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PRE:F'ACE. 

The Wesleyan Methodist Connecti<>n 
(or Church) of America grew out of a 
separation from the Methooist Episco
pal Church, the result of the connection 
of that body with slavery, and the ar
bitrary character of its government. 

0. Scott, J . Horton and L. R. Sunder
land withdrew 'in November, 1842. At 
the same time the first number of a 
weekly paper was issu~d called the True 
Wesleyan, in which they announced 
their withdrawal, setting forth their 
reru;ons. In December following Luther 
Lee withdrew from the Method'ist Epis
cop· 1 Church, and also L. C. Matlack. 
The;;e withdrawals are to be regarded as 
the c .ime.ncement of the movement 
vhir ed to the Wesleyan organization. 

·rhf· were previous separations, but 
the >rgani.,qtion of the commumty, 
whc.Y.3 system of doctrine and polity is 
pre><ented in the following pages, must 
dat• its commencement as above. 
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The most extensive prior separation 
took place in Michigan, which resulted 
in the organization of a Conference, but 
they united in the general organization 
at Utica, hereafter mentioned, and 
formed the basis of what is now the 
Michigan Annual Conference. The first 
Wesleyan church which was organized 
as a part of the present Connection, was 
in Providence, R. I. 

Soon after the withdrawal of Scott, 
Horton, Sunderland, Lee and Matlack, 
measures were taken to hold a conven
tion, which transpired at Andover, 
Mass., February, 1843. This resulted in 
a call for a General Convention, which 
was held at Utica, N. Y., commencing 
May 31, 1843, at which a genffl"al organ
ization was effected and a Discipline 
adopted. The first General Con.ference 
was held in October, 1844, at which the 
Discipline underwent some modifica
tions. 

In October, 1848, the second General 
Conference was held; and, in the light 
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of the four years' additional experi·ence, 
the Discipline underwent a thorough re
vision, principally to improve it in 
simplicity, and in the arrangement of 
its parts; since then it has been further 
revised, and, with confidence that it will 
be approved, it is presented 1to the C-On
nection, whose system of doctrine and 
rules of practice it contains, and to the 
Christian public, whose inspection it in
vites. 

It will be seen by the candid reader 
that the system of government is essen
tially republican, and is conformed to 
the Sci:iptures and primitive usages, in 
all fundamental matters-under such 
modifications in wha;t is merely pruden
tial, as are demanded by the circum
stances of the times in which we live. 
For amplitude of 1provision to meet all 
the exigences of an ecclesiastical organ
ization-and for simplicity, rendering it 
easy to be comp.rehended, it is believed 
this little book stands unrivaled. 

It is not presented as a substitute for 
the Holy Scriptures, but as an epitome 
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of the doctrines, morals and ecclesiast
ical polity contained in the Sacred Vol
ume. All who read this volume, and 
especially those who adopt it as the rule 
of their faith and practice, should never 
forget for one moment, that, to secure 
the end of religion, they must add to 
their creed, however truthful it may be, 
sincerity of heart and purity of life. 
''Not every one that saith unto me, 
Lord! Lord! shall enter into the king
dom of heaven; but he that doeth the 
will of my Father which Is in heaven." 
"Without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord." 



DISCIPLINE 

O F THE 

WESLEYAN METHODJST 

CONNECTION (OR CHURCH) 

OF AMERICA. 

SECTION I. 

Elementary Principles. 

1. A Christian Church is a society of 
believers in Jesus Christ, assembling in 
any one place for religious worship, and 
Is of Divine institution. 

2. Christ is the only head of the 
Church, and the Word of God the only 
rule of faith and conduct. 

3. No person who loves the Lord 
Jesus Christ, at;1d obeys the Gospel of 
God our Savior, ought to be deprived of 
Church membership. 

4. Every man has an inalienable 
right to private judgment in matters of 
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religion, and an equal right to express 
his opinion in any way which will not 
violate the laws of God or the rights of 
his fellowmen. 

5. Church trials should be conducted 
on Gospel principles only; aud no min
ister or member should be excommuni
cated except for immorality, the 
propagation of unchristian doctrines, or 
for neglect of duties enjoined by the 
Word of God. 

6. The pastoral or ministerial office 
and duties are of Divine appointment; 
and all elders in the Church of God are 
equal; but ministers are forbidden to 
be lords over God's heritage, or to have 
dominion over the faith of the saints. 

7. The Church has a right Ito form 
and enforce such rules and reguiations 
only as are in accordance with the Holy 
Scriptures, and may be nooessary or 
have a tendency to carry into effect the 
great system of practical Christianity. 

8. Whatever power may be necessary 
to the formation of rules and regulations 
is inherent in the ministers and mem
bers of the Church; but so much of that 
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power ruay be delegated from time to 
time, upon a plan of 
as they may judge 
proper. 

representation, 
necessary and 

9. It is the duty of all ministers an.cl 
members of the Church to ma.iutai.n 
godliness and to oppose all moral evil. 

10. It is obligatory upon ministers of 
the Gospel to be faithful in the dis
charge of their pastoral and ministerial 
duties; and it is also obligatory upon 
the members to esteem ministers highly 
for their work's sake, and to render 
them a righteous compensation for their 
labors. 

SECTION II. 

Articles of Religion. 

I. Faith in the Holy Trinity. 

There is but one living and true God, 
everlasting, of iI1Jfinite power, wisdom 
and goodness; the _maker and preserver 
of all things, visible and invisible. A.nd 
in unity of this Godhead there are th.ree 
persons of one substance, power and 
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eternity,-··the Father, the Son (the 
Word), and the Holy Ghost. 

Gen. i. 1; xvii. 1; Exo. iii. 13-15; 
xxxiii. 20; Deut. vi. 4; Psalms xc. 2; 
civ. 24; Isa. ix. 6; Jer. x. 10; John i. 1, 
2; iv. 24; v. 18; x. 30; xvi. 13; xvii. 3; 
Acts v. 3, 4; Rom. xvi. 27; I. Cor. viii. 
4, 6; II. Cor. xiii. 14; Eph. ii. 18; Phil. 
ii. 6; Col. i. 16 ; I. Tim. i. 17; I. John v. 
7, 20; Rev. xix. 13. 

II. ,The Son of God. 

The only begotten Son of God was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried
to be a sacrifice, not only for original 
guilt, but also for the actual sins of 
men, and to reconcile us to God. 

Mark xv ; Luke i. 27, 31, 35; John i. 
14, 18; iii. 16, 17; Acts iv. 12; Rom. v. 
10, 18 ; I. Cor. xv. 3; II. Cor. v. 18, 19; 
Gal. ·i. 4; ii. 20; iv. 4, 5; Eph. v. 2; I. 
Tim. i. 15; Heb. ii. 17; vii. 27; ix. 28; x. 
12; I. Peter ii. 24; I. John ii. 2; iv. 14. 

III. The Resurrection of Christ. 

Christ did truly rise again from the 
dead, taking His body with all things 
appertaining to the perfection of man's 
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nature, wherewith he ascended into 
heaven, and there sitteth until he re
turns to judge all men at the last day. 

Psalms xvi. 8-10; Matt. xxvii. 62-66; 
xxviii. 5-9, 16, 17; Mark xvi. 6, 7, 12; 
Luke xxiv. 4-8, 23; John xx. 26-29; xxri; 
Acts i. 2; ii. 24-31; x. 40; Rom. viii. 34; 
xiv. 9, 10; I. Cor. xv. 6, 14; Heb. xiii. 20. 

IV. Tbe Holy Ghost. 

The Holy Ghost proceeding from the 
Father and the Son is of one substance, 
majesty and glory with the Father and 
the Son, very and eternal God. 

Job xxxiii. 4; Matt. xxviii. 19; John 
iv. 24-26; Acts v. 3, 4; Rom. viii. 9; 
JI. Cor. iii. 17; Gal. iv. 6. 

V. Tbe Sufficiency of the Holy 
Scriptures for Salvation. 

The Holy Scriptures contain all things 
necessary to salvation; so that whatso
ever is not read therein, nor may be 
proved thereby, is not ,to be required 
of any man, that it should be believed as 
an article of faith, or be thought requi
site or necessary to salvation. In the 
name of the Holy Scriptures, we do 
understand the canonical books of the 
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Old and New Testaments, of whose au
thority there is no doubt in the Church. 

The canonical books of the Old Tes
tament are : 

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, I. 
Samuel, II. Samuel, I. Kings, II. Kings, 
I. Chronicles, II. Chronicles, Ezra, Nehe
miah, Esther, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, The Song of Solomon, Isa
iah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Eookiel, 
Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 
Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zeph
aniah, Haggai, Zechariah and Mala
chi. 

The canonical books of the New Tes
tament are: 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, The Acts, 
The Epistle to the Romans, I. Corinth
ians, II. Corinthi'a'IJS, Galatians, Ephe
sians, Philippians, Colossians, I. Thes
salonians, II. Thessalonians, I. Timothy, 
II. Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, 
James, I. Peter, II. Peter, I. John, II. 
John, III. John, Jude and Revelation. 

Psalms xix. 7; Luke xxiv. 27; John 
xvii. 17; Acts xvii. 2, 11; Rom. I. 2; xv. 
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4; xvi. 26; Gal. i. 8; I. Thess. Ii. 13; II. 
Tim. iii. 15-17; Heb. Iv. 12; James i. 21; 
I. Peter i. 23; II. Peter i. 19; iii. 18; 
Rev. xxii. 14. 19. 

VI. The Old Testament. 

The Old Testament is not contrary to 
the New; for both In the Old and New 
Testaments ()Verlasting life Is ottered to 
mankind through Christ, who is the only 
Mediator between God and man. Where
fore they are not to be heard, who feign 
that the old fabhers did look only 
for transitory promises. Although the 
law given from God by Moses, as touch
ing ceremonies and rites, doth not bind 
Christians, nor ought the civil precepts 
thereof of necessity oo received In any 
commonwealth, yet notwithstanding no 
Christian whatsoever is free from the 
obedience of the comma.nidments which 
are called moral. 

Matt. v. 17-19; xxil. 37-40; Luke iii. 
29, 30; x. 13; xxiv. 27, 44; John I. 45; v. 
46; Rom. xv. 8; II. Cor. I. 20; Eph. ii. 
15, 16; I. Tim. ii. 5; Heb. x. 1; xi. 39; 
I. John ii. 3-7. 
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VII. Relative Duties. 

T110se two great commandments 
which require us to love the Lord our 
God with all the heart, and our neigh
bors as ourselves, contain the sum of 
the Divin1e law as it is revealed in the 
Scriptures; and are the measure and 
perfect rule of human duity, as well for 
the ordering and directing of families 
and ·nations, and all other social bodies, 
as for individual acts, by Whicb we are 
required to acknowledge God as our 
only Supreme Ruler, and all men as cre
ated by Him, equal in all natural rights. 
Wherefore, all men are bound so- to 
order all their individual and social and 
political acts as to render to- God entire 
and absolu'te obedience, and to secure 
to all men the enjoyment of every na.t
uraJ right, as well as to promote the 
greatest happiness nf each in the pos
s·ession and exercise of such rights. 

Lev. xix. 18, 34; Deut. i. 15, 17; xiv. 
18; II. Sam. xxiii. 3; Job xxix. 16; xxxi. 
13, 14; Jer. xxi. 12; xxii. 3; Matt. v. 44-
47; vii. 12; Luke vi. 27-29, 35; John 
xiii: 34, 35; Acti;; x. 341 35; xvii, 26; Rom. 
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xii. 9; xiii. 1, 7, 8, 10; Gal. v. 14; vi. 10; 
Titus iii. 1; James ii. 8; I. Peter ii. 17; 
I. John ii. 5; iv. 12, 13; II. John 6; III. 
John 1, 2; Jude 17. 

VIII. Original or Birth Sin. 

Original sin standeth not in the fol
lowing of Adam (as the Pelagians do 
vainly talk), but it is the corruption of 
the nature of every man, that naturally 
is eng·endered of the offspring of Adam, 
whereby man is wholly gone from orig
inal righteousness, and of his own na
ture inclined to evil, and that contin
ually. 

Gen. viii. 21; Psalms Ii. 5; Jer. xvii. 
9; Mark vii. 21-23; Rom. iii. 10-12; v. 
12, 18, 19; Eph. ii. 1-3. 

IX. Free Will. 

The condition of man after the fall 
of Adam is such that he cannot turn 
and prepare himself, by his own natural 
strength and work, in faith and calling 
upou God; wherefore we Ji.ave no power 
to do good works, pleasam and accei>t
able to God, without the grace of God 
by Christ working in us, that we may 

-~ ----- --~------·· ---- --
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have a good will, and working with us 
when we have that good will. 

Jer. x. 23; Prov. xvi. 1; xx. 24; Matt. 
xvi. 17; John vi. 44, 65; xv. 5; Rom. v. 
6, 7, 8; Epih. ii. 5-9; Phil. ii. 13; iv. 13. 

X. Justification of Man. 

We are accounted righteous before 
God only for the merit of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, by faith, and not 
our own works or deservings: Where
fore, that we are justified by faith only 
is a most wholesome doctrine, and very 
full of comfort. 

Acts xiii. 38, 39; xv. 11; xvi. 31; Rom. 
iii. 42, 28; iv. 2-5; v. 1, 2, 9; Eph. ii. 
8, 9; Phil. iii. 9; Heb. xi. 

XI. Good Works. 

Although good works, which are the 
fruit of faith and follow after justifica
tion, cannot put away our sins and 
endure the severity of God's judgment, 
yet they are pleasing and acceptable to 
God in Christ, and spring out of a true 
and lively faith, insomuch that by them 
a lively faith may be as evidently known 
as a tree is discerned by its fruit. 
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Matt. v. 16; vii. 16-20; John xv. 8; 
Acts xiii. 35; Rom. iii. 20; iv. 2, 4, 6; 
Gal. ii. 16; Phil. i. 11; Titus iii. 5; James 
Ii. 18, 22 ; I. Peter ii. 9, 12. 

XII. Sin After Justification. 

Not every sin willingly committed 
after justification is the sin against the 
Holy Ghost, and unpardonable. Where
fore repentance is not denied to such as 
fall Into sin after justification; after we 
have received the Holy Ghost we may 
depart from g>race given and fall into 
sin, and by the grace of God rise again 
to amend our Jives. And, therefore, 
they are to be condemned who say they 
<!an no more sin as long as they live 
here, or deny the place of forgiveness 
to such as truly repent. 

Psa. xxxii. 5; xcv. 7, 11; Eccl. vii. 20; 
Jer. iii. 2, 8, 13-15; Matt. xxiv. 12; John 
v. 14; Gal. v. 4, 7; Eph. iii. 1; v. 14; 
Heb. iii. 7-13 , 15; James m. 2, 8; I. 
John !. 8, 9; ii. 12; Rev. ii. 5. 

XIII. Regeneration. 

Regeneration is that work of the 
Holy Spirit by which the pardoned sin-
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ner becomes a child of God; this work 
is received through faith in Jesus Christ, 
whereby the regenerate are delivered 
from the power of sin which reigns over 
all the unregenerate, so that they love 
God and through grace serve Him with 
the will and affections of the heart,
receiving the Spirit of adoption where
by we cry, Abba Father. 

John i. 12, 13; iii. 3, 5; Rom. viii. 15, 
17; Gal. iii. 26; iv. 5, 7; Eph. i. 5; ii. 
5, 19; iv. 24; Col. iii. 10; Titus iii. 5; 
James i. 18; I. Peter i. 4; II. Peter i. 4; 
I. John iii. 1. 

XIV. Entire Sanctificaition. 

Entire sanctification is thaJt work of 
the Holy Spirit by which the child of 
God is cleansed from all inbred sin 
through faith in Jesus Christ. It is 
subsequent to regeneration, and is 
wrought when the believer presents 
himself a living sacrifice, holy and ac
ceptable unto God, and is thus enabled 
through grace to love God wiit.h all the 
heart and to walk in His holy command
ments blameless. 
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Gen. xvii. 1; Deut. xxx. 6; Psa. cxxx. 
8; Ezek. xxxvi. 25-29; Matt. v. 48 ; Luke 
i. 74, 75; John xvii. 2-23 ; Rom. viii. 3, 
4; xi. 26; I. Cor. vi. 11; xiv. 20; Eph. 
iv. 13, 24; v. 25-27; Phil. ii. 5, 7; Col. iv. 
12; I. Thess. iii. 10; v. 23; II. Thess. ii. 
13; JI. Tim. iii. 17; Titus ii. 12; Heb. ix. 
13, 14; x. 14, 18-22; James i. 27; iv. 8; 
I. Peter i. 10; II. Peter i. 4; I. John i. 
7, 9; iii. 8, 9; iv. 17, 18; Jude 24. 

XV. The Sacraments. 

Sacrameil'ts ordained of Christ are not 
only tokens of Christian profession, but 
they are certain signs of grace and 
God's good will toward us , by which H e 
doth work invisibly in us, and doth not 
only quicken but also strengthen and 
confirm our faith in Him. 

There are two sacraments ordained 
of Christ our Lord in the Gospel: that 
is to say, Baptism, and the Supper of 
the Lord. 

Matt. xxvi. 26-28; xxviii. 19 ; Mark xiv. 
22-24; Luke xx. 19. 20 ; Rom. ii. 28 , 29 ; 
iv. 11; I. Cor. x. 6; xi. 23-26; II. Cor. v. 
17; Gal. iii. 27. 

XVI. Baptism. 

Baptism is not only a s ign of profes-
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sion and mark of difference whereby 
Christlams are distinguished from others 
who are not baptized, but it is also a 
sign of regeneration or new b1rth. The 
baptism of young children is to be re
tained in the Church. 

Num. viii. 7; Isa. Iii. 15; Ezek. xxxvi. 
25 ; Matt. iii. 13-17; Mark i. 10; xvi. 16; 
John iii. 22, 26; Iv. 1, 2; Acts ii. 38, 41; 
viii. 12, 13-17; ix. 18; xvi. 33; xviii. 8; 
xix. 5; xxii. 16; I. ·cor. xii. 13; Gal. iii. 
27-29; Col. ii. 11, 12; Titus iii. 5. 

XVII. The Lord's Supper. 

The Supper of the Lord is not only a 
sign of love that Christians ought to 
have among themselves one to another, 
but rather it is a Sacrament of our re
demption by Chris t 's death ; insomuch 
thfl.t to aucb as rightly, worthily and 
with faith receive the same, it is made 
a medium through which God dotb com
municate grace to the heart. 

Luke xxii. 19, 20; John vi. 53, 56; I. 
Cor. v. 7, 8; x . 3, 4, 16; xi. 28. 
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XVIII. The One Oblation of Christ Fin
ished Upon the Cross. 

The offering of Christ, once made, is 
that perfect redemption and propitia
tion for all the sins of the whole world, 
both original and actual; and there is 
none other satisfaction for sin but that 
alone. Wherefore, to expect salvation 
on the ground of our own works, or by 
suffering the pains our sins deserve, 
either in the present or future state, is 
derogatory to Christ's offering for us, 
and a dangerous deceit. 

Acts iv. 12; Rom. v. 8; viii. 34; Gal. ii. 
16; iii. 2, 3, 11; I. Tim. ii. 5, 6; Heb. vii. 
23, 27; ix. 11-15, 24-28; x. 14. 

XIX. 'I'he Rites and Ceremonies 
of Churches. 

It is not necessary that rites and cere
monies should in all places be the same 
or exactly alike, for they have always 
been different and may be changed ac
cording to the diversities of countries, 
times, and men's manners, so that noth
ing be ordained against God's Word. 

Every particular church may ordain, 
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change or abolish rites and ceremonies, 
so that all things may be done to edifi
cation. 

Joh!\ xviii. 36; Acts ix. 4, 18; xv. 10, 
28, 29; Rom. xiv. 2-6, 15, 17, 21; I. Cor. 
i. 10; xii. 25; xiv. 26; II. Cor. xiii, 11; 
Gal. v. 1, 13; Col. ii. 16, 17; II. Thess. 
iii. 6, 14; I. Tim. i. 4, 6. I. Peter ii. 16. 

XX. The Resurrection of the Dead. 

There will be a general resurrection 
of the dead, both of the just and the 
unjust, at which time the souls and bod
ies of men will be reunited to re
ceive together a just retribution for the 
cleeds done in the body In this life. 

Job. xix. 22-27; Dan. xii. 2; Matt. 
xxii. 30-32; Luke xiv. 14; John v. 28, 29; 
Acts xxiii. 6; xxiv. 21; Rom. viii. 11; I. 
Cor. vi. 14; xv; II. Cor. iv. 14; v. 1-11; 
vi. 14; I. Thess. iv. 14-17; Rev. xx. 6. 

XXL The General Judgment. 

There will be a general judgment at 
the end of the world, when God will 
judge all men by Jesus Christ, and re
ceive the righteous into his heavenly 
kingdom, where they shall be forever 
secure and happy ; and adjudge the 
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wicked to everlasting punishment, suit
ed to the demerit of their sins. 

Eccl. iii. 17; xi. 9; xii. 14; Acts x. 
42; xvii. 31; xxiv. 25; Rom. ii. 2, 16; I. 
Cor. iv. 5; Heb. vi. 2; ix. 27; Rev. xx. 
11, 12. 

SECTION III. 

The Nature, Design and General Rules 

of Our United Churches. 

1. In the latter end of the year 1739 
there came to Mr. Wesley, in London, 
eight or ten persons who appeared to be 
deeply convinced of sin, and earnestly 
groaning for redemption. They desired 
(as did two or three more the next day) 
that he would spend some time with 
them in praye·r, and advise them how to 
flee from the W'I'ath to come, which they 
saw continually hanging over their 
heads. That he might have more time 
for this great work he appointed a day 
w:hen they might all come together,
which from thence forward they did 
every week; namely, on Thursday, in 
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the evening, 'I:\> these, and as many 
more as desired to join with th"1m, (for 
their number increased daily) he gave 
those advices from time to time which 
he judged most needful for them; and 
they always concluded their meeting 
with prayer, suited to their SE)veral ne
cessities. 

2. This was the rise of the Wesley
an Societies in Europe, then of the Wes
leyan Methodist church of America. 
Such chw·ches are no other than com
pamies of persons having the form and 
seeking the power of godliness,-united 
in or<ler to pray together, to receive the 
word of exhortation, and to watch over 
one another in love, that the,y may help 
each other to work out their salvation. 

3. That it may the more easily be 
discerned whether they are indeed work
ing out their own salvation, each church 
is divided into smaller companies called 
classes, accor<ling to their respective 
places of abode. In ordinary cases 
there should be about twelve or fifteen 
members in a class, one of whom is 
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styled the leader, whose duty it is to 
hold with them a weekly meeting to 
inquire how their souls prosper, and to 
advise, reprove and exhort, as occasion 
may require. 

