






























































































































































































































Perfectly Love Thee 
Continued from page 11 

( 10) And should even this progres
sion be brought to a state of cessation 
with some, it is not to be inferred from 
hence, that an eternal and everlasting 
increase should therefore be impos
sible with others. Nevertheless, the 
happiest spirit will still be far inferior to 
God himself. 

( 11) Secondly, what is further to be 
considered here, is this, that sanctify
ing grace does therefore not take away 
the natural infirmities of man; yea, lt 
does not even cover them, yea but, on 
the other hand, lt sometimes mani
fests and exposes them the more. 
Such as a weakly and morbid body, 
weakly understanding, weakness of 
memory, of judgment, and of the 
mind. Therefore such an individual 
may be easily imposed upon by false 
appearances, and through a misdi
rected judgment, to think more es
teemingly or derogatively of a person 
than he really deserves - indistinct
ness, yea, confusion in expression -
give unfit advice; and through all kinds 
of such weaknesses, which God never 
beholds or imputes as willful sins, may 
render himself exceptionable and ridic
ulous before a wise world. 

Therefore, such an one should 
never refuse to receive instruction and 
good counsel of others, who do not 
possess the same degree of grace with 
him, in as much as he sees that God 
deigns to instruct him in this way. 

(12) Thus much was deemed 
necessary to be added here to prevent 
a misunderstanding of the matter, and 
to enable the reader to see this doc
trine in a clear light, and to form just 
conceptions thereof. 

(13) Whereupon this Evangelical 
Association (B) further declares: 

( 14) Let us seriously and explicitly 
admonish all believers? to strive ar-
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dently for Christian perfection. In or
der that we may teach one thing on 
this point, let us decide once for all, 
whether we shall continue, or give up 
this doctrine. We are all unanimous to 
defend and maintain it understanding 
by it now, as at all times before, noth
ing less than a total emancipation from 
every sin, in the proper sense of the 
word, by means of the love of God 
being shed abroad in our heart, influ
encing and actuating the same. 

(15) Some indeed say: "This can
not be attained, till we have passed 
through purgatory." Others say: "No, 
this is accomplished at the moment 
when body and soul are separated." 
But others say: 'We can attain this be
fore we die; one minute afteiward is 
too late." We are unanimous that we 
may be redeemed from every sin long 
before we die - that is, of all evil affec
tions and desires. Thus the main point 
remains settled. 

A MIRACLE 

An icicle drips 
a puddle in the snow 
and I marvel in 
the miracle 
of life stirring in 
a tulip bulb below. 

And, trembling, 
I ponder upon 
the dark tomb 
from whence the 
Rose of Sharon came 
to forever bloom. 

Marcia Schwartz 
Falls CUy, Nebraska 

( 16) Touching the circumstances of 
the matter, the further inquiry is: Is this 
happy change gradually wrought, or 
instantaneously? Both take place, one 
as well as the other. Shall we insist 
upon one as well as the other, in our 
preaching? We must certainly insist 
upon a gradual change, and this zeal
ously and continually. 

And have we not equally good rea
sons to insist upon an instantaneous 
change, wrought by the effusion of 
grace in an instant? May we expect 
such a blessed change, shall we not 
earnestly exhort all believers to seek it? 
And the more so, because the more 
earnestly this instantaneous work of 
grace is sought, the more it is longed 
after, the quicker and the more stead
fast will the gradual work of grace in 
the soul progress. 

The more they are concerned about 
such a change, the more punctual will 
they be in observing the divine ordi
nances: whereas on the other hand, 
the contrary is to be observed with all 
those, who are not expecting those 
things. They are blessed in hope, and 
become so through this hope and ex
pectation of a total change, by grad
ually growing in grace. Where this 
hope falls away, the work of grace is re
tarded, if it does not apparently de
crease. 

