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wrong, till this corruptible shall have put on incorruption. . . . 

Q. What was the Judgment of all our brethren who met at Bristol in Au
gust, 1758, on this head? 

A. It was expressed in these words: (1) Every one may mistake as long as 
he lives. (2) A mistake in opinion may occasion a mistake in practice. (3) Every 
such mistake is a transgression of the perfect law. Therefore, (4) Every such mis
take, were it not for the blood of atonement, would expose to eternal damnation. 
(5) It follows, that the most perfect have continual need of the merits of Christ, 
even for their actual transgressions, and may say for themselves, as well as for 
their ~rethren, "Forgive us our trespasses." 

This easily accounts for what might otherwise seem to be utterly un
accountable; namely, that those who are not offended when we speak of the high
est degree of love, yet will not hear of living without sin. The reason is, they know 
all men are liable to mistake, and that in practice as well as in Judgment. But they 
do not know, or do not observe, that this is not sin, if love is the sole principle of 
action. 

Q. But still, if they live without sin, is it not plain that they stand no longer 
in need of Christ in his priestly office? 

A. Far from it. None feel their need of Christ like these; none so entirely de
pend upon him. For Christ does not give life to the soul separate from, but in and 
with, himself. Hence his words are equally true of all men, in whatsoever state of 
grace they are: "As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the 
vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me." 

In every state we need Christ in the following respects. (1) Whatever grace 
we receive, it is a &ee gift from him. (2) We receive it as his purchase, merely in 
consideration of the price he paid. (3) We have this grace, not only from Christ, 
but in him. For our perfection is not like that of a tree, which flourishes by the sap 
derived from its own root, but like that of a branch which, united to the vine, 
bears fruit; but, severed from it, is dried up and withered. (4) All our blessings, 
temporal, spiritual, and eternal, depend on his intercession for us, which is one 
branch of his priestly office, whereof therefore we have always equal need. (5) The 
best of men still need Christ in his priestly office, to atone for their omissions, 
their shortcomings (as some not improperly speak), their mistakes in judgment 
and practice, and their defects of various kinds. For these are all deviations from 
the perfect law, and consequently need an atonement .... 

To explain myseH a little farther on this head: (1) Not only sin, properly so 
called, (that ls, a voluntary transgression of a known law), but sin, improperly so 
called, (that is, an involuntary transgression of a divine law, known or unknown), 
needs the atoning blood. (2) I believe there is no such perfection in this life as ex
cludes these involuntary transgressions which I apprehend to be naturally conse
quent on the ignorance and mistakes inseparable from mortality. (3) Therefore 
sinless perfection ls a phrase I never use, lest I should seem to contradict myself. 
(4) I believe, a person filled with the love of God is still liable to these involuntary 
transgressions. (5) Such transgressions you may call sins, if you please: I do not. 

Q. How shall we avoid setting perfection too high or too low? 

A. By keeping to the Bible, and setting it Just as high as the Scripture does. 
It is nothing higher and nothing lower than this - the loving God with all our 
heart and soul, and our neighbour as ourselves. It is love governing the heart and 
life, running through all our tempers, words, and actions. - 1lae Works of John 
Wesley. Volume XI, pp. 394-397. 
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by Leighton Ford 

NOT LONG AGO an old lady died In a nursing home. She lay 
In a casket with a clean white dress on, her hair done up beau
tifully, and flowers by her side. Someone said that never, In the 
three years they had lmown.her In the nursing home, had they 
seen her In a clean dress or with her hair done, or a single flow• 
er by the bed. And she asked, 'What kind of a culture ls It In 
which we treat the living like the dead and the dead like the liv
ing?" 

The cult of youth has been on the rise for many years. We 
are told to think young, dress young, look young. Yet In cater
Ing t~ youth, we have too often overlooked the ten percent of 
our population which ls over 65. 

A new social disease has arisen - geronto11lao61a -
the fear of growing old. A recent poll of young people showed 
that 25 percent would rather die than grow old. 

· A Christian exchange student from Africa, to America, 
had this to say: "I never heard anyone say he wanted to be old, 
and kids seem to see the old as a bmden. l never heard much 
about the old on 1V or In the magazines. In Africa It's the oppo
site. There old people are loved and respected. We give them 
gifts of money and clothing and cherish their wisdom. Why Is 
It," he asked, "that a society which did not have the Bible a 
century ago, lmows how to love and honor old age more than a 
society based on Christian traditions?" 

Even a superflclal reading of the Bible will show us that 
God has a special care for the aging. "Honor your parents" the 
Ten Commandments tell us. In Leviticus we are commanded to 
"rise up before the hoary head, and honor the face of the old 
man" (Lev. 19:32). According to the proverbs, -ibe hoary head 
Is a aown of glory" (Prov.16:31). And In Isaiah we have one of 
the niost beautiful promises of scripture: "Even to your old 
age," says the Lord, "I am he; and even to hoar hairs will I cany 
you" (Isa. 46:4). 

Not only does God have a special love for the· older per
son, but he expects us to show our practical concern. "Pure reli
gion and undeftled before God and the Father," according to 
the book of James, Is "to visit the fatherless and widows In their 
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world" 
(James 1:27). I believe God ls pleased with a society and a 

Leighton Ford iJ an associate e,angelist with the Billy Graham Ewngelistic A.sso-
d~on. . 
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church that shows genuine compassion to Its older members. 

Senior citizens also have much to give and should not be 
only on the receiving end. An elderly minister said to me not 
long ago, 'We don't always want to have things done for us. We 
have something to give, too." 

To you who are older, I say that not only does God have a 
special love for you. He also expects a lot from you. He wants 
you to keep growing all your life. 

One of the great examples of this In the Bible Is Caleb. 
While he Is not one of the most famous Old Testament charac
ters, Caleb shows that the greatest achievements may take 
place In old age. 

Actually, ·Caleb Is a remarkable example of faith In all 
stages of life. As a young man, he was chosen to be one of the 
12 spies, sent to spy out the land of Canaan for the people of Is
rael. According to Numbers, chapter 13, Caleb's faith gave him 
unusual courage. When they came back from spyhig they said, 
"The people are strong and the cities are fortlfted." Caleb, how
ever, said, "Let us go up at once and occupy It; for .we are well 
able to overcome It." Faith gave Caleb courage to stand alone 
against the crowd. 

Dming those middle years of his life, Caleb's faith gave 
him patience, as earlier It gave him courage. Never a word do 
we hear of griping or complaining. Middle age, for many peo
ple, can be a time of unrelenting pressure, of unfulfllled dreams, 
which brings &ustratlon and breeds cynldsm. But not so with 
Caleb. He learned to "walk without fainting." 

. The next glimpse we get of Caleb Is In Joshua, chapter 14, 
when the children of Israel have crossed Jnto the land. Caleb Is 
85 years old, but he Is not content with retirement! He comes to 
Joshua and says, "The Lord has kept me alive these 45 years. I 
am still as strong as I was In the day that Moses sent me. My 
strength Is now as my strength was then. So now, give me this 
mountain." 

What mountain?. Why, the mountain where the giants 
llvedl Elghty-ftve - but his body was strong, his spirit even 
stronger, and his faith stronger still! The record shows that 
while many of the young men faded to drive out the enemy, 
"Caleb drove thence [from the hill country] the three sons of 
Anak" (Josh. 15:14). He sent the giants running, and then per
haps ftnally, his work done, Caleb cleared off a place with a 
view on the mountain, a view, where In the evening he could sit 
and look at the land, and praise God for all He had done. 

"Give me this mountain," said Caleb. What mountain Is 
God calling you to climb? CJ 























How Should We Then Uve? 

Continued from page 20 

In 1938 Winston Churchill then a 
member of the British House of Com
mons, arose to give his immortal reply to 
Chamberlain's sellout of France and 
Czechoslovakia: 
[The people] should know that we have sus
tained a defeat without a war . . . they should 
know that we have passed an awful milestone 
in our history . . . and that the terrible words 
have for the time being been pronounced 
against the Western democracies: "Thou art 
weighed in the balance and found wanting. 11 

And do not suppose this is the end. This is only 
the beginning of the reckoning. This is only the 
first sip, the first foretaste of a bitter cup 
which will be proffered to us year by year un
less, by a supreme recovery of moral health 
and martial vigor, we arise again and take our 
stand for freedom as in the olden times. 

After the Western Allies had won the 
unconditional surrender al Germany in 

CHRIST MADE A WILL! 

by D. L Moody 

"Peace I leave with you, my peace I 
give unto you: not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid" (John 
14:27). 

Did YO\J ever think that when Ch~ist 
was dying on the cross, He made a will? 
Perhaps you have thought that no one 
ever remembered you in a will. If you 
ore in the kingdom, Christ remem
bered you ·in His. He willed His body to 
Joseph of Arimathaea; He willed His 
mother to John, the son of Zebedee; 
and He willed His·spirit back to His Fa
ther. But to His disciples He said: 

"My peace I leave with you, that is 
my legacy. My joy, I give that to you." 

