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PREP ACE. 

THE undersigned were appointed a Com• 
mittee, at the late General Conference, to 
prepare a shott account of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Connection of America, to be 
inserted in the Discipline : but, as they 
have been located in different places, and 
as some of them have been in the midst of 
preparations for removing the Concern to 
New York, from the time of the adjourn
ment of the Conference to the present mo
ment, they have not been able to devote 
any attention to the subject. They how
ever submit a few thoughts now, with the 
hope of being able to present a more full 
and perfect sketch, for a future edition of 
the Discipline. 

The secession of Messrs. J. Horton, 0. 
Scott and L. R. Sunderland, from the M. 
E. Church, took place on the 4th of N ovem
ber, 1842, - simultaneously with which 
was started a paper called " The True Wes
leyan." In the latter part of the same 
month, Luther Lee left the same old hive; 
and in December following, L. C. Matlack, 
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then a stationed M. E. preacher in the city 
of Boston, identified himself with the" New 
Movement." From this time the secession 
went on rapidly,- so that in a few months 
almost every portion of the M . E. Church 

felt its influence. 
A Convention was held the following 

F ebruary, at Andover, Mass., of the sece
ders, to take measures for holding a Gen
eral Convention in the Spring, for the pur
pose of effecting a permanent organization. 
Accordingly a mass Convention assembled 
on the last day of May, consisting ofminis
ters and laymen, which formed the" Wes
leyan Methodist Connection of America." 

'The ministry at this time were about 
two hundred, and the membership about 
six thousand strong. The COI)nection was 
divided into six annual conferences, and a 
General Conference was appointed to be 
held on the first Wednesday in October• 
1844. This conference has been held, and 
the Discipline has undergone a thorough 
revision . The revised edition is the one 
we now present to the Wesleyans. 

It was ascertained, at the late General 
Conference, that the Connection had in-
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creased, in the space of sixteen mouths, from 
two to five hundred in the ministry, and from 
six to fifteen thousand in the membership. 
The Wesleyans are now divided into ten 
1mnnal conferences, scattered from Maine 
to Iowa. The Connection is now in a state 
of prosperity. Preparations are making' in 
several places for literary institutions . The 
True Wesleyan and the Book Concern 
are now the property of the Church, and 
are located in New York City. The next 
General Conference is to be held in New 
York, on the second Wednesday in Octo-

ber, 1848. 
It should have been mentioned that a 

small secession had taken place in Utica, 
N. Y., and another in Cleveland, Ohio, pre
vious to the secession of the brethren first 
named. These brethren called themselves 
Wesleyans, and supplied themselves for 
preaching as they could. There had also a 
more extensive secession taken place in 
Michigan, of a number of ministers, and 
some hundreds of members, who had organ
ized themselves into an annual conference. 
But the Committee are not in possession of 
the facts, respecting these secessions. They 
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came in with us at the Utica Convention, 
and now make part of the same body. 

The first W esleyan church which was 
organized under what is called the "New 
Movement," was in the city of Providence, 
R. I. 

The grounds of the secessions which 
h_ave taken place from the M. E . Church 
within a few years, have generally been its 
connection with slavery, and its form of 
government. 

N•w Yori" D ecembor 2, 1844. 

0 . SCOIT, 
LUTHER LEE, 
J. HORTON. 
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DISCIPLINE 
OF THE 

WESLEYAN METHODIST CONNECTION. 

SECTION I. 

Elementary Principles. 

1. A- Christian church is a society of 
believers in Jesus Christ, assembled in any 
one place for religious worship, and is of 
Divine institution. 

2. Christ is the only Head of the Church; 
and the worq of God the only rule of faith 
and conduct. 

3. No person who 1-0vesthe Lord Jesus 
Christ, and obeys the gospel of God our 
Saviour, ought to be deprived of church 
membership. 

4. Every man has an inalienable right 
to private judgment, in matters of religion; 
and an equal right to express his opinion, 
in any way which will not violate the laws 
of God, or the rights of his fellow men. 

5. Church trials should be conducted on 
gospel principles only ; and no minister or 
member should be excomnv:micated except 
for immorality; the propagation ofunchris-

~ 
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tian doctrines; or for the neglect of dutiew 
enjoined by the word of Goo.-

6. The pastoral or ministerial' office and 
duties are of divine appointment; and all 
elders in the -church of God are equal: 
but ministers are forbidden to be lords over 
God's heritage, or to have dominion over 
the faith of the saints. 

7. The church has a right to form and 
enforc-e such ruJes and regulations only, 
as are in accordance with the Holy Scrip
tures, and may be necessary or have a 
tendency to carry into effect the great 
system of practical Christianity. 

8. Whatever power may be necessary 
to the formation of rules and regulations~ 
is inherent in- the ministers and members 
of the church ; but so much of that power 
may be delegated, from time to time, upon 
a-plan of representation, as they may judge 
necessary and propm. 

9. It is the duty of all ministers and. 
members of the Church to maintain godJi, 
ness, and to oppose aJ.1 moral evil. 

10. It is obligatory on ministers of the 
gospel to be faithful in the discharge of 
their pastoral and ministerial duties ; and 
it is also obligatory on the members, to. 
esteem ministers highly for their works' 
sake, and to render them a righteous com~ 
:pensation for their labors. 
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SECTION II. 

ARTICLES OF RELIGION. 

I. Of Faith in the Holy Trinity. 

There is but one living and true God, 
everlasting, of infinite power, wisdom, and 
goodness; the maker and preserver of all 
things, visible and invisible. And in unity 
of this Godhead there are three persons 
of one substance, power, and eternity;
t.he Father, the Son, [the Word] and the 
Holy Ghost. 

II. Of the Son of God. 

The only begotten Son of God was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried, to be a 
sacrifice, not only for original guilt, but 
also for the actual sins of men, and to 
reconcile us to God. 

III. Of the Resurrection of Christ. 

Christ did truly rise again from the 
dead, taking his body, with all things ap
pertaining to the perfection of man's 
nature, wherewith he ascended into heaven, 
and there sitteth until he return to judge 
all men at the last day. 
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IV. Of the Holy. Ghost. 

The Holy Ghost proceeding from the 
Father and the Son, is of one substance, 
majefity, and glory, with the Father and 
the Son, very and eternal God. 

V. The Sufficiency of the Holy &ripture.Y 
for Salvation. 

The Holy Scriptures contain all things 
necessary to salvation : so that whatsoever 
is not read therein, nor may be proved 
thereby, is not to be required of any man, 
that it should be believed as an article of 
faith, or be thought requisite or necessary 
to salvation. In the name of the Holy 
Scriptures, we do understand these canon
ical books of the Old and New Testament, 
of whose authority there is no doubt in 

·the Church. 
The canonical books of the Old Testa-

ment are
Genesis, 
Exodus, 
Leviticus, 
Numbers, 
Deuteronomy, 
Joshua, 
Judges, 
Ruth, 
I. Samuel, 
II. Samuel, 
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I. Kings, 
II. Kings, 
I. Chronicles, 
II. Chronicles, 
Ezra, 
Nehemiah, 
Esther, 
Job, 
Psalms, 
Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, 
The Song of Solomon, 
Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, 
Lamentations, 
Ezekiel, 
Daniel, 
Hosea, 
Joel, 
Amos, 
Obadiah, 
Jonah, 
Micah, 
Nahum, 
Habakkuk, 
Zephaniah, 
Haggai, 
Zechariah, and 
Malachi. 

The canonical books of the New Testa
ment are-

Matthew, 
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Mark, 
Luke, 
John, 
The Acts, 
The Epistles to the Romans, 
I. Corinthians, 
II. Corinthians, 
Galatians, 
Ephesians, 
Philippians, 
Colossians, 
I. Thessalonians, 
IL Thessalonians, 
I. Timothy, 
II. Timothy, 
Titus, 
Philemon, 
Hebrews, 
James , 
I. Peter, 
II. Peter, 
I. John, 
IL John, 
III. John, 
Jude and 
Revelation. 

VI. Of the Old Testament. 
The Old Testament is not contrary to 

-the New; for both in the Old and New 
Testament, everlasting life is offered to 
mankind through Christ, who is the only 
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Mediator between God and man. Where
_fure they are not to be heard, who foign 
.that -the old fathers did look only for trans
itory promises. Although the law given 
from God by Moses, as touching ceremo
.nies and rites, doth not bind Christians, 
nor ought the .civil precepls thereof of 
necessity be receivsd in any common
wealth; yet, notwithstanding, no Ch.rist.i<Jll 
whatsoever is free from the obedience of 
the commandments which are called moraL 

VII. Of Relative Dutiesd 
Those .tw-0 great command!™lnts ·wbicn 

require us to love the Lord our God with 
all our hearts, arid our neighbor as our
selves, contain the sum of the divine law 
as it is revealed in the Scriptures, and are 
the measure and perfect rule of human 
duty, as we.11 for the oi;derin.g and dfrecting 
d families and nations, and all other social 
bodies, as for individual acts _; by .whicn 
we are required to acknowledge God as our 
(Inly supreme ruler, and all men as created 
·by him, eq-ual in·all ·11atural rights. Where
fore au men ·are bou.nd so to order all their 
individual and social acts, as to render t-0 
God entire and absolute obedience, and to 
secure to all men the enjoyment of evefo/ 
natural right, as well as to promote the 
greatest happiness of each in the posseiosio12 
•nd exercise of such rights. . 
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VIII. Of Original or Birth Sin. 
Original sin standeth not in the follow

ing of Adam, (as the Pelagians do vainly 
talk,) but it is the corruption of the nature 
of every man, that naturally is engendered 
of the offspring of Adam, whereby man is 
wholly gone from original righteousness, 
and of his own nature inclined to evil, and 
that continually. 

IX. Of Free Will. 
The condition of man after the fall of 

Adam is such, that he cannot turn and 
prepare himself, by his own natural strength 
and works, to faith, and calling upon God ; 
wherefore we have no power to do good 
works, pleasant an.cl acceptable to God, 
without the grace of God.by Christ work
ing in us, that we may have a good will, 
and working with us, when we have that 
good will . 

X. Of the Justification of Man. 
We are accounted righteous before God, 

only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ by faith, and not for our own 
works or deservings :- Wherefore, that we 
are justified by faith, only, is a most whole
some doctrine, and very full of comfort. 

XI. Of Good Works. 
Although good works, which are the 

r 
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fruit of faith, and follow after justification, 
cannot put away our sins,_ and endure the 
severity of God's judgments; yet are they 
plea&ing and acceptable to God in Christ, 
and spring out of a true and lively faith, 
insomuch that by them a lively faith -may 
be as evidently known as a tree is dis
cerned by its fruit. 

XII. Of Sin after Justification. 
Not every sin willingly committed after 

justification is the sin against the Holy 
Ghost, and unpardonable. Wherefore, 
repentance is not denied to such as fall 
into sin after justification; after we have 
received the Holy Ghost, we may depart 
from grace given, and fall into sin, and, by 
the grace of God, rise again to amend our 
lives. And therefore they are to be con
demned, who say they can no more sin as 
long as they live here ; or deny the place 
of forgiveness to such as truly repent. 

XIII. Of the Sacraments. 
Sacraments ordained of Christ are not 

only badges or tokens of Christian men's 
profession ; hut they are certain signs of 
grace, and God's. good will toward us, by 
which he doth work invisibly in us, and 
_doth not only quicken, but also strengthen 
and confirm our faith in him. 

There are two sacraments ordained of 
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Christ our Lord, in the Gospel; that is to 
say, Baptism and' the Supper of the Lord. 

XIV. Of Baptism. 
Baptism is not only a sign of profession, 

and mark of difference, whereby Christians 
are distinguisl1ed from others that are not 
baptized ; but it is also a sign of regene
ration or the new birth. The baptism of 
young children is to be retained in the 
Church. 

XV. Of the Lord's Supper. 
The supper of the Lord is not only a 

sign of the 'love that Christians ought to 
have among themselves one to another, 
but rather it is a sacrament of our redemp
tion by Christ's death: insomuch that, to 
such as rightly, worthily,, and with faith 
receive the same, it is made a medium 
through which God doth communicate 
grace to the heart. 

XVI. Of the one Oblation of Christ fin
nished upon the Cross. 

The offering of Christ, once made, is 
that perfect redemption and propitiation 
for all the sins of the whole world, both 
original and actual : and there is none 
other satisfaction for sin but that alone. 
Wherefore to expect salvation on the 
ground of our own werks, or by suffering 
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the pains our sins deserve, either in the 
present or future state, is derogatory to 
Christ's offering for us, and a dangerous 
deceit. 

XVII. Of the Rites and Ceremonies of 
Churches. 

It is not necessary that rites and cere
monies should in all places be the same, or 
exactly alike; for they have always been 
different, and may be changed according 
to the diversity of countries, times, and 
men's manners, so that nothing be or-

' dained against God's word. 
Every particular Church may ordain, 

change, or abolish rites and ceremonies, 
so that all things may be done to edifi
cation. 

XVIII. Of the Resurrection of the Dead. 
There will be a general resurrection of 

the dead, both of the just and the unjust, 
at which time the souls and bodies of men 
will be reunited to receive together a just 
retribution for the deeds done in the body 
in this life. 

XIX. Of the General Judgment. 
There will be a general judgment at the 

end of the world, when God will judge all 
men by Jesus Christ, and receive the 
righteous into his heavenly kingdom, 
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where they shall be forever secure and 
happy; and adjudge the wicked to ever
lasting punishment suitetl to the demerit 
of their sins. 

SECTION III. 

The Nature, Design and General Rules of 
our United Churches. 

( 1) Jn the latter end of the year 1739, 
eight or ten persons came to Mr. Wesley 
in London, who appeared to be deeply 
convinced of sin, and earnestly groaning 
for redemption. They desired (as did two 
or three more the next day) that he would 
spend some time with them in prayer, and 
advise them how to flee from the wrath to 
come, which they saw continually hanging 
over their heads. That he might have 
more time for this great work, he appointed 
a day when they might all come together; 
which from thenceforward they did every 
week, namely, on Thursday, in the even
ing. To these, and as many more as 
desired to join with them, (for their number 
increased daily,) he gave those advices 
from time to time which he judged most 
needful for them; and they alw ays con
cluded their meeting with prayer suited to 
their several necessities. 
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(2) This was the rise of theWESL!<YAN 
CH URCHES, first in Europe, then in Amer
ica. Such a Church is no other than " a 
company of men having the form and seek
ing the power of godliness, united in order 
to pray together, to receive the word of 
exhortation, and to watch over one another 
in love, that they may help each other to 
work out their salvation." 

(3) That it may the more easily be 
discerned whether they are indeed working 
out their own salvation, each church is 
divided into smaller companies, called 
classes, according to their respective 
places of abode. There are about twelve 
persons in a class, one of whom is styled 
the leader. It is his duty, 

I. To see each person in his class, if 
practicable, once a week at least; in order, 

I. To inquire how their souls prosper. 
2. To advise, reprove, comfort, or ex

hort, as occasion may require. 
3. To receive what they are willing to 

give toward the support of the preachers. 
II. To meet the minister and stewards 

of the church ; in order, 
I. To inform the minister of any that 

are sick, or of any that walk disorderly, 
and will not be reproved. 

2. To pay the stewards what they have 
received at their weekly class collections.

(4) There is only one condition previ-
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ously required of those who desire admis· 
sion on probation into these churches, "a , 
desire to flee from the wrath to come, and 
to be saved from their sins." But wherever 
this is rea!J'y fixed in the soul, it will be 
shown by its fruits. It is therefore ex
pected, of all who continue therein, that 
they should continue to evidence their 
desire of salvation, 

First, By doing no harm, by avoiding 
eV'il of every kind, especial! y that which 
is most generally practised : such as, 

The taking of the name of God in vain. 
The profaning the day of the Lord, 

either by doing ordinar3 work therein, or 
by buying or selling. 

Drunkenness, or the manufacturing, buy
ing, selling or using intoxicating liquors, 
unless for mechanical, chemical, or medici
nal purposes; or, in any way, intentionally 
and knowingly, aiding others so to do. 

The buying or selling of men, women 
<l!: children, with an intention to enslave 
them; or holding them as slaves; or claim
ing that it is right so to do. 