4. There is only one condition pre
viously required of those who d1esire ad
mission, as probationers, with these 
churches-"a desire to flee trom the 
wrath to come, and to be saved from 
their sins." But wherever this is really 
fixed in the soul it will be shown by its 
fruits. It is furthermore expected of 
those who are admitted to our churches 
that they should continue to evidence 
their desire of salvation:-

First, by doing no harm-by avoid
ing evil of every kind, especially that 
which is most generally practiced, such 
as-

The taking of the name of God in 
vain: 

T·he profaning the day of the Lord, 
either by doing ordinary work therein, 
or by buying or selling: 

Drunkenness, or the manufacture, 
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buying or selling or using intoxicating 
liquors, unless for mechanical, chemical, 
or medicinal purposes, or in any way 
intentionally and knowingly aiding 
others so to do: 

The buying or selling of men, wom
en, or children, with an intention to en
slave them, or holding them as slaves, 
or claiming that it is right so to do: 

Fighting, quarreling, brawling, brotho 
er going to law with brother, re.turning 
evil for evil, or railing for railing: 

The using many words in buying or 
selling: 

Uncharitable or unprofitable conver
sation: 

Doing to others as we would not they 
should do unto us: 

Doing what we know is not for the 
glory of God, as-

- The putting on of gold and costly ap
parel: 

The taking of such diversions as can 
not be used in the name of the Lord 
.Jesus: 

The singing those songs or reading 
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those books which do not tend to the 
knowledge or love of GOO: 

Softness or needless self-indulgence: 
Laying up treasures upon earth: 
Borrowing without a probability of 

paying, or taking up goods without a 
probability of paying for them: 

5. It is expected of all who continue 
in these churches that they should con
tinue to evidenoe their desire for salva
tion: 

Secondly, by doing good, by being 
in every kind merciful after their power, 
as they have opportunity, doing good 
of every possible sort, and as far as pos
sible to all men: 

To their bodies, of the ability which 
God giveth, by giving food to the hun
gry, by clothing the naked, by visiting 
or helping them that are sick or in pris
on: 

To their eouls, by instructing, re
proving or exhorting all we have any in
tercourse with, trampling under foot 
that enthusiastic doctrine that "we are 
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not to do good unless our hearts be 
free to it." 

By doing good, especially to those who 
are of the household of faith, or groan
ing so to be; employing them prefer
ably to others, buying of one another, 
helping each other in business; and so 
much the more because the world will 
Jove its own, and them only: 

By all possible diligence and frugal
ity, that the Gospel be not blamed. By 
running with patience the race which is 
set before them, denying themselves, 
and taking up their cross daily; sub
mitting to bear the reproa.ch of Christ, 
to be as the filth and offscourings of the 
world; and looking that men should 
say all manner of evil of them falsely 
for the Lord's sake. 

6. It is expected of all who desire to 
continue in these churches that they 
should cootinue to evidence their desire 
for salvation: 

Thirdly, by attending upon all the or
dinances of God; such are: 

The public worship of God: 
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The mini11try of the Word either read 
or expounded: 

The Supper of the Lord: 
Family and private prayer: 
Searching the Scriptures, and fasting 

or abstinence. 
7. These are the General Rules of 

our churches; all of which we are 
taught of God to observe, even in his 
written Word, which is the only and 
sufficient rule both of our faith and 
practice. And all these we know 
His Spirit writes on truly awakened 
heart.s. If there be any among us who 
observe them not, who habitually break 
any of them, let it be known unto them 
who watch over that soul, as they who 
must give an account. We will admon
ish him of the error of his ways; we 
will bear with him for a season; but if 
then he repent not he hath no more 
place among us; we have delivered our 
own souls. 
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SECTION IV. 

The Constitution, Organization, Recep
tion and Powers of Churches. 

1. Any number of believers in Jesus 
Christ, united as a religious society on 
Gospel principles, for the maintenance 
of Christian fellowship and worship, 
constitute a Christian Church. 

2. Any such society conforming to 
our Book of Discipline and means of 
grace, on application to the President 
of the Annual Oonference, shall be rec
ognized as a Wesleyan Methodist 
church. 

3. When it shall be deemed neces
sary to organize a church, it is recom
mended that the minister, who shall be 
an elder in good &tanding in the Wes
leyan Methodist Connection, shall take 
a list of the names of baptized persons 
who shall desire to unite with the pro
posed church. The elder in charge or 
some other competent ]Jerson or persons 
shall personally examine the several 
individuals, who are candidates for 
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membership in the new organization, 
upon the doctrines and rules of the 
·wesleyan Methodist Book of Discipline. 

Some time and place shall be desig
nated for a public meeting, the purpose 
of whi·ch shall be stated as the organi
zation of a church. The minister in 
charge shall preside at, such meeting. 
He shall read a list of names of the per
sons who have been examined, and shall 
invite them to come forward and stand 
in the presence of the company, and the 
elder should propound to them the fol
lowing questions:-

Ques. 1. Have you each and sever
ally carefully examined our Articles of 
Faith and Church Polity as given in 
our Book of Discipline? 

Ques. 2. Do you cordially accept 
them as the exponent of your faith and 
rule of conduct? 

Ques. 3. Are you in Christian fel
lowship and sympathy with all these 
who present themselves for membership 
in this contemplated church organiza
tion? 
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To all those who can answer these 
questions in the affirmative, the elder 
shall say:-

Will you receive each other as breth
ren and sisters beloved, and enter into 
mutual cvmmunion and fellowship, and 
promise to walk with each other in 
Cnristian sympathy,to tenderly instruct, 
counsel, admonish and cherish each 
other with all long-suffering, gentleness 
and love? 

Ans. I will. 
The elder will say: 
By these mutual pledges in the pres

ence of God and angels, I proceed to 
give you each the right hand of fellow
ship, and declare by this act that you 
are organized into a Wesleyan Method
ist church. 

After giving them the right band of 
fellowship, the minister will engage in 
an appropriate prayer. 

4. We recommend that churches, 
when their number and circumstances 
require it, be divided intto classes. 

5. It is recommended that churches 
hold monthly meetings for the transac-
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tion of business; bilt meetings may be 
called for that purpose at any time, by 
the pastor or any three members, due 
notice being given thereof. The pastor 
shall be chairman of all church meet
ings, provided the church shall have 
power to elect some other member to 
serve in that capacity. 

6. The churches may admit persons 
to a probationary relation and determine 
the privileg€S and duties that may in 
their judgment lead them to salvation 
by the remission -1>f sin. They shall 
also have power to receive members on 
confession of faith who have been bap
tized, or on certificate or other satis
factory evidence that they have been 
baptized members in good standing in 
any other Christian Church, provided 
that they are satisfied with the Chris
tian experience of the candidate; but no 
church shall be compelled to receive 
members on certificate from any source. 

7. lit shall be the dwty of all our 
churches to hear and try complaints 
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and to expel unworthy members, ac
cording to our Judiciary Rules. 

8. ·when objections are urged against 
the reception of a member, it shall re
quire a vote of three-fourths of those 
present to receive, but a majority shall 
be sufficient to expel. 

9. We recommend that each church 
elect a committee of three whose duty 
it shall be in connection with the pas
tor, to examine candida;tes for church 
membership. We recommend that all 
our churches use the Wesleya.n Meth
odist Church Record, on sale at the 
Wesleyan Office. 

10. We recommend to the church€S 
lhe following form of receiving mem
bers : 

After the pastor and committee have 
examined the candidates in regard to 
articles of faith and practice, if ap
proved they shall be caned before the 
church, when the following questions 
will be propounded: 

Ques. 1. Have you carefully exam
ined our Articles of Faith and Church 
Polity? 
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Ques. 2. Do you cordially accept 
them as the exponent of your faith and 
rule of conduct? 

Ques. 3. Do you recognize your ob
ligation to God and the Church to con
tribute as the Lord hath prospered you 
of your means for the support of the 
Gospel in its general and local interests? 

Any member of the church may ask 
questions touching the Christian experi
ence of the candidates when the vote 
on their reception shall oo taken. 

Being received they shall be addressed 
as follows: 

Covenant. 

You solemnly, severally avouch the 
Lord Jehovah, Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost, to be your God, the object of 
your supreme affections and your por
tion forever. You cordially accept the 
Lord Jesus Christ to oo your Redeemer, 
and the Holy Spirit your Sanctifier, 
Comforter and Guide. 

You cheerfully devote yourselves to 
God in the everlasting covenant of His 
grace, consecrating all your powers and 
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faculties to His service and glory. And 
you promise that you will cleave to Him 
as your chief good; that you will give 
diligent attention to His Word and or
dinances; that you will seek the honor 
and advancement of His kingdom, and 
that henceforth, denying all ungodliness 
and worldly Justs, you will live soberly, 
righteously and godly in this present 
world. 

You do also cordially join yourselves 
to this church, and engage to submit to 
all its rules of government; to seek 
earnestly its peace, purity and edifica
tion, and to wa.lk with all its members 
in charity and faithfulness and sobri
ety. Do you thus freely and solemnly 
devote yourself to be the Lord's. 

[Those uniting on certificate from other churches, 
if any, will here ariee, and the church will vote oo 
the reception of the candidates.] 

Covenant for Those Uniting on 
Certificate. 

Beloved Friends:-In transferring 
your covenant relation to this braI.tch of 
the Church of Christ, you again renew 
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your vows of church fellowship. Rely
ing upon the grace of God, you promise 
to walk in all His commandments and 
ordinances, and to seek His service as 
your highest joy. You promise to sub
mit to the rules and Discipline of the 
church; to strive earnestly for its peace, 
purity and prosperity, and to walk with 
all its members in love and Christian 
fidelity. Do you thus renewedly, frooly 
and solemnly devote yourselves to be 
the Lord's? 

[Members of the church here ariee.] 

Response of the Church. 

We, the members of this church, do 
cordially receive you as brethren. an.d 
sisters beloved to our communion and 
fellowship, and promise to walk with 
you in love, and watch over you, to in
struct, counsel, admonish an.d cherish 
you, with all long-suffering, gentleness 
and love. 

[Here the pastor, in the name of the church, will 
giye the right band or fellowebip. In the absence 
of the pnstor, an officer or \be church should be des
ignated to officiate, and give the right hand or fellow
ship.] 
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11. Each church shall have a book 
of records, kept by a clerk appointed by 
the church, in which all the names of 
the members shall be recorded, the time 
when received, and whether by letter or 
on profession of faith; also all with
drawals, diSllllissions, expulsions and 
deaths occurring during each conference 
year ; also a record of all baptisms. 

12. When any member shall request 
a letter from the church, it shall be op
tional with the church whether a let
ter of standing or a letter of dismis
sal shall be granted. But when a letter 
of dismissal is requested in writing it 
must be granted if charges have not al
ready been brought against the member. 
But a church may grant a letter of dis
missal to a member against whom 
charges have been pr~sented if it so de
sires. 

NoTx.-For official form or Letter of Standing ece 
form blanks. 

For Letter or Dismissal see form blanke, 
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SECTION V. 

Judiciary Rules. 

1. A church, when it shall judge it 
expedient, may appoint a judicial com
mittee of not less than six persons, who 
shall remain in office one year, unless 
displaced by rthe church. This commit
tee shall be a standing court to hear all 
complaints, and to try all charges 
against any lay member of the church; 
provided thart all cases shall be first 
stated to the church, and by them re
ferred to the judicial committee; pro
vided also that the church shall have 
power to refer any case to a special 
committee, of males or females, as it 
shall deem best to secure the ends of 
trurth and justice; provided also that 
the fact of a chm'Ch having a judicial 
or other committee shall not be con
strued into a necessity of the reference 
of a case to any committee, unless the 
church at any regular or called meet
ing shall vote to so refer. 

The pastor shall be the chairman of 
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the judicial committee; but when the 
pastor Is the plantif'f, or when the 
church has no pastor, it may appoint 
some other person to preside; and In 
the case of its neglecting so to do the 
committee shall appoint its own chair

man. 
2. For personal offenses, sinful tem

pers or words, or neglect of duties, our 
Lord's directions in Matt. xviii:15-17 
shall be followed; and in case the per
son aggrieved shall report the alleged 
offense, before these previous steps shall 
have been taken, he shall be deemed 
guilty of evil speaking, and without 
amendment be shall be brought to trial 
on charge for this offense. But for pub
lic offenses, such as holding and propa
gating heretical doctrines, flagrant dis
obedience to the order and Discipline of 
the Chnrch, and for open immoralities, 
the parties so on:ending may be pro
ceeded against without previous labor. 

When any member of our church 
shall join any secret society, and after 
being labored with refuses to withdraw 
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from said secret society, the person so 
offending shall without trial be declared 
withdrawn from the church. 

3. In all cases of trial a bill shall be 
made out setting forth the charge, or 
charges, with the specifications, in writ
ing, and a copy of the same shall be 
served upon the accused by the chair
man of the oourt, or the complainarut, al
lowing the accused a reasonable ti~e to 
prepare for trial, which shall not be less 
than six days. The removal of the ac
cused person beyond the jurisdiction of 
the judicature during the pending trial 
shall be deemed presumptive proof of 
guilt, unless satisfactory evidence be 
presenrted of inability to be present. 

4. A complaint against any lay mem
ber of the church shall be presented to 
the pastor; but if there be no pastor, 
or if he neglect to attend to the com
plaint, the charges shall be pl'esented 
to the judicial committee; and if there 
be no judicial committee, the charges 
shall be presented to the church at one 
of its meetings, and the church may 
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proceed to try the complaint, or refer it 
for trial to a special committee which 
it may appoint for that purpose, and in 
all cases of conviction before a com
mittee an appeal to the church shall be 
allowed, whQse decision shall be final. 

5. A complaint against an elder shall . 
he presented to the chairman of a stand
ing committee of four elders, who shall 
have been elected by the previous An
nual Oonfer~mce, and shall consist of 
the most discreet and experienced men 
in said Conference, who shall have 
power to select three laymen of similar 
character residing near the accused el
der, who shall together with said elders 
constitute a judiciary committee for all 
such cas"es; and in case of the incapacity 
of any member of said committee .to 
serve as above, by sickness, removal or 
death, the president of the Conference 
shall have power to fill such vacancy. 
Said committee shall constitute a court 
for the trial of the complaint, with 
power to acquit, censure, or suspend un
til the next S€ssion of the Annual Con-
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ferEl'Ilce, whooe decision shaill •be final. 
The Annual Conference shall also 

have original jurisdiction, and may pro
ceed to try any complaint against an 
elder, provided that in their judgment 
sufficient notice shall have been given 
to the accused, and sufficient time al
lowed him to prepare for trial; or they 
may refer the complaint to a committee 
whiich they may appoilllt as above, or to 
a special committee which the Annual 
Conference shall appoint, to be tried dur
ing their session, or after their adjourn
ment, as they shall direct; or they may 
dismiss the complairut, to be presented 
and tried, as fiTst provided for in this 
rule. When the president of an Annual 
Conference and at least one of the mem
bers of the advisory board shall deter
mine .that an elder or licentiate is vio
lating any of the orders or resolutions 
of the conference, and after being la
bored with he refuses to correct his be
havior, they shall bring him to trial 
before the judiciary oommiittee, pro
vided that whenever the president, or 
the ministerial member of the advisory 



38 JUDICIARY RULES, 

board is the accused person, the other 
members of the board shall be author
ized to act in the case. 

6. A complaint against a licentiate 
holding an Annual Conference license 
shall be receiv{'d and heard in all re
spects as a complaint against an elder, 
before the committee appoin.ted for the 
trial of an elder. 

A complaint against a licentiate 
who is acting under the authority of a 
Quarterly Conference shall be presented 
to the pastor and by him brought before 
the Quarterly Conference, or if he refuse 
or neglect to aittend to i1t 'Lt shall be pre
sented to the Quarterly C'onference at 
one of its meetings, and the Quarterly 
Conference may proceed to try the per
son on the complaint, or refer the person 
for trial to a committee which it may 
appoint for that purpose. In 'all cases 
au appeal from the findings of the com
mi1ttee may be t.aken to 'the Quarterly 
Conference, whose decision shall be final. 
In cases where one church constitutes a 
pastoral charge, the church shall con
duct the trial under the rules governing 



JUDICIARY RULES. 39 

a Quarterly Conference a.s stated above. 

7. A complaint against an offending 
church shall be presented to the chair
man Oif the standing oommitttee prev
iously elected by the Annual Conference 
for the trial of an elder, which commit
tee, having selected three laymen as in 
the case of the trial of an elder, shall 
meet at the place where the accused 
church usually worships, or in its vicin
ity, and shall constitute a. court for the 
trial of the complain<t, before whom the 
churcli by its representaitives shall ap
pear. If the committee judge the church 
to be guilty of having violated any of 

the Elementary Principles, or General 
Rules, oc any rule or se0tion enacted by 
the concurrent acUon of the Genera.J and 
Annual Conferences and churches it 
shall so declare: and if the church shall 

. not give satisfadtion by correcting the 
evil, the case shall be presented at the 
next session of the Annual Conference, 
whose decision shiall be final. If the 
Annual Conference judge the church 
guilty it shall withdraw fellowship from 
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the same, and no minister or licentiate 
of om· Connection shall become its pas
tor until it shall have repenlted an<l 
reformed. 

Provided, the Annual Conference at 
any o.f its sessions may receive a com
plaint ag;a,inst any church within its 
jurisdiction and order a trial or investi
gation by a committee which it shall 
appoint; said committee to hold such 
trial or make such investigation within 
two months of the closing of that ses
sion of Conference, and said commitltee 
may suspend said church until the 
next session of Conference. 

If the Annual Conference approves 
the verdict of the judicial committee 
in any case of suspension or expulsion 
of an accused church, a committee shall 
be appointed by the Annual Conference 
whose duty it shall be to call together 
the loyal members of said church, and · 
they shall constitute the Wesleyan 
Methodist church in that place. 

If Jthe President or Secretary of any 
Annual Conference shall receive a com
plaint against a church within two 
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months preceding th·e time already ap
pointed for a conference session he shall 
cite such church to appear at the ap
proaching session of Conference by 
representation for the investigation or 
trial. 

8. In case al' any dispute about the 
non-payment of debts, or the settlement 
of accounts, the proceedings shall be 
the same as in all other cases, with the 
exception that the verdict shall be a 
simple declaration of what is judged to 

be right between the parties. If either 
party shall refuse to comply with such 
decision, or shall enter into a suit a.t 

law against any member of the church, 
unless the case justify such a measure, 
before these steps shall have been taken, 
such party shall be cut off from fellow
ship, on conviction of the fact before 
the proper court. 

9. All trials shall be public when 
the accused party shall demand it; who 
shall also have the right of objecting to 
any member of the court, and the re
maining members shall allow, or over-

·- ·--- -
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rule, the objections; the accused shall 
likewise be allowed the assistance of any 

minister or member of the Wesleyan 
Connection as counsel, and the court 
in.ay allow or exclude other counsel at 
its discretion; of introducing witnesses, 
and of cross-examining thlOse introduced 
by the phntiff, 'and of making his de
fense without interruption. 

No deposition or certificate from an 
absent person shall be received as testi
mony in any trial, unless the party 
against whom it is oought to be intro
duced has had a proper opportunity to 
cross-examine the one signing it, upon 
the contents thereof. 

10. 'l'he proceedings in all trials 
shali be taken down by a secretary ap
pointed by the court, who will furnish 
a copy of the. decision when demanded 
liy either party; and on an aippe'al the 
minutes of the court below shall be 
read in evidence, and any new proof 
touching the same faots shall be heard, 
but no new charges or allegations intro

duced. 
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SECTION VI. 

The General Conference. 

1. The General Conference shall be 
composed of an equal number of elders 
and laymen, to be elected by the several 
Annual Conferences; also the Connec
tional Editor, Oonnectional Agent and 
Secretary, and Missionary Secretary, by 
virtue of their respective offices, and 
a laymen for each of these officials to be 
elected by the Conferences wherein they 
hold their respective ministerial mem
bership; and it shall require a majority 
of all the delegates who shall attend and 
be enrolled to constitute a quorum. 

2. Each Annual Conference shall be 
entitled to send one elder and one lay
man for every five hundred church 
members, or major fraction thereof 
within its limits, the basis of computa
tion for su~h representation to be the 
statistical reports from the various 
charges of the members in full connec
tion on said charg€s at the last session 
of the Annual Conference preceding 
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the General Conference, provided that 
no Conference shall be deprived of one 
ministerial and one lay delegate. 

3. The delegates to the General Con
ference shall be elected by ballot during 
the session of each Annual Conference 
next IJ'l'eceding the General Conference, 
by all who shall compose the Annual 
Conference. Each lay delegate to the 
General Conference shall be a member 
of the church at the time of his election. 
All elders stationed or unstationed shall 
be eligible to election to the General 
Conference as ministerial delegates. 

4. The General Conference shall 
meet on the third Wednesday in Octo
ber, in the year of our Lord 1891, and 
thereafter quadrennially, on rthe third 
Wednesday of October, at such place 
as it shall from time to time select by 
a majority of votes. 

5. Any Annual Conference may pro
pose a special General Conference at 
any time, to be held at the place select
ed for the next regular General Confer
ence; and as soon as the President · of 
the Annual Conference first making the 
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proposition shall be officia.lly informed 
that it has been approved by two-thirds 
of the Annual Conferences, he shall is
sue a call for the same, and it shall be 
held accordiugly. 

6. The General Conference shall 
elect for the quadrennial :term by ballot 
a President, and two Vice-Presidents, 
of whom at least one shall be a layman; 
and a Secretary. 

7. The ministers and laymen shall 
deliberate in the General Conference 
as one body, but upon the final vote on 
any question, on a call of one-fourth of 
the members the house shall divide and 
the ministers and laymen shall vote 
separately; and it shall require a ma
jority of each branch to constitute a 
v<Jte of the Conference. 

8. The General Conference shall de
termine the. number and boundaries 
of the Annual Conferences. When any 
number of persons desire to be organ
ized into an Annual Conference they 
must call a meeting of the persons so 
desiring and sign a petition which must 
contain the names of all who at that 
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time desire to be organized into a Wes
leyan Methodist church and Conference 
and forward the same to the Book Com
mittee at Syracuse, N. Y. 

If the Book Committee through its 
Executive Board judge thait the pros
pects of an organfaation justify the ac
tion they shall instruct the Missionary 
Secretary or some other competent per
son to visit said petitioners and exam
ine said applicants, and· if in his judg
mernt a Conference can be organized so 
as to be on a permanent basis as to its 
future existence and usefulness, said 
person shall report all such facts to 
the Book Commilttee or the Executive 
Board. The persons so desiring to be 
organdzed s!Jall send a petition along 
with said report to the Book C9mmit
tee or Executive Board signed by the 
president and secretary of said organ
ization. 

If the Book Committee or Executive 
Boal'd consider the report favorably 
they shall declare the organization a 
Mission Conference, and as such they 
shall become candidates for admission 
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as a conference by the next General 
Conference. 

Said Mission Conference must peti
tion the General Oonference to be ad
mitted and set forth in said petition all 
the preceeding facts. Said petition 
must be signed by the president and 
secretary of said Mission Conference. 
If the General Conference does not 
grant said petlition said body remains a 
mission organization under the care of 
the Missionary Secretary, until such time 
as the General C-Onference sees fit to ad
mit it as a Conference. 

The proceedings of the Book Commit
tee or Executive Board in the above 
matter shall be presented to the General 
Conference by the Missionary Secre
tary, and as such be subject to its ap
proval or rejection. Provided the Gen
eral Conference shall have original ju
risdiction in the ma;tter. 

9. The General Conference shall elect 
by ballot the ConneCJtional Editor, Con
nectional Agent and Secretary, and Mis
sionary Secretary. 

