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NUMBER 1 

Editorial ... 

1974: The Acceptable Year 
of the Lord? 

Will -I 974 be acceptable to the Lord, or will it witness 
the beginning of the day of His wrath? 

About A.D. 27 Jesus was preaching one of His first ser
mons, after His baptism in Jordan and His anointing by the 
Holy Spirit. · · 

Jesus had grown up in Nazareth and attended the syn
agogue many times. Everyone knew Him. On the Sabbath 
Day, He was asked to read the Scripture. Jesus "found the 
place" in Isaiah 61 where it was written, "The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me; because he hath anointed me to preach the 
gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that 
are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord." 

What a message, as good news in 1974 as it ever could 
have been in A.D~ 27! Here was no aspiring leader, no self
appointed Messiah. In fact, Jesus disclaimed that the 
message was His own. He simply released it. 

"This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears." How 
definite! "This day ... this Scripture fulfilled .... " They 
listened as Jesus- explained what it all meant, and "all bare 
him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which 
proceeded out of his mouth." But the news was too good to 
be true. Imagine, after thousands of years of prophecy, to be 
told, "Today this is all fulfilled." They were stunned! Then 
they disbelieved! "Is not this Joseph's son?" No, He was not 
Joseph's son, though that's how they knew Him. Jo~eph's 
son could never do what God had appointed Jesus to do. 
True, eighteen years earlier He had told His mother (for 
Mary was His mother), "I must be about my Father's 
business." The providence of God tarried. Now the day had 
arrived. Jesus had come, anointed to preach, heal, and 
forgive sin. And His own townspeople had the first oppor
tunity to benefit from His love and newly released power. 

Can you believe it? They turned Him down. They 
refused His offer. There is no record of a single act of 
healing or forgiveness in Nazareth that memorable day! He 
was willing; they were not. In sovereignty, God sent Jesus 
the Deliverer to them; in their rebellious "freedom," they 
rejected Him. In fact, the men of the village rose up to throw 
Him out of town! 

Jesus went on to preach, to heal, and to forgive 
elsewhere. His word was with power. Nothing like this had 
occurred in history. Yet here He was, present and available. 

I cannot prophesy what kind of a year 1974 will be. 
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NUMBER 2 

Editorial ... 

Don't Try To Grow 
Every child wants to grow up. He weighs himself, 

measures his height, and compares himself with others of his 
age. He feels that growing up is part of his fulfillment, that 
his real destiny awaits him when he is mature. 

Has there ever been a Christian that did not want to 
grow up? The Bible suggests a strict parallel here, that it is 
as normal for a Christian to grow up as for a child. The 
desire to grow up should be as strong in one case as in the 
other. 

The remarkable fact is that neither the child nor the 
Christian grows by trying. Perhaps in the most colorful 
language ever used, Jesus described the growth of a field 
flower: "Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they 
toil not, neither do they spin." Lilies do not labor to grow; 
growth is built into the bulb. Gardeners do not make lilies 
grow, either. They grow from within, because it is their 
nature. Lilies grow if they have a chance-good soil, rain, 
sunshine, and space. 

Every Christian gets his start by a birth, the new birth. 
What every Christian must realize is this, that he is born to 
grow. Not only the capacity for growth but the desire is in
built. But the Christian must learn at once that he can no 
more grow by trying than do the lilies. 

How do Christians grow? First, by proper nourish
ment. For babes in Christ there is the pure milk of the Word 
of God. Christian infants relish this food as surely ·as human 
infants relish milk. Moreover, there is absolutely no sub
stitute for this food. Religious thoughts and practices, stern 
efforts in self-discipline-these do not make Christians 
grow. Reading and meditating upon the Word of God 
produces growth. In other words-you grow by eating the 
right kind of food. It is important therefore, that every 
preacher of the Word of God present milk to children of 
God. It is important for each believer to refuse substitutes 
for the pure Word of God. Infants can even starve to death, 
if they are not fed properly. 

Second, Christians grow by exercise. Bodily exercise 
profits the body, Paul observed; but exercise in godliness 
brings profit to the soul and body. What do we mean by ex
ercise? (I) Exercise yourself in prayer. Of course you will at
tend prayer meetings and you will have family worship. But 
develop your own prayer life. Prayer is like breathing. 
Lungs are made for air and souls are made for prayer. 
Cultivate a prayerful frame of mind. But let there be some 
special, solitary moments of prayer fellowship with God. 

(2) Exercise yourself in witnessing. You believe in 
God. Tell others about Him. The twentieth. .is n0: different 
from the first century. God· is the great Unknown. If they 
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NUMBER 3 

Editorial ... 

Cl,,rist? Yes! 
Cl1urcl1? Yes! 

Continued from page I 

But you and I must read on. "In him was life; and the life [of 
Christ] was the light of men" (John 1:4). So just as God did 
not create our sun to create another star in the solar system, 
but rather to enlighten and warm the earth, so God's Son is 
not just the second member of the Trinity, but He became 
the Sun of Righteousness who was sent to enlighten the 
hearts of men darkened by sin. 

But Christ's coming to man, or becoming man, is an in
dispensable event of the Christian calendar and faith. So, 
the Word became flesh and dwelt among us (John I: 14). 
Luke gives us the birth narrative, describes with candor and 
courtesy how God became man, how the virgin conceived 
and "brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger" (Luke 2:7). 
The person was both divine and human; the event was whol
ly human. Jesus was a baby boy who looked like that and 
acted like that. It is doubtful if any of the Bethlehem 
townspeople shared the wonder of the shepherds' delight. 
Jesus, to them, was another Jewish baby. 

Even in His human development, little if any wonder 
developed among His townspeople in Nazareth. Something 
inwardly wonderful was happening: "And the child grew, 
and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace 
of God was upon him" (Luke 2:40). 

Months after His baptism in Galilee, months after He had 
begun to teach and to heal in His Father's name, He 
revisited Nazareth. What did they say? "Is not this the 
carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, 
and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? 
And they were offended at him" (Mark 6:3). So many hun
dreds, many thousands of His own day saw in Jesus Christ 
only "the carpenter." They were, and are, the religious 
liberals, who are offended at the Word who became flesh 
and dwelt among us. Not then, not now, can they be counted 
as believers. Not then, not now, are these in the church 
which Jesus is building. We ought to understand this clearly. 

What is the church? Jesus Christ himself foretold it: "Upon 
this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it" (Matthew 16: 18). Viewed ideally, or 
mystically, 'this church is "the household of God . . . built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief cornerstone" (Ephesians 2: 19-
20). The church is not of the world even as Jesus himself is 
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cumstances surrounding leadership 
reorganization. A little over a decade 
ago, only one West Indian face (that 
of an advisor) appeared on the field 
council, the body charged with ad
ministering the affairs of the Carib
bean Church between quadrennial 
field conferences. The present com
position of that board is almost entire
ly the opposite. This case highlights 
the magnitude of leadership re
organization. 

The right kind of traditional mis
sionary can greatly relieve the strain of 
this reorganization, but for one reason 
or another there is missionary exodus. 
Some find it too difficult to play sup
portive rather than supervisory roles. 
Some feel they are no longer wanted. 
Some are unacceptable because they 
cannot master the delicate technique 
of how to lead a people now fired by 
national and ecclesiastical inde
pendence. Some must leave or can
not return because of new immigration 
policies. Others think they have served 
their day, want to be replaced by 
leaders of the country, and take 
smooth leadership reorganization for 
granted. 

The strain becomes poignant if 
leadership change is not matched by 
leadership conscience on the part of 
members of the indigenous church. 
Two contributing factors may be iden
tified. There may be an unawareness 
of the need for leaders. This results not 
so much from a lack of communica
tion as from the lingering of custom: 
some have not fully awakened to the 
fact that they must carry rather than 
be carried and still think of themselves 
as followers rather than leaders; and 
some, aware of the need, seem slow in 
recognizing that indigenous leadership 
calls for far more than nationality, or 
even mental ability. 

When to leadership change and lack 
of leadership conscience there is added 
leadership conflict, the strain reaches 
breaking point. This conflict can 
spring from a variety of sources. One 
of related significance may be a 
pattern of paternalism. Spiritual as 
well as political colonists tended 
generally to maintain common service 
levels among their wards, irrespective 
of leadership potential. In fact, it was 
sometimes apparently helpful to check 
promising leaders, but countenance 
those doubtfully cooperative persons 
who were not so ready to think and 
speak as individuals. These methods 
may have so hindered the full develop-
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ment of natural leadership selection, 
that with leadership reorganization 
conflicts come because apparent 
equality of station has to give place to 
apparent inequality of elevation. 

A final problem is monetary limita
tion. Though self-support as an in
digenous qualification has not been 
rigidly enforced, it is still a general 
principle and goal. This principle is 
good for the development of basic 
financial responsibility, but it appears 
that it is a biblical principle, too, that 
self-supply if inadequate should be 
supplemented by secondary supply if 

possible. Able Corinths may still be 
obligated to send their "liberality" to 
needy J erusalems. Some study might 
be made of the possible significance 
that developing countries, home of the 
developing church, need and receive 
for major, extra-routine projects, sub
stantial external assistance in grants 
and special loans from developed 
countries, while the church itself, with 
similar backgrounds and needs, 
receives no comparable aid from 
developed churches and i!. expected to 
tailor its life and outreach to suit its 
own economic cloth. 

8£Ck[T SAID IT FOR ME 

MY COURSE in English literature 
has brought to my attention these 
words of Thomas Becket in T. S. 
Eliot's Murder in the Cathedral: 

"While I ate out of the King's dish 
To become servant of God was never 

my wish. 
Servant of God has chance of 

greater sin 
And sorrow, than the man who 

serves a king. 
For those who serve the greater 

cause may make the cause serve 
them .... " 

These words of Thomas Becket sum
marize my testimony. 

"While I ate out of the King's dish 
To become servant of God was 

never my wish." 
When I was converted in May of 

1967, I was a foreman at a local fac
tory in Fort Wayne, Indiana, with an 
annual wage in five figures. I was hap
py with my job and with my station in 
life. I could have been happy to stay 
there until my retirement, serving the 
Lord in the Moeller Road Wesleyan 
Church as lay leader, Sunday school 
teacher, and in other positions. But 
within the first year of my conversion 
the Lord began to talk to me about 
becoming a full-time servant of His. 

"Who, me, Lord? I've never had 
any training. I have a family. I have a 
good job. I have debts that would keep 
me from doing such a thing. I have 

By James Robbins 

many good reasons why I shouldn't 
change my life-style." However, the 
persistent call remained, and I was no 
longer happy with my station in life. I 
knew I must heed that divine call. 

In July 1970 doors opened that 
made it possible for me to come to 
Marion College. I worked one year for 
Anaconda Wire and Cable and went 
to school. Then came the opportunity 
to preach in a small, Tipton County 
church in January 197 I.. 

"Servant of God has chance of 
greater sin 

And sorrow, than the man who 
serves a king." 

That pastorate turned out to be 
quite a trial. My eleven-year-old son 
Michael reflected my thoughts well 
when he said, "Dad, are you sure you· 
were called to preach?" It certainly 
would have been nice to be back at 
that foreman's job in Fort Wayne. 

"For those who serve the greater 
cause may make the cause serve 
them .... " 

We went to the Lord in prayer, and 
soon had a call to serve two churches 
on a circuit in Wells County. We 
packed up and moved in February 
1972. And the very cause that we were 
called to serve is now serving us. We 
are getting the practical experience of 
the pastorate while finishing school. I 
am now in my junior year at Marion 
College. 
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What Has 
Happened 

to Home? 

By Betty Lundberg 

WHAT HAS HAPPENED to 
home-the Christian home? 

For many Christians, life's best 
moments are spent anyplace but 
home. Many husbands and wives leave 
as early as possible and stay away as 
long as possible. Teenagers count the 
days until they are in college, service, 
or on a job miles from home. 

Home hasn't always been this way. 
A generation ago most mothers stayed 
home and made bread and filled big 
kettles with homemade soup topped 
with fluffy dumplings. Father looked 
forward to his return after a day's 
work. Here he was surrounded and 
pampered by those he loved. There 
was no need to schedule a family 
night-nearly every night was one. 
Books, games, and music filled 
evenings with love and laughter. 

Today's woman surely must be a 
major factor in the decline of our 
homes. Rare is the woman of today 
who does not feel it necessary to get 
out of the house to fulfill herself. 
Rarer still is the mother who feels the 
proper raising of her children is a full
time and rewarding job. 

Today's woman is usually so busy 
with bowling, golfing lessons, and 
organizations that she no longer has 

Mrs. Betty Lundberg is a free-lance 
writer and resides in Olean, New 
York. 

February 4, 1974 

time to listen to her children. A youth 
worker recently said, "There is no 
generation gap, only a communication 
gap." How often we parents are so 
wrapped up in our world that we fail to 
listen and try to understand theirs. 

Not only does today's mother not 
have time to listen to her children, she 
does not have time to discipline them. 
Just recently a working mother com
mented on her son's unruly behavior: 
"I should have gotten after him, but 
after working all day, I'm just too 
tired." She seemed to have time for 
everything except for that which was 
most important. Satan has tricked us 
into substituting good things for the 
best. As a result, our children suffer. 

Long ago we, as parents, decided to 
administer the spankings and answer 
the questions. (There have been plenty 
of both.) Raising our two children is 
the most important job we'll ever do 
and a job with no second chance. Now 
that they are both teenagers, we're 
glad for all the things we shared that 
money cannot buy. 

Television has invaded the home, 
and home has been greatly affected by 
this intruder. With a television set in 
seven out of eight living rooms, it has 
become the ruler in many homes. 
Conversation is a lost art, and family 
devotions a faded memory with 
mealtime sandwiched in between the 
kid's cartoons and Dad's 6:00 o'clock 
news. Television has become an escape 
for millions who, rather than face 
themselves and reality, lose themselves 
in anything and everything. Many 
parents are more concerned with what 
is on the channels than what is on the 
hearts of those nearest and dearest to 
them. 

Materialism has happened to many 
homes. In our society with the 
emphasis on things, many fat hers are 
moonlighting. With his extra job plus 
church and community activities, 
there is little time for Father to guide 
and instruct, listen and love his family. 
He who is supposed to be the spiritual 
head is hardly ever home to even sit at 
the head of the table. 

Happy homes just don't happen. 
They are the result of planning, 
praying, and good hard work. Ruth 
Graham aptly states it, "It is our job 
to make our husbands happy, God's 
job to make them holy." How difficult 
it is for us women, who are often born 
leaders and teachers, to realize that 
God can do a work in them to His 
glory without our sermonizing. Our 
part is to be, not do. 

Scarcely a woman's magazine is 
printed without an article on marriage 
or the home. Such books are sold by 
the hundreds ranging from sex 
manuals to creative cooking. Many of 
these are purchased by unhappy 
women who need only to do what they 
already know. We laugh at the car
toon of the husband who returned, 
tired and hungry after a hard day's 
work, only to find his wife curled up in 
an easy chair surrounded by cook
books. Could it be that so many of 
today's homes are unhappy because 
we have read and followed everything 
but the Word of God? Ephesians 5 
clearly states the role of husband and 
wife. Have we labeled this old
fashioned and turned to other sources 
of advice? How could anyone improve 
on the plan set down by God who 
created man and woman and in
stituted marriage as a holy union? 

Money problems are a major factor 
in the breakdown of many homes. 
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How easy it is to "want it and charge 
it," then live in an atmosphere of ten
sion because there are more bills than 
money. It is important that husbands 
and wives be open and honest in 
analyzing their needs and wants and 
pray for God's direction. 

In many homes children are havoc 
and headaches instead of happiness. 
We smile when toddlers appear in 
sweat shirts with "I Am The Boss" 
across the front, yet in many homes 
they are. Meals, menus, social ac
tivities, and even church attendance 
revolve around the doll in diapers. 
Many children have established a 
pattern of disrespect for parental 
authority by the age of two. The 
teenager who is disrespectful of 
parents and disdainful of school and 
civil authorities started that way long 
before he was riding the school bus. In 
order for home to be happy, rules and 
guidelines must be made and enforced. 

Many parents had much comment 
when prayer and Bible reading were 
eliminated from our schools a few 
years ago. Yet, as Christian parents, 
are we concerned when Bible reading 
is not a part of our children's reading? 
In many homes devotions are nonexis
tent. In other homes, it is a hurried 
verse quoted between dessert and 
dishes (if the telephone doesn't 
ring). Are we Christians encourag
ing our children to read the Word 
by setting an example? Are we pro
viding Christian magazines, records, 
tapes, and books in our homes? 

Have our homes lost a welcome? 
Are they as open to the youth of our 
church neighborhood (even if it means 
guitars and potato chips) as to the mis
sionary society ladies? Have we been 
so interested in achieving a look ( ours 
is mostly lived in) that we have lost a 
welcome? Jesus must have felt right 
at home in Mary and Martha's 
home-would He in ours? 

Love is still the link between God 
and man, man and woman, parent and 
child. Could it be that we've become 
so busy and involved we've not had 
time to love? Has lack of love hap
pened to the home? living Letters 
states: "Love is very patient and kind, 
never jealous or envjous, selfish nor 
rude. Love does not demand its own 
way. It is not irritable or touchy. It 
does not hold grudges and will hardly 
even notice when others do it wrong." 

God wants the home to be happy. 
With His help, home can be happy. 
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In a Wesleyan Minister's Week observance four laymen of the 
Central Wesleyan Church, Holland, Michigan, shared their views 
on the theme-

As I See 
The Ministry 

What is the layman's role in the 
work of the minister? 

At the outset we should establish 
what a layman must "be" before we 
can define what he can "do." His 
salvation through faith in Christ is, of 
course, the prime requisite. But this 
should be only a doorway, opening 
upon a life of total commitment to 
Jesus Christ. Somehow, we expect the 
clergy to be totally committed and ex
cuse ourselves for our halfhearted and 
insincere commitment on the basis 
that we have so many other things to 
demand our attention. Paul's directive 
was surely not only to the ordained 
ministers, but to laymen as well, when 
he wrote, "Whatever you do in word 
or deed, do all to the glory of God." It 
is important for us to live consistent 
lives, living every day according to 
Christ's standard of values and in 
terms of His revealed will for us. Only 
then are we able to "act" with effec
tive results. 

Perhaps the layman's role could 
most simply be summarized: "become 
involved." While every man is not 
suited for every job, there is a place of 
service for every Christian layman. 
God does not require each person to 
share in every arm of the work of the 
church; but He does want us to find 
our area of service and to share in 
some portion of the witness of the 
church to which we belong. 

There is much current talk about 
the matter of witnessing. Special 
classes are designed to turn 
"churchgoers into witnesses." Too 
long have too many of us simply 

"gone to church" with little thought of 
"taking the church" into the worka
day world where we spend most of our 
days. Such involvement often takes 
personal discipline, sometimes sac
rifice of time and personal pleasures. 
But it is important that we reach out, 
constantly touching new lives (lives 
beyond our comfortable little sphere 
of family and friends) with the 
message of the church and of Christ. 
This job the layman can do . . . often 
in places and in ways which the 
minister cannot share. 

If we can liken our church to a large 
corporation, our pastor is the presi
dent, and, as such, is the head of this 
organization composed of some 300 to 
400 people. As its head, he is, in a way, 
responsible for them. But every 
member of the corporation has a job 
to do and the work will be done most 
profitably when every man assumes a 
personal responsibility and has a 
genuine interest in his job. This cor
poration is unique in that there is no 
financial net profit. Our reckoning is 
all in men's souls ... a matter of life 
and death!-Wi//iam Parker 

How does a layman view 
the pulpit ministry? 

The preparation and delivery of ser
mons is no small task. It is no small 
task to the minister who realizes that 
the great responsibility of the pulpit 
ministry is to provide spiritual food to 
those who sit under his care. Even 
though there are many aids to ser
mon preparation and a wealth of 
background materials available to the 
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You're a Parent 
Act Like One! 

• So 

RECENTLY I SUGGESTED to a 
group of women that Christian people 
must refuse to "cop out" on the 
responsibilities of their parental role, 
even when their adolescent children 
act as if their parents are from the 
Stone Age. 

If you are fair and firm, someday 
your children will appreciate you. I 
quoted a friend who once said, "Your 
children will either hate you till they're 
21 and love you the rest of their lives, 
or love you till they're 21 and hate you 
the rest of their lives!" 

When I had finished, the lady who 
was presiding thanked me in the usual 
appropriate terms, then confided im
pulsively to the audience: "Well,final
ly it's been made clear to me why I 
always felt as if my daughter hated me 
until after she was married!" The 
burst of spontaneous laughter proved 
that she was not the only one there 
who had lived through the strange 
phenomenon of adolescent rebellion. 

Several days later, I was with 
another group of women and, as an ex
periment, I used the same general 
statements about parents and children, 
merely as an aside in a talk which was 
not on that subject. Again, the same 
thing happened. Women came up 
afterward with comments, questions, 
and problems on the parent-child 
relationship! They were going through 
the same ambivalent feelings about 
their children as I had with ours. 

The general tenor of their remarks 
was, "Things are changing so fast 
-everything's so permissive-much 
that seems generally accepted is not all 
right with me, yet my children make 
me feel that /' m the queer one-that 
'all the kids can, except me.'" Do 
right and wrong really change? Or are 
some things only a matter of custom, 
not morality? Where do you draw the 
line? 

My word! They were trying to make 
me an instant expert on parent-child 
relationships just because I'd dared to 
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mention the subject and offer a ten
tative suggestion! Well, I'm not an ex
pert; and bringing up five children has 
mainly taught me that there are no pat 
answers. 

But over the years some general 
guidelines have emerged, arrived at 
mostly by instinct and Christian com
mon sense (that "Christian" is impor
tant, because just common sense can 
sometimes be the worst kind of non
sense). Here are ten-not com
mandments-but well-tried tips that 
seem to have stood the test, at least in 
our family: 

I. Never go against your own con
science just to curry favor with your 
children. Submit your conscience to 
the test of God's guidance through His 
Spirit, so that what you think is con
science won't be just your prejudices. 

2. It's much easier to start out firm
ly restrictive and loosen up as you go 
along, and as children mature, than to 
tighten up after you've gone overboard 
with permissiveness. If your child has 
had complete freed om to come and go 
as he pleased, no questions asked, 
from fifth grade on, it's going to be too 
late when he's 16 to start demanding 
any accountability. And he'll be 
driving your car by then, too. 

3. Never be pressured into allowing 
something you don't feel right about 
just because "all the other kids can." 
Usually this isn't true, anyway; and 
even if it were, you're not responsible 
for "all the other kids." But you are 
responsible for your own! 

4. Never be ashamed to let your 
convictions and even your likes and 
dislikes be known. Our kids have 
known for years that five minutes of 
their favorite rock 'n' roll music at top 
pitch will send both their parents 
straight to the ceiling and that said 
parents have no intention of being sub
jected to such assaults on their ear
drums. As a result, the children play 
"their" music in their rooms at a de
cent volume and save the blasting for 
times when we are away from home. 

By Betty Garton Ulrich 

We make no excuses or apologies 
for this. We are the parents and are 
providing the home; we have rights, 
too. Besides, kids see through the 
phoniness of your pretending you like 
their music, their dress styles, their 
muddled thinking. 

I'm not, mind you, condemning 
their thinking. They're muddled 
because they're still trying to "get it all 
together." They ought to be muddled, 
if they're thinking at all. We parents 
don't have to further confuse them by 
acting as if everything is right just 
because they think it's right! 

5. Insist on responsibilities to 
match privileges. If Junior expects a 
weekly cash handout as his "due" for 
being part of the family, then his 
parents have a right to expect that he 
will do assigned chores for the same 
reason. 

6. Do not allow your children or 
your own mistaken sense of Christian 
duty make you into a self-sacrificing 
doormat with a martyr complex. One 
day our oldest daughter, who was 
working to help earn money for 
college, came home highly indignant 
and burst out, "Mom, I'm sure glad 
you and Dad have insisted on being 
people and not doormats!" 

Then she told about the woman who 
worked next to her on a large 
switchboard. The woman was working 
to put her son through college. "But," 
said our daughter, "she hates every 
minute of it and expects everybody to 
sympathize with her and pat her on the 
back. 

"And the worst is that her son, who 
should appreciate it, doesn't at all. I 
didn't tell his mother, but I know him 
from school. He thinks nothing of 
blowing $20 on a date with a girl; and 
he isn't working at all. He's spoiled, 
that's what he is!" 

7. From the time your children are 
little, do things together as a family. 
The time will come when they will 
think "family doings" are boring and 
corny-and that's probably as it 
should be, for that's part of their 
many-sided efforts to gain in
dependence. But what has been 
cemented over the years in shared 
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family endeavors and outings and hob
bies will be woven into their lives as 
the unconscious basis for bonds that 
will hold during the "independent" 
years. Eventually, these will be among 
their most precious memories and will 
serve as bridges for the mature 
relationship they will develop with you 
in their adulthood. 

8. Don't try to act, look, and speak 
like your children in the mistaken 
belief that you can thus "identify" 
better with them. If they can see 
through our pretending to like certain 
of their ways, think how ridiculous it 
must seem to them when we try to ape 
their ways! 

Once when one of our daughters 
was about 15 and very concerned 
about being "with it," I said suddenly, 
as I regarded myself in a full-length 
mirror, "Oh, I look awful! I think I'll 
lose about 25 pounds, get a miniskirt 
and high boots and a shag haircut!" 
Our daughter gasped, "Mom, don't 
you dare-you're a mother and you're 
supposed to look a little-well, 
matronly!" 

That was a revelation to me. Kids 
want their parents to look like parents, 
not teenage pals! Their pretending to 
be ashamed of you in public and acting 
as if they don't know you is only part 
of their constant attempt to become 
emotionally divorced from the child
parent relationship as they struggle for 
maturity and independence. Don't 
take it personally! 

9. If you want your children to be 
Christian people and really be guided 
by Christian principles, you'd better 
start early-preferably before they' re 
born!-to think through what you 
believe and why. Kids these days are 
released into a society in which 
morality is pretty much determined by 
what anyone wants to think it is. If 
you don't really see any valid reasons 
against your daughter's having one 
"meaningful relationship" after 
another (which translated, means sex
ual) with a series of boys-or even one 
such relationship with any boy to 
whom she is not married-well, don't 
be surprised if she goes right ahead! 
And if she asks you what Christianity 
says about this and why-and you 
don't know or can't explain-well? 

l 0. Be prepared for static and flak 
from your children when you try to use 
the above guidelines. Indeed, be 
prepared at times for scathing 
criticism, sullen pouting, loud 
rebellion, cutting personal comments 
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about your sanity, your mentality, 
your vintage. And be prepared for this 
to have appalling effects on your ego. 
Don't be surprised if you begin to 
wonder whether you're hopeless, in
competent, cruel, and dumb! 

But when you hit this low ebb, try to 
remember that your children are so 
wrapped up in their troubles and 
struggles with themselves and their 
puzzling, conflicting emotions, that it 
never once occurs to them that you are 
a person, with feelings and doubts and 
frustrations of your own. They don't 

GOD CREATED 

mean to destroy your personality: 
they're only trying to develop their 
own! 

Therefore, in good biblical termi
nology, "Stand fast!" If you can hold 
out until they reach the magic age of 
21, they'll love you. At least, that's 
what my friend always claimed! And, 
in addition, as we've discovered, after 
they're 21, you experience a whole new 
relationship with them as adult-to
adult-they're beautiful people!-"The 
Lutheran," Magazine of the Lutheran Church 
of America. copyright /972. Reprimed by per
mission. 

a bible study 

Who else could create? 

By George E. Failing 

"In the beginning." Not in the beginning of God, for He lives 
from everlasting to everlasting (Psalm 90: I; John l: I). 

But God the infinite, God the loving initiator, wanted to make 
something in which He. could delight. 

"The heavens and the earth." The heaven represents, the infin
itude of space with= all its blazing galaxies and ·:,tars. The 
earth is a tiny planet of a small star, yet God lavished His 
creative genius .upon· the earth. 

"Without form and void . . . darkness." God may create the 
incomplete, even the unperfected, as well as the perfect. 
· "Moved upon the face of the waters." What God creates, He 

cares for. Before there were clear shorelines between iand and sea, · 
even before one could discern the shape and size of the earth:, "the 
Spirit of God nioved · upon the face of the waters." 

But God . loves to work in orderly fashion to bring :cosmos: 
(order) out of chaos. The first stage was to -provide light, and it took 
only a word from God: "Letthere be light." Since with God words · 
are acts, "there was light." God made certain of the difference: uHe 
divided the light from the darkness." So it has ever been since, even 
morally. "I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life" (John 8: 12). 

God evaluates what He does. "God saw the light that it was 
good." He knows what is good and commends what is right. 

God knows what. He does. He not only "called the.light Day, 
and the darkness he called Night," but He established the com
pleteness of the act: "And the evening and the morning were [a. 
plural verb; darkness and light were distinct] the first day." 