The giving or taking things on usury, 
i.e. unlawful interest. 

Fighting, quarrelling, brawling, brother 
going to law with brother; returning evil 
for evil ; or railing for rniling ; the using 
many words in buying or selling. 

'fhe buying or selling goods that have 
not paid the duty. 
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Uncharitable or unprofitable conversa~ 
tion. 

Doing to others as we would not they 
should do unto us. 

Doing what we know is not for the glory 
of God; as, 

The putting on of gold and costly ap
parel. 

The taking such diversions as cannot be 
used in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

The singing those songs, or reading 
those books, which do not tend 10 the 
knowledge or love of God. 

Softness and needless se}f-indu.lgence. 
Laying up treasure upon earth. 
Borrowing without a probability of pay-

ing ; or taking up goods without a proba-
bility of paying for them. • 

(5) It is expected of all who cuntinue 
i11 these churches, tha.t they should con
tinue to evidence their desire of salvation, 

Secondly, By doing good, by being in 
every kind merciful after their power, as 
they have opportunity, doing good of every 
possible sort, and, as far as possible, to 
all men . 

To their bodies, of tlie ability which 
God giveth, by giving food to the hungry, 
by clothing the naked, by visitfog or help
ing them that are sick, or in prison. 

To their souls, by instructing, reprovjng, 
or exhorting all we have any intercourse 
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with; trampling under foot that enthusi· 
astic doctrine, that " we are not to do 

. good unless oar hearts be free to it." 
By doing good, especially to them that 

are of the household of faith, or groaning 
so to be ; employing them preferably to 
others, buying one of another, helping 
each other in business : and so much the 
more because the world will love its own, 
and them -only. 

By all possible diligence and frugality, 
that the Gospel be not blamed. By run
ning with patience the race which is set 
before them, denying themselves, and tak
ing up their cross daily; submitting to 
bear the reproach of Christ, to be as the 
filth and offscouring of the world ; and 
looking that men should say all manner of 
evil of them falsely for the Lord's sake. 

(6) It is expected of all who desire to 
continue in these churches, that they 
should continue to evidence their desire of • 
salvation, 

Thirdly, By attending npon all the ordi
nances of God : such are, 

The public worship of God : 
The ministry of the word, either read or 

expounded: 
The Supper of the Lord : 
Family and private prayer; 
Searching the Scriptures, and 
Fasting or abstinence. 
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('i) These are the general rules of our 
churches: all of which we are taught of 
God to observe, even in his written word, 
which is the only rule, and the sufficient 

· rule both of our faith and practice. And 
all these we know his Spirit writes on truly 
awakened hearts. If there be any among 
us who observe them not, who habitually 
break any of them, let it be known unto 
them who watch over that soul, as they 
who must irive an account. We will ad
monish him o( the error of his ways. We 
will bear with him for a season. But if 
then he repent not, he hath no more place 
among us. We have delivered our own 
souls. 

SECTION IV. 

Judiciary Rules. 

I. For personal offern::es, sinful tempers 
or words, or neglect of duties, ofir Lord's 
directions, in Matt. xviii. 15-1 'i, shall be 
followed, and, in case the person aggrieved 
shall report the alleged offence before 
these previous steps shall have been taken, 
he shall be deemed guilty of evil speaking , 
and, without amendment, he shall be 
brought to trial on a charge for this offence. 

2. In all cases of trial, a bill shall be 
3 
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made out, setting forth the charge, or 
charges, with the specifications, in writing, 
and a copy of the same shall be served 
upon the accused by the pastor or com
plainant, allowing the accused a reason
able time to prepare for trial. 

3. The accused shall have the privilege 
of choosing (if not a preacher) whether 
to be tried before the entire church to 
which he belongs, or a committee selected 
by the church for this purpose. 

4. In making his defence, the accused 
shall be allowed the usual privileges of a 
defendant in civil courts of justice; to 
wit-a public trial, if demanded; the as
sistance of any minister or member of our 
church as counsel; of introducing wit
nesses, and cross examining those intro
dur.ed by the plaintiff, and of making his 
defence without interruption. 

5. In all trials a secretary sha.11 be ap
pointed by the court, who shall take down 
an exact account of the proceedings, and 
furnish a copy of the verdict, when re
quested by either party. 

6. The alleged offender may be arrested 
and brought to trial by an elder, preacher, 
or ·member of the church,-provided, that 
when the pastor prefers the charges, the 
committee or the church, before whom he 
shall be tried, shall appoint some other 
person to preside in the trial. 
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7. Female committees shall be allowed 
to sit on the trial JJf female members, if 
requested by the accused. 

8. In the trial of members, the pastor 
shall preside, except in those cases provi
ded for in rule sixth, whose duty it shall 
be to execute the verdict rendered by the 
court. 

9. Members may appeal from the deci
sion of a committee, to the church, whose 
decision shall be final. 

10. When charges are prefered against 
an elder, he shall be arrested and brought 
to trial by the elder in charge of his circuit -
or station, or by the nearest elder in charge, 
who shall appoint three or more elders, to
gether with the same number of laymen, 
as a court of inquiry before whom the ac-· 
cosed shall be summoned to appear and 
answer. This committee may acquit, cen
sure, or suspend, till the ensuing annual 
conference, whose decision shall _ be final . 
Elders shall have the right to challenge any 
member of the court, and the remaining 
members shall determine whether the 
challenge shall obtain. 

If the accused be. an elder in charge, lie 
shall be arrested hy the nearest elder or 
preacher in charge. And this rule 3hall 
apply to preachers, in all respects, except, 
that the committee may be preachers and 
laymen, and the appeal may be made to 
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the ensuing quarterly meeting 'conference, 
whose decision shall be final. 

11. Where any church shall judge it 
proper, it shall appoint a judicial commit
tee of at least six persons, who shall re
main in office one year. This committee 
shall be a standing court, to try all charges 
or accusations that may be brought before 
it. The preacher in charge shall be the 
chairman of this court, and shall decide 
all points of law and order, subject to an 
appeal to the committee. 

When an appeal is taken to the church, 
the evidence taken by the committee shall 
be read, and any other evidence he'lld : 
this done, the accused shall be allow ea to 
make his defence, and some one on the 
part of the church may reply.. The ques
tion shall then be tak('ln without debate, in 
this form: Is the accused guilty or not 
guilty 1-And if found guilty, the church 
shall determine the punishment. 

12. When complaint is made against any 
member for the non-payment of debt, or in 
case of dispute in the settlement of ac
counts which cannot he adjusted by the 
parties, the preacher in charge shall call 
the delinquent debtor before the commit
tee, and they shall determine the case, sub
ject to an appeal to the church. In cases 
of dispute in the settlement of accounts, 
the committee shall be a court for the ad-
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. justment of the same, [where there is no 
standing judicial committee, the church 
shall appoint a special committee, or act in 
the case in committee of the whole;] and 
any member· refusing to abide by their 
decision, or who shall sue at law for set
tlement, shall be expelled by the church 
on proof thereof. And any member sueing 
another, unless in cases which require a 
process at law, shall be expelled by the 
church on proof of the same. In all cases 
of trial, the preacher in charge shall bring 
the accused and the accuser, and any other 
evidence there may be, before the judicial 
committee, or the church, and shall act the 
part of a judge advocate, for the accused 
and the church. But if the accused do not 
attend trial after being duly notified of the 
same, the trial shall proceed and the case 
be determined. No person shall be forced 
into trial without at least ten days' notice. 

13. No church shall be continued in 
connection with the Wesleyan Methodist 
churches, which will not conform to · our 
disciplinary regulations, or which shall re
ceive or retain members contrary to the 
provisions thereof, or which may here
after reject any part of these regulations. 
We will hold fellowship with no church 
which will not maintain godliness and op
pose all moral evil. 
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SECTION V. 

On rece'iving Churches, and their Powers 
and Accountabilities . 

1. Any number of believers united as a 
religious society or church, conforming to 
our book of discipline and means of grace, 
shall, on their request, made to the presi
dent of an annual conference, or the 
'preacher in charge of a circuit or station, 
be recognized as a Wesleyan Methodist 
church. 

2. A church or society shall be com· 
posed of any number of members, residing 
sutlicient.ly near to each other to assemble 
steadily for public worship, and to transact 
its business. Every church shall be divi
ded, when it becomes necessary, into 
classes. And we commend the churches to 
hold monthly meetings for the transaction 
of business,-and special church meetings 
may be called by the pastor. 

3. Every church. shall have power by a 
concurrence of a majority of two-thirds of 
its members present, at any church meet
ing, called for the purpose, to purchase, 
build, lease, sell, rent, or otherwise obtain 
or dispose of property, for the mutual ben
efit of the church. Provided that public 
notice shall have been given of said meet-
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ing, in the public congregation, at least 
two weeki:i previously. Each church shall · 
also have power to admit persons into full 
membership, who have been acceptable 
probationers, and who shall have come for
ward for admission according to our form 
of discipline, or on certificate from other 
Christian churches, or on satisfactory evi
dence of their good standing in any Chris
tian church, and who also give satisfactory 
evidence of change of heart. But no 
church shall be compelled to receive a 
member on certificate from any other 
church, circuit or station. The church 
shall try, censure, or expel unworthy 
members, according to the provisions of 
the Discipline. 

When objections are made to the recep
ti_on of a member, it shall require a ma
jority of three-fourths of those present 
to admit; but, a majority shall be sufficient 
to expel. 

SECTION VI. 

Quarterly Conferences. 

1. There shall be four quarterly con
ferences in each circuit or station, in every 
conference year, to be composed of all the 
ministers, preachers, exhorters, [a minis
ter is one who is ordained-a. preacher 

I 
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acts under a license. An exhorter is one 
llaving authority to hold meetings of prayer 
and exhortation, and t11 aid the preacher 
in such other public religious services as 
he may be called upon to perform;] stewards 
and leaders belonging to the circuit or sta
tion,-provided, that the preacher in charge 
shall have authority to call special quarterly 
conferences. The time and place of hold
ing the conference shall be fixed by the 
conference, except when an assistant of a 
district is appointed ; then, and in that 
case, the assistant shall appoint the time of 
holding the quarterly meetings for the 
circuits and stations in his districts ; and 
the regular quarterly conferences shall be 
held at the time and place of the quarterly 
meetings. The conference shall choose 
its own president, who shall decide all 
points of law and ·order, subject to an ap
peal to the conference. The conference 
shall -:tppoint a secretary to take exact 
minutes of the business transacted by 
them, which minutes, after being read and 
approved by the conference, shall be re
corded in a book kept by one of the stew
ards for that purpose. 

2. The quarterly conference shall have 
authority to inquire into the character of 
the preachers, exhorters, leaders and 
stewards of the circuit or station ; and to 
admonish, reprove, or remove tqem from 
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official standing. The conference may 
grant license to preach and exhort, pro
vided the applicant for license shall be 
recommended by the church of which he 
is a member, and may renew licenses an
nually ; and may recommend suitable per
sons to the Annual Conference to be re
ceived on trial, or into full connection, or 
for elde1s' orders; and to perform such 
other duties as are authorized by the Dis
cipline,-provided, that no person be li
censed to preach until he shall have heen 
examined by the conference, on Christian 
experience, doctrine, knowledge of the 
Holy Scriptures, and the course of study 
that may be pointed out by the Annual 
Conference. 

3. The conference shall inquire into the 
state of each church in the circuit, and if 
on examination it shall be found that any 
chnrch has .violated any provision of our 
elementary principles, or has received 
members into full connection, contrary to 
discipline, or has retained persons as mem
bers, who do not live according to the 
general rules, the conference shall appoint 
a committee of at least three, from some 
other part of the circuit, to visit that 
c;hurch, and labor with it to remove the 
cause of complaint. If the cause of com
plaint be not removed, the ensuing quar
terly conference shall hear the report of 
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the committee, and also the representatives 
which the church may send; and if it 
shall find that the church is still impeni
tent, it shall withdraw fellowship from 
said church. 

Trustees, provided they are members of 
the Wesleyan Methodist Connection, shall 
be members of the quarterly meeting con
ference. 

SECTION VIL 

Of the General and Yearly Conferences. 

It is desired that all things be considered 
on these occasions, as in the immediate 
presence of God : that every person speak 
free) y whatever is in his heart on the 
subject under consideration. 

While we are conversing let us have 
an especial care to set God always before 
us. 

In the intermediate hours of Conference 
let us redeem all the time we can for pri
vate exercises. 

Therein let us give ourselves to prayer 
for one another, and for a blessing on our 
labors. 
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Of the Yearly Conferences. 

The yearly conferences shall be composed 
of all in full connection in the stationed 
ministry' and as many lay delegates, from 
each circuit or station, as there may be 
ministers in full connection, or ,to be re
ceived into full connection, on said cir
cuit or station, from the stationed list. 
Provided, that no circuit or station, that 
is supplied from the conference, or to be 
supplied at its session, shall be deprived of 
one lay delegate. 

/ 

Unstationed ministers shall have a seat 
in the yearly conference, as honorary 
members, with a right to speak on all 
questions, but not to vote. 

They may also enter into an engagement, 
at any time during the conference year, to 
serve any church or congregation, provi· 
ded they do not invade any regular charge 
already supplied ; and they shall have the 
same right as those on the stationed list, 

• to enter into engagements with any charge 
or congregation, before conference, to 
take effect after the following conference; 
and when an unstationed minister shall 
have entered into such engagements, for 
regular pastoral labors, which• shall em
brace at least one half of the Sabbaths, 
011 recommendation of saiu church or 
churches, or the quarterly conference of 
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the charge, he shall be eligible to be trans
ferred to "the stationed list; and when trans
ferred by the yearly conference, he shall 
have a right to vote in the same. 

The-delegates to the yearly conference 
shall be elected by ballot, by the members 
of the church within the bounds of the 
charge, at the quarterly meeting next 
preceding the yearly conference, provided 
stationed preachers, on trial, shall not be 
eligible to election. 

Each conference shall appoint the place 
of its own sitting. 

Ques. What is the method wherein we 
usually proceed in the yearly conferences 1 -

Ans. We inquire, 
1. What preachers are admitted on triaH 
2. Who remain on trial 1 
3. VVho are admitted in full connection 1 
4: Who are the superannuated preachers 1 
5. Who have been expelled from the con-

nection this year 1 
6. Who have withdrawn from the con

nection this year 1 
7. Are all the preachers blameless in life 

and conversation 1 
8. Who have died this yead 
9. What numbers are in the Connection 1 
10. What has been contributed for the sup-

port of benevolent purposes, such as Bi
bles, Missions, Tracts, Sunday Schools, 
Anti-Slavery, Education, &c.? 

'-
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11. Where are the preachers stationed this 
year! 

12. Who are on the reserved list 1 

13. Who are on the unstationed list t 
14. Where and when shall our next con

ference be held ! 
Ques. Is there any other business to 

he done in the yearly conferences! 
Ans. The electing and ordaining of 

elders . 
Ques. Are there any other directions to be 

given concerning the yearly conferences! 
Ans. A record of the proceedings of 

each yearly conference shall be kept by a 
secretary, chosen for that purpose, and 
shall be signed by the pre11ident and sec
retary ; and a copy of the said record be 
sent by the secretary to the General Con
ference. 

Each annual conference shall elect, by 
ballot, its own president, (who shall be an 
eldpr,) and also a secretary. 

Each yearly conference shall appoint a 
committee of five, whose duty it shall be 
to appoint a president, in case the office be 
vacated by death, resignation, or other
wise. 

Itinerant ministers and preachers may 
be transferred from one conference to an
other by negotiation between the presi
dents of said conferences; provided the 
minister or preacher consent to the trans-
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fer, and provided the instrument have the 
signature of both the negotiating presi
dents; and provided, also, that it be pre
sented to the yearly conference to which 
the ministe1 or preacher is to be trans
ferred, before it shall have closed its sE.s
sion next following the date of the trans
fer, or it shall not be valid. All acts of 
transfer thus made shall be valid, and above 
the control of the yearly conferences. 

[The yearly conferences shall have au
thority to adopt such rules and regulations 
as they may deem expedient for their in
terests, which do not conflict with the 
elementary principles, articles of religion, 
or general rules of the Connection.] 

SECTION VIII . 
Of the General Conference. 

