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PREFACE. 

The Wesleyan Methodist Connection or America, grew 

out of a 8l'Cffi8lon from the ~!. E. Church, tho result of 

the oonn"ction of that body with ~lavcry, and the arbi· 

kary character of its govcrnmcmt. 

O. Scott, J . Horton, and L. R. ~under land, seceded 111 

November, 1842. At the same time the first number 

of & weekly paper ·was issued, called the "True Wes~ 

leyan," in which they announced their withdrawal• 

setting forth their reasons. ln December following, 

Luther Loo withdrew frum the M. E. Church , and also 

L. C. Kati.wk. These socessions are to be regarded as 

the commencement of the movement, which led to the 

Wesleyan Organization. There were prior secessions, 

but t.ho organization of the community: whose system 

of dockine and polity are presented in the following 

41 
pagee 1 must date its commencement as above. 

The mCWJt extensive prior secession, took place ill 

llichlgaa, which resulted in the organization of a Con

ference; but they 'united in tho general organization. 

al. Utica, berca!ler mentioned, and formed tho basis ot 
wit.a\ la llOW tho Michigan Yearly Gonference. The Jir8' 



iv PREFACE. 

Wesleyan Church, which wos organizod as" part of the 

present L'o:::mccLion, was iu ProviJcnco, R. I. 
I 

Soon after the s ~cession of PcotL, Horton> Sunderland, 

Lee and rutlack, lll ..!<1surcs were Liken to hold a Con. 

vcntion~ which transpired at At:'dovcr, \lass., in Feb., 

1843. This rc:iulted in a. C<!ll for a General Con\·cntion, 

which was held at Uica. N. Y., r.ommc~cing May 31 1 

1843: at which a general orgauiz.1tion was cff..!ctcd, and 

o. Discipline adoptJd. 'rbe llrf:t GcnC'ral Conference was 

held in October , 1844, at which tho J:isciplinc under

went som3 m0Ji11t:atio:is . 

In October, 1848, the socond Grncrnl lourerrncc was 

bell ; and in the light or the four y~ars' additional ex· 

pcrienc~, the liisciplinc undcrw.:nt a. thorough revision, 

principally to improve it in Rimplicity, and in the ru"· 

rang~m:mt of its parts ; sinci! l.b:m it. has been further 

r evised, and with coufiJcnce that it will b~ approved, 

it is presented to the Connection. whoso eyst:.:-m of doc

t rine and rulcfl of practice it con tains, and to the Chris

tian public1 whoso inspection it iodtcs. 

IL will be seen by the cnnu il read or, that the system 

of government is essentially r1,;pub ican ; and is con

lormed to tbc Scriptures and primitive usages, in all 

fUndamental matters-under such modificat!ans in whM 

is merlly prudential, as are demanded by the circum-

1i.lnccs of tho times in w!licb we livo. · 1''or amplitude 

•f provision to meet nll the ex igencies of an ecclesiaeti· 

1111 organization-and for simplicity, rondering It """1 
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to be comprehended, it is believed this little bookstanda 

unrivaled. 

It is not presented as a substitute for tho Holy Scrip. 

tures, but as an epitomo of the doctrines, morals, and 

ecclesiastical policy contained in the Sacred Volume. 

All who read this volume, and especially those who 

adopt it a.• lhe rule of their faith and practice, should 

never forget for one moment, that to secure the end Of 

religion, they musl add to their creed, however truth

ful It may b e, sincerity of heart and purity of life. "Not 

every one that s"i th unto me, J.ord, Lord, shall enter 

Into the kingdom of heaven, but ho that doeth tho will 

of my Father which is in heaven." '' \Vithout holiness 

no man can soe the Lord.11 Pus. Cox. 
February, 1861. 



DISCIPLINE 
OF THE 

· · · ~---=
'" 

WESLEYAN METHODIST GONNEGTION. 

SECTION I. 

ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES. 

l. A Christian Church is a Society of be
lievers in Jesus Christ, assembling in any 
one place for religious worship, and is of 
Divine institution. 

2'. Christ is the only Head of the Church; 
and the Word of God the only Rule of faith 
and conduct. . 

3. No person who loves the Lord Jeens 
Christ, and obeys the Gospel of God our 
Saviour, ought to be deprived of Church 
membership. 
~ 4. Every man· fias-ari. inalienable- right-iO 
private judgment, in matters of religion; 
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&nd an equal right to express his opinion, in 
any way which will not violate the laws of 
God, or the rights. of his fellow men. 

5. Church trials should be conducted on 
Gospel principles only ; and no minister or 
member should be excommunicate.d except 
for immorality ; the propagation of unchris
tian doctrines ; or for neglect of duties en
joined by the Word of God. 

6. The Pastoral or Ministerial office and 
duties are of Divine appointment; and all 
Elders in the Church of God are equal ; but 
ministers are forbidden to be lords over 
God's heritage, or to have dominion over 
the faith of the saints. 

7. T.he Church bas a right to form and en
force snch rules and reguiations on1y, as are 
in accordance with the Holy Scriptures, and 
may be necessary or have a tendency, to 
carry into effect the great system -of practi
cal christianity. 

8.. Whatever power may be necessary to 
the formation of rules and regulations, is in
herent in the ministers and members of the 
church ; but so much of that power may be 
delegated, from time to time, upon a plan o( 
representation, as they may judge necessary 
and proper. 
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9. It. is the duty of all ministers and mem
bers of tbe Church to maintain godliness, 
and to oppose all moral evil. 

10. It is obligatory on ministers of the 
gospel to be faithful in the discharg.c of their 
pastoral and ministerial duties ; and it is 
also obligatory on the members to esteem 
ministers highly for their work's sake, and 
to render them <1 righteous <eompensation for 
their labors. · 

SECTION II. 
ARTICLES OF RELIGION. 

L OF FAITH IN TUE rror,y TRL>ITY. 

There i.s but one living· and true God, 
everlasting, of infinite power, ,wisdom and 
goodnrss ; the maker and preserver of all 
things, visible and invisible. And in unity 
of this Godhead there are three persons of 
one substance, power. and et.ernity ;-the 
Father, tho Son, [the Word,] and the Holy 
ghost. 
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JI, OP THE S0'.11 OP GOD. 

TbP. only begotten Son of God was con
ceiver! by the Holy Ghost, born of "the Vir
gin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate. was 
crucified, dead, and buried ; to be a sacri
fice , no t only for origin:il guil t, but also for 
the actual sins of men, and to reconcile us 
to God. 

III. OF THE RESURRECT!OS OF CIIRIST:" 

Christ did truly rise again from the dead, 
taking his body with all things app<>rtainiug 
to the perfection of man's natnrc, wherewith 
he ascended into heaven, and there sitteth 
until he return to judge all men at the last 
day. · 

IV • • oi· TIIE HOLY GHOST. 

The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Fa
ther and the Son, is of one substance, ma
jesty, and glory, with tlw Father and tile Son, 
very and eternal God. 

V. THE SUFFICIENCY O~' TIIE IIOLY SCRIP

TURES FOR SALVATION. 

The Holy . Scriptures contain all things 
necessary to salvation ; so that whatsoever 
is not read therein, nor may be proved 
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thereby, is not to be reqnirecl of any man, 
that it should be believed as an article of 
faith, or · be thong ht rPquisite or necessary 
to salvation. In the name of the Holy 
Scriptures, we do understand these canonical 
books of the Old and New Testament, of 
whose authority there is no doubt in the 
Church. 

The canonical books of the Old Testa
ment are-

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Rn th, I. Sam
uel, II. Samuel, I. Kings, II. Kings, I. Chron
icles, II. Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, 
Job, Psalms, Proverhs, Ecelesiastes, The 
Song of Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamen
tations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, 
Obadiah, Jona·h, Micah, Nahum, Habakuk, 
Zephaniah, Haggai, Zachariah and Malachi. 

The canonical books of the New Testa· 
ment are-

Matthew, ::lfark, Luke, John, 'l'he Acts, 
The Epistle to the Romans, I. Corinthians, 
II. Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Phil· 
lippians, Colossians, I. Thessalonians, IL 
Thessalonians, I. Timothy, II. Timothy, Titus, 
Philemon, Hebrewg, James, I. Peter, Il. 

• 
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Peter, I. John, II. John, III. John, Jude and 
Revelation. 

TI. OF TIIE OLD TES'l'.UIENT. 

The Old Trstament is not contrary to the. 
New; for both in the Old and New Te~ta
ment, everlasting life is offered to mankind 
through Christ, who is the only Mediator 
between God and man. Wherefore, they 
are not to be beard, who feign that the old 
fathers did look only for transitory pro
mises. Although the law given from God 
by Moses. as touching crrcmonies and rites, 
doth not bind Christians, nor ought the civil 
precl'pts thereof of necessity, be received 
in any commonwealth ; yet, notwithstanding, 
no chrislian, wht\tsoever, is free from the 
obedience of the commandments whiLh are 
called moral. . 

YIT. OF JlET,ATlVE DliTIBS. 

Those two gn·at comniandments which 
reqnire us to love the Lord onr God with all 
our hearts, and our n<'igbbor as ourselves, 
contain the sum of tbe Divine law as it is 
revealed in the Scriptures; n.nd nre the 
oieasnre and perfect rule of hnman dnty, 1111 

well for the ordering and directing of fami-
' 
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lies and nations, anrl all other social bodies, 
as for individual actR, by which we are re
quired to acknowledge God as our only 
supreme ruler. and all men as created by 
him, equal in all natural rig_hts. Wherefore, 
all men are bound so to order all their indi
vidual and social and political acts, as to 
render to God entire aml absolute obe
dience ; and to secure to all men the oujoy
ment of evefy natural right, as well us to 
promote the greatest happiness of each in 
the possession and exercise of such rights. 

VIII. OF Ol\1GINAL OR BIRTII SIN. 

Original sin standeth not in the following 
of Adam, (as the Palagians clo vainly talk,) 
but h is the corruption of the nature of 
every man, that naturally is engendered of 
the offspring of Adam. whereby man is 
wholly gone from original righteousness, 
av.d of bis own nature incl\ned to evil, and 
that rontinually. 

IX. OF FREE WILL. 

' The condition of man after the fall of 
Adam is such, that he cannot turn and pre
pare himself, by his own natural st1;ength 
and ·works, to faith, and calling upon God; 
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wbereforn we have no power to do good 
works, pleasant and acceptable to God, 
without the grace of God, by Chri~t working 
in us, that we may have a good will, nnd 
working with us, when we have that good 
will. 

X. OP TllE JFSTH'ICATION 01' '.!AN. 

We arc accounted righteons before God, 
only for the merit of om· Lord ,and Saviour 
Jerns Christ by faith, and not tor our own 
works or dese1;vings ;-Wherefore, that we 
are justified by faith, only, is a most whole
some doctrine, and very f11ll of comfort. 

XI. OF GOOD wtmKH. 

Although good works, which are the fntlt 
of faith, and follow afler justification, can
not put away our sins, and endure tbe sev
erity of God's judgments: yet are they 
pleasing and acc!'ptable to Gorl in Christ, 
and spring ont of a true and lively faith, in
somuch that by tlwm a lively faith may be 
as evidently known as a tree is discerned by 
its fruit. 

XII. OF SIN AFTE!t JUSTifiC.I TION. 

Not every sin willingly committell after 
justification is the sin against the HolyGbost, 
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and nnpardonahle. Wherefore, repentance 
is not denied to such as fall into sin after 
justification; after we have received the 
Holy Ghost, we may depart from gmce 
given, and fall into sin, and by the grace of 
God, rise again to amend our lives. And, 
therefore, they are to be condemned, who 
say they can no more sin as long as they live 
here; or deny the place of forgiveness to 
such as truly repent. 

XIII. 01' SAl\C'rTFIC1TIOl\. 

Sanctification is that renewal of our fallen 
natures by the Holy Ghost. received through 
faith in .Tesns Christ. whose blood of atone
ment cleanseth from. all sin; whereby we 
are not only dPlivered from the guilt of sin, 
but are washed from its pollution, saved 
from its power, and are enabled, through 
grace, to love God with al\ our hearts, and 
to walk in his holy commandments blame
less. 

XIV. O.F THE SACRAMEKTS. 

Sacraml'nts ordained ofChriEt are not only 
badges or tokens of christiaxf men's profes
sion, bnt they are cert,iin signs of grace, and 
God's good will toward ns, by which he doth 
work invisibly in us, and doth not only 
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quicken, but also strengthen and confirm 
our faith in him. 

There are two Sacraments ordainecl of 
Christ, our Lord, in the Gospel ; that is to 
say, Baptism and the Supper of the Lord. 

XV. o~· llAI'TJS}f. 

Baptism is not only a sign of profession, 
and mark of difference, whereby christians 
arc distinguished from others that are not 
baptizecl, but is also a sign of regener.1tion 
or the new birth. 'fbe baptism or young 
children is to be retained in the Church. 

xn. OF THE l .ORD's SUPPER. 

'fhe Supper of the Lorcl i3 not only a sign 
of the love that cbristiuns ongh t to have 
among thcmscl\'es one to another, bat rather 
it is a sacrament of onr rPdemption by 
Christ's clcath; insomuch that, to such as 
rightly. worthily, and with faith reco•irn the 
same, it is made a meuiam through which 
God doth communicate grace to the heart. 

:rvrr. OF TUE o~m Olll~ATWX OF CTIRIST l'IN-

ISH~l UPOX TUE Cll08S. 

