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HISTORICAL SKETCH 

I 

I. The movement known as the Missionary Bands was 
organized by Vivian A. Dake, July 25, 1885. The thoughts 
leading up to it are shown in the following excerpt from 
an article he wrote to the Free Methodist in 1881. 

"I saw appeals in the paper to this effect, 'We want 
preachers, we want preachers!' I thought while reading 
it, what is that man doing? There are preachers buried in 
the graves of sin everywhere. If we want preachers, we 
must dig them out. I believe if some of our conferences -
that are appealing so loudly for help in the outside world, 
would set small and great to work within their bounds, they 
would soon be sending laborers into the great outside 
harvest field. The fishermen, shepherds and publicans, 
they seem afraid to send them out. 

"We need some fathers in Israel like Paul, Wesley, and 
Asbury; superintendents or chairmen to direct the field 
of battle, but not to do all the work. Don't be afraid of 
the boys and girls; send them out; give them your help 
and blessing, and their freshness, strength and zeal 
united with your experience and wisdom will win the 
battle. I find those everywhere who want to work, and 
only need encouragement to become efficient. If we go 
to work ourselves and give others a chance, the chariot 
will roll on." 

Mr. Dake was at that time the pastor in charge of 
the Free Methodist Church at Cedar Falls, Iowa. In his 
visiting from house to house he often took with him 
young men of his class, that they might be encouraged 
in doing this much neglected part of God's work. He also 
had them lead prayer meetings, exhort or preach, thus 
developing their spirituality and ability, and producing 
pillars on which to lean in his revival efforts. 
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While Mr. Dake was in Ottumwa, Iowa, in August, 
1882, he felt while praying about the Band work it was in 
his heart to inaugurate, that the Lord gave him the 
name, by which it should be called. Later while in 
Mankato, Minnesota, he and his wife, J. B. Newville and 
wife, Henrietta Muzzy, Abbie Dunham, J. L. Keen and 
a young convert were formed into a Band with Mr. 
Dake as leader. 

While one was praying for the Pentecostal fire to 
come upon the members of this Band, God set His seal to 
the work and the new Band was christened 'The Pente
cost Band." 

The first Band was soon dissolved, but again spr ang 
into being at Parma, Michigan, (with a new roll of mem
bers) July 25, 1885, from which time the movement 
dates its organization. 

Mr. Dake was at this time a District Superintendent 
of the Free Methodist Church. As he traveled about on 
his work he said: "I see many young people, some of 
them posessed of great natural talents, sitting idly by, 
doing nothing for the Master." 

He grieved to see this talent unused and thought a 
work should be in existence in which these young people 
could be trained to do effective work for God, and at the 
same time prove a school of prophets where they would 
receive experience that would make them polished shafts 
in the quiver of the Almighty. 

Mr. Dake was a scholar, and sought to inspire the 
Band members with a relish for study, but he did not con
sider a polished education necessary to success in soul 
winning. 

Superintendent B. T. Roberts when reviewing the labors 
of Mr. Dake after his death said: 

"As organizer and director of the Pentecost Bands, 
his work is well known. It would be difficult to find a 
class of young men and young women more fully conse-

I 
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crated to God, more self-denying, more filled with holy 
zeal, more thorough in their work, more ready to lay down 
their lives for Christ than these Pentecost workers." 

That same spirit continues to characterize the work. 

Mr. Dake died of African fever at Sierre Leone, Africa, 
January 5, 1892 , but his spirit and zeal for souls have 
been perpetuated in the noble work which he started. 

ll. The Bands became an independent organization in 
February, 1895, and continues to this day with the same 
purpose as in the beginning; that is, to conserve the 
talents of young men and young women for the cause 
of God and souls. 

III. The Annual Conference of 1925 changed the name 
to Missionary Bands of the World, Incorporated. 

IV. The Missionary Bands has always been missionary 
in its vision as suggested by its name. Early in the his
tory of the organization, foreign missionary interest!' 
were started in India and a little later in Africa. The 
India enterprise has continued to this day with head
quarters in Raj Nandgaon, Central Province. 

V. The Missionary Bands sent workers to Japan in 
1913 and after studying the language and customs of the 
people, work was opened up in Fukaya and later other 
stations were established. This work continued until po
litical conditions developed which necessitated leaving 
it in the hands of competent native Christians. 

VI. Missionary work was started in Jamaica in 1912 
which has continued to grow until a live work is estab
lished there, which we trust will continue until the 
coming of our Lord. 



B 

CHAPTER I 

DOCTRINAL RULES 



Faith in the Holy Trinity 
The Word, or Son of God 

The Holy Ghost 
The Suffic iency of the Holy Scriptures for 

Instruction 
The Old Testament 
Original and Acquired Depravity 

Faith 
Free Will 
Repentance 
Conversion or Regeneration 
Holiness or Perfect Love 

Growth in Grace 
Rewards and Punishment 

The Church 
The Sacraments 

Baptism 
The Lord's Supper 
Possession of Goods 
Divine Healing 
Sectarian Bigotry 
Marriage 
The Lord's Day 
The Coming of Christ 
Civil Government 

War 



DOCTRINAL RULES 

"Prove all things, hold fast that which is good." 

