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Not a guest editorial, this article fairly reflects the unchanging position of The 
Wesleyan Church on "Entire Holiness" in 132 years of continuous publication. 
Written by Rev. Jotham Horton, who with Orange Scott and LaRoy Sunderland with
drew from the Methodist Church on November 8, 1842, these three men became 
the first writers of The True Wesleyan. 
The following article, reproduced from the original copy in our archives, is 
printed verbatim. 

Entire Holiness 

Holiness, doctrinally and experimentally, is a subject of solemn, of vital im
portance to the Christian. His usefulness and happiness are inseparable from a 
correct understanding and a cordial embrace of it, as taught in the Scriptures. 
This embrace implies the yielding of the whole heart, rather the whole man, 
body, soul, and spirit, to its entire control. In other words, it is an entire surren
der and full consecration of all to Christ. Christ enters the soul and rules it with
out a rival. 

He becomes its prophet, priest, and king. As its prophet, He instructs and 
enlightens it in all things pertaining to its present and full salvation. As its priest, 
He is its sacrificial medium, through whom it offers all to God, and on whose 
account God accepts the offering. As its king, He controls the soul, both by the 
sovereignty of His laws and the operations of the Holy Spirit. Holy subjection and 
resignation to God, veneration and love for Him, are ruling principles. The 
thoughts and purposes, the inclinations and desires, as they are inspired and 
modified by the Holy Spirit, are by necessary consequence in unison with the will 
of God. Grace reigns, peace dwells, and love triumphs in the soul. It triumphs 
over outward opposition and the physical propensions. In this state, though the 
mind may appreciate a variety of outward sources of pleasure, and be grateful for 
them, it finds its principal, its only fully satisfying happiness in God. It now feels 
that, 

God "is the sea of love, 
Where all its pleasures roll; 

The circle where the passions move, 
The centre of the soul." 

By consequence it has become independent of outward circumstances for 
its happiness. These may affect it with joy and sorrow, hope and fear. Elevation 
and depressions may alternate in the mind. But these affections all pertain to 
earth. In the midst of them, and underneath them, flows a deep river of pleasure, 
pure as the water of life. The river occasionally swells and overspreads the soul 
with unutterable joy. Then hope, "which springs eternal in the human breast," 
becomes "full: 0 glorious hope of immortality!" 

It is most manifest, that in this state the mind must possess a clear perception 
of moral distinctions. The wrongs of earth, and the woes consequent upon these 
wrongs, make an affecting appeal to the heart. It cannot be otherwise. The moral 
susceptibilities of the soul are keenly alive to whatever concerns the honor of 
God, the authority of His law, the welfare of universal man. In the eyes of holi
ness, the distinctions among men which pride and avarice have created, are seen 
in their true colors. They are judged of in the light of God's law, and the deci-
sions of a judgment day. · 

Those maxims which even some professed disciples of Christ apply to pal
liate crime, whether it exists in the church or in the world, are spurned as artifices 
of the grand enemy of God and man. The "offence of the cross," whether for 
Christ's sake, for the sake of his truth, or for the sake of his suffering members, 
however esteemed or reproached, of whatever clime ·or complexion, is cheer
fully taken or borne. 

Turn to page 17, please 
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STOP THE PRESS 

MISSION 
RELATED 
NEWS 

General Department of World Missions-Robert N. Lytle, General Secretary 

MISSIONARIES TO FURLOUGH (arrived or 
soon to arrive) 
From Japan: Harold and Edna Johnson to 

Michigan 

MISSIONARIES TO THE FIELD (departed or . 
soon to depart) 
To Haiti: Mary Osborne from Ohio 
To Papua New Guinea: Delwynne Hughes 

from Australia 
To Sierra Leone: Bud and Judy Leach from 

Indiana; Alton and Aileen Shea from Illinois 

MISSIONARY APPOINTMENTS 
The General Board of Administration appoint
ed the following persons at its November 
meeting: 
To Mexico: Mary Wilkerson from Missouri 
To Haiti: Larry and Carol Ter Avest from 

Michigan, as associate missionaries 

SOUTH AFRICA 
The Reverend F. E. Stanley was recently 
elected as the district superintendent for the 
South Africa European field. Mr. Stanley is 
the first South African to assume this position 
which has been filled by missionary personnel 
for many years. A support program was ap
proved in order that the new district super
intendent can give full time to that office. The 
Reverend Winston Callaghan is the assistant 
superintendent. 

DEATH CLAIMS MISSIONARIES 
Pearl Crapo, veteran missionary to Haiti, 
died on December 22, 1974, from cancer. She 
was a much loved and very capable person, 
whose passing leaves a vacancy on the field. 
Pearl received kind and capable medical at
tention by a group of Christian doctors at the 
Southwestern Medical Clinic,. Berrien Center, 
Michigan. Her co-worker, Gertrude Fulk, 
remained faithfully at her side through months 
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of illness. The funeral was held in Falconer, 
New York, and burial in the Levant cemetery. 

Mrs. Roger (Phyllis) Russell, former mis
sionary to Zambia, died suddenly and unex
pectedly December 31, at the age of 32, from 
pneumonia. Besides her husband she leaves 
four children. Family and friends feel the 
loss keenly. 

DR. J. D. ABBOTT IN AFRICA 
Genera ISuperi ntendent Abbott is spending 
January and February in Africa. His admin
istrative work begins in South Africa where 
he will be chairman of conferences and spe
cial speaker at camps. He will also visit 
Zambia and Sierra Leone .. His capable lead
ership, wise counsel, and spiritual influence 
are sincerely appreciated. 

DR. ROBERT LYTLE VISITS NEARBY FIELDS 
Jamaica, Haiti, and Puerto Rico received a 
visit from Genera·I Secretary Lytle during 
January. The major portion of the trip was 
spent in Haiti in connection with the annual 
convention, conference, and missionary 
council meetings. Personnel and financial 
needs were also assessed. The spiritual and 
administrative assistance given by the general 
secretary was appreciated on al I fields. 

VISITORS TO MISSION FIELDS 
To Haiti: A group of builders from the Neigh

bors Grove Church, Asheboro, North Caro
lina, led by Clegg Pritchard 

To Jamaica: Rev. and Mrs. Wilfrid Moutoux 
from Ontario, Canada 

To Sierra Leone: Dr. S. I. McMillen from 
Houghton, New York 

To South Africa: Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Tam 
from Lima, Ohio 

To Surinam, Brazil, and Colombia: Pastors 
from North Carolina, led by Hoover Smith 
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STOP THE PRESS 

MISSION 
RELATED 
NEWS 

General Department of World Missions-Robert N. Lytle, General Secretary 

SIERRA LEONE 
. Thirteen men came forward to indicate their 
desire to follow the Christian way on the last 
night of an evangelistic effort in the town of 
Sanikoro, a Limba village located nearly 18 
miles from the ma in road. 

SELF-DENIAL REPORT 
A tota I of 992 churches have reported their 
Self-Denial offerings which to~al $302,790.68. 
The average offering of $305. 53 is nearly $15 
higher per church than last year. The goal 
of $400,000 should be reached when all re
ports are in. 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
The December 30-January 3 National Church 
Council of The Wesleyan Church met at Tagu
ru and included the fol lowing elections: Na
tional Superintendent--Donald Bray with 
Piabo Nenra as his assistant; Secretary
Treasurer--Charles Kent with Wiai Timini as 
assistant. 

AUSTRALIA 
At least 80 persons were registered for the 
Christmas camp which met at Marysville in
stead of the Healesville site. District Super
intendent Ca rnel I reported the camp II suc
cessfu I." 

SIERRA LEONE 
A district superintendent's residence is to be 
built on the same property where the present 
church headquarters is located. A crew of 
men already is making cement blocks. 

COLOMBIA 
A 28-year-old inmate of the penitentiary in 
Cucuta accepted the Lord recently after read
ing the tract El Corazon del Hombre (The 
Heart of Man) which was published by your 
Wesleyan publishing house in Medellin, 
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Colombia. Every day multitudes of people 
encounter gospel literature printed by our 
press. Keep praying for much fruitage. 

A WMS PRESIDENT SPEAKS 
"I believe every Wesleyan family should sub
scribe to the Wesleyan World. News of our 
brothers and sisters presenting our Lord on 
mission fields is so attractively and interest
ingly presented, challenging our support 
and strengthening our family ties in Christ. 
..,.-Gladys Pike, Bay View Wesleyan, Trav
erse City, Michigan. 

SOUTHERN AFRICA 
Plans are in progress for the opening of a 
day care center for African children in a 
residential suburb where 100,000 people 
live. Presently there is no day care center 
in that area for working mothers to leave 
their children. Officials understand that 
Missionary Donald Miller also purposes to 
establish a Sunday school and a church. 
Many doors are opening. 

SIERRA LEONE 
Hospital Chaplain Konteh noticed that after 
morning prayers in the clinic waiting room, 
some of the patients got up and walked out. 
In response to his inquiry, they said, "Yes, 
we are patients, but this isn't our day to · 
take medicine. We just came to join in the 
prayer time. 11 The 15-minute devotion per
iod was one more opportunity to satisfy their 
hunger for fellowship with God. 

SOUTHERN AFRICA 
A ne"YIY acquired residence for missionaries 
in South Africa was recently dedicated to the 
Lord by the Reverend O. I . Lehman. The L. 
Paul Bauer missionary family will reside in 
the lovely five-year-old home which includes 
a carport and other conveniences. 
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WHYHATEP 

WHY DID THEY hate Him so? The ques
tion was asked in Sunday school class
Jesus had .only done good deeds for the 
people who were participants or on
lookers at the events of the last few 
days of Jesus' life here on earth. 

Why did they hate Him? Consider the 
soldiers who drove the nails, who 
placed the cross, who cast lots for His 
clothing, and waited impatiently for 
Him to die. They couldn~t have cared 
less. To them it was a duty (perhaps a 
disagreeable one), a job to get done, 
their assigned task for the day. Only 
one, when the sky was .darkened and 
the earthquake rumbled, was touched 
enough to remark, "Truly this man was 
the Son of God." 

Why did they hate Him? The reli
gious leaders, the chief priests and 
scribes? He had shown them up to be 
false leaders - pretending to observe 
every letter of the law while fattening 
their purses and seeking their own best 
interests. And yet, Herod sent Him to 

Elsie Craig is a Sunday school teacher 
and lay member of the Salem Friends 
Church, Sa/em, Iowa. 

PIECE WORK or 

PEACE WORK? 

By Kathryn Hillen 
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By Elsie Craig 

Pilate "because he feared the people." 
Pilate "found no fault in Him at all!" 
But still he condemned Him to die on 
the cross. He too was afraid of the peo
ple - the mob; he did what they asked 
rather than face them with his own 
convictions. 

Did the people - the mob - led by 
their own religious leaders, hate Him? 
Many of them were those who only a 
few short hours before had waved palm 
branches and spread their coats for 
Him to ride upon. They had cried, "Ho
sanna! Blessed is He that cometh in the 
name of the Lordi" Under different 
leadership, these same people were 
now crying, "Crucify Him! Away with 
Him! His blood be upon us and upon 
our children!" No, they didn't hate 
Him. They were merely swept up in the 
violence of mob rule, the excitement of 
the moment. 

The crucified thieves, one on either 
side, could they have hated Jesus? They 
didn't even know Him. Yet one of 
them, recognizing in Jesus someone to 
believe in, received the gift of para
dise. The other, consumed by his ha
tred of the society which was punish
ing him for "his just deeds," died in 
that hatred and sin. 

She was just a tiny little black dish
washer in a restaurant. Part of her duty 
was the shuttling of dirty dishes to the 
kitchen and the return of the clean 
cups and glasses to the shelves under 
the counter. As she was busily arrang
ing these, a man seated at the counter 
asked if she didn't wish her job was 
piece work. She looked up with a ques
tioning look. Obviously, the term was 
unfamiliar to her. Then a big, jagged
toothed smile broke- over her expres
sive face as she replied, "Brother, I'm 
makin' peace every chance I get! I'm 

Where were the disciples at the Cru
cifixion? Scripture mentions only John 
being there. Were they hidden in some 
closed room, filled with their own grief 
and fear, disappointment and heart
ache? Even Judas who betrayed Him 
was consumed with his own remorse 
and grief and "went out and hanged 
himself." No hate there. 

The three Marys, heartbroken and 
grief-stricken, watched at the foot of 
the cross. Confused, lost, this was their 
Saviour, as well as their Lord. If there 
was any hate in their hearts, it could on
ly have been for Pilate or the soldiers 
who nailed Him on the cross. 

Joseph of Arimathea, who claimed 
His body for burial, and Nicodemus, 
who bravely claimed His body in death, 
did not hate Him. Then Simon of Cy
rene, pressed into service to help €arry 
the cross, may have feared for his own 
safety, but he had in his heart no room 
for anything more. 

Yet the scripture says, "They hated 
Him without a cause." 

Who then hated Him? 
Many of them did. But do we hate 

Him? We profess love, yet refuse to 
share the message that Christ died for 
all - the black - the poor - the 
neighbor who frequents the tavern -
the runny-nosed kids who tear up our 
flower beds. Do we hate Him just a lit
tle when we hold our lives up against 
His sinless one? 

Jesus said, "A new commandment I 
give unto you, that ye love one anoth
er." Howl "As I have loved you ... " 
(John 13:34). 

Of the early church it was said, "Be
hold, how they love one another." Are 
we showing this love to the world to
day? By our words? By our actions? Or 
do they see in us the hate that cruci
fied our Lord "without a cause"? t 

doin' peace work!" 
I mused - how wonderful it would 

be if people were more concerned with 
"peace work" than with "piece work." 

If He is our peace, and He is - and if 
He indwells us fully, and, speaking per
sonally, I humbly acknowledge that He 
does - then we should be peacemak
ers. How trifling is an overemphasis on 
piece work to gain wages compared to 
peace work for an inheritance! "Let us 
then pursue what makes for peace and 
for mutual upbuilding" (Romans 14:19, 
RSV). 
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By Robert Black 

8 Why Do People Attend Your 
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By Steven Zimmerman 

9 Kids leave-
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Anymore1 
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Editorial ... 

We Could Cure Our Evils 

I borrow this title from a syndicated column written by William F. 
Buckley, Jr., appearing in a recent issue of the Marion (fndiana) Chron
icle Tribune. 

What Buckley said is summarized in these words: "President Ford 
knows what needs to be done for the country but to do it would be com
mitting (political) suicide." 

Buckley presents these arguments. (1) Competent generals knew 
how to break the Vietnam stalemate in 1965-66 and knew how to win the 
war. But they didn't. (2) All Western nations knew what should have 
been done when the Berlin Wall was erected in 1961 - but they did not 
knock it down. (3) We know now, by stringent personal austerities and 
by mutual helpfulness how to balance our national budget in four years. 
But we won't. 

Quoting Mr. Buckley further, "For Gerald Ford to come forward and 
recommend what actually should be done would be as shocking as if a 
voice from the heavens were suddenly to startle the world by voicing the 
Ten Commandments, and promising hellfire for those who fail to heed 
them, or fail to repent that failure. A generation of mankind would be 
swept away." 

Mr. Buckley has dared to say what many citizens knew all along. Put 
in a spiritual context, he said what we Christians ought to have kept say
ing all along. 

For example, we ought to have said that the Ten Commandments 
are God's words from heaven today, and that to violate them brings 
damaging, often irreversible judgments. 

We ought to have said that hellfire is the final doom of all who defy 
God and disregard those Ten Commandments. 

We ought to have said that a generation of mankind is about to be 
swept off the face of the earth. The tragedies of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
the Flood in the days of Noah, the overthrow of Babylon, the Fall of 
Rome, the dissolution of the British Empire - all these together repre
sent only smoldering embers of previous judgmental campfires when 
compared to the fiery judgments God will unleash upon the earth. 

Not only does President Ford know what to do, our congressmen 
know what to do to prevent the catastrophe that looms just before us. 
They ought to lead the way in the fight against recession and inflation. 
The salaries and benefits of U.S. representatives and senators are fully 
listed in U.S. News & World Report, March 10, 1975, page 17. Congress 
pays itself twice as much as it did five years ago and over triple the 
amount it did 10 years ago! In two more years, U.S. News estimates that 
congressmen will pay themselves one billion dollars a year in salaries and 
benefits. This pay raise outpaces the cost of total government and far ex
ceeds the rise in the cost of living. Can our congressmen really care 
about the poor? 

To get down to spiritual matters, we Christians might well repent 
over the money we have spent on palatial homes, on expensive cars, on 
overbuilt and underused sanctuaries of worship, on lavish convention 
spending and costly promotion programs. 
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NUMBER 11 

STUDIES IN LUKE 
Luke 13:1-4 

The Worst Sinners Get By 
Calamity has no immediate correlation to crime, nor penalty to sin. Hu

man cleverness often releases the sinner from punishment due him; God's 
compassion upon men seems to encourage men to continue in sin. 

Jesus put it this way. The 18 men who died when the tower of Siloam fell 
were not the greatest sinners in Jerusalem. Nor were the Galilean men, whose 
blood Pilate sprinkled with animal sacrifice, the worst criminals in Israel. 

