animistic (worship of spirits and ancestors) 

"I've got a 

problem. 

I'm now a 

believer 

in Jesus." 

side of the Muslim community may 
be stronger than the uniting elements 
of Islam as a doctrine. 

When we talk about evangelism 
among Muslims , we are not 
always talking about one approach 
or method. The nominal Islamic 
community of Albania needs a 
vastly different form of evangelism 
than the syncretistic Islamic people 
in northern Mozambique. 

What Is 
Islam? 

• •• • •••• • 
by John Connor 

• •• • •••• • 

The strength of the JESUS film ministry in Islamic 
communities is that our teams are made up of local people 
who know which branch of Islam resides in their 
community-whether it is the northern tribal people of 
Sierra Leone, the Islam of Indonesia, or the Muslim peoples 
of northern Mozambique. Over the last three years the 
Indonesian team has planted five churches. In Sierra Leone 
four churches have been planted in the Susu Muslim tribal 
group. But the Sierra Leonean JESUS film team was most 
excited about the 18 young adult Muslim men in the 
Freetown area who were saved. Their transformations 
seemed even more amazing than those in the four Susu 
tribal churches because of the different environment in 
which they lived and the type of Islam to which they 
adhered. 

In northern Mozambique the team counted 180 
Muslims who were saved in 2005. One imam came to 
Christ and brought several of his followers with him. 
Another Muslim convert was a well-educated secretary 
who held a position of authority over a number of 
mosques. He and his wife attended a JESUS film showing 
and were saved. Due to his continued wide influence 
among young adults, quite a few of the 180 Muslim 
converts in northern Mozambique have come to know the 
Lord as a result of his decision. 

One version of the JESUS film has been specifically 
developed for the Muslim community. In addition to using 
Arabic as the primary language of the film, it uses Old 
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Testament passages, to which the Islamic community can 
relate, to introduce and interpret the life and ministry of 
Christ. 

The simple gospel message of Christ, as presented in 
the JESUS film, bypasses sectarian controversy and 
religious argument. It does not argue doctrinal statements 
or biblical views. It simply says, "This is how Jesus was 
born and who Jesus was. This is what He said and how 
He lived. He was killed by local governmental authorities , 
but He rose from the grave and still lives today." 

The miracle of that message is that the Holy Spirit uses 
it to compel men and women to answer the question, "Do 
I believe this or not?" If the answer is "yes," there are 
profound irrefutable implications. The JESUS film teams 
almost always give an opportunity for individuals to 
respond at the end of the film, but the reality is that, by the 
end of the film, many have already responded and faced 
the implications, which by the same miracle of grace 
includes repentance. That is what caused the imam in 
northern Mozambique to say the next morning, when he 
returned to talk with team members, "I've got a problem. 

I'm now a believer in Jesus." 
What a great problem to have! 

Oh, the catalytic events that 
simple faith sets off! "I'm now a 
believer in Jesus" changes lives 
in the Muslim community- as 
well as in the nominal Christian 
community-all over the world. 

What is Islam? Who are 
Muslims? How do we evangelize 
Muslims? There is no one entity, 
no one methodology. Jesus loves 
all people and sees them as lost sheep 
who need to be found. They simply need to understand 
who He is and accept the consequences of that belief so 
their lives can and will be transformed. 

__ .. ...,_ Dr. John Connor serves as the director of the JESUS 
Film Partnership of Global Partners . He and his 
wife, Marge , live in Indianapolis, Indiana, and 
worship at Eastlawn Wesleyan Church. 
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Building a Friendship with God by George and Sheree Wuertz 

We recently came across a quote from a devotional book that 
we are reading together in our marriage. It has served to 

encourage and challenge us to seek daily what truly matters in our 
personal lives, our marriage, our ministry, and our work. 

This is true perfection: not to avoid a wicked life because 
like slaves we servilely fear punishment, nor to do good 
because we hope for rewards, as if cashing in on the 
virtuous life by some business-like arrangement. On the 
contrary, disregarding all those things for which we hope 
and which have been reserved by promise, we regard 
falling from God's friendship as the only thing dreadful and 
we consider becoming God's friend the only thing worthy 
of honor and desire. This, as I have said, is the perfection 
of life. - Gregory of Nyssa (331-396 A.O.) 

Sometimes it is far too easy for us to get focused on what we 
do, trying to do it perfectly in order to gain something-approval 
and recognition of others, God's love and acceptance, feelings of 
satisfaction for ourselves. We tend to get caught up in thinking that 
what we do and learning to do it well is the meaning and perfection 
of life. This quote, which we now have taped up in our office, gave 
us a wake-up call to what our priorities really need to be and where 
to truly discover how to live life-in building a friendship with God. 

As we have let God explore more in-depth our hearts and 

minds, we each have experienced a new depth and intimacy in our 
relationship with God. That has helped us discover just how much 
God loves us and accepts us, not based on what we do for Him or 
how good we are (because sometimes we just "ain't" that good!), 
but because He just does. That is His plan for everyone who is 
willing and accepts His invitation to become His friend. It has been 
a fun, sometimes grueling, adventure as we have become better 
friends with God. Much like a close friend, we have discovered we 
can be completely ourselves with Him and have a great time. He 
also digs into our lives and helps us become better people. We 
have been letting Him go into those places that at one time were 
walled off from hurt and pain from the past. We are experiencing a 
new opening and freedom in our hearts and minds, discovering 
how much it is worth it to seek out God's friendship. We pray you 
may experience God's love, care, and friendship as you live each 
day in His presence. , 

George and Sheree Wuertz are Global Partners' career 
missionaries in Ecuador working with four developing 
Wesleyan churches. Their focus is in youth ministries, 
construction projects, and counseling. They became 
involved in The Wesleyan Church through Westview 
Community Church in Manhattan, Kansas, while attending 

college at Kansas State University, where Sheree completed her master's 
degree in marriage and family therapy and George received his degree in civil 
engineering. They are expecting their first child in July 2006. 



TERRORISM, ATROCITIES, 
AND THE 

GLOBAL 
PERSPECTIVE RESPONSE OF HOLINESS 

T
errorism is not a present issue. It 
has been in the world since sin 
entered. What we see in the present 

age is its intensity. Terrorism, atrocities, 
op,pressions have always been a great 
challenge to the people of God. 

When Jacob came from his uncle's 
house with his wives, children, servants, 
and livestock, Esau, his elder brother, 
came with 400 men to meet him while he 
was still traveling. This terrorized Jacob. 
Goliath created a great terror among the 
people of Israel, and nobody was ready to 
fight against the great giant. Many times 
enemies used terror to frighten good 
people. This is history. 

In human history, terror has been used 
as an instrument to get things done. 
Sometimes it was psychological pressure; 
sometimes a physical attack. The Bible 
says that man is filled with selfishness that 
came because of sin from the very 
beginning. James, in his letter, says, "For 
where you have envy and selfish ambition, 
there you find disorder and every evil 
practice" (James 3:16 NIV). Man has 
always tried to do according to his will 
and tried to gain something to satisfy his 
selfish motive. 

What is a Christian's response to terror? 
What can we do against it? Should we 
tolerate it, leaving everything to God's 
hand? Should we keep quiet and wait the 
Lord's coming? Our God is holy. He wants 
us to be holy. What does His holiness show 
us? How does our holy God respond? 

Holiness is an awe-inspiring side of 
God's character. Holiness sets forth the 
transcendence of God. It shows His 
separated-ness from creation and elevates 
Him above it. It displays His moral 
excellence and His freedom from all 
limitation in moral perfection. All purity 
and goodness is in God. We cannot 
separate other attributes from His holy 
character. So the question is, what is the 
response of holiness to terrorism, 
atrocities, and oppression? 
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First, God's holiness separates us from 
the world so that the world may know the 
true God. As Christians, we are living in the 
world but we are not of the world. The fact 
that we are separated from the world causes 
us to experience the world's hatred. Jesus 
prayed that His disciples would "be one as 
we are one" (John 17:11 NIV). And He 
prayed that other believers would "be 
brought into complete unity to let the world 
know that you sent me and have loved them" 
(John 17:23 NIV). When we face terrorism, 
we must remember that we are not of the 
world but separate from it so that the world 
will know the true, holy, living God. 

Secondly, our God is a God of peace. 
Jesus was described by the prophet Isaiah as 
"the Prince of Peace." He gives peace that 
no man can give (John 14:27). God is not 
surprised by terror. Jesus told His disciples, 
"I have told you these things, so that in me 
you may have peace. In this world you will 
have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world" (John 16:33 NIV). 

The holiness of God shows rest and 
peace. We must be ready to raise our 
voices for peace in the world. We are the 
peacemakers, but will our voices be heard? 
The answer is that we must speak out. But 
the question remains, how do we respond 
to the constant terrorism and atrocities that 
persist? 

We must remember that our God of 
holiness is a God of justice. He is always 
just in His dealings. When Job was 
attacked by his friends, he insisted, "It is 
unthinkable that God would do wrong, that 
the Almighty would pervert justice" (Job 
34:12 NIV). God always punishes 
injustice. God may use any measure, even 
the death penalty, against oppressors, 
terrorists, militants, and ones who are 
filled with atrocities. He may use a nation, 
a national leader, a group of people, 
natural calamities, or fatal diseases against 
such atrocious people. Our God is there to 
judge. Remember, "It is a dreadful thing 
to fall into the hands of the living God" 

(Hebrews 10:31 NIV). Let the Lord work 
in His way. 

In addition, we are to proclaim the 
message of holiness speedily. Habakkuk 
complained to God about His tolerance of 
evil in the world. "Your eyes are too pure 
[holy] to look on evil; you cannot tolerate 
wrong. Why then do you tolerate the 
treacherous? Why are you silent while the 
wicked swallow up those more righteous 
than themselves?" (Habakkuk 1:13 NIV). 
God replied, "Write down the revelation and 
make it plain on the tablets so that a herald 
may run with it. For the revelation awaits 
an appointed time; it speaks of the end and 
will not prove false. Though it linger, wait 
for it; it will certainly come and will not 
delay" (Habakkuk 2:2-3 NIV). 

God has given us the revelation that 
speaks of the end. We need to make it so 
clear that it will be easy for the one who 
takes it with him in this speedy world. Is it 
not our duty to make the gospel clear and 
plain so that whoever hears it will 
understand? That revelation or vision may 
linger, but it will not delay. The judgment of 
God may linger, but it will not delay. We 
must wait, but while we are waiting, we 
must proclaim the Word of God clearly, 
because our holy God will not tolerate 
wickedness. 

How, then, shall we respond to terrorism 
in the world today? Let us look inside 
ourselves. Have we caused any of our own 
suffering through our own mistakes? Are 
there misunderstandings we need to clear 
up? Do our strategies, plans, and lifestyles 
line up with God's Word and the message of 
holiness? Many times the world hates us 
simply because we are Christians, but let's 
examine ourselves and make sure we are 
living holy lives. Our God is holy, and He 
wants us to be holy. 

Rev. Santosh Dongardive lives in India and serves 
as coordinator for South Asia Nazarene literature 
Development. 



? Our response? 
Bring it on! Here is 
an opportunity for 

Jesus to demonstrate Himself in ways 
that we will never see if we do not allow 
our faith to be stretched. We cannot be 
satisfied with easy answers or quick 
solutions. If the task seems too great, 

remember our history. A boy named 
David slew a giant. Joshua and his praise choir shouted 
down the walls of Jericho. Gideon defeated an army without 
one battle. The God who has brought us this far intends to 
bring us to the final victory! 

Our victory will not be with the sword that can be seen; it 
will come through the unseen sword of the Spirit ... 

... in love. Love is the greatest weapon ever conceived. 
Until I was willing to love my Muslim friends , no one came to 
Christ. It hurts to love. I loved Tahir, one of our first converts. 
He began to love Jesus and then he died. I was tired. I did not 
want to give any more. But Jesus met me and renewed the 
mystery of His love for this people-and that made the 
difference. 

... in faith. The life Jesus calls us to will cause us to 
lean on Him. We do not have the ability to accomplish this 
task. That is normal Christian living. In the year 2000 an 
earthquake shook not only the ground we live on but the 
hearts of the Muslims we were ministering to. Faced with 
their own mortality, the Church was born . Seekers came 
together, yielded their lives to Christ , and began sharing the 
good news with others. 

... through the supernatural. Muslims are coming to 
Christ through signs and wonders. This is only a means to an 
end. Jesus is revealing Himself in power in order to establish 
His true identity. Many converts have told of seeing Jesus in 
dreams before listening and responding to His teachings . 

. . . over a period of time. Islamic ministry cannot be 
compared to any other ministry around the world. It will be 
tough and it will take time. No open air meetings can be held to 
see thousands come to Christ in one evening. We need long-term 
workers with a long-term mentality to see the goal accomplished. 

safer in our neighborhood than we do in 
many cities of North America! That is not 
to say that life is not without its risks
political upheaval, harassment from police 
and government authorities are all real 
possibilities-but the everyday people we 
meet are truly wonderful people. They love 
our children and spoil them much more than we would ever 
allow, showing us the kind of love and hospitality that we 
sometimes miss in our own home culture. And besides , 
isn ' t it safer to go where God calls, whether or not we 
perceive it to be "safe"? Hasn't He already rescued us from 
the real danger? 

So here is a question for you: What about the Muslim 
world? Is God tugging at your heart to join us in ministry 
here? We are looking for team members to help us show 

... taking the role of a learner. We show respect when 
we take time to learn language and culture. We show our 
love by speaking their native tongue. This is essential for 
effective ministry. We show respect by studying what our 
Muslim brothers and sisters believe . The purpose is not to 
debate , but to love. Ergan Caner, a scholar and former 
Muslim, speaks often with Muslim friends. He tells them 
that Christ strapped Himself to a cross so that they would not 
have to strap themselves to a bomb. Christ loves Muslim 
people; He gave His life for them. How far are you willing 
to go in order to love Muslim people? 

... through prayer. Prayer is the work. It is the main focus 
of our ministry. During the nine years we have served as a team, 
we have fasted and prayed once a week and met two additional 
mornings for prayer. The old motto is true. "When man works, 
man works, but when man prays, God works." 

. .. in anticipation. We expect Jesus to work. William 
Carey said, "Expect great things from God; attempt great 
things for God." This has been our motto. The greater the 
challenge, the bigger the miracle will be. 

Do I believe that we can finish the Great Commission in 
this generation? Are you kidding? I have put my life on it. I 
am one hundred percent confident that a healthy Church will 
do more than we can even begin to imagine to spread the 
gospel. Jesus is waiting for us to focus on what really matters. 
That includes loving Him ... and loving our Muslim 
neighbors. 

Pray for Mick and his family as they continue their work and 
ministry in the place God has for them. 

1. Payne, Why Nations Arm, pp 125, 127. 

2. Huntington , The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World 
Order, p. 264 . 

3. Parshall , Phil. Muslim Evangelism, Contemporary Approaches to 
Contextualization, p. 85 . 

4. Parshall, p . 94. 

Jesus ' love in meaningful ways here in 
Central Asia. Could that be you? 

Perhaps you could experience the joy of 
giving that greeting to someone as you pass 
them on the street- "Salam Aleykum!" 

continued You see, those words literally mean "May 
peace be upon you [as you follow and seek 

God]." The word Muslim means "follower [of God]" or 
"seeker [of God] ." So when you say "Salam Aleykum!" to 
a Muslim friend, you are wishing that they would find the 
peace of God in their lives. What a wonderful greeting and 
prayer for all of our friends. "Salam Aleykum!" 

Pray for this young family who will soon return to Central Asia 
to continue sharing the peace of God in their lives with the 
Nune people. 

www.praygivego.com • 23 



Revival in Mozambique. 
Unprecedented openness to the 
gospel has resulted in the doubling 
of The Wesleyan Church in 
Mozambique over the past five 
years. New provinces of Nampula, 
Caba Delgado, and Tete have been 
reached since 2005. Here is a story 
that comes from Nampula Province: 

"I, Abilio Aswati, received God's 
call after He saved me from the 
circumstances of sad sickness that 
left all my family worried without 
hope for my normal life. This 
sickness made me suffer for many 
years. The family took me to witch 
doctors, but they could not heal me. 
I lost weight and was vety thin. I 
was full of wounds in my body for I 
could not control myself If my 
family locked me inside the room, I 
jumped out through the window 
causing more suffering on myself 
My family suffered too. 

"One day, one of my brothers 
came and took me from Angoche to 
Nampula City in order to send me to 
the hospital. However, before he 
could take me to the hospital, a 
pastor named Raul Diole from the 
Emmanuel Wesleyan Church arrived 
from Zambezia Province. This 
pastor was coming to visit a recently 
planted church. One of my family 
members who knew Pastor Diole 
informed him about my sickness. 

Pastor Oiole told them to bring me to 
him. When I arrived, they began 
praying for me, casting out the 
demon in Jesus' name. The demon 
came out. I was miraculously 
healed without taking any medicine. 

"After my healing, I went back to 
my home area of Angoche to testify 
about what the Lord has done for 
me. Not only did I give my 
testimony, but I also proclaimed the 
gospel. The people who knew me 
as mentally ill were amazed by what 
they saw They wanted to know how 
I was healed. This is how the 
church was planted in my 
hometown. I was appointed as 
pastor of this new church. We now 
have 53 believers in Angoche. " 

Reaching the Susus. The Susu 
tribal group dominates Guinea and 
the northern fringe of Sierra Leone. 
A Muslim tribe, it is one of the large 
unreached people groups of Africa. 
In fact, Guinea is 95 percent 
Muslim. Much of The Wesleyan 
Church in Sierra Leone, our oldest 
and strongest mission field, is 
located toward the north, directly 
interfacing the Susus. 

The JESUSfilm has been an 
effective tool for outreach to Susu 
Muslim villages. However, although 

villagers are open to viewing the 
film, adults are generally reluctant to 
convert to Christianity. They are 
will ing to let Wesleyans establish 
churches and disciple their children. 
This is partially influenced by the 
reputation that The Wesleyan Church 
has of providing education and 
health services. Susu parents want 
their ch ildren to have a better life. 

The Wesleyan Church has 
responded in two ways. They have 
invited some children to come and 
board in Christian homes in their 
vi llages, and they have established 
new churches in some Susu 
villages. At the present time 57 
Susu children are boarding with 
Wesleyans in the town of Kamakwie. 
All have made professions of faith in 
Christ. At the same time churches 
have been planted in the villages of 
Kamaron and Taseya. Graduates 
from Gbendembu Bible School have 
been assigned to pastor each of 
these two new Susu churches. 

Pray for this missionary outreach 
done in an African way by the 
African Church and rejoice that the 
lost are being found. 

Future Leaders of Sierra Leone. 
The Evangelical School of Theology 
graduated over 50 students in 

December 2005. TECT offers 
bachelor's degrees in theology, 
pastoral studies, Christian education, 
missions, and arts in ministries. 
Diplomas are offered in Christian 
ministries, theology, computer and 
office management, and development 
studies. TECT has four sponsoring 
denominations and is located in Jui 
near the capital city of freetown. 

Gbendembu Wesleyan Bible 
School is located about 150 miles in 
the interior of Sierra Leone. Eighteen 
men received diplomas in December 
2005. Their wives also receive 
special training on how to be 
effective partners in ministry with 
their husbands. The Bible school is a 
three-year school offering diplomas 
in theology and Christian service. 

Covering Zambia with God's Word. 
Pastor Kenny Manjimela and other 
Zambian leaders are setting the 
pace for the Pilgrim Wesleyan 
Church in the new millennium. 
Kenny's father, Peter Manjimela, 
worked at Choma Wesleyan Mission 
for 40 years. Growing up near the 
mission gave Kenny an opportunity 
to build relationships with many 
missionary families. He accepted 
the Lord as Savior at the age of 17 
while attending Choma High School. 

In 1993 
Kenny 
responded 
to God's call 
into ministry, 
graduating 
from the 
Theological 
College of 
Central 
Africa in 
2000. 

Kenny 
serves as 
acting 
secretary of 
the national 
board of 



administration, a member of the 
executive committee, and as pastor 
of Kabwata Pilgrim Wesleyan 
Church. Asked about his vision for 
the Pilgrim Wesleyan Church of 
Zambia, Pastor Manjimela replied: 

• to cover all the provinces in 
Zambia with the Word of God; 

• to see the Zambian Church 
become self-reliant,· 

• to train more pastors, 
teachers, and administrators to 
meet the needs of people in 
the twenty-first century; 

• to develop a strategic plan for 
the Church in Zambia and 
increase its membership. I hope 
to see the number of members 
doubled by the year 2015. 

Pastor Kenny asks fellow 
Wesleyans to pray with him as he 
believes God to open doors for 
future study. Keep Pastor 
Manjimela, his wife, Priscilla, and his 
two sons Joshua Chipego and 
Joseph Chileleko in your prayers. 

ASIA: Paul Turner, 

GP Area Director 

general conference sessions held 
earlier this year. Rev. Paul H. Ueki, 
former missionary to Jamaica, was 
elected to serve as the president 
of the Bible Training College, and 
Dr. Sam Fujimoto is the newly 
elected general director of World 
Missions. Dr. Jerry Pence, General 
Superintendent of The Wesleyan 
Church of North America, and his 
wife, Caleen, made a brief visit to 
Japan in March, along with Dr. 
Don Bray and his wife, Joy, who 
were able to participate in the 
annual conference held later that 
week. During the closing 
missionary rally, many young 
people and adults responded to 
the call to missionary service. 
Thank God for the passion for 
evangelism that is a growing 
conviction throughout the local 

-----.~----_, churches of 

East India. Rev. Jim Dunn served 
as guest speaker at the first 
Wesleyan youth convention held in 
East India in February 2006. Over 
200 youth gathered for the 
seminars and services. At the 
closing rally dozens of young people 
responded to the call for full-time 
Christian workers. Mrs. Joy Bray 
and Mrs. Janet Turner were guest 
speakers at the Wesleyan Women 's 
convention. During conference 
sessions, a regional superintendent 
was elected. Dr. Don Bray and Dr. 
Paul Turner also addressed the 
conference. 

Japan. Dr. Isaac T. Saoshiro was 
elected to serve as the president of 
Immanuel General Mission during 

• Immanuel 
General 
Mission. Pray 
that the 
openness to the 
gospel that 
presently exists 
will continue 
and will result 
in transformed 
lives. 

EUROPE: Denrns Wnght, 

GP Area Dnector 

Transfonned Lives in Czech. 
David Ospaly, sports director at the 
Majak center and leader of the 
church youth group, reports a 
growing spiritual awareness among 
the young people who come to the 
center. Over one month's time three 
young ladies accepted Christ. 

Petra, one of the first Christian 
teens in the youth group at Majak, 
recently celebrated her eighteenth 
birthday. Her friend Gabi, who comes 
with her to the Majak coffee shop, 
told the youth leader, "I'd like to be a 
Christian like Petra." Praise the Lord 
for these two young women. People 
in Czech often take a long time to 

grapple with the issue of God, His 
truth, and His salvation. Teens are 
more receptive, but they have a huge 
challenge in front of them. Their 
families and schoolmates often 
ridicule them for their faith. Pray that 
Petra and Gabi will stand strong and 
grow in the Lord. 

An Emerging Church in Gennany. 
Steve and Ruth Martinez are excited 
about the small group Bible study 
that meets weekly in their home in 
Stuttgart. A second English 

men who were baptized has been a 
real blessing as God uses him in 
children's ministries. Through his 
preaching in children's crusades, 
many children have accepted Christ 
into their hearts. Thank God for 
these transformed lives who are 
helping to strengthen the powerful 
churches in Chile. 

Growing Church in French Guiana. 
In May 1999 an exploratory visit was 
made from church leaders in 
Suriname. The following month Rev. 