The offering of Christ, once made. i8 that 
perfect redemption and propitiation for all 
the sins o( the whole world, both original and 
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actual ; and there is none other satisfaction 
for sin but that alone. Wherefore, to exped 
eaivation on the ground of our own works, 
or by suffering the pains our sins deserve, 
either in the present or future state, is derog
atory to Christ's offering for us, and a dan
gerous deceit . 

. XYIII. OF THE RITES AND CEREMONIES OF 

CHURCHES. 

It is not necessary that rites and ceremo
nies should in all places be the same, or 
exactly alike, for they have always been 
different, and may be chrrnged according to 
the diversity of c~mntries;times, and men's 
'manners, so that nothing be ordained against 
God's word. 

Every particular Church may ordain, 
change, or abolish rites and ceremonies, so 
that all things may be done to ·edification. 

XIX. OP THE RESURRECTI0:-1 OF 'fill' DEAD. 

There will be a general resurrection of the 
dead, both of the just and the unjust, at 
which time the souls and bodies of men will 
be re-united to receive together a just retri
bution for the dee:ls done in the body in this 
life. 
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XX. OF l'llE GENERAL JUDG:l!E!\'T, 

There will be a gen<'ral judgment at tbe 
end of the world, when God will judge all 
men by Jesu Christ, and receive the righi. 
eous into his heavenly kingdom, where they 
shall be forever seeurc and happy ; and 
adjudge the wicked lo everlasting punish
ment, suited to the demerit of their sins. 

SECTION III. 

THE NATURE, DESIGN AND GEi~ERAL 
RULES OF OUR UNITED CHURCHES. 

1. In the latter end of the year 1739, 
eight or ten persons came lo Mr. Wesley, in 
London, who appeared to be deeply con
vinced of sin, and earnestly groaning for 
redemption. Tht•y desired (as did two or 
three more · the next day) that he would 
spend some time with th1•m in prayer, and 
advise them how to fit>e from the wrath to 
come, wbich they saw continually hanging 
over their heads. That be might have more 
time for this great work, he appointed a day . 
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when they might all come together ; ~hich 
from thenceforward they did every week, 
namely. on Thursday, in the evemng. To 
the~e, and as many more as desired to Join 
with them, (for their number increased daily) 
he gave those advices from time to time 
which he jndged most• needful for them; 
and they always conciudPd their meeting 
with prayer suiteu to their several neces
sities. 

2. 'l'his was the rise of the> WESLEYAN· 

CHuRCHES, first in Europ·e, then in America. 
Sn ch' a Church is no other thn,n "a company 
of men having the form anu seeking the 
power of goclliness,-nnited in order to 
pray together, to receive the word of exhor
tation, and to watch over one another in 
love, that they may help each other to work 
out their salvation. 

3. That it may the more easily be dis
cerned whether they are indeed working 
ont their own salvation, each clmrch is div
ided in to smaller companies, called Classes, 
according to their respective places of abode. 
There are about twelve persons in a class, 
one of whom is styled the leader, whose 
duty it is to bold with them a weekly meet
ing, to cqquire how their souls prosper, and 
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to advise, reprove, comfort, and exhort, u 
occaaion may require. 

4. There is only one condition previou!ly 
required of those who desire admission 111 

probationers with these churches, "a desire 
to flee from the wrath to come, and to be 
saved from their sins." But wherever this 
is really fixed in tbe soul, it will be shown 
by its fruits. It is furthermore expected of 
those who are admitted to onr churches, 
that they should continue to evidence their 
desire of salvation, 

First, by doing no harm, by avoiding evil 
of every kind, especially that which is most 
generally practiced : such as 

The taking of the name of God in vain. 
The profaning the day of the Lord, either 

by doing ordinary work therein, or by buy
ing or selling. 

Drunkenness. or the manufacturing, buy
ing, selling, or using intoxicating liquors, 
unless for mrchanical, chemical, or medi
cinal purpo•cs; or in any way intentionally 
and knowingly, aiding others so to do. 

The buying or selling of men, women or 
children, with an intention to enRlavc them; 
or holding them as slaves ; or claiming that 
it is right so to do. 



AND GENERAL RULES . 21 

Figli ting. qnarelling, brawling, brother 
going to law· with brother ; returning evil 
for evil ; or rail ing for railing; the using 
many words in buying \H' selling. 

Uncharitable or unprofitable conversation. 
Doing to others as we would not they 

should do unto ns. 
Doing what we know is not for the glory 

of God; as 
The putting on of gold and costly app?rel. 
The "taking of such diversions as cannot 

be used in the name of the Lore.I Jesus. 
The singing those songs, or reading those 

books, wbicl! do not tend to the know-
ledge or love of God. · 

Softness or needless self-indulgence. 
Laying np treasure up on earth. 
Borrowing without ~ probal.Jility of pay 

Ing; or taking up goods without a probabil· 
ity of paying for them. 

5. It is expt·cted of all who continue in 
these ,Churches, that they should continue to 
evid~nce their desire for ~alvation, 

. s~.condly; By doing good, by being in 
;~ve1 y kind merciful after. their power, a11 

the) have opportunit.y, doing good of every 
pos ible sort, and, as far as possiblll, to. all 
~ 
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To their bodies, of 1he ability which God 
giveth, by gidng food to the hnngry, by 
clothing th" naked, by visiting or 'helping 
them that are sick, or in prison. 

'l'o their souls, by instrncting, reproving, 
or exhorting all we have any intercourse 
with; trampling nmkr foot that enthusiastic 
doctrine , that ·• we are not to clo good un
less our hearts be free to it." 

By doing goocl, especially to 1hem.that are 
of the honseholcl of faith, or groaning so to 
be; employing them preferably to oth1,rs, 
buying one of another, helping each other 
in business ; ancl so mnch the more because 
the worlcl will love its own, and tbrm only. 

By all possible diligence and frugality, 
that the Gospel be not blamed. By running 
with patience the mce which is set before 
them, denying themselves, and taking up 
their cross daily ; submitting to bear the 
reproach of Christ, to be as the fi!Lb and 
olfacouring of the world ; and lookin~ that 
men should say all manner of evil oJl"\them 
falsely for the Lord's sake. 

6. It is expected of all who desire to 
continue in these churches, that they s ould 
continue to evidence their desire for eal
Yation, 
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Thirdly ; by attending upon all the or
dinancPs of God: such are, 

The public worship of God : 
The ministry of the word, either read or 

expounded: 
The Supper of the Lord : 
Family antl private prayer : 
Searching the Scriptures, ancl 
Fasting or abstinence. 
7. These are the General Rules of our 

Churches ; all of which we are taught of 
God to ob•erve, even in his written word, 
which is the only rule, and the sufficient rule 
both of our faith and pmctice. And all 
these we know bis spirit writes on truly 
awakened hearts. If there be any among 
Ul! who observe them not, who habitually 
break any of them, let it be known unto 
them who watch over that soul, as they who 
must give an account.. We will admonish 
him of the error of bis ways. We will bear 
~th him for a · season. Ent if then be re
pent not, be hath no more place among us. 
We have delivered our own souls. 
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SECTION IV. 

ON THE CONSTITUTION, RECEPTION, 
AND POWERS OF CHUlWHES. 

1. Any number of believers in Jesns · 
Christ, united as a rel igious society on gos
pel princip\es. for tho maintt>nance of chris
tian fellow~liip and worship, constitute a 
Christian Chnrch. 

2. Auy such society, conforming to our 
J3ook of Discipline and means of.grnce, on 
application to the President of a Yearly 
Conference, or to any Elder or Preacher-in 
charge, shall be recognized -as a Wesleyan 
Methodist Church. 

-3. We recommend that Churches, when 
their number and circumstances reqnire. it, 
be divided into classes . 

. 4. It is recommended that Churches hold 
monthly' meetings for the transaction ' of 
business; but meetings may be called .for 
t~at purpose at i/.ny time. . 

5. The Churches may admit persons to a 
probationary relation, and determine the 
privileges and duties that may in their judg
ment lead them to salvation by the remis-

, lion of sins. They shall also have power to 



RECEIVING CTJ URCIJES. 25 

receive members on conft>ssion of faith who 
have been baptized, 01· on certificate, or 
other satisfactory evidence that tbey have 
been baptized 1m•mbers, in good stancling 
in any other Christian Cbnrch, providecl that 
they are satisfied with tbe chriotian experi
ence of the candidate ; but no Church shall 
be com1~ellcd to receive memb.,;rs on certifi
cate, from auy source. 

6. It shall be the duty of all onr Church
es to hear and try cotnpluiuts, and to l'xpel 
unworthy members, accorcling to our Judi
ciary Rules. 

7. When objections are urged again8t 
the reception of a member. it shall requirn 
a vote of three-fourths of those present to 
receive, but a majority shall be sufficient to 
expel. 

8. We recommeud to the churches the 
following form of receiving members : 

After the pastor and committ,-e have ex
amined the candidatPs in regard to articles 
of faith and practice, if approvt>d, the per
sons shall be cal!Pd before the whole church 
and addressed as follows : 

BELOYED FmENDS :-The infiuence of the 
act you now perform, will be as lasting 1111 
your existenc~. The vows you have made 
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in secret you are now in public to confosa 
and ratify. In 1he prt>sence of tbt>se wit;.. 
nessl's, of angels, and of Him whose eyo 
searcbetb the heart, yon come. opl'nly and 
solemnly, to coufoss L'.hrist before IDL'll; to 
devote yourselves to bis service, to take 
vows npon you and to enler tlw communion 
of His visible church. This scelll' will often 
vividly recur to you. both in this lift• and 
that which is to come. Rt,lying, therefore,. 
on the "race of God, yon consecrate your
selves wholly and unrci<t'l"vedly to Christ, 
and trust in Ltim for grace and strength to 
perform your vows. 

The following queRtions will then be pro
pounded: 

QuEs. 1. Have yon carefully examined 
our articll·s of faith and church polity? 

Qm:s. 2. Do you cordially accept them 
118 the exponent of your faith and rule of 
oonduct? 

Here the cbnrcb will -vote on the recep
tion of the candidates. 

COVENANT. 

You solemnly, sev<>rally. avouch the LORD 
JEHOVAH, FATIIEJt, Sox. and HOLY GI1os1•, to 
be your Goel. t.be object of yonr supreme 
affections and your portion fornver. You 
cordially accept the Lord Jesus Christ to bo 
lour Redeemer. and the Holy Spirit your 
::.anctilier, Comforter and Guide. 



RECF.IVINO CHURCllllS 27 

Yon cheerfully devote yomse\vPs to God 
in the everlasting coven,mt ot' His grace,. 
oonsecmting" all your powers and facultiea 
to His service and g-lory. And yon prnmiso 
that yon will cleave to Him as yonr chiet 
good; that yon will give <liligent attelJtion 
to His word and ordinances; that you will 
seek the honor a111l advancement of His 
kingdn111. and that henceforth, denying all 
ungodliness an<! worldly ln~ts. you will live 
soberly. righteously and godly in this pres· 
ent wol'ltl. 

Yon do also corclially join yonrselve3 to 
this church, and cogagti to submit to all it11 
rult•s of gov<irnme11 t, to seek earnestly its 
peace, 11urity and ertificatiou, and to walk 
with all its nwmbers in charity and faithf'nl· 
ness, in meekness unrl sobriety. JJo you 
thus fretily an.d se>lemuly dt>vote yoursel ve1 
to be the Lord's? 

Those uniting on certificate from other 
churches will here rise. 

OOVENANT }'OR THOSE U~!T!NG ONCER1'IHCATlll. 

BELOYJ;D l"RrnNDS :- In transferring you!" 
oovenant relation to this branch of the 
ehurch of Christ. you tlgain renc'w your 
vows of c'.mrcb fellowship. Relying upon 
the grace of God. you promise to walk in all 
hi11 commandments and ordinances, and to 
seok Hi~ service as your highest joy. Y; 
promise to snhmit to the'rull'll and discipH 
of this church ; to strive earnestly for i~ 



28 RECEIVING CUCRCUES. 

peace. pnrity and pros1writy, and to walk 
with all its members in love and Cbristian 
fidel ity. Do you thns renewedly, freely and 
sokmnly devote y1ursd ves to be the 
Lord 's'/ 

Members of the church here arise. 

RESPON8E OF TH!': CIJURClI. 

We, the members of tliis chnrch, do cor· 
dially n •ceive you a• bretln'l'Il and sisters 
beloYed to onr communion an1l fellowship, 
nnd promise to walk wi1h you in love, and 
to watch over you, to instrnct, counsel. ad· 
monish and cherish you. with all long-suffer· 
ing. g<·ntleness and love. 

[Ht.>re the pastor. in name of the church, 
will give the right band of fellowship.] 

P. S.-In the absenctl of the pastor. an 
officer of the church should be designated to 
officiate and give the right hand of follow· 
ship. 

9. Each church shall h:.1Ve a book of rec
{)rds, kept by a clerk appointed by tqe 
Church, in which all the names of the mem· 
bers shall be recorded-the time when .re
cllivcd, and wbetber by letter or on profes· 
sion of faith ; also a\\ withdrawals, dis· 
niiesions, expulsions and deaths occurring 
during eacb Conference year ; also a record 
of all bap~isms. 
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SECTION V. 

JUDICIARY RULES. 

I. A Church, when it shall judge it ex
pedient, m1.y appoint a Judicial Committee, 
of not less than six personR, who shall re
main in office one ye<\f, u:-:.less displaced by 
the Church . 'fhis committee. shall be a 
standing court to liear all complaints, and 
to try all charges against any lay member 
of the church; provided that the church 
shall . have power to refer any case to a 
special com:nittee, of males or females, as 
they shall deem it best to secure the ends of 
truth and'jnstic1'. 