Therefore, whoever is concerned to 
promote the gradual growth in grace, 
should encourage believers in the 
hope of such an immediate influence 
of grace. 1WA 

l"The Lord's Supper," in The Discipline of The 
Wesleyan Church, 1976, p. 361. 
2Wesley himself points to this prayer to explain 
what he means, Works, Vol. X, p. 450. 
3Works, Vol. VIII, p. 299. 
4Letter to Sarah Moore, Nov. 22, 1758, Letters, 
Vol. IV, p. 46. 
5See for example his 1765 sermon, "The Scrip
ture Way of Salvation," Outler, John Wesley, pp. 
272,282. 
6Letter to Thomas Maxfield, Nov. 2, 1762, Let
ters, Vol. IV, pp. 192-194. See also Jouma/, Vol. 
IV, p. 535. 
7For more details on the origin of the statement, 
see the author's "Christian Perfection in the 
Evangehcal Disciplines," Methodist History, Vol. 
8, No. 1 (October 1979), pp. 66-71. 
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The Fork 
Continued from page 11 

very literally turned their world upside 
down for their Lord. 

I needed heroes - heroes of the 
faith - and there were plenty in our 
own tradition, if I could but find them. 
They were there, but somehow my 
fellow Christians had forgotten them, 
and I had to rediscover them - and 
their achievements. This contrasts 
sharply with the familiar notion that 
Christians have never really accom
plished much of anything, but have 
mostly stood in the way of progress. 

A related, but unfounded, indict
ment of the Church over the centuries 
is the accusation that faith promotes 
the irrational and has discouraged the 
progress of science. I was to learn, 
again much later than I should have, 
that competent scholars, by no means 
narrowly fundamentalist, have long in
sisted that science grew up in the West 
because Christians in general believed 
that the universe made sense since it 
was created by a reasonable God. 

The opposite view, magic, has been 
the prevailing conviction of the human 
family over the ages. It is a frightening 
fact that the occult has been staging a 
phenomenal revival in the last few de
cades. This tells us what a small hold 
both Christianity and science have on 
the minds of men in this present age. I 
am glad I have not been greatly influ
enced by the passing fads over the 
years - I have an Anchor. 

I am glad, as Robert Frost ex
pressed it, that I took this Path back at 
the fork of the road in my youth. It has 
been a good way. It has been spiritual
ly, emotionally, and intellectually satis
fying. With St. Paul, I can affirm that I 
am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ. It is still the hope of the world 
- the only hope. 1WA 
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IN OLD AGE 

They Will Still Bear Fruit 

E ACH season of the year 
has its beauty and its pur

pose. The verdure of spring is a harbin
ger of new life and a promise of good 
things to come. The bright colors and 
fragrance of summer flowers, along 
with the profuse growth in field and or
chard, show the mighty creative forces 
of nature at their best. The flaming 
colors of autumn tell us that the rich 
harvest is ready to be garnered. The 
sparkling diamonds of winter speak of 
rest, repose, and of preparation for the 
new life of another spring. 

The God who has made each sea
son a thing of beauty and purpose has 
with even greater concern and cost to 
himself designed that each stage of hu
man life similarly may be attractive and 
significant. 

Childhood and youth, the 
springtime of human life, is a season of 
unfolding promise. The summer of 
young adulthood is the time for re
sponsible cultivating and fruit growing. 
Middle adulthood brings the harvest
ing, the distribution and the storing of 
the crops. Later maturity is the season 
for enjoying the fruit after long labors. 
It is to bring restful assurance that an-

Annor D. Peisker is director of Best Years 
Fellowship for The Wesleyan Church. 

by Armor D. Pelsker 

other even more promising spring is 
just ahead. 

· There ls a special bonus for those 
persons who put their trust In the Lord, 
who live in His presence, who draw 
life's sustenance from Him, for those 
who, in righteousness, manifest His 
grace to others. 

Even in the winter of old age "they 
will still bear fruit . . . they will stay 
fresh and green, proclaiming, 'The 
Lord is upright'" (Ps. 92:14-lSa, NIV). 
Such a person "bears eternal summer 
in his soul." 

An evidence of this is found in The 
Divine Yes, the stimulating, challeng
ing testimony of E. Stanley Jones, writ
ten as he approached the age of 90 
and after suffering a terribly debilitat
ing, paralyzing stroke. 

Confronting his apparently helpless 
situation, Dr. Jones declared: "I can 
say to the world, 'I want everybody to 
have what I have, except this stroke.' 
The stroke so far has been a stroke to 
let the glory out. I have spent these 
months looking into the face of Jesus 
with an unobstructed gaze, and what I 
see is wonderful. It is redemptive, satis
fying, and exciting." 

