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PJtEFACE 

The Wesleyan Methodist Connection of Amer· 
ic'1, grew out · of a secession from the M. E. 
Chnrch, the result of the connection of that body 
with Slavery, and the arbitrary character of its 
government. 

0. Scott, J. Horton, and L. R . Sunderland, se· 
ceded in November, 1842. At the same time the 
first number of a weekly paper was issued, called 
the" True Wesleyan," in which they announced 
their withdrawal, setting forth their reasons. In 
December following, Lnther Lee withdrew from 
the M. E. Church, and, also L. C. Matlack. These 
secessions are to be regarded as the commence· 
ment of the movement, which !eel to the \Vesley an 
Organization. There were prior secessions, but 
the organizatinn of the co1hmunity, whose system 
of doctrine and polity arc presented in the fol
lowing pages, must date its commencement as 
above. · 

The most extensive prior secession, took place 
in Michigan, which resulted in the organization 
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of a Conference; bnt they united in th.e general 
organization at Utica, hereafter mentioned, and 
formed the basis of what is now the Michigan 
Yearly Conference. The first Wesleyan Church, 
which was organized as a part of the present Con
nection, was in Providence, R. I. 

Soon after the secession of Scott, Horton, ~n
derland, Lee and Matlack, measures were t3'.en 
to hold a -Convention, which transpired at Ando
ver, Mass., in Feb., 1843. This resulted in a call 
for a General Convention, which was held at 
Utica, N. Y., commencing May 31, 1843; at which 
a general organization was effected, and a Disci
pline adopted. The first General Conference was 
held in October, 1844, at which the Discipline un
derwent some modifications. 

In October, 1848, the second General Confer
ence was held; and in the light of the four years' 
additional experience, the Discipline underwent 
a thorough revision, principally to improve it in 
simplicity, .and in the arrangement of its parts; 
since then it has been further revised, and with 
confidence that it will be approved, it is presented 
to the Connection, whose system of doctrine and 
rnles of practice it contains, and to the Christii:n 
public, whose inspection it invites. 

It will be seen by the candid reader, that the 
system of government is essentiaily republican; 
and is conformed to the Scriptures and primitive 
usages, in all fundamental matters-under liUch 
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ni.odific.J.tionS in whfl,t is mrrdy prudential, n::. 
;trc dcm<:nde<l by t:Jc circum>tances of the times 
it1 which we liYc. For :unplitnrlc of provi,i()n to 
meet all the exigencies of an ecclesiastical or~an
i:ation-iln<l for simplicity, rendering it easy to 
l10 comprehcmlcd, it i~ lJelieYed this little book 
.. ·tnnds u;lrival1ed. 
I~ not prescnl!cd as a suhstilntc for the HGly 

ScnpttU"c;·, but as an epitome 9f tile doctrines, 
morals, and cc~lcEhHtical policy comainecl in the 
Sacred Yoiumc. All who read 1.his volume, mHl 
e;.pecially t1lose who :1dopt it as Lhe rnle of tl1cir 
rJ.itlt and practice, should ncv<lr forget for onG 
moment, that to secure the end of religion, they 
must aU.cl to their creed, however truthful it may 
be, sincerity of heart and purity of life.. " Not 
every o:::ie. that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
l'nter into the kiug<lom of heaven, but he that 
doeth the will of my Father whicl~ is in heaYen." 
" Without holinc8s n.o man e;i,n see the Lord." 

PUB. COM. 
JuxE, 1864. 

~OTE.-To show the r~ader tlmt our milclcs of 
religion nre based upon the ex]Jre.ss teachings of 

· the 1rnnl of Go<l, the nndersigned, as publisher, 
lu; selected a class_ of approprhtc proofs, whkh 
will te found appended to each article, and 
'' hiclt it is hoped will satisfy all who o;halle:rnm
irte the Discipiine of the Wesleyan l\Icthodist 
C•)tmcdion, tlutt it expresses the sentiments of 
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the bspirecl writers. If others claim tllat thci;· 
discipline is th~ Dible, so can we. An cl the proof 
in part, is here furnL•hecl. Ancl we trnst it will 
be found a profitable employment to every read
er, to examine the correctness of each of thc'c 
articles', in the l'~ht of the proof textB here fur- · 
11iohcd. 

C. PRINDLE. 

Jay, 1364. 



DISCIPLINE 

OP THE 

SECTION I 
ELE~IENTARY PRINCIPLES. 

1. A Christian Church is a Society ofbe
]i<)vers in Jesus Christ, assembling in any 
one place for religious worship , and is of 
Divine institution . 

2. Christ is the only Head of the..<Jhurch; 
and the Word of Goel the only Rule of faith 
and conduct. 

3. No person who loves the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and obeys the Gospel of God our 
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Savior, ought to be deprived of Church 
membership . 

.<!.:. Every man has an inalienable right to 
private judgment, in matters of. religion; 
and an equal right to express his opinion, in 
any way which will not violate the laws of 
God, or the rights of his fellow men. 

5. Church triab should be conducted on 
Gospel principles only; and no minister or 
member should be excommunicated except 
for immorality; the propagation of unchris
tian doctrines ; or for neglect of duties en
joined by the Word of God. 

6. The Pastoral or Ministerial office and 
duties are of Divine appointment; and all 
Elders in the Church of God are equal ;t but 
ministers are forbidden to be lords ovEr 
God's heritage, or to have dominion over 
the faith of the saints. 

1. The_ Church has a right to form and 
enforce such rules and regulations only, as 
are in accordance with the HoJ..y Scriptures, 
and may be necessary or hav.e a tendency 
to carry into effect the great system- of prac
tical christianity. 

8. Whatever power may be necessa,py to 
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the formaticn of rules and regulations, is 
inherent in the ministers and members <>f 
the church ; but so much of that power may 
be delegated, from time to time, upon a "pla~ 
of representation, as they may ~,udge neces
u ry and proper. 

9. It is the Lluty of all ministers and mem
bers of the Church to maintain godliness, 
and to oppose all moral evil. 

10. It is obligatory on ministers of the 
gospel to be faithful in the discharge of their 
pastoral and ministerial duties; and it is 
also obligatory on the members to esteem 
ministers highly for their work·s sake, and 
to render them a righteous compensation for 
their labors. 

SEUTION IL 
ARTICLE5 OF REt.IG:LON. 

I. OF FAI'fH IX THE HOLY TRINITY. 

There is but one living and true God, ev
erlasting, of infinite power, wisdom and 
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goodness ; the maker and preserver of all 
things, visible and invisible. And in unity 
of this Godhead there arc three persons of 
one substance, power and eternity ;-the 
Fat;he,r, the Son, [the "\Yord,J and the Holy 
Ghost. 
De~t. vi, 4; I Cor. viii, 4, 6; ,Jer. x, 10; John 

xvii, 3; Psalms xc, 2; I Timothy i, 17; Exodus 
xxxiii, 20; John iY, 24; Gencsi• xvii, 1; Psalms 
cfr, 24; llomans xvi, 27b· Gen. i, 1; Col. i, 16; I 
John v, 7, 20; John x, 3 ; 2 Cor. xiii. 14; John 
i, 1, 2; Rev. xix, 13; John v, IS, chap .. x, 30; 
Phil. ii,6. 

II. OF THE SON OF GOD. 

The only begotten Son of God was· con
ceived by the lfoly Ghost, born of the Y'.'ir
gin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead and buried; to be a 
sacrifice, not only for original guilt, but 
also for the actual sins of men, and to rec
oncile us to God. 

John i, 14, 18; chap. iii, 16; J,uke i, 27, 31, 3,5; 
Gal.iv,4,5; l\Iatt.xxvii; Mnrk xv; Eph. v,2; 
Heb. vii, 27; chap. x, 12; chap. ii, 17; chap. ix, 
28, x, 12; Gal. i, 4; 1 Peter ii, 21; 1 John ii, 2; 
Rom. v, 10; 2 Cvr. v, 18, 19; Rom. v, 10, 18. 

III. OF TTIE nE.SURRECTIOX OF CilRIST. 

Christ did truly rise again from the dead, 
taking bis body with all things appenail!ing 
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to the perfection of man's nature, wherewith 
he ascended into heaven, and there sitteth 
until lie return to judge all men at the last 

day. 
Matt. xxviii, 5-9, 16, 17; Mark xvi, 6, 7; John 

xxi; Luke xxiv, 5, 6; John xx, 26-29; 1 Cor. 
xv, 6, 14; Acts x, 40, 42; Heb. xiii, 20; Acts ii, 
24; Acts xiii, 37; Mark xvi, 19; Acts i, 2; Rom. 
viii, 34; Rom. xiv, 9, 10. 

IV. OF THE HOLY GHOST. 

The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the 
Father and the Son, is of one substance, 
majesty, and glory, with the Father and the 
Son(very and eternal God. 

John xiv, 26; xv, 26; Gal. iv, 6; Rom. viii, 9; 
Acts v, 3, 4·; 2 Cor. iii, 17; Job xxxiii, 4; Matt. 
xxviii. 19; Acts xx, 28. 

V. THE SUFFICIENCY OF THE HOLY SCRIP

TURES FOR SALVATION. 

The Holy Scriptures contain all things 
necessary to salvation; so that whatsoever 
is not read therein, nor may be proved 
thereby, is not to be required of any man, 
that it should be believed as an article of 
faith, or be thought requisite or necessary 
to salvation. In the name of the Holy 
Scrijllolres, we do understand these canonical 
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books of the Old and New Testament, of 
whose authority there is no doubt in the 
Church. 

The canonical books of the Old Testament 
are-

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy, .Toshua, Judges, Ruth, I. 
Samuel, II. Samuel, I. Kings, II. Kings, I. 
Chronicles, II. Chronicles, Ezrn, Nehemiah, 
Esther, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesias
tes, Tlie Song of Solomon, Isaiah, Jere
miah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Ho
sea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zac
ariah and l\falachi. , 

The canonical books of the New Testa
ment are-

Mathe.w, Mark, Luke, John, The · Acts, 
The Epistle to the Romans, I. Corinthians, 
II. Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Phil
lippians, Colossians, I. Thessalonians, II. 
Thessalonians, I. Timothy, II. Timothy, 
Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James, I. Peter, 
IT. Peter, I. John, II. John, III. John, 
Jude and Revelation. 

2Timothy iii, 15-17; John v, 39; 2Peter i, 19; 
Gal. i, 8; 1 Thess. ii, 13; John xvii, 17; Psalms 
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xix, 7; 1 Peter i, 23; Heb. iv, 12; Luke xxiv, 
27 ; verse 4;5 ; Act::; xvii, 2, 11 ; Rom. i, 2; Rom. 
xv, 4; chap. xvi, 26. 

VI. ' OF Til~ QLD TESTAI,~T. 

The Old Testa:nent is not contrary to the 
New ; for both in the Old and New Testa
men,t, everlasting life is offei·ed to mankind 
through Christ. ~vho is the only Mediator 
between God. and ·man. Wherefore~ they 
are not to be heard, who feign tha~ the old 
fathers did look only for transitory prbmises. 
Although the law given from·God by Moses, 
as touching eer~:utmies and rites, doth not 
bind Christians, ::::101· ought the civil precept~ 
thereof of necessity, be. received in any 
commonwealtl;t ; yet, notwithstanding, no 
christian, whatsoever, is free from the obe
dience of th\l comm~.ndments wj:iich are 

called moral. 
Luke ;xxiv, 27, ~-I; John v, 46; 1 Tim. ii, 5; 2 

Cor. i, 20; Rom. xv, 8; Heb. xi, 39, 40; Col. ii, 
14, 16, 17; ]!;ph. li, 1.5, 16; Heb. x, 1; Matt. v, 
17-19~ xxii, 3i-4U; James i,26; lJ:ihnii,3,4, 7. 

VII. OF RELATIVE IIU11U;$. 

Those two gl1eat commandments which 
r~1uire us to lo~~ the. Lord o~r. God. with 
all' our he1Lrt~; r.:i.d our neighbor as ourselves. 
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contain the sum of the Divine law as it· is 
revealed in the Script.ures ; and are the 
·measure and pe1foct rule of hurnan duty, as 
well for the ordering and directing of 'fami
lies and nations, and all other social bodies, 
as for ihdividual acts, by which we are re
quired to acknowledge God as our only 
supreme ruler, and all men as created by 
him, equal in all nattird rights. Wherefore, 
all'mcn are bound so to order all their in, 
dividual and social and political acts, as to 
render to God entire -and absolute obedi
ence; and to secure to all men the enjoy
ment of every natural right, as well as to 
-promote the· greatest happiness of each in 
the possession and" exercise of such rights. 

Lev. xix,"18, 34; Matt. vii; 12; Matt. v, 44-47; 
xxii, 37-40; James ii, 8; John xfii, 34, 3,5; Rom. 
xii, 9; xiii, 8, 10; Gal. v, 14; 1 Peter ii, 17; Gal. 
n, Hl; Ac\,il '.><;Vii, 26; x, 34, 35; Jcr. xxi, 12; 
xXii, B ;. Z_cch. vii, 9, · 10; Exod. xviii, 27; Dent. 
i, 15, 17; xvi, 18; 2 Sam. xxiii, 3; Joh xxix, 16; 
xxxi, 13, 14; Rom. xiii, 1, 7 ;. Titi.13 iii; l. 

VIII. OF ORIGINAL OU ETRJ'B; s13. 
Original.sin standeth not in the foifuwing 

of Adam, (as the Pelagian~ dv vainly talk,) 
but it is the co.rruption of the nature o{ e.v
ery man, that naturally is engendered of the 
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offspring of Adam, whereby man is wholly 
gone from original righteousness, and .of his 
own nature inclined to evil, and that con
tinually. 

Rom. v, 12, 18, 19; Genesis v, 3; viii, 21; Jer. 
xvii, 9; Mark vii, 21, 22, 23; Rom. iii, 10, 11, 12; 
Gen. vi, 5; Rom. viii, 7; Eph. ii, 1-3. 

IX. OF FREE WILL. 

The condition of man after the fall of 
Adam is such, that he cannot turn and pre
pare himself, by his own natural strength 
and works, to faith, and calling upon God; 
wherefore we have no power to do good 
works, pleasant and acceptable to God, 
without the grace _ of God, by Christ work
ing in us, that we may have a good will, and 
working with us, when we ha-ve that good 
will. 

John xv, 5; Rom. v, 6, 7, 8; Eph. ii, 1, 5; Phil . 
ii, 13; John vi, 44, 65; Eph. ii, 8, 9; Jeremiah x, 
23; Phil. iv, 13. 

x . _OF THE .)"USTIFICATION OF MAN. 

We are accounted righteous before God, 
only for the merit of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ by faith, and not for our own 
works or deservings ;-Wherefore, that we 
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are justified by faith, only, is a most whole
some doctrine, and very full of comfort. 

Eph. ii, 8, 9; Rom, iii, 24, 28; Phil. iii, 9; Acts 
viii, 37; xv, 11; xvi, 31; Rom. iv, 2-5; v, 1, 2; 
Heb. chapter xi. 