"My joy," think of it! "My peace" -
not our peace, but His peace! 

They say a man can't make a will 
now that lawyers can't break and drive 
a four-in-hand right straight through it. 
1 · will challenge them to break Christ's 
will; let them try it. No judge or jury can 
set that aside. Christ rose to execute 
His own will. If He had left us a lot of 
gold, thieves would have stolen it in the 
first century; but He left his peace and 
His joy for every true believer; and no 
power on earth con toke it from him 
who trusts. D 
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May 1945, and weeks before the defeat al 
the Japanese in August ol the same year, 
Churchill was voted out al power. He 
would not, in his own words, "preside over 
the dissolution al the British Empire," so 
the English people removed him as prime 

-minister. lnTriumph and Tragedy, the 
last volume ol Churchill's six-volume work 
The Second World War, he states the 
theme thus: "How the great democracies 
triumphed, and so were able to resume the 
lollies which had so nearly cost them their 
life." 

The alternatives? A worldly conspiracy 
that will impose order upon a world who 
will neither fear nor obey God, or a re
affirmation by a society strongly salted by 
fearless Christians so that God will again 
be honored. Nebuchadnezzar did this, as 
we are told in Daniel 4:34-37. 

II we Christians are not willing now to 
hazard our lives lor Christ, "eventually we 
or our children will be the enemy ol soci
ety and state." 

Memorize, as Schaeffer suggests, this 
last sentence: "To make no decision in re
gard to the growth al authoritarian gov
ernment is already a decision lor it." 

II you care lor your own future, the fu
ture al your church, your community, and 
your nation, the reading al this book will 
help you to understand these times and to 
head into them with knowledge - and 
some hope. The writer al this article ex
presses surprise that two elements are 
missing in Schaeffer's work: first, the 
power of revivals to transform society 
( such as those under Charles Finney, John 
Wesley, and Duncan Campbell). Under 
Josiah a revival renewed the kingdom and 
postponed God's judgments. Second, 
Schaeffer does not speak at all al the re
turn of Christ to judge the earth and to 
gather and reward His saints. 

How Should We Then Live? by Francis A. 
Schaeffer; Revell, 197 6; 288 pp.; $12. 95 
(cloth) is available from Wesley Press, .Box 
2000, Marion, Ind. 46952. 

Remember His Work in Your Will! 
by John A. Dunn 

Executive Secretary, Wesleyan Investment FQundation 

Any will that you and I would 
have prepared cannot compare 
with the great legacy left by Christ .. 
However, there are unlimited op· 
portunities to "manage the fu
ture" .in such a way that will con
tinue the extension of · Christ's 
work on eartti until He comes 
again. 

Some are so caught up in the 
management of today with little or 
no thought of the future. This is 
especially true in legal matters. 

I have often . wondered why the 
average person is so reluctant to 
prepare a last will and testament. 
No doubt there are many reasons. I 
shall speculate what some may be. 

1. One must make a personal 
appraisal of financial affairs. 

2. A · decision has to be made 
and will appear in writing. 
Who wants to make a deci· 
sion? 

3. Death is an enemy and very 
few plan to die. I don't plan to 
die, do you? 

4. The average layman may dis· 
trust lawyers. Who would 

trust a lawyer with what 
we've heard in the last few 
years.? 

5. The cost involved - attor
ney's fees. The preparation of 
an average will may cost 
about the price of a man's 
suit. I need a suit! 

6. Commitment to the future or 
fear of change. I like things 
the way they are. 

Fear seems to be the large factor in 
preparing a will. 

Every Wesleyan should hove a 
will prepared. Every Christian will 
cares for two areas, namely: family 
affairs and kingdom interests. 

Great Wesleyan kingdom inter
ests that you may specify for spe
cial consideration in your will are: 
the local church of which you are a 
friend or member, your area Wes
leyan college, World Missions, 
Church Extension or any entity of 
The Wesleyan Church. 
· Good Christian stewardship will 
cause us to remember Christ'$ work 
in a Last Will and Testament. Re
member Him in your will. D 
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Continued lrom page 1 

we are stronger, we are wiser and more discerning than they. Immedi
ately we are tempted to downgrade other Christians who do not "follow 
with us" (Luke 9:49 ). Distinctions are made, then dogmas, then divi
sions. So we sanctifled fail "to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace" (Eph. 4:3). We substitute correctness for courtesy, loyalty for 
love, and dominion for surrender. In short, we find other Christians so 
troubling that we are drawn into ceaseless conflict with them and no 
longer strive against Satan and all evil. So Satan rests, while we battle 
on. 

I do not believe that this need be so. Nor do I think it would prevail 
so much if we only realized that Satan seeks advantage of our weakened 
humanity ( our Ignorance, our lnstablhty of temper, our flabbiness of will, 
our concern for the temporal) to reduce the effectiveness of our lives and 
witnessing. 

Paul writes so well about the walk of the Christian (Eph. 4-6). In 
that wonderful letter Paul cautions us not to live any longer as the Gen
tiles do (as we once did, in sin), but that we "learn Christ" (4:20). What a 
magnificent and endless challenge! "Be renewed in the spirit of your 
minds • • • let every one speak truth • • • give no opportunity to the devil 
• • • let no evil talk come out of your mouth • • • do not grieve the Holy 
Spirit." 

Finally Paul appeals, "Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and 
clamor and slander be put away from you, with all malice" (these are the 
dispositional pitfalls Into which we who are pursuing holiness and love, 
so often fall). "And be kind (or as the Greek, "keep on practicing kind
ness") to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in 
Christ forgave you" (Eph. 4:17-32). 

Here are three strong appeals to those Christians who live closest to 
God: (1) Negative attitudes toward one another must not be allowed to 
find a cozy place In your heart; put them away. (2) Practice kindness and 
tenderness of heart. This sin-soaked world Is a tough place to live In. 
Saints need refuge, not only in God, but In one another's company. You 
can do something for me that no one else - neither God nor I - can do 
for myself. I need your kindness. (3) Keep the fountain of forgiveness flow
ing. Knowing that no one made perfect In love will viciously assault you, 
to provoke you to wrath or backsliding, know also that the Imperfections 
and the poor Judgments of Christians will provide all the strain your God
sensitive soul can take. It will seem sometimes that the intentions - cer
tainly the actions - of fellow saints would push you Into temptations to 
reprisal or to rebuff that are not manifestations of the Spirit of God and 
grace. 

Remember, God forgave you. Remember further, God is forgiving 
you every day for all those deflclencles that must Irritate the God of holi
ness and love. So, forgive others - yes, other Christians - yes, all their 
sins, or Imperfections, or lack of love, or anything else. You do not re
quire a confession from them. You are not even responsible If they return 
your kindness with curtness. Simply forgive and be kind. Let them fall Into 
the hands of a loving God. 

Ufe can be easier on you and me. Our &tends - or we - can mend 
the strained ties - and Satan will be defeated. And dear friend, If we are 
guilty of professing a holiness that Is neither kind nor forgMng, let us 
know that this profession of "holiness" Is as much a heresy as the denial 
of the resurrection of Christ Unforgiving holiness is no better than "the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees." And an unkind spirit can nei
ther assist weakened saints nor awaken unconcerned sinners. - GEF 
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Editorial 

Sorrow is better than laughter, lor by sadness of countenance the heart is made glad ( Eccl. 
7:3). 

When God would make a pearl, He allows a grain of sand to hurt the 
oyster. When God would make a saint, He buries a sorrow in the life. 

U we reject the sorrow, we fall to learn God's lesson and to find His 
strength. 

Laughter (our happiness) so often deprives us of God's Joy. We like 
comfortable things, pleasant relationships, the honors of men. Yet these 
things, like thorns, can choke the Word and make the life unfruitful. 

Sorrow drives us to God or to despair. The pressure of affliction may 
"crowd us to Christ," but successes and pleasures may lure us from 
Christ. "Before I was afflicted, I went astray," David confessed (Ps. 
119:67). 

Sorrow Is better than laughter because only by sorrow can we un
derstand God and realize our utter dependence on Him. 

Always there has been a cross in the heart of God. That cross means 
suffering. Sometimes we think that no sorrow reached God's heart until 
Calvary. Nothing Is more untrue. While serene Joy and peace reside in the 
nature of God, grief Is also there. When mankind before the flood re
belled against God, "It grieved him at his heart." Only love can be 
grieved. 

In triumph and with singing, God led Israel out of Egypt toward Ca
naan. Israel rebelled at Kadesh-barnea and was sentenced to wandering 
In the wilderness. But God walked with His people across every burning 
desert In the wilderness and pitched His tent In their midst at every en
campment. "In all their affliction he was afflicted • . . In his love and in 
his pity he redeemed them" (Isa. 63:9 ). With Infinite patience God leads 
us Into "the valley of the shadow" and there we discover 'Thou art with 
me, thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me." 