Two lessons. Fir~t, God completes the particular -work He sets 
out to do. He dig not try to do six days' work in one, but Hedid:firt
ish perfectly the work He purposed to do that day. ·· 

Second, God proceeds from darkness to light, _not from light to 
darkness, as men do. God's first day ends with "morning." Even so, 
"the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, which shin~s 
brighter and brighter until full day" (Proverbs 4: 18, RSV)~, 
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MEXICO 
An estimated 1,50_0 persons participated in. 
one of the night services where p~stors had 
gathered to·launch_plans for .a.lay training 
program in one of Mexico's three districts. 
Classes in personal work, doctrine, and.Bi- ' 
ble will begin in key ch\lrches this month. 

GRAND CAYMAN 
Five hundred Christian books ·were sold m 
one month on the_ island of -Grand Cayman, 
according to a reportby ·Ruth Bowman. 

SIBRRALEONE 
A national nurse, who, ~eqentiy · gaye his lleart 
to the Lord, is re~1y-·radiant and joyful. ~n- · 
cotiraging l3ible studies with. the national staff_ 
each Friday evening ar~ ai"so reported. . -

ST. CROIX WORKER NEEDED 
A local Wesleyan congregation on the Carib
bean island of St. Croix is seeking a Chris
tian worker who would relocate ' take up non
church employment, and_ give leadership in 
the music program of the church. Qualified 
persons should write.the-·Reverend Wingrove 
Lynton, Box 647, Christiansted, St. Croix, 
Virgin Islands 00820. 

FILM PROJECT LAUNCHED 
The Lakeview Wesleyan Church in Marion, 
Indiana, is sponsoringan exciting film proj-_ 
ect on Wesleyan missions in South Africa. 
Mr. John Bell,· lay-member of the church, is 
providing the technical leadership for the 
production of the film which will be made 
available through the General Department of 
World Missions. Congratulations to Lakeview 
Wesleyans under the leadership of Pastor 
Eugene Cockrell. A release date for the film 
will be announced later. 

HAITI 
Praise the Lord that the electric plant is func
tioning again at Port Margot after a breakdown 
last August. 
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· BRAZIL 

General Department of World Missions -
ROBERT N. l YTLE, General Secrewy 

. The Gloria Church's inside walls are now 
plastered and attractively dressed in blue 
and white paint. 

SIERRA LEONE 
Theological Training by Extension is being 
launched following a successful pilot program 
directed in February 1972 by Donald Kinde. 

· Now the following instructors are involved: 
Missionary Gary Cole (Kambia) , Missionary 
-Marion Vreugdenhil (Bendembu and Kama
kwie), and Missionary William Gerig of The 
Missionary Church (Makeni and Binkolo) . 

SELF-DENIAL UP 
Today's Self-Denial tally shows Wesleyan 
churches averaging $40 more for each 1973 
Self-Denial Offering than the previous year. 
A total of nearly $300,000 has been reported 
from one-half of the churches. 

ZAMBIA 
A working girls' club m·eets monthly on · 
Choma Secondary School campus for activi
ties in Bible , arts , crafts , sewing, first aid, 
and good grooming. The organizing· commit
tee includes Vinelle :O.avis , Madelyn Twining, 
Jan Meade, Rebecca Miller, and Joyce Moore. 

GUYANA 
Again there is a vacancy at Paramakatoi for a 
nurse. If no national can be secured, a visa -
for Nurse Nota Higgins may be a renewed 
possibility. Pray . 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
The Taguru Bible School has .recently gradu
ated four Wiru and three Huli students. 

AUSTRALIA 
District Secretary J. Midgley reports that 
Australia Wesleyans have more workers in 
Papua New Guinea than in tneir homeland. 
Last annual conference reports list six con
gregations in Australia. 
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General newS 
Austria's Lower House Approves 
A Liberal Abortion Bill 

Vienna (EP)-Austria's lower house of 
Parliament, in a close vote, has approved new 
legislation liberalizing the country's strict abor
tion laws. 

The bill, part of a new Criminal Code 
package, would permit women to terminate 
pregnancies within the first three months, 
provided the terminations are sanctioned by a 
physician. 

Under the present code, dating from 1787, 
there is a ban on all abortions, except in cases 
where childbirth would clearly endanger the 
mother's life. 

Revised Plan on Unification 
Drawn up by Presbyterians 

Louisville, Ky. (EP)-A revised plan for 
uniting the United Presbyterian Church and 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. (Southern) 
has been up by the Joint Committee on 
Reunion here. 

Next June, the plan will be presented to the 
General Assemblies of the two denominations, 
which will be meeting here concurrently. They 
will be asked to receive it for study, with no 
voting expected before 1976. 

Major features of the plan to combine the 3-
million-member UPC and the 950,000-member 
PCUS include calling the resulting denomina
tion the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and 
having ethnic minorities in the composition of at 
least fifteen percent of the governing bodies 
above the local church level. 

Gasless Sundays May Be 
Disguised Blessing 

New York (EP)-Without gasoline, church 
members may be less inclined to leave town and 
more ready to attend church, AP Religion 
Writer George Cornell wrote. 

Quoting the president of the National Council 
of Churches, Dr. Sterling W. Cary, he said the 
ban on Sunday gasoline sales could replace 
weekend trips with churchgoing. 

Big Jump in Canadians 
With No Religion 

Ottawa (EP)-Canadian citizens who claim 
they have no religion increased some tenfold in 
the decade from 1961 to 1971-a much larger 
jump than those with church affiliation. 

"Statistics Canada" officials said census 
figures indicate that the number of Canadians 
claiming no religion increased from 94,763 in 
1961 to 929,575 in 1971. 

The statisticians warned that the apparent 
splurge in godlessness-most noticeable in On
tario, Alberta, and British Columbia-may be 
deceiving. They said that the 1971 census in
dicated that for the first time people filled out 
their own census forms in private, rather than by 
answering questions asked by a census taker. 
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Gerald Ford A 
"Growing Christian" 

Washington, D.C. (EP)-"I can say he has 
accepted Christ as his Saviour and that he is a 
growing Christian." 

So stated Evangelist Billy Zeoli of Gerald R. 
Ford, the fortieth U.S. vice-president sworn in 
at 60, using a Bible his son Michael purchased 
for the occasion. 

Michael Ford, 23, who purchased the Bible 
for the ceremony, is a first-year student at 
Gordon-Conwell Seminary in Wenham, 
Massachusetts, and plans a career as a youth 
minister. He has worked with Young Life. 

The younger Ford told Christianity Today 
that the period between his father's nomination 
and his confirmation by the Congress has been 
"an uplifting experience. We've all been drawn 
closer together and we're giving each other 
spiritual support through prayer." 

Prayer Conference Called 
Los Angeles, Calif. (EP)-Sensing a need to 

revitalize prayer in churches throughout the na
tion, three Los Angeles-area Christian leaders 
have announced plans for the "Church Prayer 
Revitalization Conference." 

Calling the conference is the Reverend Armin 
R. Gesswein, director of the Ministers' Prayer 
Fellowship; Dr. William R. Bright, president of 
Campus Crusade for Christ International; and 
Dr. W. Stanley Mooneyham, president of 
World Vision International. Numerous other 
Christian organization leaders already have in
dicated their desire to cooperate. 

The conference, designed for pastors, 
ministers, prayer groups, and other church 
group leaders and executives, will take place at 
the Campus Crusade's Arrowhead Springs 
Hotel in San Bernardino March 11-13. 

Chicago Christians Plan 
TV Station 

Chicago (EP)-A new television station will 
be built here by a group of believers who have 
organized Christian Communications of 
Chicagoland, Inc. 

The Reverend Owen Carr, president of CCC, 
sees the station as "an opportunity to increase 
the influence and effectiveness of the Christian 
community in its service to the city." 

An advisory council includes representatives 
from all major denominations and groups in the 
city. 

The first fund-raising rally gathered $235,000 
at The Stone Church in Palos Heights where 
Carr presided and which he serves as pastor. His 
goal is $4,000,000 before application can be 
made to the Federal Communications Commis
sion for a license. 

L. Nelson Bell Visiting 
Lectureships Begun By 
Christianity Today 

Washington. D.C. (EP)-In a move to fund 
evangelical scholars of "conviction, com
petence, and charisma" for speeches at major 
theological seminaries, Christianity Today 
magazine has established the L. Nelson Bell 
Visiting Lectureships. 

In honor of the periodical's co-founder and 
longtime executive editor who died last summer, 
the lectureship will sponsor discussions, 
seminars, and formal and informal sessions for 

students looking for personal biblical faith. 
The editorial staff declared in the rationale 

for the new program that fresh opportunities on 
a broad scale among seminarians are open for 
the evangelical viewpoint. 

Sees People Searching for 
Religion Turning to Myths 

Washington, D.C. (EP)-As the Apostle Paul 
warned young Timothy they would, people to
day are avidly running after the latest novelties 
instead of listening to the truth, notes UPI 
Columnist Louis Cassels. 

The advent of myth-seeking "marks the third 
distinct phase of religious life in America since 
World War II," Cassels pointed out. 

He called Phase One the religious revival 
during the global war-a revival which lasted 15 
years; a new phase began at the start of the 
1960s, Cassels declared, opening an era marked 
by bitter controversy over social action in many 
churches and radical theology. 

He said the dominant characteristic of the 
phase now under way "is a quest for novelty. 
Some of its expressions are healthy," he added. 
The so-called Jesus Movement, he said, brought 
disenchantment with the institutional church but 
also new life-styles based on strong personal 
loyalty to Jesus Christ. 

Complacency Held Greatest 
Threat to Observance of Sabbath 

Philadelphia (EP)-A Lutheran editor has 
warned that the greatest danger to proper Sun
day observance comes not from those who op
pose such practices but from those who are com
placent about the matter. 

Dr. Albert P. Stauderman, editor of The 
Lutheran (semimonthly magazine of the 
Lutheran Church in America), discusses the 
history of Sunday observance and offers some 
suggestions for obeying the Fourth Command
ment in an article titled "What Should I Do On 
Sunday?" published in the December 5 issue. 

The editor warns that "the biggest damage to 
Sunday comes not from those who would ar
bitrarily take away a day of rest and worship, 
but rather from those who are complacent or in
different about it. If we prefer what (LCA presi
dent) Dr. Robert Marshall recently called 
'armchair religion,' like sitting back and 
watching a revival service on television, we 
shouldn't be too surprised if we have traded 
away something precious for a mess of pot
tage." 

Assemblies of God Observe 
60th Anniversary 

Hot Springs National Park. Ark. (EP)-A 
yearlong commemoration of the 60th anniver
sary of the Assemblies of God got under way 
here at the denomination's first National 
Leadership Institute. 

More than 600 leaders of the church-over 
five times the number that met in 1914 to found 
the denomination-gathered here for the in
stitute, the purpose of which was described by its 
coordinator, the Reverend Charles W. Denton, 
as to "more fully qualify all levels of leadership 
to administer effectively the full-orbed ministry 
of the church." 

During its history, the Assemblies of God has 
progressed in a variety of ways. Statistics show 
that it now has a world membership of more 
than a million, a national Sunday school enroll-
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Continued from page 3 

the seven and deals with the Spirit
filled life, which is the normal Chris
tian life. 

Between Romans and Ephesians 
stand Corinthians and Galatians 
showing the need of the Spirit-filled 
life; the former because of conten
tions, envy, strife, divisions, and so 
forth; the latter from the standpoint of 
the struggles and works of the flesh 
and the danger of falling away. 

Ephesians is followed by Philip
pians, Colossians, and Thessalonians, 
showing the results of the Spirit-filled 
life. Philippians is one of the prison 
epistles and yet it is characterized by 
the words "joy" and "rejoice." 
Colossians shows the result of the 
Spirit-filled life in making Christ 
preeminent, the setting of our affec
tions on things above and not on 
things on the earth. The Thessalonian 
epistles ref er in every chapter to the 
return of our Lord for which the 
Spirit-filled life alone can adequately 
prepare us. 

But just as the Ephesian letter is the 
central point in New Testament 
revelation, so the text is the central 
point of the Ephesian letter, and again 
everything that precedes the text in
dicates the need of the Spirit-filled life 
and everything that follows shows the 
results of this experience. Thus we 
have the need, the command, and the 
results of the Spirit-filled life. 

In His infinite wisdom and love God 
had planned and by provision had 
provided for our redemption in Christ: 
He "blessed us," He "chose us," He 
"predestinated us," He "made us 
accepted in the beloved," He 
"abounded in grace toward us," He 
"made known to us the mystery of his 
will," He "made us his inheritance," 
and He "sealed us." But a dynamic 
was needed to implement God's pur
pose concerning us-the dynamic of 
the Spirit-filled life. 

So because of what God had 
planned and by provision had made 
possible in chapter I, because of the 
glorious experience of chapter 2, and 
because of the Christian's place in 
God's plan in chapter 3 to prove to 
principalities and powers His wisdom, 
and because only a walk worthy of our 
vocation can ever convince a sinful 
and gainsaying world, the command is 
given that we be filled with the Spirit. 

This command is twofold: "Be not 
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drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but 
be filled with the Spirit." If we believe 
the first half, we must also believe the 
second half. The command is fun
damental and not optional. With His 
first disciples Jesus did not advise 
them that to wait for the Holy Spirit 
would be the better of two courses. To 
the contrary He commanded them not 
to depart from Jerusalem but to wait 
for this promise of the Father. 

The fullness promised is an ex
clusive one. It is promised to and 
received by children of God only. 
Sinners cannot have it. If one obtains 
the Father's promise, he must first be 
in the family. Jesus said that the world 
could not receive the Holy Spirit 
because it neither sees Him with the 
eye of faith nor knows Him in the con
verted relationship. You know Him, 
He said to His disciples, for He is with 
you and shall be in you. On the last 
night of His life Jesus prayed, saying, 
"I pray not for the world." His prayer 
for the world was, "Father, forgive." 

This fullness is also exclusive in a 
second sense: to obtain it we must be 
empty of everything unlike Christ. 
Many find this a hard saying and 
follow no more. 

More important for our considera
tion, however, His fullness is not just 
exclusive; it is expressive, and in the 
verses following the text Paul 
describes the results of the Spirit-filled 
life. 

I. It is a helpful life, "speaking to 
yourselves . . . to one another" in 
conversation controlled and pervaded 
by the Holy Spirit. Here is mutual 
conversation and edification rather 
than meditation. Here is spiritual 
fellowship as a result of the Spirit's 
filling, as Malachi said, "Then they 
that loved the Lord spake oft one with 
another." Reference is made to 
Psalms I, 19, 23, 37, 46, and 103. 
Reference may also include the 
thoughts of such hymns as "Rock of 
Ages," "There is a Fountain Filled 
With Blood," "A Charge to Keep I 
Have." . 

2. But the Spirit-filled life is also a 
joyous life. He has promised songs in 
the night, even without musical talent. 
The Christian sings and makes melody 
in his heart. This was characteristic of 
the New Testament Church. The early 
church was joyful, praising God. The 
epistles speak much of joy and re-
joicing. • 

3. The Spirit-filled life is also a 
trustful life. By having learned that a 

loving Heavenly Father will permit 
nothing to come to us except as will be 
for our good as well as for His glory, 
one comes to "give thanks always for 
all things unto God and the Father in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ," 
with the assurance that Romans 8: 28 
is as true for us today as it was for the 
Apostle Paul. 

4. The Spirit-filled life is also an 
obedient life. Self, the cause of 
jealousy, envying, and quarrels, is dis
placed and the Christian sees that 
someone besides himself has rights 
and he willingly and gladly submits, as 
the Spirit helps him. 

5. The Spirit-filled life is also an 
adjusted life. Our day is characterized 
by individuals seeking adjustments 
from one end of the continuum to the 
other: from chiropractors to psy
chiatrists. The Spirit-filled life would 
solve the problem of adjustment in a 
vast majority of instances in every 
relationship of life. The apostle here 
indicates that it will result in a prop
er adjustment between wives and hus
bands, between parents and children, 
and between servants and masters. 
Vast areas of problems, as indicated 
by each daily paper, would be imme
diately solved were the above indi
viduals filled with the Spirit. 

6. It is also a victorious life. In 
chapter 6 Paul describes the im
pregnable position of a believer "in the 
Lord": his impenetrable armor, and 
his invincible sword. And Paul knew 
whereof he spoke, for he had witnessed 
the power of the gospel in the life of 
Stephen, and the lives of early church 
members, and had finally experienced 
it for himself on the road to Da
mascus. With him, it was not men
tal assent to the dogmas of the church; 
it was a heart belief in an experience 
which could not be denied. "I know," 
he said, "whom I have believed" (I 
Timothy I: 12); "I am crucified with 
Christ" (Galatians 2:20). This was no 
mere theory that he held but a convic
tion which held him. It was not a 
profession which he made, but rather a 
passion that burned like a fire upon 
the altar of his soul. And it made him 
invincible. No obstacles could hinder, 
no weakness or pain of body could 
deter, no dangers could appall, no 
powers could intimidate, no enemies 
could conquer, and no prison could 
hold him. He blazed a trail of fire 
across the world in his day to the very 
throne of the Caesars. This is the need 
of the world today. # 
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Should We 
Liberate 
the Laymen? 

IN JOHN 5: 1-9, Jesus asked the sick 
man, "Do you want to be well?" Out 
of all the people who were around the 
pool, why did Jesus pick out this one 
man? I believe he was symbolic of 
paralyzed Israel. And I believe this 
story is symbolic of our paralyzed 
church today. Jesus is asking the same 
question today, not only of persons, 
not only of local churches, but of our 
denomination, "Do you want to be 
well?" 

I work in the administration of one 
of our nation's largest medical centers. 
We have some of the most brilliant 
medical men in the country, and we 
specialize in the difficult medical 
problems. While the average hospital 
does a heavy volume of appendec
tomies, fractures, and tonsillectomies, 
we treat the more exotic problems, 
i.e., kidney transplants, brain surgery, 
open heart surgery, and cancer t.reat
ment. To make our church well today 
will take more than a splint, more than 
a mere bandage. It needs surgery, but 
not an abortion. 

Before I go further, let me say that I 
am a churchman. I am committed to 
our church and I believe my record 
proves that. But I think we have some 
real problems in the church; problems 
that must be healed if we are to be 
effective as God would have us to be. 

l. The laity needs to be liberated. 
For too long, elders in our church have 

Daniel D. Busby, a member of the 
General Board of Administration, is a 
certified public accountant who lives 
in Shawnee Mission, Kansas. 
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viewed the role of the layman as that 
of a helper to the pastor, when in reali
ty the biblical picture is that of a 
pastor or teacher who enables his 
laymen to do ministry. Too long we 
have depended on the pastor to win 
people to Christ. We have been ac
customed to thinking of the role of 
pastor and layman in terms of the pic
ture of a shepherd and his sheep. But 
remember that shepherds don't 
reproduce sheep; sheep have sheep. 

At a recent men's conference, one of 
our district superintendents gave an 
address to the laymen, the whole sub
stance of which was that laymen 
should help clean the church, learn to 
lead songs, etc. This was just further 
evidence that the church is not calling 
the laymen to tasks which challenge 
their creativity and call forth the best 
of their God-given abilities and gifts. 
The church usually asks the layman, 
who many times is qualified in educa
tion and experience far beyond the 
level of the pastor, to do those tasks 
which the pastor himself dislikes and 
feels below his dignity. If Jesus had 
operated according to our style in 
many parishes, He would have kept 
the twelve that He reoruited busy 
planting flowers on the synagogue 
lawn and scraping paint from the 
Temple. 

The United Methodists appear to 
have discovered something in the lay 
ministry area that we have not. Their 
lay witness missions have been an 
effective means of bringing new life to 
congregations through laymen sharing 
with other laymen. 

While the ministry of laymen is an 
area of real need, the professional 

clergyman clearly dominates our or
ganization at all levels of church gov
ernment and thus he is,, the key to 
the solution of the problem. Many 
clergymen don't understand the work
week concerns of the laity because 
they feel inferior in the business world. 
They don't know a debenture from 
a debit memo. So they rely on jargon 
learned in theological seminary, fa
miliar to them but unfamiliar to lay
men. Most of the pastors coming out 
of our colleges have received little if 
any business training. There are few 
real businessmen on the faculty. Our 
colleges work on the premise that 
academicians can teach students how 
to minister to laymen. Too often we 
have not employed in our colleges of 
ministerial training those who have 
succeeded in ministry, but have used 
those who have obtained an M.A. or 
Ph.D. while failing at pastoral work. 
We have foil owed the words of a con
temporary philosopher: "If you can, 
do. If you can't, teach." 

It will take years to liberate the laity 
in our denomination, and I fail to see 
any organized programs in our church 
speaking directly to this problem. At 
the General Church level, lay minis
tries are lost in the crack somewhere 
between Wesleyan Men, Wesleyan 
Women's Missionary Society, Sunday 
Schools, and Extension and Evange
lism. 

2. Our staid forms of worship need 
to be healed. What is worship? It 
should be attributing worth to God, or 
simply making love to God. When you 
see a sign outside one of our churches 
that says, "Worship 11:00 to 12:00 
a.m.," is that what's really going on 
inside, making love to God? I'm afraid 
God finds in many of our churches 
the same deadly ritualistic service in 
progress as was performed the pre
vious week. We need to explore crea
tive methods to make our love to 
God more spontaneous; it must be 
more of a celebration. We are so 
programmed that we can't depend on 
the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is just 
a part of our theology. 
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Our people apparently receive little 
in our worship services that really 
sticks with them. When asked what 
the sermon was about on the previous 
Sunday, very few can make a positive 
response. Many of our people are so 
well indoctrinated by our program
ming that they simply turn off when 
they walk in through the church doors. 
My wife and I have been involved in 
a musical ministry on weekends for 
the last couple of years, and we have 
sung and shared with thousands of 
Wesleyans and others. But recently 
when I was speaking to a group of 
convicts in a state penitentiary, I saw 
more interest and enthusiasm on the 
faces of those prisoners than I see in 
many Wesleyan churches. 

We get uptight over any signs of a 
charismatic movement in our church. 
But I suggest that this situation was 
predictable because for years we have 
not offered sufficient creative forms of 
worship in many of our churches. 

3. In evangelizing, take the mes
sage where the people are. One of 
our major weaknesses is that the life 
and the program of the church is built 
around getting people to come to the 
church, according to Dr. Findley 
Edge. By our very organization we 
say, "If you come to us, we will help 
you." The preaching service says, 
"If you come, we will lead you in 
worship." The Sunday school says, "If 
you come to us, we will teach you 
about God." But our church by its 
organized life has said to the world, 
"If you can't come to our meetings, 
then we have no ministry for you." 
This undoubtedly is one reason we. 
place such strong emphasis on trying 
to get people to attend our meetings. 
We can do nothing for them unless 
they attend. 

This was not the way our .Lord 
ministered. He went to them and min
istered where they were. The church 
must go to the world. Mission groups 
and home Bible study groups are 
a couple ways of achieving this. A 
creative television ministry is an ap
propriate outreach. I have prayed with 
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If Jesus had operated according to our style in many parish
es, He would have kept the twelve that He recruited busy 
planting flowers on the synagogue lawn and scraping paint 
from the Temple. 

numbers of people by telephone and 
led them to Christ following television 
broadcasts in the past few months, and 
I believe this is a valid ministry. 

4. Utilize the dormant area of gift 
discovery. Many of our congregations 
are experiencing difficulties because 
the people are not carrying on mean
ingful interaction. The prayer and 
worship elements of the services are 
often not inspiring and the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit are avoided like the 
plague. 

The body of Christ has become dis
abled because the primary purpose of 
church attendance has been to hear 
one man exercise his gifts, rather than 
to prepare all the people to develop 
their gifts for ministry, not only within 
the church but to the world. 

Along with other contemporary 
churchmen, I believe we have over
reacted against the excesses at Cor
inth: "When you meet together some 
will sing, another will teach ... (I 
Corinthians 14:26, LB). Instead of 
allowing members to exercise their 
God-given abilities decently and in 
order, we forbid or squelch their ex
pression. 

Elizabeth O'Connor says that one 
of the chief functions of the church is 
to provide a nonthreatening situation 
for the development and discovery of 
gifts. Where this is done, personal and 
corporate growth occurs (Ephesians 
4: 13). Where it is not done, men will 
wither and die (Matthew 25:30). 

5. Develop a loving community 
within our churches. The biblical stan
dard says that they will know we are 
Christians by our love. Today it might 
be more appropriate to say they will 
know we are Christians by our bumper 
stickers. Jesus talked about dying for 
our brother, but we have problems 

accepting some people in the church. 
Our standard effort to achieve unity 

in our local congregations is to launch 
into a building program for a "fel
lowship hall" once the sanctuary debt 
has been liquidated. This is not the 
kind of fellowship Jesus was talking 
about. 

It's easier to talk about where I go 
to church than to be the church. The 
reason it is so hard to achieve com
munity in the church is because it 
takes an openness with each other, 
being real, and many of our pastors 
and people are not willing to do that. 
We have developed the approach that 
after we have confessed our sins to 
receive Christ, there is no additional 
confession or sharing that would be 
helpful to our Christian growth. 

6. Our success standards need 
healing. We often use the following 
guides for success: large physical 
plants (that are poorly utilized), large 
attendance, most affluent member
ship. There is no direct relationship 
between these criteria and the true suc
cess of a church. Yet we continue to 
set goals and measure success based 
on these standards. 

Today our world and country are 
changing rapidly. Our economic situa
tion will likely fluctuate wildly in the 
near future .. The energy crisis is 
creating changes in the American way 
of life. Because of the changing pic
ture, we need to be extremely flexible 
in our ministry and outreach. It's 
always nice to be with an organization 
that can do something the same 
decade it gets the idea. We need to 
have enough spiritual radar that we'll 
not get so locked in on things we 
planned to do that we won't have time 
to help God with things He's already 
doing. 

The healing I have discussed cannot 
be legislated. It must be discovered. 
One can only communicate that which 
one has discovered or is in the process 
of discovering. 

Jesus asked the man, "Do you want 
to be well?" Jesus is asking us to
day, "Do you want the church to be 
well?" # 
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Following ''The Four Spiritual Laws," "we must take the deep 
spiritual vow of poverty in . . ." 

Beco•ing a Disciple 

. "DISCIPLES" IS THE term con
sistently used in the four Gospels to 
mark the relationship existing between 
Christ and His followers. Jesus used it 
himself in speaking of them, and they 
in speaking of each other. Neither did 
it pass out of use in the new days of 
Pentecostal power. It runs right 
through the Acts of the Apostles. It is 
interesting also to remember that it 
was on this wise that the angels 
thought and spoke of these men; the 
use of the word in the days of the In
carnation is linked to the use of the 
word in the apostolic age by the 
angelic message to the women, "Go 
. . . tell his disciples and Peter . . . " 
(Mark 16:7). 

It is somewhat remarkable that the 
word is not to be found in the Epistles. 
This is to be accounted for by the fact 
that the Epistles were addressed to 
Christians in their corporate capacity 
as churches, and so spoke of them as 
members of such, and as the "saints" 
or separated ones of God. The term 
disciple marks an individual relation
ship, and though it has largely fallen 
out of use, it is of the utmost value 
still in marking that relationship, 
existing between Christ and each sin
gle soul, and suggesting our conse
quent position in all the varied cir
cumstances of everyday living. It is to 
that study we desire to come. 

I. The word itself ( mathetes) 
signifies a taught or trained one, and 
gives us the ideal of relationship. Jesus 
is the Teacher. He has all knowledge 
of the ultimate purpose of God for 
man, of the will of God concerning 
man, of the laws of God that mark for 
man the path of his progress and final 
crowning. 

Disciples are those who gather 
around this Teacher and are trained by 
Him. Seekers after truth, not merely 
in the abstract, but as a life force~ 
come to Him and join the circle of 
those to whom He reveals these great 
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secrets of all true life. Sitting at His 
feet, they learn from the unfolding of 
His lessons the will and ways of God 
for them; and obeying each successive 
word, they realize within themselves, 
the renewing force and uplifting power 
thereof. The true and perpetual condi
tion of discipleship and its ultimate 
issue, were clearly declared by the 
Lord himself "to those Jews which 
believed on him, If ye continue in my 
word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 
and ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free" (J oho 8: 
31-32). 

Before considering the glorious en
duement the Teacher confers on every 
disciple, and the stern requirements 
that guard the entrance to discipleship, 
it is very important that we should 
have clearly outlined in our minds the 
true meaning of this phase of the 
relationship, which Jesus bears to His 
people. 

It is not that of a lecturer, from 
whose messages men may or may not 
deduce applications for themselves. It 
is not that of a prophet merely, 
making a divine pronouncement, and 
leaving the issues of the same. It cer
tainly is not that of a specialist on a 
given subject, declaring his knowledge, 
to the interest of a few, the amazement 
of more, and the bewilderment of 
most. It is none of these. 