XI. OF GOOD WORKS . 

.Although good works, which are the fruit 
of faith, and follow after justification, can
not put away our sins, and endure the sever
ity of God's judgments ; yet are they pleas
ing and acceptable to God in Christ, and 
spring out of a true and lively faith, inso
much that by them a lively faith may be as 
evidently known as a tree is discerned oy 
its fruit. 

Rom. iii, 20; iv, 2, 4, 6; Titus iii, 5; James ii, 
18, 22; Matthew v, 16; vii, 16-20; John xv, 8; 
Phil. i, 11 ; 1 Peter ii, 9, 12. 

XII. OF SIN AFTER JUSTIFICATION. 

Not every sin willingly committed after 
justification. is the . sin against the Holy 
Ghost, and unpardonable. Wherefore, re
pentance is not denied to such as fall into 
sin after justification ; after we have received 
the Holy Ghost, we may depart from grace 
given, and fall into sin, and by the grace of 
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God, rise again to amenq our live·s. And, 
therefore, they are to be ·con<lemned, who 
say they can no more sin as long as they 
live here; o~ deny the place of forgivenes.s 
to such as truly repent. 

Lukcxix, ·42; Heb. iii, 7-13, 15; Psalms xcv. 
7, 11; Matt. xxiv. 12; Gal. v, 4, 7; Jol;m v, 14 ; 
1 John ii, 12; Eph. v; 14; 1 Kings viii, 46; E ccl. 
vii, 20; 1 John i, 8; James iii, 2, 8; Rev. ii, 5; 1 
John i, 9; Jer. iii, 22. 

XIII. OF SANCTIFICATION. ' 

Sa.nctification is that' renewal of our fallen 
natures by the Holy· Ghost, received through 
faith in Jesus Christ, ~hose blood of atone
ment cleans"eth from all sin; whereby we 
are not only delivered from the guilt of sin, 
but are washed from ·its pollution, saved 
from its power, and are enable.d,; througJ.i 
grace , to love Goel with all our hearts, and 
to walk in his holy commandments blaiue
less. 

Ezek. x'.'Cxvi, 2-5-29; Psalms cxx'.'C, 8; Deut. 
xxx. 6; i John iii, 8 ; Eph. v, 25, ·27; Rom. viii, 
3, 4; John xvii, 20-23; Epb. iii, 14; 1 Thess. v, 
23 ; Matt. v, 43; Luke i, 74, 75; 1 John iv, 17; 
Heb. ix, 13, 14; x, 18-22; 2 Peter i, 4; l John 
i, 7, 8; iii, 9; Jude Yerse 24; Eph. iv, 13; Col. 
iv, 12; 2 Tim. iii, 17; 1 Thess. iii, 10; 1 Peter v, 
10; lCor.vi,11; llc]:l.:K,14; lJohniv,17, 18j 
Phil. ii, 15. · 
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XIV. OF THE SACRAMENTS. 

Sacraments ordained ·of Christ are not 
only badges or tokens of christian men's 
profession, but they are certain signs of 
grace, and God's good will toward us, by 
which he doth work invisibly in us, and doth 
not only quicken, but also strengthen and 
confirm our faith in him. 

There are two Sacraments ordained of 
Chtist, our Lord, in the Gospel; that is to 
sao, Baptism and the Supper of the Lord. 

Matt. xxviii, 19; xxvi, 26-28; 1 Cor. xi, 23-
26; 1 Cor. x, 16; Rom. ii, 28, 29; iv, 11; Gal. iii, 
27; 2 Cor. v, 17; Mark xiv, 22 24. · 

XV. OF BAPTIS;c.I. 

Baptism,.~ not only a ·sign of profession, 
and mai:k of difference, whereby christians 
are distinguished from lilthers that are not 
baptized, but.is also a sign of regeneration 
or the. new birth. The baptism of young 
children is to be retained in the church . 

. 1 Cor. xii, 13; Gal. iii, 27, 28; Col. ii, 11, 12; 
Titus iii, 5; Acts ii, 38; viii, 12, 36-39; xx.ii, 16; 
ii, 41; Matt. iii, 13-17; Acts xvi, 33; Num. viii, 
7; Bzck. xxxvi, 25; Mai·k xvi, 16; John iv, 1, 
2; Acts ix, 18; xviii. 8; xix, 5. 
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XVI. OF THE LORD'S SUPPER. 

' The Supper of the Lord is not only a sign 
of the love that christians ought to have 
among themselves one to another, but rather 
it is a sacrament of our redemption by 
Christ's death; insomuch that, to such as 
rightly, worthily, and with fai.th receive the 
same, it is made a medium · through which 
God doth communicate grace to the heart. 

1 Cor. xi, 26, 28; Luke x;xii, 19, 20; 1 Cor. v, 
7, 8; x, 3, 4, 16; John vi 53, 56. 

XVII. OF THE ONE OBLATION OF CHRIST 

FINISHED UPON THE , CROSS. 

The offering of Christ, once made, is that 
perfect redemption . and propitiation for all 
the sins of the whole · world, both original 
and actual ; and there is none other satis
faction for sin but that alone. Wherefore, 
to expect salvation on the ground of our 
own works, or by suffering the pains our 
sins deserve, either in the present or future 
state, is derogatory to Christ's offering for 
us, and a dangerous deceit. 

Rom.v,8,11; viii,34; Heb. ix, 11-15,24-28; 
Acts iv, 12; Heb. x, 14; Heb. vii, 23, 27. 
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XVlll. OF THE RITES .AND CEREMO:!\"'IES OF 

CHURCHES. 

It is not necessary that rites and ceremo
nies should in all places be the same, or 
exactly alike, for they have alw!lys been dif
ferent, and may be chang~d according to 
the diversity Of countries, times, and men's 
manners, so that nothing be ordained against 
God's word. 

Every particular Church may ordain, 
change, or abolish rites and ceremonies, so 
that all things may be done to edification. 

John xviii, 36 ; Rom. xiv, 4, 17; Acts xv. 10; 
Gal. v, 1, 13; 1 Peter, ii, 16 ! 1 Cor. i, 10; xii, 25; 
Rom. xiv, 1, 15, 21; 2 Thess. iii, 6, 14; Romans 
xiv, 5; 1 Cor. xiv, 26; 1 Tim. i, 4, 6. 

XIX. OF THE RESURRECTION OF 'THE DE.AD. 

There will be a general resurrection. of 
the dead, both of the just and the unjust, at 
which time the souls and bodies of men will 
be re-united to receive together a just retri
bution for the deeds done in the body in this 
life_• 

Job xix, 25-27; Psalms xvi, 9, 10; Dan. xii, 
2; Matt. xxii, 3C-32; Luke xiv, 14; Acts xxiii, 
6; xxiv, 21; Rom.'viii, 11; 1 Cor. vi.14; chap.xv; 
2 Cor. iv,14; v, 1-3; 1 Thess. iv, 14, 15-17; Rev. 
xx,6. 
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=· OF THE GENERAL .JUDGMENT. 

There will be a general judgment at the 
end of the world, when God will jµdge all 
men l;y Jesus Christ, and receive , the right
eous into his J:leavenly kingdom, . where. they 
sh~ll be fore\'er sec~re and happy; and ad
judge the w'ick~d to everlasting punishment, 
suited to the dem~rit of their sins . 

Acts xxiv, 25; Heb. vi, 2; ix, 27; Acts xvii, 
31; ~om. ii, 2, 121 ~6; Rev. xx, p, 12; Eccl. xi, 
9; xu, 14; ~om. xiv. 12. 

• r 

SE. C T T·O N I I I . 
THE NATURE, DESIGN AND GEN

ERAL RULES OF OUR UNITED 
CHURCHES. 
1. In the latter end of the yea~ 1739. 

eight or ten persons came to Mr. Wesley, 
in London, who appeared to be deeply eo~
vinced of sin, and earnestly groaning for 
redemption. Tliey desired (as did two or 
three more · tl,ie · next day) : that he would 
spend some time with theni iri prayer, an~ 



AND GENERAL RULES. 21 

-a'.dvise them how to · flee from the 'wrath to 
come, whi.ch they saw continually hangill'g 
over their heads. That he might have more 
time for this grht work, he appointed a day 
when they might all come together ; which 
from thenceforward they did every . week, 
namely, on Thursday. in the evening-. To 
thesl', and as many more as desired to join 
with them, (for their number increased 
daily) he gave those advic3s from · time to 
time which he judged most needful for them j 
and they always concluded their meeting 
with prayer' suited to their seve1·al necessi
ties. 

2. This was the rise of the W eslcyan Socie
ties in Europe, then of the Wesleyan Meth
odist Churches of America ; such Churches 
.are no other than companies of persons hav
ing the form and seeking the power of god
liness,--united in order to pray together, to 
receive the 'word of exhortation, and to 
watch over one another in love, that they 
may help each other to work out their sal
vation . 

3.' That it may the more easily be dis~ 
cerned whethe?: they are indeed working 
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out their own salvation, each church is divi
ded .i,nto smaller companies; called Classes, 
according to, their respective places of abode. 
In ordinary cases there slfould be about 

. twelve or, fifteen members in a class, one of 
whomJs styled the leader, whose duty it is 
to hold with them a weekly meeting, to in
quire how their souls prosper, and to ad.vise, 
reprove and exhort, as occasion may require. 

4. There is only one condition previously 
required of those who desire admission as 
probationers with these churches, " a desire 
to flee from the wrath to come, and to be 
saved from their sins." But wherever this 
is really fixed in the soul, it. will be shown 
by its fruits. It is furthermore expected of 
those who are admitted to our churches, 
that they should continue to evidence their. 
desire of salvation, 
, First, by doing no harm, by avoiding evil · 
of every kind, especially that which is mos~ 
generally practiced : ·such as 

The taking of the name of God in vain. 
The profaning the day of the Lord, either 

by doing ordinary work th(lrein, or by bny
ing or selling. 
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Drunkenness, or the manufacturing, buy
rng, selling, or using intoxicating liquors 
unless for mechanical, chemical, or medicinal 
purposes ; or in any way intentionally and 
knowingiy, aiding others so to do. 

The buying or selling of men, women or 
children, with an intention to enslave them ; 
or holding them as slaves; or claiming that 
it is right so to do. 

Fighting, quarrelling, brawling, brother 
going to law with brother; returning evil 
for evil ; or railing for railing ; the using 
many words in buying or selling. 

Uncharitable or unprofitable conversa
tion. 

Doing to others as we would not they 
should do unto us. 

Doing what we know is not for the glory 
of God; as 

The putting on of gold and costly appar
el. 

The taking of such diversions as cannot 
be used in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

The singing those songs, or reading those 
books, which do not tend to the knowledge 
or love of God. 
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. Softness or needless self-indulgence. 
Laying ·up treasure upon ea:i;th. · 

1 Borrowing without a probability of pay-: 
il)g; or takin.g up goods without a probabil
ity of paying for them. 
" 5. It is expected of all who· contincre in 
these Churches, that they should continue 
to evidence their desire for salvation. 

Secondly; By doing good,. by being in 
every kind merciful after- their power,. as 
they have opportunity, doing good of every 
l'ossible sort,, and, as far as possibl(J, to all 
men. 
_ To thei,r bodies, of the ability which God 
giveth, by giving food to the hungry, by 
clothing the :naki.ld, by .. :visiting or · helping 
them that are sick, or in pri~on. 

To·their souls, by. instructing, :reprciving, 
or exhorting all we have any intercourse 
with; trampljng under. foot tl;iat enthusiastic 
doctrine, that "we are not to do good un-
les,i! our h~arts be free to it.,, . 

By doipg ·g?od ~ ef\Pecial).y to. Uiem that are 
of the., household of faith, or groaning s.o to 
l,e ; employing them preferably to others,, 
buying one of another, helping each oiher 
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in business; and so much the more bocause 
the world will love its o"lvu, :rn<:l them only. 

B,- all pllssiLle diligence and frugality, 
teat the Gospel be not blamed. By r(mnihg 
with patience tl;e race which i• set before 

• them; denying the:JJSct'>es, antl taking op 
their cross dail; ~ submitting to bear the 
rnproach of Chri,,, to be as the filth and 
offscouring of the world; an<l looking that 
:i;nen should say all manner of t:vil of them 
falsely for the L1r•il's s!lkc. 

6. It is expP~.cd of all wbo <le:sire to 
continue in these t"Uurcl;es, that they shouhl 
"ontinue to cvidca.:u their de,:re for s~.lva
tion. 

Thirdly ; by attending upon all the orl:
nances of God: such arc, 

The public worship of 'God: 
The ministry o' t4e worrl, either read or 

• expounded: 
The Supper of tl:e Lord: 
Fa.:mily and pr:v1te prayer. 
$earcbing th': ··~;ptu1~e, and 
F,.sting @r ab<+ ::.!HCC. 

7. These ::ire tl• ,'General n<.Ies of ou.r 
Churches; n,ll of "·hich we arc· tanght of 
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God to observe, even in his written word, 
which is the only rule, and the sufficient rule 
both of our faith and practice, And all 
these we know his spirit writes on truly 
awakened hearts. If there be any among 
us who observe them not, who habitually 
break any of them, let it be known unto 
them who watch over that soul, as they who 
must give an account. We will admonish 
him of the error of his ways. We wi.11 bear 
with him for a season . But if then he re· 
pent not, he hath no more place among us. 
\Ve have delivered·our own souls. 

SECTION lV. 
ON THE CONSTITUTION, RECEP

TION, AND POWERS OF CHURCH
ES. 

1. Any number of believers in Jes us 
Christ, united as a religious society on gos
pel principles, for the maintenance of chris· 
tian fellowship and worship, constitute a 
Christian Church. 
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2 . .Any such Society conformiQg to our 
Book of Discipline and means of grace, on 
application to the Preoident of a Yearly 
Conference, or to the nearest quarterly con
ference or to any elder having charge shall 
be recognized as a Wesleyan Methodist 
Church. 

3. We recommend that Churches, when 
their number and circumstances require it, 
be divided into classes. 

4. It is recommended that Churches hold 
monthly meetings for the transaction of busi
ness ;. but meetings may be called for that 
purpose at any time by the Pastor or any 
three members, due notice being given 
thereof. 

5. The churches may admit persons to a 
probationary relation, and determine the 
privileges and duties that may in their judg
ment lead them to salvation by the remission 
of sin~. They shall also have power to re
ceive members on confession of faith who 
have been baptized, or on certificate, or 
other satisfactory evidence that they have 
been baptized members, in good standing 
in any other Christian Church, provided 
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that they ;,i.re satisfied with the christian ex
perience of the candidate; but no church 
s:!:!all be compelled to receive members on 
certificate, from any source. 

6. lt shall the duty of all our Chnrches 
to hear and try complaints, :;ind to exp!ll 
unworthy members, according to our Judi
ciary Rules. 