I. Faith in the Holy Trinity 

11 1. There is but one living and true God, everlasting, 
of infinite power, wisdom and goodness; the Maker and 
Preserver of all things visible and invisible. And in the 
unity of this Godhead there are three persons of one 
substance, power and eternity: the Father, the Son 
(Word) and the Holy Ghost. I Cor. 8: 4,6; Jer. 10: 10; 
John 17:3; Psa. 90:2; I Tim. 1:17; John 4:24; Gen. 17:1; 
Rom. 16:27; Gen. 1:1; Col. 1:16; I John 5:7,20; Phil. 2:6. 

II. The Word, or Son of God 

112. The Son, or Word of the Father, who is of one sub
stance with Him, took man's nature upon Himself and 
was born of woman; so that two whole and perfect na
tures, Divinity and humanity were joined together in one 
person, whereof is one Christ both God and man, who 
suffered death by crucifixion, thereby making an all
sufficient sacrifice for sin, and arose again from the dead 
for our justification. John 1:14,18; 3:16; Luke 1:27,31; 
Gal. 4:4,5; Eph. 5:2; I Pet. 2:24; Mark 16:6,7; John 1:1; 
I Cor. 15:4,14; Rom. 8:34. 

III. The Holy Ghost 

11 3. The Holy Ghost proceeded from the Father and 
the Son, and is of one substance, power and glory with the 
Father and Son. His office it is to instruct and comfort 
God's children who a.re on the earth. John 14: 26; Gal. 
4:6~ Rom. 8:9; Acts 20:28; Job. 33:4; Acts 5:3,4; Matt. 
28:19. 
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IV. The Sufficiency of, the Holy Scriptures for Instruction 
I 4. The Holy Scriptures contain all things necessary 

to man's instruction as to what constitutes the will of 
God; so that whatever is not stated therein nor may be 
proved thereby is not to be required of any man that it 
should be believed as an article of faith, or taught as 
necessary to salvation. By the term Holy Scriptures we 
mean all those canonical books of the Old and New Testa
ments, of whose authority there is no doubt in the church 
generally. II Pet. 1: 19; Gal. 1: 8; Psa. 19: 7; I Pet. 1: 23; 
Heb. 4:12; II. Tim. 3:15,17; Rom. 15:4. 

V. The Old Testament 

I 5. The Old Testament is not contrary to the New, but 
in perfect harmony therewith in all its references to the 
morals of mankind. Although the law given by God to 
Moses, as touching ceremonial rights, is not binding upon 
Christians, the moral precepts are. Rom. 15: 8; Heb. 
11:39,40; Matt. 5:17,19; I John 2:3,4,7. 

VI Original and Acquired Depravity 

U 6. Original depravity is the corruption of the moral 
nature inherited by every human being, because of Adam's 
disobedience to the law of God. Acquired depravity is the 
corruption of our moral nature resulting from the sins 
which we have ourselves committed. Gen. 6:5; 8:21; 
Jer. 17:9; Matt. 15:19; Mark 7:21,23; Rom. 5:12; 8:6,7. 

VII. Faith 

U 7. Faith is confidence in God's disposition and 
ability to do all that He has promised in His Word when 
we have met the conditions on which the promises are 
made. This faith without which it is impossible to please 
God, is the medium through which all Hi!' promised bless
ings are received. Heb. 11_:1; Rom. 5:1,2; Luke 7:50; 
Mark 11:22; Gal. 5:6; Acts 3:16; Rom. 10:17. 

--- - - ----.. -

' 
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VIII. Free Will 

U 8. Man has become so completely ruined by sin 
that he has neither disposition nor ability to return to 
God, and if left to himself would remain in his wretched 
condition forever. But "the grace of God that bringeth 
salvation hath appeared to all men," and His Spirit en
forces the invitation, "Whosoever will, may come and 
take of the water of life freely," which invitation may be 
accepted or rejected at man's own option. John 6: 44; 
Rev. 3:20; 22:17; I Pet. 2:9; I Thess. 5:9. 

We believe that man, though in the possession of the 
experience of regeneration and entire sanctification, may 
fall from grace and apostatize, and, unless he repent 
of his sin, be hopelessly and eternally lost. 

IX. Repentance 

U 9. Repentance is a sincere sorrow for sin, which is 
so thorough as to include a confession and forsaking there
of in all of its phases, and a turning to God with fruits 
meet for the same. This repentance embodies also the 
principle of forgiveness of our enemies, and a restitution 
to the extent of our ability in cases where wrong has 
been done. Matt. 5: 23,24; 3: 8; II Cor. 7: 10; Mark 1: 15; 
Luke 24:47; Acts 3:19; Rev. 2:5; 3:3; Luke 19:8. 

X. Conversion or Regeneration 

U 10. Conversion is the forgiveness of actual sins, and 
the accounting us righteous before Go<l which include the 
regeneration of the soul, the removal of all acquired 
depravity, and the adoption into the divine family on· 
earth, all of which are attested to by the witnessing of 
the Holy Ghost. The conditions upon which this ex-. 
perience is received, are repentance toward God and 
faith in Jesus Christ, which include entire consecration 
to all the known will of God, and while this experfonce· 
is retained we do not commit sin. Gal. 4:6,7; John 1:12,13; 
Titus .3:5; Eph. 2:5; 4:24; Rom. 8:15; Gal. 3:26. 
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XI. Holiness or Perfect Love 