It is that of a teacher-himself 
possessing full knowledge-bending 
over a pupil, and for a set purpose, 
with an end in view, imparting knowl
edge step by step, point by point, ever 
working on toward a definite end. 
That conception includes also the true 
ideal of our position. We are not 
casual listeners, neither are we mere
ly · interested hearers desiring inf or
mation; we are disciples, looking 
toward and desiring the same erid as 
the Master, and therefore listening to 
every word, marking every inflection 
of voice that carries meaning, and 

applying all our energy to realizing the 
Teacher's purpose for us. Such is the 
ideal. 

2. Now let us consider the privi
leges that the Teacher confers upon 
those who become His disciples. 

The first is the establishment of 
those relations which make it possible 
for Him to teach and for us to be 
taught. The question of sin must be 
dealt with, and that which results from 
sin-our inability to understand the 
teaching. Christ never becomes a 
teacher to those who are living in sin . 
Sin as actual transgression in the past, 
must be pardoned, and sin as a princi
ple of revolution within must be 
cleansed. So before He unfolds one 
word of the divine law of life, or 
reveals in any particular the line of 
progress, He deals with this twofold 
aspect of sin. To the soul judging past 
sin, by confessing it and turning from 
it, He dispenses forgiveness, pro
nouncing His priestly absolution by 
virtue of His own atonement on the 
cross. To the soul yielded to Him ab
solutely and unreservedly, consenting 
to the death of self, He gives the bless
ing of cleansing from sin. This state
ment of His dealing with us is not in
tended to mark an order of procedure 
from pardon to cleansing. It is rather 
the declaration of the twofold aspect 
of the first work of Christ for His dis
ciples, the bestowment of the initial 
blessing. In practical experience, men 
constantly though not invariably, and 
not necessarily, realize the first-named 
first in order. That is the result of the 
overwhelming and largely selfish 
desire of personal safety, a desire 
which is the natural and proper out
come of the divinely imparted instinct 
of self-preservation. Nevertheless they 
ought at once, for the higher reason of 
God's glory, to seek to realize the 
deeper side of the one blessing, that of 
cleansing. But His patience is mani
fested in our folly. He forgives and 
graciously waits. When we look at 
Him again and say, "Master, there is 
more in Thy cross than pardon," then 
He makes us conscious of His power 
to cleanse. Certain it is, that there can 
be no real discipleship apart from the 
realization of the twofold blessing. 
Beyond this there lies the dullness of 
our understanding, our inability to 
comprehend the truths He declares. 
This He overcomes by the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, who makes clear to us the 
teaching of the Master. What a price
less gift this is. The dullest natural in-
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tellect may be, and is, rendered keen 
and receptive Godward, by the incom
ing of the Holy Spirit. 

So He himself provides for, and 
creates, the relationships of commu
nion through cleansing, and intel
ligence through the indwelling of 
the Spirit, which constitute our condi
tion for receiving what He has to 
teach. 

The other great privilege to be 
remembered is that the school of Jesus 
is a technical school. He provides op
portunities for us to prove in practical 
life the truths He has to declare. This 
is a great essential in His method. It is 
another evidence of His abounding 
grace, that the proving in technical 
details of the lessons He teaches, is 
just as much under His personal 
guidance and direction as the truth in 
theory is received directly from Him. 

3. Now, upon what personal con
ditions may I become a disciple? I fain 
would have this enduement of pardon, 
cleansing, and illumination. How may 
this be? No school of man was ever so 
strictly guarded, so select, as this, yet 
none was ever so easy of access. No 
bar of race, or color, or caste, or age 
stands across the entrance. Humanity 
constitutes the essential claim. . . . 

The new relationship must be 
superior, in the urgency of its claims to 
the claim of any earthly relationship; 
it must be considered and answered 
before any claims of the self-life. The 
Teacher demands that we shall take up 
the cross and so follow on, even 
though the progress be through pain. 
More, we must take the deep spiritual 
vow of poverty, renouncing all, as 
possessions, counting every word He 
shall speak, and every truth He shall 
reveal, through whatsoever methods, 
as our chief and only wealth. In short, 
we must not be held, either by being 
possessed by others, or possessing 
aught. There must be a clean sever
ance from all entanglement, and an 
utter uncompromising abandonment 
of ourselves to Him. Unless this be 
so. we cannot be His disciples. If 
this be our attitude, then, to us He 
gives pardon, cleansing, light; and so, 
becoming by relationship His dis
ciples, and entering His school, we are 
ready for, and enter upon our course 
of instruction. 

If these conditions seem hard and 
severe, let it be remembered what 
depends upon them. Character and 
destiny depend upon this question of 
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discipleship. Not to impart informa
tion, and to satisfy curiosity, is Jesus 
the Teacher. It is because the truth 
sanctifies and makes free that He 
reveals it, and because, apart from the 
revelation He has to make, there is no 
possible way of realizing God's great 
purposes for us. Compare himself and 
His teaching with the most sacred and 
beautiful of earth's loves and posses
sions, and these are unworthy of a mo
ment's thought. They must all come 
from between Him and ourselves, so 
that we may know and do His will. 
Such attitude does not rob us of 

the enjoyment of all these things, so 
far as in themselves they are right. It 
rather adds to our joy. 

Self renders it impossible to know 
Christ, when other loves and interests 
intervene, and breeds dissatisfaction 
with all else and makes that very self 
sad and weak. Christ absolute, lights 
the whole being with His love, and joy, 
and beauty, and shines on other loves 
to their sanctification, and so, the 
abnegation of self is selrs highest 
development.-" Discipleship" ( chapter 

011e), copyright /973 by Baker Book House, 
Gra11d Rapids, Michiga11. Used by permissio11. 

Whose Soul is Demanded 
in the Energy Crisis? 

HAS OUR NATION come up with 
its own modern-day version of the 
prosperous biblical character who had 
everything and said to himself, "Soul, 
thou hast much goods laid up for 
many years; take thine ease, eat, drink 
and be merry" (Luke 12: 19)? Among 
some of our oil-producing states, there 
are some ill-advised governors resem
bling this rich biblical character. 

To illustrate, Louisiana has been 
blessed of God with rich deposits of oil 
and natural gas-enough to meet the 
needs of many states. President Nixon 
has appealed for Americans to cut cor
ners to help alleviate a critical fuel 
shortage across the nation. From 
nearly every area of the country came 
support of the President's request. No 
such statement came from the gover
nor's office in Baton Rouge. Governor 
Edwards has no intention of asking 
residents to lower their thermostats a 
few degrees, or of asking that the 
highway speed limits be lowered. 
Several oil-producing state governors 
are not prone to charity these days. 

"Louisiana has done much more 
than its share," the governor re
marked, in defending the reasoning 
behind his actions. Granted, the state 
has been a major supplier of oil in the 
past, but does this make it exempt 

William Tice pastors the Bossier City, 
Louisiana, Wesleyan Church. 
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from the requested belt-tightening 
now that a crisis has arisen? 

Suppose other states which have an 
abundance of a certain product 
decided to hoard their commodity, 
and cut off shipment to other states! 
What would the rest of the nation do if 
Iowa quit shipping corn, Washington 
quit shipping apples, Idaho decided to 
keep all its potatoes, Kansas to keep 
all her wheat, Wisconsin to hold on to 
her own choice dairy products, or if 
California and Florida terminated the 
shipment of fruit? 

Such action seems absurd, but no 
more than the attitude of "it's my oil 
and either you pay my price or you 
won't get it at all." 

Our nation's greatness has been em
bodied in its very name-"united." 
The only time the United States was 
not united, during the Civil War, near
ly marked its undoing. 

God has blessed the United States 
richly, and in the vast majority of her 
citizens, He has instilled a spirit of 
brotherly love and understanding. It 
is essential that this spirit be demon
strated during troubled times. 

The rich man in the Bible had every
thing, but was unwilling to share with 
those in need. Take note of God's re
sponse to that man: "Thou fool, this 
night thy soul shall be required of 
thee: then whose shall those things be, 
which thou has provided?" (Luke 12: 
20). # 
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"Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God. And the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus." 

The Sin of Worry 

GOD'S PEOPLE ARE commanded 
to rejoice, and always have reason to 
rejoice. Even to His ancient people 
God said, "Because the Lord shall 
bless thee . . . therefore thou shalt 
surely rejoice" (Deuteronomy 16: 15). 

God forbids worry. This word "be 
careful" is the Greek word for anxiety, 
distraction. So God commands His 
children, "Be anxious for nothing." 
Note that this is an absolute-no con
ditions excepted. "Be careful for 
nothing." How we need this to be 
stamped upon our heart! For worry is 
the watchword of the world. "Why be 
happy when you can worry?" Worry is 
the pervasive toxin of fear, and fear is 
the inevitable by-product of sin. So 
worry is worldwide. 

Many Good Opportunities for 
Worry. Everything in life is a possible 
subject for worry. You can worry 
about your job, or if you don't have 
one you can worry about that. You 
can worry about your studies. You can 
worry about your friends or about 
your lack of friends. You can worry 
about your home affairs, about your 
life's work. 

Henry Pratt Fairchild in Foun
dations of Social Life says, "One of 
the penalties we pay for our human 
qualities of foresight, forethought, and 
intelligence is subjection to a vast 
array of purely human fears. We fear 
death. We fear sickness, unemploy
ment, old age, loss of friends, business 
calamity. In fact, for every blessing 
that human ingenuity has been able to 
devise, the imagination of man 
supplies a corresponding fear." 

We might add to what Fairchild has 
said, that apparently this cast of fear 
and worry has come as a result of sin. 
It was after Adam had sinned that he 
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said, "I was afraid." Fear may well 
characterize those in the world of sin, 
but God's children who have been 
saved from sin through faith (the op
posite of fear) in Christ have no 
business to be worrying. Let them look 
at the Lord, and rejoice in Him. 

All of God's commandments to His 
people are expressions of His love; 
they are for the good of His children; 
they grow also out of God's boundless 
wisdom-often beyond our own un
derstanding. We shall do well to 
follow them in faith, whether or not we 
understand the exact reason in each 
case. 

But with this commandment, 
"Don't worry," we do not have to 
guess at the reason. For on the very 
face of things, worry is a sin against 
ourselves. 

Worry Does Harm to Us. A sad 
heart is a sick heart. Sadness, worry, 
and fear are all wrapped in the same 
package. They are closely related to 
anger. Fear is the passive or fleeing 
response to a situation. Anger is the 
aggressive, unreasoning, fighting 
response. And so a worrier is often a 
nagger, a person of harsh speech, one 
who hurts others, one who "flares up." 

But the hurt to others is minor com
pared with the hur.t to one's self. The 
adrenal glands are involved in all 
situations of anger or fear. The adre
nal glands pump into our bloodstream 
a stimulant called adrenalin. Doctors 
agree that adrenalin is "strong medi
cine." In extreme cases it spurs to 
unbelievable exertion. We have heard 
it said that in dire emergency men 
have been known to jump over ob
stacles higher than the world's record 
high jump. 

But adrenalin is an emergency 

provision, not meant for constant use 
in small quantities. When called upon 
by chronic worry and poor temper it 
does us no good. When you give that 
person "a piece of your mind," you 
are also giving him a piece of your life. 

Worry Holds Back Our Arm. Again 
someone has said that a sad heart is a 
defensive heart. In Nehemiah we read 
of a time when the piles of rubble and 
the seemingly insurmountable task of 
reconstruction got the best of the 
people's heart. And so their power to 
do was dulled. "And Judah said, The 
strength of the bearers of burdens is 
decayed, and there is much rubbish; so 
that we are not able to build the wall" 
(Nehemiah 4: I 0). But Nehemiah said, 
"Be not ye afraid ... remember the 
Lord" (verse 14). 

The person who gives way to chron
ic fear and worry has what is called an 
"inferiority complex." He pictures 
himself as being inferior to the de
mands made upon him. And so he is 
unable to do as well as he can. 

Everybody who has played baseball 
knows that when a man is afraid that 
he will not be able to hit, then he can't 
hit, no matter how good a hitter he is! 
Sometime ago I read an article in the 
Reader's Digest entitled "Rabbit's 
Feet versus Black Cats." The writer 
was recounting from big league 
baseball some instances of fear and its 
effect on performance. 

He tells of a time when the New 
York Giants were in a serious and 
protracted batting slump which was 
causing the manager, John McGraw, 
much worry in his turn. One day in the 
locker room before the game, one of 
the players said, "Boys, I'm going to · 
hit today. I just saw a load of beer 
barrels go by on the street." And that 
day he did hit! The next several days, 
for reasons understood by none but 
John McGraw, that same wagon of 
barrels went rattling by the Polo 
Grounds just before the game. And the 
batting slump disappeared. 

Worry puts you on the run. Hence if 
you worry, that which you are afraid 
of may well happen. Job said, "The 
thing which I greatly feared is come 
upon me" (Job 3:25). God's Word for
bids worry and the inferiority com
plex. "Be careful for nothing." 

· Worry ls an Affront to Our God. 
Now worry is not only a sin against 
ourselves and our friends, it is an af
front to God, it is an insult to Him. 
Remember, we are God's people, we 
mean something to Him. 
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What would any married man think 
if his wife habitually sought out the 
neighbors, or even her folks, to voice 
great concern whether the needs of his 
family-groceries, shelter, and the 
necessities of life-were going to be 
met? Would it not give him a funny 
feeling, to put it most mildly? And 
how much more so if he had shown 
himself able with God's help to supply 
these needs regularly and adequately. 

Now we are the people of the Lord. 
We are the bride of Christ. We have a 
covenant relationship with Him. He 
has promised to care for us and to 
meet our needs. Note Psalm 84: 11, 
"No good thing will he withhold from 
them that walk. uprightly." Romans 
8:28, "We know that all things work 
together for good to them that love 
God." Hebrews 13:5-6, "Let your con
versation [way of life] be without 
covetousness; and be content with such 
things as ye have: for he hath said, I 
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 
So that we may boldly say, The Lord 
is my helper, and I will not fear what 
man shall do unto me." 

Worry Is a Poor Witness. Again we 
sin against God still further in worry 
in that we spoil the religion of Christ 
for the world. God's gift of salvation 
through His Soil is the part and token 
of His care for us in all things. 

It is by far the greatest part of His 
provision for His own, to be sure, and 
ought to give us absolute confidence 
that all other needs will be met. "He 
that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how shall 
he not with him also freely give us all 
things?" (Romans 8:32). 

Now when we say by our worry that 
although we firmly believe that God 
made heaven poor to save us, yet we 
fear lest our infinitely smaller needs 
may not be met, how is this a consis
tent witness to the world? 

But if God's children do not dem
onstrate to the world that they ac
tually have peace, why would a sin
ner come to Christ? I recall driving in
to Syracuse one day and noticing be
side a large service station a service 
car on which. were painted the words, 
"We Fix Flats." Looking closer I 
noticed that at least two of the car's 
own tires were as flat as the proverbial 
pancake. Here was indeed a "trouble 
car!" Let us remember that God's 
people are His signboards. He supplies 
their needs, and He expects them to 
smile. 

God's "Enabling Act." Now let us 
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turn to the "enabling act," the section 
of this command which tells how we 
shall be able to carry out its injunc
tion. Here it is, "But in every thing by 
prayer and supplication with thanks
giving let your requests be made 
known unto God." 

Note first that as the command not 
to worry admitted no exceptions, "Be 
careful for nothing," so the formula 
will work in all cases where applied, 
"in every thing." 

The principal thrust of this formula 
is "Take it to God." "By prayer" in
dicates communion with God as a per
son, for His own sake. Such prayer is 
like an army's supply line-absolutely 
vital. It is like the trolley pole of a 
streetcar; without it, all obstacles 
however slight are conclusive. This 
coming to God as a person for His 
own sake meets our greatest need. It 
ministers to us as a person, for our 
own sake. 

But communion is just one phase of 
our going to God. The other is 
"supplication." Ask God for what you 
need. James said, "Ye have not, 
because ye ask not" (James 4:2). God 
is pleased when, on the basis of our 
sonship and friendship, we ask Him 
for our needs. "Let your requests be 
made known unto God." 

To ask God for what we need im
plies humility as to our own resources. 
People do not naturally like to admit 
their need, that they are at the end of 
their own supply. Solitary old people 
have been known to starve to death 
rather than to ask for help. God says, 
"Ask, and it shall be given you" 

. (Matthew 7:7). Admit humbly the 
need. 

To ask God implies faith in His 
supply. Without faith we cannot 
receive. "He that cometh to God must 
believe that he [God] is, and that he is 
a rewarder [an answerer] of them that 
diligently seek him" (Hebrews 11:6). 

Thanksgiving-the Right Flavor for 
Prayer. And right here we had better 
mention the proper flavor for prayer. 
Here it is, "with thanksgiving." 
Thanksgiving implies faith. It is a 
wonderful conditioner for mighty ap
propriating faith in prayer. We have 
heard it said that one of the requi
sites for fission of the hydrogen atom 
is heat, heat so intense that only a 
uranium atomic explosion can supply 
it. Thus one atomic blast becomes the 
threshold for another and mightier 
one. Thus the Christian goes "from 
faith to faith." 

Thanksgiving also implies joy. Here 
is an appetizer for the joyous answer 
to believing prayer. When you go to 
God, don't go as a lifeless lump. Think 
what He has done for you already! 
Look around you, and .you will see 
that you are surrounded by the palace 
gardens of the king! Remember, Jesus 
your elder brother is at the king's right 
hand! Then go in with a smile and a 
song of praise and ask boldly. "Let us 
therefore come boldly [literally, with 
freedom of speech] unto the throne of 
grace" (Hebrews 4: 16). 

The Garrison of Heaven. And the 
promised result? "The peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding, shall 
keep [garrison] your hearts and minds 
through [by] Christ Jesus." 

The peace of God will keep our 
minds. This is needed today when 
doubt and negativism have captured 
so much of the "brilliant thinking" of 
our time, when men of great astute
ness and learning are raising ques
tions hard for anybody to answer and 
impossible of intellectual comprehen
sion and rejoinder by most of us com
mon folk. But here is the Christian's 
first recourse. "God has saved me. 
I'm happy in this way. Why leave 
it,' just because some questions have 
been raised for which I do not yet 
know the answers?" 

The peace of God is also a great 
offensive weapon. Isaiah said, "In 
quietne,ss and in confidence shall be 
your strength" (30: 15). Napoleon is 
said to have declared, "The morale is 
to the physical as three is to two." 

God's Peace Surpasses Analysis. 
And note in closing that this peace of 
God is one that "passeth all un
derstanding." That is because of its 
completeness, its lack of all worldly 
counterpart or rival. It is also because 
of its paradoxical nature-it is a peace 
that contradicts circumstances. 

We all have troubles and potential 
chances for worry-plenty of them. 
There isn't a man living who is ex
empt. Eliphaz said, "Yet man is born 
unto trouble, as the sparks fly up
ward" (Job 5: 7). 

Nevertheless, God forbids us to 
worry over these things, and for cause. 
Instead He tells us to come to Him. 
Shame on us that we so often must be 
reminded of this. He is waiting to 
impart to us a peace greater than every 
demand.-"Toward the Mark" (from chap
ter 14). copyright 1953 by Fleming H. Revell 
Company. Old Tappan. New Jersey. Used by 
permission. 
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What If They Gave A Wedding ... 

And Nobody Came By Leighton Ford 

RECENTLY THE WORLD was in
vited to attend the royal wedding of 
Britain's Princess Anne to her army 
captain, Mark Phillips. Millions of 
TV viewers joined .the thousands in 
London's streets to watch the climax 
of the storybook romance of the com
moner soldier who wooed and wed the 
Royal Princess. 

As I watched, I couldn't help 
thinking: What if they gave the wed
ding . . . and nobody came! What if, 
at Westminster Abbey, every seat had 
been vacant. What if the streets from 
the Abbey back to Buckingham Pal
ace had been empty . . . what if no 
one bothered to turn on his TV set to 
watch .... 

Impossible? Doesn't everyone love a 
wedding? Yet, according to a story 
Jesus once told, that's exactly what did 
happen. He was a guest one Sabbath 
at the home of a member of the Jewish 
council. A man sitting at the table ex
claimed, "What a privilege it would be 
to get into the kingdom of God!" 
. Jesus looked at the man thoughtful
ly and then told about a king who had 
prepared a great wedding feast for his 
son and had sent out many invitations. 
Then on the day of the feast he sent his 
servants to tell the guests, "Come, 
everything is ready." But ·the guests 
all began to make excuses and 
declined to come. Furious, the king 
ordered his servant to "hurry out to 
the streets and alleys of the town and 
bring back the poor, the crippled, the 
blind and the lame." So the master 
said, "Go out to the country roads and 
urge anyone you can find to come, so 
the house will be full. None of those I 
invited first will get even the smallest 
taste of what I had prepared for 
them." 

Jesus was using a surprising analogy 
here, for who would have thought to 
compare coming to the kingdom of 
God to being invited to a banquet! In 

Leighton Ford is an associate evange
list with the Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association. 

12 (92) 

fact, many people might consider 
going to church like "going to a lec
ture ... or to work ... or to a 
funeral." Maybe even like going to 
school to take an exam, or going to 
court to be tried and s_entenced. I'm 
sure not one in a thousand would ever 
think of saying, "Going to church is 
like going to a feast or a party!" 

Now the analogy isn't perfect. Until 
God's kingdom completely comes at 
the end of time we'll always have tears 
and tedium as well as joy. And the 
church isn't just for celebrating; we go 
to church to work and serve . . . to 
listen and learn . . . to examine and 
correct our lives. But unless our Chris
tian life and worship shows the un
mistakable note of joy, of holy hilarity 
and celebration, we are misrepresent
ing what it means to be God's people. 

"Joy," said C. S. Lewis, "is the 
serious business of heaven." A book 
about the Pentecostal churches of 
Latin America says one reason they 
are growing is that they have this note 
of joy so that "it's fun to go to 
church!" 

Some think being a Christian is 
deadly dull-and, to be honest, many 
of us have helped to spread that lie. As 
one writer acidly says of many 
Christians: "They don't smoke, but 
neither do they breathe fresh air very 
deeply. They don't drink wine, but 
neither do they enjoy lemonade very 
much. They don't swear, but neither 
do they glory in any magnificent 
words, neither poetry nor prayer. They 
don't gamble, but neither do they ever 
take much chance on God. 'Give up 
the sinful self and letJesus reign in the 
heart' too often results in the heart's 
hardening." 

This astonishing story of Jesus has 
not only a surprising analogy, but also 
a wonderful announcement. The ser
vants went around to the guests to say, 
"Come, all things are now ready!" 
God's feast isn't a $100-a-plate dinner 
for those who can afford it but a 
gracious invitation to partake freely of 
all the good things He has prepared. 
Though once we receive it, it must be 

worked out in our lives. But "all things 
are now ready" . . . all things are ours 
in Christ. 

Yet Jesus tells us that this wonder
f ui announcement-"all things are 
now ready"-brings a staggering 
answer. They all make excuses ... 
they cannot come. If the king in Jesus' 
story had asked people to come to 
work without pay or go fight for him, 
we could understand their refusal. But 
who would turn down the honor and 
fun of being guests at the royal wed
ding feast? 

Incredible? But what about the ex
cuses we make today to keep away 
from Jesus? "I'm too busy." But don't 
you have time for everything else you 
really want to do? "I got too much 
religion when I was a child." But you 
never say that about football or 
fishing. "Too many hypocrites in the 
church." But do you know one real 
Christian? Then what's to keep you 
from being the second? 

It's with us as it was with them ... 
we just don't want to accept the invita
tion, so we offer up our lame excuses. 
Perhaps they just didn't want to be un
der obligation to the king, and perhaps 
we just don't want to admit that God 
is really God. We enjoy our in
dependence too much. We prefer run
ning our own lives and being empty to 
giving Him control and going to the 
feast. Explain it as you may, some
thing within us makes us say "no" 
to God. Some sober words from 
the Bible are worth pondering: "God 
shows his anger from heaven against 
all sinful, evil men who push away the 
truth from them . . . so they will have 
no excuses" (Romans 1:18, 20, 21, 
LB). 

God invites you to put your faith in 
Christ, to come to the banquet. What 
is your response? If you won't accept 
His invitation, then will you say this to 
God right now: "I have received your 
gracious invitation to attend the feast 
in honor of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Not feeling the need, and being too 
busy with other things, I must decline. 
Please have me excused." 

Will you be honest enough to say 
that? If not, then will you say this: 
"God, I have received your invitation. 
It seems too good to be true. But if 
there is such a feast, and if you truly 
will welcome such a person as I am, 
why, then I gladly accept! And I come 

. . right now!" 
The choice is yours. # 
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Editorial ... 

Encourage Yourself In the Lord 
I Samuel 30:6 

There was no external reason for encouragement. Da
vid saw that the desolation of Ziklag was complete. All that 
mattered - their families - were gone, captured and taken 
away by a detachment of Amalekites stronger than David's 
several hundred men! "The city was burned with fire." 

Worse than that, David's own men were talking of 
stoning him, their leader, not realizing that by doing so they 
might be cutting themselves off from any deliverance or res
toration. Which of them could lead an army? 

With desolation around him (his own family had been 
captured, too) and with the complaints and threats of his 
men in his ears, what did David do? "David encouraged 
himself in the Lord his God." 

A person can never afford to discourage himself nor be 
discouraged by others. That is, if he is living in the will of 
God and has a sense of mission. If a person believes in him
self and the work he is doing, he cannot, must not, yield to 
discouragement. This is Satan's last weapon against any be
liever he cannot otherwise cause to sin. 

Encouragement takes two people: you and God. With
in you must reside an attitude that refuses to yield to de
spair. Do you believe in yourself? Do you believe in the work 
God has called you to do? That's victory, in spite of all cir
cumstances that might otherwise spell defeat and despair. 
"Though he slay me, yet will I trust him." 

But wholesome self-confidence alone cannot bring vic
tory out of def eat. God has already fashioned the weapons 
of victory; we need only His clear guidance and skill in using 
them. David had his men and they were armed! But what 
were they to do? "David inquired of the Lord." This is the 
key, for in the strength of God we can really do anything. 
"Nothing shall be impossible to you," said Jesus. 

God gave David the green light: "pursue them." No be
liever has gained a victory either by self-distrust or by 
matching his resources against those of the enemy. He must 
reckon that he and God can win any battle, outlive any dis
aster, defeat any enemy. 

"So David went." Even the fact that one-third of his 
men were too weary to join battle did not deter him. The 
two hundred kept "the stuff," and the four hundred went on. 
They found and fed an Egyptian slave who had been aban
doned by his Amalekite master when he became ill. When 
refreshed, the Egyptian led them to the Amalekite camp. 
David did not doubt or hesitate. He pounced upon the 
Amalekites, smote them, and "recovered all." So out of 
battle came victory. Simply because David ref used to con
demn himself, and because he acted upon the conviction 
that God was his leader and ultimate resource, he became 
an overcomer. So David prefigures all those who defeat 
Satan "by the blood of the Lamb [God's provision], and by 
the word of their testimony [their own unrelenting commit
ment]" (Revelation 12: 11 ).-G EF 
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DISQUALIFIED . . -. 
WITHOUT PRAYER 

IN HUMAN AFFAIRS no force is 
as powerful as believing prayer. This 
fact is verified by the words of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: "If ye have faith as 
a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say 
unto this mountain, Remove hence to 
yonder place; and it shall remove: and 
nothing shall be impossible unto you" 
(Matthew 17:20). Again, in Matthew 
21: 22: "And all things, whatsoever ye 
shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall 
receive." 

Prayer may be likened unto the 
force called gravity. By this unseen 
magnetic power the movements of the 
universe are held in control so that the 
sun, moon, and stars cling to their or
bits. By this power all matter is held in 
cohesion and kept from flying into 
space. From the growth of the tiny 
daisy to the passage of the largest 
planet, all is dominated by this myste
rious force. 

Likewise, in the spiritual realm, be
lieving prayer is the power which pre
vails over all opposing forces of unbe
lief and sin. This vital force lifts the 
soul to God from sin and degradation. 
A confused and chaotic life may be 
brought into harmony and fellowship 
with the divine. Only by the miracu
lous power of prayer could Jerry 
Macaulay be transformed from a 
drunkard in the gutter to one of New 
York City's greatest soul-winners. 
Prayer changed John Newton, a wick
ed and profane sailor, and saved him 
from a vile life of debauchery and 
crime. He became the author of the 
much-loved immortal hymn: "Amaz
ing grace! how sweet the sound, That 
saved a wretch like me! I once was 
lost, but now am found, Was blind, 
but now I see." 

W. H. Pratt, reserve general evan
gelist in The Wesleyan Church, lives 
in Troy, Ohio. 
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By W. H. Pratt 

As the sun is the natural center of 
the universe and the source of light, 
heat, and energy, so in the spiritual 
realm God is the eternal source of 
light and power. Prayer is the spiritual 
force which binds the creature to the 
Creator and by which mercy and all 
good are obtained. 