7. When objections are mged against 
the reception of a member, it shall require 
a vote of three-fourths of those present to 
reciiive, qut a majority shall be sufficient to 
expel. 

1 
We recommend to the cb,mches the fol

lowing form of receivine members: 
After the pastor and committee hav.e ex

amined the candidates in regard to articles 
of faith and practice,,if approved, the per
sons shall be called before the whole church 
and addressed as.follows :, 

BELOVED FRIENDS :-The influence of the 
act you now perform, will be as lasting as 
rour existence . T4c vows you have made 
in secret you are now in public to confi $3 
and ratify. In the presence of these wit
nesses, of angt:fs , and of H im whose eye 
searcheth the heart, you come, openly ano. 



REC:CIYING CHURCHES. 29 

solemnly, to confess Christ before men; to 
. devote yourselves to his service, to take 
vows upon you and to ent~r into the commu
nion of His visible ehurch . This scer:e 1vill 
often vividly recur to you, both in this life 
and in that which is to come. Relying, 
therefore, on the grace ' of God, you conse
crate yonrselves wholly and unreservedly 
to Christ, and trust in him for grace and 
strength to perform your vows. 

The following questions will then be pro-
pounded: . . 

QuEs . 1. Have you carefully examined 
our articles of faith and church polity? 

Qi,rns. 2. Do you cordially accept them 
as the exponent of your faith and rulti of 
conduct? 

Here the church will vote on the recep
tion of the candidates. 

COVENANT. 

You solemnly, severally, avouch the Lonn 
JEHOVAH, FATHER, SoN, and HOLY GnOST, 
to be your Goel, the object of your supreme 
affections and your portion f:;rever. Yon 
cordially' accept the Lord Jes us Christ to be 
your Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit your 
Sanctifier, Comforter and Guide. 

You cheerfully devote yourselves to God 
in the everlasting covenant of His grace, 
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consecrating all your powers and faculties 
to His service and glory. And you promise 
that you will cleave to Him as your chief 
good; that you will give diligent attention 
to His word and ordinances ; that you will 
seek the honor anjl advancement of H is 
kingdom, and that henceforth, denying all 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, you will live 
soberly, righteously and godly in this pres
ent world. 

You do also cordially join yourselves to 
this church, and engage to submit to all its 
rules of government, to seek earnestly its 
peace, purity and edification, and to walk 
with all its members in charity and faithful
ness,~n meekness and sobriety. Do you 
thus freely and solemnly devote yourselves 
to be the Lord's? 

Those uniting on certificate from other 
churches will here arise. 

COVENANT FOR THOSE UNITING ON CERTIFI

CATE. 

BELOVED FRIENDS :-In transferring your 
covenant relation to this branch of the 
church of Christ, you again renew your 
vows of church fellowship. Relying upon 
the grace of God, you promise to walk in 
all his commandments and ordinances, and 
to seek His service as your highest joy.
you promise to submit to the rules and dis
cipline of this church ; t'.) strive earnestly 
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for its peace, purity and prosperity, and to 
walk with all its members in love and Chris

. tian fidelity. Do you thus renewedly, freely 
and solemnly devote yourselves to be the 
Lord's? · 

Members of the church here arise. 
RESPONSE OF THE CHURCIT. 

We, the members of this church, do cor
dially receive you as brethren and sisters 
beloved to our communion and fellowship, 
and promise to walk with you in love, anti 
to watch over you, to instruct, counsel, ad
monish and cherish you, with alllong-suf· 
fering , gentleness and love. 

[Here the .pastor, in name of the church, 
will give the right hand of fellowship.] 

P. S. In the absence of the pastor, an 
officer of the church should be designated 
to officiate, and give the right hand of fel
lowship. 

9. Each church shall have a book of rec
ords, kept by a clerk appointed by the 
Church, in which all the names of the mem
bers shall be recorded-the time when re
ceived, and whether by letter or on profes
sion of faith; also all withdrawals, dismis
sions, expulsions and deaths occurring du
ring each Conference year ; also a record 
of all baptisms. 
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SECTION y . 
• JUDICIARY RULES . 

1. A Church, when it shall judge it expe
die~t, may appoint a Judicial Committee, of 
not less than six persons, who shall remain 
in ofrlce one year, unless displaeed by ~he 
Church . This committee shall be a stand
ing court to hear :tl! complaints, and to try 
.i1 charges against any lay member of the 
church; provided that the church shall have 
power to refer any case to a special com
mittee, of males or females, as they shall 
deem it best to secure the ends of truth and 
justice. 

The Pastor shall be the chairman of the 
Judicial Committee; but when the pastor 
slrall be the plaintiff, or when the church 
shall have no. pastor, it may appoint some 
other person to preside ; and in case of it~ 
neglecting so to do, the committee shall ap
point its own chairman . 

2. :For personal offences, sinful tempers 
or words, or neglect of duties, our Lord's 
directions , in ~Iatt . xviii, 15-17, shall be 
followed; a11d in case the person aggrieved 
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sh:Lll report the alleged offence, before these 
previous steps shall have been taken, he 
shall be deemed guilty of evil speaking, and 
without amendment he shall be brought te> 
trial on a charge for this offence. But for 
public offences such as holding and propa.
gating heretical doctrines, flagrant disobe
dience to the Order and discipline of the 
church, and for open immoralities, the par
ties so offending may be proceeded agains . 
withou_t previous labor. 

3: In all cases of trial, a bill shall be. 
made out, setting forth the charge, or char
ges, with the specifications in writing, and a 
copy of the same shall be served upon the 
accused by the Chai.rman of the Court, Oi' 

complainant, allowing the accused a reason
able time to prepare for trial, which shall 
not be less than six days. 

4. A complaint agai~st :my lay membei
of the church shall be presented to the pas
tor; bu.t if there be. p.o pastor, or if he neg
lect to attend to the complaint, the charges 
shall be presented to thejudieial committee, 
and if there be no standing judicial commit
tee, the charges shall be presented to the 



34 GENERAL CONFERENCE. 

Church at one of its meetings, and the 
Church .may proceed to try the complaint, 
or refer it for trial to a special committee. 
which it .may appoint for that purpose.
And in all cases of conviction before a com
mittee, an appeal shall be allowed to the 
Church, whose decision .shall be final. 

5. A complaint against an Elder shall be 
¥.esented to ' the nearest elder in charge, 
who shall cite the accused to appear be
fore a committee which he shall select, con
sisting of at least three elders, and an equal 
number of laymen. Said committee, with 
the Elder calling the same for its .. chairman, 
shall constitute a court for the trial of the 
complaint, with power to acquit, censure, or 
suspend until the next session of the Yearly 
Conference, whose decision shall be final. 
The Yearly Conference shall also have orig
inal jurisdiction, and may proceed to try any 
complaint against an Elder, provided thatin 
their jurlgment sufficient notice shall have 
been given the accused, and sufficient time 
allowed him to prepare for trial ; or they 
may refer the complaint to a committee .vhich 
they may appoint as above, to br. tried during 
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their session, or after their adjournment, as 
they shall direct; or they may dismiss the 
complaint, to be presented and tried as first 
provided for in this rule. 

6~ A complaint against a licentiate-that 
is, a preacher who is not ordained-shall be 
presented and triedin all respects, as provided 
in the above rule for the trial of an Elder, 
with the exception, that the committee mar 
be composed of licentiates and laymen, and 
the appeal shall be to the next session of tJ:ie 
Quarterly Conference, whose decision shall 
be final; and provided also, that the Quar
terly Conference shall have the same original 
jurisdiction for the trial of licentiates, as i! 
there conferred on the Yearly Conferences 
for the trial of Elders . 

7. Charges against an offending church 
shall be presented to the nearest Elder in 
charge, not pastor of the accused church, 
and he shall call a committee, the same as in 
case of a complaint against an Elder,which 
committee shall meet at the place where the 
accused church usually worships, or in its 
vicinity, and shall constitute a court for the 
trial of the complaint, before whom the 
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dm1·ch, by its rcprcseutatiYE'S shall appecr. 
If the commiUcc jLtdge the church to be 
g-q]ty of having violatccl any of the Elemen
tary Principles, or Gener::d Rules, they shall 
:m declare; rind if the church shall not give 
satisfaction by eorreeling the evil, the case 
5Jmll be r··esente<l at the next session of the 
Yearly Conferencn, whose <lrcision Bhall be 
#'inal. If the Yearly Conference, judge tht• 
eicurch gnilty they shall with1lraw fellow:;hip 
il;,>!ti the s2.me, a,nr~ no ininisie'r o~ licentiat't! 
o~ ou::: Co;mectit.n dnll become their pastor, 
nntil :by ~Lall 1.w.n! repented and reforme<l. 

8. Ii: Pase of any <lispute about the non-
,\yment of debts, o;: the settlement of ~c

counts, the proceeding'fl shall be the same as 
m all other cn.ses, with the ex(;eption that 
the verdict s!.all be a simple declaration of 
what is judgetl to be right between the par
ties. If either-party shall refuse to c~mply 
with si:.ch docis:on, or 8h:ll! enter into a suit 
:.t law against :my men:ber of the chureh,-
unless the case justify such a measure,-be
fo:-e the~e ~tu pc suall have been tn.ken, si:.ch 
1 rty sba~l be i:ut cfi from fdlows!lip, on 
conviction of the fact before tl:c p~opcr 
court. 
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9. All trials shall be public when the ac
cused 'party shall demand it; who shall also 
have the right of objecting to any member 
of the court, and the remaining membe1 s 
shall allow or overrule the objection : they 
shall likewise be allowed the assistance of 
anv minister or member of the w esleyan 
Connection, as counsel, and the court may 
allow or exclude other counsel, at its dis
cretion; of introducing witnesses, and of 
cross-examining those introduced by the 
plaintiff, and of making his defence without 
interi;uption. 

10. The proceedings in all trials shall be 
taken down by a secretary, appointed by 
the court, who shall furnish a copy of the 
decision when demanded by either party ; 
and ,on an appeal, the minutes of the court 
below shall be read in evidence, and any 
new proof touching the same fa-cts sh\il be 
heard but no new charges or allegations in
troduced. 

2 
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SECTION VI 
OF THE GKNERAL CO:NFERENCB. 

1. The General Conference shall be com
posed of an eqnal nun\ber of Elders and lay
men, to to be elected by the several Yearly 
Conferences, an<l it shall require two-thirds 
of all the delegates who shall attend and be 
enrolled, to constitute a quorum . 

2 Each Yearly Conference shall be entit
led to send one Elder and one laymen, for 
every five hundred church members within 
its limits, provided that no Conference shall 
be deprived of one ministerial and one lay 
delegate. 

3 The delegaks to the General Confer
ence shall be elected during the session of 
each Ye:irly C011forencc, next preceding 
the General Conference, on joint ballot, b~· 
<in electoral college, which shall be conl
pose,of all the members of the Yearly Con
fe ence, and one unstationcd minister from 
each circuit or station where snch minister 
may reside, who shall be elected by the un
stationed ministers of said circuit or station, 
at the Quarterly meeting next p>'eceding tlic 
Yearly Conference, and one layman for ca<'h 
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nnstationed minister so provided fur, to be 
elected as other lay delegat~s arc. Provid
ed, that where there is but one uustationed 
minister on a circuit or station, he shall be 
a member of the electoral college. 

Each lay representative to the General 
Conference, shall be a member of the church 
at the time of his election. And all Elders, 
stationed or unstationed, shall be eligible to 
election to the General Conference as minis
terial delegates. 

4. The General Conference shall meet on 
the first Wednesday of October, in the year 
of our Lord 1867, and thereafter on the first 
"Wednesday of Ooctober, quadrennially, at 
such place as it shall from time to time se
lect, by a majority of votes . 

5. Any yearly Conference may propose a 
special General Conference at any time, to 
be held at the place selected for the next 
regular General Confcren<.:c; and so soon 
as thlc President of the Yearly Conference 
first making the proposition, shall be offi
cial!.v informed that it has bc"n approved b~· 
two-thirds of the Yearly Conferences, he 
shall issue a call for the same, and it sh~ll 
lie held accordingly. 
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6. The General Conference shall elect by 
ballot a President and two vice Presidents, 

' of whom, at least one shall ho .a laymen; 
and a Secretary. 

'7. The ministers and laymen shall delib
erate i.n the General Conference as one 
body, but upon the final vote on any ques
tion, on a call of one-fourth of the members, 
the house shall divide, and the ·ministers and 
layman shall vote separately; and it shall 
require a majority of both branches fo con
stitute a vote of the Conference. 

8. The General Conference shall deter
mine the number and boundaries of the 
Yearly Conferences. 

9. The General Conference shall have 
power to make rules for the whole Connec
tion; prnvided that they shall not contra
vene the maintenance of an Itinerant Minis
try. Lay Delegation, any of the Elementary 
Principles, the Articles of Religion, or the 
General Rules; nor shall they make any 
<liHtiuctions, i~ the rights and privileges of 
our ministers and members, on account of 
ancestry or color; nor shall they constitute 
any courts for the trial of members or min-
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i:sters, except the particular churches or 
eonferences to which they may belong. 

Nevertheless, upon tbe concurrent rec
ommendation of two-thirds of the members 
of the several Yearly Conferences, who 
sI1al! vote on the question, then the next 
General Conference shall have power to 
make ·such alterations as have beei1 thus 
specifically recommended ; anrl also, when
ever such alteration or alterations shall have 
been first recommended by the General 
Conference, so soon as two thirds of the 
members of all the Annual Conferences shall 
have concurred as. aforesaid, such alteration 
or alterations shall take effect. 

SECTION VII . 
OF THE YEARLY CONFERENCES. 

1. The Yearly Conferences shall be com
posed of all the Elders on the stationed and 
superannuated lists, and of as many laymen 
from each pastoral charge, as there are min
isterial members of Confe.rence residing on 
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such charge not sustaining a pastoral rela
tion to any other charge, and licentiates 
recommend ed for Elders orders, to be 
plal'ed upon the stationed list ; provided 
that no charge recognized by the conference 
shall be deprived of one by delegate . 

U nstationed ministers shall have a seat in 
the Yearly Conference~, as honorary mem
bers, with a right to speak on all questions, 
but not to vote . 

2. The lay delegates to the Yearly Con
ferences shall be rlecte<l by ballot, by a 
majority of all the members of the church or 
churches constituti ng the pastoral charge, 
who shall attend and vote. 

The election shall be held within tbrct; 
~non tbs of the Yearly Conference, and when 
the charge consists of more than one church, 
it shall be held at the time and place of tl,ie 
fourth quarterly meeting. 

3 . The Conference shall elect a President 
by ballot who shall be an Elder. They 
shall :ilso elect a Secretary, who shall record 
the proceedings in a book to he kept for 
such purpose. 

The Conference shall also appoint a com-
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mittee of five, whose duty it shall be to ap
point a President in case the office be vaca
ted by death, resignatio!l or otherwise . 