In the midst of his struggle he stat
ed further, "I believe God is saying to 
me, 'I am handing you back your life 
for a demonstration period at the very 
end so that a viewer looking on may 
see if there is anything in it.'" 1WA 
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The Generosity of God 

Continued from page 11 

B. It was used in connection with 
equipping an anny for war. The 
army was to be generously 
equipped for any future battle. 
C. It was used concerning a man's 
physical strength and the bodily fit
ness of an athlete. 
St. Paul knew the history and mean

ing of the word and applied it to the 
Holy Spirit. Choregia speaks of the 
generosity of God. With a generous 
supply of the Spirit of God, therefore, 
man is equipped to play any part in the 
drama of life. 

The Old Testament supports the 
same idea. Zechariah saw a vision of a 
golden candlestick having seven lamps 
on top of seven branches, all con
nected with a central stem to the bowl 
above a golden pipe. On the right and 
left sides of the candlestick were living 
olive trees. The trees poured from 
themselves a plentiful, unfailing, and 
perpetual supply of oil into the central 
bowl of the candlestick. When the 
prophet asked the meaning of the vi
sion, the angel said, "Not by might, nor 
by power, but by my Spirit, says the 
Lord of hosts" (Zech. 4:6). 

The candlestick is a symbol of the 
church, according to the book of Reve
lation, and the inexhaustible resource 
of oil - a type of the Holy Spirit -
was the generous supply which would 
never allow the candlestick to go out. 

Samson and Gideon are Old Testa
ment examples who illustrate the 
choregia of God, that generous supply 
of the Holy Spirit for the accomplish
ing of humanly impossible tasks in 
dangerous, difficult, and discouraging 
times. 
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Because of the generosity of God, 
man has resources which are avail
able, abundant, adequate, and assur
ing. 

Little wonder St. Paul prayed, "That 
He would grant. you to be strength
ened with might through his Spirit in 
the inner man. . . . Now unto him 
who by the power at work within us is 
able to do far more abundantly than all 
we ask or think" (Eph. 3:16, 20). 

THE MEASURE OF THE GIFT 
The Scriptures abundantly and 

clearly teach the areas in which this 
truth applies. Only a few need to be 
mentioned. 

I. Access 
"Through him we have access to the 

Father by one Spirit" (Eph. 2:18). To 
use a court tenn, the Holy Spirit intro
duces the believer to God. This was 
good news to a Jew who was taught 
that access to God was virtually impos
sible. (Read Heb. 10:22.) 

II. Adoption 
He is the "Spirit of adoption" (Rom. 

8:15). In the ancient world adoption 
meant that the previous parents had to 
completely abandon all rights to the 
one adopted. It was so complete that 
the child not only changed relation
ships, but all his obligations and debts 
were canceled. 

Ill. Assurance 
"The Spirit himself testifies with our 

spirit that we are God's children" 
(Rom. 8:16, NIV). Every Christian niay 

have a threefold witness: eternal ( the 
Holy Scriptures - Rom. 8:1); internal 
(the Holy Spirit - Rom. 8:16); and ex
ternal (a holy life - Rom. 14:17). 

The eternal witness is objective; the 
internal witness is subjective; the ex
ternal witness is demonstrative. There
fore, when the outsider criticizes our 
religious experience saying, "It isn't 
new, it isn't true, it isn't you," we con
sole ourselves with this threefold 
witness. 

N. Peace 
"Peace . . . by the Holy Spirit" 

(Rom. 14:17). Peace is the deepest 
and most universal need of the human 
heart. It is the margin of power around 
our daily need, a consciousness too 
deep for earthly droughts to dry up. 

Peace is a gift, not of volitional strug
gle, but of spiritual hospitality. The Nile 
River runs through 2,000 miles of 
desert, but is peaceful because it has 
great and inexhaustible resources. 

V. Joy 
"Joy ... by the Holy Spirit" (Rom. 

14:17). Joy must be distinguished from 
pleasure. Pleasure depends upon cir
cumstances. Joy depends upon a rela
tionship. Pleasures come and go. Joy 
remains. Pleasure often satiates. Joy 
never does. Pleasure remains super
ficial; it exists by ignoring the hard and 
unanswered questions of life. Joy is 
deep; it bubbles from inner con
tentment. 

