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PREFACE. 

1'l!e Wesleyan Methodist Connection Of 
America grew out of a separation from the H, 
E. Church, the result of the connection of that 
body with slavery, and the arbitrary character 
of Its government. 

O. Scott, J. Horton, and L. R. Sunderland 
withdrew In November, 1842. At the same time 
the first number of a weekly paper was Issued 
called the True Wealeyan, In which they an. 
nouace d their withdrawal, setting forth their 
reasons. In December following, Luther Lee 
withdrew from the M. E. Church, and also L. C. 
Matlack. These withdrawals are to be regarded 
u the commencement of the movement, which 

led to the Wesleyan organization. There were 
previous separations, bat the organization of the 
community, whose system of doctrine and poll• 
ty are pre11ented In the fol'owlng pages, must 
date Its commencement as above. 

The most extensive prior separation took place 
in Michigan, which resnlted In the organization 
of a Conference; but they united bl tht 1111era1 
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organization at Utica, hereafter mentioned, and 
formed tbe basis of wbat is now tbe l\licblgan 
Yearly Conference. 'the first Wesley an Church 
which was organ'zed l\s a par \ of the present 
Connection, wa11 in Prov;dence, R. I. 

Soon after tbe withdrawal of Scott. Horton, 
Snnder!and, Lee and Matlack, measures were 
takea to bold a Convention which transpired at 
Andover, Mass., in February, 1843. Tb is result• 
ed in a call for 11 G• neral Convrntion, which was 
held at Utic.t , N. Y., commencing May 31, 18431 

at which a general organization was effected, 
tmd a Discipline adopted. The first General 
Conference was held in October, 1844. at which 
tbe Discipline undorwent some modifications. 

ln October. 1843, the second General Confer• 
ence was held; a:id in the light of the four 
years' additional experience, thf' Discipline un· 
derwent a thorough revision, principally to im· 
prove it in simplicity, and in the arrangement of 
its parts: since then it has been t'urther revised, 
and With confidence that it wili be approved, 
It is presen'ed to the Connection, whose sys· 
tem of doctrine and rules of practice it contains, 
and to the Christian pubLc, Whose inspection it 
invites. 

It will be seen by the candid reader, that the 
system of government is essemlally republican; 
and is conformed to the Scriptures and primitive 
usages, in alt fundamental matters-under such 
modifications In wt.at is merely prudential, as 
are demanded by the eircumstances of tbe time1 
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in which we live. For amplitude of provision 
to meet all the exigencies of an ecclesiastical or
ganization-and for simplicity, rendering it easy 
to be comprehended, it is believed this little 
book stands unrivalled. 

It is not presented as a substitute for the 
Holy Scriptures, but as an epitome of the doc
trines, morals, and ecclesiastical polity contained 
in the Sacret Volu.iie. All who read this vol
ume, and especially those who adopt it as the 
rule of their faith and practice, shou Id never 
forget for one moment, that to secure the end of 
religion, they must add to their creed, however 
truthful It may be, sincerity of heart. and purity 
of life. " Not every on.i that saith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, but he that doeth the will of my Father 
which is in heavtn." "Without holiness no man 
can see the Lord." 

The wisdom of the General Conference in di
recting that the admirable Declaration Of 
Rights. by Rev. H. B. Bascom, be printed with 
the Discipline, will be admired by all the friends 
of the cause in the interest of which it acted. 

PUB. Cox. 
Oct.1872. 





DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 

BY REV. H. B. BASCOM. 

ARTICLE I. 
G<>D, as the common FATHER of man

kind, has created all men free and equal, 
and the proper equality and social freedom 
of the great brotherhood of the human 
race, in view of the gifts aud grants of the 
CREA.TOR, are to be inferred lrom all hi1 
dispensations to 01en. Every man, by the 
charter of his creation. is the equal of hi1 
cotemporaries,-the essential righU of eve
ry generation are the same. Man as the 
child of Goo's creation, continues man im
mutably under all circumstances ; and the 
rights of ancestry are those of posterity. 
Man has claims, which it becomes his duty 
to assert, such as the indef e.asible right of 
thinking and acting fo&' himself, when. 
thought and action do 11<1t infringe the 
rights of another, as they never will, when 
truth and justice are made the basi11 of hu
man intercourse. These rights, common 
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'Viii DECLARATION OF JIIGHTS, 

to the great family of man, cannot be abol
ished by concession, statute, precedent, or 
positive institution ;.....:.and wlien wrested or 
withheld from the multitude of mankind, 
by their rulers, may be ·reclaimed by the 
people, whenever they see. proper to do it . 

.ARTICLE II. 
Man was created for society; bis natwral 

rights are adapted to the social state, and 
under every form of society, constitute 
properly the foundation of his civil rights. 
When man becomes a member of civil soci
ety he submits to a modification of s~me oi 
his natural rights, but be never does, he 
never can, reli1u1uish them. He concedes 
the exercise of these rights, for his own and 
the general good, but. he does not, cannot, 
cast them off. His rights receive a new 
direct ion, hut do not terminate; and that. 
government which deprives man of riglits, 
justly claimerl in virtue of his creation, a-nd 
interwoven with the const.itution of his na
ture, and the interests of society, rlenies to 
liim the gifts. of his Creator, and must be 
unjust. God can be tlie author of no ·gov
ernment contravening the wisdom of his 
arrangements, in the creation 0£ man. 

ARTICLE lll. 
In every community there is a power, 

which receives the denomination of sover-
113 
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eignty, a power not subject to control, and 
that controls all subordinate powers in the 
government. Now whether this power be 
in the bands of the many, or the few, it is 
indubitably certain that those members 
only of the community are free, in whom 
the sovereign power resides. The power of 
a community is essential to its freedom, 
and ii this power be confined to a few, 
freedom is necessarily confined to the same 
number. All just government must be 
founded upon the n11.ture of man, and sllould 
consult alike the natural rights, civil wants, 
and moral foterests of bis being All right
ful authority is founded in power and law; 
all just power is founded in right, and as 
one man's natural right to the character of 
law·giver, is to all intents as good as an
other's , it follows that all legitimate law 
must have its origin in the expressed will 
of the many. 

ARTICLE IV. 
As all men are essentially equal, in their 

rights, wants and interests, it follows from 
these, that representative government is the 
only legitimate human rule, to which any 
people can submit. It is the only kind of 
government that can possibly reconcile, in 
any consistent way, the claims of authority, 
with the 11.dvantages ·of liberty. A pre
scriptive legislative body, making laws 
without the knowledge or consent of the 

a4 
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people to be governed by them, is a despot
ism. Legislators without constituents, and 
peers and fellows, deputing them, as their 
representativef and actors-thus constitut
ing themselves a legislature beyond the 
control of the people, is an exhibition of 
tyranny in one of its most dangerous forms. 
In the momentous affairs of govl•rnment, 
nothing should be made the exclusive prop
erty of a few, which by, right belongs to 
all, and may safely and advantageously be 
usedJ>y the rightful proprietors. The jus
tice of every government depends essen
tially upon the original consent of the 
people ;-this privilege belongs to every 
community, in right of the law of nature; 
and no man or multitude of men, can alter, 
limit, or diminish it. Constitutional law is 
an expression of the will of the people, 
and their concurrence in its formation, 
either personally, or by representation, is 
essential to its legitimate authority. 

ARTICLE V. 

No community c~n be said, without 
mockery, to have a constitution, where 
there is a consolidation of the di ;lerent pow
ers of government in the hands of the same 
men, and the remaining portion are left of 
com:se, without any se.curity for their rights. 
Such a case presents an absolute gvvern
ment; a government of men, not of prin-
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clples. A constitution is not the creature 
of government; the nature of things ren
ders it impossible that it should be an acf; 
of government. In. strict, propriety, it ex
ists anterior to government ;-government 
is based upon, proceeC:i; from, and is the 
creature of the constitution. A constitu
tion contains the elements and principles of . 
government, and fixes the nature and lim
its of its form amt operation ; but is an 
instrument distinct from government, and 
by which government is controlled. It is 
a preliminary act of the people, in the cre
ation of government. It sustains to gov
ernment the same rt'lation that laws do to 
the judiciary; the latter is not the source 
of law, cannot make laws, or anr:ul them, 
but is subject to and governPd by law. A 
constitution recognizes the rights of the 
people, and provides for their assertion and 
maintenance. It settles the principles and 
maxims of government. It fixes the land
marks of legislation. It fixes . the sover
eign power of the people, giving law and 
limit to themselves and their representa
tives. 

ARTICLE VI. 
A government uniting the legislative. ju

dicial and executive powers in the hands of 
the same men, is an absurdity, in . theory, 
and in practice tyranny. The executive 
power in every government, should be sub· 

al> 
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ordinate to the legislative, and the judicial, 
independent of both. WhereYer, therefore, 
it happens, ihat these three departments of 
government are in the hands of the same 
body of men, and these men not the repre
sentatives of the people, first making the 
laws, then executing them, and finally the 
sole judges of their own acts, there is no 
liberty ; the people are Yirtually enslaved, 
and liable to be ruined at any time. In a 
government, civil or ecclesiastical, V'here 
the ssme men are legislators, administra
tors, and judges, in relation to all the laws, 
and every possible application of them, the 
people, whether well or ill-treated, are in 
fact slaves ; for the only remedy againsi 
such a despotism, is revolt. No constitu
tion can be presumed a good one, embody
ing the principles of correct government, 
which does not sufficiently guard againsi 
ihe chances and possibility of mal-adminis
tration. All absolute governments owe 
iheir character to the manner in which they 
are administered; whereas, in a represerta
tiYe government, with proper checks and 
balances, it is the interest, even of the vi
cious, to promote the general welfare, by 
conforming to the laws. The greater the 
equality established among men by govern
ments, the more virtue and happiness will 
prevail ; for where the voluntary consent of 
the governed is the basis of goyernment, 
interest and duty combine to promote the 
common weal. 
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ARTICLE VII. 
Every community should be the aeserter 

and guardian of its o'9n rijfbts. No gov
ernment can be admmistered to the advan
tage of the governed, for any considerable 
length of time. unle~s the people retain 
sufficient power in their own bands to com
pel their rulers to act correctly. When a 
goverumi>nt is so constructed that its acts 
are final, and preclude remedy by appeal to 
the people, its principles are unjust, and 
its administration cannot fail to be injuri
ous :-a virtuous administration can ntver 
change. or redeem the vicious principles of 
a governmi>nt. And whenever the subjects 
of a government, whose legislative,_ execu
tive, and judicial !Unctions, pertain to a 
few, independent of the choice of the peo
ple, find themselves aggrieved and op
pressed by the conduct of their rulers, 
without any constitutional remedy for the 
redress of existing evils, it then becomes 
tlm duty, and is the imprescriptable right of 
that people to control their rulers, by txtra
judicial measures. 

ARTICLE VIII. 
When all the powers and forms of gov

ernment are held and managed by a few, 
who act without delegated right by consent 
of the people, the authority of the rulers is 

• absolute, and t be people are disfranchised of 
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all right, in the various relations exist.ing 
between them as subjects and those who 
hold the reins of govtrnment. Such a gov
ernment mus t. alw .. ys lead to meneal debili
ty, will depress 1he moral vigor of a people, 
and necessarily abridge the liberty of rea
soning and investigation. In all govern
ments of this kind, right is the creature of 
fortune, and the slave of caprice. Those 
who live under a government, which denies 
to the people the right of represent.ation, 
blindly engage to submit to the will of oth
ers, right or wrong. and must continue to 
do so, or else deprive themselves of all the 
advantages of the community in which they 
live, in order to get rid of its evils. The 
enactmeqt of all laws and rules, therefore, 
should be with and by the consent of the 
people, and their execution strictly under 
their control. 

ARTICLE IX. 
The right to be represented, where law 

is made to govern, is .not only essential to 
civil freedom, but is equally the basis of 
religious liberty. Civil and religious liber-
ty are intimately connected; they u•ually 
live and die togeth•·r, and he who is the 
friend of the onP, cannot consistently be the 
enemy of the other. If liberty, as is ad
.mitted on all hands, is the perfection of 
civil society, by what right can religious ~ 



DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. XV 

society become despoiled of this crowning 
excellence of the social state? The New 
Testament furnishes the principles, but not 
the forms of Church government ; and in 
the adaptation of forms to these principles, 
Christian bodies should be governed mainly 
by the few facts and precedent!! furnished in 
the apostolic writings. The will and mind 
of the Great Head of the Church, on this 
subjPct, so far as clearly revealed, whether 
by express statute, or fair implication, can
not be contravened without impiety; but in 
relation to a variety of topics connected 
with the internal police and external rela
tion to the Church, on which the Scriptures 
are silent, it is left to every Christian com
munit.y to adopt its own regulations, and 
the same is true of nations. Ministers and 
private Christians, according to the New 
Testament, are entitled to equality of rights 
and privileges-an identity of interests im
plies an equality of rights. A monopoly 
of power, therefore, by tbe ministry, is .a 
usurpation of the rights of the people. No 
power on the part of the ministry ·can de· 
prive the people legitimately of their elec
tive and representative rights ; as the min
istry cannot think and act for the people, 
in matters of principle and conviction, so 
neither can they legislate for them, except 
as their authorized representatives. 
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ARTICLE X. 
The government of every Christian 

Church should be strictly a government of 
principles in relation to the governed ; and 
every private Christian is as deeply and 
reasonably interested as the ministry. Do
minion over conscience is the most absurd 
of human pretensions. The assumption, 
that absolute power in the affairs of Church 
government, is a sacred deposit in the bands 
of the ministry, libels the genius and chari
ties of the New Testament. Whenever a 
Christian people place them.selves under a 
ministry who claims the right of thinking 
and deciding ior them, in matters of faith 
and morality, they are guilty of impiety, 
however unin~entional, to the Great Head 
of the Church, inasmuch as it is required of 
every Christian t.o reflect and determine for 
himself, in all such cases, and the duty can
not be performed by another. And those 
ministers who aim at principality of this 
kind, in the personal concerns of faith and 
practice, are plainly guilty of usurped do
minion over the rights and consciences of 
the people. 

ARTICLE XI. 
Expediency and right are different things. 

Nothing is expedient that is un}ust. Neces
sity and convenience may render a form of 
government useful and effective for a time, 
which afterwards, under a change of cir-
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cumstances, and an accumulation of re
sponsibility, may become oppressive and 
intolerable. That system of thinits. which 
cannot be justified by the word of God, and 
the common sense of mankind, can never 
be expedient. Submission to power, grad
ually and insirliously usurped, should sel
dom or never be receiver! as proof of the 
legitimate consen t of tbe people to the pecu
liar form of government by which they are 
opptessed; as such submissivn may be the 
result of principle•, attachments and ener
gies, which owe their exiotence to 1·auses 
foreij!;n from the governm .. nt , which is sup
posed to produce them . . Peaceable submis
sion by the people, to a system of goveru.
ment, can never be construed into a pr.oper 
approval of it, as one of· thei ,· own choice; 
for as men by birth and education, may 
become t.he subjects of a form of civil gov
ernment they do not approve, so thousands 
may be born into the kingdom of God, and 
nurtured in his family, under forms of eccle
siastical policy' matel'ially inconsistent with 
the lights and notices of revelation on this 
subject. The continued suffrance and sub
mission of the people, so fa~ from proving 
the divine rigbt of those who govern, do 
not even furnish proof of any right at all, 
except the claim which arises from mere 
forbearance. 

ARTICLE XII. 
Without insisting upon those portions 
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of the New Testament, which go directly 
against the rights of the ministry to exclu
sive rule, the well-known indefiniteness of 
its language on the subject of Church-gov
ernment, should admonish the claimants of 
such power, that their pretensions cannot 
be switained. Nevertheless, in all ages 
since the apostolic, and in all parts of the 
world, with but few e:ii:ceptions, a large 
majority of those calling themselves Chris
tian minister, have shown a disposition 
both in ecclesiastical and civil affairs, to 
maintain an influence in matters of govern
ment, independent of the people, and to 
suppress the right of inquiry, and freedom 
of disci;ssion. And this is readily account
ed for by adverting to the fact, that the 
liberty of thinking and acting, and especial
ly the free expresoions of opinion, have al
ways lessened the influence of ministerial 
pretensions. and abridged the claims of an 
aspiring ministry to irresponsible domina
tion. It is lamentably true that in a thou
sand instances, in the various divisions o{ 
papal and Protestant Christendom, op
pression has been exercised under pre
tence of duty, and profellsed veneration for 
the dead; and their doing, and an earnest 
contention for · pre-existing customs had 
been u-tge<l, as sufficient reasons for with
holding the right.R of the people and lord
ing it over God's heritage. 
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ARTICLE XIII. 
It is true, to a great extent, that through· 

out all divisions of the Christian world, JD• 
tellect bas taken but comparatively little 
hold of the subject of religion, and still leBS 
of the subject of Church government, and 
this affords the ministry an opportunity of 
misleading the people on the rnbject of 
their rights, and in but too many instances, 
they resign themselves the passive subjects 
of their 1 eligious teauhers, without once in
quiring, whether in doing so, they do not 
dishonor the Great Head of the Church, in 
his members. Christian ministers are men 
of like passions with other men ; they are 
equally liable to err, and become depraved; 
they should not be watched with an eye of 
malignant jealousy, but their errors. oppres
sions, and usurpations should be met and 
resisted by the people, with confidence and 
firmness. The people should tei.cb their 
rulerd, that they will find them alike free 
from the spirit of faction and the tameness 
of servility. They should let them know, 
that with every disposition to render proper 
obedience, they are determined not to be 
oppressed. 