Richard Watson defines prayer as 
follows: "Prayer is the application of 
an insufficient to an all-sufficient 
being for good which the former can
not otherwise obtain, and which the 
latter alone can supply." 

Man is incapacitated without God, 
but prayer links the soul with God and 
brings him in contact with the source 
of life and power. Through Jesus 
Christ we may approach deity and be
come all but omnipotent: "Wherefore 
he is able also to save them to the 
uttermost that come unto God by 
him, seeing he ever liveth to make in
tercession for them" (Hebrews 7:25). 
Notice the clause, "that come unto 
God." Prayer is that ~pproach of the 
finite to the infinite. Someone has 
said, "Prayer is the key to heaven, but 
faith unlocks the door." God's bound
less storehouse is open and all our 
needs may be supplied. "Ifye shall ask 
any thing in my name, I will do it" 
(John 14: 14). "If ye abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ye shall ask 
what ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you" (John 15:7). 

George Mueller was enabled by the 
power of believing prayer to care for 
4,000 orphans at the cost of $7 ,000,-
000. This was accomplished without a 
single appeal for help from any source 
but God. 

The approach and appeal to God is 
not simply a meaningless presentation 
of words into vacancy. It is actually 
speaking into the ear of an omnipotent 
Father and realizing that He is present 
and that He heareth and is able and 
willing to grant our desire. "He that 

cometh to God must believe that he is, 
and that he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him" (Hebrews 11:6). 
"And this is the confidence that we 
have in him, that, if we ask any thing 
according to his will, he heareth us: 
and if we know that he hear us, what
soever we ask, we know that we have 
the petitions that we desired of him" 
(I John 5: 14-15). 

Prayer may not require many 
words. Someone has said, "It is not 
the length, but the strength of the 
prayer that is required; not the labor 
of the lips, but the travail of the heart 
that prevails with God." 

When Peter found himself sinking 
in the waters of the Sea of Galilee, his 
prayer consisted of only three words 
but they were effectual: "Lord, save 
me." The publican's prayer, "God be 
merciful to me a sinner," brought an 
immediate answer and he went up to 
his house justified. The repentant thief 
on the cross prayed, "Remember me 
when thou comest into thy kingdom." 
It was short but it secured for him a 
pardon and a passport to paradise. 

Men of all ages who have meant the 
most to civilization have been men of 
prayer. For 40 days Moses continued 
on the mount alone with God. Daniel 
prayed three times daily to his Lord. 
David lifted his voice to God five 
times each day. Paul was "in praying 
and fasting oft." So great was his en
thusiasm that he taught his followers 
to pray without ceasing. Jesus fre
quently withdrew himself to the wil
derness, praying in the mountains, and 
once travailed in the Garden of Geth
semane. Very early in the morning a . 
great while before daybreak, He com
muned in solitude with His heavenly 
Father. Can we, in these dark days, 
who labor in the shadows of approach
ing night, survive without much effec
tual, fervent prayer? 

Charles Finney often slept . in the 
barn that he might exercise himself 
more freely in prayer. Abraham Lin
coln prayed daily from 4 a.m. to 5 
a.m. On February 11, 1861, he left 
Springfield, Illinois, for Washington, 
D.C. In his farewell address he said, 
"A duty devolves upon me, greater 
than has devolved upon any other man 
since the days of Washington. He 
would never have succeeded except for 
divine aid. On that same Almighty 
Being I rely, and I hope all my friends 
will pray that I may receive that divine 
assistance without which I cannot 
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cards all worldly motives, and sub
limely toils through life, enduring 
poverty as "seeing him who is in
visible," the world's logic is non
plussed; it has found a practical argu
ment which it can no more answer 
than it can the original witnesses of the 
Christian miracles, passing their lives 
in labors, dangers, and sufferings, vol
untarily undergone in attestation of 
the truth. 

A kind heart, a large philanthropic 
soul, whether it comes of nature or of 
grace, is so kindred to the spirit of the 
gospel, that its possessor stands on a 
high vantage-ground in winning souls 
to Christ. A hard and unsympathetic 
nature is a poor medium through 
which the melting story of the cross is 
to be poured into the hearts of men. 
Such a man, though he had the mas
sive intellect of-Lord Bacon, would not 
add many souls to the Lord Jesus. He 
might be a Titan in polemical the
ology. But only one such to stand 
guard over our theological founda
tions is enough for a generation. The 
conversion of sinners depends more on 
the warm atmosphere of love, which 
attends the presentation of the truth, 
than on logical power. Few men can 
follow an abstruse argument, but all 
can feel. 

We must not forget that the Lord 
Jesus came to save men of low de
gree. These are the majority. They are 
more skilled in the use of the plough, 
the hammer, the shuttle, and the oar, 
than with the syllogism in Barbara. It 
took the greatness of John Wesley to 
find this out, and to adapt his preach
ing to the semi-barbarian peasantry 
and colliers, and to impress this pe
culiarity on all his successors to the 
present time. That peculiar influence 
which is called the savor of a man, the 
most uncultivated intuitively perceive 
and feel. Hence the power of a preach
er who carries with him the savor of 
goodness, evidencing itself in his zeal 
for the suppression of the causes of 
vice and misery in this life, and thus 
commending his sincerity in his efforts 
to lead the people to life everlasting. 

When will Protestantism out of its 
wealth build, endow, and control, as 
evangelic agencies, hospitals and elee
mosynary institutions, as Romanism 
builds them out of her gathered mites 
for the aggrandizement of herself'? 
True Christianity is the only genuine 
philanthropy. The minister of Jesus 
Christ divests himself of a large ele
ment of influence when he lays aside 
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philanthropy in its common accepta
tion; and he puts a powerful weapon 
into the hand of his adversary, when, 
through his neglect, he allows the ene
my of the cross of Christ to assume the 
championship of any humane enter
prise. 

II. But the minister of Christ must 
be more than a philanthropist medi
cating human woes, heading moral re
forms, and preventing social demorali
zation. His is the difficult task of 
eradicating sin from human souls. Sin 
is not a cutaneous disease, to be cured 
by perf urned lotions, to be rose
watered out of the world. It is a stub
born and radical fact, demanding 
thorough and drastic treatment. The 
only medicine for its cure is spiritual 
truth rendered effectual by the Holy 
Ghost. Since this truth is not discov
ered by reason, but is disclosed by 
revelation, it is apprehended and made 
real to the soul only by faith. 

This brings us to the second ele
ment of Barnabas's success - the 
completeness of his creed, historical, 
and fiducial. Jesus Christ gives a won
derful prominence to the truth as the 
instrument of human salvation. "For 
this cause was I born, that I might 

- bear witness to the truth." "The Spir
it will guide you into all truth." "Sanc
tify them through thy truth." "The 
sword of the Spirit is the Word of 
God." He who most skillfully and 
vigorously wields this sword will have 
the greatest success in revealing the 
wicked heart to itself. 

Conviction of sin is nothing more 
than God's truth held up as a mirror 
till the sinner sees his own image 
hideously marred and scarred by sin. 
The successful preacher is character
ized by an acquaintance with the mir
ror which has such marvelous reveal
ing power. He adjusts it to the dull 
blind eye. He sets it in the strongest 
light, that it may have its legitimate ef
fect. There are many in our day who 
affect to despise doctrines, creed-state
ments of gospel truth. They endeavor 
to magnify their own originality, liber
ality, and independence in theological 
inquiries by belittling creeds. They 
perpetually hint that a creed is enslav
ing and dwarfing to its believers. They 
assert that some men can do more 
with a jackknife than others with a 

whole chest of edged tools. This may 
be true, without impairing the credibil
ity of the assertion that most build
ers would prefer the chest of tools. 

Rationalism, with its jackknife, 
may manage to rear a leaky wigwam 
out of the knotty poles and birchbark 
of natural religion; but the true 
preacher of Christ needs better imple
ments, for he is not building a wretch
ed hut for a day, but an enduring pal
ace, the habitation of God through the 
Spirit. 

Free religion begins its downward 
career by pouring contempt upon a his
torical faith. 

I ts next step is the denial of a his
torical Christ. I ts last is the apotheosis 
of human reason. Whereas it is no 
more derogatory to reason to accept 
some truths as primary in theology, 
than it is in metaphysics; in the one the 
revelations of the inspiring Spirit, and 
in the other the testimony of the hu
man consciousness. Through all the 
ages of Christianity the power and 
spirituality of the church have been in 
exact proportion to the faithfulness 
with which the truth has been 
preached. 

God's truth is the very soul of per
suasion. He who has fed upon it, di
gested it, and incorporated it into the 
very texture of his soul by a living 
faith, has the grand secret of pulpit 
power. The Word of God is quick, i.e., 
a living power on earth. It was Saint 
Paul's boast that he had not only 
"fought the good fight," but that he 
had "kept the faith," the precious de
posit of gospel truth committed to his 
hand as the sword of his triumph. 
"This is the victory which overcometh 
the world, even your faith." Hence, in 
this sifting and skeptical age, which 
levels its batteries at revealed truth 
with that satanic sagacity which as
sailed the Incarnate Truth himself, we, 
who know the secret of our strength, 
will "contend for the faith once deliv
ered to the saints." 

But even the truth is not ultimate. 
It is a means to an end. It is to be con
served for its uses. It has not an abso
lute, but a relative, value. It is the in
strument of our sanctification.-"From 
Half Hours with St. Paul," by Daniel Steele. 
This is a sermon delivered before the Boston 
University School of Theology, May 30, 1871. 
As timely now as when first delivered, it will be 
appearing in the next three issues of"The Wes
leyan Advocate." 
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a bible study 

THE WOMB OF GOD 
Part II 

By George E. Failing 

We live on the earth that God made, and life is sustained by 
the vegetation which was "produced" by God by some act or process 
not scientifically detailed in Genesis one. 

Christians believe that "the earth is the Lord's" (Psalm 24: 1), 
however man may use or misuse it. Thus, on Day Three, God was 
providing a s·uitable home for man on earth. And again, "God saw 
that it was good." And God appointed the m~ltitude of specie~ of 
vegetation and placed in them the means of contmuous reproduction. 

All is of God. He, by name, is the subject of 29 verbs in Genesis 
one, KJV. To rule out God would be to obliterate Genesis one -
which is what atheistic materialists are trying to do. God is as truly 
the source and meaning of all creation as Christ is the Author of our 
salvation. So though we do not know in any precise "scientific" way 
how God cre~ted all that is, we have not the slightest hesitation in be-
lieving that He did. . 

So we may put it this way: if Genesis 1: 1 and verses followmg 
are not true, John 3: 16 and other such "salvation" verses have no 
real significance for us Christians. Conversely, if we accept John 3: 
16 and the Lamb of God, we must unquestionably accept the Author 
and order of God the Creator and Genesis one. 

But in 'this study we want to emphasize the wisdom of God in 
His appointments for Day Four. . 

By "lights" in Genesis 1: 14 the sacred Author refers to mstru
ments of light, their position and their function. And . though God 
made "the stars also" (v. 16), the writer keeps in focus the one small 
planet earth. The st~rs are subordinate to earth. 

I think the earth may be richer in natural resources than any 
planet God made. In any case, it is utterly unique as the stage on 
which God and man walked, as the one planet on which the God
Man lived and died. 

So the lights, chiefly the sun and moon, serve three purposes: 
(1) Not only to divide day and.night, ~ut to "rule" o~er the day and 
night. No man dares deny their function and authority. (2) To p~o
vide signs (the red sky in the morning) and the seasons. To estabbsh 
weeks and months arid, as we now know, to provide timing to the 
millionth of a second. This may include seedtime and harvest, the 
rise and fall of sap, as surely as the ebb and flow of tides. Would it 
include the migratory instincts or habits of beasts and fowl? There 
are some evidences that it may. (3) For days and years, and though 
the day is solar, the month is lunar. Does not God provide regularity 
and variety? . 

In particular, the sun was "to give light upon the earth" through 
an atmosphere God had already provided and thus make the earth 
the home for living things (which the moon is not!). . 

There was no divine attempt at uniformity - "the greater bght 
to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night." Only because 
God so placed the sun and moon in such a relatio_n to the ear~? can _it 
be inhabited by creatures of God. "God saw that 1t was good. It stdl 
is. 
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A 
Church 
Moved 

By God 

By Harold R. Crosser 

IN THE YEAR 1876, at Swan Quar
ter, Hyde County, North Carolina, a 
small group of pious people scraped 
up enough money to build a little 
church. The best location for the new 
building was owned by Sam Sadler, a 
businessman of the town who wasn't 
particularly religious. Sam bluntly 
said, "I have other plans for that 
lot." 

However, even in the matter of lo
cating churches, God likes to have His 
will worked out, and sometimes He 
even insists. It was proven in the case 
of the Swan Quarter Church that man 
proposes in such affairs and God dis
poses. 

Knowing Sam, as they did, the con
gregation found another lot, but the 
Lord didn't quit that easily. On Sep
tember 16, 1876, a few days before the 
church was to be completed, a hurri
cane struck Swan Quarter. 

The winds howled, the waters 
swirled the tide rose and came inland, 
and th; new church left its foundation. 
Rain continued to fall in torrents, 
and when September 17 dawned, peo
ple watched the new church inch its 
way down the road toward town. 

Eventually the church floated. 
When it came to the main intersection, 
it struck the general store and bound
ed across the street to the opposite 
corner, shimmied, shook, and stopped. 
Moved by the hand of God, the new 
church had come to rest on the lot 
first chosen as the best site. 

Several days later a pale and trem
bling Sam Sadler deeded the lot free 
of charge to the little Methodist co~
gregation. Providence Church still 
stands where the hand of God moved 
it. 

Harold R. Crosser pastors the North
gate Wesleyan Church, Owosso, 
Michigan. 
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A lot of people have tried to do 
away with God in their lives and do 
away with Christianity. In fact, King 
Herod, when Christ was born, ordered 
all the boys two and under to be killed 
in an effort to stamp out Christianity. 
They couldn't even find the Christ 
Child. You know what happened to 
Herod? He was devoured by worms. 

Even that great emperor, Caesar, 
was ruling the world at one time. He 
ordered the cult of the Nazarene wiped 
out, as he called the Jesus followers. 
The Roman arenas ran with blood. 
Martyrs were killed. Not long after 
that, one of his fellow workers stabbed 
him with a knife and his own blood ran 
down the steps of one of those very 
arenas where Christians were mur
dered. 

And even that madman, Hitler, said 
that he would get rid of Christianity; 
he would pull up the church by its 
roots, stamp it out. And they found 
Hitler, a burning cinder in the gutter 
of Berlin, and no one even recognized 
him. 

Mussolini, the dictator, came up al
most with the same idea. He thought 
he would sneak up on the church. He 
would send all the young people away 
to the beaches and the mountains on 
the weekend. Then when the older gen
eration died off, there would be no 
more church, there would be no more 
Christianity. I happened to be in Italy 
a few years ago, and right near the 
scene where Mussolini was found 
hanging upside down by his toes, his 
paramour by his side, I sang "A 
Mighty Fortress is Our God." 

Joseph Stalin tried to fight God in 
Russia. I think you know the story of 
what happened to him. His daughter 
came to America five or six years ago, 
Svetlana Stalin. She said, "I grew up 
in a home where God was never men
tioned. But when I became an adult, I 
realized that one could not exist with
out God in one's life." Now Stalin is 
a petrified mummy, shamed by his 
people, humiliated. 

Now I say to you gentlemen today, 
I hope there are some lessons here. We 
cannot leave out a relationship with 
God. 

The second stumbling block that I 
wanted to mention is our relationship 
to our fellowmen. Man appears to 
know everything in the world today 
except how to get along with one an
other. We're scientific geniuses, we're 
business wizards, we're educational 
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giants. I read in the Chicago paper one 
time these words: "We can kill every
one in the world. Isn't that great?" 
What a statement! Can we love every
one in the world? 

Our knowledge might be able to be 
summed up by a little eighth-grade 
nursery rhyme a little boy wrote: 
"Twinkle, twinkle little star, I know 
exactly who are you. I know your 
volume, I know your mass. You're 
just a ball of helium gas." 

You know the number one problem 
we have everywhere in the world -
not only in America - is race rela
tions, really. I know a lot of people 
point and say, "This is our big prob
lem." Sure it is, but it's everyplace in 
the world. 

When I first went into Korea, I re
member 3,000 students there protest
ing an agreement with the Japanese -
they hate the Japanese. Almost every 
day there was some kind of an upris
ing, a fight between the mainlanders 
and the Taiwanese. Pick up any news
paper in Manila, the Philippines, and 
you'll find out they want to get rid of 
all the Chinese. You name the country 
over there, and I'll tell you the race 
problem, in the Orient. It's there. 
Men trying to get along with one an
other. 

I remember a big guard on my bas
ketball team, Nolan Ellis. He was a 
220-pound guard, quite a boy - the 
kind I need. He was captain of the 
University of Kansas and played with 
Wilt-the-Stilt Chamberlain out there. 
I took him on one of the Venture Vic
tory teams. One time he was coming 
out of the stadium (we'd played the 
Philippine Olympic team, a "barn
burner," a one-pointer) before 20,000 
people. A little Filipino came up and 
yelled at him, "You're nothin' but a 
dirty nigger." 

Boy, Nolan was big enough, he 
could have grabbed that boy and 
thrown him right out of the gymna
sium with one hand. He put his face in 
his hands. Tears came down: He said, 
"Coach, that guy - that Filipino -
called me a nigger and his skin is 
blacker than mine." Then he said, 
"The problem really, I guess, is not 
skin but sin, isn't it?" How true that 
is. The hate, the greed, the selfishness, 
the prejudice in our hearts - getting 
along with one another. We can have a 
Brazilian stomach today; scientists 
and medical doctors have made this 
possible. We can have an African kid-

ney and a Chinese heart and hate 
everyone of them. What a tragedy! 

God has made each and everyone of 
us in His own image and we have a 
value. I have a problem just like you 
men do. I have to get along with peo
ple. We've lost some ball games -
I'm sure I have some dissatisfied bas
ketball players. Maybe you men have 
made a few bad decisions in your busi
ness, in your family. You know what 
these relationships are. I want to as
sure you of one thing. To say that any 
situation or any person is hopeless is 
to say that God is helpless, and that's 
not true. 

The third stumbling block is this re
lationship to money. God has blessed 
America as no other country in the 
world. Fifty percent of the wealth of 
the world is ours, and we only have 
five or six percent of the world's popu
lation. 

I was really impressed by something 
not long ago when I heard some TV 
men - maybe you saw this on an 
afternoon "Meet the Press" a couple 
years ago. Everyone was trying to find 
Howard Hughes and someone was 
writing a book about his· life, but it 
was a hoax. The guy's in prison now 
who wrote the book. But I remember 
what happened. They got on the tele
phone and Howard Hughes talked. No 
one has seen him for years - coming 
right on TV. These men were sitting 
there and at the end of the conversa
tion with Howard Hughes, the billion
aire, who's supposed to represent the 
pinnacle of money, the citadel of all 
material progress with some people, 
one newsman said, "Howard, I want 
to ask you one question before you 
hang up. Are you happy?" And he 
said, "No, I am not happy." 

I had the opportunity recently to 
be with a man who had inherited sev
eral million dollars. If I mentioned his 
name every one of you here would 
know him. You know what he said to 
me? I asked him a question and then 
he said, "Don, would you pray for me? 
I've been miserable." 

I can assure you that materialism 
does not have the answer to the prob
lem in the world today. One of the few 
angry events I can remember of Jesus 
recorded in the Bible was when He 
went in the Temple and the money 
changers were there; He took a whip 
and drove them out of the Temple. He 
said, "You make the house of the 
Lord a den of thieves" (Luke 19:46). It 
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was this relationship to money -
wrecking people. '"Lay not up for 
yourselves treasures upon earth, where 
moth and rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves break through and steal: but 
lay up for yourselves treasures in heav
en, where neither moth nor rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves do not 
break through nor steal: for where 
your treasure is, there will your heart 
be also" (Matthew 6: 19-21). 

The fourth pitfall I want to talk to 
you men about is that of pride. In 
Proverbs we read, "Pride goeth before 
destruction" (16:18). I'm talking to 
some of the most successful men in the 
community right here today. I haven't 
taken this task lightly, believe me. 
There's one thing that I do know that 
the more successful a man becomes, 
the more responsibility he has, and I 
really believe the more temptations he 
has. It's easy to become wise in our 
own conceits. Now God is the author 
of wisdom, but some people feel that 
there are a few things that God doesn't 
understand. He doesn't understand my 
problem. He doesn't have forty men 
working for Him who are driving me 
up a tree. He doesn't have to put up 
with the guy I have to work with every 
day in the office. He doesn't have to 
live in the house with the wife I have 
to live with. 

You know, Billy Graham makes a 
statement quite often. I think he says 
it for his own good. He says, "God 
says, 'I will share my glory with no 
one - no man.' " 

You know, humility has some very 
peculiar qualities. Once you recognize 
you're humble, you lose it. You know 
if I say, "I'm humble," then I'm not. 
It's hard to recognize that quality. 

My hang-up with athletes, and as I 
see it businessmen have the same 
problem they have: a boy comes out 
and he makes 20 points sometimes in a 
ball game and Dad owes him the car, 
or he runs for a touchdown in· foot
ball and the teachers owe him good 
grades. He thinks because he's an 
athlete maybe the world owes him a 
living. Well, we've got enough basket
ball bums; we don't need anymore of 
this crowd. He can handle everything 
except his own success. And I see the 
same thing with businessmen. Once 
they come into their own a little bit, 
they don't know some of the people 
that helped make them successful. 

The politician who a lot of people 
slaved to help get up there where he 
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is and worked down at the grass-roots 
level - he's forgotten them. The Bible 
says, "A proud heart . . . is sin" 
(Proverbs 21:4). 

I remember Dr. Dick Hillis looking 
right at me, and he said, '"Don, do you 
have a proud heart?" I realize it's a 
real stumbling block in life. Some peo
ple are even too proud to accept 
Christ. They're afraid what their 
neighbors are going to say, or their 
friends, and they might lose their 
membership in the country club, if 
they ever happen to say, "I believe in 
Christ as my Saviour." The Lord hat
eth a proud look and a lying tongue 
(Proverbs 6: 16-17). 

The last stumbling block I want to 
mention, Mr. Hillis talked to me 
about, is our relationship to the oppo
site sex. He said, "Don, will you write 
three words in your Bible?" I still have 
them here. I wrote this 20 years ago in 
my Bible: "/ am vulnerable." If you're 
a man and have any red corpuscles, 
you're vulnerable. If you don't have 
any red corpuscles, I feel sorry for 
you. The Bible has many stories of 
men's failures in this area - Samson 
and Delilah, David and Bathsheba; of 
course, Sodom and Gomorrah depict
ing the man's lust of the flesh. 

Today our newspapers and radios, 
magazines and TV are all geared up 
to this highly sexed society that we're 
living in. 

Coming through Grand Rapids yes
terday, a big sign right on the high
way - "Deep Throat" showing 24 
hours a day. Almost every magazine 
you pick up anymore, whether it's 
True Romance (it's usually neither 
true nor romantic) or something else 
has got some depiction here of the 
flesh in it. We can hardly read any
thing anymore that doesn't shove this 
down our throats. "Be not con
formed to this world: but be ye trans
formed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, 
and acceptable, and perfect will of 
God." Gentlemen, that is difficult. We 
don't do that by ourselves. 

I remember when I had my basket
ball team out in California about three 
years ago. I walked into a cafe and a 
girl came in and ordered a cup of cof
fee right at the counter. The guy who 
owned the cafe said, "Hey, how old do 
you think she is?" 

"About 30." 
"She's only 19," he said. "For the 

last year she's been sleeping with 

about a dozen different men out here 
in a hippie commune. You know what 
she's going to do now? She's had these 
experiences with a dozen men, and she 
thinks she's an authority on sex. She's 
going home to write a book on sex." 

You know, King Solomon was sup
posed to be the wisest man that ever 
lived. He had about 500 wives and a 
couple hundred porcupines, concu
bines, or something. Now he had to be 
some kind of an authority on sex, too. 
And at the end of it all, he said, "Van
ity . . . vanity . . . all is vanity" 
(Ecclesiastes 1:2). If you don't know 
what vanity means, it means empty 
and vain. Romans 6:21 has something 
to say to me here: "What fruit had ye 
then in those things whereof ye are 
now ashamed?" In other words, show 
me what your sins have accomplished. 

I wonder if there's any man in this 
community who would like to stand up 
right now and brag about his sins. 
Show me what your sins have accom
plished. And I wrote those words in 
my Bible, "I am vulnerable." But one 
thing I always remember. That's why 
I go to church - not because I am a 
good person but because I need help. 
Gentlemen, that's why I enjoy meeting 
with you men. Not because I'm any 
better than any one of you here. 

Evangelism actually is just one beg
gar telling another beggar where to 
get bread. But I found some help. I 
read in I Corinthians I 0: 13: "There 
hath no temptation taken you but 
such as is common to man: but God is 
faithful, who will not suffer you to be 
tempted above that ye are able; but 
will with the temptation also make a 
way to escape, that ye may be able to 
bear it." Therein lies my trust. Be
cause without God's power I know 
where I'd be. That doesn't make me 
any better than anyone else, but just a 
sinner saved by grace in one respect. 

So whatever your sandtrap in life is, 
men, I've tried to talk about these re
lationships. I hope you'll consider the 
claims of Christ upon your life. This 
has not been an easy task for me to 
stand and share this with you today, 
but I felt that I should because I had 
to pick something that I felt was one 
of the biggest helps I ever had in my 
life. That little talk from Dr. Hillis 
which I'm just kind of summing up for 
you today is what happened to me 
about twenty years ago, and it's been 
a tremendous help. I hope some of the 
things I've mentioned here have been a 
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complaining mm1ster, fretting and 
chafing on hard appointments, would 
be lifted into a state of perfect and 
cheerful acquiescence with the divine 
will, where none of his powers will be 
wasted by friction, but all subsidized 
for Christ, let him seek the Spirit's 
anointing with the oil of gladness. For 
the Holy Spirit in the soul is both im
pulse and lubrication, both steam and 
oil to the locomotive. 

2. We are taught by many that af
ter justification the progress of the 
soul is by a steady and gradual devel
opment of spiritual power, without cri
ses, sharp transitions, and sudden 
emergencies from lower to higher 
states. It is said that this uniform and 
gradual unfolding of the spiritual life 
commends itself to reason as the natu
ral and normal method, that only fick
le, impulsive, and unstable souls, in
capable of this uninterrupted and con
sta12t. advance, are pushed ahead by 
the apparently irregular method of 
special spiritual impulses. It is assert
ed that even in the case of these, it is 
commonly, if not always, a sudden 
restoration from a backslidden state. 
It is asserted that a truly regenerate 
soul, remaining victorious over sin, 
needs no subsequent sudden and 
sharply defined outpouring unction, 
and baptism of the Spirit. 

But when we open the Word of God, 
we find that, both under the Mosaic 
and the Christian dispensations, spirit
ual development has been both by 
steady growth and spiritual crises. 

Thus the seventy elders were sud
denly baptized with the Spirit when 
assembled at the tabernacle, and El
dad and Medad in the camp. But the 
most remarkable instance of a sudden 
spiritual anointing, notwithstanding 
an uninterrupted gradual spiritual 
growth, is that of the great exemplar, 
Jesus Christ. As He was a perfect 
man, soul and body, He had a normal 
physical and intellectual unfolding. 
We read, also, that His spiritual na
ture expanded gradually. As a man, 
He grew in favor with God. Yet before 
He entered upon His life-mission, He 
received a special impulse from on 
high to make Him the center whence 
spiritual power should go forth to 
bless all with whom He came in con
tact. That impulse was given to Him 
by the Holy Ghost at His baptism by 
John, and in the power of the Spirit 

12 (132) 

He returned to Galilee. 
We can no more fathom this mys

tery of the divine Son baptized by the 
divine Spirit, than we can that of the 
omnipotent Son praying to the Al
mighty Father in Gethsemane, and 
forsaken by Him on ·the cross. Yet 
we must accept the historical fact of 
Jesus' baptism by the Holy Ghost as 
a preparation for His ministry, and 
that not till then do the evangelists 
speak of Him as "full of the Holy 
Ghost," "led by the Spirit," and "in 
the power of the Spirit." He left us an 
example that we should walk in His 
steps in everything not peculiar to His 
person and mission. The blessing of 
the fullness of the Spirit cannot be 
peculiar to Christ, because it is prom
ised to all who fully believe. Hence, it 
is instantaneous, as it was with Jesus 
at the Jordan, notwithstanding a pre
vious uniform growth in favor with 
God. 