'fhe Pastor shall be the chairman of the 
Judicial Committee ; but when the pastor 
shall be the plaint.ill", or when the church 
shall have uo pas.tor, it may appoint some 
other person lo preside ; and in case of' ila 
neglecting so to do, the committee shall ap
point its bwn chairman. 

2. For personal offences, sinful tempers 
or wonls, or neglect · or duties, our Loni's 
directioas, in Iiiatt. xviii, 15-17, shall be 
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followed ; nnd in case the pt>rson nggrieved 
shall report the allt·gecl offence. beforn thee& 
previons steps shall have been t.ake:.i, he 
shall be det>mecl guilty of evil speaking, and 
without amendment he Fhill be brought to 
trial on a charge for this offencP. 

3. In all cases of trial. a bill Rhall be 
made out. setting forth the cba1~e. or charg
es, with tlie specifications in writing, and a 
copy of the same shall be served upon the 
accnserl by the Chairman of the Court or 
complainant. allowing the accnseil a reas
onable time to prepare for trial, which shall 
not be less than six days, 

4. A complaint against any lay mPmber 
of the chnrcb shall be presented to the pas
tor; but if there be no pastor, o~ if he neg
lect to attend to the complaints. the charges 
shall be presentPd to the judicial committee, 
and if there be no standing jndirial commit
tee, the charges shall be presented to the 
Church at one of its m!'etings, and the 
Church may proceed to try the complaint, 
or refer it for trial to a special ~ommittee, 
which it. may appoint. for that purpose. 
Aud in all casos of conviction bPforP a com
mittl'c, an appeal shall be allowt-d to th• 
Church, whose decision shall Le final. 
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5. A complaint against an Elder shall be 
presented to the nearest el<ler in charge, 
who shall cite the accnsed to appear before 
,a committee which he shall sdect, consist
'ing of at least three elders, an<l an equal 
number of laymen . . Said committee, with 
the Elder calling the same for its chairman 
shall constitute a court for the trial of the 
complaint. with power to acquit, censure. or 
-suspend until the next session of the Yearly 
Conference, whose decision shall be final. 
The Yearly Conference shall also have 
original jnrisdiction, and may proceed to 
try any complaint against an Elder, provid
ed that in their judgment Rnfficient notice 
shali'h:we been given the accused an<l snfti.. 
cient time allowed him to prepa.re for trial, 
or they may refer the complaint to a com
mi1 tee which tl.Jey may appoi'Ilt as above, to 

-be tried during· their session, or after their 
adjom;nment, as they shall direct ; or they 
may dismiss the complaint, to be presented 
and tried as first provided for in this rule. 

6. A complaint ag:ainst a licentiate
that is, a preacher who is not ordaine<l
shall be presented and tried in all respects, 
as prov,ided in the above rule for the trial 
of an Bider, with the exception that the 
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oorin1ittee may be composed of licentiates 
antl laymen, and the appeal shall be to the 
next session of the QLiarterly Conference, 
whose decision shall be final ; and provided 
also that the Quarterly Conference shall 
have the same origin11.l juri~dicti on for tho 
trial of licc.'lltiates, as is there conferred on 
tho Yearly Conforenccs for the trial of El-
ders. • ' 

1. Charges agai nst an offending church 
shall ·he presented to the ne:ir~st Elder in 
oharge. not pastor of the accused church, 
and he shall call a commilh'c. the same as 
in case of a complaint :1,gains~ an Elder, 
which ·committee shall meet at the place 
where the accused ch urch usually worships, 
or in its vicinity, and sh,111 constitute a court 
for lhe tri,11 of t.ho complaint, before whom 
tho church,· by its representati ve~, shall 
appear. If the committee judge the churcli 
to be g11ilty of having viohiteJ any of tho 
Elementary Principles, or General Rules, 
they Rhal l so declare ; ancl if the church 
shall not gi1'e satisf<1ction hy correcting the 
evil , the case shall be prt>sented at the next 
sess ioo of the Yearly Conference, whose de .. 
cision sb;ill be final. If the Yearly Confer
Gnco jl•dgc the church guilty, they shall 
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withdraw fellowship from the same. and no . 
minister or licentiate of our Connection 
ahaH become their p:~stor, until they shall 
have repented and reformed. 

8. In case of any diRpute about the non
payment of debts, or the settlement of ac
counts, the proceedings shall be the same as 
in all other 0ases, with the exception that 
the verdict shllll be a simplJ declaration of 
what is judged to be right between the par
ties. If eithe·r party shall rel'use to comply 
with such decision, or shall enter into a suit 
at law against any nwmber of the cburcb,
uules.s the case Justify such a measure,-be
fore these steps shall ha v~ been taken, such 
party shall he cut off from feilowsbip. on 
conviction of the fact before tho proper 
court. 

9. All trials shall be public when the 
accused party shall demand it; who shall 
also have th.e right of objecting to any mem
ber of the court, and the remaining mem
bers shall allow or overrnle the objection: 
they shall likewise be allowed the assistanc& 
of any minister or member of the Wesleyan 
Connection, as counsel, and the court may 

• allow or exclude other counsel, at its dia-
• cretion; of introducing witnesses, and of 
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cross-examining those int.roduced by the 
plaintiff, and of muking his defence without 
interruption. 

10. ThP. proceedings in all trials shall be 
taken down by a so;cn•tary, appointecl by 
the court, who shall furnish a copy of the 
decision when demanded by either party; 
and on an appeal, the minntes of the court 
below shall be read in evidence, aml any 
new proof touching t.he same facts shall be 
beard, but no new charges or allegatio!lf 
introduced. 

SECTION VI. 

OF THE GE~ERAL CONFERENCE. 

1. The General Confe1·ence shall be com· 
posed of an equal number of Elders and 
laymen, .to be elected by the several Yearly 
Conferences. and it shall rl'quire two-third1 
of all the delegates who shall attend and be 
enrolled, to constitute a quorum. 

2. Each Yearly Conference shall be entitled 
to send one Elder and one layman, for every 
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1lve hundred chmch members within its 
limits, providetl that no Conference shall 
be deprived of one ministet·ial and one lay 
delegate. 

3. The delegates to the General Confer· 
ence shall be elected during the session of 
each Yearly Conference, next preceding th-0 
General Coufen•nce, on joint ballot, ·by an 
electoral colh•ge, which shall be composed 
of all the members of the Yearly Confer
ence, and one nnstationed minister from 
each circuit or station whtn·e such minister 
may reside, who shail be elected by the un
stationed mrnisters of said cinuit or station, 
at the Quarterly meeting next preceding the 
Yearly Conference, an] one layman for each 
nnstationed minister so providll•l for, to be 
elected as other lay delegates are. Pro
vided, that where there is but one unsta
tiol)ed minister on a circuit or station, h• 
ehall be a member of the electoral college. 

Eiich lay representative to tht> General 
Conference, shall be a. member of the church 
11t the time of his election. And all Elders, 
stationed or unstationed, shall be eligible to 
election to the General Conference as min
i~terial ddegates. 

4. The Gen~rnl Conference shall meet on 
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the firdt Wednesday of Jnne, in the year of 
our Lord 1864, anu thereafter on the firs~ 
Wednesday of June, quadrennially, at such 
place as it shall from time to time select, by 
a majority of votes. 

5. Any yearly Conference may propose 
a special General Confprence rrt any time, to 
be held at the place selected for the next 
regular General Conftwence ; and so soon 
as the Presidt>nt of Uie.Yearly Conference 
first makinj:( the proposition, shall bo 
officially informed that ;t bas been ap
proved by two-thirds of tbe Yearly Confer
lmces, he shall issue a call for the same, and 
it shall be hcltl accordingly. 

6. The General Confrrence shall elect 
ita President anu Secretary by ballot. 

7. The ministers and laymm shall delib
ilrate in thL· General Conference as 0110 

body, but upon the . final vote on any 
queatirin, on a call of on<' fourth of tlie mem
bers, th" honse shall di ville, and the minis
tera and laymen shall vote separately ; and 
it shall require a majority of both branches 
~J) constitu le a vote of the Conference. 

8. ThP General Conference shall deter
mine the number and boundaries of the 
Yearly Conforencee. 
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9. The General Conference s1mll have 
power to nnke rules for the whole Connec· 
tion; provided that they shall not contravene 
the m:iinten:wce of an Itinernnt Mini~try, 
Lay Delegation, any of the Elementary 
Principles, the Articles of Religion, or the 
Geneml Rules ; nor shall they make any 
distinctions, in the rights and privileges of 
our ministers antl mcmber3, on acconnt 'of 
ance3try or color ; nor shall they constitute 
any conrts for the trial of members or min· 
ister'l, except the particular chnrches or 
conferences to whioh f\iey may belong. 

Nevt>rthelcsll, upon tho concurrent rec
ommendation of two-thirds of the members 
of the several Yearly Conferences, who shall 
vote· on the question, then the next General 
Conference shall h:we power to m<ike such 
alterations as have been thns s'pecifically 
recommended; and also, whenC\'er such 
alteration or alter:ttions shall have been 
first recommended by the General C"nfer· 
ence, so soon as two -third~ ol' the members 
of all the Annual Conferencei shall have 
concurred as aforesaid, such alteration or 
alterations shall take effect. 
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S E C 1' I 0 N V I I. 

OF THE YEARLY CONFERENCES. 

1. The Yearly Conferences shall be com
posed of all the Elders on the stationed and 
superannuated lists, and of as many laymen 
from each pastoral charge, as there are min
isterial mern bers of Conference residing on 
such charge not sustaining a pastoral rela
tion to any other charge, and Elders recom
mended, and licentiates recommended for 
Elders orders, to be placed upon the sta
tioned list ; provided t!Jat no charge recog
nized by tho conference shall be lleprived 

· of one lay delegate. 
U ustationed ministers shall have a seat in 

the Yearly Conferences, as honorary mem
bers, with a right to speak on all qttestions, 
but not to vote. 

2. The lay delegates to the Yearly Con
ferences shall be elected by ballot, by a 
majority of all the members Jf the church 
or churcl~s constituting the pastoral charge, 
who shall.attend and vote. 

The election shall be held within three 
months of the Yearly Conference, and when 
the charge consists of more than one church, 
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it shall be held at the time and place of tho 
fourth q11.irterly meeting. 

3. Tbe Confen•nces shall e!ect a Presi
dent by ballot, who shall be an Elder.
They shall also f'lect a Secretary. who shall 
record the proceedings in a book. and the 
same or a trne copy thereof, shall be placed 
in the hands of the General Conference for 
extlmination. 

The conference shall also appoint a com
mittee of five, whose duty it shall be to 
appoint a President iti case the office be 
vacated by death, resignation or otherwise. 

4. The Yearly Conferences shall have 
power to elect suitable persons to the office 
of Eld<•rs, who shall be recommended by 
the qnarterly conference of which they are 
members, after they shall , by examination, 
be satisfit!d that the candid1~tes posses8 such 
literary attuinments, christian experience, 
and ministerial gifts as-qualify them for the 
office and w.ork of an Elder. Provided that 
the candidates shall have been licentiates at 
least two years, and have been examined 
upon the course of study adopted by the 
Yearly Conference at two different sessions . 
.And they i:,hall inquire into the ministerial 
character and usefulness of each member. 
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5. The Yearly Conferences shall have 
power to employ licentiates in tbe regular 
work; and when they are so employed, 
their name:isball be entered upon the station
ed list. Provided. that no :icentiate shall be 
so employed, without first being recom
mended by the Quarterly Conference o! 
which be is a member. 

6. The Yearly ConferenceR shall take 
charge of all the ministers and churches 
within their bounds. may fix the boundaries 
of the circuits and stations, and exl•rcise a. 
general supervision over the pastoral rdu
tions Aubsistiag between them, in tbe fol
lowing mamwr, and to tbe following extent. 

(1.) All ministers and churches shall be 
at lib erty to contract tbe pastoral relation 
at any time dLiring the interrnls of the 
Yearly Conferences, provided that nu nr
rangemen t which received the sanction of a 
conference at its previous session, shall be 
interrupted without the consent of the Pres
ident. 

(2.) All ministers and licentiates who 
are laboring under the direction of the con
ference, shall be at liberty to enter into en
gagements to serve any church or churches, 
for one year from the next session of the 
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conference; an<l it shall be the duty of all 
ministers, licentiah•s, and churches, having 
enternd into such engagements, to report 
the Rame to the conference, at its session. 

(3.) The Conference shall not interfere 
with. such engagt'mcnts. except for jnsti!i
able cause, growing out of the fault of one 
or both of the parties. · 

(4.) When ministers and churches make 
no such nrrangement, it shall oc the duty of 
the Conference to appoint the ministers and 
licentiates not engaged, to the unoccupied 
chttrchea, for the ensuing year, so far as in 
their judgment such appointments can be 
judiciously made ; pro\·ided that no such 
appointment shall be made contrary to the 

.expressed wi•hes of the ministPr or licen
tiate to be appointeil, and of 1he pastoral 
charge, or its representative, to which such 
appointment is to be made: And provided, 
also, that no miniRter or licentiate shall be 
appointed to tlrn same charge for more than 
three years successively. ·Nevertheless, the 
Yearly Conference shall have power to sus
pend this la.~t provision. 