4. The Yearly Conferences shall have 
power to elect suitable persons to the office 
of Elders, who shall be recommenced by the 
quarterly conference or church of which they 
are members, when such church constitute& 
the pastoral charge; after they shall by ex
amination be satisfied that the candidates 
possess such literary attainments, christian 
·experience, and ministerial gifts, as qualify 
them for the office and work of an Elder. 
Provided that the candidates shall have been 
licentiates at least two years, and have been 
examined upon the course of study adopted 
by the Yearly Conference. And they shall 
inquire into the mini sterial character and 
usefulness of each member. 

5. The Yearly Conferences shall have 
power: to employ licentiates in· the r!!gular 
work; and when they are so employed, 
their names shall be entered upon the sta
tioned list. Provided, that no licentiate 
shall be so employed, without first being 
recommended by the Quarterly Conference 
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or church, of which he is a member, when 
such church constitutes the pastoral charge. 

6. The Yearly Conferences shall take 
charge of all the ministers and churches 
within their bounds shall have power to re
turn to the unstationed list all unemployed 
Elders who shall have remained such for two 
years, may fix the boundaries of the circuits 
and stations, and exercise a general super
vision over the pastoral relation subsisting 
between them, in the following manner and 
to the following extent. 

(1.) All ministers and churches shall be 
at liberty to contract the pastoral relation 
at any time during the intervals of the Year
ly Conferences, provided that no arrange
ment which received the sanction of a 
conference at its pre~ious session, shall be 
interrupted without the consent of the Pres

ident. 
(2~) All · ministers and licentiates who 

are laborig under the direction of the confer
ence, shall be at liberty to enter into engage
ments to serve any church or churches, for 
one year from the next session of the confer
ence ; and it shall be the duty of all ministers, 
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licentiates, and churches, having entered in
to such engagements, to report the same to 
the conference, at its session .. 

(3.) The Conference shall not interfere 
with such engagements, except for justifia
ble cause, growing out of the fault of one or 
both of the parties. 

( 4.) When ministers and church.is make 
no such arrangement, it shall be the duty of 
the Conference to appoint the ministers and 
licentiates not engaged, to the unoccupied 
churches, for the ensuing year, so far as in 
their judgment such appointments can be ju
diciously made; provided that no such ap
pointment shall be made contrary to the ex
pressed wishes of the minister or licentiate 
to be appointed, and of the pastoral charge, 
or its representative, to which such appoint
ment is to be made: And provided, also, 
that no minister and licentiate shall be ap
pointed to the same charge for more than 
three years successively. Neverthele.ss, tpe 
Yearly Conference shall have power to Bus

pend this last provision. 
(5.) Each Yearly Conference shall at an 

early stage of its annual session, appoint a 
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committee of three mini ~ters and three lay
men, to be called a committee on Pastoral 
Relations, of which the President of the 
Conference shall be chairman. To this 
committee shall be referred the whole sub
ject of the arrangements entered into be
tween ministers and churches , and the ap
pointments to be made; and they shall 
examine into the arrangements, and appoint · 
the unemployed ministers to the va')ant 
charges, ~nd report the list entire to the 
Conference, accorcling to their best judg
ment; and the Conference shall have power 
to adopt it as reported, or to amend it, pro
vided that arrangements previously entered 
into shall not be disturbed, except for justifia
ble cause as provided for above . 

7. The Yearly Conferences shall have 
power to adopt such rules as they shall 
judge necessary to promote their own inter
ests and prosperity, provided they shall not 
contravene any disc·iplinary regulation es
tablished hy the Genera1 Conference. 

If any three members of such yearly con
ference shall take exception to its action on 
the ground that it violates this restriction, it 
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shall be entered on the J ournalP, and it, or a 
true copy of the action complained of, shall 
be sent up to the next General Confere:i;ice 
for review. 

8. In transacting the business of the Con
ferences, the ministers and laymen shall de
liberate as one body; but on the final pas
sage of any bill, rule, or regulation, at the . 
call of one-fourth, the house shall divide; 
and the ministers and laymen ·shall vote 
separately; and it shall require a majority 
of both branches to constitute a vote of the 
Conference. 

9. It shall be the duty of the Yearly Con
ferences to obtain answers to the following 
questions, so far as in their power, and the· 
Secretary shall furnish the Book Agent with · 
a copy of the same, that they Il)ay be pub
lished in tbe min U.tes. 

1. Who of the Elders are on the station
ed list? 

2. Who have retired to the unstationed 
list? 

3. What licentiates are on the stationed 
list? 

4. Who are on the reserve list? 
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5. Who are the superannuated Elders? 
6. Who have been deposed this year? 
7. Who l:ave withdrawn from the Confer

ence this .year? 
8. Who have joined the Conference this 

year? 
9. Wbo ha Te died this year? 
10. What has been contributed on the 

several circuits and stations for the support of 
preaching on the same, and for the support 
of missions ? 

11. 'Vl)at numbers are in Connection? 
12. How many Sunday Schools, Superin

tendents, Teachers and Scholars are there 
connected with the several circuits and sta
tions? 

13. When and where shali our next Con-
ference be held? 

14. How is the work supplie.d this year? 

SECTION VIII 
QUARTERLY CONFERENCES. 

1. There shall be a Quarterly Conference 
on each pastoral charge, composed of all the 
Elders, Licentiates, Exhorters, Church 
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·clerks, Stewards, Leaders, Trustees, and 
Superintendents of Sabbath Sch-Ools ; pro
vided such Trustees and Superintendents are 
members of some church on the charge, ex
cept in those" cases where the charge con
sists of a single church which is in the habit 
of doing its business in regular monthly 
meetings. 
· 2. The Quarterly Conference shall hold 

four regular sessions each conference year, 
at such time and place as it shall determine ; 
provided that special sessions may be called 
by the pastor, or by any three members, by 
giving due notice of the same. 

3. The pastor shall be President of the 
Quarterly Conference, provided that the 
Conference shall have power by vo¥ to ap
point some other member of the Conference 
to preside, whenever they shall judge it 
best. 

4. The Conference shall appoint a Secre
tary who shall keep a faithful record of its 
proceedings. 

5. The Quarterly Conference shall have 
power to grant licenses to preach and ex
hort, provided that no person shall be licen-
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sed without firs~ procuring a recommen
dation from the church of which he is a 
member. 

To those who profess to be moved by the I: 
Holy Gho~t to preach, let the following 
questions be asked, viz: Do they know God 
as a pardoning God? Have they the love 
of God abiding in them! Do they desire 
nothing but God ? And are they holy in dl 
manner of conversation? 

Have they gifts (as well as grace) for the 
work? Have they (in some tolerable de
gree) a clear, sound understanding, a right 
judgment in the things of God, a just concep_ 
tion of salvation by faith? And has God 
given them a good degree of utterance? Do 
they sp~k justly, readily and clearly? 

Have they fruit? Are auy truly convinced 
of sin, and converted to God, by their la
bors? 

As long as these three marks concur in 
any one, we believe he is called of God to 
preach. These we receive as sufficient proof 
that he is moved by the Holy Ghost. 

The Conference shall also have power to 
recommend suitable licentiates to the Yearly 

---
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Conference, to be employe'd under its direc
tion. Provided they shall have passed an 
examination satisfactory to the Quarterly 
Conference on English Grammar, Arith
metic, Geography and Natural Philosophy 
and also to recommend suitable persons for 
elder's orders. 

The Conference shall have power to in
quire into the character and usefulness of 
the licentiates and exhorters, to admonish 
them, and to take away their licenses, or to 
renew them each year, when they judge their 
gifts and usefulness justify a renewal; pro
vided that the taking away of a license shall 

• not be deemed to work a forfeiture of mem
bership in the Church, without a charge and 
conviction of crime, according to our judic
iary · rules. 

Provided also that when a regular month
ly church meeting is held as provided in 
paragraph one of this section, then all the 
business provided to be done by the Quar
terly Conference, may be done .by said 
church meeting. 
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SECTION IX. 
OFFICERS OF THE CONNECTION, 

MODE OF APPOINTING, AND 
THEIR DUTY. 

1. An Elder is a preacher of the Gospel, 
fully invested with all the functions of the 
christian ministry. 

An Elder is constituted by the election of 
a majority of a Yearly Conference, and by 
the laying on of the hands of some of the 
Elders and prayer. The President of the 
Conference to lead the service unless the 
conference order otherwise and appoint 
some one in his stead. 

It is the duty of an Elder to preach the 
Gospel, to administer Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper, to perform all parts of Di
vine Worship, and to solemnize the rite of 
Matrimony. 

An Elder may remove his membership 
from one Yearly Conference to another, by 
a letter from the President of his Confer
ence, certifying his good standing at the 
time, provided, such certificate shall be pre
sented to the Conference to which he re
moves. at its first session after his removal 
within its bounds. 
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2. A Preacher is one who is under a li
cen;e granted by a Quarterly Conference, 
commonly called a Licentiate. It is the .du
ty of preachers to preach the gospel. 

Any preacher may be employed under the 
direction of the Yearly Conference, in reg

. ulal' pastoral labors, when recommended by 
a Quarterly Meeting Conference. 

3. Tl;ie President of a Yearly Conference 
is elected by ballot, by a majority of votes 
from among the Elders, and holds his office 
one year. 

It is his duty to preside in the Conference 
as moderator ; decide all questions of law 
and order, subject to an appeal to the Con
ferenee ; 'preside in the committee on pas
toral rvlations, employ and cha~ge preach
ers ?l"ith the consent of the churches and

0 

preachers, and also receive ministers from 
other denominations during the intervals of 
Covfererce, suhject to the action of the en
sui1g Yearly Conference. The President 
sho.11 be amenable t<;> the Yearly Confer
elce for his official conduct. 

' · An evange)ist is an Elder . devoted to 
tr~eling and preaching the gospel, wit.bout 
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any specific pastoral charge. The Yearly 
Conferences may appoint Evangelist; to 
travel through their respective bounds, or 
such portions of them as they shall designate 
as thi;ir field of labor. 

5. A Pastor is an Elder or a Licentiate, 
who has charge of a particular church·, or a . 
number of churches connected as one pas
toral charge. 

Pastors should be Elders ; but licentiates 
may, in cases of necessity, sustain the rela
tion, and perform the work, except the ad
ministration of the sacraments and the sol
emnization of matrimony . It is desired 

' that licentiates should be employed as assis
tatns under the charge of an Elder. When 
two or more Elders sustain the pabtoral re
lation to the same charge as co-laborer., one 
shall be designated as the principal, lrho 
shall be respon~ible for the follo .ving. which 
are made the special duties of all pa~tolB: 

To meet the stewards and leaders as <:ften 
as necessdry. 

To hold love-feasts. 
To hold quarterly meetings. 
To take an exact account of the mem]e!:s 
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.in the church on his station or circuit, and 
the number of licentiates, and _ deliver in 
such account ·to the Yearly Conference, that 
their number may be printed in t~e Minutes. 

To see that public collections ·be made 
quarterly, ifneed be. . 

To encourage the support of Missions and 
Sunday Schools by forming societies and 
making collections for these objects, in such 
way and. manner as the Yearly Conference 
to which he belongs, shall from time to time 
direct. 

To report to the Yearly Conference the 
amount raised on his charge for the support 
of the Gospel, for Missions, and for other 
benevolent purposes. 

To take a regular catalogue of the mem
bers in towns and cities, as they live in the 
str~ts. 

To leave his successor a particular ac
count of the station, including an account of 
the subscribers f6r our periodicals. 

To enforce vigorouslv, but calmly, all the 
rules of the Connection. 

To inform all from time to time, that none 
are to remove from one church to another, 
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without a note of recommendation from the 
church, signed by the pastor, or clerk, in 
these words-" A. B., the bearer, is an ac
ceptable member of the Wesleyan Metho
dist Church in C., and being desirous of re
moving from this church is entitled to receive 
this ~ertificate of his (or her,) good stand
ing;" and to inform them that without such 
certificate they will not be received into the 
church in other places . Pro.vided that where 
it is impracticable to convene the church, a 
letter from the pastor, or clerk, will be con
sidered valid . 

To recommend that a fast bP. held in every 
church in his station or circuit, on the Fri
day preceding every quarterly meeting. 

The following are the directions given to 
all Elders and preachers, who arc engaged 
in the regular work, under the direction of 
the Yearly Conferences, 

(1.) Be diligent. Never be unemployed. 
Never b~ triflingly employed, Never trifle 
away time; neither spend any more time at 

i any place than is striotly necessary. 
(2.) Be serious. Let your motto be 

"Holiness to the Lord." Avoid all light
ness, jesting and foolish talking. 

•. · 
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(3.) Believe evil of no one without good 
evidence : unless you see it done, take heed 
how you credit it. Put the best construc
tion on every thing. You know the judge 
is always supposed to be on the prisoner's 
side. ' 

(4.) Speak evil of no one; because your 
word, especially, would eat as doth a canker. 
Keep your thoughts within your own breast 
till you come to the person concerllJ)d. 

(5.) Tell every one under your care what, 
you think wrong in his conduct and temper, 
and that lovingly and plainly as soon as may 
be ; else it will fester in your heart, Make: 
all haste to cast the fire out of your bosom. 

(6.) Avoid all affectation. A preacher 
of the Gospel is the servant of all. · 

(7.) Be ashamed of nothing but sin. _. 
(8.) Be punctual. Do everything exact

ly at the time. And do not mend .our rules, 
but keep them ; not for wrath, but con
science sake. 

(9.) You have nothing to do but to save 
souls; therefore spend and be spent in this 
work; and go always not only to those that. 
want you, but to those who want you most. 
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Observe ! it is not your business only to 
preach so many times, and to take care of 
this or that church, but to save as many as 
you can ; to bring as many sinners as you 
can to repentance, and with all your power 
to build them up in that holiness, without 
whi~h they cannot see the Lord. And re
member !--a Wesleyan preacher is to mind 
every point, great and small, in the Disci
pline! Therefore you will need to exercise 
all the grace and sense you have. 

6. An exhorter is a person licensed by 
the Quarterly Conference to hold prayer~ 
meetings, and to exhort the people wherev
er he can get hearers. 

7. Stewards. Each pastoral charge shall 
appoint not less than three, nor more than 
eleven Stewards, to be elected by the 
churches. Provided, that where a number 
of churches constitute a pastoral charge, the 
Quarterly Conferences shall determine how 
many each church shall have; so that no 
church shall be deprived of one Stewa.rd.-
The Stewards shall be a standing committee 
of ways and means, ancl. shall act as a com
mittee to agree with the pastor on the neces-
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sary amount for his support, and shall _report 
the same. if on a station, to the church by 
which they are appointed, or if on a circuit, 
to the Quarterly Conference for their sanc
tion ; they shall adopt all necessary meas
ures to rai~e funds for the support of the 
Gospel among them, and shall take charge 
of all such funds, and of all funds raised for 
the relief of the poor, and shall disburse the 
same under the direction of the church or 
Conference; and shall make a quarterly re
port of their doings, and of the financial 
condition of the charge. , 

They -shall make all necessary provision 
for the administration of the Lord's Supper, 
and for Love-feasts. 