Can any Christian believer, preach
er, or layman, addressing himself to 
his lifework, say that because he has a 
clear evidence of his conversion, he 
needs no anointing from on high to 
unify and intensify all the powers of 
his nature for the service of Christ? 
Can he assert that because he is not 
conscious of backsliding, or even of 
one act of sin, therefore he needs no 
unction from the Holy One? If you say 
that His was peculiar to Christ, and in 
no way an example for every believer, 
what mean those oft-repeated prom
ises of the Comforter to the apostles 
who had been declared to be already 
clean, and to everyone who will ask 
the Father in His name? 

If you say that this was miraculous 
and limited to the apostolic age, what 
does Christ mean when He assures His 
disciples that the Comforter would 
abide with them forever? How hap
pens it that the common interrogation 
to young converts by the apostles was, 
"Have ye received the Holy Ghost 
since ye believed?" and that believers 
were found, in Ephesus a few, and in 
Samaria a city full, on whom the Holy 
Ghost had not fallen till they were in
structed respecting their privilege by 
the apostles? Saint Paul teaches that 
"after justification by the death of 
Christ, much more shall we be saved 
by his life." 

Again, this gift of the divine full
ness must be instantaneous, because it 
is conditioned on a definite act of 
faith. If a person, with all his prog-

ress, never reaches a time when he dis
tinctly apprehends, by a definite act of 
faith, "the exceeding greatness of 
Christ's power to usward who be
lieve," he will never obtain this heav
enly baptism. 

We have not time to show that in all 
ages of the church the experience of 
the holiest men and women attests 
this doctrine of the fullness of the Holy 
Ghost as a work distinct from regener
ation. 

If we had time to construct an argu
ment from church history, digging 
down through its successive strata, af
ter the manner of the geologist, we 
should find abundant proofs of the dis
tinction between the regenerate state 
and the experience of the fullness of 
the Holy Spirit. But we have only time 
to direct your attention to the fossil re
mains of this distinction as seen to
day in the Roman, the Greek, the 
Lutheran, and the English churches in 
the rite of confirmation, for the pur
pose of communicating the Holy Spir
it by laying hands upon the heads of 
those who are supposed to have al
ready received the grace of regenera
tion through water baptism. Having 
demonstrated the possibility of the ex
perience of the fullness of the Holy 
Ghost, we proceed to argue the neces
sity of this deep spiritual experience in 
the preacher as ground of confidence 
in the truth, the instrument which he 
wields for human salvation. 

3. The ground of confidence is two
fold. First, logical certainties. Chris
tian apologetics addresses the reason. 
The argument from prophecy, mira
cles, the morals of the gospel scheme, 
and the resplendent purity and majesty 
of Christ, and the propagation of the 
system, is designed to satisfy the intel
lect, and to produce the highest cer
tainty attainable by probable, in dis
tinction from demonstrative, proof. 

Hence, we cannot too thoroughly 
educate our young Christians, especial
ly our candidates for the ministry, in 
the Christian evidences. 

They cannot too well know the cer
tainty of those things wherein they 
have been instructed. They must be led 
about our spiritual Zion, and tell the 
towers thereof, and mark well her bul
warks, that they may intelligently de
f end their faith against the assaults of 
a rationalistic age, and be able to give 
a reason for the hope that is in them. 

To be concluded 
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SIERRA LEONE THE PHILIPPINES 
One thousand people reportedly responded to Paul and Phyllis Van Cleave are holding a 
the gospel invitation on the first night of the Bible study in the home of Engineer Paiz and 
city-wide New Life For All campaign in Free- having good attendance. The engineer's 
town. son-in-law seems near to coming to Christ. 

PERU 
A policeman publicly spoke of his soul hun
ger in a recent Sunday service in San An-

. tonio. Then, without preaching, the pastor 
invited him to Christ. He prayed through to 
forgiveness and was back that night. 

SOUTHERN AFRICA 
Mount Frere Mission has had special evange
listic services with Missionary Glendon Kier
stead as evangelist. Night services were at 
Mount Frere where secondary school girls 
are just beginning a new school year. Day 
meetings were in another village 15 miles 
away where the new "field" tent is being uti-
1 ized. 

SIERRA LEONE 
Evangelist Tom Phillippe spent February in 
various preaching missions in Sierra Leone. 

THE PHILIPPINES 
God has poured blessings upon the church 
and school at Sinipsip. Two noontime fasts 
are held each week. Students have been 
seeking sanctification and many victories 
have resu I ted . 

COLOMBIA 
General Superintendent Snyder's wise coun
sel and good preaching were appreciated by 
the one hundred or more who attended camp 
meeting and conference at Rionegro. 

CARIBBEAN 
Gasoline is being sold for $1.46a gallon in 
Barbados, according to District Superinten
dent Wickham. 
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PERU 
The government has placed a window sticker 
on the mission jeep which makes it illegal to 
drive on Tuesday or Thursday due to fuel 
shortage. 

SOUTH AFRICA 
A father, who never attended church, was 
recently converted through the ministry of 
cassettes and the influence of his children 
who attend Sunday school. The Reverend 
Paul Wilson is pastor. 

SIERRA LEONE 
Full membership reported at the recent an
nual conference has gained 5% over last year's 
total. Five pastors were ordained and nine 
students were appointed to pastoral assign
ments. 

ZAMBIA 
Phasing out of the Siachitema orphanage con
tinues. Six orphans were placed in homes of 
relatives last year, two are scheduled to 
leave soon, then five will remain. Pray for 
those leaving this Christian institution. 

POSTAL INCREASE 
New postal costs for airmai I to al I Wesleyan 
mission lands are now 18¢ for air forms. 
Other airmail costs 26¢ per half ounce to Af
rica, Australia, India, Japan, Nepal, Papua 
New Guinea, The Philippines, and Taiwan; 
21 ¢ per half ounce to the Caribbean, Central 
America, and South America. 

Why not send a booster letter to your mis
sionary? 
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to a higher proof. "We have a more 
sure word of prophecy, unto which we 
do well to take heed." Here fulfilled 
prophecy cogently argues the truth of 
Christ. But we have not yet reached 
the summit of the mountain where the 
cloudless vertical sun pours down his 
overwhelming splendors, rendering 
doubt impossible. The third and 
crowning proof of the series is an ex
perience, an intuitive conviction of the 
truth, thus poetically expressed, "unto 
which ye do well to take heed, until 
the day-star arise in your hearts." 
Brethren, has the day-star arisen in 
your hearts, chasing away your night 
of doubt and sadness? Study the scien
tific proofs of Christianity, as drawn 
out by the Butlers and Paleys of all the 
Christian ages, but continue your 
patient and diligent research till the 
day-star arises within; otherwise you 
will be feeble advocates for Jesus, 
because dimly apprehending the ex
ceeding greatness of His power to us
ward who believe. 

Lest anyone may suppose that I 
bring a strange and dangerous doc
trine to your ears, let me appeal to the 
Word of God once more. My assertion 
is, that the fullness of the Holy Ghost 
is the sunrise of spiritual illumination 
and the source of absolute assurance, 
and that this blessing is attainable by 
all. Saint John, in his first epistle to 
every Christian, says, "But ye have an 
unction from the Holy One, and ye 
know all things." Not all scientific 
truth, not all dogmatic truth, but the 
divine origin of all revealed truth, and 
the soul's relation to God's law and 
His love, a conviction clear as noon
day that sin is forgiven, and King 
Jesus is alone enthroned over the soul. 

Once how dark to my unanointed 
eye was the following passage: "But 
the anointing which ye have received 
of him abideth in you, and ye need not 
that any man teach you: but as the 
same anointing teacheth you of all 
things." "The anointing teacheth" -
a mystery indeed to. him on whose 
head the oil of gladness has not been 
poured, but a glorious reality to him 
on whom the joy of this great salvation 
has been freely bestowed. 

But the highest efficiency of the 
preacher requires that his experience 
be not only possessed, but professed. 
"The experience of one rational being 
is of interest to all who become cogni
zant of it." This is because we are so 
constituted as to be similarly affected 
by like causes. Let half a dozen per-

10 (150) 

sons far gone with pulmonary con
sumption publish to the world their 
complete cure by the same remedy, 
and the intelligence would flash over 
the wires, across the continent, 
irradiating with hope twice ten thou
sand sick chambers. Hence the value 
of testimony. The entire science of 
medicine has been constructed upon it. 
The pharmacopoeia has been filled by 
the attestations of cures. Who can 
better · authenticate the healing than 
the patient himselr? Who better than 
the renewed and sanctified soul can 
attest his spiritual transfiguration, and 
the power by which it was accom
plished? 

Experience avowed is one of the 
chief elements of the preacher's power 
to demonstrate the divinity of the 
gospel and the reality of its blessings 
to believing souls. Hence Saint Paul, 
the master logician, when, on critical 
occasions, his liberty or even his life 
hanging on the balance of a Roman 
governor's will, he wanted something 
more cogent than a syllogism, told 
the story of his conversion from a 
persecutor to a preacher of the faith he 
once destroyed. In fact, his commis
sion, three times renewed, was not to 
preach, but to testify. When the om
nipresent Jesus, as Bishop Simpson 
graphically expresses it, "standing on 
picket duty for the little church at 
Damascus, took Saul of Tarsus pris
oner," He said to him, "For this 
purpose I have appeared to thee, to 
make thee a minister and a witness 
both of these things which thou hast 
seen, and of those things in which I 
will appear unto thee." When after 
three days Ananias came to him, he, 
by divine inspiration, repeated the 
declaration, "For thou shalt be a 
witness unto all men of what thou hast 
seen and heard." 

Years afterwards, while slumbering 
in the castle of Antonia, the Lord 
stood by him, and said, "Be of good 
cheer, Paul: for as thou.hast testified 
of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear 
witness also at Rome." On each of 
these occasions testifying is insisted 
on. Why? Because it is the most cogent 
and persuasive preaching. A herald is 
useful to make proclamation of the 
law and of the will of the court; but 
make way - here comes one more im
portant. He is an unimpeachable 
witness, who has a testimony to give 
on the suit before the judge. All jurists 
will tell you that one word of authentic 
evidence is worth more than ten thou-

sand words of sophistical, profession
al pleading. The witness is far more 
important than the advocate. The 
testimony can go to the jury without 
the argument; but it will not do to send 
the argument without the testimony. 
Yet I fear that this sad blunder the 
modern Christian church is commit
ting when, through eloquent preach
ers, she sends to the world the argu
ment without the evidence. 

It is not often that the witness 
and the advocate are, in our courts, 
combined in the same person. But 
all jurymen know how much more 
weighty are his words when the ad
vocate is summoned from the bar to 
the witness stand, and with uplifted 
hands attests to the facts. Here is no 
professional quibbling, no insincere 
and cunning speech. Oh, if every 
Christian pulpit could be for only one 
Sabbath converted from an advocate's 
stand ·to a witness-box, and each 
Spirit-baptized preacher should say, 
"Draw near, all ye that fear the Lord, 
and I will tell you what He has done 
for my soul," what a stir there would 
be among the unbelieving world! I 
verily believe that they would give the 
verdict of truth to the Man of Calvary, 
and falling down would acknowledge 
that God is with us of a very truth. 

Am I uncharitable when I say that 
Jesus Christ, on trial before the jury of 
an unbelieving world, has too many 
lawyers and too few witnesses? Am I 
justified in saying that the advocate 
who cannot in a moment, at the sub
poena of His divine client, turn into a 
witness, has no business to plead in 
this court, and that Jesus has retained 
none such? Should this be the ruling of 
the court, it is possible that many 
would be obliged to withdraw from the 
tribunal. Christ ·wants a witnessing 
church. He will have a witnessing 
ministry. Through all the ages He has 
honored such with abundant fruits, 
while a merely scholastic ministry is a 
barren fig tree, awaiting the Master's 
withering curse. The fears of our 
fathers respecting theological schools 
were not wholly groundless. There is 
constant danger of depending on mere 
intellectual force instead of spiritual 
power. 

It is unfortunate that the canons of 
sacred rhetoric which fetter the 
modern preacher were the outgrowth 
of an age of spiritual decline, when un
regenerate men sought the priest's of
fice for a piece of bread. Such men, 
having no experience of the all-
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vitalizing power and unspeakable 
blessedness of the Comforter abiding 
within, endeavored to conceal this 
glaring defect by declaring it an infrac
tion of good taste to display to public 
gaze the deep and sacred mysteries of 
the soul. But the Holy Spirit is a 
higher authority on points of decorum 
than Lord Chesterfield. He prompted 
David to pour forth his personal ex
periences in song, so that his harp 
has swayed a thousandfold more souls 
than did his sceptre. He inspired Saint 
Paul to utter the emotions of his in
most soul in every speech and epistle, 
down to his swan song of victory over 
death. 

It is a false modesty that robs the 
preacher of his privilege to witness for 
the Lord Jesus in the pulpit, and is the 
Philistine Delilah who is shearing him 
of his locks, and betraying him to 
his enemies. Others deprecate the 
testimony for Christ in the pulpit be
cause they fear that the precious wa
ters· of salvation, springing up with
in the soul unto eternal life, are in 
danger of evaporation by exposure to 
the sunlight. Not long since, in the 
portraiture of a recent· popular divine, 
we are informed that he did not allow 
the deep and sacred experiences of his 
soul to evaporate in flippant speech. 
But the experience which Barnabas 
had - the fullness of the Holy Ghost 
- did not need to be kept dark lest it 
evaporate; it was in no more danger of 
such a calamity than the fullness of the 
Atlantic. God does not keep the ocean 
in a. dark closet to preserve it from 
evaporation. He pours the sun's full 
blaze upon it, and lifts it into the sky, 
and diffuses it over the continents in 
refreshing showers. And yet the sea 
does not waste away. The oceanic 
fullness of the Holy Ghost in the 
preacher's soul is designed to evapo
rate in speech, and to come down 
like rain upon the mown grass. And 
he whose religion is in danger of eva
nescing, if he should speak of it often 
in public, has not righteousness as 
the waves of the sea, but as the drops 
of dew. 

The fullness of the Holy Ghost is 
necessary to the preservation and ef
ficient use of a great ministerial gift 
possessed, in an eminent degree, by 
Barnabas. His name was changed 
from J oses to the Son of Exhortation, 
because he was so powerful in exhorta
tion. Exhortation is a higher gift than 
preaching. The preacher calmly in
culcates the truth upon the intellect; 
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the exhorter sways the sensibilities 
which lie nearer to the will, the ex
ecutive power of the soul. It is greater 
to move than to teach. A candle can il
lumine a rock of flint, but only an 
anthracite· blast furnace can melt it. 

Gospel preaching can be coun
terfeited. An unregenerate intellect, 
well read in theology, and trained 
in rhetoric, can preach a popular 
sermon; but exhortation cannot be 
imitated. The soul must be all aglow 
with the live coal from off the di
vine altar. No sham is possible here. 
This molten stream of persuasion 
can flow from no galvanic phos
phorescence of oratorical action and 
intense declamation. The pathos of 
a soul on fire from above, speaking 
through tears and sobs, prayers and 
entreaties, is an irresistible power 
which the church cannot afford to 
lose. This gift is not from the schools. 
Culture cannot bestow it. The works 
on homiletics and the professors of 
sacred rhetoric cannot impart it. God 
has signally demonstrated this in our 
day. When He would raise up a great 
master of the religious sensibilities, 
He passed by the great colleges, Yale 
and Harvard, the chief theological 
seminaries, Andover and Princeton, 
and fished up out of the sea an il
literate sailor-boy, sent him into 
Bromfield Lane, where the Holy 
Ghost set him all aflame with Jesus' 
love, and gave him a more than king
ly sceptre with which to sway men 

. for more than half a century. The 
Holy Ghost made Father Taylor the 
greatest exhorter of his generation. 
This is no mean gift, as many suppose. 
Peter did not preach, but testified and 
exhorted on the day of Pentecost. If 
this gift, which has done so much for 
Methodism, continues in it, it must be 
sought for in the upper chamber in 
Jerusalem. The refined and the vulgar, 
the rich and the poor, can be reached 
and saved by this gift more than by 
any other. When there are no more 
sinners to be saved, no more believers 
to be stimulated to climb the mount of 
holiness, young men may despise the 
gift of exhortation. Has not this gift 
evidently waned away just in propor
tion as the baptism of power has 
become rare in the ministry and laity? 

We have endeavored to group the 
qualifications of a successful evan
gelist under - Character, Creed, and 
Experience. Perhaps there is no bet
ter place on earth than Boston in 
which to demonstrate that an ex-

perience of the renewing Spirit of God 
conserves both the creed and the 
character. Spiritual decline always 
precedes doctrinal heterodoxy as a 
necessary antecedent. Decay in the 
heart is followed by decay in the head. 
They who will not retain the divine 
Spirit in their souls cannot retain the 
divine Christ in their theology. 

No man can truly say 
That Jesus is the Lord, 

Unless thou take the veil away, 
And breathe the living word! 

Then, only then, we feel 
Our interest in His blood, 

And cry with joy unspeakable
Thou art my Lord, my God! 

If you do not believe Saint Paul, 
perhaps you will believe your own 
eyes, if you will open them and look 
around you in eastern Massachusetts. 
Here you will find churches planted by 
the Puritans, in which there is now no 
Lord Jesus, because a hundred years 
ago, when they closed their doors 
against the seraphic Whitefield, there 
was in them no Holy Ghost. Then how 
painful the evidence that, with the 
lapse of the doctrine of Christ's divini
ty, these churches, as if on an inclined 
plane of ice, are slipping down into 
Pantheism - the negation of all foun
dation for ethical distinctions, and of 
all safeguards of moral character. I 
have said nothing of intellectual 
culture as an element in the successful 
preacher. My remarks have presup
posed a mental development suited to 
this high office. Barnabas was a 
Levite, a member of the priestly or 
quasi-priestly order. The clerisy of the 
Jews were appointed by God, not only 
to conserve the sacred oracles and true 
worship, but to raise the people to a 
higher intellectual and moral life as 
natural educators. On the basis of this 
sacerdotal training, his distinctive 
Christian qualities were superinduced. 
Yet I am far from affirming that the 
time is past when the Spirit fllay send 
men frpm the plough to the 1 pulpit-

Yes, if the Lord His mind reveal 
Even to the meanest of the 

throng; 
Their Father sends by whom He 

will, 
song. 

Not to the prophets' school con
fined, 

He gives to the unlearned His 
word; 

And lo, they now declare His mind, 
And husbandmen proclaim their 

Lord! 
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place. Every habit is like a beam 
holding it together. Every bit of imag
ination is like a window in the house." 

Indeed, we may think our deeds and 
experiences are scattered and un
related, but not so. They wonderfully 
come together and day by day the uni
ty of self is being made. We are all 
building this life house, the structure 
of personality, this house not made 
with hands. 

It is also true that, while these 
houses (which all of us are building) 
from outside appearances so often 
seem alike, Jesus tells us in the parable 
they are not alike. Notice what He 
said - it came home to me last night 
with a force with which it never has 
before. I'm ashamed that I've lived 
this long and I've ministered this long 
and have not felt the force of this 
parable at this point. Jesus said, 
.. Some are building wisely and some 
are building foolishly." Note that par
ticular distinction. I'm so glad Jesus 
made the distinction, wise and foolish. 

You see, I am a religionist, and so 
are you. And as religionists we so 
often use religious words like good and 
bad, right and wrong, righteous and 
unrighteous. There are some of you 
who have already assumed some posi
tion. I do not know what particular 
grace you have received which gives 
you this authority, but you have some 
unique ability to separate, even on this 
campus, those who are good and those 
who are bad, those who are righteous 
and those who are not so righteous. 
And you, too, are a trained religionist. 
We tend to set this whole business of 
life down on a basis of right and 
wrong, but Jesus did not in this 
parable. He did not talk about right 
and wrong; He did not talk about good 
and evil; He did not suggest righ
teousness as opposed to unrighteous
ness. He talked about wise and fool
ish as a basis for the building of life, 
and this wise and foolish angle gives 
us a new and refreshing slant on the 
whole question of right and wrong. 

I think it's at this point that we tend 
to be terribly superficial in our un
derstanding of religion. We think of 
religion as something that is imposed 
upon us from the outside. Religion is a 
kind of moral straitjacket that the 
adult world has invented to hinder us 
from the free exercise of our natural 
and happy selves. Perhaps we minis
ters are largely to blame at this point. 
We put the whole thing down on a 
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right and wrong basis, a good and 
evil basis. We talk to our children and 
our young people about being good, 
and when a questioning young person 
asks us, .. Why should I be good?" we 
suspect anyone who would even ask a 
question like that and then we're taken 
back a bit by it. But we do have our 
stock answers, thank goodness, for 
that type of a question. And we en
counter by saying, "Why should you 
be good? Because it is decent and 
respectable to be good, and besides 
bad people go to hell. We ought to be 
good because if we are good we will be 
rewarded in the world to come, and if 
we are bad, we're sure to catch it." 

I think this has been too much the 
traditional approach. Often we've 
never gotten beyond the nursery 
rhyme reason for morality: .. One, two, 
three, four, five, six, seven, all good 
children go to heaven." Why ask any 
question beyond that? And so we fill 
the whole thing so full of news and 
notes that we often succeed in making 
the Christian life negative and unat
tractive and even repelling. And there 
is, not only in Wesleyan circles but I'm 
discovering to my dismay even more 
fully in some vibrant, evangelical, 
Calvinistic circles, a terribly negative, 
legalistic type of religion that is being 
fostered on too many people in our 
day, and it's terribly repelling to me. 

I remember the little boy who was 
eating dessert and what he said il
lustrates my thinking at this very point 
and my reaction to some of these peo
ple and trends I see in modern 
evangelism. He said, .. This dessert 
must be awfully bad for me because it 
tastes so good." That's the sort of 
thing that somehow makes the back
ground of our minds, this idea that 
religion is something to stop us from 
doing what we naturally like to do. 
Well, that may be true in part, but 
we need to get this other slant too. We 
find it all through the Bible and it's in 
this parable, the idea of wisdom as op
posed to folly, the wise man and the 
foolish man. 

I made a little trace last night. Since 
this parable ends up the Sermon on the 
Mount, go through the sermon some
time and see how many common sins 
are listed, sins which are condemned 
by Jesus. Not on a basis that they 
are good or bad, righteous or unrigh
teous, but on the basis that they are 
just not sensible. He speaks, for ex
ample, in the Sermon on the Mount 

about profanity, about using the name 
of God, about swearing by the name of 
Christ to substantiate what you say. 
And Jesus, I discovered, did not con
demn profanity in that sermon on the 
basis of the fact that it was wicked. 
Now it is wicked, don't misunderstand 
me. He condemned it on the basis, 
however, that it just doesn't make 
sense; it's stupid ... Let your yea be 
yea; and let your nay be nay." What's 
the sense of calling on the name of 
God to back some statement that you 
have to make about some trivial thing? 
You can win a debate against profani
ty without calling it evil at all. It is sin
ful, true. But profanity, Jesus said, is 
silly. It's the way foolish people build 
their houses. 

We've been told, likewise, that it 
is sinful to wreck our bodies with 
intemperance, to form habits which 
burn up our bodies, and which dete
riorate our minds. And how many un
fortunate people there are in the 
world who are in the awful grip of such 
habits - alcohol and drug addiction 
- some of the monstrous evils of our 
time. But we haven't described in
temperance if we've written it off as 
being sinful. Even its victims know it's 
sinful. But the tragedy of intemper
ance, according to the Bible, is that 
it's stupid. And when a man comes 
to himself the next morning after a 
night of revelry and debauchery and 
sin, what is the thought of that man? 
He does not wake up saying, "What a 
bad person I have been." He says to 
himself, .. What a fool I have been." 

Then, too, how often we're told it is 
sinful to live a life of moral un
cleanness. And, of course, it is sinful, 
either before marriage or after mar
riage, to let your sexual passions rule 
you and control you and dominate 
your life, to use another person's body 
for your pleasure, to break up a home, 
to bring unhappiness to those you 
love, and a great burden of guilt upon 
yourself. You say, "Reverend, this is 
sinful." Certainly, it's sinful, but that 
doesn't describe it fully. It's also a 
question of sanity. The assassination 
of one's happiness is the sin of a fool, 
the mixed-up mind that has lost touch 
with reality. 

Also the New Testament and the 
Sermon on the Mount tell us a great 
deal about human relationships, about 
how to treat your neighbor as you 
want your neighbor to behave toward 
you. It speaks on getting along with 
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"Goodness is love in action, love with 
its hand to the plow, love with the 
burden on its back. It is love carrying 
medicine to the sick, and food for the 
famished. It is love reading the Bible 
to the blind, and explaining the gospel 
to the felon in his cell. It is love at Sun
day school class, or in the school. It is 
love at the hovel-door, or sailing far 
away in the missionary ship. But, 
whatever task it undertakes, it is still 
the same - love following His foot
steps, 'who went about continually do
ing good.' " 

Good is possible only as the Holy 
Spirit has freedom to work it out 
through our lives. As the old nature is 
changed and we receive the new 
nature, goodness becomes the fruit of 
the Holy Spirit. Education does not 
make people good. Over half of 
Hitler's high command were highly 
educated. Most had their masters' 
degrees and several their doctorates. 
These are the men who practiced 

genocide, devised mass murder meth
ods, injected children with TB germs 
and watched them die, and had the 
furnaces built to burn millions of peo
ple. 

Goodness is the result of the new life 
within and not the result of self
struggle, the notion that we are essen
tially good, the attempt to make a list 
of whether we do more good things 
than bad, or a matter of good inten
tions. 

When we see that any goodness we 
do is through God at work in us 
through His Holy Spirit, we will not 
boast or pretend something we are 
not. We will only thank God that He 
has given us spiritual eyes and the de
sire to be His person, doing His work 
in the world. # 

John M. Drescher pastors the Men
nonite Church in Scottdale, Penn
sylvania. 

IOE IS LIVING PROOF 

"HI, BOYS! HA VE you heard the 
latest?" 

A group of idlers were seated 
around the stove in the village general 
store, talking about nothing in par
ticular and everything in general. Mr. 
Smith the proprietor was lounging on 
the counter adding a word here and 
there. 

Suddenly the bell over the door 
jingled, as Bill the barber walked in 
and exclaimed with a big grin. "Wait 
'til you hear this! I just heard that Old 
Joe went to the altar over at the tent 
meeting and claims to be saved." 

The entire group burst into a round 
of laughter. "Well," drawled Tom the 
tinker, "he sure won't last long. At the 
first smell of John Barleycorn, he'll 
lose all the religion he ever had." 

Mr. Smith the grocer spoke up, 
"When he pays me the $40 he has 
owed me for the last 20 years I will 
believe he has religion." 

"Take it from me," said Louie the 

Wilfrid E. Moutoux is a general 
evangelist in The Wesleyan Church. 
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loaf er, "you sure will never see that 
forty bucks." 

Harry the hunter added, "I 'II bet 
dollars to doughnuts if you drop over 
to Sam's saloon right now you would 
find Joe sponging drinks as usual." 

Silence suddenly settled over the 
startled group. There at the door stood 
the subject of their recent conversa
tion, Old Joe himself. "Hello, boys," 
greeted Joe; and then with a steady 
step and an assurance seldom seen in 
Joe he strode over to the counter and 
addressed Mr. Smith. "I have come to 
make a confession to you, Mr. Smith. 
You may have heard that I have been 
converted, and I want to fix some of 
the wrongs I have done over the years. 
I haven't forgotten that I have owed 
you a grocery bill for more than 20 
years," continued Joe. "I want to 
straighten things up the best I can. I 
can't pay it all right now. I have two 
dollars I can let you have; and I 
promise to pay you at least a dollar a 
week until the bill is paid. You figure 
how much interest there is on the ac
count and I will do my best." Joe's 
voice broke with a sob as he finished 
his confession. 

The grocer looked like someone had 
given him a beating. With real effort 
he recovered himself enough to say, 
"Yes, Joe, that will be okay with me. 
You do the best you can. Anything 
you can do will be all right. About the 
interest - we will just forget that. 
Glad to hear you got religion. I guess 
we all need more of it." 

Joe stretched out his hand to Mr. 
Smith. "Thank you. God bless you." 
The two men clasped hands in a warm 
handshake. 

Stunned silence reigned over the 
embarrassed idlers. Joe turned to 
them and announced, "I want you 
fellows to know that Jesus Christ has 
set me free from the curse of drink. He 
has given me peace and joy I have 
never known before. I have a new lease 
on life. You won't be seeing me down 
at Sam's saloon anymore. I am a new 
man. God has cleaned me up. I wish 
all of you would seek what I now 
have." With a "God bless all of you," 
Joe turned and walked out of the 
store. 

The grocer was the first to find his 
voice, and exclaimed, "I think I will 
go down to the tent meeting and see 
what's going on." 

A number of the idlers agreed that it 
might be a good idea. Said Harry the 
hunter, "Anything that can do that for 
a man like Joe is worth looking into." 

"Well, you know I always thought 
this 'getting saved business' was a lot 
of baloney. I thought Christians were 
a bunch of phonies. I have changed my 
mind. Joe is living proof that religion 
can change a man and make him 
honest and upright," added Tony the 
timid. 