Petrus Pinas 
was 
appointed 
as a 
missionary 
from 
Suriname to 
French 
Guiana. 
After three 
years of 

'-:;;~iiiiiiiiiiiiiii~t_~C:~_J door-to-door = and 
conversation group meets on 
Thursday nights. Over 30,000 
people live in their neighborhood. 
Many are foreigners who have come 
looking for work. A group of young 
people from Bethany Bible College, 
led by Bill and Marilee Peed, took a 
spiritual life survey in the city, talking 
with over 200 people over two days. 
They were able to have several 
serious conversations and 
distributed information concerning 
the church. Pray that God will 
continue to bless this fledgling 
congregation and that more people 
will be drawn to the Savior. 

LATIN AMERICA: 
Rick West, GP Area Director 

Baptisms in Chile. Twenty believers 
who attend the Wesleyan church in 
Osorno were baptized on January 1, 
2006, at the pool of Coique in 
southern Chile. Among those 
baptized were the daughter and 
niece of Rev. Carlos Martinez, district 
superintendent. One of the young 

personal evangelism, church 
services began in the home of Sister 
Elsje Afonswa. On October 13, 
2002, the first baptism took place . 

Currently, efforts are being made 

to secure government permission to 
operate in the country. Pray that 
permission will be granted in the 
near future so that the church can 
be organized and receive the 14 
members who wish to join. 

A temporary church building is 
being erected, using funds donated 
from a friend in Holland. Pray that 
God will continue to bless this new 
work and that many people will come 
to Christ because of its witness. 

Dominican Republic. The visit of 
the partnership team from the 
Chesapeake District has ignited a 
flame of great blessing to the 
ministry here. During the month of 
March, the focus of Sunday services 
was on the life and experience of 
sanctification. On Sunday, March 



12, 2006, 15 new converts and 
visitors from other congregations 
stepped forward to receive 
sanctification by faith. The presence 
of the Lord was evident as we 
witnessed overflowing joy and 
enthusiasm of God's people. Thank 
you for partnering with us! 

-reported by Pastor Carlos Martinez 

PACIFIC: Jt'il Fu1"ll'r, 

GP 111c" 011t•c tu1 

Rebuilding in Indonesia. A new 
church has been established at a 
housing complex on one Indonesian 
island. Six families who lost their 
homes in the March 28 earthquake 
are located in this complex that 
consists of six apartments and a two
room school, as well as the church. 
These families have obtained loans 
through World Hope International to 
begin micro-businesses to support 
themselves. Pray that they will grow 
in their faith through the ministry of 
the church and that their businesses 
will provide adequately for their 
families. 

On this island, World Hope 
International is building a Christian 
high school to help people recover 
from the tsunami and earthquake, as 
well as to develop the economy of 
this small island. Two badly 
damaged middle schools are 
currently being renovated. World 
Hope is being allowed to begin 
classes in August 2006 while 
negotiations are underway to obtain 
land to build the high school 
campus. The vocational school has 
a two-fold purpose: 1) to train 
students in a trade so they can better 
support themselves, and 2) to 
evangelize and disciple students so 
they will truly follow Christ. 

This island is a sparsely 
populated, with fertile soil and 
much rainfall . It has potential, 
both spiritually and 
economically. The island is 
predominantly Christian, 
but many young people 

INSIDE churches established throughout 
the country. Pray that workers 
would be protected spiritually and 
physically in these days of tension 
and unrest. GLOBAL PARTNERS 

are only "cultural Christians" and are 
not active in the church. Some have 
converted to Islam in recent years. 
More and more mosques are being 
built on the island. It is important 

that strong evangelical churches and 
schools be established as soon as 
possible. The prospective school 
superintendent and his wife are 
graduates of the Wesleyan Bible 
College. Pray that the new high 
school will be a place where young 
people will turn to Christ and become 
strong men and women of faith. 

A Spirit of Unity in Papua New 
Guinea. "We all belong to the family 
line of Jesus Christ before we belong 
to our individual tribes or clans," Dr. 
Don Bray emphasized during annual 
conference sessions held February 
23-25, 2006. "The Wesleyan Church 
can only survive and draw outsiders 
to Christ if we allow ourselves to be 
totally filled with God's love for one 
another." God's Spirit met with 
church leaders and delegates during 
a time of praying in partnership-a 
person from one tribe praying with a 
person from another tribe-all over 
the room. Pastors, who in their home 
areas belong to opposing enemy 
clans, in humility asked for special 
prayer and anointing. As they 
released themselves to the work of 
the Holy Spirit, deep 
and long
standing 

bitterness 

\.lH,. 

erased. Thank the Lord for His 
healing touch. Pray that God will 
continue to pour out His love in 
powerful ways. Pray for Rev. Yawijah 
Tukuya, reelected national 
superintendent, as he leads the 
Church in Papua New Guinea. 

TURKIOARABIC WORLD: 
James, GP Area Dlfec to1 

Growth of the Church among Karis 
People. Praise God for ongoing 
growth of the Church among the 
Karis people. Eleven house churches 
continue to thrive, and outreach 
among the Muslims of the 
countryside has been a focus. It is 
exciting to see people engage in 
biblical truth as believers .. . learning 
what godly family living is all about 
and how to function as husbands 
and wives. Pray that the Church will 
continue to multiply as they work 
toward the goal of seeing 70 house 

"You're Goin<J 

ere?' 
continued 

Plans Undeiway to Reach Three 
Unreached Groups. Preparations 
are being made to send new 
families into three new Muslim 
people groups-Nune people, 
Fotizo people, and WaHa people. 
Pray for them as they raise support 
and prepare visas for entry. They 
will have challenging tasks as they 
begin to learn language, decide 
their platform for ministry, and 
establish a church planting 
strategy. Pray that the Lord will 
raise up more workers to join those 
who are already signed up to go. 

Pray for New Believers. A believer 
who continues to lead people to 
the Lord in the countryside among 
the Karis people is following up 
with these new believers. Pray 
that persecution will be minimal for 
them and that they would be 
grounded in the Bible as they grow 
stronger in their walk with Jesus. 

worships passionately, my 
heart is challenged to do the 
same. My new Hindu friend is 
on a similar spiritual journey. 
Just this past week she told me 

how Jesus is being revealed to her as we read through the book 
of John together. My time with her has become a highlight of 
my week. It is so encouraging to see how God's Spirit is at 
work drawing people to Jesus! 

A few weeks ago, as part of a homeschooling assignment, 
our son was encouraged to write a psalm of thanksgiving. When 
I read the following phrase, I am convinced that we made the 
right decision to come here. John wrote,"/ thank God for giving 
me the opportunity to come here and experience just a little bit of 
what heaven will be like-with believers from every tribe, 
tongue, and nation together worshiping The One True God." 

Our seven-month stay is almost at an end. Some of our 
family's most significant lifetime memories will be centered on 
our time together here. The steps of faith, the lessons learned, 
the memories made, the new friendships formed will always be 
cherished. Would we have learned these faith lessons another 
way? Perhaps. But we are thankful God chose to expand our 
family's vision and heart for the world through this experience. 

God is faithful. I look forward to the next time someone 
asks, "You're going where? To do what?" .. . because I 
know just what I'll say. 

Sherry Gorveatte is married to Mark, the district superintendent for the 
West Michigan District of The Wesleyan Church . She homeschools their 
four children and is also a CPA with a tax practice. She is actively 
involved in worship ministry and women's Bible studies. 



The Ntabamholshana Church, about 5 miles from EWBC, pastored by the college's vice principal, Bhekisisa Maziya. 

The HIV/AIDS crisis is raking a huge toll on the African population, 
presenting increasing ministry needs for the Church. Nowhere is this 

more evident than in the nation of Swaziland where the AIDS crisis is 
hitting so hard that the population of just under 1.2 million is reported 
to now be in decline. 

In 2003, 38.8 percent of the population in Swaziland was living 
with HIV/AIDS.1 This was second only to Botswana. Approximately 
65 ,000 children had lost one or both parents as a direct result of 
AIDS2 and 60 percent of hospital admissions were from HIV I AIDS
related illnesses.3 By 2006 Swaziland had surpassed Botswana's rate 
of infection.4 

Unconfirmed local reports now state that more people in Swaziland 
are dying of AIDS than are being born. Official estimates claim that by 
2010, 10 percent of the population will die each year of AIDS.5 If the 
current trend continues, Swazis will be extinct in fifty years. Already, 11 
percent of Swaziland's homes are reported to be child-headed homes. 

This crisis impacts The Wesleyan Church in so many ways! 
Families are tom apart as working-age adults become ill and die. 

Grandparents and orphans are left 
to manage alone. Ministry needs 
increase while the number of 
able-bodied workers decreases. 
Income decreases. Hopelessness 
underlies the mood. Pastors have 
had to undertake special training 
for counseling to stand against 
the fear and stigma associated 
with AIDS. Church workers, 
adult converts from a worldly 

lifestyle, often live in fear of becoming HIV positive. 
Emmanuel Wesleyan Bible College (EWBC), our pastoral training 

center in Swaziland, is now reporting a new complication brought on 
by AIDS and the orphan crisis. Able-bodied students are coming 
under increased pressure to stay at home and care for their extended 
families. In some cases the students cannot even provide a definitive 

number of family members needing care because their siblings are 
dying by the month. These godly young men and women are being 
forced to choose between family obligation and their call to ministry. 

As The Wesleyan Church's response to the overwhelming orphan 
crisis gradually takes shape, the partnership that Global Partners enjoys 
with World Hope International, World Hope Canada, and World Hope 
Australia has become a cornerstone to our strategy. World Hope 
provides expertise and resources to establish AIDS Orphan Trusts and 
counseling structures, working with local Wesleyans to offer the hope of 
God's love. 

In 2005 EWBC commenced a diploma in compassionate 
ministries to provide training for those ministering to the suffering 
community. They also provided land for an orphanage to be 
constructed-a joint partnership between World Hope Swaziland and 
World Hope Canada. In the meantime, EWBC produces a steady 
stream of local church workers equipped to take the message of new 
life in Christ to a dying world 

You can be a part of the Christian response to AIDS. You can give to 
the EWBC scholarship program (WM06-1043) or to one of the other 
special projects listed by country on the Global Partners web site at 
www.praygivego.com. You can come to Swaziland on a short-term 
work team or for a longer-term teaching ministry and build relationships 
with real people going through extreme difficulty. You can pray. 
Ultimately, AIDS is a moral issue and the reverse decline of the Swazi 
people depends upon the movement of God's Spirit. The same children 
who suffer as orphans today will be the hope of tomorrow. You can be 
part of reaching out to them. 

Lindsay Cameron serves as Global Partners area director for Africa. 

I. Global Health (www.globalhealthreporting.org/countries/Swaziland) 
2. Ibid. 
3. USAID (www.usaid.gov/our_work/global_health/aids/Countries/africa/swaziland) 
4. CIA Factbook (www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook) 
5. World AIDS Day (www.aegis.com/news/ips/2004/IP041204.html 
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Missionarq to Macedonia 
Matt Arnold (WM04-0317) 
wtmammoth@aol.com ~ .I.~ .~m .... ~.~ -

• Jom the fmanoal support team of 

completely healed by the Great Physician, 
Jesus Christ. 

Dan is a family practice physician with 
interest in obstetrics, and he has volunteered at 
Zimba Mission Hospital three times during his 
medical training. Joan is an internal medicine 
physician who specializes in pulmonary and 
critical care medicine. They will be fulfilling a 
critical need for physicians at the hospital. 

Matt Arnold was a leader in 
children's ministries during his high '--------' 
school years, and, since college, he has led 
high school youth groups. He has been on two 
short-term mission trips to the Navajo Nation. 

these m1ss1onanes to help them 
get to the field. Call 800.707.7715 

or pledge on-line at 
www.PrayGiveGo.com. 

Matt remembers always having a leading 
from God towards missions, and this leading influenced his 
major areas of study in college. He graduated from Indiana 
Wesleyan University in 2005 with a double major in 
religion/philosophy and intercultural studies with a minor in 
biblical literature. 

In May 2006 Matt was appointed to serve as an intern 
missionary to Macedonia with Global Partners. It is his desire 
to see light and meaning brought to the Macedonian people 
and a church raised up in Skopje, Macedonia. 

Missionarq to Eastern Europe 
Josh Carter (WM04- 0318) 
carterjoshuaj@gmail.com 

Josh Carter is a 2006 graduate of Bethany 
Bible College with a bachelor's degree in 
religion and global studies. From a young age Josh knew that 
God had given him a passion for people from various cultures. 
His interest and passion was fed by the many missionary 
speakers and mission opportunities provided by his local 
church. His most recent missions experience was in Eastern 
Europe where he completed a six month internship through 
Bethany Bible College. 

Josh has been appointed to serve with Global Partners as an 
intern missionary to Eastern Europe. He desires to see an 
indigenous movement for Christ begin in Eastern Europe and 
spread to the surrounding countries so that God's kingdom 
may be furthered in this generation. 

Missionaries to Zambia 
Dan and Joan Jones (WM04-0315) 
danjones72@yahoo.com 

Drs . Dan and Joan Jones have been 
appointed to serve as career medical 

missionaries to 
Zambia in southern Africa. They will be 

serving at Zimba Mission Hospital. 
Their vision is to minister to the 

broken body of Christ disguised in 
the sick, the dying, and those 

with HIV/AIDS. It is their 
goal to provide a 

compassionate medical 
ministry where every 

broken body can be 
nurtured and then 

They are starting an antiretroviral medication 
program to address the HIV/AIDS crisis in Zambia. 

Missionarq to Rlbania 
Allan Stevens (WM04-0319) 
allan261@juno.com 

In 2003 Allan Stevens sensed God might be 
calling him to go to Albania. Through 
circumstances, the advice of mature Christians, the Bible, and 
an inner assurance, he became convinced that God was indeed 
moving him to Albania. He served as a Global Partners' GO
Net missionary to Albania from March 2005-January 2006. 
When he returned home, his heart was still in Albania. After 
months of prayer, Allan believes it is God's plan for him to 
return long-term to Albania, and, as a result, he will serve as a 
career missionary in Albania. It is his hope for every Albanian 
to hear the gospel and for a group of believers to be 
established in every Albanian community. 

Allan graduated from Bethany Bible College with a B.A. in 
religion and from Wesley Biblical Seminary with an M.Div. 
He served 11 years as a social worker at Hephzibah Children's 
Home. 

Missionarq to Japan 
Robin White (WM04-0316) 
japancanada@gmail.com 

After high school Robin White earned a 
diploma in graphic arts and then began his career 
as a graphic designer. Through involvement with the ministry 
of his local church, Robin felt God leading him into full-time 
ministry. He quit his job and enrolled at Bethany Bible 
College, where he graduated with a B .A. in religion and youth 
ministry. 

When a paid opportunity to spend a year in Japan, teaching 
English and doing ministry, came his way, it was hard to say 
no. He felt God told him "to go for it!" The year spent in 
Japan changed his perspective on the world, on missions, and 
on himself. He "fell in love with Japan." He now has a great 
love for the Japanese and a burden to see them experience the 
love of Jesus. 

Robin has been appointed as an intern missionary to 
Japan. His vision is to partner with the Japanese Church to 
reach the lost and to disciple and mobilize believers for 
ministry. 



AFRICA 
Gameron, Rev. Lindsay/Rosalea 

See Area Director 
Manwaring, Mr. Jerry/Jody 

PostNET Suite #239 
Private Bag X20009 
Garsfontein, 0042 
Republic of South Africa 

ALBANIA 
Aukerman, Mr. Matt/Garyl 

PO Box 455 
Plymouth, IN 46563 

Bishop, Mr. Ken/Dawn 
AEP Box 41 
Kutia Postare 119 
nrana 
Albania 

Coulter, Rev. Eric/Amber 
1733 Abbertpm Way 
Apartment 2B 
High Point, NC 27260 

Helvie, Rev. Mike/Cindy 
K.P.119-AEP 
Box 41 , Wesleyan Church 
nrana, Albania 
Europe 

Stevens, Mr. Allan 
485 Rockland Road 
Hartland, NB E7P 1 G3 
Canada 

AREA DIRECTORS 
Cameron, Rev. Lindsay/ Dr. Rosalea (Africa) 

PO Box 476 
Deception Bay OLD 4508 
Australia 

Fussner, Dr. Jeff/Beth (Pacific) 
15 Cromdale Avenue 
Howick 1705 
New Zealand 

Turner, Dr. PauVJanet (Asia) 
PO Box 50434 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 

West, Rev. Rick/Clara (Latin America) 
4300 N. University Drive 
Suite B-103 
Sunrise, FL 33351 

Wright, Rev. Dennis/Lois (Europe) 
Gruennergasse 2 
2000 Stockerau 
Austria 

AUSTRALIA 
George, Chris/Melissa 

10879 Stickle Road 
Freedom, NY 14065 

BRAZIL 
Ensz, Revs. Tom/Grace 

Rua Viena C-13 
Q-29 Campos Eliseos 
Manaus, AM 60450-570 
Brazil 

CAMBODIA 
Fernandez, Rev. Greg!Resie 

c/o EFG 
PO Box 543 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

Rafael, Rev. Reynaldo/Marimel 
APNTS 
Ortigas Ave. Ext. 
Kaytikling, Taytay 
1920 Rizal, Philippines 

Gallant, Mr. Timtnffany 
PO Box 257 
Sweetser, IN 46987 

CAMPUS REPS 
Foster, Rev. William/Daphne 

4022 S. Washington St. 
Marion, IN 46953 

Tolan, Rev. David/Donna 
215 Clayton Dr. 
Central, SC 29630 

CENTRAL EUROPE 
Babcock, Rev. David/Brenda 

c/o Evelyn Babcock 
602 23rd Street #11 O 
Greeley, CO 80631 

Wright, Rev. Dennis/Lois 
See Area Directors 

CROATIA 
Babcock, Mr. JoeVCindy 

Ivana Mestrovica 64 
21000 Split 
Croatia, Europe 

England, Rev. Chris/Wendy 
Zbor Narodne Garde 36 
21000 Split 
Croatia, Europe 

Himes, Ms. Kristin 
15421 Hackett Road 
Dalton, OH 44618 

Karish, Ms. Bethany 
16234 Pinewood 
Spring Lake, Ml 49456 

Murphy, Ms. Neissa 
Gunduliceva 4 
21000 Split 
Croatia 

Pickslay, Rev. KenVCheri 
10600 Snyder Road 
La Mesa, CA 91941 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
Baysinger, Ms. Kristy 

1042 8th Avenue NW 
Largo, FL 33770 

Blake, Rev. Matt/Crystal 
Pending 

Boardman, Mr. Phil 
715 S. Runnymeade Avenue 
Evansville, IN 47714 

Graham, Mrs. Marian 
10001 W 88th Street 
Overland Park, KS 66212 

Hadsell, Ms. Sabrina 
Majak 
Dusikova 5 
638 00 Brno - Lesna 
Czech Republic 

Kretchman, Mr. CarVDeb 
13 Emily Drive 
Corning, NY 14830 

McFrederick, Rev. Jason/ Kerensa 
Majdalenky 7 
638 oo Brno 
Czech Republic 

McNett, Rev. Scott/Rachel 
Pending 

Norton, Mr. Andy 
PO Box 191 
Houghton, NY 14744 

Shanks, Mr. Roger/Susan 
9696 North Knightsville Tower Rd. 
Brazil, IN 47834 

ECUADOR 
Wuertz, Mr. George/Sheree 

Gasilla 09-01-9750 
Guayaquil, Ecuador 
South America 

GERMANY 
Blake, Dr. Ken/Marilyn 

c/o John Blake 
1645 Lakes Pkwy, Suite H 
Lawrenceville, GA 30043 

Bowyer, Mr. Tom 
2710 Six Mile Highway 
Central, SC 29630 

Jones, Ms. Kari 
215 Hawthorne Lane 
Burlington, NC 27125 

Rast, Rev. Greg/Shannon 
5905 146th Avenue 
Holland, Ml 49423 

GUYANA 
Hubbard, Dr. Perry/Nancy 

Pending 
Wall, Ms.Doris 

HAITI 

Box 10568 
Georgetown, Guyana 

Earl, Ms. Carol 
Jacobson, Ms. Helen 
Larakers, Rev. Joe/Patricia 
Nemoto, Ms. Clare 
Thede, Mr. Cory/ Dr. Kris 

Unit # 2089- WES 
3170 Airmans Drive 
Ft. Pierce, FL 34946 

Irvine, Rev. Dan/Joy 
40 East Lacock Street 
Sandy Lake, PA 16145 

Mitchell, Ms. Debbie 

JAPAN 

72 French Village Road 
Rothesay, NB E2S 1A1 
Canada 

Swarthout, Ms. Andrea 
2135-1 Kita Hassaku-Cho 
Midori-Ku, Yokohama-Shi 
Kanagawa-Ken, Japan 226-0021 

Turner, Dr. PauVJanet 
See Area Directors 

White, Robin 
110 Phillips Drive 
New Maryland, NB E3C 1 E5 
Canada 

JESUS FILM PARTNERSHIP 
Connor, Dr. John/Marge 

11302 Peacock Drive 
Indianapolis, IN 46236 

LATIN AMERICA 
Guptill, Rev. Rod/Joy 

Bethany Bible College 
26 Western Street 
Sussex, NB E4E 1 E6 
Ganada 

Hines, Rev. Tom/Lydia 
2808 Middle River Dr. 
Apartment C 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33306 

Martinez, Rev. Luis/Dinora 
10403 Bristol Court 
Fredericksburg, VA 22408 

Trapp, Mr. Robb/Denna 
15663 NW 14th Street 
Pembroke Pines, FL 33028 

West, Rev. Rick/Clara 
See Area Director 

MACEDONIA 
Arnold , Mr. Matt 

569Webford 
Des Plaines, IL 52324 

Neal, Mr. Joshua/ Rachelle 
480 West 40th Street 
Holland, Ml 49423 

MEXICO 
Gray, Rev. Bob/Susie 

Apartado Postal No. 45 
Cholula, Puebla 72761 
Mexico 

Pena, Ms. Nicky 
APDO Postal 462 
Puebla, Pue 72001 
Mexico 

MOZAMBIQUE 
Lehman, Rev. O.D./Linda 

Wesleyan Mission 
PO Box 852 
Nelspruit 1200 
Republic of South Africa 

Pickett, Rev. Jim/Karen 
401 Morton Road 
Hamilin, NY 14464 

NEW ZEALAND 
Bowlin, Rev. Josh/Becca 

3478 N 1350 E 
Converse, IN 46919 

Donovan, Rev. Drew/Amy 
1555 Rnch Avenue East 
Suite 2902 
North York, ON M2J 4X9 
Ganada 

Fussner, Dr. Jeff/Beth 
See Area Director 

Wright, Ms. Annie 
1908 Mirador Drive 
Azusa, CA 91702 

NICARAGUA 
Eckhardt, Rev. Jim/Julie, R.N. 