1. The General Conference shall be com
posed of one ministerial and one lay mem
ber for every one thousand members of 
the \Vesleyan Methodist Connection, to be 
elected at the time of the meeting of the 
yearly conference next preceding the 
General Conference, on joint ballot, by an 
electoral college, which shall be composed 
of all the members of the yearly confer
ence, and one unstationed minister from 
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each circuit or station where such minis
ter may reside, who shall be elected by 
the unstationed ministers of said circuit or 
station, at the quarterly meeting next. pre
ceding the yearly conferenee. Provided, 
that where there is but one unstationed 
minioter on a circuit or station, he shall be 
a member of the electoral college. Each 
lay representative to the General Confer
ence shall be in fu 11 connection in the 
church at the time of his election. And 
all elders, stationed or unstationed, shall be 
eligiyle to election to the General Confer
ence as ministerial delegates. 

2. The General Conference shall meet 
on the first Wednesday of October, in the 
year of our Lord 1844, in Cleveland, Ohio, 
and thenceforward on the first Wednesday 
in October, once in four years perpetually, 
in such place or places as shall be fixed on 
by the General Conference frolll time to 
time: but three-fourths of the annual con
ferences shall have power to call a General 
Conference, if they judge it necessary at 
any time. 

When the President of the Annual Con
ference which first recommended said call 
shall be officially informed that the requi
site number.of Annual Conferences have 
concurred in the call for a Special General 
Conference, he shall appoint the time of 
holding said Confetence. The place shall 
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be the same appointed by the previous 
General Conference for the regular meet· 
ing of that body. 

3. The General Conference shall elect, 
by ballot, its own president and secretary . 

4. The General Conference shall fix the 
ratio of representation for the next succeed
ing General Conference. 

5. The General Conference shall have 
full powers to make rules and regulations 
for our churches; but, they shall not con
travene any principle essential to Wesley 
an Methodism, as expressed in our Articles 
of Faith, General Rules, the maintenance 
of an Itinerant Ministry, and the rights of 
our members and ministers, as set forth in 
our Elementary Principles; nor shall they 
make any distinctions, in the rights and 
privileges of our ministers and members, 
on account of ancestry or color; nor shall 
they constitute any courts for the trial of 
members or ministers, except the particu
lar churches or conferences to which they 
may belong. -

6. Provided, nevertheless, that upon the 
concurrent recommendation (If two-thirds 
of all the members of the several annual 
conferences who shall he present and vote 
on such recommendation, then the General 
Conference next sncceeding may alter any 
of the above restrictions; and also, when
ever such alteration or alterations shall 
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have been first recommended by the Gen .. 
eral Conference, so soon as two-thirds of 
the members of all the annual conferences 
shall have concurred as aforesaid, such 
alteration or alterations shall take effect. 

Provided, that all fractions of two-thirds 
shall be entitled to one ministerial and one 
Jay delegate; and further, provided, that 
no conference shall, in any case, be de
prived of one ministerial and one lay dele
gate. 

[The ministers and laymen shall delib
erate in one body ; but if, upon the final 
passage of any question, it be required by 
one-fourth of the members present, then 
ministers and laymen shall vote separately , 
and the concurrence of a majority of both 
classes of representatives shall be necessa
ry to constitute a vote of the Conference. 
A similar regulation sh<>ll be observed by 
the annual conferences. Two-thirds of 
the members present shall constitute a 
quorum for doing business.] 

SECTION IX. 

Officers of the liVesleyan Connection; the 
mode of their appointment, and respective 
duties. 
1. The President of an annual confer

ence shall be elected annually by the bal-
4 
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lot of a majority of the membel'S of the 
conference ; and no one mav be elected 
more than three years successively. El
ders only are eligible. 

It shall be his duty to preside in tbs 
ronference as moderator; decide all ques
tions of Jaw and order, subject to an ap
peal to the conference; preside in the 
council for stationing the preachers ; em
ploy and cb.ange preachers with the con
sent of 1.he churches and preachers; and 
also rece~T.e ministers- f1orn other denomi-
11ations-ducing> the intervals gf conference;. 
subject to the action of the ensuing an
p ual conference. He shall have his reg
ular appoiutment as a preacher on a cir
cmit or s~ation, with authority to supply 
his place with another prnacher, whenever 
in his judgment it shall be necessary \() 
iravel through the conference; and each 
annual conference shall have powerto em
r,loyits Pres.ident to travel.the entire year. 
fhe President shall be amenable to the 
annual conference for his official conduct. 

2. The chairman of each district shall 
be an elder. He shall be· chosen at the· 
yearly conference, by the preachers and 
laymen of the respective districts. He 
shall have power to call special district 
meetings, with the concurrence of two or 
more stationed ministers, at which. he shall 
p.reside as moderator. 
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3. An evangelist may be appointed by 
the yearly conference, to labor in one or 
more districts. He shall assist the preach
ers at the quarterly meetings, and hold as 
many special meetings as he may be able. 

4. Stewards shall be elected annually 
by the quarterly conference on circui1s, 
and by the Church, on stations. No cir
cuit or station shall have less than three, 
or more than nine stewards, one of whom 
shall be the recording steward. 

It shall be the duty of the stewards of a 
circuit or station to receive, and take an 
exact account of the ordinary church and 
class collections, and all appropriations 
made for the support of the preachers in 
the circuit or station; to pay to the preach
ers quarterly, or oftener if necessary, their 
allowance out of the funds received ; to 
meet all contingent expenses, anci to make 
an accurate return to the society, or quar
terly conference, of their receipts and dis
bursements accruing each quarter, and a 
fair exhibit of the temporal condition of 
the Circuit or station ; to make the neces
sary provision and preparation for the 
Lord's supper and love-feast; to receive 
the collections made on these occasions and 
all other moneys contributed for the relief 
of the poor, and to distribute those funds 
as occasions may require,-in stations, as 
the leaders' and stewards' meeting may 
direct ; and in circuits, according to their 

-·-- ------ ·-..... --. ..... ~- _.....;;.---~-
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best judgment,-having special regard to 
those members who are most necessitous 
and deserving. The stewards shall make 
a quarterly return to the society or quar
terly conference, of their collections for 
the poor, and distributions, and the state 
of those funds. 

To use all proper means, when neces
sary, to induce the members, and those 
who sit regularly under our ministry, to 
be liberal in their contributions. The 
stewards shall keep a separate book for the 
purpose of entering the weekly, monthly, 
or quarterly donations made by those who 
are not members of the Church. 

To see that a yearly collection be taken 
up, sometime in the last quarter, previ· 
ously to the sitting of the yearly confer
ence, in each congregation ; the whole 
collection, when made, shall be forwarded 
by the stewards to the conference, to be 
applied to necessitous cases. 

The stewards shall also see that a col
lection be taken up sometime in the year 
preceding the General Conference, and 
forward the amount to that body, to assist 
in defraying the expenses of assembling 
the representatives, &c. 

The stewards of each circuit or station 
shall furnish each itinerant minister and 
preacher in their circuit or station, previ
ously to his going up to the yearly confer
ence, with a certificate showing the amount 
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of money or other articles he has received 
as salary during the year. 

5. Class-leaders shall be appointed by 
the class annually, or oftener if necessary. 

It shall be the duty of each class-leader 
to meet his class once in a week, in order
to instruct the members in the principles 
and duties of Christianity ; to comfort 
them in afflictions ; to advis_e them in cases 
of difficulty, and to exhort them to dili· 
gence and perseverance in doing and suf
fering the whole will of God ; to receive 
what they are willing to give towards the 
support of the preachers, Church, and 
poor. 

Each leader shall have the names of all 
the members of his class entered in a book 
or paper, kept by him for the purpose, in 
which he shall note weekly the presence 
or ·absence of each member, and give each 
one credit on the book or paper for the 
amount contributed. 

It shall be the duty of each leader to 
attend the meeting of the leaders and 
stewards, to represent the state of his 
class; to pay over to the stewards what 
he has received ; and to inform the preach
er in charge of any that are sick, or need 
a pastoral visit. 

It shall be the duty of each leader to 
visit the sick, and those menibers who fre
quently absent themselves from this means 
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of grace ; and to promote the spiritual, 
temporal, and eternal interests of those 
committed to his care. 

Class-leaders should occasionally meet 
each others' classes, and also vary the ex
ercises in those meetings, for t.he purpose 
of making them interesting, lively, and 
spiritual. 

It is recommended, whenever practica
ble, that no class exceed thirty in number, 
and that no class meeting continue longer 
than one hour. 

SECTION X. 
Division into Annual Conferences, Districts, 

Circuits and Stations. 

The General Conference shall have pow
er to fix the number and boundaries of 
annual conferences. The annual confer
ences shall have power to form the circuits 
and stations within their bounds into Dis
tricts. 

There shall be a district meeting for 
each district, at such time and place as the 
chairman shall appoint, provided that said 
meeting shall be within the last quarter of 
the conference year. The district meet
ing shall be com posed of the preacher in 
charge of each circuit or station, within 
the bounds thereof, and one lay member, 
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elected by the quarterly conference of each 
circuit and station of the same, and shall 
have power to form new circuits or sta
tions, and to make any alterations in those 
prevfo.usly formed,-an<l to ascertain how 
much may be depended ou fr;:irn each cir
cuit and station, for ministerial .support fw 
the s.ucceeding y.aar, and report the same 
to tbe annual conference. 

The district meeting shall appoint a sec
retary to take exact minutes of the business 
of the same, which minutes shall be ap
proved by the meeting, and a copy sent to 
the annual confecence. Said meetjng shall 
have power to fix tlie amount to be paid bf 
each circuit or stati-0n, for the support of 
the assistant of the district, when the an
nual conference shall appoint assistants.. 
The chairman .shall have power to call 
special district meetings, and the lay dele
gates elected to the yeuly district meet
ings shall hold their office one year, and 
attend the special meetings ; but in case 
of death, or removal, the quarterly confer
ence of the circuit or station where such 
vacancy may occur, shall elect another to 
till said vacancy. 
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SECTION XI. 
Of the Stationing Committee. 

The stationing committee shall be com
posed of three ministers and three laymen ' 
(to be chosen by the annual conference 
out of its own body,) and the President of 
the annual conference, who shall be chair
man of the committee. They shall station 
the preachers, confirming, as far as prac
ticable, all arrangements made betwee11 • 
preachers and people ; provided, that no 
preacher shall remain on the same station 
or circuit, in any case, more than three 
years successively, except at prisons, poor
houses, mariners' stations, literary institu
tions, and foreign missions,-nor be re
turned to the same circuit or station until 
after an intermission of three years ; * and 
provided, also, that no preacher shall be 
appointed to any station or circuit, contrary 
to the expressed wishes of the circuit or 
station, communicated to the committee . 

They shall convene as soon as possible 
after the committee shaH .have been ap
pointed by the yearly conference. They 
shall receive the representations of t~e 

*This applies only to those who have 
been three years successively on the same 
station or circuit. ' 
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preachers and lay delegates, and make the 
appointments, and report them at as early 
a part of the conference as practicable. 

The preachers and lay members shall 
have the privilege of an appeal to the con
ference from the report of the stationing 
committee. 

SECTION XII. 
Of the reception of Ministers from other 

denominations. 

Ministers of other evangelical churches, 
who may desire to unite with us, may be 
received according to our usages, by giving 
satisfaction to a yearly conference of their 
agreement with us in doctrine, discipline, 
government and usages ; provided the con
ference is also satisfied with their gifts, 
grace, and usefulness. Whenever any 
such minister is received, he shall be fur
nished with a certificate, signed by the 
president, in the following words, namely: 

"This is · to certify, that ---- has 
been admitted by-. --- conference, as 
a minister of the Wesleyan Connection of 
America, he having been ordained accord
ing to the usages of the Church of which 
he has been a member and minister. 

"Given under my hand and seal, at 
----, this day of----, 
in the year of our Lord ----." 
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Preachers coming from other denomina
tions in deacons' orders, shall have a right 
to exercise the functions of that office, as 
understood hy the Church from which 
they are received, until a convenient op
portunity shall occur to be elected and or
dained elder, provided it shall not extend 
beyond the third yearly conference. 

Preachers of other denominations who 
are not in orders, may be received as licen
tiates, provided they give satisfaction to a 
quarterly or an annual conference,. that 
they are suitable persons to exercise the 
office, and of their agreement with the 
doctrines, discipline, government and usa
ges of our Church. 

SECTION XIII. 

OJ the method of receivin$ Tra1Jelling 
Preachers, and of their duty. 

Preachers are received by the yearly 
conference. But no one shall be received 
on trial, unless he first . procure a recom
mendation from the quarterly conference 
of his station or church. 

It shall 'be the duty of each annual con
ference to point out a course of reading 
and study proper to be pursued by candi
dates for the ministry. And before any 
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such candidate is received into full con
nection, he shall give satisfactory evidence 
respecting his knowledge of those particu
lar subjects which have been recommended 
to his consideration. 

It is the duty of a preacher to preach~ 
To meet the classes as often as is consist
ent. 'To visit the sick. 

The following are our directions to Preach
ers. 

1. Be diligent. Never be unemployed. 
Never be triflingly employed. Never trifle 
away time ; neither spend any more time 
at any place than is strictly necessary. 

2. ,Be serious. Let your motto be, 
" Holiness to the Lord." Avoid all light
ness, jesting and foolish talking. 

3. Believe evil of no one without good 
evidence : unless you see it done, take 
heed how you credit it. Put the best 
construction on every thing. You know 
the judge is always supposed to be Oil the 
prisoner's side. 

4. Speak evil of no one; because your 
word, especially, would eat as doth' a call
ker. Keep your thoughts within your 
own breast till you come to the person 
concerned. 

5. Tell every one ullder your care what 
you think wrollg ill his conduct alld tem
per, and that lovillgly and plainly as soon 
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as may be : else it will fester in your heart. 
Make all haste to cast the fire out of your 
bosom. 

6. Avoid all affectation. A preacher of 
the gospel is the servant of all. 
• 7. Be ashamed of nothing but sin. 

8. Be punctual. Do every thing exactly 
at the time. And do not mend our rules, 
but keep them; not for wrath but con· 
science' sake. 

9. You have nothing to do but to save 
souls ; therefore spend and be spent in this 
work; and go always not only to those 
that want you, but to those that want you 
most. 

Observe ! it is not your business only to 
preach so many times, and to take care of 
this or that church, but to save as many as 
you can ; to bring as many sinners as you 
can to repentance, and with all your power 
to build them up in that holiness without 
which they cannot see the Lord. And re
member !-a vVesleyan preacher is to mind 
every point, great and small, in the Disci
pline ! Therefore you will need to exer
cise all the sense and grace you have. 

Every person proposed to be received 
shall be asked before the conference, the 
following questions, (with any others which 
may be thought necessary,) viz. :-Have 
you faith in Christ 1 Do you expect to be 
made perfect in Jove in this life 1 Are you 
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resolved to devote yourself wholly to God 
and his work 1 Do you know our rules 1 
Do you keep them 1 Do you constantly 
attend the sacrament 1 Have you read 
the Discipline 1 Are you willing to con
form to it 1 Have you considered the rules 
of a preacher, especially the first and 
eighth 1 Will you keep them for con
science' sake 1 Are you determined to 
employ all your time in the work of God 1 
Will you endeavor not to speak too long 
or too loud 1 Will vou visit from house 
to house 1 Are vo"u in debt so as to 
embarrass you in your ministerial work 1 

We may then, if he gives us satisfac
tion, receive him. 

If any preacher absent himself from his 
circuit or station, the president shall, as 
far as possible, fill his place with another 
preacher, who shall be paid for his labors 
out of the allowance of the absent preach
er, in proportion to the usual allowance. 

[Note.-The term preacher includes 
ministers and preachers.] 

SECTION XIV. 
Of the Election and Ordination of Elders, 

and of their duty. 

Any preacher, having preached three 
consecutive years, shall be eligible to 
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elders' orders, on condition of passing a 
satisfactory examination on the course of 
study pointed out by the yearly conference. 

An elder i3 constituted by the election 
of a majority of the yearly conference, artd 
by the laying on of the hands of the pres
ident or officiating elder and some of the 
elders that are present. 

It is the duty of an elder to administer 
baptism and the Lord's Supper, and to 
perform all parts of divine worship; and 
solemnize the rite of matrimony. To do 
all the duties of a preacher. 