"That was sure some speech from a 
guy as shy as you, Tony," said Mr. 
Smith with a grin. Then he added, 
"We have seen and heard strange 
things today." 

"We could all do with some of what 
Old Joe has," concluded Sam the 
silent. 

As a result of Joe's confession and 
restitution, there were some new faces 
at the tent meeting that night. During 
the campaign some of the idlers 
sought and found Joe's Christ. 

After hearing some of their testi
monies, in which they mentioned Joe's 
confession to the grocer, the evangelist 
reemphasized the truth that restitu
tion, confession, and testimony are es
sential to the promotion and propaga
tion of the gospel (Luke 19:8). # 
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E)" 'C.lte ':Bapti61K oJ 
~P""9 e_1tiLtlreK 

THE ARTICLES OF RELIGION of 
The Wesleyan Church state under Ar
ticle 18, Baptism, that "baptism is not 
only a sign of profession and mark of 
difference whereby Christians are dis
tinguished from others who are not 
baptized, but it is also a sign of. 
regeneration or new birth. The bap
tism of young children is to be retained 
in the Church" (1972 Discipline, page 
32). This limited definition of baptism 
is a stumbling block to those sincere 
brethren who belong to Christian 
fellowships that for centuries have re
jected infant baptism. 

The Anabaptists, or "re-baptizers," 
beginning ·about 1520, insisted that 
infant baptism had no saving effect 
and therefore · when one personally 
accepted Christ as his Saviour, after 
coming to the age of spiritual account
ability, he must be "re-baptized," 
that is, receive "believer's baptism." 
Since baptismal regeneration was then 
generally believed in and was the 
means by which the multitudes were 
brought into the State churches, the 
Anabaptists suffered great persecu
tion. Their present-day spiritual and 
doctrinal descendants, the Baptists, 
quite rightly hold that "if infant bap
tism is held to impart spiritual life or 
regenerate the soul, then plainly the 
whole of Christ's teaching on the con
ditions of discipleship and the way in~o 
life is rejected and denied. To speak of 
the means of entering the kingdom in 
terms not of moral principles, spiritual 

The Reverend Arthw L. Bray, for 
many years the founder and president 
of the Illinois Conference of The Wes
leyan Methodist Church and now 
serving as pastor of the Broadview 
( Illinois) Wesleyan Church, presented 
this paper to the Northern Illinois 
District at the Ministerial Convention. 
The editor believes that it fairly 
presents the Wesleyan view, though he 
agrees with Mr. Bray that this or
dinance as we practice it should not 
separate us from the fellowship of 
Christians who believe otherwise. 
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ideals, and the direction of the will, 
but of rites and ceremonies or initia
tion performed upon those incapable 
of apprehension or response, is to 
leave far behind us the whole message 
of Jesus" (Christian Baptism, Judson 
Press, edited by A. Gilmore, pages 
101-102). . 

If baptism is the "sign of regenera
tion or new birth" wrought in the 
believer by repentance and saving 
faith, how can we possibly defend the 
directive of The Wesleyan Discipline 
that "the baptism of young children is 
to be retained in the Church"rSince 
we know that the infant or young child 
cannot consciously sin and immediate
ly "repent and believe" on the Lord 
Jesus and thus be "born again," how 
can we baptize the child? As a solution 
to this problem, the ritual section of 
The Wesleyan Discipline (paragraph 
160 I, 1972 edition) provides a dedica
tion ritual for those "parents or guard
ians (who) desire to dedicate their 
child without the sacrament of bap
tism." 

We could more easily understand 
the disciplinary directive, "the bap
tism of young children is to be retained 
in the Church," if in 1968 the Article 
of Religion on baptism had been taken 
from the Manual of the Church of the 
Nazarene (Articles of Faith, XIII) 
which reads, "We believe that Chris
tian baptism is a sacrament signifying 
acceptance of the benefits of the 
atonement of Jesus Christ to be ad
ministered to believers as declarative 
of their faith in Jesus Christ as their 
Saviour, and full purpose of obedience 
in holiness and righteousness. Baptism 
being the symbol of the New Testa
ment, young children may be baptized, 
upon request of parents or guardians 
who shall give assurance for them of 
necessary Christian training." 

"The benefits of the atonement of 
Christ," is the key phrase for un
derstanding the right, privilege, and 
joy of administering Christian baptism 
to infants and young children. Infant 
baptism is thus a sign of the parents' 
public testimony that they believe the 

merits of Christ's atonement avail for 
their child until the age of spiritual ac
countability, that is, until the child 
knows the will of God and deliberately 
commits willful sin. Infant baptism is 
also the seal of the covenant which 
parents enter into with God as they 
promise to bring the child up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
Those sincere Christian parents who 
merely dedicate their child to God are 
inadvertently omitting a testimony to 
their faith in the atonement of Christ 
and His provisions for young and old. 

Do I hear someone ask, "Do you in
fer that without baptism, the infant is 
not covered by the merits of the atone
ment and would be lost?" Absolutely 
not! For Jesus said, "Suffer the little 
children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not; for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven" (Mark 10: 14). Little ones 
come to us from the creative hand of 
God. The psalmist David said, "Thou 
hast formed my reins; thou hast knit 
me together in my mother's womb" 
(Psalm 139: 13, margin). But it is also 
true that "the wicked are estranged 
from the womb; they go astray as soon 
as they be born, speaking lies." Even 
babies, before they learn to speak, 
learn to deceive. They can yell as if 
they needed changing, were stuck with 
safety pins, or hadn't been fed for a 
week, when all they really want is to 
be continually held and played with. 
And as the early years quickly pass, no 
one has to teach them to be naughty, 
to tell lies, to be disobedient. As a 
Christian father facing the blazing, 
angry eyes of a defiant two-year-old, I 
have been glad that the atonement 
availed for my child until he would be 
old enough to understand the plan of 
salvation for himself. 

As the believer's baptism testifies 
that the blood of Jesus avails for the 
believer, so the parent who presents 
his child for infant baptism testifies 
that the atonement avails for his child 
until the age of accountability. Since 
no one can tell when that time arrives, 
it is imperative for us to lead our 
children to personally . repent and 
believe and receive Christ as soon as 
they can comprehend what the great 
decision means. Thus, those who pre
sent their children for infant baptism 
are testifying that it is a sign of 
prevenient grace, which ·John Wesley 
taught was graciously given by God in 
his sovereignty until one could avail 
himself of saving grace. 

Prevenient (Latin - "that which 
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which comes from a free and innocent 
heart. 

The writer has told us of her pure 
moral chiuacter, but we see her digni
ty clearly manifested later when she 
saw Isaac walking in the fields. As was 
the custom for modest women, she 
veiled her face and alighted from her 
camel to wait with dignity for Isaac to 
come to her. In spite of her boundless 
energy and her happy excitement, she 
conducted herself with a marvelous 
reserve as she waited for Isaac to take 
her to himself as his wife. Rebekah 
was well trained in her domestic 
duties. She had disciplined herself to 
faithfully carry out her household 
tasks. And so often an outer discipline 
reflects a well-ordered inner state. She 
was a woman who had held her pas
sions in check, and her tasteful 
conduct reflected her maidenly purity. 

III. The Added Touch of Unbounded 
Faith 

After the servant had given Re
bekah the fine gifts and had made 
plans to visit her home, she ran to her 
mother's dwelling and told her all that 
the stranger had said. This swift flight 
to her mother makes us think that this 
was certainly not the first time they 
had discussed Rebekah's marriage 
dreams. This was a subject that had 
occupied her thoughts quite a lot in re
cent years. We find it easy to imagine 
that she often prayed fervently that 
God might guide her in the meeting of 
the right marriage partner. She fully 
believed that God would open an op
portunity for her in His own time. 

Thus, when the servant asked her if 
she would return with him then or 
wait for ten days, Rebekah quickly 
answered, "I will go now." Her quick 
decision was not from an overanxious 
heart. It was the expression of certain
ty which came from such a close com
munion with God that when she heard 
His voice, she confidently acted with a 
faith that was sure of its rightness. The 
life of faith does not always bring such 
clear answers, but it always brings an 
answer. 

But the inspiring thing about this 
faith of Rebekah's is that it is not the 
weak, ordinary kind. There is an 
added touch to it which shows a 
glorious dependence upon God. It was 
a great faith which led her to leave the 
home she loved to give herself to a 
man she had never seen, even if this 
was the custom. It took heroic faith 
for her to sacrifice herself to a man 
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whom she knew to have an illustrious 
lineage, but whose personality might 
not be at all suitable to appreciate her 
free and happy spirit. This was no flip
pant casting of herself upon the mercy. 
of the fates; this is a serious and trust
ful act of dependence upon God. His 
providence would not lead her astray. 
God was faithful to her trust, for 
although she had no idea of Isaac's 
character, she freely yielded herselfto 
God's knowledge of what he needed in 
her. And so she came to him, a man 
she had never seen, to a land she had 
never known. And she found in him a 
princely man whom she could respect 
and love, and he found in her a 
helpmeet singularly adapted to com
plement his quiet, meditative char
acter. This is faith with an added 
touch. This is unbounded faith which 
risks one's life to God's unfailing 
guidance. 

Rebekah's life had that added touch 
of grace which made her unselfish, un
blemished, and undoubting. She had 
that winsome quality which shines in 
the child of God. 

A chaplain in the war also had this 
added touch of grace from God. As he 
was passing over the battlefield, he 
saw a wounded soldier. He had a Bible 
under his arm, and said to the man, 
"Would you like me to read you 
something from the Bible?" 

The wounded man said, "I am so 
thirsty, I would rather have a drink of 
water." The chaplain hurried away 
and brought the water. After the man 
had drunk the water, he said, "Could 
you lift my head and put something 
under it?" The chaplain took off his 
overcoat, rolled it up, and tenderly put 
it under the throbbing head. "Now," 
said the man, "if I had something over 
me! I am so cold." The chaplain took 
off his coat and covered the man. Then 
the wounded man said, "For God's 
sake, if there is anything in that book 
that makes a man do for another what 
you have done for me, let me hear it!" 

Let us diligently seek for grace to 
show what wonderful power there is in 
the gesture which adds to the expected 
the surprise and beauty and love of the 
unexpected extra touch. # 

Ere,oi,, lo, Oodlin,,, 

ONCE I WAS carrying a burden in 
life that was very heavy for me. 

I held it determinedly, for I believed 
that to put it down would be unchris
tian. But I did not carry it joyfully. To 
me there was no joy in it, only duty 
and drudgery. Sometimes I carried 
it hesitantly, dragging my feet; 
sometimes complainingly, stumbling 
along; and occasionally angrily - just 
a little. 

One day after listening to my many 
groans at the heaviness of my burden, 
the Lord spoke to me. Oh, the ten
derness of His voice when He said, 
"The measure of your success for Me 
is the grace with which you carry your 
burden." 

In what a different light I saw it 
then! Just the fact that I was carrying 
the burden was not sufficient. It was 
my attitude toward carrying it that 
made my work acceptable or unaccept-

By Ruth Talia England 

able to Him. 
I thought of certain women of the 

world who, through acceptance of 
heavy physical burdens as a part of 
their way of life, and much practice, 
have learned to carry heavy loads by 
placing them above everything else -
squarely on top of their heads. They 
develop such grace of movement and 
poise of balance that they are beau
tiful. 

How much we need to cultivate the 
graceful movement of joy. and to exer
cise our souls in tender compassion so 
that we may learn balance and poise in 
carrying our daily burdens. 

"The ransomed of the Lord shall 
. . . come to Zion with songs and 
everlasting joy upon their heads: they 
shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away" 
(Isaiah 35: 10).-From "The Alliance 
Witness." Used by permission. 
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making process permits us to confront 
unprecedented moral dilemmas with
out frenzy. For instance, the nurses 
who will confront life-and-death deci
sions need a standard against which to 
measure their decisions. Is the timing 
of life and death utterly in the hands of 
God, or are there circumstances, such 
as in the case of an insufferable termi
nal disease, when God has given the 
decision to human beings? Then, they 
need to put a value or a sanction upon 
their standard. Is it right or wrong to 
defer the medication or turn off the 
machine on a human vegetable? What
ever the decision, they will have to ac
cept the consequences. Can you live 
with yourself once you make a life
?,nd-death decision? Can you face the 
death decision? Can you face the 
family? Can you stand the scrutiny of 
the judgment of God as revealed in 
His Word? 

While this may be an extreme case, 
the ethical process is the same wheth
er you are a nurse struggling with eu
thanasia or a citizen weighing your 
vote on capital punishment. The miss
ing question on your final examina
tion is now before you. Have you 
developed, or are you developing the 
ethical standards, the values of right 
and wrong, and the willingness to 
accept the consequences for the moral 
decisions that you as an informed 
Christian will have to make? If God 
can trust you with these decisions, He 
may well ask you to follow His Son to 
some lonely outpost where prayers do 
not seem to be answered, but where 
worlds are changed. 

Third, you will have to demonstrate 
to the world the meaning of personal 
wholeness and Christian community. 
Every sign points to the intensification 
of the social forces that have tended to 
atomize our personalities, splinter our 
homes, and polarize our communities. 

Mary Wells Lawrence, one of the 
most powerful advertising personali
ties in the world who painted Braniff 
airplanes in pastel colors and made 
"I can't believe I ate the whole thing" 
a household word, said that adver
tisers are already tooling up for sell
ing their products to you in 1985. 
Today, you are part of the Pepsi 
Generation. Youth between the ages 
of 14 and 25 are in the majority in 
our population, so millions of dollars 
are spent on ads which emphasize 
"young," "now," "clean," and 
"sexy." 
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In 1984, you will still be part of the 
majority, but then between the ages of 
25 and 39. In assessing that future 
market, Mrs. Lawrence says that the 
ads will emphasize "affluence," "self
ishness," "individualism," and "fam
ilies" in which children are petted more 
than loved. As bizarre as her predic
tions may sound, they are only exten
sions of current trends. Each of us will 
be subtly and· severely tested by the 
forces that are pulling us apart. If 
Mary Wells Lawrence is right, the 
primary thrust of our Christian wit
ness in 1985 may not be creeds or pro
fessions, but the demonstrable evi
dence that we are "whole persons" and 
part of a community of believers to 
whom the world looks and exclaims, 
"Behold, how they love one another." 

A short time ago in Washington, 
D.C., I met God's man of the future 
who had it all together. After a 
meeting at the National Science F oun
dation, I tried to hail a cab. If you've 
ever had that experience in Washing
ton or New York, you'll know what 
I mean when I say that I was ecstatic 
when a driver crossed the lanes to 
pick me up. As the cab approached, 
I noticed a ··no smoking" sign in the 
front window. When I got in, the driv
er caught my attention. He was a thin 
and elderly bla<.:k man, dressed in a 
green suit coat, white shirt, black tie, 
black pants, and a chauffeur's cap. His 
posture was erect, and he had both 
arms straight out to grip the top of the 
steering wheel. I looked around and 
down to see what had to be the clean
est, neatest cab in the world. So I said, 
··May I compliment you for having 
the cleanest cab I've ever been in?" 

"Thank you," he answered. "I'm 
very proud of my cab. I like to hear it 
run smoothly and I like to keep it 
clean. In fact, I apologize for the mud 
on the floor, but I just came through a 
rainstorm." 

With spirits being lifted by his sim
ple dignity, I asked, "What do you 
like about being a cabbie?" 

"Oh, I enjoy meeting all kinds of 
people. But you know, I've been 
driving a cab for 43 years and not a 
day goes by except I see something 
new along the road that I've never 
seen before." 

The pext question jumped right out 
of me. "You have to be a Christian!" I 
said. 

"I wouldn't be anything else," he 

confirmed. "Just before I picked you 
up, I was telling God how good He's 
been to me. He's let me live to be 
65. I have 8 children, 20 grandchil
dren, a small house on which I only 
owe $4,000. I know what love is. I 
wouldn't be anything else!" 

Believe it or not, a cab became a 
cathedral. When we reached our des
tination, he turned around with his 
hand out - not for the money, but 
with the words, "Let me shake your 
hand." For the first time in my life, a 
penny-pinching Scotsman told him to 
keep a dollar's change and I walked 
buoyantly away saying to myself, "I 
have met a man of God." He was a 
whole person, oozing dignity, making 
an altar of the commonplace, com
muning with his God, loving his fami
ly, and reaching out across racial lines 
to renew my spirit. If the Lord grants 
favors in heaven, I would be most 
honored to play the fanfare when he 
walks through the gates. 

Education for exiles? Perhaps the 
term is wrong. I'm talking about in
formed and responsible Christians 
who will be bold, rather than banished. 
I have called you and your college to 
account for the quality of your learn
ing - not from the standpoint of en
trance into advanced programs, grade 
point averages, or career placement -
but as a boot camp for guerrilla war
fare. Do you have the knowledge of 
Christian doctrine with which you can 
challenge blatant falsehood or subtle 
sub-Christianity from a minority posi
tion? More than that, can you put 
that doctrine into practice through a 
decision-making process that will be 
your moral witness even when you 
stand alone? Finally, then, have you 
put yourself as a person in relationship 
to the other members of the body of 
Christ so that even the stranger you 
meet in a revolving door may spot the 
difference? 

Strong in truth, consistent in prac
tice, and whole in person - qualities 
of the future Christian, but not unlike 
the expectations that another teacher 
had for his student who would also 
have to witness as an individual in a 
hostile world. Paul said to Timothy, 
"All Scripture is inspired by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, for training in righ
teousness, that the man of God may be 
completely equipped for every good 
work." God grant that you will be 
among the bold, not the banished. # 
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uncertainty. We have tried to fill in for 
these anxieties and frustrations by 
trying many different paths. 

First, we tried the path of political 
freedom to guarantee us peace and 
happiness. Then we tried the education 
path, and many put their entire faith in 
this one. Political freedom and educa
tion together - definite success, we 
said. Finally, has come the higher 
standards of living path and all of us 
feel or have felt that this one will 
automatically carry us upward into 
happiness and give us an inner peace, 
satisfaction, and wholeness. 

Are these three things really the 
answer? We in America have the 
most educated and fastest technology 
growth climate which has ever existed. 
We are praised for our technological 
advancements and our high standards 
of living. The "American way of life," 
as we call it, has it truly made us hap
py and content? Has it brought us the 
joy and satisfaction and given us the 
answer to the reason for living which 
we are all seeking? I don't believe it 
has. 

I'm not saying that these are not 
pleasant, noble achievements, that we 
should not be proud of them. We 
should be very proud, and we should 
enjoy these advancements to the 
fullest. But we should not make them 
the sole center of our lives, excluding 
all else. We cannot establish them as 
life's pinnacle because, as our own ex
perience tells us, once we reach the 
next plateau, another one crops up to 
replace it. 

Short-term goals and objectives are 
good and healthy, but they should not 
be the end we are seeking. They can 
and should be means to an end, a by
product of a bigger and more impor
tant goal, namely, to open your life to 
the teachings of Jesus Christ and to 
allow Him to give you guidance and 
direction, as found in the Bible, 
through the power of His Holy Spirit. 

We, as future leaders, must ask two 
basic questions, two that we all ask 
ourselves when we do our business 
planning. Where are we right now and 
where are we going? 

As I see it, based on my travels at 
home and overseas, we are the great
est, strongest, most affluent and high
ly educated nation that has ever ex
isted. We are crammed full of knowl
edge, we have material wealth be
yond belief, our technology and life
styles are unequaled; but we are also a 
nation of empty people, our souls 
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create a spiritual vacuum within us 
and drain our character from us. 

We complain that our employees 
and our children have all lost their 
drive, their push, their willingness to 
really work and get ahead. I continual
ly hear executives and managers say 
that they don't know what's the matter 
with their people, their kids: they don't 
want to make an effort, they just want 
everything handed to them. 

We, as executives, managers, and 
fathers, seem to miss the point that we 
ourselves, our employees, and our 
children are actually one-third empty 
inside. We have the education and 
technological skills in us and we have a 
job or hobbies, but somehow we are 
not filled with the Spirit that makes 
work a joy. We are not filled with the 
self-determination that makes pushing 
ahead for achievements a pleasure. 
Why are we so empty? I feel it is 
because we don't know where we have 
come from, why we are really here, or 
where we are going in the future. 

We, as a people in America, get 
bored sometimes; it's only natural. 
But the boredom and this dangerous 
apathy which is settling over America 
today and paralyzing the hearts and 
minds of people is one of the sure ways 
to measure a person's inner emptiness. 
It will tell you exactly how empty your 
inner spirit and soul really is. A person 
who is totally bored with his job, his 
life, and country is living and working 
in a vacuum. His soul is a vacuum. 

And what happens to a vacuum? It 
gets filled mighty fast. Our own hu
man nature will fill a vacuum which 
is created within us with deadly speed. 
Unconcern for others, violence, hate, 
greed, lust, etc., can find no place in 
the heart of a person who is filled with 
the Spirit of God, but they flow with 
the greatest ease into the minds and 
hearts of those people who are empty 
and waiting. Nature abhors a vacuum, 
so it is up to us individually to deter
mine how we are going to fill our 
souls. 

So here we are in 1974, a nation of 
empty people. We have tried to fill 
ourselves with science and education, 
with better living and pleasure, with 
the many other things we thought we 
wanted, but I think we are still one
third empty. 

We are one-third empty because 
God, our Creator, made us in His im
age and for himself; and we shall never 
find completeness and fullness within 
ourselves as long as we are separated 

from a personal relationship and fel
lowship with Him. 

In Luke 4:4 Jesus told us that, "man 
shall not live by bread alone" but we 
have not listened and understood. We 
have continued to stuff ourselves with 
breads of every description to fill our 
searching. We have stuffed ourselves 
until we are sick. 

Many of us in our quiet moments 
cannot stand the terrible emptiness in
side ourselves, we cannot look at the 
lonely desolate road which seems to be 
ahead. Life without God and His prin
ciples just doesn't make sense today. 
We must be able to establish a 
relationship with Him because we can
not even explain our own purpose for 
existence without Him. 

That is why so many young people 
have turned to occult groups, sex, 
drugs (pot, speed, and alcohol are all 
included). Today, in the United States 
alone we consume over 35,000,000 
sleeping pills, we make over 600 
different types of tranquilizers, and 
kill over 110,000 people a year because 
of alcohol. It is a fact that over 450,-
000 young people between the ages of 
9 and 18 are to some degree addicted 
to alcohol today. 

We all recognize that our world has 
changed drastically since the early 
1900s. We are constantly made aware 
of the increased tempo of life, of the 
spirit of revolution that is wiping out 
our long-standing traditions and land
marks,. of the speed with which 
fashions, customs, technology, politi
cal ideals and codes, religious ideals, 
and our ways of thinking and liv
ing are being altered and changed. 
But, you know, with all of this prog
ress, man has not really solved the 
basic problems he has always been 
faced with. There is nothing new about 
our troubles; they are the same old 
ones which have always plagued us 
since the beginning of time, only they 
seem more magnified and more abun
dant. They may have come upon us in 
new ways, they seem to give us sharper 
pains and deeper anguish; but basical
ly we are facing the same temptations, 
trials, and testings that have always 
conf rooted us. 

Several weeks ago the Senate pro
claimed April 30, 1974, as a National 
Day of Humiliation, Fasting, and 
Prayer which was originally written by 
one of America's greatest statesmen 
and leaders - Abe Lincoln. Unfortu
nately, for our nation's spirit and mo
rale the proclamation died in a House 
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Treasurer: Raymond C. Dean 
Significant gains: Gain of 1.5 percent in 

full membership and payment of 79 per
cent in USF. Two new churches organized 
- Mount Clemens and Waterford. 

The campground property at Gaines 
was sold and 150 acres was pu'rchased at 
Vassar on Lake Odessa. The development 
of the grounds is proceeding according to 
schedule. The camp meeting was held in a 
tent with dormitory and trailer space avail
able. 

A district ministerial scholarship was 
authorized to be known as "The Osborn 
Scholarship Fund" in honor of the Rever
end and Mrs. A. F. Osborn, respected and 
esteemed members of the district. 

The fiscal year was changed to the calen
dar year. 

Ordained: Richard Dean, Gary Powell, 
Jacob Schwartzkoph, and David Stanfest. 

Indiana South 
General Superintendent: Virgil A. 

Mitchell 
District Superintendent: Chester M. 

Swayzee 
Assistant Superintendent: 0. W. Willis 
Secretary: Everett Freels 
Treasurer: Kendall H. Hayhurst 
A new district parsonage was construct

ed on the campground consisting of a 
living room, family room, dining room
kitchen, two family bedrooms, three self
contained guest rooms for use by evange
lists and visitors, combination office and 
conference room. This Bedford stone
paneled building contains 3,700 square 
feet, is carpeted throughout, electrically 
heated and air-conditioned. Savings ef
fected in labor costs enabled completion of 
the building at a cost of $36,000. The dis
trict parsonage at Bedford was sold along 
with the parsonage of the full-time assis
tant district superintendent. An eight
room brick home with full basement was 
purchased in Orleans for the assistant su
perintendent. 

New church and parsonage were pur
chased by Madison Calvary, an educa
tional unit dedicated at Marengo, and ex
tensive improvements made by the A us
tin, Birdseye, Boonesville, Forest Hills, 
and Greenwood Terre Haute churches. 
North Side Terre Haute was able to burn 
its mortgage in eight years. 

Conference publication, The Indiana 
Wesleyan, was begun during the year. A 
minimum cash salary of $125 per week 
was recommended with a 50 percent in
crease to cover inflation increases. Church
es unable to pay full-time salaries were 
urged to increase salaries IO percent per 
year in an effort to reach the minimum sal
ary level. Steps were taken to improve 
collection of district and general USF obli
gations. 

Ordained: Dale Chisenhall, Keith Hin
ton, and Mark Murphy. 
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Kentucky 
General Superintendent: Melvin H. Sny-

der 
District Superintendent: Paul Ebright 
Assistant Superintendent: A. L. Sypolt 
Secretary: Gordon Tilley 
Treasurer: Lewis Frank Webb 
Secretary of Extension and Evangelism: 

Ralph Tromble 
Secretary of World Missions: Kathleen 

Ebright 
Significant gains: The Women's Mis

sionary Society showed a 6 percent gain in 
active membership and a phenomenal 54 
percent gain in missionary support. 

Ordained: Warren Gibbs. 

Penn-.J ersey 
General Superintendent: J. D. Abbott 
District Superintendent: J. R. Mitchell 
Assistant Superintendent: George R. 

Harris 
Secretary: W. Earl Watts 
Treasurer: John Wiktorchik 
Voted to approve boundary change to 

include in the Penn-Jersey District the 
Haitian work which was organized on 
January 27, 1974, in Nyack, New York. 

Authorized employment of a full-time 
district director of Christian Education. 

Paid 88.4 percent of USF apportion
ment. 

Sunday school enrollment stands at 7 ,-
410 and total membership at 3,255. 

Honored two elders for long and effec
tive service in the ministry within the dis
trict by presenting a Bible and check for 
$150 to each - the Reverend Marlin 
Hain, 31 years; and the Reverend Lodge 
W. Chappell, 33 years. 

During the conference the King's 
Daughters (ministers' wives) and the dis
trict ministers on the occasion of the for
tieth wedding anniversary made a surprise 
presentation to the Reverend and Mrs. J. 
R. Mitchell of a money tree and a ruby
tinted pitcher and a glass set embossed in 
gold with the words "40th anniversary." 

Ordained: Wayne Dunlap and Scott 
Weldon. 

Southern Illinois 
General Superintendent: Virgil A. 

Mitchell 
District Superintendent: Jesse V. Tewell, 

Sr. 
Assistant Superintendent: Orville M. 

Awe 
Secretary: James Taylor 
Treasurer: Lawrence A. Butts 
Significant gains: Collected 85.5 percent 

of USF. Met for the first time on the new 
campground near Oblong. This 15-acre 
plot has been developed at a cost of $150,-
000. 

The Oblong Church was completed and 
dedicated and a nine-room parsonage built 

with a double garage. West Frankfort pur
chased a more adequate parsonage. Other 
churches made extensive repairs and 
changes. Plans were made to begin a new 
church in the district. 

District Superintendent Orville Awe 
served the district for seven years, and his 
work was deeply appreciated. 

Texas 
General Superintendent: Robert W. Mc

Intyre 
District Superintendent: C. Wesley 

Lovin 
Assistant Superintendent: Joe C. Saw-

yer 
Secretary: Bruce Lecates 
Treasurer: Albert Green 
(See article on page 14, "Texas-size 

Gains.") 

Virginia 
General Superintendent: Melvin H. Sny

der 
District Superintendent: Paul A. Wheel

er 
Assistant Superintendent: Edwin 8. 

Wallace 
Secretary: J. A. Howard 
Treasurer: B. J. Jones 
Secretary of Extension and Evangelism: 

Charles S. King 
Secretary of World Missions: Raymond 

8. Powers, Jr. 
Significant gains: a 3 percent gain in full 

membership and a 3 percent gain in total 
membership. Paid USF 100 percent. 