Through sorrow I Join the ranks of those who endure as seeing Him 
who Is Invisible. Sorrow teaches me that things seen are temporal and 
things unseen are eternal. Sorrow unites me In understanding and in 
prayer to all those whose lives are crushed by sickness or disappoint
ment. 

So, as I move through this world of sorrow and change, this age of 
coldness and apostasy, keep me close to Thee by Thy chastening love, 
and make me glad only In Thy triumph and In the triumph of Thy church. 

Yes, Lord, sorrow Is better for me. Through sorrow I can see Thee 
and Thy purposes. Through sorrow Thou wilt loose me from earth's at
tachments and purify me from earth's alloys. - GE.F 

The Wesleyan Advocate 









ONLY the SUMMYr 
Could -Allure Me 
Continued from page 5 

have considered, even considered, 
stopping! The path itself grew more 
exciting for a time, ever filled with 
surprise and satisfaction. Off to the 
left, red ivy twined its way through 
cracks and crevices of a rocky 
precipice, meandering like crimson 
rivulets on the surface of a cloudy 
gray pool. 

To the right, a hundred yards 
away, a small and gentle Korean 
tiger frolicked in the autumn sun. 
Overhead was a canopy of leaves -
orange and amber, green and gold. 
God was in His heaven; the peak 
lay on ahead. The trek alone was 
worth the trip. 

And then ... 
We are troubled on every side, yet not dis
tressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair 
. . . cost down, but not destroyed ( II Car. 4:8-
9 ). 

Without warning the path grew 
rough. Straight down it went for a 
hundred yards. Was I climbing a 
mountain? Or was the mountain 
devouring me? I wasn't sure. Then I 
had to cross a brook, stepping cau
tiously over slippery, unstable 
rocks. I did not fol I but could have. 

And the path went back up the 
valley's other side. So steep it 
seemed. Climbing up a rock. Los
ing the trail. Grasping a fragile reed 
for balance. Feeling its roots give 
way. Tumbling. Jumping back up. 
Grumbling. Panting. Gasping. Go
ing on - but wondering how much 
farther. 

Before long the path smoothed 
out again, then once again grew 
rough. The going was slower now, 
companions fewer. Yet there re
mained the vision. Another open
ing in the path, coming just as my 
spirit was about to give way; a 
glimpse of the valley far below, iust 
as I thought of turning back. So on 
I went. Come hither, the peak still 
called. Sometimes I barely heard. 

And then I hod a thought . 
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Demas has deserted . . . because his heart 
was set on this world (II Tim. 4:10, NEB). 

The path itself, the verdant 
wo.rld around me, had taken on a 
reality all its own. It had become 
mine, a very part of me. I came to 
feel its pulse, its undulating, gravi
tating mood. It sloped, I shifted. It 
rose, I climbed. The path grew dim; 
I sought it all the harder. I had 
come to love the path itself. I must 
keep it clean, remove its litter. 

My fellow climbers, too: they 
now seemed a part of me - be
cause we shared a mutual goal. At 
times we stopped together, enjoyed 
the beauty of the path and moun
tainside, the warmth of compan
ionship, the refreshment of a cool 
drink. We were few now; indeed we 
were one. 

And yet, I thought, I dare not 
cherish the way itself overmuch, 
dare not stay to make it wholly 
mine, to let it take my vision's 
place. Instead I'll cherish it, use it, 
enjoy it, improve it, learn its way, 
even share its spirit. 

Yet always there is the need to 
travel on, leaving the route behind, 
forsaking it to follow the summons 
of the peak. The goal must be, I 
suppose, to love it, yet not too 
much; how else can I reach the 
summit? 

And so I clambered, stumbled 
on. 
And being in agony he prayed more earnestly; 
and his sweat became like great drops ol blood 
(Luke 22:44, RSV). 

The peak was coming closer now 
- not visible, just closer. 

How did I know? First, there was 
the time elapsed. So long it seemed 
since I had first glimpsed the peaks 
darting in and out among the 
clouds. The first step had demand
ed such a small investment then. It 
hardly seemed to bring me nearer. 
So with the second. The third. The 
one hundred third. And this last 
one, too. Even yet I took only little 

steps. Always little ones. But little 
steps and much time had brought 
me near the peak. 

The steeper incline told me even 
more clearly where I was. Back 
there I had just known it would be 
simpler near the top. By then my 
muscles would have toughened up, 
my spirit grown to hero strength. I 
knew it. 

But now I was there. And all 
those dreams proved dreams alone. 
Where was my strength? My re
solve? Each step grew steeper. Each 
rock seemed sharper. I panted, rest· 
ed, panted. 

One thing alone now pulled me 
on: the peak. Too near to falter 
now. If only I could persi.st a little 
longer. So I continued - stretch
ing, growing, yet conscious not of 
growth, only of pain. 

And then I was there! 
Beloved, we are God's children now; it does not 
yet appear what we shall be, but we lcnow that 
when he appears we shall be like him, for we 
shall see him as he is (I John 3:2, RSV). 

The summit. The view. Hun
dreds of square miles spread below 
in panoramic grandeur. Seas of au
tumn rice swaying a golden amber. 
Lakes of transparent blues. Clouds 
still playing their hide-and-seek 
games, but playing them now with 
me. Villages roofed with thatch and 
tile. 

The half of that moment I never 
will explain. I cannot. Camera 
lenses will never grasp the scene; 
pictures lose the feel. They lock the 
monumental scope, the vast sweep 
of the miles below. Words become 
tinkling cymbals, mere suggestive 
whiffs of the elemental exhibition, 
the spiritual expressiveness, the 
mind-fulfilling, mind-exploding vi
sion from that peak. 

There is only one way to show 
that view or convey the mood to my 
friends. I must take them to see it 
for themselves. Then, and then 
alone, they will know too. And then 
we too shall be one. 
Abel . . . Enoch . . . Noah . . . Abraham 
. . . Samuel. . . . All these persons died in 
faith. They went not yet in posseuion ol the 
things promised, but had seen them far ahead 
and hailed them, and conleued themselves no 
more than strangers or pmsing travelers on 
earth. . • • They are looking for a country of 
their own • • • longing for a better country - I 
mean, the heavenly one. That is why God is not 
ashamed to be called their God; for he Im a 
city ready for them (Heb. 11:13-16, NEB).O 

The Wesleyan Advocate 







began to have great difficulty in 
breathing. 

In my comatose state I became 
so very tired, and I thought to my
self, "It's no use; I might as well 
give up now because I'll never make 
it." I gave up and lay there waiting 
to die. But nothing happened and I 
couldn't understand why. 

Then I wondered what really 
takes place when a person dies. I 
wondered if I would have the feel
ing of actually being transported 
somewhere. All this time it was as if 
I were lying awake in a very dark 
room, not feeling any particular 
pain. 

Suddenly I was in a place where 
it was as light as day. As I looked 
before me, the first thing I saw was 
a wall which was about twice as 
high as a man. On the left there 
was a wide opening. About half
way between this opening and 
where I was, there sat a man 
dressed in the same kind of clothes 
worn in Bible times. This man sat 
motionless and yet I had the feel
ing that if I could just get over to 
him, I could talk with him and he 
with me ( I couldn't move around). 

It was then that I noticed there 
was complete silence - not one 
sound - not one movement of any 
kind. Then looking above the wall, I 
saw it was much brighter on the 
other side. It was a different light 
than sunlight, because even 
though it was much brighter, there 
were no shadows cast by the wal I on 
the man sitting there. 

Again I looked at the wall and 
noticed something I hadn't seen be
fore. Printed in large letters were 
the four words: "I WILL SHOW 
YOU!" I am still not sure of the sig
nificance of these words except 
that He has shown me many 
things, some of which were a 
glimpse of and a longing for heav
en, His healing power, His comfort 
and peace, and much more. 

Just as suddenly as I went to the 
place that was light, so I returned 
to this dark room, still not con
scious. As I lay there, a voice spoke 
to me in very clear and distinct 
words: "I will make you well." Then 
I wondered if He would heal me in
stantly, but I soon realized the Lord 
chose not to heal me this way. I 
willingly accepted this. 
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As I gradually became con
scious and realized I was in my hos
pital room, alive, I felt disappoint
ed that I was back. Then I turned 
my head and saw my faithful wife, 
who had been at my bedside al
most constantly for two weeks. She 
didn't notice right away that I was 
regaining consciousness. 

As I looked at her, I could see a 
very tense expression on her face 
while she was watching the mon
itor, which indicated that my heart, 
though revived, was still very irreg
ular. I realized then that she didn't 
know yet that God had promised to 
make me wel I. 

It was not too long before I fell 
asleep, sleeping soundly until 9:00 
the next morning. When I awoke, I 
was more alert and felt better than 
I had for the last two weeks. From 
this point on there was definite, but 
slow, improvement, giving me some 
lessons in patience. There were mo
ments of discouragement and even 
depression, but by God's help these 
times never lasted long. 