A Christian has joy because he need 
not worry. All the great questions of life 
are answered for him. E. Stanley Jones 
at age 82 said, "All my question marks 
have been turned into exclamation 
points." 

Said Albert E. Day: 
Christian joy is not the febrile, frivo
lous, feverish, thing-dependent 
creature of circumstances which 
men call happiness, the target of the 
advertiser, the bait of the exploiter, 

THE WESLEYAN ADVOCATE ·., 







































































"For I Have Learned" 

I N THE religious culture in 
which I was reared, there 

seemed to be communicated to me 
the strong assurance - and I may 
have misunderstood it - that once 
you are saved and sanctified, you've 
really got it made. You are on top. If 
you have any problems and you are in 
sin again, you'd better get back to the 
altar and start all over again. I had 
enough starts to save almost the whole 
world! 

Then one day I was reading Phil. 
4:11: "Not that I speak in respect of 
want: for I have learned, in whatsoever 
state I am, therewith to be content" 
These four words, "for I have learned," 
jumped out at me. I took those words 
and put them in spots through this 
scripture, and it was very helpful. 

Go back to Phil. 4:7: "And the 
peace of God, which passeth all under
standing, shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus." I took 
these words, "I have learned," and 
then I transposed a little bit of this. "I 
have learned that the peace of God is 
so great that I don't have to under
stand everything." I want to tell you 
when that happened, it was like climb
ing to the top of a mountain. 

Two or three weeks ago we were in 
the hospital at Enid, Oklahoma, where 
our little grandson was in intensive 
care, and one of our neighboring pas
tors had come to visit our family. They 

C. B. Colaw ls superintendent of the Tri-State 
District of The Wesleyan Church. This article Is 
excerpted from a devotional given during the 
March 1980 meeting of the General Board of 
Administration. 

JUNE 2, 1980 

by C. B. Colaw 

began discussing what a shock it was to 
them to know that there is such con
flict between personnel in a medical fa
cility and that often the person who ls 
being cared for becomes a pawn in the 
conflict. 

This girl who was taking nurse's 
training had learned that and had 
communicated it to her parents. They 
were shocked, as I guess I was. All of us 
regard the medical profession so high
ly that we just cannot believe that they 
would stoop to anything petty or per
sonal. The care of the patient always 
comes before everything else. 

Someone suggested that there are 
persons taken to the cemetery as a di
rect result of personality conflicts in a 
hospital. We stood there letting that 
soak in, and then all of a sudden this 
hit me. "I wonder if there are persons 
lost in eternity because of personality 
conflicts among clergymen." 

I reminisced. One of the young men 
from the college had come to my of
fice just a few days before. He said, 
"Brother Colaw, I'm trying to get some 
information on that branch of the 
Church." {That was the branch I 
served before we merged our Church
es.) 

He said, "I see back yonder some
where they had three presidents at the 
college in one year." He thought it was 
ancient history. I do remember it, 
though I was very young. It tore the 
Church apart. Generation after gen
eration was affected, lost. I was a teen
ager when that happened, but for all 
practical purposes my generation was 

lost to the Church. We are still feeling 
the ripples from that intjdent 

I remember as a young man coming 
from the farm and from business into 
the ministry. I had worked with an oil 
company and learned their opera
tions. I followed a man who was out to 
make a great name for himself. He had 
done all kinds of bad business. It be
came my responsibility to try to pick 
the thing up and put it together. 

But my first year to go to confer
ence after I became a pastor, I came 
the nearest to backsliding that I ever 
did since I started with the Lord at 
camp meeting. If it hadn't been for my 
dear old father, I wouldn't have made 
it. 

I saw the jockeying in conference, 
and I remember saying to my dad, "I 
don't understand this. I know how it's 
done; I saw it in business." 

I wasn't a child anymore; it was in 
later life I went into the ministry. I knew 
what they did at Standard Oil Com
pany; but when I got to camp meeting, 
I didn't expect to see that at all. I sat 
there with my soul being devastated. I 
have a little worn piece of paper which 
I keep in my desk. I was sitting next to 
my father. Knowing what I was going 
through there in the conference, he 
penned these words to me on a little 
piece of paper, "What is that to thee? 
Follow thou me." 