ARTICLE XIV. 
Whenever the members of a Church re• 

sign the right of suffrage, and of discussing 
freely and tearlessly the conduct d their rul-
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ers, whether it be done by direct concession, 
or indirectly b\· attaching themselves to, and 
continuing within the pale of the Church, 
where such a system of polity obtains, th'!y 
renounce to a fearful extent one of the first 
principles of the Protestant religion, and 
bring dishonor upon its name. Whenever 
spiritual rulers attempt to check a perfe-::tly 
free communication of thoughts and feelings 
among t e people,-when the lips and the 
pens of the laity are interdicted, without 
their oversight, and license,-when they at
tempt to cepreRs honest convictions and 
free inquiry;- •hen their di.;approbation is 
shown to all who do not support them, and 
their displea~ure incurred by tLe diffusion of 
intelligence among the people, not calcula
ted to increase their power and reputation, 
then it becomes tie duty of the people to 
decline their oversight, as men unworthy to 
rule the Cbur"h of God. Th., ro~k on 
which the Church has split for ages, is that 
the sovereign power to regular e all ecclesias
tical matters. (not decided by the scriptures, 
and which of right belongs to a Christian 
community as such,) bas, by a most mis
chievous and unnatural polity, misnamed 
expediency, been transferred to the hands 
of a few ministers, who have been in part, 
the patricians of the ministry, and the aris
tocracy of the Church. 
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ARTICLE XV. 

Government as a fixed and stable cause 
ln the progress of human affairs, is finally 
productive of a large amount of good or 
evil; it. is' strictly in its operation, a moral 
cause, in the formation of cbaracter; for it 
Decessarily presents circumstances and con
siderations in the light of reason and mo
tives which lead to results in the formation 
of character, that become habitual and per
manent. The good of all concerned, there• 
fore, should be t.he object proposed in the 
adoption of any form of government; and 
when a system of government is adopted, 
which calls off the attention of the governed, 
fl-om the general welfare, by depriving them 
of all control in the enactment of the laws, 
the natural and unavoidable tendency. of a 
government of this description, is vicious 
and demoralizing; and su•)h are the charac• 
ter and intluenc11 of all non-elective govern• 
ments. The memberR of a community, 
who place themselves under the exclusive 
control ,,f a few irresponsible persons, as 
their soul-masters, in matters of govern
ment, thus tamely deprive themselves of the 
right of representation, and even of exis· 
tence, exl'ept by expatri.ation, betray · a 
ctiminal negligence of their best interests 
e.nd great inattention to the general wel
fare .i and all governments recognizing 1ucla 
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a distinction. contravene necessarily the in• 
fiuence of enlightened conviction and inde• 
pendent inquiry. 

ARTtCLE XVI. 
Any government that does not allow the 

people to meet, deliberate, and d~cide upon 
matters that concern themseh·es, ts evident
ly oppressive. For those who are not the 
representatives of the people to make laws 
for them. and then deny them the freedom 
of candid inquiry and honest animadversion, 
is a measure as irrational as it is unjust. 
The maxim which assumes that the minis
try has a right to rule and dictate exclusive
ly, in the great concerns of religion, is the 
fruitful source of implicit faith, which, tame• 
ly, and without inquiry, receives instruction 
at the hands of men, as authoritative and 
final-impiously receiving " for doctrines 
the commandments of men, and perverting 
the oracles of God.'' When the ministry 
jud~e and determine for the people, without 
their legitimate concurrence, as a matter of 
.""ight, conformity becomes a question of 
policy, instead of resulting from conscience 
and principle. A government which denies 
to the governed the right to inquire, remon
strate, and demand withheld justice, which, 
from its structure and operation, is calcula· 
ted to darken the understanding and mis
lead t.he judgment-and thus compel obe• 
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dience to its measures, in the great interest 
of right and wrong, must be esseniially un
just, a11d ought not to be submitted to. 

ARTICLE XVII. 

No power possesses so fatal a principle of 
increase and accumulation in itself, as ec
clesiastic!al power. Its facilities for repro
duction and multiplication are many and 
fearful, and should be vigilently guarded 
against by all who consider the image of • 
God as closely connected with the rights of 
man. And whenever the growth and man
ifestation of this power, ho any of its innu
merable forms and modes of operation, shall 
clearly amount to an invasion of Christian 
rights, the injured and oppre11Sed should re
sist the encroachment with manly decision 
and unyielding !'emonstrance. In every 
Church, where the principle of representa• 
tion is ellcluded, in the aff .irs of its govern
ment, the right of prinre judgment be
comes a nullity, and faith and practice are 
necessarily, to a great Clltent, tile off~pring 
of prescription. The rig hi of deciding what 
are the will and mind of God, in matters of 
faith and discipline, by prescriptive inter
pretation, is conceded in the ::">criptures to 
no man, or body of men exclusively; of 
course, the right of judgment belongs to all, 
e<1ually and inalienably, and when the miaw 
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ietry avail themselves of the indifference, in• 
attention, or ignorance of the people brought 
under their char~e from time to time, to 
constitute themst-lves tbe;r legislative mas
ters and executive guardians, they usurp 
the doruinion of conscience, and alt.bough 
never complained of, arc d~ facto religious 
tyrants, brnause they asPume and exercise 
r ights, that do not and cannot, in the na
ture of tlin~, belong to them. It should 
not be overlooked, moreover, that when the 

. • ministry are C(.nsidered by the laity, as the 
sole judges and depositories of faith and 
discipline, the people lose the only power
fel mofrfe, the ,mly direct incentive, they 
can possibly have, to inquire and decide for 
themselves, in the infinitely momentous 
concerns of tru th and duty. Such a mono
poly of power by the ministry, tends direct• 
ly to m~ntal deha,ement, l!onsequently in
decision of character, insincerity and mis
guided zeal. 

ARTICLJI: XVIII. 
That form of ecc!Psiastical polity under 

which the revenuEs of the Church proceed 
from the people, when they ha\'e no parti• 
ci"pation In the enactrnPnt of its la"s, furn
ishes no proper con8titutional balance of 
power; for the legblative coqncil of the 
Church, consisting of the mini.try alone, 
b.!\ve it in their power, at any time to ren· 
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der the contributions of the people to an 
amount sufficient for their competent 11up• 
ply and even affluence, not a voluntary se~ 
•ice, but a Condition of membership; when 
such a government ceases to be free, and 
necessarily becomes tyrannical. Any govA 
ernment which places the public property 
of the goterned in the hands of its rulers, 
110 that it must proceed from their gift ell• 
clusively, without any constitutional nega
tite in its appropriation on the part of the 
people, i11 unjust and vicious in its nature, 
Property is dominion held in ri~ht of power; 
and ifin the hands of a few, the balance of .• 
government is destroyed, by enabling them 
to control the destiny of the whole. As it 
Is the duty of every community, to support 
those who are only callt>d to the adminis
tration of its affairs, 110 it is plainly a mattel' 
of right, that the will of the people should 
determine the neceHary amount of supplies, 
and the mode of their assessment and col• 
lection. 

A~TICLE XIX. 

Punlshmettts should neter be infiicted in 
any community, except when SU"ictly neces
sary, and plainly called for by the public 
good ; and in all cases the infliction should 
be according to law. All punishments, pro• 
9eedinc from the regular administration of 

b 
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@onstitutional law, should be submitted to 
without resistance. 

ARTlCLE xx. 
The subjects of all governments have a 

right to know the official act~ and doings 
of their agents and officers, and to demand 
their publication accor?ingly. 

ARTICLE XXI. 
The vindication of an injured people, in 

a contention for the!r rights, is furnished 
by the shameful _denial of their existence. 

ARTICLE XXII. 

Any monment by tbe oppressed, to re• 
cover their rights, will be resisted by those 
who have oppressed them ; but suffering 
and persecution, in. a cause which the love 
of God and man requires, should be fear
lessly met and resolutely borne. 



DISCIPLINE 
OF THE 

WE~LlYAN METH~DHT C~NNECTIUI. 

SECTION 1. 

ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES. 

1. .A Christian Church is a society of 
believers in Jesus Christ, assembling in any 
one place for religious worship, and is of 
Divine institution. 

2. Christ is the only head of the Church; 
and the Word of God the only rule of faith 
and conduct. 

3. No person who loves the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and obeys the Gospel of God our 

b2 
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Savior, ought to be deprived of Cbur<.'h• 
membership. 

4. Every man bas an inalienable right to 
private judgment in matters of religion, 
and an equal right to express his opinion in 
any way which will not violate the laws of 
God or the rights of bis fellow men. 

5. Church trials ehould be conducted on 
Gospels principles only: and no minister or 
member should be excommunicated except 
for immorality, the propagation of unchris• 
tian doctrines or for neglect of duties en~ 
joined by the Word of God. 

6. The pastoral or ministerial office and 
· duties are of Divine appointment; and all 

Elders in the Church of God are equal; but 
ministers are forbidden to be lords over 
God's heritage, or to have dominion over 
the faith of the saints. 

7. The Church has a right to form and 
enforce such rule!! and regulations only as 
are in accordance with the Holy Scriptures, 
and may be necessary or have a tendency 
to carry into effect the great system of prac~ 
tical Christianity. 

8. Whatever power may be necessary ta 
the formation of rules and regulations is 
inherent in •he ministen and memb81'1t of 



ARTICLB8 OF RBLIGION. 29 

the Church ; but so mqch of that power 
may be delegated from. time to time, upon 
a plan of representation, as they may judge 
neceEsary and proper. 

9. It is the duty of all ministers and 
members of the Church to maintain godli
ness, and to oppose all moral evil. 

10. It is obligatory upon ministers of the 
Gospel to be faithful in the discharge or 
their pastoral and ministerial duties; and 
it is also obligatory upon the members to 
esteem ministers highly for their work& 
sake, and to render them a righteous com
pensation for their labors. 

SECTION II. 

ARTICLES OF RELIGION. 

I. OF FAITH IN THE HOLY TRINITY. 

There is but one living and true God, 
everlasting, of infinite power, wisdom and 
goodness ; the maker and preserver of all 
things, visible and invisible. And in unity 
of this God-head there are three persons of 
one substance, poweo:- and eternity ;-the 
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Father, the Son, (the Word,) and the Holy 
Ghost. 

Dent. 4: 1 Vor. viii, 4, 6: Jer. x. 10: John 
xvii, 3: Psa ms xc, '2: J Timothy i. 17: Exod. 
xxxiii, ?,O : John iv, 24: Oen. xv·i, 1: Psalms 
civ, 24: Romsns xvi, 27: Gen. i. 1: Col. i, 16: 
1 John v, 7, 20: John x, 30: 2 Cor. xiii, 14: 
John i, l, 2: Rev. xix, 13: John v, 18; chap. x, 
30 : Phil. ii, 6. 

Il. OF THE SON OF GOD. 

The only begotten Son of God was con
ceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Vir
gin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead and 1'uried ; to be a 
sacrifice, not only for original guilt, but 
also for the a~tual ~ins of men, and to re
co::.cile us to God. 

John i, 14, 18; chap. iii, 16: Luke i. 27 31 35; 
Gal. iv. 4, 5: Ma•t. xxii: Mark xv: Eph. v, 2 : 
Htb. vii. 27, chap. x, 12, cbAp. ii 17, chap. xi, 
28, x, 12: Gal. I, 4: 1 Peter ii, :A: 1 John ii, 2, 
Ro.u. v, 10: 2 Cor. v: 18, 19: Rom. v, 10, 18. 

Ill. OF THE RKSURRECTION 01'' CHRIST, 

Christ did truly rise again from the dead, 
taking his body with all things appertaining 
&O the perfection of man's i.ature, where
with he ascended into beavtn, and there 
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sitteth until he return to judge all men at 
the last day. 

Matt. xxviii, 5-9, 16, 17: MPrk xvi, 6, 7: Jobu 
xxl: Lake xxiv, 5, 6: 1ohn xx, 26 -2!J: l Cor. 
xv, 6, 14: Acts x, 40 42: Heh. xiii. 20: Acta Ii, 
24: Actsxih,37: Ma1k xvi, U: Actoi,2: Rom. 
vlii,34: Rom. xiv, 9, JO. 

IV. OF TilE HOLY GHOST. 

The Holy Ghost proceeding from the 
Father and the Son, is of one substancE>, 
majesty, and glory, wirh t.be Father and the 
Son, very and eternal God. 

John xiv. 26, xv, 26: Gal. iv. 6: Rom. viii, 9: 
t Acts v, 3, 4: 2 Cor. iii, 17: Jo.i xxxiii, 4: Matt. 

xxviii, 19: Acts xx, 28. 

V. THB SUFFICIENCY OF THE HOLY SCRIP• 

TURES FOR S~LVATION. 

The Holy Scriptures contain all thing1 
neressary to salvation; so that whatsoever 
is not read therein, nor may be proved 
thereby, is not to be rPquired of any man, 
that it should be believed as an article of 
faith, or- be thought rcqui~ite or necettsary 
to salvation. In the name of the Holy 
Scriptures, we de. understand these canoni· 
cal books of the Old and New Testament, 
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of whose authority there is no doubt in the 
Church. 

The canonical books of the Old Testa
ment are:-

Geuesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomv, Joshua,' Judges, Ruth, I. 
Samuel, II. Samuel. I. Kings, II. Kings, I. 
Chronicles, Ir. Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, 
Esther, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesias
tes, The Song of Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremi
ah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, 
Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Na
hum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zech- • 
ariah, and Malachi. 

The canonical books of the New Testa
ment are:-

Matthew, Mark, Luke, . John, The Acts, 
The Epistle to the Romans, I. Corinthians, 
II. Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Phil
lippians, Colossians, I. Thessalonians, II. 
Thessalonians, I. Timothy, II. Timothy, 
Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James, I. Peter, 
IL Peter, I. John, II. John, Ill. John, 
Jude and Revelation. 

2 Ti•uothv iii, 16-17: John v, 35: 2 Peter i, 19: 
Gal. i. 8: l The•. ii, 13: fohn xvii, 17: P alms 
xix, 7: l Peter i, 23: Heb. iv, 12: L11ke xxiv, 
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27, verse 49: Acts xvii, 2, 11: R:>m. I, 2: Rom. 
xv, 4, CJa ' X\ I, 26. 

VI. OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

The Old Te~tament is not contrary to the 
New; for both in the Old and New Testa
ment, everlasting life is offered to mankind 
through Christ, who is the only Mediator 
between God and man. Wherefore, they 
are not to be heard, who feign that the old 
fathers did look onlv for transitory prom
ises. Although the law given from God by 
Moses, as touching ceremonies and rites, 
doth not bind Christians, nor ought the civ
il precept.s thereof of neceHity, be rec .. ived 
in any commonweal:h; yet notwithstand
ing, no Christian, whatsoever, is free from 
the obedi .. nee of the commandments which 
are called moral. 

Luke xxiv, 27, 4t: John v, 46: 1 Tim. II 5: 2 
Cor. I, ~o: Rom. xv, 8: Heb. xi, 39, 40: Col. II, 
14, 16, 17: Ep'>. ii , 15, 16: Heb. x 1: Matt. v, 
17, 19. xx1i, 37-40: Jaines 1, 1.5 : l John ii, 3, 
4-7. 

VII. OF RELATIVE DUTIES. 

Those two great commandments which 
require us to love the Lord our God with 
all our hearts, and our neighbors as our

b2 
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selves, contain the sum of the Divine law 
as it is revealed in the Scriptures; and are 
the measure and perfect rule of human du
ty, as well for the ordering and directing of 
families and nations, and all other social 
bodies, as f r individual acts, by which we 
are required to acknowledge God as our 
only supreme ruler, and all men as created 
by him, equal in all na'tural rights. Where
fore, all men are brund so to order all their 
individual ' nd social, and political acts, as 
to render to God entire and absolute obe
dience; and to secure to all men the enjoy
ment of every natural right, as well as to 
promote tbe greatest happiness of each in 
the possession and exercise of such rights. 

L ev. xix, 18 31: Matt. vii, 12: Matt. v, 44-47: 
xxit. 37-40 : James i i. 8: John xii, 34, 35: Rom. 
xii, 9, xiii, 8 10: Ga'. v, 14: 1 Peter ii, 17: 
Gal. vi, 10: Acts xvii 26, x, 34, 3ii: Jer. xxi. 12. 
xxii, 3: Zech. vi 9, 10: Exod. xviii, 27: 
Deat . i,lli . 17.xvi, 18: 2 Sam xxiii,3: Job 
xxix J6, xxxi, 13, 14: Romans xiii, l, 7. Ti
lus iii, 1. 

VIII. OF ORIGINAL OR BIRTH SIN. 

Original sin standeth not in the following 
of Adam, (as the Pelagians do vainly talk,) 
but it is the corruption of the nature of 
every man, that naturally is engendered of 
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the offspring of Aqam, whereby man is 
wholly gone from o)iginal righteousness, 
and of his own nature inclined to evil, and 
that continually. 

Rom. v, 12, 18, 19 : Genesis v, 13, viii, 21: Jer, 
xvii, 9: l\l ark vii, 21. 2J, ~3: Rom. lit. 10, 11, 12: 
Gen. vii, 5: Rom. vi i, 7: Eph. ii, , -;j, 

IX, OF FREE WILL. 

The condition of man after the fall of 
Adam is such, that he cannot turn and pre
pare himself, by his own natural strergth 
and work, in faith, an(l. calling upon God; 
wherefore we have no power to do good 
works, pleasant and acceptable to God, 
without the grace of God; by Christ work• 
ing in us, that we may have a good will, 
and working with us, when we have that 
good will. 