As one man said, "When days 
are good, thank God. And when 
days come that are not so good, 
trust God! He knows what He is do
ing!" D 

Giuing the Holy Spirit o Bod Nome 

PART TWO 

IN AN EARLIER ARTICLE we con
sidered undisciplined emotional
ism as one way in which we are apt 
to give the Holy Spirit a bad name. 
A second way is closely related to it 
and possibly could be subsumed un
der the first. 

But the problem here should not 
be prejudiced by a false issue. 
Whenever someone speaks or 
writes about the manifestations of 
the Holy Spirit among us, we im· 
mediately draw lines and the battle 
is on. One should not be accused of 
being an emotionalist because he 
feels like saying "Amen" or "Halle· 
lujah" in the services. 

Charles W. Stewa~ Th.B. (Owosso College), M.A. 
(Whitworth College), is pastor ol the Crown Hill 
Wesleyan Chuteh, Seattle, Washington, and teach
es port-time at Seattle PacHic UniYenity. 

by Charles W. Stewart 

On the other hand, one should 
not be titled a formalist or what
ever because he questions some of 
the practices often called "mani
festations of the Spirit." The prob
lem I see is one that I call the un
dercutting, or the belittling· of 
preaching. 

This problem hos come to me in 
this form: "We had a great meet
ing yesterday; there was no preach
ing." My immediate response for a 
long time was to join in the praise. 
It then became a mixed feeling, and 
it is now a very suspicious feeling, if 
not a grave concern. 

Why? First of all, I do not accept 
the idea that the Holy Spirit is most 
real among us when there is sing
ing, testifying, etc. Secondly, this 
statement implies a denigration of 
preaching. 

Next page, please 
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Giuing the Holy Spirit a Bad Name 

Continued lrom page 10 
vogue than it is today, hear me out. 
This is our next consideration. 

TURNING BACKWARD 
A third way the Holy Spirit is apt 

to be given a bad name is by rever
sionism, or a turning backward. It 
takes a good deal of holy sense to 
know what to leave behind you and 
what to take from the past with 
you. 

Many experiences of moving 
have helped me to learn the rela
tive value of things, as I am sure it 
has taught many ministers. I have 
al~o learned that you can pack 
things around for years, rediscover 
them one day, and then wonder 
why you ever moved them in the 
first place. 

Some of our ideas about the 
church and our religion are like 
this. As much as I admire John 
Wesley, I doubt if most of us could 
endure for long his way of carrying 
on public worship. This much is for 
sure: he would not stand for any 
disturbances in the meeting like 
some of us may be accustomed to. 

We get on a nostalgic binge 
every now and then around our 
churches, and we take a walk down 
the old sawdust trail. We remem
ber the shouting with the hair fall
ing down and the hats in the air 
etc. To be honest, this ought to b~ 
balanced with the memory of the 
excesses in emotional demonstra
tion as well as sermons that were 
designed to prove that the gospel 
was eternal. 

~s a child I fidgeted nervously 
until about 1 0:00 on Sunday nights 
w~il~ dear old Daddy S--, the 
minister, completed his sermon of 
an hour and a half. 

To be fair, I must say that the 
m.emories of dinrier on the grounds 
with all of the saints are precious. 
There are some things that could 
~e adapted from the past with prof
it. But the general notion of revert
ing to the past for our ideals and 
~uidance must be marked as giv
ing the Holy Spirit a bad name. 

There was only one time in the 
history of the church when the 
Upper Room was the place to be. I 
accept the symbolism of the Upper 
Room as a stage of our journey with 
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God, but I reject it as a place where 
God wants to continue His work. 

The Holy Spirit will not tolerate 
the people of God staying around 
the Upper Room. He wants us "to 
hit the bricks." Even Jerusalem 
may be compassed too long. The 
story of the book of Acts is "on
ward." It is left incomplete. It is our 
task to keep marching with the 
Holy Spirit until He leads into the 
"city where they need no sun." 

It is not clear to me how far it 
would count for God if we could 
duplicate every circumstance of the 
life of the early church in our times. 
There are a few things I wouldn't 
want. Meeting in homes as they did 
had its inconveniences. Means of 
travel were slower and more dan
gerous. Society was more openly 
sinful, and there are many other 
things. 

The most appalling thing about 
this tendency to want to go back is 
what it implies for the providence 
of God. In a way it is saying that 
God doesn't know what He is do
ing. In another way of looking at it 
it is an idolatrizing of the past. ' 

In another sense, it may be the 
worst form of despair. The Chris
tian hope is forward, not back
ward. He is coming back. One day 
we will sit down with Him at the 
great marriage supper and feast 
with Him. That is something to 
look forward to. 

It is precisely this hope that ac
tuates holiness of living (I John 
3:2-3). Looking backward may 
make antiques out of us but look
ing forward to His ret~rn' will if 
properly understood, spur us t~ a 
dynamic fQrm of life that is eth
ical, relevant, and loving. 

If thi_s were not enough, let us 
heed the counsel of the wise man "S . I ay not thou, what is the cause 
that the former days were better 
than these? for thou dost not in
qui re wisely concerning this" 
(Eccles. 7: 1 0). · 

Al low me once more to let my 
mentor, Dr. A. W. Tozer, be heard: 
We need to seek deliverance from our 
vain and weakening wish to go back 
and recover the past. We should seek to. 
be cleansed from the childish notion 
that to have lived in Abram's day or in 
Paul's, would have been better than to 
liv~ today. With God Abram's day and 
this day ore the same. - The Divine Con
quest, p. 28. D 

No matter where you go, no matter 
what you do, taken there by the Holy 
Spirit, you can do good. The world is wide 
open to meaninglul personal engagement 
wherein the "chosen" - you - can go 
anywhere to be the aroma ol saving 
grace to persons in trouble. - Dr. Arthur 
Lynip 

<> <> <> 

Birds don't seem to have to struggle to 
muster up a song. Frogs need little exhor
tation to stir up their croaking. Dogs will 
bark at the slightest provocation. But 
prayer, which should be just as normal lor 
men and women cu singing is lor birds, is 
hard to come by. - Dr. DaYid A. Hubbard 

<> <> <> 

Competing to win easily becomes an 
obsession. Being a winner becomes more 
important than being a Christian. - Abe 
Devries in The Banner 

<> <> <> 

It seems to me that one ol the devil's 
lavorite hobbies · is tipping Christians off 
balance. II he cannot get us to deny Christ 
by unbeliel or disobedience, he will try to 
get us to distort Christ by imbalance, ex
tremism, or fanaticism. - John R. w. Stott 

<> <> <> 

The best offset to human pride is al
ways gratelulness. It is better to seek 
gratelulness than humility; lor real grati
tude will bring humility with it. - Samuel 
M. Shoemaker · 

<> <> <> 

Exhibit a lew ol the lruits ol Canaan. 
People will gladly believe in the holiness 
they hear lrom us ii they can believe in 
the holiness they see in us. - Dr. Richard 
Taylor 

<> <> <> 

A correct response to God is an ethical 
responsibility. We are not lree to be igno
rant ol truth. The Word ol God affirms 
duty - not the Holy Spirit. The one guide 
we have is what is said in Scripture. 

<> <> <> 

We must speak what the Word speaks. 
We must be silent where the Word is si
lent. When we speak the Word, we must 
speak with the spirit and purpose ol that 
written word. - Dr. Hollis Gause 

<> <> <> 

Lazarus, lor example, had nothing in 
. lile except this one thing, that he could 

count on the mercy ol God. - Helmut Thi~ 
liclce 

The Wesleyan Advocate 



Continued lrom page 3 

"You alone, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, are worthy of my wor
ship, praise, prayer, and service. 
Maker, Mediator, Master, I sur
render to You every area of my 
body, soul, and spirit - conscious 
and subconscious - all to be un
der Your sovereign control. 

"Yours, then, the responsibility 
of assignment as well as assistance 
for doing Your good pleasure. Keep 
me pure by daily searching, con
victing, and cleansing this life 
which is Yours. 

"Cause me to be by Your grace 
and for Your glory the man You 
planned for me to be in Your pro-

S11¢KS. S1~NES. W~k~S

AN~ THE FAMILY ~f' .~~~ 
Continued lrom page 1 1 

the words from striking us. But 
those barriers are erected at the ex
pense of communication with the 
person defended against. This same 
principle applies whether on the 
level of individuals, groups, or na
tions. 

All too frequently we find that 
our words have wounded without 
our intending it. With the best of 
motives we may cause dismay in 
the heart of someone who is near to 
us. This being the case, how much 
more tragic it is when we willfully 
use words in a manner that will 
cause offense. 

Poul says to Timothy: Guard 
against this possibility; don't toke a 
defensive posture; don't use words 
as an instrument of aggression. In 
the administration of the church, 
even when using discipline, "a soft 
answer turneth away wrath" (Prov. 
15: l ). 