10. The General Conference shall 
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have power to make rules for the whole 
Oonnection, provided that it shall not 
contravene the maintenance of an Itin
erant Ministry, Lay Delegation, any of 
the Elementary Principles, the Articles 
of Religion, or the General Rules; nor 
shall it make any distinctions in the 
rig.hts and privileges of our ministers 
and members on account of ancestry 
or color; nor shall it constitute any 
courts for the trial of members or min
isters; such trials are to be oonducted 
by the particular churches or Oonfer
ences to which the said members or 
ministePs belong. But the General Con
ference shall have jurisdicUon in deal
ing with Annual Conferences char!118d 
with viol•ating or tolerating violations 
of the Elementary Principles or General 
Rules, or any rule or section of our 
Discipline. 

Nevertheless, upon the concurrent 
recommendation of two-thirds of the 
members of the several Annual Oonfer
ences who shall vote on a proposed 
change, and the concurrent vote of two-
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thirds of all the members of the looal 
churches who shall vote on the same, 
then the next General Conference may, 
by a concurrent vote of two-thirds, rat
ify the same, and it shall become law; 
and also when the General Conference 
shall recommend any alterations or con
stitutional amendment, then shall the 
same take effect as law so soon as itwo
thirds of the members of the several 
Annual Conferences shall have con
curred as aforesaid, and also a concur
rent vote of two-thirds of the laity as 
before provided. It being herein also 
provided that all persons who are mem
bers of the Wesleyan Connection who 
have not voted on the questioru in an 
Annual Confereruce shall be eligible to 
vote when the question is taken with 
tbe churches. 

SECTION VII. 

The Annual Conferences. 

1. The Annual Conferences shall be 
composed of all the elders on the st.a-
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tioned and superannuated lists, and of 
as many laymen from each pastoral 
charge as there are ministerial members 
of Conferences residing on such charge 
not sustaining a pastoral relation to any 
other charge, and licentiates elected to 
Elders' Orders to be placed upon the 
stationed list, provided that neither the 
licentiate nor the lay delegate shall be
come members of the Conference until 
said licentiate shall have been duly 
elected to Elders' Orders by the Con
ference. And further provided, that 
no charge recognized by the Confer
ence shall be deprived of one lay dele
gate. Unatationed ministers shall have 
S€ats in the Annual Conferences as hon
orary members, with a right to speak 
on all questions, but not to vote. 

2. The lay delegates to the Annual 
Conference shall be elected by ballot, 
by a majority of all the members of the 
church or churches consltituting 1the 
pastoral charge, who shall attend and 
vote. 

No elder, or licentiate recommended 
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for E1d·ers' Orders, shall be eligible to 
be elected as a lay delegate. 

The election shall be held withi.n 
three months of the Annual Conference, 
and when the charge consists of more 
than one church it shall be held at the 
time and place of the fourth Quarterly 
Conference. 

3. The Conference shall elect a Presi
dent by ballot, who shall be an elder. 
It shall also elect a Secretary who shall 
reoord the proceedings and statistics in 
a book to be kept for such puri;rose, and 
shall forward the same to the General 
Conference. 

The Conference shall also appoLI:tt a 
committee of not less than three, nor 
more than five, whose duty it shall be 
to appoint a president in case the office 
be vacated by death, resignation, or 
otherwise. 

4. The Annuial Conference sh.all have 
power to elect to the office and work of 
an elder suitable persons from among 
those who have been itraveling under 
its direction, after it shall by e·xamina
tion be satisfied that the candidates 
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possess such literary attainments, Chris
tian experience and ministerial gifts as 
qualify them for the office and work of 
an elder; provided that the candidates 
shall hav·e been traveling under direc
tion of the Conference for tW'Q years, 
and have passed a satisfactory examirua
tion upon the three yea.rs' course of 
study adopted by the General Confer
ence. And it shall inquire into the 
ministerial character and usefulness of 
each member. Each Annual Conference 
shall certify in particular in the case 
of the transfer of a licentiate to his 
standing in the cour.se of study, and as 
to the time he has served as a pastor, 
if at all, and it shall be unlawful for an 
Annual Coruference to ignore such a cer
tificate in determining the eligibility of 
a liecrntiate received upon his transfer 
and certificate to election to Elders' Or
ders. 

5. The Annual Conference shall 
have power to employ licentiates in the 
regular work; and when they are so 
employed their names shall be entered 
upon the stationed list; provided that 



THE ANNUAL CONFERENCES. 53 

no licentiate shall be so employed with
out first being recommended by the 
Quarterly Conference, or church, of 
w.hicb he is a member when such church 
constitutes the pastoral charge. 

6. The Annual Conference shall elect 
a committee on Itineracy and Orders, 
the chairman of which .at the first elec
tion shall be chosen !'or one year; the 
second member for two years, and the 
third member for three years, and there
after their successors to be elected year
ly for the full term of three years. 

The President of the Conference shall 
also appoint two laymen each year for 
members of said committee. 

This committee shall examine the 
candidates, who may appear before it 
from year to year, upon the studies pre
scribed in section XXXIV CJf the Disci
pline and report such examinations to 
the Conference, making such recom
mendations as it may d'eem advisable. 

7. The Annual Conferences shall take 
charge of all the ministers and churches 
within their bounds, except the Connec-
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tional Editor, Oonnectional Agent and 
Seoretary, and Missionary Secretary; 
shall have power to return to the un
stationed list all unemployed elders who 
shall have remained such for two years; 
may fix the boundaries of the circuits 
a.nd stations, and exercise a general su
pervision over the pastoral relation sub
sisting between ministers and churches, 
in the following manner and to the fol
lowing extent:-

(1) All ministers and churches shall 
be at liberty to contract tbe pastoral 
relation at any -time during the inter
vals of the Annual Conference, provided 
that no arrangement which received 
the sanction of a ConfereRce at its pre
vious sessions shall be interrupted with
out the consent of the President. When 
a minister shall have made an engage
ment with any church during the inter
val of the Annual Conference he shall 
immediately report such engagement to 
the President. 

(2) All ministers and licentiates who 
are la,boring under the direction of the 
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Conference shall be at liberty to enter 
into engagements to serve any church 
or churches for one year, from the next 
session of the Conference; and it shall 
be the duty of all ministers, licentiates 
and churches, having entered into such 
engagements, to report the same to the 
Conference at its session. 

(3) The Conference shall not inter
fere with such engagements except for 
justifiable cause, growing out of the 
fault of one or both of the parties. 

(4) No Wesleyan Methodist Church 
shall be permitted to employ as pastor 
or st:ated supply any one who is not a 
member of some Wesleyan :Methodist 
Annual Conference and church, except 
in an emergency and under the approval 
of the President of the AilJlual Confer
ence. 

(5) When minister& and churches 
make no such arrangement it shall be 
the duty of the Conference to appoint 
the ministers and licentiates not en
gaged , to the unoccupied churches, for 
the ensuing year, so far as in its judg-
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ment such appointments oan be judi
ciously made. 

(6) All elders serving as pastors other 
than Wesleyan Methodist churches or 
congregations, unless by the consent of 
the Annual Conference, shall be con
sidered as having withdrawn, and shall 
be so reported. Any minister or licen
tiate whose name is on the Conference 
record, and shall neglect to report to 
the Conference for two successive years, 
~hall be so notified by the Sooretary, 
and requested to report at the next Con
ference; and on the neglect of such 
party notified to report at the next ses
sion of the Conference he shall be de
clared withdrawn from the Conference, 
and his name shall be so returned on the 
minutes of the same. 

(7) Each Annual Conference shall 
at an early stage of its session appoint 
a committee of three ministers and 
three laymen, to be called a commibtee 
on Pastoral Relations,of which the Pres
ident of the Conference shall al'So be a 
member and its chairman. To this 
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committee shall b>e referred the whrole 
subject of the arrangements entered in
to between ministers and churches, and 
the appointments to be made; and they 
shall examine into the arrangements, 
and appoint the unemp,loyed ministers 
to the vacant charges, and report the 
list entire to the Conference, according 
to their best judgment; and the C()n
ference shall have power to adopt it as 
reported, or to amend it, provided the 
arrangements previously entered into 
shall not be disturbed except for . justi
fiable cause as provided for above. 

(8) The Annual Conference shall 
have power to adopt such rules as it 
shall judge necessary to promo'te its 
own interests and prosperity, provided 
it shall not contravene any disciplinary 
regulation established by the General 
Conference, and all rules and resolutions 
adopted by the Annual Conference shall 
continue in force until the Conference 
shall amend or rescind such rules or res
olutions. If any three members of such 
Annual Conference shall take exception 
to its action on the ground that it vio-
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!ates this restriction, it shall be entered 
on the journals, and i't or a true copy of 
the aietion complained of shall be sent 
to the next General Conference for 
review. 

8. Upon 1the examination of the 
character of its . members,, it shall be 
the duty of each Annual Conference, 
through the President, to obtain from 
each pastor answers to th.e· following 
questions: -

(1) Is there anything against the 
character of this brother? (In case of 
licentiates.) Did your last Quarterly 
Conference pass your character and re
new your license? 

(2) Did you have a work assigned 
you at your last session of Conference? 

(3) How soon after our last session 
of Conference did you enter upon the 
work assigned you? 

(4) Have you continued upon your 
work during the year? 

(5) Has the charge fulfilled its finan
cial obli~ations to you? 
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(6) Have you faithfully tithed your 
income during the conference year and 
have you presented that subject to your 
congregations? 

(7) What is the present condition 
of your work? 

(8) Have you faithfully administered 
our Discipline on your charge? 

(9) Have you faithfully presented to 
your charge the subject of missions, and 
organized societies, and made collec
tions as required by the "Dollar Plan," 
at each of your appointments as re
quired by the Discipline? 

(10) Have you taken collections on 
your charge for the support of superan
nuated ministers.? 

(11) Have you sought to promote 
the interests of Sunday schools, and 
to urge upon them the use of our Sun
day-school literature? 

(12) Have you labored diligently to 
place the Wesleya.n Methodist in the 
homes of all the families of the chureh, 
as also to circulate our books on your 
charge? 
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(13) Have you carried out all the 
orders and resolutions of this Confer
ence? 

(14) Are you prepared to report full 
statistics according to lthe requirement 
of our Discipline? 

(15) Are you r·eady to take work? 
If not, why? 

(16) What is the present state of 
your religious experience? 

9. Any member who cannot give a 
satisfactory report in the discharge of 
his pastoral duties shall be publicly 
reproved for his neglect. 

10. In transacting the business of 
the Conference the ministers and lay
men shall deliberate as one body; but 
on the final passage of any bill, rule or 
regulf\Jlion, at the call of one-fourth, the 
house shall divide and the ministers 
and laymen shall vote separately; and 
it shall require a majority of each 
branch to constitute a vote of the Con
ference. 
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SECTION VIII. 

Quarterly Conferences. 

l. 1'here shall be a Quarterly Con
ference on each pastoral charge, where 
there are two or more churches, which 
shall be composed of all elders and 
members who attend, and are in full 
and regular standing in any church on 
said charge, to which all officers of the 
charge may report on any matter re
lating to the business or interest of the 
same, except in those cases where the 
charge consists of a single church which 
is in the habit of doing business in the 
regularly monthly meetings. 

2. The Quarjerly Conference shall 
hold four regular sessions each confer
ence year, at such time and place as it 
shall determine; provided that special 
sessions may be called by the pastor, or 
by any ithree members by giving due 
notice of the same. 

3. The pastor shall be President of 
the Quarterly Conference, provided 
that the Conference shall have power 
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by vote t'o appoint some other member 
of the Conference, President of the An
l}Ual Conference, or Annual Conference 
evangelist, to preside, whenever it shall 
judge it best. This shall also apply to 
churches doing business in monthly 
meetings. 

4. The Conference shall appoint a 
Secretary who shall keep a faithful rec
ord of its proceedings. 

It shall at its third Quarterly Meet
ing of each year appoint a correspond
ing committee, whose duty shall be to 
correspond with ministers with a view 
of securing a pastor for the coming 
year. This committee shall learn by 
vote taken by ballot in each church 
within thirty days of its appointment 
the wishes of the charge in regard to 
retaining the present pastor and com
municate the same to him (or her) be
fore corresponding with any other party. 
It shall report the result of its corre
spondence to the next Quar:terly Con
ference for adoption. 

5. The Quarterly Conference shall 
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!Jave power to grant licenses to preach 
and exhort, provided that no person 
shall be licensed without first procuring 
a recommendation from the church of 
which he is a member. 

Whenever candidates are presented 
for licenses to preach or exhort, let sat
isfactory answers be required to the 
following questions, viz.: 

Do they know God as a pardoning 
God? 
· Have they the love of God abiding in 

them? 
Do they desire nothing but God? 
Are they holy in all manner of con

versation? 
Have they gifts as well as grace for 

the work? Have they in some tolera
ble degree a clear, sound understanding, 
a right judgment in the things of God 
--a just conception of salvation by 
faith? And has God given them a 
good degree of utterance? Do they 
speak correctly, readily and clearly? 

Have they fruit? Are any ltruly con
vinced of sin and converted to God by 
their labors. 
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As long as these three marks concur 
in ooy one we believe he is called of 
God to preach. These we receive as 
sufficient proof that he is moved by the 
Holy Ghost. 

The Conference shall also hrave power 
-to recommend suitable licentiates to the 
Annual Conference, to be employed un
der its direction, and when so employed 
the Annual Conference shall issue a li
cense to said persons. "\Vhenever a 
licentiate who has been recommended 
to be received to travel under the di
rection of an Annual Conference is not 
givein work by the Annual Conference 
he shall be returned to the Quarterly 
Conference or church which recom
mended him, to labor under the direc
tion of the same in connection with 
the pastor thereof. Every licentiate 
must have his license renewed once 
each )'ear. But once having been 
recommended and received to travel un
der the direction of an Annual Con
ference, this shall be deemed sufficient 
until a recommendation for Ei<j.er~' 
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Orrlers io;; requirerl. All persons so 
recommended must pass an examination 
satisfactory to the Quarterly Confer
ence, on the preliminary course of study 
as found in Section XXXIV; and it shall 
also have power to recommend suitable 
persons for Elders' Orders. The Confer
ence shall have power to inquire into the 
character and nsefnlness of the licenti
ates and exhorters, to admonish. them, 
and to take away their licenses, or to 
renew them each year, when it shall 
judge their gifts and nsefulness justify 
a renewal, provided that the taking 
away of a license shall not be deemed 
to work a forfeiture of membership in 
the church, without a charge and con
viction of crime, according to our Ju
diciary Rules. 

All treasurers of the various depart
ments of church work on a circuit or 
station shall report in full concerning 
receipts and disbursements ·of funds 
connected with their respective depart
ments at the last Quarterly Conference 
of each conference year. 

Proyided, however, that when a reg-
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ular monthly church meeting is held, 
as provided in paragraph one of this 
section, then all the business provided 
to be done by the Quarterly Conference 
may be done by said church meeting. 

6. Order of Quarterly Conference 
business: 

(1) Open with prayer. 

(2) Read minutes of last meeting. 

(3) Hear and act upon reports of 
committees. 

( 4) Hear the reports and examine 
the character of preachers and exhort
ers, and renew or take away licenses. 

(5) Grant licenses to preach and ex
hort. 

(6) Recommend suitable licentiates 
to the Annual Conference, to be em
ployed under its direction. 

(7) Hear the report of the leaders. 

(8) Hear the report of the stewards 
and adjust the finances. 

(9) Miscellaneous business. 

(10) Determine the time and :placE) 
of next meeting. 
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SECTION IX. 

Officers of the Connection, Mode of 
Appointing, and Their Duty. 

L An elder is a preacher of the Gos
pel, fully invested with all the functions 
of the Christian ministry. 

An elder is constituted by the election 
of a majority of the members of the 
Annual Conference, and by the laying 
on of the hands of some of the elders, 
and prayer; the President of the Con
ference to lead the service unless the 
Conference order otherwise and appoint 
some one in his stead. 

It is the duty of an elder to ·preach 
the Gospel, to administer baptism and 
the Lord's Supper, to perform all parts 
of divine worship, and to solemnize the 
rite of matrimony. 

An elder may remove his ministerial 
membership from one Annual Confer
ence to another, by a letter of transfer 
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from the President of his Conference, 
certifying his good standing at the 
time; provided such transfer shall be 
presented to the Conference to which 
he removes at its first session :-1fter his 
removal within its bounds. A lettP.r c.f 
transfer thus given shall not be valid 
more than one year, but may be re
newed. When an elder takes a letter of 
transfer his membership shall con
tinue with the Conference granting 
said letter until said elder joins another 
Conference, or some other ecclesiastical 
body. No letter of standing, dismissal, 
or transfer, shall be granted to any 
elder, or licentiate, by an Annual Con
ference, or the President thereof, ex
cept the party so requesting shall pre
sent a written statement from the Pub
lishing Agent that no unpaid obliga
tions are owing the Publishing Asso
ciation. or are unprovided for. 

Every Wesleyan Methodist elder must 
be a member of some Wesleyan Meth
odist Annual Conference. 

An elder holding a letter of standing 
must be able to show by the written 
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statement of the president of his Annual 
Conference that his character was passed 
by the Conference at its last annual ses
sion in order to make his letter of 
standing valid to date. 

2. A licentiate is a preacher who is 
under license granted by a Quarterly 
Conference. It shall be his duty to 
preach at least once every Sabbath dur
ing the year, if practicable under the 
direction of the Quarterly Conference, 
and in harmony with the regular work 
of the pastor. 

Any preacher who has been recom
mended to the Annual Conference as a 
suitable person to travel under its di
rection, when employed by the Confer
ence, shall receive a license from said 
Annual Conference and shall he amen
able to said Conference the same as an 
elder for his official conduct. But no 
license shall be h;sued by the Annual 
Conference to any one who is not ap
pointed to a field of labor. All licenses 
issued by the Annual Conference to be 
good for one year only. He may take 
a letter of transfer from one Conference 
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to another when nothing appears 
against him. 

Every licentiate shall be amenable to 
the Quarterly Conference of the church 
where he holds his church membership 
for his official character, unless he sus
tain a pastoral relation to another 
charge by Conference appointment. In 
such case he shall be amenable to the 
Annual Conference that gives him em
ployment. 

3. The President of an Annual Con
ference is elected from among the · el
ders by ballot, by a majority of votes, 
and holds his office one year. 

J.t i::i his duty to preside in the Con
ference as moderator; decide all ques
tions of law and order; subject to an 
appeal to the Conference; preside in 
the committee on Pastoral Relations, 
employ and change preachers with the 
consent of the churches and preachers, 
and also receive ministers from other 
denominations during the intervals of 
Conference, subject to the action of the 
ensuing Annual Conference. 

It is also his duty to grant letters of 
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standing after sufficient time and dili
gence shall have been used to ascertain 
the worthiness of those asking them. 

The President shall be amenable to 
the Annual Conference for his official 
conduct. His decision on points of 
law and order made during the interim 
of the Conference shall be final, until 
the first session of the Annual Confer
ence, to which appeal may be taken. 

The Conference when it judges best 
may require him to travel over his Con
ference, and when a Conference so di
rects it shall define his duties. 

The Annual Conference shall at the 
time of the election of Conference of
ficers each year elect an Advisory 
Board for the Conference President, one 
minister and one layman, with whom 
the President shall confer in the interim 
of Conference, and secure the concur
rence of at least one of them, in the fol
lowing work: The removal of a pastor 
and the appointment of his successor, 
the reception of a church, relieving any 
one from an appointment, sanctioned by 
the previous Annual Conference. In all 
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other respects the president may act in
dependently of the Advisory Board. 

21. An evangelist is an elder, or licen
tiate, devoted to traveling and preach
ing the Gospel without any specific pas
toral charge. The Annual Conference 
may appoint evangelists to travel 
through their respective bounds, or 
such portions of them as they shall des
ignate as their field of labor. 

5. A pastor is an elder, or a licen
tiate, who has charge of a particular 
church or a number of churches con
nected as one pastoral charge. 

Pastors should be elders; but licen
tiates may, in case of necessity, sustain 
the relation and perform the work of a 
pastor, except the administration of the 
sacraments and the s·olemnization of 
matrimony. When they do sustain 
said relation by a Conference apoint
ment the Conference shall issue them a 
license showing their appointment to 
said work. and their authority to preach. 
It is desired that licentiates should be 
employed as assistants under the charge 
of an elder. When two or !Dor~ ~lq~ri;; 
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sustain the pastoral relation to the same 
charge as co-laborers, one shall be des
ignated as the principal, who shall be 
responsible for the following, which are 
made the special tluties of all pastors: 

(1) To meet the stewards and lead-
ers as often as necessary. 

(2) To hold love-feasts. 
(3) To hold quarterly meetings. 

( 4) To call a meeting of each church 
on his pastoral charge within the last 
sixty days of his pastorate each year 
for the purpose of revising the class
books of the same. 

(5) To take an exact account of the 
members of the church on his statiou 
or circuit, and the number of licentiates, 
and report the same to the Annual Con
ference that their number may be 
printed in the Minutes. 

(6) To see that public collections be 
made quarterly, if need be. 

(7) To encourage the support of 
missions by forming societies and mak
ing collections for the same, in the way 
and manner indicated in the Discipline, 
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and as the Annual Conference shall 
direct. 

(8) To encourage Sunday-schools by 
addresses and other ways, as the cause 
ma:i- demand. 

(9) To report to the Annual Confer
ence the amount raised on his charge 
for the support of the Gospel, for mis
sions, and for other benevolent pur
;;ioses. 

(10) To take a regular catalogue of 
the members in towns and cities, and of 
the street on which they live. 

(11) To leave his successor a par
ticular account of the station, includ
ing an account of the subscribers for 
our periodicals. 

(12) To enforce vigorously but calm
ly all the rules of the Connection. 

(13) To inform all from time to time 
time that none are to remove from one 
church to another without a letter of 
standing granted by the Church, and 
signed by the pastor or clerk, and to in
form them that without such certificate 
they will not be received into the church 
in other places ; provided that where 
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it is impracticable to convene the church 
a letter from the pastor or clerk will be 
considered valid. 

(14) To recommend that a fast be 
held in every church in his station or 
circuit on the Friday preceding every 
Quarterly Meeting. 

The following are the directions giv
en to all elders and preachers, who are 
engaged in the regular work, under the 
direction of the Annual Conferences: 

(1) Be diligent. Never be unem
ployed. Never be trifiingly employed. 
Never trifle away time, neither spend 
more time at any place than is strictly 

· necesE"ary. 
(2) Be serious. Let your motto be, 

"Holiness to the Lord." Avoid all 
lightness, jesting and foolish talking. 

(3) Believe evil of no one without 
good evidence--unless you see it done 
take heed how you credit it. Put the 
best construction on everything. You 
know the judge is always supposed to 
be on the prisoner's side. 

( 4) Speak evil of no man; because 
your word, especially, would eat as 
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dvth a canker. Keep your thoughts 
within your own breast till you come to 
the person concerned. 

(5) Tell every one under your care 
what you think wrong in his conduct 
and temper, and that lovingly and plain
ly as soon as may be; else it will fester 
in your heart. Make all haste to cast 
the fire out of your bosom. 

(6) Avoid all affectation. A preach
er of the Gospel is the servant of all. 

(7) Be ashamen of nothing but sin. 
(8) Be punctual. Do everything ex

actly at the time. And do not men\} our 
rules, but keep them; not for wrath, but 
conscience' sake. 

(9) You have nothing to do but to 
save souls; therefore spend and be spent 
in this work; and go always not only 
to those that desire you, but to those 
who need you most. 

