
The stories of creation, Adam and Eve, and Noah may be familiar
to most of us, but Jane Rubietta’s beautifully written devotional
offers a spiritual depth and richness that’s life-giving. Even more,
she shows the relevance of each Scripture to our busy, everyday
lives. Each page overflows with the matchless love of God, filling
a deep well of joy in readers’ hearts. I highly recommend this
book as part of anyone’s daily quiet time.

—LyNN AuSTIN, author of The Restoration Chronicles series

Finding Your Way is deep, wise, and surprisingly original. Jane
Rubietta discovers fresh insights for veteran readers and those
new to devotionals for beginning their days in God’s Word. She
bravely reveals personal vulnerabilities and wisely uses everyday
language for those of us who can best discover holiness in her
straightforward, yet exquisite detail. Her rich descriptions and
engaging anecdotes make Finding Your Way come alive.

—CARoLyN CuRTIS, author of Women and C.S. Lewis

Reading Finding Your Way by Jane Rubietta will help you dig a
little deeper into Genesis, stand in more awe of the Creator, look
more honestly at the person you see in the mirror, and move
closer to the God who formed you. 

—PAm FARREL, author of 7 Simple Skills for Every Woman

I hadn’t read too many pages before I had “ah-ha” and “I never
thought of that” moments. Not only is this book great for personal
use, but I see great possibilities with small groups as well. Reading,
discussing, and sharing new insights make the potential for growth
so exciting.

—LINdA G. HARdIN, women’s ministries consultant, Church of the Nazarene



These are transformational devotionals with great depth. Jane
offers a fresh and compelling vision of the lives of Adam, Eve,
and Noah, but more than rich words, she has coupled biblical
truth with practical ways in which to personally walk from pain
to purpose. Especially transformational can be her guide, which
leads one to read, contemplate, and act. There is rich and practical
depth in these pages.

—Jo ANNE LyoN, General Superintendent of The Wesleyan Church

Each day we are treated to deftly woven stories and fascinating
teaching from the beginning of the beginning—creation, Adam
and Eve, Noah, and all the vastness included in those early days.
I realized with delight that this was the first time I had spent time
each day in that fascinating and foundational book of Genesis.
my favorite part was the “Traveling mercy” benediction, sending
me on my own journey forward, to live what I had learned. 

—LuCINdA SECREST mCdoWELL, author of Live These Words

Jane Rubietta invites us on a journey from pain to purpose
through the lives of Adam and Eve and Noah that will surprise
and inspire you. Packed with Scripture and written with personal
witness and wisdom, this ninety-one-day adventure calls us to
not only understand, but also live in the promise of full, new life. 

—ANdREA SummERS, director of women’s ministry for The Wesleyan Church
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For Abigail Kathryn, who asks, “Papa, can you tell us about
Genesis?” may you always want to know and love the Word

of God and the God who keeps his Word and the Word 
made flesh who came to earth to love you, sweet one.
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INTRODUCTION

In all the lost seasons of my life, the book of Genesis
grounds me. It lays down a path, a means of finding my way
back to God, back to reality, back to what really matters in
this world. Back to the certainty that God created, God loves,
and God guides.

Finding Your Way: From Pain to Purpose—the Lives of Adam
and Noah is a conversion handbook, introducing an amazing
alchemy where the elements of our lives—the pain, the problems,
the people-dysfunction—convert into passion and purpose, and
become more than the sum of their parts. We follow Adam and
Eve and their descendants and recognize God in the story, as
God converts the pain and redirects the first generations of
humanity, and us, through detours and diversions. 

Finding Your Way is also a handbook on creativity—God’s,
yours, and the world’s. It is for leaders, laypeople, artists, and
intellectuals. For the questioner, the doubter, the faithful, and
all of us who hope that life is bigger than the problems we
face. Larger than just getting by, covering the bills, and smiling



at the right times with the right rhetoric. It is; I promise. more
importantly than that, God promises.

our “In the beginning” book, Genesis, reminds us that,
through pain, through problems, and through the mudslides
of disappointment and the mountain climbs of rocky discour-
agement, the path will lead us home. En route, what a bonus
to discover that the pain encountered actually becomes critical
to finding our passion. And our purpose. 