Another attitude that con be 
token is that of conciliation, of en
treaty. It is saying in manner and 
spirit, "Let's get our words togeth
er." Such on attitude is not one of 
compromise or weakness. It is a 
position of strength. 
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gram in home and community and 
world. 

"May Renee and I serve with joy 
and much fruitfulness as You grant 
us breath. May our children be 
brought to a like surrender, and ex
ceed our devotion and commit
ment. 

"Enlarge faith and prosper every 
activity to the blessing of lives and 
for Your praise. Make us earnest in 
intercession, faithful in the Word, 
and in witnessing. 

~'I thank You, Thou Triune God 
of might and miracle, for 'doing 
Thou for us.' In simple trust and 
purposed obedience, I pray. In 
Jesus' name. Amen!" 

In-evaluating our daily program, 
we need to consider as never be
fore priorities that make a differ
ence. Is it not thrilling to know that 
"the earnest (heartfelt, continued) 
prayer of a righteous man makes 

Paul is saying to Timothy, "Be 
sure enough of your commission 
that you con use its authority in a 
manner consistent with its ends. 
Wh~n fulfilling the responsibility of 
your charge, remember you ore 
dealing with members of your fam
ily. Respect.and persuasion by en
treaty ore always in order, but the 
force of harsh words is always out 
of order." 

While these words ore directed 
especially to Timothy, do they not 
hove a much wider application to 
all of our relationships in the 
church? "A word fitly spoken is like 
apples of gold in pictures of silver" 
(Prov. 25: 11 ). Will Carleton, in 
"The First Settler's Story," con· 
eludes with these words: 
Boys flying kites haul in their 

white-wing'd birds: 
You can't do that way when you're 

flying words. · 
"Careful with fire" is good advice, 

we know; 
"Careful with words" is ten times 

doubly so. 
Thoughts unexpressed may sometimes 

fall back dead, 
But God himself can't kill them 

when they're said. 
Next time you're ready to hurl 

that word, whether against old or 
young, stop to think of its effect. 
Use your words as magnets to draw 
people together, not as weapons to 
drive them apart. D 

tremendous power available - dy
namic in its working" (James 
5: 16b, Amplified)? 

With the psalmist we may tes
tify, "Come and hear, all of you 
who reverence the Lord, and I will 
tell you what He did for me: For I 
cried to Him for help, with praises 
ready on my tongue. He would not 
have listened if I had not con
fessed my sins. But He listened! He 
heard my prayer! He paid atten
tion to it! Blessed be God who didn't 
turn away when I was praying, and 
didn't refuse me His kindness and 
love" (Ps. 66: 16-20, Living Bible). 

Joe Blinco used to say, "We are 
busy but unblessed!" Moy each of 
us recognize that if we are too busy 
to pray, we are not only too busy, 
but we'll continue unblessed. Our 
determination must enable us to 
"use the mightiest weapon God has 
given us - prayer!" D 

FAST 

with a 
difflerence 
Continued lrom page 7 

unanswered, the epistle of James 
asks a heart-searching question: 
"If a fellow man or woman hos no 
clothes to wear and nothing to eat, 
and one of you say, 'Good luck to 
you, I hope you'll keep warm and 
find enough to eat,' and yet give 
them nothing to meet their phys
ical needs, what on earth is the 
good of that?" (Phillips). D 

Suggestions for further reading: 
Robert McNamara, One Hundred Coun
trim, Two Billion People (New York: Prae· 
ger Publishers, 1973); William and Paul 
Paddock, Famine - 19751 (Boston: Lit· 
tie, Brown and Co., 1967); W. Stanley 
Mooneyham, What Do You Say to a Hun
gry World! (Waco, Texas: Word, Inc., 
1975). E. J. Kahn, The American People 
(New York: Weybright and Talley, 
197 4); United States Department of 
Agriculture pamphlet "The World Food 
Situation and Prospects to 1985" (Dec. 
1974). 

(93) 13 























































. ~~· 

L·. --~~--· --·v 
. 

}' 
/. ·· A slender twig may be the one selected-

~ ---=-;;>3~-

YOU 

TOO 
1-{AVE 

WINGS! 

-- . 

. ;_: HE·ADQUAATE~ \~nctttvis ... 
t ·· -· ·;COMPLI-MENT AR~.- Qs;"~Jt&; £0PY 

\ 

;,~-

A bird when finished with his lofty flight 
May place his weight quite gently mid the branches 

To rest unworried through the darkest. night. 
· He still has wings! 

A storm may rage, the night be turned to fury; 
The elements may blast and shake the tree. 

The bird clings fast, unscared, nor eoen worried; 
With wings, why should he eoer anxious be? 

'Ere long he sings. 

The twig may break: too frail to bear the burden; 
A bird is not designed to awkward fall. 

Two wings unfold, another twig is chosen. 
Disturbed, perchance, but storms cannot appall

Assu red is he. 

When morning comes he greets the new day dawning; 
His pleasant song will gladden all who hear. 

He soars aloft in search of new· adoenture; 
He worries not: his life is full of cheer

LJnfettered, free! 

0 pilgrim so_ul, 0 mortal man, confronted 
So many times with worry or some test; 

You too haoe wings! By faith quick find a promise~ 
You too haoe wings! Belieoe God's ways are best. 

He'll take you through. 

Our twig may break, our resting place is fragile; 
Our storms may rage and sometimes fierce the gale. 

When once we find the secret of His presence, 
Disturbed, perhaps, but neoer shall we fail. 

He cares for me! 
t:Jaut"n "4. ,Manker 

J~~rinted from Rfpples in the Sand. Double HH Press, Glendora, Calif., 1973. This 
· : delightful book of poems by Dayton A. Manker may be secured by sending a 

donation to The Wesleyan Aduocate office. Address .the General Editor, Box 
. . -2000, Marion, Ind. 46952. Contributions received for the books will be given to 

_missions. 





























































Jews 
Continued from page 9 

honor of God is at stake in His 
promises and covenants made to Is
rael. That God foreknew and fore
told their long period of scattering 
among the Gentile nations, the 
agelong desolation of the land of 
Palestine, and the terrible suffer
ing of these seemingly endless ages, 
the Old Testament scriptures abun
dantly reveal, as we have briefly 
seen in this address. 

We have also seen that Israel 
would retain her racial identity; be 
divin~ly perpetuated throughout 
the ages and brought into a place 
of world blessing, glory and honor, 
when at the close of this age God 
had completed His testimony 
among the Gentiles. and the king
dom Israel has so long expected 
and longed for, should be set up. 

That this is the central truth of 
the great promises and covenants 
God has made to Israel, these two 
scriptures will establish. 11 Samuel 
7:23-24: "And what one nation in 
the earth is like thy people, even 
like Israel, whom God went to re
deem for a people to himself, and to 
make him a name, and to do for 
you great things and terrible, for 
thy land, before thy people, which 
thou redeemedst to thee from 
Egypt, from the nations and their 
gods? For thou hast confirmed to 
thyself thy people Israel to be a peo
ple unto thee forever: and thou, 
Lord, art become their God." 

Isaiah 59:20-21: "And the Re
deemer shall come to Zion, and 
unto them that turn from trans
gression in Jacob, saith the Lord. 
As for me, this is my covenant with 
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them, saith the Lord; My Spirit that 
is upon thee, and my words which I 
have put in thy mouth, shall not de
part out of thy mouth, nor out of 
the mouth of thy seed, nor out of 
the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith . 
the Lord, from henceforth and for 
ever." 

Because the honor of God in this 
His word to Israel concerning their 
certain preservation and glorious 
restoration is at stake, and be
cause Satan and all the wicked of 
earth cannot destroy the honor of 
God, the world cannot destroy the 
Jew. 

GOD'S PLAN MUST BE 
COMPLETED 

The world cannot destroy the 
Jew because the Jew is inseparably 
linked with the completion of God's 
plan in the earth - and to destroy 
the Jew would be to wreck the 
building God has been construct
ing ever since He called Abram 
from Ur of the Chaldees; made with 
him an everlasting covenant (Gen. 
17: 19); and promised him that in 
his seed all the nations of the earth 
should be blessed (Gen. 22: 16-18). 

The divine blueprints of God's 
plans revealed in His Word, de
mand as the crowning glory· of 
God's efforts in the earth, a world
wide theocratic kingdom with its 
capital at Jerusalem, with Israel's 
Messiah ..:.... whom we believe to be 
our Saviour - seated upon its 
throne, with Satan banished and 
with war and poverty and racial ha
tred no more, but where "they shall 
sit every man under his vine and 
under his fig tree; and none shall 
make them afraid" (Mic. 4:4). 

Because God has chosen the Jew 
to the place of administration and 
glory in that age, that is the climax 
of God's efforts in the earth, and 
because God is sovereign and His 
plans omnipotent, the world can
not destroy the Jew. 