1! 11. This is the work of the Holy Ghost by which the 
hereditary body of sin, or inherited depravity is removed 
from the heart, thereby making it clean, and filling it 
with the pure and perfect love of God. This entire cleans
ing does not take place at conversion but subsequent to 
it. The medium through which this experience is obtained 
is simple faith in Jesus; but faith for the sanctification 
of the soul cannot be exercised by any but clearly jusU· 
fied persons, and even they must be convicted of their 
need of a clean heart to that extent that they will .con
fess and bemoan the remaining depravity of their hearts 
and plead for the crucifixion of the "old man" and the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost until it is received. God has 
promised it. This experience is also known by various 
terms representing its different phases, such as "Christian 
Perfection," "Perfect Love," "Heart Purity," "Entire Sanc
tification," "'The Baptism with the Holy Spirit," "The 
Fullness of the Blessing," and "Christian Holiness." Ezek. 
36:25,27; Matt. 5:8; Rom. 6:6; I Pet. 1:15,16; Heb. 6:1; 
Jas. 1:4~ I Thess. 5:23,24~ I John 1:7,9; Jude 24. 

XII. Growth In Grace 

1l 12. We would distinguish between a perfect heart and 
a perfect character. The experience of entire sanctifica
tion results in the perfect heart but perhaps a perfect 
character will never be realized in this life though we 
recognize that a growth in grace develops character 
so long as we Jive. 

We owe it to the world to be an example of the be
lievers, in word, tn conversation, in charity, in spirit, In 
faith, and in purity. We should give careful heed to de
velop holiness in the fear of the Lord and manifest datly a 
development of the various Christian graces. Eph. 4:11-15. 

XIII. Rewards 4nd Punishment 
n 13. God has appointed a day in which He will judge 
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the world in righteousness by Jes us Christ, according 
to the gospel: The righteous shall have an inheritance in
corruptible and undefiled and that fadeth not away, 
reserved in heaven while the wicked shall go away into 
everlasting punishment, where their worm dieth not 
and the fire is not quenched. Matt. 16 : 27; Jude 15 ; 
Luke 16:25; Rev. 20:6; Dan. 12:2. 

XIV The Church 

U 14. The church of J esus Christ is composed of all 
those the world over who are justified by faith in His 
blood. Though connected with different denominations, 
called by various names and often holding erroneous 
views on some points, yet this "little flock," on the essen
tials of salvation have but "one mind,'' "one fold" and 
"one Shepherd;" and being saved from all sin, and kept 
by the power of God, it can be said of this real church, 
"the gates of hell shall not prevail against it." Consid
ering the fact that there can be but one church on earth, 
composed of all God's real people, we feel it right to call 
the Missionary Bands a home and foreign missionary 
movement rather than a church, though it is legally or
ganized under state law and has all the rights and fac
ulties of a denomination. Acts 2:46,47; 5:11; 8:1; Rom. 
16:5; Eph. 1:22,23; 5:29; Col. 1:18; Heb. 12:23. 

XV. The Sacraments 

U 15. There are two sacraments ordained of Christ in 
His gospel; namely: Baptism and the Supper of the Lord. 
Matt. 26: 19; I Cor. 10: 16; 11: 23-26; Matt. 26: 26-28. 

XVI. Baptism 

U 16. Bai>tism by water is the outward sign of the in
ward baptism of the Holy Ghost, without which the 
outward baptism is merely a dead form. Matt. 3:11-17; 
Mark 1:4,5; 16:16; John 1:33; Col. 2:11,12; Acts 8:12. 
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XVII The Lord's Supper 

U 17. The Supper of the Lord is not only a sign of the 
love that Christians have one for another, but is a 
sacrament of our redemption by Christ's death, so much 
so that to those who worthily receive the same, it is a 
medium through which God does communicate His grace 
to the heart. Matt. 26: 26-29; Mark 14: 22-25; I Cor. 10: 
16,17; 11: 20-34. 

XVIII. Possession of Goods 

U 18. The goods of Christians are not common as 
touching the possession of the same, as some declare, 
but what they have belongs to God, and as His stewards 
they should use it with an eye single to His glory, not 
laying up their treasures on the earth. Gen. 13: 2; Rom. 
15:26; I Tim. 6:17-19. 

XIX. Divine Healing 

U 19. The Scriptures plainly declare, "The prayer of 
faith shall save the sick." All of God's children should be 
encouraged to Jay hold upon this promise, but the piety 
of those who do not see or are unable to claim their 
privilege in this respect should not be questioned on that 
account. Gen. 20:17; Ex. 15:26; Deut. 7:15; Psa. 103:3; 
Matt. 4:23; 8:17; 9:35; 10:1; Mark 5:23-43; Luke 9:2; 
James 5:14,15. 

XX. Sectarian Bigotry 

U 20. Sectarian bigotry has caused the most awful 
dissension and persecution in the professed church of 
Christ. The blood of one hundred million martyrs who 
have lost their lives at the hands of sectarian bigots 
is crying out against this sin which manifests itself in 
so many forms. It must not be tolerated among us. Mem
bers of the Bands are required to have love and fellowship 
with all those who are striving to advance the cause of 
Christ and whose lives are in harmony with His Word, 
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without regard to denominational distinctions. Num. 11: 
24-30; Mark 9:38-40; Luke 9:49,50; Matt. 10:40-42; Acts 
10:19-43; 11:1-19; I Cor. 1:10-17; Rom. 14:1. 

XXL Marriage 

U 21. Marriage is a sacred institution of divine origin, 
and no Christian should enter into the agreement without 
acquainting himself with the will of God, Who has com
manded that His children marry "only in the Lord." 
Gen. 2:18; Prov. 18:22; I Cor. 7:39; II Cor. 6:14,15; Eph. 
5:22,23; Heb. 13:4. 