To begin this season of deeper devotion in Genesis, read
chapters 1–11 in one sitting, to see the sweep and flow of the
story of beginnings. A journal, a daily record as you process
your journey with God and find your way, may help you
remember God’s nudges and challenges, the words of con-
viction, and the spots of quickening.

A Scripture opens each day’s reading. Read the verse’s con-
text. Wait with those words. one surprising element of an
approach to Scripture that includes deeper reading and devotion
is how many facts, ironies, connections, and ah-ha’s appear.

Each reading closes with a Traveling mercy, a benediction
God might speak over you, your day, and your life as you find
your way. We hear blessings over us too seldom. Read this
aloud, externalizing the words, so you hear them as though
God speaks them over you. 

The Note to Self is the brief reminder we carry through our
day, inviting us to take deliberate action on the words we’ve
read, whether repurposing or purposing for the first time.
Challenge yourself to work through that note. 

This is just one miracle of the Scriptures, how they pulse
with life, how one day a new word you never noticed appears

10 FINDING YOUR WAY
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and God knocks you back from your boredom with your so-
called but not-very quiet time. Sometimes with just the slight-
est twist, tears sting as the Holy Spirit leans close so you
almost feel God’s breath. Words light up like a neon sign or a
night light or a match flaring in the dark. Suddenly we recog-
nize God’s incredible plan, God’s amazing Word, the truth
found in those words, and how much God loves us.

That, perhaps, is my single largest takeaway as I’ve loved
and pored over God’s Word, dissected verses and paragraphs
and chapters, looked at words in the original languages, studied
storylines, and gleaned new insights: God is crazy about us and
has gone to incredible lengths to prove it to us. Though our
paths are winding—and I don’t know anyone who found their
way to be a long straight line on smooth level ground, nor do
I know anyone who felt particularly well-equipped with the
best hiking shoes, with expert trail knowledge, or with an end-
less supply of trail mix—God is the helicopter in the sky over-
head, always with the light beaming down to find, lead, and
direct us. God is also the companion on the trail with us. 

Thanks for joining the excursion as we find our way. 
We will, I promise, find the God who makes a way, and find
God faithful along the way. We will find our way together,
ultimately living a life of deeper devotion—a life that makes
a difference. We fulfill our purpose using the only means
available to us: life, lived daily.

Welcome to Genesis, to the beginning. Welcome to real
life. Welcome to the arms of the one who loves you more
than life itself.
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DECEMBER 1

INEXPRESSIBLE

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface

of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.
—GENESIS 1:1–2

Genesis. The book of beginnings. The earth’s. yours.
mine. These few pages have captured the imagination and
hearts of poets, artists, theologians, and scientists for centuries.
Fingers itch to pen words of response. To seize paint and
brush, and to prepare a canvas. To feel the ancient sculpting
dirt, and to live that first scoop of creation. To dance over the
lines and stories. our minds whir, unable to comprehend or
communicate the brilliance of the “In the beginning” of our
world and lives.

“In the beginning.” The three words, perhaps the best-known
words of all time, have captivated us, awakening longing for
expression, a desire to know God’s glory and the God of such
glory. The best words ever written about this beginning of
the world and of us are simple, spare, and succinct. yet they
are also full-bodied, burgeoning with the unsaid.

How are we to reinterpret the glory, the power, of an
indescribable start? Explain it; explain it away. To try to depict
it is almost to minimalize it. 
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I will, as will you, of course, still try to put into words the
wordless, to express the inexpressible, to allow fingers to
dance over the keys, eyes closed, experiencing.

Imagine Adam and Eve telling the story. They, the first wit-
nesses on the scene. Creation, redolent with new-world scent.
The mystery, retold with deep sparkling eyes and hushed
tones. The grandeur, painted with words and gestures. It is a
whole body tale, demanding a full range of interpretation. We
join in with circling arms, jazz hands, tiptoes, and dancing
feet.

of all the arts, perhaps music is the one medium that
might capture the layers and richness of the genesis, the
world’s genesis, our personal genesis, the experiential qualities
of the greatest mystery of all time. The great wonder beneath
and around and exceeding all the wonders of the world. Any
other attempt at visualizing falls short, impossibly inadequate
to encompass miracle. When words mute, however, music
swells into expression. 