With those words from my dad, I got 
back on my feet; but there is only a 
small percentage of the young 
preachers who started when I did who 
are still in the ministry. It is my prayer 
that as we go through general confer
ence, no one will be injured. Those lit
tle children ( they may be 60 years old), 
people from all over our Church, there 
for the first time, will go home praising 
God, or they will go home destroyed 
by what we do. 

I have the victory over it because fve 
learned that the peace of God is so 
great that I don't have to understand. 
There are others yet who have that to 
do. They haven't reached that place 
yet. It doesn't come with just being 
saved and sanctified. It is something 
you have to learn. 

Next page, please 
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GUEST EDITORIAL 

THE VALUE 

OF AN APOLOGY 

by Mrs. E. E. Shelhamer 

WE ALL MAKE MIST AKES. But not everyone realizes the 
value of a proper apology. The father of one of our most pop
ular preachers was humiliated one time when his wife told him 
that he had punished their little Mary for something of which 
she was not guilty. Some men would have said, "Oh, that's 
nothing! Let her take that for the times she did wrong and was 
not punished." 

This man, however, was wise and conscientious. He knew 
that the child would likely remember that mistake of his all her 
life, and that it might cause her to miss heaven. Later on she 
might feel that she did not care to have the kind of religion her 
father professed. It might have that effect on all the children. 
So he thought, "I must apologize, but not privately." 

He waited until the children had gathered for family wor
ship. He read a short portion of scripture. Then, laying the Bi
ble down, he said slowly and feelingly, "Now I have a very 
humble apology to make to little Mary. You all know that I 
punished her for something she did not do. So before we pray, 
I want to say, Mary, will you forgive your father for the wrong 
he unknowingly did?" 

Mary tried to answer, but could not, for there was a big 
lump in her throat. Then he said, "Let us pray~" 

Down on their knees, all the children began to weep. 
They thought of their own sins.· They could not help weeping 
with joy and surprise ·because their father had been so sweet 
and humble. A revival began at once in that home. All the chil
dren were converted, including the one little son, whose name 
was T. DeWitt Talmadge, who later became known through
out the civilized world because of his success in winning souls 
to Christ. 
Mrs. E. E. Shelhamer, now 100 vears old, ls an euangellst and writer. 
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Ir WAS TAKING my family 
~ out to eat I started the car 

and fished In my pocket for the house 
key. Just at that moment my wife shut 
the door leading from the family room 
into the garage behind her. 

"Do you have the key?" I asked. 
"No, I thought you had It," she re

sponded. 
"Oh, no! We're locked out!" This 

was the beginning of a few frustrating 
moments. "How will we get back into 
the house?'' we thought. 

We took off several screens to see if 
perhaps we had left a window un
latched. My daughter climbed up on 
the garage roof to see if she could get 
into her room. All windows were se
cure. 

Anally, I noticed the hinges pro
truding from the edge of the family 
room door. I took a hammer and 
screwdriver and tried to knock the 
bolts out of the hinges. After a few frus
trating tries the door released. 

In a few minutes we had the key, put 
the door back on, and were on our 
way. We could joke about It as we ate 
our supper, but for the time it was a 
frustrating experience. 

Frustration! What ls It? Why do I re
act so strongly to It? How should I han
dle it as a Christian? Is frustration a 
sin? Or can It lead to sin? Can it be 
overcome? 

Frustration is a nonnal experience 
that we often face in our everyday bfe. 
According to Webster, to frustrate is 
Lester Johnson is a free-lance writer living In 
Hamilton, Montana. 
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by Lester Johnson 

"to prevent from attaining a purpose, 
or to bring to nothing; to nullify." In our 
daily lives, we often associate frustra
tion with emotion, or probably even 
think of it as an emotion. The obsolete 
meaning of the word emotion Is de
scribed as an agitation, or a distur
bance. 

Frustration can be a small, Isolated 
incident in our daily living, or It may be 
a general feeling or attitude that under
lies our whole life. Momentary frustra
tion causes only momentary Irritation. 
Underlying frustration may lead to a 
feeling of futlhty or even hopelessness. 