Accidents happen to sinners and saints. An impulsive and proud governor 
like Pilate is often indiscriminate in disposing of people that displease him. 
God's goodness also falls indiscriminately upon men, for He causes His rain to 
fall and His sun to shine upon the lands of the just and the unjust. 

Jesus teaches at least four things in this short passage, I believe. 

First of all, we have been living in a hazardous world since the fall of Adam. 
For Adam's sin not only seriously impaired him but threw the earth into "nat
ural" turmoil. Every tornado, hurricane, earthquake, typhoon, and plague testi
fies that the earth itself groans and travails in pain. Saints as well as sinners get 
caught in these sufferings. It is not indeed a world uncared for by God, but it is 
a world where the sovereignty of God allows the prince of the power of the air 
to set in disturbing motion actions that affect the temporal well-being of us all. 
So, towers do fall, and innocent men are slain. Yet, God has not revoked His 
strong purpose to save all who will repent. But in mercy, God has shortened 
man's opportunities to be exposed to such temporal and mortal hazards. Even 
repentance will not eliminate accidents, but accidents do strongly admonish us 
that today affords opportunity for repentance; tomorrow may be the day of 
judgment when repentance will be of no avail. 

Secondly, there is no necessary correlation between calamity and evil. Job 
suffered "without cause" for months or years without renouncing his faith in 
God. When the Twelve saw a blind man, they asked Jesus whether this man or 
his parents had sinned. To which Jesus replied, "Neither hath this man sinned, 
nor his parents ... that he was born blind." So blindness had nothing to do 
with that man's sin. Some heroes of faith "subdued kingdoms, obtained prom
ises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the 
edge of the sword." But there were other heroes of faith who "had trial of cruel 
mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment; they 
were stoned, were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword." 
After having stated the case both ways the inspired writer concludes, "These all 
••• obtained a good report through faith" (Heb. 11 :33-39). Some are deliv
ered from the fire, some are delivered through the fire, but all believers are de
livered. 

Thirdly, the unpredictable calamity and reverses of this world are prepar
ing Christians for a "far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.'' There is 
no doubt that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be com
pared to the glory that shall be revealed in us. Neither can we doubt that some 
of the deeper lessons of grace and the greater usefulness that results from those 
lessons cannot be attained without accepting "thorns in the flesh." 

Fourthly, these earthly accidents remind us of the sureness of divine judg
ment, and of the present admonition of God that every man should repent. No 
man has a valid excuse to remain in sin one moment longer. So let us repeat it, 
as far as the word will carry, "except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish." 

By this record we understand why the innocent often suffer calamity and 
why the guilty often enjoy the long-suffering of God. Impenitent sinners 
should not be proud, and impatient saints sho~ld not be discouraged. - Gff 
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Who's In Charge Around 

Here, Anyhow? 

Continued from page 5 

you. It is His body. He is in charge. We 
are the caretakers. · 

Having trouble "making the Chris
tian life work?" Maybe you need to ap
ply this "who's-in-charge" thing to 
your own life. Remember, the living of 
the Christian life isn't a matter of rules 
or ideas or programs. It's a person. And 
remember what that person said. 

"You believe in God, believe also in 
me." Jesus is in charge of your life, if 
you are a Christian. It's not an idea tak
ing over your life or a program or a se
ries of good deeds. It's a person. And 
that person is the same person who is in 
charge of everything that exists. Trust 
Him. Believe in Him. Realize that He is 
able to handle for you and with you 
anything that comes up. 

You literally aren't in charge of your 
own life. 

God is in charge. In case the subject 
ever comes up, make sure you are alert 
for the answer. "Who's in charge 
around here?" God is. 

But that's not the end of it. 
No more than a foreman can run a 

factory without helpers, no matter how 
capable, respected and strong he is, 
neither does God choose to accom
plish for this earth and its peoples all 
that He has in mind all by himself. 

pure and undefiled 

RELIGION 

By Irvin S. Helton 

With only one exception, all religion 
is not only worthless but corrupt. By 
plain implication this is the startling 
declaration of a New Testament writer. 
This writer defines clearly this right 
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If indeed He is in charge - as He is -
then we ought to respect not only what 
He does, but what He desires to hap
pen and how He desires to involve us in 
His plans. 

God's in charge but He chooses to 
s.eek help: from you and me. 

If God is in charge and wants our co
operative assistance, then let us follow 
faithfully. God has some guidelines: 

If God is in charge, then each of us 
can follow with confidence, with all our 
strength and will. The tie between us 
and God ought to be strong and sure, 
without reservation, without secret ex
ceptions to His commands. Each of us 
ought to be followers on whom He can 
count. 

Next, if it is indeed God himself who 
is in charge of this world, of our bodies, 
of our lives themselves, then we ought 
to have great confidence in recom
mending Him and His way to others. 

We ought not hesitate a moment. We 
can recommend Him and His way with
out reservations. Evangelism ought to 
be an accepted form of faithfulness. 
There ought be no special "drive," spe
cial persuasion needed to draw you 
into the full-scale effort to reach oth
ers for Him. People whose lives are 
controlled completely by God are just 
what He needs to touch the lives of a 
soul-hungry world. Don't hold back. 
God will make you equal to the task. 
You're just what He needs to reach oth
ers. 

kind of religion: "Pure religion and un
defiled before God and the Father is 
this, To visit the fatherless and widows 
in their affliction, and to keep himself 
unspotted from the world" (James 
1:27). 

Surprisingly enough the word reli
gion appears but three times in the Bi
ble - twice in this chapter of the epis
tle of James and once in Acts 26:5. The 
word is in no sense synonymous with 
God's redemptive work, but rather 
means external worship. Thus James 
here is not referring to any act or acts of 
deity - no operation of God's Holy 
Spirit, but the outward manifestation of 
faith within one's heart. The true Chris
tian's religion then, is the willing re
sponse of his soul and spirit to God in 
outward worship, obedience, and ser
vice. It begins after God has invaded his 
life by the work of His Spirit within. The 

· one and only unpolluted religion is the 
outward expression, both negatively 

Finally, if God is in charge, that ought 
to signal your continued confidence in 
a proper outcome for any event of life. 
If things look black, remember, "God is 
in charge." 

If your own life seems frustrated, in
effective, pointless, then keep telling 
yourself, "I'm not my own. ~od has 
some purpose for this pattern. Some 
good will come of it." 

Lots of things have been said in re
cent years about the value of praising 
God in all things. One of the most im
portant is that if God is in charge, then 
our faith dictates that we praise Him in 
advance; even as our eyes fail to see the 
good, the victory, so our hearts in faith 
still sing out a praise to Him who will 
somehow bring victory from dark de
feat. 

"God is in charge" is just a mental 
agreement till the tests come. No mat
ter what form the tests take, let your 
faith rise above all circumstances, all 
temptations to despair, all human ten
dencies to bemoan the situation. 

Give singing evidence to a fatalistic 
world that Someone is in charge of the 
whole thing, and that this Someone is 
specifically in charge of your life. 

Let your one single life be a contin
ual witness to the conviction that rings 
in your heart. "I know God is in charge 
because He is in charge of my life." 

Can you remember that,· next time 
someone yells out in anger, "Who's in 
charge around here, anyhow?" t 

and positively, of a renewed heart, the 
practical expression of a heart made 
pure by the cleansing blood of Christ 
and the transforming power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Religion which is free from all impu
rity, James points out, is something 
more than assenting to a creed or par
ticipating in church rituals or observ
ing its ordinances. Creeds are essen
tial, rituals do aid and inspire worship, 
and there are ordinances commanded 
by our Lord; but this religion he sums 
up as loving action toward humanity 
and the humble dedication of heart -
holiness toward God. The purest wor
ship of God, he is saying, is not ex
pressed in words or manifested in rit
uals or ordinances of the church, but in 
compassionate service to the needy, 
and in preserving one's own personal 
life from the defilement of a corrupt 
society which always surrounds God's 
redeemed people. t 
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Divorce: the Dilemma of Discipline 

Continued from page 11 

be no greater than that of a Victorian 
age. 

So we must seek the guidance of 
God. We must suffer the tension of de
siring God's highest and best while 
seeking to save the lost and bind up the 
wounds of those who have "been hurt 
by th~ fowlers." 

God intends one man for one woman 
That seems certain. This is the lesson 

of Creation. 
Jesus reminded the Pharisees of this 

when they asked: "Is it lawful to di
vorce one's wife for any cause?" Hillel 
had argued against Rabbi Shammai, 
who taught that divorce is justified only 
when a wife is unchaste. Rabbi Hillel in
terpreted "some unseemly thing" in a 
broader sense. A man could divorce his 
wife whenever she displeased him. 

But Jesus referred His questioners to 
Creation: "Have you not read that he 
who made them from the beginning 
made them male and female, and said, 
'For this reason a man shall leave his fa
ther and mother and be joined to his 
wife, and the two shall become one'? 
So they are no longer two but one. 
What therefore God has joined to
gether, let no man put asunder" (Matt. 
19:4-6, RSV). 

Marriage is intended to be a lifelong 
commitment. This is God's will. Hel
mut Thielicke comments: "Divorce is 
an accommodation to the hardness of 
men's hearts; it does not belong to the 
life of man as it was meant to be. . . . 
Jesus did not set up a new standard; He 
reminded men of the original inten
tion of God. For the Christian man 
there is to be no putting away. He is to 
fulfill the original intention of Go'd." 

Thus Jesus affirms in uncompromis
ing terms the ideal of marriage without 
divorce. Matthew records one excep
tion ("unchastity"). Mark and Luke 
make no mention of it. There may be 
valid textual ques_tions regarding Mat
thew's account, but, because we ac
cept the authority of the Bible as we 
now have it, we must agree with Roger 
Nicole: "This silence (of Mark and 
Luke) can hardly be used to disallow 
the exception expressly contained in 
Matthew." 

. The ideal is impossible for some 
We· live in a sinful world. Marriage is 

a contract between two persons, and 
none can predict with certainty wheth-
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er both parties will live by the agree
ment. 

The disciples of Jesus, when they 
heard His words, were themselves dis
mayed: "If such is the case, ... it is not 
expedient to marry!" But Jesus under
stood the hardness of men's hearts 
which has endured since before Mo
ses. He replied: "Not all men can re
ceive this precept .... He who is able 
to receive it, let him receive it." 

What is 'the church to do with, and 
for, those who have not been able to 
receive it? 

The church must act positively 
We must assume the responsibility of 

education for Christian family life -
courtship, marriage, sex, parenthood, 
money management, the whole works. 
We can't leave it to our secular schools 
to foster Christian ideals. 

We must identify carefully the bibli
cal grounds for divorce. Even Chris
tians may experience tragic failure in 
marriage. They need guidance. They 
look to the church. 

We must recognize the distinction 
between the divorcing and the di
vorced. Divorce is a violent word. The 
Greek apoluo means "send away, dis
miss, cast out." Often there is one who 
acts and another who is acted upon. 
Whatever the reasons for failure, di
vorce occurs only when one or both 
persons involved refuse reconciliation. 
It takes two to make a marriage; one 
can be the death of it. 

We must ask therefore: Is adultery 
the only act which results in the 
"death" of marriage? 

We've now acknowledged the 
"Pauline privilege" 

Only recently (in the 1974 General 
Conference) the Free Methodist 
Church recognized officially the fact 
that the willful desertion of a marriage 
partner results in the "death" of a mar
riage. The one who breaks the mar
riage bond, and refuses reconciliation, 
is not innocent, of course. But, in 
agreement with Paul (I Cor. 7:15), the 
church has acknowledged the possi
bility that the one who is deserted may 
be innocent and no longer "bound." 

This is not a novel interpretation of 

Paul's word concerning Christian mar
riage. For many years, the Eastern 
Orthodox churches have recognized 
desertion (along with adultery and 
apostasy) as legitimate ground for di
vorce. 

Adam Clarke's comment upon I Co
rinthians 7:15 is interesting: "Whether 
husband or wife: if such obstinately de
part and utterly refuse all cohabitation, 
a brother or a sister - a Christian man 
or woman, is not under bondage . . . 
so as to be prevented from remarrying. 
Such, probably, the law stood then; but 
it is not so now .... " He proceeds to 
comment upon the Victorian laws of an 
England whose religious heritage has 
been Roman Catholic rather than East
ern Catholic. Clarke is scholar enough 
to admit that Paul allowed the privi
lege. 

We speak to two populations 
The church speaks to Christians who 

should be "living letters" bearing the 
signature of Christ. These must seek 
Christ's ideal, the highest purpose of 
the Creator, in marriage. Teaching is 
the mission of the church to each gen
eration of Christians. Our youth must 
understand that marriage is no trial 
relationship. To end a marriage is no 
way to mend it. We must not live as pa
gans. 

But the church speaks to a pagan 
world also. We should speak confi
dently of God's forgiveness and new 
life through repentance and faith in 
Christ. We must offer hope and show 
compassion to all who come seeking 
salvation irrespective of how sadly 
snarled may be their former lives. 

Jesus came to save sinners. This is the 
church's proclamation. 

We face therefore a continuing di
lemma. On the one hand, we must 
strive for the purity of the Christian 
community. On the other hand, we 
must open our fellowship lovingly and 
redemptively to all who come to Christ 
in their sin and brokenness. 

Loving discipline is always vulner
able. The tension is real. We shall nev
er escape it as long as we offer salva
tion to sinners. And who doesn't qual
ity? - Reprinted from Light and Life by 
permission. 

A serious man said to J olm Wesley, "Sir, you wisL to serve God and 
go to heaven? RememLer that you cannot serve Him alone. You must 
therefore find companions, or maLe them; the BiLle Lnows nothlng of 
solitary religion." - Joumals of John Wesley, Volume I, page 469. 
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Editorial 

4'\Jby it;)on't ~ainb Cry Anymorel 

"Jesus wept" (John 11 :35). 
"In the days of his flesh, he offered up prayers and supplications 

with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from 
death, and was heard in that he feared" (Heb. 5:7). Jesus prayed for 
himself: "rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed 
into a solitary place, and there prayed" (Mark 1 :35). He spent a whole 
night in prayer before choosing the twelve apostles from among His 
disciples (Luke 6:12-13). He prayed for one disciple when he was in 
peril of losing his faith (Luke 22:32). And He wept aloud (as the original 
states) over the city that would reject Him (Luke 19:41). 

Perhaps then there are at least four reasons for Christians to cry. (1) 
Cry prayerfully over their own needs in reference to a particular cir
cumstance. How many defeats have we suffered in our own lives 
because we did not pray. And how much wisdom we have lacked 
because we did not ask. Even Joshua and the elders of Israel erred when 
they took of the Gibeonites' victuals, "and asked not counsel at the 
mouth of the Lord" (Josh. 9:14). 

(2) We need to spend nights in prayer, perhaps in weeping and 
fasting, before we commission our brethren to the work of the Lord. 
The New Testament missionary effort, in an organized way, really 
began when the church at Antioch "ministered to the Lord and fasted" 
(Acts 13:1-2). While thus earnestly praying, "The Holy Ghost said, 
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called 
them." And was it not Jesus who urged us to "pray ye therefore the 
Lord of the harvest that he will send forth laborers into his harvest" · 
(Matt. 9:38)? How effective are college and seminary studies if we do 

, not pray candidates out into God's missionary harvest? 
(3) Then how long has it been since we took in prayerful concern 

upon our hearts one soul who needed help that groceries or cash could 
not supply? Over a brother "overtaken in a trespass"? Daniel in praying 
for his people, set his face unto the Lord to seek by prayer and 
supplications, with fasting and sackcloth, and ashes: "And while I was 
speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people 
Israel, and presenting my supplication before the Lord my God" (Dan. 
9:20), God touched him and assured him of ultimate victory for those 
for whom he was praying. Will any believer be weak or lose grace 
because I have not prayerfully and tearfully wept for him? 

(4) It is time to cry aloud over the rebellion of our people -
and the world - against God. We are only optimists as to the victory 
of God through His church. We are utterly pessimistic that man can 
save himself or solve his problems. Now, more than ever before in 
history, "The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together, against the Lord, and against his Anointed, say
ing, Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords 
from us" (Ps. 2:2-3). We ought to weep over our rebellious world, 
and while we can relieve the famine, disease, and misery of some, 
let us realize that the worst days are ahead for the billions of 

Turn to page 12, please 
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I Need a Friend 

My life is a lonely one. 

Come to me - please - and let me call you "friend." 

Spare me a moment to share my sorrow, 
and lessen my pain by just being around. 
Don't leave me to rot in the dark of my soul. 

Shelter my life 
from the shattering blows of the hours alone. 
I can no longer stand to bear the depression, 
to fight what I feel and continue to live. 

Don't let me merely exist. 

I'm not just a rock or a piece of debris 
from a derelict ship forsaken. at sea. 

I need you to turn to, 
to gather your strength and make it my own. 

Please, I need you, friend. 
By Ken Kruzel 

W.Jeyan Church 
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STUDIES IN LUKE 

Luke 13:18-19 

The Mustard-seed Church 

How will the church grow? Like a large tree grows from a tiny 
mustard seed. So Jesus spoke of the church He is building! 