EXISTENCE OF ISRAEL AS 
CERTAIN AS GOD'S 

Finally, the world cannot de
stroy the Jew until it is able to de
stroy the universe of God. 

Listen, Adolph Hitler, and all of 

those both at home and abroad 
who seek Israel's destruction. Lis
ten to the divine challenge of the 
omnipotent God to all who hate Is
rael. "Thus saith the Lord, which 
giveth the sun for a light by day, 
and the ordinances of the moon 
and of the stars for a light by night, 
which divideth the sea when the 
waves thereof roar; The Lord of 
hosts is his name: if those ordi
nances depart from before me, 
saith the Lord, then the seed of Is
rael also shall cease from being a 
nation before me for ever" (Jer. 
31 :35-37). 

God has declared that the same 
omnipotent power that holds the 
universe in its appointed course is 
pledged to the preservation and res
toration of the Jews. Because puny 
man, even when Satan controlled, 
cannot destroy the universe of God, 
the world now Satan controlled, 
cannot destroy the Jew. 

MY APPEAL 

We have finished. It has been 
our fervent hope not merely to shed 
the light of divine revelation on the 
otherwise inexplicable problem of 
why the world hates the Jews, and 
why the world cannot destroy the 
Jews: or yet to show the futileness 
of such satanic effort on the part of 
wicked Gentiles; or even yet to cre
ate a deeper love and understand
ing on the part of Christians to
ward the Jews to whom, under God, 
we owe so much; but underneath as 
I have penned every line of these 
pages, has been a compassionate 
longing to create a hunger among 
my Jewish brethren to search the 
Scriptures for themselves, to "see if 
these things be true." 

I believe that if you will do so, 
you will find, as I have found, the 
One "altogether lovely" even as did 
Saul of Tarsus, your own great Jew
ish lawyer of the long ago, and you 
will willingly say as did he in Philip
pians 3:8, "I count all things but 
loss for the excellency of the knowl
edge of Christ Jesus my Lord; for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and do count them but ref
use, that I may win Christ, and be 
found in him, not having mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law, 
but that which is through faith of 
Chrisr, the righteousness which is 
of God by faith." D 

The Wesleyan Advocate 











































compatibility, I must contend that it 
is so much more. Scriptures such as I 
Cor. 7:3-5 lay stress on the sexual 
relationship. Yet the essence of sub
jection is not sexual prowess but spir
itual principle. 

Though I have no particular dis
agreement with those who may sug
gest techniques, I believe that truth 
alone will lead to spiritual commit
ment of the will and changes in atti
tude. We are reminded again and 
again in Scripture that it is not that 
which appeals to the natural mind but 
that which appeals to the spirit which 
bears fruit. 

Peter promises that it is by the 
"conversation" or life-style of sub
missive wives that husbands "may be 
won" to Christ. In view of the life
style which bears this kind of fruit, 
let's discover the true nature of sub
jection. Peter suggests four qualities 
by which genuine subjection may be 
tested. They are chastity, fear, meek
ness, and quietness. 

First, consider chastity (v. 1). In our 
minds it is synonymous with sexual 
fidelity; but it is nevertheless a sin
gular commitment of our entire selves 
to a personality whom we know as 
our mate. The marriage which pleases 
God involves a commitment of the 
will, the intellect and the spirit, as well 
as the body. 

It is possible for a Christian wife to 
"keep herself only unto him" (her 
husband) in body, and still violate her 
trust emotionally and spiritually. This 
may be true of one who loves and re
spects her pastor or other men of the 
church more than her unsaved hus
band, and therefore is more submis
sive in spirit fo a leader in the church 
than she is to her "own husband" (v. 
1 ). There may be spiritual leaders in 
the church, but you have only one 
earthly, spiritual head. "Keep your
self only unto him as long as you both 
shall live." 

June S, 1978 

At the expense of sounding harsh, I 
believe that there are many who are 
spiritually unfaithful. A multitude of 
Christian ladies in the evangelical 
world are "married" to the church 
and "emotionally divorced" from 
their unsaved husbands. Pastors often 
encourage this in ignorance. 

Don't pervert God's plan and His 
order! Don't just live with your hus
band; be married to him in the sense 
of emotional and spiritual commit
ment. Be in subjection to your own 
husbands (v. 1). Chastity in spirit will 
make him sit up and take notice, and 
he can surely tell if it is not there. 

Closely associated with chastity is 
fear (also v. I). This Old English word 
which was translated into the King 
James text really means "respect" 
(note that the words fear, love, and 
honor are used interchangeably in I 
Peter 2: 17). 

The truth that your husband is 
God's delegated authority in the 
home does not change simply be
cause your husband is not a Chris
tian. He has been duly charged with 
the responsibility of guiding and pro
tecting his family as the spiritual head 
of the home, whether or not he choos
es to be functional in his role. 

Subjection in the sense of honor is 
God's effective strategy whereby the 
unsaved husband becomes aware of 
his role. If a godly wife submits to her 
husband, he naturally begins to feel 
the gravity of his position even if he 
does not fully understand it. Even
tually he will conclude that he needs 
the grace of the Lord to fulfill his role. 

Honor your husband for his ap
pointed role in God's plan. Recog
nize the great grace that God has 
stored up to give him for the fulfill
ment of that role; and accept the dy
namic of subjection as God's strat
egy to bring him to an awareness of 
his God-appointed role. 

Faith is required to maintain the 
confidence that God will ultimately 
win out in your husband's life. Honor 
is that consistent stand of faith! Rec
ognize the fact that every temptation 
to degrade him in your heart or in the 
company of friends is the devil's op
portunity to counteract God's plan 
and choke the attitude of faith. 

You may need to check your atti
tudes of disrespect and dishonor that 
filter through your unconscious mind 
into the church fellowship. Prayer re
quests, for instance, may be degrad
ing and dishonoring. I have heard 
some which have slipped through un
checked: "Pray for my husband. He's 
a drunk. He beats me. He swears at 
the kids. I don't know how much 
more I can take, etc." 

I am not denying a situation of 
legitimate need; but I think that in 
our need we often project an image of 
an impossible, hopeless, godforsaken 
man who is hurting us. The whole 
church fellowship reacts to such a one 
by holding him in dishonor and dis
dain. Such a request may reveal the 
hidden attitude of bitterness, and 
build a wall between the healing min
istry of the church and the man who 
desperately needs healing instead of 
criticism. 

Your life with an unchristian hus
band may be characterized by con
flict; but we must reflect confidence in 
God's Word, His grace, and His 
power, or we may never hope to see a 
change in the marriage relationship. 

You may want to consider making 
only personal requests such as: "Pray 
for me. I need the prayer support of 
the church in order to be consistent in 
my witness at home. Pray that God 
will give needed grace to be a submis
sive wife. Pray that I will be faithful in 
my relationship to my husband." This 
kind of request does not reflect de
spair, but hope and faith. 

Faithfulness and loyalty (chastity) 
and honor and respect (fear) work to
gether to produce an effective and un
failing witness to any unsaved hus
band. 

Two additional fruits of subjection 
are meekness and quietness (v. 4). 
Moses was a meek man according to 
the Scripture. He was, of course, a 
man of natural strength. He was a 
rugged outdoorsman, in fact, a shep
herd like David who "killed the lion 
and the bear." This quality of meek
ness did no injustice to his magnifi
cent physical power, but rather indi
cated a reclamation of those powers 
and a redirection of his strength into 
useful channels of service. 

Tum to page 15, please 
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Editorial 

Often we say, "It pleased the Lord to give us good health - or a safe 
trip." And this thanksgiving is proper. The Lord is our healer and protector. 
"No good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly," and God 
"gives us richly all things to enjoy." So God does give joy and health. 

But the "happy" things are only half of life. What about the other half? 
Sickness, separation, accident, misunderstanding? Can it please God to send 
them? 

We often include the reversals and denials of life under the permissive 
will of God. By what authority do we include these under God's permissive 
will, then include the joys and honors of life as under the directive will of 
God? 

Read this amazing statement from Isaiah 53:10: "It pleased the Lord to 
bruise him; he hath put him to grief." Prophetically, of course, this refers to 
our Lord's agony and death on Calvary. No Christian will hold that Christ's 
atonement on the cross was accomplished in the permissive will of God. Cal
vary was not "permitted." Christ was "delivered by the determinate counsel 
and foreknowledge of God." Calvary was "planned." Christ's sacrifice of 
himself not only was purposed by God, it pleased God. 

When the Old Testament worshiper sacrificed the whole beast or bird to 
God as a burnt offering, the consumed victim - the burnt sacrifice - was 
"a sweet savor unto the Lord" (Lev. 1:9, 13, 17). The Lord was pleased. A life 
was given - or taken - and a body burned. Was it tragedy or was it fulfill
ment? 

Only the unblemished beast or bird was good enough. And what higher 
purpose could be realized in that sacrifice than to be offered to the Lord? By 
fire? Yes. A life wasted? No. A life fulfilled? Yes. That sacrificed life was pre
cious to God - "it pleased the Lord." 