XXII. The Lord's Day 

U 22. We believe the Lord's Day to be of divine origin. 
The Jewish Sabbath was obligatory upon those living 
under the law of Moses until the time of its consummation. 

We recognize the first day of the week as being the 
Lord's day under the present dispensation, the observance 
of which we hold obligatory and sacredly binding upon 
the followers of the Lord Jesus in commemoration of the 
glorious victory achieved through His resurrection from 
the dead on that eventful day; it also having been duly 
and persistently observed by the Apostolic church, and al
so being the day upon which the Holy Ghost was poured 
out on the disciples. John 20:1,19; Acts 20:7. 

XXIII. The Coming of Christ 

U 23. We believe that the hope of the Church is centered 
in the personal return of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ, Who will Himself return in like manner as He 
ascended. We are exhorted to comfort one another with 
these words. Acts 1:11; I Thess. 4:18; Matt. 24:42,44; 
Mark 13:33-37; Luke 12:35,36; 21:36. 

XXIV. Clvll Government 

U 24. God ordained and instituted the civil government 
for the punishment of evil doers, and for the protection 
a~d defense of the good. We respect these powers with 
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due loyalty, and are willing to be submissive, subjective 
and obedient to their authority, so long as not intruded up
on in things which should militate against the supreme 
law and will of God. We pay cheerfully and willingly, trib
ute and customs demanded of us, and pray for the pro
tection and divine guidance of those in authority; and 
"that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life, in all godli
ness and honesty." I Tim. 2: 1,2; Matt. 17: 24-27; Rom. 
13: 1-7; I Peter 2: 13,14. 

XXV. War 

U 25. We believe that war generally is at variance with 
the teachings of Christ and the Apostles, and hence in
compatible with Christianity. Matt. 5: 9,43,44; Rom. 12: 
19,20,21; I Thess. 5: 15. 
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SPECIAL RULES 

I. Intemperance 

U 26. Intemperance is excess in anything, any indul· 
gence of appetites or passions, or any exertions of body 
or mind which are injurious to health or contrary to moral· 
ity. Hence God has commanded to be "temperate in all 
things." I Cor. 9: 25. This new command embodies the 
principle of total abstinence from all that is wrong, and 
moderation in the use of all things that are right or bene· 
ficial. Therefore no one will be received or retained in 
the Missionary Bands who is guilty of using intoxicating 
liquors or indulging in the use of tobacco or other narcot· 
ics in any form. We earnestly recommend abstinence from 
any food or drink known to be injurious to health. Prov. 
23:29-32; Rom. 12:1; I Cor. 3:17; 10:31; Eph. 5:18; Tit. 1:7. 

II. Secret Societies 

U 27. Every command to be not conformed to the world 
is a direct prohibition of connection with secret lodges. 
They are worldly and only worldly. Every command of the 
Scriptures to abstain from taking oaths is broken by con· 
necting with secret lodges, and every command to be not 
unequally yoked together with the unsaved is also violated. 
Lev. 5:4,5; John 18:30; Matt. 5: 33-37; II Cor. 6:14-18; 
7:1; Eph. 5:11. 

III. Divorce 

fl 28. We i=ecognize no other grounds for divorce than 
those set forth by our Saviour in Matt. 19: 9; and referred 
to by the apostle Paul in I Cor. 7: 10,11. No person guilty 
of breaking these express commands of the Word of God, 
nor those who are divorced and married again while the 
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former husband or wife is living shall be received into 
church fellowship. Our ministers shall not knowingly sol
emnize marriage of divorced parties except those seeking 
to be reunited after reconciliation. 

IV. Apparel 

fl 29. § 1. In reference to wearing of apparel, the Holy 
Scriptures give us no definite instructions as regards 
the mode and style (which differ so greatly in different 
countries and climates) only that Christians should adorn 
themselves in "modest apparel with shame-facedness and 
sobriety, not with broided (stylishly dressed) hair, or gold 
or pearls, or costly array.'' 

§ 2. It is not especially taught in God's Word as to the 
mode or style of dressing, yet there are directions given, 
strongly protesting against extravagance and intemper
ance; therefore it is necessary to guard against extremes 
in dressing, as well as in eating and drinking. 

§ 3. Simplicity in dressing has no more saving efficacy 
than anything else of 11ke nature. We must be clothed with 
the garments of salvation, and covered with the robe of 
righteousness. 

§ 4. Be it known that our influence is decidedly against 
the useless practice, vain indulgence and sinful habit of 
wearing sumptuous attire, costly array, or any of those 
articles which are strictly prohibited in the Holy Scrip
tures. We are also opposed to styles that unduly expose the 
person. We admire neatness and cleanliness and insist 
on decency with becoming propriety, in the wearing of 
modest apparel. I Tim. 2: 9,10; I Pet.3: 3-6; Isa. 3: 16-26. 

V. Call to the Ministry 

fl 30 § 1. We believe in a divine call to preach. God alone 
is able to decide who shall go forth into His vineyard. 
Jesus said, "Pray ye the Lord of the harvest that He will 
send forth laborers into His harvest." "And no man taketh 
this honor unto himself, but he that is called of God, as 
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was Aaron," Heb. 5: 4. Hence only such as the Lord has 
called and qualified and sent forth to preach are efficient 
to further His cause and win souls to Christ with any 
degree of success. 