(10) The truth that Jesus is both able 
and willing t-0 heal the bodies as well as 
the souls of His people, whenever such 
healing is for his glory, is clearly 
set forth in God's Word and attested by 
the experience of hundreds of his peo-
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pie at the present day; we therefore 
recommend that our preachers instruct 
the people in regard to this blessed 
truth as taught in God's Word. 

Observe, it is not your business to 
preach only so many times, and to take 
care of tbis or that church, but to save 
as many as you can; to bring as many 
sinners as you can to repentance, and 
with all your power to build them up 
in that holiness, without which they 
cannot see the Lord. And remember 
a Wesleyan preacher is to mind every 
point,great and small,in the Discipline; 
therefore you will need to exercise all 
the grace and sense you have. 

6. An exhorter is a person licensed 
by the Quarterly Conference to hold 
prayer meetings, and to exhort the peo
ple wherever he can get hearers. 

He shall labor under the direction of 
the Quarterly Conference, and in har
mony with the regular appointments of 
the pastor. 

7. Each church shall elect a board of 
trustees, not less than three in number, 
whose duty it shall be to secure and 
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h'Old church property according to the 
provisions of the Discipline, and laws 
of the respective States and Territories. 
But the use of the church for religious 
meetings shall not be withheld from the 
pastor in charge or members, or class 
leaders of said church, by said trustees. 
Where the laws of the State or Terri
tory will permit all trustees shall be 
members of the Wesleyan Meth'Odist 
Church. They shall serve for one year 
or until their successors are elected; 
but when any trustee shall cease to be 
a member of the Wesleyan Church he 
shall cease to be a trustee and another 
trustee must be elected to fill the va
cancy. 

8. Stewards. Each pastoral charge 
shall elect not less than one nor more 
than six stewards. Where a number of 
churches constitute a pastoral charge 
the Quarterly Conference shall deter
mine the number of stewards each 
church shall have, but each church shall 
elect its own steward or stewards. In 
cases where a pastoral charge shall con
sist of more than six churches, each 
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church shall be entitled to at least one 
steward. The stewards shall be a stand
ing committee of ways and means, and 
shall agree with the pastor on the neces
sary amount for his support, except 
in cases where this sum is stipulated 
when the pastor is engaged. They shall 
not hold or sanction the holding of 
church fairs, festivals, play-parties or 
other ungodly methods to raise funds 
for the support of the Gospel or building 
of churches. Any church or member 
thereof, whether layman, licentiate or 
elder .. who shall attempt to, or succeed 
in raising means contrary to the above, 
shall be deemed guilty of misdemeanor. 
The pastor shall call a meeting of the 
stewards to be held on the day and the 
place of the first Quarterly Meeting of 
each conference year, one hour before 
the commencement of the regular Quar
terly Meeting services. It shall be the 
duty of the pastor and each steward on 
the charge to be present at this meeting. 
The amount of the pastor's salary shall 
be fixed at this meeting, if it has not 
been agreed upon at the time of his en-
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gagement. The amount being settled, 
the stewards shall at this meeting ap
portion to each appointment, according 
to their best judgment, the proportion 
of the salary it shall raise. The stew
ards shall, through their secretary, 
whom they shall elect to keep a record 
of all their doings. report the pro
ceedings of this meeting to the Quar
terly Conference for its sanction, or if 
the charge consists of a single church, a 
report shall be made to the church. lt 
shall also be the duty of the stewards at 
each appointment to circulate among the 
people of their neighborhood, within two 
weeks from the time of the first Quar
terly Meeting, a subscription paper 
drawn up in the following or some 
similar form: 

"We, the unaersigned, hereby agree 
to pay the sum set opposite our names 
respectively for the support of the Wes
leyan Methodist pastor of -- charge 
during the present Conference year
said amount payable to the stewards or 
pastor." 

It shall, however, be lawful for those 
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pastors and charges preferring the 
monthly or weekly collection plan, to 
adopt said plan instead of circulating a 
subscription paper as above provided. 
'l' he stewards shall also have charge of 
all the money raised for the poor, and 
shall disburse the same under the direc~ 
tion of the churches. The stewards of 
each church shall fill out the following 
blank form of a report and present to 
such Quarterly Conference during the 
year:-

Form of a Steward's Report. 

Amount of salary to be raised on -
charge, $--. 

Amount of salary apportioned to -
church, $--. 

Amoupt of salary paid by said church 
the present quarter, $--. 

Amount of delinquency present quar
ter, $--. 

Amount overpaid present quarter, 
$-. 

Number of families of whom aid has 
been solicited q1e present quarter, --. 
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Number of public collections the pres
ent quarter, $--. 

Amount collected by tbe ·same, $--. 
Amount raised for the poor the pres

ent quarter, $--. 
In addition to having charge of the 

finances of the churches, the stewards 
shall make all necessary provisions for 
the administration of the Lord's Supper. 

9. Class-leaders shall be elected by 
the classes, by a majority of votes, and 
may be changed as often as the class 
shall judge necessary. But it is recom
mended that there be an election 
of class-leaders as often as once a year. 

It shall be the duty of each class-lead
er to meet his class o~ce in a week, in 
order to instruct the members in the 
principles and duties of Christianity; 
to comfort them in affiiction; to advise 
them in cases of difficulty, and to ex
hort them to diligence, and persever
ance in doing and suffering the whole 
will of God. 

Each leader shall have the names of 
all the members of his clm:is entered in 
a book or paper kept by him for the pur-
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pose, in which he shall note weekly the 
presence or absence of each member. 

It shall be the duty of each leader to 
attend the meetings of the leaders and 
stewards, and to represent the state of 
his class; and to inform the preacher of 
any that are sick or need a pastoral 
visit. 

It shall be the duty of each leader to 
visit the sick, and those members who 
frequently absent themselves from this 
means of grace, and to promote the 
spiritual, temporal and eternal interests 
of those committed to his care. 

Class-leaders should occasionally meet 
each other's classes, and also vary the 
exercises in those meetings, for the pur
pose of making them interesting, lively 
and spiritual. 

It is recommended, whenever practi
cable, that no class exceed thirty in 
number, and that no class-meeting con
tinue longer than one hour. 

It is expected that each member of 
the church will be punctual in attend
ing class weekly. 

When any member without a reason 
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deemed justifiable by his local church, 
shall absent himself from all the re
ligious services of his church for three 
successive months, he shall have no 
voice in the transaction of the business 
of the church; and at the end of six 
successive months of like absence, his 
name shall be dropped from the church 
roll. 

SECTION X. 

The Reception of Ministers From Other 
Denominations. 

Ministers of other evangelical church
es who may desire to unite with us may 
be received according to our usages, by 
giving satisfaction to an Annual Con
ference of their agreement with us in 
doctrine, discipline, government and 
usages, provided the Conference is also 
satisfied with their gifts, grace and use
fulness. Provided that none be re
ceived until they have given satisfac
tory proof of having passed a course of 
study equivalent to our disciplinary 
course in a satisfactory manner. When-
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ever any minister is received he shall 
be fuvnished with a certificate, signed 
by the President, in the following words, 
namely:-

"This is to certify that has 
been admitted by Conference as 
a minister of the Wesleyan Methodis t 
Connection (or Church) of America, he 
having been ordained according to the 
usages of the church of which he has 
been a member and a minister. 

"Given under my hand and seal at 
--, this -- day of --, in the year 
of our Lord --. " 

Preachers coming from other denom
inations, in deacons' orders, shall have 
a right to exercise the functions of that 
office as understood by the church from 
which they are received, until a con
venient opportunity shall occur to be 
elected and ordained elders, provided it 
shall not extend beyond the third An
nual Conference. 

Preachers of other denominations 
who are not in orders may be received 
as licentiates, provided they give satis
faction, to a Quarterly or Annual Con-
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ference, that they are suitable persons 
to exercise the office, and of their agree
ment with the doctrines, discipline, gov
ernment and usages of our Church. 

SECTJON XI. 

The Form and Manner of Ordaining 
Elders. 

[When the day appointed is come, there shall be a 
sermon or exhortation, declaring the duty and office 
of such as come to he admitted elders.] 

Then their names being read aloud , 
the President shall say unto the people: 

Brethren, these are they whom we 
propose, God willing, this day to ordain 
elders. For, after due examination we 
find not to the contrary, but that they 
are lawfully called to this function and 
ministry, and they are persons meet for 
the same. But if there are any of you 
who knoweth any ,impediment or crime 
in any of them, for the which he ought 
not to be received into this holy minis
try, let him come forth in the name 
of God, and show what the crime or 
impediment is. 
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Then shall be said the Collect, Epis
tle and Gospel, as followeth: -

The Collect. 

Almighty God, giver of all good 
things, who by the Holy Spirit has ap
pointed elders in the church, mercifully 
behold these thy servants, now ca11ect 
to this office, and replenish them so 
with the truth of thy doctrine, and 
adorn them with innocency of ufe, that 
both by word and good example they 
may faithfully serve thee in this office 
to the glory of thy name, and the edifi
cation of tny Church, through the mer
its of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee and the 
Holy Ghost, world without end. Amen. 

The Epistle. 
Evh. iv. 7-13. 

Unto every one of ils is given grace 
according to the measure of the gift 
of Christ. Wherefore he saith, when he 
ascended up on high, he led captivity 
captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now 
that he ascended, what is it but that he 
also descended into the lower parts of 
the earth? He that descended is the 



88 ORDINATION OF ELDERS. 

same that also ascended up far above 
all heavens, that he might fill all things.) 
And he gave some apostles, and some 
prophets,and some evangelists,and some 
pastors and teachers, for the perfecting 
of the saints, for tlie work of the minis
try, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ, till we all come in the unity of 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto 
the measure of the stature of the full
ness of Christ. 

St. John x. 1-16. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that 
entereth not by the door into the sheep
fold, but climbeth up some other way, 
the same is a thief and a robber. But 
he that entereth in by the door is the 
shepherd of the sheep. To him the 
porter openeth, and the sheep hear his 
voice, and he calleth his own sheep by 
name, and leadeth them out. And 
when he putteth forth his own sheep 
he goeth before them, and the sheep 
follow him, for they know his voice. 
And a stranger will they not follow, but 
will flee from him, for they know not the 
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voice of strangers. This parable spake 
Jesus unto them, but they understood 
not what things they were which he 
spake unto them. Tl;len said Jesus un
to them again: Verily, verily, I say 
nnto you, I am the door of the sheep. 
All that ever came before me are thieves 
and robbers; but the sheep did not hear 
them. I am the door; by me if any 
man enter in he shall be saved, and shall 
go in and out and find pasture. The 
thief cometh not but for to steal, and to 
kill, and to destroy; I am come that 
they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly. I am 
the good shepherd; the good shepherd 
giveth his life for the sheep; but be 
that is an hireling, and not the shep
herd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth 
the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep 
and fteeth; and the wolf catchetb them 
and ·scattereth the sheep. The hireling 
fteeth because he is an hireling, and 
careth not for the sheep. I am the 
good shepherd, and know my sheep, 
and am known of mine. As the Father 
knoweth me, even so know I the Father; 
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and I lay down my life for the sheep, 
and other sheep I have which are not 
of this fold; them also I must bring, 
and they shall hear my voice, and there 
shall be one fold and one shepherd. 

[And that done, the President shall @ay unto them 
as hereafter followetb .) 

You have heard, brethren, as well in 
your private examination, as in the ex
hortation which was now made to you, 
and in the holy lessons taken out of the 
Gospel and the writings of the apostles, 
of what "dignity and what great impor
tance this office is, whereunto ye are 
called. And now again we exhort you, 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that you have in remembrance into how 
high a dignity, and to how weighty an 
office ye are called; that is to say, to be 
messengers, watchmen, and stewards of 
the Lord; to teach and premonish; to 
feed and provide for the Lord's family; 
to seek for Christ's sheep that are dis
persed abroad, and for his children who 
are in the midst of this evil world that 
they may be saved throu~h Christ for• 
ever. 
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Have always, therefore, printed in 
your remembrance, how great a treasure 
is committed to your charge; for they 
are the sheep of Christ which He bought 
with His death, and for whom he shed 
his blood. The church and congrega
tion, whom you must serve, is the 
spouse and His body. And if it shall 
happen the same church, or any mem
ber thereof, do take any hurt or hin
drance by r eason of your negligence, 
ye know the greatness of the fault, and 
also the horrible punishment that will 
ensue. Wherefore consider with your
selves the end of the ministry toward 
the children of God, toward the spouse 
and body of Christ; and see that you 
never cease your labor, your care and 
diligence, until you have done all that 
lieth in you, according to your bounden 
duty, to bring all such as are or shall 
be committed to your charge, unto the 
agreement in the faith and knowledge 
of God, and to that ripeness and perfect
ness of age in Christ, that there be no 
place left among you, either for error 
in religion, or for viciousness in life. 
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Forasmuch, then, as your office is 
both of so great excellency and of so 
great difficulty, ye see with how great 
care and study ye ought to apply your
selves, as well that ye may show your
selves dutiful and thankful unto that 
Lord who has plaeed you in so high a 
dignity, as also to beware that neither 
you yourselyes offend. Howbeit ye 
cannot have a mind and will thereto of 
yourselves; for that will and ability is 
given of God alone; therefore ye ought 
and have need to pray earnestly for His 
Holy Spirit. And seeing that ye can
not by any other means compass the 
doing of so weighty a work pertaining 
to the salvation of man, but with doc
trine and exhortation taken out of the 
Holy Scriptures, and with a life agree
able to the same, consider how studious 
ye ought to be in reading and learning 
the Scriptures, and in framing the man
ners both of yourselves and them that 
especially pertain unto you, according 
to the rule of the same Scriptures; and 
for the selfsame cause how ye ought to 
forsake and set aside, as much as ye 
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may, all worldly cares and .studies. 

We have good hope that you have 
all weighed and pondered these things 
with yourselves long before this time; 
and that you have clearly determined 
by God's grace, to give yourselves 
wholly to this office, whereunto it hath 
pleased God to call you; so that as 
much as lieth in you, you will apply 
yourselves wholly to this one thing, 
and draw all your cares and studies this 
way, and that you will continually pray 
to God the Father, by the mediation of 
our only Savior, Jesus Christ, for the 
heavenly assistance of the Holy Ghost; 
that by daily reading and weighing the 
Scriptures ye may wax riper and strong
er in your ministry ; and that ye may 
so endeavor yourselves, from time to 
time, to sanctify the lives of you and 
yours, and to fashion them after the 
rule and doctrine of Christ, that ye may 
be wholesome and godly examples, and 
patterns for the people to follow. 

And now, that this present congrega
tion of Christ here assembled may also 
understand your minds and wills in 
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these things, and that this your promise 
may the more move you to do your du
ties, ye shall answer plainly to these 
things, which we, in the name of God 
and His Church, shall demand of you 
touching the same. 

Do you think in your heart that you 
are truly called according to the will 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, to the office 
and work of an elder in the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church? 

Ans. I think so. 
The President. Are you persuaded 

that the Holy Scriptures contain suffi
ciently all doctrine required of necessity 
for eternal salvation through faith in 
Jesus Christ? And are you determined 
out of the said Scriptures to instruct 
the people committed to your charge, 
and to teach nothing as required of 
necessity to eternal salvation, but that 
which you shall be persuaded may be 
concluded and proved by the Scrip
tures? 

Ans. I am so persuaded, and have so 
determined by God's grace. 

The President. Will you then give 
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your faithful diligence always so to 
minister the doctrine, and sacraments. 
and discipline of Christ, as the Lord 
hath commanded? 

Ans. I will do so by the help of the 
Lord. 

The President. Will you be ready, 
with all faithful diligence, to banish and 
drive away all erroneous and strange 
doctrines contrary to God's Word, and 
to use both public and private monitions 
and exhortations, as well to the sick as 
to the whole, within your charge, as 
need shall require and occasion be 
given? 

Ans. [ will, the Lord being my 
helper. 

The President. Will you be diligent 
in prayers and in reading the Holy 
Scriptures, and in such studies as help 
to the knowledge of the same, laying 
aside the study of the world and of the 
flesh? 

Ans. I will endeavor to do so, the 
Lord being my helper. 

The President. Will you be diligent 
to frame and fashion yourselves and 

• 
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your families according to the doctrine 
of Christ, and to make both yourselves, 
and them as much a.s 
wholesome examples and 
the flock of Christ? 

in you lietli, 
patterns to 

Ans. I shall apply myself thereto, 
the Lord being my helper. 

The President. Will you maintain, 
and set forward, as much as lieth in you, 
quietness, peace and love among all 
Christian people, and especially among 
them that are, or shall be committed to 
your charge? 

Ans. I will do so, the Lord being 
my helper. 

Let Us Pray. 
Almighty God and Heave.nly Father, 

who of thine infinite Jove and goodness 
toward us, hast given us thy oniy and 
most dearly beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 
to be our Redeemer, and the author of 
everlasting life; who after he had made 
perfect our redemption by his death, 
and had ascended into heaven, sent 
abroad into the world his apostles, 
prophets, evangelists, teachers and pas
tors, by whose labor and ministry h!J 

• 
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gathel'ed together a gre>alt flock in all 
parts of 1tihe wo1,ld to set fortlh t'he reber
nal pral~s:e of ·tJhy holy name; for tlhiese 
so g!1ealt benetfits of thy eternal good
neRs, anld for tJh1aJt thou 'h1aist vouch!safud 
to oall lfJhesie tJhy 1s·ervants here present, 
to •the same offic;e ranld min.Isitry a,p1poiTI1t
ed for the s·alva;ti001 of manki<nd', we •ren
de·r unto tJhee our maSlt hlearty .tJruanks; 
we pmise anld wor·sihip <tlh·eie; and we 
humbly beseeclh rthee by rthe same, lthy 
hilesJsed Son, to gran•t unto all who eii'!Jher 
1h!ere or elsewhel'e c:aJI upon thy name, 
tlha.t we may conrtinue to show ourselves 
t!hankfuJl unto fuoo for tJhieise, aml ab! 
otb.1er of thy benefllt:s, anld tha:t we may 
daily i!Il>crease an:d go forward ilru the 
knowledge ·and fraJitih of <th'ee and ·t!hy 
Son by 1the Holy Spir~t, so rtJhaJt as well 
by tlhese ·thy ministJers, alS b:y tJhem OV'er 
whom they •shal1l be :appo'inrte.d <thy min
isitern, rthy holy niame may be forever 
glorifi>ed, ranld tJhy blressed kiing'dom en
larged through tJhe same, thy son Jesus 
C!hrts:t our Lord; who livetJh anld rieign
etb wi1th thee ~n rtihe uni!ty of •the same 
Holy Spirilt, world withowt end. Amen. 
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[When tbie prayer Is done tbe President or officiat
ing elder, with the elders present shall lay tbeir hands 
severally upon tile bead of every oue that receivetb 
the order or elders-the receivers humbly kneeling 
upon their knees and the President saying :] 

1The Lord pour upon 1tfhlee tJhe Holy 
Ghost, for the office and work of an 
elder iin the Ch\lJl'oh of God. Anld be 
thou a faitlhful digpenser of ·the Word 
of God, and of his holy sruc!"ament:s; in 
t'he name of the taJtlJier, Son and of the 
Holy Ghost. 

Then ·thle 1Presiderut shaill say: 
Moilt mercilful F1atlhler, we beseech 

thee to rend upon .tJhese tJhy servaints tlhy 
heavenny blessings: tthM rthey mJay be 
cloth'ed wliJth righlbeousness, and th'at tlhy 
Word 'Spoken by rtiheir mollltlhts may hJave 
success, •th;ait it may never be spoken in 
valin. Grant a.loo 1t·bait we IDJa;y hJave 
grace to htear and to receive wlhat Urey 
shalJ deliver out of thy most holy Word, 
or agreeably rto the same, as ithe means 
of our sat!vatlon; and ·that !Jn aJij our 
words anld deeds we may seek ·bhy glory, 
.and t'he increase of fuy kingldom, 
thorough Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Assist us , 0 Lord, in all our doings, 



OF BAPTISM, 99 

with thy mO'st gracious favor, and fwr
tJher us with thy CO'Il/tiiruuall help, ltihat ilil 
all our •Works 'begun, continued and 
endeld in thee, we Illlay gilo11i.fy thy 'holy 
name, and finally iby rthiy mercy obtaiin 
ever'lasm1ng 1life througrh Jesus Ohnist 
our Lond. 

[The President or officiating elder shall then, in be
half of the Conference, give to each of the persons 
ordained the right hand of fellowship, welcoming him 
to the work andflabors of the ministry, adding such 
remarks as he }Day deem fitting, followed by the 
benediction : ] 

'l' hie peace of God, whicJh passeth all 
uruderstand:irug, keep you'!' 'hiaaT'tJs iamd 
IIllinds in •tihe knowlied:ge and love of 
God, and of his Son, Jesuis Ch!rist, our 
Lord; and ~he Messing of God Al
mighlt:y, the Faith.er, lthe Son and tlhoe 
Holy Ghost, be among you arnd r;ellllairn 
wiith you alway. Amien. 

SECTION XII. 

Baptism. 

Of Infants. 

Let every adu!Jt penson, :a·nd the par
ents of eviery C'h1ld to be bapti:ood, hiave 
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t'he clloice either of imme>rsion, sprinik
ling or pouring. 

'fhe paJrelllts or parent of tJhe cb!Hd 
pres,elllted for bap>tism shaJll be ask~d rthe 
folilowinig qrneistiorni:-

QUJes. H:a.sit 1Jhou renounced rthe dervil 
anid aM his wor~s, tlhe v'ain pomp a:nd 
glor.y of tlhe world, wi'~h all cow~tous 
desi.ries of the same, and -the oarnail de
sires of !thie fl>es1h, so !thrut rt!hou dost not 
follow or art not led by tlhe.m? 

Ams. I Jiave renoun0ed <them aJll, and 
by God's hlelp wiJl endeavor not to fol
low or he led by bhem. 

Ques. Dos>t thou believe in God the 
~a:Lher Alm1iglhty, maker of 'heaven and 
earth; a:nd in Je>sus Ghrisrt Ms only lbe
gott>en Son, our Lord; lt'hat he took 
IIllan's ruature in thie womb of llie Virgin 
Ma.r:y, and was bo'rin of hJer; 'tha;t he 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, waJs cru
ciified, dead a:nd buried; thart he airose 
acgain on t'he tlb!i>r<d 'd>ay; ·tlh1alt he ascendred 
in:to :hea.vern, and siltt>etJh .at the· right 
hand of Gorl, tJhe Faitlher Almiglhity, arud 
that he .shall come again at ·~he ienld of 
the worbd Ito judg.e t,he quick and !!he 
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d€'ald? And <dost thou believe in the 
Holy Ghost, the communion of saints, 
the .re.lllIB8ion of ai,ns, itJh.e regelliel'altlion 
of ouT fa11en nlature, the resunrecmon of 
Lhe 1bod'Y, and everlastling life atlter 
dieat'h? 

Ans. All tihis I steadfastly beHievie. 
Ques. Wilt thou have ·Vhls child bap

tized i111to this fuibh, and be IIIJWde an 
irufan1t IMmbier of Christ's holy Churdh? 

Ans. T'his is my d~tre. 
Quoo. Wliillt thou, then, diligerutly 

teach it God 's •holy Worn, and cause it 
to walk in obedienoe :to His iholy will 
and 'COfili!Dland'Illents, until ~t comie to 
Y·eans to assume /in Mts own person <tlhe 
fa,i1t·h, vows and obHgations of baptism? 

Ans. I wi11 endeavor to do so, the 
Lord being my helper. 