John xv, 5: Rom. v,6. 7, 8: Eh. II, 1, 6: 
Phil. ii, 13: John vi, 44, 65: Eph. 11 . 8, 9: Jer. 
x, 23: Phil. IV, 13. 

X. OF TilE JUSTIFICATION OF MAN. 

We are accounted righteous before God, 
only for the merit of our Lord aud Savior 
Jesus Christ by faith, and not our own 
works or deservings ;-Wherefore, that we 
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are ju~tified by faith, only, is a most whole
some doctrine, and vny full of comfort. 

Eph. ii, 8, 9: Rom. iii . 24, 28: Phil. iii, 9: 
Acts vii , 3i, xv. 11, xvi, 31: Hom. Iv, 2-5. v, 1, 
2 : Heb. c apter xi. 

XI. OF GOOD WORKS. 

Altho 1gh good works, which are the fruit 
of faith . and follow after justification. can
not put away our sins, and endure the se
verity of God's judgment; yet are they 
pleasing and accPptable to God in Christ, 
and spring out of a true and lively faith, 
insomuch that by them a lively faith may be 
as evidently ·known as a tree is discerned 
by its fruit. · 

Rom . iii. 20. iv 2, 4, 6: Titus iii, 5: James ii: 
18. 22: Matthew v, 16. vi ;, 16-20: Jolin xv, 8, 
l'hil. i) li: 1 t'eter ii, 9, 12. . 

XII . OF SIN AFTER JUSTIFICATION . 

Not every sin willingly committed after 
justification is the sin against the Holy 
Ghost, and unpardonable. Wherefore re
pentance is not denied to such as fall into 
sin after jllstification; after we have received 
the Holy Ghost, we may depart from grace 
given, and fall into sin, and by t.he grace· 
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of God, rise again to amend our lives. 
And, therefore, they are to be condemned, 
who say they can no more sin as long as 
they live here; or deny the place of for
giveness to such as truly repent. 

Luke xix, 42: Heb. iii, 7- '3, 15: Psalms xcv 
7, 11: Matt xx iv, 12: llal. v, 41 7: John v, 14; 
1 Jo1• n ii, l:l: Eph. v, 14: l Km gs ,.iii. 46: Ecm. 
vii, 20: 1 John i, 8: James iii, 2, 8: Rev. ii, 5: 
1 Jc.bu i, 9: Jer. iii, 2:.!. 

XIII. OF SANCTIFICATION. 

Sanctification is that renewal of our fallen 
natures by the Holy Ghost, received through 
faith in Jesus Christ, whose blood of atone
ment cleanseth from all sin; whereby we 
are not only delivered from the guilt of sin, 
but are washed from its pollution, saved 
from its power, anrl are enabled, through 
grace, to love God with all our hearts', and 
to walk in bis holy commandments blame
less. 

Ezek. xxxvi, 25-29: realms cxxx, 8: Dent. 
xxx, 6: 1 J~hn iil,8: Eph v, 25, 27 : Rom. viii, 
3. 4: John xvii, 2-23: E~b. iii, ~4 : 1 Tbess. v, 
23: Matt. v, 48: Luke i, 74 75: l John iv, 17: 
Heb. ix, 13, 14, x, 18-2:l : 2 Peter i, 4: l John 
i,7,8,iii, 9: Jude v rse24: Eph. 1v 13: Col. 
iv, 12: 2 Tim. iii, 17: 1 Tbess. ii, 10: l Peter v, 
10: l Cor. vi, 11: Heb. x, 14: 1 John iv,18. 17: 
Phil. ii, 5. 

.. 
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XIV, OF THE SACRAMENTS, 

Sacraments ordained of Christ are not 
only badges or tokens of Christian men's 
professions, but they are certain signs of 
grace, and God's good will toward ns, by 
which he doth work invisibly in us, and 
doth not only quicken, but also· strengthen 
and confirm our faith in Him. 

There are two Sacraments ordained of 
Christ· our Lord, in the Gospel; that is to 
say, Baptism and the Supper of the Lord. 

Matt. xxviii. 19, xxvi, 26-28: 1 C ·r. xi, 23-26: 
1 Cor . x 6: R om. ii, 28, 29, iv, 1: Gal. iii, 27: 
2 Cor. v, 17: Mark xiv, 22, 24. 

XV. ON BAPTISM. 

Baptism is not only a sign of profession, 
and mark of difference, whereby Christians 
are distinguished from others who are not 
baptized, but it is also a sign of regenera
tion or new birth. The baptism of young 
children is to be retained in the Church. 

1 Cor. xii, 13: Gal. iii, 28, 29: Col. ii, 11, 12: 
Titus iii. 5: Acts ii . 38, viii, 12. 36-39, xxii, 16, 
ii, 41: Matt. iii, 13-17: Acts xvi, 3:l_: Num. viii, 
7: Ezek xx xvi . 25: Mark xvi, 16: John iv, 1, 
2: Acts ix, 18, xviii, 8, xix, 5. 
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XVI. OF THE LORD'S SUPPER. 

The Supper of the Lord is not only a sign 
of the love that Christians ought to have 
among themselves. one to another, but rath
er it is a sacrament of our redemption by 
Christ's death; insomuch that, to such as 
rightly, worthily, and with faith receive the 
same, it is made a medium through which 
God doth communicate grace to the heart, 

ICor.xi, 28: Lukexxii, 19,20: I Cor.v, 
8, x, 3, 4, 16: Jubn vi, b3, 56 . 

xvn. OF THE ONE OBLATION OF CHRIST 

FINISl'IED UPON THK CROSS. 

The offering of Christ, once made, is that 
perfect redemption and propitiation for all 
tlie sins of tht- whole world, both original 
and actual ; and there is none other satis
faction for sin but that alone. Wherefore, 
to expect salvation on the ground of our 
own works, or by suffering the pains our 
sins deserve, either in the present or future 
state, is derogatory to Christ's offering for 
us and a dangerous deceit . 

Rom. v. 8, 11, viii 34: Heb. Ix, 11-15, 24-28: 
Acts iv, 12: Heb. x, 14: Heb. vii, 23, ~7. 

L3 



40 ARTICLES OF RELIGION. 

XVIII. OF THE RITES AND CEREMONIES 

OF CHURCHES. 

It is not nec':lssary that rites aud ceremo
nies should in all places be the same, or 
exactly alike; for they have always been 
different, and may be changed according 
to the divi>rsitiE:s of countries, times, and 
men's mannns, so that nothing be ordain
ed against God's word. 

Every particulu Church may ordain, 
change, or abclish rites and ceremonies, so 
that all things may be done to edification. 

John xviii , 36: Rom. xiv, 4, 17: Acts xv, 10: 
Gal v, 1. t:l: l Peter it , 16: lCor.i, IO,xiI,25: 
Rom. xiv, 2. 15, :ll: 2 Thees. iii, 6, 14: Rom. 
xiv, 5: l Oor. xiv, 26: l Thri. i, 4, 6. 

XIX. OF THE Rl<:SURRECTION OF THE DEAD . 

There will be a general resurrection of 
the dead, both of the just and the unjust, at 
which t =me the souls and bodies of men 
will be re-united to receive together a just 
retrib~tion for the deeds done in the body 
in this life. 

Job x ·x . 25-27: Psalms xvi, 9, 10: Dan. xij, 
2: Matt. xxii 30-32: Luke xiv, 14: Acts xxiih 
6, xxlv \!l: Rom. viii, 11: I Cor. v1 , 14 ctian· 
xv: 2 Cor. iv, v, 1-31 ·: Thess. iv, 14, 15-17: 
Rev. xx, 6. 
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xx. 01!' THE GENERAL JUDGMENT. 

There will be a genPral judgment at the 
end of the world, when God will judge all 
men by Jesus Christ, and receive the right
eous into his heavenly kingdom, where they 
shall be forever secure and happy; and ad
judge the wicked to everl11sting punish
ment,_ suited to the demerit· of their sins. 

Acts xx v, .2li: H b vi. 2, ix, 27: Acts xvlit 
31: R~m ii, 2, 16: Rev. xx, 11, 12: Eccl. xi, 
9, vii, 14: Rom. xvi, 12. 

SECTION III. 

THE NATURE. DESIGN, AND GENERAL 
RULES OF OUR UNITED CHURCHES. 

1. In the latter ehd of the year 1739, 
eight or ten persons came to .Mr. Wesley, 
in London, who appeared to be deeply con
vinced of sin, and earnestly gnaning for 
redemption. They desired (as did two or 
three more the next day) that be would 
spend some time with them in prayer, and 
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advise them bow to flee from the wrath to 
come, which they saw continually hanging 
over their beads. That he might have more 
time for this great work, be appointed a 
day when they might all come together; 
which from thenceforward they did every 
week; namely, on Thursday, in the even
ing. To these, and as many more as de
sired to join with them, (for their number 
increased daily) he gave tho.e advices from 
time to time which he judged most needful 
for thew; and they always concluded their 
meeting with prayer suited to their several 
necessities. 

2. This was the rise of the Wesleyan 
Societies in Europe, then of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Churches of America; such 
Churches are no other than companies of 
persons having the form and seeking the 
power of godliness,-uriited in order to 
pray together, to receive the word of ex
hortation, and to watch over one another 
in love, that they may help each other to 
work out their salvation. 
· 3. That it may the more easily be dis
cerned whether they are indeed working 
out their own salvation, each Church is di-
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vided into smaller companies, called classes 
according to their respective places of abode. 
In ordinary cases there should be a!Mmt 
twelve or fifteen members in a class, one of 
whom is styled the leader, whose duty it is 
to hold with them a weekly meeting, to 
inquire how their souls prosper, and to ad• 
vise, reprove and exhort, as occasions may 
require. 

4. There is only one condition previously 
required of those who desire admission as 
probationers with these Churches-" a de
sire to flee from the wrath to come, and to 
be saved from their sins."· Rut wherever 
this is really fixed in the soul, it will be 
shown by its fruits. It is furthermore e:g:
pected of those who are admitted to oar 
Churches, that they should continue to evi
dence their desire of se.lvation :-

First, by doing no bar by a't'oidi1ig 
evil of every kind, especially that which is 
most generally practiced : such as 

The taking of the naclle of God in vain, 
The profaning the day of the Lord, eithet 

by doing ordinary work thereiu, or by buy
ing or selling. 

Drunk1inness, or the manufacture, buy· 
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ing, or selling or using intoxicating liquors 
unless for mechanical, chemical, or medici
nal purposes, or in any way intentioDally 
and knowir>gly, aiding others so to do. 

The bu}ing or selling of men, women or 
children, with an intent.ion to enslave them; 
or holding them as slaves; or claiming that 
it is right so to do. 

Fighting, quarreling, brawling, brother 
going to law with brother; returning evil 
for evil ; or railing for railing; the using 
many words in buying or selling. 

Uncharitable or unprofitable conversa
tion. 

Doing to others as we would not they 
should do unto us. 

Doing what we know is not for the glory 
of God; as 

The putting on of gold and costly ap
parel. 

The taking of such div,,.rsions as · cannot 
be used in the name of the Lord Jes us. 

The singing those songs or reading those 
books, which do not tend to the knowledgP. 
or love of God. 

Softness, or needless self-indulgence. 
Laying up treasures u~on earth. 
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Borrowing without a probability of pay• 
fog; or taking up goods without a proba• 
bility of paying for them. 

6. It is expected of all who co1.tinue in 
these Churches, that they should continue 
to evidence their desire for saltaiion : 

Secondly; by doing good, by being in 
every kind merciful after their power, as 
they have opportunity, doing good of every 
possible sort, and, as far as possible, to aU 
men. 

To their bodies, of the ability which God 
giveth, by giving food to the hungry, by 
clothing the naked, by visitin~ or helping 
them that are sick or in pri'son. 

To their souls, by instructing, reproving 
or exhorting all we have any intercourse 
with; trampling under foot that enthusias· 
tic doctrine, that "we are not to do good 
unless our hearts be free to it.'' 

By doing good, especially to thoee who . 
are of the household of faith, or groaning 
so to be; employing them preferably to 
othere, buying one of another, helping each 
other in business ; and so much the more 
because the world will love hs own, and 
them onl7. 
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By all possible diligence and frugality, 
tha~ the Gospel be not blamed. By run
ning with patience the race which is set be
fore them, denying themselves, and taking 
up their cross daily; submitting to bear 
the reproach of Cbrist, to be as the filth 
and offscouring of the world ; and looking 
that men should say all manner of evil of 
them falsely for the Lord's sake. 

6. It is expected of all who desire to 
continue in these Churches, that they should 
continue to evidence their desire for salva
tion: 

Thirdly; by attending upon all the ordi
nances of God : such are 

The public worship of God: 
The ministry of the Word either read or 

expounded: 
The supper of the Lord: 
Family and private 'prayer: 
Searching the Scriptures, and, 
Fasting or abstinence. 
7. These are the General Rules of our 

Churches ; all of which we are taught of 
God to observe, even in his written word, 
which is the only rule, and the sufficient 
rule both of our faith and practice. And 
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all these we know his Spirit writes on truly 
awakened hearts. If there ho any among 
us who observe them not, who habitually 
break any of them, let it be known unto 
them who watch over that soul, as they who 
must give an account. We will admonish 
him of the error of his ways. We will 
bear with him for a season ; but if then he 
repent not, he hath no more place among 
us. We have delivered our own.souls. 

SECTION IV. 

ON TIIE C'1NSTITUTION, RECEPTION, 
AND POWERS OF CHURCHES. 

1. Any number of believers in Jesus 
Christ, united as a religious society on 
Gospel principles, fo1· the maintenance of 
Christian fellowship and worship, constitute 
a Christian Church. 

2. Any such 8ociety conforming to our 
Book of Discipline and means of grace, on 
application to tile President of a Yearly 
Conference, or to the nearest Quarterly 
Conference, or to any elder having charge, 
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shall be r!icognized as a Wesfoyan Metho • 
dist Church. 

8. We recommend that Churches, when 
their number and circumstances require it1 

be divided into classes. 
4. It is recommended that Churches 

hold monthly meetings for the transaction 
of business; but meetings may be called 
for that purpose at any time1 by the Pastor 
or any three members1 due notice being 
given thereof. 

5. The Churches may admit persons to a 
probationary relation, and determine the 
privileges and duties that may in their 
judgment lead them to ~alvation by the 
remissioll' of sin . They shall also have 
power to receive members on confession of 
faith who have been baptized, or on certifi
cate, or other satisfactory evidence that 
they have been baptized members, in good 
standing in any other Christian Churcb1 

provided that they are satisfied with the 
Christian experience of the. candidate ; but 
no Church shall be compelled to receive 
members on certificate, from any source. 

6. It shall be the duty of all our Churches 
to hear and try complaints, and to &Ipel 
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unworthy members, according to our Judi
ciary Rules. 

7. When objections are ur~dagainst the 
reception of a member, it shall require 11. 

vote of three-fourths of those pre~nt t11 
receive, but a majority shall be sufficient to 
expel. 

8. We recommend to the CburcheH the 
following form of receiving members: 

Aft.er tbe p11.stor and commitree have ex- . 
-amined the candidates in regard to articles 
'Of faith and practice, if approved, the per
sons shall be called before the Church, when 
1he following questions will be propounded: 

QuEs. 1. Have you carefully examined. 
'Our articles of faith and Church polity? 

'QuEs. 2 Do you cordially accept them 
·as the exponent of your faith and rule ·of 
'Conduct P 

Any member of the Church may :i.sk 
'<J.Uestions touching the Christian experieooe 
of the <;andidat.es when the vote on their 
reception shall be taken. 

[Here the Church will ,·ote on the reception 
·of the candidates.] 

Being received, tht'y sh•ll be ~ 
•s follows .-

o 
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BELOVED FRIENDS :-The influence of the 
act you now perform, will be as lasting as 
your existence. The vows you have made 
in secret you are now in public to confess 
and ratify. In the presence of these wit
nesses, of angels, and of Him whose eye 
searcheth the heart, you come, openly and 
solemnly, to confess Christ before men ; to 
devote yourselves to his service, to take 
-vows upon you and to enter into the commu
nion of His visible Church. This scene win 
often vividly recur to you, both in this life 
and in that which is to come. Relying, 
therefore, on the grace of God, you conse~ 
crate your~elves wholly and unreservedly 
to Christ, and trust in him for grace and 
strength to perform your vows. 

COVENANT. 
You solemnly, severally, avouch t.he LORD 

JEHOV.HI, FATHER, SON and HOLY GHOST 
to be your God, the object of your supreme 
affections and your portion forever. You 
cordially accept the Lord Jes us Christ to be 
your Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit your 
Sanctifier, comforter and Guide. 

You cheel'fully devote yourselves to God 
in the eyerlasting cove::ant of his grace, 
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consecrating all your powers ilnd faculties 
to His service and glory. And you promise 
that you will cleave to Him as your chief 
good ; that you will give diligent attention 
to His word and ordinances ; that you will 
seek the honor and advancement of His 
kingdom, and that hen-.:eforth, denying all 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, you will live 
soberly, righteously and Godly in this pres
ent world. 

You do also cordially join yourselves to 
this Church, and engage to submit to all its 
rules of government; to seek earnestly its 
peace, purity and edification, and to walk 
with all its members in charity and. faithful
ness, in meekness and sobriety. Do you 
thus freely and solemnly devote yourselves 
to be the Lord's? 