They shall also designate one of their 
number as clerk, who shall keep a faithful 
record of their doings, which shall be enter
ed in a book provided for that purpose. 

8. Class-leaders shall be appointed by 
the classes, by a majority of votes, and may 
be changed as often as the class shall judge 
necessary. 

It shall be the duty of each class-leader 
to meet his class once in a week, in order to 
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instruct the members in the principles and 
duties of Christianity; to comfort them in 
affiictions ; to advise them in cases of diffi
culty, and to exhort them to diligence and 
perseverence in doing and suffering the 
whole will of God ; to receive what they are 
willing to give towards the support of the 
preachers, church, and poor. 

Each leader shall have the names of all 
the members of his class entered in a book 
or paper kept by him for the purpose, in 
which he shall note weekly the presence or 
absence of each member. 

It shall be the duty of each leader to at
tend the meeting of the leaders and stew
ards, and to represent the state of his class, 
to pay over to the stewards what he has re
ceived ; and to inform the preacher of any 
that are sick, ·or need a pastoral visit. 

It shall be the duty of each leader to visit 
the sick, and those members who frequently 
absent themselves from this means of grace; 
and to promote the spiritual, temporal, and 
eternal interests of those committed to his 
care. 

Class-leaders should occasionally meet 
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each others' classes, and also vary the exer
cises in those meetings, for the purpose of 
making them interesting lively and spirit
ual . 

It is recommended, whenever practicable, 
that no class exceed thirty in number, and 
that no class-meeting eontii1ue longer than 
oue hour. · 

It is expected that each member of the 
Church will be punctual in attending class 
weekly. 

SECT l ON - X . 
OF THE RECEPTION OF MINISTERS 

FROM OTHER DENOMINATIONS. 

Ministers of other evangelical churches, 
who may desire to unite with us, mi<y be re· 
ceived according to our usa~es, by giving 
satisfaction to a Yearly Conference of their 

· a.greemeut with us in do.ctrine, discipline, 
government and usages; provided the Con
ference is also satisfied with their gifts, 
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grace, and usefulness. Whenever any min
ister is received, he shall be furnished with 
a certificate, signed by the President, in the. 
following words, namely: 

" This to certify that ---, has been 
admitted by ---- Conference as a min
ister of the Wesleyan :Methodist Connection 
of America, he having been ordained a,c
cording to the usages of the Church of which 
he bas been a member and minister. 

" Given under my band and seal at--, 
this day of--, in the year of our Lord-." 

Preachers coming from other denomina
tions, in deacons' orders shall have a right 
to exercise the functions of that office, as 
understood by the church from which they 
are received, until a convenient opportunity 
~hall occur to be elected and ordained elder, 
provided it shall not extend beyond the 
third Yearly Conference. 

PreaehJ!rs '.:!f other denominations who are 
not in orders, ;nay be received as licentiates, 
provided they give satisfaction to a Quar
terly or Annual Conference, that they are 
suitable persons to exercise the office, and 
of their agreement with the doctrines, disci
pline, government and usages of our Church. 
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SECTION Xl . 
THE FORM AND MANNER OF OR

DAINING ELDERS. 

[When the day app·ciinted is come, there 
shall be a sermon or exhortation, declaring 
the duty and office of such as come to be 
admitted Elders.] 
Then their . names being read aloud, the 

President shall say unto the people: 
Brethren, these are they whom we pur

pose, God willing, this day to ordain elders: 
. For, after due examination, we find not to 
the contrary, but that they are lawfully cal
led to this function and ministry. and that 
they are persons meet for the same. But if 
there be any of you who knoweth any impe
diment or crime in any of them, for the 
which he ought not to be received into this 
holy ministry, let him come forth in the 
name of God, and show what the crime or 
impediment is . 

Then shall be said the Collect, Epistle and 
Gospel, as followeth : 

THE COLLECT. 

Almighty God, giver of all good things, 
who by thy Holy Spirit hast appointed eld-
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ers in thy church; mercifully behold these 
thy servants now called to this office, and 
replenish them so with the truth of thy doc
trine, and adorn them, with innocency of 
life, that both by word and good example 
they may faithfully serve thee in this office 
to the glory of thy name, and the edification 
of thy church, through the merits of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, who liveth and reign
eth with thee and the Holy Ghost, world 
without end. Amen . 

TIIE EPISTLE. Eph . iv. 7-13. 

Unto every one of us is given gmce ac
cording to the measure of the gift of Christ. 
·wherefore he saith, when he ascendeth up 
on high, be led captivity captive, and gave 
gitts unto men . (Now that he ascended, 
what is. it but that be also descended first 
into the lower parts of the earth? He that 
descended is the same also that ascended up 
far above all heavens, that be might fulfill 
all things.) And he gave some apostles, 
and some prophets, and some evangelists, 
and some pastors and teachers, for the per
fecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
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Christ, till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man, unto the mea~ure 
of the stature of the fullness of Christ. 

ST. JOHN, X. 1-16. 

Verily, v.erily, I say unto you, he that en
tereth not by the door into the sheep-fold, but 
elinibioth up some other way, the same is a 
thief and a robber. But he that entereth in 
by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To 
him the porter openeth, and the sheep hear 
his voice, and he calleth his own sheep by 
name, and leadeth them out. And ·when he 
putteth forth .his own sheep, he goeth before 
them, and the sheep follow him, for they 
know his voice. And a stranger will they 
not follow, but flee from him, for they know 
not the voice of ?trangers. This parable 
spake Jesus unto them,_:;but they understood 
not what things they were which he spake 
unto them. Then said Jesus unto them 
again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am 
the door of the sheep. All that e<ver oame 
before me are thieves and robbers; but the 
sheep did not hear them. I a1n the door; 
by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved; 
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and shall go in and out and find pasture. 
The thief cometh not but to steal, and to 
kill, and to destroy; I am come th11t they 
might have liie·, and that they might have 
it more abundantly. I am the good shep
herd ; the good shepherd giveth his life for 
1he sheep. But he that is a hireling, and 
not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are 
not, seeth the wolf con mg, and lea,·eth 
the sheep, and the wolf catc1ieth them, 
and scattereth them. The hireling fleeth 
because he is a hireling, and careth not for 
the sheep. I am the good shepherd, and 
know my sheep, and am known of mine. A{! 
the Father knoweth 1ne. even so know I the 
Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
And other sheep I have which are not'-of 
this fold; them also I must bring, and they 
shall hearrnyvoice, and there shall be one fold 
and one Shepherd, 

And that done, die President shall say unto 
them as hereafter followeth: 

You have heard, brethren , as well in your 
private exalJ!ination as in the exhortation 
which was now made to you, and in the holy 
lessons taken out of the Gospel , and the 
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writmgs of the apostles, of what dignity, 
and of what great importance this office is, 
whereunto ye are called. Ancl now again 
we exhort you in the name of our Lord Je
sus Christ, that you have in remembrance 
into how high a dignity, and to how wei[ih
ty an office ye are called: that is to 'say, to 
be messengers, watchmen and stewards of 
the Lord ; to teach and to premonish: to 
feed and provide for the Lotd's Family; to 
seek for Christ's she<'p that are dispersed 
abroad, and for his children who are in the 
midst of this evil world, that the;;.· may be 
saved through Christ forever. 

Have always, therefore, printed in your 
remembrance, how great a treasure is com
mitted to your charge; for they are the 
sheep of Christ, which he bought with his 
death, and for whom b~ shed his blood. The 
church and congregation whom you must 
serve, it is bis spouse and his body. And if 
it shall happen the same church, or any 
member thereof do take any hurt or hind
rance by reasr-n of your negligence, ye kno'v 
the greatness of the fault, and also the hor
rible punishment that will er.sue. 'Vhere-
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fore, consider with yourselves the end of 
the ministry toward the children of God, 
toward the spouse and body of Christ; and 
see that you never cease your labor, your 
care and diligence, until you have done all 
that lie th in you, according to your bounden 
duty, to bring all such as are, or shall be 
committed to your charge, unto that agree
ment in the faith and knowledge of God, 
and to that ripeness and perfectness of age 
in Christ, that there be no place left among 
you, either for error in religion or for vic
iousness in life. 

Forasmuch then, as your office is both of 
so great excellency' and nf so great difficul
ty, ye see. with how great care and study ye 
ought to apply yourselves, as well that ye 
may show yourselves dutiful and thankful 
unto that Lord who hath placed you in so 
high a ~ignity, as also to beware that nei· 
ther you yourselves offend . Howbeit, ye 
cannot have a mind and will thereto of your
selves; for that will and ability is given of 
God alone; therefore ye ought and have 
need to pray earnestly for his Holy Spirit. 
And seeing that ye cannot by any other 
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means compass the doing of so weigbty a 
work pertaining to the salvation of man, but 
with doctrine and exhortation taken out of 
the Holy Scriptures, and with a life agreea~ 
ble to the · same ; consider how studious ye 
ought to he in reading and learning the 
Scriptures, and in framing the manners both 
of yourselves and of them that specially per
tain unto you, according to the rule of the 
same Scriptures; and for this self-same 
cause, how ye ought to forsake and set aside 
(as much as ye may) all worldly cares and 
studies. 

We have good hope that you have all 
weighed and pondered these things with 
yourselves long before this time ; and that 
you have clearly determined by God's grace, 
to give yourselves wholly to this office, 
whereunto it hath pleased God to call you; 
so that, as much as lietb in you, you will ap
ply yourselves wholly to this one thing, and 
draw all your cares and studies this way, 
and that you will continually pray to God 
the Father, by the mediation of our only . 
Savior Jesus Christ, for the heavenly assist
ance of the Holy Ghost; that by daily read-
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ing and weighing of the Scriptures, ye may 
wax riper and stronger in your ministry; 
and that ye ,may so endeavor yourselves, 
from time to time, to sanctify the lives of 
you and yours, and to fashion them after 
the rule and doctrine ~f Christ, that ye may 
be wholesome and godly examples, and pat-
terns for the people to follow . · 

.And now that this present congregation 
of Christ here assembled, may also under
stand your minds and wills in these things, 
and that this your promise may the more 
move you to do your duties, ye shall answer 
plainly to these things which we, in the 
name of God and his church, shall demand 
of you touching the same. 

Do you think in your heart that you are 
truly called, according to the will of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to the office and work of 
Elders? 

Ans. I think so. 

The President . Are ·you persuaded that 
the Holy Scriptures contain sufficiently all 
doctrine required of necessity for eternal 
salvation through faith in Jesus Christ? 
.And . are you determined out of the sai:l 
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Scriptures to instruct the people committed 
to your charge, and to teach nothing as re
quired of necessity to eternal salvation, but 
that which you shall be persuaded may be 
conclude_d and proved by the Scriptures? 

· Ans. I am so persuaded, and have so de
termined by God's grace . . 

The President. Will you, then, give your 
faithful diligence always so to minister the 
doctrine and sacrami;mts and discipline of 
Christ, as the Lord.hath commanded? 

Ans. I will ~o so by the help of the Lord. 

The President. Will you be ready with 
all faithful diligence to banish and drive away 
all erroneous anrl stra'lge doctrines contrary 
to God's word; and so use .both public and 
private monitions and exhortations, as well 
to the sick as to the whole, within your 
charge, as need shall require and occasion 
shall be given? . 

Ans. I will, th~ Lord being my helper. 
'J'he President. '\Vill you be diligent in 

prayers and in reading the Holy Scriptures, 
and in such studies as he;lp to the 1~nowledge 
of the same, laying aside the study of the 
world and the flesh? 
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.Ans. I will endeavor to do so, the Lord 
being my helper. 

1'1te President. Will you be diligent to 
frame and fashion yourselves and your fam
ilies according to the doctrine of Christ, and 
to make both yourselves and them as much 
as in you lieth, wholesome examples and pat
tern~ to the flock of Christ? 

·.Ans. I shall apply myself thereto, the 
Lord being my helper. 

1'/ie President. Will ;you maintain, and 
set forward, as much as lieth in you, quiet
ness, peace, and love among all Christian 
people, and especially .among them that are 
or shall be committed to your charge ? 

.Ans. I will do so, the Lord being my 
helper. 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God and heavenly Father, who 
of thine infinite love and gpodness toward . 
us, hast given to us thy only and mo~t dear
ly beloved Son Jesus Christ to be our Re
deemer. and the author of everlasting life; 
who, after he had ma,de pei;fect our redemp
tion by his death, and was ascended into 
heaven, sent abroad into the world his apos-
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tles, prophets, evangelists, teachers, and 
pastors, by whose labor and ministry he 
gathered together a great flock in all parts 
of the world to set forth the eternal praise 
of thy holy name; for these so great bene
fits of thy !'ltcrnal goodness, and for that 
thou hast vouchsafed to call these thy ser
vants here present to the same office and 
ministry appointed for the salvation of man
kind, we render unto thee our most hearty 
thanks ; we praise and worship thee ; and 
we humbly beseech thee by the same, thy 
blessed Son, to grant unto all who either 
here or elsewhere call upon thy name, that 
we may continue to show ourselves thank
ful unto thee for ·these, and all other thy 
benefits, and that we may daily increase and 
go forward in the knowledge and faith of 
thee and thy Son by the Holy Spirit. ~o 

that as well by these thy ministers,. as by 
them over whom they shall be appointed thy 
ministers, thy holy name may be forever 
glorified, and thy blessed kingdom enlarged 
through the same, thy Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord: who liveth and reigneth with thee in 
the unity of the same Holy Spirit, world 
without end. Amen. 



•'l4 ORDINATION OF ELDERS. 

When this prayer is done, the president, or 
officiating elder, with the elders present, 
shall lay their hands severally upon the 
head of every one tha.t receiveth the order 
of elders; the receivers humbly kneeling 
upon their knees, and the president say
ing, 
The Lord pour upon thee the Holy Ghost 

for the offiee and work of an elder in the 
Church of God. And be thou a faithful dis
penser of the word of God, and of his holy 
sacraments; in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son and of the Holy Ghost .• 

Then the president shall say, 
Most merciful Father, we beseech thee to 

send upon these thy servants thy heavenly 
blessings, that they way be clothed with 
righteousness, and that thy wor<l spoken by 
their mouths may have such success, that it 
may never be spoken in vain. Grant also 
'that we may have grace to hear and receive 
what they shall deliver out of thy most holy 
word, or agreeably to the same, as the means 
-of our salvation ; and that in all our words 
ud deeds we ma,y seek thy glory, and the 
increase of thy kingdom, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
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' Assist us, 0 Lord in all our doings, with 
thy most gracious favor, and further us with 
thy continual help. that in all our works be
gun, continued, and ended in thee, we may 
glorify thy holy name, and finally by thy 
mercy, obtain everlasting life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

The president or officiating elder shall 
then, in bPhalf of the Conference, give to 
each of the persons ordained, the right hand 
of fellowship, welcoming him to the work 
and labo,rs of the ministry, adding sueh re
marks as he may deem fitting, followed by 
the benediction. 