(5.) Each Yearly ConfercPCe sh.ill at an 
early stage of its annual session, appoint a 
committee of threo ministers and three lay-
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men, to be called a committee on Pastoral 
Relations, of which the President of the 
Cont~rcnce shall be chairman. To this 
committee shall be referred the whole sub· 
ject of the arran)!ements _entered into be· 
tween ministers and churches, and the ap
pointments to be made; and they .shall ex
amine into the arrangements, and appoint 
the unemployed mini;tcrs to the vacan~ 

charge3, and report the list entire to the 
Conference, according to their best judg
ment; ancl the Conference shall have power 
to adopt it as reported , or to amend it, pro
vided that arrangements previously entered 
into shall not be disturbed, except for justi
fiabl e causri ail provided for above. 

7. The Yearly Conforences shall l1 ave 
powl'r to adopt such rules as they shall 
judge necessary to promote their own inter
ests and prosperity, provided they shall not 

. cont;avene any discipl inary regulation e11-
tablished by the General Conference. 

8. In truns~cting the business of the Con
ferences, the ministers and laymen shall de
liberate as one body; but on the final paes· 
age of any bill , rule, or regulation, at the 
call of one-fonrth, the house shall divide; 

the ministers and laymen shall vote 
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separately ; and it sha.11 require a majority 
·Of both branches to constitute a vote of the 
Conference. 

9. It shall be the duty of the Yearly 
Conferences to obtain answers to the fol
lowing qnestions, so far as in their power, 
and the Secretary shall furnish the Book 
Agent with a copy of the same, that they 
may be pnblished in the minutes. 

I. Who of the Elders are on the stationed 
list? 

2. Who have' retired to the unstationed 
list? 

3. What licentiates are on the stationed 
list ,? 

4. Who are on the resPrved list ? 
6. Who are the superannuated Elders! 
6. Who have been deposed this year? 
7. Who have withdrawn from the Con

ference this year? 
8. Who have joined the Conference thia 

year? , 
9. Who have died this year? 
10. What has bL•en contribnted on t,he 

several circuits and stations for the sup
port of preaching on the same, and for 
the support of mission~ ? 

11. What numbers are in Connection! 
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· 12. How many Sunday Schools, Superin
tendents, Teachers and Scholars aro there 
oonnected with iho sevoral circuits aud sta
ti.ollB T 

13. When and where shall our next Con
ference bu held? 

14. How is the work supplied this year T 

S E C T I 0 N V I I I. 

QUARTERLY CONFERENCES. 

1. 'fhere shall be a Quarterly Confer
ence on evt>ry pastoral charge, whether cir
cuit or Btation, composed of all the t"lders, 
lioeatiatcs, exhorters, stewards, leadPrs. and 
trustees- provided the trustees are mem· 
bers of the church, bnt not othL·rwisc. 

2. The Quarterly ConforPnce shall hold 
!our reg11hir ses~ions C'ach conference yt'ar, 
"t. euch time nnd place as it shall deter· 
mine ; provideil that spPcial sessions may 
be calloil by the pastor, or by any three 
members, by gh·ing due notice of the eame. 
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3. The pastor shall be President of tM 
Quarterly Conference, provided that the 
Conference shall have power by vote to ap
point some other member of the Conference 
to preside, whenever they shall judge it 
best . 
• 4. The Conference shall appoint a Sec
retary who shall keep a faithful record of 
its proceedings. 

[/. 'l'ht( Quart<>rly Confer<>nce shall have 
power to grnnt licences to preach and ex
hort, providPd that no per~on shall be 
licmJ cl'd without first procuring a recom
mendation from the church of which he is a 
member. • 

To t!iose who profess to be moved by the 
Holy Ghost to preach, let the following 
questions be a~ked, viz: Do they know God. 
as a pardoning God? Have they the love 
of God abiding in them? Do they desire 
nothing but God ? And are they holy in all 
manner of conversation? 

Have they gifts (as well as grace) for 
• the work? Have they (in some tolerable 

dt•gree) a clear, sound understanding, a 
. right judgment in the thingR of God, a ju3\ 

concept.ion of salvation by faith? And ba» 
God given them a good degree of uUeJ"o-
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ance ? Do thl'y speak justly, readily and 
clearly? 

Harn they fruit? Are any truly con
vinced of sin, and converted to God, by 
their labors? 

As long as these three marks concur in 
any one, we believe he is callecl of God ta 
preach. These we receive as sufficiea~ 

proof that he is moved by the Holy Ghost. 
The Conference shall also have power to 

recommend suitable licentiates to the 
Yearly Conference, to be employed under 
its direction ; and also to recommend suit;. 
1lble persons for elder's orders. 

The Conference shall have power .to in
quire into the character and usefulness of 
the licentiates and exhorters, to admonish 
them, and to lake away their licenses, or to 
renew them each year, when they judge 
their gifts and usefulness justify a renewal ; 
provided that the taking awny of a license 
lllmll not be deemed to work a forfeiture or 
membership in the Churcl1, without a charge 
and conviction of crime, according to our 
judiciary rules. 
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.S E C T I 0 N I X . 

OFFICERS OF THE CONNECTION . MODE 
OF APPUINTlliG. AND THEIR DUTY. 

1. An Elder is a preachn of the Gospel, 
fully invested with all the functions of the 
christian ministry. 

An Elder is constituted by the election ot 
a majority of a Yearly Confert>nce, and by 
the laying on of tlie bands of some of the 
Elders and prayer, some Elder being ap
pointed by the Confert>nce to lead the ser
vice. It is the duty of an Elder to preach 
the Gospel, to administer Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper, to perform all parts of Divine 
Worship, and to solemnize the rite of Matri· 
mony. 

An Elder may rt'move his mt>mbersbip 
from one Yearly Conference to another, by 
a lett.er from the President of bis Confer· 
ence, certifying his good i;tanding at thei 
time. provided, such certificate shall be prir 
11ented to the Con;ereuce to which be rn· 
moves, at its first session after his removal 
within its .bounds. 

2. A Preacher is one who is under a Ii· 
eense granted by .a Quarterly Conference, 
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commonly calleil a Licentiate. His the du-
ty of preachers to preach the gospel. 

Any pn·achl'r may be employed under the 
direction of the Yearly Conference, in regu
lar pastoral labors, wllen recommendeil by 
a Quarterly Mt'eting Conference. 

3. The Pr,•si<lent of a Yearly Conference 
is elected by ballot, by a majority of votes 
from among the Elders, holds bis office one . 
year, and the same person is eligible only 
three years succt•ssively. 

It is !Jis duty to preside in the Conference 
as modt-rntor ; dl'cide all questions of law 
and order, subject to an appeal to the Con
fcnmce ; preside in the committee on pasto
ral relations, employ and change preachers 
with the consent of the churches and 
preachers, anil also recei\·e ministers from 
other denominations during the intervals of 
Conference, suhject to the action of thu en
suing Yearly Conference. The President 
ehall be amenable to the Yearly Conforence 
for his official conduct. 

4. An Evangelist is an Elder devoted to 
traveling and preaching the gospel, withoui 
any specific pastoral charge. The Yearly 
Conferences may appoint Evangelists to 
travel through theil; respective bounds, or 
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suet portions ot them aa they' shall designate-
118 their field of labor. 

5. A Pastor is an Elder or a Licentiate, 
who lias charge of a particular church, or a 
number of churches connected as Imo pas
toral charge. 

Pastors shonld be Elders; but licentiates 
may, in cases of necessity, sustain the rela
Uon, and perform the work, except the ad-

. ministration of tho sacraments and the sol-
emnization of matrimony. It is desired that \ 
licentiates should be employed as assistants 
under the cbart;e of au Elder. When two 
or more Eld£>rs sustain the pastoral relation 
to the same charge as co-laborers, one shall 
be designated as the principal, who shall be 
rll!lponsible for the following, which ara 
made the special duties of all pastors : 

To meot the stewards and leaders 1111 often 
&3 necessary. 

To bolcl love-foasts. 
To bold quarterly meetings. 
To take an exact account of the members 

in the church on bis station or circuit, and 
the number of licentiates, and deliver in 
llUCh account to the Yearly Conference, that 
Uieir number may be printed iii the Minutes. 

2 
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'l'o see that public collections be made 
quarterly, if need be. 

To encourage tho sulJport of Missions and 
~Schools, by forming societies and 
making ~lections for these objects, in such 
way and manner as the Yearly Conference 
to which he belongs, shall from time t6 time 
direct. ' 

To report the amount raised on his charge 
for--the support of the Gospel, and for the 
support of Missions, to the Yearly Con
ference. 

To take a regular catalogue of the mem
bers in towns and cities, as they live in the 

' streets. 
To letwe bis successor a particular ac-

count of the station, including an l\ccount 
of the subscribers for om periodicals. 

'To enforce ' vigorously, but calmly, all tho 
rules of the Connection. 

To inform all from t.ime to time, that none 
are to remove from one chmch to another, 
without a note of recommendation from the 
church, ·signed by the preacher, in these 
words :-"A. B. the bearer is an acceptab.le 
member of the' Wesleyan Methodist Church 
in C. ;" nnd to inform them that without 
such certificate, they will not be rec<~ivcd 
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into the Chutch In other places. Provided 
that where it is impracticable to convene 
the church, ::i. Jet.ter given by the pastor shall 
be ·valid. 

To recommeml that a fast be held in every 
church in his station or circuit, on tbe Fri
day preceding every quarterly meeting. 

The following arc the directions given to 
all Elders and preachers, wl10 are engaged 
in the regular work, under the direction of 
the Yearly Conferences. 

(1.) lJe diligent. Never be unemployed. 
Never be trif!ingly employed. Never trifle 
Ii.way time ; neither spend any more time ai 
any place than is strictly necessary. 

(2.) Be serious. Let your motto be 
"Holiness to · the Lord." Avoid all light
ness, jesting anil foolish talking. 

(3.) Believe evil of no one without good 
evidence : unless you sec it done, take heed 
how yo{i credit it. Put the best construc
tion on every thing-. You know the judge 
Is always supposed to be on the prisoner'~ 
si<le. '' 

( 4.) Speak evil of no one; because your 
word, especially, would eat us doth a canker. 
Keep your thoughts within your own brealll 
till yon come to the person concerned. 



(5 .) Tell every one nuder your care whM 
yon think wrong in bis conduct and temper, 
and that lovingly and plainly as soon as 
may be : else it will fester in your he:irt. 
M~ke all baste to cast the fire out of your 
bosom. 

( t>.) · Avoid all affoctation. A preacher 
of the Gospel is the Fervant of all. 

(7.) Be ashamed of nothing but sin. 
(8.) Be punctual. Do everything exact

ly at the time. And clo nqt mencl our rules, 
but keep tbcm; not for wrath. bnt con
science sake. 

\9.) You have nothing to do but to save 
soul;; : U1cref'ore spe ~cl and be spent in this 
work ; and go always not only to those that 
want yon. but to those who want you most. 

Observe I it is not yom Jm. iness only to 
preach so many times, ahd to take care of 

, this or that church, but to save as many as 
you can : to bring as many sinners as 
yon can to repentance, and with all yom 
power lo build them up in that hoHness, 
without whcih they cannot see the Lord. 
And remember !- a Wesleyan preacher is to 
mind every point, great and small, in the 
DL~cipline ! Therefore you will nelld to ex
rrcise all tbe graco and seuse yon have. 
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6. An exhorter is a person licensed by 
the Quart~rly Conference to hold prayer
meeting'S, and to exhort the people wherever 
he can get bearars. ' 

7. Stewards. Each pastoral charge shall 
appolnt not less than three, nor more than 
eleven Steward~, to be elected by the 
churches. Provided, that where a number 
of churches constitute a pastoral charge, 
the Quarterly Conferences shall tletermine 
how many each church shall have : so tha• 
rio church shall be deptivM of one Stew::ml 
The Stewards shall be a standing committee 
of ways and means, and shall act as a com
mittee to agree with the pastor on the neces
Hary amount for his support. and shall re
port tile same to the Church or Conference, 
by which they ate appointed, for their sanc
tion ; they shall adopt all necessary mea
sures to raise funds for the support of the 
Gospel among them, and shall take charge 
of all fach funds, and of all funds raised for 
the relief of the poor, and shall disburse the 
tiame under the direction of the Church or 
Conference ; and shall make a quarterly re
port of their doings, and of the finnncial 
condition of the charge. 

They shall make all necessary provision 
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for lhe administration of the Lord's Supper, 
and for Love-feasts. 

One of their number shall be designated 
llS clerk,, who shall keep a faithful' record of 
their doings. which shall be entered in a 
book provided for that purpose . 

8. Class-leaders shall be appointed by 
ilie clusses, by a majority of votes, and may 
be changed as often as tho class shall judge 
necessary. 

It shall be the duty of each class-leader 
to meut his class once in a week, in order to 
instruct the members in the principles and 
duties of Christianity ; to comfort them in 
alllictions ; to ad dse them in cases of ditli
cul ty, and to exhort them to diligence and 
persevl'rnuce in doing and suffering tho 
whole will of God ; to receive what they aro 
willing to give towards . the support of tho 
preachers, Church, and poor . 

F.aoh leader shall )lave the names of all 
tho mern])ers of his class entered in a bqok 
or paper kept by him for the purpose, in 
which he shall note weekly lhc presence or 
absence of each member, and give each one 
credit on the bo.ok or paper, fo r the amount 
contributed. 

H ~bail he the duty of eacb lc•ader to at-
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wnd the meeting of the leaders anil stew
ards, and to represent the state of his class, 
to pay over to the stewards what be has re
ct-ived ; and to inform the preacher of any 
that are sick, or need a pastoral visit. 

[t shall be the duty ot' each leader to visit 
Urn sick, and those members who frequently 
absent themselves from this means of grace; 
and to promote the spiritual. temporal, and 
eternal interests of those committed to his · 
care. 