Hear the deep, brooding undertones, the husky bass
strings vibrating, the slow tumble of mallets on timpani. The
expectancy in those sounds, the drawing out, the releasing
of all that is. But gradually, so smoothly and simply that we
are measures into the creation before we realize that the
adventure has already swept us away, out of our time-bound,
fact-based existence into a universe untethered and untried.
All for us.

Explore! Listen! Wonder upon wonder. Crescendoing
wonder—fuller, bigger, the sounds pealing across the expanse
of universe, the untried sky, the unseen night, and the 



veil-covered day. The brooding chaos, the breath of God 
hovering above. And then, the separation. Light emerging
from dark. 

The formless, the void, shapeless chaos and brooding
potential. The story for all of us at some point in our existence.
In our vast unknowns and wordless fears, this one story
anchors you and me in place, in time, and in a relationship
with the always-present but then-unseen God. Anchors us in
the possibility of purpose in spite of the vast unknowing of
our lives.

I am no musician. I have only words and a heart filled
with child-wonder as I close my eyes and hear again this story
of the beginning, of nothing to something, of chaos to order,
of darkness and light, of stars in the night and sun for day
bright. Waters above and waters below, the words of God
drawing them apart, pulling the light from the dark. Blessing,
always blessing. And God said it was, and it was. Good. 

16 DECEMBER 1
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TRAVELING MERCY
dear one,

The world wasn’t,
Then it was.
you weren’t,

But now you are.
And we are together
In time and space, 

A continuum
of relationship and glory

Forming,
Shaping,

Calling forth.
And I said.
And it is so.

Join me
In this act

of creation.

NOTE TO SELF
Live life. Today.



DECEMBER 2

COMMUNICATION CAMPAIGN

In the beginning God (prepared, formed, fashioned, and) 
created the heavens and the earth.

—GENESIS 1:1 AmP

In the beginning, God created. God cooked up the most
massive communication campaign ever undertaken. God, out of
endless and mind-blowing ideas of form and function, created.

Today, we recognize the miracle of the earth. Today, we
know that the sun is a miracle, all twenty-seven million
degrees Fahrenheit at its core, and that the moon hanging in
the sky circles us while we circle the sun, helping to keep our
world leaning, spinning, and orbiting perfectly for our
ecosystems. We understand that no other planets in our solar
system have the right conditions for our kind of life, because
of extreme temperatures. 

We know these awe-filled facts, after scientists studied
and astronauts flew and satellites surveyed. Because people
studied, experimented, gathered data, and interpreted that
data, we know.

But we still can’t replicate it. 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

The rest of the chapter tells us what God created, but, with
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the exception of one or two details, not how God created it.
And people get so hung up on how God created that they
can’t retrace their steps to the beginning, to the gargantuan
miracle, and to the why behind the miracle. 

once the earth and the heavens were not. Now they are.
It seems that here the creationists and the evolutionists agree,
the camps of old earth/young earth, big bang or blow up or
mind-boggling creativity. once the earth was not. Now it is.

To focus the telescope a little tighter, earth was not and
now is because God created.most creativity, yours and mine,
starts with something already in existence, and then remakes,
reshapes, and re-forms that old something into a new some-
thing. Creativity is in some ways a recycling or reimagining
of what currently exists. New forms for all those scraps, those
leftovers. New uses. 

As someone who has refashioned the same fabric for cur-
tains in three or four homes, I appreciate the economy of
reusing. But in the beginning, God created from nothing. God
reused nothing. God started fresh. God created form from
formlessness. 

And while scientists, and you and I, cannot explain God—
if we could, how would this Being be God?—there is a core
longing for God, for someone or something outside of our-
selves, so that we are not trapped in our own powerlessness.
If we are all there is, then any purpose to our lives is elusive
or temporal at best, a dead-end at worst. (Take that literally,
if you like.)