§ 2. There is the best evidence in the Scriptures and 
church history that God called women to preach the 
gospel and that the Holy Ghost has honored their labors 
in the salvation of souls. Joel 2:28; Luke 10:1; John 17: 
18; Acts 13:1-4, 20; Rom. 1:1; 10:15; 8:28; 11-29; I Cor. 
1: 17; 12: 28. 

VI. Preachers' Salaries 

U 31 § 1. All members of the local Bands (classes) are 
urged to fully tithe their income for pastoral support and 
church extension, and feel their obligation to contribute 
liberally to the support of those who faithfully minister 
to them in spiritual things. We request our people to con
tribute freely in tithes and offerings to the support of those 
who are over them in the Lord but otherwise we have no 
regular system of salary. 

Anything God has commanded and conditioned has a 
promise therewith and is a precious privilege. It is a priv
ilege as well as a duty to tithe. Mal. 3: 10; Proverbs 3: 9,10; 
I Cor. 9:14. 

§ 2. The tithe of pastor's or Band leader's offerings 
received from the church of which he has charge, shall 
be forwarded to the President. 

VII. Conference Claims 

U 32. A Conference claim shall be asked from each local 
class member to defray Conference expense and furnish 
funds for forward movement, the amount to be determined 
by each Conference. 
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WORSHIP 

I. l'Xegular Service 

U 32. §1. We esteem it as becoming true worshippers 
upon entering the place of worship, in reverence to God, 
and from a sense of gratitude for being permitted to meet 
with His people, to kneel in silent prayer, before the Lord. 

§ 2. For the establishment of uniformity among us in 
public worship we recommend that the following order 
of worship be observed: 

(a) Singing of appropriate hymns. (b) Prayer. (c) 
Offering. (d) Testimony. (e) Special song or solo. (f) 

Scripture reading and sermon. (g) Exhortation. (h) In
vitation. (i) Benediction. 

Sections d, e, g, and h, may be omitted at the dis
cretion of the pastor or leader, and the offering taken 
after the sermon if thought best. 

II. S inging 

U 33. Singing is an important part of worship, 
has held a prominent place in the church in all ages, 
and is one of the most soul-cheering and animating ex
ercises belonging to the solemn worship of God; and 
when Christians unite in singing "with the Spirit, and 
with the understanding," it is truly sublime; and in its 
effects is calculated to elevate the minds and affections 
above the things of time and sense, to thing~ heavenly 
and divine. It is very desirable that all who can should 
participate in this part of worship. 

The Psalmist said, "I will sing unto the Lord as long 
as I live and praise my God while I have my being." And 
again he said, "Sing unto the Lord a new song ; let 
all the earth sing unto the Lord." Psa. 104: 33; 96: 1. 

~~ ..... ,.. .... :·~ .. -' f·· •. ,, .... ,_,_ 
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The Apostle said: "Singing and making melody in your 
heart unto the Lord." Eph. 5:19. 

111. Special or Revival Meetings 

U 34. In addition to the regular appointments for pub
lic worship we make special efforts in the way of re
vival meetings for the awakening and conversion of sin
ners, and sanctification of believers. In addition to these 
it is our work to open meetings in halls or any avail
able place in various cities, towns or country districts 
where the gospel may be preached every night in the 
year. We also hold street, grove or tabernacle meetings 
whenever and wherever practicable. 

IV. Prayer and Fellowship Meetings 
U 35 § 1. Prayer and fellowship meetings are necessary 

in the church, not only for the benefit of its members, to 
preserve them from falling into lukewarmness, but to 
exert a good influence upon the rising generation, or any 
who may attend. 

§ 2. They are Scriptural and approved of God, and 
when held once a week, or even oftener, in the spirit 
of true love to God and the brethren, they will prove to 
be efficient means against the enemy and preserve life 
and power in the church. 

§ 3. They are to be opened by singing and prayer, 
then the leader will read a portion of God's Word 
suited to the occasion, with appropriate remarks, when 
the privilege is extended to all to exercise themselves 
in prayer and testimony according to the promptings 
and desires of their hearts. Acts 12: 12; Mal. 3: 16. 

V. Demonstrations of the Spirit 

U 36. § 1. All Christians are exhorted to "quench not 
the Spirit." However, we believe that honest souls, if 
they fail to live in the Spirit may be . deceived and sup
pose demonstrations to be of God that are not, and 



WORSHIP 35 

thus bring a reproach on His cause. Any demonstration 
that tends to destroy the sacredness of religious worship 
and evidently hinder instead of producing conviction 
among the unsaved, cannot be right and should be dis
couraged in the Spirit of Jesus. 

§ 2. Let us carefully avoid imitation of one another in 
voice and manner. God has given to each of us our own 
individuality and to glorify Him we should be simple and 
natural. We should be ourselves in God. Matt. 25 .:15. 

VI. Preservng Order 

ff 37. § 1. Those in charge of public meetings should, 
as far as lies in their power see that order is preserved. 

§ 2. Let no profanity, vulgarity, immorality, gambling, 
huckstering, racing or any other ungodly practices be 
tolerated in connection with our tent or camp meetings 
where God has given Ui the means of their suppression. 

§ 3. Anyone will be welcome to all of our public serv
ices, but we cannot allow false teachers to proclaim 
their heresies, or create discord and confusion in meetings 
under our control. 