SECTION xv. 
Of the duties of those who have the charge 

ef Circuits and Stations. 

The duties of the preacher, who has 
the special charge of a circuit or station, 
are: 

To meet the stewards and leaders as 
often as necessary. 

'To hold love-feasts. 
To hold quarterly meetings. 
To take an exact account of the mem

bers in the church in his station or circuit, 
keeping the names of all elders and preach
ers, properly distinguished, and deliver in 
such account to the annual conference, 
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that their number may be printed in the 
Minutes. 

To see that public collections be made 
quarterly, if need be. 

To encourage the support of missions 
and Sunday schools, by forming societies 
and making collections for these objects 
in such way and manner as the annual 
conference to which he belongs shall from 
time to time direct. 

To report the amount raised for the 
support of missions, Sunday schools, and 
other moral and benevolent enterprises to 
his annual conference. 

To take a regular catalogue of the 
members in towns and cities, as they live 
in the streets. 

To leave his successor a particular ac
count of the station, including an account 
of the subscribers for our periodicals. 

To enforce vigorously, but calmly, all 
the rules of the Connection. 

To inform all from time to time, that 
none are to remove from one church to 
another, without a note of recommenila
tion from the church, signed by the preach
er, in these words:-" A. B ., the bearer, 
is an acceptable member of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church in C.;" and to inform 
them that, without such a certificate, they 
will not be received into the Church in 
other place11. Provided that where it is 
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impracticable to convene the church, a 
letter given by the paitor shall be valid. 

To read the rules of the Connection, 
with the aid of the other preachers, once 
a year in every congregation. 

To recommend that a fast be held in 
every church in his station or circuit, on 
the Friday preceding every quarterly 
meeting. 

S EC TION XVI. 

Of the Trial of those who think they are 
moved by the Holy Ghost to preach. 

To those who profess to be moved by 
the Holy Ghost to preach, let the follow
ing questions be asked, viz. : Do they 
know God as a pardoning God 1 Have 
they the love of God abiding in them 1 
Do they desire nothing but God 1 And 
are they holy in all manner of conversa
tion 1 

Have they gifts (as well as grace) for 
the work 1 Have they (in some tolerable 
degree) a clear, sound understanding, a 
right judgment in the things of God, a 
just conception of salvation by faith 1 
And has God given them a good degree of 
utterance 1 Do they speak justly, readily, 
clearly 1 
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Have . they fruit~ Are any truly con
vinced of sin, and converted to God, by 
their labors 1 · 

As long as these three-marks concur in 
any one, we believe he is called of God to 
preach. These we receive as sufficient 
proof that he is moved by the Holy Ghost. 

SECTION XVII. 

On the Matter and Manner of Preaching, 
and of other public Exercises. 

Ques. 1. ·What is the best general meth
od of preaching~ 

Ans. l. To convince : 2. To offer 
Christ: 3. To invite: 4. To build up: 
And to do this in . some measure in every 
sermon. 

Ques. 2. vVhat is the most effectual 
way of preaching Christ 1 

Ans. The most effectual way of preach
ing Christ is, to preach him in all his offi
ces; and to declare his law, as well as his 
gospel, both to believers and unbelievers. 
Let us strongly and closely insist upon 
inward and outward holiness in all its 
branches. 

Ques. 3. Are there any smaller a<lvices 
which might be of use to us~ 

Ans. Yes. I. Be sure never to disap-
5 I . 
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paint a congregation. 2. Begin at the 
time appointed. 3. Let your whole de
portment be serious, weighty and sol
emn. 4. Always suit your subjeet to 
your audience. 5. Choose the plainest 
text you can. 6. Take care not to ram
ble, but to keep to your text, alld make 
out what you take in hand. 7. Take 
care of any thing awkward or affected, 
either in your gesture, phrase, or pronun
ciation. 8. Do not usually pray above 
five or six minutes without intermission. 
Frequently read a11d enlarge upon a por
tion of Scripture ; and l'et young preach
ers often exhort without taking a te;x.t .. 

Si;:cTrnN xvrn .. 
Of the duty of Preachers to Goa, them

selves, and one another. 

~ues. 1. How shaUa p'l'eacher beqaali
fied for his charge 1 

Ans. By walking elosely with G6d, and 
having his work ~reatly at heart: and by 
understanding and lm<ing disciplin1:, ours 
in particular. 

Ques. 2. Do we sufficiently watch oyer 
each othe? 1 

Ans . We do not. Should we not fre
quea.tly ask each other, Do you walk 
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closely with God 1 Have you now fellow
ship with the Father and the Soni Do 
you punctually observe the morning and 
evening hours of retirement 1 Do you 
converse seriously, usefully, and closely 1 
To be more particular: Do you use all the 
means of grace yourself, and enforce the 
use of them on all other persons 1 They 
am either instituted or prudential. 

I. The instituted are, 
1. Prayer: private, family, and public. 

Do you ask every where, Have you family 
prayed Do you ask individuals, Do you 
use private prayer every morning and eve
ning in particular1 

2. Searching the Scriptures, by 
(1.) Reading: constantly, some part of 

every day; regularly, all the Bible in 
order; carefully, with notes; seriously, 
with prayer before and after; fruitfully, 
immediately practising what you learn 
there; 

(2 .) Meditating: At set times 1 By rule 1 
(3:) Hearing-: Every opportunity 1 

With prayer, before, at, after1 Have you 
a Bible always about you 1 

3. The Lord's Supper: Do you use 
this at every opportunity 1 With solemn 
prayer before 1 With earnest and deliber
ate self-devotion 1 

4. Fasting: Do you use as much absti
nence and fasting as your health, strength 
and labor will permit 1 
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5. Christian Conference: Are you con• 
vinced how important and how difficult it 
is to order your conversation aright 1 Is 
it always in grace1 Seasoned with salt! 
Meet to minister grace to the hearers 1 
Do you not converse too long at a time 1 
Is not an hour commonly enough 1 Would 
it not be well always to have a determi
nate end in view 1 and to pray before and 
after it 1 

II. Prudential means :-
. 1. Do you steadily watch against the 
world 1 YourselP Your besetting sin 1 

2. Do you deny your;elf every useless 
pleasure of sense 1 Imagination 1 Honor 1 
Are you temperate in all things 1 In
stance in tood: ( 1) Do you use only that 
kind and that degree which is best both 
for body and soul 1 Do you see the n'e
cessity of this 1 (2) Do you eat no more 
at each meal than is necessary 1 Are you 
not heavy or drowsy after dinned Do 
you use tobacco in any form 1 Do you 
discourage the use of it in others 1 (3) Do 
you use only that kind and that degree of 
drink, which is the best both for your 
body and souP (4) Do you choose and 
use water for your common drink 1 Do 
you use tea or coffee 1 

3. Wherein do you take up your cross 
daily 1 Do you cheerfully bear your cross, 
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however grievous to nature, as a gift of 
God, and labor to profit thereby 1 

4. Do you endeavor to set God always 
before you 1 To see his eye continually 
fixed upon you 1 Never can you use 
these means but a blessing will ensue. 
And the more you use them, the more you 
will grow in grace. 

SECTION XIX. 

Of visiting from house to house, guarding 
against those things that are so comnwn 
to Prof esaora, and enforcing Practical. 
Religion. 

Ques. 1. How can we farther assist 
those under our care 1 

Ans. By instructing them at their own 
houses. What unspeakable need is there 
of this 1 1. Personal religion, either 
towards God or man, is too superficial 
among us. We can but just touch on a 
few particulars. How little faith is there 
among us ! How little communion with 
God, ho-w little living in heaven, walking 
in eternity, deadness to every creature ! 
How much love of the world ! desire of 
pleasure, of ease, of getting money ! How 
little brotherly love ! 

2. Family religion i.s wanted in many 
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branches. And what avails public preach
ing alone, though we could preach like 
angels ! We must, .yea, every preacher 
must instruct the people from house to 
house. 

Our religion is not sufficiently deep, 
universal, uniform: but superficial, partial, 
uneven. It will be so till we spend half 
as much time in this visiting, as we now 
do in talking uselessly. Can we find a 
better method of doing this than Mr. Bax
ter's 1 If not, let us adopt it without delay. 
Speaking of this visiting from house to 
house, he says, " We shall find m:i.ny 
hindrances,. both in ourselves and the peo 
ple." 

1. In ourselves there is much dullness 
and laziness, so there will be much ado to 
get us to be faithful in the work. 

2. We have a base, man-pleasing tem
per, so that we let them perish rather than 
lose their love: we let them go quietly to 
hell, lestnve should offend them. 

3. Some of us have a foolish bashful
ness. We know not how to begin, and 
blush to contradict the devil. 

4. But the greater hindrance is weak
ness of faith. Our whole motion is weak, 
because the spring of it is weak. 

5. Lastly, we are unskilful in the work. 
How few know how to deal with men, so 
as to get within them, and suit all our dis-



VISITING FROlll HOU'SE TO H1JUSE. 63 

course to their several conditions and tem
pers: to choose the fitte:>t subjects, and 
follow them with a holy mixture of seri
-0usness, terror, love and meekness ! 

But undoubtedly this private application 
is implied in those solemn words of the 
apostle : " I charge thee before God and 
the Lord J et>us Christ, who shall judge 
the quiek and the dead at his appearing, 
preach the word : b·e instant in season, 
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, 
with all long suffering." 

0, brethren, if we could but set this 
work on foot in all our churches, and pros
ecute it zealously, what glory would re
dound to God ! If the common lukewarm·· 
ness were banished, and every shop and 
every house busied in speaking of the 
word and works of God, surely God would 
dwell in 01ir habitation, and make us his 
delight. 

And this is absolutely necessary to the 
welfare of souls. Look round, and see 
how many of them are still in apparent 
danger of damnation. And how can you 
walk and talk, and be merry with such 
people, when you know their case~ When 
you look them in the face, you should 
break forth into tears, as the prophet did 
when he looked upon Hazael. 0, for God's 
sake, and the sake of poor souls, bestir 
yourselves and spare no pains that may 
conduce to their salvation ! 
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"That cause have we to bleed before the 
Lord, that we have so Jong neglected this 
good work ! 1f we had but engaged in it 
sooner, how many more might have been 
brought to Christ! And how much holier 
and happier might they have been before 
now ! And why might we not have done 
it sooner 1 There were many hindrances : 
and so there always will be. But the 
greatest hindrance 

0

is in ourselves, in our 
littleness of faith and love. 

But it is objected, I. "This will take 
up so much time, we shall not have leisure 
to follow our studies." We answer, 1. 
Gai11ing knowledge is a good thing, but 
saving souls is a better. 2. By this very 
thing you will gain the most excellent 
knowledge, that of God and eternity. 3. 
You will have time for gaining other 
knowledge too. Only sleep no more than 
y0u need; "and never be idle or triflingly 
employed." Bnt, 4. If you can do but 
one, let your studies alone. We ought to 
throw by all the libraries in the world, 
rather than be guilty of the loss of one 
soul. 

It is objected, IT . "The people will not 
submit to it." If some will not, others 
will . And the success with them will 
repay all your labor. 0, let us herein 
follow the example of St. Paul! 1. For 
our general business, Serving the Lord 
with all humility of mind : 2 . Our special 
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work, Take heed to yourselves, and to 
all tbe flock: 3. Our doctrine, Repentance 
toward God, and faith toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ: 4. The place, I have taught 
you publicly, and from house to house: 5. 
The object and manner of teaching, I ceased 
not to warn every one, night aud day, with 
tears: 6. His innocence and self~denial 
herein, J have coveted no man's silver or 
gold: 7. His patience, Neither count 1 my 
life dear unto myself. And among all 
other motives, let these be ever before our 
eyes: 1. The Church of God, which he 
hath purchased with his own blood : 2. 
Grievous wolves shall enter in ; yea, of 
yourselves shall men arise, speaking per
verse things. 

Write this upon your hearts, and it will 
do you more good than twenty years' 
study. Then you will have no time to 
spare: you will have work enough. Then 
likewise no preacher will stay with us who 
is as salt that has lost his savor. For to 
such, this employment would be mere 
drudgery. And in order to it, you will 
have need of all the knowledge you can 
procure, and grace you can attain. 

The sum is, Go into every house in 
course, urging upon every impenitent sin
ner the duty of immediate repentance, and 
teaching every one therein, young and old, 
to be Christians inwardly and outwardly ; 
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make every particular plain to their under·· 
standings; fix it in their minds; write it 
on their hearts. In order to this, there 
must be line upon line, precept upon pre
cept. What patience, what love, what 
knowledge is requisite for this! We must 
needs do this, were it only to avoid idle
ness. Do we not loiter away many hours 
in every week? Each try himself: no 
idleness is consistent with a growth in 
grace. Nay, without exactness in re
deeming time, you cannot retain the grace 
you receive in justification. 

SECTION xx. 
OJ the necessity of union among ourselves. 

Let us be deeply sensible (from what 
we have known) of the evil of a division 
in principle, spirit, or practice, and the 
dreadful consequences to ourselves and 
others. If we are united, what can stand 
before us? If we divide, we shall destroy 
ourselves, the work of God, and the souls 
of our people. ' 

In order to a closer union with eac.h 
other, let us be deeply convinced of the 
absolute necessity of it. 

Pray earnestly for, and speak freely to 
each other. 
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When we meet, let us never part with
out prayer. 

Take great care not to despise each 
other's gifts. 

Never speak lightly of each other. 
Let us defend each other's character in 

every thing, so far as is consistent with 
truth. 

Labor, in honor, each to prefer the 
other before himself. 

SECTION XXL 
Of Puhlic Worship. 

To establish uniformity in public wor
ship among us, on the Lord's day, let the 
morning service consist of singing, prayer, 
the reading of a portion of scripture, and 
preaching. 

Let the afternoon service consist of 
singing, prayer, the reading of a portion 
of scripture, and preaching. 

Let the evening service consist of sing
ing, prayer, and preaching; or a prayer 
meeting. 

SECTION XXII. 
Of the Spirit and Truth of Singing. 

Ques. How shall we guard against for
mality in_ singing 1 
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Ans. 1. By selecting such hymns as are 
proper for the congregation. 

2. By not singing too much at once ; 
seldom more than four verses. 

3. By suiting the tune to the words. 
4. By not suffering the people to sing 

too slow ; this naturally tends to formality. 
5. By exhorting every person in the 

congregation to sing, not one in ten only. 
In order to this, we recommend that the 
words he given out. 

6. We recommend the churches to dis
pense with instrumental music. 

SECTION XXIII. 
Of Class Meetings. 

Ques. I. How may the leaders of classes 
be rendered more useful 1 

Ans. I. Let each of them be diligently 
examined concerning his method of meet
ing a class. Let this be done with all 
possible exactness, at least once a 11uarter. 
In order to this, take sufficient time. 

2. Let each leader carefully inquire how 
every soul in his class prospers : not only 
how each person observes the outward 
rules, but how he grows in the knowledge 
and love of God. 

3. Let the leaders converse with those 
who have the charge of their circuits, fre
quently and fret>' • • 
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Q.ues. 2. Can any thing more be done 
in order to make the class-meetings lively 
and profitable 1 

Ans. l. Let the leaders frequently meet 
each others' classes. 

2. All the leaders should be not only 
men of sound judgment, but men truly de
voted to God. 

Ques. 3. How shall we prevent im
properjlersons from insinuating themselves 
into the church 1 

Ans. 1. Let none be received into the 
church, until they are recommended by a 
leader with whom they have met at least 
three months on trial, have given satisfac
tory evidence of a change of heart, and 
have been baptized. 

Ques. 4. How shall we be more exact 
in receiving and excluding members 1 

Ans. The official minister or preacher 
shall, at every church meeting, read the 
names of those that are received into the 
church, and also those that are excluded 
therefrom. 

Ques. 5. How shall class-leaders be 
elected 1 

Ans. By their respective classes, and 
these elections shall take place annually, 
and oftener if necessary. 

Ques. 6. What shall be done with 
those members of our Connection who 
wilfully and repeated! y neglect their class, 
or neglect other duties 1 
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Let the preacher in charge visit them 
when it is practicable, and when this can
not be done, let the leader attend to it and 
admonish them faithfully of their danger, 
in neglecting such valuable means of grace , 
and kindly urge them to resume their at
tendance thereupon. 