The peace of God, which passeth all un
derstanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
the knowledge and love of God, and of bis 
Son Jesus Christ our Lm;d; and the bless
ing of God Almighty, tbe Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, be among you and re
main with you always. Amen. · 



SECTION XII. 
BAPTISM OF INFANTS. 

Let every adult person, and the parents 
of every child to be baptized, have the 
choice either of immersion, sprinkling or 
pouring. 

The parents or parent of the child pre
sented for baptism shall be asked the follow
ing questions : 

Ques. Hast thou renounced the devil and 
all his works, the vain pomp and glory of the 
world, with all covetous desires of the same, 
and the carnal desires of the flesh, so that 
thou dost not follow or art not led by them? 

Ans. I have renounced them all; and by 
God's help will endeavor not to follow or be 
led by them. 1 

Ques. Dost thou believe in God the Fath
er Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, 
our Lord; that he took man's n>iture in the 
womb of the Virgin Mary, and was born of 
her; that he suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead and buried ; that he rose 
again on the third day; that he ascended 
into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of 
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God, the Father Almighty, and that he shall 
come again at the end of the world to judge 
the quick and the dead ? 

And dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the communion of saints, the remission of 
sins, the regeneration of our fallen ·nature, 
the resurrection of the body, and everlast
ing life after death? 

Ans. All this I steadfastly believe. 
Ques. Wilt thou have this child baptized 

into this faith ; and be made an infant mem
ber of Christ's holy church? 

Ans. This is my desire, 
Ques. Wilt thou then diligently teach it 

God's holy word, and cause it to walk in 
obedience to his holy will and command
ments until it come to years to assume in its 
own person the faith, vows and obligations 
of baptism. 

Ans. I will endeavor so to do, the Lord 
being my helper. 

THE MINISTRATION OF BAPTISM TO SUCH AS 

ARE OF RIPER YEARS. 

The minister shall demand of each of the 
persons to be baptized, severally : 

Ques. Dost thou renounce the devil and 
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all his works, the vain pomp and glory of 
the world, with all covetous desires of the 
same, and the carnal desires of the flesh, so 
that thou wilt not follow or be led by them? 

Ans. I renounce them all. 

Ques. Dost thou believe in God the Fath
er Al,;,ighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Chrst, his only begotten Son, 
our Lord; and that he was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary; that 
he suffered under Pontius Pilate. was cruci
fied, dead and buried; that he rose again 
the third day; that he ascended into heav
en, and sitteth at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. and from thence shall come 
again at the end of the world, to judge the 
quiek and the dead? 

And dost thou believe in the Holy G\iost; 
the remission of sins ; the resurrection of 
the body, and everlaoting life after death? 

Ans. All this I steadfastly believe. 

Ques. Wilt thou be baptized in this faith? 
Ans. This is my desire. 

Qqes. Wilt thou then oberliently keep 
Gm.l's Holy will and commandments, and 
walk in the same all the days of your life ? 
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Ans. I will endeavor so t0 do, God being 
my helper. 

Then ;hall the mjnister sprinkle or pour 
wate1· upon him, (or, if he de>ires it, shall 
immerse bim in water,) saying : 

N. I baptize thee in the name of the Fath
er, and. of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.· 
Amen. 

Then sh~ll be said the Lord's Prayer. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 

be thy name; ,thy kingdom come; thy wilt 
be done on earth, as jt is in heaven; give 
us this day our dai ly bread: and forgive us 
our tre:> passes, as we forgive them that tres
pass against us; and lead us n. t into temp
tation; but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

[Then let the minister conclude with an 
appropriate prayer. J 

SECT I ON XI I I. 
THE ORDER FOR THE AD~1INISTRA

TiON OF TIIE LORD'S SUPPER. 

We recommend t'o our preachers to ob
~erve the following diredions, in the ad
ministration of the Lord's Supper: 
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1. Let the elder read the following, or 
some other appropriate passages of Scrip
ture; during which time a collection shall 
be taken up for the poor: 

"Let your light so shine before men that 
they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven."-Matt. v. 
16. 

"Lay not up for yourselves treasuret> up
on earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves break through and steal; 
but lay up for yourselves treasures in heav
en, where neither moth nor rnst doth cor
rupt, and where thieves do not break through 
nor steal." Matt. Yi.: 19, 20. 

" Therefore all things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even 
so, to them, for this is the law and the proph
ets."-Matt. vii.: 12. 

"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven,, 
but he tha~ doeth the will of my Father, 
which is in heaven."-Maf.t. vii.: 21. 

"Zaccheus stood, and saith unto the Lord, 
Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give 
to the p.oor, and if I have taken anything 
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from any man by false accusation, I restore 
him four fold. "-Luke xix. : 8. 

"He which sowllth sparingly, shall reap 
also sparingly; and be ~bich soweth boun
tifully, shall reap also bountifully. Every 
man according as be purposeth in his own 
heart, so let him give ; not grudgingly or of 
necessity; for God lovetb a cheerful giver." 
-2d Oor. ix.: 6, 7. 

" .As we have, therefore, oppQ;tunity, let 
us do good unto all men, especially unto 
them who are of the household of faith."
Gal. vi. : 10. 

" Godliness with contentment is great 
gain ; for we brought nothing iflto this world, 
and it is certain we carry nothing out."-1 
Tirn. vi. : 6, 7. 

'· Charge them that are rich in this world, 
that they be not · high-minded, that they do 
good, that they be rlch in good w0rks, lay
ing up in store for themselves a good foun
dation against the time to come, that they 
may lay hold_on eternal life."-lst Tirn. vi.: 
17, 18, 19. 

" God is not unrighteous, to forget your 
work and labor of love which ye have show
ed toward his name, in that ye have minis-
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tered unto the saints, and <lo minister."
Heb. vi . : 10. 

"To do good, and to eommunicate, for
get not; for with such sacrifices God is w.ell 
pleased."-Heb. xii.i.: lG . 

" Wlwso hath this world's good, and 
secth his brother have need, and shutteth 
up his bowels of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in him?"- 1 John 
iii.: 17. 

"He that.hath pity upon the poor, lend
eth to the Lord; and that whieh he hath 
given will he pay him again."-Prov. xix.: 
17. 

"BlessPd is Jie that considereth the poor; 
the Lord will deliver him in time of trouble." 
-Psalrn xii. : 1. 

2. Let an appropriate hymn be sung. 
3. After which the elder shall say: 
Ye that do truly and earnestly repent of 

your sins, and are in love and charity with 
your neighbors, and intend to lea_d a new 
life. following the commandments of God, 
and walking from henceforth in his holy 
ways: draw near with faith, and take this 
holy sacrament to your comfort; and make 
your coufernion to Almighty God. 
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· 4. Then shall a general prayer be offered 
by the minister, in the name of all those 
who am minded t.o receive the holy sacra
ment, both he an<l all the people kneeling 
humbly upon their knees. The minister 
shall theu pl"Oceed to distribute the elements, 
using the following words: 

The bo(ly of our Lord J·esus Christ, which 
was given for thee, preserve thy soµl and 
body unto everlasting life. Take and eat 
this in remembrance that Christ died for thee, 
.anrl feed on him in thy heart by faith with 
thanksgiving. 

~~nd the mini8ter that <lclivcrC;th the cup 
shall say: 

The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which was shed for thee, preserve thy soul 
.and body unto e':.frlasting life . Drink this 
in remembrance that Christ's blood was shed 
for thee, and be> thankful. 

Then shall t.be elder say the Lord's prayer: 
Our :Father who art in heaven, baliowcd 

be thy name ; thy kingdom come ; thy will . 
be done on earth as it is in.heaven; give us 
this day our <laily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation, 
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bllt deliver us from evil, for thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, aml the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

[Unfermented wine only should be used 
at the sacrament.] 

SECTION XIV. 
THE ORDER OF THE BURIAL OF TH£ 

DEAD. 

[N. B. The following or some other sol
emn service may be used. J 
The minister going before the corpse shall 

say: 
I am the resurrection and the life, saith 

the Lord; he that belie9Cth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live; and who
soever liveth, and bclicveth in me, sha11 
never die : John xi . 25, 26. 

I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that he shall stand at the latter day upon 
t 11e earth ; and though, after my skin, worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I sec 
God, whom I shall sec for myself; and mine 
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eyes shall behold and not another : Job xix. 
25, 26, 27 . 

\Ve brought nothing into this world, and 
it is certain. that we carry nothing out.
The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken 
away; blessed be the name of the Lord~ 

1 Tim. vi. 7: Job. i. 21. 

At the grave, when the corpse is laid in 
the earth, the minister shall say; 

J\fan that is born of woman hath but a 
short time to live, :md is full of misery. l~c 
cometh up, and is cut down like a flower: 
he fleeth as it were a shadow, and never 
Pontinueth in one stay. 

In t.he midst of life wq arc in death ; of 
whom may we seek for succor, but of thee, 
0 Lord, who for our sins are justly dis" 
'pleased? Yet, 0 Lord God most holy, 0, 
Lord most mighty, 0 holy and most me~ci
ful Savior, deliver. us not unto the bittc1• 
pains of eternal death. 

Thot; knowest, Lord, the secrets of our , 
hearts : shut not thy mereiful cars to uu r 
prayers, but spare us, Lord most holy. 0 
Gou most mighty, 0 holy and merciful Sa
vior, thou most worthy J ·udge eternal, suff<>r 
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us not at our last hour for any pains of 
<leath to fall from thee . 

Then may be >iaid, 
I heard a voice from heaven, saying unto 

me, "\V1'1te; frnm henceforth blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord : even so saith the 
Spirit; for tliey rest from their labors. 

[Then shall the n.inister offer an appro
priate prayer] 

SECTION XV 
OF PUBLIC WOllSHIP. 

To establish uniformity among the church· 
cs, in puLlic worship on the Lord's day, it. 
is 'recommended th:it the following order be 
obsern~ d, · 

Let· the morning .:rnd aftern<wn service 
consist of: 

1. Singirg; 2. Prayer; 3. Reading the 
Scriptures; 4. Singing; 5. rret1.ehing; 6. 
Singing; ·7. Prayer; 8. Benediction. 

Let the evening service be the same, only 
omitting the reading of the Scriptures; or 
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Jet there be a prayer meeting. Parts of 
this order may .be omitted, as particular 
times and circumstances may require. 

\'\ e J'Ccomrnend the Churches to dispense 
with instrumental music. 

SECTION XVI. 
ON THE MATTER .A"ND MANNER OF 
PRI<~ACHING, AND OF OTHER PUB
LIC EXERCISES. 
Ques. 1. V\ hat is the best general method 

of preaching? 
.Ans. ht, to convince: 2o, to offer Christ 

Sd. to invite: 4th, to build up: .And to do 
this in some measure in every sermon. 

Ques. 2. What is the most effectual way 
of preaching Christ? 

.Ans. The most effectual way of preach
i11g Christ is to pre:J.ch him in all his offices; 
and to dl'clare his law, as well as his gospel, 
both to b ... lievers and unbelievers. Let us 
strongly and clm,ely in~ist upon inward and 
outward holiness in all its branches. 
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Ques. 3. Are there any smaller advices 
which might be of use to us? 

Ans. Yes. 1st Be sure never to disap
point a congregation. 2d, Begin at the 
time appointed. 3d, Let your whole de
portment be serious, weighty and solemn. 
4th, Always suit your subject to your audi
ence. 5th, Choose the plainest text you 
can. 6th, Take care not to ramble, but to 
keep your text, and make out what you take in 
hand. 7th, Take care of anything awkward or 
affected. either in your gesture, phrase, or 
pronunciation. 8th, Do not usually pray 
above fivP. or six minutes without intermis
s10n. Frequently read and enlarge upon a 
portion of Seriptore ; and let young preach
ers often exhort without taking a text. 

SECTION XVII. 

OF THE DUTY OF PREACHERS TO 
GOD, THEMSELVES, AND ONE AN-
OTHER. . 

Ques. 1. How shall a preaclrnr be qual
ified for his charge? 
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.Ans. By walking closely with God, and 
having his work greatly at heart : and by 
understanding and loving discipline, ours in 
particular. 

_Ques. 2. Do we sufficiently watch over 
each other? 

Ans. We do not. Should we not fre
quently ask each other, Do you walk close
ly with God? Have you now fellowship 
with the Father and the Son ? Do you 
punctually observe the morning and eve
ning hours of retirement? Do you converse 
seri\msly, usefully, and closely? To be 
more particular: Do you use all the means 
of grace yourself, and enforce the use of 
them on all other persons ? They are eith
er instituted or prudential. 

The instituted are. 
1. Prayer: private, family and public.

Do you ask everywhere, Have you family 
prayer? Do you ask individuals, Do you 
use private prayer every morning and eve
ning in particular ? 

2. Searching the Scriptures, by 
(1.) Reading; constantly, some part of, 

every day; regularly, all the Bible in order; 
carefu~ly, with notes.; seriously, with pray-

I 

' 
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er before and after; fruitfully, immediately 
practicing what you learn there. 

(2.) Meditating; At set times? B)~ 
rule? 

(3.) Hearing; Every opportunity ? With 
prayer, before, at, after? Have you a 
Bible always about you? 

( 4.) 'I:lie Lord's Supper: Do }·ou use this 
at every opportuniLy? "'ith solemn prn.yer 
before? With earnest aud deliberate self
devotion? 

(5.) Fasting: Do you use as much absti
nence and fasting as your health, strength 
and labor will .permit? 

(6.) Christian Conference: Are you con
vinced how irnportant and how difficult it is 
to order your conversation aright? Is it 
always in grace? Seasoned with salt?
Meet to administer grace to the hearers? 
Do you not converse too long at a time? Is 
not an hour commonly enough? '.Vould 
it not be well always to have a determined 
end in view? And to pray before and after 
it? 

II. Prudential means:-
1. Do you steadily watch against the 

world? Yourself? Your besetting sin? 
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'.L Do you !leny yonrse1f every useless 
pleasure of sense? lmaginaiton? Honor? 
Are you ternpemte in all things? lustance 
in foot.I: (1) Do you use only that kind and 
that degree whi.ch is best both for \)(Jdy and 
.soul?• Do you see the neceesity of Ui 1; !
(2.) Dn yon ~at 110 more at. each nwal than 
is neec;;s:Hy? Are you uot beavy or drow
.sy after Llinner? Do you u:;e toba• co 
in any form? Do you diseourage tlw use of 
it in otherb? (i.!.) Do you Ube ouly that 
kind and that degree of drink, which j, l De 

best both for your body an<l soul? (-L) 
Do you choose and use water fur your com
mon drink? . Do you use te't or eoffee? 

3. \Yhere.i11 do you take up your cross 
.daily? Do you cheerfully bear your l russ, 
however grievous to nature, as a giit of 

God, and L:.ibor to profit thereby? 
±. Do you l,n,leavor to set God always 

beforn you? To see his eye continu,illy 

fixed upon y<Hl? Never can you us<" these 
means but a blessing will ensue. A11d the 
more you use them, the more you will grow 

in graee. 
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SECTION XVIII. 