§ 4. After all reasonable means for preserving order in 
our meetings have failed, offenders should be turned over 
to officers of the law to be dealt with as the law pro
vides. Those in charge of meetings should amply warn 
offenders, but must not make idle threats. 
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MEMBERSHIP 

I. Candidates for Membership 

ff 38. § 1. Candidates for local Church membership 
should .be considered first by the local Church Board to 
which they desire to belong and upon recommendation 
of the Board a time should be appointed at a regular 
church service to be publicly received into the church 
society. 

§ 2. We require that those desiring membership with 
the Missionary Bands of the World shall give evidence 
of the desire to :flee from the wrath to come by bring
ing forth fruits- meet for repentance. 

II. Ritual for Receiving Members 

U 39. § 1. Dearly beloved: For the mutual fellowship 
and strengthening of our spiritual being it is good to unite 
ourselves into an organized body. By so doing we derive 
inspiration one from the other and social worship such 
as is not otherwise possible. We need the brotherly watch
care, counsel and unity of mind and heart, together with 
the purity of doctrine which comes only by consistent 
attendance at the house of God. Moreover the church 
itself needs a dependable constituency for all its activ
ities in the furtherance of the gospel. Only in such 
unity can a strong in:fluence for righteousness be ex
erted in the community of which the Church is an 
essential part. We emphasize the following doctrines 
as the. ones essential to Christian experience: 

We believe in God the Father, Son and Holy Ghost; 
we especially emphasize the deity of Jesus Christ and the 
personality of the Holy Spirit; that man is born in sin; 
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that he needs the work of the Holy Spirit in regeneration; 
that, after the work of regeneration, there is the further 
work of heart-cieansing, or entire sanctification, which is 
effected by the Holy Ghost. And to each of these works 
of grace the Holy Spirit gives witness. We believe in 
eternal destiny, with its rewards and punishments. 

Can you give affirmative answers to the following 
questions? 

(a) Have you the assurance of sins forgiven? 
(b) Do you consent to be governed by our rules? 
(c) Have you the perfect love that casteth out fear? 
(d) (If the candidate shall answer No, then this 

question shall be asked, Will you diligently seek until 
you obtain it?) 

(e) Is it your purpose to devote yourself the re
mainder of your life wholly to the service of God, doing 
good to your fellow men and working out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling? 

(f) Are you in Christian fellowship with all God's 
children so far as you know them, and will you do all 
you can consistently to help them especially in times 
of trial or affliction. 

(g) Will you keep yourself free from any alliance 
with oath bound, secret societies? 

(h) Will you keep yourself free from worldly con
formity in dress, and by word and example advocate 
plainness? 

(i) Are you saved from the love of ungodly amuse
ments and will you discourage them by example and 
precept? 

(j) Will you recognize no other ground for divorce 
than that given in Matt. 5: 32 and 19: 9? "Whosoever shall 
put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication 
causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall 
marry her that is divorced committeth adultery." 

(k) Will you abstain from the use of tobacco and 
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other narcotics in every form and discourage their use 
by others? 

§ 2. The person giving affirmative answers to the above 
questions shall, with the consent of three-fourths of all 
members present at a society meeting be admitted to 
al! the privileges of a member. 

§ 3. Any person in good standing in any evangelical 
church may be received into full connection upon meet· 
ing the other requirements of this chapter. 

III. Duties of Members 

U 40. § 1. It is expected of all who desire to continue 
as members of this society that they continue to evi· 
dence their desire for salvation by attending public wor
ship, ministry of the Word, either read or expounded, the 
supper of the Lord, family devotions, secret prayer, 
searching the Scriptures, fasting or abstinence. 

§ 2. We strictly enforce upon each member of the 
society, the duties toward each other which the Savior 
inculcated namely: "If thy brother shall trespass against 
thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him 
alone; if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy 
brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with 
thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or 
three witnesses every word may be established; and if 
he shall neglect to hear them tell it unto the church; 
but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be 
unto thee as an heathen man and a publican." Matt. 18: 15-
17. And again: "If thou bring thy gift to the altar and 
there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against 
thee, leave there thy gift before the altar and go thy 
way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come 
and offer thy gift." Matt. 5: 23,24. 

§ 3. No one shall have any right to receive a com
plaint, or in any way encourage any member therein, 
before the above injunctions have been complied with. 
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§ 4. It is required of members of this society that they 
manifest their love for God and souls by avoiding evil 
of every kind, especially that which is commonly prac
ticed: such as taking the name of the Lord in vain; 
the profaning of the day of the Lord, either by doing 
ordinary work therein or by buying or selling; quarelling; 
brother going to law with brother; returning evil for 
evil, or railing for railing; the using of many words in 
buying or selling; uncharitable or unprofitable conver
sation; doing to others as they would not that they 
would to us; doing what they know is not for the glory 
of God, as the l)utting on of gold and costly apparel; the 
singing of those songs or reading that literature which 
does not tend to the knowledge or love of God; softness, 
or needless self-indulgence; laying up treasures upon 
earth; borrowing without the probability of paying. 

§ 5. And by doing all the good they can, of every 
possible sort, as far as possible, to all men; to their 
bodies, of the ability of which God giveth; by giving 
food to the hungry; by clothing the naked, by visiting or 
helping them that are sick or in prison; to their souls; 
by instructing, reproving or exhorting all with whom they 
have intercourse. 

§ 6. By doing good, especially to those who are of the 
household of faith, or groaning so to be. 