SECTION XXIV. 
Of the Privileges granted to serious persons 

who are not of our Church. 
Ques. I. How often shall we permit 

those who are not of our church to meet 
in class 1 

Ans. Serious persons may be admitted 
at the discretion of the leader. 

Ques. 2. How often shall we permit 
strangers to be present at our love·feasts 1 

Ans. Serious persons may be admitted 
at the discretion of the pastor. Provided, 
nevertheless, that the several quarterly 
conferences may adopt such regulations in 
these cases, as they may deem expedient. 

SECTION XXV. 

Of Marriage. 

Ques. Do we observe any evil which 
has prevailed in our church with respect 
to marriage 1 
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Ans. Many Christians have married 
with unawakened persons. This has pro
duced bad effects ; they have been either 
hindered for life, or have turned back to 
perdition. 

We do not prohibit our people from 
marrying persons who are not of our 
church, provided such persons have the 
form, and are seeking the power of godli
ness ; but we am determined to discourage 
their marrying persons who do not come 
up _10 this descxiption. 

SECTION XXVI. 
Dress and Furniture. 

Ques. 1. Should we insist on the rules 
concerning dress~ 

Ans. By all means. This is no time to 
give encouragement to superfluity of ap
parel. Therefore let none be received 
into the church, until they have left off the 
wearing of gold and all superfluous orna
ments. In order to this, 

1. Let every one who has charge of a 
circuit or station read Mr. Wesley's ser
mon on dre.~s, at least once a year, in every 
church. 

2. In visiting the classes be very mild~ 
but very strict. 
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3. Allow of no exemptcase,-better one 
suffer than many. 

Ques. 2. Should we insist on cheap, as 
well as plain dress 1 

Ans. Certainly; we should not on any 
account spend what the Lord has put into 
our hands as stewards to be used for his 
glory, in expensive apparel, when thou
sands are suffering for food and raiment, 
and millions perishing for the word of life. 
Let the dress of every member of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Connection be both 
plain and cheap. Let the strictest econo
my be used in these respects. 

And we would not only enjoin on all 
who fear God plain dress, but we would 
recommend to our preachers and people, 
according to Mr. Wesley's views express
ed in his sermon on the inefficiency of 
Christianity, published but a few years 
before his death, and hence containing his 
matured judgment, distinguishing plain
ness, Plainness, which will publicly commit 
them to the maintenance of their Christian 
profession wherever they may go. 

Ques. 3. Should our furniture, as well 
as dress, be plain and cheap 1 

Ans. By all means. Let the strictest 
economy be observed in both. L et no ex
pensive furniture or high-priced carriages 
be used by Wesleyan Methodists, while 
there is a single individual for whom Christ 
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died, hungry or naked, or without the 
word of li fe . And let the same principle 
of saving all we can , that we may have to 
give to those who need, govern us in rent
ing or building houses to live in. 

N. B. W e disapprove of Christians 
ehanging their apparel in mourning for the 
'1ead_ 

SECTION XXYII. 

The Form and Manner of Ordaining 
Elders . 

[When the day appointed is come, there 
shall be a sermon or exhortation, declaring 
the duty and office of such as come to be 
admitted elders .] 

Then their names being read aloud, the 
president shall say unto the people, 

Brethren, these are they whom we pur
pose, God willing, this day to ordain elders. 
For after due examination, we find not to 
the contrary, but that they are lawfully 
called to this functio n and ministry, and 
that they are persons meet for the same . 
But if th ere be any of you who knoweth 
any impediment or crime in any of them, 
for the which he ought not to be received 
into this holy mini.itry, let him come forth 

6 
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in the name of G.od, and show what the 
crime or impediment is. 

Then shall be said the Collect, Epistle, and 
Gospel, as followeth :-

The Collect. 
Almighty God, giver of all good things, 

who by thy Holy Spirit hast appointed 
elders in thy Church; mercifully behold 
these thy servants now called to this office, 
and replenish them so with the truth pf 
thy doctrine, anrl adorn them with inno
cency of life, that both by word and good 
example they may faithfully serve thee in 
this office, to the glory of thy name, and 
the edification of thy church, through the 
merits of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 
Ghost, world without end. Amen. 

The Epistle. Eph. iv. 7-13. 
Unto every one of us is given grace ac

cording to the measure of the gift of Christ. 
Wherefore he saith, when he ascendeth 
up on high, he lGd captivity captive, and 
gave gifts unto men. (Now that he as
cended, what is it but that he also de
.scended first into the lower parts of the 
earth~ H e that descended is the same 
also that ascended up far above all heavens, 
that he might fill all things.) And he 
gave ~ome apostles, and some prophets, 
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and some evangelists, and some pastors and 
teachers, for the perfecting of the saints, for 
the work of the ministry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ, till we all come in 
the unity of the faith, and of the knowl
edge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ. 

After this shall be read for the Gospel, 
part of the tenth chapter of St. John. 

• St. John x. 1-16. 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that 

entereth not by the door into the sheep
fold, but climbeth up some other way, the 
same is a thief and a robber. But he that 
enteretb in by the door, is the shepherd of 
the sheep. To him the porter openeth, 
and the sheep hear his voice, and he call
eth his own sheep by name, and leadeth 
them out. And when he putteth forth his 
own sheep, he goeth hefore them, and the 
sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 
And a stranger will they not follow, but 
flee from him, for they know not the voice 
of strangers. This parable spake Jesus 
un\o them, but they understood not what 
things they were which he spake unto 
them. Then Eaid Jesus unto them again, 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the 
door of the sheep. All that ever came be
fore me are thieves and robbers, but the 
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sheep did not hear them. I am the door; 
by me if any man enter in, he shall be 
saved, and shall go in and out and find 
pasttire. The thief cometh not but to 
steal, and to kill, and to destroy; I am 
come that they might have life, and that 
they might have it more abundantly. I 
am the good shepherd; the good shep
herd giveth his life for the sheep. -
But he that is a hireling, and not the 
shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, 
seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the 
sheep and fleeth, and the wolf catcheth 
them, and scattereth them. The hireling 
fieeth because he is a hireling, and careth 
not for the sheep. I am the good shepherd, 
and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 
As the Father lmoweth me, even so know 
I the Father: and I lay down my life for 
the sheep. And other sheep I have which 
are not of this fold ; them also I must 
bring, and they shall hear my voice, and 
there shall be one fold and one shepherd. 

And that done, the president shall say unto 
them as hereafter followeth: 

You have heard, brethren, as well in 
your private examination as in the exhor
tation which was now made to · you, and in 
the holy lessons taken out of the gospel, 
and the writings of the apostles, of what 
dignity, and of how great importance this 
office is whereunto ye are called. And now 
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again we exhort you, in the name of our 
Lord J i<sus Christ, that you have in re
membrance, into how high a dignity, and 
to how weighty an office, ye are called: 
that is to say, to be messengers, watchmen 
and stewards of the Lord ; to teach and to 
premonish ; to feed and provide for the 
Lord's family ; to seek for Christ's sheep 
that are dispersed abroad, and fdr his chil
dren who are in the midst of this evil 
world, that they may be saved through 
Christ forever. 
· Have always, therefore, printed in your 
remembrance, how great a treasure is com
mitted to your charge ; for they are the 
sheep of Christ, which he bought with his 
death, and for whom he shed his blood. 
The church and congregation whom you 
must serve, is his spouse and his body. 
And if it shall happen, the same church, 
or any member thereof, do take any hurt or 
hindrance by reason of your negligence, ye 
know the greatness of the fault, and also 
the horrible punishment that will ensue. 
Wherefore consider with yourselves the 
end of the ministry toward the children of 
God, toward the spouse and body of Christ; 
and see that you never cease your labor, 
your care and diligence, until you have 
done all that lieth in you, according to your 
bounden duty, to bring all such as are or 
shall be committed to your charge, unto 
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that agreement in the faith and knowledge 
of God, and to that ripeness and perfect
ness of age in Christ, that there be no 
place left among you, either for error in 
religion or for viciousness in life. 

Forasmuch, then, as your office is both 
of so great cxcellenc y and of so great dif
ficulty, ye see with how great care and 
study ye ought to apply yourselves, as 
well that ye may show yourselves dutiful 
and thankful unto tliat Lord who hath 
placed you in so high a dignity, as also to 
beware that neither you yourselves offend. 
Howbeit, ye cannot have a mind and will 
thereto of yourselves ; for that will and 
ability is given of God alone : therefore ye 
ought and have need to pray earnestly for 
his Holy Spirit. And seeing that ye can
not by any other means compass the doing 
of so weighty a work, pertaining to the 
salvation of man, but with doctrine and 
exhortation taken out of the Holy Scrip
tures, and with a life agreeable to the 
same ; consider how studious ye ought to 
be in reading and learning the Scriptures, 
and in framing t11e manners both of your
selves and of them that specially pertain 
unto you, according to the rule of the same 
Scriptures ; anil for this self-same cause, 
how ye ought to forsake and set aside (as 
much as you may) all worldly cares and 
studies. 

-----··- .....·-·---"""-·~~-
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We have good hope that you have all 
weighed and pondered these things with 
yourselves long before th.is time ; and that 
you have clearly determined, by God's 
grace, to give yourselves ·wholly to this 
office, whereunto it hath pleased God to 
call you : so that, as much as lieth in you, 
you will apply yourselves wholly to this one 
thing, and draw all your cares and studies 
this way, and that you will continually 
pray to God the Father, by the mediation 
of our only Saviour Jesus Christ, for the 
heavenly assistance of the Holy Ghost; 
that by daily reading and weighing of the 
Scriptures, ye may wax riper and stronger 
in your ministry ; and that ye may so en
deavor yourselves, from time to time, to 
sanctify the lives of you and yours, and to 
fashion them after the rule and doctrine of 
Christ, that ye may be wholesome and 
godly examples and patterns for the people 
to follow. 

And now that this present congregation 
of Christ here assembled, may also under
stand your minds and wills in these things, 
and that tl1is your promise may the more 
move you to do your duties, ye shall an
swer plainly to tlrnse things which we, in 
the name of God and his Church, shall de
mand of you touching the same. 

Do you think in your heart tlmt you are 
truly called, according to the will of our 
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Lord Jesus Christ, to the office and work 
of elders? 

Ans. I think so. 
The president. Are you persuaded that 

the Holy Scriptures contain sufficiently all 
doctrine required of necessity for eternal 
salvation through faith in Jesus Christ? 
And are you detennined out of the said 
Scriptures to instruct the people committed 
to your charge, and to teach nothing as re
quired of necessity to eternal salvation, but 
that which you shall be persuaded may be 
concluded and proved by the Scripture ? 

Ans. I am so persuaded, and have so 
determined by God's grace. 

The president. Will you, then, give your 
faithful diligence a) ways so to minister the 
doctrine and sacraments and discipline of 
Christ, as the Lord hath commanded ? 

Ans. I will do so by the help of the 
Lord. 

The president. Will you be ready witl 
all faithful diligence to banish and drive 
away all erroneous and strange doctrines 
contrary to God's word ; and to use both 
public and private monitions and exhorta
tions, as well to the sick as to the whole 
within your charge, as need shall require 
and occasion shall be given ? 

Ans. I will, the Lord being my helper. 
The president. Will you be diligent in 

prayers, and in reading of the Holy Scrip-
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tures, and in such studies as help to the 
knowledge of the same, laying aside the 
study of the world and the flesh? 

Ans. I will endeavor to do so, the Lord 
being my helper. 

The president. Will you be diligent to 
frame and fashion yourselves and your 
families according to the doctrine of Christ, 
and to make both yourselves and them, as 
much as in you lieth, wholesome examples 
and patterns to the flock of Christ? 

Ans. I shall apply myself thereto, the 
Lord being my helper. 

The president. Will you maintain, and 
set forward, as much as lieth in you, quiet
ness, peace, and love, among all Christian 
people, and especially among them thatare 
or shall be committed to your charge ? 

Ans. I will do so, the Lord being my 
helper. 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God and heavenly Father, who 
of thine infinite love and goodness toward 
us, hast given to us thy only and most 
dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ to be our 
Redeemer, and the author of everlasting 
life ; who, after he had made perfect our 
redemption by his death, and was ascended 
into heaven, sent abroad into the world his 
apostles, prophets, evangelists, teachers, 
and pastors, by whose labor and ministry 
he gathered together a great flock in all 
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parts of the world, to set forth the eternal 
praise of thy holy name: for these so great 
benefits of thy eternal goodness, and for 
that thou hast vouchsafed to call these thy 
servants here present to the same office 
and ministry appointed for the salvation of 
mankind, we render unto thee our most 
hearty thanks ; we praise and worship 
thee; and we humbly beseech thee by the 
same, thy blessed Son, to grant unto all 
who either here or elsewhere call upon 
thy name, that we may continue to show 
ourselves thankful unto thee for these, and 
all other thy benefits, and that we may 
daily increase and go forward in the knowl
edge and faith of thee and thy Son by the 
Holy Spirit. So that as well by these thy 
ministers, as by them over whom they shall 
be appointed thy ministers, thy holy name 
may be forever glorified, and thy blessed 
kingdom enlarged through the same, thy 
Son Jes us Christ our Lord : "'ho liveth 
and reigneth with thee in the unity of the 
same Holy Spirit, world witJ1out end. 
Amen. 

\Vhen this prayer is done, the president, 
or officiating elder, with the elders pres
ent, shall lay their hands severally upon 
the head of every one that receiveth the 
order of elders ; the receivers humbly 
kneeling upon their knees, and the pres
ident saying, 
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The Lord pour upon thee the Holy 
Ghost for the office and work of an elder 
in the Church of God. And be thou a 
faithful dispenser of the word of God, and 
of his holy sacraments; in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. 

Then the president shall say, 

Most merciful Father, we beseech thee 
to send upon these thy servants thy heav
enly blessings, that they may be clothed 
with righteousness, and that thy word spo
ken by their mouths may have such suc
ce~, that it may never be spoken in vain. 
Grant also tliat we may have grace to hear 
and receive what they shall deliver out of 
thy most holy word, or agreeably to t11e 
same, as the means of our salvation; and 
that in all our words and deeds we may 
seek thy glory, and t11e increase of thy 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Prevent us, 0 Lord, in all our doings, 
with t11y most gracious favor, and farther 
us with thy continual help, that in all our 
works begun, continued, and ended in thee, 
we may glorify thy holy name, and finally, 
by thy mercy, obtain everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The peace of God, which passeth all un
derstanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
the knowledge and love of God, and of his 
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Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the bless
ing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, be among you and re
main with you always. Amen. 

SECTION XXVIII. 

Baptism of Infants. 

Let every adult person, and th e paren ts 
of every child to he baptised, have the 
choice either of immersion, sprinkling or 
pouring. 

The parents or parent of the child pre
sented for baptism shall be asked the fol
lowin g questions. 

Ques. Hast thou renounced the devil 
and all his works. the vain pomp and glory 
of the world, with all covetous desires of 
the same, and the carnal desires of the 
flesh, so that thou dost not follow or art 
not. led by them~ 

Ans. l have renounced them all; and 
by God 's help will endeavor not to follow 
or be led by th em . 

Ques. Dost thou believe in God the 
Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ his only begot
ten Son our Lord ; that he took man nature 
in th e womb of the Virgin l\lary, and was 
born of her ; that he suffered under Pon-
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tius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; 
that he rose again on the third day; that 
he ascended into heaven and sitteth at the 
right hand of God, the Father, Almighty, 
and that he shall come again at the end of 
the world to judge the quick and the dea<l 1 

And dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the communion of saints, the remission of 
sins, the regeneration of our fallen nature, 
the resurrection of the body, and everlast
ing life after death 1 

Ans. All this I steadfastly believe. 
Ques. Wilt thou have this child bap

tized into this faith ; and be made an infant 
member of Christ's holy church 1 

Ans. This is my desire. 
Quea. Wilt thou then diligently teach 

it God's hnly word, and cause it to walk 
in obedience to his holy will and command
ments until it. come to years to assume in 
its own person the faith, vows and obliga
tions of baptism 1 

Ans. I will endeavor so to do, the 
Lord b3ing my helper. 