OF VISITING FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE. 
GUARDING AGAINST THOSE 
THINGS THAT ARE SO COM
MON TO PROFESSORS, AND 

ENFORCING PRACTICAL' 
RELIGION. 

Ques:. 1. · Row cain we farther assist those 
under our care? 

Ans. By instmcting them at their own 
housos. vVhat unspeakable need is there 0£ 
this? 1. Personal religion . either towards 
God 01· man, is too superficial among us . 
We can but just touch on a few particulars . 
How little faith is there among us~ How 
tittle communion with God, how little living 
in heaven, walking in eternity, deadness t o. 
every creatur1; ! How much love of the 
world! desire Of pleasure, of ease , of get
t · :ig money! How little brotherly love! 

2. .Family religion is wanted in many 
branches. And what a:vai' s p.1;blic preach
iug alone, ihough we could preach like an
gels ! 'tV e must, yea, every preacher must 
instruct the people from house to house. 

Om· religion is not sufficiently deep, uui-
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versal, uniform; but superficial, partial. 1,m

even. I '. will be so till we sp€nd half n.s 
much time in this visiting, as we n-0w do in . 
talking us,·lessly. Can we find a bet'er 
method of doing this than Mr. Baxt£r's ?-
]mot, let us adopt it without delay. Speak
ing of this visitin:( from house to house, be 
s.a_ys, "We shall find many hindrances, 
both in ourselves and the people," 

1. In ourselves there is much dullness 
and laziness, so there win be much ado to 
get us to be faithful in the work. 

2. vVe have a base, 1han-plea~ing tem
per. so that we let them perish rather than 
lose their love: we let th1.~m go quietly to 
hell, lest we should offend them. 

3. Some of us have a foolish bashfulness. 
'Ve know not how to begin, and blush to 

eontradict the devil. 
4. But the greater hindrance is wea.knes ,; 

-0f faith. Our whole moti-0n is weak because 
the spring of it is weak.· 

5. Lastly, we are unskrnful in the worl. 
How few know how to deal with men, ea as 
to gd within them, and suit all our die
eourse -to their several conditions >!n<l tem
pers: to choose the fittest subject and fol-
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lo-w them with a: holy mixture of seriousness, 
terror, love and meekness~ 

But undoubtedly this private appEcation. 
is implied in those solemn :vrords of the 
apo.stle : " I cha}·ge thee before God and 
ihe .Lord .Jesus Christ, who sl1all judge the 
quick and the dead at hiu appearing, IJ<reaeh 
the word: ~e instant in SL'ason, out of seas
on, reproirr, :rebuke, exhort with all long
suffering." 

0, brethren, if we coulcl but set this work 
on foot in all our churches, and pr00€eute 
it zealously, what glory wouhl · ebound t() 
God! If the common hike-warmness were 
banished and every shop and eve1·y house 
busied in speaking of thp word and works 
of God, smrL"ly G0>l would dwell n our hab
itation, and make us his delight. 

And this is absolutely neeessary to the 
wclf 1re of ,ouls. Look round, and see how 
many of them a e still in apparent da11ge1· 
of damnation. And how can you walk and 
talk and be merry with such people, when 
you know their c se ! ·when you hok them 
in the face, you should break forth into 
tear&, as the prophet did when he ooked 
up n Ifaie ,_ 0, f ' r God's sake, and the-
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sak-e of poor souls, oestir 'ourselves and 
-spare no pains that may c -nduce te the:ir 

salvation. 

What cause have we to b leed before the 
'Lord, that we hi.ve so lol'lg ne lecterl this 
good world If we bad b'Ut engaged in it 
soonm·, how many more might hav·e hcen 
brcugbt to Christ! ARd how mudi holi r 

·.a.nd happier might they k vc been before 
now? And why n hbt we net have •don it 
sooncT ! Thr·re wer- fl many hind ranees: and 

\;so thm·e alN ys will be. But the greatest 
hindrnnoe is in ourselves, ;n our little!1e,;,; of 
faith a · <l love. 

But it is objectctl , I. • This wi ll take up 
so much t ime, we sha\' not h:1.ve lei urc to 
fo low our sturl ics .'" Vi/ e a,nsw r , l. Gain
ing knowle<l9.'e is a good t ing, but sa ing 
~ouls is ab· .tter. 2. By th is very •!ting '· ou 
wi.l gai , the mo·st exce lent knowledge, 
tha:t of God .and eternity. · 3 . You wi,l have 
time for gai1fr:ig other knowledge too:
Only sle"p no more than you nL>ed ; " and 
never b0 idte -0r trifl n;g y employed." But, 
4. If y-011 cau do but -one, le t your studies 
:alooo. We ought to throw by all the libra-
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ries in the world, rather than be guilty of 
Le loss of one soul. , 

It is objected, II. "The people wiJ not 
s1bmit to it." If some will not, others will. 
And t!ie success with them will repay all 
your labor. 0, let us herein follow the ex
ample of St. Paul! l. For our general 

·business, Serving the Lord with all humil
ity of mind: 2. Our special work. Take 
heed to yourseh·es, a!1d to rill the flock! 3. 
Our doctrine. Repentance toward God, 
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ! 4. 
The place, I ha•e taught you publicly, and 
from house to huise ! 5. The object and 
manner of teaching, I ceased not to warm 
every one, night and day. with tears: 6. 
His innocence and self denial herein, I have 
c~ovctcd no man's silver or gold: 7. His 
patier.cc, Neitlier count Imy 'life dear unto 
rnyself. And amollg :ill .:tber motives. let 
these be ever before y m· eyes : 1. The 
Church or God, which he hath purchase•! 
with his own blood! 2. Grievous wolves 
~ball enter in; rea, of yourself shall men 

a"isc, speaking i3Cl'l'ersc things. 
\Vrite this upon your hearts, nnd it will 

do you more good than twenty years' study . 
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Then you will have no time to spare: you 
will have wo;k enough. .Then likewise no 
preacher will stay with us who is as salt 
that has lost his savor. For to such, this 
employment would be me.re drudgery. 
And in order to do it, you will have need 
of all the knowledge you can proctire, and 
grace you can attain. The sum is, Go into eve
ry house in course, urging upon every impen
itent sinner the duty of immediate repent
ance, aud teaching every one therein, young 
and old, to be Christians inwardly and out
wardly; make every particular plain to 
their understandings : fix it in their minds ; 
write it on their hearts. In order to this, 
there must be line upon line, precept upon 
precept. What patience, what love, what 
knowledge, is requisite for this l We must 
needs do this, were it only to avoi<l idleness . 
Do we not loiter away many hours in every 
week? Each try himself: no idleness is 
consistent with a growth in grace. Nay, 
without exactness in re<leeming time, you 
cannot retain the grace you receive in justi
fication. 



98 DRIDSS AND FUUNITURE. 

SECTION SIX. 

DRESS AND FURNITlJRE. 

Quest. 1. Should we insist on the rules 
concerning dress. 

Ans. By all means . This is no time to 
give encouragement to superfluity of appa
rel. Therefore let none be received into 
the Church until they have left off the wea:r
ing of gold and superfluous ornaments. In 
order to this. 

1. Let every one who has charge of a cir
cuit or station, read Mr. Y\' esley's sermon 
on dress, at least once a year, in every 
Church. 

2. In visiting the classes, be very i:nild 
but very strict. 

3. Allow of no exempt case,-better one 
suffer than many . 

Q. 2. Should we insist on cheap as weU 
plain dress ? 

· A. Certainly; we should not on any ac
count spend what the J~ord has put into our 
hands as stewards to be used for his glory 
in expensive wearing apparel, when thous
ands are suffering for food and raiment, and 
millions perishing for the word of life. Let 
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.the dress of every mel,llber of the vVesleyan 
Methodist Connection, be both plain and 
cheap. Let the strictest economy be used 
in these re8pects. 

And we would not only· enjoin on all who 
fear God, plain dress, but we would recom
mend to our pre::whers a1'1d pe<Jple, accord
ing to Mr. Wesley's views, expr€ssed in his 
sermon on the inP.fficiency of Christianity, 
published but a few years bt>fore his death, 
and containing his maturPd judgment, dis
tinguishing plainnei's-Plainness which will 
plblicly commit them to the maintenance of 
their Christian profession wherever they may 
be. 

Q. 3. Should o;r furniture, as well as 
dress, be plain and cheap? 

A. By.all means. Let the strictest econ
omy bt observed in both. Let no expen
sive furniture or high-priced carriages be 
used by Wesleyan Methodists, while there 
is a single individual for whom Christ died, · 
hungry or naked, or witltout the word of 
life. And let the same principle of saving 
all we can, that we may have to give to 
those who need, govern us in renting or 
building houses to live in. 
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We disapprove of Christians changing 
their apparel in mourning for the dead . 

SECTION XX. 

ON PEACE. 

We believe the Gospel of Christ t.o be in
tended to extirpate the practice of war, and 
hence we cannot but deprecate those cus
toms which needlessly foster and perpetuat~ 
the war spirit ; we will not cease to pray 
and labor that the period may soon arrive 
when " Nations shall learn war no more." 

SECTION xxr. 
"SECRET SOCIETIES." 

Quest. Have we any directions to give 
concerning Secret Societies ? 

Ans. We will on no account tolerate our 
ministers or members in joining or holding 
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fellowship with Secret Societies, such as 
Free Masonary or Odd Fellowship, as in 
the judgment of the W eslyan Methodists 
Connection, it is inconsistent with our duties 
to ·God to hold such connections. 

SECTION XXII. 

OF THE NECESSITY OF UNION 
AMONG OURSELVES. 

Let us be deeply sensible (from what we 
have· known) of the evil of a division, in 
principle, spirit, or practice, and the dread
ful consequences to ourselves and others. 
If we are united, what can stand before us? 
If we divide, we shall destroy ourselves, the 
work of God and the souls of our people. 

In order to a closer union with each other, 
let us be deeply convinced of the ·absolute 
necessity of it. 

Pray earnestly for, and speak freely to 
each other. 

When we meet, let us never part without 

prayer. 
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Take great care not to dispise each oth
er's gifts. 

Never speak lightly of each other. 
Let us defend each other's character in 

every thing, so far as is consistent with 
truth. 

Labor in honor, each to prefer the other 
before himself. 

SECTION XXIII. 

ON MARRIAGE. 

Ques. Do we observe any evils which have 
prevailed in regard to marriage and divorce? 

Ans. 1. Many Christians have married 
with unawakPned persons. This has pro
duced bad effe<"ts ; they have either been 
hindere-d ·for life, or have"" turned back to 
perdition. 

W c do not prn~ibit our people from mar
rying persons who are not of our connection, 
provid"<l such persons have the form, and 
arc seeking the power of godliness; but we 
are determined to discourage their marrying 
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persons who do not come up this des-

cription. 
Ans. 2. We regard no justifia)le cause of 

divoree, except adultery; and if any of the 
members of our churches dissoh~ thG mar
riage contract for any other cause. and eith
er party shall marry during the lfe-time of 
the other, he or sh0 shall be exptiled as for 
other immortalities. 

SECTION xrir. 
OF THE BOOK CONCE[tN. 

1. There shall he a Book Concern in the 
cit~ of Syracuse, which shall he managed by 
a General AgPnt, Editor. and a Book Com
mittee, consisting of twelve members, six of 
whom shall be mkiisters; the other six shall 
be laymen. This Committee sb:tll be ap
point~rl by the General Conference. 

2. There shall be published in eonnection 
with the Book- Concern, one religions news
paper, to b" called the Ameri ('an \V esleyan, 
and a Sabbath School paper to be called 
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the Juvenle Instructor, under the supervi
sion of al. editor to be appointed by the 
General fonference. 

3. TheAgent and Resident Editor, shall 
be memb1rs of the Book Committee . 

4. ThEBook Committee shall getermine 
. the salar~s of the Agent and Editor. They 
may detipnine al~o what bo:ik shall be pub
lished, a!d the price of the same, in accord
ance wit! the action of General the Confer
ence . 

They :hall have power to fill all vacancies 
that may occur in their board during the in
terval oJ the General Conference. And 
they may remove the Agent, and Editor, if 
they judge the interest of the cause requires 
such removal, and may fill their place until 
the next session of the General Conference. 
This committee shaU make or cause to be 
made, an annual exhibit of the state of 
the Book Concern to the Yearly Confer
ences, and shall also present a full report to 
the General Conference, 

5. Five members of the committee shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business, except in the removal of the 
Agent or Editor; ~hen it shall require a 

' 
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vote of the majority of all the members of 
the Board. 

6. Meetings of the Book Committee may 
be called at any time by the Agent, or by 
any three meµibe.is of the Board ; and the 
Secretary shall notify the resident members 
unless notice be given in the American 
Yvcsleyan. 

7. It shall be the duty of Wesleyan Min
isters and preachers to extend the circula
tion· of our books and periodicals . They 
shall receive the following premiums on all 
monies collected and paid into the Book 
Concern, viz : 20 cents on all new subscrib
ers to the American Wesleyan, where the 
full amount of $1 50 is remitted, and 10 
cents for old subscriptions . 

9. All the property of the Book Concern 
shall be held in trust for the Wesleyan 
Methodist Connection of America, by the 
Book Committee, or by the Wesleyan Meth
odist Publishing Association of America in-
corporated in the year 1862. 
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SECTION XXV. 

BOUNDARIES OF THE YEARLY 
CONFERENCES. 

1. The New York Conference comprises 
so much of the State of New York, as is 
not included in the Champlain, Syracuse, 
Rochester and Lockr,ort Conferences; and 
New Jersey. Eastern Pennsylvania, ·and 
New Haven and Westbrook, and all west of 
those places in ( 'onnecticut. Also, so much 
of Massachusetts as embraces Pittsfield, and 
Massachllsetts west of that place. 

2. The New England· ConferPnce. com
prises the New England States, except so 
much as is included in the New York a11,d 
Ch2.mplain ConlerencPs . 

3. The Champlain Conference shall com
prise the State of V errnont, a11d Essex, Clin
ton, Franklin, St. Lawrence, and Warren 
counties, in the State of New York. 

4. The Syracuse Conference shall be 
bounded as follows: Beginning at the North 
East corner of .Jefferson Co., N. Y ., fol
lowing tlie water to the Big Sodus Bay, 
thence South to Cayuga Lake thence through 
said lake to lthica, thence South on the line 
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between Chemung and Tioga Counties, to 
the line of Pennsylvania, thence down the 
Susquehanna River so fa,· as to include all 
our work in that direction, theuce East to 
the line of the New York Conference, and 
thence to the place of beginning .. 