Class-leaders should occasion.ally meet 
each others' classes, and also vary the exor
cises in those meetings, for the purpose of 
making them interesting, lively and spirit
ual. 

It is recommended, whenever practicable, 
that no class exceed thirty in number, and 
that no class-meeting continue longer than 
one hour. 

It is expected that each member of the 
Church will be punctual in attending class 
weekly. 

• 



• 

fiG RECEPTION OP PREACHERS. 

It 
SE C'fl ON X. 

OF TlIE RECEPTION OF M1NISTERS 
FROM OTHER DENOMrnATIONS. 

Ministers of other evangelical churches, 
who may desire to unite with us, may be r -
ceivcd according to our usages, by giving 
a.i.tisfaction to a Yearly Conference of their 
agreement with us in doctrine, discipline, 
government and usages; provided the Con
ference is also satisfied with their gifts, grace, 
and usefulness. \V'bcnever any minister is 
received, be shall be fnrnishcd with a certi
ficate, signecl by the president. in the follow
ing words, namely : 

" This is to certify, that-- - - bas been 
admitted by---- Conference, as a min
ister of the Wesleyan Methodist Connection 
of America, hP. having been ordained ac
cording to the usages of the Church of which 
be has been a member and minister. . 

"Given under my hand and seal, at -
---, this day of - ---, in the year of 
our Lonl " 

Preachers coming from other denomina
tions, in deacons' orders shall have a right 
to exercise the functions of that office, as 
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understood by the Uhurch from which they 
rLre received, until a coil'Venient opportunitJ; 
shall occur to be elected and ordained elder, 
'provided it shall not extend beyoncl the 
the third Yearly Conference. 

Preacliers of other denominations who are 
not in orders, may be received as licentiates, 
provided they give satisfaction to a quar
terly or an Annual Conference, that they 
are suitable persons to exercise the office , 
and of their agreement with the doctrines; 
discipline, goveTnment and usages of our 
Church. 

SECTION XI. 
'l'lIE FORM AND MA:NNER OF ORDAIN

ING ELDERS. 

[When the day appointell is come, there 
~hall be a sermon or exhortation, declaring 
the duty and office of such as come to be 
admitted Elders.) 
Then their names being reall aloud, the Pre

sident shall say unto the people : 
Ilrethren, tbeee m·e they whom we pnr-
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poric, God willing, this day to ordain elders. 
~·or after due examination, we find not to 
the contrary, but that they arc lawfully 
called to this function and ministry. and that 
they are persons meet for the same. But if 
there be any of you who knoweth any impe
tliment or crime in any of them, for the 
which he ought uot to be received into this 
holy ministry, let him con1e forth in the 
name of God, and show what the crime or 
impediment i~. 

Then shall be said the Collect, Epistle, 
11nd Go~pel. as followoth :--· 

THI<: C'OLLF.CT. 

Almighty God, giver of all good things , 
who by thy Holy Spirit hast appointed ci
der~ in thy church : mercifully behold these 
thy ~ervan ts uow called to this office. aud 
replenish them so with the lrulli of thy doc
trine. and adorn them, with innoC'ency of 
life, that bot.b by worcl aud good example 
they may. faithfully serve thee in lliis office 
to the glory of thy name. and the edification 
of thy church, through the merit~ of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who lh·cth ancl reign-. 
cth wilh thee and the IJoly Ghost. world 
without <> ncl. Amen. 
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THE EP!STLJ<;. Eph. iv. 7- 13. 

Unto every ofie of us is given grace ac
cording to the measure of the gift of Christ. 
Wherefore he saith, when he ascendeth up 
on high, he led captivity captive, ar;id gave 
gifts unto men. (Now that he ascended, 
what is it but that he also descended first 
into the lower parts of the earth? He that 
descended is the same also that ascended up 
far above all heavens, that be migh,t fulfill 
all things.) And he gave some apostles, 
and some prophets, ancl solj'.le evangelists, 
and some pastors and teacher~, for the per
fecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ, till we all come in the unity of the 
faith , and of the kno\v!edge of the Son of 
G:od, unto a perfect man, unto the measure 
of the stature of the fnllness of Christ. 

S'l' . JOllX X. 1- lG. 

Verily, rnrily, I say unto you, he that en
tereth not by the door into the sheep-fold, but 
climbetll in some other way, the same is a 
thief and a robber. But he that entereth in 
by the door, is the shepherd of the sheep. To 
hi1n the porter openeth, and the sheep hear 
his voice, and he calleth bis own sheep by 

-·-- .... -- ....___ 
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name, and leadeth them out. And when be 
putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before 
them, and the sheep follow him, for they 
know bis voice. Ancl a stranger will they 
not fo\10-w, but flee from him, for they know 
not the voice of strangers. This parable 
spake Jesus unto them, but they understood 
not what things they were which he spake 
unto them. Then said Jesus unto them 
again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am 
the door of the sheep. All that ever came 
before me are thieves and robbers; but the 
sheep did not hear them. I am the door ; 
by me if any man enter in. hf' shall be 
saved, and shall go in and out and find pas
ture. The thief cometh not but to steal, 
and to kill, and to destroy ; I am come that 
they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abnnchmtly. I am the good 
shepherd ; the good shepherd giveth bis life 
for the sheep. Bnt be that is a hireling, and 
not the shephercl, whose own the · sheep are 
not, seeelh the wolf coming, and leaveth the 
sheep and flock, ancl the wolf catcbeth them, 
and scattereth them. The hireling tl.eet.h be
cause he is a hireling, and ctireth not for the 
sheep. I am thl' good shepbenl, and know my 
Eheep , and am known of mine. As the Fa-
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ther knoweth me, even so know I the Father; 
and I lay down my life tor the sheep. And 
other sheep I have which are not of this fold ; 
them also I must bring, and they shall hear 
my voice, and there shall be one fold and 
one Shepherd. 

And that done, the president shall say unto 
them as hereafter followeth : 

You have heard, brethren, as well in your 
private examination as in the exhortation 
which was now made to you, and in the 
holy lessons taken out of the Gospel, .and 
the writingR of the apostles, of what dignity 1 

and of what great importance th(s office is, 
whereunto ye are called. And now again 
we exhort you in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that you have in 'remembrance 
into how high a dignity, and to how weighty 
an office ye are called : that is to say, to be 
messengers, watchmen and stewards of the 
Lord ; to teach and to premonish : to feed 
and provide for the Lord's Family ; to 
seek for Christ's sheep that are dispersed 
abroad, and for his children who are in the 
midst of this evil world, that they may be 
saved through Christ forever. 

Have always, therefore, printed in your 
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remembrance. how great a treasure is com
mitted to your charge ; for they are the 
sheep of Christ, which he bought with his 
death, and for wbom he shed his blood. 
The church and congregation whom you 
must serve, it is his spouse and ·his body. 
And if it shall happen the same church. or 
any member thereof do take any hurt or 
hindrance by reason or your negligence, ye 
know the greatness of the fault, and also 
Iha horrible puni~hmont that will ensue . 
Wherefore, consider with yourselves the ond 
of the ministry tow1ird the children of God, 
toward the 8pouso and body of Christ ; and 
see that you never cease your labor, your 
care and diligence. until you have done all 
that lieth in you, according to your bounden 
duty, to bring all such as arc. or shall bo 
committed to vour charge, unto that agree
ment in the faith and knowledge of God, 
and to that ripeness and pcrfcctne~s of ago 
in Christ. that there be no place left among 
you. either for error in religion or for vicious
ness in life. 

Forasmuch then, as your office is both ot 
i;o great excellency uod of so great difficulty. 
ye sec with how great care and study ye 
ought to apply yourselves, as well tliaL ye 
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may show yourselves dutiful and thankful 
unto that Lord who hath placed you in so 
high a dignity, as also to beware that nei
ther you yourselves offend. Howbeit., ye 
canno\ have a mind and will thereto of 
yourselves ; for that will and ability is 
given Qf Go.d alone ; therefore ye ought 
and have need to pray earnestly for his 
Holy Spirit. And seeing that ye cannot by 
any other means compass the doing of so 
weighty a work pertaining to the salvation 
o( man, but with doctrine and exhortation 
taken out of the Holy Scriptures, and with 
a life agreeable to the same ; consider Jiow 
etudious ye ought to .be in reading and 
iearning the Scripttu·os, and in framing the 
manners both of yourselves and of them 
that specially pertain unto you, according 
.to the rule of the same Scriptures ; ancl for 
this self-same cause, how ye ought to forsake 
and set aside (as much as ye may) all worldly 
cri.~es and studies. 

We have good hope that you have all 
weighed. and pondered these things with 
yourselves long before this time ; and that 
you have clearly determined hy God's grace,· 
to give yourselveR wholly to this office, 
whereunto it hath plca.•ed God to call you ; 
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so that, as m1tch as lietb in you, yon will 
apply yourselves wholly to this one thing, 
and draw all your cares ancl studies t.his 
way, and that you will continually pray to 
God the Father, by the mediation of our 
only Saviour Jesus Christ, for the heavenly 
assistance of the Holy Ghost; that by daily 
reading and weighing of the Scriptures, ye 
may wax riper and stronger in your minis
try; and that ye may so endeavor yourselves. 
from time to time, to sanctify the lives of 
you and yours, and to fashion them af'ter'the 
mle and doctrine of Christ, that ye may be 
wholesome and godly examples. and pat. 
terns for the people to follow. 

And now that this present congregation 
of Christ here assembled, may also under
stand your minds and wills in tliese things. 
and that this your promise may the more 
move you to do your duties, ye shall answer 
plainly to these things which we, in the name 
of God and his Church, shall demand of you 
touching the same. 

Do you think in your heart that you are 
truly called, according to the will of our 
Lord J esus Christ, to the office and work of 
Elders? 

.A.;is. I think so. 
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, I 1,. 
The" President. Are yon .persuaded that 

thE: Holy Scriptures contain sufficiently all 
doctrine required of necessity for eter~al 
salvation, through faith in Jesus Christ T 
And arc yon determined out of the said 
Scriptures to instruct the people comiuittcd 
to your charge, and to teach nothing as re
quired of necessity to eternal salrntio1i, but 
that· '".hi ch you shall hue persuaded may be 
concluded and proved by the Sc1~iptures? 

Ans. I am so persuadec\, ancl have so 
determined by Qod's grace. · 

The President.' Will yon, then, gl\~e your 
faithful diligence always so to minister the 
doctrine and sacraments and discipline of 
Christ, as the Lord hath connnanded? 

Ans. I will clo so by the help of the 
Lord. ' 

'lhe Pi·esident. Will you be ready with 
all faithful diligence to banish and drive 
away all erroneous and strange doctrin'es 
contrary to God's word ; and so use both 
public and private monitions and exhorta
tions, as well to the sick as to the whole, 
within your charge, as need shall require 
and occasion shall be given? 

Ans. I will, the Lord being my helper. 
'lhe Pi·esident. Will you be diligent in 
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prayers and in reading the Holy Scriptures, 
&nd in such studies as help to the knowledge 
of the same, laying aside the study of the 
world and the flesh? 

Ans. I will endeavor to do so, the Lord 
being my helper. 

Tlie President. Will you be diligent to 
frame and fashion yourselves and your fam
ilies acording to the doctrine of Christ, and 
to make bot.h yourselves and them. as much 
as in you Heth, wholesome examples and 
patterns to the'flock of Christ? 

Alls. I shall apply myself thereto, the 
Lord being my helper. 

Tlie President. Will you maintain, and 
set forward, as much as lieth in you, quiet
UC<!S, peace, and lovo among all Christian 
people, and especially among them that aro 
oc Rhall be committed to your charge? 

Ans. f will do so. the Lord being my 
llClpcr. 

I.ct us pray. 

Almighty God ancl heayeuly Father. who 
of thine infinite lovo ancl goodness, toward 
us ha.~t given to us thy only ancl most clearly 
beloved Sou J cs us Christ to bo our Re
deemer, and the author of everlasting life; 
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who, after ho had made perfect onr redemp
tion by his death, and was ascended into 
heaven, sent abroad into the world his apos
tles, prophet;s, evangelists, teachers, and 
pastors, by whose labor and ministry he 
gathered together a great flock in all part.~ 

of the world, to set forth the eternal praise 
of thy holy name ; for these so great bene
fits of thy eternal goodness, and for that 
thou hast voud1safed to call these thy ser
vants here present to the same office and 
ministry appointed for the salvation of man
kind, we render unto thee onr most hearty 
thanks ; we praise and worship thee ; and 
we humbly beseech thee by the same, thy 
blessed Sou, to grant unto all who either 
here or elsewhere call upon thy name, that 
we may continue to show ourselves thank
ful unto thee for these, and all other thy ben
efits, and that we may daily increase and go 
forward in the knowledge and faith of thee 
and thy Son by the Holy Spirit. So that 
as well by these thy ministers, as by them 
over whom they shall be appointed thy 
·ministers, tby holy name may be forever 
glorified, and tby blessed kingdom enlarged. 
through the same, tl.ty Son Jesus Christ our 
Lora. : who limth and reigneth with thee in 
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the unity of the same Holy S1lirit, world 
without end. Amen. 
When this prayeT is done, the president, or 

officiating elder, with the elders present, 
shall lay their htinds severally upon the 
head of every one that receiveth the order 
of elders ; the receivers hum hly kneeling 
upon their knees, 11ncl the president suying, 
r1 he Lord pour npon thee< the Holy Ghost 

for the office 11nd work of an e lder in the 
Church of God . And be than a faithful 
dispenser of the word of God, and of hill 
holy sacraments; in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

Then the president shall say, 
Most merciful Father, we beseech thee to 

send upon these thy servants thy heavenly 
blessings. that they may be clothed with 
righteousness, and that thy word spoken by 
their mouths may have such success, that it 
may never be spoken in vain. Grant also 
that we may have grace to l1car arid receive 
what they shall deliver out of thy most holy 
word, or agrceab ly to the same, as the means 
of our salvat.ion; and that in all our words 
and deeds we may seek thy glory, and the 
increase of thy kingdom, through Jesnli 
Christ our Lord. 
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Aesist us, 0 Lord, in all our doings, wHh 
thy most gracious favor, and further us with 

, thy continual help. that in all our workll 
begun, continued. and ended in the?, we 
may glorify thy holy name, and finally by 
thy mercy, obtain everlasting life, through 
J'esus Christ our Lord. 