The mustard seed is tiny. Not really the smallest of all seeds, but the 
smallest seed that develops into that large a tree! How can we account 
for that? Simply because of the nature of the life God put into that seed. 

Divine beginnings always seem small and inauspicious. God only 
spoke, and the complex and immense universe came into being. Man, 
at great cost and ingenuity, builds a massive machine to "break" one_ 
atom. 

To bless a world, God called Abram, one man, to leave his home, 
abandon his religion, and move out of reach of his family and friends 
into an unknown country, so as to make him a blessing "to all the 
families of the earth." 

Jesus chose as the human founders of His church twelve little
known and undereducated fishermen and tax collectors "to be with 
him" that they might see His miracles, hear His words, and come to 
.believe that He was "God manifest in the flesh." No Roman governor 
or emperor could have dreamed how fast the mustard-seed church 
would grow that first century. 

The mustard seed is planted on earth, but nourished from heaven. 
Just as God took dust from earth as elements from which to make a 
man, so Jesus took earthly men - yes, sinners - to make them into the 
church, a collective body of saints. rhey are men still, with roots in the 
earth, but earth alone does not produce trees. God releases sunshine 
and rain from heaven, in the right amount and at the right time. In 
response to the water and wind and light that God supplies, the tree 
grows. The nature God put into the seed ("his seed remaineth in him,"· 
I John 3:9), and the blessings God bestows on the tree, account for its 
growth - on earth - among men - but from heaven. 

The mustard seed is zesty. Crush mustard seed, and you sense the 
heat and fiery vigor covered by that thin husk. Convict Saul of Tarsus on 
the Damascus road, and there is released a veritably blazing sun of 
clear, zealous testimony for the Christ he had despised. John the Baptist 
himself was such a seed - "a burning and a shining light." Crowds 
would never have gathered to hear John preach, nor would entire cities 
be changed (as Ephesus, Acts 19:17-20) under Paul's ministry, had the 
zest of the mustard seed been lacking. Growth of the church is no 
problem, if there be zest in the seed and God's blessings to make it 
grow. So St. Ambrose (ca. 340-379) wrote: "As soon as mustard seed is 
bruised, straightway it yields its odor, manifests its sharpness, and is in
flamed in such burning heat that it seems a marvel how much fire was 
shut up in such trifling grain .... So also at first sight the Christian faith 
seems a little thing, both common and insignificant, now showing 
power, exhibiting no pride, affording no grace." 

The mustard-seed church is pervasive: it fills the earth. We hear 
much talk about the world becoming more heathen every day. That's 
a quantitative measure, stated as churchmen see it. And there's un-
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Rest, Love, Run, Go On, 
Grow, Reach Out 

Continued from page 5 

moment of hardship] and in the 
defense and confirmation of the 
gospel." And then Paul goes on, "That 
your love may abound more and more, 
with knowledge and all discernment." 
Why? "So that you may approve what is 
excellent." 

Every good Jew, when he arises in the 
morning says a verse: "Hear, 0 Israel, 
the Lord our God is one Lord. And you 
shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, with all 
your strength." I love the way Moses 
puts it literally: "with your heart, with 
your being, and with all your very 
much." If you trace the truth through 
the next few verses, you know what it 
says? Write God's law on your heart, 
talk of it while you are sitting down, talk 
of it while you are on your way. Write it 
on the doorposts, put it in a box on 
your forehead, put it on your wrists. If 
you are to love Him with all you've got, 
then it means that very consciously, ra
tionally, mentally, you are giving your 
mind to Him. I think that's why Jesus, 
when He repeats this in the New Testa
ment adds, "with all your heart, with all 
your soul, with all your mind, and with 
all your strength." 

You know the difference between us 
and animals is self-consciousness plus 
rationality. The ability to step outside of 
myself and look at myself and think. 
We're talking to ourselves as we think. 
There are two people inside of us, and 
we're discussing what's going on in life 
and in the world. Now the question is: 
What do you and that "other person" 
in there have to talk about? If that 
"other fellow" is to help you in your 
Christian walk, it depends altogether 
on what you feed him. He'll only tell 
you back what you have already put in 
there. So then, write God's law upon 
your heart. 

Remember what is written in Psalm 
119: "How can a young man keep his 
way pure? . . . I have laid up thy word 
in my heart, that I might not sin against 
thee." I'm going to give that "guy" in 
there something to talk about, some
thing to tell me about, something to 
help me with. And so, I can't say it 
strongly enough, have regular devo
tions. There is nothing magical about 
devotions: you are feeding "that guy" 
(your mind] who lives in there. You're 
giving him something to talk about with 
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you as you go through the day, and 
that's why memorization is important. 
If you memorize material, then he's 
really got something to share with you. 
He's got something to feed back to you. 

Do some disciplined reading outside 
of the Scripture. I can't suggest every
thing, but Christian biographies, par
ticularly for young people, are very 
helpful. Read what will stretch your 
mind. God gave mind to you to turn 
you into a human being, and be very 
careful of escapism. I'll tell you my 
greatest fear of television. It is not vio
lence, it is not sex; it is the junk on it, 
the junk we feed our minds night after 
night that destroys us, that gives the 
"fellow" in there only twaddle to share 
with us and turns us into something less 
than human beings. "All to the end that 
we may approve what is excellent." 
God has made such an excellent world, 
so fascinating, so exciting. What limit
less pursuits to follow and discover! 
Love Him with your mind. 

Third, run from evil. Do you re
member the story of Joseph? He ran, 
leaving his coat in the hands of Poti
phar's wife. You cannot play with evil. It 
is a greased slide; put one step on the 
top of it and the next step is down there 
in the mud puddle at the bottom. There 
is no way - take it from experience. 
You cannot play. And the same thing is 
true with fantasies. You cannot play 
with fantasies and survive. They must 
be dealt with ruthlessly the moment 
they present themselves to the mind. 
Run, don't walk, to the nearest exit. 

But there a~e other kinds of evil that 
you need to run from. One of them is 
found in Psalm 1. Do you remember 
that business about walking: "who 
walks not in the counsel of the wicked" 
- that's bad enough; "nor stands in 
the way of sinners" - that's a little 
worse. "Nor sits in the seat of the scorn
ers." You cannot keep an attitude 
which is sweet, clear, fresh, and alive, 
and play around with scorn, mocking, 
and scoffing. It's like a disease. The 
more you mock, the more you mock. 
The more you scorn, the more you 
scorn. Do you know what you're doing 
when you gripe? You're saying, "God 
sure made a mess of this!" Com
plaining and griping - I say run from 
it! In everything give thanks. 

Right now begin to think very care
fully about material things and their 
control over your lives, and run. We 
could talk about some other things, 
too, but I think those are the critical 

ones in terms of conserving the effect 
of revival in your own life. 

Fourth, keep short accounts. It's easy 
to run up a long account. Well, I've 
done this and I've done that and I've 
done the other thing. I guess it's all 
over. And then a long time later you 
may say, "Lord, forgive me for this and 
this and this." No, the moment some
thing is brought to your mind and 
made clear that something is wrong -
at that moment confess it and be done 
with it and go on. Keep short accounts. 
Notice what Paul hopes for you: "that 
you may be blameless on the day of his 
appearing." Not faultless, but blame
less, and you can be blameless through 
the blood of Christ. 

It is easy here, once again, to slip 
back into this old selfish bag and say, 
"Man, l;ve got to do it; I didn't do it, 
and it's hopeless." Remember, this is 
God's business. One of my friends once 
told me about a prayer of his that has 
helped me immensely. He said one day 
he had done some things and he was 
kneeling beside his bed and said, "Oh, 
God, what a wretch I am." He said it 
was as if God said audibly, "Great, I'm 
glad you found that out. l.'ve known 
that for a long time. Now get up and 
let's go on." 

Stop beating yourself for that failure. 
When it was all up to you, failure is a 
terrible disaster. But when it's a matter 
of God living the Christian life through 
you and you slip out of fellowship with 
Him and do something, well, that 
makes a difference. lord, every day, 
every hour of every day, this would be 
me apart from You. Thank You that 
every hour of every day isn't like this. 
By Your grace You are making me 
straight in a crooked world. And then 
you can get away from that awful guilt 
and that awful feeling of hopelessness 
which freezes you. 

Fifth, avoid excessive introspection. 
The little boy had just planted a tomato 
plant in the morning. He came run
ning in in the afternoon with a very 
long face, saying, "Mommy, that 
tomato plant's not going to grow at all." 
She said, "Well, honey, how do you 
know?" "I've pulled it up five times to 
look at the roots and they're not any 
longer at all." Now there are some of us 
doing the same thing with our Chris
tian lives. We're all the time pulling it 
up to see whether or not the roots are 
getting any longer. It's another kind of 
selfishness. How's my spiritual life 
today? Satan doesn't care how he gets 
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pen sate some way, even if self-decep
tion is involved. Since you are con
vinced that these inner feelings cannot 
be controlled, you become engrossed 
with outer appearances over which you 
have no control. You therefore develop 
a professional front and play a role that 
exhibits yourself as you want to be 
seen. The real inner man is blocked out 
and hidden not only from others, but 
also from yourself. 

In maintaining a facade you are 
forced to use mechanisms that are at 
times irrational and even absurd. But 
you cannot perceive this fact because 
the real self has been obscured and 
your artificial bulwark must be pre
served at all costs. Real faith that relates 
to the inner life succumbs to the pre
occupation with externals, and your 
leadership now has to be based on 
legalism. Priority is given to making and 
enforcing rigid rules and laws. Doc
trine, interpreted to fit your views, be
comes the ba~is of the spiritual life. All 
who dare differ with you are usually 
labeled in a way designed to bring dis
credit upon them. You try to prove 
your own worth by pointing the finger 
at others who have no need to resort to 
erecting facades. Some self-justi
fication is achieved as you glibly and 
piously insist that you are holding up 
the standards of the Lord. Momentary 
feelings of righteousness and good
ness come, but like the result of all psy
chological mechanisms, they bring no 
real relief. Deep down you know that 
there is something lacking in your spir
itual life that causes dissatisfaction 
which cannot be alleviated by legal
istic maneuvers. 

If you are controlled by externals, 
you may become a legalist in morality 
and concentrate your attention on the 
conduct of the brethren. You become 
their judge and your judgment is based 
upon appearances, for little is known 
about matters of inner Christian faith 
and commitment. On the other hand, 
your emphasis may be intellectual and 
result in the belief that correct intel
lectual views determine who is a Chris
tian. It is possible for you to have tre
mendous intellectual ability, yet be un
able to really know yourself. Since you 
must try to satisfy your feelings about 
yourself by identifying with something 
external, you are likely to viciously at
tack whatever seems to threaten your 
structure or method because your en
tire self-concept is determined by it. 

A minister with this type of problem 
needs to face his real inner feelings of 
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inadequacy, for when you do you can, 
with the Lord's help, adjust and over
come. Then you can say, in the words 
of the Apostle Paul, "When I am weak, I 
am strong." You will thus be better able 
to relate to God and man without being 
dominated by outer factors. 

Ministers sometimes feel the need to 
hide their real feelings because these 
emotions do not seem to correlate with 
their concept of what a preacher 
should be. Furthermore, you may have, 
in the past, even in early childhood, 
through fear, repressed anger and 
other negative feelings. Yet these feel
ings must still manifest themselves. Be
cause they are unacceptable or even 
threatening to the one who possesses 
them, they emerge as feelings of 
depression, discouragement, anxiety, 
and a "what's the use" feeling. Some
times physical symptoms such as rash, 
tics, backache, wrinkles, loss of hair, 
and many others, result from tension. 
During counseling processes I have 
seen physical symptoms like the afore
mentioned clear up completely as per
sons recognize the "why" of their inner 
conflicts. The emotions that have been 
described are symptoms and cannot be 
successfully dealt with; however, you 
may find healing as you get at the 
source of the problem by recognizing, 
experiencing, and accepting your real 
feelings. You are thus enabled to im
prove yourself by using this self-under
standing to make changes in your life 
that will bring more peace and enable 
you to minister to people with greater 
effectiveness. Preachers ought to 

realize that piety which is exhibited at 
the cost of a facade or covering of real 
feelings is a spurious and worthless pi
ety. God sees us as we are inwardly and 
is not impressed with our veneer or 
any activities of penance. 

Is there sufficient help for ministers 
of our denomination as they face emo
tional stress? Obviously the answer is 
negative. Yet many problems could be 
avoided and others successfully solved 
if the needed assistance was available. 
Moreover, ministers would be happier 
and probably more effective if they had 
access to real counseling service. 
Nelson Boswell has said, "A person 
who carries an accurate concept in his 
mind of what he really is - with all his 
assets and limitations in focus - can 
find true contentment. He will have no 
need for pretense." Through counsel
ing service for ministers, personality 
conflicts would likely be reduced and 
the emotional as well as the spiritual 
vigor of laymen would increase under 
the influence of a more mature min
istry. Preachers and their wives could 
be drawn even closer together through 
better mutual understanding, and 
therefore better teamwork in Christian 
service would be achieved. 

To attain the projected results dis
tricts need to provide a counselor who 
can listen without being judgmental, 
and to whom a pastor can express any 
feeling without fear of being rejected. 
The preacher must know unequivo
cally that anything he says will be kept 
strictly confidential. 

Turn to page 12, please 
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Men have often avoided their responsibilities as fathers and husbands. It 
has been women who have established the spiritual and moral tone within 
the family unit, for which I think all men are grateful. But it is past time for 
men to take up their moral and spiritual leadership in this nation, their com
munities, and in the home. We must get over the idea that it is not a 
masculine or virile ideal to be a man of God .... Parents who are unwilling 
to teach their children the value of self-discipline and to punish them for 
willful disobedience are indifferent to their responsibilities. Love is not per
missiveness. Too many children in this land have never learned to say no to 
themselves, because their parents have never said no to them. - General 
Ralph E. Haines, retired commander of the U.S. Continental Army Com
mand. 

The Pattern of Pentecost 

Continued from page 3 

note in Peter's life was what he could 
do; after Pentecost it was clearly what 
God could do. The place of entire con
secration to God is the final adjust
ment to being in the right place for 
Pentecost. 

Fifty days following Passover is cer
tainly not a permanent period for 
receiving Pentecost. What is abiding is a 
time of intercession. Asking is an un
varying requisite for receiving basic 
spiritual experiences. The Upper Room 
disciples continued with one accord in 
prayer and supplication. It is the same 
for us. Prayer must precede personal 
Pentecost. 

We may suggest likewise a time of ex
pectation. This principle is not express
ly stated in the account, but it is surely 

Examine Your Emotional Stresses 

Continued from page 9 
Some may feel that the district super

intendent meets the pastors' needs for 
counseling; however, one or a number 
of factors may prevent him from pro
viding the service that is required. Dis
trict superintendents may be too far 
away physically and have insufficient 
time to go to the pastor. Probably some 
are too far away emotionally or are un
qualified for other reasons. Even 
though they are godly men with tre
mendous talent in leadership, adminis
tration, and other phases of the Lord's 
work, they may be unable to ade
quately counsel in the real sense. 
Moreover, they are busy and have in
sufficient time for work of this nature. 
Since the district superintendent is the 
pastor's superior, the pastor may fear to 
reveal his real feelings. It is not easy to 
reveal to another your own intimate 
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.implied. Jesus had commanded the dis
ciples not to depart from Jerusalem, but 
to wait for the promise of the Father. 
Their waiting in Jerusalem was a mani
festation of their obedience, and this 
was a practical demonstration of their 
faith. We have learned an essential 
lesson when we learn that faith and not 
feeling precipitates the fullness of the 
Holy Spirit. 

We may also add that the right period 
for Pentecost is the time of resig
nation. Followers of the Lord in every 
age have been prone to ask, "Wilt thou 
at this time restore again the 
kingdom?" And Jesus must repeatedly 
remind, "It is not for you to know the 
times or the seasons, which the Father 
hath put in his own power." Inter
cession and expectation may be can
celed by anxiety rather than com
plemented by resignation. Prayer pre-

feelings and to do so demands com
plete trust. 

A fellow pastor is a potential coun
selor but men with problems may be 
reluctant to talk to another minister 
about them for fear that they may be 
discussed with others. Sometimes 
fellow pastors are judgmental, or 
because of their own problems, cannot 
understand or accept the real feelings 
of brother ministers. Yet this is about all 
of the counseling possibilities that are 
now available to the pastor, and it is not 
enough. It does not meet the needs of 
the pastors nor, one would suspect, the 
demands of God. We send young men 
into the pastorate, emotionally unpre
pared to face the problems and tempta
tions that are sure to come; but we pro
vide little real assistance. Then when 
they succumb, we make them outcasts 
and never admit that we share some of 
the blame because of our neglect. 