Frustration has been referred to as 
inverted anger. In my own experience, 
I find that built-up frustration can lead 
to anger. No doubt this ls due to a sup
pression of anger in its early stages; 
and like a steaming teakettle, It blows 
its top. 

Wt hy do we become frus. 
~ ~ trated? There are several 

reasons. Arst, it is an inevitable part of 
our material life. We do not live in a 
perfect world. Nor are we perfect. 
Things cannot and do not always go 
our own way. When something blocks 
our way or thwarts our plan, we be· 
come frustrated. It is like coming up 
against a brick wall. 

Circumstances frustrate us. We tend 
to qe more comfortable when we feel 
that we have a certain control over our 
lives. Yet In reality most circumstances 
are beyond our control. The reason 
that we have any sense of well-being at 

all is that unconsciously we have 
accepted these common circum
stances. For instance, we have accept
ed the law of gravity, and we have 
learned how to live with it 

If we had been born on the moon 
and could have lived a "nonnal" moon 
life, and then came to earth and sud· 
denly had to cope with the stronger 
pull of gravity here on earth, we would 
be terribly frustrated. When the astro
nauts walked on the moon for the first 
time, the effect must have been ex
hilarating, since the pull of gravity, 
much less than that of the earth, al
lowed them to leap into the air like 
frogs or grasshoppers. 

However, with "moonlings" walking 
on earth, the situation would be re
versed. The astronauts' feet would feel 
like lead weights, and the effect would 
be frustrating, to say the least. 

Another reason for frustration may 
be the result of being a hostile target. 
Someone dislikes you and you feel the 
resentment Someone criticizes you 
and you become defensive. A sharp re
tort can change a calm, serene situa
tion into a restless one. 

Fatigue may be another reason for 
frustration. We cannot perfonn as we 
should, or think we should. The mind 
tends to become more easily irritated 
and frustrated when it ls tired. A health 
problem may even contribute to the 
situation. 

Frustration is not a sin, but the way 
we react to it may be. Frustration often 
leads to anger, and anger is a sin if It ls 
uncontrolled. Anger is one of the 
works of the flesh. It is grieving to the 
Holy Spirit within us. "Let all bitter
ness, and malice, and anger, and clam
or, and evil speaking, be put away from 
you, with all malice" (Eph. 4:31). 

l s human beings, it seems 
~ .:.. inevitable that we are go

ing to experience frustration of one 
kind or another. As Christians, frustra
tion can either inhibit our effectiveness 
for the Lord, or it can work together for 
good in conforming us to the Image of 
Christ. Like temptation, it need not de
stroy us. 
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THE ESCAPE 
Continued from page 9 

family had escaped from Vletnam. He 
had resigned himself to never seeing 
them again. Dr. Jackson began work
ing with Catholic Charities to get the 
family to the States. The Evangelical 
Mennonite Church In Upland, Indi
ana, agreed to sponsor the family and 
began preparing for their arrival. 

On May 13, 1978, the Nguyen fam
ily arrived at the Indianapolis airport 
and were taken to Upland. The Chris
tians welcomed them with love as well 
as with physical provisions. It was dur
ing these months that Mrs. Nguyen be-

A Trust 

from God 

by A. B. Simpson 
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came convinced of the reality of Chris
tianity, and she, too, gave her heart to 
the Lord, along with three sons and 
one daughter. Now all the family are 
Christians. Only the youngest son has 
not yet been baptized. 

Back In Vletnam the Communists 
were furious to learn of the escape. Mr. 
Nguyen's mother and sister were not 
permitted to buy rice for two years. 
This meant paying high prices for 
black-market rice. The family here tries 
to send money to help them all they 
can. 

NOT VERY long ago I knew a very 
dear friend who had a fortune of at 
least one or two hundred thousand 
dollars, and he knew that he was ap
proaching the eternal world. 

He was an honest Christian and had 
been my personal friend for 30 years. 
We had often talked together of the 
work of God, and he knew how much I 
was interested in this great subject. 