12912 La Rene Drive 
Black Hawk, SD 57718 

Knox, Rev. Mike/Amy 
c/o Institute de Lengua Espanola 
Apartado 1 00-2350 
San Jose, Costa Rica 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
Floyd, Mr. Don/Cheri 
Freeman, Rev. RandalVLinda 
Keilholtz, Rev. James/Judy 

Wesleyan Mission, Box 489 
Mt. Hagen, W.H.P. 
Papua New Guinea 

PASTORS TO MISSIONARIES 
Nettleton, Rev. Phil/Lucille 

c/o Majak for Nettleton 
Dusikova 5 
638 00 Brno 
Czech Republic 

O'Dell, Dr. Art 
5912 Craig St. 
Springfield, VA 22150 

Vermilya, Dr. Jim/Jeanette 
313 Hall Court 
Noblesville, IN 46060 

PERU 
Ferguson, Rev. Jarvis/Sue 

4647 S Washington Street 
Marion, IN 46953 

Innes, Mr. Elliott/Dena 
32795 Weathervane Lane 
Lakemoor, IL 60051 

PHILIPPINES 
Clark, Dr. Stanley/Rev. Janice 
Sumpter, Rev. Chris & Tiffany 

c/o Wesleyn Bible College 
Rosales 2441 Pangasinan 
Philippines 

RUSSIA 
Burke, Rev. Brian /Gara 
Wahl, Rev. Brenda 
Whitney, Mr. Jeff 

POCCIA 
600005 Vladimir 
UL. Tokareva Ba 
(name) 

Descalzo, Revs. Stephen/Laura 
76 Miller Avenue SW 
#8 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52404 

Higgins, Ms. Rebecca 
206 S Maple St 
Apt C 
Wilmore, KY 40390 

Lytle, Rev. Andrew/Natasha 
443-C Darby Creek Road 
Lexington, KY 40509 

Moran, Ms. Mandy 
351 S. M-88 
Bellaire, Ml 49615 

Pickard, Ms. Kerry 
19835 471 Avenue 
Brooksings, SD 57006 

Sheets, Rev. Brian/Wendy 
7399 Centerville Rd. 
Houghton, NY 14744 

SOUTHERN AFRICA 
Cox, Rev. Rick /Eunice 

148 Havens Lane 
West Decatur, PA 16878 

Fritts, Mr. Garry/Mary Anne 
2189 Hoskins Road 
Burlington, NC 27215 

Croft, Ms. Dorcas 
Phillippe, Ms. Esther 

Box 88 
Manzini, Swaziland 

SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT 
Alderink, Mr. nm/Karen (KENYA) 

Pending 
Jones, Rev. Ron/Janice (ANTIGUA) 

1053 Quakenbush Road 
Box F-B 
Snow Gamp, NC 27349 

Merillat, Rev. Dan/Pada (THAILAND) 
Pending 

SURINAME 
Davis, Rev. Phil/Becky 

11 O Waco Road 
Kings Mountain, NC 28086 

Gorman, Ms. Cora 
A.C.S. Suriname 
P.O. Box 520626 
Miami, FL 33152 

ZAMBIA 
Anderson, Ms. Elizabeth 

PO Box 30745 
Lusaka, Zambia 

Cromer, Rev. Fred/Carol 
1700 SE Barlow Drive 
Apt. 62 
Bartlesville, OK 7 4006 

Jones, Ors. Dan/Joan 
385 Baseline Drive 
Morehead, KY 40351 

Morse, Ms. Bethany 
PO Box 640140 
Pemba, Zambia 

Wallace, Ms. Joan 
Wesleyan Mission of Zimba 
PO Box 610143 
Zimba, Zambia 

Due to security reasons, 
some missionaries cannot be 

listed in this directory. 
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u 2006 
Global Partners Prayer Calendar 

Indonesia Ecuador Liberia Mongolia Croatia Sweden Panama 

30 31 1 
Pray for God 's blessings Pray for the young Pray for the Holy Spirit's 
to be upon new church people in The Wesleyan anointing upon The 
plants in several areas Church of Ecuador to Wesleyan Church of 
of Indonesia. Pray that hear and to follow Panama. Pray for the 
God would protect these Christ's call to strengthening and 
believers and make discipleship and service. growth of each 
them shining lights in individual church. 
their communities. 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Pray that the new Pray for Missionaries Pray for protection, Pray for Bataar Naraa, Pray for Zdenko and SWeden has a summer jOO Pray for God's Word to 
students at the Bible George and Sheree vision, anointing, and pastor of the Eternal Light Sandra Jovisic as they program for high school spread throughout 
college would adjust Wuertz who are to provision for Rev. Isaac Wesleyan Church in the lead the Wesleyan sltxlents that gives them Panama and for His 
and grow in their become parents this Wheigar and the district capital city of Ulaanbaatar, church in Split. Pray for l\Qrk expe0eoce. Pray for kingdom to increase. 
knowledge and in their month. Pray that God leadership team as they as she preaches and deeper growth and unity the saMition of the yootll Pray for The Wesleyan 
faith. would protect them and lead the Wesleyan gives oversight to the among the church body. assigred to ~ and Levon Church of Panama to be 

give them wisdom in ministry in postwar ministries of the local Klxswing, our Wesleyan instrumental in spreading 
ministry and family ltte. Liberia. church. ministry team in SWeden. the good news. 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
Pray for the lay pastors' Pray for divine wisdom Pray for The Wesleyan Pray for Monkhayar, a Pray for wisdom as the Pray for the Korswings as Pray for Pastors Jose 
training sessions on the for pastors Alejandro Church schools in 2006 Bible college mission team looks they prepare their house and Mariquel McKella, 
island where the JESUS Mazzini and Juan Moran Monrovia; most have graduate, and his wife, towards expanding for more efficient ministry Heitor Herrera, Edwin 
film team is working. who minister in the doubled attendance in Gunjee, who are new ministry into new cities. use. Hatt of their home Morales, Carlos Guardia, 
Pray for God's anointing large city of Guayaquil. the last two years. The pastors of the pioneer Pray for God to intervene will become a fellowship and Irene Pascal as they 
to be upon all who Pray for their churches Patrick Pah school now church in Borundur, in their visa situation so and study center. lead the Wesleyan 
attend. to grow in number and has 600 students! which is 17 hours from they can continue their churches in Panama. 

maturity. the capital city. work in Croatia. 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
Pray that the Wesleyan Giovanni and Cristine Pray for the new Pray for Erdensetseg as Ziva Nada, the Wesleyan The Korswings are Pray for The Wesleyan 
children who are Saltos are planting a churches planted in she returns from church in Split, is participating in a large Church in Panama to be 
sponsored by Wortd church in Racar. Ask Monrovia-----six new Borundur to Bible college looking for a new evangelistic drive in the healthy and to walk in 
Hope would study God to open doors for churches in the past two to complete her training location to meet. Pray northern tcmn of accordance to God's 
diligently and grow them to lead people to years, including Agape program and to follow that God would provide Ostersund. Pray that the Word. 
spiritually. Jesus. and Bamersville which God's call upon her life a suitable location to Holy Spirit would open the 

are growing rapidly. for Christian ministry. rent for seven days a people's hearts to the love 
week. of Jesus Christ. 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
Pray that the Hugo Correa is the Pray for the rural ooches, Pray for Sharhuu Uplift the missionaries Pray for the delayed Pray that each Wesleyan 
government would ministry coordinator of especial~ in the Siool Disbti Ganbold, pastor of the and the Wortd Hope opening and outreach church in Panama 
protect Christians' rights The Wesleyan Church of wrere m leale!ship has pioneer church in staff during the ministry of the book and would reach out to their 
to worship freely. A new Ecuador, as well as a OOen able to visit sirce 2000 Gachuurt, where Intensive English Week music cafe in communities and shine 
law restricts their local pastor. Pray for and three coogregations have summer and winter on July 31-August 4. Ashammar, the starting the light of Jesus to the 
freedom. Pray for God's God to give him vision, mw OOell lost A 4x4 vehicil camps are held for the Pray for a meaningful of a choir and of an lost and hurting. 
intervention. wisdom, and courage. is needed to reach these discipling of youth and time of sharing with the Alpha Bible study group. 

churc:OOs. new believers. Croatian students. 
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Global Partners Prayer Calendar 

Chile Japan Czech Republic Karis People 
Bougainville/ 

Mozambique Germany Solomon Island 

1 2 3 4 5 
Pray for the Pray for Natiq and Naila, Bougainville: A ministry Praise the Lord for the Pray for the Wesleyan 
relationships that are along with their four team from New Zealand powerful growth through church in Munich as they 
being built with the children. Natiq is just arrived to teach three the showing of the seek a good place to rent 
youth this week at unstable and classes at the Bible institute. JESUS film, resulting in for their meetings. Pray 
EuroCamp. Pray that unemployed, and he Pray for God to help them 40 new churches in for Brigitte and Achiem as 
the gospel message rarely allows his family with communication and to 2005 ! Pray for new they prO\lide leadership 
would penetrate deep to attend church. help the students with converts to be discipled for the church at this 
into their hearts. understanding. and filled with the Spirit. time. 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Pray for the Holy Spirit's Pray for Dr. Isaac Pray for the follow-up Pray for the Karis Bougainville: Pray that Pray for Rev. Graca Pray for Missionaries 
anointing upon the Saoshiro, president of meetings taking place leaders, who meet the ministry of the New Nhatelo and the Ken and Marilyn Blake 
national youth conference Immanuel General with those who have monthly, to have unity Zealand ministry team leadership of the who return to Germany 
to be held in Purranque Mission (IGM)and senior been touched by the and clear vision for their will bring national Church as they this month and will 
on August 10-13. Pray pastor of Nakameguro gospel this summer. church. encouragement and stretch manpower and serve as interim pastors 
that young people would Immanuel Church of Pray especially for the spiritual growth as they resources to impossible in Munich while they 
respond to God's call greater Tokyo with his discipleship of new preach in local lengths to cover new seek to find and train a 
upon their lives. wife, Susanna. believers. Wesleyan churches. growth (see August 4). new German pastor. 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
Pray for a mighty ou1jnlring Pray for Dr. Sam Fujimoto, Pray for the continued The Karis people need Bougainville: Pray for Pray for the 46 students Pray for the pioneer 
of God's Spirit Wing a directoc of IGM wand growth and leaders who are mature National Superintendent enrolled at the Xai Xai church planting work in 
holille$ crus:D; that s missions, as IGM reaches development of the and loving. Pray that John-Mark, the national Bible College, along with Stuttgart led by Steve 
tal<ing place in Osorno on out to Africa, Haiti, the Wesleyan Czech God will provide leaders board members, and the the faculty and staff. and Ruth Martinez. They 
~ 14-20 l'lith David Philippines, Jamaica, and Christian leaders and for for the church. Pray for local pastors as they The high enrollment is have many contacts and 
Harriman. PaslOl'S frool The Taiwan. Dr. Fujimoto also wisdom as they lead the church to work as equip the Bougainville the response of the are planning to start 
Wesleyan Church of Chile pastocs the Takatsu Immanuel many ministries. one body. Wesleyan Methodist districts to the need for Bible studies. Pray for 
are participating. Church in Yokohama. Church. more pastors. eternal fruit. 

20 21 22 24 25 26 
Pray for Wesleyan Pray for Rev. Paul Ueki, Pray for God's blessings Pray for God to provide Solomon Islands: Pray foc Pray for the completion Pray for Missionaries Greg 
pastors and believers as new president of upon the missionary Christian spouses for Oliver Poloso from the of the national and Shannoo Rast who are 
they work and minister Immanuel Bible Training team as they to learn single Karis believers. Solomon Islands during his headquarters and on home ministries and 
under the 2006 theme College in Yokohama, and the Czech language and Pray that these single first semester of studies at ministry center in looking forward to their 
'Each One Win One and his wife as they transition continue to grow believers would not be Kingsley College in Maputo. The building is future ministry in Germany. 
Each Church Start from 20 years as together in ministry. forced to marry Muslims. Melbourne. Pray that God now five stories high and Immediately upon their 
Another.' missionaries to Jamaica. would help him through requires substantial work arrival, they will learn the 

many adjustments. before it is completed. German language. 

27 28 29 30 31 
Pray for God's wisdom Pray for Missionary Pray for wisdom and Bible schools are illegal Solomon Islands: Pray 
and guidance as plans Andrea Swarthout as guidance as the mission among the Karis people. that God's power and 
are made for outreach she continues language team and the Czech Pray for God to provide vision would be realized 
into Uruguay and also acquisition and leads believers work to lay the ways for the Karis at the upcoming Solomon 
into Paraguay from English Bible studies. foundation for Mure people to receive much Islands Wesleyan 
Argentina. church plants throughout needed Bible training. Church's national 

the Czech Republic. conference scheduled 
for early September. 
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Global Partners Prayer Calendar 

Pakistan Peru Poland 
CREA (Latin America 

Resource Center) 
North American GP 

Dominican Republic campus Ministries YES Ministries 

1 2 
Oklahoma Wesleyan Pray for the Wesleyan 
University: Pray for new youth who are 
and returning students considering a YES 
to recognize and Ministries mission trip. 
respond to the call of Pray that they would have 
God to global missions. the confidence to take a 

step of faith in serving 
God cross-culturally. 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Pray for the district Pray that each local Pray for Pastor Piort as Thank God for CREA's Pray for the growth of Bethany Bible College: Pray for wisdom and 
superintendent and his Wesleyan church in he leads the Wesleyan volunteer proofreaders: The Wesleyan Church of Pray for Dr. Medders strength forYES 
wife as they give Peru would start a church in Krakow. He is Martha, Barbara, Nancy, the Dominican Republic. and the faculty at Ministries' team leaders 
oversight and direction to daughter church in the also the director for and Bryanna. Ask God to Pray that it would have Bethany. Pray for a as they prepare to lead 
the growth of the region where they are Arrow Leadership guide them in their work a great influence in greater influence on our numerous teams around 
Wesleyan churches and located. Training and the Million and bless them for their proclaiming the future missionaries to the world. 
the hostel for elementary Leader Mandate for willingness to serve. message of holiness. accept the challenge of 
and high school students. Poland. God on their lives. 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
Pray for the pastor who Pray that God would Pray for Dominik and Pray for Sharon Parman, Pray for the continued Indiana Wesleyan Pray for youth pastors as 
assists the district bless, provide for, and Barbara as they finish Harris and Marcia Earl, recuperation of Rev. University: Pray for a they consider sending 
superintendent and guide The Wesleyan their seminary course and Norva Crosby who Rafael Ortega from the new generation of teens on a YES Ministries 
directs WHI relief efforts Church of Peru as they and minister as the are translating Sunday heart surgery he had a workers as they mission trip. Pray for 
to minister to make plans for the assistant pastor of the school curriculum into few months ago. respond to God's call them as they encourage 
humanitarian needs, JIBACAM conference to Wesleyan church in Spanish for CREA. to world evangelism. teens to step out of their 
especially in earthquake be held in Peru during Krakow. comforts zones to 
prone areas. October 2007. experience ministry. 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
Pray for the family of a Pray that God would Pray for the missionary Pray for Missionary Pray that the partnership Houghton College: Pray for Sherry Johnson 
pastor who died continue preparing the training school lead by Lydia Hines, CREA between The Wesleyan Pray for God's Spirit to as she works with all 
unexpectedly in March. hearts of Peruvian Robert. He and his family resource coordinator, to Church of the Dominican descend upon the the administrative 
Pray as they adjust to Wesleyans to minister in served as missionaries for have wisdom in Republic and the college so that faculty details involved with YES 
their loss and continue other countries around eight years in Russia. The preparing the materials Chesapeake District in and students would Ministries. Pray for 
to give faithful witness the world. first group of Polish and coordinating the North America would worship Him anew guidance and energy as 
to the power of Christ in students is preparing for volunteer translators continue to strengthen and grow more in love she facilitates the YES 
life transformation. missionary wor1< to Russia. and proofreaders. and harvest much fruit. with Him. Ministries mission trips. 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
Pray for courage and Continue to pray for Pray for God to provide Pray for God to multiply Pray that the leadership Southern Wesleyan Pray for the Holy Spirit to 
grace from God to Anita Carri6n, Peruvian work teams as well as the influence of CREA of The Wesleyan Church University: Pray that speak to the hearts of 
strengthen the believers missionary to Equatorial financial support for the and to use it to of the Dominican students would teens across North 
in 45 local Wesleyan Guinea in Africa. Pray first Wesleyan church strengthen the Spanish- Republic would be recognize the call of America about their role 
churches as they face that God would give her building in Poland. It speaking Church. strengthened and God on their lives and in Great Commission 
persecution on a daily wisdom as she develops was obtained by the united. Pray for the respond with great ministry. Pray for God to 
basis because they as the vision He has given Polish Church and is in Spirit's anointing upon enthusiasm. raise up a new generation 
followers of Jesus Christ. to her. need of significant repair. their lives and ministries. of missionaries. 
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EDITORIAL 

DON BRAY 
GENERAL DIRE CTOR 

Sports Connections 
I have always loved sports. 

The small parsonage yard in 
Oak Park, Illinois, had little 
grass because it was the 
neighborhood sports field for 
a bunch of eight and nine year 
olds. That early love of 
athletics blossomed through 
high school and college and 
followed me into adulthood. 
I was graced by pastors and a 
church that linked the love of 
Jesus with the joy of games, 
teamwork, and the discipline 
of fitness and preparation. 

Many of us in ministry have 
discovered that sports can be a 
universal connector. When 
trying to reach young men in 
my first pastorate, basketball 
and softball effectively 
brought them in. As a first 
term missionary in the 
mountains of Papua New 
Guinea, a couple of Christian 
teens and I would walk to 
remote villages armed with a 
soccer ball and the New 
Testament. We always 
gathered 20 to 30 young 
people for a game and a Bible 
study. Soccer was the magnet; 
Jesus was the purpose. 

This issue focuses on how 
Global Partners' ministries 
uses sports to reach young 
adu lts, most of whom have 
no awareness of Christianity, 
with the love of God and the 
message of Jesus. The 

creativity, commitment, and 
force of women and men 
athletes, who love Jesus and 
share Him with others, are a 
blessing. Delight in what 
God is doing. Recognize 
the bridges He is building 
through sports. 

Delight in what God is 

doing. Recognize the 

bridges He is building 

through sports. 

One of my vivid memories 
centers on a football sports 
banquet in Brno, Czech 
Republic, a few years ago. 
The Brno Alligators, a local 
semipro American football 
team had asked missionary 
John Croft to coach them. 
Nadine Evans, along with her 
husband, Malcolm, business 
people from Indiana, had 
provided funds to help 
sponsor this team; she was 
being honored at the end-of
the-season banquet. After 
John had given team awards, 
he then shared with these 
men his love for them and his 
passion that they would come 
to a personal relationship 

with Jesus. As I looked across 
the room, these big, tough 
men respected John and 
listened to every word. In 
Nadine's remarks that 
followed, she told how her 
love of Jesus Christ motivated 
her to help the team. Key 
leaders on the team had 
become vibrant believers and 
the interface of faith and 
outreach was so clear. The 
wholesome connection 
between believing, generous 
business people and sports 
was powerful. 

This issue is also packed 
with other powerful stories 
of God at work. You w ill 
marvel with me at how the 
faith and conviction of a 
young missionary turned 
mob violence and the 
burning of a parsonage into 
forgiveness and commun ity 
transformation. You wi l l be 
captivated by how God is 
using young adults to 
penetrate unreached and 
hard to reach people in Japan 
and Europe. I am so excited 
to be part of God's 
movement of grace and so 
grateful to all of you who 
pray, give, and support the 
expanding min istry of Global 
Partners. 
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So whether 

you eat or 

drink or 

whatever 

you do, 

do it all for 

the glory 

of God. 

- 1 Corinthians 

10:31 NIV 

Twelve years 
ago , when my 
family first 

arrived in the Czech 
Republic , we found 
ourselves asking the 
question, "How do 
we relate to those to 
whom we've come 
to share the 
gospel?" We were 
no longer in the 
Bible Belt. We 
were in postmodern 
Europe where 
church, the gospel, 
faith , and religion 
were merely faint 
relics of the past. 
Most of our new 
neighbors had 
never set foot in a 
church, much less 
heard the gospel or 
articulated their 
faith . Nearly all 
detested religion on 
principle. 

How could we 
connect with them 
in ways that would build trust as well as friendships? 
The answer seemed obvious. Czech people love 
sports. Club sports were common. In God's 
providence I served as head coach to the Brno 
Alligator 's football team for the next ten seasons. 

Some of our supporters in North America did not 
understand . "We sent you over there to plant a 

church , not to play football!" one 
person wrote. Little did they 

know that football gave 
me close access to the 

hearts and minds of 
as many as 40 men 
three to four times 
each week. Most 
players who 
joined the team 
over those ten 
years were self
professed 
atheists. We 

were building a 
church-oh, yes-

but a church without 
walls , members , 

sermons, or even 
Christians . We were right 
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where God could 
use us. 

Sports fit well 
with our strategy to 
have "multiple 
contact ministries." 
We believed that in 
order for our new 
Czech friends to 
respond to the 
gospel, they needed 
many opportunities 
to hear it clearly and 
see it in action. 
Believe me, three 
practices each week 
provided plenty of 
chances for them to 
do just that. 
Teaching sessions 
allowed us to build 
trust with the 
players , which was 
essential if they 
were going to listen 
to what we had to 
say about Christ. 
For the first three 
years we saw no 
converts. At times 

we doubted our strategy and wondered if we should 
try to find another way. But we could see God 
moving among the men. David Ospaly was one of 
those men. 

David was a coach's worst nightmare. Passionate 
about sports, he was disruptive as a teammate. A 
wicked and destructive lifestyle added to his upsetting 
presence. As I watched and worked with the men , I 
had no idea that David would be the first player to 
accept Christ-but he was. After his conversion , 
David sensed God's call on his life and pursued Bible 
school training. Today, David has completed his 
bachelor 's and master 's degrees and serves as the 
director of sports ministry for Majak, the national 
Wesleyan ministry center in Brno, Czech Republic. 
David helped organize the Majak Athletic Club 
(MAC) and oversees all of its sports teams. David 
has been a head football coach and sees his love of 
sports as a God-given passion to be used and 
developed for God's use. 

Other men have come to Christ through the years. 
Men like Milan Remes who is now studying for the 
ministry or Leos Havlen who serves as the director of 
daily operations for Majak. All of those years we 
were not just playing football - or in my case 
coaching- but we were planting a church. That 
strong, vibrant, growing church of today is led by men 



All IF THOSE YEARS WE WERE HIT JUST PLAYING FOOTBALL 

WE WEIE PUlllllll A ClllCI. 
who signed up to play football and 
ended up joining a team of believers 
in Jesus whose goal is eternal life. 

The Czech team continues to 
use sports ministry in their 
passion to transform lives and 
build powerful churches. In 1998 
a partnership was established with 
Houghton College that has resulted 
in many hearing the gospel. Many 
are in the Kingdom today because of 
their faithful ministry through 
basketball and soccer. Another 
partnership with Taylor University's 

partnership. Matthew and Crystal Blake 
served as GO-Net missionaries for 

one year while Matt acted as an 
assistant coach. They have now 
returned as career missionaries 
and Matt serves as field director. 
Can God use sports to build His 

Church? Look what He has done 
and continues to do in Czech and you 

will agree. The answer is an emphatic 
"YES!" 

John and Shanda Croft served 

football team assists the Alligators with 
training and equipment. Pete Demorest, who 

as Global Partners ' missionaries in 
the Czech Republic from 1994-2006. 
John, director of church relations for I 

Global Partners, now lives in Fishers , 
Indiana, where he and his family 

attend Fall Creek Wesleyan Church. 

served one year as a GO-Net missionary coaching and 
playing football, is a coach at Taylor University and leads this 

An Athletic Club with a Purpose 

A s sports ministry began to 
produce converts and disciples 

who could lead the emerging church in 
Czech, an exciting new idea was 
explored and developed. Why not 
organize the sports ministry into an 
athletic club? This would provide the 
Christian leadership a way to have an 
influence in the structure and 
scheduling of the team. It would also 
give them more freedom to share Christ 
with the athletes. In the fall of 2004, 
the Majak Athletic Club (MAC) Eagles 
were born. 

The MAC Eagles sponsored 
volleyball , beach volleyball , and 
baseball teams . The plan was to place 
Christian coaches and, when possible, 
Christian players on the teams , invite 
players to church and Bible studies , and 
share Christ through the relationships 
that were being built . That first year 
the road was neither easy nor smooth, 
but even then Jesus was being shared . 

In the spring of 2005, Martin, a 
young man who was playing on both of 
the volleyball teams , received Christ. 
When Martin signed up for sports , he 
was against all things spiritual, but God 
worked. God softened his heart , using 

Eagles 
by Matt Blake 

volleyball and the people he met to 
share the message of Jesus . Martin is a 
growing, active believer today. He has 
a heart to take Christ's love to his 
friends and teammates. 