There is a solution to the problem if 

cedes Pentecost, but so does patience. 
The pattern of Pentecost is com

pleted by the purpose for Pentecost. 
One purpose for Pentecost is that dis
ciples be filled with the divine Person 
(2:4). The wind, the fire, the languages, 
were but garments, and we must let 
God manage His own wardrobe. Elijah 
learned to recognize God not dressed 
in august trappings but in His most 
regal attire of a "still small voice." A sec
ond purpose is that disciples receive 
decisive purity (15:9). The symbols of 
wind and fire were symbols of purity. 
Even the languages highlighted not 
selfish ability as at Babel but sanctified 
diversity. Hearts purified of selfish 
management and selfish motives was 
one of the chief purposes of Pente
cost. 

A third purpose is that disciples ex
perience distinctive power; that they 
be borne onwards by the power of the 
Holy Spirit which possesses them (1 :8 
Margin). Power to be and power to do, 
but always not their own power or holi
ness (3:12)1 A final purpose was that 
disciples be capable of dynamic propa
gation: "Ye shall be witnesses unto me 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and 
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part 
of the earth." 

The great need of the Church and of 
individual Christians is Pentecost. The 
pattern is clear; the promise is sure. -
Reprinted from The Wesleyan Holi
ness Advocate. 

we really desire it. Every district could 
provide an official pastoral counselor, 
a man qualified emotionally and 
through training to accomplish the 
task. It has been established that when 
ministers are provided this help the re
sponse is usually great. Let us never 
forget that pastors have emotional and 
sometimes marital problems just as 
laymen, but they have no one to go to 
for assistance. Is this fair? 

There is a great source of help in the 
Lord for all pastors. Preachers need to 
get alone with God and lay bare their 
souls before Him. You need to tell Him 
about your resentments and also your 
times of encouragement. If this is done, 
the need for a front is lessened and you 
are better able to be yourself. The Lord 
Jesus can be a source of stability in a 
crisis, yet He has so made us that even 
with the tremendous help that He 
provides, we still need a person in 
whom we can confide. t 
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MISSION 
RELATED 
NEWS 

General Department of World Missions-Robert N. Lytle, General Secretary 

DISTRICTS MERGE 
The Mount Frere and Good Hope Districts of 
South Africa are in the process of merging 
this year. There is a national superinten
dent at Mt. Frere. Please pray for the guid
ance of the Holy Spirit in these matters. 

NEW PREACHING POINTS 
District Superintendent F. E. Stanley reports 
four new preaching points in the European 
work of South Africa. Increase in church at
tendance and .membership is also reported. 
The Durban church raised over $8,000 in a 
recent missionary convention. 

OPPORTUNITY FOR PHYSICIAN 
Hospitals in Zambia still await the services 
of a missionary doctor where salary and resi
dence are provided at government expense. 
Plans nearly completed for the placement of 
a doctor did not materialize and Mission Co
ordinator Joe Watkins urges continuing 
prayer for the fulfillment of this need. 

BIBLE COLLEGE FULL 
The Brakpan Wesleyan Bible College is filled 
to capacity and the new dormitory roof was 
completed in late June. A new wave of qpti
mistic faith seems to be sweeping the Euro
pean work of South Africa. 

BRISBANE ORGANIZED 
The new Wesleyan church in Brisbane, Aus
tralia, was organized the weekend of May 25 
with 23 charter members. District Superin
tendent A. H. Carnell writes that the whole 
State of Queensland is a tremendous field for 
The Wesleyan Church. 

SCHOOL REVIVAL 
Wilma Cheney, recently returned to her teach
ing position at Choma Secondary School in 
Zambia, reports a very good revival meeting 
there with the Reverend Harold Rickman as 
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evangelist. Pray for the fruitful witness of 
the many students who have chosen to fol low 
Christ. 

MISSIONARIES TO THE FIELD (departed or 
soon to depart) 
To the Philippines: Robert and Karolyn 

Bickert from Michigan 
To Puerto Rico: Judy Case, Joan Edwards, 

David and Ellen Hill, Phyllis Smith from 
Michigan; Roberta Fair from Pennsylvania; 
John Ludeman from New York 

To South Africa: James and Carol Ramsay 
from California 

MISSIONARIES TO FURLOUGH (arrived or 
soon 19 arrive) 
From J-faiti: Storer and Wilma Emmett to 

New York; Wanita Scott to Ohio 
From Jamaica: Edna Mae Carter to Indiana 
From Puerto Rico: Tillman and Mary Smith 

to Indiana 
From Sierra Leone: Karla Johnston to South 

Carolina: Cheryl Sul I ivan to Ontario 
From South Africa: Paul and Laconda Wilson 

to Indiana 
From Taiwan: Freda Farmer to Ohio 
From Zambia: Rosemary Maddux to Indiana 

RAINS DUE 
It is time for seasonal rains to begin in In
dia, and people are hurrying to get their 
rice fields readied for planting. It is hoped 
that the government will provide seed since 
most people have already eaten up all their 
seed r.ice: Many seem to understand that it 
is only the Christians' God who has saved 
them from starving. 

NEW PIONEER CONGREGATION 
About 30 people gather each Sunday at the new 
pioneer church at Silvan, Australia, near Mel
bourne. As you pray for them, remember also 
the midweek prayer and Bible study meetings. 
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General Department of Extension and Evangelism 
C. WESLEY LOVIN, General Secretary 

British Isles District 
Moves Ahead 
Annual Baptismal Service 

The great annual convention of the 
British Isles District begins with a bap
tismal service. This annual meeting is 
the highlight of the year. The church is 
packed with standing room only, when 
the minister opens with prayer. Then 
praising - singing - and shouting. All 
this is in order as the atmosphere is 
charged with the Spirit. One's atten
tion is drawn to the front rows on the 
right of the speaker. Here are seated 
forty people - men and women - a 
few older, but mostly young, dressed in 
white. 

These are candidates for baptism, 
ready to answer the required questions 
satisfactorily and to give a word of 
witness to their salvation and readiness 
to do the will of God. 

During the singing and rejoicing, 
new converts one by one make their 
way to the baptismal pool; each gives 
his name, and is immersed by the dis
trict superintendent. 

Some come out of the water with a 
shout, others with a hearty "Praise the 
Lord," while others seem breathless, 
but all feeling the presence of the Holy 
Spirit placing His seal on their outward 
witness of an inner work. 

Following the baptism, a message of 
challenge and courage is given to the 
candidates. The service lasts more than 
three hours, but time does not seem to 
be a factor in this holy event. 

Oh, for more services where His 
presence is of more importance than 
the matter of time. 

During the closing hymn, a fervent 
invitation is given, with seekers at the 
altar. Exhortation and prayer for vic
tory conclude the service, and people 
leave in cars, vans, or walking, still re
joicing. Tomorrow they will come to
gether again for the first full day of con
vention. 

Annual Convention 
Sunday, though cool and damp, 

found hundreds gathering at Digbeth 
Convention Center in Birmingham, En
gland. Large buses, vans, and small cars 
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brought the people from London, Not
tingham, Manchester, Wolverhamp
ton, etc., while some Birmingham Wes
leyans walked to the meeting place. 

Emphasis today is on the newly orga
nized district WMS ladies. In fact, they 
planned the program and presided at 
the sessions. 

There was a time for Sunday school at 
the beginning of the day. 

Scripture, prayer, lively singing, an
nouncements by the district superin
tendent, ladies' choir, and a men's 
choir were a part of the preliminaries. It 
was my privilege to be introduced and 
bring a message on "My Church" 
emphasizing the convention theme -
"Loyal Workers Are Needed." The 
audience was an inspiration, their re
sponse spontaneous, and several hun
dred came forward when the invi
tation for total dedication was given. 

WMS Public Meeting 
The afternoon service was carried on 

by the ladies, presided over by the 
WMS president, Mrs. Defreitas. Songs, 
exhortations, choruses, and testi
monies made the afternoon inspiring. 
Following one lady's lively message on 
Esther, the response to the front for 
prayer was spontaneous and large. This 
was without a formal invitation. 

The choir was made up of about 100 
women all dressed in white - beau
tiful in sight and sound as they sang in 
the Spirit. 

Concluding Day 
Most of the London people had to 

return home, but a good number were 
present. The morning and afternoon 
consisted of songs, exhortations, testi
monies, choruses, and a closing mes
sage on the "Family" by District Super
intendent Pemberton. 

The emotional surge was great. The 
candidates who were baptized gave 
public testimonies - a gracious time. 
So much time was taken until I did not 
have time to bring the closing mes
sage. Instead I brought a few remarks 
and had all pastors to come forward for 

a time of sincere prayer for grace and 
power to face the future when they re
turned home. We had a gracious time 
with these wonderful people. 

To God be the glory for all the good 
that was done. 

Church Dedication 
One of the most inspmng church 

dedication services was held on Sat
urday, May 31, 1975, at Wolver
hampton, England. This was a historic 
occasion, in that this was the first prop
erty purchased and owned by The Wes
leyan Church in the British Isles. Prior 
to this, a couple of leases had been 
agreed on buildings, but this was their 
first outright purchase. 

For the dedication the auditorium of 
this church, seating 200, was nearly 
filled with loyal persons from through
out the district. As the ministers (eleven 
of them) were asked to speak briefly, it 
was apparent that each rejoiced in the 
accomplishment and felt encouraged 
that the future would hold other such 
joyous occasions. 

The British Isles District is a closely 
knit unit where cooperation and love 
are very much manifest in joint efforts. 

Most of the twenty congregations in 
the district rent spaces - in schools and 
other buildings. Recently a caretakers' 
strike "shut out" a congregation of 
more than 200 from its meeting place. 
Frustrating indeed! 

In England, as elsewhere, inflation 
has affected the economy, and prop
erty costs have skyrocketed. However, 
their hope is that by careful planning, 
other properties can be purchased. 

The recent Self-Denial Offering so 
graciously promoted by the WMS was a 
great boost and encouragement to all 
the Wesleyans in the British Isles. 

Loyalty to the church costs these 
people more financially, but neverthe
less, it remains constant. They are will
ing to make great sacrifices to see the 
Wesleyan message go out throughout 
their district. 

The district and their leadership con
tinue to desire close ties with the States, 
and this is evidenced by their total 
commitment to serving Christ through 
The Wesleyan Church in the British 
Isles. 

Continue to give them your prayers, 
your support, and your best wishes. 
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"Work should be the extension of our being, 
the expression of our souls." 

The Dignity of Work 

THE CHRISTIAN VIEW of honest la
bor hos hod a profound influence on 
our culture, and it is at least in port re
sponsible for the progress and material 
prosperity of the Western world. This 
Christion work ethic is in our time un
der attack by enemies of our faith and 
culture. 

Some people believe that machines 
and technology have put work out of 
style and that government should guar
antee every citizen annual minimum in
come whether he works or not. Be
cause the Christian attitude hos been 
so productive and because it is now un
der attack, we believe it is important to 
understand what our faith really teach
es about work. 

God's first command to man was, 
"Be fruitful and multiply . . . subdue 
the earth and hove dominion over every 
living thing." The Bible tells us, "And 
the Lord God took the man, and put 
him into the garden to dress it and keep 
it." 

Some people hove the mistaken idea 
that man did not hove to work until sin 
come into the world. This is not true. 
God gave man the earth, but com
manded him to subdue it. He was to 
work from the very beginning. His 
mind, hands, and feet were given to him 
to use in a creative and productive 
manner. 

Even God is portrayed as working at 
creation, working so hard He enjoyed 
rest! Furthermore, He still works. On 
on occasion when the Jews criticized 
Jesus for healing on the Sabbath, He 
said, "My Father is always at his work 
to this very day, and I, too, om work
ing" (John 5: 17, NIV). 

The Bible abounds in commands for 
us to be diligent in doing the work as
signed to us. "Go to the ant, you slug
gard, consider her ways and be wise" 
(Prov. 6:6). 

The ideal woman pictured in the lost 
chapter of Proverbs is one who "works 
with willing hands. . . . She rises while 
it is yet night, and gives food to her 
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household, . . . she considers a field 
and buys it; with the fruit of her hands 
she plants a vineyard . . . she puts her 
hands to the distaff; she manipulates 
the spindle . . . she makes linen gar
ments and sells them. . . . Acknowl
edge the products of her hands; let her 
works praise her in the gates" (Prov. 
31: 12-31). 

The early Christians were not told to 
spend all of their time in prayer and 
meditation. The Apostle Poul told 
them, "Make it your ambition to lead a 
quiet life, to ,riind your own business 
and to work with your hands, just as we 
told you, so that your doily life may win 
the respect of outsiders and so that you 
will not be dependent on anybody" ( I 
Thess. 4: 11-12). "If a man will not 
work, he shall not eat" (11 Thess. 3: 1 O); 
and "He who hos been stealing must 
steal no longer, but must work, doing 
something useful with his own hands, 
that he may hove something to shore 
with those in need" (Eph. 4:28). 

The Bible teaches us to abhor idle
ness; to despise the sluggard and to let 
the lazy suffer the just deserts of his in
dolence. As Christians we believe we 
were created to live active, productive 
lives. 

From the very beginning, the order of 
creation was such that work was a ne
cessity. There were weeds to pull and 
vines to prune in that first garden. God 
gives us trees, but we hove to build our 
own houses. He provides iron ore, but it 
has to be fashioned into steel products. 
He created grain-producing plants, but 
they must be cultivated and the groin 
must be harvested, milled, and baked 
into bread. 

Machines and technology hove 
greatly increased man's productivity 
and raised our standard of living, but 
there is still much work to do. In much 
of the world not even man's bore ne
cessities ore being satisfied. People are 

dying of physical hunger. There ore still 
millions of places for willing hands to 
serve, for trained minds to teach. A 
needy world awaits your work. 

Why should work be so distasteful to 
so many people? Among many rea
sons, only three seem important: 

Sin did not bring work into the world, but it 
did cast a shadow aver work. Because of sin, 
work become more difficult and dis
tasteful to man. Sin estranged man 
from God, from his fellowmen and even 
from the universe. We know that cer
tain jobs ore hard, dirty, hot, monoto
nous - a weariness to both body and 
mind; but having recognized this, we 
declare that the drudgery is more often 
due to the attitude of the workman 
than the nature of the job. Unforgiven 
sin takes the joy out of work. A wrong 
attitude toward God and life puts 
drudgery into work. 

Work may prove to be drudgery because we 
have not found the place God wants us ta 
serve. God does not give a man ten tal
ents to do a one-talent job. Man should 
not blunder into the job he accepts, but 
should plan and prepare himself in 
keeping with the gifts God has be
stowed upon him. If your work is drudg
ery because you are misplaced, then 
make an intelligent, reasoned change. 

It may be that work becomes drudgery be
cause all initiative and responsibility are taken 
away. God created men to be men and 
not slaves to the state or to industry. 
We believe the Christion view of work 
includes the right of private property, 
the opportunity to practice individual 
initiative, and willingness to accept per
sonal responsibility. 

God did not create us to be dumb, 
unthinking hands, but sons of God, 
made in His image. The employee 
should be a real partner in the business 
or industry, with a right to shore in the 
profit and a willingness to help bear the 
burden of any loss. We believe the right 
of ownership, the opportunity to prac
tice initiative, and the acceptance of re
sponsibility can go a long way in tak
ing drudgery out of work and at the 
same time release reservoirs of energy 
and insights often left untouched. 

Physical labor is therapeutic. Those 
recovering from mental illness are of
ten given handwork to do. 

The Hebrew culture into which Jesus 
was born required that every youth 
learn a trade. Our Lord had to learn to 
work with His hands, and He mastered 

Turn ta next page, please 
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MISSION 
RELATED 
NEWS 

General Department of World Missions-Robert N. Lytle, General Secretary 

SIERRA LEONE RECEIVES EMERGENCY AID 
Twenty-five hundred dollars arrived at mis
sions headquarters in Marion, Indiana, from 
the World Relief Commission of the National 
Association of Evangel ica Is to help rebuild 
properties damaged by the storm in late June 
in Sierra Leone. Mission Coordinator James 
Wiggins reported in the hours fol lowing the 
storm that damage to mission buildings, which 
included a number of primary schools, could 
reach $25,000. The WRC gift was forwarded 
promptly to Sierra Leone for utilization by the 
mission and national church. 

KABALA BEGINS NEW YEAR 
The Kabala school for missionary children in 
Sierra Leone begins August 20 with a present 
enrollment of 37 students. Miss Lois Curtiss 
of Michigan is the principal. 

REVIVAL IN FREETOWN 
A real moving of the Holy Spirit in the area of 
Freetown, Sierra Leone, is reported. Pray 
that new radio programs in Krio, paid for by 
evangelicals in Freetown, will have remark
able fruitage across that country. 

HAITI REVIVAL 
The genera I convention at the Fauche camp
ground was the scene of a wonderful rev_ival 
in northern Haiti. Attendance averaged 700 
persons, according to Missionary Pudwill. 

COLOMBIA AIDS INDIA 
Churches in Colombia raised $155.48 to help 
their brothers in Christ in India. The official 
publication of The Wesleyan Church in Colom
bia Weslegrama had urged all believers to 
give the value of one meal for famine relief in 
India. 

EIGHT BAPTIZED 
The Reverend Leandro Morales, pastor of the 
Guaynabo Wesleyan Church in Puerto Rico, 
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reports two recent glorious services in which 
a total of eight persons were baptized. 