The peace of God, which passeth all tm
dergtanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
the knowledge and lov' of God, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord ; and the bless
ing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, be among you and 
rnmain with you.always. Amen. 

8ECTI.ON XII. 

BAPTISM OF INF ANTS. 

Let every adult person, and the parents 
of every child to be baptized. have the 
choice either of immersion, sprinkling or 
pouring. 

The parent.~ or parent of the child p1;e-
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wnted for baptism shall be asked the fol-
• lowing questions : · 

. Ques. Hast thou renounced the devil and 
all bis works, the vain pomp and glory of 
the world, with all covetous desires of the 
same, and ihe carnal desires of the flesh, so 
that thou dost not. follow ot art not led by 
them ? 

Ans. I have renounced them all ; and by 
God's help will epdeavor not to follow or 
be led by them. 

Ques. Dost thou believe in God the Father 
Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth : and 
in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Sou, our 
Lord ; that he took man's nature in the 
womb of the Virgin Mary, and was bor11 of 
her ; !.hat he suffered under Pontius Pilate, . 
was crncified, dead and buried ; that he 
rose again on t.he third day; that he as
cended into heaven and sitteth at the right 
hand of God, the Father Almighty, and that 
he shall come again at the end of the world 
to judge the quick and the dead? 

And dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost. 
the ·comm\mion of saint.s, the remission of 
sins, the regeneration of our fallen natnre, 
the resurrection of the body, and everlast
ing life after death? 
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Ans. All this I steadfastly Lelieve. 
· Ques. Wilt thou have this child baptised 

into this faith ; and be made an infant mem· 
lier of Christ's holy church ? 

Ans. This is my desire. 
Que5. Wilt thou then diligently teach i\ 

God's holy word, and cause it to walk in 
obedience to l1is holy will and command
ments until it come to yea1·s to assume in. 
its own person the faith, vows and obli
gations of baptism ? 

.Ans. I will ende::wor so to do, tlie [,ord 
being my helper. 

TllE Ml,'\IS'ritA.TION OF BA.P1'ISM TO SUCH AS ARll 

OF RIPE!t YEllS. 

The minister shall demand of each of the 
persons to be' baptised'; severally : 

Ques. Dost thou renounce the devil ;~nd 
all· his works, the vain pomp and glorJ of 
the world, with all covetous desires of the 

. same, and the carnal desires of the flesh, so 
that thou wilt not follow or be led by 
them? 

.Ans. I renounce them all. 
Ques. Dost thou believe in God the 

Father .Almighty, Maker of . heaven and 
earth ; and in J esu'.8 Christ, his only begot-



ten Son, our Lord ; and that be was con-
I ceivttd by the Holy Ghost, J,>orn of the Vir

gin Mary; that be suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified. dead and ,buried; 
that be aroee again the· third day ; that be 
ascended into hc11von , and sitteth at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty, and 
from thence shall come again tit the end of 
the world, to judge the ti nick and the dead? 

)'-nd dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost; 
'the remission of ·sins; the resurrection of 
the body, and everlasting life after death? 
An~ . All this I steadfastly beliern. 
Qucs. Wilt thou be baptised in this 

faith 1 
AU:s. This is my desire. 
Ques. Wilt thou then obediently keep· 

God's Holy will and commandments, and 
walk in the same all the days of your life? 

Ans. I will •'ndeavor so to do, God being 
my helper. , ' 

Then slrnll the minister sprinkle or pour 
witter upon him, (or, it' he desire it, shall' 
immerse him in water,) saying : 

N. I baptise thee in the name · ol' the 
Father, and of the , Son,' and of the Holy 
Ghost. Amen. · 

'Then shall be said the Lord's Prayer. 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name ; thy kingdom come ; tl1y will 
be clone on earth, as it is in heaven ; give 
us this clay our daily bread ; ancl forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive them that 
trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation ; but deliver us from evil.
Amen. · 

[Then let the minister conclude with an 
appropriate prayer.] 

SECTION XIII. 
THE ORDER FOR THE ADMINISTRA

TION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER. 

We recommend to our preachers to ob
serve the following directions, in the admin
istmtion of the Lord's Supper : 

L Let the elder . read. the following, or 
some other appropriate passages of Scrip
ture ; during which time a collection shall 
be taken up for the poor : 

"Let your light so shine before men that 
they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven."-.ilfatt. v.16. 
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" Lay not up for yourselves treasures 
upon ·earth, w)lere moth and rust doth cor
rupt, and where thieves break through and 
steal ; but lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth 
corrupt, ancl where thieves do not break 
through nor steal."-Matt. vi.: 19, 20. 

" Therefore all things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them, for this is the bw and the · 
prophets."-Matt. vii.: 12. 

"Not every one that saith u.nto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heav
en, but he that doeth the will of my Father, 
which is in heaven."-llfatt. vii.: 21. 

"Zaccheus stood, and saith unto the Lord, 
Behold, .I,ord, the half of my goods I give 
to the poor, and if I have taken anything 
from any man by false accusation, I restore 
him four fold."-Lulce xix.: 8. 

" He which soweth sparingly, shall reap 
also sparingly; and he which soweth boun
tifully, shall reap also bountifully. Every 
man according as he purposeth in llli? own 
heart, so let him give ; not grndgingly or 
of necessity ; for God loveth a cheerful 
gtver."-2d Gor. ix.: 6, 7. 

" As we have, t,herefore, opportunity, let 
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us do good unto all men, especially unto 
them who are of the household of faith."
Gal. vi.: 10. 

"Godliness with contentment is great 
gain ; for we brought nothing into this 
world, and it is certain we can carry no th- . 
ing out."-1 'l'im. vi.: 6, 7. 

" Charge them that are rich in this worlll, 
that they be not high-minded, t that they do 
good, that they be rich in good works, lay
ing up in store for themselves a good foun
dation against the time to come, that they 
may lay bold on eternal life."- 1 Tim. vi.: 
17, 18, 19. 

" God is not unrighteous, to forget your 
work and labor of love which ye have 
showed toward his name, in that ye have 
ministered unto the saints, and do minister." 
-Heb. vi.: 10. 

" To do good, and to communicate, forget 
not; for with such sacrifices God is well 
pleased ."-Heb. xiii.: 16. 

" Whoso hath this world's goods, :i,nd 
seeth his brother have need, and shutteth 
up his bowels of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in him ?"-1 John 
iii.: 17. 

"He tha.t hath pity upon· the poor, lend-
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eth to the Lord ; and that which he hath 
given will he pay him again."-Prov. xix.17 . 

" Blessed i$ be that considereth the poor ; 
the Lord will deliver him in time of trou
ble."-P srtlm xii. 1.: 

2. Let an appropriate hymn be sung. 
3. After which the elder shall say: 
Ye that do truly and earnestly repen t of 

your •ins, and are in love aml charity with 
your neighbors, ancl intend to lead a new 
life, following the commandments of God, 
and " ·alking from henceforth in his holy 
ways ; draw near with faith , and take this 
holy sacramr nt to your comfort ; and make 
your humble confession to Almighty God. 

4. Then shall a general prayer be offered 
by the minister, in the name of all those 
who :i.re minded to receive the holy sacra
ment. both he and all the people kneeling 
humbly upon their knees. The minister 
shall then proceed to distribute t.11 e ele
ments. u~ing the following words : 

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
was gi vel'I. for thee, preserve thy soul au cl 
bod.v unto everlasting life. Take and eat 
this in remembrance that Christ died for 
thee. and feed on him in thy heart by faith 
with thanksgiving. 
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And the minister that delivereth the cup 
shall say: 

The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which was shed for thee, preserve thy soul 
and body unto everlasting life. Drinlc this 
in remembrance that Christ's blood was 
shed for thee, and be thankful. 
Then shall the elder say the Lord's prayer : 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowetl 
be thy name ; thy kingdom come ; thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven: give ns 
this day our daily bread ; and forgive us 
om· trespasses, as we forgive them that tPes
pass against us; and lead us not into tempta
tion, but deliver us from evil, for thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

[Unfermented wine only should be nscd 
at the sacrament.] 

SE 0 TI 0 N XIV. 
THE ORDER OF THE BURIAL OF THE 

DEAD: 

[N. B. The following or some other sol
emn service may be used.] 
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The minister going before the corpse, 1ball 
say: 

I am the resurrection and the life, saith 
. the Lord ; he th~t believeth in me, thongh 
he were dead, yet shall he live ; and who
soever liveth, and believeth in me, shall 
never die: John xi. 25, 26. 

I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that he shall stand at the latter day upon 
the earth; and thongb , after my skin, worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see 
God, whom I shali see for myself; and mine 
eyes shall behold ancl not another: Job xix. 
25, 26, 27. 

We brought nothing into this world, and 
it is certain that we can carry nothing out. 
The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken 
away ; blessed be the name of the Lord : 
1 Tim. vi. 7 ; Jobi. 21. 
. At the grave, when the corpse is luid in 
the earth, the minister shull say : 

Man that is born of u woman hath but a 
short time to live, ancl is full of misery.-
He cometh up, and is cut down like a 
flower; he fieeth :;is it were a shadow, and 
never continueth in one stay. 

In the midst of life we are in death ; of 
whom may we seek for succor, but of thee, 
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0 Lord, who for our sins art justly dis
pleased ? Yet, 0 Lord God most holy, 0 , 
Lord most mighty, 0 holy and most merci
ful Saviour, deliver us not unto the bitter 
pains of eternal death. 

Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of out 
hearts : shut not thy merciful ears to our 
prayers, but spare us, Lord most holy, 0 
God most mighty, 0 holy and merciful Sa
viour, thou most worthy Judge eternal, 
suffer us not at our last hour for any pains 
of death to fall from thee. 

Then may be said, 
I heard a voice from I1eaven, saying unto 

me, Write ; from henceforth blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord : even so saith 
the Spirit ; for they rest from their labors. 

[Then shall the minister offer an appro
priate prayer.] 

SECTION XV. 
OF PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

To establish uniformity among the church
es, in public worship on the Lord's day, it 
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is recommended that the following order be 
observed. 

Let tbe morning and afternoon service 
consist of: 

1. Singing ; 2. Prayer ; 3. Reacling the 
Scriptures; 4. Singing; 5. Preaching ; 6. 
Singing ; 7. Prayer; 8. Benediction. 

Let the evening service be the same, only 
omitting tlie reading of the Scripturea ; or 
let there be a prayer meeting. l'art,s . of 
this order may be omitted, as particular 
times and circumstances may require. 

We recommend tlie Churches to dispense 
with instrnmental music. 

SECTION XVI. 

ON THE :MATTER AND l\IANNER 01!' 
PREACI-IlNG, AND OF OTHER PUB
LIC EXERCISES. 

Ques. 1. What is the best general method 
of preaching? 

Ans. 1st, to convince : 2d, to offer 
Christ: 3d, to invite: 4th, to bnild np: 
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And to do this in some measnre iu e,·ery 
sermon. 

Qnes. 2. What is the most effectual way 
of preaching Christ? 

Ans. The most effectual way of preach
ing Christ is to preach him in all his offices; 
and to declare his law, as well as his gospel, 
both to believers and unbelievers. Let us 
strongly and closely insist upon in ward and 
outward holiness in all its branches. 

Ques. 3. Are there any smaller advices 
which might be of nse to us? 

Ans. Yes. 1st, Be sme never to clisap
point a congregation. 2d, Begin at the 
time appointed. 3d, Let your whole de
portment be serious, weighty and solemn. 
4th, Always suit your subject to your audi
ence. 5th, Choose the plainest text you. 
can. 6th, Take cure not to ramble, but to 
keep yoRr text, und make out what yoll!. · 
tuke in hand. 7th, Tuke care of anything 
awkward or affected, either in your gesture, 
phrase, or pronunciation. 8th, Do not usu
ally pray above five or six minutes without 
intermission. Frequently read and enlurge 
upon a portion of Scripture ; and let young 
preachers often exhort without taking a. 
text. 
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SECTIO~ XVII. 

OF THE DUTY OF PREACHERS TO 
GOD. THEMSELVES, AND ONE AN
OTHER. 

Ques. 1. How shall a preacher be quali
fied fol' his charge? 

Ans . By walking closely with God, and 
having his wol'k greatly at heart: and by 
understanding and loving discipline, ours in 
particular. 

Ques. 2. Do we sufficiently watch over 
each other? 

Ans. We do not. Should we not fre
quently' ask each other, Do you walk closely 
with God? Have you now fellowship with 
the Father and the Son? Do you punctu
ally observe the morning and evening hours 
of retirement? Do you converse seriously, 
usefully, and closely? To be more particu
lar : Do you use all the means of grace 
yourself, and enforce the use of them on all 
other persons? They are either instituted 
or prudential. 