Petr first showed up at Majak 
Ministry Center in 2002 to play sports 
and to hang out with friends. God 
began working in him. Many staff 
members got to know Petr, playing 
pickup games with him and his friends. 
Last summer he attended youth camp. 

There he began to think more about 
God and what he had heard over the 
previous years at Majak. He began 
attending Bible studies and going to 
church regularly. In October 2005 Petr 
prayed to receive Jesus! The church 
celebrated as he and Martin were 
baptized together last November. 

When MAC Eagles added floorball 
to their active teams, Martin and Petr 
joined. They also began taking Christ to 
their teammates , sharing the story of 
what God has done in their lives . As the 
ministry continues to expand, two new 
teams are planned for this fall : street 
hockey and cheerleading. Coaches are 
excited about their new teams , but they 
are even more excited about the chance 
to bring God glory and share the 
transforming love of Christ through this 
open door of sports ministry! 

Matthew and 
Crystal Blake are 

' Global Partners' 
missionaries in the 
Czech Republic . 
Matt serves as field 
director. They 

have three children: Josh, Abby, and Jakob. 
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"lam 

convinced 

that the 

greatest act 

of love we 

can ever 

perform for 

people is to 

tell them 

about 

God's love 

for them in 

Christ. " 

-Billy Graham 

T he vision was born about 
two years ago. I began to 
dream. What if teams from 

all of the Wesleyan colleges and 
universities in North America 
were to travel to one European 
city for a mini-Olympics type of 
sports event? What if they could 
spend their time not only 
competing, but developing 
relationships that opened up 
opportunities for witness? What 
if both North American and 
European participants confronted 
spiritual challenges through this 
experience that changed their lives 
forever? 

I decided the dream was worth 
pursuing. That year I was 
privileged to share the concept on 
the campuses of Bethany Bible 
College, Houghton College, 
Indiana Wesleyan University, and 
Southern Wesleyan University. 

The following year was filled 
with lengthy planning sessions 
and preparation that led to one 
exciting day. On June 8, 2006, a 
total of 83 people departed from 
three major airports to travel to 
the city of Brno in the Czech 
Republic for 12 days of sports 
ministry. They were represented 
as follows: 
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· e ities joined together to "blitz the city." It is es 

600 pe0ple were directly impacted by events and 300 heard a the love 
of Christ through someone sharing their personal testimony. Many se of 

the gospel were plante antL two young people accepted Christ as their Savior. 
1-ERe IS THe STCRY"seHll"IJ THe STCRY ... 

BeTHanY BIBLe COLLeGe 
• Beach volleyball team 
• Support teams 

HOUGHTOl'l COLLeGe 
• Men's and women's 

basketball teams 
• Men 's and women's soccer 

teams 
• Music teams 
• Support teams 

1no1ana wesL.evan 
un1veRS1TY 
• Baseball team 

sot.JTHe~ weSLevan 
U"llVeRSITY 
• Women's basketball team 

The weeklong event was a 
huge success in every way! Six 
specific goals had been established 
by all involved during our 
planning with Global Partners' 
missionaries and Czech national 
Church leaders. Each goal was 
accomplished in amazing ways! 

GOaL I: Evangelism 
and Follow-up 
A strong emphasis was 

placed on relational evangelism. 
Athletic events provided the 
"hook" that allowed us to develop 
friendships. Those relationships 
opened doors for us to share Christ 

in more specific ways throughout 
the week as well as contacts for 
ongoing follow-up. For example, 
testimonials given at the ministry 
center, conversations during meals, 
and presentations made at sports 
events provided opportunities for 
sharing about our personal 
relationship with Jesus . 

To illustrate how this worked, let 
me tell you an exciting story. One 
young woman, who spent many 
hours throughout the week helping 
one team translate for different 
events, established deep friendships 
along the way. She noticed things in 
the coach and team that made her 
realize there was something very 
different about them. This led to a 
long conversation with the coach 
that ended with the young woman 
committing her life to Jesus Christ. 



That was an amazing evening for the 
entire team! 

"'• GOa.. 2: Leadership 
~ I Development 
~ The entire leadership team of 

the Czech church and the ministry 
center were asked to commit to 
extensive hands-on involvement in the 
Brno Sports Blitz program. We 
insisted that we could not and would 
not do it without their total support. 
They exceeded even our greatest 
expectations! Each North American 
sports team was assigned a team leader 
who was either a Czech leader or a 
missionary. Each team leader was 
responsible for working out the myriad 
of details surrounding their team's 
schedule of events, such as where they 
would eat meals with other teams, how 
they would get to and from games, how 
sharing would be handled at each event, 
etc. The success of the Brno Sports 
Blitz was directly dependent on the 
quality of their work. 

How did they do? To use a sports 
metaphor, "They hit a homerun!" 
Many are already successful leaders, 
but this event helped to stretch them 
even more and provided opportunities 
to further develop their God-given gifts. 

GOa.. 3 : Increased 
Exposure for Majak 
Ministry Center in the 

City of Brno and in the Greater 
Czech Republic 

Sports and individual team events do 
not always draw much attention among 
the broader public in the cosmopolitan 
setting of Brno and the Czech Republic. 
Our hope was that an event of this 
magnitude would be different. We were 
not disappointed. Advance articles 
appeared in newspapers delivered to 
thousands of Czech homes. Large full
color posters were displayed all over 
Brno. Radio advertisements were 
purchased. 

Once the event started, a daily 
update appeared in the largest daily 
newspaper in the southern part of 
Czech. They even sent a journalist and 
a photographer to Majak to cover our 
event on the same evening that Czech 
met the U.S.A. in the World Cup Soccer 
game. Our game results were reported 
on daily television and radio news 
shows. The local TV station even sent 
crews to tape parts of several athletic 
events to include on their news reports. 

1HISwa5noT 
Ya..R TYPICCI 

SH:RT-TBm mlP. 
11-115 IS a La'"IG

TBm ~ Bell'lG 
a5SISTeDBY 
SH:RT-TBm 

Teams. 

GOaL. q: North Americans 
Called into Ministry 
At the end of the week, all 83 

of us attended a wonderful closing 
service. After joining in a special time 

the Kingdom. Individuals, churches, and 
institutions of higher education partnered 
together in a unique, God-ordained show 
of unity to accomplish something that was 
bigger than what any of them could have 
done alone. 

GOaL 6 : Invite 
Representatives from 
Another Country to 

Plant the Idea of Sports Ministry 
for Their Field 

Joel and Cindy Babcock, Global 
Partners' missionaries in Croatia, spent 
several days with us in Brno during the 
Sports Blitz. Good conversations were 
begun involving ideas for how this 
concept might be implemented in Croatia. 

As you can see, God did 
"iillmeasurably more than we could ever 
ask or imagine according to his power that 
is at work in us." Only time will tell the 
fruit that will come because of this event. 
More than 600 people were directly 
connected with the ministry center 
through the Sports Blitz. 

Your prayers can make a huge 
difference in this part of the project. Pray 
for the team members who are remaining 
in Brno to help with follow-up: Vince 
Wagner and Andy Norton. Other teams 
ministered during the rest of the summer 
to provide additional follow-up. The 
majority of the work, however, will be 

of praise and worship, we 
celebrated communion 
together. Dennis Wright, 
area director for Europe, 
challenged us to consider 
God's call on our lives. 
Several went forward 
expressing their 
commitment to serve God 
in career ministry. 

_...._ ....... --~ done by Czech 

"' GOaL 5 : 
t • I Establish/Foster/ 
~ Develop Partnerships with 

"Key" Churches/Districts/ 
Supporters 

God blessed wonderfully in this area. 
Each participant had to pull together his or 
her own support team for prayer and 
finances. Folks who gave to support their 
loved ones during this amazing week not 
only followed closely on our web site 
(www.sportovnismrst.com), but no doubt 
will continue to support the ongoing 
ministry in Brno. This was not your 
typical short-term trip. This is a long-term 
work being assisted by short-term teams. 
Each gift makes an eternal difference in 

believers and 
missionaries as they 
interact daily with 
those touched by the 
Blitz and model 
Christ to them. 

If you would 
like to know more 
about this ministry, 
daily reports and 
photos are still 
available at the event 

web site which can be found at 
www.sportovnismrst.com. You can click 
on the "English" link and go to the daily 
reports or click on "Galerie" to view the 
photos. If you are interested in praying 
for, giving to, or participating in future 
sports ministry events, please feel free to 
contact Coach Lord directly at 
Harold.lord@houghton.edu. 

H. "Skip " Lord is the associate vice president 
of athletics and conferences at Houghton 
College. He is also the volunteer sports 
ministry coordinator for Global Partners . 
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FROM 

we let go of our 
personal 
agendas and 
asked God to 

Katie Sullivan - Sophomore at 
Southern Wesleyan University 
(Women's Basketball} 
"I enjoy doing the basketball clinics for the 
Czech kids at their schools. The kids really have 
a passion for spons. God is teaching me that I 
can have a passion but without a focus on Christ, 
it's meaningless. I want to imitate Christ's 
passion for people who have yet to know Him!" 

thinking, they would naturally stop the 
ball from rolling away by using their feet 
instead of their hands! We had a great 
time. 

Tuesday, June 13. In the 
afternoon and evening, all of the teams 
played their first games in a series that 
will go from Tuesday until Friday .... 
Despite the wins 
or losses, there 
are significant 
relationships that 
are being 
developed . 