[Those uniting on certificate from other 
Churches will here arise.] 

COVENANT FOR THOSE UNlTING ON CERT!· 
FICA TE. 

BELOVED FRIENDS :-In transferring your 
covena~ relation to this branch of the 
Church of Christ, you again renew your 
vows of Church-fellowship. Relying upon 
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the grace of God, you promise to walk in 
all his commandments and ordinances, and 
to seek His service as your highest joy.
You promise to submit to the r~les and dis· 
cipline of this Church ; to strive earnestly 
for its peace, purity and prosperity, and 
to walk with all its members in love and 
Christian fidelity. Do you thus renewedly, 
freely and solemnly devote yourselves to 
be the Lord's? 

[Members of the Church here arise.) 

RESPONSE OF THE CHURCH. 

We, the members of this Church, do cor•· 
dially receive you as brethren and sisters 
beloved, to our communion and fellowship, 
and promise to walk with you in love and 
watch over you, to instruct, counsel, ad• 
monish and cherish you , with all long suf• 
fering, gentleness and love. 

(Here the pastor, in the name of the Church, 
will give the right hand of fellowship. In the 
absence of the pastor, an officer of the Church 
should be designated to officiate, and give the 
right hand of fellowship.] 

9 . Each Church shall have it book of rec
ords, kept by a clerk appointed by the 
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Church, in which all the names of the mem
bers shall be recorded-the time when re
ceived, and whether by letter or on profes
sion of faith; also all withdrawals, dismis
sions, expulsions and deaths occurring dur
ing each Conference year; also a record 
of all baptisms. 

SECTION V. 

JUDICIARY RULES. 

A Uhurch, when it shall judge it expedi
ent, may appoint a Judicial Committee of 
not less that six persons, who sllall remain 
in office one year, unless displaced by the 
Church. This committee shall be a standing 
court to hear all complaints, and to try 
all charges against any lay member of the 
Church ; provided that the Church shall have 
power to refer any case to a special com
mittee, of males or females, as they shall 
deem it best, to secure the ends of truth 
and justice. 

The pastor shall be the chairman . of the 
Judicial Committee; but when the pastor 
shall be the plaintiff, or w n the Church 
shall have no pastor, it y appoint some 
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other person to preside ; and in the case of 
its neglecting so to do, the Committee shall 
appoint its own chairman. 

2. For personal offenses, sinful tempers 
or words, or neglect of duties, 011r Lord's 
directions, in Matt. xviii, 15-17, shall be fol
lowed ; and in case the person aggrieved 
shall report the alleged offense, before these 
previous steps shall have been taken, he 
shall be deemed guilty of evil speaking, and 
without amendment be shall be brought to 
trial on charge for this offense. But for 
public offenses, such as holding and propa
gating heretical doctrines, flagrant disobe
dience to the order and discipline of the 
Church, and for open immoralities, the 
parties so offending may be proceeded 
against without previous labor. 

3. In all cases of trial, a bill shall be 
made out setting forth the charge, or char
g-es, with the specifications in writing, and a 
copy of the ~ame shall be served upon the 
accused by the Chairman of the court, or 
complainant, allowing the accused a reason
able time to prepare for trial, which shall 
not Le less than six days. The removal of 
the accused person beyond the jurisdiction 



JUDICURY RULES. 55 

of the judicature during the pendir.g trial, 
1hall be deemed presumptive proof of guilt. 
unless satisfactory evidence be presented of 
inability to be present. 

4. A complaint against any lay member 
of the Church shall be presented to the pas
tor; but if there be no pastor. or if he neg
lect to attt,nd to the complaint, the charges 
shall be presented to the judicial committee, 
and if there be no standing judicial commit
tee, the charges shall be presented to the 
Church at one of its meetings and the 
Church may proceed to try the complaint., 
or refer it for trial to a special committee. 
which it may appoint for that purpoSP,
and in all cases of conviction before a com. 
mittee, an appeal to the Church shall be 
allowed, whose decision shall be final. 

5. A complaint against an Elder shall be 
presented to the nearest Elder in charge, 
who shall cite the accused to appear before 
a committee which he shall select, con-
11isting of at least three Elders, and an equal 
number of laymen. Said committee, with 
the Elder calling the same for its chairman. 
thall constitute a court for the trial ot the 
....... int, with power to acquit, censure, or 
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suspend until the next session of the Yea71:1 
Conference, whose decision shall be final 
The Yearly Confereuce shall also ha"'le ori
ginal jurisdiction, and may proceed to trr 
any complaint against an Elder, provided 
that in their judgment sufilcieni notice shall 
have been given to the accused, and suffi
cient time allowed him to prepare for trial; 
or they may refer the complaint to a com
mittee which they may appoint as above, to 
be tried duriug their session, or after their 
adjournment, as they• shall direct; or they 
may dismiss the complaint, to be presented 
and tried as first provided for in this rule. 

6. A complaint agaiust a licentiate-that 
is, a preacher who is not ordained-shall be 
presented a»d tried in all respects, as pro· 
vided in the above rule for the trial of an 
:Elder, with the exception, that the com
mittee may be composed of licentiates and 
>aymen, and the appeal shall be to the next 
£ession of the Quarte,-ly Conference, whose 
decision shall be final; and provided also, 
that the t~uarterly Conference shall have 
the same original jurisdiction tor the trial of 
liceutiates, as there is conferred on the 
Yearly Conference for the trial of Elders. 
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7. Charges against an offending Church 
shall be presented to the nearest Elder in 
charge, not pastor of the accused Church, 
and he shall call a committee,. the same as 

'in case ofacomplaintagainstan Elder, which 
committee shall meet at the place where the 
accused Church usually worships, or in its 
vicinity, and shall constitute a court for the 
trial of the complaint, before whom tho 
Church by its representatives shall appear. 
If the committee judge the Church to be 
guilty of having violated any of the Elemen
tary Principles, or General Rules, or any 
rule or section enacted by the concurrent 
action of the General and )'.'early Confer
ences, they shall so declare ; and if the 
Church shall not give satisfaction by cor
recting the evil, the case shall be presented 
'at the next session of the Yearly C9nfer
ence, whose decision shall be final. lf the 
Yearly Conference judge the Church guilty 
they shall withdraw fellowship from the 
same, and no minister or licentiate of our 
Connection shall become their pastor until 
they shall have repented and reformed. 

8. In case of any dispute about the non
payment of debts, or the settlement of ac

cl 
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counts, the proceedings shall be the same 
as in all other cases, with the exception that 
the verdict shall be a simple declaration of 
what is judged to be right between the par
ties. If either party shall refuse to comply' 
with such decision, or shall enter into a suit 
at law against any member of the Church, 
unless the case justify such a measure. be
fore these steps shall have been taken, such 
party shall be cut off from feilowship, on 
conviction of the fact before the proper 
tourt. 

9. AH trials shall be public when the 
accused party shall demand it; who shall 
also have the right of objecting to any mem
ber of the court, and the remaining members 
shall allov{ or over-rule the objection: they 
shall likewise be allowed the assistance of 
any minister or member of the Wesleyan· 
Connection, as counsel, and the court may 
allow or exclude other counsel, at its dis
cretion; of introducing wit.nesses, and of 
cross-examining those introduced by the 
plaintiff, and. of making his defence without 
interruption. 

10. The proceedings in all trials shall be' 
taken down by a secretary, appointed by 
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the court who shall furnish a copy of the 
· decision when demanded by either party; 
·and on an appeal the minutes of the court 
below shall be read in evidence, and any 
new proof touching the same facts shall be 
heard, but no new charges or allegation• 
introduced. 

SECTION VI. 

OF THE GENEitAL CONFERENCE. 

1. The General Conference shall be com
po~ed of an equal number of Blders and 

· laymen, to be elected by the several Yearly 
Conferences ; and it shall require two-thirds 
of all the delegates who shall attend and be 
enrolled to constitute a quorum. 

2. Each Yearly Conference shall be en
titled to send one Elder and one layman, for 
every five hundred Chu,ch-members within 
its limits, provided that no Conlerence shall 
be deprived of one ministerial and one lay 
delegate. 

3. The delegates to the General Confer
ence shall be elected during th-i session of 
each Yearly Conference next preceding 
the General Conference, on joint·ballot, by 
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an elect.oral college, which shall be com
posed of all the m~mbers of the Yearly Con
ference, and one unstationed minister from 
each circuit or station where such minister 
may J"eside, who shall be elected by the un
st11tioned ministers of said circuit or station 
at the Quarterly meeting next preceding the 
Yearly Conference, and one layman for each 
unstationed minister so provided for to be 
elected as other lay delegates are . Provi
ded that where there is but one unstationed 
minister on a circuit or station, he shall be 
a member of the electoral college. 

Each lay representative to the General 
Conference, shall be a member of the Church 
at the time of bis election; and all Elders, 
stationed or unstationed, shall be eligible 
t.o election to the General Conference as 
ministerial delegates. 

4. The General Conference shall meet 
on the third Wednesday in October in the 
yeal" of our Lord 1879, and thereafter quad· 
rennially, on the third Wednesday of Octo
ber, at snch place as it shall from time to 
time select, by a majority of votes. 

5. Any Yearly Conference may propose 
a special General Conference at any time, 
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to be held at the place selected for the next 
regular General Conference ; and so soon 
as the president of the Yearly Conference 
first making the proposition, shall be offi
cially informed that it has been approved 
by two-thirds of the Yearly Conferences, 
he shall issue a call for the same, and it 
shall be held accordingly. 

6. The General Conference ~hall elect by 
ballot a president, and two vice-presidents, 
of whom, at least one shall be a layman; 
and a secretary. 

7. The ministers and laymen shall delib
erate in the Geneul Uonference as one 
body, but upon the final vote on any ques
tion, on a call of one-fourth of the members 
the house shall divide, and the ministers and 
laymen shall vote separately; and it shall 
require a majority of both branches to con
stitute a vote of the Conference. 

8. The General Conference shall deter
mine the number and boundaries of the 
Yearly Conferences. 

9. The General Conference shall elect 
the Connectional Editors and Agent. 

10, The General Conference shall have 
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power to make rules for the whole Conncc 
tion ; provided t.hat they shall not contra
vene the maintenance of an Itinerant Minis
try, Lay Delegation, any of the Elementary 
Principles, the Articles of Religion, or the 
General Rules; nor shall they make any 
distinctions in the rights and privil~ges oi 
our ministers and members on accou:it of 
anceetry or color; nor shall they consti
tute any courts for the trial of members or 
ministers except the particular Churches or 
Conferences to which they may belong. 

Nevertheless, upon the concurrent re
commendation of two-thirds of the members 
of the several Yearly Conferences, who 
shall vote on the question, then the next 
General Conference shall have power to 
make such alterations as have been thus 
specifically recommended; and also when
ever such alteration or alterations shall 
have been first recommended by the Gene
ral Conference, so soon as two-thirds of 
the members of the Yearly Conferences 
shall have concurred as aforesaid, such al
teration or alterations shall take effect. 
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SECTION VII. 

OF THE YEARLY CONFERENCES. 

1. The Yearly Conferences shall be com. 
posed of all the Elders on the stationed arid 
superannuat.1d lists, and of as many laymen 
from each pastoral charge, as there are min
isterial members of Conference residing on 
such charge, not sustaining a pastoral rela
tion to any other charge within the bounds 
of the Conference; and licentiates recom
mended for Elders' orders, to be placed 
upon the stationed list; provided that no 
charge recognized by the Conference, shall 
be deprived of one lay delegate. Unbta
tioned ministers shall have seats in the Year
ly Conferences, as honorary members, with 
a right to speak on all questions, but not to 
vote. 

2. The lay delegates to the Yearly Con
ferences shall be elected by ballot, by a 
majority of all the members of the Church 
or Churches constituting the pastoral 
charge, who shall attend and vote. 

The election shall be held within three 
months of the Y enrly Conference, and when 
the charge consists of more than one 
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Church, it shall be held at the time and 
place of the fourth quarterly meeting. 

3. The Conference shall el~ct a Preside·nt 
by ballot who shall be an Elder. They 
shall also elect a Secretary, who shall re
cord the proceedings in a book to be kept 
for such purpose ; and shall forward to the 

· General Conference, the journal or a synop
sis of the records of the session next pre
ceding its session. 

The Conference shall also appoint a com
mittee of not less than three, nor more than 
five, whose duty it shall be to appoint a 
President in case the office be vacated by 
death, resignation or otherwise. 

4. The Yearly Conferenc 3 shall have 
power to elect suitable persons to the office 
of Elders, 'Who shall be recommended by 
the Quarterly Conference or Church of 
which they are members, when such Church 
constitutes the pastoral charge ; after they 
shall by examination be satisfied that the 
candidates possess such literary attainments, 
Christian experience, and ministerial gifts, 
as qualify them for the office and work of an 
Elder. Provided that the candidates shall 
have been licentiates at least two years, and 
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have been examined upon the course of 
study adopted by the Yearly Conference. 
And they shall inquire into the ministerial 
character and usefulness of each member. 

5. The Yearly Conference shall have 
power to employ licentiates in the regular 
work; and when they are so employed; 
their names shall be entered upon the sta
tioned list. Provided that· no licentiates 
shall be so employed, without first being 
recommended by the Quarterly Conference 
or Church, of which he is a member, when 
such Church constitutes the pastoral charge. 

6. The Yearly Conferences shall take 
charge of all the ministers antl Churches 
within their bounds, except Editors and 
Agent ; shall havo power to return to the 
unstationed list all unemployed Elders who 
shall have remained such for two years; 
may fix the boundaries of the circuits and 
stations. and exercise a general supervi~ion 
over the pastoral relation subsisting be
tween them, in the following manner and 
to the following extent. 

(1.) All ministers and Churches shall be 
at liberty to contract the pastoral relation 
at any time durinl? the intervals of the Year· 



66 YEARLY CONFERENCES. 

ly Conference, provided that no arrange
ment which received the sanction of a Con
forence at its previous session, shall be in
terrupted without the consent of the Presi

dent. 
(2.) All ministers and licentiates who are 

laboring under the direction of the Confer
ence, shall be at liberty to enter into engage
ments to serve any Church, or Churches for 
one year from the next session of the Con
ference; and it shall be the duty of all 
ministers, licentiates, and Churches, having 
entered into such engagements, to report 
the same to the Conference at its session. 

(3.) The Conference shall not interfere 
with such engagements, except for justifia
ble cause, e;rowing out of the fault of one 
or both of the parties. · 

( 4.) When ministers and Churches make 
no such arrangement, it shall be the duty of 
the Conference to appoint the ministers and 
licentiates not engaged, to the unoccupied 
Churches, for the ensuing year, so far as 
in their judgment such appojntments can 
be judiciously made, and provided, also, 
that no minister or licentiate shall be ap
pointed to the same charge for more than 
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three years successively. Nevertheless, the 
Yearly Conference shall have power to sus
pend this last provision. 

(5.) All Elders serving Churches or con
gregations other than our own-unless by 
the consent of the Yearly Conference- shall 
be considered as having withdrawn, and 
shall be so reported. 

(6 .) Each Yearly Conference shall at 
an early stage of its session, appoint a 
committee of three ministers and three lay
men, to be called a Committee on Pastoral 
Relations, of which the Pi;esident of the 
Conference shall be chairman. To this 
committee shall be referFed the whole sub
ject of the arrangements entered into be
tween ministers and Churches, and the ap
pointments to be made ; and they shall ex
amine into the arrangements, and appoint 
the unemployed ministers to the vacant 
charges, and report the list entire to the 
Conference, according to their best judg
ment; and the Conference shall have power 
to adopt it as reported, or to amend it, pro
vided that arrangements previously enter
ed into shall not be disturbed, except for 
justifiable cause as provided for above. 
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7. The Yearly Conferences shall have 
power to adopt such rules as they shall 
judge necessary to promote their own inter· 
es ts and prosperity, provided they shall 
not contravene any disciplinary regulation 
established by the General Conference. 

If any three members of such Yearly Con· 
ference shall take exception to its action on 
the ground that it violates this restriction, 
it shall be entered on the Journals, and it, 
or a true copy of the action complained of, 
shall be sent up to the next General Con• 

ference for review. 
8. Upon the examination of the character 

of its members it . shall be the duty of each 
Yearly Conference through its President to 
obtain from each pastor, answers to the 
following questions. 

(1.) How soon aft.er our last session of 
Conference did you enter upon the work 

assigned yo·1? 
(2.) Have you continued upon your 

work <luring the year? 
(3.) Has the charge fulfilled its financial 

obligations to you? 
(4 .) What is the present condition of 

your work? 
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(5.) Have you faithfully administered our 
Discipline on your late charge? 

(6.) Have you faithfully presented to your 
charge the subject of missions, and sought 
to promote the interests of Sabbath-schools? 

(7.) Have you labored diligently to ex
tend among your people the circulation of 
our books and periodicals? 

(8.) Are you prepared to report full sta• 
tistics according to the requirement of our 
Dlscipline? · 

(9.) What is the present state of your 
religious enjoyment? 

9. Jn transacting the business of the Con· 
ferences, the ministers and laymen shall de
liberate as one body; but on the final pits
sage of any bill, rule, or regulation, at the 
call of one·fourth, the house shall divide; 
and the ministers and laymen ehall vote 
separately; and it shall require a majority 
of both branches to constitute a-vote of the 
Confer.,nce. 

10. It shall he the duty of the Yearly Con
ferences to obtain answers to the following 
questions, so far as in their power, and the 
Secretary shall furnish the Book Agent with 
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a copy of the same, that they may be pub
lished in the minutes. 