So if this is all a communication campaign, what is the
message? Earth, after all, was not the point of its creation. 



We were. Planning to create us with such a longing, God
started the whole ball rolling. or spinning. or orbiting. From
formlessness, from void, from nothing God created. Not for
an experiment in creativity. “Wow, let’s see what happens if
we do this.” 

The Creator designed for you and me. Without humanity,
earth was an exercise in creativity or a giant science experi-
ment. I look around at the blustering day, just another polar
vortex day in the suburbs. I stand on a chair at the window to
see as far as possible, through the swirling snow and the
smoke puffing from chimneys and snaking horizontally in
the blowing. 

I wait for a minute with the thought: This was for me. For
you. I cart out my list of fears, the unknowns and what-ifs. If
God created the heavens and the earth for the purpose of placing
us atop its glorious and variegated surface, why am I afraid?

We must talk ourselves off the ledge of fear. We are the
works of God’s hands, God’s handiwork. Through the Artist,
the art comes to life.

God purposed this earth with us in mind. From formless-
ness to no fear. From pain to purpose? No problem. That kind
of creativity is a cinch to God.

20 DECEMBER 2
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TRAVELING MERCY
dear one,

Come away from the edge of fear.
Stand on your chair

At the window on the world
And see.

I didn’t go to all this trouble
Just for my creativity’s sake.
Let me repurpose your pain,

Start a communication campaign,
draw others back

From the ledge of fear
To the edge of their seats

With meaning.
So start communicating.

NOTE TO SELF
How can God repurpose my pain?



DECEMBER 3

A LONG COMFORT

In the beginning God . . .
—GENESIS 1:1

Finding our way is at first logistical. For many of us, just
trying to make it through the day at hand. or to shake free of
yesterday. The first four words of the Bible comfort me deeply:
“In the beginning God.” Comforting, because long before we
began, God. Because when there is none of me left, none of
you left, to offer others, we can still move to this place: “In the
beginning God.” God in the beginning, God now, God forever.

If I return to the beginning of my day—or to the beginning
of any other point in my life, like my career as a mother or my
marriage—in the beginning, God. If I return to the beginning
of my college years or high school days or the awkward, awful
beginning of middle school: In the beginning, God. 

Before I was, God.
In the beginning of our journey, however wayward or 

doglegged it seems, in the beginning, God. Whatever the
path, God in the beginning.

And so it is for all of us. Before that crisis, that pain, that
destruction or self-destruction—in the beginning, God.



A LONG COMFORT 23

Jews use the Hebrew name for God, Hashem, the Name,
because YHWH (meaning “God was, God is, God always will
be”) is too holy to say. God is timeless, infinite. Since God
was, is, and always will be, then the fact of God’s presence
changes everything. 

Because in the beginning of each day or chapter or season
or breath, we were not alone. We have been companioned by
God, loved by God, cared for by God. Whether we felt alone
or not—and it is important to identify those alone times,
because they tell us about our abandonment fears and experi-
ences, and are all very real—we were not alone. others perhaps
left us alone, the night thick about our souls, but that is not the
whole truth. Because in the beginning, God.

So it follows that if “in the beginning God,” and if every
day and every moment and every breath represents a begin-
ning, then, right now, this very moment, in our deepest dis-
tress or highest infatuation or soul-cleaving pain—God. In
that beginning? God. 

In the formlessness of our journey, in the dark creeping
void of confusion or betrayal? In the beginning, right now
and right then, God. In the simmering abyss of painful rela-
tionships, in the discouragement of toil and trouble, in the
beginning, right now, God. 

In the delight of a new love, in the beginning, God. In the
wedding bells trilling from the spires, in the birth of a child,
in the beginning, God. 

In the troubling dissolution of hope, in the crumbling of
vows, in others’ breaking of faithfulness in our lives or us
breaking it in theirs, even then: in the beginning, God.



Wherever we find ourselves, we return to this beginning
point. daily, weekly, however often we need to be reminded
of the truth: in the beginning, God. 