Corky McMullen -
Senior at Houghton 
College (Men's 
Basketball) 
"I am thankful I was 
able to continue a 
relationship with a 
player I met last year. 

~~~~~~~~!!!!'!~~~~~==::::~--;~~ prepare us for ..:: His agenda .... 

After all of the 
games the teams 
that compete 
with each other 
on the court or 
field then go to a 
local restaurant 
and share a 
meal, spend the 
evening talking 

We have had a great time 
getting to know each 
other better. God is 
showing me that the 
people we meet are very 
hungry for Christ. I can 
help be a witness and 
share." 

Sunday, June 11. On Friday 
evening we had dinner together in the 
ministry center and the worship and 

Luke Mortenson -
Senior at Houghton 
College (Men's 
Basketball) 
"I had the chance to witness 
to one of the Czech players 
at the restaurant the other 
night. !feel God has placed 
in my heart an ability to 
trust Him even when I am in 
another part of the world." 

training was 
very rich as we 
learned about 
the language, 
culture, and 
ourselves! 
The devotional 
came from 
Jeremiah 
18:3-we are 
clay in the 

Potter's hands to be used for His 
purposes! God is molding, shaping, and 
preparing these wonderful men and 

Monday, June 12. Most of the 
teams today went to the schools in the 
area and held respective sports and some 
teams taught English classes as well. 
The purpose is to build relationships and 

about life and sports, and find out they 
have much more in common with each 
other than they originally thought! 
Praise God for how these students 
interact with their peers in an 

Ryan Moore - Indiana Wesleyan 
University (Men's Baseball} 

international 
setting. Jesus 
Christ is being 
proclaimed and 
lived out in this 

"I love hanging out with the baseball players. 
God has placed many things on my heart. I find 
myself praying for Czech people every day." 

meet a need 
with the students and then invite them to 
one of the several events here at Majak. 
... I attended the basketball clinic with 
the Houghton College men 's team. It 
was really fun and funny! The students 
were 14-15-year-old boys. They 

great city! 

Helena fyler - Sophomore at 
participated 
in ball 
handling, 
defensive and 
offensive 
drills. What 

Wednesday, June 14. God 
has been orchestrating some wonderful 
relationships with people this week. He 
seems to have included the weather in 
that plan as well! It has been another 
beautiful day here in Brno . ... We are 
experiencing incredible people who 
have never heard who Jesus is. Almost 
a whole generation has gone without 
hearing the gospel. The Czech 
Republic is still in its infancy (1989) 
where they have a freedom much like 
ours in the U.S. and Canada. 

Houghton College (Women's Soccer) 
''I'm learning God really wants me to trust in Him 

t.;l•~---... illitP"'l and leave things in His hands. I asked for God to give 
me opportunities to share my faith and He has!" 

women for ministry. We had the entire 
Czech, Canadian, and American teams 
create an American football "huddle" 
and prayed for one another and the 
people of Brno who do not know Christ. 
The Holy Spirit came upon this place as 
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was so funny was watching them when 
they lost control of the ball. Without 

cassie Merrill - Junior at Houghton College (Women's Basketball} 
"This is my second time here. I was thrilled to walk onto the Majak campus and see some friends I had 
made the year before! God is showing me how my attitude is an important witness for Christ." 



Conversations are talcing place in restaurants after the games, 
and Jesus Christ is being shared in a personal testimony by 
the players with the help of interpreters. We see many heads 
of Czech players nodding positively as students share some 
of the struggles in their personal lives. They also have those 
same struggles. We are learning that we are not so different 
after all! 

The days are long and 
strenuous, and yet 
everyone looks forward 
to what the new day has 
in store as we reach 
people for Christ. 

Ashley Scudder - Junior 
at Houghton College 
(Women's Basketball) 
"Building relationships with the 
people here is so awesome. I'm 
seeking God for what my future 
holds after college. I am 
learning to trust Him more in 
knowing He truly has a plan for 
my life!" 

Thursday, June 15. 
Greetings from Brno! 
Ministry is in high gear and 
many events are happening 
all over . ... Thank you for 
your continued prayers for 
each person on this team. 
The days are long and 
strenuous, and yet everyone 
looks forward to what the 
new day has in store as we 
reach people for Christ. ... 
God is working. We are 
working with Him! We have 
much to be thankful for as 
God continues to challenge 
our faith and develop us into 

devoted followers of Christ. The soil is tilled and fertile . 
A legacy is being born. God is giving our team a passion 
and vision for reaching people . 

6:~~~;;;;~;;,~ Tyler Mutton - Sophomore at 

THE POWER OF ONE THE ,POWER OF ONE THE POWER 0 1 

"Goll, Anyone?" by Rich uve1y 

I doubt if you have ever thought of golf 
when considering a short-term mission 

trip, have you? If you have even thought 
about sports, it has probably been soccer or 
basketball or maybe even football now that 
we sponsor a team in Czech-but definitely 
not golf! 

However, if you are a golfer like I am, you 
know about the unique connections that can 
be made out on a golf course, where, for at least four hours, you team up with 
someone to play a game. This allows plenty of time for conversation. Add to this 
the exciting factor that you have the chance to help someone improve his or her 
game, and you are given a perfect opportunity to establish a relationship and gain 
access into someone's life. 

So when I joined a team from Heritage Wesleyan Church last summer (2005) 
that traveled to Asia to assist in medical work (knowing I had absolutely no 
medical background), I joked with the missionary that I would just play golf for 
the week. After we arrived, I asked if there was a golf course in the city. The 
missionary thought there was, but he did not know anything about it. 

One afternoon, while the rest of the team assisted in medical work, I found my 
way to a golf club and ended up discussing the possibility of bringing over a 
team of instructors to conduct a golf school. To my surprise, the club manager 
reacted enthusiastically. He asked if we could come and stay for a month so that 
each of their 500 members could receive lessons and then travel to area clubs to 
conduct schools for all of them! 

As I processed this with our missionary host, he remarked, "In one afternoon you 
have figured out a way to establish a relationship with the very community I have been 
trying to reach for a very long time." As a result of that conversation I have been able 
to organize a team of golfers to return this summer (2006). Although we cannot teach 
for an entire month, we will conduct two golf schools in one week's time. 

Our goal is to meet people where they are and establish a relationship with them, 
building a bridge with our medical workers who live in the city, so that the business 
sector is aware of needs and how they can get involved in helping their own 
community. At the end of the week we plan to hold a banquet for all the participating 
golfers. They will receive awards and hear from our missionary about the medical 
needs in the city and outlying areas where he works. 

Houghton College (Men's Basketball) 
"I love meeting new people and building 

For centuries it has been a normal part of missionary work to reach the 
poor. They are easy to find. They have great needs. We can offer them so 
much-physically and spiritually. However, those who live behind gates and 
drive expensive cars are harder to reach because they do not seem to have 
physical needs. However, their spiritual needs are just as great, and we must 
find ways to reach them. One way is by connecting with them in places where 
they spend their leisure time. One of those places is the golf course! 

-.""....-:""I relationships with them. We have much more in 
common than I ever thought. God is teaching me 
how important it is to learn from different cultures." 

Friday, June 16. We are in the home stretch of our 
mission . It 's hard to believe that we are into our last few 
days of the trip. We have experienced so many things, and 
God is teaching us how to trust Him more and more each 
day . ... The Czech people are so wonderful. It is a 
privilege to be able to share the love of Christ with the 
ministry team here at Majak. Their work is growing. 
People are making decisions for Christ. We miss all of 
you very much but are grateful for the opportunity God 
has given all of us to serve here in this great country. 

Mark Mutton serves as assistant pastor of Brockport Free Methodist 
Church in Brockport, New York. His son Tyler plays on the 
Houghton College men 's basketball team. 

Helping someone hit the ball straight or finally sink a six foot putt may open up 
the possibility to dialogue about matters of eternal importance. I do not believe 
that our team will change the history of Asia during one week on a golf course. 
Nevertheless, I dare to believe that we might begin a spark of interest in one 
person 's life. A spark that will lead that person to reach out to his or her 
community and, in turn, lead to people who can articulate the spiritual 
transformation that Jesus offers to all-rich or poor. 

What about it? "Golf, anyone?" 
If your handicap is 1 O or below and you would be interested in details on future trips, 
please contact at rich.lively@heritageqc.com. 

Rich Lively, mission pastor at Heritage Wesleyan Church in Moline, Illinois, and former Global 
Partners ' missionary in Russia, is married to Kathy and has three children. Look for a report 
of the golf team's experiences in Asia in the next Wesleyan World. 
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Then I 

heard the 

voice of the 

Lord saying, 

"Whom shall 

/send? 

And who will 

go for us?" 

And I said, 

"Here am I. 

Send me. " 

-Isaiah 6:8 NIV 

•••••••••••••••••••• 

How GO-Net Ministries 
Changed Our Livesl 

Matt and Emily Miller tell how God used their time in the Czech Republic (Matt) and Germany (Emily) 

to change the focus of their lives. Here are their stories. 

"s· M U "' 1gn e p. Matt's Story 

"Matt, you should really consider doing a GO-Net 
year in Czech." This was a comment that came out 
of Dave Tolan's mouth every time I saw him from the 
day I became a Christian. Dave is Global Partners' 
campus representative at Southern Wesleyan 
University, so I knew it was his job to recruit me. 
Because of that, I simply chalked up his offer as 
something he had to do. I didn't seriously consider it 
until I met some people from the Czech field during 
missions conference in the fall of my senior year. 
After meeting those missionaries I allowed myself to 
think about going. 

here in America. 
Dave's response was one that I will never forget. 

"Well, you wouldn't have to work. You could just 
play basketball." 

In my head I screamed, "SIGN ME UP!!!" But 
out loud I calmly said, "That's pretty cool, Dave . I'll 
have to think about it." 

Honestly, it did not take that much thought to realize 
that I wanted to do this , and it didn't take that much 
prayer for God to confirm that this was what He wanted 
me to do. I was going to be a basketball-playing GO
Net volunteer missionary to the Czech Republic! 

Saying goodbye to friends and family was 
difficult, but knowing that I was doing what God 

The next time Dave 
made his sales pitch to 
me- the next time I saw 
him! - I decided to find 
out more about what I 
could do. 

I spent a year as a basketball-playing GO-Net volunteer missionary 
in the Czech Republic and learned that I was to spend the rest of 
my life equipping people to know God and to serve Him. 

"Matt, you could just 
go and play basketball 
with the teens that come to Majak (the Czech 
ministry center) every day," Dave explained. 

I tried to understand this concept by asking, "So, 
I would work some random job during the day and 
play basketball all afternoon and night?" The idea 
was starting to sound pretty good, but I was still not 
sure if I wanted to move to the other side of the 
world to do something that I could just as easily do 

- ?ltatt 
wanted was more important. I was not sure all God 

·had planned for me, but as long as it included 
playing basketball , I was definitely for it! 

When I arrived in Czech, I went through culture 
shock. The food tasted terrible. I didn't speak the 
language. I had no idea how to do ministry ... I had 
only been a Christian for a couple of years! 

As it turns out, God was able to use all the things I 
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lacked to create a dependency on Him. Once I started to lean 
on God for His strength, He revealed that He had much bigger 
plans for me than just playing basketball. In addition to joining 
a local club basketball team, I helped coach the Brno Alligators 
football team, taught English classes, helped host work and 
ministry teams, and headed up Nite Light (youth group) . 

lifestyle. But most of all, I loved that relationships are of 
utmost importance in their very special culture. I can honestly 
say that I learned more about relationships during my time in 
Germany than any other time in my life. 

First of all, I learned much about hospitality. For example, 
it took several months to get used to spending 5-10 hours at 

I couldn ' t believe it. God was using me as a 
youth pastor? That was something I had never 
imagined. I mean, I was a business major in 
college. The only thing that I had learned about 
youth ministry was that it didn ' t pay very well. 
Yet here I was-planning and preaching a weekly 

I can honestly say that I learned more about relationships 
during my time in Germany than any other time in my life. 

message for the teenagers at Majak. I also had a 
couple of opportunities to preach in the international 
worship service. Through these experiences God was 
slowly telling me that this was what He wanted for me. He 
wanted me to become a pastor. 

There were many other lessons that I learned during my 
GO-Net experience-such as patience, flexibility, and more 
patience-but the main thing that I learned was that I was 
supposed to spend the rest of my life equipping people to 
know God and to serve Him. I am so thankful that I took 
Dave's offer to spend a year of my life as a basketball-playing 
GO-Net volunteer missionary in the Czech Republic! 

No Hidden Agendas! Emily's story 

During my senior year at Southern Wesleyan University, 
I decided to join two dear friends from college in Munich, 
Germany, with the intent of starting a youth ministry 
through the Wesleyan church, "Die Bruecke." God had 
already begun to give me a burden for this place as my 
family's exchange student returned to Germany and could 
not find a place to worship . We all were saddened as we 
watched him return to his previous way of thinking and 
living. We grew aware of the great spiritual need that 
exists in Germany. 

These things, along with prayer, led to my decision to 
go to Munich. The decision was confirmed in various 
ways, including financial support. In only six weeks ' time, 
God helped me raise $20,000! On July 4, 2003, I was on 
my way to Germany for what would be a truly fruitful and 
refining time . 

There are so many things I love about Germany, including 
the consistently flawless coffee and much slower-paced 

-~ 
someone's home, but I began to love these times with people. 
After a couple of hours small talk began to fade , and by the 
end of the evening I knew more about these amazing people 
than I would learn in several months of friendship here in the 
States. With church friends, these times always included 
sharing burdens-true burdens-and praying for one another, 
sometimes for an hour or more. My friends outside the church 
were no less hospitable. 

I also learned much about true friendship. My friends were 
fiercely loyal and much more selfless than I. I must also add 
that some of these most precious friends do not know Jesus. 
This fact led to one of the biggest revelations in my life 
regarding people. Through these friends, God showed me that 
each individual-Christian or not-can be used by Him to 
teach me important lessons. Furthermore, I began to see the 
image of God in these dear people and was forced to face my 
very judgmental attitude. 

Previously in my life, non-Christians had been "projects." 
That is , I became their friend in hopes that they would find 
Christ. I am ashamed to admit this flaw in my character. I 
must clarify that I do hope each person in my life will come to 
know Christ, but that is not why I am to be their friend. God 
pointed out to me that I am to love people simply because He 
loves people-without conditions or hidden agendas. (In fact, 
when we befriend people in order to "get them saved," our 
agenda is never hidden to them. They always figure out why 
we hang out with them.) 

God also wanted me to see the value in each person and to 
learn from them. Talk about being humbled! I only hope to 
possess some of the values that my dear friends offered me and 
I know that I, in tum, have something to offer them. It is not 
myself; it is Jesus! He is able to be seen only when I love 
people for no other reason but to love them. 

God did give me great opportunities to share truth. My 
friends were interested, but only after a loving, loyal, and 
vulnerable relationship had been established. I am forever 
grateful to God for my year in Germany, and I am indebted to 
all of those He used to teach me these important life lessons. 
I will never be the same! 

Matt and Emily Miller are co-pastors of Mauldin Wesleyan 
Church in South Carolina. Matt also serves as the South Carolina 
district director for world missions. Their first child, Ethan 
Alexander, was born on New Year '.s Day. Eventually, they believe 
that God is going to call them back to the mission field, but until 
then they will have to settle for leading short-term trips. 
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I have 

become 

all things to 

all men so 

that byall 

possible 

means 

I might 

save some. 

- 1 Corinthians 

9:22NN 

"My goal is to win 
families to Jesus. My 
strategy is to go after 
the men ... their 
families will follow." 
So said Giovanni Lopez 
when he and his wife, 
Elizabeth, set out to 
plant a church in 
Soyapango, El Salvador. 

The result two years later was "Gran Familia" or 
Big Family Wesleyan Church, whose congregation 
has a high percentage of complete family units. 
But there was more to be done. 

Pastor Giovanni has a passion to reach young 
men at risk, specifically gang members. Soyapango, 
the center of much gang activity including the 
infamous Mara Salvatrucha and Mara 18, is in the 
metropolitan area of San Salvador, the capital of El 
Salvador. The M18 gang of about 6,000 members 
has recently been classified by the government as a 
"terrorist net" due to the constant and bizarre 
murders they commit. Territory controlled by each 
gang is well defined. One side of the street may 
belong to one gang; the other to a rival gang. 
Giovanni has friendly contacts in both of the main 
gangs, but he is very careful not to bring the two 
together. That could result in bloodshed. 

La Campanera, the community just behind the 
church, is ruled by the M18 gang. In an effort to 
reach out to the neighborhood, Giovanni planned a 
rap night to be held in the street. After getting the 
consent of gang leaders, he asked police to be 
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present to provide security in case any rival gangs 
showed up. He brought in a Christian rap artist 
from Peru, a man who used to live among 
gangsters himself. He called the event "Noche 
Rapera en La Campanera," a catchy rhyming name 
for Rap Night in La Campanera. 

During the 45-minute concert, 300 people
many of them gang members-filled the street. 
After the rapper gave his testimony and presented 
the plan of salvation, more than 15 gang 
members- men and women - indicated their need 
of Jesus by going to the front of the crowd. 

That event opened the door to gang ministry for 
the Big Family Church. They organized a soccer 
tournament for gang members only. In order to 
play soccer on Saturday, the guys were required to 
attend church on Friday. For security reasons , that 
Friday service was held just for them. The 
attendance quickly reached a steady 70-80. 

Several men from the church who shared the 
same passion and courage as their pastor 
volunteered to help with the Friday service and the 
Saturday soccer games. One man, a former gang 
member himself, has scars from five bullet wounds 
that demonstrate his previous life. As he and 
others worked with gang members, they found 
some who were open to the truth . 

Pastor Giovanni planned a weekend evangelistic 
retreat, inviting 35 gang members to attend. "We 
will give the gospel for three days ," he said, "and 
at the end invite them to make a personal decision 
for Christ." 

At first the guys were all enthused, figuring out 



ways to earn the money to go, but enthusiasm gradually 
waned. By March 24, the day the retreat was to begin, 
things were not looking good. What happened next is 
best told in Giovanni's own words: 

"They say that doubt is not a characteristic of God's 
children, but in Scripture we see that many times the 
people of God doubted. God in His mercy demonstrated 
His grace in order to convince them that He is all
powerful. A few examples: Israel in the wilderness 
doubted the redeeming hand of God, yet it was there that 
God did many miracles. The ten spies doubted their 
ability to conquer the land, but in the end God gave the 
people Canaan. Peter, in spite of his doubts, experienced 
what it was like to walk on water. And Thomas, because 

he doubted, was the first disciple to touch the wounds of 
the resurrected Christ. Seeing this, we can say that not all 
doubt is sin, but rather a fear that our limitations will get 
in the way of God's marvelous plans. One of my mentors 
in seminary used to say, 'When God acts, He does it 
through us or in spite of us,' and that is what happened in 
regard to the retreat. 

"By 5:00 P.M. on Friday, March 24, I began feeling 
very nervous. I tried not to show it, but I think it was 
obvious. I confess that I was afraid the retreat would be a 
failure. This fear and doubt came from the lack of 
motivation we had observed in the 35 unsaved young men 
who had been invited to the event. Besides, not a single 
one of them had paid his fee. More than $300 had been 
invested by faith, and we were not at all sure we would 
recover the money. Even worse, we didn't 
know if we were going to be 
able to hold the retreat at all 

.l 
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-Pastor Giovanni Lopez 

because hardly any of the men had showed up. A half 
hour later, a call from my wife calmed me down. 
'Giova,' she said, 'I just opened an e-mail. It says there 
are people praying for this event.' 

"At 6:00 P.M., by faith, we began loading things into 
the vehicles and transporting them to the site of the 
retreat. To our surprise, by 7:00 P.M. a group of twenty 
guys had assembled. When we arrived at the retreat site, 
we could sense their excitement, but we knew it was not 
because of the spiritual nature of the event. They were 
simply thrilled to have the chance to go somewhere. 

"That night nobody slept. Some drugged themselves 
by smoking marijuana. Bad language and dirty jokes 
filled the air. In short, the spiritual battle had begun. We 

needed to act wisely so as not to irritate our guests. 
"All day Saturday the men were sleepy, restless, and 

apathetic to the preaching, showing bad attitudes and poor 
attention. All of these things saddened me. In the middle 
of the afternoon, while Pastor Rolando Salazar was 
sharing the Word, I felt frustrated and defeated. I felt like 
we were simply entertaining these guys and that the Word 
was being given in vain. My faith was very small! 

"After supper, while the men were still in their rooms 
preparing for the evening schedule, we gathered in the 
main room to cry out to God for His help. At about 8:00 
P.M., while we were singing 'God is in this place,' we 
began to see the hand of God at work. The men began to 

Gw. vanni and pastor 
ElivilJeth r,opet 

sing along by following the words 
that were projected on the wall. 
After the message on 'Freedom 
through Christ,' an invitation 

continued on page 23 
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"What 

would 

happen if 

the church 

today 

recovered 

Jesus' 

pattern of 

humble 

. ? service . ... 

The answer 

is clear. 

The world 

would stop 

to watch-

andbe 

changed." 

-Ronald Sider 

'' Can't' 
1999: Numbers Do Not lie 

In 1999 I was serving as senior pastor of a 
Wesleyan church in the United States. In January of 
that year I taught a two-week intensive course in 
pastoral counseling at the Christian Evangelical 
Wesleyan Bible College in Vladimir, Russia. During 
that time, God showed me a mathematical ratio, 
asked me a question, and left me to think about it. 
The ratio is: 350,000:10 vs. 190,000:600. 

Here is what it means . The city of Vladimir has 
350 ,000 souls with less than ten evangelical 
churches. The county I lived in had 190,000 souls 
and 600 churches. God's question to me was, Are 
you content to continue serving in a place where the 
evangelical gospel is so abundant? 

I told no one, but returned to the States wondering 
if God was calling me to missionary service. I 
prayed, fasted, thought long and deep, and concluded 
that He was calling me to Russia. When I shared this 
news with my wife, Kay, she was not at all 
interested. Then I came up with a question that I 
thought she could not say "no" to. I asked, "Will you 
honor me by going to Russia for two weeks to see if 
God is calling us there?" 

She did not say no, but she did not say yes either. 
She simply did not answer the question. 

After a lot of prayer, fasting, and counsel, I came 
to two conclusions. God had indeed called me to 
mission service, but His prior call was to my 
marriage. Now He was calling me to love and 
cherish Kay and never let my disappointment taint 
our relationship. 

2001: Cancer 
Two years later, we discovered that Kay had 

cancer. During her surgeries and chemotherapy 
treatments, she lost all her hair and a lot of weight. I 
was afraid I was losing her; she was afraid she was 
being punished. "Is this happening because I 
wouldn't go to Russia?" she asked. 

"No," I said. "Cancer is not God's punishment. 
That's not the way God works. If we had gone to 
Russia when I wanted, we'd just be the next couple 
corning home for health reasons." But it did seem 
certain that my dream was dead; we would never 
serve together overseas. 

Nevertheless, God was at work. Through months 
of treatment Kay often talked about how calm she 
felt. She said, "I have been a fearful person most of 
my life. These months of cancer treatment have 
made me trust God more than I have ever done 
before. I think He is taking away my fear." 

In the spring of 2004, I was scheduled to make two 
mission trips alone. This was not unusual since Kay 
had never been on a mission trip. Ken Blake, then 
mission director for Russia, e-mailed us asking if Kay 
would accompany me to Russia and speak to various 
groups. I thought, "No, probably not, but I'll ask." To 
my amazement, when I asked, she said, "Yes." 

A week later, Rick West, area director for Latin 
America, e-mailed me with a similar question. I 
thought, "I'd better ask her." Again, she said, "Yes." 

"Don't you think it's strange that I am agreeing to 
go with you on these mission trips all of a sudden?" 
she asked. 

"Yes," I said. "What has changed?" 
"I've just realized that I'm not afraid any more," 

she confessed. "Through the cancer, God has taken 
away all my fear. I can go with you now. I can go 
anywhere God wants us to go." 

We made both mission trips together. In Costa 
Rica and in Russia, Kay engaged the culture and 
ministered wonderfully to American missionaries as 
well as local people. I felt that my ministry was 
greatly strengthened because of her. God had indeed 
done something deep in her heart. 

2004: "I Can't Do Th s' 
On our last night in Russia (June 4, 2004), the 

Blakes were helping us process our experiences. 
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One of the questions they asked was, "What are you taking 
home from this experience?" 

"I don't know how to deal with this," I answered, "but 
I'm taking home the realization that I can't be a missionary 
in Russia. I have long thought that I could be a missionary 
in Russia. Now I don't think I can. Maybe I'm too old or 
the language is too difficult or it's too big of a cultural 

"I have long thought that I could be a 

missionary in Russia. Now I don't think I 

can. Maybe I'm too old or the language is 

too difficult or it's too big of a cultural 

adjustment. I just have this sinking 

feeling that I'm not up to this." 

adjustment. I just have this sinking feeling that I'm not up 
to this." 

Ken paused and then commented, "That sounds like a 
pretty good place from which to become a missionary." 

A few weeks later at the Festival of Nations in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, I sensed God saying, "David, now is the 

David Vardaman tells about the challenges that he 

and his wife, Kay, faced as they processed the 

possibility of serving on the Global Partners team in 

Russia. In the end, neither doubts nor cancer nor 

fear could keep them from fulfilling God's call. 

time." I turned to Kay and said, "I feel compelled that we 
should offer ourselves for missionary service." 

"Let's do it," she agreed. 
Over the next several months we were approved to 

serve with Global Partners. We decided to become GO
Net volunteer missionaries for one year to see how living 
outside the U.S. would affect Kay's health and to give us 
ample time to know if God wanted us in Russia long-term 
or for only a year. We raised our prayer and financial · 
support. We bought tickets to Russia for August 7, 2005. I 
resigned my position as minister of pastoral care at College 
Wesleyan Church (Marion, Indiana) effective July 17, 
2005. We rented our house to another missionary couple 
who would be in the States for one year. 