1. Who of the Elders are on the station
ed list? 

2. Who have retired to the unstationed 
list? 

3. What licentiates are ov the stationed 

list? 
4. 'Vho are the superannuated Elders? 
5. 'Vho have been deposed this year? 
6. Who have withdrawn from the Con

ference this year? 
7. Who have joined the Conference this 

year? 
8. Who have died this year? 
9. "What has been contributed on the 

several circuits and stations for the support 
of preaching on the same, and for the sup
port of missions? 

10. What numbers are in connection? 
11. How many . Sunday-schoqls, superin

tenilents, teachers and scholars are there 
connected with the several circuits and 

stations? 
12. When and where shall our next, Con-

ference be held? 
13. How is the work supplied this year? 
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SECTION VIII. 

QUARTERLY CONFERENCES. 

1. There shall be a Quarterly Confl)rE;nce 
on each pastoral charge, composed of all 
the Elders, Licentiates, Exhorters, Church
clerks, .Stewards, Leaders, Trustees, and 
Superintendents of Sabbath-schools; pro
vided such Trustees and Superintendents 
are members of some Church on the charge, 
except in those cases where the charge con 
sists of a single church which is in the 
habit of doing its business in regular 
monthly meetings. 

2. The Quarterly Conference shall hold 
four regular sessions each Conference year, 
at such time and place as it shall determine ; 
provided that special sessions may be called 
by the pastor, or by any three members, by 
giving du!) notice of the same. 

3. The pastor shall be President of the 
Quarterly· Conference, provided that the 
Conference shall have power by vote to ap
point some other member of the Confer
ence to pr'.lsiii'.l, whenever they shall judge 
it best. 
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4 .. The Conference shall appoint a Secre
tary who shall keep a faithful record of its 

proceedings. 
5. The 'Quarterly Conference shall have 

power' to grant licenses to preach and ex
hort, provided that no person shall be li• 
censed without first procuring a commenda• 
tion from the Church of which he is a mem-

ber. · 
''7benever candidates a.rn presented for 

license to preach or exhort, let satisfactory 
fnswers be required to the following ques• 

tions, viE: 
Do they know God as a pardoning God? 
Have they the love of God abiding in 

them? 
Do they desire nothing but God? 
Are they holy in aH manner of conver• 

sation? 
Have they gifts (as well as grace) for the 

work? have they (in some tolerable de· 
gree) a clear, sound understanding, a right 
judgment in the things of God, a just con• 
ception of salvation by faith? And has 
God given them a good degree of utterance? 
Do they speak juRtly, readily and clearly!' 

Have they frnit? Are any truly con• 
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vinced of sin, and converted to God, by 
their labors P 

As long as these three marks concur in 
any one, we believe he is called of God to 
preach. These we receive ae rnflbient 
proof that he is moved by the Holy Ghost. 

The Conference shall als~ have power to 
recommend Buitable licentiates to the Year
ly Conference to be ·employed under its 
direction; provided they shall have passed 
an examination satisfactory to the Quarter• 
ly Conference, on English Grammar, Ari 

·ruetic. Geography and Natural Philosophy; 
and also to recorumt·nd suitable persons for 
Elders' orders. 

The Conference shall have power to in· 
quire into the character and usefulness of 
the licentiates and exborters, to admonish 
them, and to take away tlleir licenses, or to 
renew them each year, when they judge 
their gift~ and usefulness justify a renewal ; 
provided that the taking away , fa license 
shall not be deemed to work a forfeiture of 
membership in the Church, without a charge 
and conviction of crime, according to our 
judiciary rules, 

Provided also that when a regular month
d 
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ly Church-meeting is held as provided in 
paragraph one, of this sect;on, then all the 
business provided to be done by the Q1mr
terly Conference, may be done by said 

Church-meeting. 
6. Order of Quarterly Conference busi-

ness : 
.(1.) Open with prayer .. 
(2.) Call the roll. 
(3.) Hear and act upon reports of Com-

mittees. 
-.( 4.) Examine tha character of Preach-

efs and Exhorters and renew or take away . 

license•. 
(ii.) Grant licenses to preach and exhort. 
(6.) Recommend suitable Licentiates to 

the Yearly Conference to be employed 

under its direction. 
(7.) Hear the report of the Stewards, 

and adjust the finances. 
(B ) Miscellaneous business. 
(9.) Determine the time and· place of 

next meet;ng. 

SECTION IX. 

OFFICERS OF THE CONNECTION, 'MODE 
OF APPOINTING, AND THEIR DUTY. 

1. An Elder is a preacher of the Gospel, 
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folly invested with all the functions of the 
Christian ministry. 

An Elder is constituted by the election 
of a majority of the members of a Yearly 
Conference, and by the laying on of the 
hands of some of the Elders, and prayer: 
the President of the Conference to lead the 
service unless the Conference order other
wise and appoint some one in his stead. 

It is the duty of an Elder to preach the 
Gospel, to administer baptism and thA 
Lord's Supper, to perform: all parts of Di
vine worship, and to solemnize the rite of 
l!latrimony • 

.An Elder may remove his membership 
from one Yearly Conference to another, by 
a letter from the President of his Confer
ence, certifying his good standing at the 
time; provided surh certificate shall be 
presented to the Conference to which he re
moves, at its first session after his removal 
within its bounds. And whenever an Elder 
shall remove to, or take labor within anoth
er Conference, his membership shall also 
be transferred, except the Editors and 
Agent. 

2. A Preacher is one who is under a Ii-
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cense granted by a Quarterly Conference, 
commonly called a Licentiate. It shall be 
the duty of each unstationed minister and 
preacher to preach, at least once on each 
Sabbath, during the year, if practicable. 
It is the duty of preachers to preach the 
gospel. 

Any preacher may be employed under the 
direction of the Yearly Conference, in reg
ular pastoral labors, when recommended 
by a Quarterly Mee ·ing Conference. 

3. The President of a Yearly Conference 
is ~lected from among the Elders, by ballot 
by a majority of votes, and holds his offic11 
one year. 

It is his duty to preside in the Confer
ence as moderator; decide all questions of 
law and order, subject to an appeal to the 
Conference ; preside in the Committee on 
Pastoral Relations, employ and change 
preachers with the consent of the Churches 
and preachers, and also receive ministers 
from other denominations during the inter
vals of Conference, subject to the action of 
the ensuing Yearly Conference. The Pres
ident shall be amenable to the Yearly Con
ference for his official conduct. 

4. An Evangelist is an Elder devoted to 
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traveling and preaching the gospel, without 
any specific pastoral charge. The Yearly 
Conferences may appoint evangelists to 
travel through their respective bounds, or 
such portions of them &s they shall desig
nate as their field of labor. 

5. A Pastor is an Elder or a Licentiate, 
who has charge of a particular Church, or 
a n·1mber of Churches connected as one 
pastoral charge. 

Pastors should be Elders ; but Licentiates 
may, in case of necessity, sustain the rela
tion, and perform the work except the ad
ministration of the sacraments and the sol
emnization of matrimony. It is desired 
that Licentiates should be employed as as
sistants under the charge of an Elder. 
When two or more Elders sustain the pas
toral relation to the same charge as co-la
borers, one shall be designated as the prin
cipal, who shall be responsible for the fol
lowing, which are made the special duties 
of all pastors : 

(1.) To meet the stewards and leaders as 
of ten as necessary. 

(2.) To bold love-feasts. 
(S.) To hold q~arterly-meetings. 
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(4) To take an exact account of the 
members in the Church on his station or 
circuit, and the number of licentiates, and 
deliver in such account to the Yearly Con
ference, that their number may be printed in 
the Minutes. 

(5 ) To see that public collections be 
made quarterly, if need be: 

(6.) To encourage the support of missions 
and Sunday-schools by forming societies and 
making collections for these objects in such, 
way and manner as the Yearly Conference 
to which he belongs, shall from time to time 
direct. 

(7.) To report to the Yearly Conference 
the amount raised on his charge for the 
support of the Gospel, for missions, and 
for other benevolent purposes. 

(8.) To take a regular catalogue of the 
members in towns and cities, and of the 
street on which they live. 

(9 ) To leave his successor a particular 
account of the station, including an account 
of the subscribers for our periodicals. 

(10 .) To enforce vigorously, but calmly 
all the rules of the Connection. 

(11.) To inform all from time to time, 
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that none are to remove from one Church 
to another, without a note of recommenda
tion from the Church, signed by the pastor, 
or clerk, in these words-" A. B., the bear
er, is an acceptable member of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church in C., and being desirous 
of removing from this Church is entitled to 
receive this certificate of bis (or her,) good 
standing;" and to inform them that without 
such certificate they will not bo recE>ived 
into the Church in other places. Provided 
that where it is impracticable to convene 
the Church, a letter from the pastor, or 
clerk, will be considered valid. 

(12.) To recommend that a fast be held 
in every Church in his station or circuit, 
on the Friday preceding every Quarteriy 
Meeting. 

The following are the directions given to 
all Elders and preachers, who are engaged 
in the regular work, under the direction of 
the Yearly Conferences. 

(1.) Be diligent. Never be unemployed, 
Never be triflingly employed. Never trifle 
away time, neither spend more time at any 
place than is strictly necessary. 

(2.) Be serious. Let your motto be 
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"Holiness to the Lord.'' Avoid all light
ne~s, jesting and foolish talking. 

(3.) Believe evil of no one without good 
evidence; unless you see it done, take heed 
how you credit it. Put the best construc
tion on everything. You know the judge 
is always supposed to be on the prisoner"s 
side. 

(-!.) Speak evil of no one; because your 
worcl., especially, would eat as doth a can
ker. Keep your thoughts within your own 
breast till you come to the person con
cerned. 

(5.) Tell every one under your care what 
you think wrong in his conduct and temper, 
and that lovingly and plainly as soon as may 
be; else it will feste!" in your heart. Make 
all haste to c ~ st the fire out of your bosom. 

(6 .) Avoid all affectation. A preacher 
of the Gospel is the servant of all . 

(7.) Be ashamed of nothing but sin. 
(8 .) Be punctual. Do everything exact

ly at the time. .And do not mend our rules, 
but keep them ; not for wrath, but con
science sake. 

(9.) You have nothing to do but to save 
souls; therefore spend and be spent in tl:is 
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work; and go always not ovly to those that 
want you, but to those who want you most. 

Observe, it is not your business to preach 
only so many times, and to take care of 
this or that Church, but to save as many as 
you can : to bring as many ehiners as you 
can to repentance, and with all your power 
to build them up in that holiness, without 
which they cannot see the Lord. And re
member, a 'Vesleyan preache;: is to mind 
every point, great and small, in the Disci
pline ; therefore you will need to exercise 
all the grace and sense you have. 

6. Au Exhorter is ·a person licensed by 
the Quarterly Conference to bold prayer
meetings, and to exhort the people where
ever he can get hearers, . 

7. Stewards. Each pastoral charge shall 
appoint not less than three, nor more than 
eleven Stewards, to be elected by the 
Churches; provided. that where a number 
of Churches constitute a pastoral charge, 
the Quarterly Conference shall determine 
how many each Church shall have; so that 
no Church shall b~ deprived of one Steward. 
The Stewards shall be a standing committee 
of ways and means, and shall act as a com-

dl 
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mittee to agree with the pastor on the nec
essary amount for bis support, and shall 
report the same, if on a station, to the 
Church by which they are appointed, or if 
on a circuit, to the Quarterly Conference 
for their sanction ; they shall adopt all 
necessary measures tc. raise funds, for the 
support of the Gospel among them, and 
shall take charge of all such funds, and of 
all funds raised for the relief of the poor, 
and shall disburse the same under .the di
rection of the Church or Conference ; and 
ab.all ma~e a quarterly report of their do
ings, and of the financial condition of the 
cnarge. 

They shall make all necessary provision 
for the administration of the Lord's Supper, 
and for Love-fea6.ts. 

They 6hall also de~ignate one of their 
r umber as clerk, who shall keep a faithful 
record of their doings, which shall be en
tered in a book provided for that purpose. 

8. Class-leaders shall be appointed by 
the classes, by a majority of votes, and may 
be changed as often as the class shall judge 
necessary. 

It shall be the duty of each class-leader 
d] 
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to meet his class once in a week, in order 
to instruct the members in the principles 
and duties of Christianity; to comfort them. 
in afflictions ; to advise them in cases of 
difficulty, and to exhort them to diligence 
and perseverance in doing and suffering the 
whole will of God; to receive what they 
are willing to give toward the support of 
the preachers, Church and poor. 

Each leader shall have the names of all 
the members of his class entered in a book 
or paper kept hy him for the purpose, in 
which he shall note weekly the presence or 
abeence of each member. 

It shall be the duty of each leader to at
tend the meetings of the leaders and stew
ards, and to represent the state of his class, 
to pay over to the stewards what he has re
ceived ; and to inform the preacher of any 
that are sick, or need a pastoral visit. 

It shall be the duty of each leader to visit 
the sick, and those members who frequently 
,absent themselves from this means of grace; 
and to promote the spiritual, temporal, and 
eternal interests of those committed to his 
care. 

Class-leaders should occasionally meet 
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each others' c.lasses, and also vary the exer
cises in those meetingd, for the purpose of 
making them interesting, lively and spir
itual. 

It is recommended, whenever practicable, 
that no class exceed thirty in number, and 
that no class meeting continue longer than 
one hour. 

It is expected that each member of the 
Church will be punctual in attending class 
weekly. 

SECTION X. 

OF THE RECEPTION OF llflNISTEas 
FROM OTHER. DEN011UNATCONS. 

Ministers of other evangelical Churches, 
who may desire to unite with us, may be re
ceived according to our usages, by giving 
satiofaction to a Yearly Conference of their 
agreement with us in doctrine, discipline, , 
government and usages; provided the Con
ference is also satisfied with their gifts, 
grace; and usefulness. Whenever any min· 
ister is received, he shall be furnished with 
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a certificate, signea by the President in the 
following words, namely: 

"This is to certify that---, has been 
admitted by-----Conference as a min
ister of the Wesleyan Methodist Connection 
of America, he having been ordained ac· 
cording to the usages of the Church of 
which he has been a member and minister. 

" Given under my hand and seal at--, 
.this day of --, in the year ~f our Lord, ,, 

Preachers coming from other denomina
tions, in deacons' orders shall have a right 
to exercise the functions of that office, as 
understood by the Church from which they 
are received, until a convenient opportu
nity shall occur to be elected and ordained 
Elders, provided it shall not extend beyond 
the third Yearly Conference. 

Preachers of othe• denominations who are 
not in orders may be received as licentiates, 
provided t.hey give satisfaction to a Quar
terly or Annual Conference, that they are 
suitable persons to exercise the office, and 
of their agreement with the doctrines, dis
cipline, government and usages of our 
Church. 
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SECTION XI 

THE FORM AND MANNER OF ORDAIN
ING ELDERS. 

[When the day appointed is come, there 
shall be a sermon or exhortation, declaring 
the duty and office of such as come to be 
admitted Elders.] 

Then their names being read aloud, the 
President shall say unto the people : 

Brethren, these a1 e they whom we pro
pose, God willi11g, this day to ordain elders. 
For, after due examination, we find not to 
the contrary, but that they are lawfully 
called to this function aml ministry, ami 
that they are persons meet for the same. 
But if there be any of you who knoweth 
any impediment or crime in any of them, 
for the which he ought .not to be received 
into this h~ly ministry, let him come forth 
in the name of God, and show what the 
.crime or impediment is. 

Then shall be said the Collect, Epistle 
and Gospel, as followeth : 

THE COLLECT • 

.Almighty God, giver of all good things, 
who by thy Holy Spirit hast appointed 
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elders in thy Church; mercifully behold 
these thy servants now called to this office, 
and replenish them so with the truth of thy 
doctrine, and adorn them with innocency 
of life, that both by word and good exam
ple they may faithfully serve thee in this 
office to the glory of thy name, and the ed
ification of thy Church, through the merits 
of our Savior Jesus Christ who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, 
world without end. .Amen. 

THE EPISTLE. Eph. iv: 7-13. 
Unto every one of us is given grace ac

cording to the measure of the gift of Christ. 
Wherefore he saith, when he ascended up 
on high, he led captivity captive, and gave 
gifts unto men. (Now that he ascended, 
what is it but that he also descended first 
into the lower parts of the earth? He that 
descended is the same that also ascended up 
far above all heavens, that be might till all 
things.) .And he gave some apostles and 
some prophets, and some evangelists, and 
some pastors and teachers, for the perfect
iog of the saints, for the work of the min
iatry, for the edifying of the body of 
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Christ, till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure 
of the stature of the fullness of Christ. 

ST. JOHN, X. 1-16. 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that 

entereth not by the door into the sheep·fold, 
but clirubeth up some other way, the same 
is a thief and a robber. But he that enter· 
eth in by the door is the shepherd of the 
sheep. To him the porter openeth, and the 
sheep hear his voice, and he calleth his own 
sheep by name, and leadeth them out. 
And when he putteth forth his own shPep 
he goeth before them, and the sheep follow 
him, for they know his voice. And astran
ger will they not follow, but wil flee from 
him, for they know not the voice of stran
gers. This parable spake Jesus unto them, 
but they understood not what things they 
were which he spake unto them. Then said 
Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 
All that ever came before me are thieves 
and robbers; but the sheep did not hear 
them, I am the door; by me if any man 
enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in 
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and out and fiod pasture. The thief com
eth not but for to steal , and to kill, and to 
destroy; I am come that they might have 
life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly. I am the good shepherd; the 
good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep-; 
but he that is an hireling, and not the shep
herd , whose own the sheep are not, seeth 
the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, 
and fleeth; and the wolf catcheth them, 
and scattereth the sheep. The hireling 
fleeth because he is an hireling, and careth 
not for the sheep. I am the good shepherd, 
and know my sheep. and am known of mine. 
As the F other kno.weth me, even so know I 
the Fatther; and I lay down my life for the 
sheep. And other sheep I have which are 
not of thiA fold; them also I must bring, 
and they shall hear my voice, and there 
shall be one fold and one Shepherd. 