I. The instituted are, 
1. Prayer: private, family and public. 

Do you ask everywhere, Have you family 
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prayer? Do you ask individuals, Do, you 
use private prayer every morning a1id eve
ning in particular? 

2. Searching the Scriptures, by 
(1.) Reading; constantly, some part of, 

every day ; ~egularly, all the Bible ,in or
der; carefully, with notes; seriously, with 
prayer before and after ; fruitfully, immedi
ately practicing what you learn there. 

(2.) J\feditating ; At set times ? By 
rule? 

(3.) Hearing ; Every opportunity? With 
prayer, before, at, after? Have you a 
Bible always about you i, 

3. The Lor.d's Supper : Do you use this 
at every opportunity? With solemn prayer 
before ? With earnest and delibernte self 
devotion? 

4. Fasting·: Do you use as much absti
nence and fasting- as your health, strength 
and labor will permit? 

5. Christian Conference : Are you con
vinced how important and how difficult it is 
to order your conversation aright? Is it 
always in grace? Seasoned with salt?
Meet to administer grace to the hearers ?
Do you not converse too long at a time?
Is not an hour commonly enough? Would 
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it not be well always to have a determined 
end in view? And to pray before and after 
it? 

II. Prudential means :-
1. Do you steadily watch against the 

world? Yourself? Your besetting sin? 
2. Do you deny yourself every useless 

pleasure of sense ? Imagination ? Honor ? 
Are you temperate in all things? Instance 
in food: (1.) Do you use only that kind and 

1 that degree which is best both.for body and 
soul ? Do you see the necessity of this ?
(2.) Do you eat no more at each meal than· 
is necessary? Are you not heavy or drowsy 
after dinner? Do you use tobacco in any 
form? Do you discourage the use of it in 
others? (3.) Do you use only that kind 
ancl that degree of drink, which is the best 
both for your body and soul? (4.) Do you 
choose and use water for yo\H" common 
drink? Do you use tea or coffee? 

3. Wherein do you take up your cross 
daily? Do you cheerfully bear your cross, 
howe>er grievous to nature, as a gift of 
.God, and lflbor to profit thereby? 

4. Do you endeavor to set God always 
before yon? To sec his eye continually 
fixed upon you? Never can you use these 
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means but a blessing will ensue. And the 
more you use them, the more you will grow 
in grace. 

S E C T I 0 N X V I I I. 
OF V1SITING FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE, 

GUARDING AGAINST THOSE THINGS 
THAT ARE SO COMMON TO .PROFES
SORS, AND ENFORCING PRACTICAL 
RELIGION. 

Ques. 1. How can we farther assist those 
under our care ? 

Aus. By instructing them at their O"Wn 

house. What unspeakable need is there of 
this .? 1. Personal religion, either towards 
God or man, is too superficial among us.
We can but just touch on a few particulars. 
How little faith is there among us ! How . 
little communion with God, how little liv
ing in heaven, walking in eternity, dead
ness to every creature ! How much love 
of the work~! desire of pleasure, of ease, 
of getting money! How little brotherly 
love! 
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2. Family religion is wanted in many 
branches. And what avails public preach
ing alone, though we could preach like an
gels! We must, yea, every preacher must 
instruct the people from house to house. 

Our religion is not sufficiently deep, uni
versal, uniform ; but superficial, partial, 
uneven. It Will be so till we spend half as 
much time in this vi~'ting, us we now do in 
talking uselessly. Can we find a better 
method of doing this than llfr. Baxter's? If 
not, let us adopt it without delay, Speak
ing of this visiting from house to house, he 
says, "We shall find many hinderances, both 
in ourselves and the people." 

1. In ourselves there is much dullness 
and laziness, so there will be much ado to 
get us to be faithful in the work. 

2. We have a base, man-pleasing tem
per, so that we let them perish rather than 
lose their love : we let them go quietly to 
hell, lest we should offend them. 

3. Some of us have a foolish bashfulness. 
We know not how to begin, and blush to 
contradict the devil. 

4. But the greater hindrance is weakness 
of faith. Our whole motion is weak be
cause the spring of it is weak. 
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5. Lastly, we a.re unskillful in the work. 
How few know how to deal with men, so as 
to get within them, and suit all our dis· 
course to their several conditions and tem
pers : to choose the fittest subjects and fol
low them with a holy mixture of seriousnesR, 
terror, love and meekness! 

But undoubtedly this private application 
is implied in those solemu words of the 
a postlP. : " I charge thee before God and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the 
quick-and the dead· at his appearing, preach 
the word : be insiant in season, out of seas
on, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long 
suffering." 

0, brethren, if we could but set this work 
on foot in all our churches, and prosecute 
it zealously, what glory would redound to 
God! If the common luke-warmness were 
banished; and every shop and every house 
busied in speaking of the word and works 
of God, surely God would dwell in our hab
itation, and make us his delight. 

And this is absolutely necessary to tho 
welfare of souls. Look round, and see how 
many of them are still in apparent danger · 
of damnation. And how can you walk and 
talk, and be merry with such people, when 
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you know their case ! Wben you look them 
in the face, you should \>reak forth into 
tears, as the prophet did when he looked 
upon Hazael. 0, for God's sake, ancl the 
sake of poor souls, bestir yourselves and 
spare no pains that may conduce to their 
salvation! 

What cause have we to bleed before the 
Lord, that we have so long neglected this 
good work! If we bad but engaged in it 
sooner, how many more might have been 
brought to Christ! And how much holier 
and happier might they have been before 
now? And why might we not have done it 
sooner! There were many hindrances : and 
so there always will be. But the greatest 
hindrance is in ourselves, in our littleness 
of faith and love. 

But it is objected, I. "This will take up 
so much time, we shall not have leisure to 
follow our studies." We answer, 1. Gain
ing lrnowledge is a good thing, but saving 
souls is a better. 2. By this very thing you 
will gain the most excollent knowledge, 
that of God and eternity. 3. You will have 
time for gaining other knowledge. too.
Only sleep no more than you need ; " and 
never be idle or triflingly employed." But. 
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4. If you crm d.o but one, let your studies 
alone. We ought to throw by all the libra
ries in the world, rather than be guilty of 
the loss of one soul. · 

It is objected, II •· 1'he people will not 
submit to it." If some will not, others will. 
And the snccoss with them will repay all 
your labor. 0, let us herein follow the ex
ample of St . Paul! 1. For our general 
business, Serving the Lorcl with all humil
ity of ·mind : 2. Our special work, Take 
heecl to . yourselves, and to all the flock ! 3. 
Our doctrine. Repentance toward God, 
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ ! 4. 
The place, I have taught you publicly, and 
from house to house ! 5. The object and 
manner of teaching, I ceased not to warn 
every one, night and day, with tears: 6. 
His innocence and self denial herein, I have 
coveted no man's silver or gold : 7. His 
patience, Neither count I my life dear unto 
myself. Auel among all other motives, let 
these be ever before your eyes : 1. The 
Church of God, which he hath purchased 
with his own blood! 2. Grievous wolves 
shall enter in ; yea, of yourselves shall men 
arise, speaking perverse things. 

Write this upon your hearts, and it will 
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do you more good than twenty years' study. 
Then you will have no time to spare : you 
will have work enough. Then likewise no 
preacher will stay with us who is as salt 
that has lost his savor. For to such, this 
employment would be mere' rlrudgery.
Ancl in order to do it, you will have need 
of all the knowledge you can procure, and 
grace you can attain. The sum is, Go into 
every house in course, urging upon every 
impenitent sinner the duty of immediate re
pentance, and teaching every one therein, 
young and old, to be Christians inwardly 
and outwardly ; make every particular plain 
to their understandings: fix it in their 
minds ; write it on their hearts. In order 
to this, there must bfl line upon line, pre
cept upon prece1it. What patience, what 
love, what knowledge, is requi~ite for this! 
We must needs do this, were it only to 
avoid idleness. Do we not loiter away 
many hours in every week? Each try him
self: no idleness is consistent with a growth 
in grace. Nay, without exactness in re
deeming time, you cannot retain the grace 
you receive in justification. 



DRESS AND FURNITURE. 91 

SEC T I O N X I X . 

DRESS AND FURNITURE. 

Quest. 1. Should we insist on the rules 
•concerning dress. 

Ans. By all means. This is no time to 
~ive encouragement to superfluity of appa-

.· rel. Therefore let none be received into 
tho Church until they have left off the wear
ing of Gold and superfluous ornaments. In 
order to this, 

1. L~t every one who has charge of a cir
cuit or station, read l\fr. Wesley's sermon on 
dress , at least once a year, in every Church. 

2. In visiting the classes, be very mild 
but very stric~. 

3. Allow of no exempt case,-better one 
suffer than many. 

Ques. 2. Should we insist on cheap as 
well as plain dress ? 

Ans. Certainly; we Rhould not on any 
account spend. what the Lord has put into 
our hands as stewards to be used for his 
glory in expensive apparel, when thousands 
are suffering for food and raiment, and mil
lions perishing for the word of life. Let 
the dress of every member of the Wesleyan 
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Methodist Connection, be both plain and 
cheap. Let the strictest economy be used 
in these respects. 

And we would not only enjoin on all who 
fear God, plain dress, but we would recom
mend to our preachers and people, according 
to Mr. Wesley's views, expressed in hisser
mon on the inefficienay of Christianity, pub
lished but a few yeavs before his death, and 
containing his matured judgment, disting
uishing plainness-Plainness which will pub
licly commit them to the maintenance of their 
Christian profession wherever they inay be. 

Ques. 3. Should our furniture, as well as 
dress, be plain and cheap ? 

Ans. By all means. Let the strictest 
economy be observed in both. Let no ex
pensive furnittu-e or high-priced carriages 
be used by Wesleyan ?lfothod is ts, while there 
is a single individual for whom Christ died, 
hungry or naked, or without the word ot 
life. And let t.he same principle of saving 
all we mm, that we may have to gi>e to 
those who need, govern LIB in renting or 
building houses to live in. 

We disapprove of Christians changing 
their apparel in mourning for the dead; 
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SECTION XX. 

ON PEACE. 

We beliern the gospel of Christ to be 
every way ,opposed to the practice of war, 
in all its forms ; and those customs which 
tend to foster and perpetuate the war spirit, 
to be inconsistent with the benevolent de
signs of the Christian religion. 

*SECTION xxr. 
SECRET OATH-BOUND SOCIETIES . . 

Ques. Rave we any directions to give 
concerning oath-bound societies ? 

Ans. We will on no account tolerate our 
ministers and members in joining secret 
oath-bound societies, or holding fellowshi1i 
with them, as in the judgment of the Wes
leyan l\Iethodist Connection, it is inconsist
ent with our duties to God and Cbrfatianity 
to bold Sttch connection. 

• Tbi~ section tbe·Geuoral Confcrc·11ce ordains as la.w. 
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SECTION XXTI. 

OF THE NECESSITY OF UNION AMONG 
OURSELVES. 

Le \lS be deeply ~ensihle (from what we 
ha"l'e known) of the evil of a division, in 
prin<ciple, spirit, or practice, and the dread
fnl consequences to ourselves and others. 
If we are united, what can stand before us? 
If we divide, we shall destroy ourselves, the. 
work of God, and the souls of our people. 

In order to a closer union with each other,. 
let us be deeply convinced of the absolute· 
necessity of it. 

Pray earnestly for, and speak free:ty t0> 
each other. 

When we meet, let us never part without 
prayer. 

Take great care not to despise each other's 
gifts. 

Never speak lightly of each other. 
Let us defend each other's character in 

every ~hing , so far as is consistent with truth._ 
Labor in honor, each to prefe.r the other:· 

before himself. · 
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SECTION XXIII. 

ON MARRIAGE. 

Ques. Do we observe any evils which have 
prevailed in regard to marriage and divorce ? 

Ans. 1. Many Christians have married 
with unawakened persons. This has pro· 
duced bad effects ; they have either been 
hindered for life, or have turned back to 
perdition. 

We do not prohibit our people from mar-
1-ying pers.ons who are not of our connection, 
provided such persons have the form, and 
are se(\king the power of godliness ; but we 
are determined to discourage their marrying 
persons who do not come up to this des
cription. 

Ans. 2. We regard no justifiable cause of 
div9rce, except adultery; and if any of the 
members of our churches dissolve the mar
riage contract for any other cause, and either 
party shall marry during the life-time of the 
other, he or she shall be expelled as for 
other immoralities. 

..I- ... ----------- -
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SECTION XXIV . 

OF '!'HE BOOK CONCERN. 

l. There shall be a Book Concern in the 
city of Syracuse, which shall be managed 
by a General Agent, Editor. uni! a Book 
Committee. consisting of twelve members, 
siX of whom shall be ministers ; the oilwr 
six shall be laymen. This Committee shall 
be appointed by the General Conference. 

2. There shall be published in connection 
with the Book Concern, one religious news
paper, to be called The American Wesleyan, 
and a Sabbath School paper, to be called 
the Juvenile lnstrnctor, under the supervi
sion of an editor to be appointed b.Y the 
General Conference. 

3. The Agent and Resident Editor. shal 1 
be members of the Book Committee. 

4. The Book Committee shall determine 
Lhe salaries of the Agent anil Editor. They 
shall determine also what book shall be 
published, ancl the price of the same, in ac
cordance with the action of General Confer
ence. They shall have power to fill all 
vnca11cies that may occur in their board 
during the interval of the General Confer-
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once. And th11y may remvve tbe Agent awl 
Editor, if they judge the intere~t of ii~ 
cause requires sucb n!moval , aud may fill h.b 
placo until the next session of the Genera~ 
Conference. ThiR committee shi>.ll make •>~ 
cause to be made, an annual exhibition ,.f 
the i;tato of the Rook Concern to tho Y 011rl .Y 

Conferences, and shall also present a fnll r•> 
1iort to the General Conference. 