§ 7. By cleansing themselves from all filthiness of the 
flesh and spirit, being examples of neatness in the care 
of their own persons, clothing, homes and places of 
worship, "lest we should hide the gospel of Christ." 
I Cor. 9:12. 

§ 8. By not using intoxicating liquors as a bev
erage, or trafficking therein; giving influence to, or voting 
for, the licensing of places for the sale of the same; 
using of tobacco in any of its forms, or trafficking therein. 

§ 9. By being courteous, having regard to the feelings, 
preferences and customs of others so far as it is con-
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sistent with their duty to God, thus far "becoming all 
things to all men." 

§ 10. By not speaking evil of, or judging those from 
whom they differ. 

§ 11. By running with patience the race which is set 
before them; denying themselves and taking up their 
cross daily; submitting to bear the reproach of Christ. 

§ 12. By walking close to God and having the salvation 
of souls greatly at heart; exhorting one another daily 
while it is called today, lest any be hardened through 
the deceitfulness of sin. 

§ 13. By being as careful of their brother's reputa
tion as their own, and never thrusting at each other di
rectly, or indirectly, in public or in private. 

§ 14. Obedience to these requirements we insist upon, 
for all these we are taught of God to observe in His 
written Word which is the only sufficient rule both of our 
faith and practice. And all these we know His Spirit 
writes on truly awakened hearts. If 'there be any 
among us who observe them not and habitually break any 
of them, let it be known unto them who watch over 
that soul, as they who must give an account. We will 
admonish him of the error of his ways. We will bear 
with him for a season; but if then he repent not, he 
will have no more place among us. We have delivered 
our souls. 

IV. Bringing to Trial, Suspending or 
Expelling Unruly Members 

11 41. § 1. How shall an accused member be brought 
to trial? 

The accused shall be dealt with as provided in 11 40, 
§ 2 and 3. If this does not bring reconciliation, then let 
the accused and the accuser be brought face to face be
fore the society or a select number of them. If this 
cannot be done let the next best evidence be p1:oduced. 
If the accused person be found guilty by the decision of 
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members present and the offense is such as is forbidden 
by the Word of God and sufficient to exclude a per
son from the kingdom of grace and glory, let the minister 
or preacher in charge expel such member. 

§ 2. If the accused member evade trial by absenting 
himself after sufficient notice, and the circumstances 
of the accusation be strong and clear, let him be esteemed 
guilty and accordingly expelled. Trustworthy witnesses 
from without shall not be rejected. 

§ 3. In case of neglect of duties, imprudent conduct, 
indulging in sinful tempers or words, or breach of dis
cipline, let the leader or preacher give private reproof. 
If there be acknowledgment of the fault and proper 
humiliation and promised amendment, the offending mem
ber shall be acquitted. If there is no acknowledgment, 
or amendment, the guilty person shall be brought before 
the class of which he is a member, and if there is no 
sign of real humiliation, he must be cut off. 

§ 4. If a member in any relation in our church shall 
be clearly convicted of endeavoring to sow dissensions 
in our society by inveighing against either doctrines 
or discipline, such a person so offending shall first be 
reproved by the preacher of his circuit, and if he per
sists in such pernicious practices, he shall be expelled 
from the church. 

§ 5. If there be a murmur or complaint from any ex
cluded person in any of the above mentioned cases, that 
justice has not been done, he shall be allowed to ap
peal to the next Quarterly Conference, except such as 
absent themselves from trial, after sufficient notice had 
been given them, and the Quarterly Conference shall 
finally determine the case. After such form of trial and 
conviction, such person shall be excluded from church 
fellowship until contrition is manifested and confession 
be made. 

§ 6. Members who habitually neglect their duties shall 
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be dropped at the annual revision of the class book, 
in case they have been duly informed by the minister in 
charge without producing the desired effect. 
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REAL ESTATE REGULATIONS 

I. Style and Structure of Churches 

11105 § 1. All our houses of worship must be built 
plain and neat, without steeples, and no more expensive 
than absolutely required for comfort, convenience and sta· 
bility, and with all seats free. 

§ 2. No step shall be taken involving pecuniary lia
bility in erecting houses of worship or parsonages, or in 
purchasing church property of any kind, until two-thirds 
of the amount necessary to meet the estimated cost, be 
secured in cash, or good reliable subscriptions. 

§ 3. No houses of worship, parsonages or other church 
buildings shall be erected on leased ground, except on 
reservations or other places where it is impossible to 
secure a deed in fee, or without the unanimous consent 
of the Board of General Trustees. 

II. Incorporation of Local Churches 
11106 § 1. Before any real estate ls purchased for either 

church or parsonage property, let the society consult 
some reputable lawyer, provide him with a copy of our 
Discipline for reference, and wherever the law of the 
state or territory will permit, proceed legally to incor
porate the society. Let the articles of incorporation, 
where the laws will permit, provide that the society shall 
be subject to the provisions of the discipline of the 
Missionary Bands of the World and that the secular af· 
fairs of the corporation shall be managed and controlled 
by trustees elected according to the provisions of said 
Discipline. When such incorporation is completed, let the 
deed be made out directly to the society in its corporate 
name, and not to individual trustees, and in all cases 
it shall contain the trust clause included in the next 
section. 
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§ 2. In states where the law requires church property 
to be held by trustees, and in states where incorporations 
cannot be secured as provided for in the preceding sec
tion, let all deeds be made to trustees naming them and 
their successors in office, and containing the following 
trust clause: 

"In trust for the use and benefit of the membership 
of the Missionary Bands of the World, incorporated under 
the name of Missionary Bands of the World subject to 
t.t>e discipline and ministerial appointment of said church, 
as from time to time authorized and directed; and if sold 
the proceeds shall be disposed of and used in accordance 
with the provisions of said Discipline; and in further 
trust and confidence that in the houses of worship now 
erected, or that may hereafter be erected on said prem
ises hereby conveyed, the seats shall be free; and in 
further trust and confidence that the said trustees and 
their successors in office shall permit at all times the 
preachers who may be duly authorized according to the 
Discipline of said Missionary Bands of the World, to 
hold religious services in said houses of worship, ac
cording to said Discipline." 