Why do we set our hearts on health and honor? The Calvary thread is 
often missing from the Christian skein of life. We do not see God at work in 
privation, sickness, poverty, and death. We believe, superficially, that God 
purposes for each of us only health, wealth, honor, and happiness. (What 
more could a sinner wish?) But the true measure of life's worth is the will
ingness to suffer worthily and to die for Christ, if need be. Good health and 
good pay are not salvation; they may be only narcotics that help poor souls 
exist after they have "died." 

We Christians have given "Calvary" to the Communists. They accept de
privation and death to spread their gospel, while we Christians reject any 
gospel that does not major on healing and happiness. 

If it was God's pleasure to bruise Christ for our salvation, could it be 
God's pleasure to bruise us for our spiritual advancement and for the salva
tion of others? 

Do we even want to know what pleases Him? If we did know, are we 
afraid to follow Him? Would we rejoice in sufferings for Christ and for those 
for whom He died? 

Do we not know that by death comes life, and that by the cross comes 
the resurrection? - Qt1 

The Wesleyan Advocate 
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by Robert I. McCluskey 

OVER 40 YEARS AGO Dan Ramseur slipped quietly 
away from us - but not before he marked our genera
tion with assurances that the God of the miraculous 
moves among men of faith and prayer. 

Dan owned a small spread down on the Pleasant 
Garden Road. He was a dairy farmer. It was back in the 
good old days before rugged individualism and inde
pendence were sacrificed on the altar of tyrannical 
government interference. One could raise all the grain 
his ground could produce, feed it to cows, tum it into 
milk and butter and beef, and sell it to whomsoever 
would buy. 

Government did impose, however, one important 
safeguard - the herd must be free of disease. Periodic 
tests were made to determine this fact. Examination re
vealed that Ramseur's herd was infected! His dairy was 
placed under quarantine. 

Dan was deeply disturbed as -he climbed into his 
hayloft prayer chamber. He told the Lord what the test 
tube had shown and what this would mean to his family, 
his faith, and his future. He pulled out the promise made 
in Malachi and laid it out before the Lord. He reminded 
God that he had paid his tithe. He was entitled, 
therefore, to the pledged protection: "I will rebuke the 
devourer." 

The next morning, before finalizing condemnation 
of the Ramseur cattle, the veterinarian returned for a 
corroborating test. It was his tum to be disturbed! 
Yesterday there was positive proof of TB. Today, abso
lutely no evidence! Why? To Dan Ramseur the answer 
was easy - during the night another Veterinarian had 
visited his ranch. 

Would you like to know a little-known secret of Dan 
Ramseur? A salesman at Vanstory Clothing Company 
made the discovery. Dan had one inflexible rule when 
buying a new suit: it had to have kneeling room in the 
trousers. Whatever the cut, or cost, or color, there was 
one required specification - could he pray in it? God 
hears the man who plans to pray, and answers the man 
who prays! 

Robert I. McCluskey, aher serving 44 years as pastor of Christ Wesleyan Church, Greensboro, 
N.Cy is now pastor emeritus. 





























































































































































period. Paid 88% of USF. Raised more than 
$47,000 for World Missions last year. Paid 
$71,000 more for local pusposes. CYC chap
ters have increased from four in 1973 to 13 in 
1977. Ordained: Donald Edmund Hurlburt 
and Stephen Mark James. 

NORTHWEST 
General Superintendent: Virgil Mitchell; 

District Superintendent: Thomas Lee; Assis
tant D.S.: E. E. Meeks; Secretary: L. B. Small
ey; Treasurer: Douglas Bacheller. Gain of 
1.6% in full members; 2.7% in Sunday morn
ing attendance; 4.6% increase in midweek 
attendance; 96. l % of USF paid. The new 
church at Eugene, Ore., became self-sup
porting in five years. New project at Spo
kane, Wash., continues to make progress. 
Property values increased 132% in six years. 
Total contributions increased 67% in five 
years; ministerial support 70% in five years; 
membership 9.5% in five years. 

NORTH MICHIGAN 
General Superintendent: Robert W. McIn

tyre; District Superintendent: Lawrence Kee
sor; Assistant D.S.: E. B. Woirol; Secretary: R. 
Bruce White: Treasurer: Franklin Howell. 
Gain of 50 in full membership; 9 new CYC 
chapters. Grant has largest numerical gain in 
Sunday school with 33. Gain of $3,350 in 
WMS receipts. District Superintendent Rob
ert Cooper resigned after one year of a two
year term because of ill health. The district 
gave him a love offering of nearly $3,000. Or
dained: Thomas Schmidt, William Britton. 

NORTH CAROLINA (Kernersville) 
General Superintendent: J. D. Abbott; Dis

trict Superintendent: R. S. Shelton; Assistant 
D.S.: J. L. Denny; Secretary: Ronald Thomp
son; Treasurer: Don Richardson. Increase of 
8.5% in local church receipts. Value of church 
properties increased 35.5%. Salaries up 9.5% 
and allowances with other benefits were 
28.5% higher. Sunday school attendance and 
enrollment were down 1.3% and 3.5% re
spectively. Paid 88.3% of USF and 89.9% of 
district budget. Sunday morning attendance 
down 1.1 % while Sunday night attendance in
creased by 23.6%. Ordained: J. Vernon Rich, 
Steve Saunders, Eugene VanHuss. 

WEST MICHIGAN 
General Superintendent: Robert W. McIn

tyre; District Superintendent: G. Vaughn 
Drummonds; Assistant D.S.: William H. Os
borne; Secretary: Mrs. Helen G. Ames: Trea
surer: Alvin C. Barker. Budget receipts up 
more than $33,000. Of 49 churches, 33 paid in 
full; average 89.3%. Gain in full membership 
3%. Largest Sunday school gain, Battle Creek 
First with 75. Largest percentage gain, Ionia 
with 43%. Ordained: Bruce Howell, David 
Henry. 

TRI-STATE 
General Superintendent: Virgil Mitchell; 

District Superintendent: C. B. Colaw; Assis
tant D.S.: Joe Phillippe; Secretary: Roger 
Rider; Treasurer: Marvin K. Moberly. An in
crease of $3,516 in USF general and $3,341 in 
USF educational contributions (88.5%), and a 
good increase in Sunday evening atten
dance. The district is fourth in the denomina
tion in CYC chapters. A new district parson
age/office complex was constructed with only 
a small indebtedness. New church buildings 
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at Bartlesville and Caruthersville were dedi
cated. Ordained: Louis Merick, Larry Mud
gett. 

WISCONSIN 
General Superintendent: Robert W. McIn

tyre; District Superintendent: Russell Buck; 
Assistant D.S.: Robert Murphy; Secretary: 
Paul Wilson; Treasurer: George Lambert. Net 
worth up $519,000 over last report. USF paid 
up 12% to 79%. Highest Sunday school gain: 
West Allis (Roger Miller) with 29.31 %. Full 
membership up 4%. Giving for all purposes 
up 25%. Seven Sunday schools gained more 
than 10% in average attendance. Ordained: 
Jon Hollmann. 

WESTERN OHIO 
General Superintendent: Robert W. McIn

tyre; District Superintendent: Walter W. Jef
fries; Assistant D.S.: Harold Monroe; Secre
tary: Stanley Booher; Treasurer: G. F. Sher
idan. USF up 2.4% to 85.9%. Full member
ship up 22. USF paid in full by 41 churches. 
Raised for World Missions, $59,394. Average 
Sunday school attendance up in 19 churches. 
Best gain, Greenville with 24; second, Mar
ion First with 22. Ordained: Lanny Candel. 

IOWA 
General Superintendent: Virgil Mitchell; 

District Superintendent: Donald D. Calhoun; 
Assistant D.S.: James Slye; Secretary: Ken
neth Dyer; Treasurer: John Carey. Slight 
gains in church membership and in USF con
tributions. Rev. Albert Fookes, who had 
served as assistant district superintendent for 
15 years, declined renomination. Dr. Paul 
Kindschi and Rev. Howard Johnson were hon
ored for 40 years of service. A new work was 
launched at Maplewood and a new parson
age purchased at Fayette. 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
General Superintendent: Robert W. McIn

tyre; District Superintendent: Roy E. Craw
ford; Assistant D.S.: M. H. Bailie; Secretary: 
A. L. Bray; Treasurer: Charles S. Paine. Full 
memb'ership up 53 or 6.6%; number regen
erated up 14%; number sanctified up 46%; 
salary paid to pastors up 8%; total for district 
and general interests up 21 %; grand total of 
expenditures up 13%. District Budget paid: 
97%; USF general and USF educational bud
get paid: 83%. 