Then, on July 13, we learned that Kay had cancer again. 
The specialist said it was a rare side effect of the anticancer 
medication Kay had been taking since 2001. One night, 
after Kay had been tested but before we had the results, I 
walked to the Williams Prayer Chapel on the campus of 
Indiana Wesleyan University (IWU). There I began to talk 
with God. 

"Father, what questions should I be asking about this?" 
I prayed. In reply, He asked me several questions. 

"David, what is your top priority?" 
"Kay's health and well-being," I answered. 

continued on page 23 
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illagers in Boeng Krum 
gathered at the construction site 
to protest the soon-to-be-built 

pastor's house. Their efforts 
succeeded. The project halted and the 
new pastor was left with no place to 
live. Arun had no other option but to 
build a makeshift grass shelter. Its 
unique triangular grass roof extended 
to the ground, serving a double 
purpose as both roof and wall. No 
villagers protested. They seemed 
happy to see the pastor living in such 
basic conditions. 

Arun did not let the situation 
bother him until the night snakes 
crawled over the floor. Within a 
year's time the deteriorating roof was 
leaking profusely. During rainy 
season, scorpions and centipedes 
crawled on the wooden floor five 
inches above the ground. Obviously, 
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something needed to be done 
irnmediatel y. 

"It's time to build the parsonage," 
Arun told his people. "Last year's 
strong opposition has mellowed." 
Everyone agreed. Construction began 
on the first week of April 2006 
without incident. Posts went up; shiny 
roof sheets were installed; a concrete 
wall followed. But the new house 
drew the attention of some prominent 
Buddhist leaders. 

When the house was nearly 
finished, a mob led by the village 
chief and a Buddhist leader razed and 
burned it to the ground. Witnesses 
watched in horror as approximately 20 
people participated in the devastation, 
some chanting anti-Christian slogans 
such as "Long live Buddhism!" and 
"Down with Christianity!" Bystanders 
were in tears while the flames 

gradually consumed the building. 
Could those be tears of joy? No. 
Tears of sorrow and pity mingled 
together for this thing which never 
should have happened. Many 
Buddhists were among those unhappy 
with the actions of the mob. 

As the fire died down and the 
smoke vanished, my team arrived at 
the scene. Seven fully armed police 
officers stood by, waiting for our "go" 
signal to arrest the assailants. Ashes 
and ruins remained on the ground. I 
asked God for wisdom. What should 
be our response as representatives of 
Jesus in this land? 

Due to the rareness of religious 
persecution in Cambodia, some people 
dismissed the notion that religion was 
the motivation for this terrible deed. 
In newspaper reports that followed, 
journalists tried to pinpoint other 



Deep within my heart I knew 
one thing was certain. Our only 

response must be to forgive. 

reasons for the misdirected zeal. I 
didn't know if we could ever be sure 
about the motivations of the 
perpetrators , but deep within my heart 
I knew one thing was certain. Our 
only response must be to forgive. 

Before I could say anything, 
members and pastors made their 
feelings clear. "We should teach these 
Buddhist leaders some lessons," they 
said. They agreed that the only 
response was to retaliate through legal 
means. They unanimously voiced their 
intent to take the matter to court. They 
argued that no Cambodian law 
prohibits its constituency from building 
houses on their own property. 
"Christians are always at the bottom of 
the ladder," they agreed, "always being 
crushed by others." 

"What's wrong with being at the 
bottom or being seen as weak and 
powerless?" I countered. As the 
discussion continued, I was aware that 
a decision had to be made within 48 
hours or the ringleaders could not be 
arrested. Delaying a decision meant 
allowing the mob leaders to go 
unpunished. 

My church friends did not want to 

see that happen. "We will be forever 
persecuted if we don't act today," they 
argued. "Go to court or close down 
the work," they advised. 

As I paused to reflect, some 
questions came to mind. Am I ready to 
pay the price for farther persecution? I 

wondered . Am I 
willing to take the 
responsibility for 
more injustice toward 
Christianity in this 
community? But I 
knew that speculation 
based on fear of future persecution was 
not solid ground for making any present 
decision. After all , Christians are called 
to suffer with Christ. 

United by strong conviction , 
Kimsan , the Cambodian Wesleyan 
leader, and I stood our ground 
opposing the majority opinion among 
pastors and members that the incident 
should take its course to court and see 
the mob leaders arrested and the 
building costs paid back in triple fold. 
Though it seemed culturally acceptable 
to bring the matter to court, we knew 
we must put Scriptural principles 
above cultural consensus. 

The emotional atmosphere turned 
gloomy when we declared that we 
would not be filing a complaint or 
going to court. Local believers felt 
that decision would seal further 
persecution and injustice toward 
Christianity in their community. They 

felt betrayed. In their eyes 
we were simply accepting 
defeat without fighting for 
their rights . 

We tried to explain our 
position. "We may win the 
case at court, but forever lose 
our Christian witness. 
Winning at the cost of 
forgiveness does not make 
one a winner," we told them. 

Sometimes forgiveness 
seems unfair. Human nature 

demands retaliation; Christ chose to 
forgive His betrayers . Human nature 
demands justice, yet Jesus asks us to 
forgive. Human nature demands our 
rights; we are called to leave justice in 
the hands of the One who does all 
things well. 

It is not easy. Natural tendencies to 
pursue revenge can overwhelm us in 
times of tragedy and loss. But that 
road leads to bitterness , anger, and 
hatred . The only remedy left to 
unloose such a stranglehold is 
forgiveness . When we forgive 
offenders , we release ourselves from 
the grip of the past and resolve to gaze 
at the future with faith and hope. After 
all, forgiveness is an act of faith. That 
is what we all needed to discover. 

And we did . Feelings of defeat and 
the unwillingness to forgive gradually 
subsided. A remarkable transformation 
took place . Pastor Arun , together with 
some key church members , agreed to 
meet the mob's ringleaders to offer 
forgiveness and seek reconciliation . 
Their offer was accepted. 

What happened next was totally 
unexpected. Some Buddhist leaders, 
the district governor, and commune 
chief gave their permission to build a 
new house similar to the previous one, 
a gesture of genuine reconciliation . 

Each Sunday the house of worship 
is filled with eager worshipers. No 
vacant seats available. To date no 
further acts of persecution and no 
injustices toward Christianity have 
occurred in Boeng Krum. 

No fire is strong enough to destroy 
the power of forgiveness. 

Greg and Resie Fernandez, 
members of The Wesleyan 
Church of the Philippines, 
have served as missionaries 
in Cambodia since October 
2003. Greg and Resie are 
graduates of Asia-Pacific 

Nazarene Theological Seminary. 
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gew 
on 

five years ago I boarded a 
plane to fly to a land that 
would one day become 

my home. It was my first 
overseas trip alone. As soon 

as I arrived, I needed to find 
my way across Tokyo to meet 

the missionaries with whom I 
would live for the next month . 

Needless to say, I was a bit 
apprehensive about how that would 
all work out. 

While flying over the Pacific, I 
began talking to my seatmate. She 
was eager to practice her English, and 
it was a long flight. Our conversation 

made the hours pass by quickly. 
Upon landing, I looked over my 

instructions but was still unsure where 
to go. After going through customs, my 

new friend found me. She helped me 
collect my luggage, make a phone 

call, buy a bus ticket, and get on 
the right bus. She and her 

husband then said 
goodbye so they could 

make their connecting 
flight. That was my first 

impression of Japan. That 
initial act of hospitality 
was a great introduction to 

the gracious people who live 
here in my new home. 

As a child I knew Japan was somewhere on 

by 
Andrea 
Swarthout 

the other side of the world. My only personal 
knowledge of that land came from my third grade 
teacher, Mrs. Finley, who taught me how to eat 
with chopsticks. (I am still grateful to 
her!) I did not know a single person 
from Japan until I was in middle 
school. However, one summer 
night right after my twelfth 
birthday, during a night of prayer 
and communion at the Iowa
Minnesota District youth camp, I 
felt God leading me into full-time 
ministry. 

One year later I asked God to 
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Japan has complete religious freedom; ho 
Jesus and that number is decreasing. This 
reli(on not meant for them .... I cannot i1 
determination to carry on for the long hau 
confirm His call on my life. He not only 
confirmed it; He began to focus it. That night 
He instilled in my heart a love for people I had 
never met and a country I knew nothing about. 
Because of my youthful innocence, questions of 
cost or adversity never entered my mind. In 
spite of being raised in a pastor's home where 
missionaries were sometimes hosted, I had no 
idea what it meant to be a missionary. 

Twelve long years later, I was appointed as a 
missionary to Japan. Over the years I became 
more and more certain of God 's call on my life 
and what He was leading me to do. My love for 
the people of Japan grew. I remained open to 
God's direction. My calling was tested , but in 
the end, it was always Japan . 

Those years seemed like an eternity, but God 
was preparing me for this amazing adventure. He 
had a lot of work to do. When I was young, I 
never wanted to stand out. I was happy being 
invisible. Now, wherever I go, I always stand out. 
As a child I did not believe women were called to 
be preachers . Now I am an ordained minister in 
The Wesleyan Church. I grew up in small town 
Iowa. Now I live halfway around the world in a 
city of more than 12 million people. These are 
just a few small ways my life has changed. 
However, when I stepped on Japanese soil for the 
first time five years ago, I felt right at home. 

My new home is a land about the size of 
California with a population of nearly 127 
million people. Japan has complete religious 
freedom; however, less than one percent are 
believers in Jesus and that number is 
decreasing. This country sees Christianity as a 
foreign religion not meant for them. 

While I was growing up, I was extremely 
stubborn. I have learned to submit that 
stubbornness to the Lord's authority, but, 
thankfully, the determination remains. In this land 

where workers are few, the task 
insurmountable, and transformation slow, 

I cannot imagine being a missionary 
without the determination to carry on 
for the long haul . Even though the 
picture can sometimes appear bleak, 
I cannot imagine my life being any 
different. I love being part of God's 

work in Japan. I believe Christ came 
for all. That means I cannot exclude 

people simply because they are too difficult 



er, less t~an one percent are believers in 
untry sees C~ristianity as a foreign 
gine being a missionary wit~out t~e 

to reach, or because they are rich, or because 
others have given up hope. 

North American culture and Japanese 
cultures are strikingly different in many ways. 
The good news is that this provides an 
opportunity for me to see Jesus through very 
different eyes. I consider it a privilege to work 
alongside Japanese brothers and sisters in 
Christ. In Japan, Wesleyan missionaries partner 
with a Japanese-led holiness denomination, 
Immanuel General Mission (IGM), and World 
Gospel Mission (WGM). As my language skills 
grow, so does my appreciation for the godly 
men and women with whom I work. 

Japan has become my new home. I know it 
is a little out of the ordinary. People are not 
lined up waiting to be missionaries in Japan. In 
fact, many men and women are being 
called into full-time mission work 
after taking short-term mission 
trips. Their calls are 
absolutely valid, of course, 
but sometimes I wonder if 
we are overlooking the 12-
year olds who can hear and 
respond to God's voice-as 
I did. 

At the annual conference 
for IGM, one service is aimed 
specifically for young people, 
expecting that God will call them 
into full-time ministry in Japan or overseas. Do 
we expect the same? 

Many have asked, "If Japan is such a tough 
place to minister, why go? If it is so expensive to 
live in Japan, why bother? Japan is a wealthy, 
technologically advanced nation. Why do we 
need to send missionaries there?" Answers are 
not easy, but missionaries are needed
missionaries who are willing to commit to the 
long haul. Fear and adversity should never keep 
us away. Money or level of difficulty should 
never determine who receives the gospel. Instead 
of wasting time questioning whether or not 
missionaries should be sent, why not spend our 
energy on raising up the next generation of those 
willing to follow God's leading? , 

Andrea Swarthout is a missionary to Japan with Global 
Partners and is an ordained minister in The Wesleyan 
Church . She graduated from Oklahoma Wesleyan 
University and Asbury Theological Seminary. 

Vision: faculty of sight, unusual competence in discernment or perception, 
intelligent foresight, the manner in which one sees or conceives of something, 
a mental image by the imagination' 

Passion: a powerful emotion, ardent love, the object of such love or desire, 
boundless enthusiasm, the object of such enthusiasm2 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

What is our vision? What is our 
passion? Those are the 

questions we have been asking 
ourselves over the past few months. 
What do we hope to see happen in 
Ecuador in the next year? In the next 

five years? What motivates us 
with desire, love, and 

enthusiasm? 
This process has caused 

us to redefine and refocus 
what we do and how we go 
about doing it. Instead of 
doing a whole bunch of 

good things here and there, 
we desire to be doing exactly 

what God has in mind for us, 
waking up with a clear vision 

each morning about where we are 
headed and then diving into that day 
with the passion to reach that vision. 

So what do we see? We see 
children unable to attend school 
because they are selling gum and 
candy or washing windshields for ten 
cents each in order to take home 
enough money to put dinner on the 
table. We see families tom apart by 
abuse, affairs, and poverty. We see 
teenaged moms quitting school early. 
We see, hear about, and read in the 
daily paper the sad results of gang 
activity, robberies, and corruption. 

We also see youth in the local 
churches wanting to make a 
difference in their generation. We see 
youth who want to learn, grow, and 
mature to be leaders who can make 
that difference. We see people who 

are hungry for 
something different 
and ready to be led 
to a place of hope. 

So what is our desire and 
enthusiasm? We desire to build 
strong relationships with these youth 
so they may first see that God created 
them, Jesus loves them, and the Spirit 
wants to lead them into His plan for 
their lives. We desire to mentor and 
teach them how to be leaders that 
impact the next generation. We desire 
to counsel with them to heal their 
broken hearts and worried minds. We 
desire for kids to stay in school. We 
desire for families to be whole, 
united, and safe. We desire for teens 
to finish high school and go on to 
college. We desire for streets to be 
safe and neighborhoods to be full of 
light and hope. 

Pray with us that we would clearly 
see God's vision so that our hearts 
will beat with a passion for the same 
things which make God's heart beat 
for people He died for in Ecuador. ' 

George and Sheree 
Wuertz are Global 
Partners' career 
missionaries in Ecuador 
working with four 
developing Wesleyan 

churches. Their focus is in youth 
ministries, construction projects, and 
counseling . 

1. Definition from online dictionary source. 
2. Definition from online dictionary source. 
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Prul was on his second missionary 
oumey in Asia Minor when he 

heard the call to go to Macedonia 
and share the message of Christ. Though 
the vision for present day Macedonia did 
not come to Global Partners during the 
night, as it did for Paul, we do believe that 
it is a vision from God. That vision has 
been confirmed through much prayer and 
research. As a result Global Partners is 
preparing to begin a new work in this 
small country north of Greece. 

The people of Macedonia still need to 
hear the message of Christ today. In this 
former communist country, once a part of 
Yugoslavia, close to 70 percent claim to be 
Orthodox Christians. This tends to reflect 
their culture rather than their religious 
beliefs. The remaining 30 percent of the 
population are Muslim. Less than one 
percent are born again believers. In fact, in 
the capital city of Skopje there are only 
eight evangelical churches for more than 
600,000 people. 

These numbers reflect great spiritual 
need. Unfortunately, people often do not 
recognize their spiritual needs. Non
Christians in Europe, as in North America, 
seldom seek out the Church. Instead, we 
as the Church have to go to them. To 
reach the people of Macedonia we must 

first meet a felt need shared by many- the 
desire to learn English. 

~(i.s.~ a..s. a. Loo( to'r 
Utu...-c.A r'( <l.ttii~ 

People in Eastern Europe are seeking to 
learn English in order to become a part of 
the world community. English is 
becoming the unofficial global language 
for business. It also dominates the internet 
and international conferences where 
information is shared. In other words, 
people are going to take English classes 
whether or not we as Christians provide 
them. So why not use this natural 
opportunity to expand God's kingdom? 

By setting up an English language 
institute we automatically give ourselves a 
way to make contacts and build trust 
within a community. As teachers, we have 
a valid place in society. We are able to 
relate to the people (and them with us) as 
we work and live among them. In 
addition, as we teach, we are giving them 
tools that will help them in life, i .e ., 
possibly open doors for a better job. This 
is particularly important in a country like 
Macedonia where at least one third of the 
people are unemployed. More 
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importantly, we are able to develop 
relationships with students that in turn 
allow us to share Christ more effectively. 

The goal is not to use the classroom 
as a platform for preaching. We want to 
teach with excellence, knowing that 
everything we do reflects Christ. Then, 
as relationships with students are 
fostered outside the classroom over a 
cup of coffee or strolling through the 
city, opportunities will naturally arise 
where we can share about Christ one-on
one. Due to developing relationships, 
students are also more likely to come to 
events where the gospel message is 
explicitly shared, such as Bible studies, 
parties, and camps. 

For these reasons an English 
language school will be part of an 
overall strategy to church plant in 
Skopje, Macedonia. Classes will be 
offered in varying levels, from beginner 
to advanced, with each class meeting 
twice a week. However, opportunities to 
teach English are not limited to the 
school. Nurses want to learn English on 
their breaks; businesses are hiring people 
to do in-house English training; service 
industries are looking for intensive 
courses that directly relate to their 
specific fields. There are opportunities 
to partner with teachers in the local 
school system. 

By meeting the needs in the 
community, such as those listed above, 
we will be able to reach out to young 
professionals and their families. They 
make up an important segment in Skopje 
that is largely unreached. Ministering to 
parents and whole families is the only 
way to reach children in Macedonia 
since there is a law preventing 
evangelism of children under 18 without 
parental consent. We are asking God to 
help us touch the lives of young families 
with His love and grace. 

We desire to introduce people to a 
personal relationship with Christ, but that 
is only the beginning. Our vision is to 
see a healthy, growing Church 
established. That will involve 
evangelism, discipleship, and fellowship. 
Macedonian believers will then emerge 
as godly men and women who can lead 
the way for others to follow. 

~ CoJ(i~ 11.o{ li""'-i{eJ 
{o 7iac.he,r.s. 

After Paul saw the vision at Troas he 
began at once to prepare to go to 
Macedonia. The question before us now 
is, "Will we be as quick to respond to the 
vision God has given us today?" 

A wonderful door for ministry is open 
before us. We are looking for people 
who will step up and answer the call. 
You may be young or old or anywhere in 
between. You can serve for a semester, a 
year, or more. You do not have to be a 
teacher or have previous teaching 
experience. You can be a 
businessperson, a musician, a 
homemaker, or . .. (you fill in the blank). 
You simply have to have a passion for 
evangelism and be willing to use English 
as a means of ministry. 

After signing up, you will be given 
training in teaching English. Upon 
arrival on the field you will have 
continued support through fellow 
teachers and a provided curriculum. 
Those are just the logistics. 

The exciting part will be seeing how 
God fashions the ministry opportunities 
according to the skills and passions of 
those on the team. Though God does not 
need us to spread His message of love, 
He has chosen to use us. As He does , we 
will see God do amazing things, both in 
us and through us in Macedonia. The 
question is, "Will you come over to 
Macedonia and help us?" 

Josh and Rachelle Neal, 
team leaders pioneering 
the Macedonian work, 
plan to leave for 
Macedonia in January 
2007. With Rachelle's 
strengths and experience 

in the missions world and TESOL (Teaching 
English to Speakers of Other Languages) and 
Joshua's in the business world, along with their 
combined passion to reach the lost, they are 
excited about working together to make the 
vision a reality. 

THE POWER OF ONE THE POWER 0 

One Student Who 
"Got It" 

Tim Boland shares some of his 
reflections during the final days of 
his year spent teaching at TECT, a 

Bible training college in Sierra Leone. 

E very transition is a series of lasts. This 
week saw the first string of them: last 

prayer meeting, last chapel, last classes, 
and final exams next week. But I must 
say, with all of the work to be done, these 
concluding moments are only sinking in 
very slowly. When I finish the grading 
process, I think it will feel sort of like going 
from 60 to O in about two seconds .... 

I finished the grading process last 
night, and, wow, that was a feeling. The 
best way I could think to celebrate was to 
borrow my neighbors' guitar and have my 
own little worship session at my work desk. 
Praise be to God who has carried me 
through the "official" part of my task, but 
how much more I need His grace for the 
goodbyes and transitions still to come! ... 

Closing classes involved discussions on 
the highs and lows of the semester. One 
student in my missions class said something 
especially thrilling. He said he had taken the 
class mainly as a filler because it looked like 
the education class would be more work. 
(He added that he had been quite wrong on 
that point!) But he says now that his whole 
perspective is changed. "Before I would 
have been satisfied to build the church 
building," he said, "get a hundred members 
or so, and be happy. Now I see that's not 
what it's about at all." 

Praise God for this fruit. That's exactly 
the kind of student I was hoping would 
end up in that missions class. Here is one 
who now sees the absolute supremacy of 
Christ in evangelism and mission. 

Timothy Boland now serves as an admissions 
counselor for Houghton College. His long-term 
goal is to return to Africa for pastoral training. 
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May your 

ways be 

known on 

earth, your 

salvation 

among all 

nations. 

- Psalm 67:2 NIV 

Two Doctors 
One Nation: 

Two doctors*-married to each other -use their medical and 
relational skills to bless the growing Church in Nepal. 

I 
n 2003, after returning for our second term of 
missionary service to Nepal, we became part of 
United Mission to Nepal (UMN), a Christian 
international organization that has ministered to 
Nepalese for the last 52 years. Through its 

diverse outreach projects , UMN endeavors to make 
Christ known to the people of this only remaining 
Hindu kingdom of the world. 

As a pediatrician I was seconded to a busy 320-
bed general hospital where I provide direct patient 
care, teach junior doctors and interns, and lend 
support to the consultant staff of the department. 
Caring for sick children (and sometimes adults) 
further connects me to families with varying needs. 
I once took a mentally retarded woman to the 
emergency department after I found her crawling by 
the roadside during one of my early morning jogs. 
She was suffering from major medical trauma and 
was in shock. Surgeons worked hard to save her life. 
While she was recovering , we offered prayer and 
supported her family. When she was finally cured, 
the social service department was able to help cancel 
the huge debt incurred. 

There is a nine-year-old boy who suffers from 
Wilson's disease . His family is not indigent, but his 
lifetime need for medication puts a significant strain 
on their small income. A Christian donor from the 
UK has offered to cover the cost of his medical 
treatment for one year. His family is grateful that he 
is able to lead a normal life, at the moment, due to the 
generosity of strangers who love Jesus and care for 
Hindu people . 

My responsibilities place me alongside Hindu and 
Buddhist doctors with different religious beliefs and 
practices . As we brush elbows each day in the wards, 
I consciously seek to live out Scripture's teaching to 

set a Christian example . Of the 140 physicians and 
other health professionals in the hospital, the majority 
are Hindus or Buddhists , so being a daily witness to 
my colleagues is a ministry in itself. 

My wife's role as technical advisor for the 
HIV I AIDS program of UMN has its own merit and 
challenges. Her program is incorporated with UMN's 
other areas of work in education, food security, 
enterprise development, peace and advocacy, and the 
health of the community, particularly that of women and 
children, to help address the root causes of poverty in 
Nepal. As UMN focuses on strengthening the capacity 
of partner organizations, most of her work is in the 
strategic planning with HIV/AIDS programs, such as 
the development of appropriate care and support 
services available for people living with HIV I AIDS and 
their families . Over the past several months she has 
been involved in coaching and mentoring a Nepali staff 
member who is now leading this area of work. 

Representing UMN in interacting, discussing, and 
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learning with groups working at the grassroots level, particularly 
in remote areas , has been a privilege for my wife. She likewise 
represents UMN at the national level, working with leaders who 
are influential in making policies and other reforms that affect the 
entire nation. In a country where Christians are a minority, she 
has been able to join other faith-based groups in providing a 
Christian influence at these gatherings. 

She also links up with local church leaders and members, 
helping them understand and integrate mission in the lives of 
believers. The Nepali Church is slowly taking up the 
challenge to respond not only to spiritual but also to the 
social needs of people inside and outside the congregation. 

Global Partners is officially connected to the Emmanuel 
congregation. With 70 covenant members, attendance 
between 85-100 people weekly, and some 35-40 children 
attending Sunday school, the church is thriving. Its JESUS 
film ministry outreach has witnessed to thousands of 
Nepalese in the countryside. Two new preaching points were 
recently added to the congregation. Just a few months ago, a 
27-year-old pastor was commissioned as the leader of a 
group of 25 believers in one of the remote hills of Nepal. 
Love gifts of hurricane lamps (Services are held mostly at 
night because people work during the day.) and straw mats 
(People sit on mats during services instead of squatting down 
on bare floors.) were presented to this young pastor. The 
main congregation was very excited to support the new 
believers and pledged to pray regularly for them. 

Our twin children (a boy and a girl) also help to shape our 
ministry in Nepal. Five of their eight years have been spent 
in Nepal; their love and fascination for this country grows 
each day. They are healthy, thoroughly enjoying their school 
and friends. Lately, they have been asking some difficult 
questions: "Why doesn't God just force everyone to go to 
heaven so it will be all done?" "Why is the book of 

Nepal has traditionally been a tough place 
for believers, but now that positive changes 
are taking place, we need to seize this 
amazing opportunity . .. . how we can best 
reach the Nepalese with the gospel. 

Revelation so hard to understand?" Even though there are no 
easy answers , the duo is content to identify themselves as 
third culture kids. They did not look forward to leaving 
Nepal when we left in July to do home ministries. 

Recently, some historic events took place in Nepal. The 
current prime minister and parliamentarians declared that Nepal 
is no longer a Hindu nation and that the people are now free to 
practice the religion of their choice. The caste system is now 
discouraged and some disadvantaged ethnic groups will no 
longer be considered untouchables. These are all miracles! 
This country has traditionally been a tough place for believers, 
but now that positive changes are taking place, we need to seize 
this amazing opportunity. We need to think of how we can best 