FILIPINO BIBLE STUDENTS ENROLLED 
At the four Wesleyan Bible schools in the Phil
ippines there are presently 116 students en
rol led. Pray for them as they prepare for 
full-time ministries. 

PREDAWN MEETING 
Marion and Marjorie Birch recently used 
movies to help illustrate the gospel with night 
attendance at over 300 persons each time. 
They even had a predawn showing with 163 
people in attendance. A new church is in the 
making there at Kathombo, Sierra Leone. 

ON THE CHIEF'S VERANDA - -----------The last Sunday before furloughing, Marion 
Birch held a seven a.m. service in Mathadi, 
with about 60 believers meeting on the chief's 
veranda. The Christians sang wel I, prayed 
the Lord's Prayer, and gave a fine offering. 
The chief presented Mr. Birch with a live 
chicken as a farewel I gift. 

GROWTH IN QUEENSLAND 
Australians report two churches in the State 
of Queensland. In Brisbane the Annerley 
church is pastored by the Reverend Don Hard
grave, and at the Redel iffe Peninsula church 
the pastor is the Reverend Merv Stace. 

RECORDED SERMONS 
Roger and Helen Bassett have worked with 
Dan Duda in Zambia to record over 80 sermons 
for use on Radio Zambia. Zambian national 
leaders are becoming interested in this out
reach. 

PACIFIC TOUR 
Write Pacific Mission Study Tour, P. 0. Box 
2000, Marion, IN 46952, for a colorful bro
chure. Dates for travel are Nov. 5 - Dec. 2. 

The Wesleyan Advocate 











thirty-eight churches paid 1 00% or more of 
budget askings. 

CENTRAL NEW YORK 
General Superintendent: J. D. Abbott; Distrid 

Superintendent: Rev. James E. Bence; Assistant 
D.S.: Rev. Ward Hall; Secretary: Rev. Gerald 
Wright, Jr.; Treasurer: Mrs. Mary 0. Conk
lin. Every church raised in full its USF and 
district budget obligations; church mem
bership increased by 5%; property values up 
by $341,500; Millerton and Morris Sunday 
schools tied with 37% attendance in
creases; 1975 Youth Camp registered 176 
campers. Voted a vacation schedule for pas
tors for service in the Wesleyan ministry: For 
1 0 years of service - 3 weeks, and for 1 5 
years - 4 weeks of vacation with pay and 
the local church to furnish cost of pulpit 
supply. Men ordained: Larry Hodge and San
ford Sines. Chambers Campground is being 
developed as a family vacation center with 
double swimming pools, recreation facilities 
for children and adults, and three taber
nacles for religious services and Christian 
education purposes. 
CHAMPLAIN 

General Superintendent: J. D. Abbott; District 
Superintendent: Rev. Charles A. Dayton; Assis
tant D.S.: Rev. Everett E. Elliott; Secretary: Rev. 
Gerald C. Matson; Treasurer: Rev. Richard A. 
Bennett. Organized new churches in Bos
ton, Mass., and Shokan, New York; all USF 
and district budget obligations paid in full; 
realized a 3% increase in full members and 
1 1 % growth in Sunday school average 
attendance; total income increased by $42,-
000. Voted to begin construction of a two
story 16-unit motel on campground and au
thorized the OBA to proceed with plans for 
and construction of a new district parson
age and headquarters. Men ordained: How
ard Ross and Kenneth Taber. 
DELMARVA 

General Superintendent: J. D. Abbott; District 
Superintendent: Rev. Paul D. Dieter; Assistant 
D.S.: Rev. William H. Miller; Secretary: Rev. J. 
Reed Morris; Treasurer: Rev. David P. Mink
witz. Paid 86% of USF - 73% of the local 
churches paid in full. Total cash income for 
all purposes increased by $108,000. Since 
merger total giving to general church pur
poses has doubled. This year spent $37,000 
in camp improvements. Had 3% gain in full 
members, 1 3 of the 51 Sunday schools 
showed attendance gains. The leaders were 
Georgetown, Delaware - numerical gain of 
43 and Crisfield, Maryland - 81 % growth. 
Voted approval of reolignme!lt of bound
aries resolution as submitted ·by the comity 
committees of Capitol, Delmarva, and Vir
ginia districts. Liston Moyer was ordained. 
EASTERN OHIO 

General Superintendent: J. D. Abbott; District 
Superintendent: Rev. John Minsker, 111; Assis
tant D.S.: Rev. C. E. Honks; Secretary: Rev. 
Duane 0. Fisher; Treasurer: Rev. Froman 
Gollihue. Paid 92% of USF obligation; Sun
day school attendance leaders were Newark 
(Community) - 57 numerical gain and New 
Marshfield - 85% above lost year. Four 
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new YMWBs organized - membership up 
by 69. Increased annual salary of district 
superintendent by over $1,000. Men or
dained: Fred Fox and Richard D. Lupton. 
Commissioned Mrs. Al ice Russell a deacon
ess. Named Rev. Roy Ankrim pastor of the 
year - he served formerly as district super
intendent and is presently the pastor at Bar
berton. 
EAST MICHIGAN 

General Superintendent: Virgil A. Mitchell; 
District Superintendent: Rev. William Doe; Assis
tant D.S.: Rev. Roy Webster; Secretary: Rev. G. 
V. Skinner; Treasurer: Rev. C. R. Dean. Goin 
of 2% in full membership; 34% increase in 
World Missions; 4.6% increase in total in
come; USF contribution 75%. Erection of 
two dormitories and a caretaker's house on 
the campground. Norman Kessler was or
dained. 
FLORIDA 

General Superintendent: Melvin H. Snyder; 
District Superintendent: Foster E. Piatt; Assistant 
D.S.: Raymond Kensell; Secretary: Wilbur W. 
Coates: Treasurer: Lee Schenck; Secretary of 
Extension and Evangelism: John Giles; Secretary 
of World Missions: Eunice Phillippe; Education 
Secretary: Charles Cecil. Two new churches 
opened and 2.7% gain in total membership. 
Eighty-five percent USF and District budget 
paid, with a $5,325.77 increase in district 
income. Dennis Waymire was ordained an el
der. 
GEORGIA 

General Superintendent: Melvin H. Snyder; 
District Superintendent: Rev. Raymond R. 
Hicks; Assistant D.S. Rev. Jomes C. Mea
ders; Secretary: Rev. M. L. Arnold; Treasurer: 
Mrs. Karis Gilder. Six percent gain in total 
full membership. Ninety percent USF paid. 
Paul K. Busch, Harold B. Bennett, and Henry 
Sapp were ordained. 
KENTUCKY 

General Superintendent: Melvin H. Snyder; 
District Superintendent: A. L. Sypolt; Assistant 
D.S.: W. H. Richardson; Secretary: Gordon L. 
Tilley; Treasurer: Frank Webb; Secretary of Ex
tension and Evangelism: Rev. E.G. Pommerehn; 
Secretary of World Missions: Rev. Jenny V. Vin
cent. Five percent gain in membership; 11 % 
gain in Sunday morning worship atten
dance; 4% gain in Sunday night atten
dance; 10% gain in midweek prayer atten
dance; 9% gain in Sunday school enroll
ment; 11 % gain in total income; 10% gain 
in pastors' salaries; 74.2% district budget 
and 70.2% USF paid. Rev. Paul Ebright re
signed the district superintendency after ten 
years of outstanding service in this office. 
He was presented a gift of $600 in an appro
priate ceremony. Dottie Sexton, Kenneth 
Sandefur, James Haddon, and Philip Har
rington were ordained. In a surprise, unan
nounced ceremony District Superintendent 
Ebright, himself a Kentucky Colonel, pre
sented General Superintendent Snyder a 
beautifully framed certificate from Gover
nor Julian M. Carroll, commissioning him a 
Kentucky Colonel with all rights and privi
leges. 

NORTH CAROLINA-KERNERSVILLE 
General Superintendent: Melvjn H. Snyder; 

District Superintendent: Rev. R. S. Shelton; 
Assistant D.S.: Rev. J. L. Denny; Secretary: Dr. 
J. A. Grout; Treasurer: Rev. W. Don Richard
son; Secretary of Extension and Evangelism: Rev. 
H. A. Lewis; Secretary of World Missions: Rev. T. 
R. York. There was a 3.4% increase in total 
membership; 3.2% gain in full member
ship; 8% gain in Sunday night attendance; 
15% gain in midweek service attendance; 
4.7% gain in CYC enrollment; 87% USF 
paid, and 89% district budget paid. B. 
Wayne Chandler, Kent B. Garner, and Ro
land Smith were ordained. 

NORTH MICHIGAN 
General Superintendent: Virgil A. Mitchell; 

District Superintendent: Rev. Robert W. Cooper; 
Assistant D.S.: Rev. Vernon LeFeber; Secretary: 
Rev. Bruce White; Treasurer: Mr. Franklin 
Howell. Gain of 6% in full members; 9.5% 
in Sunday morning attendance; 7% eve
ning attendance; 21 % midweek atten
dance; 23% in number professing regenera
tion; 8.6% gain in Sunday school atten
dance; 5.95% in total income; 82% USF 
General and 84.5% of USF Education paid. 
Men ordained: Edward Coleson, Roger L. 
Cooper, Tim Foll, Steve Packard, Leo Pick
ering, Albert Sparks, and Robert Tibbits. 
NORTHWEST 

General Superintendent: Robert W. McIn
tyre; District Superintendent: Thomas E. Lee; 
Assistant D.S.: E. E. Meeks; Secretary: L. B. 
Smalley; Treasurer: Douglas 0. Bacheller. 
Gain of 4% in full membership. New church 
under construction at pioneer work in Vero
dole (Spokane) Washington. Rev. D. Gene 
Whetstone resigned as secretary during the 
year because of illness. The district paid 
97. 1 % of budget asking, with 20 of 26 
churches paying 1 00%. District Superin
tendent Lee proposed and Conference 
adopted a goal of 15% increase in full mem
bership this year. 
SOUTH CAROL I NA 

General Superintendent: Melvin H. Snyder; 
District Superintendent: Rev. C. T. Bryant; Assis
tant D.S.: Rev. W. D. Jomes; Secretary: Rev. 
Foster D. Gentry; Treasurer: Rev. George M. 
Nolley. Modest gains in membership, Sun
day school attendance, and church atten
dance. Paid 90% of USF General Fund, 93% 
USF Educational Fund. Authorized the pur
chase of new comp site consisting of 225 
acres on scenic U.S. Highway 11 at the foot 
of the beautiful Table Rock Mountain ad
joining the Table Rock State Park. Daniel E. 
Coleman, Joseph Lusk; Tony Grant, V. E. 
Gilreath, and Mrs. Frances Gilreath were or
dained elders. Mrs. Nancy Edwards was com
missioned a special worker. 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 

General Superintendent: Virgil A. Mitchell; 
District Superintendent: Jesse V. Tewell, Sr.; 
Assistant D.S.: Orville M. Awe; Secretary: Ver
non Munson; Treasurer. Lawrence Butts. A 
gain of 3.3% in membership, a slight gain in 
Sunday school attendance, 7% gain in total 
income, and a gain of 7% in USF contribu-
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By George L. Ford 
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HUMBER 1B 

Editorial 

''WRITE WHAT YOW CE£~' 

The Revelation to John 1: 11, 19 

Men speak to their day or their generation; men write both for their 
day and for generations to come. 

A cautious person may hesitate to commit himself- his thoughts 
and convictions - to writing. And here is where either an inner persua
sion or ari outside-himself command overrules him. These two forces 
may join to compel him to write. 

Our brother, God's servant John (Rev. 1:9-10), yielded to the di
vine command, "Write what you see in a book." Had John not obeyed, 
The Revelation to John (the last book of the New Testament) would 
never have been written. The vision of the ascended Christ would not 
have been shared (Rev. 1: 12-18), the seven churches would never have 
received Christ's message, and Christians through the centuries would 
never have read of the mutual wrath between God and Satan, their fi
nal battle, Christ's ultimate victory, and the final glorious divine fulfill
ment in history: "Behold, I make all things new" (Rev. 21 :5). What oth
er book could be the last volume of the New Testament I ibrary than 
The Revelation? 

John did not write only what he KNEW. John knew much about 
Jesus, much more than he or others wrote. In fact, John wrote: "I sup
pose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be 
written" about the Word who became flesh and dwelt among us. (See 
John 21 :25; 1: 14). Knowledge is power, power which may be used to 
illuminate others or to inflate oneself. "Knowledge puffs up," wrote 
Paul, and it was the curiosity to know that tripped Eve and trapped 
Adam in the Garden of Eden. 

John did not write only what he THOUGHT. How profound his 
thoughts were may be gathered from his Gospel, 1: 1-18. Perhaps no
where else in literature may be found so many profound thoughts 
clothed in so few simple words. Those who think of Jesus as John did, 
know that only God can put so much eternity into time, can embody so , 
much deity in humanity. 

John was charged to write what he SAW. Thus, John was not only 
a· good thinker and a good learner, he had a single eye. All the Twelve 
were "eyewitnesses of his majesty" in transfiguration ( 11 Peter 1: 16), 
but only Stephen and Paul and John saw the ascended Christ in glory. 

First, and most importantly, John saw the ascended and glorified Christ, 
who is the Alpha and Omega, the one who has the keys to death and 
Hades, the one who lives forevermore! Seeing Christ would certainly 
put into proper perspective all that we see of things and people on 
earth. Seeing Him, we can understand how Paul would say: "Indeed I 
count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord" (Phil. 3:8). Likewise, we can understand why 
Moses endured the impatience and backsliding of the Israelites, "as 
seeing him who is invisible" (Heb. 11 :27). The fire Moses saw first in 
the bush kept illuminating and sustaining him until finally God trans
lated Moses into His own presence. .. 
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Editorial 

CReJLectionc, l,y the €.:litor 
ITEM. Camp meetings 1975. By courtesy of the Department of Church 

Extension and Evangelism, a listing of Wesleyan district camps and 
their workers was published in the May 12 issue of The Wesleyan Advo
cate (p. 15). Most of the general superintendents and officers preached 
in one or more comps in the summer of 1975. It was my privilege to 
hove a port in two, the Dakota District Comp and the Atlantic District 
Comp. What a blessing -to break the bread of God's Word to those who 
attended the Rapid City Camp. Approaching the camp I read on the 
sign, "Christians never meet for the lost time." I cannot forget that, 
nor the true spiritual brotherly fellowship I enjoyed with District Super
intendent Dean Watson (who is a member of the General Board of Ad
ministration), the ministers, and the laymen of that district. Just 29 
years ago I served as one of the evangelists at the Dakota camp (then in 
Aberdeen), and now am reminded that "Christians never meet for the 
lost time." Thank God for that refreshing. 

It was the fourth time I signed the guest book of the workers at 
Beulah Camp, located at Browns Flats, New Brunswick. Thank God, the 
spirit that prevailed in 1952 was present again in 1975. As Paul said of 
the Corinthians, "My heart is enlarged to you." Seldom in my ministry 
have I had opportunity to fellowship with people more real, more joyful, 
and more spiritually alive than I experienced at Beulah Camp. I simply 
had to write to District Superintendent Ralph Ingersoll (also a member 
of the General Board) that "perhaps there is only one step beyond Beu
lah Comp, and that is Beulah Land." For many years, I have not seen 
Wesleyans give so generously and joyfully. I left part of my heart at_ 
Beulah. Some camps may be dead or dying; these two are not. If these 
two camps and their district leadership represent a cross section of The 
Wesleyan Church, the future is indeed bright. 

ITEM. We knew it 25 years ago! What? That we would be dangerously 
dependent on foreign oil by 1975. The editor of U.S. News and World Re
port, on his page in the May 5, 1975, issue of that magazine, reminded 
us that President Truman appointed a Materials Policy Commission to 
undertake "a thorough analysis of the world's resources and material 
needs for the next 25 years." The Paley Report (named for its chair
man, William S. Paley of the Columbia Broadcasting System) took 
1950 as the starting point, examined existing and potential supplies 
and requirements, and then made recommendations for ways to see 
that we got oil the fuel and vital materials we would need in the foresee
able future. In the summer of 1952 the co~mission recommended that 
the U.S. start immediately on a program, encouraged by the govern
ment, to increase oil exploration and production, and get moving on 
developing petroleum substitutes and synthetics, cool and other ener
gy sources. "Domestic crude production is still far from the end of the 
road, but even under fairly optimistic assumptions it cannot keep pace 
with rising domestic needs up to 1975." Otherwise, the report conclud
ed, "we would be dangerously dependent on foreign oil by 1975." In 
1975, we import two of every five barrels used in this country. So - we 
(the U.S., particularly its presidents and congresses since 1950) are to 
blame for the present energy crisis. We played politics while the oil wells 
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MISSION 
RELATED 
NEWS 

General Department of World Missions-Robert N. Lytle, General Secretary 

ACADEMY BEGINS WITH OUTDOOR SERVICE 
Wesleyan Academy, in Puerto Rico, began the 
new academic year with a general assembly on 
the outdoor bleachers. The students were in
spired by testimonies and admonitions of two 
former students, Carlos Martinez and John 
Roman. Faculty and staff rejoice in a good 
beginning. 