[Then ehall the minister baptlw tbe child and con
clude the eervice with an appropriate prayer.] 

Of Such as Are of RJiper Years. 
The minfatJer shall dJe.manKl of ela:c'h of 

the <persons to be baptized severally: 
Ques. Dost thou renounce the devil 

aud all hlis works, ·tihe vain pomp and 
glory of the world, wiilih aJll coVle'tous 

·- -- --
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diesiTes of the same, and the carnal de
sires of tlhe fl.ooh, so that thou W'ilt not 
follow or be ·led by them? 

Ans. I ·0011ounce them all. 
Ques. Doslt llhon believe in God tthe 

l<"'a.ther Ailmiighlty, maker of heaven and 
earth; a.mi in Jesus Ch'l1ist, h!is only be
go.tten Son, ouT Lord; and .t/hat 1he was 
conceived by llhe Holy Ghost, born of 
the Virgilll Mary; that 1he suft'eood 
m1idier PoIJ1tlius P.Bate, was crucified, 
dead and buried; tlhat he arose agalin 
on tih:e thii.rd day; tlha-t he a;soon.ded i'D!to 
heaven, and ISiiteth at the rig.hit hand 
of God 1tlhe Fiatih.er Almighity, and from 
th.eDJCe shall come again at rthe end of 
the world, to jUJdg-e th'e quick and ilhe 
dead'? And dost thou believe in · tJhe 
Holy G.host, itihe reimiission of stins, it.he 
resurrootlion of the body, and everlast
ing li!e after dealth? 

Ans. All it/his I stieadfastly believie. 
Ques. ·Wiil't tlhou be baptized in tlhlis 

faith? 
Ans. This is my desire. 
Ques. Wtilt •thou th.en obediently 

keep God'<S !holy ~11 and commarul-

I 
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meruts and Wialk in .the same aill the days 
of ·tJhiy tire? 

Ans. I wiill endeavor so to do, God 
being my !helper. 

[Then shall the mlnlater sprinkle or pour water upon 
~im (or, if he desire It, ahall lmmerae him in) aayinir:J 

N., I bap1ti2le lbhiee in ·bhe marrue of ithe 
Father, and of tJhe Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Amen. 

[Then shall be aaid an appropriate prayer, or the 
Lord's prayer.] 

Our Fait'her whli'cih art in heavffil. 
Hiaillowoo be thy name. Thy kfngdom 
come. Thy wiill be done on ·eantlh as 
il1: is i.n H€av·en. Give us ithis dlay ou:r 
d1aily b1~a<l. A.nld forgive us our dtebts 
as we forgive our ·debtors. Aud lead us 
not ~Iltto temptation, but deliver \JJS from 
ev·LI. l<~or th1ine i.s too k1ing.dom, and 
the power, 1anid tlhie glory, forever. Amen. 

MtaJtt. xxviH: 19; Mark i: 9-16; xvi: 
16; Acis ii: 38. 

SECTION XIII. 

The Order for 'tihe Administration of 
'I'he Lord's Supper. 

We recommend to ouT m1inli'suers to 
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observe lthe fonowing dlil-ections in the 
adminisltration of the Lord's Supper: 

1. Uelt tJhe eldte.r read the following, 
or some ot!her appropriate passage of 
Sc1~iIJ1ture. 

"Aind as 1t1hey were eating, J1esus took 
bread an.d blessed it, and break it, arud 
gave i1t to t'hle disciples, iarud saiid, 'I1ak1e, 
eait; t'hlis ts my body. 

"And he itook 1the cup, and gave 
thanks, and gavie it 1to them, saying, 
Drink ye all of it: 

"For 1Jhis lis my blood of tfue ruew 
testament, wlhich is shied for many for 
·the remission of sins. 

"Bn.t ·I say u'Il'to you, I wUl ·not dirink 
hen1oefo11th of this kuit of t'he vine, un
til bha.t day when I d·r:ink it niew witJh 
you in my Fruther's kingdom."-Maitlt. 
xxvi. 26-29. 

'''I'h~ cup of blessing wh'ich we bless, 
is it not the communion of tbe 'bilood of 
Chriist'! The ·brooid wftlich we break i-s 
iit not 1the communion of t'he body of 

Ohrist? 
"For we beiin'g many are orue breaid., 

and one body; for we are all pal'takiers 
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of that one bread."--!. Cor. x. 16, 17. 
"For I ha\'e reooived of tlhe Lord 

th.alt whilClh I also del'ivered Uillto you. 
That the Lord Jesus, the same ruigiht in 
which he was be!brayed, 'took brerud: 

"And when hoe tl'ad gi~n t:hanks, :he 
brake it, and said, Take, eait; this is my 
body, WlhJich is broken for you: 11fuis do 
in remembrance of me . 

.. After tihie same mann€1r also :he took 
the cup, when he had supped, say,ing, 
Tlhis cup is the new lioo!lamerut in my 
blood: tMs do ye, as ofit as ye dnink i t, 
in rememi:>rance of me. 

' ·]<'or as often as ye eat this bread 
and driJnk tihis cup, ye do shew 1the 
Lord's deaith rtiJI he come . 

.. Wherefore whosoever ,ShJalJ eaJt .this 
lnread and drink ~biis cup of the Lord, 
unworth~ly, shiall bre gui,irty of :tihe bodry 
and blood of the Lord. 

"But l et a man examine himself, ·and 
so let him eat of that bread, and drink 
of that cup. 

"For he tihat eateth and drinketh 
unwortihHy, eat:et'h and ·drinketh dam
nruti001 <to himself, not drisoerning the 

-----
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Lord's body."-1. Corinthians xi. 23-29. 
2. Lat an ·appTopria;te 'hymn be rsUI1Jg. 
3. AJ1ter Wlhich tJhe reldier SlhraJJ say: 
Ye thiat do rtruly and earnestly l.'eperut 

of your s.ins, and are in love and ohal'ity 
wdth your neighbors, ·a;n.d 1irutiend ito ~ead 
a mew 1ife, following thre commarudr
men.lt.s of God, ·and walking from hence
fonth in Hris !holy ways, draw neiair with 
faH1h, and take this holy sacrament to 
your comfort; 'and make yornr co11;
fession rt:o Almighty God. 

4. 'Phie.n shralJ a gieneraJ prayer ·be 
offered by 1th1e mrin.isltier, 1in <the name of 
all bhose Wlho are minded !to r.ooeiV'e tJbie 
holy sacr3.Illtm't, botlh he and al~ tbie 
peopae kneeling humbly upon ·tlleir 
knees. 'l1he m'ini.ster shall 1tiliem pro
ceed 'to <l-istri bu t.e ·tlhe bread, using tb.e 
fo.],]owing wol'd·s: 

The body of our Lord Jesus Ohr1Slt, 
whi-Oh .wras gJiven for ;tlheer, P•PeServe 1tJhy 
soul arud bod.y unrto .everl.asLing Lille. 
Take and .eiat ,thiiis in reII1Jembram,ce ,thraJt 
Ghr:isrt d1e<l for tlhe:e, ra.IIJd food on Hiim 
in thy herant by faith w.iitJh 1thanksgiV'ing. 

Then 1t1he minister slhall take 1the cup, 
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'"hich Bhaill conitaln only unllermented 
wine, an~ siha.11 say:-

Tlue blood of our Lord Jesus OhTiist, 
Wihddh was shied for rthee, ·preserve tlhy 
sou1l ain1d body unito €'VerlaStling life. 
Drink this in remembrance th.rut Ch'l'lisit's 
blood was shied for thee, ail'd be tJhan:k
ful. 

Then shall 1Jhie elder offier approprirute 
prayer, or the Lord's prayer:-

Ouir Fathier 'WihilJh art!: in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on '03.MJh as i1t 
is in heaven. Give us t'hLs day ou•r 
daily bread. And forgtive us om debts 
as we forgive our debtors. Ami lead us 
not into tcm'll'tlation, but deliver us 
from eviJ: For tMne is 1the kingdom, 
and •the power, and blue glory, forever. 
Amen. 

SECTION XIV. 

The Order of tJhe Burial of •the Dead. 
[The following or some other solemn @ervice may he 

used.l 
ff!he mtiruist.er goirug bef01-e the corpse 

sha11 say: 
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I am ·hlLe resurrectdon and •bhe life, 
sruiith tlhe l;{)T7(}; he that believetb in me, 
though ·he wiere d·eaid, yeit shall 'he live; 
and whosoever liveth and bel'ieveth in 
me ·shall nevm d:ie.-.Tohn xi. 25, 26. 

I know tJh:art my Redeemer J.ivetJh, and 
that H~ shlaill stand ·alt :the 'lailber day 
upon true em·th; and• 'thoug:h aflter my 
skin worms destroy 1.ib.:is body, yet .in 
my flesh sha1'1 I see God, whom I sh·aill 
seie for mysellf; and mi:nie eyes slhall 
behold and not another.-Job xix. 25-
27. 

We blroug:ht notMng 1intto .tJbJis worlrl 
amd it Ls ceITTt.ain we ctan ca.Try nothiim.g 
ouit.-'I'he Lord . gave and the Lord 
ba·th taken away; blessed be ,the name 
of the Lord.~I. T'im. vi. 7; Job. i. 21. 

[At the gr&ve, when the corpse Is laid in the earth, 
the minister shall say:] 

Forasmuch as it haith pleased Al
m:ighty God, in His wise prov<idence, to 
take out of the worM t'he soul of tlhie d<e
pairte:d, we bhwefore commit ihJi,s body 
to the ground; earth to earth, ashes to 
a.shies, duSllJ to dust; ·looking for the 
gien·eral re:surreatdon in t.'h>e l'aJSt day, 
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anld th-e Hile of tlhe woflld to com'e, 
bhrough our Lorid Jesus Obrist; at 
whose second corruiug in glorious mia

jesty Lo judgie tJh1e world, <t'he ea.nth rurnd 
t'he sea Shall g;ive up their dead; an<l 
the coTII'Upitdlble bodlh~s of tJhose who 
sleep in Hlim shiaJ.l be ohanged and marl:e 
iiloo unito His own gilorious body; ruc
cording to tthe mighJty working w1l1ereby 
He is able to subdue rull things unto 

Himself. 
[Then may be said:] 

"I h€iall'd a voice from heaven, say
ing uJllto me, Write; from hencefortJh 
blessed are thJe derud wlho die in th-e 
Lord; even so saiilth ilhe ·Spirit; for they 
J'eSlt from tJheir labors." 

[Then shall the minister offer an appropriate prayer.] 

SECTION XV. 

Public Worship. 

1. Church service ; To establish uni
foflmity among churches, iin pul:)lic 
woris'h.ip on the LoT'd's d1ay, iit 'is recCJIIIl
mended thiat bhie followiing order be 
observed:-
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Let llhe morniug and afternoon serv
i<ie con&ist of:-

(1) Singing; (2) Prayer; (3) Read
ing the Scriptures; ( 4) Singing; (5) 

Preaching; (6) Singing; (7) Prayer; 
(8) Benediction. 

Let >the eV'elliing serv.!ce be rtJhe sa.m.e, 
only omilltJWng t'he rea.ding of the Scrip
tures; or let .there be ra vmY'0r-meetirug. 
Parts of ,thlis ordier miay be changed, a.s 
particullwr itimes a.nld <Jl:rcumstances may 
requiire. 

Psa. xxiii. 22; Heb. x. 25. 

2. Sabbath Schools. We recom-
mend:-

(1) Thait; in the organlz.ation of Sun
day-schools all the officers be elected 
by rthe ahure!h rut lits 'annuail business 
meet.Jing. 

(2) That the church decide what lit
erratmre shall lJie used in ,tJhe Sundray
scliool. 

(3) T'hat no one be e1'ooted or a.p
poinited a 1teacher who is not a profess
ing Ohr.istJian. 
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SECTION XVI. 

Young Peop·le's Meetings. 

l. Wie d'0Slioo to rutilize, the piety and 
g,if1ts of 0111r young people in ithos.e ways 
w1hiiclh wlill glorify God •arud be -beneficiial 
to themselves and the Church. 

2. W1e €1JlJCOUJra~e as Of g.reia:t 1Jm-
po11t:Jar...ce the hol~ing of young people's 
miee.tlings llinder •tJhe di11ootion of our 
chur0ehes iallld paJstors, for the promo
.Uon of tihe salvaition of ithie young aoo 
thcir ~awbh a:nd esit;abli.Slh:ment in 
grace. 

SECTION XVII. 

'f1hie Matter and M.a.noor of Preach~ng, 
and of Ot:he~ Publ'ic Exeroises. 

Ques. 1. WhaJt <is the best general 
Illietlhod of pr'€lach1ing? 

Ans. 1st, to convince; 2d, to offer 
Ohrlist; 3d, to in.vibe; 4·tlh, •to bUJild up; 
and to do ithis in some measure in every 
sermon. 

Isaiah i. 18; Acts iv. 12; xxiv. 25; I. 
Cor. ii. l, 2, xiv. 12; Rev. xxii. 17. 
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Ques 2. What is the most effectual 
way of preaching Oh.r!1st? 

Ans. 'lThie mOS1t effeotllJa!l WJay of 
preaching Christ is to preach Him in all 
H!is offices, aDJd rto declare His law, as 
well as his Gospel, both to believers 
and unbeHevers. Let us strongly and 
closely tinsist upon outwia.rd and inward 
ho~1ness in all Hs bra!JJChes. 

1"1att. v. 8; AC'tS xx. 27. 
Ques. 3. Are 1t:he~ie 'any smaller ad

vioes w,h.iJch migh,t be of U!se to us? 
Ans. Yes. 1st. Be sure never to 

dtisappoirut a coll!gregiaibion. 2d. Beg;in 
a:t ·the <time appoin!ted. 3d. Let your 
whole d•eportmerut be serious, wieighity 
and solemn. 41lh. Always stl'ilt your 
subjoot 1to your audience. 5bh. Choose 
t!he plainest ·tJextt you oan. 6tJh. Take 
cane not to rambl•e, but k<oop to your 
text, Mlid make out w1ha't you 1t.ake •in 
haDJd. 7.bh. Avoiid eV!el"y;thdng awk
wiaf'd or affeoted, (!li•their ·in your ges:ture, 
]Jlhra.se or pronuncdJatJion. 8th. Do 1110t 

uswaHly pray above fivie or six minu·treis 
WlithoUJt lin•termiSSlian. Frequenitly rea.ci 
and. eniarge upon a po1,tion of Scrip-



DUTY OF PREACHERS. 113 

ture; and let young preacihers otten ex
hort wli!thowt •taking a text. 

SECTION XVIII. 

The Dwty of Preachers to God, T.hem
selves, and One AnO'bber. 

Ques. 1. How 1s:h-ahl a preacher oo 
quaJiifioo for ·hiis charg1e? 

Ans. By walking closely with God, 
and hiaviing 1h1is work gireiaJtly at hear1.; 

and lJy urudel'standing and lovling dis
aip.!Jine, ours- in particular. 

Ques. 2. Do we sufficiently watch 
over each otlher? 

Ans. We do nolt. Shol!lld we uot 
frequerutJly IIBk 03JClh otiher, Do you waJk 
closely W'~tib God? Have you now fel
lowship wiltih itJhe Fath<er anld the Son? 
Do you punctually observe the morning 
arud ev•ening lb.ours of retliremerut? Do 
you converse seriously, usefully and 
alosely? To be mm:e pal'ticuliaJr: Do 
you llSle alol •the means of grace you.r
self, and enforce the use of them on all 
oaher .p·ersons? 'Ilhey a.re ei1their in.ilti
tuted or prudootia.l. 

I. The 'im~tli1tuted are: -
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1. Prayer, private, family and public. 
Do you ask everywhere, Have you fam
ily prayer? Do you ask individuals, Do 
you use private prayer every morning 
and evening in particular? 

2. Search the Scriptures by 
(1) Reading: constantly, some part 

of every day; regularly, all the Bible 
in order; carefully, with notes; seri
ously. with prayer before and after; 
fruitfully, immedifttely practicing what 
you learn there. 

(2) Meditating at set times, by rule. 
(3) Hearing: every opportunity with 

prayer before, at, after. Have you a 
Bible always about you? 

(4) The Lord's Supper: Do you use 
this at every opportunity? With sol
emn prayer before? With earnest and 
deliberate self-devotion? 

(5) Fasting: Do you use as much 
abstinence and fasting as your health, 
E<trength and labor will permit? 

(6) Christian conference: Are you 
convinced how important and how diffi
cult it is to order conversation aright? 
Js it always in grace-seasoned with 
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sa.tt-,meiet rt;o aJdm'ind·ster grace •to the 
haarers? Do you not conv•el'Se too long 
at a time? 1Ls not run lhouT commonly 
enough? Woul'd U not be W'elil wlways 
to have a <datermlined end in v•iiewi? And 
to pray before and a.JlOO!" lilt? 

II. Prlllderutlial moo.ns: -
1. Do you ateru:ll!Hy wart.Qh 01gia.ins<t 

the w01•l<l? YourS'el1f? YouT' 'besietrt.dng 

sin? 
2. Do you deny youl'Se'lf every U!Slelass 

pliea.su.re of sen•se? i!nm.gitnat!ion,? /hon
or? Aire you <temperate in au th'i:n.gs? 
Instance in food: (1) Do you use Olllly 
•th.at klillid anl:l t'hat degree w<bii.oh is best 
both fOT 'body anrl soul? Do you see 
thJe n.ec'es&ilty af 11hii.s? (2) Do you eat 
no more at each metal •t:halllJ i<s rueces
s:ary? Are you not heaivy or drowsy af
ter <dinlller? (3) Do you use tolJaxlco in 
any form? Do you diiscouTage rthe use 
of H in ot:Jhera? ( 4) Do you use only 
thart kin:d and <thalt d~gree O'f fuiilllk wh:ioh 
is lt:Jhe best bot:Jh for your bodty aru:l· sou1? 
Do you ohoose Mid use <water for your 
common drink? Do you use tea or cof
f·ee? 
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3. Wherein do you take up your 
cross da;Hy? Do you oh~erfully bear 
your Cd'OSs, however grievous its llllatwie, 
as a gi.llt of God, amd 11abor ito profit 
thereby? 

4. Do you endeavor 1o ~et God al
ways l>efore you? To see His ey'e con
stJantly fixed upon you? 

Nev·er ()all you use tlhesie means burt: a 
blessing •will enstre. AnJd the more you 
use itlhem, the more you wHI grow in 
grace. 

SECTION XIX. 

Visiting from House to House, Gua!'dling 
Against Those Things 'f1Jmrt. Are So 
Common to ProfEiSSCYrS, and Eln1'orce
!ing PradtiOOll Re!<igion. 
Qnff: . 1. How can Wle farther lIBSliJSt 

those undreir our C'are? 
Ans. By _ dnsltruoting them •at t:!heir 

own houses. What unspeakable need 
is there of tlhis? 1. Persontal !'a!'igion 
eiit!h:er itowaTd God or man iis itoo supeir
fidal among UIS. We cam bult just it.ouch 
OIIl a few part'iculaTS. How li/tJtle fatbh 
there 1s among us ! How 1i'ttJle com-



PASTORAL VISCTING. 117 

rnunion 1wit.h God, how liJtltle livinJg 'in 
heaven, W'allkli.ng in eternlity, deia:dnesslto 
every oreaiture! How much !()Ve of lthe 
wol'lld, desire of pleasure, of 
getting moruey, how l<ilttJe 
love! 

ease, of 
brother!ly 

2. Fami1y religion is wanlteJd in ma.ny 
bmnohes. Anlll w'hait &Vlll>ills pub!Jilc 
preachiing alone, though wie coulld preaoh 
bike a~l's! We mUJSlt, yea, every prea.c!h
er mum instruct tbie people from house 
to house. 

OUJr religion is not sufficiently deep, 
un:iV'erslaJI, unliform; but superll<iial, pa.r
tial, uneven. It will be so till we spend 
half wi rmuch !time in ltJhis visiltliing as wie 

now do in taJking u:sel€SS1y. Oan we 
find a b€itter method of doilng rthis than 
Mr. Baxter's? If not, 1left us adopt !Lt 
w;i th out deltay. Speak!ing of 1tlhi:s vis~t

ing from house to houS'e, he says: "We 
shJaJJ,! find man•y Mndlf'a'Ill(jes, botih in our
seflves 1an.d rthe people." 

1. In oursEJlves there is much dulJl
ness ~nd ~azirue;>S, so there w.Lll be much 
aJdo Ito ge t us to 'be failtbful in illhe work. 

2. We Jmve a base, man-pleasing 
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temper, so that we let tJhem pierilsh 
ralt'her tb.an lose it'heir love; we let them 
go quie'tly to !hell, lest we Should offend 
t!hem. 

3. Some of us have a foolllish bash
fulness. We know not how to begin, and 
blush to contradict lt1he devil. 

4. But tlle g'r€ater hin:d!rance 1s mmk
ness of ~ai'th. Our whole me>tion iJs 
weak because the s·prlng af .irt is weak. 

5. Liastily, we are unskfi'1iltuil In the 
work. How few know how to dJelaJl wdltlh 
men so as to get 'WJiltfuin 'tlhean, iaml suJ!t 

ab! our dliscourses to !thetr several condi
tJions and rtiempers; to choose the fi'tJtest 
subjects lllll.ld follow :them with a he>ly 
mi:x1ture of seriousness, !terror, 1ove anld 
meekness. 

But undoubtedily this privalte iai>pll·i
cation 1is i'mpHel!l ,in tihose solemn words 
of !the AlI>OSt!le: "I charge thee before 
God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
sh.ail! judge t!he quick and t!he deaJd at 
his appearing; preach the Word; be 
instanlt in season and out of SOOSO'll; 

reprove, rebuke, "eirhort wittJh aJll long
suffering." 
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0, Ur>ethioon, if .we could buJt see this 
work on foot in all ooc c!hrurcihes, and 
prosecute Ii.it z.etatl.ously, w'hat glor~ woudd 
redound to God! lif the colilJlllon lukie
waf!IIl.ness ;v.we ballJi:shed, and every 
s.hop and every house bUJS1ied •in spea.kiing 
of ·tlhe Word a!Jld works of God., surely 
God woUJld dwell in our hiabiitiruMon, anrl 
make us His delight . 

.And this is absolutely illecessa.'l'y to 
thie welfare of souls. Look round and 
see •how many of tJhem a.re still in ap
pairerut dillinger of daannation. Arud lhow 
can you wa;lk, !talk arud be •merry w~th 

such people, Wlhen you know t!hcir case? 
" When you look t'hem in 1t!hie ftaioo, you 

s:b.oUJld 'break forth in 1tears, as t!hie 

proplie.t did· wh'elll. he .looked upon Ha.z
aal. 0, for God's sake, a.nd rtihe sake of 
poor sou~s. bestlilr yourselves amid spare 
no pains that may conduce to their 

salvation. 
What cause have we to grieve before 

•tihe Lond thlalt we have so long nie@lecterl 
tlhiis good work? If we had but ieni

ga~ iJn it sooruer, 'how manry more 
might 'have boon brought to Christ; 
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and how mucth •holier and haJppier IIl!igtht 

t hey have been before now; and w'hy 

might we not have done .it sooner? 
'llhere are many hiindI"a.IlJCe.3 .ailid so 
there iailways will be. BUit the girea.test 
hiirudra.noo tis in ourselves---in our liJt;tJ:e
ne&S of faith iand ·Jove. 