The Ministration of Baptism to such as are 
of riper years. 

The minister shall demand of each of 
the persons to be baptized, severally, 

Ques. Dost thou renounce the devil 
and all his works, the vain pomp and glory 
of the world, with all covetous desires of 
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the same, and tho carnal desires of the 
flesh, so that thou wilt not follow or be led 
by them 1 

Ans. I renounce them all. 
Ques. Dost thou believe in God the 

Father Almighty, Maker or heaven and 
earth 1 and in Jesus Christ his only begot
ten Son our Lord ? and that he was con
ceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Vir
gin Mary 1 that he suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried: 
that he rose again the third day; that he 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
and from thence shall come again, at the 
end of the world, to judge the quick and 

• the dead 1 
And dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost, 

the remission of sins ; the resurrection of 
the body, and everlasting life after death? 

Ans. All this I steadfastly believe. 
Ques. Wilt thou be baptized· in this 

faith? 
Ans. This is my desire. 
Ques. Wilt thou then obediently keep 

God's holy will and commandments, and 
walk in the same all the days of thy life 1 

Ans. I will endeavor so to do, God being 
my helper. ' 

Then shall the minister sprinkle or pour 
water upon him, (or, if he desire it, shall 
immerse him in water,) saying, 
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N. I baptize thee in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Amen. 

Then shall be said the Lord's prayer. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 

be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will 
be done on earth, as it is in heaven: give 
us this day our daily bread ; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive them that 
trespass against us : and lead us not into 
temptation ; but deliver us from evil. 
Amen. 

[Then let the minister conclude with an 
appropriate prayer.] 

SECTION XXIX. 
The Order for the Administration of the 

Lord's Supper. 

We recommend to our preachers to 
observe the following directions, in the 
administration of the Lord's Supper. 

1. Let the elder read the following, or 
some other appropriate passages of Scrip
ture ; during which time a collection shall 
be taken up for the poor:-

"Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, and 
glori;y your Father which is in heaven." 
-Matt. v. 16. 
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" Lay not up for yourselves treasures 
upon earth, where moth and rust doth cor
rupt, and where thieves break through and 
steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves do not 
break through nor steal."-Matt. vi. 19, 20. 

"Whatsoever ye would that men should 
do unto you, even so do unto them : for 
this is the law and the prophets."-Matt. 
vii. 12. 

" Not every one that saith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom 
of heaven, but he that doe th the will of 
my Father, who is in heaven."-Matt. vi. 
21. 

"Zaccheus stood forth, and said unto 
the Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of my 
goods I give to the poor; and if I have 
done any wrong to any man, I restore him 
fourfold."-Luke xix. 8. 

"He that soweth little, shall reap little; 
and he that soweth plenteously; shall reap 
plenteously. Let every man do according 
as he is disposed in heart; not grudgingly 
or of necessity; for God loveth a cheerful 
giver ."-2 Cor. ix. 6, 7. 

" While we have time, let us do good 
unto all men, aud especially unto them 
that are of the household of faith. ''-Gal. 
vi. 10. 

"Godliness with contentment is great 
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gain ; for we brought nothing into this 
world, and it is cer.tain we can <:arry no th· 
ing out."-.} Tim . . vi. 6, 7 .. 

"Charge .them who are rich in this 
world, that they be ready to give, and ·glad 
to distribute, Jaying up in store for th em
selves a good foundation against the .time 
to come, that they may attain eter.nal life." 
-l Tim. vi. 17, 18, 19. 

" God is not unrighteous, that he will 
forget your works and labor that proceed
eth of love ; which love you have showed 
for his na1mi·i; sa1rn, who have r:r.in~stered 
unto the saints, and yet do minister."
H eb. vi. 10. 

"To do good, and to distiihute, forget 
not ; for with such sacrifices ·God is well 
p1eased . "-Heb. xiii. 16. 

" Whoso hath thjs world's goods., and 
seeth bis brother have need, al'.ld shutteth 
up his bowels of compassfon from him, 
how dwelleth the love of God in "him 1 " -

1 John iii. 17. 
"He that hath pity upon the poor, lertd

eth unto the Lord : and look, what he 
layeth out, it shall be paid him again."
Prov. xix . 1'7. 

" Blessed is the man that providet'h fOT 
the sick and needy; the Lord shall deliver 
him in time of trouble. " -Psalm xii. I. 

2 Let an appropriate hymn be sung. 
7 
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3. After which the elder shall say, 
Ye that do truly and earnestly repent of 

your sins, and are in love and charity with 
your neighbors, and intend to lead a new 
life, following the commandments of God, 
and walking from henceforth in his holy 
ways; draw near with faith, and take this 
holy sacrament to your comfort; and make 
your humble confession to almighty God. 

4. Then shall a general prayer be offered 
by the ininister, in the name of all those 
who are minded to receive the holy sacra
ment, both he and all the people kneeling 
humbly upon their knees. The minister 
shall then proceed to distribute the ele
ments, using the following words: 

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which was given for thee, preserve thy 
soul and body into everlasting life. Take 
and eat this in remembrance that Christ 
died for thee, and feed on him in thy heart 
by faith with thanksgiving. 
And the minister that delivereth the cup 

shall say, 
The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

which was shed for thee, preserve thy soul 
and body unto everlasting life. Drink this 
in remembrance that Christ's blood was 
shed for thee, and be thankful. 
Then shall the.elder say the Lord's prayer: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 

_..........._ .... _ .... -- ~ 
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be thy name: thy kingdom come: thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven: give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive them that 
trespass against us : and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

[Unfermented wine only should be used 
at the sacrament.) 

SECTION xxx. 
The Order of the Burial of the Dead. 

[N. B. The following or some other 
solemn service may be used.] 
The minister, going before the corpse, 

shall say, 
I am the resurrection and the life, saith 

the Lord ; he that believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live ; and who
soever liveth, and believeth in me, shall 
never die: John xi. 25, 26. 

I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that he shall stand at the latter day upon 
the earth; and though, after my skin, worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I 
see God, whom I shall see for myself; and 
mine eyes shall behold and not another: 
Job xix. 25, 26, 27. 
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We brought nothing into this world, and 
it is certain we can carry nothing out. 
The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away ; blessed be the name of the Lord : 
I. Tim. vi. 7; Job. i. 21. 1 · 

At the grave, when the corpse is laid in 
the earth, the minister shall say, 

Man that is born of a woman hath but a 
short time to live, and is full of misery. 
He cometh up, and is cut down like a 
flower: he fleeth as it were a shadow, and 
never continueth in one stay. 

In the midst of life we are in death ; of 
whom may we seek for succor, but of thee, 
0 Lord, who for our sins art justly dis
pleased? 

Yet, 0 Lord God most holy, 0 Lord 
most mighty, 0 holy and most merciful 
Saviour, deliver us not unto the bitter 
pains of eternal death. 

Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our 
hearts : shut not thy merciful ears to our 
prayers, but spare us, Lord most holy, 0 
God most mighty, 0 holy and merciful 
Saviour, thou most worthy Judge eternal, 
suffer us not at our last hour for any pains 
of death to fall from thee. · 

Then may be said, 
I heard a voice from heaven, saying unto 

me, V/ rite ; from henceforth blessed are the 
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dead who die in the Lord : even so sait11 
tlie Spirit; for they rest from t11eir labors. 

[Then shall the minister offer an appro
priate prayer.] 

s ECTION XXXI. 
Secret Oath-bound Societies. 

Ques. Have we any directions to give 
concerning oat11-bound societies ? 

Ans. We will on no account tolerate 
our ministers and members in joining 
secret oath-bound societies, or holding 
fellowship with them, as, in t11c judgme'ht of 
t11e Wesleyan Methodist Connection, it is 
inconsistent wit11 our duties to God and 
Christianity to hold such connections . 

SECTION XXXII. 

On Peace . 

We believe the gospel of Christ to be 
every way opposed to the practice of war, 
in all its forms; and those customs which 
tend to foster and perpetuate the war 
spirit to be inconsistent with the benevo
lent designs of ilie Christian religion. 
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SECTION XXXIII. 
On Finance. 

1. The annual allowance of the married 
stationed and superannuated preachers shall 
'be two hundred dollars and their travelling 
expenses. 

2. The annual allowance of unmarried 
stationed and superannuated preachers and 
ministers, shall be one hundred dollars and 
their travelling expenses. 

3. Each child under fourteen years 
shall be allowed twenty dollars annually. 
And those preachers whose wives are 
deceased, shall be allowed such additional 
sum for each child, annually, as the yearly 
conference shall determine. 

4. The annual allowance of the widows 
of stationed and superannuated preachers, 
shall be one hundred dollars. 

5. The children of deceased stationed 
and superannuated ministers, and preach
ers, shall be allowed annually such a sum 
as the yearly conference shall judge 
necessary for their support and education. 

6. The stewards of each circuit and 
station shall be a standin$" committee, 
(where no trustees are constituted for that 
purpose) to provide houses for the families 
of ow married preachers, or to assist the 
preachers to obtain l10uses for themselves, 
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when they are appointed to labor among 
them. 

7. A financial coml)littee shall be ap
pointed, by each qua.1:erly conference or 
church, whose duty it shall be to estimate 
what additional aroJunt shall be necessary 
for the support of the ministry, if any, be
yond the regulat allowance already provi
ded for. 

And such supplies may be raised by 
such meaVS as the quarterly conference 
and churthes shall adopt. 

SECTION XXXIV. 

Boundaries of Yearly Conferences. 

1. The New York Conference compri
ses so much of the State of New York as 
is not included in the Champlain, St. Law
rence and Rochester Conferences,and New 
Jersey and Eastern Pennsylvania. 

2. The New England Conference com
prises the New England States, except 
tho.t portion of Y ermont west of the Green 
Mountains. 

3. The Champlain Conference compri
ses o.11 that part of Vermont lying west of 
the Green Mountains, and including, in the 
State of New York, Clinton, E11sex , 
Warren, Washington and Saratoga. CtJtlfi
ties, and so much of Rensel1aer county a. 
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lies north of a line running from the souti't
west comer of the State of Y ermont ti'> 
the city of Troy, including Troy. 

4. St. Lawrenct:. Conference comprisei>) 
the Franklin, St. Lavrence, Jefferson and 
Lewis counties, in the <;;tate of New York, 
and· so much of Oswe~o county as lies 
east of the Oswego river. 

5. Rochester Confere•ce comprises 
Tioga, Cortfantl and Onondai;a counties in 
the· State of; New York, and '-hat part of 
Oswego county west of the Osw~go rivel", 
and all that part of the State of New 
York lying west of the above l\amed· 
counties. 

6. The Alle~Heny Conference incluJes
that pan of Pellnsylvania west of the 
Allegheny mountains, ancl that part of 
Ohio east of the Scioto river, to the mouth 
of the Little Scioto, thence to · Upper San'
dusky, and along the Sandusky river to 
Sandusky bay, and Wes tern Virginia. 

7. The Miami Conference comprises 
that part of Ohio not included in the 
Allegheny Conference, and the State· of 
Indiana. 

8. The Michigan Conference comprises 
the State of Michigan. 

!l. The Illinois Conference comprises 
the State of Illinois. 

lO. The Wisconsin Conference com
pris1')s the Territories of Wisconsin and 
low.a.. 
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SECTION XXXV. 
Book Concern. 

l. There shall be a Book Concern in the 
city of New York, tho affairs of which shall 
be managed by a general agent and a book 
committee, consisting of twelve members, 
six of whom shall be ministers or preachers, 
as follows : one stationed minister or 
preacher from New York, one from Phila
delphia, one from Troy, and one from Al
bany, together with two unstationed minis
ters from New York or vicinity. The otl1er 
six shall be laymen from New York city. 
This committee shall be appointed annually 1 

by the New York Conference. 
2. There shall also be published, in con

nection with the Book Concern, one reli
gious newspaper, under the patronage of 
the General Conference, to be called " THE 
TRUE WESLEYAN," under the supervision 
of an Editor appointed by the General Con
ference. 

3. The Agent and Editor shall be mem
bers of the Book Committee. 

4. The Book Committee shall fix the sal
ary of the Agent and Editor; they shall de
termine what books shall be published, and 
shall also fbt the price of the same : provi
ded that it shall be the duty of the Agent 
to publish any work recommended by two-

. ·---- ---..- -----
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thirds of the members of any two annual 
conferences. They shall also have power 
to fill all vacancies that may occur in their l 
own board in the interval of the New York 
Conference, by resignation, death, or other-
wise : and they may remove the Agent or 
Editor if they judge the interests of the 
cause require such removal, and may fill 
his place till the next session of the New 
Yark Conference, which shall fill the va-
cancy. This Committee shall make an an-
nual exhibition of the state of the Concern 
to each yearly conference, and shall also 
present a full report to the General Con
ference. 

5. Seven members of the Committee 
shall constitute a quorum for the transac
tion of business, except in the removal of 
an Agent or Editor, when it shall require 
a vote of a majority of all the members of 
the board. 

6. The Agent and Editor shall be ac
countable to the New York Conference for 
their conduct, and the faithful discharge of 
their duties, and if ministers, shall, by vir
tue of their apointment, be members of the 
New York Conference. 

7. The Book Committee shall bo an ad
visory council of the Editor, and shall have 
a right to decide, when requested by him, 
or when they judge the interests of the 
cause require it, on what shall be published 
in The True Wesleyan. 
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8. Meetings of the Book Committee may 
be called at a11y time by the Agent, or by 
any three members of the board; and when 
such meetings are called, it shall be the 
dut}'. of the secretary always to notify all 
the resident members, unless public notice 
be given in the Wesleyan. 

9. There shall be depositories of all pub
lications issuing from the Wesleyan press, 
in New York, at Boston, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
Cincinnati, 0 ., and also at Ann Arbor, or 
some place within the bounds of the 
Michigan Conference. The books shall 
be sent to these depositories at the expense 
of the Concern, and the agents of these de
positories shall be allowed 30 per cent. dis
count from the retail prices. These depos
itories shall be entirely under the control 
of the General Agent. 

10. Preachers and wholesale purchasers 
shall be allowed 25 per cent. discount on 
all Wesleyan publications, whether ordered 
from New York, or any depository : and 
when fifty dollars worth or more shall be or
dered at one time, with the cash in advance, 
the books shall be sent to any part of the 
country at the risk and expense of the Con
cern, and not of those who purchase. 

11. It shall be the duty of all agents of 
depositories, and others ordering books, to 
make remittances as fast as the books are 
13old,-and all accounts must be settled at 

'----------...... . ..-.-.........- ........ 
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the close of each conference year, at far
thest. 

12. It shall be tlie duty of all Wesleyan 
ministers and preachers, to use their influ
ence to extend the circulation of our books 
and periodicals. 

13. The Agent shall be at liberty to pub
lish, with the consent of the Book Commit
tee, a periodical to be entitled the "WES
LEYAN QUARTERLY REVIEW,'' when, in his 
ju<lgment, such a work can be sustained. 

14. The Editor of the True Wesleyan 
shall be the editor also of the Juvenile Wes
leyan, and of our Sabbath school books,
and the Agent shall be editor of all the 
books on our general catalogue, and shall 
transact all tlie financial business of the 
whole establishment. 

15. All the property of the Concern shall 
be held in trust for the Vv esleyan Metho
dist Connection of America by the Book 
Committee, whose duty it shall be to pro
cure an act of incorporation as soon as 
practicable. 

16. For the purpose of carrying on the 
business concern with greater facility, there 
shall be a fund of from ten to twenty thou
sand dollars raised on the joint stock plan, 
in shares of one hundred dollars each, the 
legal interest of which shall be paid annu
ally in cash or books at wholesale prices, 
and the principal as soon as the state of the 
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Concern will allow, and at farthest, within 
the space of eight years. 

17. All persons who receive books from 
the agents of depositories may make their 
remittances directly to the General Agent 
at New York, when more convenient, which 
shall be credited to the account of the sub
agent to whom it belongs. 

FlllST GENERAL CONFERENCE 

OF THE 

WESLEYAN METHODIST CONNECTION 

OF AMERICA. 