[And that done, the President sha:J say nuto 
them "as hereafter folleweth:] 

You have heard, brethren, as well in your 
private examination as in the exhortation 
which was now made to you, and in the ho· 
ly lessons taken out of the Gospel, and the 
writings of the apostles, of what dignity, 
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and of what great importance this office is, 
whereunto ye are called. And now again 
we exhort you in the name of oi:r Lord J e
si:s Christ, that you have in remembrance 
into how high a dignity, and to how weigh
ty an office ye are called ; that is to say, to 
be messer.gers, watchmen and stewards of 
the Lo· d; to teach and to premonish; to 
feed and provide for the Lord's family; to 
seek for Christ's sheep that are dispersed 
abroad, and for his children who are in the 
midst of this evil world, that they may be 
saved through Christ forever. 

Have always, therefore, printed in your 
remembrance, how great a treasure is com
mitted to your charge; for they are the 
~beep of Christ, which he bought with his 
death, and for whom he . shed bis blood. 
The Church and Congregation, whom you 
must serve, it is his Epouse and bis body. 
And if it shall happen the same Chur~h, or 
any member thereof do take any hurt or 
hindrance by reason of your negligence, ye 
know the greatness of the fault, and also the 
horrible punishment that will ensue. Where
fore consider with yourselves the end of 
the ministry toward the Children of God, 
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toward the spouse and body of Christ; and 
see that ycu never cease your labor, your 
care and diligence, until you have done all 
that lieth in you, according to your bound
en duty, to bring all such as are, or shall 
be committed to your charge, unto that 
agreement in the faith and knowledge of 
God, and to that ripeness and perfectness 
of age in Christ, that there be no place left 
among you, either for error in rel igion or 
for viciousness in life . 

Forasmuch then, as your office is both of 
so great excellency and of so great difficul
ty, ye see with how great care and study ye 
ought to apply yourselves, as well that ye 
may show yourselves dutiful and thankful 
,unto that Lord who hath placed you in so 
high a dignity, as also to be ware that neith
er you yourselves offend. Howbeit, ye 
cannot have a mind and will thereto of your
selves; for. that will and ability is given of 
God alone; therefore ye ought and have 
need to pray earnestly for his Hol;r Spirit. 
And seeing that ye cannot by any other 
means compass the doing of so weighty a 
work pertaining to the salvation of man, but 
with doctrine and exhortation taken out of 
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the Holy Scriptures, and with a life agree
able to the same ; consider how studious ye 
ought to be in reading and learning the 
Scripture~. and in framing the manners 
both of yourselv.es and them that specially 
pertain unto you, according to the rule of 
the same Scriptures; and for this self-same 
cause, bow ye ought to forsake and set 
aside (as much as ye may) all worldly cares 
and studies. 

We have good hope that y.ou have all 
weiglwd and pondered these things with 
yourselves long before this time; and that 
you ·have clearly determined by God's grace 
to give yourselves wholly to this office, 
whereunto it hath pleased God to call you ; 
~o that, as much as Jieth in you, you will ap
ply yourselves wholly to this one thing, and 
draw all your cares and studies this way, 
and that you will continually pray to God 
the father, by the mediation of our only 
Savior Jesus Christ, for the heavenly assist
ance of the Holy Ghost; that by daily read
ing and weighing the Scriptures, ye may 
wax riper and stronger in your ministry; 
and that ye may so endeavor yourselves, 
from time to time, to sanctify the lives of 
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you and yours, and to fashion them after 
the rule and doctrine of Christ, that ye may 
be wholesome and godly exampl·s, and 
patterns for the people to follow. 

And now that this present congregation 
of Chtist here assemble<l, may also under• 
stand your minds and "ills in these things, 
and that this your promise may the more 
move you to do your duties, ye shall answer 
plainly to these things which we, in the 
name of God and his Church, shall demand 
of you touching the same. 

Do you think in your heart that you are . 
truly called, according to the will of our 
LoFd Jesus Christ, to the offi-::e and .work 
of Elders? 

.Ans. I think so. 
The President. Are you persuaded that 

the Holy Scriptures contain sufficiently all 
doctrine required of necessity for eternal 
salvation through faith in Jesus Christ? 
And are you determined out of the said 
Scriptures to instruct the people committed 
to your charge, and to teach nothing as re• 
quired of necessity to eternal salvation, but 
that which you shall be persuaded may be 
concluded and proved by the Scriptures i' 
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Ans. I am so persuaded, and have so 
determined by G.:id's grace . 

1'/ie President. Will you, then, give 
your faithful diligence always so to minis
ter the doctrine and sacraments and disci
pline of Christ, as the Lord bath com
manded? 

Ans. I will do so by the help of the Lord. 
The President. Will you be ready with 

all faithful diligence to banish and drive 
away all erroneous and strange doctrines 
contrary to God's Word ; and to use both 
public and private monitions and exhorta
tions, as well to the sick as to the whole, 
within your charge, as need shall require 
anti occasion shall be given? 

Ans. I will, the Lord being my helper. 
The President. Will you he diligent in 

prayers and in reading the Holy Scriptures, 
and in such studies as help to the knowl
edge of the same, laying aside the study of 
the world and of the flesh? 

Ans. I will endeavor to do so, the Lord 
being my helper. 

The President. Will you be diligent to 
frame and fashion yourselves and your fam
ilies according to the doctrine of Christ, and 
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to make both yourselves and them as m11ch 
as in you lieth, wholesome examples and 
patter;;s to the flock of Christ ? 

..4ns. I shall apply myself thereto, the 
Lord b~ing my helper. 

Tlte President. Will you maintain, and 
set forward, as much as lieth in you, quiet
ness, peace, and love among all Christian 
people, and especially among them that arc 
or shall be committed to your charge ? 

Ans. I will do so the Lord being my 
helper. 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God and Heavenly Father, who 

of thine infinite love and goodness · toward 
us, ha;t given to us thy only and most dear
ly beloved Son Jesus Christ to be our Re
deemer, and the author of everlasting life; 
who, after he hRd made perfect our redemp
tion by his death1 and was ascended into 
heaven, sent abroad into the world his apos
tles, prophets, evangelists, teachers, and 
pastors, by whose labor and ministry he 
gathered together a great flock in all parts 
of the world to• set fort.h the eternal praise 
of thy holy name ; for these so great bene
fits of thy eternal g<?odness, and for that 
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thou hast vouchsafed to r.all these thy ser
vants here present to the same office and 
ministry appointed forthe salvation of man
kind, we render unto thee our most hearty 
thanks; we praise and worship thee; and 
we humbly beseech thee by the same, thy 
blessed Son, to grant unto all who either 
here or elsewhere call upon thy name, tbat 
we may continue to show ourselves thank
ful unto thee for these, and all other thy 
benefits, and that we may daily increase and 
go forward in the knowledge and faith of 
thee and thy Son by the Hoiy Spirit. So 
that as well hy these thy ministers, as by 
them over whom they shall be appointed thy 
ministers, thy holy name may be forever 
glorified. and th 1 hlessed kingdom enlarged 
through the same, thy Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord: who liveth and reigneth with thee in 
the unity of the same Holy Spirit world 

without end. Amen. 
When this prayer is done, the President, or 

officiating Elder, with the Elders present, shall 
lay their han l s severally upon !he heat! of every 
one tba receiveth the 01 der of 1' lders ; t 'le re• 
ceivers humhly kneeli "g upon their knees, and 
the President saying: 



ORDlNA.'TION OF ELDERS. 97 

The Lord pour upon thee the Holy Ghost 
fqr the office and work of an elder in the 
Church of God. And he thou a faithful dis
penser of the Word of God, and of his holy 
sacraments; in the name of the Father, ~on 
and of the Holy Ghost. 

Then the president shall Ray: 
Most merciful Father, we beseech Thee 

to send upon these Thy servants Thy hea
venly blessings, that they may be clothed 
with righteousness, and that Thy word 
spoken by their mouths may have such suc
cess, that it may never be spoken in vain. 
Grant also that we may have grace to hear 
and receive what they shall deliver out of 
Thy most holy word, or agreeably to the 
same, as the means of our salvation; and 
that in all our words and deeds we may 
seek thy glory, and the increase of thy king
dom, through .Tesus Christ our Lord. 

Assist us, 0 Lord., in all our doings, 
with thy most gracious favor, a.ml further 
us with thy continual help, th,ir.t in all our 
works begun, continued, antl ended in 
thee, we may glorify thy holy name, anti 

e 
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finally by thy mercy, obtain everlasti'!1g lire, 
tbl'ough Jesus Christ our I..ord. 

[The president or officiating elder shall 
then, in behalf of the Conference, give to 
each of the persoos ordained, tiie right hand 
of f4Mlowship, welcoming him to the work 
and labors of the ministry, adding sucb re
marks as he may deem fitting, followed by 
the benedi&tion.] 

The peace of God, which passeth all un
derstanding, keep your :liearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, and of 
his Son J,esus Chl'ist our Lord; and the 
blessing of God· Almighty, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, be among you. 
and runain with you alway. Amen •. 

SECTION XII. 

BAPTISM OF INF ANTS. 

Let every adult person, and the parents
of ev~ry ooild to be baptizf\d', have Mie

-choice either of immersion, sprinkling, or . . 
poUrtng. 

The parents or parent of the child pre
sented for baptism shall be asked the fol_;... 

lowing questions.: 



nAPTil!M. 99 
Que11. Hast thou renounced the devi1 

and all his works, the vain pomp and glory 
of the world, with all covetous desires. of the 
same, and the carnal desires of the :fle18.lf,~A.1 
so that thou dost not follow or art not led 
by them? 

Ans. I. have renounced them all ; and 
by God's help will endeavor not to follow 
or be led by them. 

Ques. Dost thou believe in God the Fa" 
ther Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, 
our Lord; that he took man's nature in the 
womb of the Virgin Mary, and was born of 
her; that he suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; that he 
rose again on the third day ; that he as
cended into heaven, and sitteth at the right 
hand of God, the Father Almighty, and that 
he shall come again at the end of the world 
to judge the quick and the dead? 

And dost thou believe in the Holy Gho,t, 
the communion of saints, the remission r¥ 
sins, the regeneration of our fallen OAture, 
ihe resurrection of the body, and everlast
ing life after death? 

Ans. All this I steadfastlr: believe. 
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Ques. Wilt thou have this child bap
tized into this faith, and be made an infant 
member of Christ's holy Church? 

Ans. This is my desire . 
Ques. Wilt thou then diligently teach it 

God's holy Word, and cause it to walk in 
obedience to his holy will and command· 
ments until it come to years to assume in 
its own person the faith, vows and obliga
tions of baptism? 

Ans. I will endeavor to do so the Lord 

being my helper. 

'rHE l\llNISTRATIO:N" OF BAPTISM TO SUCH All 

ARE OF RIPER YEARS. 

The minister shall .demand of each of the 
persons to be baptized, severally: 

Ques. Dor,t thou renounce the devil and 
all hie works, the vain pomp and glory of 
the world, with all covetous desires of the 
same, and the carnal desires of the flesh, so 
that thou wilt not follow or be led by them? 

Ans. I renounce them all . 
Ques. Dost thou believe in God the Fa

ther, .\.lmigbty;-Maker of heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ, bis only begotten Son, 
our Lord; and that be was conceived by 
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the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary; 
that he suffered under Pontiue Pilate, was 
crucified, dead and buried; that he rose 
again on the third day; that he ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty, and from 
thence shall come again at t,he end of the 
world, to judge the quick and the dead? 

And dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost; 
the remission of sins; the resurrection of 
the body; and everlasting life after death? 

Ans . All this I steadfastly believe. 
Ques. Wilt thou be baptized in this faith? 
Ans. This is my desire. 
Ques. Wilt thou then obediently keep 

God's Holy will and commandments, and 
walk in the same all the days of thy life? 

Ans. I will endeavor so to do, God be
ing my helper. 

[Then shall the minister sprinkle or pour ws.• 
tet upon him, (or, if he desire it, shall immerse 
him in water,) saying:] 

N. I baptize thee iri the name of the Fa
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, 
Amen. 

[Then shall be said the Lord's prayer.] 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will 
be done on earth, as it is in heaven; give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive them that tres
pass against us; and l ·~ad us not into temp
tation; but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

[Then :et the minister coac'nde wilh an ap· 
pro1-riate prayer.] 

SECTION XIII. 

THE ORDER FOR THE .A.DMINBTRATION 
OF THE LORD'S SUPPER. 

We recommend to our ministers to ob-· 
serve the following directions, in the admin
istration of the Lord's Supper . 

1. Let the elder read the following or 
some other appropriate passages of Scrip
ture; during which, time a collection shall 
be taken up for the poor. 

" Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven."-Matt. 
v: 16. 

"''Lay not up for yourselves treasures up
on earth, where moth and l'ust dcth corrupt, 
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and where thieves break through and steal; 
but lay up for yourselves treasures in hea
ivetJ, where neither moth car ruHt doth cor
rupt, and where thieves do not break 
through nor steal."-Matt. vi: 19, 20. 

"Therefore all things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them; for this is the law and t::ie 
prophets.-Matt. vii: 12. 

"Not every one that saith unto me Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdoiu of hea
ven, but he that doeth the will of my Fa
ther whi.eb is in heaven."-Matt. vii: 21. 

" Zaccheus stood, and said unto the 
l..ord, Behold, Lord, the half of my goods 
I give to the poor, and if I have taken any
thing from any man by false accusation, I 
restore him four-fold."-Luke xix: 8. 

"He which soweth sparingly, shall reap 
also sparingly; and he that soweth bounti
fully, shall reap also · bountifully. Every 
man according as he purposeth in his own 
heart, so let him give; not grudgingly or 
of necessity; for God loveth a cheerfu! giv
er.1'-2 Cor. ix: 6, 7. 

"As we have therefore opportunity let 
WI do good unto all men, especially unto 
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them who are of the household of faith."
Gal. vi : 10. 

''Godliness with contentment is g:eat 
gain; for we brought nothing into this 
world and it is certain we can carry noth
ing out."-1 Tim. vi: 6, 7. 

" Charge them that are rich in this world, 
that they be not high-minded, that they do 
good, that they be rich in good works, lay
ing up in store for themselves a good foun
dation against the time to come, tbat they 
may lay hold on eternal life.''-1 Tim. vi: 
17, 18, 19. 

" God is not unrighteous, to forget your 
work and labor of love, which ye have 
showed toward bis name, in that ye have 
ministered to the saints, and do minister."
Heb. vi: 10. 

" To do good, and to eommunicate, for
get not; for with such sacrifices God is 
well pleased."-Heb. xiii: 16 . 
. " 'Vltoso bath this rorld's' good, and 

seeth bis brother have need, and shutte.tb 
up his bowels of compassion from him, bow 
dwelleth the love of God in him ?"-1 Jolin 
iii: 17. 

"He that hath pity upon the poor lend-



THE LORD'S SUPPER. 105 

eth unto the Lord ; and that whicL he hath 
given will he pay him again."-Prov. :x.ix: 
17. 

" Blessed is he that considereth the 
poor; the Lord will deliver him in time of 
trouble."-Psalm xii: 1. 

2. Let an approp•iate hymn be sung. 
3. After which the Elder shall say : 
Ye that do truly and earnestly repent of 

your sins, and are in love and charity with 
your neighbors, and intend to lead a new 
life, following the commandments of God, 
and walking from henceforth in hi~ holy 
ways ; draw near with faith, and take this 
holy sacrament to your comfort; and make 
your confession to Almighty God. 

4. Then shall a general prayer be olfered 
by the minister, in the name of all those 
who are minded to receive the holy sacra
ment, both he and all the people kneeling 
humbly upon their knees. The minibter 
ehall then proceed to distribute the ele
ments, casing the foliowing words : 

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
was given for thee, preserve thy soul and 
body unto everlasting life. Take and eat 
this in remembrance that Christ died for 

el 
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thee, and feed on him in thy heart by faith 
with thanksgiving. 

And the minister that delivereth the cup 
shall say: 

The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which was shed for thee, preserve thy soul 
and body unto everlasting life. Drink this 
in remembrance that Christ's blood was 
shed for thee, and be thankful. 

Then shall the Elder say the Lord's 
prayer: 

Our father who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will 
be done in earth as it is in heaven; give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive them that 
trespass against us, 11.nd lead us not into 
temptation, hut deliver us from evil, for 
thine is the kingdom, and the power and 
the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

[Unfermented wine only should be used at the 
sacrament. j 
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SECTION XIV. 

THE ORDER OF THE BURIAi, OF THE 
DEAD. 

(.The following or some other solemn service 
may be used.] 

The minister going before the corpse 
shall say: 

I am the resurrection and the life, saith 
the Lord ; he that believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet &hall he live; and whoso
ever liveth, and believeth in me, shall never 
die.-John xi ; 25, 26. 