WATKINS STUDIES BIBLE WITH LOCAL 
BUSINESSMEN 
Mission Coordinator Joe Watkins has launched 
a weekly Bible Study which includes local 
businessmen of Choma, Zambia. Says Mr. 
Watkins, 11 1 am enjoying it more than anything 
I have done in Zambia! 11 Banks, the post of
fice, and other government offices are repre
sented by the group. 

TWENTY-SEVEN PREPARE FOR MINISTRY 
Twenty-seven students enrol led this year at 
the Wesleyan Bible Institute of the European 
District at Brakpan, South Africa. Eighteen 
are new students, and some had university 
work before they received a call for full-time 
ministry. Through promotion and prayer the 
goa I for next term is forty students. 

THIRD NEW CHURCH PLANNED 
European students from the Brakpan Wesleyan 
Bible Institute who go out each weekend to 
preach, teach, and sing have seen two new 
churches started on the Reef this. year. They 
now plan to begin a third church. 

PHILIPPINES ADD CONGREGATIONS 
In Central Luzon, at least five new congrega
tions emerged in the last three months. There 
is a tremendous revival in San Antonio, Ro
sales, and Editor Bernabe Alejo says "the Bi
ble schools are also picking up fire." An
other report indicates that four other new con
gregations sprang up in Central Mindanao 
since conference. 

Odober 13, 1975 

PERMIT ISSUED 
Plans for the Lima (Zarate) church construc
tion have been officially approved by local 
authorities. The permit to build is expected 
promptly according to Mission Coordinator G. 
C. Avery. 

JAPANESE COUPLE TO PNG ---The Immanuel General Mission has appointed 
a Japanese couple, the Aiharas, to serve in 
cooperation with Wesleyan missionaries in 
Papua New Guinea. Tentative plans indicate 
that they will be stationed at Fugwa with James 
and Judy Keilholtz to serve in evangelism and 
church planting, according to Mission Coordi
nator Don Bray. 

ENGLISH SCHOOL IN INDIA PROGRESSES 
The Wesleyan English Medium School in Raj
nandgaon is progressing wel I with over 200 
students presently enrolled, according to 
Missionary Leonette White. 

CAMPAIGN REACHES EDUCATED HINDUS 
Mr. Deobrat Lal, who has faithfully served the 
leprosy hospital for 30 years, is organizing 
an evangelistic campaign during the month of 
November to be held in leading cities of the 
area where missionaries Bibbee and White la
bor. These meetings, scheduled for Nagpur, 
Rajnandgaon, Raipur, and Bhilai, are geared 
to reach the educated Hindu population. 

STRICKLAND HALL NAMED 
The new dormitory at the Brakpan Wesleyan 
Bible Institute in South Africa is officially 
named Strickland Hal I in honor of the Rever
end and Mrs. R. E. Strickland, former mis
sionaries who now reside in Florida. 

NEW WORK IN BRAZIL 
Missionary Paul Phillippe and ministerial stu
dent Jorge are opening a new ministry at 
Parque 10 in the city of Manaus. Pray. 
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Editorial 

GROW BY READING 

by George E. Failing 

As a Christian reads, so a Christian feeds. And there is no way to 
grow without food. · 

Peter exhorted us to "grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ" (11 Pet. 3: 18). Grace may be thought of as saving 
grace {the love of God manifested in the death of Christ for sinners) and 
growing grace {the life of God in the soul, nourished in the Word by the 
Spirit). 

While Wesleyans do not believe "once saved, always saved," in the 
sense that once truly converted a person cannot under any condition 
fall from grace and lose his salvation, Wesleyans do believe - and the 
Bible teaches -that God never saves a person on trial, that God always 
saves a person with full divine purpose and power to help him grow in 
grace, preserve him from falling, and keep him until the resurrection 
morning (I Car. 1 :7-9; Phil. 1 :6; I Pet. 1 :6-9). If, as David when he 
counted Israel, or as Peter when he denied Christ, a Christian commits 
a sin {not presumptuously), he has "an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ, the righteous; and he is the expiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only but also for the sins of the whole world" (I John 2: 1-2). Ex
horted not to sin and expected not to sin {"go and sin no more"), the 
Christian who does wrong nevertheless has access to the blood of 
Christ if he, under any pressure, does anything that displeases Christ, 
offends a fellow Christian, or turns back to love the world. That Chris
tian who falls must remember what shame he has brought on the name 
of Jesus, and he must know that it requires the blood of Christ to par
don his backslidings just as it did to wash away his sins in regeneration. 

Now I was not going to "lecture" on theology. I wrote the above 
only that we may understand that, once saved, we are to grow in grace 
and persevere in the way of righteousness and true holiness. Our own 
infirmities {both inherited and acquired disabilities) will plead for toler
ance; Satan and sinners will urge us to return to our old state in sin; 
and lukewarm Christians will try to dampen our fervor and tell us that 
there need not be any "blood, sweat, and tears" in the Christian life. In 
some way the Christian must refuse to listen to these voices and must 
"go on to perfection." 

How do we go on? The basic answer has always been, read the Bi
ble and pray. If we had only two words to say, these would be the two. 
However, when we say "read the Bible" informed Christians do not 
mean that you read the Bible alone. Even to read the Bible with someone else 
makes a difference. Said the Ethiopian eunuch to Philip, "How can I 
understand unless someone guides me?" Then we can read the Bible with 
helps, such as marginal references, a Bible dictionary, an adequate con
cordance, and a few basic commentaries. Using these, truth will pour 
out of the Bible into our hearts. It was much easier for the men walking 
from Jerusalem to Emmaus that resurrection day to understand the 
various portions in the Old Testament that taught about the Messiah, 
when Messiah himself joined them on their journey and "interpreted to 
them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself." Little wonder 
that they remembered it as the experience of the burning heart. .. 
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As she sits alone tonight she ls haunted by that thoughtless, 
unkind, cruel epithet - "old maid." 

Stieb and stones may break my bones, 
But names can never hurt me. 

So goes the kindergarten verse. But 
names do hurt! And people, when they 
use those names, intend to hurt some
one. 

I was watching "Little House on the 
Prairie" on Wednesday night, Septem
ber 17. My wife hod gone to a monthly 
dinner meeting. It wasn't much fun to 
charbroil the steak she laid out for me 
and eat it alone. Alone, without any
thing except some onion, a tomato, a 
slice of bread, and some Tong. But 
alone, without her! 

You see, we were married over 36 
years ago. We married because we re
spected and loved each other. We hove 
three children living on three conti
nents - one a missionary in New Guin
ea - and we ore happy because they 
ore happy, and because we still hove 
each other and God. Happy, because 
our joy hos outlived a hundred wounds 
and we cannot imagine any future 
wounds that God cannot and will not 
heal. 

But I know a lady - she must be a 
lovely person - whom some gentle
man did not choose. She is "home" to
night, alone, perhaps with a pet, but no 
husband to tidy rooms ofter and no 
grandchildren's pictures to show. It 
isn't because she is not normal or love
ly. She would not flirt when young, nor 
sell herself when she grew older. She re
spected herself too much and loved God 
too much to treat others or God with 
rudeness. Her pastor still laughs at her 
and introduces her to others as an "old 
maid." That lady, known only to God, 
wrote me a letter that broke my heart. 
She can toke the loneliness, though she 

November 24, 1975 

by George £ Failing 

would like to have the feeling that I be
lieve my wife has for me, for our three 
children, and our five grandchildren. 
But as she sits alone tonight she is 
haunted by that thoughtless, unkind, 
cruel epithet - "old maid." 

Names do hurt; in fact, the "name" 
is killing her, and her friends thought
lessly laugh on - just as Mary in "Lit
tle House on the Prairie" was taunted 
time and again as "four eyes." You see, 
because Mary was failing in her school
work and her father loved her and knew 
her too well to believe that she did not 
study, he discovered she could not read 
numbers he wrote on a slate. Through 
the magic of glosses she discovered she 
could read - she could see the birds fly 
in the sky and the beautiful flower a 
man gave to her. The world was new. 
What fun to live! Then a jealous school
girl and her brother began to taunt her 
- "four eyes." They flung the name at 
her, wrote it on notes - unti I they 
made her feel ashamed to wear glass
es. Yes, names do hurt. They always 
hove and they always will. They called 
our Lord a Samaritan, a glutton, and a 
winebibber. 

Before I share a portion of that wom
an's letter with you, I want to tell you 
what I think of "old maids." I don't 
know many, but let me tell you of two. 
There· was my devoted "old maid" 
schoolteacher in that one-room school
house on the Little Creek Road near 
Dover, Delaware. About 50 of us form
ers' kids were in that school, aged from 
4 to 21. That lovely "old maid" taught 
me to memorize and recite the entire 
poem, " 'Twas the Night Before Christ
mas," before I was five years old. She 
loved us and disciplined us. We loved 
her, partly because we feared her dis-

pleasure and partly because she made 
us want to learn. In heaven - she must 
be there now - I'd love to have a spe
cial visit with her, just to thank her. 

Then, to mention only one more, 
there was a dear friend of a relative of 
mine. To have her called on "old maid" 
would cause my entire being to erupt in 
volcanic indignation! She is a queen 
whom no king has yet crowned. She 
loves God as if she were married to Him 
-and she is (I Cor. 7:34). She has been 
mother to more spiritual children than 
perhaps any woman I know. She does 
not win souls; she loves people to God. 
Then she holds them in the orbit of that 
love, with prayer and personal encour
agement. Her "children" would not 
want to break her faith in them, so they 
remain true to God and warmly grate
ful to "mother." I think the person she 
reminds me of the most was a woman 
by the name of Mary, the sister of Mar
tha and Lazarus, an "old maid" whom 
Jesus loved. And Jesus went to that 
home more often than any other home 
on earth, because He loved Mary and 
Martha and Lazarus. 

I wrote these lines that evening. 
Then my wife returned. Good! But next 
morning I went over the anonymous 
letter. In part, this is what the lady 
wrote: 

I'm not a man-hungry old maid. I'm just an 
ordinary woman with normal desires. I wish 
there was someone that loved me and had cho
sen me for his wile. And I have wanted some
one to love. And please don't make fun of old 
maids and their pets, for pets are ''beings" to 
love. 

It hasn't been easy to see my girl friends 
being loved, getting married, and having fam
ilies. It isn't always easy to see other people to
gether and to be a witness to the love they 
share in a glance, a caress, or holding hands, or 
just to see the satisfaction they have in each 
other~ company. Sometimes I see whole fam
ilies together and see the happiness they share 
and it's almost more than I can stand. 

Sometimes I wonder what it would be like to 
have someone love and choose me. 

Does anyone know of the frustrations a per
son leels at times bec:ause no one has chosen 
them? Do they know the almost unutterable 
loneliness that comes at times? 

Neither I nor you con answer this 
lady by letter. I do not know her name 
or her address. But she may read these 
lines. How would you answer her? Does 
your church hove any "home" for a per
son like this? Perhaps we can relay your 
answer through the columns of The 
Wesleyan Advocate. 

(465) 5 



For the mass of American democracy the decades after 1800 
were a continuing, even though Intermittent, revival. 

Finney: An 
Appreeiation 

PART 1 

ON AUGUST 16, 1875, Charles Gran
dison Finney died. Few if any memorial 
services will be held on the centennial 
of his death. No major institution, de
nomination, or movement would be ful
ly comfortable in honoring him. Finney 
is too Arminian for Calvinists, too Cal
vinistic for Arminians; too rationalistic 
for mystics, too pietistic for ration
alists; too perfectionistic for Presby
terians or Lutherans, too limited in his 
view of Christian perfection for many 
followers of Wesley; too conservative 
for radicals, too innovative for tradi
tionalists; too concerned with individ
ual salvation for those who subscribe to 
the social gospel, and too committed to 
the social implications of the gospel for 
fundamentalists. 

Finney's spiritual experience has be
come for many an ideal of Christian as
piration. His dramatic conversion to 
Christ in 1821, when he was twenty
nine {"I will accept it [salvation] today, 
or I will die in the attempt"), his subse
quent baptism of the Holy Spirit{" ... 
like a wave of electricity, going through 
and through me . . . waves and waves 
of liquid love . . . like the very breath 
of God"), his call to preach {"Deacon 
B-, I have a retainer from the Lord 
Jesus Christ to plead His cause, and 
cannot plead yours"), his entrance into 
a deeper life of holiness in 1843 {"I was 
enabled ... to fall back in a deeper 
sense than I had ever done before upon 
the infinitely blessed and perfect will of 
God .... Holiness to the Lord seemed 
to be inscribed on all the exercises of 

James £ Hamilton is assistant professor of philos
ophy at Asbury College, Wilmore, Kentucky, and 
pastor of Eastwood United Methodist Church. He 
holds the M.Di,. ( Asbury Seminary), M.A. ( Miami 
UniYersity ), and Ph.D. (State Uniyersity of New 
Yorlr, Buffalo). 
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my mind. . . . It seemed as if my soul 
was wedded to Christ. . . . The lan
guage of the Song of Solomon was as 
natural to me as my breath"), and his 
ability to prevail with God in prayer and 
with men in the pulpit were extraordi
nary. 

Under the impact of Finney's minis
try great segments of the adolescent 
notion experienced profound spiritual 
renewal. The Rochester revival of 1830 
was called by Lymon Beecher "the 
greatest work of God and the greatest 
revival of religion that the world has 
ever seen in so short a time." We ore 
told that Rochester's jail was empty for 
years afterwards. As a direct result of 
Finney's intermittent preaching in New 
York City in the early 1830s four new 
churches were organized in four years. 
Steps were being taken to organize two 
more when he left for Oberlin in 1835. 

In 1858 a great revival swept the na
tion. Finney was preaching in Boston at 
the time. By summer of 1858, if not the 
devil, at least the extreme Unitarian 
Theodore Parker had been prayed out 
of Boston, and in innumerable small vil
lages in the surrounding area not a sin· 
gle unconverted person could be found! 
In smaller towns, such as Utica, Rome, 
and Auburn in New York State, it was 
not unusual for the majority of the 
adult population to be "hopefully con
verted" under Finney's preaching. 

As a youth Finney loved sports. 
Standing six feet two and weighing one 
hundred eighty-five at the age of twen
ty, this child of the forest could out· 
run, -jump, -row, ·throw, -swim, or 
-wrestle every rival. Throughout his life 
he had an infectious sense of humor. In 
his maturity he manifested an un
affected, childlike spirit, and he liked 
nothing so well as romping with his 

children on the living room floor. Al
fred Vance Churchill, who grew up in 
Oberlin, could recall his father and Fin
ney frequently returning from church 
together "arm in arm, or swinging 
hands like children." 

When his first wife died, this spir
itual giant experienced periods of sor
row that nearly overwhelmed him. He 
even felt for a time that he would lose 
his sanity over the bereavement unless 
he could find rest in God. 

Although he often fasted and 
prayed, Finney was not an ascetic. He 
appreciated artistic expression, par
ticularly good music. He sang solos, di
rected a choir, played the bass viol, and 
ref used to teach at Oberlin if there 
would be no professor of music on the 
first faculty. According to Albert Vance 
Churchill, Finney was thereby respon
sible for introducing the study of mu
sic to American higher education 
{"Midwest: Early Oberlin Personali
ties," Northwest Ohio Quarterly, 1951, 
p. 224). 

Historians dealing with Finney's pe
riod commonly highlight the thought 
and activities of deists, unitarians, and 
transcendentalists. However, the only 
genuinely popular religious movement 
in the years following the Revolution 
was orthodox Christianity in the form 
of a free-will, revivalistic, pietistic trini
tarian evangelicalism. So predomi
nant, in fact, did evangelical influence 
become that Brown University his
torian William Mcloughlin has said: 

The story of American Evangelical
ism is the story of America itself in 
the years 1800 to 1900, for it was 
Evangelical religion which made 
Americans the most religious peo
ple in the world, molded them into a 
unified pietistic-perfectionist na
tion, and spurred them on .to those 
heights of social reform, missionary 
endeavor, and imperialistic expan
sionism which constitute the mov
ing forces of our history in that cen
tury {The American EYangelicals, 1800-
1900, p. 1 ). 

Nineteenth-century evangelical Chris
tianity was rooted in Scottish Common 
Sense philosophy and, in Mcloughlin's 
words, in "a new theological consensus 
on Arminian principles which prevailed 
between the Second Great Awakening 
and the rise of Modernism" {p. 1 ). A 
philosophy based upon the natural con
victions of ordinary people was con
genial to the mind of young America. It 
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The Houghton College Revival ol 1951 

Continued from page 9 

fied, Wesleyans and Presbyterians were 
baptized by immersion. All were prais· 
ing Christ as Saviour, Lord, I nterces· 
sor, and King. 

Joy characterized the revival. No 
shouting as I recall, but tears and 
"Praise the Lords!" and raising of 
hands. The singing I will never forget. It 
was spontaneous and sincere. 

The revival was not characterized by 
any effort to get people to attend, but 
we hod to move from the church to the 
camp meeting tabernacle. The revival 
was noised abroad - and they came in 
from Buffalo and Batavia, Olean, 
Rochester, etc. 