5. Five members of the committee sh~!T 
1>0nstitute a quorum for the tran.saetiou of 
bm1iness, except in the rernornl of thlil Agtml. 
and Editor ; when it olmll require It vote o 
lhe majority of all the members o!' the· 
Board. 

6. The Agent and Resident Editor shall 
be members of the Syracuso Co11ferouce by 
virtue of their appointment. 

7. Meetings of the Book Committ.oe may 
be called at any time by the _'\g&ot, or by 
any threo members of tho Board; and the 
Secretary shall notify the resident mombers, 
1mlesa notice lJO given in the · Amerieau 
Wesleyan. 

8. It shall be the duty of Wesl1Jyan Mlo 
isterd and preachers to extend the circula
tion of our books and periodicals. They 
1hall receive the following premium.~ oi1 I\ I 

3 
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J!lOllieo collccteil and paitl into lhc Book 
Concern. viz.: 20 cents on all now subscri
bcril to tho .Americ::n1 Wosleyan, whQre ~c 
t'ull amoun t of $1 GO js l·cmittcd, and 10 
cents for olll subscriptions. 

:J. All the property of the Book Concern 
•hall be hold in trust for the Wesleyan Me
thodist Connection of America, by tbe Jlook 
Committee. 

SBCTI ON XXV. 

1IOU1'JlARms OF THE YEARLY CON
FERE~CES. 

\. The New York Crn1ference compris<\i' . 
~o much or the State of New York as is nol 
included in the Ch!lmplain, Syrncnso and 
.Rochester Conferences; and New Jersey, 
·Eastern Pennsylvania and New Haven anil 
Westi:>rook, and all west of those places in 
Oonneclicut. Also, so much of :Massachu
~tts . as embraoea Pittsfield. und llfossachll· 
~etts west of that place. 
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Z. Tho ' New England Conforcncc com
prises the New I~ngland States. and• all that 
portion ,of tlie Stat-0 of Conni;ictict1t not in
cluded in tho New York and Cl)amplain 
Uonli.•rcnces. 

3. IJlhe Cbamjilain Conference shall com
prise the State of Vermont and Essex, Clin
t.on, Franklin, St. I.awrence and Warren 
eountios in thi• State or New York. 

4. Tlw Symcase Gonforcncc shall bt' 
l>ounded as follows: 

Beginning at ·the North East corner of Jef
lorsou county. N. Y., following the water to 
I.he Big Sodus Bay, thence south to Cayuga 
Lake, thence.through said lake in a llOUtherly 
uirection: to the State Line ; thence East OD 

ibe State Line, to the Gi.<rnnty Line of Dela-
1Tare Co., thence to the p1acc of begirming. 

5. 'l'he Rochester Conference comprise~ 
c1.ll that part of the State of New York ly'!ng 
w·est of the Syrncnsc Conference. and in
cluding West Bradford, Elkland, 'State Road 
and Sugar Grove Circuits, lying in the State 
of Pennsylvania. 

6. The Alleghuuy. Confcrenc~ comprise3 
itll of Western Pcnnsylviinia. •except what 
is includod in the Rochester Conferenco, and 
is bounder! on t.110 south-west by a line com-



mencing· ut Stcubendllc, on the Ohio dve1·, 
and running west, following the stage rol\c.1 
'o Masiillou by the way of Canton ; thence 
up the Canal to the city of Cleveland, in
cluding ulso Western Virgiuin. GleYclantl 
filial\ bcloup; to the Zanesville Conference. 

T. The Zanesville Conference is bounded 
11n the East by the Alleghany Conference, 
and comprises that part of Ohio, cast of the 
ilciota river, to the mouth of the little Sciota, 
and a line running from thei1ce to Upper 
Sandusky, and along the Sanilusky river to 
Sandusky Day, and

1
also incutdcs Dcli~ware 

county and the southern portion of Virginia 
and the State of North Carolina. 

8. 'l'he Miami Conference compril!cs ttat 
part of Ohio not included in the Alleghany 
and Zanesville Conference. 

9. The Indiana Conference comprises tb.e 
State of Iniliana. 

10. The Michigan Conference compriee~ 
the State of Michigan. 
• 11. The Illinois Coufcreuce shall com
prise the State of Illinois und :Missouri. 

·12. The Wisconsin Conference lo include 
all the State of Wisconsin lying cast of the 
Wisconsin river, not included in tbe Wes!.en1 
Wi~con~in Conference. 
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13. 'rhc Western Wisconsin Conference 
comprises the State-of Wisconsin lying west 
of Wisconsin river, al\d the counties of 
Grant, Iowa and Lafayette lying sonth of 
~aid river. 

14. " The Iowa. Conference comprises th(' 
8\ates of Iowa and Kansa~, and Nebn,akR 

. 'l'erritory, until the last two shal'l 8ee fit 
to organize IL new Conference. 

15. The llinnesota Conference comprise;; 
lhe State of MinneBota, and all west bounded 
by the Missouri ri>cr. 

16. 'l'be KahBas Conference to comprief' 
Kansas trnd Nebraska, whcs the said Con
ference is organized according to Discipline. 

17. OaliforniR. - The Churche~ and minis
ters of Califomhi, Oregon and Washington. 
arc at liberly•to organize into a Yearly Con
forenr.e when the~' rfoendt prndcnt to do so. 



l02 TITLE!I TO CHURCH l' ROJ'1:RTl· . 

OF SI<;CURJ1'iG TITLES '1'0 CHURCU 
PROPERTY. 

Tho laws of the several St.'tLC8 are so va
rious, that no specific rule can be given 
which will meet the requirements of th•' 
diversified Statutes, under which Churchefi 
have to · organize. The following General 
Rnlcs, if 11ttencled to, will secure the end 
aimed at. 

1. Before takiug a deed, examine th" 
laws of the State, and see that tho Church. 
or Society, is organizetl, and Tru5tccs ap
pointed according to thi,, requirements of 
the Statute. 

2. I.ct the property be deeded to Tru!
tees, in trust for that particula1· Sociccy. 
givinl' it Its corporate name in the det.>d . 



~'orms of Uredentials, Ucenses, Certificates, &c. 

FOR~.l (H' A LIUENSl~ TO BXHOH'l'. 

A-- B--, a member q/ the Wesleyan ~Methodist Ohill"ch, 
residing in the ------ station, is hernby authorized to 
exercis<!' himself, on all pmper occasions, 1:n exhortation, and 

calling sinnas to repe11la1ic~. 
This license to be renewed annually. 

Signed by order, and in behalf qf the Quar. Con. qf 
E--- l•'---, Chairman. 

C--- D--, Secretary. 
January 1, 1861. 
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B'OlHl UH -~ L1UEN8E '110 J:>JH;ACJI. 

ff--- D---·, a member •?f the 1VPs/eyrm 1Jletlwcli1:1t Church, 
·resid·ing i"n ---·--- Circw:t, being duly r'.'1:ami1wd by tMs 
Quartcdy Conference, on gVts, :;i·acc, anchise(l'lness, 1·.~ hereby 
anthcn;i·zed lo preach the 9ospcl ?f Cll1'i,4. 

This ll>xnsc.-io lie 1'mewed annually. 

Sign('(l by (n'der , and -in lielwlf' of the Quar. Con. ?f 
(~ ·-·-··::- H ~--- Secretary. 

January 1, 18fil . 

C--_ _ H- -- 8Pcretru·y . .T-- K-- Chairman. 
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FORM OF 1'lLDER8' CRlW!i:N'l'IALS. -..-\J 

To
0

all 1~horn it may·concern, GnEEwu; : 
Be it kno.wn, .1'hat C~ ])_-_-, having ba;i elected by the 

---·Annual "(]orifei·ence qf JHinist. r.~ and Defrgates, ·tea~ or
dained for .the office ef Elda·, in the 1Yedeyan Meth,,dist ,Con
nection ; and hs iR hereby a11thorized by said Co1ferencc, so long 
as his life and rloctrine accm;d wf:th the Holy Scriptun;s, to 
admini.~ttr the Lord's Supper, to Baptize, to celebrate 1!fatrimony, 
anti to feed t~e jloc_k ef God,.ta.l>i~ig th(J oversig!d, not as a for(l 
over God's hen:tage, bnt being an example to the flock. 
Signt~d by order and in belwlf qf the 8-- Annual Coi!ferencc. 

~ --- S-- Pre.~i,lent : 
A- .- C-- &cretan;. 

January,).., 1~61. · ~' t.ll:. il::.=1U·H'.tl::-1U1. 
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FORM OF A CERTIFICATE OF' MEMBERSHIP. 

.A--- B--- , the bearer, i;s an acceptable member of the 

Wesleyan Methodist Connection, avd being desfrOH8 q/.1;emoving 

fi·om this station, i,.s ent!tled to ?"eceive from the undersigned 

thia certijiCak of his good ?tanding. 

B-- Station, January 1, 1861. 

··.(m11 i-, r. . • rr W--G Pa&or. 
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li'ORM 01'1 A C:i.JR'1'1¥ICA.Tl<: 

J'OR AN UNSTA.Tro~ED MINISTER OR PREACHER, WHO DESIRES 'l'O m :

MOV! TO ANOTHER CI!tCUIT, STATION OF. CON}'i.RENC~: . 

The bearer, S B---, an imslationed minister rf the 

lVesleyan ~{ethodist Connection, being dc.~ii·ow;. qf removing 

from this circuit, is entilled to receive from the u;idersigned, 

thUI certificate of his good standing. 

F- Circuit, January 1, 1861. 
W-·-- P---. P.rlJIXdier i n Ch(wge.. 
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FORM 0J1' A CERTU'10.A.'l'J!; 

FOR .A. S'l'A'r!Oi:n!D HYNISTER OR I'f,Jl:ACmrn, WHO DESrnb~S '1'0 tlElliOYi' 

• TO ANOTllEP. CONF ER}:XCE. 

The bearer, J- . - ,- L-~, hewing fully complied w1~b, 

his engagem.enfi:; to the Amwal Conf~rcw:.e1 Ms 

moral character standh1g fair, and b':inq dcS'i.'rous ef removing 

to anothe1· C01~.fere:nce, i~ cntt'tled to IM~ ccrtfficata qf M.~ good 

standing. 

A-- S--, President. qj' the 1W---An~twl Conference . 

. TrmW1ryl.l861. _ .... ___ . ' ··' 

,... 
s;; 

c 
~ 
~ 
:;; 

~ 
.-f 
tT! 

c:
~' 
:< ; 
0 
< 

f: 



FORM OF A. TRANSFER. 

The bear~r, -..1--- 8---, of the 0--- .A.nn£al !}~n
ference, ha1.:ing consented to be trans/ erred to the M--- An
mllll ponference, is hereby duly tmnsfe,.,ed, 
C-- S--_, P1·f,.fil_dent of the 0-- Anmwl Confere11f:f.. 
to E--H--, Preside,nt ef the M-- Annual Conference. 
JanuanJ 1, 1861. 

FORM OF A CERTIFICATE OF ELEC'l'ION. 

This!:; lo.!!£!lify, that A-_- B-- tpQ§~diily eLected a {{ele
gaie to the Ann11al Conference ef the TVesleyati 1lfetlw_dfr1t Oonn,fC· 
ti<>n, to sit io . on the day of 18 lnj the ef the 

1 A--~ --R---, Cha.frman . 
8---- J>---, Sem·eto.rv. 
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~'OitM. Oh' A MARRIAGE REGil:lTE.l:t 'l'O liE KEI"r BY THB 
. QUARTERLY CONFERENCES. 

I Woman'• name. I When married. I m ere married. I Xinister'• name I Man 's name. 

I F~ &.-- I Doc'r 9, 1880. I At th<i house of I s--W-1 N-X-T--S-

I I I . I . 
FORM OF A BEGL'lTER OF BAPTISM, TO BE KEPT BY THI~ 

QUARTERLY CONFERENCES. 

Chlld '• game. When born. I-~ ..... ., I~;; ... ~:.F~·· -r 
I Dec .•• 1850. I D-E- I ~ : C-H- Sept. 5, 1800. 
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ERRATA. 
The following corrections are to be made. 

Some of them were omissions when the Dis
cipline was published, aud the 21st Section 
has been adopted since the Session of the 
General Conference, viz . 

1. Section 7th, page 39, 3rd line from the 
bottom, the words, ·• at two different Ses
sions." These words were stricken out by 
order of the General Conference, but the 
correction ;vas .not made when the Disci
pline was published. 

2. Add to Section viii, page 46, 13th line 
from the top of' the page, after the words. 
·•its direction." the following: ·•Provided 
they shall have P\18Bed an examination sat
isfactory to the Q11arteriy Conference, on 
English Grammar, Arithmetic. Geography 
and Natural Philosophy.·· 

SEOTfOJ1; XXI. 

The following- t:i.kes tlie place of the 
former one: 

"SEC~ET SOCIETIES." 

(,!l!h:Wr.--Have we any directions to fin 
concerning Secret Societie11? 



.ANs.--We '\\;u on no account tolerate our 
minlatel'I! or members in joining or holding 
fellowship with Secret Societies, such as 
Free :Masonry or Odd Fellowship, as in the 
judgment of the Wesleyan Methodist Con· 
nection, it is incon1istent with our duties to 
God to hold such coneections. 