I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that he shall stand at the latter day npon the 
earth; and though, after my skin worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I 
see God, whom I shall see for myself; and 
mine eyes shall behold and not another.
Job xix: 25, 26, 27. 

We brought nothing into this world, and 
it is certain we can carry nothing out.
The Lord gave and. the Lord hath taken 
away ; blessed be the name of the Lord. 
1 1.im. vi: 7, Job. i: 21. 

[At the grave when the corpse is lai<l in the 
earth the minister shall say : ] 
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and to do this in some measure in every 
sermon. 

Ques. 2. What is the most effectual way 
of preaching Christ? 

Ans. The most effectual way of preach
ing Christ is to preach him in all his offices• 
and to declare his law, as well as his Gos
pel, both to believers and unbelievers. Let 
us strongly and closely insi;t upon inward 
and outward holiness in all its branches. 

Ques. 3. Are there any smaller advices 
which might be of use to us? 

Ans. Yes, 1st. Be sure never to disap
point a congregation. 2d. Begin at the 
time appointed. 3d. Let your whole de· 
portment be serious, weighty and solemn. 
4th. Always suit your subject to your audi. 
ence. 5th. Choose the plainest text you 
can. 6th, Take care not to ramble, but 
keep to your text, and make out what you 
take in hand. 7th. Avoid everything awk
ward or affected, !either in your gesture, 
phr11.se or pronunciation. 8th. Do not usu
ally pray above five or six minutes without 
intermission. Frequently read and enlarge 
upon a portion of Scripture ; and let young 
preachers often exhort without taking a 
text. 
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SECTION XVII. 

OF THE DUTY OF PREACHERS TO GOD, 
THEMSELVES AND ONE ANOTHER. 

Ques. 1. How shall a preacher be quali
fied for his charge? 

Ans. By walking closely with God, and 
having his work greatly at heart; and by 
understanding and loving discipline, ours 
in particular. 

Ques. 2. Do we sufficiently watch over 
each other? 

Ans. We do not. Should we not fre
quently ask each other, Do you walk close
ly with God? Have you now fellowship 
with the Father and the Son? Do you 
punctually observe the morning and even
ing hours of retirement? Do you converse 
seriously, useful!r and closely? To be 
more particular: Do you use all the means 
of grace yourself, and enforce the use of 
them on all other persons? They are eith· 
er instituted or prudential. 

I. The instituted are:-
1. Prayer: private, family and public.--' 

Do you ask everywhere,-Have you family 
prayer? Do you ask individuals,-Do you 
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use private prayer every morning and eve
ning in particular? 

2. Search the Scriptures by 
(1) Reading; constantly, some part of 

every day; regularly, all the Bible in or
der; carefully, with notes: seriously, with 
prayer before and after; fruitfully imme-

. diately practicing what you learn there? 
(2) Meditating, at set times :-By rule? 
(3) Hearing: every opportunity, with 

prayer before, at, after. Have you a Bible 
always about you? 

( 4) The Lord's Supper: Do you use this 
at ew ry opportunity ? With solemn pray
er before ? "With earnest and deliberate 
self-devotion? 

(5) Fasting: do you use as much absti
nence and fasting as your health , strength, 
and labor will' permit? • 

(6) Christian Conference: .Are you 
convinced bow important and bow difficult 
it is to order your conversation aright? JS 
it always in grace; seasoned with salt?
Meet tu administer grace to the hearers ? 

'Do you not converse too long at a time? Is 
not an hour commonly enough ? Would it 
not be well always to have a determined 
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end in view? And to pray before and after 
it? 

II. Prudential means :-
1. Do you steadily watch against the 

world ? Yourself? Your besetting sin? 
2. Do you deny yourself every useless 

pleasure of sense-Imagination-Honor? 
Are you temperate in all things? Instance 

' in food; (1) Do you u~e only that kind 
and that degree which is best both for body 
and soul? Do you see the necessity of this? 
(2) Do you eat no more at each meal than 
is necessary? Are you not heavy or drow. 
sy after dinner? Do you use tobacco in 
any form? Do you discourage the use of 
it in others? (3) Do you use only that 
kind and that degree of drink, which is the 
best both for your body and soul P (4) Do 
you choose and use water far your common 
drink ? Do you use tea or coffee? 

3. Wherein do you take up your crnss 
daily? Do you cheerfully bear your cross, 
however grievous to nature, as a gift of 
God, and labor to profit thereby? 

4. Do you endeavor to set God always 
before you? To see his eye continually 
fixed upon you ? Never can you use these 
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means but a blessing will ensue. And the 
more you use them, the more you will grow 
in grace. 

SECTION XVIII. 

OF 'VISITING FROll HOUSE TO HOUSH, GUARDING 
. AGAINST THOSE THINGS THAT ARE SO 

COMMON TO PROFESS ORS, AND 
~NFOIWING PRACTICAL 

RELIGION. 

Q11es. 1. How can we farther assist 
those under our care? 

Ans. By instructing them at their own 
houses. What unspeakable need is there of 
·this? 1. Personal religion either toward 
God or man, is too superficial among us. 
We can but just touch on a few particulars. 
How little faith there is among us! How 
little communion with God, how little living 
in heaven, walking in eternity, deadness to 
every creature! How much love of the 
world! desire of pleasure, of ease, of get
ting money! How little brotherly love! 

2. Family religion is wanted in many 
branches. And what avails public preach
ing alone, though we could preach like an-
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gels! We must, yea, every preacher must 
instruct the people from house to house. 

Our religion is not sufficiently deep, uni
versal, uniform ; but superficial, partial, un
even. It will be so till we spend half as 
much time in this visiting, as we now do in 
talking uselessly. Can we find a better 
method of doing this than Mr. Baxter's?
If not, let us adopt it without delay. Speak
ing of this visiting from house to house, he 
says : " We shall find many hindrance11, 
both in ourselves and the people. 

1. In ourselves there is much dullness 
and laziness, so there will be much ado to 
get us to be faithful in the work. 

2. We have a base, man-pleasing temper, 
so that we let them perish rather than lose 
their iove : we let them go quietly to bell, 
lest we should offend them. 

3. Some of us have a foolish hadhfulnesa. 
We know not how to begin, and blush to 
contradict the devil. 

4. But the greater hindrance is weakness 
of faith. Our whole motion is weak be
caUBe the spring of it is weak. 

5. Lastly, we are unskillful in the work. 
Bow few know how to deal with men, 10 as 
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to get within the~, and suit all our discourse 
to their several conditions and tempers: to 
choose the fittest subjects and follow them 
with a holy mixture of seriousness, terror, 
love and meekness ! 

But undoubtedly this private application 
is implied in those solemn words of the 
Apostle : ' I charge thee before God and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the 
quick and the dead at his appearing : preach 
the word, be instant in season, out of sea
son, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long
suffering.'" 

0, brethren, if we could but see this 
work on foot in all our Churches, and pro
secute it zealously, what glory would re
dound to God! If the common lake-warm
ness were banished and every shop and 
every house busied in speaking of tbe word 
and works of God surely God would dwell 
in our habitation, and make us his delight. 

And this is absolutely necessary to the 
welfare of sou ls. Look round, and see how 
many of them are still in apparent danger 
of damnation. And how can you walk, 
talk and be merry with such people, when 
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you know their case? When you look them 
in the face, you should break forth into 
tears, as the prophet did when he looked 
upon Hazael. 0, for God's sake, and the 
sake of poor souls, bestir yourselves and 
spare no pains that may conduce to their 
salvation! 

What cause have we to bleed before the 
Lord, that we have so long neglected this 
good work P If we had but engaged in it 
sooner, how many more might. have been 
brought to Christ; and how much holier 
and happier might they have been before 
now; and why might we not have done 
it sooner? There were many hindrances ; 
and so there always will be. But the great· 
est hindrance is in ourselves, in our little
ness of faith and love. 

But it is objected, 1.--" This will take up 
so much time, we shall not have leisure to 
follow our studies." We answer, 1. Gain· 
ing knowledge is a, gl)od thing, but saving 
souls is a- better. 2. By this very thing 
you will gain the most excellent knowledge; 
that of God and eternity. 3. You will have 

for gaining other knowledge too.
sleep no more than you 11:eed; " and 
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never be idle or triflingly employed ." But 
4. If you can do but one, let your· studies 
alone. We ought to throw by all the ljbra
ries in the world, rather than be guilty of 
the loss of one soul. 

It is objected, IL-" The people will not 
submit to it." If some will not, others 
will ; and the success with them will repay 
all your labor. 0, let us herein follow the 
exdmple of St. Paul! 1. For our general 
business ; Serving the Lord with all humil
ity of mind: 2. Our special work; Take 
heed to yourselves, and to all the flock! 3. 
Our doctrine ; Repentance toward God and 
faith toward our Lord Jenus Christ! 4. 
The place; I have taught you publicly, and 
from house to house! 5. The object and 
ma'nner of teaching; I ceased not to warn 
every one, night and day, with tears: 6. 
His innocence and self-denial herein; I have 
coveted no man's silver or gold: 7. His 
patience; Neither count I my life dear unto 
myself. And among all other moteivs, let 
these be ever before your eyes : 1. The 
Church of God, which he hath purchased 
with his own blood! 2. Grievous wolve~ 
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ehall enter in; yea, of yourselves shall men 
arise speaking perverse things. 

W)'ite this tfpon yoar hearts, and it will 
do you more good than twenty years' stndy. 
Then you will have no time to spare: you 
will have work enough. Then likewise no 
preacher will stay with us who is as salt 
that has lost its savor. For to such, this 
employment would be mere drudgery. 
And in order to do it, you will have neP.d of 
all the knowledge you can procure, and 
grace you can attain. The sum is, go into 
every house in COJrse, urging upon' every 
impenitent sinner the duty of immediate re· 
pentance, and t~ching every one therein, 
young and old, to be Christians inwardly 
apd outwardly: make every particular plain 
to thflr understanding; fix it in their minds, 
write it on their hearts. In order to this 
there must be line uponline, precept upon 
precept. What patience, what love, wha 
knowledge is requisite for this! We must 
needs do this, were it only to avoid idle
ness. Do we not loiter away many hours 
in every week ? Each try himself. No 
idleness is consistent with a growth in ~aee. 
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Nay, without exactness in redeeming time, 
you cannot retain the grace you receive in 

· ju~tification. · \ 

SECTION XIX. 

PRACTWAL BENEVOLENCE. 

Ques. Have we any directions to give 
concerning practic11:l benevolence among 
us? 

Ans. 1. There shall be a fund in each 
Yearly Conference for the support of su
perannuatetl ministers, their widows and or
phans, to be distributed equally, or accord
ing to necessity, by each Yearly Conference 
at its annual sessions. Each Yearly Con
ference shall appoint a responsible Treas
urer to take ch:lrge of said funds .a ay 
them out on their order, signed by their 
Presiden. _Jd Secretary. 

It is expected that every member of our 
Churches will contribute at least one penny 
a.week to this fund, provided that persons 
unable to pay may be excused by a special 
vote of the Church to which they belong. 

2. There shall be a fund fur the indigent 
and si.ck, t~ be 1mdoer the charge of each 
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Church for their own needy, or for the 
needy of the other Churche~ when three
fourths of the Church raising the funds 
shall vote to so apply it. And when there 
are no indigent or sick, the funds may, on 
Auch vote, be applied to other benevolent 
purposes. 

One of the Stewards of each Church shall 
be designated by said Church as Treasurer 
to hold and pay out said funds as directed 
by the Church. 

It is expected that each member of our 
ChurchPs will pay five cents per week to 
this fund, and no persons failing to pay 
while they are in good health, shall have 
any claim on said fund unless they shall 
have previously been excused from pay• 

y vote of the Church to which they 
g. 
We recommt>nd that in ~ery duly in

corporated Church or society, there be a 
fund raised by donation to bfl preserved 
perpetually, and increased annually, to be 
kept under the charge of thH Church raising 
said fund, to be loaned without interest, 
ror a reasonable length of time, with suffi
cient safeguards to secure the refundins 

f 
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thereof, to the landless poor of said Church, 
or to the most needy among them. Each 
Church shall appoint a responsible tr9as
urer to receive and pay out these funds un
der the direction of the Church. 

SECTION XX. 

DRESS AND FURNITURE. 
Ques. 1. Should we insist on the rules 

concerning dress? 
Ans. By all me:ins. This is no time to 

. give encouragement to superfluity of appa
rel. Therefore let none be received into 
the Church until they have left off the wear
ing of gold and superfluous ornaments. 
In order to this, 

1. In vi~iting the classes, be ver 
but very strict. 

2. Allow of no exempt case,- bett 
suffer than 1Uany. 

Ques. 2. Should we insist on cheap as 
well as plain dress ? 

Ans. Certainly. We should not on any 
account )!pend what the Lord has put into 
our hands as stewards to be used for his 
glory, in expensive wearing apparel, when 
thousands are suffering for food .and ra1-
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ment, 11.nd millions perishing for the word 
oflife. Let the dress of every member Of 
the Wesleyan Methodist Connection, be 
both plain and cheap. Let the strictest 
economy be used in these respects. 

And we would not only enjoin on all who 
fear God, plain dress, but we would recom
mend to our preachers and people, accord 
ing to Mr. 'Vesley's views, expressed in 
his sermon on the Inefficiency of Christian
ity, published but a few years before his 
death, and containing his matured judg
ment distinguished plainness-Plainness 
which will publicly commit them to the 
maintenance of their Christian profession 
wherev!ll" they may be. 

es. 3. Should our furniture as well as 
ess be plain and cheap i' 

ns. By all means. Let~he strictest 
economy be observed in botli. Let no ex
pensive furniture ~r high-priced -::arriages be 
used by Wesleyan Methodists, while there 
is a single individual for whom Christ died, 
hungry or naked, or without the word of 
life. And let the same principle of saving 
all we can, that we may have to give to 
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those who need, govern us in renting or 
building houses to live in. 

We disapprove oi Christians changing 
their apparel in mourning lor the dead. 

SECTION XXL 

ON PEACE. 

We believe the Gospel of Christ to be in· 
tended to extirpate the practice of war, a11d 
hence we cannot but deprecate those cus
toms which needlessly foster and perpetu
ate the war spirit. We will not cease to 
pray and labor that the period may soon 
arrive, when "Nations shall learn war no 
more." 

SECTION XXII. 

SECRET SOCIETIES. 

Ques. Have we anr directions to give 
concerning Secret Societies ? 

Ans. We will on no account tolerate our 
ministers or members in joining or holding 
fellowship with Secret Societi'ls, such as 
Free Masonry or Odd Fellowship, as in 
the judgment of the Wesleyan Methodi1t 
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Connection, it is inconsistent with our du· 
ties to God to hold such connections. 

SECTION XXIII. 

NECR SSITY OF UN ION AMONG OUR· 
SELVES. 

Let us be deeply sensible (from what we 
have known) of the evil of v1S1on, in 
principle, spirit, or practice, and the dread· 
ful consequences to ourselves and others. 
If we are united, what can stand before u&? 
If we divide, we shall destroy ourselves, 
the work of God and the souls of our peo· 
ple. 

In order to a closer union with each other, 
be deeply convinced of the absolute 

necessity of it. 
Pray earI.>estly for, and speak freely to 

each other. 
When we meet, let us never part without 

prayer. 
Take great care not to despise each oth· 

er'• gifts. 
/ 

Never speak lightly of each other. 
Let ua defend each other's character ill 
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everything, so far as is consistent ·with 
~ruth. 

Labor in honor, each to prefer the other 
before himself. 

SECTION XXIV. 

ON MARRIAGE. 

Ques. Do we observe any evils which 
have prevailed in regard to marriage and 
divorce? 

.Ans. 1. Many Christians have married 
with unawakened persons. This has pro
duced bad effect; they have either been 
hindered for life, or have turned back to 
perdition. 

We do not prohibit our peopl~ from nftllo
rying persons who are not of our Connec
tion, provided such persons have the form, 
and are seeking the power of godliness ; but 
we are determined to discourage their mar
rying persons who do uot come up to this 
description . 

.Ans 2. \Ye regard no cause of divorce 
justifiable, except adultery; and if any of 
the members of the Churches dissolve the 
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mm iage contract for any other cause, and 
either party shall marry during the life-time 
of the other, he or she shall be expelled as 
for other immoralities. 

SECTION XXV. 

OF THE BOOK CONCERN. 
1. There shall be a Book Concern in the . 

city of Syracuse, which shall be managed by 
a General Agent, Editors, and a Book Com
mittee, consisting of twelve members, six of 
whom shall be ministers ; the other six shall 
be laymen. This Committee sliall be ap
pointed by the General Conference. 

2. There shall be published in connec
tlo ;with the Book Concern, one religious 
news-paper to be calied the AMERICAN 
WBSLEYAN, and a Sabbath-'school paper to 
be called the CHILDRBN's BANNER, under 
the supervision &f editors to be appointed 
hy the General Conference. 

3. The Agent and resident Editors shall 
be members of the Book Committee. 

4. The Book Committee shall determine 
the salaries of the AgentandEditors. They 
may determine also what books shall be 
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published, and the price of the same, in 
accordance with the action of the General 
Conference. 

They shall have power to fill all vacan
cies that may occur in their board during 
the interval of the General Conference. 
And they may remove the Agent and Edi
tors, if they judge the interest of the cause 
requires such removal, and may fill their 
place until the next session of the General 
Conference. This Committee shall make 
or cause to be made, an annual exhibit of 
the state of the Book Concern to the Year
ly Conferences, and shall also aresent a full 
report to the General Conference. 