Tms body of Christians and Christian 
ministers met in Cleveland, Ohio, \Vednes
nay, Oct. 3, I84.4, at IO o'clock, A. 1\1. 
As many were not present, a temporary 
organization only was entered into. The ~ 
meeting was called to order by Edward 
Smith, and Luther Lee was appointed 
President pro fem . Levi Woodson was 
appointed Secretary pro tem. 

In the afternoon the Conference was or
ganized fully. Orange Scott was elected 
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President. He however declined serving. 
After various expressions of unwilling
ness, the Conference accepted his resigna
tion. On a second or third balloting, 
Luther Lee was elected President. 

At the first ballot, L. C. Matlack had 
the most votes for Secretary , but there was 
no choice. He declined being a candidate 
for the office, and a second balloting re
sulted in the election of Robert McMurdy. 

The President then called on Br. 
Boucher to read the Scriptures. After 
singing, Br. Boucher and Cyrus Prindle 
u.nited in prayer. 

A holy glow of religious feeling perva·· 
ded the Conference, which continued to 
guide the deliberation of this body to a 
happy issue. 'Vhen the Conference re
sumed its business, it was voted that Lu
cius C. Matlad' be appointed Conference 
r eporter. Committees were appointed on 
Revisals, Boundaries, P astoral Address, 
Slavery ,Temperance, Education, Missions, 
P eace, and on the Annual Conference 
Journal s, &c. 

The following names were on the com-
mittees . 

On Revisa!s.-L. Lee, Ed. Smith, P.A. 
Ogden, S. Bebens, Wm . H. Brewster, C. 
Prindle, Thom"s Freeman , R . .Mc.Murdy, 
L. C . .Matlack, J . Byington, George Swift, 
G. Pegler. 
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Books and Pei·iodicals.-L. C. Matlack, 
J. W. Walker, J. Boucher, V. Meeker, J. 
Horton, L. King, A. R. Dempster, J. Wat
son, R. McMurdy, Wm. P. Essler, IL Mc
Kee, 0. Scott. 

Boundaries.-R. Bennett, H. McKee, 
Thos. McKeever, S. H. Chace, G. S. Bar
ker, 0. Scott. 

.fJ Pastoral .!lddress.-0. Prindle, E. 
Smith, J. Boucher. 

Slavery.-E. Smith, L. Lee, Wm. M. Sul
livan. 

Temperance.-Wm . H . Brewster, J. W. 
'\Valker, P A. Ogden. 

Missions .-L. Lee, L . Woodson, R. Bran
driff, Wm. P. Essler, J. Horton, L. King. 

Peace.-J. Walker, C. Woodruff, L. C. 
Matlack. 

Itinerancy an'd Confei·ence Records.-R. 
Gardiner, M. Harker, Wm. M. Sullivan,H. 
McKee, L. Lee, 0. Scott. 

Religious Services. - Ed ward Smith, J. 
Horton, Wm. M. Sullivan. 

Observance of the Sabbath.-S. H. Chace, 
J. Young, G. Swift. 

Orange Scott, J. H. Vincent and E. Smith 
were appointed a committee on the memo
rial of J. N. Mars; and R. Bennett, J. Hor
ton and M. Harker were tbe committee on 
admitting members of pro-slavery churches 
to the communion. 

NUMBERS IN THE CONNECTION. 
Allegheny Conference. E. Smith, Pres

ident. This conference has doubled its 
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membership, and stationed this year 45 
preachers. The membership numbers 
2500. 

Miami Conference. P . A . Ogden, Pres
ident. In 1843 this couference numbered 
500 in the membership. This year it re
ports 2400, having more than quadrupled 
in one year. It stationed 42 preachers. 

Michigan Conference. Wm. M. Sulli
van , President. This conference was or
ganized in 1841, previous to the eastern 
secession, and united with the Wesleyans 
at Utica. It stations 22 preachers. The 
membership is 1300. 

New England Conf erene,e. J. Horton, 
President. There are 36 preachers sta
tioned, and 2400 members on the various 
circuits and stations. 

Champlain Conference. C. Prindle, 
President. In 1843 they had 1000, now 
2500 members. Within a few months, 
more than 300 were added by conversion. 

New York Conference. L. Lee, Presi· 
dent. At the first session of this confer
ence, four months since, the membership 
was 3500. They have 60 stationed preach
ers. 

Including preachers, stationed and un-· 
stationed, supposing their numbers equal, 
the Connection is in all 15,000 members. 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

On the first balloting for Book Agent, it 
was ascertained I hat thirty ·four votes were 
cast, and 0. Scott had thirty-two votes. 

The ballot for Editor resulted in the 
choice of Luther Lee, by twen 1y-six out 
of thirty-seven votes. 

REPORT OF THE COMi\IlTTEE ON THE SUB

JECT OF PEACE. 

Christian duty can only be determined 
by an appeal to the law and to the testi
mony. Other standards are assumed, how
ever, by many. The right to decide our 
duty by the circumstances of the case, or 
the supposed results of action, has been ar
gued by learned and wise men. The con
sequence is, the justification of actions 
which debase and destroy mankind, and 
dishonor God. Among these wicked acts, 
is the practice of war. 

Duty on this question is clearly set forth 
in the laws of Christianity, as the following 
extracts will show. "Love your enemies. 
Bless them that curse you. Do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them that 
despitefully use and persecute you. See 
that none render evil for evil to any man. 
Recompense to no man evil for evil, but 
overcome evil with good. Lay aside all 
malice. Be gentle, showing all meekness 

8 
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to all men. But if ye forgive not men 
their trespasses, neither will your Father 
forgive you. Forgive, if ye have aught 
against any. God hath called us to peace. 
Live in peace." 

It need only be observed, on these pro
visions of Christian law, that the obser
vance of them would prevent, not only the 
practice of offensive and defensive war, 
but it would prevent those dispositions of 
the mind and those customs which tend to 
foster and perpetuate the war spirit. 

L. c. MATLACK, 

J . W . WALKER, 

c. WOODRUFF. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Whereas opposite op1mons are enter
tained on the power of t11e General Con
ference, as specified in the restrictive rule, 
therefore, 

R esolved, That the restrictive rule shall 
be amended by adding, "nor shall they 
adopt any rule which establishes a new 
test of membership." N evert11eless, t11e 
final adoption of tliis amendment shall be 
submitted to all tlie yearly conferences, 
and become a law when approved by two
thirds of tire whole number of voters given 
in all tlie yearly conferences. 

R esolved, That all the yearly conferen
ces be required to act at their next session, 

·--
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upon every amendment to the restrictive 
rule, whether it emanate from the General 
or a yearly conference. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON TEM

PERANCE. 

"' The committee on Temperance beg 
leave to report the following. 

Holding as we do, a high position in the 
Church, and in the world, on the subject of 
Temperance, we feel ourselves called upon 
again to record our testimony on this im
portant matter. We lament to learn, that 
to some extent, in some sections of the 
country, intemperance still prevails, and 
that numbers who once enjoyed the bene
fits arising from temperate habits, have · 
again relapsed into their former state of 
wretchedness and degradation. We also 
observe with pain, that many of the church
es of this land, in some parts of the country, 
have sunk into a state of stoical indifference 
on this great question; and viewing our
selves not only as a Reformed, but a Reform
ing body, therefore, 

1. Resolved, That we will not tolerate 
the manufacturing, buying, selling or using 
intoxicating liquors, unless for mechanical, 
chemical or medicinal purposes. 

2. Resolved, That we urge our minis
ters and members to engage more arduous-

____ .....,_.._ 
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ly in the advocacy and spre:id of temper
ance principles. 

3. Resolved, That we recommend our 
people to refrain as far as possible from 
encouraging and supporting those estab
lishments, commonly known as hotels, &c., 
based on anti-temperance principles. 

4. Resolved, That we recommend all 
our ministers and members to abstain from 
all usehss, needless and hurtful indulgences, 
that their example may become more salu
tary, and that they may have more means 
to employ in useful and benevolent enter-
prises. J. w. "\VALKER, 

w. II. BREWSTER, 

P.A. 0CDEN. 

REPORT ON FEI.LO\VSillPPING MEMBERS OF 

PRO -SLAVERY CHURCflES. 

The committee to whom was referred 
the above subject, beg learn to say that 
they have had the same nnder considera
tion, and present the following as th ei r 
matured opinion. The memorial presen t
ed to th e Conference proposes to it the fol
lowing quest10n,-" Is it lauful and right 
to admit individual members to the Lord 's 
Supper in our church, who belong to 
churches which we consider pro-slavery 
in precept and example 1 " Your com
mittee are inclin ed to the opinion, that the 
above question presents one of those nice 
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points of Christian practice on which it 
would be difficult to le~islate-that the 
case is one that comes more properly under 
individual church or pastoral discretionary 
action. Our position as a denomination or 
a Christian Connection, is that. of non-fel
lowship with slaveholding. This position 
does not require us to decide that all mem
bers of pro-slavery churches must, on ac
count of this membership, be necessarily 
pro-slavery in character. 

The question of the moral dereliction 
from duty of indi1·iduals, in consequence 
of membersl1ip in such churches, must de
pend upon circumstances of which this 
Conference cannot have full knowledge, 
and therefore cannot decide. There are 
doubtless many persons now members of 
churches not decidedly anti-slavery in 
character, who are nevertheless in spirit 
true friends of the slave. Their want of 
information. and the power of the circum
stances under which they are placed, may 
he such as to preclude the possibility of 
their acting intelligently and decidedly on 
the non-fellowship principle. We may, 
on account of our superior liirht, regard 
them as acting rncunsistently with strict 
Christian propriety in retaining member
ship in churches some\\ hat pro-slavery; 
but then we may not be able to decide 
how nearly they act up to the light they 
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possess. They may be accepted of God, 
though somewhat inconsistent in anti-sla
very practice. W e should not grieve 
those whom God has not grieved. Nor 
should we attempt, in our connectional 
capacity, to make rules to meet that end
less variety of cases which may come 
under individual, pastoral or church super
vision. \Ve readily admit that there may 
be, that in fact there are many persons, 
members of pro-slavery churches, who are 
so pro-slavery in character, that they 
ought not to be admitted to the Lord 's 
Supper in our churches: but then these 
cases most properly come under pastoral 
or church cognizance. 

Your committee, therefore, in acting 
under th e best light which they possess, 
ask to be permitted to present the follow
ing resolution, to be adopted by this Con
ference: 

R esolved, That while we are if possble 
more than ever convinced of the rightful
ness of our position as a Connection, in 
adoptin~ and maintaining the principle of 
non-fellowship with slaveholders,-and 
while we admit th at there are many pro
fessed Christians so pro-slavery in charac
ter that they ought not to be a<lmitted to 
fell_owship in our churches, nevertheless, 
we regard it as a matter which requires 
no further legislative action than that 
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which is already provided for in our excel
lent Discipline. 

J. HORTON, 
l\L HARKER, 
R. BENNET. 

REPORT ON MISSIONS. 

The Committee on Missions beg leave 
to submit the following report: 

1. That they esteem the cause of mis
sions of the first importance to the chnrcb. 
<Jf Christ, and espocially to her ministers, 
as constituting an important part <Jf their 
appropriate work. 

2. The miE-Sionary woi:k naturally divides 
itself into two parts,-Home and Foreign. 

3. We recommend that the work of 
Home lVIissions be left for the present t@ 
the several yearly conferences within which. 
-0r nearest to which it may lie, as already 
partially provided for in our Discipline. 

4. fo the present infantile state of our 
-Church ,,...e do not believe she is able, afil • 
such, to engage in the work of Foreiga 
Missions to any grea,t extent; but we be-
lieve that the-re are many persons not con
a:iected with us a£ a church, who would 
be willing to contribute to a F-0reig-n Mis-
sion not e<rnnected with slavery. There-
fore, in view of this, and the fact that 
many of our own members will contribute 
ta Forejgu Missions whether om Gell&al 

.. 
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Conference will or will not take an interest 
in them,-we recommend the establishment 
of one general Treasury, into which all 
moneys for Foreign .Missions shall be 
paid. 

5. We recommend the establishment of 
a Board of Foreign Missions, to consist 
of seven, to be located in New York and 
vicinity, whose duty it shall be to employ 
missionaries, appoint them their work, pay 
them their salaries, determine the appl'O·· 
priation of all moneys, superintend gener
ally the whole work of Foreign Missions, 
and report their d.oings annually to each 
yearly conference, and tu the General 
Conference. · 

fi. We recommend to all the ministers 
and preachers in our Counection, having 
charge, to preach at least one sermon in 
each church of each charge durrng the 
year, in favor of Foreign Missions, and to 
take up a collection for their support. 

7. And we further recommend that the 
General Conference advise the several 
churches throughout our Connection to 
hold a monthly concert of prayer fvr the 
success of missions, on the first Sabbath 
evenin{:[ of each month. 

8. 1 he Committee have learned that 
some of our yearly conferenceti have already 
engaged in Foreign Missions, but not be
yond the bounds of our own continent. 



FIRST GENERAL CONFERENCE. 113 

Of this your Committee approve ; but in_ 
view of the relation which our Connection 
sustains to the colpred population of the 
United States and of the world, we recom
mend that measures be taken to establish a 
mission at some eligible place on the con
tinent of Africa, at the earliest convenient 
period. 

9. In view of their adaptation to the cli
mate, we recommend the selection and qual
ification of persons of African extraction 
for the missionary work on that continent. 

LEw1s WoonsoN, 
JoTHAM HoRTON, 

W. P. EssLER, 

R. BRANDRIFF, 

G. PEGLER. 

REPORT ON EDUCATION. 

There is a bright, a glorious prospect 
before us-especially, as Wesleyan Re
formers. lniq uity and corruption have 
yielded to our attacks, and wherever we 
plant our standard, victory crowns our ef
forts. But we need to fortify our territory, 
extend our conquests, and urge the victo
rious contest even to the last and strongest 
entrenchment of the enemy. In our glo
rious warfare we must rely upon our Com
mander and upon the instrumentality which 
he affords us. Among these, the preach
ing of the word in its fullness and in the 
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demonstration of the Spirit, is undoubted
ly chief. The press will yield great as
sistance . Th ese we are exerting with 
success. But there is another instrumen
tality, which we are by no means at liber
ty to despise. Vv e allude to the cause of 
literature, -sound, sanctified learning. 
While we would not make mere literature 
at.est for the ministerial calling, we would 
make it an ornament to the ministerial 
character-we would regard it as affording 
increased means of usefulness to its pos
sessor. The world-our work especially
is demanding an educated ministry. If 
we cannot supply this demand, others will. 

We have already a share of professional 
men in our ranks, who highly prize the 
benefits of education themselves, and who 
are deeply interested in the education of 
their own families and the community at 
large. 

Our members generally, from the causes 
which have made them Wesleyan Metho
dists, have learned to appreciate the bene
fits of education. The literary wants of 
our denomin ational community are already 
demandin g means of supply. But there is 
a peeled, degraded and restricted class, 
who have hitherto been, to a very great 
extent, exclud ed from the schools and 
seminaries of our land. For these we 
need institutions, men, and pecuniary as
sistance. 
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Your committee rejoice in the assurance 
that the spirit which led to the establish
ment of the Kingswood School, in Eng
land, is the spirit of Wesleyan Methodism 
in this country. Several of our yearly 
·conferences have already taken measures 
for the establishment of conference semina
Ties; and in one or two, \Vesleyan schuols 
are already in successful operation. 

The New England Conforence has estab
lished a seminary in Dracut, l\Iass., under 
the name of "The Wesleyan Institute." 
Teachers are employed, and the seminary is 
in successful operation. 

Our brethren in Michigan have taken the 
preliminary steps for the establishment of a 
conference academy, with a fair prospect of 
success. 

A committee was appointed at the last 
New York Conference to purchase buildings, 
located in Royalton Centre, (which had 
been offered for a 'Vesleya n institution,) 
provided the requisite means could be ob
tained. There is a reasonable prospect that 
the New York institution will soon be in 
operation. [The buildings have been since 
purchased.] 

Your committee would recommend that 
each conference. take early and vigorous 
measures to establish, as soon as practicable, 
a seminary for both sexes within its limits, 
whose advantages shall extend equally to all 
colors and conditions. Perhaps it is essen
tial to success, that but one seminary in each 
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conference be attempted, for some time to 
come. This will secure concentration, effi
ciency and ability. 