4. The Results ol the Revival. Hundreds 
of persons were changed in Houghton. 

Homes were changed. The church was 
changed. The college was changed. 

But the revival could not be con· 
tained in Houghton. "Out of him shall 
flow rivers of living waters." "They 
went everywhere preaching the word." 
Revivals broke out in Buffalo in several 
places, in Philadelphia, New York, etc. 
A seven-week revival began in a Bap· 
tist church in Auburn, N.Y., as a direct 
result of the Houghton revival. 

We face this year of 1952 in faith. 
That revival of 1951 is a permanent 
part of Houghton's past. But already 
the revival needs to be r~vived. 

You will know what I mean about re· 
viving the revival when you read these 
words written by Miss N.M., a member 
of the class in Evangelism, which I 
taught at Houghton College in 1948· 
49. Charles G. Finney's AUTOBIOG· 
RAPHY was required reading, and a 
brief personal report on the book was 
turned in by each student. Miss M. 
wrote as follows: 

My conviction ·1s that the dMne power, so manifest In the church at Pen~ 
was notblng ~ore nor less th~ what should be In evldence .. ln ,the church today, . 

The Alternatives: 
REVIVAL or APOSTASY 

IN TH IS BOOK we speak of results 
which are abnormal. If the Almighty 
Spirit moves in sovereign power on the 
hearts and ·consciences of men the out
come must be above the normal. In his 
introduction to Miss Dyer's Revival in In
dia, Dr. A. T. Schofield says: "One thing 
to be borne in mind is that since the 
days of Pentecost there is no record of 
the sudden and direct work of the Spirit 
of God upon the souls of men that has 
not been accompanied by events more 
or less abnormal. It is, indeed, on con· 
sideration, only natural that it should 
be so. We cannot expect an abnormal 
inrush of divine light and power, so pro· 
foundly affecting the emotions and 
changing the lives of men, without re
markable results. As well expect a 
hurricane, an earthquake, or a flood, to 
leave nothing abnormal in its course, as 
to expect a true Revival that is not ac
companied by events quite out of our 
ordinary experience." 
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Perhaps no movement of the Spirit 
since Pentecost has been so productive 
of results as the Moravian Revival of 
the eighteenth century. We read that 
about noon, on Sunday, August 10, 
1727, "While Pastor Rothe was hold
ing the meeting at Herrnhut, he felt 
himself overwhelmed by a wonderful 
and irresistible power of the Lord and 
sank down into the dust before God, 
and with him sank down the whole 
assembled congregation, in an ecstasy 
of feeling. In this frame of mind they 
continued till midnight, engaged in 
praying and singing, weeping and sup· 
plication." 

The accounts that we have of "the 
Love Feast in Fetter Lane," London, 
New Year's Doy, 1739, give us an in
sight into the beginnings of another 
great movement which originated in 
that same period. We are told that 
there were about 60 Moravians pres· 
ent at the meeting, together with some 

£yer since I read this book l',e been thinking 
- ii God is the same at all times, then what He 
did in Finney's day, He can do today. It particu
larly strikes home when chapter after chapter 
has such a familiar [similar} sound. "Revival in 
Rochester, Reviw,I in SymcusC\, Reviw,I in Bos
ton, II etc. 

Although, on the wholC\, this book greatly 
strengthened my faith, there were times when it 
had a rather discouraging effect on me. Why 
don't we haw, reriw,ls like that todayl Why 
hayen't I e,er seen (much leu, experienced) 
that type of ''slaying" con,iction before? 

Is there something lacking in my spiritual lifel 
Is there something lacking In the lives of the 
ministen of todayl Were the people more emo
tional thenl Has the Holy Spirit changed His 
methods of dealing with sinners in this 20th cen
tury? I couldn't understand why Finney's ac
counts of his re,i,als seemed so near to my heart 
and yet so foreign at the same time. I still don't 
understand. 

I wonder if WE understand. I wonder 
if we are willing to pay the price for 
revival. Whatever the cost, I will join 
with you in prayer for revival in our 
churches. 0 

of the Oxford Methodists, namely, 
John Benjamin Ingham, Charles Kin· 
chin, and Richard Hutchins, all of them 
ordained clergymen of the Church of 
England. Of that meeting Wesley 
writes: "About three in the morning as 
we were continuing instant in prayer, 
the power of God came mightily upon 
us, insomuch that many cried for ex· 
ceeding joy, and many fell to the 
ground. As soon as we were recovered a 
little from that awe and amazement at 
the presence of His Majesty, we broke 
out with one voice - 'We praise Thee, 
0 God; we acknowledge Thee to be the 
Lord!'" 

I was a student at Knox College 
when Mr. Moody conducted a three 
days' series of meetings in Toronto, 
during the winter of 1883. One of his 
noon meetings was about as melting as 
anything I have ever seen. I hardly 
think there was a dry eye in the assem· 
bly that day. No one who attempted to 
pray could go very far without break· 
ing down. 

But though we speak of the mani
festations at Pentecost as being abnor· 
mol, yet we maintain that Pentecost 
was normal Christianity. The results, , 
when the Holy Spirit assumed control 
in Christ's stead, were according to di
vine plan. Each one was strengthened 
with might by His Spirit in the inner 
man. Christ then did dwell in their 
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hearts by faith, and they were rooted 
and grounded in love. They were filled 
unto all the fulness of God, and God did 
work in and through them above all 
that they had asked or thought, even 
unto the "exceeding abundantly." Any
thing short of that would have de· 
frauded their Lord of His Calvary mer· 
its. The purpose of the Holy Spirit was 
to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ every 
day from the crowning to the coming. It 
is unthinkable that He should grow 
weary in well-doing. My conviction is that 
the divine power, so manifest in the church at 
Pentecost, was nothing more nor less than 
what should be in evidence in the church to
day. Normal Christianity, as planned by our 
Lord, was not supposed to begin in the Spirit 
and continue in the flesh. In the building ol His 
temple it never was by might nor by power, but 
always by His Spirit. 

The Lord himself met and foiled Sa· 
tan after first being filled with the 
Spirit. And no child of God has ever 
been victorious over the adversary, un· 
less empowered from the same source. 
Our Lord did not permit His chosen fol· 
lowers to witness a word in His name 
until endued with power from on high. 
It is true that before that day they were 
the "born-again" children of the Fa· 
ther and had the witness of the Spirit. 
But they were not the Lord's efficient 
co-workers and never could be until 
Spirit-filled. This divine empowering is 
for us as for them. We, too, may do the 
works which our Lord did, yea and the 
greater works. The Scriptures convey 
no other meaning to me than that the 
Lord Jesus planned that the Holy Spirit 
should continue among us in as mighty 
manifestation as at Pentecost. One 
should be able to chase a thousand and 
two put ten thousand to flight - as of 
old. Time has not changed the fact that 
"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, to· 
day, and for ever." 

"But will it last?" How constantly 
unbelief puts this questionr Of course, 
the work will last - if man is faithful. 
When the blood-bought servants of 
Christ yield Him absolute dominion, all 
the resources of the Godhead are in ac· 
tive operation for the glory of the Lamb 
which was slain. The efficacy of the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost and of fire 
dies down in any soul only when that 
soul wilfully quenches it. Did Pentecost 
last? Did God will that it shouldn't? 
Pentecost was of God. So was the Wes· 
leyan Revival. It is not Gc,4 then, but man 
whom we must blame lor the pitilul way in 
which the channels ol blessing, originating in 
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these great movements, have become clogged 
up. Can we imagine any one who is de
termined to co-work with God to the 
limit of his being asking, "Will it last?" 
At one place in Manchuria, where the 
Holy Spirit had descended in unusual 
power upon the people, the Chinese 
evangelists went and asked the mis· 
sionary why he had not told them that 
the Spirit would work so mightily. The 
missionary penitently replied that he 
himself had not known that it was pos
sible. How pathetic to come out from 
"the schools of the prophets" and not 
realize that the Holy Spirit could endue 
with power to deliver a prophet's mes
sager 

The ministerial association of a cer· 
tain city in the homeland once invited 
me to tell them about the Spirit's quick
ening work in China. In my address I 
assured them that I had no reason to 
consider myself any special favorite of 
the Almighty. What God had done 
through me in China I was sure He was 
able and willing to do through them in 
Canada. Hence that every minister 
should have the faith and courage to 
look to God the Holy Spirit to revive His 
people. I went on to point out that John 
Wesley and his colleagues were just 
ordinary men until their hearts were 
touched by the divine fire. At that point 
a Methodist preacher of some note in· 
terrupted me. "What, sir!" he ex· 
claimed. "Do you mean to tell me that 
we don't preach better now than John 
Wesley ever did?" "Are you getting 
John Wesley's results?" I asked. 

On another occasion I was asked to 
address a meeting of the Presbyterian 
Synod in Toronto. I took as my theme 
the r~vival at Changtehfu in 1908. I 
look back to that revival as perhaps the 
mightiest of the Spirit that I have ever 
been through. During those wonderful 
ten days there were seven different 
times that I was prevented from giving 
an address owing to the great broken· 
ness among the people. While I was ad· 
dressing the Synod, a certain theologi
cal professor, sitting at a table nearby, 
looked anything but happy. My ac· 
count of the Holy Spirit's convicting 
power over a Chinese audience seemed 
to put his nerves all on edge. I under· 
stand that there was another professor 
from the same seminary who was sit· 
ting in another part of the building, and 
that he, too, fidgeted in his seat most 
uneasily. It seems that he finally turned 
around and hissed - "Ratsr" That 
came perilously near being a sin against 

the Holy Ghost. By the most liberal 
allowance, could such prophets be ex· 
pected to send out from their school 
young prophets filled with a Holy Ghost 
message? Can we wonder that spir· 
ituality is at so low an ebb throughout 
Christendom? Thirty-two percent of 
the Protestant churches in the United 
States report no increase in member· 
ship for 1927. The church attendance 
in Britain is not half of what it was 25 
years ago. (Written ca. 1935 • Ed.) 
There can be no alternative; it is either 
Holy Ghost revival or apostasy. 

We are convinced that the majority ol 
Ch;istian people are living on a plane la, be
low what our Master planned lo, them. Only 
the few really seem to "possess their 
possessions." Nothing can clothe with 
victorious might but the baptism with 
the Holy Ghost and with fire: and no 
one can possess such a baptism with· 
out knowing it. So many church mem· 
bers seem only to have an acquain· 
tance with water baptism, and this not· 
withstanding what the great forerun· · 
ner said: "I baptize you with water unto 
repentance, but He that cometh after 
me is mightier than I. . . . He shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and 
with fire." Alasr We fear that many 
leaders know nothing more for them· 
selves and their flocks than "John's 
baptism." In spite ol all our ecclesiastical 
pride and sell-conlidence, just how much ol 
our building would stand the test ol lire? 

We cannot emphasize too strongly 
our conviction that all hindrance in the 
church is due to sin. It will be seen from 
the following chapters how the Holy 
Spirit brings all manner of sin to light. 
Indeed, the appalling fact is that every 
sin which is found outside the Church 
is also found, although perhaps to a les· 
ser degree, within the church. For fear 
that some may judge too harshly, we 
would point out that many of the Chi· 
nese churches, of which mention is 
made, are not even one generation re· 
moved from heathenism. 

At the same time, let us not delude 
ourselves by thinking that all is well 
with our old established churches at 
home. It is sin in individual church members, 
whether at home or on the loreign field, which 
grieves and quenches the Holy Spirit. I imag
ine that we would lose much ol our sell-righ
teousness ii we were to lind that pride, jeal
ousy, bad temper, backbiting, greed, and all 
their kindred are just as heinous in God's sight 
as the so-called grosser sins. All sin in the 
believer, of whatever kind, mars the re· 

Turn to page 13, please 
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promised to hear me." 
That seemed to settle the question 

that I could then, that day, perform my 
vow. The Spirit seemed to lay stress 
upon that idea in the text, "When you 
search for me with all your heart." The 
question of when, that is of the present 
time, seemed to fall heavily into my 
heart. I told the Lord that I should take 
Him at His word; that He could not lie, 
and that therefore I was sure that He 
heard my prayer, and that He would be 
found of me. 

He then gave me many other prom
ises, both from the Old and the New 
Testament, especially some most pre
cious promises respecting our Lord 
Jesus Christ. I never can, in words, 
make any human being understand 
how precious and true those promises 
appeared to me. I took them one after 
the other as infallible truth, the asser· 
tions of God who could not lie. They did 
not seem so much to fall into my intel· 
lect as into my· heart, to be put within 
the grasp of the voluntary powers of my 
mind; and I seized hold of them, appro
priated them, and fastened upon them 
with the grasp of a drowning man. 

I continued thus to pray, and to re· 
ceive and appropriate promises for a 
long time, I know not how long. I 
prayed till my mind became so full that, 
before I was aware of it, I was on my 
feet and tripping up the ascent toward 
the rood. The question of my being con· 
verted, had not so much as arisen to my 
thought; but as I went up, brushing 
through the leaves and bushes, I recol
lect saying with great emphasis, "If I 
am ever converted, I will preach the 
gospel." 

I SOON reached the road that led to 
the village, and began to reflect upon 
what had passed; and I found that my 
mind had become most wonderfully 
quiet and peaceful. I said to myself, 
"What is this? I must have grieved the 
Holy Ghost entirely away. I hove lost all 
my conviction. I have not a particle of 
concern about my soul; and it must be 
that the Spirit has left me." "Why!" 
thought I, "I never was so far from be
ing concerned about my own salvation 
in my life." 

Then I remembered what I had said 
to God while I was on my knees - that 
I had said I would take Him .at His 
word; and indeed I recollected a good 
many things that I had said, and con
cluded that it was no wonder that the 
Spirit had left me; that for such a sin· 
ner as I was to take hold of God's Word 
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in that way, was presumption if not 
blasphemy. I concluded that in my ex
citement I had grieved the Holy Spirit, 
and perhaps committed the unpardon· 
able sin. 

I walked quietly toward the village; 
and so perfectly quiet was my mind that 
it seemed as if all nature listened. It was 
on the 10th of October, and a very 
pleasant day. I had gone into the woods 
immediately after an early breakfast; 
and when I returned to the village I 
found it was dinner time. Yet I had 
been wholly unconscious of the time 
that had passed. 

Just before evening the thought 
took possession of my mind, that as 
soon as I was left alone in the new of
fice, I would try to pray again - that I 
was not going to abandon the subject 
of religion and give it up, at any rate; 
and therefore, although I no longer hod 
any concern about my soul, still I would 
continue to pray. 

BY EVENING we got the books and 
furniture adjusted; and I made up, in 
an open fireplace, a good fire, hoping to 
spend the evening alone. Just at dark 
Squire W-, seeing that everything was 
adjusted, bade me goodnight and went 
to his home. I hod accompanied him to 
the door; and as I closed the door and 
turned around, my heart seemed to be 
liquid within me. All my feelings 
seemed to rise and flow out; and the ut· 
terance of my heart was, "I wont to 
pour my whole soul out to God." The 
rising of my soul was so great that I 
rushed into the room bock of the front 
office, to pray. 

There was no fire, and no light, in 
the room; nevertheless it appeared to 
me as if it were perfectly light. As I 
went in and shut the door after me, it 
seemed as if I met the Lord Jesus Christ 
face to face. It did not occur to me 
then, nor did it for some time after
ward, that it was wholly a mental state. 
On the contrary it seemed to me that I 
saw Him as I would see any other man. 
He said nothing, but looked at me in 
such a manner as to break me right 
down at His feet. I hove always since re· 
garded this as a most remarkable state 
of mind; for it seemed to me a reality, 
that He stood before me, and I fell 
down at His feet and poured out my 
soul to Him. I wept aloud like a child, 
and made such confessions as I could 
with my choked utterance. It seemed to 
me that I bathed His feet with my tears; 
and yet I had no distinct impression 
that I touched Him, that I recollect. 

I must hove continued in this state 
for a good while; but my mind was too 
much absorbed with the interview to 
recollect anything that I said. But I 
know, as soon as my mind became calm 
enough to break off from the inter
view, I returned to the front office, and 
found that the fire that I had made of 
large wood was nearly burned out. But 
as I turned and was about to toke a seat 
by the fire, I received a mighty baptism 
of the Holy Ghost. Without any expec
tation of it, without ever having the 
thought in my mind that there was any 
such thing for me, without any recol
lection that I had ever heard the thing 
mentioned by any person in the world, 
the Holy Spirit descended upon me in a 
manner that seemed to go through me, 
body and soul. I could feel the impres
sion, like a wove of electricity, going 
through and through me. Indeed it 
seemed to come in waves and waves of 
liquid love; for I could not express it in 
any other way. It seemed like the very 
breath of God. I can recollect distinctly 
that it seemed to fan me, like immense 
wings. 

No words can express the wonderful 
love that was shed abroad in my heart. I 
wept aloud with joy and love; and I do 
not know but I should say, I literally 
beilowed out the unutterable gushings 
of my heart. - From Memoirs of Rev. Charlei 
G. Finney, pages 12 to 20. Published, 1876, in 
New York, by Fleming H. Revell Company. 