5. Five members of the Committl'e shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business, except in the removal of the Agent 
or Editors; when it shall require a vote ot 
the majority of all the members of the 
Board. 

6. Meetings of the Book Committee may 
be call~d at any time by the Agent, or by 
any three members of the Board; and the 
Secretary shall notify the resident members 
unless notice he given in the A:vrnRICAN 
WESLEYAN. 
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7. It shall be the duty of Wesleyan Min
isters and preachers to extend the circula
tion of our books and periodicals. They 
shall receive the following premiums on all 
moneys collected and paid into the Book 
Concer;:;, viz: 20 cents on all new subscrib
ers to the AMERICAN WESLEYAN, where the 
full amount of $2 00 is remitted, and 10 
cents for old subscriptions. 

R. All the property of the Book Concern 
shall be held in trust for the Wesleyan 
Methodist Connection of America, by the 
Book Con>mittee, or by the Wesleyan 
Method!,tPublishing Association of Ameri
ca incorp.>tated in the year 1862. 

SECTION XXVI. 

BOUNDARIES OF THE YEARLY CON
FERENCES. 

1. The New York Conference comprises 
so much of the State of New York, as is 
not included in the Champlain, Syracuse, 
Rochester and Lockport Conferences; and 
New Jersey, Eastern Pennsylvania, and 
all of the New England States south of 
Vermont. 

fl 
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2. The Champlain Conference shall com -
prise the State of Vermont, all of New 
England north of Vermont, and Essex, 
Clinton, Franklin, St. Lawrence, and War
ren counties, in the State of New York. 

3. 'I.he Syracuse Conference shall be 
hounded as follows: Beginning at the North
east corner of Jefferson Co., N. Y., follow
ing the water to the Big Sodus Bay, thence 
South to Gayuga Lake, thence through said 
lake to Ithaca, thence South on the line 
between Chemung and Tioga Counties, to 
the Ji"ne of Penn~ylvania, thence down the 
Susquehanna River so far as to include all 
our work in that direction, thence east to 
the line of the New York Conference, and 
thence to the place of beginning. 

4. The Lockport Confe rence shall be 
bounded as follows, viz: Beginning at the 
mouth of the Genesee River, following said 
river in the direction to include Mount 
Morris, thence Southeast along the canal 
to the village of Dansville; thence along 
ihe dividing line between Steuben and Al
legheny Counties to the Pennsylvania line; 
thence west along said line to the Southwest 
corner of Chautauqua County; thence north 
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aleng the west line of said county to Lake 
Erie, thence along said lake, Niagara Riv
er and Lake Ontario to the place of begin• 
ning. 

5. The Rochester Conference shall be 
comprised of all that part of the State of 
New York, lying west of the Syracuse C.m
ference not included in the Lockport Con
ference, and that part of the State of Penn
sylvania not included in other Conferences. 

6. The Allegheny L:onference comprises 
all of Western Pennsylvania, and that por
tion of. Eastern Ohio included within the 
following boundary; beginning at Steub1:n
ville, on the Ohio River, and running west, 
following the stage road to :Massillon by 
the way of Canton ; thence up the canal to 
the city of Cleveland, including also West
ern Virginia. Cleveland shall belong to 
the Central Ohio Conference. 

7. The Central Ohio Conference-is bound
ed on the east by the Allegheny Conference, 

. and comprises that part of Ohio, east of the 
Sciot,a River, to the mouth of the Little 
Sciota, and a line running from thence to 
Upper Sandusky. and along the Sandusky 
River to Sandusky Bay, including the whole 
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of Dela.ware County; but not including 
Pomeroy and Middleport on the Ohio 
River. 

8. The Miami Conference comprises thai 
part of Ohio not included in Allegheny, 
Central Ohio, and Michigan Conferences, 

9. The Indiana Conference comprises 
the State of Indiana. 

10. The Michigan Conference comprises 
the State of Michigan, and the Northern 
part of Ohio adjacent thereto, to the 1\fau" 
mee River. 

11. The Illinois Conference shall com
prise the State of Illinois, and Palmyra and 
Sugar Creek Circuit in Wiscon&in. 

12. The "Wisconsin Conference includes 
the State of Wisconsin, except Sugar Ureek 
and Palmyra Circuit. 

13. The Iowa Conference comprises the 
State of Iowa. • 

14. Th'e Minnesota Conference comprises 
the State of Minnesot•, and all west, bound
ed by the Missouri River. 

15. The Kansas Conference shall com
prise the States of Kansas, Nebraska, and 
Missouri, until the last two or either of 
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them, shall form Conferences or a Con
ference of their own. 

16. The Tennessee Conference comprises 
the State of Tennessee. 

17. California.-The Churches and min
iste1·s of California, Oregon and W a~hing
ton, are at liberty to organize into a Yearly 
Conference when they deem it prudent to 
do so. 

Stations and circuits located on Confer
ence lines, are authorized to elect to which 
contigous Conference they shall belong, 
consulting their convenience of travel and 
association. 

OF SECURING TITLES TO CHURCH. 
PROPERTY. 

The laws of the several States are so va
rious, that no specific rule can be given 
which will meet the requirements of the di
versified Statutes, under which Churches 
have to organize. The following general 
rules, if attended to, will secure the end 
aimed at. 

1. Before taking a deed, examine the 
laws of the State, and see that the Church, 
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or Society, is organized, and trustees ap
pointed, according to the requirements of 
the Statute. . 

2. Let the property be deeded to trus
tees, in trust for that particular Society• 
giving it its corporate name in the deed: 
provided if said Church shall ever cease to 
exist, said property shall revert to the Year
ly Conference, which shall have power to 
order the sale of said property, and to ap
propriate the funds so received to the build
ing of new houses of worship or parsonage5 
for the Wesleyan Methodist Connection 
within the bounds of saiJ. Conference. 
Said Church shall be deemed to have ceased 
to exist when said property is not used 
statedly for one and one half years for the 
benefit of the Wesleyan Methodist Connec
tion of America. 

COURSE OF STUDY. 

We feel deeply the importance of a higher 
standard for our ministry, than we have 
heretofore been able to maintain. In our 
denominational · youth, there have been 
difficulties in our way, which we trust are 
disappearing at our approach to a more ma-
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ture age. At our organization in 1843, our 
ministry was composed principally of such 
as had received Orders in other denomina
tions, and for several years our largest ac
cessions were from the same sources; and 
though among them were some very able 
ministers, others fell below the proper stan
dard of qualification for the sacred office. 

The great want of ministers to supply our 
needy yet spreading fields of labor, led to 
the reception of too large a portion of such 
as offered themselves, and also to the ordi
nation of men among ourselves, of like defi
ciences, and there is now no doubt that our 
necessities, in some instances at least, be
trayed us into an unwise course. But we 
are satisfied that the time has fully come, 
when we must elevate our ministerial stand
ard to a point which will better .correspond 
to the wants of our denomination, and the 
demands of the age in which God in his 
Providence, has called us into existence as 
a distinct religious power. As we all be
lieve in an over-ruling and guiding Provi· 
dence, we must .suppose that God had aa 
end to secure, by calling us into existence 
u a denomination, through such trials, con• 
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flicts and sacrifices, as marked every step 
in the process ; and we shall act a wise part 
by preparing ourselves, in every available 
method, for the achievement of useful ends; 
and we feel confident that no one measure 
will do more in this direction, than to raise 
up a well-educated, and efficient ministry. 

We therefore recommend that all candi
dates for the ministry be examined on the 
following subjects in the several Yearly 
Conferences, before being admitted to Or
ders. 

1. Theology in its several branches.
Text Books-The Scriptures, embracing 
their Inspiration, doctrines, and morals ; 
Lee's Elements of Theology; Butler's Anal
ogy, and Gaussen on the Inspiration of the 
Scriptures. 

2. Mental Philosophy-Text Book, Ma
han on the Will, with any approved work 
on the general science. 

3. Moral Philosophy-Text Rook, Way
land, 

4. Ecclesiastical History-Text Books, 
The Scriptures embracing their History and 
Chronology ; Mosheim and Hase. 

5. Church Government-Text Books, 
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The New Testament, W ealeyan Methodist 
Discipline, Lee's Elements of Theology, 
Book IV, and Wesleyan Manual by L. Lee, 

6. Sacred Rhetoric and Pastoral Theolo
gy, including the composition and delivery 
of sermons, and general pastoral d11ties . 

• 



FORMS OF CREDENTIALS, LICENSES, CERTIFICATES, &c. 

FORM OF A LICENSE TO EXHORT. 
This certifies that A---B---, a member of the W~sleyan Metho· 

dist Church of---has been and is hereby dAly authorized to hold 

public meetings for the promotion of the cause of God, and to exercise 

himself as an, exhorter in the Church of Christ. 

Done by order of the Quarterly Conference (or Church) of the Wes

leyan Methodist ·connection, of C---, this---day . of---. 

This 'license to be renewed yearly. 

E---F---, Chairman. 

C---D---, Secretary. 
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FORM OF A LICENSE TO PREACH. 

"' 0 

To all whom i'.t may concern; ~ 
This may certify that A---B---, the bearer, having been duly ~ 

recommended by the Church of which he is a member, and having been !>

examined concerning his gifts, graces and usefulness, is judged by us to !:: . c 
be a proper person, therefore he is hereby authorized to preach the Gos- ~ 

pel according to- the usages of the Wesleyan Methodist Connection of gj 
America. -'! 

0 

Done at the Quarterly Conference, (or Church,) of-.--. this--- ~ 
day of---, A. D. 18-, and signed by its ordel' and in its behalf. ~ 

C---D---. , Chairman. 
E---F---, Secretary. 

~ 
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FORM OF ELDERS' CREDENTIALS. 

§ 
~ 
0 

lo whom it m11y concern, Greeting: ~ 
Be it known that C--- D---, having been duly elected by the ~ 

---Yearly Conference of the Wesleyan Methodist Connection of Amer- M 
ica, has been this day set apart, by the imposition of hands and prayer, to g 
the office and work of an F,lder in the Church of God so long as his life ~ 
and doctrines shall comport with the Holy Scriptures. And he is hereby "'~ 
empowered and fully authorized to adminibter the Sacraments of Baptism o 
and the Lord's Supper, solemnize. Matrimony, and to feed the flock of [:l 
Christ, taking oversight thereof, not as lord over God's heritage, but ~ 
as being an example to the same. ~ 

Signed by order, and in behalf of the aforesaid Yearly Conference held r; 
at , this---day of---, A. D., 18-. f;; 

E.---C---, President. • 
E.---F.-, Secretary. 



FORM OF A CERTIFICATE OF MEMBERSHIP.• 

~ 
This certifies that A--- B---, the bearer, is an acceptable mem~ ~ 

~ lier of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in C---, from which. he, (or 

1he,) is hereby dismissed and cordially recommended to the Christian 

(") 
l>-
;l 

confidence and fellowship of the Church in'D---, (or any Churcl of @ 

Christ to which Providence may direct.) 

Given on behalf of the afores:Aid Chureh the -- day of---. 

I( 
l'.>I 
:;:: 
C!1 
l>:I 
~ 

F--F---, Pastor, (or Clerk.) ~ 

•It Is undentood that the Church giving letters is to judge of the length of 
time letters if not used shall hold good. 
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FORM: OF A CERTIFICATE. 

FOR AN UNSTATIONED JIIINISTER OR PREACHER, WHO DESIRES TO REJIIOVE 

..... 
>!>-

"° 

~ 
TO ANOTHER CIRCUIT, STATION OR CONFERENCE. el 

l;J 

~ 
The bearer, S---B---, an unstationed minister of the Wesleyan o 

"" Methodist Connection, being desirous of removing from this circuit, is en

titled to receive from the undersigned this certificate of his good standing. 

F--- Circuit, January 1, 18-. 

W--- P---, Preacher in Charge. 
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FORM OF A CERTIFICATE 

FOR A STATIONED MINISTER OB. PREACHER, wno DESIRES TO REMOVE 

TO ANOTHER CONFERENCE. 

The bearer, J---L---, having fully complied with his engage-

f;J 
~ 

~ 
g 
0 

"" 
ments to the Annual Conference, his moral character stand- ~ 

I::: 
0 ing fair, and being desirous of removing to another Conference, is entitled 

to this certificate of his gqod standing. 

A--- S---, President of the M---Annual Conference. 

January 1, 18-. 
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OF ___ __ ____ ,CHARGE ______ --- PASTOR. II$. I c. 

PASTOR'S L ABORS. 
Time Employed, ..... . ..... .. 
Appointments, •••• •••• •••••••• 

"Number of Churches , ••••• •• • • 
MEHBERSHIP. 

Received, .• ... . . . . . ... . .... •. 
Expelled or Discontinued, • . .. 
Died, ... . ... • .... • . • ... .. .. • . 
Removed, . ...... ....... .. ... . 
Withdrawn, . . .. . . .... .. . .. . .. 
P resent N umbers, . .. . .. . . . .. . 
Baptized, .... .. ..... . . .. .... .. 
Unstationed E lders, . . ....... . . 
Licernia.tes, . .. .... . : . . . .. .. .. . 

PERIODICALS. 
American Wesley ans taken, .. . 
Childrer.'s Banner ditto, .. .... . 

SABBATH- SCHOOLS. 
Number of'. .. ........ ... .... . 

Superintendents, .. . 
Teachers, . . . ..... . . 
Scholars,. . . ... . . . . 
Books in Library, . . 

CllURCH P1t0PERTY. 
Number of Me6tiog houses, .. . 

Value of. ... .. .. .. . . 
Parsonages, ... . .. .. .... .. ... . 

Value o f. . ........ .. 
AMOUNT CONTRIBUTED. 

Pastor's Salary , ..... . . ... ... . 
Incidental Exp< nses, .. • . , . •.. . 
Buildi "l:( and Repairo, . .. ... .. . 
Church Aid Society, •.. .•. ... . 
Sabbatb-schools ,. .... .. . .. .. . . 
Missions, ... . . .... .... . ..... . .. 
Superannueted Ministers ... .. . 
Other Benevolent Objects, ... . 



CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION TO GENERAL CONFERENCE. 

This will certify that A-- B-- was duly elected a ministerial (or 
lay) delegate to the General Conference of the Wesleyan Methodist Con
nection to be hold at D--, beginning---. 

Done by the Electoral College of the---Yearly Conference this--
day of---. E.--- H.---, Chairman. 
C-- W --, Secretary. 

LETTER OF STANDING OF ELDER. 

To Whom it May Concern: 
This may certify that A-- B-, the bearer, an Elder, having fully 

complied with his engagements to the C-- W csleyan Methodist Confer
ence, of which be is a member, being well reported of as a Christian minis
ter, and being desirous of residing for a time without the bounds of this 
Conference is entitled to this certificate of his good standing. 

(Place and date.) , President of Conference. 
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FORM OF A MARRIAGE REGISTER TO BE KEPT BY THE QUAR_ 
TERLY CONFERENCES. 

Man's name. I Woman's name. I When married. 

T-- S--1 E-R- . I Dec. 9, 18-. 

I I 

I Where married. 

I At the house of 
N-M-. -

I Minister's · 
name. 

f s- W--

FORM OF A REGISTE R OF BAPTISMS, TO BE KEPT BY THE QUAR
TERLY CONFERENCES. 

. Child"s name. , When borl). I When baptized. , Minister's .name. 

C-H- I Sep. 5, 10,-. Dec. 5, 18- D-E-

I Parent'~ names. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR ADMISSION TO TRAVEL. 

To the members of the C--Yearly Conference, next to be held at 

D--, on the-day of--next. 

The Quarterly Conference (or Church) of--, being acquainted with 

the gifts, grace and usefulness of our brother E-F--, do hereby re

commend him as a suitable person to be received to travel under your di_· 

rection. 

Done this-day of--, 18-, by the aforesaid Quarterly Conference 

(or Church,) and signed in its behalf. 

G---H ---, Chairman. 

E-- F--, Clerk. 
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RECOMMENDATION TO A YEARLY CONFERENCE FOR 
ELDERS' ORDERS. 

To the members of the C-- Yearly Contertnce of the Wesleyan 
Metbodist Connection, next to be held at-, the-day of.--nrxt. 

Tbe Quarterly Conference, (or Church,) of the--circuit, (or station,) 
being acquainted witb the gifts, graces and usefulness of our broth·~r C-
D--, do hereby recommend him as a suitable person to be ordainfld an 
Elder of tbe Church of God, he being a regular licensed preacher, and 
having passed examination satisfactory to us on Christian do.:trine, and 
the Discipline and usages of the churches of the Wesleyan Methodist Con
nection. 

Done by the Quarterly Conference, (or Church,) of--, this-day of 
---, 18-, and signed by its order and in its behalf. 

C-- D--, Chairman. 
E-- F--, Sen. or Clerk. 
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}'ORM OF A TRANSFER. 

The bearer, A-- S--, of the 0-- Annual Conference, having 
consented to be transferred to the M--Annual Conference, is hereby 
duly transferred. 

C-- S--, President of the 0-- Annual Conference. 
To E-- H--, President of tLe M. Annual Conference. 

January 1, 18-. 

CERTIFICATE Oi; ET,ECTION TO YEARLY CONFERENCE. 

This certifies that A-- B--, tLe bearer, was duly elected by the 
--charge a delegate to the C---Yearly Conference of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Connection, to be held at D--, on the- day of-- next. 

Done by the members of said charge, assembled this- day of --
.18-. E-F--, Chairman. 
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