5. The Lockport Conference ·shail be 
bounded as follows, viz : Beginning at the 
mouth of the Genesee River following said 
river in the direction, to include lHount 
Morris, thence South East along the canal 
to the village' of Dansville; thence along 
the dividing line between Steuben and Al
legheny Counties to the Pennsylvania line; 
thence west along said line to the Southwest 
corner of Chautauquc County; thence North 
along the West line of said county to Lake 
Erie, thence along said Lake, Niagara River 
and Lake Ontario to the place of beginning. 

6. The Rochester Conference 8hall. be 
comprised of all that part of the State of 
New York, lying West of the Syracuse Con
ference not included in the Lookport Con
ference, and that part of the State of Penn
sylvania not included in other Conferences. 

7. The Allegheny Conference comprises 
3ll of Western Pensylvania, and that por-
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tion of Eastern Ohio included within the fol
lowing boundary: beginning at Steuben
ville, oil the Ohio river, .and running west, 
following the stage road to Massillon by the 
way of Canton ; thence up the Canal to the 
city of .Cleveland, including also Western 
Virginia. Cleveland shall belong to the 
Central Ohio Conference. 

The Central Ohio Conference is bounded 
on the East by the Allegheny Conference, 
ancl comprises that part of Ohio, East of the 
Sciota river, to' the mouth of the Little 
Sciota, and a line running from thence to 
Upper Sandusky, and along the Sandusky 
river to Sandusky Bay, including the whole 
of Delaware County. 

9. The Miami Conference comprises that 
part of Ohio not included in the Allegheny, 
Central Ohio, and Michigan Con!erences. 

10. The Indiana Conference comprises 
the State of Indiana. 

1.1. The Michigan Conference comprises 
the State. of Michigan, and the Northern 
part of Ohio, adjacent thereto, to the Mau
mee River. 

12. The Illinois Conference shall com-
prise the States of liiinois and Missouri. • 
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13. The Wisconsin Conference to include 
all the State of Wisconsin lyfog east of the 
Wisconsin river, not included in the West
ern Wisconsin Conference. 

14. The Western Wisconsin Conference 
comprises the State of Wisconsin lying west 
of "Wisconsin river, and the counties of 
Gr-ant, Iowa, and Lafayette lying south of 
said river. 

15. The Iowa Conference comprises the 
St.ate of Iowa and Kansas, and Nebraska 
Territory, until the last two shall eee fit to 
organize· a new Conference. 

16. The l\linnesota Conference comprises 
the State of Minnesota, and all west bound
ed by the Missouri river. 

17. The Kansas Conference to comprise 
Kansas and Nebraska, when the said Con
_ference is organized according to Discipline. 

18. California.-The Churches and minis
ter• of California, Oregon and Washington, 
are ' at -liberty to organize into a Yearly 
C jnference when they deem it p.rudent to 
do so. - · · 

Stations and circuits located on Confer
ence lines are authorized to elect to which 
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contiguous Conference they shall belong 
. consulting their convenience of travel and 

association. 

OF SECURING TITLES TP CHURCH 
• PROPERTY. 

The laws of the several States are so va
rious, that no specific rule can be given 
which will meet the requirements of the di
versified Statutes, under which Churches 
have to organize. The following General 
Rules, if attended to, will secure the end 
aimed at. 

1. Before taking a deed, examine the 
laws of the State, and see that the Church, 
or Society, is organized, and Trustees, ap
pointed according to the requirements of 
the Statue. 

2. Let the property be deeded to Trus
tees, in trust for , that particular SoCiety, 
giving it its corporate name in the deed, 
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COURSE OF STUDY. 
, · The Committee appointed to prepare a . 
Course of Study, to be pursued by candi
dates for the ministry, beg leave to report as 
follows. 

Your Committee feel deeply the import
ance of a higher standard for our ministry, 
than we have heretofore been able to main
tain. In our ' denominational youth, being 
.now twenty-one years old, there have been 
difficulties in our way, which we trust are 
disappearing at our reproach to a more ma
ture age. At our organization iu 1843, our 
ministry was composed principally of such 
as had received orders in other denomfna
tions, and for several years our largest ac
cessions were from the same sources ; and 
though among. them were some very able 
ministers, others fell below the proper stan
dard of qualification for the sacred office. 

The great .wimt of ministers to s•1pply our 
needy yet spreading fields of labor, led to 
the receptiop of too large a pc>rtion of such 
as offered themselves, and also to the ordi· 
nation of men among ourselves, of like defi
ciencies, and there is now no doubt that our 
necessities, in some instances at least, be 
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trayed us into an unwise course. But we 
are satisfie'cl th'l,t the time has "fully come, 
when we must elevate um· ministeriar stand
ard to a point which will better correspond 
to the wants of our denomination, and the 
-demands of the age in which God in his 
Providence, has called us. into existence as 
a distinct religious power. As we all behe,,e 
in an overruling and guiding Providence, we 
must suppose thatJ God bad an end to secure, 
by calling-u~ into existence as a denomina
tion, through such trials, conflicts and sa-

. crifices, as marked every step in the process ; 
and we shall act a wise part, by preparing 
ou~selves, in every available method, for the 
achievement of useful ends ; and we fe el 
confident that no one measure will do more 
in this direction, than to raise up a well 
educated, and effieient ministry, which now 
appears within our means. . 

We have not become wealthy, but we have 
secured t.he means of education within our
selves; having at least one College tlou.r
-ishi:1g unfler our own ('Ontrol and patronage. 
in which there.- is to be maintaiued, hereaf
ter, an efiiei1~nt Theological Department.~ 
This completes tlie arrangement, by whicb 
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our young men, who cont<:mplate the chris
tian· ministry as their field of usefulness, may 
obtain a thorough ministerial education, in. 
accordance with our own denominational 
views, and suited to our own work. 

It may be supposed that many young men, 
who have the right mind and heart for the 
ministry, will be destitute of t he. funds ne
cessary to meet the expenses of an educa
tion. There will doubtless be felt an embar
rassment here on the part of some, but it 
will not be insuperable, vVe say in the 
fullest confidence, that if young men of tal
ent and piety, who promise usefulness in 
the ministry, are found facking the ueces. 
sary means, there will not be wanting among 
us noble hearts, and ready hands, to assist 
all sueh, bringing a thorough ministeril!,). 
education within the reach of every appro. 
ved candidate for the ministry. 

In view of these opinions, which your 
Committee have so frankly expressed, they 
recommend the following: 

I. That all young men who cont~mplate 
entering ·the ministry as far as pradicable, 
pursue a collegiate course, and graduate tUI.i 
our own, or some other College. 
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lI. That those, who, from any tmavoida
ble drcumstances, are unable to complete a 
collegiate course make themselves thorough
ly acquainted with the English branches of 
education, before offering themselves as can
didates for ministerial orders, This we feel 
cannot be an unreasonable requirement, in 
view of the means of a common education 

every where available. 
III. That all who can, be strongly urged 

to pursue a regular Theological course, in 
this department of Aprian College. 

IV. That all who do not comply with the 
last recomuiendation, be examined on the 
following subjects in the· several Annual · 
Conferences, before being admitted to or-

ders. 
1. Theology in its several branches.-

Text Books-The Scriptures, embracing 
their Inspirations, doctrines, and morals; 
Lee's Elements of Theology; Butler's .Anal
ogy, and Gaussen on the InspiratiO!J- of 

the Scriptures. 
2. Mental Philosophy-Text Book, Ma

han on the Will, with any approved work 
on the general science. 
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3. l\foral Philosopl1y-Text Book, Way
land. 

4. Ecclesiastical History-Text Books, 
The Scriptures embracing their History and 
Chronology; Mosheim and Hase. 

5. Church Government-Text Books, 
The New Testament, 'Vesleyan Methodist 
Discipline, Lee's Elements of Theology, 
Book IV, and Wesleyan Manual by L. Lee. 

6. Sacred Rhetoric and Pastoral Theolo
gy, including the composition and delivery 
of sermons, and general pastoral duties. 
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FORM OF A LICENSE TO EXHORT. 

This certifies that A-- B--, a member of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church of --- has been and is hereby duly authorized to hold public 
meetings for the promotion of the cause of God, and to exercise himself 

as an exhorter in the Church of Christ. 
Done by order of the Quarterly Conference (or Church) of the "\Vesley-

an 11et.ho<list Connection, of C--, this -- day of - --. 

This license to be renewed yearly. 
E---- F---, Chairman. 
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FORM OF A LICENSE TO PREACH. 

To all whom it may Concern: 

This may certify that A--- B---, the bearer, having been duly 
rcco1.nmended by the church of which lie is a member, and having been ex

amined concerning his gifts, graces and usefulness, is judged by us to be a 

proper person, thm-cfore hP. is hereby authorized to preach the Gospel ac
cording to the U8ages ofthe "\Veslcyan Methodist Connection of America. 

Done at the Quarterly Confe1'ence, (or Church,) of---, this -
day of---, A. D. 18~, and signed by its order and in its behalf. 

C--- D-- -, Chairman. 
E--- F---. Secretary. 
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FORM OF ELDERS' CREDENTIALS. 

To all whom it may concern, Greeting : 
no it known that C--- D-· --, h:tving been duly elected by the 

--- yearly Conference of the ·wesleyan Methodist Connect.ion of 
America, has been this day set apart, by the imposition of hands and pray
er to the office and work of an Elder in the Church of God so long as his 
life and doc•.rines shall comport with the Holy Scriptures . And he is 
hereby empowered and fully authorized to administer the Sacraments of 
Baptism and the L ord's Supper, solemnize Matrimony, and to foed the 
flo ck of Christ, taking oversight thereof, not as Lord over God's heritage, 
but as being an example to the same. 

Signed by order and in behalf of the aforesairl Yearly Conference held 
ii:t , this --- day of ---, A. D ., 18-. 

E--- C---,· President. 
E--- F---, Secretary. 

.... .... 
00 

>rj 
0 

~ 
0 
"!l 

t>:l 

~ 
l:'i 
~ 

"'-
(') 

:<! 
t>i 
I:' 
t>i z 

-~ 
;.. 
~ 



FORM OF A CERTIFICATE OF MEMBERSHIP.* 

This certifies. that A--- B---, the bearer, is an accept.able mem
ber of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in C---, from which he, (or 
she,) is herehy dismissed and cordially recommended to th.,. christian con
fidence and fellowship of the Church in D--·-, (or any Church of Christ 
to which Providence may direct.) 

Given on behalf of the aforesaid Church the -- day of---. 

E--- F---, Pastor, (or Clerk. 

· • It is understood that the Church giving letters is to judge of the length cif time 
letters if not used shall hold good. · 
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FORM OF A CERTIFICATE 
' 

l'OR AN UNSTATIONED MINISTER OR :PREACH.ER, WHO DESIRES TO 

REMOVE TO ANOTHER CIRCUIT, STATION OR CONFERENCE. 

The bel!irer, S--- B---, an unstationed ministen of the Wesleyan . 
Methodist Connection, being desirous of removing £~om this circuit, is en

titled to receive from the undersigned this certificate of his good stan:ding. 

F--- Circuit, January 1, 1861. 

W--;- P---,, Preacher in Charge. 
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FORM OF A CERTIFICATE"" 

ilfeB A STATIONED 111INISTER OR PREACHER, WHO D·ESIRES TO RE

MOVE TO ANOTHER CONFERENCE. 

The bearer, J--- L-· --, having fully complied with his engage-

ments to the ---- Annual Conference, his moral character stand-

ing fair, and being desirous of removing to another Conference, is entitled 

to this certificate of bis good standing. 

A--- S---, President of the M--- Annual Conference. 

January 1, 1861. 
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FORM OF A TRANSFER. 

The bearer, A-- S--, of the 0-- Annual Conference, haviIJg 
consented to be transferred to the M-- A:::nual Conference, is hereby 
duly transferred. 

C-- S--, President of the 0-- Annual Conference. 
To E-- H--, President of the M-- Annual Conference. 

Ja!luary 1, 1861. 

CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION TO YEARLY CONFERENCE. 

This certifies that A-- B--, the bearer, was duly elected by the -
charge a d'clegate to the C--- Yearly Conference of the W csleyan 
Methodist. Connection, to .be held at D--, on the - day of-- next. 

Done by the members of ·said charge, assembled this - day of --, 
18-. E---F~, Chairman. 
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FOltM OF A MARRIAGE REGISTER TO BE KEPT BY THE QUAR
TEltL Y CONFERENCES. 

~·s name. I Woman's name. I When married. I Where married. I M~~:::.r's 
T-S-1 E-R

___ I 

Dec'r 9, 1860. I At the house of I N-. M- S-W-

1 I 
FORM OF A REGISTER OF BAPTISMS, TO BE KEPT BY THE QUAR

TERLY CONFERENCES. 
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Child's name I When born. I When baptized. I Minister's namll· I pn~~~ 
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CERTIFWATE OF ELECTION TO GENERAL co:N1'ERENCE. 

This will cortify that A--. B-- was dqly elected a ministerial (or 
lay) delegate to the General Conference of the Wesleyan Methodist cun
nection to be hc·ld at D- - . beginning---. 

Done by the Electoral Coll'?ge of the --- Yearly Conference this -
<ln.y of---. E--- H---, Cl\airman . 
C--- W---, Secretary. 

LETTER OF STANDING OF ELDER. 

To whom it may Concern : 
Tl11S may certify that A- - B--, the bearer, an Elder, having fu lly 

cornplie<l with his eng!\gements to thel'f--- W csleyan Methoqist Confer
ence, of whicjh he is a member, being 9n reported of as a christian minis
ter, :;ind being desirous of residing for a time without the bounds of this 
Conference is entitled to this certificate of J1 is good standing. 

(P.lace and date,) :--, President of--- Conference. 
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RlWOMMENDATION FOR ADMISSION TO TRAVEL. 

:ro the members of .the C-, - Yearly Conference, ne~t to be held at 

D--, on the - Q.ay· of -- next. 

The Quarterly Conference (or church) of --, being acquainted with 

the gifts, grace and usefulness of om· brother E-- F--, do hereby re

commend him ns a suitable person to be received to travel under ,rour direc-

tion. I 

Done this - day of --, 18-, by the aforesaid Quarterly Conference 

(or church,) and signed in its behalf. 
G-- H--, Chairman. 

E-- F-~, Clerk. 
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RECOMMENDATWN TO A YEARLY CONFERENCE FOR 

ELDERS' ORDERS. 

To the members of the C-- Yearly Conference of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Connection, next to be held at --, the - day of-- next. 

The Quarterly Conference, (or church,) of the -- circuit, ( m· station.) 
being acquainted with the gifts, grace and usefulness of our brother C- · 
D--, do hereby recommend him as a suitable person to be ordained an 
Elder of the Church of God, he being a regularly licensed preacher, and 
havin~ passed examination satisfactory to us on Christian Doctrine, and 
the Discipline and usages of thll churches of the Wesleyan Methodist Con
nection. 

Done by the Quarterly Conforence, (or church,) of--, this - day of 
--, 18-, and signed by its order and in its behalf: · 

C-- D--, Chairman. 
E-- F-.-, Sec. or Clerk. 
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