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INTRODUCTION

the book of Acts is the second volume of two books
written to an early christian named theophilus. the gospel
of Luke was, of course, the first volume. Although the
author of these books does not name himself, tradition
gives us no other name than Luke, the sometimes traveling
companion of the apostle Paul (see col. 4:14). there are
actually some passages in Acts where Luke shifts from
talking about what Paul did to what “we” did, indicating
that he was present for that part of the journey as well
(for example, Acts 28:16). 

Acts 1:8 gives us a map for the book of Acts as a whole.
the holy spirit would come on the followers of Jesus and
they would receive power. they would then witness to
the risen Jesus throughout the world, starting in Jerusalem,
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then in the regions of Judea and samaria, then finally to
the ends of the earth.

Acts 1–7 shows us the Jerusalem phase, where Peter and
John are the main characters. the holy spirit comes on the
day of Pentecost in Acts 2. then they begin to witness with
boldness at the temple, and they perform miracles for
everyone to see. they also have new issues to work through
and persecution to weather. In Acts 7, we meet the first
christian we know to have died for his testimony, and many
christians scatter beyond Jerusalem.

In Acts 8–12, the message spreads to Judea and
samaria. Peter still features prominently, especially as
the one through whom God brings the gospel to the Gen-
tiles. We also see Philip the evangelist at work, and we
meet the church at Antioch for the first time, one of the
most vibrant groups of the early church. 

In these chapters in Acts, we see the power of the spirit,
a power that is available to every believer even today.
We see examples of how God works through his people,
both through their faithfulness and their failings. We see
how to speak boldly in the name of christ. We see how
to endure persecution. We learn that there are no bound-
aries as to where or to whom the gospel can go.

this book presents six weeks of Bible studies that
walk through the first twelve chapters of Acts, looking
for lessons to learn through the most formative days of
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the early church. each individual week has five devo-
tionals, looking at a number of verses each day. Our aim
is to experience life transformation by hearing God speak
to us through the words he revealed to the audience of
the book of Acts in its first twelve chapters. We want to
hear God speak to us through scripture and then live
faithfully to his Word through the power of the holy
spirit.
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Week 1

POWER OF THE SPIRIT
Acts 1:1—2:47

You will receive power when the holy spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.

—Acts 1:8



Day 1

WAITING
Acts 1:1–11

INTRODUCTION

the book of Acts begins where the gospel of Luke
ends. Jesus had risen from the dead. For forty days he
had appeared off and on to his followers. they expected
him to become king of Israel immediately, but he had
other plans.

ENGAGE

the apostles were those individuals to whom Jesus
appeared immediately following his resurrection, whom
he commissioned to be his witnesses to the ends of the
earth. In these verses, he gave them a promise. After he
proved to them that he was truly alive, he promised that
they would receive power when the holy spirit came on
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them. Doing signs and wonders, they would take the
message that he is the risen king to the ends of the earth,
starting in Jerusalem itself. they were to stay in
Jerusalem until the spirit came to give them that power.
they were to wait in the short term for the spirit and, in
the long term, for his return to earth.

EXAMINE

no one was expecting the kind of messiah that Jesus
was. this fact points to the truth of what happened in
those three days, the very center of history. no Jew at
the time expected the Messiah to die. Rather, death indi-
cated that someone was a pretender, a false messiah. the
resurrection of Jesus came just as unexpectedly, despite
the fact that Jesus had told them he would rise again.
Jews believed in a future resurrection, but there was no
precedent for the resurrection of just one man, let alone
of the Messiah. But God’s game plan was different.
Jesus’ death freed us from the curse of death, and his 
resurrection means the hope of eternal life.

EXPLORE

God often does not act the way we expect him to act.
We may have everything worked out in our minds, the
way we think he should do things. But he has a better
understanding of what is going on and what is best for
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the world. he sees the big picture. sometimes he acts
immediately. sometimes he asks us to wait. Ultimately
we just have to trust him. Often there is nothing we can
do anyway, and worrying makes no difference. When
his word to us is “Wait,” there is nothing better to do
than wait. to act in such circumstances is to make things
worse. he will keep us in perfect peace if we rest in the
fact that he is in control.

PRAYER

Father, give us strength to trust your vision when we
cannot see. Give us the patience to wait for the best instead
of grasping for something that makes us feel better for a
moment.

But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: 
With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a
thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in
keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.
Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone 
to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

—2 PeteR 3:8–9
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Day 2

IMPORTANT BUT UNNOTICED
Acts 1:12–26

INTRODUCTION

In these verses, a replacement for Judas is chosen.
they cast lots and a man named Matthias was chosen,
someone who had been with Jesus from the beginning.