§ 3. No deed shall be accepted which contains a clause 
by which the land conveyed may · revert to the original 
grantor, his heirs or assigns. 

§ 4. All deeds should be immediately recorded and in 
all their parts should be made to conform to the laws, 
usages and forms of the state or territory in which the 
property may be situated. 

§ 5. Let the following form be used in the making of 
all deeds for church property where it does not conflict 
with the laws of the state in which the property is located. 

III. Deed Form 

11107. This indenture made this ............ day of ........... . 
in the year of our Lord ............ by and between ................. . 
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of .................. county of -···-··················· state of -··-··-···-··-·--··· 
of the first part and ............................ Trustees of the Mis-
sionary Bands of the World of ·····-····--···· county of ........... . 
state of ······-·············-········· of the second part: 

WITNESSETH that the said party of the first part, 
for and in consideration of the sum of ·-··········-··········· dol· 
lars, lawful money of the United States of America to 
said first party, well and truly paid by ................ of said 
party of second part, at and before the ensealing and 
delivering of these presents, the receipt of which is here-
by ·acknowledged ...................... granted, bargained, sold 
and . conveyed, and by these presents ···-········------ grant, 
bargain, sell and convey to said par ty ---·--·-··-- ·--·-- of the 
second part ·--· ·· ····--·· ·· ··--···-·- their successors and assigns, 
all that tract and parcel of land situated in .: ................... . 
county of ··-··-·-·-----------·-·····--· state of ··-·--····-····---·-···-···-·------· de· 
scribed as follows, to wit: ---·-·-··---···---------····--·--·---··-··-· together 
with the rights, members, privileges and appurtenances, 
and the revisions and remainders, rents, issues and pro
fits thereof: 

TO HA VE AND TO HOLD the same unto said party 
of the second part, their successors and assigns: IN TRUST 
for the use and benefit of the membership of the Mis
sionary Bands of the World incorporated under the name 
of the Missionary Bands of the World -··---· ·-··------·····-----·-·---··
subject to the Discipline, usages and ministerial appoint
ments of said church, as from time to time authorized 
and declared; and if sold, the proceeds shall be disposed 
of and used in accordance with the provisions of said 
Discipline, and in further trust and confidence that in 
the houses of worship now erected, or that may here
after be erected on said premises hereby conveyed, the 
seats shall be forever free, and in further trust and 
confidence that the said trustees and their successors in 
office shall permit at any time . the preachers who may 
be duly authorized according to the Discipline of the 
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said Missionary Bands of the World, to hold religious 
services in said houses of worship, according to said 
Discipline. 

AND the said ........................ for ........................ heirs, ex-
ecutors, administrators, successors, and assigns ............... . 
covenant with said party of the second part ................. . 
successors and assigns, that at the sealing and delivering 
hereof the said ........................ the owner in fee simple of 
said premises hereby granted or intended so to be : 
that the same are free clear of all charges and incum-
brances whatsoever ; and that ................. , ...... will warrant 
forever defend said premises with appurtenances there-
unto belonging unto said party of the second part ........... . 
successors and assigns, against the lawful claims of said 
.................. heirs, executors, administrators, successors or 
assigns, or any person or persons claiming or to claim 
title to the same or any part thereof. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF The said party of the first 
part ..................... ......... hereunto set ············-··-·· hand and seal 
the day and year first above written: 

Executed in presence of ··········-···-·······························-····-··-· 
State of ··········-·······-·····················-···-···-·····-·····-·····-·-···-········-··-······· 

County of ...................................................... SS 
On this .................. day of .................. A.D. 19............ be-

fore me ........................................ duly commissioned in and 
for said County, personally appeared .............................. and 
his wife, to me personally known to be the grantor named 
her ein, and who executed the within instrument of con
veyance, and I. having first made known to ······ ······-··········-
the contents thereof .................. did thereupon severally 
acknowledge before me that ........................ signed, sealed 
and delivered the same as ........................ voluntary act 
and deed for the uses and purposes therein expressed. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto set my 
hand and affixed my .............................. seal, the day and year 
aforesaid. 
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State of ....................................................... . 

County of ·········-············································· SS 
This certifies that the foregoing deed was filed for 

record in my office on the ............ day of ·········-· at ........... . 
o'clock .................. m., and that it was duly recorded in 
Book ...................... page ................. Record of Deeds, etc., 
Co. of .............................. on the ........................ day of ··········-

Witness my official seal and signature at my office in 
.................. this ........................ day of ...................... A.D., 19 .... _ 
CountY---······-············-

By .......................... Deputy -· ·················-···--· 
In no case shall the church or parsonage property be 

sold, mortgaged or encumbered for current expenses. 
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