reach the Nepalese with the gospel, be it through prayers, 
ministries of compassion, congregational support, church 
planting, encouragement and discipleship, addressing the social 
and economic issues of the people, or simply living alongside 
our Nepalese friends as they redirect the course of their land. 

STORIES FROM THE FRONT STORIES FROM THE 

Stepping into the Unknown 
by Selinda Ingalls 

'1...-~~~~~~~~~~ 

0 ne day my siSwati 
language teacher, Fikile, 

and I had a conversation. I 
think I did OK, but one thing I 
find very hard to do is not to 
think so hard about what to say 
and what is being said. Fikile 
kept reminding me to just try to 
piece together the words I 

Fikile, my siSwati language teacher knOW and come Up With some 
kind of response. For me, the 

first part is easier than the last. I can pick out a few words, but I 
take far too long thinking about what to say before I reply. I 
know that is not helping me learn the language quickly. 

Fikile, who speaks many languages, gently prodded me 
with words I will never forget. "Don't wait until you are sure," 
she advised, "because you will never be sure." She is so right. 
I miss out on so much if I live in fear of making a mistake or 
getting hurt. Missions involves stepping out of what you know 
into the unknown. Language learning means taking the risk of 
making a fool of yourself and having people laugh at you. 

Christianity demands stepping out of our comfort zones. If 
we are comfortable with the status quo in our lives, then there is 
something else we could or should be doing. God never said it 
would be easy. He never said it would be safe. He only said we 
would not go it alone. We may never be sure of the outcome, 
the full risks involved, or the impact they will have, but when 
serving where God wants us, we can be sure of His presence 
and faithfulness to give us strength and help when we need it. 

I don't think Fikile had any idea that her words had such 
deep meaning for me, but they did. I will remember them 
every time God nudges me to step into the unknown. It is 
worth the risk-because He is there. , 

Selinda Ingalls lived on Grand Manan Island, New 
Brunswick, until she went to Bethany Bible College where 
she majored in global ministries and minored in music 
ministry. She is currently a GO-Net missionary to 
Swaziland, working in the Emmanuel Wesleyan Bible 
College library and teaching English. She also assists 

with music at the Manzini Christian Community Church. 

It is good to live and serve in Nepal. Please continue to 
pray for this nation! 

*Due to security sensitivities, we are unable to use names in this 
article. 

Two doctors work with Global Partners as career missionaries from the 
Philippines to Nepal: They have been with medical missions for the last 
eighteen years, serving in Z,ambia, Africa, and in South Asia. They are 
the privileged parents of 8-year-old twins. 
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Gathering 
o ~s 

. ladies at churcli 
New Guinean . 

Pa ua n nurse in Papua New Guinea tells how she 

Jo~ 
discovered the joq of answering God's call on her life . 

. . . a call would come that someone had been badlq injured .... leader to the women 
in my home church 
district. I currently 
serve the Wesleyan 
Women of Papua New 

I would gather God's joq and ma~e mqself hop up and go treat them. 

R 
fter graduating from nurses' 
training, I was happy to be 
employed at the training hospital. 
But then I was assigned to work 

full-time in the labor ward. I 
complained to God. "The other nurses 
get to take turns in the other wards," 
I argued. After a few miserable days, 
I decided to accept God's plan. 
"That's all right," I admitted. 
"Whatever You give me to do, I'll do." 

Eighteen months later I heard about 
an opening for work as a clinic nurse at 
Christian Leaders' Training College. 
They were looking for a person with five 
years of experience in a labor ward. I 
decided to apply even though I had only 
18 months of experience. They 
immediately wrote back and asked me 
when I could be ready for work. My 
friends and I were amazed that I was 
accepted. I took it as the hand of God. 

The clinic, where I worked at the 
training college, not only treated students 
and staff but community people as well . 
That helped me gain a broad experience 
of dealing with all types of people. 
Many times I would be getting ready to 
sit down to supper and a call would 
come that someone had been badly 
injured. I was needed immediately to 
tend to them. Initially, I would groan to 
God, "Oh, no . Not now, God. I want to 
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eat my supper ... But that 's okay. 
Whatever You want me to do, I'll do." 
Then I would gather God 's joy and make 
myself hop up and go treat them. 

The college allowed me to teach 
women's classes in Bible and sewing. 
They also allowed me to take theological 
and Bible training courses myself. When 
I listened to speakers in chapel services 
talking about the need for missionaries in 
India and other countries, it would grip 
my heart so badly that I had to run to the 
bathroom and cry. Others would notice 
and say among themselves, "God must 
be calling Ruth to go be a missionary 
somewhere." 

In truth , God was calling me to go 
back home and be a spiritual women's 

Guinea as secretary of , _ _ ,__ 
the National Wesleyan 
Women Kibung 
(camp). 

I can now see that 
Ruth Kurugu 

God has been leading and preparing 
me step by step to make this move as 
I have been obedient to Him. 
Because my employment at the Bible 
college is far away from my home 
church district, I have told the college 
that I am resigning in order to return 
home. My boss said he will not 
accept my resignation. I take that as a 
compliment, not as a fact, because I 
am leaving to follow God's call! 
Then I will gather God's joy! 

POStSCfipt: Ruth was determined to do God's will, even though she knew her 
"calling" was to an unpaid ministry. Shortly after turning in her resignation, 
she was asked to be the person to start the Community Health Based Care 
program in her hometown area. This health work is a preventive health plan 
working with community leaders and affects the whole lifestyle of villages. The 
program has been used effectively by other churches as a way to integrate faith 
with practical teaching. Ruth says, "God has done another miracle. I had 
observed this program and saw how it could be used to bless women. I 
secretly wished I could some day be involved in something like that. This is a 
dream come true for me. God does such special things when you give yourself 
completely to Him!" 

Pray for Ruth as she makes this transition and begins her God-ordained 
assignment as spiritual leader among the women of her home church district. 



"I Can't" 
"Not getting to Russia?" He 

countered. 
"Lord, You know I want to go to 

Russia," I admitted, "but I want Kay to 
be healthy more than anything else." 

"David, do you trust me?" He 
probed. "Even if this is cancer?" 

"Yes, Lord. I trust you." 

"I Can" 
continued 

"Will you allow Me to use this as a crude instrument to 
make you and Kay more like my Son?" 

"Yes, Lord. I will. I surrender to You . I trust You." 
Then I asked Him another question. "Lord, if I trust 

You completely with this situation, why don't I feel better? 
I feel like I'm carrying a boulder on my chest." There was 
no reply-only silence. 

I left the prayer chapel and headed home. As I crossed 
the street bordering the campus something happened. In 
the middle of the street the "boulder" in my chest 
vanished! Suddenly my heart felt light and free. I stepped 
up onto the curb and turned around to see if there was 
something in the street, some evidence of this huge weight 
that had been lifted from me, but the street was empty. 
God had met me intellectually and emotionally, and He had 

was given to surrender to Christ. That's when the glory 
of God broke through. One by one, on their knees, 
broken and confessing their sins, they gave themselves to 
the Lord. How many? ALL OF THEM! 

"I still had lingering doubts as I went to bed, thinking 
it must have been an emotional reaction. But on Sunday 
attitudes had taken a 180-degree tum. All day long the 
men sang, testified, and made commitments. The smell 
of cigarettes and other substances was not sensed again. 
Hallelujah! God had truly moved! 

"That afternoon each man was given a letter that 
family members had written. They were deeply moved as 
they read expressions of love and support. Gang 
members, addicts, rebels-all of them-were crying like 
children. I am so grateful to the people of the church who 
worked hard to contact all the families who wrote those 

given me assurances of His presence in 
both instances. 

Within two weeks God had provided 
full-time teaching employment with IWU, 
plus work as a pulpit-supply minister at a 
Wesleyan church about 70 miles away. 
College Church provided housing for us. 
And the Lord provided the specialist we 
needed for Kay's next surgery. All went 

well. The doctor told us that the surgery was a success. 
Kay spent the next several months recuperating, and we 
left for Russia on January 10, 2006. 

Since arriving in Russia we have felt Satan's attacks in 
many ways, but we have also known the presence and 
power of God. We believe this is where God wants us. We 
see Him at work in and through us and we continue to trust 
him. Kay is not afraid. And I am finding that I can be a 
missionary in Russia. 

David and Kay Vardaman have pastored Wesleyan churches in 
Michigan, North Carolina, and Indiana. Kay, a graduate of Ball 
State University, is a public school teacher. David, a graduate of 
Indiana Wesleyan University and Western Michigan University, 
has also served as adjunct faculty for the Department of Religion 
and Philosophy at !WU. The Vardamans have two adult 
children. 

letters. In addition, they invited the family members to 
church on Sunday night to give the guys a surprise 
welcome home. 

"When we left the retreat, no one knew what had been 
planned. More than 80 people were waiting for us at the 
church. When we arrived, the 20 young men literally 
danced into the building as they heard people singing 'I 
am free.' The families, church people, and especially!
their pastor-could not believe my ears as the guys gave 
their testimonies . 

I gave my life to Christ. 
I have decided to leave the gang. 
No more smoking. 
"We could not stop praising God. What a tremendous 

blessing! 
"On Monday I attended a cell group, as I always do. 

Another surprise awaited me. All the men were there 
with their Bibles, loudly singing praises. Two announced 
publicly that they had decided to get married. All doubts 
disappeared. At last I believed!" 

Tom and Lydia Hines give regional direction 
for El Salvador and Ecuador. They count it 
an honor to be a small part of the great work 
God is doing through Giovanni and Elizabeth 
Lopez and the Gran Familia Church . 
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AFRICA: L •1dsa, Cumcron, 

GP Arca Director 

CAMEROON: 
Update on Church Plant 

The new church plant in the capital 
city of Yaounde in Cameroon is now 
reporting a regular worship attendance 
of 65. Furthermore, the group recently 
opened a new preaching point in the 
outer suburbs of the city. That group 
has started well. 

On June 9, 2006, the Cameroon 
Wesleyan Church was granted 
official recognition by the 
government. This has been a long, 
slow process, but now opens the 
door for the Kajila family to secure a 
work permit for church planting in 
Cameroon. It also enables the 
church to begin searching for 
property to accommodate their 
growing numbers in worship. 

Please continue to pray for Rev. 
David and Cecile Kajila. Their 
ministry in Cameroon as 
missionaries from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo is made more 
difficult by the substantial difference 
in the economies of the two 
countries. 

MOZAMBIQUE: Revival Sparked 
by JESUS Film Ministry 

Reports from 
Mozambique continue to 
describe conditions of 
revival with powerful 
ministries of evangelism and 
church planting. 
Mozambique now has 
three JESUS film 
teams fully 
functioning in The 
Wesleyan Church. In this past 
May alone, 35,013 viewed the 
JESUS film, with an 
amazing 23,245 
responding to 
the gospel 
call. 

Much of the new ministry is 
among Muslim villages of the 
remote northern provinces where 
entire communities are turning to 
Christ. Rev. Graca Nhatelo, national 
superintendent and JESUS film 
director, reports many stories of 
conversions, including the 
following: 

Jamie, age 57 years old, has 
been a Muslim since birth. 
Through the JESUS film he is now 
a Christian. When I asked him 
about his conversion, he said, "I 
accepted Jesus into my life for He 
is powerful. He was raised from 
the dead which did not happen to 
Mohammed whom I was following. 
Thus, I concluded that with Jesus I 
will also be raised from the dead. 
This is the reason for my 
conversion. I want Jesus because 
He is a/I-powerful. 

ZAMBIA: Zimba Community 
Grateful for Famine Relief 

When three North American 
churches became aware that people 
at Zimba, Zambia, were starving due 
to lack of rain which resulted in a 
poor harvest, they sent funds to Rev. 
Sichongwe for famine relief. A 

committee of five was formed to 
decide how the 

monies should be 
distributed. 

Most of the 
offering was 

used to buy 
bags of mealie 
meal (staple 
food source in 

Zambia) to 
distribute among 

orphans, vulnerable 
children, widows, and 

church workers. 
The 

community 
members 
expressed 

gratitude for this demonstration of 
love and compassion that resulted 
in saving the lives of families and 
children. Not only were people fed 
physically, this act of mercy opened 
opportunities for them to be fed 
spiritually as well. 

-reported by Pastor A. Chikobe/a 

ASIA: Paul Turner, 

GP Area Director 

PHILIPPINE GENERAL 
CONFERENCE: From Student 
to Preacher 

Rom nick 
Orejuela, a 
16-year-old 
young man, 
enrolled in the 
one-year Christian 
leadership course ....._~~_;.:....:........;..,,i 

at Rosales Wesleyan Bible College in 
June 2005. He had heard about the 
Bible school soon after he and his 
family began attending a new church 
plant. His mother became a Christian 
and encouraged her son to attend 
Bible college. During Spiritual 
Emphasis Week, held during the 
beginning days of school, Romnick 
gave his heart and life to Christ. A 
short time later he felt God calling him 
into ministry. 

In March he graduated from the 
course, second highest in his class. 
He plans to continue to study in 
order to complete a four-year 
degree in theology. Pray for him as 
he continues to follow God's call. 
Romnick represents dozens of 
young men and women who are 

pursuing the call of God on their 
lives in the vibrant and growing 
Wesleyan Church in the Philippines. 
Pray that they will remain faithful to 
their call and that God will pour out 
His blessings in and through them 
now and in the years ahead. 

WEST INDIA: Superintendent 
Retires at Age 79 

The 82nd annual conference 
held in West India was a wonderful 
time of refreshing and fellowship. 
After long years of service and 
leadership in the conference, the 
superintendent* retired from office. 
However, at the age of 79, he will 
continue to serve the Lord as a 
church pastor. His influence and 
knowledge of ways to communicate 
Christ in the area is invaluable. 

His oldest son was elected as the 
new conference superintendent, and 
his brother will serve as assistant 
superintendent. Pray for these new 
leaders, along with the board of 
administration, as they challenge 
local churches to lift up Christ in 
meaningful ways to see believers 
increase and the churches grow. 

*Names and locations omitted for 
security reasons. 

EUROPE: Don Bray, 

Act111g GP Af('d Director 

ALBANIA: God at Work 
Great spiritual needs exist in 

Albania. Four centuries of rule by 
Islamic Ottomans and 45 years of 
antireligion communist government 
have resulted in less than one 
percent of Albanians who profess a 
personal faith in Jesus today. But 
that is changing! 

God is at work in Albania. At a 
recent Bible study an entire family 
indicated their desire to follow Christ! 
The growing Global Partners' team 
has been leading weekly Bible 
studies and, after much dedicated 
prayer, had their initial worship 



service on July 23, 2006. Pray that 
seekers will be drawn to this place 
where they can discover the 
transforming truth of the Word of 
God. A work team from New York 
recently repaired the roof of a newly 
acquired urban center which will 
provide a place for relief and 
development services to impact a 
very needy community 

Pray for the missionary team in 
place and others who will be joining 
them soon. Pray that they will 
quickly acquire language skil ls and 
be able to effectively communicate 
Jesus in word as well as action. 
Pray that God will continue to 
prepare hearts to receive the good 
news that Christ offers to all. Pray 
for the work of World Hope 
International in helping to meet 
urgent social and physical needs of 
families in the area. 

RUSSIA: Premarriage Seminars 
The Tokareva Wesleyan Church 

sponsored the first in a series of 
premarriage seminars for young 
adults on June 17, 2006. 
Missionaries David and Kay 
Vardaman shared teaching 
responsibilities with Pastor Anton 
and Inna Dmefriev. Twelve young 
adults came for a three-hour 
exploration of the purpose of 
marriage and choosing a mate. The 
difficulty of finding a suitable 
marriage partner is increased for the 
evangelical Christian by the scarcity 
of eligible evangelical young men in 

I 

Russia. Many young women 
struggle with the fear that if they 
walk closely with Christ they will 
never have a husband or children. 
The seminars are designed to give 
young adults a biblical framework 

for thinking about marriage, mate 
selection, and the will of God. Pray 
that the teachers will have God 's 
wisdom as they communicate His 
principles through these seminars. 
Pray also that young adults in 
Russia will wait on God in this 
important life choice. 

LATIN AMERICA 
r,' l" 1• l L-,' l '' •' , '\ t • ' 

COLOMBIA: First National 
Conference of Pastors' Wives of 
The Wesleyan Church 

The women 's ministry of The 
Wesleyan Church of Colombia held 
their first National Encounter of 
Pastors' Wives of The Wesleyan 
Church in .April 2006. They met for 
three days to share with each other, 
but primarily to get to know each 
other and receive what God had for 
them. It was truly a very special 
time because the women understood 
that it was God's plan to have this 
event. Although there were many 
difficulties in pulling it together, they 
saw God work in a greater way than 
we had asked or imagined. Many 
women testified to what God had 
done in their lives during that time 
and requested that this type of thing 
be done more frequently. 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: God at 
Work in Santo Domingo 

On the first Sunday of every 
month The Wesleyan Church in 
Santo Domingo closes its doors to 
hold an open-air service called "One 
More for Christ. " This has been a 
great blessing as they have seen 
lives touched by God 's love and 
others have come to know Christ as 
Lord. 

The Lighthouse of Salvation 
Wesleyan Church in 
East Santo Domingo, 
located near the 
airport, was 
inaugurated on July 1, 
2006. National 
Ministry Shares 
supplied by the 
Chesapeake District 
provided funds that 

covered the rental contract for the 
premises. In addition to holding 
church services at this location, the 
following programs will be initiated 
to help benefit the community and 
to help raise funds to cover monthly 

expenses: The Charles Wesley 
Music Academy, The International 
Foundation for the Homeless, School 
of English for children, and offices 
for The Wesleyan Church of the 
Dominican Republic. 

-reported by Pastor Carlos Martinez 

FRENCH GUIANA: The Wesleyan 
Church Takes Root on French Soil 

On Sunday, June 18, 2006, Rev. 
Levi lengibe, district superintendent 
of The Wesleyan Church in Suriname, 
and Rick West, area director for Latin 
America, participated in the baptism 
of eight people in French Guiana. 
During the morning worship service, 
the first Wesleyan church in French 
Guiana was organized with 26 
covenant members. The church is 
"alive" with transformed lives who 
have a vision for a powerful church 
that reaches people in French Guiana 
and the French-speaking world. The 
Wesleyan Church of Suriname, South 
America, is partnering and pioneering 
the church in French Guiana. Petrus 
Pinus serves as the pastor. 

Facts about French Guiana: 
French Guiana, a territory of 
France, slightly smaller than the 
state of Indiana, is located in 
northern South America, bordered 
by the Atlantic Ocean, and 
sandwiched between Brazil and 
Suriname. First settled by the 
French in 1604, French .Guiana 
was the site of notorious penal 
settlements until 1951. French 
Guiana has a population of 
200,000 people made up of Black 
or Mulatto (66%), Caucasian 
(12%), East Indian, Chinese, 
Amerindian (12%), and others 
(10%). The predominate church 
is Roman Catholic. 

PUERTO RICO: Wesleyan 
Academy Celebrates Fiftieth 
Anniversary 

Dr. and Mrs. Jerry Pence and 
Rev. Rick West traveled to San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, May 26-29, 2006, to 
participate in the celebration of 50 
years of service of the Wesleyan 
Academy. The academy was 
founded by Rev. and Mrs. Robert 
Crosby. Today's enrollment is nearly 
900 students. For more 
information, go to 
www.wesleyanacademy.org. 

PACIFIC: . ·· · 
Gr ,_~rt_ i c , , ~ ... r_, , 

INDONESIA: Earthquake Relief 
An earthquake struck Indonesia 

early Saturday, May 27, 2006, 
causing massive damage to 
buildings. The death toll stands at 
over 6,000 and as many as 
650,000 have been displaced. 
World Hope International is 
partnering with the Wesleyan Bible 
College in Indonesia, which 
sustained only minor damage, 
providing emergency shelter for 
victims who streamed into the 
center. 

About one million people live in 
the affected area. WHI is sending 
food, water, cooking stoves, and 
tarps to some of the worst hit 
villages. Many of these victims have 
yet to receive aid. Heavy rains have 
made the circumstances more 
difficult for survivors. As many as 
200,000 people have been left 
homeless and are in desperate need 
of help. 

Relief funds can be sent to 
World Hope International offices in 
Australia, Canada, or the U.S. 

SOLOMON ISLANDS: Church 
Leader to Study in Australia 

Oliver Poloso Virivilomo has been 
appointed by the national Church in 
the Solomon Islands to further his 
education in order for him to assist 
in the development of church 
leadership there. He retired as 
regional education officer and, more 
recently, as district superintendent 
for Choiseul District so that he can 
pursue his studies at Kingsley 
College. As soon as travel 
documents are in order, he plans to 
resettle in Melbourne, Australia, 
during the 18-month master's 
program. Funds are being provided 
by generous donations from 



Australian Wesleyans, as well as 
special educational funding from 
Global Partners in North America. 

Pray for Oliver and for his wife, 
Safote. She will remain in the 
Solomons to help care for their 
grandchild. 

INSIDE 
GLOBAL PARTNERS 

co·. 

effective in reaching these people. 
Pray for wisdom and discernment 
as we look at different options for 
them to reach their field of 
ministry as soon as possible. 

TURKIOARABIC WORLD: 
Jall1es GP Area Dr rector 

KARIS PEOPLE: Next Phase of 
Ministry Emerges 

Praise God that the initial goals 
of the Karis project have been 
accomplished. An indigenous 
church has been planted and has 
grown to approximately 120 
believers in about ten different 
house churches. We are now 
transitioning into the next phase of 
ministry-that of discipling local 

believers to become leaders in the 
house church movement. We 
recognize that further growth will 
not be possible without local 
leadership. Please pray that God 
will bring forward those whom He 
would have as leaders in the 
church. Many potential leaders, 
especially men, are forced for 
economic reasons to work long 
house or, worse yet, have no job or 
means of providing for their 
families. These pressures leave 
them with little heart or time for 

ministry. Please pray for God's 
provision and increased faith in 
these situations. 

LOOKING AHEAD: Developing 
New Places of Ministry 

By January 2007 three families 
expect to be in place, ministering in 
three different Muslim nations. One 
family anticipates ministry among 
the Nune people. However, recent 
political developments have forced 
us to reconsider our strategy and 
location in how we can be most 

Pray for the second family as 
they complete home ministries 
and begin ministry among the 
Fotizo people. A third family 
hopes to be on the field to begin 
learning the language of the 
WaHa people by January. Each 
of these families will face 
significant obstacles, not only in 
cultural and linguistic 
adjustments, but also in 
resistance to the gospel and 
anything Christian in the Muslim 
world. Pray for them as they 
endeavor to take the gospel to 
people groups that are 
unreached. 

SRI LANKA: 

GLOBAL 
PERSPECTIVE 

CONFLICT AND GRIEF AFFECT 
NATION AND CHURCH 

You may or may not be aware of the 
growing tension and suicide 
bombings in my country. The 

Tamil Tigers, fighting for a separate 
state, and the Sri Lankan forces, trying 
to protect the sovereignty of the land, 
are responsible for the escalating 
violence. We need people to pray that 
we who are God 's people will be able to 
minister to one another and to others as 
this ongoing nightmare continues . 

In the middle of all of this, recent 
heavy rains have caused extensive 
flooding and the price of fuel, electricity, 
water, and food has risen to alarming 
heights . People are confused and at a 
loss. This is a time when only Jesus can 
bring peace and hope. 

Recently, one of our Christian 
brothers went to be with the Lord. 
Many sad friends and relatives attended 
his funeral. In Sri Lanka the body is 
brought home and kept for three days . 
Our local church sprang into action in 
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keeping with the way things are done 
here. Tirelessly and selflessly, the young 
and the old helped put up shelters for 
visitors, cleaned the surrounding area 
and roads, served refreshments to all 
grieving visitors, friends, and neighbors 
(cooking one big meal for over 200 
people) , helped with transportation, and 
planned and conducted several times of 
prayer and worship for all to hear and 
see and participate. This ministry went 
on another seven days after the body 
was removed from the house. 

On the day the body was being taken 
to the burial grounds, I preached a brief 
evangelistic sermon. At the cemetery I 
briefly talked about the hope we can 
have on the day of resurrection. Because 
of the funeral, we had a non-offensive, 
widely open door to share the good news 
of Jesus Christ. Praise the Lord! 

I thank God for Christian funerals 
and weddings . They give us an open 
door to influence people with the Word 

of God. Many non-Christians attend 
Christian funerals and weddings. The 
testimony of our church people has 
affected many people at those times. 
Would you please pray that we will see 
some of these people in the kingdom of 
God as a result of these times of 
influence? 

Also, would you please pray for the 
repentance of all who are lost in our 
nation? Pray that our leaders will one 
day cry out, "Thus says the Lord!" 
There is only one hope for our nation 
and that is God's intervention. Hence, 
we unashamedly and boldly lay the 
foundation for a strong church to 
permeate society to reconcile people and 
create a better society. May it not be too 
long before we see a divine work of 
intervention do something that has never 
happened in the history of our nation -
an overflowing love for God and 
unexplainable love for man. Only God 
can make this happen. 



'ESUS FILM CLIPS JESUS FILM CLIPS JESUS FILM CLIPS 

Spirit-Filled 
Leadership 

U T his is the first time they have ever ... " Those words 
always bring a smile in my household. As young 
missionaries, we repeated those words several times in 

prayer letters or articles before we were gently corrected by others 
who said they were actually the "first to ... " Others could 
probably gently correct them as well, if they were still alive. 

We have tried hard to break the chain, refusing to correct 
others' statements, because no matter what you do, it will be 
the first time for someone to do it just like that. Solomon 
wisely stated, "What has been will be again, what has been 
done will be done again; there is nothing new under the sun" 
(Ecclesiastes 1 :9 NIV). 

The JESUS Film Partnership of Global Partners 

has been extremely effective in the last few 

years because of the international leadership 

God has provided. 

Some years ago I read and reflected on the statement: "God 
blesses men, not programs." I believe E. M. Bounds wrote this 
in one of his books on prayer. That statement has greatly 
influenced my life. Programs are only as effective as the people 
who run them. With new programs or old, leadership is the key. 
The JESUS Film Partnership of Global Partners has been 
extremely effective in the last few years because of the kind of 
leadership God has given us. Here are two examples. 

• In the early 90s the current director* of the JESUS film 
ministry for The Wesleyan Church in Myanmar (Burma) 
began reading some of John Wesley's sermons and 
became convicted in the area of holiness of heart. He was 
sanctified and began to preach sanctification. Much to his 
surprise, the branch of Methodism which he served told 
him he could not preach holiness. He became the first of 
many ministers who were excommunicated from that 
denomination. 

The Key to Effective Ministry 

• • • ••• •• 
by John Connor 

•• • • ••• •• 
He formed an evangelistic association which now has 

47 evangelists who work among nominal Christians and 
22 missionaries who work with Buddhists. He has 
written and published more than 60 books in local 
dialects and Burmese. He directs the Wesleyan JESUS 
film team in Myanmar and coordinates the team's efforts 
with evangelists and missionaries already in place. 

• Rev. Graca Nhathelo, national superintendent of The 
Wesleyan Church in Mozambique, also directs three 