ENGAGE

the Gospels all agree that Judas died soon after he
betrayed Jesus. Acts 1 tells us that he died in the very field
he had purchased with the money he received from
betraying Jesus. his departure from the company of the
twelve disciples left an empty space, a space the earliest
christians believed God wanted them to fill. the number
twelve was probably symbolic, standing for the twelve
tribes of Israel. there needed to be twelve disciples to
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symbolize that God in Jesus was going to restore the
nation of Israel. some think Paul was the true replace-
ment, but he did not fit the criteria of Acts 1. Acts wants
us to see Matthias as the genuine replacement for Judas.

EXAMINE

Who was Matthias, the one who replaced Judas as
the twelfth apostle? We know from the criteria of Acts
that he had followed Jesus from the time of John the
Baptist. he walked with Jesus around Galilee. he saw
him heal and perform miracles. Perhaps Matthias was
even in Jerusalem around the time of Jesus’ death. If it
weren’t for this brief moment in Acts 1, he would have
been completely lost to history. We do not know the
names of many in the early church, even many apostles,
individuals to whom Jesus appeared and whom Jesus
commissioned to testify to the resurrection. We meet
two more of them in Romans 16:7, where we read of
the husband-wife pair Andronicus and Junia.

EXPLORE

the majority of those whom God has used through-
out history have gone unnamed. We know the famous
ones. But could it be that the godliest ones of all—who
usually do not promote themselves or seek the spotlight—
have gone unmentioned in the history books? It is
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something to remember when we feel like no one appre-
ciates us or that those who are in the spotlight don’t
deserve the attention. We do what we do knowing we have
our heavenly Father’s attention, and that is all that matters.
We can presume that Matthias faithfully proclaimed the
good news of Jesus wherever he went, along with obscure
disciples like thaddeus and Bartholomew. Jesus has
called us too, whether we are noticed or unnoticed!

PRAYER

Jesus, we will follow you because we love you,
whether we get any credit for what we do or not. You
are all that matters.

Be careful not to practice your righteousness 
in front of others to be seen by them. If you do, you
will have no reward from your Father in heaven.

—MAttheW 6:1
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Day 3

THE SPIRIT COMES
Acts 2:1–21

INTRODUCTION

the followers of Jesus prayed and waited in Jerusalem
for ten days after Jesus ascended to heaven, and then the
holy spirit came as Jesus had promised. they immediately
began to witness to Jesus in the languages of all those
present in Jerusalem for the Feast of Pentecost.

ENGAGE

When the followers of Jesus were filled with the
spirit in Acts 2, they began to speak in “tongues,” that
is, they began to speak in other languages. the Feast of
Pentecost was one of three “pilgrim festivals” during
which many Jews made their way to Jerusalem. It was
the kind of day when Jews who were scattered around
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the world might travel to Jerusalem, perhaps only once
in a lifetime. It was the perfect time for the gospel to be
proclaimed, and God miraculously gave his followers the
power to speak in languages they had never learned. As
far as we know, the ability did not stay. It was a momen-
tary ability God gave them for the mission that day.

EXAMINE 

As Peter told the crowds what had happened, he
quoted a prediction of the prophet Joel. It was a promise
that all of God’s people would have the holy spirit in
the last days, the days before Jesus set the world straight.
Part of that prediction is that God’s people would
prophesy—both sons and daughters. It makes perfect
sense that women would take a more prominent role in
prophecy in the age of the spirit. After all, spiritual
things are not limited by our physical bodies. If women
can be filled with the spirit just as much as men, why
wouldn’t we expect them to have as much insight from
the spirit to give as men?

EXPLORE

the climax of Joel’s prophecy is that anyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved. Luke, like Paul,
is probably thinking of the Lord Jesus here. Whoever
gives his or her allegiance to Jesus as Messiah will escape
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the coming judgment. the resurrection signifies Jesus’
enthronement as king. the prophecies of the spirit,
along with the signs and wonders among God’s people,
indicate that the events of judgment and restoration are
soon to come. the proper response is to call on the
name of Jesus. Anyone can do so. Anyone can be saved.
not everyone will call on the name of the Lord Jesus,
but the invitation stands open to everyone.

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, may we call on your name for the rest of
our days. We call on you as our king. We call on you as
our savior.

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” 
and believe in your heart that God raised him from
the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart
that you believe and are justified, and it is with your
mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.

—ROMAns 10:9–10
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