THE ALTERNATIVES: 
REVIVAL OR APOSTASY 

Continued lrom page 11 

demptive work of Christ. The most 
piercing cries that I have ever heard 
have come from Chinese Christians, 
when the Holy Spirit made plain to 
them that their sin had crucified the 
Son of God afresh. "Behold, the Lord's 
hand is not shortened that it cannot 
save; neither is His ear heavy, that it 
cannot hear: But your iniquities have 
separated between you and your God, 
and your sins have hid His face from 
you, that He will not hear" (Isa. 59: 1-
2). The filth and blood-guiltiness of the 
churches can only be swept away by the 
Spirit of judgment and of burning. 

Reprinted by permission from By My Spirit by 
Jonathan Goforth, published and copyright 
1942. Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 49506. 
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STOP THE PRESS 

MISSION 
RELATED 
NEWS 

General Department of World Missions-Robert N. Lytle, General Secretary 

SHORTAGE DISAPPEARS 
A shortage of $4,460 needed to complete the 
purchase of Vendaland property was miracu
lously met! When the Heart-of-Missions funds 
were forwarded to South Africa, a devaluation 
of the money unit made the $25,000 worth more 
than previously anticipated. The $4,460 
shortage was completely covered and the cost 
of the property was paid in full. 

W. SC,OTT UNABl-E TO RETURN 
A diagnosed heart ailment has prevented 
Nurse Wanita Scott's return to Haiti. Pray for 
a much-needed replacement. 

WISSBROECKERS IN TENTS 
Missionaries Ed and Phyllis Wissbroecker are 
residing in two tents on the building lot which 
will soon have a completed mission residence 
in Chi pa ta, Zambia. They report that approx
imately one million people live within a 200-
mi le radius where there is I ittle if any hol i
ness witness. Pray for a good strong founda
tion for spreading the gospel in this bold pio
neer effort. 

DR. RIDGWAY ELECTED SUPERINTENDENT 
Dr. James Ridgway, principal of Kingsley 
College in Australia, was elected district su
perintendent at the recent annual district con
ference. The Reverend A. H • Carnel I, former 
district superintendent, had declined nomina
tion but did accept an appointment as district 
administrator. Meetings were packed with 
enthusiastic congregations and over $1,000 
was raised for missionary endeavor. Pastor 
J. E. Midgley reports that membership is up 
50 percent and giving has increased 100 per
cent over the 12-month period. 

REVIVAL IN SOUTHERN.AFRICA 
"I have never seen anything I ike it," writes 
Missionary Glendon Kierstead in Natal, South 
Africa. The local school principal was 
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wonderfully converted and delivered from 
sinful habits. Between 250 and 300 teenagers 
were saved and are on fire for the Lord. Praise 
is due to the God of revival! 

COLOMBIA SETS GOALS 
National workers in Colombia met to consider 
past achievements and to prayerfully estab-
1 ish future goals. The projection for total 
church membership, from the present 654, is 
2,021, which makes a 209% growth. For Sun
day school the projection is to grow from the 
present 571 to 2,987, a 422% growth. These 
goals are anticipated for achievement in the 
coming five years. Pray that at the heart of 
this growth will be the redemptive power of 
the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

MISSIONARIES TO THE FIELD (departed or 
soon to depart) 
To Sierra Leone: Hope Branscombe from New 

Brunswick; Gary and Rosa Cockerill from 
Virginia 

To Indonesia: Robert Smith family from In
diana 

MISSIONARIES TO FURLOUGH (arrived or 
soon to arrive) 
From India: Leonette White to Ohio 
From Sierra Leone: Dr. Marilyn Birch to 

Ohio 
From Haiti: Connie Williams to New York 
From Papua New Guinea: Frances Leak to 

Australia 

SWAZILAND DISTRICT CONFERENCE 
An excellent spirit prevailed and all services 
were abundantly blessed during the third an
nual conference of the Swaziland District. 
The Sunday service was especially wonderful 
when several capable young men and women 
stepped forward to dedicate themselves to 
Christian service. Swaziland is blessed with 
a good group of active Christian youth. 
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It needed more than earth to carry them through; 
it needed the bright and beckoning radiance of the sky. 

~ise ~en ~nrsqip 

tlfe C!tlfild 

When they were come into the house, they saw the 
young child with Mary his mother. -Matthew 2: 11 

I NOTICED Fl RST of all that these wise 
men from the East came to the house at 
last. They had had a long and toilsome 
and perhaps a perilous journey; they 
had crossed the desert and they had 
forded rivers; yet spite of all hardship 
and difficulty and obstruction, here 
they were at their desired haven. 

There had been days when their jour
ney seemed a failure, when they were 
tempted to renounce it altogether; they 
had knocked at door after door in Jeru
salem seeking news, yet for a long time 
they had knocked in vain. They had 
thought to have found Jerusalem re
joicing - illuminated, maybe, because 
its king was born; and men were traf
ficking and little children were playing, 
as if nothing remarkable had hap
pened. They had said to each other as 
they battled across the desert, "Our dif
ficulties will be over when we reach Ju
dea. The roads will be thronged with pil
grims travelling kingwards, and we will 
join ourselves to one of these singing 
companies." But the roads were empty, 

George H. Morrison, 1866-1928, was a Scottish 
preacher, remembered chiefly for the warmly 
phrased and we/I-prepared sermons delivered at the 
Wellington Presbyterian Church in Glasgow. This 
Christmas sermon illustrates that exposition which is 
biblical and that application which is contemporary. 
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by George H. Morrison 

and listen as they might, the wise men 
could not catch one burst of song. 
There were a thousand things to damp 
them and discourage them. It was al
most impossible that they should be 
successful. Their Chaldean neighbors 
had told them it was folly when they set 
out a week or two before. But with mag
nificent enthusiasm they persevered -
nothing could baffle 'them or daunt 
them or dismay them - and all that 
story of heroism is in these opening 
words, "when they were come into the 
house." 

What a stirring and great history 
may lie under half a dozen common
place words! A few quiet sentences, 
when the time of utterance comes, may 
cover the effort and the pain of years. It 
is not always in impassioned declama
tion that the deepest concerns of the 
human heart are spoken. There may be 
hardly the lifting of the voice, yet the 
words may tell of the tragedy of years. 
A young man may quietly say, "I can
not do that," and to the unobservant 
ear that may mean little; yet struggle 
and failure and repentance and prayer 
and promise may all be hidden in that 
quiet refusal. There is more heroism in 
a smiling face sometimes than in half 
of the deeds that are chronicled in bat
tle. There may be more self-mastery in 
the doing of quiet duty than in the 
scourgings of a whole calendar of 
saints. A world of effort and of hope de
ferred and of resolute uplifting of a 

man's brow again - all this may be hid
den in such a simple sentence as "when 
they were come into the house." 

The secret of the perseverance of 
these wise men is not hard to find. It 
sprang from this, that they were fol
lowing a star. Had they been guided by 
anything less than that, they would 
have sunk down wearied long ago. Do 
you think, now, if they had read about 
this king in some of their Chaldean or 
Babylonian libraries - do you think 
that that literary discovery would have 
buoyed them up and carried them at 
last unto the manger? It needed more 
than earth to carry them through; it 
needed the bright and beckoning radi
ance of the sky. They were strong be
cause their guidance was a star. They 
looked at the lamp of heaven and not to 
earth's taper. And if they battled brave
ly, and journeyed with zeal unquench
able, and if nothing could turn them 
from their unheard-of-quest, it was be
cause they followed, not a light of 
earth, but a light that was hung aloft by 
God. 

You may make up your mind that all 
the great enthusiasms have had at 
heart of them something religious. 
When a man can follow a great pur
pose steadily, through ridicule and in
sult and obstruction, there is more than 
strength of will in it - there is God. He 
who sees no star never can be stable. 
He wanders vainly in a trackless wil
derness. Conflicting voices reach him, 
he is perplexed; he cannot tell whither 
he is tending. But when above all mists 
our eyes have seen the light, when we 
can say, "Come night or agony, God 
reigneth," when we believe that no ef
fort is in vain, and that there is not a 
pang but has a meaning in it, then life 
is filled with such a quiet purpose that 
like the wise men we come to the house 
at last. 

We should never forget the variety of 
motives that brought men under that 
roof at Bethlehem. The house was an 
inn or caravanserai, and we know that 
at that season it was very full; the wise 
men from the East had varied company 
when they came into the house that 
nightfall. Merchants were there, and all 
manner of wayfarers, and men who had 
gathered in Bethlehem for the taxing. 
And they fell to eat and they chatted by 
the fire and they rehearsed their ad
ventures by the way; but not a man of 
them dreamed that in that very build-
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These are thoughts that were given at a wedding service 
in the Republic of South Africa, 
where it is customary to have a message preached by the pastor 
after the wedding ceremony is performed. 

Walk Togethe,, 
Talk Togethe, 

A THOUGHT THAT has often struck 
me when praying about family rela
tionships, is the verse found in Amos 
3:3: "Can two walk together except 
they be agreed?" The answer is no. 
There may be attempts at it, or pre
tense concerning it, but they are never 
united as our lord would have them 
united. God cannot walk with man, ex
cept they be agreed, and a man and his 
wife cannot walk together, except they 
be agreed. 

What does it mean to be "agreed"? 
In modern society we have looked at 
physical qualities rather than the spir
itual, and have come to the conclusion 
that if a couple are compatible in back
ground, compatible in habit patterns, 
compatible in hobbies, compatible in 
material resources, compatible in likes 
and dislikes, they should be able to get 
along. But sad experience has proven 
that this is not necessarily the case. 

To walk together "agreed," means 
simply, and beautifully, agreed in spirit. 
Again and again God seems to bring to
gether total opposites in background, 
culture, and habit patterns, and makes 
them beautifully "one in spirit." Our 
conclusion is that, in order to be 
agreed, we must be spiritually united. 
But how does this come about? 

let us turn to Luke 24: 13 and focus 
on a few things that happened to two 
disciples on their way to Emmaus, after 
the crucifixion of our Lord. It seemed 
that all hope had gone - there was 
nothing left - the hope of the Jewish 
race, and the world was in a tomb. It 
seemed to them that beauty had liter
ally disintegrated into ashes. 

Paul D. Wilson, a graduate of Frankfort Bible Col
lege, has been a missionary in the Republic of South · 
Africa since 1965. 
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by Paul D. Wilson 

Often in the marriage relationship 
we get to this very place. Marriage isn't 
all that it was "cracked up to be." She 
likes to get up at six a.m., and it irri
tates her when he doesn't get up until 
nine a.m.! He squeezes his toothpaste 
in the middle, and she squeezes it from 
the end in a nice little roll. He loves mu
sic, and music bores her. The dream is 
gone, the honeymoon is over, and we 
are faced with reality. 

It is at this stage that many mar
riages break up. When we see our part
ners as they really are, the mist of love 
disappears, and we see marriage in a 
different light. We are ready to throw in 
the towel and quit. We should realize 
that this is one of the most important 
places in the marriage relationship, for 
except it "die," it cannot live. The scrip
ture so vividly says, "Except a corn of 
wheat foll into the ground and die, it 
abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth 
forth much fruit" (John 12:24). 

The two disciples on their way to Em
maus had about seven miles to walk to
gether before they reached their desti
nation, so they began to talk to one an
other about the things that had hap
pened. They probably disc~ssed Jesus' 
life before the crucifixion, His prom
ises, His attitudes in suffering, His sub
mission to the will of God. They prob
ably discussed the supernatural events 
surrounding the crucifixion - the 
darkness, the tearing of the Temple 
veil, the opening of the graves, and oth
er things. 

A lot of the little things that divide 
us could be reconciled if we would just 
talk together about them in our mar
riage. In our complex, time-conscious 
society, we have forgotten how to com
municate. Even if we are together, one 
sits with head buried in a newspaper, 

while the other watches television. Isn't 
it a bit sad that we must often take a 
"seven-mile walk" before we can be rec
onciled to each other? I believe these 
places come to us as opportunities from 
the lord, to settle our differences. We 
are in a car together, traveling after 
some event, or waiting in the checkout 
line at a grocery store, or it's just too 
late in the evening to do anything 
about it, and we go to bed, but sleep 
does not come to our eyes. Oh, the si
lence! Most of us would give anything 
to be somewhere else, just away! But 
the two who walked together, soon 
learned to talk together, and we should 
do likewise. 

Let us remind ourselves of the beau
tiful spirit that pervaded our marriage 
at first, how problems seemed so small, 
and how we had the emphatic assur
ance that we were "made for each oth
er," and we would "live happily ever af
ter." Not all of that was infatuation! 
Let us remember how God himself 
sealed our marriage vows with His 
supernatural presence, in spite of sur
rounding circumstances. Let us be pa
tient and converse with one another. 

When the two who walked the Em
maus road conversed, the conversation 
changed to communion and reason
ing. They began to look for reasons why 
and actually began to discuss their 
problems more objectively instead of 
looking at the crisis as the end of every
thing. They began to think that just 
maybe Jesus had meant what He said, 
that He would rise from the dead. Just 
maybe He was the divine Lord of the 
universe. Just maybe He would walk 
with them as before. Then the scrip
ture says that while they communed 
and reasoned together, Jesus himself 
drew near (Luke 24: 15). But they were 
kept from recognizing Him. 

After we begin to talk following the 
moments of division and frustration in 
our marriage, we soon begin to confess 
our faults,· and our disbelief to each 
other, and conversation turns to com
munion and reasoning. Isn't it wonder
ful how then, through the tears, an an
swer seems to come - maybe small, 
but it is there! The reason is that Jesus 
himself has drawn near and begun to 
walk with the two of us, though we do 
not recognize Him as yet. Then a ray of 
light and hope flickers once again. 

When Jesus began to talk with the 
two disciples and asked them why they 
were so sad (v. 17), they were surprised 
and answered. "Why, weren't you 
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MISSION 
RELATED 
NEWS 

General Department of World Missions-Robert N. Lytle, General Secretary 

MOVING IN EASTERN JAMAICA 
The churches of Constant Spring, Maryland, 
Montego Bay, May Pen, Paul's Mountain, and 
Port Morant al I report great showings of God's 
blessing in their services and conventions. 
Special efforts are being taken to aim at evan
gelism in all of these areas. 

WGC VOLUNTEERS--HELPERS TOGETHER 
Mrs. Ethel Cooley of Greenwood, Indiana, to 

Haiti --October 15 for one year 
Dr. and Mrs. John Edling of Berrien Center, 

Michigan, to Haiti--September 18 for three 
months 

Mr. Stora Emmett of Presque Isle, Maine, to 
Haiti--January to April 

Rev. and Mrs. John Putnam of Forestville, 
New York, to Honduras--October to March 

Dr. James Tysinger and son Jamie of Cleve
land, Ohio, to Sierra Leone--October 21 to 
December 2 

Miss Evelyn Hay of Flushing, Michigan, to 
Sierra Leone--October 3 through summer 
of 176 

WEEKLY CONVERTS 
One n_ational convert plus missionaries Don 
and Joy Bray asked God for at least one con
vert per week in their ministry at Mt. Hagen, 
Papua New Guinea. Nearly a year later they 
report, "We give all thanks and praise to God 
that this and more has been possible this 
year. Many have given their lives to Christ; 
a few have experienced dramatic changes as a 
result and their testimonies are radiant. 11 

SEEKERS EVERY N_IGHT 
Special services held in Valles, Mexico, 
opened the altar to new souls every night. 
The evangelist, Pastor Gabriel Velazquez of 
Mexico City, also spoke at the Bible school 
and outstation churches, as well as taping for 
radio. 
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JOHANNESBURG THRIVES 
Pioneer works and branch Sunday schools 
are sprouting.in and around Johannesburg 
and other areas of South Africa. Enrollment 
grows at the Bible school, and the new dorm
itory nears completion. 

PNG LINEUP 
This year's student body at the Wesleyan Bi
ble College in Papua New Guinea is made up 
of five Huli men, three from the Aria area, 
three who walked up from Polabapo, and one 
from the immediate South Polu area. Eight 
are married, and only two wives have had 
any schooling. 

YES CORPS EFFECTIVE IN MEXICO 
Mrs. Andres Vega, wife of Mexico's southern 
district superintendent, wrote to say that 
several of their youth were saved or sancti
fied through the ministry of YES Corps work
ers there this past summer: "Many of them 
have little or no spiritual help in their homes. 11 

The volunteers took $50 worth of tracts with 
them and still ran out. 

VENDALAND OPPORTUNITIES 
James and Carol Ramsay, residing in Louis 
Trichardt, Transvaal, say that there are over 
400,000 people of the Venda tribe within a 60-
mile radius. And very little gospel work has 
ever been done. A language barrier exists. 
Pray for victories. 

PACKED AUDITORIUM 
Basseterre, St. Kitts, was the scene of a 
quarterly service that welcomed 58 new mem
bers into The Wesleyan Church. So many at
tended that the additional chairs brought in 
could not accommodate everyone. 

Thank you for the Self-Denial Offering. Watch 
for reports. 
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