A few weeks before the end of his 
life we had a long and most earnest 
talk, in which I told him how far a little 
money would go in evangelizing the 
world. I pointed out how easy it would 
be for him to look down from heaven, 
when his life and work were ended, 
and see his work carried on by a sub
stitute, or by two or three substitutes, 
whom he could sustain for a few hun
dred dollars. They would speak for him 
and represent him among lost men. 
And, as the years went by, it would be 
his exceeding joy to welcome to the 
heavenly home the souls that came 
from this precious sowing. 

He assented to it all, and it evident
ly moved his heart. 

I knew he was planning for the dis
position of his property. I did not feel 
that it was my business to advise him 
about it, as I never do. But God led me 

Three of the Nguyen children are in 
college while the younger ones attend 
high school and grade schoot When 
My Llnh and My Van, students at Mar
ion College, were asked If they wanted 
to return to Vietnam sometime, they 
said, 'We would right now if the situa
tion changes. After all, Saigon is our 
home." 

Mr. Nguyen, after his grueling expe
rience, is convinced that the United 
States is truly a "nation under God." 
He has great appreciation for the 
many Christians he has met, both In 
the Upland community and else
where. "They have made me feel a 
part of the family of God." 1WA 

to lay before him the objects which 
consecrated money could obtain. I 
mentioned the joy it would bring to 
him even in the eternal world, as well 
as the glory that would redound to 
Christ and the blessing that would 
come to suffering men. 

A few weeks aftetward I learned of 
his death and the actual disposition of 
his property. I found, with shame and 
astonishment, that that good man had 
left the world and gone into his Mas
ter's presence without having left a sin
gle cent to any religious or charitable 
object 

He had allowed that opportunity to 
perish by abandoning his sacred trust 
without an effort to redeem it He had 
given all his means into the hands of 
his family without a condition, and with 
a certainty that it all would be simply 
consumed upon their own gratifica
tion. 

Oh, what a sight it must be for a soul 
the moment after death to see in the 
light of heaven what the ruin of myr
iads of souls means, and to under
stand what might have been done by 
even a very little sacrifice and thought
fulness! - from The Alliance Witness, Feb
ruary 6, 1980, reprinted from The Christian Alli
ance and Missionary Weekly, October 21, 1892. 
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of truth. When truth falls in the street, let's rush to 
the rescue, unfurl its banners again, and unashamedly 
embrace it. 

Truth will sa'!e the church, the Christian, and the 

home. If enough will rally to truth, we could also make 
our streets safe again, our youth and aged would be 
protected, and our children would learn the beauty of 
goodness. 

Monopoly on Minerals 

by George E. Failing IN THE MARCH 17, 1980 issue of FORBES, Columnist 
John Train reflects how the KGB is mastenninding the So
viet campaign in southern Africa. 

What is the Soviet plan? Take over the countries sur
rounding South Africa. Sponsor guerrilla operations into 
South Africa. Provoke a civil war in South Africa, then pour 
in military support to the cause of the guerrillas. 

Why the concern about South Africa? By what is called 
a "geological freak," South Africa and Russia together con
trol virtually all the particular minerals that are indispensable 
in modem industry. Chrome is necessary in making stain· 
less steel; vanadium is a key alloy in special steels; manga
nese is used for battery electrodes; platinum does not oxi
date in air and is indispensable for catalytic converters and in 
glass manufacture. 

If Russia controls the Persian Gulf and dominates the 
"foreign affairs" of the Arab oil-producing states . . .! And if 
Russia, in addition, blackmails NATO into Impotency and 
controls the minerals of South Africa, the world would be un
der the dominion of one nation who controls the flow of Per
sian Gulf oil and the mineral exports from South Africa. 
Then the industrial world of the 20th century will slip into an
other Dark Ages. 

Here's the chart of world mineral reserves: 

Jesus chided the religious leaders of His day: "You can 
discern the face of the sky; but can you not discern the signs 
of the times?° (Matt. 16:3). Paul said, "You know perfectly 
that the day of the Lord cometh as a thief in the night . . . 
But you are not in darkness, that that day should overtake 
you as a sleep" (I Thess. 2:4). 

Chrome - USSR, 13% + South Africa, 86% = 99% 
Vanadium - USSR, 33% + South Africa, 64% = 97% 
Manganese - USSR, 45% + South Africa, 48% = 93% 
Platinum - USSR, 1 % + South Africa, 83% = 84%. 