But it is oi>jected, I. "T'his wiH 'bake 
up so much tiillle, we shaLI not have 
leistH'e to fol1Iow otLr stud1ies." We 
answer: 1. Gailning knowledge is a 
good ti1ing, but saving souls is •l:Jlettletr. 
2. By this very thing you Wlilll gwin 
the moot exc.e1lent knowledge; tha1t of 
God and et.etrni<ty. 3. You will /have time 
for gaining other knowledge, too. Only 
sleep no more .tha.n you need; "and 
never be idle or trifl'i.ng'ly ·employed. " 
4. Bm if you crun do but one, le1t your 
sitwdiies iallone. We ought to thirow by 
ab! the ~ibrniries Jn the world rnther 
than lJie gu1i1ty of the loss of one soul. 

It •is objected, II. "The peop.le wdll'I 
not submit to it. " If some wLll not, 

others wiJII; and 1th.e success wi'th them 
wilJI repay rull your •labor. 0, let us 
herein fol'low the example of St. Paul! 
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L. For our genera:! business: Serviing 
tJhe Lord w~bh all humility of mind. 2. 
Our specia:l work: Take :h'eed to your
s0lves amd to an! the flock! 3. Our 
rloct1iin.e: Reperutance toward God, iand 
faitlJ:J. 'towa.rd our Lord Jesus Christ! 
4. T'he place: I have ,ba,ughlt you pub
licly, and from IJ:J.ou8e to house! 5. 
The objoot anld mlanruer of teaich'ing: 
I ceased noit to warn ieviery one, night 
and day, wi;th tears. 6. His 1irunocence 
and self-denial herein: I have coveted 
no man's isilve1r or gold. 7. His pa
tience: Neither count I my lilfe door 
unto m.ysellf. And a;mong am other 
motives let these be ever before your 
eyes: 1. T'l1ie Ohl.IJl'Ch of God, wh'ich He 
haJtiJ:J. purchased with His own Mood! 2. 
GTievous wolves shall enter in; yeia of 
yourselves s,bla.11 men 1arise 'speaking 
perverse things. 

Wri:te this uipon your 1hearl!s, anJd it 
w.ill do you more good bh'an 'twenty 
years' study. Then you wi~l havie no 
1time to spare; you w11il lhiave work 
enough. Thoo, J1ikewtise, no preacher 
will stay with us who is 1a.s saJt 't:hrut ha;s 
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lost iits savor. For to !Such th'is em
ployme.nt would be mere drudgery. 
And in order to do 'it you willn :have 
need of au the knowledge you can pro
cure, and g1T13.Ce you can atJ1Jain. 'Phe 
sum is, go <ill'to every 'house .in course, 
twging upon every imp!eruitent siI11I1er 
the ,duty of i:mmedtalte repentance, and 
teachirug every one rt:heretin, young and 
old, to be Christians inwardly and out
wardly; make eviery parblcullar plai'n to 
their understand<ing; fix Lt in t!hieiT 
minds; write i 1t on their !hearts. 1In 
order to t'h<ls there must be lline upon 
line, precept upon precept. What pa
tienioe, what 1love, what knowlledge ds 
requisite for tlhis! We must n:eelds do 
this, were it only to avolild udneness. Do 
we not ldi<ter awiay man1y 1hours In every 
week? Each try himself. No Idleness 
is coru;irstent wiJth a grrowt'h jn gmoe. 
Nay, wtthout exactness in red·oomiing 
time you cannot 1retain tlle graoo you re
ceive in justifteatlon. 
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SECTION XX. 

Missions. 

Parent Bool'd. 

1. There shJa.11 be a PM'ent Mission
ary Society, ,wihoi;e place of business 
shaJll be i!n ,Wre WeS!eyan Method·ist 
PuMislhli:ng House. 

2. Every member of the WesleY'an 
Metlhod'ist Connection, wiho pays into 
the treasury one doHair yOO!I'ly, Shall be 
a member of ithis Society, or pays 
twenty-fivie dollars at runy one time, 
shrull be a life member. 

3. TJre oflioo1'6 Slhiall bie a President, 
Secretary, Trelasurer, anld a board of 
M~r'S, who shall be el'ected annwaily 
in thie morutJh of .June. 

4. The Missionary Secretary shall 
have his place of residence with the 
other Connectional Officers in the city of 
Syracuse, N. Y., and shall have general 
direction and superv1s10n of our mis
sionary work, under the management 
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and control of the Parent Missionary 
Society. He shall supervise the opening 
and organization of new fields, as well as 
to give careful attention to those al
ready organized. He shall solicit and re
ceive funds from all available sources. 
He shall render each month an itemized 
statelllent -of all cash, from whence and 
of whom received and for what pur
poses, to the Connectional Treasurer, 
paying the same to him and taking his 
receipt therefor. He shall also render a 
monthly statement of his expenses, in
cluding salary and all other expenses in 
connection with the work, to the Con
nectional Treasurer and draw on the 
Treasury for the same. He shall, as cir
cumstances may require and the needs 
of the work demand, issue orders on the 
Connectional Treasury for the prosecu
tion of the work, subject to the author
ization of the Board. All contracts 
made between him and such workers as 
he may deem it necessary to employ 
shall receive the signatures of a major
ity of the Executive Board before be
coming valid. 
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Annual Contlerence Missioruary 
Societies. 

125 

1. Each Annual Conference shall 
constitute a Conference M!is>slionary 
Soctiety, whidh IS1lwJbl hold i1ts •annuail 
meeting at the 'time iand plaoo of ti1e 
meeting of the Annual Conference. 

2. Tlhe officers of 1this Sooielty shall 
be a President, Vice-President, Secre
tary, Tooasurer, 1and two Dirootors 'Wlho 
shall be ladies interested in missionary 
work. The officers and directol'S shaill 
be elooted a.t the annual meetling of <!!he 
Society, and shall hold their office fo~ 

one year unless sooner removed by a 
'three-fourths vobe of lthe Board of Man
agers and 1t,'hie aP'ProV0il of the President 
of ·the Ainnual Conference. 

3. 'I1h:e oflloeT'S and directom Slhall be 
a Board of Managiers, a majority of 
whom shal'l constiltute a quorwm. Thley 
shaill decide on the dlisposition of tlh1e 
funds, and request a'i{I 'from ithe Paren1t 
Missionary SoC'ietty, ·Ll' such is desired; 
provided such ·aiid S'hall not be solicited 
by •the Board of any Annuail Confer-
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ence which does not pay its funds into 
hhe ·tl'lea.su~y of the Parerut Society. 
We l'elCommend tJhia,t all AnnuaJl Con
ferenc€S pay their funds •iruto tthe treas
ury of 1the Parerut BoaTld. 

4. This society shall adopt a con
stitution and ·by-la.ws for itis govern~ 
menlt; but tlhe saime Siha!ll 1Ln no way 
contraven•e any aritidl~ or ~ilo.ci~p.le of 
the Wes!eyain Method•isit C'hurdh. 

5. Ea.ch pasltor shal1l !hold rut lieast 
one general missionary service at each 
one of .hi.is aJppo.Lrutments during the 
year; and he shall Siele that a itlhorcmgh 
canvass is mirude for missio!lJ3Jl'y fuindlS, 
eilfueir by lh'imse.Jf or col'lecto11s whom ·h-e 
sh/all see are appointied., exceplt ~n cases 
w!here -this work 'is done by a du~y or
g.alllized aml efficient locaJI Mi-ssiolll3.ry 
Sodieity; no ArunuaJI COillfereruoo ShoUJ!d 
pass the cha.met.er of a pastor wlho fails 
to do his dwty as above spooified. 

Ohuroh Missionary Socielties. 

1. Woe ·recom1I1Jend that w~ver 

pracitiroble a local m 1issi0Ill3.ry soci.elty 

be orgaruized dn connootion With ev~y 
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W·esile)"an Methodli.st Oburclh, •s1aid so
ciety to be known as "Thoe Woman's 
Home ·and FoI'ei!gn Missiioruary '8oci€1ty 
of the W1esile.yan Met1hod1ist Churclh." 

2. This society 1s1hall be auxiHariy to 
the Annuail Con1fere'lllce Soci1ety W'~t'hi1n 

whose 'bounds it sh1all be OI'ga:nized, '31nd 
shai11 play its imi1~ionary money inlto the 
treasury of said Conference Society, 
design.a/bing to tlh1e .t1reasurer of itlhe 
:>amie whether rtJhe mon·ey 1slha;ll be ap.
plied to Home or Foreign missions, or 
both. 

3. 'I1he officers of this soeiiety s'lmJl be 
a Prtesildent, Secretary and Treasurer, 
who shall be women, to be elected an
nually by ballot, and shall discharge 
the dubiRs common to sulch offices; 
tlhlere slhaII be an lilx·ecutive Comm1ittee., 
to dievi:Se metlhods of op1era'tlion 1to se
cure mi1wionary funds, an1d to a:dvaruce 
the general interests of the society. 

4. This society shall hold monthly 
meetling·s, the relig;ious servlices of 
which shall be under 1the di.T'ootion, of 
its Preis'M8'Ilt. A't t!Jlc131e meeUngs it 
shall be propeir to transact a'IllY 'business 
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pertai nfrnig to ~he in•berests of lt!he so· 
ciety and ·its work. 

5. All female members of the 
ehureh, together With l1aJdies not mem
heirs of lthe Church who may desire to 
<·o-operalte in this work, s-haill 'be e1ig1i
bile to mem1berslbdp-. 

'Dhe socie!ty slh:all 'be rut li'berty to 
adopt sudh hy-~a.ws ·as lit may see fit, 
proviiided tJhey do not ~onitravene any 
a•ritiicle ~er.eli!n contained, or any priin
ciple of the Wesleyan Methodist Church. 

6. Each pastor sh•all encouragie •t:hle 
organization of the soclieties, and 
tlh'al1l co-operalf;e in t!heir work, and may 
by volte become an !honorary mem'ber. 

The society $hall, .through lits sec
rietia1ry, soon after ·iits organiization, re
porlt the same to 'the f'lresi.dent of the 
Anmual Conlleren'ce. It shall also make 
a semi-annuarr reporit to the Presi'd.en't 
of ~he Annu'ail Conference of its s.tanid
ing and work. 

7. It. 1is our d~ign in the a:bove p-lan 
to open the way for the sisters of our 
churches to work in this great cause in 
whiclh they a11e such an ~ffi<;ienlt J!actor; 
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but thres·e a:rticles do nCJlt pooyeirut the 
orgarnizai!ion ()If soai·eties COilllposed of 
both sexes when 1it ~s deemed best. 

Mission Ban1dJS. 
W·e r0ecom1mend 1t:ih0Jt true several An

nual Conferen1oe 'l\Hssioruairry Societiies, 
amd the Woman's Home and Foreign 
MirSfSionary Socrietioes· of tJhe viamious 
Churches, Ol'gani21e Mitssdoru Bands, 
wttJh rsul(Jh ·provtisfons as rt:hrey may dieffill 
aidvirSable, for thre purpose of .iystJema
tizing .aind b11ingi'ng -i:Il!to aetive seinnice 

all the available talent of the Connec
tion for evangelistic work. 1 

'Bsalms ii. 8; Matt. xxV'fii. 19; Luke 
xxiv. 45-47; Acts i. 8. 

S!ECTON XXL 

rBr0JctJi,oal Benevolem~e. 

Ques. Havie Wre any dl111ection1s Ito 
glive conoernJng priaotioa:l benevo1enc.e 
aimong urs? 

Ans. 1. That we may 'bocome 
obed:ient to t1he command of Christ to 
di'sciirple a11! nlations and carry the Gos
pel to reviery creia:tuoo, it ·is requiTreCI of 

. ' 
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all our ·dh urches to contri'bU'te an[}J1.IaJ11ly 
a sum equal to one doUair •per meililber 
for the promotion of our general 
c'hunch work, espelciany th•at of our 
ConniectJional sociie1ties. 'Dhe moneys 
thus rooelived. sh:al~l be app.Ued llIB fol
lows:-· 

(1) One-fourth for Foreign Mission
ary work. 

(2) One-fourth for general Home 
:Mii'ssionary work. 

(3) One-fourth 
work. 

for 
, 

Educational 

( 4) One-fourth to be retained by the 
A:nnua'1 Conforellloe cont'l'ilbut::ing, for 
m1is:s-iona.ry work within ~ts bounds axill 
u1nderr its dlir~ion. 

It sh'aill be tJh•e du<ty of <the p·astor to 
se1e that t!h:is fund .is raiood bly lt'he 
chunch or ahurrches consttitut>i!llJg hlis 
pa:stor!a1 -c'harge. We recomim.elllii tJhlrut 
he shaJll p!l"€'Sien't t'he subject of 'bhe 
chu'I'Clh benevoloemces d1urri111g 'tJhie .firs't 
qua.rteir of the. year a,nd taike ipleldges 
p·aya.ble mont~ly or qua.rtJel'ly , and ltlake 
collections paying thie fund ra.iood to tJhre 
conrJ'erenrce tireiasurerr quantienly. ft~ 
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shall receive the same from the c!hurehies 
ain<l pay it ovier to the <:onlereinoe trieaJSI... 

=er, 'taking receipt there.for; 1t:Jhe con
ference treasurer shall pay three-fourths 
of all moneys th.us received to the Con
nectional treasurer, taking his receipt 
therefor; <the Connootiorua.l ltrea.suoor 

shatl pia.Ss the fun:rls so r,eoetive'd into 'the 
t..rewmry of tJhe proper C'onnectJionrul 
society as proV'ided for. 

2. There shall be a fund in each 
Annual Conference for the support of 
superannuated ministers, their widows 
and orphans, to be distributed equally, 
or according to necessity, by each An
nual Conference at its annual sessions. 
Each Annual Conference shall appoint 
a responsible treasurer to take charge 
of said funds, and pay them out on its 
order, signed by its President and 
Secretary. 

It is expected that every member of 
our churches will contribute at least 
one penny a week to this fund. 

3. There shall be a fund for the 
indigent and sick, to be under the 
charge of each church for its own 
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needy, or for the needy of the other 
churches, when three-fourths of the 
church raising the fufl.d shall vote to so 
apply it. And when there are no indi
gent or sick, the funds may, on such 
vote, be applied to other benevolent 
purposes. 

One of the stewards of each church 
shall be designated by said church as 
treasurer, to hold and pay out said 
funds as directed by the church. 

4. Since the gold and silver, as well 
as the cattle upon a thousa!1d hills, be
long to God; and since every good and 
perfect gift rometh down from the 
Father of lights, so that we may say, 
"It is the Lord that giveth my friends, 
my wealth, my ease;" and since we are 
commanded to "honor the Lord with 
our substance, and the first fruits of 
all our increase;" and since we have 
abundant Scriptural examples in giving 
directions as to what shall be done after 
our • 'dece1j.5e;" and since the law of 
the State frequently gives our life-earn
ings to "heirs we know not whom," and 
the fruit of all our toil is turned against 
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t1he cause of God, a.nd lthe di.stll.ncbi~ re
forms we so mu.c.h love, therefore we 
earnestly recommeru:I our peo~Le evrery. 
where, in case the laws of the State 
woU:ld not dtispose of their property ito 
th·e ihighest g(lory of God., were they to 
d'iie to-day, rto imIIre<JJiartely exieculte, .iiJl 
a careful an.d legia,l manruer, 1tlhiafr last 
wilil anid test.aiment. 

Further, that so far as practtoable, 
eaah person 'become Ms own executor. 
Finally, we recommen'd to <tJhieir fiavor
able colllSidiera.mon and bequests !the 
Wesleyan M~thodisrt Co11I1J0Cti9n (w 

Church) of America, ~ncoriporaitJe; rtihe 
Woole.ya,n Methodist Pulbl.LShting Asso
oiation of Ameriica; tlhe MiS8'iOlllary 
Sooiety of ·the Wesleyan Met!hodist 
Conniection of Amiertica; 1the Sll!J,llelrani

nuated Miin;i,siten;• Atd Society of tlhe 
Wesleyan 'Methodii.srt Gonnootlion of 
All:nerioa; ranld ltlhie Wesleyan EdUJCa.
tJional Sociiety. Beqwesit.s intendieid1 tor 
any of our educational institutions, may 
'ble madie throu,gh it.he Wes.Ieyia:n Educa.
tlion'3il SOC'iety. 
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Any person maldng a bequest shouid 
be careful to give 1the ;irucorporate Ill3JIIle 
of •t!he .society for wth'ich tihe ·gillt i.s in
tendield, as given above. 

Lu.Ke vi. 38; I. Cor. xvi. 1, 2; II. Cor. 
~x. 6-8. 

SECTION XXII. 

Tithing. 

Lt js the judgmerut of the Wesleyan 
Me<~hodiist Connection that 'tJhe law Olf 

tithing is Scriptural and God requires 
atll His people Ito rpay Rim the !IJenltJh 
of all their increase. We do therefore 
recommend:-

1. T1ha.t an our people tithe, and llha't 
they sulbscr.ibe themselves into a. denom
·inJationail 'llithing Untion. 

2. Tlhat ~h churdh and Annual 
Conference elect a tithing secretary 
wlhooe duty Lt shall be to keep a. •ti'tJhiing 
roH in wh'ich sha.11 be subscrilbed 0tJh.e 

nameis o.f our members wlho tithe, a.nld 
to gather .statistiics .in -eviidience of the 
verifi<latiion of God's piromi.ses respoot

ing ithie obserV'8'1loo of this law. 
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SECTION XXIII. 

Dress rund Furniiture. 
Tho Generail Confereruoe reco=ends 

,thaJt thiis secition l'lffillain as ·it now 
stla'nds tin our Discipline, and Tequests 
all our pastors and ·peopl]e to cariry oU't 
a1Il!d en:foroe thiese rules. 

Ques. 1. !Should we in'Sist on thie 
rules CO'Iloorn'ing dress? 

Ans. By 'all means. TbJis is 1110 

time to g;ive erucouragemll'Ilt to super
fluity of apparel. Therefore let none 
be received into the church until they 
have 1lef!t off the werurirng of golid a.nJd 
suvertluous orniaments. In ordle.r to 
thiis: A 

(: 

(1) In visiting the classes be very 
m:ild, but Vlery strict. 

(2) Allow of no exempt case; better 
one suffer '!Jhan many. 

QUJeS. 2. Shoulid we insi~ on plaJin 
dress? 

Ans. Cetillaiinly. We should not on 
any accoll'Illt spend what ·tihe Lo!"d has 
puJt ~n<to our hands, as sllewardrS, to be 
used for his glory, in ·expensi.re wearing 
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(apparel, when thousands are suffering 
for food amd raiment, and IIlilllions per- ) 
isluing for the Wol'd of 1Jtfe. Let t'he 
dr·ess of 1eviery memb<:jr of th~ Wiesleyan 
Methodiilst Cornnootion be ri]aim. Lat 
bhie .st1'1i10best aconomy l:Jie, used in •tlruese 
espects. 

And we do not onlly •enjoin on all 
who fear God' p1l•ain l'lr~ss" bUlt we would 
rteicdmm·end Ito our p•reaclh>ems larnd peo
p1'e, iaccordli<Illg to Mr. Wesiey's views, 
expressed in his sermon on the "Ineffi
ciency of C'h1I"istianlity," ·pwb~is'hleld but 
a few years be>fol"c •h'is daatlh, and con
tainling 'his 1maftured jwd1gment, diisitJLn
gu.is•h>ed p>lai•nness; pl1a:in•ruesB wMc:h 
will publicly commit them to the main
tenance of tlhtei:r C'h~i'sfia.n profession 
w'he1rev1er they may be. 

Ques. 3. Should our furniture, as 
wel!l as our dll"ess, be plain? 

Ans. By aN mea:ns. Let tlhe st11ict-
1EIB1t economy be observed in both. •Let 
no expetnStive furnitur:e or hitgih~priood 
carriages be used 'by w .eslwan Method
ists, WihJile t:h>ere is a s·ingle 'in'dlivM.uaI 
for whom Cl\mist died, hungry or 1I1akied1 
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or WlithoUJt th,e Word of •lillle. And let 
th.re same principle of sa.vi:n,g aill w~ can, 
th.at we may Ill.ave 1to giive to tlhos.e who 
need, govffi1U us in oontJing or bruildlilng 
'houses to 1Hve Ln. 
w~ cliisapp.rove of Ohiriistilans chang

ing their apparel in mourning for the 
clieiaJd; and rent~r our protest agiainst 
tlhte .extravagamt wasite of money, and 
rueed~ess expeinise, merely for diap,lay, on 
fun~l'lal ocoasions. 

Isa. iii. 16-24; Ezek. xiii. 18; I. Cor. 
x. 31; I. ".rirm. ill . 9, 10; I. Peter dili. 3, 4. 

SECTION XXIV. 

National Reform. 

It shall be the duty of the ministers 
and members of the Wesleyan Method
ist Connection to use their influence 
in every feasible manner in favor of a 
more complete recognition of the au
thority of Almighty God, in the secular 
and civil relations, both of society and 
of government, and the authority of 
our Lord Jesus Christ as King of 



138 NATIONAL REFORM. 

naitions as well as King 'Of 1saint:JS. We 

1!Jh~ore reqlllire: 
1. 11hat all our minis'ter.s a.nd mem

bers sha:ll favor the use of ,tJhe Bible ·in 

onr 1pubtl'ie oohools. 
Deut. vi. 7, 8; John v. 39. 
2. 'f1h~t ch:aplaincies ·iln the arm:y 

and ruavy, and in State .arud National 
Congress 'be not aJbol'iShed. 

I. Kings vii:i. 22-53; L Chron. 1iv. 10; 
Jll. Chron, xiv. 11, 12; I. 'l'im. .ii. 1, 2. 

3. 'l'haJt the SabbaitJh day 'be ob
served by cessation of all labor, and 
tlh.e poomission of .no ·e.xcu.rsions on .the 

Lord's day. 
Ex. xx. 8; Isa. lvi. 1-7; Iv;iili, 13, 14; 

Neh. x.iii. 15-18; Marki. 27, 28. 

4. 'flhiait 'thie n1ame of Ailmighrt:y God, 
a.s .the basis of autJhorl1ty in civ'il gov
ernment, shall be considered as one of 
the fun'd.amental principles of the W<>£r 

leyan l\let.lhod·ist Connection of Ameiniro, 
and thait Lt is the bolill'deJil duty of al:l 
OUII' miruLstiers and miemlbers :to use all 
feasible means to secure such amend
ments in National and State Constitu
tion&, so thait tJhe nairne of God shall 



PEACE. 139 

be irugertJed in rt:hese illlStrumeruts which 
He at the fourulat1ion of ciVJi1 govern
ment; as ~t 'is Oh:rist by wlhom klings 
r€iigm, and princes 1decree justioe. 

Psalms xxii. 28; xxxiil. 6-12; Isa. 'ix. 
6; Dan. vi;i. 13, 14; Re<v. XV'~i. 14. 

SECTION XXV. 

Peace. 

We believe thie Gospel of Ch~ist to 
be in:tendoo to extirplate tJhe pra.dtirce 
of wa:r, and lrence we oamnot but depre
oo.te tJhooo customs 'Wlhlilch ueedl1essly 
foster and perpetu1ate th1e war-spiriit. 
'Ve wil'l not cela.se to •pray and la'bor 
th'alt the period may soon arrive w:hen 
"Nations shaJl 1ea:rn wa:r no more." 