Your committee would recommend the 
estab li shment, at some central point, as soon 
as Providence may open the way, of a" \,Yes
leyan Collegiate Institute," combini ng the 
advantages of literary and theological train
ing, on a plan, in most respects, similar to 
the "Oberlin Institute." For this purpose, 
we recommend the appointment of a com
mittee of twelve-to be sty led the" Wes
leyan Literary Committee "-to whom shall 
be submitted all propositions for the location 
of a "w· esleyan Collegiate Institute," pro
ceeding from any station or vi llage. This 
committee shall have power to correspond 
on this subject, and decide any question con
nected with the literary institution. The 
confirmation, commendation or revision of 
their decision resting with th t> Second Gen
eral Conference. 

We recommend the adoption of the fol
lowing resolutions, viz.: 

1. Resolved, That we regard with espe
cial favor and gratitude, that somt> of our 
preachers and ministers, in addition to the 

• arduous labors of the pulpit, have in structtid , 
in day schools, the children of their stations, 
who, by cruel and wicked Jaws, are deprived 
of what should be the common benefits of 
education. 

2. Resolved, That we deem it essen tial 
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to the character of a vVesleyan Methodist 
preacher, that he should spend a portion of 
Lis time in visiting the schools of his station 
or circuit, encouraging scliolars and teachers, 
and dispensing to them, in school capacity, 
suitable advice and religious instruction. 

3. Resolved, That we recommend to all 
our brethren the remembrance of colleges, 
academies and schools, in their devotion>, 
both private and public, that the blessing of 
God may rest upon those youths who attend 
them, that they may become truly pious and 
devoted to the best interests of their fellow 
rnen. 

4. Resohed, That the supposition that 
the Scriptures do not require Christians, 
and especially Christian ministers, to study 
nnd become truly learned, when circum
stances will permit, is a great and dangerous 
error. 

5. Resolved, That the rluties of the min
ister are such as demand of him to be as well 
qualified in the great truths of the Bible, and 
the general principles of science, aa he con
sistently can. 

6. Resolved, That the proper improYe
ment of the minds of young men who are 
called of God to the ministry, in scientific 
and biblical knowledge, is a subject of as 
high importance, and as full of promise, as 
any which may be brought before our peo
ple; and the money which may be necessa
rily expended in its promotion, will ulti-
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mutely .Jo much towards the universal tri
umph of every benevolent enterprise. 

0. ScoTT, 
E. SMITIJ, 
\.V. M. SuLL JVAN, 

R. McMunnv, 
L. c. MATLACK. 

REPORT ON THE ODSERVANCE OF TITE 

SADBA1'II. 

The committee to whom was referred the 
subject of the Sabbath , beg l ~ave to present 
the following preamble and resolutions for 
the consideration of the Conference. 

That whereas they consider the Christian 
Sabbath to be of divine authenticity, and 
consequently obligatory on all profes~ing 
Christians, they do hereby recommend to 
all our people its faithful and uniform ob
servance, not only as it regards themselves 
and families, but also those over whom they 
may exercise the control. 

1. R csoh ·ed, 'l'hat it is the duty of all our 
ministers, by their example and precept, to 
prevent, as far as possible, their people from 
light and worldly conversation, and from vis
iting or receiving formal visits on the Sabbath. 

2. Resolved, That we urge upon our peo
p le regular attendance on the preaching of 
the word, Sabbath schools and Bible classes', 
on the Sabbath. 

3. Resolved, That we discourage the 
transporting of the mail, or taking out of 
papers and letters on the Sabbath, or filling 



FIRST GENERAL CONFERENCE . 119 

any oflice which requires tbe violation of the 
holy Sabbath. 

4. R esolved, That we advise and recom
mend to all our ministers, the im portance of 
bringing this subj ect, as often as may be con
sistent with other ministerial duties, before 
the several congregations of which tbey may 
be pastors. 

5. Resolved, That we will not tolerate in 
any of our people, the becoming stockhold
ers in Sabbath-breaking companiea or cor
porations. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
S. H . CrrAsE, Chairrnan. 

REV. C. PRIND L E
1
S PROPOSITION FOR DI

YIDlNG 'l'IIE CON:S"ECTJO:X. 

Whereas, in the organization of the Wes
leyan Methodist Connection, the entire por
tion of the United States is included, ma
king the territorial limits quite too large for 
judicious supervision, - and whereas all 
large ecclesiastical organizations tend to the 
concentration of power, and are therefore of 
dangerous tendency , - and believing that 
small bodi es of religious assoeiation are lrnp
pier in their tendencies, and are supervised 
with more ease and convenience than large 
ones,-and furthermore, that the early times 
of.the Church furnish many clear examples, 
going against large ecclesiaslical organiza
tions, and believing that for the reasons 
herein stated, and others th at will suggest 
themselves to the mind, they are of unhappy 
tendency, therefore be it 
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Resoh•ed, by the General Conference of 
the Wesleyan Methodist Connection, assem
bled at Cleveland, Ohio, Oct. 2, 1844, the 
yearly conferences concurring herein, That 
the "Vesleyan Methodist Connection in 
America be divided into two Genera l Con
ferences, the line of divi sion to be as follows, 
viz.: beginning at----- and running 
to ----. [Rejected-32 to 3.] 

REPORT OF TTJE COMM ITTEE ON THE 

PRODUCTS OF SLA VE LAIJOR. 

It is obligatory upon a ll true Christians, 
that they should in every possible way with
hold their support and countenance from the 
system ofsla,·ery. This course of action is 
more especial ly to be expected from those 
who have, by withdrawing from church fel
lowship with slaveho lders, exhibited their 
abhorrence of slavery. And it becomes a 
se rious question, that deserves particular at
tention, whether we can knowingly use the 
produce of slave labo r, where it can be avoid
ed, without incurring gui lt in tlie sight of 
God. Without assuming to determine this 
question, we unite in recomn1ending, as our 
opinion on the practical question invoh-ed, 
the following: 

R esoh,ed, That we addse all our mem
bers anrl ministers to refrain from the use 
of slave-l abo r produce, and to give special 
encouragemen t to eYery effort to supply the 
market with products of the labor of freemen. 

I 
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REV. O. SCOTT AND THE TllUE WESLEYAN. 

Resolved, That this Conference heartily 
approve of the course generally pur•ued by 
the " True \Vesleyan" since its commence
ment. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Con
ference be and hereby are tendered to the 
Rev. Orange Scott, editor and proprietor of 
the True Wesleyan, for the manly and 
Christian manner in w l1ich he has set forth 
and defended Wesleyan Methodism. 

Resolved, That we-earnestly recommend,, 
that no \Vesleyan Methodist publish, during 
the next four years, any work published by 
the Wesleyan Book Concern at New York, 
but that all unite in sustaining, to the ut
most of their ability, the General Concern. 

The Book Agent was recommended to 
employ Cyrus Prindle to prepare a new 
edition of the Hymn 13-0ok. 

Resolved, That the Discipline be pub
lished under the inspection and direction of 
Orange Scott, Jotham Horton and Willia1u 
H. Brewster. 

Voted, To publish the reports of the last 
General Conference of the l\f. E. Church, 
as reported in the True Wesleyan; also, 
the review of said Conference by Smith and 
Lee. 

9 



ROLL OF MEMBERS OF THE 
UTICA CONVENTION. 

MASSACHUSETTS. Boston.-0. Scott, 
Jotham Horton. Andoi>er. -Luther Lee, 
Daniel Saunders. LowP,/l.-A sa Hall, A. 
W . Moulton, J. Kimball , A. T. Nute, L. 
Huntre8s. L eyden.-J. T ate, B. N . Bul
lock . Boston.-J. K . Wellman. Lynn. 
- A. Lummus. Goshen.-W. Willcutt. 
Hadley.-E. S. Potter. Rockport.-C. O. 
Towne. llawley.-W. King. Brewster.
E.D.Bailey. Charlemont.-E.D.Hawkes. 
Duxvury.-A. Josselyn . She.ffield.-0. 
Smith. Springfield.-R. Elmer. --. 
Elisha Bailey. 

NEw Yo1rn. New York City.-L. R. 
Sunderland, Wm. Braine, J . J. Braine, G. 
F. Needham , D. Harris, J. Timberman. 
Utica.-Geo. Pegler, J as. Brown, H. New
land, J. Cunningham, H . Bushnell, W. C. 
Rogers, D. Donaldsons, A. Hanna, J . 
' Vrattan, J. Lindl ey, J. P. Swift, Geo. 
Batsford, J. Miller, W esley Bailey, Wm. 
G. Miller. Richjicld.-N . J. Aplin. Tyr~ . 
J . Beadle. Columbia.-W. D. Armstrong. 
Clay.-A. Fellows, J. Adams. Rome.
G. Stedman, N. Shepherd . Fulton.-C. 
G. Case . SyraClise. -H. J. Fritcher, A. 
Hugh es, M. Merrick, Wm. Wescott, C. 
Merrick, S. F. Green, E . Hunt, John Con-
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rad. Bu:ffalo.-S. Burton . Preble.-H. 
North, Nath!. Goodwin, B. C. Cooper. 
Atlwl.-S. IL Foster. Hopewdl.-I-1.Gre
gory. Canandaigua.-H. Terry. Onon
dq9a.-W. Clark. Lockport.-T. Hall. 
Winfidd.-0. Goff. Pen Yann.-A. Bridg
man, A. Bigelow, R. Bennett. Camden.
Lymau Steelman, Wm. S. Tuttle. Roy
alston.-J. Sibley, A. Warren. Seneca 
Falls.-'vV. Fox. Durham.-!. Hubbard. 
Yates.-I. Swan. Little Falls.-N. Tryon. 
Porter.-S. Salsbury. Sing Sing.-J. 
Dungy. Fowler.-M. Mitchell. De Kalb. 
T. Spafford. De Witt.-E. J. Ward, A. 
Harrower. Mexico.-A. S. \Vinp-. West 
Chazy.-H. McKee. Pierpont.-vViliiam 
W. Stirriker. Gazenovia.-Philo Ferris. 
Manlius.-D. Northup. Granger.-J. 
Watson. Rossie.-W. Burt, H. Burt. 
PoUJihkeepsie .-J. H. Tucker. Eaton. 
B . .r·. Morse, Thomas Sims. Lisbon.-L. 
King, Edw. Gould. Freetown.-L. D. Tau
ner. Pomfret.-0. Moore, S. Baird. Port
land.-Wm. Weeks. ---.--S . Shaf
ford. ---.-M. Mitchell. Newburg.
S. C. Griffing. Bath.-P. Norris. Augus
ta.-S . Kies. Frankfort.-J. P. Weaver, 
H . Coolidge. Thorning.-H. H. Johnson. 
BrockcttBridge.-F. Wesley. Vernon.
L. Eastman. Litchfield.-J. Raymond. 
Solon.-A. Wyer. Rochester.-D. Rich
ards. Howled.-J. Kitchell. Howard.-
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S. H all. Wheeler.-A. De Laµ. L ockport. 
H. Norton. Gratan.-E. P. Rowe. Ful
tan.-B. F. Bradford. Middlebury. - A . 
Hayward. Le Ray.-R. Randolph, R. 
Pennell. Onandaga.- E. Clari;:. Lafay
ette.-C. L, Webb. Chazy.-Miles Fisk. 

P1mNs·YLVANIA. Pittsburgh.-Edward 
Smith. Allegheny.-J. Jones. Philadel
phia.-G. W . West, D. Young. Camp
town.-J . G. Pal mer, H. McKin ney. 

Omo. Tray.-R . McMurdy. Cleve
land.-N . Band, J. H. Gorham. 

VER-MONT. Pmalet.-Cyrus P rindle. 
Poultney. - L .yman Prindle. Brid{!:eport. 
E . G. Drake. 1Vlount Tabor.-B. Shaw. 

CoNNIWTICUT. Killingly.-Geo. May. 
Eastford.- A . Latham. Tolland - C. W. 
l'\'Loore. Straiford.-S. Biers. 

RHOD·E lsLAND. Providence.-L. C. 
Matlack, P . R. Sawyer, S. R. Jackson. 

Ni;;w HAMPSHIRE. N ewington.-J. W. 
Wicrain -
M~HIGA:N. Nankin.-Marcns Swift. 

Granlane.-W. M. Sullivan. 



EXTRACTS FROM BASCOM'S "DE
CLARATION OF RIGHTS." 

"A government uniting the kgislative, 
judicial and e1recutive powers in the hands 
of the same men, is an absurdity in the· 
ory, and in practice tyranny. The 
executive power, in every governmem, 
should be subordinate to the legislative,. 
and the judicial independent of both.
Wherever, therefore, it happens, that these 
three department~ of government are in 
the hands of the same body of men, and 
these men not the representatives of the 
people, first making the laws, then execut· 
ing them, and finally the sole judges of 
their own acts, there is no liberty, the peo
ple are virtually enslw;ed and liable to be 
ruined at any time. In a government, 
civil or ecclesiastical, where the same men 
are legislators, administrators, and judges, 
in relation to all the law:s, and every pos
sible application of them, the people, 
whether well or ill-treated, are in fact 
slaves; for the only remedy against such 
a despotism, is revolt. No constitution 
can be presumed a good one, embodying 
the principles of correct government, which 
does not sufficien1ly guard against the 
chances and possibility of mal-administra
tion. All absolute governments owe their 
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character to the manner in which they are 
administered ; whereas, in a representative 
government, with proper checks and balances, 
it is the interest, even of the vicious, to 
promote the general welfare, by conforming 
to th e laws. The greater the equality es
tablished among men by governments, the 
more virtue and happiness will prevail; 
for where the voluntary consent of the 
governed is the b:i.sis of government, in
terest and duty combine to promote the 
common wwl." .. .. .. .. 

"Every community should be the asserter 
and guardian of its own rights. No go,·
ernment can be administered to the advan
taire of the governed, for any considerable 
lerl!~th of time, unless the people retain 
sufficient power in their own hands to 
compel their rulers to act correctly. When 
a government is so constructeu, that its 
acts are final, and preclude remedy by ap
peal to the pe"ople, its principles are unjust, 
and its administration cannot fail to be in
jurious ;-a virtuous administration can 
never change, or redeem the vicious prin· 
ciples of a government. And whenever 
the subjects of a government, whose le
gislative, executive and judicial functions 
pertain to a few, independent of the choice 
of the people, find themselves aggrieved 
and oppressed by the conduct of their ru-
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lers, without any constitutional remedy 
for the redress of existing evils, it then 
becomes the duty, and is the imprescript
able right of that people to control their ru
lers, by e.xtra-judicial measures." 

" " " " " 
"When all the power and forms of gov

ernment are held and managed by a few, 
who act without delegated right by con
sent of the people, the authority of the 
rulers is absolute, and the people are dis
franchised of all right, in the various rela
tions existing between them, as subjects, 
and those who hold the reins of government. 
Such a government must always lead to 
mP.ntal dehility, will depress the moral vigor 
of a people, and necessarily abridge the lib
erty of reasoning and invcstigativn. In a 11 
governments of this kind, right is the 
creature of fortune, and the slave of caprice. 
Those who live under a gm·ernment which 
denies to the people the right ofrepresenta
t.ion, blindly engage to submit to the will of 
others, right or wrong, and must continue 
to do so, or else deprive themselves of all 
the advantages of the community in which 
they live, in order to get rid of its evils.-
The enactment of all laws and rules, there
fore, should be with and by the consent of 
the people, and their e;r:ecution strictly 
under their control." 
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"The right to be represented, where Jaw 
is made to govern, is not only essential to 
civil freedom, but is equally the basis of 
religious liberty . Civil and religious lib
erty are intimately connected, they usually 
live and die together , and he who is the 
friend of the one, cannot consistent] y be 
the enemy of the other. If liberty, as is 
admitted on all hands, is the perfection of 
civil society, by what right can religious 
society become despoiled of this crowning 
excellence of the social state ." 

"E:rpediency and right are different things. 
Nothing is expedient that is unjust . Ne
cessity and convenience may render a form 
of government useful and effective for a 
time, which afterwards, under a change of 
circumstances, and an accumulation of 
responsibility, may become oppressive and 
intolerable. That system of things, whicl1 
cannot be justified by the word of God, 
and the common sense of mankind, can 
never be expedient." 