God in the beginning. God right now. God always. 
And there, in that truth, we find a deep comfort. The facts

of our lives—this happened, that happened, here we were
hurt, there we lived great joy, here we were lost, there we
were found—the facts of our lives speak only a shadow of
the greater truth of our lives: In the beginning, God.

TRAVELING MERCY
dear one,

In the beginning
I . . . 

I was. 
I am.

I always will be.
At work on your behalf,

your good at the core of my intentions,
you at the heart of my actions

And my presence.
In the beginning, I, God,

And in the beginning I, God, with you.
So it is. 

So it was. 
So it will always be.

In the beginning.
In the now.

In the forever.
I, God.

NOTE TO SELF
Hope from the beginning and hope again.

24 DECEMBER 3



ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Jane Rubietta’s hundreds of articles about soul care and
restoration have appeared in many periodicals, including Today’s
Christian Woman, Virtue,Marriage Partnership, Just Between Us,
Conversations Journal,Decision, Christian Reader, Indeed, and
Christianity Today. Some of her books include: Finding Life,
Finding the Messiah, Finding Your Promise, Finding Your
Name, Finding Your Dream, Worry Less So You Can Live More,
Quiet Places, Come Closer, and Grace Points.

She is a dynamic, vulnerable, humorous speaker at conferences,
retreats, and pulpits around the world. Jane particularly loves
offering respite and soul care to people in leadership. She has
worked with Christian leaders and laity in Japan, mexico, the
Philippines, Guatemala, Europe, the uS, and Canada. 

Jane’s husband, Rich, is a pastor, award-winning music 
producer, and itinerant worship leader. They have three children
and make their home surrounded by slightly overwhelming 
gardening opportunities in the midwest.

For more information about inviting Jane Rubietta to speak
at a conference, retreat, or banquet, please contact her at:

Jane@JaneRubietta.com
www.JaneRubietta.com



From Darkness to Dawn—
the Birth of Our Savior

Through artfully told daily devotions, author Jane Rubietta
leads readers along a twenty-eight day journey into the
heart of Advent, in search of the living Messiah. Reaching
past the holiday veneer of tradition, pageantry, and glitz, she
draws readers far into the spiritual depths of Christmas,
where Christ can be born again into souls. This deeper
approach to devotion is still accessible reading for just five
to ten minutes a day.

A free group leader’s guide is available at 
www.wphresources.com/findingthemessiah.

Finding the Messiah
ISBN: 978-0-89827-902-3
eBook: 978-0-89827-903-0

1 .800.493.7539 wphstore.com



1 .800.493.7539 wphstore.com

From Eden to Gethsemane—
the Garden Restored

The life lost in Eden is found through Gethsemane. Follow
author Jane Rubietta on her daily journey through the season
of Lent as she traces the way that God the Son traverses with
his people. Significantly, Jesus’ ministry sometimes took
place in garden settings: not only did he come because of
what had been lost in Eden, but Jesus met with his disciples
in a garden, he prayed in a garden, he was arrested violently
in a garden, and he was buried in a garden tomb.

A free group leader’s guide is available at 
www.wphresources.com/findinglife.

Finding Life
ISBN: 978-0-89827-892-7
eBook: 978-0-89827-893-4



Follow author Jane Rubietta on her daily journey through each
season of the year to gain perspective, refresh your soul, and
continue the journey. Tracing the lives of some of the Bible’s
greatest characters, these are transformational devotionals
that encourage great depth. Walk through these stories from
the Bible and experience life as these great characters did,
gaining fresh faith and hope for your journey along the way.

A free group leader’s guide is available for 
each devotional at www.wphresources.com.

Finding Your Promise Finding Your Dream
(spring) (fall)

ISBN: 978-0-89827-896-5 ISBN: 978-0-89827-900-9
eBook: 978-0-89827-897-2 eBook: 978-0-89827-901-6

Finding Your Name Finding Your Way
(summer) (winter)

ISBN: 978-0-89827-898-9 ISBN: 978-0-89827-894-1
eBook: 978-0-89827-899-6 eBook: 978-0-89827-895-8

Finding Jesus in Every Season

1 .800.493.7539 wphstore.com