OBITUARIES 

HERITAGE VIGNETTE 
Dr. Melvin Dieter's Tribute to His 
Mother-in-Law, Mary Belle Kirtz 

Using words from the Beatitudes, "Blessed 
are the meek," Dr. Melvin Dieter delivered a 
tribute to his mother-in-law, Mrs. Mary Belle 
(Mowry) Kirtz, at her funeral following her 
death on June 14, 1977. 

In the tribute, Dr. Dieter, a church histo
rian in his own right, told how when only 14 
years of age, Mary Belle went with her cous
ins to the camp meeting held by a Methodist 
minister, Rev. Homer Heironimous, who had 
become deeply involved in the holiness move
ment, and a song evangelist, L. L. Pickett. 
This was the first meeting held on the grounds 
that later became the site of the district camp 
meeting of the Pilgrim Holiness Church in 
Virginia. 

After she was married to Russell Ransom 
Kirtz, Mary attended the camp many times as 
a Christian mother, with her husband and 
children. There many of her children first 
gave their hearts to the Lord and became 
aware of the work of the Church in missions 
and outreach. Out of this context, five of her 
daughters became wives of ministers active in 
the Pilgrim church for many years. This ini
tial meeting on those campgrounds marked 
the beginning of much of the work of holiness 
evangelism in the Shenandoah Valley of Vir
ginia during the early part of the century. 

Dr. Dieter noted that meekness character
ized the life of "Mama Kirtz" and that one 
could not think of her without thinking of the 
Sermon on the Mount and especially the 
Beatitudes. 

She has joined that "great crowd of wit
nesses." Those left who wait are: Agnes, wife 
of Dr. Russell D. Gunsalus, former president 
of Eastern Pilgrim College (now UWC); 
Grace, wife of Rev. Byrd L. Puffenbarger, ac
tive in the Virginia District; Louise, wife of 
Rev. Albert Massey, former superintendent of 
the Virginia District; Hallie, wife of Dr. Mel
vin E. Dieter, professor at Asbury Theologi
cal Seminary; Glenna, wife of Rev. Charles E. 
Carroll, pastor at Magnolia Springs, Ala. 

The rest of her eleven children are: John, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Paul, Staunton, Va.; 
Phillip, Washington, D.C.; Katherine, wife of 
Dr. Fulton J. Gilbert, Staunton, Va.; Re
becca, wife of Thurston V. DeMasters, 
Waynesboro, Va.; and Jeanne, wife of Capt. 
Stanley S. Skorupski, U.S. Navy. 

Carroll, Mrs. Ethel E. (Wilson), June 4, 1977. 
A member of the Wesleyan church, Owosso, 

Mich., Mrs. Carroll was an ordained minister and 
served many years in the parsonage. 

Mrs. Carroll is the mother of Emerson Wilson, Port 
Dickinson, Mich., and Mrs. Loren (Augusta) Brech• 
eisen, Owosso. Both children survive her along with 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

Funeral services were held at the William R. 
Chase and Sons Funeral Home, Port Dickinson. 

Green, Chester T., 84, June 29, 1977. 
Mr. Green, of Seal Cove, Grand Manon, New 

Brunswick, went to be with the Lord very suddenly. 
He is survived by his wife, Viola (Schofield), one 
daughter, Perla; two sons, Burton and Meredith; 
nine grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. 

The funeral service was held in the Seal Cove 
Wesleyan Church with Rev. A. D. Cann, pastor, offi. 
ciating. Burial was at Spruce Grove Cemetery. 

Thomas, Herbert T. (Joe), 69, July 17, 19n. 
Brother Thomas was a member of the First Wes· 

leyan Church, Brunswick, Ga., joining on April 27, 
1952. A faithful and cheerful person, be lived a con· 
sistent Christian life and was a blessing to his family 
and church. 

Survivors include his wife, Mildred: two sons: Ed
die, Brunswick, Ga., and Rev. W. Ray Thomas, Old 
Fort, N.C.; one daughter: Mrs. Lowell (Shirley) An
sley, Brunswick, Ga.; and three grandsons. 

The funeral service was held in the First Wes
leyan Church of Brunswick with Rev. Horace E. 
Hudgins and Rev. William E. Miller officiating. 
Interment in the Palmetto Cemetery, Brunswick. 

NEEDED: Christian elementary and secondary 
teachers for the 1977-78 school year, to live by 
faith according to Phil. 4:19. All expenses paid, 
apartment furnished, small stipend. Inner city 
"ACE" school. Ph. (313) 833-3330 Glorious 
Freedom Academy, M. L. Brown, director. 4311 
Third Ave., Detroit Mich. 48201 

The Wesleyan Advocate 

























Bible Study that Works - V 

Probg R8lationships -
Th8 D8sign 

A STORY CAN BE TOLD any number of ways. How it is put to
gether is a matter of design - in the Bible, inspired design. 
The fact that a given biblical unit begins as it does, proceeds 
and ends as it does, develops the themes, poses the ques
tions and answers, presents the causes, effects, climaxes, 
contrasts, and comparisons that it does, as it does, are all a 
matter of the inspired author's choice. The discovery of that 
design (the literary structure) is the reader's task. Its study re
turns lavish dividends. 

That the biblical authors structured their writings with 
design arising out of their respective purposes is obvious in 
the gospel writers' presentations of Jesus. The four evan
gelists begin the story four different ways: Matthew with a 
genealogy and infancy narrative through Joseph's eyes, Mark 
with the ministry of John and Jesus' baptism (without refer
ence to the birth of either), Luke with the conception of John 
and Jesus and the latter's youth, and John with a prologue in
troducing Jesus as the eternal, divine Word become flesh. 
These differences are a matter of inspired choice, not literary 
chance. The more the student sees this and studies it, the 
more he thinks the writer's thoughts after him. Try the follow
ing suggestions in your Bible study and watch yourself leave 
superficial reading behind. 

1. Learn the Basic Structural Relationships. Discover
ing the design (the structure) of a biblical unit is simply see
ing how Its various parts fit together. One's skill in perceiving 
how an author has put his work together can be greatly in
creased by learning the basic relationships used by writers in 
structuring their compositions. The following concepts 
should become stock-in-trade tools for the serious Bible stu
dent, for they are standard literary tools of all authors, includ
ing those inspired by the Holy Spirit. Start by learning the 
following relationships. 

a. Cause-effect relationships. When A produces 8, they 
are in a cause-effect relationship. Thus in John 3:16 God's 
love is the cause; sending the Son is the effect. In that same 
verse belief and unbelief are contrasting causes, each hav
ing their own effects. Sometimes the effect precedes, fol
lowed by the cause as in Romans 1:16: "I am not ashamed of 
the Good News about Christ [the effect], because it is God's 
power unto salvation to every person who believes [the 
cause)." 
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b. Climax. A series of elements developing in a crescen
do of feeling, of importance, or of intensity to a final high point 
form a climax. So Hosea's work begins with the major com
parison depicting God's love in Hosea's parable marriage 
(Hosea 1-3). But then again in chapter 6 (The Dilemma of 
God's Love) and chapter 11 (The History of God's Love), the 
subject of Yahweh's love reappears moving with increasing 
urgency to the climactic, unexpected invitation of love in the 
closing chapter (Hosea 14). This book of judgment is de
signed to end in a climax of divine love. Think of it! Can you 
find the climax of the book of Jonah? 

c. Comparison. Here one item is laid beside another to 
Illustrate or Illuminate it. Often "like" or "as" are used. In 
Psalm 103:13, the Lord's pity for those who fear Him is illumi
nated by comparison to a father's attitude toward His chil
dren - that's the sort of heart God has. What important com
parison do you recall from the Lord's Prayer (Matt. 6:12)? 

d. Contrast. Here opposite items are set side by side. 
What contrasts do you see in John 3:16? In Romans 6:23? 
Jonah, chapter 4, is structured by a basic contrast through
out. Two opposing sets of attitudes are carefully put side by 
side by the author. What are they, and what do they involve? 
Pursue it; you'll be amazed. 

e. Cruciality (the pivot). A passage that takes a major 
turn, reversing a previous course, is said to be structured by 
cruciallty. II Samuel is so designed, with the turning point set 
clearly in chapter 11 (just look at 11 :27b). To that point the 
writer presents the rise of David's house; from that point 
begins its decline, and at that point the crux of the reversal -
David's sin with Bathsheba and God's attitude toward it. 

f. Generalization/particularization. When the author 
moves from a specific statement to a more general saying on 
the same subject he generalizes. Doing the reverse, moving 
from a general to a more restricted statement, is particular
ization. Matthew 5:17-48 is structured by particularization. 
Jesus' general statements itbout fulfilling the law (5:17) and 
righteousness exceeding that of the scribes and Pharisees 
(5:20) are followed by six more specific examples of how this 
fulfillment and true righteousness are to be understood (5:21-
26, 27-30, 31-32, 33-37, 38-42, and 43-48). What particular
izations follow and explain the general statement in Matthew 
6:1? Find them and relate them to 6:1. 

The Wesleyan Advocate 






















































































































































































































































