JESUS film teams. In fact, when he was initially asked 
to consider serving as national superintendent, he asked 
not to be nominated because he felt that being the 
JESUS film team director was more important to the 
kingdom of God. The conference decided that he could 
do both. They were right. He serves with excellence in 
both leadership roles. 

During 2005, forty-one new churches were planted 
in Mozambique as a direct result of the JESUS film 
ministry. When those statistics were questioned during 
national conference sessions, Rev. Nhathelo stood and 
named every new church and their status from memory. 

The key to effective programs is leadership. The Holy 
Spirit fills and anoints men and women, not programs. A good 
program doesn't hurt-especially when it is the gospel 
message-but it is still people who are anointed. Spirit-filled 
leadership is the key to effective ministry. 

*The director of the JESUS film ministry in Myanmar is not pictured 
and his name is not mentioned for security reasons. 

-:,~tl!m Dr. John Connor serves as the director of the JESUS 
Film Partnership of Global Partners. He and his wife, 
Marge, live in Indianapolis, Indiana, and worship at 
Eastlawn Wesleyan Church. 



Missionaries to Europe 
Matt and Crystal Blake 
matthew@blakes-in-europe.org 

In August 2001 Matthew and 
Crystal Blake were appointed as 
career missionaries to Europe. 

~~z~~~k:s·~~ During their first term of service, 
C they lived in the Czech Republic 
and worked alongside the Czech believers and the mission 
team. They also help with pastoral training and leadership 
development throughout The Wesleyan Church across Europe. 
Earlier this year, Matt was appointed as the mission field 
director for the Czech Republic . The Blakes are currently on 
home ministries , preparing to return to their ministry in the 
Czech Republic and in Europe. They have three children: 
Joshua, Abigail, and Jakob. 

Missionaries to Europe 
Phil and Becky Davis 
phidavis@yahoo.com 

In March 1999 Phil and 
Becky Davis began their 
service as career missionaries 
in Suriname. During two 
missionary terms in 
Suriname, Phil taught Bible school courses to Wesleyan pastors, 
and Becky taught at the American Cooperative School. The 
Davises have been reassigned to Europe and will move to 
Belgium in the summer of 2007 where they will work with The 
Wesleyan Church throughout Europe in leadership development. 
Phil and Becky are currently on home ministries. They have 
four sons: Jonathan, Ryan, Jeremy, and Matthew. 

Missionaries to Panama 
and JIBRCRM 
Perry and Nancy Hubbard 
strider@hubbardskupboard.org 

Currently on home ministries, 
Perry and Nancy Hubbard have served in 

missionary ministry with Global 
Partners since 1986 (Sierra Leone, 

Papua New Guinea, Guyana). In 
2002 Perry was appointed to 

serve as the director of the 
Wesleyan Center for World 

Missions in Latin America 
and the Caribbean 

through JIBACAM. 
He travels 

throughout Latin 
America and 

the Caribbean promoting missions and conducting seminars. 
The Hubbards will relocate to Panama where they will 
continue to focus on missions development throughout Latin 
America and the Caribbean, as well as assisting The Wesleyan 
Church in Panama. Perry and Nancy have three children: 
John , Jeff, and Jessica. 

Missionaries to Thailand 
Dan and Pada Merillat 
thaihrt@netzero.net 

Since August 2003 Dan and 
Pada Merillat have been serving 
as career missionaries with 
Global Partners in Thailand. 

--=~'"--' Their vision is to help bring hope 
to the millions of people in Thailand who have never heard of 
Jesus. The Merillats partner with Thai believers in church 
planting, friendship evangelism, mentoring, equipping, 
teaching, and preaching. They are on home ministries , 
preparing to return for their second term of missionary service. 
Dan and Pada have two boys: Samuel and Benjamin. 

Missionaries to Russia 
Brian and Wendy Sheets 
brian@globalsheets.net 

Brian and Wendy Sheets served 
their first term of missionary service 
in Vladimir, Russia. They served 
their second term in North America 
as campus representatives at Houghton College and directors 
of Global Visioneering. After home ministries Brian and 
Wendy will spend their third term back in Russia where they 
will be involved in a variety of teaching ministries at the Bible 
college, mentoring roles for national pastors and their families , 
and varied children ministries . They have three children: 
Brian II, Ashley, and Josiah. 

On behalf of persecuted believers, 
join with churches throughout the 
world in intercessory prayer. 

We are hard pressed on 
every side, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but 
not in despair; persecuted, 
but not abandoned; struck 
down, but not destroyed. 
We always carry around in 
our body the death of 
Jesus, so that the life of 
Jesus may also be revealed 
in our body. For we who 
are alive are always being 
given over to death for 
Jesus' sake, so that his life 
may be revealed in our 
mortal body. 

-2 Corinthians 4:8-11 
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AFRICA 
cameron, Rev. Lindsay/Rosalea 

See Area Director 
Manwaring, Mr. Jerry/Jody 

PostNET Suite #239 
Private Bag X20009 
Garsfontein, 0042 
Republic of South Africa 

ALBANIA 
Aukerman, Mr. Matt/Caryl 
Bishop, Mr. Ken/Dawn 
Coulter, Rev. Eric/Amber 
Helvie, Rev. Mike/Cindy 

K.P. 119-AEP 
Box 41 , Wesleyan Church 
Tirana, Albania 
Europe 

Stevens, Mr. Allan 
485 Rockland Road 
Hartland, NB E7P 1 G3 
canada 

AREA DIRECTORS 
Bray, Dr. Don (Acting Europe Director) 

PO Box 50434 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 

Cameron, Rev. Lindsay/ Dr. Rosalea (Africa) 
PO Box 476 
Deception Bay OLD 4508 
Australia 

Fussner, Dr. Jeff/Beth (Pacific) 
15 Cromdale Avenue 
Highland Park 
Manukau 2010 
New Zealand 

Turner, Dr. PauVJanet (Asia) 
2135-1 Kita Hassaku-Cho 
Midori-Ku, Yokohama-Shi 
Kanagawa-Ken, Japan 226-0021 

West, Rev. Rick/Clara (Latin America) 
4300 N. University Drive 
Suite B-103 
Sunrise, FL 33351 

AUSTRALIA 
George, Mr. Chris/Melissa 

10879 Stickle Road 
Freedom, NY 14065 

BRAZIL 
Ensz, Revs. Tom/Grace 

Rua Viena C-13 
0-29 campos Eliseos 
Manaus, AM 60450-570 
Brazil 

CAMBODIA 
Fernandez, Rev. Greg/Resie 
Gallant, Mr. Tim/Tiffany 

c/o EFG 
PO Box 543 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

Rafael, Rev. Reynaldo/Marimel 
APNTS 
Ortigas Ave. Ext. 
Kaytikling, Taytay 
1920 Rizal, Philippines 

CAMPUS REPS 
Foster, Rev. William/Daphne 

4022 S. Washington St. 
Marion, IN 46953 

Tolan, Rev. David/Donna 
215 Clayton Dr. 
Central, SC 29630 

CROATIA 
Babcock, Mr. Joel/Cindy 

Mosecka 19 
21000 Split 
Croatia, Europe 

England, Rev. Chris/Wendy 
39 Segedinova 
21000 Split 
Croatia, Europe 

Himes, Ms. Kristin 
PENDING 

Karish, Ms. Bethany 
Kamentia 41 
21000 Split, Croatia 
Europe 

Pickslay, Rev. KenVCheri 
Domovinskog Rata 13 
21312 Podstrana 
Croatia 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
Baysinger, Ms. Kristy 

1042 8th Avenue NW 
Largo, FL 33770 

Blake, Rev. Matt/Crystal 
1422 West 4th Street 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 

Boardman, Mr. Phil 
715 S. Runnymeade Avenue 
Evansville, IN 47714 

Graham, Mrs. Marian 
10001 W 88th Street 
Overland Park, KS 66212 

Hadsell, Ms. Sabrina 
Norton, Mr. Andy 
Ryman, Ms. Becky 

Majak 
Dusikova 5 
638 00 Brno - Lesna 
Czech Republic 

Kretchman, Mr. Carl/Deb 
13 Emily Drive 
Corning, NY 14830 

McFrederick, Rev. Jason/ Kerensa 
Majdalenky 7 
638 oo Brno 
Czech Republic 

McNett, Rev. Scott/Rachel 
Ladova 1842/24 
621 00 Brno 

Shanks, Mr. Roger/Susan 
9696 North Knightsville Tower Rd. 
Brazil, IN 47834 

ECUADOR 
Wuertz, Mr. George/Sheree 

Casilla 09-01-9750 
Guayaquil, Ecuador 
South America 

EUROPE 
Babcock, Rev. David/Brenda 

Josef Wolfikstrasse 57 
A-2000 Stockerau 
Austria 

Davis, Rev. PhiVBecky 
11 O Waco Road 
Kings Mountain, NC 28086 

GERMANY 
Blake, Dr. Ken/Marilyn 

PENDING 
Bowyer, Mr. Tom 

2710 Six Mile Highway 
Central, SC 29630 

Jones, Ms. Kari 
3324-D Pond Road 
Burlington, NC 27215 

Rast, Rev. Greg/Shannon 
5905 146th Avenue 
Holland, Ml 49423 

GUYANA 
Wall, Ms.Doris 

HAITI 

Box 10568 
Georgetown, Guyana 

Earl, Ms. Carol 
Furbur, Mr Clyde/Celia 
Jacobson, Ms. Helen 
Larakers, Rev. Joe/Patricia 
Mitchell, Ms. Debbie 
Nemoto, Ms. Clare 
Thede, Mr. Cory/ Dr. Kris 

Unit # 2089- WES 
3170 Airmans Drive 
Ft. Pierce, FL 34946 

Irvine, Rev. Dan/Joy 
40 East Lacock Street 
Sandy Lake, PA 16145 

JAPAN 
Swarthout, Ms. Andrea 

2135-1 Kita Hassaku-Cho 
Midori-Ku, Yokohama-Shi 
Kanagawa-Ken, Japan 226-0021 

Turner, Dr. Paul/Janet 
See Area Directors 

White, Robin 
110 Phillips Drive 
New Maryland, NB E3C 1 E5 
Canada 

JESUS FILM PARTNERSHIP 
Connor, Dr. John/Marge 

11302 Peacock Drive 
Indianapolis, IN 46236 

LATIN AMERICA 
Guptill, Rev. Rod/Joy 

Bethany Bible College 
26 Western Street 
Sussex, NB E4E 1 E6 
Canada 

Hines, Rev. Tom/Lydia 
2808 Middle River Dr. 
Apartment C 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33306 

Martinez, Rev. Luis/Dinora 
10403 Bristol Court 
Fredericksburg, VA 22408 

Trapp, Mr. Robb/Denita 
15663 NW 14th Street 
Pembroke Pines, FL 33028 

West, Rev. Rick/Clara 
See Area Director 

MACEDONIA 
Arnold, Mr. Matt 

569 Webford 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 

Neal, Mr. Joshua/ Rachelle 
480 West 40th Street 
Holland, Ml 49423 

MEXICO 
Gray, Rev. Bob/Susie 

Apartado Postal No. 45 
Cholula, Puebla 72761 
Mexico 

Pena, Ms. Nicky 
APDO Postal 462 
Puebla, Pue 72001 
Mexico 

MOZAMBIQUE 
Lehman, Rev. Orai./Linda 

Wesleyan Mission 
PO Box 852 
Nelspruit 1200 
Republic of South Africa 

Pickett, Rev. Jim/Karen 
PENDING 

NEW ZEALAND 
Bowlin, Rev. Josh/Becca 

3478 N 1350 E 
Converse, IN 46919 

Donovan, Rev. Drew/Amy 
223 Sunbury Drive 
Fredericton JCT, NB E5L 1 S1 
Canada 

Fussner, Dr. Jeff/Beth 
See Area Director 

Wright, Ms. Annie 
1908 Mirador Drive 
Azusa, CA 91702 

NICARAGUA 
Eckhardt, Rev. Jim/Julie 

Centro Commerical 
Linda Vista Modulo D-1 O 
Apartado P-21 
Managua, Nicaragua 

Knox, Rev. Mike/Amy 
PENDING 

PANAMA 
Hubbard, Dr. Perry/Nancy 

51 O Upper Wood Way 
Burnsville, MN 55337 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
Floyd, Mr. Don/Cheri 
Freeman, Rev. RandalVLinda 
Keilholtz, Rev. James/Judy 

Wesleyan Mission, Box 489 
Mt. Hagen, W.H.P. 
Papua New Guinea 

PASTORS TO MISSIONARIES 
McGrady, Rev. Ned/Marlene 

137 Marretta Street 
Box 586 
Spring Arbor, Ml 49283 

Nettleton, Rev. PhiVlucille 
c/o Majak for Nettleton 
Dusikova 5 
638 00 Brno 
Czech Republic 

O'Dell, Dr. Art 
5912 Craig St. 
Springfield, VA 22150 

Vermilya, Dr. Jim/Jeanette 
313 Hall Court 
Noblesville, IN 46060 

PERU 
Ferguson, Rev. Jarvis/Sue 

4647 S Washington Street 
Marion, IN 46953 

Innes, Mr. Elliott/Dena 
32795 Weathervane Lane 
Lakemoor, IL 60051 

PHILIPPINES 
Clark, Dr. Stanley/Rev. Janice 
Sumpter, Rev. Chris & Tiffany 

c/o Wesleyn Bible College 
Rosales 2441 Pangasinan 
Philippines 

RUSSIA 
Burke, Rev. Brian /Gara 
Pickard, Ms. Kerry 
Vardaman, Rev. David/Kay 
Wahl, Rev. Brenda 
Whitney, Mr. Jeff 

POCCIA 
600005 Vladimir 
UL. Tokareva 8a 
(name) 

Descalzo, Revs. Stephen/Laura 
PENDING 

Lytle, Rev. Andrew/Natasha 
443-C Darby Creek Road 
Lexington, KY 40509 

Moran, Ms. Mandy 
351 S. M-88 
Bellaire, Ml 49615 

Sheets, Rev. Brian/Wendy 
7399 Centerville Rd. 
Houghton, NY 14744 

SIERRA LEONE 
Pierson, Dr. Charles/Ruth 

Kama Kwie Wesleyan Hospital 
WCSL Box 305 
Freetown 
Sierra Leone, West Africa 

SOUTHERN AFRICA 
Anderson, Ms. Elizabeth 

PO Box 3457 
Dalview 1544 
South Africa 

Cox, Rev. Rick /Eunice 
148 Havens Lane 
West Decatur, PA 16878 

Fritts, Mr. Garry/Mary Anne 
2189 Hoskins Road 
Burlington, NC 27215 

Croft, Ms. Dorcas 
Phillippe, Ms. Esther 

Box 88 
Manzini, Swaziland 

SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT 
Jones, Rev. Ron/Janice (ANTIGUA) 

1507 Darrell Drive 
Graham, NC 27253 

Merillat, Rev. Dan/Pada (THAILAND) 
9952 Cherry Avenue 
Rapid City, Ml 49676 

SURINAME 
Gorman, Ms. Cora 

A.C.S. Suriname 
P.O. Box 520626 
Miami, FL 33152 

ZAMBIA 
Cromer, Rev. Fred/Garol 
Morse, Ms. Bethany 

Jembo Mission 
PO Box 640140 
Pemba, Zambia 

Jones, Ors. Dan/ Joan 
385 Baseline Drive 
Morehead, KY 40351 

Wallace, Ms. Joan 
Wesleyan Mission of Zimba 
PO Box 610143 
Zimba, Zambia 

Due to security reasons, 
some missionaries cannot be 

listBd in this directory. 
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Global Partners Prayer Calendar 

Democratic 
Turtdc/Arabic Republic of the 

Philippines Albania Muslim Wortd Congo/Cameroon Guyana Nepal Australia 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Pray for God to bless Pray for newly appointed Pray for God's wisdom Pray for God to guide Pray for wisdom and Pray for the national Plans are being made for 
the JESUS film ministry missionary Allan Stevens and direction as and bless Rev. Katwebe God 's guidance as the leader as he cares for the South Pacific Conventioo 
launched in May 2006, as he travels throughout discussions continue and the leadership of The district superintendent the needs of The 2008/National Conference 
with leader Rev. A. Amos North America, raising about forming the Wesleyan Church of the and district board of Wesleyan Church in on January 13-17, 2008. 
and team members Rev. his financial and prayer leadership structure for Democratic Republic of administration prepare Nepal and carries a Pray for Mrs. Tracey 
D. Catalon, Jr. , Rev. M. support teams. He the house church the Congo (DRC). Pray for their national burden for the people in Ridgway, convention 
Aquino, and Rev. D. hopes to leave for network among the for the Bible college and conference. his country who do not director, as she recruits 
Alamay. Albania in March 2007. Karis people. for trained pastors. know Jesus. personnel and makes plans. 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
Pray for the new Bible Missionaries Matt and Caryl Pray that initial Pray for Rev. Jacques Pray for the JESUS film Pray for God to provide Pray that many young 
college in Cebu with Aukerman, along with their relationships among the Kasweshi , former teams as they do follow- one of the churches in people would respond to 
eleven students. Pray children, Grace and Noah, Fotizo people would be national superintendent up in the river areas and Nepal with a plot of land God's call to ministry and 
for Mamerto Acosta who have been in Albania since divinely powerful to of the DRC. He the interior in Guyana. where a needed building take steps to prepare 
will serve as president September 2006. Pray for share the gospel, and relocated to Montreal, can be erected for themselves. Pray especial~ 
beginning the second them as they adjust to the pray for more people to Canada, to pursue worship services. for new ministerial 
semester. Albanian culture and learn join the Fotizo missions doctrinal studies. candidates to enroll with 

the language. team. Kingsley College. 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
Pray for God to guide Missionaries Eric and Pray that the Holy Spirit Pray for the mission Pray for the physical, Pray for the Lord to Kingsley College and the 
and encourage the more Amber Coulter and their would plant seeds of outreach from the DRC spiritual, and emotional protect the Nepali national board meet on 
than 200 young people children, Phillip, lane, and truth in the hearts of the into the country of well-being of missionary JESUS film team as they November 3-7. Pray for 
who are studying in five Bise, have been in Albania Nune people. Pray that Cameroon. Attendance in Doris Wall as she travel throughout Nepal the anointing of God's 
Wesleyan Bible colleges since June 2006. Pray for seekers would April 2006 reached 65. continues to minister in showing the film and Spirit, the sale of property 
throughout the them as they bond with encounter believers who Pray urgently for God to Guyana. conducting follow-up and relocation of the 
Philippines. Albanians and continue to can explain the truth of provide funding to work. college, and for all affected 

learn the language. the gospel. purchase a worship facility. by the major transition. 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
Pray for the four tribal The Wesleyan Church Pray that Satan's strong Pray for missionary Pray for a spirit of unity Pray for our missionary Kingsley College and the 
mission bases that are reopened with a worship grip on the Muslim Jerry Manwaring who and the H~ Spirit's family to Nepal. They national board meet for a 
reaching up to 101 service on July 23, world would be has regional supervision direction as a team are currently on home leadership seminar with 
families: Agay, GMMA, 2006. Pray for Bible lessened so that the of the DRC and continues to revise the ministries in North Scott Olson from Global 
Mangyan, and B' laan. studies that are starting gospel can take root in Cameroon, as well as Patamuna New Testament. America. Partners on November 

near the ministry center. the lives of the Waha other fields in Central 4-5. Pray that this 
Pray for Albanians to people. Africa. seminar will be a great 
find hope in Christ. blessing and benefit. 

29 30 31 
Pray for the Mindoro Pray for missionaries Ken Pray for the physical, 
Island Provisional and Dawn Bishop, along with spiritual, and emotional 
District and newly the~ children, Eva, Joshua, safety of our missionary 
ordained Rev. Randy and Stephen, and field teams who minister in a 
Gervacio who has been director Mike and Cindy world that is hostile to 
assigned to serve as HeMe as they continue to Christianity. Pray for God 
district superintendent. connect with the Albanian to equip them for the 

people and culture. spiritual war they fight. 
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Global Partners Prayer Calendar 

Brazil Sri Lanka Kosovo 
Papua 

Sierra Leone Costa Rica Egypt New Guinea 

1 2 3 4 
Pray that the cootinuing Pray for National Pray for Rev. Konteh Pray for the Lord to be 
e<iJca1kln program IOI' pubic SUperintendent Rev. and the leadership of glorified and for women 
school teachers keeps on Yawijah T uguyah and the growing work in to be encouraged in their 
thriving. This program district leaders to sense Sierra Leone. Pray for faith at the 1 st Latin 
opens doors into the hearts God's power and presence the provision of a badly American Wesleyan 
of many. Pray for the next in their ministries as they needed new vehicle to Women's conference to 
team of teacher/trainers lead the Papua New Guinea maintain contact with be held in Costa Rica on 
from North America. (PNG) Wesleyan Church. churches. February 2-4, 2007. 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Pray for the district Pray that people in need Pray for the Holy Spirit's Pray for the missionary Pray for God to provide Pray for the powerful Pray for the Holy Spirit 
superintendent of The of the gospel would be continued anointing upon couple currently on the funds to build the partnership that exists to guide the Wesleyan 
Wesleyan Church in reached by the church the ministry of our home ministries in North Nine Mile Ministry between the national Women's board and 
Egypt as he leads the plant in Nova Cidade. national Church leader as America as they prepare Center in the capltal city Church and World Hope President Zulay Corrales 
Church and as he Pray that the church he leads The Wesleyan to return to Kosovo. of Port Moresby and the in Sierra Leone. Pray in the way God would 
pastors a Wesleyan would be a beckon of Church of Sri Lanka, Pray that God would Wopasali District center. for unity of purpose and have them go. 
church. light, leading people to pastors a church, and raise up another team of power. 

Jesus. mentors young leaders. four to go to Kosovo. 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Pray for the 24 Wesleyan Pray for the Holy Spirit's Pray for the national Pray for several new Pray for the new church Pray for the outreach to Pray for the Wesleyan 
churches in Egypt. Each anointing upon Dr. and Church leader's wife as believers. In prayer, plants in Simbu, Kirene, the Susu tribe in the Youth board and all the 
pastor needs spiritual and Mrs. Pence's visit to she continues to let the stand in the gap for and Salamaua. Pray for northern parts of Sierra youth leaders as they 
physical protection, as Brazil where they will light of Jesus shine them as the Enemy God's strength and Leone. Pray for the serve the Lord and 
well as bolmess, to reach minister to the pastors through her while battles to win back wisdom for pioneer Lord 's anointing and strive to see young 
out to those in their and their spouses at a working with tsunami control of their lives. pastors and new provision for our pastors people changed for 
communities who are marriage retreat this relief and recovery for Christians. ministering to this Christ. 
lost and without hope. next weekend. battered women. traditionally Muslim group. 

19 21 22 23 24 25 
Pray for God to provide Pray for missionaries Tom Pray for the leaders of a Pray for the missionary Pray that students, Pray for the medical Pray for local pastors and 
ways for several church and Grace Ensz and their Wesleyan church group couple currently in Kosovo graduating from the PNG work in Sierra Leone, national leaders of the 
buildings to receive chilcten, Anna, Hudson, in a certain area as they who is planning to return Bible college tomorrow, particularly for the Costa Rican Church. 
needed repairs. It is a and Gwendolyn, as they complete the construction to North America in would know God's plan ministry of the Pray for Rev. Luis Azofetta 
challenge to receive pack and prepare to on the worship center December for home for their Mure ministries. Kamakwie Wesleyan who serves as the 
official permission to return to North America and their house. ministries. Pray for them Pray for new students to Hospital. Pray for God superinterdent, the pastor 
repair them, as well as this week for six months as they raise support to hear God's call and to provide much needed of a church, and a leader 
the needed funding. of home ministries. return to Kosovo. enroll for 2007 classes. medical personnel. on the JIBACAM board. 

26 27 28 29 30 
Most Egyptian Wesleyan Pray for Aryanne Batista Pray for a faithful Pray for God to provide Pray for PNG Christians 
churches have eight to ten who will be doing a follower of Jesus who a spiritual hedge of to go deeper into 
major meetings per week. one-year internship in leaves home at 6:00 protection around believers discipleship and holy 
Pray for the pastors and Mozambique. Pray for A.M. to travel by bus and and friends of our living. Pray that they 
other church workers to God to provide the train to attend Bible missk>nary team. There would apply biblical 
have fresh words from the funds, traveling mercies, studies and worship will be a time during 2007 truths to their lives so 
Lord to spiritually build and a fruitful ministry. services. Vvflen both missionary teams that powerful churches 
and develop their people. will be on home ministries. would be established. 
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Global Partners Prayer Calendar 

Missionaries' Suriname/French 
Haiti Needs Southern Africa New Zealand Guiana Bosnia Guatemala 

31 1 2 
Pray foc the staff of the Pray that the Education Pray for God to call men 
Wesleyan hospital in Resource Center would and women into the 
LaGonave as they minister be a blessing to its ministry. Pray for them 
physical~ and spiritual~ to community and for a to be faithful to the call 
the sick, almg with their full -time employee to and to receive the 
families. Pray foc the staff see Christ in the lives of proper training. 
as they share Jesus with our mission team. 
their patients. 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Haiti continues to Pray against Pray for Regional Pray for the East City Pray IOI' spiritual growth and Pray for the mission Pray for the church in 
struggle with unsafe discouragement and Superintendent Rev. Chinese congregation in passK>n in the newly field director and his Santa Clara. The 
conditions in its major loneliness as Galela and his team New Zealand as they ocganized church in French family who are currently congregation is strong 
cities. Pray for political missionaries minister who provide leadership reach out to immigrant Guiana. Pray for this church on home ministries. and growing. Pray for 
stability and an end to internationally and as to the three countries of Chinese in eastern to have a !tyTJamic witness Pray for safety in travels God to provide a 
the increased criminal they raise support teams South Africa, Swaziland, Auckland and as they within its community and and for God to meet permanent place for 
activity. during home ministries. and Zimbabwe. disciple new believers. foc Pastoc Pinas as he leads their support and them to meet and to 

the congregation. ministry needs. worship. 

10 11 12 13 15 16 
Pray that in this unstable Pray for opportunities Pray foc misskxlary Liz Pray for the development Pray for GOO to provide willing Pray for the GO-Net Pray foc God to prrNide and 
time God would give for our missionaries to Mderson wOO transitioood of the Cession Community woOOlrs and spiritual harvest missionaries who are watch over the families in 
the national Church share the gospel in their from Zambia to South Afrta congregation as they in all of the new preaching preparing to arrive in the Wesleyan churches in 
leadership wisdom, everyday lives. Pray for in Ol'der to manage the reach young adults from points in Suriname. Pray for Bosnia in early 2007. Guatemala. As Christmas 
spiritual maturity, and them as they disciple mm gt.eStlxluse and to unchurched backgrounds. strength and wisdOl'n for Pray that God would approaches, many cannot 
insight for the future and mentor believers. do other assignments as Pray that they would be the bivocational pastors w00 help them adjust to the purchase anything foc their 
of The Wesleyan directed by the Afrta area wise and effective in their have accepted added Bosnian culture and children and loved ooes, 
Church of Haiti. and regiooal directors. outreach. reS!Xlflsibilities. their ministry. and some will go hungry. 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
Pray for the physical, Pray for our missionaries Pray for the regional Bible Pray IOI' Natiooal Pray that the Latour Pray for the GO-Net Pray for the Wesleyan 
spiritual, and emotional to experience fellowship colleges: WES in South Superintendent Rev. Richard Church in Suriname missionaries who are pastors in Guatemala. 
health and stamina of with God in new and Africa and EWBC in Waugh and his wife, Jane, would be able to buy the currently ministering in They serve with willing 
our missionaries and energizing ways. Pray Swaziland. Pray for new and their children, Simon, land they are worshipping Bosnia. Pray that they hearts. Pray for God to 
Haitian believers as they for a hedge of protection students who are tom Theresa, and Christy, as on and develop a thriving would be strong, provide all of their 
WOf1< in difficult situations to be around each between their families they sacrificial~ lead the ministry in their spiritual witnesses to spiritual and material 
and live with political missionary and and their calling because New Zealand Wesleyan community. their Bosnian friends needs. 
instability and crime. missionary child. of the AIDS crisis. Methodist Church. and neighbors. 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
Pray f(J the Wesleyan Pray for our Lord Jesus Pray for the Rick and Pray for relational skills Pray for all the Bible Pray for the career Pray for families living in 
axigregalioos of the Haitian to be especially close Eunice Cox family as and spiritual energy for school students in missionary family provisional housing after 
~ (ltn;e fleeilg and comforting to our they return to Southern the Global Partners' Suriname as they juggle currently in Bosnia as losing their homes and 
iXJliOCal tunrol, the threat of missionaries as many of Africa in 2007. Rick will personnel in New Zealand: jobs, university classes, they continue to learn possessions from floods 
kimapping, and lack of them celebrate take on regional Jeff and Beth Fussner, and weekend ministries the language and build and mudslides. 
~nily) scattered acroos Christmas separated leadership for Southern Josh and Becca Bowlin, in addition to their relationships that will 
the ArnerX:as ~. Central, from family and friends. Africa and other fields in Drew and Amy Donovan, ministerial training. have an eternal impact. 
and Sooth) and the Caribbean. Africa South. and Annie Wright. 
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For God so loved the world, 

We really like the new format, 
it's much more "user friendly!" 

Christi 

I LOVE the WKFM Leaders Manual! 
The layout and graphics are more 
eye-catching . .. the kids will be more 
interested . . . and special lesson 
instructions if I am running short 
on time is a blessing! 

Kim 

He gave ... 
- John 3:16 

Share the Good News with 
family, neighbors, community, 
and the world! 

Wesleyan Kids for Missions is the only mission-study that features 

Wesleyan missionaries and countries where Wesleyans are growing 
and sharing God's Word. For 2006-07 kids will learn about 

featured countries Albania, Haiti, Germany, Poland, and Zambia; 

plus, children will learn exciting things happening at Hephzibah 
Children's Home and Wesleyan Native American Ministries along 

with a study of the Jesus Film and a special Easter feature. 

The 2006-2007 WKFM Leader's Manual contains twelve months 

(Sept-Aug) of exciting, fun-filled lessons that will stretch your 
children's imagination and their knowledge of what God is doing 

around the world. The lessons are well organized in an easy-to-use 
format including many resource options to pick and choose. With 
WKFM Send the Message to the World, kids will learn to: 

• Trust Jesus as their Savior. 

• Share Jesus' love with others. 

• Learn how to tell other about Jesus. 

• Correspond with and pray for missionaries 

and missionary kids. 

• Learn to become missionaries 

wherever they are!. 

'l'J\(..ft.J\ 
p.esoutte set 

Each lesson contains the following: 

S'\S.99 
contact 'l'JPH \ 

• Attention Starters: Activities, devotional, and songs 

• God Calls Us: To pray, to memorize scripture, and to give 

• Explore and Learn: inspiring stories, featured country and missionary 

information, and special project ideas 

• Closing Moments: memory verse review and singing 
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