Feeling the call of God to the pastorate, 
District Superintendent W. N. Miller, who 
has served the Virginia District most 
acceptably for six years, resigned the 
superintendency. Paul A. Wheeler, his 
assistant, was elected to fill the vacancy. 

Ordained: Wayne Bohannon. 

New Arrival 
Born to the Reverend and Mrs. Stephen 

Babby, assistant pastors of the Skyline 
Wesleyan Church, Lemon Grove, Califor
nia, a daughter, Laurel Katherine, on June 
6, 1974. 

Revival at Houston (Texas) Church 
God gave us a wonderful revival with the 

Reverend J. L. Newell, pastor of the Cor
pus Christi (Texas) Church, serving as 
evangelist. From the beginning the services 
were blessed of God. There were 17 seekers 
in five days, 15 came forward for justifica
tion and two for entire sanctification. On 
Sunday afternoon, a man who had been 
backslidden for 20 years came to me and 
prayed through on the back porch. The 
results linger. All praise to God. - Gary 
Rummel, pastor. 
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Editorial ... 

Restore Unto Me 
The joy of recovery is second only to the thrill of dis

covery. 
There came a moment in David's life when he discov

ered God, or rather, when God found him. That was a glo
rious moment of discovery - of peace, joy, love, strength. 
The Davidic Psalms open to us David's heart, the heart of a 
man perfectly satisfied with God. 

But there came a sad moment when David lost God -
God's favor, peace, forgiveness. In an ungoverned surge of 
desire, David transgressed the laws of God and violated the 
personal and social sanctities of married life. 

For months, or years, he remained a backslider. How 
did he feel? Day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my 

· moisture is turned into the drought of summer (Ps. 32:4). 
He who had lived in the light of God's countenance felt the 
deep gloom of God's displeasure. All life's joys turned into 
miseries. He dwelt in a desert of unhappiness. 

Then he began to pray, to confess his sin. After admit
ting that he had no excuse for his crime, David cast himself 
utterly on God's mercy and begged for the cancellation of 
guilt, for cleansing from the pollution of sin. Remembering 
the glorious past of God's favor, he earnestly petitioned, Re
store unto me the joy of thy salvation (Ps. 51: 12). 

How many of us Christians need a restoration! Permit 
me to suggest some prayers for the return of God's favor. 

Restore unto me the joy of sins forgiven. The joy of par
don from a dozen cluttering debts I owe to God and tooth
ers. It would seem so good to have as clear a conscience as I 
had when I first trusted Christ. To have a heart unburdened 
of guilt and singing with joy. 

Restore unto me the innocence of my spiritual child
hood. The days when I looked on everyone and everything 
with eyes of wonder and appreciation. Life was simple and 
happy because it was not distrustful and disillusioned. Then 
I did not try to figure everything out; I rested in God. 

Restore unto me simple faith in Jesus. The woman who 
said, If I may but touch the hem of His garment, had that 
faith and received from Jesus abounding health. I know that 
faith in Jesus' love and power will accomplish more than all 
my frantic and self-confident efforts. 

Restore unto me the ordered quietness of a temperate 
life. Strong words and temptation to intemperance beat 
against my soul. Temptations to idle or boastful words, to 
chief seats at the feast, to cater to the fading applause of 
men. Yet these only disquiet my soul. 

Restore unto me the spontaneous witness. My forced 
words of witness testify against me. If my heart is filled 
again with this joy, I shall speak of Thy grace with ease and 
with courage. Water flows easily from an artesian 
well.-GEF 
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STOP THE PRESS 

MISSIO.N 
RELATED 
NEWS 

COLOMBIA 

General Department of World Missions-Robert N. Lytle, General Secretary 

SWITZERLAND 
A bus-car accident in front of the Gerona 
Mission in Medellin caused two large mission
owned electrical transformers to fall to the 
ground amidst sparks and explosions. For 
two and one-half days the publishing house 
was shut down due to lack of power. 

CRAPO ILLNESS 
Continued prayer is urged for Miss Pearl 
Crapo, who has been in the hospital at Ber
rien Springs, Michigan, on a sick leave from 
Haiti. 

JAPAN 
The Reverend Benjamin.Saoshiro, who heads 
the missionary outreach of the Immanuel Gen
eral Mission in Japan, plans to visit· our Wes
leyan work in Papua New Guinea in November 
to study the possibilities <>f sending Japanese 
missionar-ies to that land. 

OVER $30.00 .PER MEMBER 
The Atlantic District reported $84,000 sent to 
headquarters for world missions this past 
conference year--the highest amount in their 
history. 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA -----·--------Michael Somare, Chief Minister of Papua New 
Guinea, has stated that independence will not 
be declared until the constitution is accepted 
by the House of Assembly. There is a positive 
feeling toward the indep_endence, although it 
may not, r:naterialize before March or April. 

AUSTRALIA 
T-he coll~e gospel team is active in ev~nge
listic me~tings in the Melbourne area. In . 
fact the whol~ college program is an inspira
tion to the district, says· District Superin
tendent Carnell. 

SJERRA LEONE 
Wesleyans have begun a pioneer work in the 
capital city of Freetown. Pray for success in 
this strategic center·. 

September 2, 1974 

Readers are called to watch for The Lausanne 
Covenant which came out of the International 
Congress on World Evangel ization. Part of 
the introduction reads, "We are deeply stirred 
by what God is doing in our day, moved to 
penitence by our failures, and challenged by 
the unfinished task of evangelization. 11 

MEXICO 
Several men with their pastor wer.ejailed re
cenUy while attempting to hold a village ser
vice. Others coming to visit and help were 
also jailed. A second incident of imprison
ment occurred in another town where eight 
men were taken from their homes at'seven in 
the morning because they had accepted Christ 
as Saviour. Within a few hours they wer·e 
released through the efforts of theit;" pastor. 
A clear testimony accompanied courageous 
suffering. 

PERU 
Annual conference had an average attendance 
of 150 and included reports of grQwth on the 
1,400-member district. The high point of the 
conference was the ordination of two outstand
ing young men. 

THE PHILIPPINES 
YES Corps volunteers, working with Filipino 
youth, ran out of literature after handing out 
over 50,000 tracts and gospel portions within 
two weeks. 

JAMAICA 
Following a wonderful revival at the Ricketts 
River Church, 22 persons are in the new 
converts class. Confessions, forgiveness, 
and victory characterized this reviv~I. 

ZAMBIA 
Choma students who witnessed in nearby 
churches have been used of God to see con
versions. One Sunday two girl students 
testified and 17 found victory. 

(353) 13 



















September 16, 1974 

3 Why Christian Colleges Become Secular 
By Lawrence R. Schoenhals 

5 Covetousness 
By George E. Failing 

6 A New Day for Christian Music, Part II 
By William J. Petersen 

7 Calvinism and Arminianism Together Utter 
the Perfect Truth 

By A. A. Hodge 

7 Another Dark Age Already Begunl 

8 "I Married Sixty Couples in One Day" 
By Gertrude Holtman 

12 The Church Board: What Is Its Functionl 
By a Concerned Pastor 

13 The Rainbow 
By W. E. I. Blackett 

DEPARTMENTS: Editorial, 2; General Superintendents, 4; 
World Missions, 10; Extension and Evangelism, 14; Educational 
Institutions, Sunday Schools, Youth, 15; General News, 16; 
Church News, 17; Book Reviews, 18. 

EDITOR 
George E. Failing 

EDITORIAL ASSISTANT 
Mrs. Alberta Metz 

PUBLISHER 
Raymond J. Halt 

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS: General Superintendents J. D. Abbott / RobPrt W. 
McIntyre / Virgil A. Mitchell / Melvin H. Snyder 

Official organ of The Wesleyan Church, a· magazine formed in July 1968 by the 
merger of The Wesleyan Methodist, published since 1842, and the Pilgrim Holiness 
Advocate, published since 1901. Published fortnightly by the Wesleyan Publishing 
House at Marion, Indiana 46952. Second-class postage paid at Marion, Indiana. 
Signed articles present the views of the writers. Unsolicited articles are appreciated 
and will be reviewed, but cannot be acknowledged or returned unless a self
addressed and stamped envelope is enclosed with the manuscript. All rights 
reserved. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS:· U.S. an~ Canada: $4.00 per year; two years: $7.00; three years: 
$10.00. Students: $3.00. Other countries add $1.00 per year. THE WESLEYAN 
ADVOCATE, Wesleyan World, and Wind to one address for one year: $7.SO. Club 
rate, 2S or more to one address: $3.25. For change of address, please give both new 
and old addresses. Allow four weeks for change to be made. Address editorial com
munications and requests for advertising to George E. Failing, Editor. Send business 
communications, changes of address, and make remittances payable to the 
Wesleyan Publishing House, Box 2000, Marlon, Indiana 46952. Printed in U.S.A. 

PHOTO CREDITS: Cover, Orville Andrews 
VOLUME 132 

2 (362) 

NUMBER 19 

As We Forgive 
Forgiveness is more than an act; it is an attitude of the 

soul that the Christian always maintains. 
Forgiveness is as constant as love and is inseparable 

from it. In fact, the spirit of forgiveness is evidence of a life 
dedicated to Christ. 

It is not easy for God to forgive us; it cost Him Cal
vary. But forgiveness is hard for men to accept - perhaps 
because it is too humbling to us. 

If we do not forgive others, it becomes impossible to 
accept God's forgiveness. And if we cannot forgive others, 
we cannot forgive ourselves. Forgiveness is a circle which 
cannot be fragmented. 

Do we not re-route ourselves out of the love of God 
when we refuse to forgive? How can we love God while the 
bitter spirit of unforgiveness occupies the heart? Refusal to 
forgive, and the bitterness that always comes with it, can 
drive a person to insanity. 

And how can a person help another to know Jesus if he 
cannot forgive? Only the love of God radiating from a hu
man heart can recommend the Saviour to anyone. The love 
of God can come only through a person. The desire for love 
and forgiveness is awakened by seeing love manifest in a 
person. 

We boast of our tolerance, but is not forgiveness true 
tolerance? Forgiveness enables one to love over, and under, 
and beyond, the grievances and reaches the person. 

Indeed, with love in the heart only rarely does a person 
feel the need to forgive. For with love in his heart, he knows 
nothing to forgive. 

Forgiveness is up-to-date love. Forgiveness is love in 
action. 

Only as we love - and forgive - can people know and 
believe that we walk with Jesus. - GEF 

Who Subscribes to 
THE WESLEYAN ADVOCATE? 

Individuals do, for the most part. Through a subscrip
tion campaign, or by direct mail. 

Churches should; a few do. Pastor A. Dixon Wood, 
Colfax, N. C., informs me that the Colfax Wesleyan 
Church, continuously since 1957, has subscribed for and 
sent our Church periodicals to each member or member 
family. Presently the church is sending 135 Wesleyan Advo
cates, over 90 Wesleyan World and about 50 Wind to its 
membership - paid out of tithes and offerihgs. 

Conferences could. The Reverend Raymond R. Hicks, 
district superintendent of the Georgia District, had the dis
trict treasurer send a check covering subscriptions for 16 
individuals whom the DBA thought ought to be receiving 
THE WESLEYAN ADVOCATE. 

My assignment is to try to edit a magazine worthy of 
the Church and stimulating to read. Your assignment is to 
"sign them up." Together, we will.-GEF 
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THE CHURCH BOARD: 
What Is Its Function? 

WHAT IS THE function of the 
church board? In many respects the 
church board ought to function in the 
same way as a corporation board. Just 
as the corporation board is respon
sible for the progress and health of the 
corporation, so the church board is re
sponsible for the condition of the 
church. If we were to look at our
selves as a corporation board, we 
would be hard put not to think of our
selves as a failure. No corporation 
could "hang in there" with records 
like ours. 

We tend to take some comfort and 
hide behind the fact that ours is a 
spiritual ministry and hence difficult 
to evaluate. Doubtless in the past fif
teen years this church has blessed 
many· people. But the fact still re
mains that the dynamic and growth 
that must be part of a corporation if it 
is to survive is lacking among us. 
Those whom you have hired in the life 
of your church to be your leaders have 
not differed greatly in their total re
sults. Some might feel that if we had a 
Harry Barrigar our problems would 
be solved. Let me point out two things; 
first, Harry is not apt to find himself 
in a church like ours where there is a 
real possibility of a stalemate; he nev
er feels God's call to stay long enough 
for such to develop. The other thing is 
that Harry is working with a new 
group of people who have not yet be
come set in their spiritual ways and 
satisfied with what they have at
tained. Christianity is exciting for 
them and they are on the stretch for 
God; so much so that many are will
ing to give 20 to 40 hours a week after 

* Because this article is of a general 
nature. we felt it appropriate to keep 
the author anonymous. - The Edi
tor. 
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By a Concerned Pastor * 

their normal workweek, and they do 
this gladly along with sacrificial giv
ing. 
· Now God does not call His church 
to a stalemate. A stalemate repre
sents a situation where you have nei
ther the room to move nor the re
sources. But God provides both. If a 
church finds itself in a stalemate, it is 
because it has failed to utilize the di
vine resources and to bring into play 
the problem-solving material at hand. 
As a church board it is our responsi
bility to know why we are failing and 
to discover under God the solution. 

Teamwork is the key to an effective 
church board, or any board. Our 
prayers, our talents, our money, our 
tirne, and creativity should all be di
rected with one purpose in mind. 
Members of a team have a variety of 
gifts to offer. Some play a more con
spicuous role than others, but all are 
important. As a team we are to work 
together; we are not in competition 
with one another. 

Those who study human behavior 
say that "teamwork needs a support
ive environment" if it is to function 
properly. That statement was made in 
reference to business and corpora
tions. How much more is it true of the 
church. And where should you be able 
to find a more "supportive environ
ment" than in the church? Should not 
every member of the board feel that 
they have behind them the support of 
the whole board? We are here to reach 
our community for Christ. We are 
here to function as a team to reach this 
goal, not to shoot down someone else's 
ideas. 

Our purpose is not to fulfill the 
wishes of some individual or some mi
nority, nor even the desires of the ma
jority. Even the majority may need 
help to rethink the purpose and direc
tion in which the body is moving. So 

we must function as a team to lead the 
whole congregation to discover the 
very best God has for us. 

We assume that as members of the 
board we have a deep concern for our 
church and hence for God. We as
sume that we are praying for our 
church and are deeply concerned for 
its spiritual prosperity. We assume 
that we are financially supporting our 
church with tithes and offerings. We 
assume that we are hurting when our 
church is hurting and rejoicing when 
our church is rejoicing. With this sort 
of background we should have the 
most supportive environment there is 
for effective teamwork. We should feel 
free to talk, knowing that while all 
may not agree with us, yet we will be 
heard in love. In fact, we have a re
sponsibility to speak. It is only in this 
way that we as a team will be able to 
look at all the facts and come to a 
decision that will be best for the 
church. It will then be "our decision~' 
and not that of one person. It will then 
be the responsibility of all of us to see 
that the decision is carried out, not just 
of those who especially wanted it. 

Whether we want to or not, we as a 
church board convey to the congrega
tion our unity or lack of it, and it may 
be verbal or nonverbal. One has said, 
"There are few things more divisive 
and undermining than for board mem
bers to criticize the church and one an
other outside of our meetings." Do we 
stop to realize what this does to our 
church fellowship and unity? 

Many times action has been post
poned because we plan to build some
time. We thus live with situations for 
years rather than do something that 
will be changed later. Without intend
ing to do so we may create an atmo
sphere of discouragement and defeat
ism which has seeped throughout the 
whole congregation. There are times 
when to act, even if the action may not 
ultimately be the best decision, is far 
better than not to act. Decisions made 
and supported by the group are abso
lutely necessary for the health of the 
group. Indecision destroys confi
dence, faith, and hope. 

Now this is not a call for reckless 
decision. The team is there to prevent 
that. Through a logical and thorough 
facing of the facts, the team can de
cide what is best for the body. But if 
the decision can serve us effectively for 
only one or two years it can still be 
very worthwhile. Decision-making can 
be postpened indefinitely only to the 
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General Department of Extension and Evangelism 
C. WESLEY LOVIN, General Secretary 

What Is Evangelism? 

Always and everywhere the servants 
of Christ are under orders to evange
lize. It is hoped· that this article will act 
as an incentive to this task. There is in 
Christian circles at the present time 
much heart-searching about ways and 
means of evangelism. 

When Paul told a certain pastor, 
Timothy, to "do the work of an evan
gelist," he was not advising him to 
travel about- the land holding evange
listic meetings. We know this because 
he told him to do certain things which 
shows clearly that he meant for him to 
stay at home. It is quite clear, how
ever, from Ephesians 4: 11 that there is 
an office of the evangelist quite dis
tinct from that of a pastor. What Paul 
was saying, not only to Timothy but to 
all of us, is that evangelism is the task 
of every Christian. 

Present-day needs not only warrant 
but imperatively demand the continu
ance of evangelistic work. Of this 
there can be no question. This is true 
whether we speak of evangelism from 
the standpoint of the pastor or of the 
vocational evangelist or of the indi
vidual Christian. 

Defining evangelism in terms, not of 
a message delivered, but of the effect 
produced in the hearers is a rather 
widespread and persistent habit. We 
usually say evangelism is to so pre
sent the gospel of Jesus Christ through 
the power of the Holy Spirit that the 
hearers will accept Jesus Christ as 
their Saviour. To be sure, this should 
be the purpose of every presentation of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, but to de
fine evangelism in terms of the effect 
achieved in the lives of others (which 
amounts to saying that the essence of 
evangelizing is producing converts) is 
to make our definition too narrow. 

How then should evangelism be de
fined? The New Testament answer is 
very simple. According to the New 
Testament, evangelism is the procla
mation of the gospel, the evangel. It is 
a work of communication in which 
Christians, preachers, or laymen, 
make themselves mouthpieces for 
God's message of mercy to sinners. 
Anyone who faithfully delivers that 
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By Gari Beaver 

message, under whatever circum
stances, in a large meeting, in a small 
meeting, from a pulpit, or in a private 
conversation, is evangelizing. 

There are many ways of bringing 
the gospel before the unconverted. 
There is to start with, the way of per
sonal evangelism, by which Andrew 
won Peter, and Philip won Nathan
ael, and Paul won Onesimus. There is 
the h~me meeting and the group Bible 
study, which we are constantly hear
ing about in these days. Also, and very 
important, there are the regular ser
vices Sunday by Sunday in local 
churches as well as the larger evange
listic campaigns. 

Evangelism should be defined, not 
so much institutionally, in terms of the 
kind of meetings held, but theologi
cally, in terms of what is taught and 
for what purpose. In a word, the evan
gelistic message is the gospel of Christ 
and Him crucified: the message of 
man's sin and God's grace, of human 
guilt and divine forgiveness, of new 
birth and new life through the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. 

To be sure, it is a message about 
God. It must tell who He is, what His 
character is, what His standards are, 
and what He requires of us, His crea
tures. It tells us that we owe our very 
existence to Him, that for good or ill 
we are always in His hands and under 
His eye, and that He made us to wor
ship and serve Him, to show forth His 
praise, and to live for His glory. 

The message is not only about God 
but it is also a message about sin. It 
must tell how man has fallen short of 
God's standard; how he has become 
guilty, filthy, and helpless in sin, and 
as such, stands under the wrath of 
God. The message of the gospel dare 
not stop at this point. It must go on, 
for it is a message about Christ, the 

Son of God incarnate; Christ the 
Lamb of God, dying for sin; Christ the 
risen Lord; Christ the perfect Sav
iour. The New Testament knows only 
a living Christ, and all apostolic 
preaching of the gospel holds up the 
living Christ to men. But the living 
Christ is Christ who died, and He is 
never preached apart from His death 
and from His reconciling power. It is 
the living Christ, with the virtue of His 
reconciling death in Him, who is the 
burden of our message. 

There is still one more ingredient in 
the gospel message. The gospel is a 
summons to repentance and faith. All 
who hear the gospel are summoned by 
God to repent and believe. "God . . . 
commandeth all men every where to 
repent," Paul told the Athenians. In I 
John 3: 23 we read: "This is his com
mandment, That we should believe on 
the name of his Son Jesus Christ." Re
pentance and faith are rendered mat
ters of duty by God's direct com
mand, and hence, impenitence and un
belief are singled out in the New 
Testament as most grievous sins. 

There is therefore, in the last analy
sis, only one method of evangelism: 
namely the faithful presentation and 
application of the gospel message. 
This is the task appointed to all God's 
people everywhere. It is the task of 
communicating the message from the 
Creator to all mankind. The message 
begins with information and ends with 
an invitation. Our task, then, is to go 
to our fell ow men and tell them the 
gospel of Christ and try by every 
means to make it clear to them, to re
move as best we can any difficulties 
that they may find in it, to impress 
them with its seriousness, and to urge 
them to respond to it. This is our abid
ing responsibility; it is a basic part of 
our Christian calling. Christ's com
mand means that we all should be de
voting all our resources of ingenuity 
and enterprise to the task of making 
the gospel known in every possible 
way to every possible person. 

What is evangelism? It is the faith
ful presenting of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ to the unsaved. 
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Editorial ... 

WHAT MEANETH THIS1 

I 
Pentecost cannot be understood without the Crucifixion. This is 

what Peter was telling the crowd who inquired the meaning of the spon
taneous testimony of 120 people who had been simultaneously "filled 
with the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:4). 

I was going to write that God's plan moves inexorably forward. That 
would be true but unnecessary. Rather, God's plan moves gloriously for
ward. 

So it was that when Peter stood before the multitude crowded into 
Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit prompted him to 
quote from Joel, who prophesied about 700 years before Christ. Joel 
wrote it then: "It shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, that I will 
pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh." Joel knew that he was not describ
ing a present or a near-future event. It was to come to pass "in the last 
days." 

Why would it come to pass? Because it was in the determinate coun
sel of God! God planned Pentecost, and the event occurred just as and 
just when He promised. "When the day of Pentecost was fully come, 
they were all with one accord in one place ... and they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost." 

What a long distance in time it was, as we figure it, from the "bro
ken marriage" (God's relationship with Adam and Eve after the Fall) in 
Eden to the "restored marriage" in Jerusalem. During that time period 
God was working out His purposes and advancing His plan - through 
Abraham, Moses, David, and the prophets. 

The consummation of God's plan, the greatest event in human his
tory, was the Incarnation. "When the fulness of time was come, God sent 
forth his Son" (Gal. 4:4). The Incarnation of God in history may be 
thought of as one event, with various crisic acts extending from the vir
gin birth to the Ascension. That period of three years was a short hour in 
human history, though it must have seemed to be a long day to Jesus the 
Christ. 

In his Pentecost sermon, Peter omits the details of Jesus' birth, His 
homelife, His growing up "in favor with God and man," His tempta
tions, His miracles and messages. None of these dare be missed in un
derstanding the purpose of Christ on earth. But Peter placed his mag
nifying glass on the last hour's glorious events: (1) He was crucified, 
dead, and buried. In fact, Peter charged, "You, by wicked hands, slew 
him." (2) Death could not hold Him, even for an instant. His body was 
preserved from corruption even prior to the Resurrection, and no ef
forts of Jerusalem or Rome could prevent this! (3) Having completed His 
mission on earth, Jesus ascended to heaven, there to be seated with au
thority at the Father's right hand. 

(4) Then the ascended Christ poured out the gift of the Holy Spirit 
upon the believing and obedient 120 in the Upper Room. The Holy Spirit 
did not come because they sought Him! He came as Christ's sovereign 
gift to those who obeyed Him. Christ commanded; they tarried in faith 
and prayer; the Holy Spirit descended in power and fullness. 

Pentecost cannot be understood without the Crucifixion or the Res
urrection and the Ascension of Jesus. And Pentecost can only be ex
plained by Spirit-filled people who obey Jesus as Lord. - GEF 
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The Day We 1-N-V-A-D-E-D Alexandria 
Continued from page 5 

there and have given me a lot of trou
ble. Maybe you could help.' We did. 
And we prayed with them, whether 
they wanted prayer or not. 

"When it came time to leave town, 
the sheriff was there with us. We sur
rounded his car, knelt in the road and 
prayed for God to bless him. He was 
touched. I believe God was working 
with him in a special way." 

I'm not sure of all the results of that 
invasion of Alexandria. The leader told 
us that while we were there, every 
house in the city limits had been 
reached for Christ. From my experi
ence, some teenagers are convinced 
that God leads them. Those among 
whom I worked that day were sure. To
day there must be hundreds of people 
in that small Indiana city who have a 
slightly improved idea of what modern 
teenagers are like today. 

And I remember the little lady in the 
mobile home. Becky and I took on that 
court alone. There were about 20 mo
bile homes, and we just started in 
knocking on each one. 

As we left one door, a lady met us in 
the road. "What are you two selling?" 
she asked. We handed her the book
mark and gave our simple witness. 

"Well, I own this court and we have a 
rule that you can't sell anything here." 

We assured her we weren't selling 
anything. In fact, we were giving away 
something: the love of God. 

"You'll have to stop," she insisted. 
We smiled, thanked her and started 

off the property. She called to us. We 
stopped and waited till she came up to 
us. 

"You know, I go to church. The more 
I think about what you're doing .here, 
the more I think that I should be doing 
this instead of you. I should be telling 
these people who rent from me that 
God loves them." · 

We smiled, agreed with her and left. 
"This is your territory from now on," 
we told her. "May God bless your wit
ness." 

She smiled. I'll remember that smile 
for some time. It was that special smile 
that comes when God breaks through. 

I don't know about those teenagers, 
but I mark down our invasion of Alex
andria as a total victory for Jesus Christ. 

You ought to try it sometime. Try in-
vading your town. t 
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Two-thirds of the world's population fights for one-third 

of the world's total protein. 

Avoid Famine by Sharing 

MARTIN NIEMOLLER WAS a German 
pastor imprisoned by the Nazis during 
World War II. It was in prison that he 
experienced what he called his "sec
ond conversion." Niemoller had so de
spised the atrocities of the Hitler 
regime that he came to hate the prison 
guard who brought him his food each 
day. 

Seeing the Nazi insignia on his uni
form, all the indignation and outrage 
Niemoller felt toward that evil system 
was directed against that guard. 

Then one day Niemoller suddenly 
realized that Jesus Christ died on the 
cross for that guard, that Christ loved 
him that much. And in the same fash
ion, Niemoller was bound to love that 
guard, and love every man. The atone
ment of Christ took on a whole new 
meaning for the prisoner. Its implica
tions were revolutionary, for every per-· 
son was to be loved with the sacrificial 
love of Jesus Christ. 

One of the tragedies of the church 
today, which surely grieves the Holy 
Spirit, is the unbiblical separation we 
have made between verbal witnessing 
to the good news of Christ and acting 
with His love to meet the needs of our 
fellowman. This is basically the schism 
between those who stress evangelism, 
as opposed to "social gospel." 

You do not find such a division in the 
Scriptures; you do not see such dis
tinctions in the life of Christ. This is a 
false dichotomy which we have cre
ated, and which we must allow God to 
destroy. 

You will remember our Lord's re
sponse, when asked, "Who is my 
neighbor?" He related the story of the 
Good Samaritan. Our neighbor is not 
simply the person next door, or our cir
cle of close friends. He is anyone down
trodden, distraught, and victimized by 

PART I 

By Mark O. Hatfield 

the world's pain and inhumanity. 
Today, my brothers and sisters, we as 

Christians living in America must face 
one basic, startling reality about our 
world and its suffering. That is simply 
this: most of humanity is hungry. The 
most basic physical need of any of us is 
enough food to simply keep life going. 
Yet, that is a daily struggle for millions 
of people - people not only living in 
other nations, but also right here in 
America. Each day literally thousands of 
fellow human beings lose that strug
gle, and die of starvation. 

Today our world stands on the brink 
of famine. Yet all the world knows that 
there are harvests of plenty in Amer
ica. But during the last seven years, we 
have not been as prudent as Joseph in 
the land of Egypt long ago. Rather, 
farmers were paid not to grow crops on 
as much as one-seventh of our crop
land, and grain was left to rot· in silos. 

We have made real attempts to ex
pand the harvests of other countries. 
But the bodies to feed them have in
creased more rapidly than food. 
Further, other forces that seem be
yond our mortal control make current 
prophecies about seven lean years 
ahead grimly believable. 

Let me be candid. There is no prob
lem faced by this world more likely to 
breed instability and conflict, and in
crease the magnitude of mankind's suf
fering in the years directly ahead of us, 
than the shortage of food. 