Isa. i:i. 2-4; Psa. lxxi:i. 7; Mica'h ·iv. 3, 
4; Zech. ix. 10; Luke ii. 14. 

SECTION XXVI. 

Secret Societies? 

Ques. Have we any d:irootions to 
gtive conoorn'ing Secret .Societi~!>? 

Ans. We w:ill on no account tole:r-
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ate our miniS!Jers a.n'd m~bers oin join
ing or 1hold'ing ff'llllowsh'ip with s€icret 
Societioes, as, in itlhe juldgment of t'h'e 
Wlesleyanl Methodlist Connection, it is 
inconsislterut wiHJh OUT d'ut:ies to God to 
hold sudh lto1eratlion. 

".Jelsus a'IlSwered 'him, I spake openly 
to the worlld; I evier taught in the 
synagogiue. and in t!hie llelmple, W1hi:ther 
the .Jews always resort; and in secret 
have I said notlhing." .Jdhn xvliii. 20. 

"Wberefore if they shlall say un.to 
you, Behold, he is In the desert; go not 
forth: behold, he is in the secret 
Chambers; be11'1eve ilt not." Mart:lt. xxiv. 

26. 

"But above 18Jll things, my bret!hren, 
swieair not, nci'theT by 'heavien, ooitiher 
by the earth, neither by any other 
oa.th; but Je1t youT yea 'be yea; and 
your naiy, mw; lest ye fall lnlto 1tellilJPta
tion." .James v. 12. 

Allso see. Lev. v. 4, 5; Isa. xxlix. 15; 
Mlatt. v. 34-36; xv. 13; Jdhn iii. 19, 20; 
II. Cor. ·iv, 1, '.!, and vi. 14-18; Eph. v. 
11, 12; .J. Joh!Il iv. 2, 3. 
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SECTION XXVII. 

Tempernmce and Plroh!ibition.. 

1. rwie believe tatail aibstiioornce from 
all intoxioating liquors as a beverage 
to be ,fue duity of aLl ChristJi:ans. We 
heartily flavor mora11 suasJion lllild 
the gospel remedy to save men from lthe 
drink hlaibiit. 

2. We ·beHeve that law must be an 
adjunct. of mornJJ. means iiil ordrer to 
suppress the traffic silde of 1tihlis evil. 
We 'beliieve tJhart; It/he State a:rnd !the 
citizen hJave solemn responsibiLlties 
anld dulties to 1perform in regard ito •this 
evil. w .e ·b0Heve thiat for 1Jhe .StaJte to 
enaclt any la:w to llioaense or 1tax lthe 
1traffic, or deriv:e .revenrue therefrom, is 
contrary to tJhe po~iicy of good govenn
merut, lllild bringis t!he Sltate 11Il!to guill1ty 
complicity with the 'traffic and• all itJhe 
evils growi·nig out of i't, a.nd is also un
Slcriptural and 1sinful in ·pr:inciple, and 
ougiht to be op·pos1ed by every Chl'is
ti.an 1an1d patrioL ·'We tJherafore be
lieve tJhat tJhe only 1true aind proper 
remed'Y for ithe gigan1uic evil of ·the 
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liquor traffic is its enrt;irre suppression, 
and ~halt all our peopl'e and true Chris
tJians every>w:hei;e should pray ·and v<Yte 
ag.a!insit this evil, and not suffrer rtJhem
selves to be contromed bry or support 
poli'tlioo.1 parties that are manaigied ,iJn 
tlh€ int01'€St of th~ d11i:nk rtraffic. 

Prov. iv. 14-17; Isa. v. 11-23; xxviii. 
7, 8; Matt. xxi. 12, 13, I. Car. v. 11-
13; Eph. iv. 27, 28; Jas. iv. 17. 

SECTION XXVIII. 

Tobacco. 
Ques. Have we any directions to 

give concerning the use of tobacco? 
Ans. In the judgment of the Wes

leyan Methodist Connection the use of 
tobacco is a great evil, and unbecom
ing a Christian, and a waste of the 
Lord's money, and a defilement of the 
body, which should be the temple of 
the Holy Ghost. We do, therefore, 
most earnestly request our members to 
be clean from its use in all forms, for 
Jesus's sake. 

We will not receive as licentiates or 
ministers, nor will we ordain or license 
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to preach, or exhort, persons who use 
tobacco. 

SECTION XXIX. 

Necessity of Union Among Ourselves. 

Let us be deeply sensible (from what 
we have known) of the evil of division, 
in principle, spirit or practice, and the 
dreadful consequences to ourselves and 
others. If we are united, what can 
stand before us? If we divide, we 
shall destroy ourselves, the work of 
God, and the souls of our people. 

In order to a closer union with each 
other, let us be deeply convinced of the 
absolute necessity of it. 

Pray earnestly for, and speak freely 
to each other. 

When we meet, let us never part with
out prayer. 

Take great care not to despise each 
other's gifts. 

Never speak lightly of each other. 
Let us defend each other's character 

in everything, so far as is consistent 
with truth. 
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Labor in honor, each to prefer the 
other before himself. 

Rom. xii. 9, 10; xv. 5-7; Phil. ii. 1, 2; 
I. Peter i. 22; iii. 8; iv. 8. 

SECTION XXX. 

Marriage. 

Ques. Do we observe any evils 
which have prevailed in regard to mar
riage and divorce? 

Ans. 1. Many Christians have 
ried with unawakened persons. 
has produced bad eft'ect; they 
either been hindered for life, or 
turned back to perdition. 

mar
This 
have 
have 

We do not prohibit our people from 
marrying persons who are not of our 
Connection, provided such persons 
have the form and are seeking the 
power of godliness; but we are deter
mined to discourage their marrying 
persons who do not come up to this de
scription. 

Ans. 2. We regard no cause of di
vorce justifiable, except adultery; and 
if any of the members of the churches 
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dissolve the marriage contract for any 
other cause, and the offending party 
shall marry during the life time of the 
other, he or she shall be expelled as for 
other immoralities. 

We recommend that the following, or 
some similar form of marriage ceremony 
be used: 

Form. 
You present yourselves before God 

and these witnesses to be joined to
gether in holy wedlock. This is an 
honorable estate, instituted of God in 
the time of man's innocency, and should 
not be entered upon unadvisedly or 
lightly. 

But believing that you have duly 
considered the solemn obligations you 
are about to assume, and that you are 
prepared to enter upon the same dis
~reetly, advisedly, and in the fear of 
God, I shall propose to you the mar
riage covenant. 

Ques. Will you take each the other 
respectively as husband and wife; to 
live together after 
the holy state of 

God's ordinance in 
matrimony? Will 
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you love, cherish, honor, and keep 
each other in prosperity and adversity; 
in sickness and in health; forsaking all 
others, cleave each to the other, so long 
as you both shall live? 

Ans. I will. 
In token of your assent to this cove

nant you will JOm your right hands 
(this done); and what God hath joined 
together, let no man put asunder. 

I•'orasmuch as you have now con
sented together in holy wedlock, and 
have signified the same before God 
and these witnesses, by joining your 
hands, I pronounce you husband and 
wife together, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Amen. (Prayer.) 

Gen. xxiv. 3, 4; xxvii. 46; Prov. 
xviii. 22; xxxi. 10-12; Matt. v. 31, 32; 
xix. 9; 11. Cor. vi. 14; Heb. xiii. 4. 

SECTION XXXI. 

The Book Concern. 
1. '!'here shall be in the city of Syr

acuse, New York, a Book Committee, 
which shall be composed of the Connec-
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tional Editor, · Connectional Agent 
and Secretary, and Missionary Secretary, 
and twelve members, who shall be elect
ed by the General Conference, six of 
whom shall be elders and six laymen. 

This Committee shall constitute the 
Board of Managers of the Connectional 
societies located at Syracuse, N. Y., 
s~ch as the Wesleyan Methodist . Pub
lishing Association of America; the 
Missionary Society of the W~sleyan 
Methodist Connection of America; 
the Wesleyan Educational Society; the 
Superannuated Ministers' Aid Society 
of the Wesleyan Methodist Connection 
of America. 

The trustees of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Connection (or Church) of 
America, incorporate, shall consist of 
three elders and two laymen, to be 
elected by the General Conference, by 
ballot, from members of the Book Com
mittee who reside in the State of New 
York. 

2. There shall be published by the 
Wesleyan Methodist Publishing Asso
ciation one religious newspaper, to be 
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called the Wesleyan Methodist, and four 
Sabbath-school helps, to be called the 
Children's Banner, Good Words, Our 
Early Seekers, Our Temperance Paper, 
and the Iconoclast Sunday-school Les
son Helps, under the supervision of the 
Connectional Editor. 

3. The Book Committee shall deter
mine the salaries of the Connectional 
Editor, Connectional Agent and Secre
tary, and Missionary Secretary. It may 
determine, also, what books shall be 
published, and the price of the same, in 
accordance with the acUon of the Gen
eral Conference. 

It shall have power to fill all vacan
cies that may occur in the committee 
during the interval of the General Con
ference. And it may remove the Con
nectional Editor, Connectional Agent 
and Secretary, and Missionary Secretary 
if it judge the interest of th~ cause re
quires such removal, and may fill their 
places until the next session of the Gen
eral Conference. This committee shall 
make, or cause to be made, an annual 
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exhibit of the state of the Book Concern 
to the Annual Conferences, and shall al
so present a full report to the General 
Conference. 

4. Eight members of the committee 
shall constitute a quorum for the trans
action of business, except in the removal 
of the Connectional Editor, Connec
tlonal Agent and Secretary, or Mission
ary Secretary; when it shall require a 
vote of two-thirds of all the members of 
the committee in favor of removal. 

5. Meetings of the Book Committee 
may be called at any time by the Agent, 
or by any three members of the com
mittee; and the Secretary shall notify 
the members, unless notice be given in 
the Wesleyan Methodist. 

6. It shall be the duty of Wesleyan 
ministers and preachers to extend the 
circulation of our books and periodi
cals and -to see that the Wesleyan 
Methodist is taken by every family in 
the Church. They shall receive ten per 
cent. on all subscriptions sent to the 
Wesleyan Methodist, where the full 
amount of $1.50 is remitted. 
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7. All the property of the Book Con
cern shall be held in trust for the 
Wesleyan Methodist Connection (or 
Church) of America, by the Wesleyan 
Methodist Publishing Association of 
America, incorporated in the year 1862. 

SECTION XXXII. 

Boundaries of the Annual Conferences. 

1. Allegheny Conference shall com
prise all of the State of Pennsylvania 
lying west of a line running due south 
from the western border of Tioga coun
ty, except the counties 'Of Potter, Cam
eron, Elk, and McKean; and that por
tion o~ Eastern Ohio included within the 
following bmmdary: Beginning at 
Steubenville, on the Ohio River, and 
running west, following the stage road 
to Massillon, by the way of Canton; 
thence up the canal to the city of Cleve
land. 

2. The Canada Conference shall com
prise the provinces of Ontario and Que
bec, Canada. 
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3. The Central Ohio Conference shall 
be bounded on the east by the Allegheny 
Conference and comprise that part of 
the State of Ohio east and north of a 
line running south from Sandusky Bay 
along the Sandusky River to Upper San
dusky, and passing along the west line 
of Delaware county thence down the 
Sciota River to a point on the northern 
border of the southern tier of counties 
of Ohio-thence along the northern and 
western borders of these counties to 
the county of Monroe. But the churches 
in Washington county shall be left to 
elect to which Conference they shall be
long. Donahue, West Virginia Mission 
shall be a part of this Conference. 

4. Champlain Conference shall com
prise the State of Vermont, all of New 
England east of Vermont, and Essex, 
Clinton, Franklin, St. Lawrence, War
ren, Hamilton and Saratoga counties, 
in the State of New York. 

5. Dakota Conference shall include 
North and South Dakota. 

6. The Georgia Conference shall 
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comprise the States of Georgia and 
Florida. 

7. llhnois Conference shall comprise 
the State of Illinois and Palmyra and 
Sugar Creek Circuit in Wisconsin. 

8. Indiana Conference shall comprise 
the State of Indiana. 

9. lowa Conference shall comprise the 
State of Iowa, and all of the State of 
Nebraska except Chester, Dawson and 
Clay county Missions. 

10. Kansas Conference shall include 
the States of Kansas and Missouri, and 
Chester, Dawson and Clay counties in 
Nebraska. 

11. Lockport Conference shall be 
botmded as follows, viz.: Beginning 
at the mouth of the Genesee River, 
following said river in the direction to 
include Mount Morris; thence south
east along the canal to the village of 
Dansville; thence along the dividing 
line between Steuben and Allegany 
counties to the Pennsylvania line; 
thence west along said line to the 
south-west corner of Chautauqua 
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county; thence north along the west 
line of said county to Lake Erie; thence 
along said lake, Niagara River and 
Lake Ontario to. the place of begin
ning. Said conference shall also include 
Potter. Cameron, Elk and McKean coun
ties in Pennsylvania. 

12. Miami Conference shall comprise 
that part of Ohio not included in Alle
gheny, Central Ohio, and South Ohio 
Conferences. 

13. Michigan Conference shall com· 
prise all of that part of the State of 
Michigan not included in the North 
Michigan Conference, and Williams, 
Fulton and Lucas counties In the State 
of Ohio. 

14. Minnesota Conference shall com
prise the State of Minnesota. 

15. New York Conference shall com
prise so much of the State of New York 
as is not included in the Champlain, 
Syracuse, Rochester, and Lockport Con
ferences; and New Jersey, Eastern 
Pennsylvania, and all of the New Eng
land States south of Vermont. 

16. North Carolina Conference shall 
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comprise the State of North Carolina. 
17. North Michigan Conference shall 

comprise all that part of the State of 
Michigan included within the following 
boundary: Starting from the north-west 
corner of Ottawa county; thence run
ning due east to the west line of Gen
esee county; thence due north to Sag
inaw City; thence along the Saginaw 
River to Saginaw Bay. 

18. Rochester Conference shall be 
comprised of all that part of the State 
of New York lying west of the Syracuse 
Conference, not included in the Lock
port Conference, and that part of the 
State of Pennsylvania not included in 
other conferences. 

19. South Carolina Conference shall 
include the State of South Carolina. 

20. South Ohio Conference shall com
prise that part of Ohio lying southerly 
from a line commencing at Richmond, 
Indiana, and running along the Pan 
Handle Railroad to Xenia, Ohio; thence 
east to the west line of the Central Ohio 
Conference; thence south along this line 
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to the northern border of the southern 
tier of the counties of Ohio; thence 
east along said northern border to the 
county of Washington; thence south to 
the Ohio River; also the States of West 
Virginia and Kentucky. 

21. Syracuse Conference shall be 
bounded as follows: Beginning at the 
north-east corner of Jefferson county, 
N. Y., following the water to the Big 
Sodus Bay; thence south to Cayuga 
Lake; thence through said lake 
to Ithaca; thence south on the line 
between Chemung and Tioga counties to 
the line of Pennsylvania; thence down 
the Susquehanna River so far as to in
clude our work in that direction; thence 
east to the line of the New York Con
ference. 

22. Tennessee Conference shall com
prise the State of Tennessee. 

23. Willamette Conference shall in
clude the States of Oregon, California 
and Washington. 

24. \Visconsin Conference shall in
clude the State of Wisconsin except, 



156 CHURCH PROPERTY. 

Sugar Creek and Palmyra circuit . 
.:ltations and circuits located on Con

ference lines are authorized to elect to 
which conference they shall belong, 
consulting their convenience of travel 
and associations. 

SECTION XXXIII. 

Securing Titles to Church Property. 
The laws of the several States are so 

various that no specific rule can be 
given which will meet the requirements 
of the diversified statutes under which 
churches have to organize. The fol
lowing general rules, if attended to, 
will secure the end aimed at:-

1. Before taking a deed, examine the 
laws of the State and see that the church 
or society is organized, and trustees ap
pointed according to the requirements 
of the statute. 

2. Let the property be deeded to the 
trustees, in trust for that particular 
society, giving its corporate name in 
the deed; provided if said church shall 
ever cease to exist, said property shall 
revert to the Annual Conference, which 
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shall be an incorporated body wherever 
practicable, and shall have power to or
der the sale of said property, and to 
appropriate the funds so received to the 
building of new houses of worship, or· 
parsonages for the Wesleyan Methodist 
Connection (or Church) of America, 
within the bounds of said Conference. 
Said church shall be deemed to have 
ceaserl to exist when said property is 
not used statedly for one and one-half 
years for the benefit of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Connection (or Church) of 
America. 

3. In all conveyances of ;;round for 
the erection of houses of worship, or 
upon which they may have been erected, 
let the following clause be inserted at 
the proper place: In trust, that said 
premises shall be used, kept, main
tained and disposed of, as a place of di
vine worship, for tne use of the ministry 
and membership of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Connection (or Church) of 
America; subject to the Discipline, 
usage, and ministerial appointments of 
said Church, as from time to time au-
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thorized and declared by the General 
Conference of said church, and the An
nual Conference in whose bounds the 
said premises are situated. 

In all conveyances of ground for tbe 
erection of dwelling-houses for the use 
of the preachers, or upon which they 
may have been erected, let the follow
ing clause be inserted at the proper 
place: In trust,that said premises shall 
be held, kept, and maintained as a place 
of residence for the use and occupancy 
of the preachers of the Wesleyan Meth
odist Connection (or Church) of 
America, who may from time to time be 
stationed in said place, subject to the 
usage and discipline of said Church, as 
from ti.me to time authorized and de
clared by the General Conference of 
said Church, and by the Annual Confer
ence within whose bounds said premises 
are situated. 

Building Churches. 

In order to prevent trouble and pro
vide against debt, it shall be the duty 
of each church or quarterly confer-
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ence, when it is contemplated to build a 
house of worship or parsonage:-

1. To elect not less than three nor 
more than seven trustees, and have 
them proceed to incorporate in accord 
with the State laws. 

2. To secure a lot settled according 
to provision set forth in our Discipline .. 

3. Appoint a judicious building 
committee, or authorize the trustees to 
secure plans for said building and an 
estimate of its cost. 

4. To secure three-fourths of the 
amount estimated for said building be
fore letting of any contract; and to build 
no house of worship or parsonage on 
any leased ground. 

In all cases where debts are incurred 
in building houses of worship or par
sonagei:; contrary to or in disregard of 
these requirements, we will, as a Con
nection, discountenance any appeal 
made for funds to aid in the liquida
tion of said debt, except such appeals 
come by the sanction of the Annual 
Conference. 
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Church Extension. 

1. There shall be a Board of Church 
Extension of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Connection (or Church) ·of America, 
under the direction and control of the 
Missionary Society of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Connection of America. 

2. lt 1:1hall have authority to make 
by-laws for its government; to provide 
for and administer upon a Church Aid 
Fund; to hold in trust any real estate 
or personal property, and to dispose of 
the same for the use and benefit of the 
Church Extension Society. 

3. All loans to churches shall be se
cured by real estate; and the aggregate 
amount of loans or aid to any con
ference in any year shall not exceed the 
amount accruing from funds raised 
within the bounds of said conference 
during that year, unless by a special ac
tion of the Parent Board. 

4. Each Annual Conference Mission
ary Society shall be constituted a Con
ference Board of Church Extension, and 
shall, under the direction of the Parent 
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Board, have charge of all interests and 
work of church extension within its 
conference borders; and shall make 
due effort to raise the amount assessed 
by the Parent Board, as well as secure 
bequests, donations and loans to the Aid 
:F'und. 

5. All applications for aid or loans to 
any ehurch shall be made first to the 
Conference Board . of Church Exten-
sion, and after due examination, all ' 
applications found to be worthy shall 
be recommended by the Conference 
Board to the Parent .Board for their 
consideration and final action. 

6. In order to create and maintain a 
Church Aid Fund, every preacher in 
charge of a work shall urge his people 
to pay, eacb year, a sum not less than 
fifteen cents per member to this fund. 
which shall by him be reported to con
ference, and the money paid to confer
ence treasurer at his earliest conven
ience. 

7. All applications for aid shall be 
made on blanks furnished by the Par-
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ent Board to the Conference Board, and 
shall cover the following ground, to 

wit:-
(1) Number of church members, 

Sunday-school children, and size of con
gregation to be accommodated. 

(2) Legal incorporation of the Board 

of Trustees. 
(3) Location of lot. size, value, and 

if it will be deeded according to blank 
furnished by Parent Board of Church 

Extension. 
( 4) Description of building: 1. Size; 

2. Cost; 3. Available subscription; 4. 
Other resources to raise debt; 5. Pros
pect of the church being self supporting; 
6. Will the trustees bind themselves to 
keep the building insured? 

8. In purely mission fields the Par
ent Board may appropriate directly, 
upon compliance with paragraph seven 
concerning blanks, except applications 
shall be made direct to Parent Board, 
and by the same furnished with blanks. 
In such cases the title to such propert:y-
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shall rest in the Parent Board of 
Church Extension. 

SECTION XXXIV. 

Course of Study. 

We feel deeply the importance of a 
higher standard for our ministry than 
we have heretofore been able to main
tain. In our denominational youth 
there have been difficulties in our way, 
which we trust are disappearing at our 
approach to a more mature age. At 
our organization in 1843 our ministry 
was composed principally of such as 
had received orders in other denomina
tions, and for several years our largest 
accessions were from the same sources; 
and though among them were some 
very able ministers, others fell below 
the proper standard of qualification for 
the sacred office. 

The great want of ministers to sup
ply our needy yet spreading fields of 
labor, led to the reception of too large 
a portion of such as offered themselves, 
and also to the ordination of men 
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among ourselves of like deficiencies, 
and there is now no doubt that our 
necessities, in some instances at least, 
betrayed us into an unwise course. But 
we are satisfied that the time has fully 
come when we must elevate our minis
terial standard to a point which will 
better correspond to the wants of our 
denomination, and the demands of the 
age in which God in His Providence 
has called us into existence as a dis
tinct religions power. As we all be
lieve in an over-ruling and guiding 
Providence, we must suppose that God 
had an end to secure, hy calling us into 
existence as a denomination, through 
such trials, conflicts and sacrifices as 
marked every step in the · process; and 
we shall act a wise part by preparing 
ourselves! in every available method , 
for the achievement of useful ends; and 
we are confident that no one measure 
will do more in this direction than to 
raise up a well-educated and efficient 
ministry. 

We therefore require that no Annual 
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Conference receive any licentiate to 
travel under its direction until his 
recommendation be accompanied with 
the examination papers of the Quarterly 
Conference, including the questions and 
answers of such examination which 
shall have been conducted in writing. 
provided when the Annual Conference 
shall deem it for the promotion of the in
terests of the churches and Conference 
it may order the preliminary exa.mina
tion conducted by the committee on 
ltinerancy and Orders. The prelimin
ary course shall include English Gram
mar, Arithmetic, Geography, and Eng
lish Composition. (Any text book of 
the Grammar school may be used.) 

·we also require that the Annual Con
ferences ordain no person to the offic·~ 
and work of an elder in the Church of 
God until they have passed examinatiou 
in the disciplinary course of study un
der the following con1litions: 

1. The candidate must be given a 
written examination upon all the text 
books. 
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2. There must be an average stand
ing of at least seventy-five per centum 
in the preliminary course and in each 
year of the regular course, and no paper 
shall be accepted which shows a stand
ing less than sixty per centum. 

3. Each candidate must also be ex-
aruined orally regarding personal 
Christian experience and their personal 
belief in the doctrines held by Wesleyan 
Methodists. 

Course of Study. 

First Year. 
Binney's Compend; Wesley's Plain 

Account of Christian Perfection ; Wes
leyan Methodist Discipline; Wesley's 
Sermons, Vol. I. ; Lectures on Preach
ing, Simpson. 

Course of Reading.-Watson's Life 
of Wesley; Life of St. Paul, Stalker; 
The Revival and the Pastor, Peck. 

Second Year. 
Lee's Theology; Blackburn's Church 

History (first half); Kidder's Homilet
ics; Natural Theology, Lee; Mcllvaine's 
Christian Evidences; D'Aubigne's His-
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tory of the Reformation; Wesley's Ser
mons, Vol. II. 

Course of Readlng.-Life of Christ, 
Stalker; Nelson on Infidelity. 

Third Year. 

Lee's Theology; Angus' Hand-book of 
the Bible; Mental Philosophy, Haven's; 
D'Aubigne's History of the Reforma
tion, continued; Blackburn's Church 
History (second half); Wayland's Mor
al Science; Philosophy of the Plan of 
Salvation, Walker. 

Course of Reading.-Life ·of Hester 
Ann Rogers; Love Enthroned, Steele. 

[Note.-Tbose who have already purchased the 
books of the old course, shall be permitted to take 
examination in such books; but all who purchase 
new books shall be required to take the rourse u pro
vided above. The annnal conferences shall accept the 
standings of Houghton College In all of the studies 
prescribed In the foregoing section, reserving the right 
to examine all snch persons orally or In writing as to 
doctrinal beliefs and belief in the goYernment of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Church.] 

SECTION XXXV. 

Statistics. 
It shall be the duty of each Annual 
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Conference, through its secretary, to 
answer the following questions, and for
ward the same immediately upon ad
journment to the Connectional Editor 
for publication in the Wesleyan Meth

odist: 
1. How many elders are on the con

ference roll? 
2. \Vho of the elders are on the sta

tioned list? 
3. Who of the elders are left without 

appointment? 
4. ·who of the elders are on the su

perannuated list? 
5. Who of the elders have been de

posed this year? 
6. Who of the elders have withdrawn 

this year: (1) By transfer? (2) By let
ter of standing? 

7. Who of the elders have died this 
. year? 

8. How many licentiates are re
ported from the quarterly conference 

rolls? 
9. Who of the licentiates are on the 

stationed list? 
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10. What has been contributed on 
the several circuits and stations for the 
support of: (1) Preaching? (2) Missions? 
(3) Education? ( 4) Sunday-schools? (5) 
Dollar Plan? (6) Superannuated minis
ters? (7) Evangelists? (8) Incidental 
expenses? (9) Building and repairs? 
(10) All other benevolent objects? (11) 
Total amount contributed? 

11. What number are in connection: 
(1) Full membership? (2) Probationers? 

12. Sunday-sc)lools: (1) Number of? 
(2) Superintendents? (3) Scholars? (4) 
Teachers? 

13. When and where shall the next 
conference be held? 

14. How is the work supplied? 
15. Who are the conference officers? 
Immediately after ihe last conference 

report of the conferences holding ses
sions in the spring, and the same of the 
conferences holding sessions in the fall , 
are received for publication, the Con
nectional Editor shall cause to be for
mulated, for publication in the Wesley
an Methodist, a summary of the reports, 
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including the post-office addresses of the 
members of the Annual Conferences, 
which shall be furnished for that pur
pose by the several secretaries -of the 
Annual Conferences at the time of mak
ing the reports above provided for. 

It is also required that each Annual 
Conference shall require the pastors in 
charge to report complete and accurate 
statistics according to the blank form 
provided in the Discipline, and no An
nual Conference shall have authority to 
pass the character of any pastor who 
neglects to perform this service, except 
by a two-thirds vote, and said vote 
shall be made a part of the permanent 
records of the conference. 
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OF-- CHARGE,------, PASTOR. 

PASTOR'S LABORS. 
Time Employed ......•. ..... .. ... . 
Appointments . .••.. . .....•......••. 
Number of Churches ..•... . . . ..... 

MEKBERSHIP. 
Received .....• ••. ......•...... ..... 
Expelled ......•••....•.•..•....... 
Discontinued ....••••.. ...•.• ...•.•• 
Died ...•.. ... ..••• .•. . . •........... 
Granted Letters ............. . ... .. . 
Present Numbers ............ . ..... . 
Baptized .. . . . .... ...............•.• 
Unstationed Elders .....••....... ... 
Licentiates ........... ... .......... . 

PBRIODICALS. 
Wesleyan Methodists taken .......• 
Children's Banners " ........ r 
Good Words " 
Our Early Seekers 
Our Temperance Paper 
Iconoclast Lesson Helps " 

SABBATH SCHOOLS. 
Number of .•.... .•.. .. ....•....•••• 

" " Superintendents . ..... . 
'' Teachers ......... .... . 
" Scholars .............. . 
" Books in Library ..... . 

CHURCH PROPERTY. 
Number of Meeting houses ......•.• 

Value of.... . .... ....... . 
Parsonages .. . ..... .. ........ . ... . . . 

Value of •.•..•............. 
AJllOUNT CONTRlBUTKD. 

Pastor's Salary •.• ., ............... . 
Evangelist's Receipts . ... ... ... .... . 
S~pe_rannnated Ministers ...•....... 
MI8810fl8 .•• .•.•...•..•••.•.••..••. 
Educational Enterprises ...•........ 
Dollar Plan ....................... . 
Sabbath Schools . ... . ......... .... . 
Building and Repairs .. ••.•........ . 
Incidental Expenses .. .• ••..••••.... 
Other Benevolent Objects ..• , .....• 



FORMS, CREDENTIALS, LICENSES, CERTIFICATES, &c. 

FORM OF A LICENSE TO EXHORT. 

This certifies that A--B, a member of the Wesleyan Metho
dist Church of--has .been and is hereby duly authorized to hold 
public meetings for the promotion of the cause of God, and to 
exercise himself as an exhorter in the Church of Christ. 

Done by order of the Quarterly Conference (or Church) of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Connection of C--, this--day of--. 

This License to be renewed yearly. 
E---F ---, Chairman. 

C--. -D---, Secretary . • 
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FORM OF A QUARTERLY CONFERENCE LICENSE 
TO PREACH. 

To all whom it may concern: 
This may certify that A-

B--, the bearer, having been duly recommended by the Church 
of which he is a member, and having been examined concerning 
his gifts, graces and usefulness, is judged by us to be a proper per
son; therefore he is hereby authorized to preach the Gospel ac
cording to the usages of the Wesleyan Methodist Connection (or 
Church) of America. 

Done at the Quarterly Conference, (or Church) of--, this-
day of--, A. D., 19-, and signed by its order and in its behalf 

C--- D---, Chairman. 
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FORM OF ANNUAL CONFERENCE LICENSE TO PREACH. 

To all whom it may concern : 
This may certify that A-

B--, the bearer, has been received by the ---- Annual 
·Conference to travel under its direction, and has been appointed 
by said Conference to pastoral labors therein ; therefore he is 
hereby authorized to preach the gospel according to the usages 
-of the Wesleyan Methodist Connection (or Church) of America. 

Done by the---- Annual Conference this ---day of 
----A. D. ---, and signed by its order and in its behalf. 

E--- F---, Secretary. 
C--- D---, Chairman. 

[This license is good for one year only.] 
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FORM OF A CERTIFICATE. 

FOR A STATIONED MINISTER OR PREACHER, WHO DESIRES TO 

REMOVE TO ANOTHER CONFERENCE. 

The bearer, J --L--, having fully complied with his engage

ments to the-----Annual Conference, his moral character 

standing fair, and being desirous of removing to another Confer

ence, is entitled to this certificate of his good standing. 

A---S---, President of the M---Annual Con

ference. January 1, 19-. 
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FORM OF A CERTIFICATE. 

FOR AN UNSTATIONED MINISTER OR PREACHER, WHO DESIRES TO 

REMOVE TO ANOTHER CIRCUIT, STATION OR CONFERENCE. 

The bearer, S---B---, an unstationed minister of the 

Wesleyan Methodist Connection (or Church) of America, being 

desirous of removing from this circuit, is entitled to receive from 

the undersigned this certificate of his good standing. 

F--- Circuit, January r, 19-. · 

W---P---, Preacher in Charge. 
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FORM OF ELDERS' CREDENTIALS. 

To whom it may concern : 
Be it known that C---D---, having been duly elected 

by the---Annual Conference of the Wesleyan Methodist Con
nection (or Church) of America, has been this day set apart, by 
the imposition of hands and prayer, to the office and work of an 
Elder in the Church of God so long as his life and doctrines shall 
comport with the Holy Scriptures. And he is hereby empowered 
and fully authorized to administer the Sacraments of Baptism and 
the Lord's Supper, solemnize Matrimony, and to feed the flock of 
Christ, taking oversight thereof, not as lord over God's heritage, 
but as being an example to the same. 

Signed by order, and in behalf of the aforesaid Annual Confer
ence held at---, this -- day of---, A. D., 19-. 
E--C---, Pres. E---F---Sec'y. 
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FORM OF A CERTIFICATE OF MEMBERSHIP.• 

This certifies that A---B---, the bearer, has been up 
to this date an acceptable member of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church in C---, and being desirous of removing from said 
Church, is hereby dismissed and cordially recommended to the 
Christian confidence of those to whom this certificate may be 
presented. 

Given on behalf of the aforesaid Church the -- day of -
A. D. -

E---F---, Pastor, (or Clerk.) 
*It is understood that the Church giving letters is to judge of the length 

of time letters, if not used, shall hold good. 
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FORM OF LETTER OF DISMISSAL. 

This certifies that A--- B---, the bearer, has been 

up to this date a member of the Wesleyan Methodist Church 

-at C---, and being desirous of withdrawing from said 

Church, is hereby dismissed. 

Given on behalf of the aforesaid Church this -- day 

-of - A. D.--

D--E--, Pastor, (or Clerk). 
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CERl'IFICA.TE OF ELECTION TO GENERAL CONFERENCE. 

This will certify that A-- B -- was duly elected a ministerial 
(or Jay) deleglite to the General Conference ot the Wesleyan Methodist 
Connection (or Church) of America, to be held at D--, begin
ning--. 

Done by the -- Annual Conference this --day of--. 
E-- H--, Chairman. 

C-- W--, Secretary. 

LETTER OF STANDING OF ELDER. 

This certifies that A--- B--, the bearer, an Elder. being In 
good standing In the C -- Conference of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Connection (or Church) of America, and being desirous of residing for 
a time without the bounds of said Conference, is entitled to tbls cer
tificnte of his good standing. 

A--- B---, President. 
Given at C-- this -- day of --. 

[Limited to one year.] 
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Man 's name. \ \Voman's name. I When married. I Whe.re Mar-I Min's 
ned. name 

T---S--1 E---R--- \ Dec. 9, 19-. !At the house \
1 
S-W 

of N-M-
I I 

FORM OF A REGLSTER OF BAPTISMS TO BE KEPT BY THE 
QUARTERLY CONFERENCE. 

Child's name. I 'Vhen born. 

C--E~ I Sep. 1, 19-. 

I 
When baptized. I Minister's I Par'ts 

name. name 

Dec. 5, 19-. IC--E-- 1 L--C-
F- -C-

I I 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR ADMISSION TO TRAVEL. 

To the members of the C-- Annual Conference, next to be 
held at D--, on the - day of--next. 

The Quarterly Conference (or Church) of--, being acquaint
ed with the gifts, grace and usefulness of our brother· E--F--, 
do hereby recommend him as a suitable person to be received to 
travel under your direction. 

Done this - day of--, 19-, by the aforesaid Quarterly 
Conference (or Church,) and signed in its behalf. 

G---H ---, Chairman. 
E--F--, Clerk. 
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FORM OF TRANSFER. 

The Bearer, A --- S---, a member in good standing in 
the 0-- Annual Conference, having requested to be transferred 
to the M--- Annual Conference, is hereby duly transferred. 

C---S---, President of the 0-- Annual Conference. 
To E---H---, President of the M-- Annual Confer

ence. January 1, 19-. 
CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION TO ANNUAL CONFER

ENCE. 
This certifies that A--B--, the bearer, was duly elected by 

the-- charge a delegate to the C--- Annual Conference of 
the Wesleyan Methodist Connection, to be held at D--- on 
the -- day of --- next. 

Done by the members of said charge, assembled this---
day of---, 19-. E---F ---, Chairman. 
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RECOMMENDATION TO A ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
FOR ELDERS' ORDERS. 

To the members of the C--Annual Conference of the Wesley
an Methodist Connection, next to be held at-, the-day of-next. 

The Quarterly Conference, (or Church,) of the--·circuit, (or 
station,) being acquainted with the gifts, graces and usefulness of 
our brother C--D--, do hereby recommend him as a suitable 
person to be ordained an Elder of the Church of God, he being a 
regular licensed preacher, and having passed examination satisfac
tory to us on Christian doctrine, and the Discipline and usages of 
the churches of the Wesleyan Methodist Connection. 

Done by the Quarterly Conference, (or Church), of--- this
day of---, 19-, and signed by its order and in its behalf. 

C---D---, Chairman. 
E---F---, Sec'y. or Clerk. 

...... 
~ 

"'.I 
0 

~ 
~ 
a 
~ 
~ 
t'l 
2 .., 
~ 
-"' 
:;.J .., 
r> 



ALPHABETICAL INDEX. 185 

ALPHABETICAL INDEX. 

Absent roembers dismissed, 83. 
Admission to travel, 52. 
Advisory Board, 71. 

member of, complainant in trial, 37. 
Agent of the Connection, 47. 

how elected, 47. 
a member of the Book Committee, 
146. 
a member of General Conference, 43. 

Agreement between ministers and 
churches, 54. 

Annual Conferences, 49. 
how composed, 49. 
how organized, 51. 
delegates to, bow elected, 50. 
power and duties of, 51. 
number and boundaries of, 150. 
to grant licenses, 64. 69, 72. 
report to be made by, 167. 

Appeal from the judgment of a com-
mittee, 36, 42. 

Articles of Religion, 3. 
Assistant pastors, 72. 
Bands, mission, 129. 
Baptism, nature of, 13. 

ministration of, to infants, 99. 
ministration of, to adults, 101. 

:Baptism and marriage register, 181. 
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Bequests, 132, 134. 
Board, Advisory, 71. 

executive, of Book Committee, 46. 
Book Concern, 146. 
Books and Periodicals, 59, 147, 149. 
Boundaries of Annual Conferences, 45, 

150. 
Burial of the dead, 107. 

needless expense in, 137. 
Call to preach, evidence of, 63. 
Certificate of membership, 178. 

churches not compelled to receive, 
27. 
reception of members on, 30. 
for removal of unstationed preach
ers, 176. 
for removal of stationed preachers, 
175. 
transfer of an elder, 183. 
of election to an Annual Conference, 
183. 
of election to General Conference, 
180. 

Charges, how preferred, 35. 
Christ, resurrection of, 4. 

the Son of God. 4. 
one oblation of, 15. 

Church, what constitutes a, l, 24. 
its power to form laws, 2. 
power of, in ministers and members, 
2. 
not to employ as pastor a person not 
a member of a conference, 55. 
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Church Extension, 160. 
Church property, securing titles to, 156. 
Church trials, 2, 33. 
Churches, reception and organization of, 

24. 
businese meetings of, 26. 
duties of, 27. 
class meetings of, 83. 
how tried for delinquencies, 39. 
loyal members to constitute, 40. 
not to hold fairs and festivals, 79. 
rites and ceremonies of, 15. 

Class leaders, how appointed, 82. 
duties of, 82. 

Committee, to appoint a president, 51. 
Corresponding, to secure a pastor, 
62. 
Judicial, in churches, 33. 
Judicial in Annual Conferences, 36. 
on Pastoral Relatiuns, 56. 
on ltinerancy and Orders, 53. 
to manage Book Concern, 146. 
on reception of members, 28. 
to recognize loyal members, 40. 

Complaint, against a church, 39. 
against a lay member, 35. 
against a licentiate, 38. 
against an elder, 36. 

Conference, General, 43. 
delegates to, how elected, 44. 
power of the, 47. 
time of holding the, 44. 
special session of, how called, 44. 
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Conference, Annual, 49. 
lay delegates to, how elected, 50. 
president and secretary of, 51. 
number and boundaries of fixed , 45. 
may adopt certain rules, 57. 

Conference, Quarterly, 61. 
chairman of, 61. 
four sessions of, 61. 
order of business of, 66. 
power of, 62. 
special session of, how called, 61. 

Corresponding committee, 62. 
Course of study, 163. 
Credenuals of elders, 184. 
Deacons received from other denomina

tions, 85. 
Dead, burial of the, 107. 

mourning for the, 137. 
Debts, dispute about the payment of, 41. 

for church property, 159. 
Defendant, privileges of a, 41. 
Delegates to General Conference, 44. 

to Annual Conference, 50. 
Directions to elders and preachers, 72. 
Discipline, not a substitute for the Holy 

Scriptures, vii. 
how changed, 48. 

Divine healing, 76. 
Divorce, 144. 
Dollar Plan, 129. 
Dress, plainness of recommended, 135. 
Drunkenness forbidden, 19. 
Duties, relative, 8. 
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Duty of ministers to God, themselves 
and one another, 113. 
of members to ministers and minis
ters to members, 3. 

Editor, how elected, 47. 
a member of Book Committee, 146. 
a member of General Conference,43. 

Educational insututions, 133. 
Elders, office of, 67. 

duties of, 67. 
election of, 51, 67. 
equality of, 2. 
may remove, 67. 
must be member of an Annual Con
ference, 68. 
ordination of, 86. 
on unstationed list, 54. 

Election of officers, of General Confer
ence, 45. 
of Annual Conference, 51. 

Elementary Principles, 1, 48. 
not to be changed by lreneral Con
ference, 47. 

Evangelists, 72. 
Evil speaking forbidden, 75. 
Examination, characters of ministers,58. 

of candidates in course of study, 
165. 
of candidates, for church member~ 
ship, 28. 

Executive Board of Book Committee. 46. 
Exhorters, 77. 
Fairs and festivals forbidden, 79. 
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Fast recommended, 75. 
Form of license to exhort, 172. 

license to preach, 173. 
Annual Conference license to preach , 
174. 
marriage ceremony, 145. 
stastistical report, 171. 

Free will, 9. 
General Conference, 43. 

delegates to, how elected, 44. 
time of holding, 44. 
special sessions how called, 44. 
restrictions on powers of, 41. ' 

General Judgment, 16. 
General Rules, 17. 
Gold forbidden as an adornment, 20, 135. 
Good works, 10. 
Holy Ghost, 5. 
Holy Scriptures sufficient for salvation, 

5. 
Infant baptism to be practiced, 13. 

form of, 100. 
Judiciary Committee, 36. 
Judiciary Rules, 33. 
Justification of man, 10. 
Lay representation in Judicial Commit

tee, 36. 
in General Conference, 43, 45. 
in Annual Conference, 50. 

Legal Societies, 133, 150. 
Letter of standing of members, 32, 178. 

of dismissal of members, 32, 179. 
of standing of elder, 68, 180. 
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of transfer of elder, 67, 183. 
Licentiates, by whom licensed, 62, 64, 

69. 
may be employed as pastors, 72. 
must be recommended, 63. 
how received from other denomin
ations, 85. 
how transferred, 69. 
to whom amenable, 70. 
qualifications of, 63. 

Lord's day, profanation of the, 19. 
Lord's Supper, nature of, 14. 

ministration of, 103. 
Marriage with unawakened persons dis

couraged, 144. 
by whom to be solemnized, 67. 
form of, 145. 

Members, how received, 28. 
uniting on certificate, 30. 
candidates examined by committee, 
28. 
dismissal if absent from worship, 
84. 
expected to attend worship, 22. 
for what expelled, 23. 
duties of, 3. 
rules governing, 19. 

Ministers, divinely called, 2. 
evidence of call, 63. 
under direction of conference, 53. 
may contract with churches, 54. 
when considered witharawn, 56. 
duties of, 3. 
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from other denominations, how re
ceived, 84. 

Missionary Secretary, 43. 
how elected, 47. 
a member of General Conference, 43. 
a member of Book Committee, 146. 
duties of, 123. 

Missions, Parent Board, 123. 
Annual Conference Society, 125. 
(;u.urch Societies, 126. 
meetings to be held, 126. 
Woman's Home and Foreign, 127. 
bands, conference and church, 129. 
collections for, 73, 126. 

Monthly business meetings, 26, 61, 66. 
National reforms, 137. 
Oblation of Christ, 15. 
Officers of the Connection, 67. 
Old Testament, relations to the New 

Testament, 7. 
Ordination of elders, 86. 
Origin of the Connection, iii. 
Original sin, 9 . 
.tcastoral relations may be sustained by 

licentiates, 52, 72. 
visiting, 116. 
Committee on, 56. 

Pastors, duty of, 73. 
directions to, 73. 
to preside over meetings, 33, 61. 
must be member of conference ana 
church, 55. 

Peace, 139. 
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Practical benevolence, 29, 129. 
Preachers, how licensed, 62. 

duty of, 69, 113. 
Preaching, matter and manner of, 111.. 
President of General Conference, 45. 

of Annual Conference, 51. 
duties of, 70. 
advisory board for, 71. 

Private opinion, right of, 1. 
Probationers, 27. 
Profanity forbidden, 19. 
Prohibition of the liquor traffic, 141. 
Prudential means, 115. 
Quarterly Conferences, 61. 

chairman of, 61. 
four regular sessions of, 61. 
powers of, 62. 
special sessions, how called, 61. 
to grant licenses, 63. 
order of business of, 66. 

Reception of members, 28. 
of ministers from other denomina
tions, 84. 

Recommendation for eider's orders, 184: 
for admission to,. travel, 182. 

Record of membership, 32. 
Regeneration, 11. 
Register of marriage, 181. 

of baptism, 181. 
Relative duties, 8. 
Religion, Articles of, 3. 
Resurrection of Christ, 4. 

of the dead, 16. 



• 
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Revising class books, 73. 
Sabbath desecration, 19 . 
Sabbath schools, 59, 110. 
Sacraments, 13. 
Sanctification, 12. 
Scriptures, sufficiency of the, 1, 5, 23. 
Secret societies, 34, 139. 

members of to be labored with, 34. 
Securing titles to church property, 156. 
Sin after justification, 11. 
Slavery, 20. 
Son of God, 4. 
Statistical report, 171. 
Stewards, appointment and duties of, 78. 
Sunday school literature, 59, 110, 148. 
Supper, our Lord's, 103. 
Temperance, 141. 
Tithing, 59, 134. 
Tobacco, 142. 
Transfer of elders, 67. 

of licentiates, 69. 
Treasurers of church funds, 65. 
Trial of members, 35. 

of elders, 36. 
of licentiates, 38. 
of churches, 39. 

Trinity, doctrine of, 3. 
1'rnstees of local churches, 77, 156. 

of Connection (or Church) incor
porate, 147. 

Union among ourselves, 143. 
Unstationed elders, 50, 54. 
Visiting from house to house, 116. 
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Wesleyan Connection (or Church) his-
tory of, iii. · 

Wesleyan Methodist, 147. 
Will, freedom of the, 9. 
Wills, making of, 132. 
Works, good, 10. 
Worship, order of public, 109. 
Young People's meeting, 111. 