Before World War II, most countries 
of the world had all the grain they 
needed, and frequently some to spare. 
Only Western Europe was dependent 

This message by Mr. Hatfield, U.S. Sen
ator from Oregon, is excerpted from 
his remarks to the Conservative Baptist 
Convention in St. Paul, Minnesota. 
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1pO•lem•iC \p~'lemik, po'-, -mek\ n -s [F pol;mique, fr. MF 
polemlque, fr. polemique, adj.] 1 a: a controversial discussion 
or argument: an aggressive attack on or the refutation of the 
opinions or principles of another 

Calvinism and Arminianism: 

a Polemic 

IT WAS JUSTLY observed by that emi
nent servant of God, the Reverend 
John Fletcher, that the axioms of the 
gospel may be laid down as follows: 

1. That all our salvation is of the free 
grace or favour of God, thro' Christ, 
and 11ot by the merit of works in man. 

2. That the damnation of man is 
wholly of himself as a just punishment 
for his abuse of the grace of God, or 
neglect of the great salvation procured 
for him by Jesus Christ. 

To these axioms, the pious Calvinist 
and the pious Arminian both sub
scribe, and happy would it be for both 
if they would suffer the matter to rest 
here, without entering into any curi
ous speculations upon the subject. But 
if Calvinistic writers will build the doc
trine of predestination on the fore
knowledge of God, and hold forth the 
self-flattering doctrine of election as 
the certain result; it is but fair for the 
Arminian to hold up to view, what Mr. 
Fletcher called, the left leg of Calvin
ism, viz., the doctrine of reprobation. 
For if we admit that the foreknowl
edge of God implies election, we must 
admit also that it implies reprobation. 

Again, if God foreknew on whom he 
would bestow his grace, did he not also 
foreknow on whom he would not be
stow his grace? and, of consequence, 
doom them to everlasting perdition? 
The question is not, therefore, whether 
God gives the same grace to all men, 
but whether he gives any grace to all 
men. If grace, i.e., the work of the Spirit 
upon the heart, be the fruit of the Sav
iour's work of redemption, it will fol
low, that it must be confined to those 
persons for whom he suffered. 
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Now according to the Calvinistic sys
tem, Christ only suffered for a few of 
mankind, suppose one out of ten, or 
one out of twenty; and the rest are 
passed by, or to speak more properly, 
are held in an adamantine chain of 
reprobation, and doomed to burn in 
hell for ever, for what it never was in 
their power to avoid. This conse
quence cannot be evaded. Either Christ 
tasted death for every man according to 
the scriptures (Heb. 2:9; I Tim. 2:6; 
Rom. 5:12-19); and the grace of God 
hath appeared to all men (Tit. 2:11; 
John 1 :9); or he did not. If he did, and 
sufficient grace is imparted to all men 
to put them into a capacity of securing 
life and salvation thro' him, the damna
tion of the sinner must justly lie at his 
own door (Gen. 4:7) and all the divine 
perfections remain unimpeached; but 
if he did not, the everlasting misery of 
the wicked, with all their crimes, so 
called, must be charged on the Al
mighty Jehovah! 

I say crimes, so called, because if all 
things were unchangeably ordained 
from all eternity, that come to pass in 
time, there can be no such thing as vir
tue or vice, good or evil: Every man is 
doing the will of God, whether praying 
in the closet, or calling for damnation 
in the streets; whether he be render
ing to all men what is esteemed to be 
just and right, or taking from them the 
fruit of their toil and care by horrid 
threats and imprecations; whether em
ployed in relieving the distresses of the 
poor, or murdering the harmless pas
senger on the road. 

Should it be said, that "judicious 
Calvinists mean no such thing by elec
tion, as absolute reprobation"? I an
swer, I believe some pious Calvinists 
may think of nothing of this nature, but 
from a sense of their natural depravity, 
and their absolute need of a Saviour, 

may attend places of worship amongst 
our Calvinistic brethren, for the sake of 
those doctrines which form not part of 
their system, and, if not beguiled of 
their simplicity, pious persons can be so 
absurd in their opinion, as to suppose, 
there can be any absolute election, 
without absolute reprobation: And if 
so, where is the truth of the assertion, 
that "election," (built on the fore
knowledge of God,) "is all that judi
cious Calvinists mean by that doc
trine." - The Methodist Magazine, 
Reverend John Wesley, A. M ., Volume 
XX/V, 1801, pp. 222-223. 

THAT MECHANICAL MONSTER 

Continued from page 3 

willing to do it, just admit that you are 
hooked by the device. 

You are a slave. Television has be
come your idol, and the God you once 
served is neglected. 

Come to think of it, that is not the 
way you want it. Who desires to be 
dominated by a mechanical monster? Is 
it not time to ask forgiveness for your 
failure, and begin to use some self
control? It is not a sin to have a televi
sion set. The machine is amoral. Only 
the operator can make it good or bad. 
There are many programs that are both 
profitable and enjoyable to Christians, 
but when the slave habit has been bro
ken, it is surprising how infrequently 
they seem necessary. It is wonderful to 
discover how much there is to be found 
on the printed page. Reading brings 
more lasting good than the soap opera, 
and it will not be interrupted by a com
mercial. If some do not change their 
habits, they will become robots direct
ed by a mechanical monster which tells 
them where to go, what to buy, how to 
clean the house, and how best to clut
ter their minds. The result will be that 
God will be far away just when they 
need Him most. 

The hour is late and there is little 
time to grow spiritually and to work for 
God. Some whom we might reach are 
becoming calloused and drifting far
ther from spiritual things. We must 
fight anything that would dampen our 
spirit or blunt our zeal. We must en
courage the spirit of meditation and 
prayer, and that reading which feeds 
the soul and develops the mind. t 
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HONDURAS 
General Department of World Missions-Robert N. Lytle, General Secretary 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
Missionaries Wi 11 iam and Dorothy Davis are 
safe and well following the disastrous blast 
of Hurricane Fifi. No death or serious injury 
is reported among Wesleyan families although 
there is no word yet from some outlying areas. 
The World Relief Commission of the NAE sent 
several thousand dollars so the Davises can 
secure blankets and food now arriving by 
bona fide relief agencies. After the storm, 
Mr. Davis conducted a thanksgiving service 
to praise God for I ives spared. Al I offerings 
should be channeled through the General De
partment of World Missions. 

JAMAICA 
A VBS leader in Jamaica told Missionary Edna 
Mae Carter that much fruit has remained from 
last year's VBS. _This year that church had 
373 children and 21 teachers! They anticipate 
much more fruit. 

MEXICO 
Jose Aguirre, pastor of the large Aztec Indian 
church in Jalpilla, Mexico, took a group of 
young people to hold a service in the mountain 
village of Natalio Hernlndez. Traveling by 
bus and then walking five hours, they pro
ceeded to evangelize with gospel tracts until 
dark. Then a service was held in one of the 
homes .. About 10: 30 p.m. Natalio's mother 
prepared what was dinner and supper. The 
next day the group returned rejoicing to 
Jalpilla. 

MEXICO 
Pastors of the Huasteca Potosina area have 
been holding "concentrations" in which all 
churches in a certain circuit of Wesleyan con
gregations come together for a special day of 
preaching, praying, and singing. In one 
service there were over 1,000 Wesleyans 
present. 

Missionary Fran Leak spent two weeks at 
Taguru helping WGC Volunteer Nancy Rose 
settle into her maternal-chi Id health clinic. 
Pray for both of these nurses. 

PERU 
LaMar Brown, who goes monthly to Chiclayo 
and on into the mountains to instruct exten
sion Bible ·school students, reports that it is 
inspiring to see how eagerly some students 
seek to learn more about the Word of God. 
Construction on the new church in zirate is 
scheduled to begin soon. 

PUERTO RICO 
The church at Levittown is now a contributing 
asset to the denomination that gave her birth, 
contributing financially as well as spiritually. 
At least 1 O of her young people are studying 
in stateside Christian institutions. Summer 
attendance averaged more than 100_. 

SURINAM 
"If it weren't that the building stands out there 
in the field behind the old school building as 
proof, I still wouldn't believe that they could 
accomplish so much in so little time. 11 This is 
Missionary James Leitzel's reaction to the con- . 
struction work which was nearly completed on 
a new school building on the Pelgrim Kondre 
mission compound in Surinam. Twenty-two 
Wesleyans from the Penn-Jersey _District, 
under the direction of David Bonham, did 
the construction. 

SWAZILAND 
A missionary offering of $753, estimated to be 
the largest offering ever collected by our 
church in Swaziland, was received at the 
recent annual district conference. Reports 
indicate that the conference was a blessed 
occasion. 

Remember November! Give at least one day's wage in the Self-Denial Offering. 
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Editorial ... 

Readers Respond to "A New Day . .. " 

One of my very best friends, when sending in a 100% subscription 
list to The Wesleyan Advocate campaign effort, wrote to me: "George, 
why did you publish 'A New Day for Christian Music'? Rock music has 
created problems enough for our young people. Why accept or accent 
them?" 

I heard Ralph Carmichael give a remarkable talk at the National 
Association of Evangelicals last April. He referred to the article," A New 
Day for Christian Music" as must reading for Christians today. Nine years 
ago Dr. Carmichael wrote a song that's apt to be around a long time, 
"He's Everything to Me." His testimony, his reasoning, and the encour
agement of some Wesleyans prompted me to publish that two-part se
ries. It was that simple. 

The article was published for two reasons. First of all, to remind our
selves that "today some of our best-loved hymns are secular tunes which 
we have borrowed. 'Amazing Grace,' 'There Is a Fountain,' and '0, How 
I Love Jesus' are merely three examples." As the article pointed out, 
Martin Luther, Isaac Watts, Charles Wesley, and Ira Sankey all borrowed 
from the catchy tunes of the day and thereby drew frequent criticism. I 
perceive that "music versions" have changed as much as "Bible ver
sions"! And while the King James Version is my preference for reading in 
public worship, I am not burning the Living Bible. Don't you see the par
allel here? 

Secondly, Petersen carefully distinguished between "rock" music 
(with emphasis on the second and fourth beats) and "jungle (hard rock) 
music" with accents on the first and third beats. Music needs accents like 
the voice needs pitch, but harsh or wild or weird accents can never re
place "O, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing" or "How Firm a Founda
tion." 

The editor presented in complete text Petersen's point of view, since 
the editor never "edits" a reprinted article, copyrighted and used by 
permission. As stated in the masthead of every issue of The Wesleyan Ad
vocate, "signed articles present the views of the writers." It seemed to 
me that perhaps Petersen's explanation of" A New Day for Christian Mu
sic" might help parents to understand what this music is, and might warn 
Christian youth not to forsake the old songs and hymns and slavishly fol
low the "fad beat" of our day. 

Such articles are exposures, not endorsements. 

Thank you for your understanding, all 100% of you. - GEF 

The Wesleyan Advocate 





































Integrity 

The integrity of the upright guides them, but the crookedness of the 

treacherous destroys them - Proverbs 11 :3. 

Is Indispensable 
same weaknesses as others is not good 
enough. Certainly, law enforcement 
officers are very human. But unlike 
many other persons, they are charged 
with extraordinary responsibilities 
which require exceptional responses. 

Clarence M. Kelley holds an A.B. de
gree from the University of Kansas and 
an H.B. from the University of Mis
souri. From 1940 to 1961 he was the spe
cial agent in charge of the Federal Bu
reau of Investigation in Memphis, Ten
nessee. He served as chief of police in 
Kansas City, Missouri, from 1961 until 
he was appointed director of the FBI, 
trye position he presently holds. 

By Clarence M. Kelley 

INTEGRITY IS AN indispensable in
gredient of law enforcement perfor
mance. It should be as clearly visible 
among the police as their badges and 
uniforms. 

Even the slightest doubt of an offi
cer's honesty, as many of us have seen, 
can make it more difficult - perhaps 
even impossible - for him, his fellow 
officers, and his department to dis
charge their lawful responsibilities 
effectively. The misconduct of one offi
cer is enough to lead many to believe 
that his actions are common practice 
throughout the department he repre
sents. Indeed, the reports of impro
prieties of a few officers can spread 
quickly like a virus to infect the entire 
profession. Many career officers have 
all too frequently seen news of corrup
tion among the police in one part of 
the nation almost immediately shake 
public confidence in the efforts of 
dedicated officers and their depart
ments in far-flung regions of the coun
try. It is a bitter experience to have your 
own integrity challenged for the mis
conduct of brother officers about 
whom you know nothing. 

Yet, it is in the glare of this all-em
bracing spotlight that law enforcement 
performance is and will continue to be 
judged. To say - as we might easily ra
tionalize - that police officers are, af
ter all, human and therefore prey to the 

Upon taking the oath as an officer of 
the law, we are thrust in the center 
stage of many of life's most vexing 
dramas. When persons are struck by 
disaster, when they are helpless, when 
they are in fear of their lives, when they 
have exhausted all the familiar re
sources to govern the problems that 
beset them, they will most often turn to 
a law enforcement agency for assis
tance. When they do, the help they re
ceive should, above all else, be un
matched for its integrity. 

For an officer of the law to carry out 
his duties with absolute fairness and 
scrupulous honesty has far-reaching re
wards. The integrity of his perfor
mance builds pride in an officer and in
sulates him from the insidious tempta
tions of corruption. When he believes 
in himself, so likely will his fellow offi
cers in whom he will then tend to in
still, by example, his pride and integ
rity. It is a self-generating process 
which builds spirit within a depart
ment, encourages the maintenance of 
the highest performance standards, and 
greatly lessens the possibility of short
comings in any area of an organiza
tion's work. 

Today, we are in the midst of an era 
when the integrity of government is 
under relentless examination. Now, 
particularly, is a time when every law 
enforcement officer from the ranks 
through the top command should, by 
his own example, insure the over
whelming integrity of our profession. 
Reprinted by permission from the FBI 
law Enforcement Bulletin, August 1974. 















When young Joseph looked into the 
faces of his brothers and saw their ha
tred and heard of their plan for his 
death, God was at work directing a 
caravan to pick him up; God was ready
ing a Pharaoh for a new assistant who 
would not only help the Pharaoh, but 
be the means of keeping the whole 
Egyptian nation from starving to death. 
Far from dying at his brothers' hands, 
Joseph followed God's predestined 
plan and saved both the Egyptians and 
his own family. God's work eclipses any 
work of fiction. 

Take heart. God is still at work. He is 
still making plans. He is still untangling 
the tangled mess we men make of life. 
Right now, as you face life's mysterious 
twists and turns, God is at work. Not 
just as a eonstant Companion - al
though He is that. Not just as One who 
loves and understands - although He 
most surely does. He is at work, plan
ning victory in all you do. His plans in
clude reward, health, happiness, and a 
way out of the peculiarly frustrating 
windings of your current situation. 

There are two major implications of 
this fact of God's work. First, if indeed 
God is at work with His plans for your 
life, then you must hold fast, stay true, 
remain firm and trustworthy. He can
not proceed with His plans if you turn 
your back, change your mind, and flee 
from the work He is about. He cannot 
bring to pass the final outcome of your 
life without your cooperation. Per
sonal free will is a sacred trust that God 
never overwhelms. 

If you are having a tough time just 
now - and thinking of running from 
God - think of Daniel in the lions' den. 
Think of the Hebrew children in the 
fiery furnace. Think of Paul in the 
Philippian jail, of Moses at the Red Sea. 

In each case, God was at work. The 
existing status of God's people seemed 
dismal. If their troubles were a sign of 
the quality of God's care and love, then 
they were lost beyond salvation. But 
God was not far off. The people held 
on. They acted as though some great 
Power was about to step in to bring vic
tory. 

And He did. He was alreaqy at work, 
just as they knew He would be. 

Stand true. Keep the faith. Know that 
God is at work and that He indeed has 
"the whole world in His hands." It is 
more than some historical perspective 
or some philosophic dream. It is fact. 
The only way God's plans for your life 
can be canceled is if you fall short, de
sert Him and run. God is already at 
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Every relation to mankind, of hate or scoro or neglect, is full of vexation 
and torment. There is nothing to do with men bu.t to love them; to contem
plate their virtues with admiration, their faults with pity and forbearance, 
and their injuries with forgiven·ess. Task all the ingenuity of your mind to de
vise some other thing, but you can never find it. To hate your adversary will 
not help you; to kill him will not help you; nothing within the compass of 
the universe can help you, but to love him. But let that love flow out upon all 
around you, and what could harm you? How many a knot of mystery and 
misunderstanding would be untied by one word spoken in simple and con
fiding truth of heart! How many a solitary place would be made glad if love 
were there, and how many a dark dwelling would be filled with light! - Or
ville Dewey 

work on the strategy for your future, 
planning personal triumphs. You can 
help or hinder that strategy. 

The second implication of God's 
work and you stems out of the first. The 
Christian life is not a self-centered exis
tence. It is one of caring and sharing. 
You are responsible for the sharing of 
the gospel with those around you and 
of helping those in need. 

God has plans for them, too, you 
know. And you yourself may very well 
be a vital part of God's plans for some
one else. God is at work right now with 
a plan that aims at their spiritual vic
tory. He may need you to bring it to 
pass. You must be willing to be used 
how, when, and where He needs you. 
When you don't feel like it; when it is 
inconvenient for you; when the assign
ment is tough and you are a novice in 
the field. You will be used when it will 
cost you something and when you will 
be unpopular for being used. 

God's plans nearly always involve the 
cooperation of many people other than 
the one directly affected. Sometimes 
those He uses are sinful people. Some
times they are new Christians who need 
the experience in being used of God. 
Sometimes God uses strangers, unin
volved bystanders, opponents of the 
gospel. Think about it: if God's plan for 
someone else involves you, are you 
ready? 

The only one who can really frus
trate the will of God is the person with 
whom God is working, the recipient of 
the plan. If God needs you and you will 
not be used to help someone else, God 
will turn elsewhere. If He cannot use 
whom He calls, He will use other means 
of achieving His will. You can't beat 
Him. You can only vote yourself out of 
His plans. 

But think: if you choose not to be in
volved in the plans that God has for 

someone else, you will be the loser. 
You will bear the sting of being in the 
camp of those who oppose God, who 
are rebels, who refuse to do His will. 
How does that set with you? 

Paul's words are crisp: "If God be for 
us, who can be against us?" (Rom. 
8:31). Do you care to test that promise? 
Do you want to be found in opposition 
to God? Whq could spiritually survive 
such a position? 

God is already at work answering 
your brother's plea, planning your 
brother's victory, sharing the outcome 
of your brother's predicament. And 
perchance God is calling you to be a vi
tal part of that outcome. 

The second simple implication of 
God's continuing work for man is that 
you be found ready to be used of Him, 
regardless of who profits and regard
less of the cost to you. 

The answer to your present situation 
may very well be unalterably involved 
with your cooperation with God in an
swering the needs of someone else. Be 
careful how you resist helping God 
help others. Their help may be a part of 
your own survival; to oppose may be to 
undercut the groundwork of your own 
answer. 

Imagine you are Moses' mother. It is 
many years after the tar-covered bas
ket incident. It is time for the exodus, 
and you are evaluating the past. 

Was the basket in the bulrushes a 
good idea? Was giving up your pre
cious son to a strange Egyptian woman 
a wise decision? Were the years that 
followed worth it all? 

Of course they were. God's plans of
ten make for uneasy nights, obstacles, 
and heartaches; they bring doubts and 
fears and wanderings. But how bright 
are the tomorrows of God's plans. How 
clear the air, how sweet the victory 
in Christ. t 

(467) 7 













STOP THE PRESS 

MISSION 
RELATED 
NEWS 

General Department of World Missions-Robert N. Lytle, General Secretary 

HONDURAS 
Evangelical missions working in Honduras 
have been active in meeting emergency needs 
of the victims of Hurricane Fifi. Eleven EFMA 
missions and at least two IFMA missions serve 
in Honduras. They are all involved in meet
ing the national emergency. Their efforts are 
being assisted and augmented by agencies 
which are joining in showing mercy in the 
hour of need. These and other evangelical 
agencies provide money and services which 
supplement the large involvement of national 
and international disaster aid bodies. These 
efforts have an additional dimension because 
the supplies are delivered by neighbors with 
a compassion and concern and frequently with 
a spiritual ministry expressing the love of 
Christ. Pray for William and Dorothy Davis 
as they continue their helping ministry. 
--MNS 10/15/74, p. 4. 

HONDURAS 
Emergency goods can be shipped to Mission
ary Davis. Those desiring to send to a state
side address should use the following: Men
nonite Central Committee, 21 South 12th 
Street, Akron, PA 17501. Those desiring to 
address directly to Honduras should address 
as follows: Consignado a: Comite Evangelico 
de Emergencia Nacional CEDEN, ACORDE a 
Iglesia Menonita, Apartado 77, La Ceiba, Hon
duras, Donacion Material de.Emergencia, 
Reverend William Davis, Iglesia Metodista. 
Financial donations, however, should be 
channeled through the General Department of 
World Missions in Marion, Indiana. 

PERU 
LaMar and Becky Brown report that mission
aries and friends are safe following the Octo
ber 3 earthquake which seemed to last for an 
eternity--2 minutes and 15 seconds. It was 
the worst they have experienced. The wide 
street at the marketplace where Becky had 
just arrived by bus was "rolling and rippling 
like ocean waves. 11 Throngs of people were 
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crying, screaming, praying, and some even 
fainted. At the international airport big win..:. 
dows were broken and marble slabs popped 
off the centra I tower. 

ATLANTIC DISTRICT 
District Secretary of World Missions Arnold 
Stairs reports that during the past year many 
of the smaller churches of Atlantic District 
went over the top in their missionary giving. 
Some increased over 1, 000%. · 

BRAZIL 
Pastor Raimundo journeyed to Rio de Janeiro 
to be fitted with a new artificial leg.· Provi
dentially he secured a flight with the Air 
Force at no expense and was in that city dur
ing the Billy Graham Crusade. There he also 
attended the crusade's School on Evangelism. 

SIERRA LEONE 
Through film and I iterature Missionary Mar
ion Birch is endeavoring to reach the 4,000 
pupils in our 38 primary schools. Booklet 
titles include "Helps to New Life, 11 "Stop and 
Think, 11 "Go and Tell. 11 

SIERRA LEONE 
Two photo offset presses are now producing 
literature at Bo, Sierra Leone, on an inter
church basis. Marion Birch urges prayer for 
the completion of manuscripts currently in 
preparation. 

MISSIONARIES TO THE FIELD (departed or 
soon to. depart) 
To Peru: Irene Hawk (associate) from Penn

sylvania 

MISSIONARIES TO FURLOUGH (arrived or 
soon to arrive) 
From Haiti: Mary Osborne to Ohio 
From Papua New Guinea: Bob and Jan Clad

win and Delwynne Hughes to Australia 
From Southern Africa: Robert and Eva 

Cheney to Nebraska 
'(473) 13 
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Editorial ... 

Thank God and Take Courage 

"And from thence, when the brethren heard of us, they came to meet us 
as far as Appii Forum, and the Three Taverns; whom when Paul saw, he 
thanked God, and took courage" (Acts 28:15). 

Giving thanks and taking courage are twin virtues. Thanksgiving 
gathers good from the past; courage anticipates good in the future . 

Thank God for the past. God was in it. 
God gave to us our family and our friends. We never earned or de

served them. Perhaps they were not always wise. But they gave us bene
fits that are constantly yielding dividends for us. They gave us compan
ionship and hope. 

God gave us our opportunities. (No opportunity is small; only peo
ple are small.) Opportunities have been made possible by persons and 
events of centuries past. The heritage of being an American is consider
able. A Christian heritage provides even more opportunity. 

It is true, as the Bible states, in Abraham all nations of the world have 
been blessed. Because of Abraham's faith - and faithfulness - there 
followed Moses, David, and Jesus (after the flesh). No light on earth has 
ever shone with the brilliance and blessing of the Light of the world -
Jesus. All of this - and more - goes into the Christian inheritance and 
becomes a part of the Christian's opportunity. 

Thank God for advanced medical science, hardworking physicians, 
and gentle nurses. Thank God for books and schools and teachers. Thank 
God for artists, musicians, architects, and engineers. Though man can
not make a sunset, he can paint one. Though he cannot create a world, 
he can beautify it. 

We must offer to God a symphony of praise, because He has given to 
us a full orchestra of gifts. 

If thanksgiving gathers from the past, courage faces into the future. 
And what of the future? 

He who knows God will never become disappointed with God. The 
Christian knows that God is still building His world into a better world. 
The Golden Age is not past; it is future. When the glory of this age seems 
to be waning, God is preparing a new and better age. God is at work sift
ing men and nations. He shall yet establish a redeemed society on a 
transformed earth. 

The process of transformation seems painfully slow. Let us remem
ber that God takes 2000 years to grow a redwood tree, and the timeless 
One is taking all the time necessary to remake man and his world. He 
who finds God in his past can expect to find Him in his future. 

This New Year is a time for humble praise and for husky courage. For 
weaklings and doubters, no tomorrow can be good. For men of cour
age, every tomorrow is burdened with excitement and fulfillment. -
GEF 

The Wesleyan Advocate 
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FORD MOTOR COMPANY TRUSTS 

A BLIND MAN 

WHO ''SEES'' 

By Roy McDonald Exum 

FORREST CATE IS a Ford dealer in Chattanooga, Tennessee. A 
Baptist layman who shows horses, he is also a cattle farmer 
and owns "the church-goingest dog in the county." 

Cate is blind. 
Chattanooga's "Little Profit Dealer" has been blind for 

about five years, yet continues to run his Ford dealership. In 
addition, he has made over 150 talks during the last two years 
and has been booked solid since the beginning of 1974. Every 
month, he tells more than half a dozen churches, schools, and 
civic groups about how he has depended on God for strength · 
and how God has taught him to use his affliction to benefit 
others. 

When the Ford Motor Company decided that the Chatta
nooga area could use another dealership in 1965, Forrest Cate 
and his father decided to try for it. Ford awarded them the 
dealership, but the next year Cate's father died. Forrest de
cided to go ahead with the plans. In 1968 Forrest Cate Ford 
moved into its new plant. 

Cate was selling cars; he had a beautiful wife, three chil
dren, and a lovely home; and he was involved in showing 
horses. Then tragedy struck. 

"The kids and I were at a horse show, and I bent over to 
paint a pony's hooves. When I straightened up, my eyesight 
was blurred," he explained. A year and a half later he was 
completely blind. 

Cate had been afflicted with diabetic retinopathy, a con
dition caused by ruptured blood vessels in his eyes. 

"You can imagine what I tried to do to keep my sight," he 
said. "A doctor in town had read an article about argon laser
beam treatment, and I was in New York taking treatments im
mediately." In one year he made ten trips to New York and 
had two operations. 

The blurring continued and worsened until he was total
ly blind. The doctor~ told him there was nothing they could 
do. Cate kept coming to his office and trying to work, "but it 
seemed almost fruitless," he admitted. 

Then a friend suggested that Cate get a seeing-eye dog. 
He traveled to Columbus, Ohio, to get the dog, and says, 

"I don't mind telling you I was scared. It was really spooky go
ing anywhere by myself since I had become completely blind. 
But in Columbus I met Romulus, and it was worth it." 

Romulus, a 75-pound Labrador Retriever, is Cate's "left
hand dog," also known as "the church-goingest dog in the 
county." 

Cate began to ask God to help him, "just like anybody 
who lost his sight would," he says. "But I asked Him to use me 
for something. Don't make me go through this for nothing," 
he prayed. Shortly after, he heard a Chattanooga Presbyte
rian minister give a sermon on afflictions, and it changed 
Cate's life. 

Cate began giving his talks. "You see me now - I am 
nothing. Without that dog I can't even get outside," he tells 
his audiences. "One has no assurance of tomorrow, but the 
Lord has promised He'll take care of us. I am what I am by the 
grace of God and the people around me." 

Since his total blindness, Cate has learned to ride horses 
again and in 1972 became the first totally blind person to 
show a "walking horse"! 

He continues to operate his business as well as a 400-acre 
cattle farm. "I have 141 employees at Forrest Cate Ford, and I 
know that having a blind boss makes things a little tougher on 
every one of them." 

A friend of the family, who was eligible to retire the year 
Cate lost his sight, brings him to work every morning. Cate's 
secretary reads .the mail to him, and his horse trainer takes 
him home every afternoon. 1 

"I appreciate the fact that the Ford Motor Company has 
enough faith in me to let me continue to operate in a deal
er's capacity, a guy who could be the only blind dealer in the 
world," Cate says. 

For the past three years, his dealership has won the Ford 
Motor Company's Distinguished Award for recognition of 
highest performance in sales and service of Ford products. 

Sometimes people come in to see him, not realizing he is 
blind, and say, "Mr. Cate, look at this!" 

"I just get excited and imagine I am looking. I think it is 
funny when people make a mistake like that. I wish they 
wouldn't feel self-conscious about it. It doesn't bother me," 
he says. 

Cate's faith has helped him, and he wants to use it to help 
others. Lots of people have it a lot tougher than he does, he 
feels, and says, "If I can give one person some encourage
ment or motivation - point one person to the Lord - then it 
makes all I have done worthwhile. 

"I believe that life doesn't stop when we die here. I'm not 
always going.to be this way. Someday I will see again." -Bap
tist Press Release, May 8, 1974. 