Indeed, "the night comes when no man can work." 

• in The Wall Street Journal, April 
21, 1980, that "to introduce a new drug 
in the United States and meet all the 
Food and Drug Administration re
quirements now takes on the average 
about ten years and costs anywhere 
from $50 million to $60 million. Condi
tions for developing and testing new 
drugs here are so unpropitious that an 
increasing amount of pharmaceutical re
search is being transferred abroad." 

t in U.S. News & World Report June 
2, 1980, that of the ten billion dollars in 
oil funds lodged in Japan's money and 
securities markets, about 90% is from 
Arab investors. Saudi Arabia is the big
gest bond holder. This oil money is wel
come in Tokyo. since it "helps knit ties to 
steady sources of fuel." 

t in a newsletter from Baxter (a 
world economic service). that "accord
ing to our latest studies. less than 35% 
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Christians should prepare to survive as best they can through 
the coming days of travail, keep their lamps burning brightly, 
and look expectantly for the Lord's return. 

of all commercial bank deposits are in 
highly liquid form - compared with 
58% in 1933 - and 54% in 1960. 

"By liquid form, we mean funds that 
are held in cash, U.S. Treasury securi
ties, or near-cash items that can be read
ily converted to pay off depositors' 
claims. 

"The capital position of the banking 
industry has dwindled drastically in re
cent years. One dollar of capital sup
ported $6.88 of loans in 1960. Now, 
$1.00 of capital is supporting $11.60 in 
loans and other risk assets. 

"FDIC insurance coverage amounts to 
less than 1 % of the more than $800 bil
lion deposited in insured banks today." 

t in a news release from Interna
tional Marketing Group, Inc., that "in its 
133-year existence, the Republic of Li
beria has never experienced a coup 
d'etat. However, the country's record of 
peaceful stability and constitutional con
tinuity was shattered by the brutal 

assassination of Liberian President Wil
liam R. Tolbert. Jr.. 66, on April 12. 
1980. 

"With the death of President Tolbert, 
the entire evangelical community lost an 
ally in Africa. Not only did he preach 
regularly in a local Baptist church, but he 
also declared that all students through
out Liberia be required to study the Bible 
each day in their classroom. This was the 
first West African country to make such 
a requirement." 

t in The Reader's Digest June 1980. 
an informative article titled "The Energy 
Crisis: There Is an Easy Answer" which 
explains how the U.S. can save an 
amount of energy equivalent to that pro
duced by imported oil by plugging the 
leaks in our energy machine. The author 
gives suggestions for doing this in 
homes, industry, transportation. 

In the same issue. an article "The 
Troubling Truth About Teenagers and 
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. the annies of the West are unwilling to 
take the field, the night cometh. Better 
to have it out with the sharks than to be 
eaten by the turtles. 

The Western nations are leaderless 
and confused. There ls no doubt that 
the great poverty of our present time is 
a resounding deficit at the leadership 
level. Western nations simply do not 
know where they are going, have no 
sense of purpose, of destiny, or na
tional meaning. Therefore, the old 
Western alliance ls practically nonexis
tent, and the nations themselves are di
vided into a thousand self-serving fac
tions all contributing to national anar
chy and all making their related con
tribution to the suicide of the West. 

The Next Dictator 
The global economic system ls 

breaking down. Most people, hearing 
that the price of gold ls doubling and 
redoubling, view this as just another 
economic statistic. Nothing could be 
further from the truth! The real index 
of inflation is not the prime rate; it is 
the price of gold. 

The price of gold is actually a vote of 
no confidence in the leadership, the 
currencies, the productivity, the econ
omies, the moral structure of Western 
nations. Indeed, one of these Monday 
mornings we could wake up to the an
nouncement that the American cur
rency has been renounced on a ten-to
one, fifty-to-one, hundred-to-one ba
sis. It happened before in the Weimar 
Republic. bringing Hitler to power. 
When it happens this time, the next 
dictator is the Antichrist. 

New religious complexes are de
veloping. The Moslem world is on. the 
move, with jihad, holy war in rrund. 
Backed by near-infinite amounts of 
money gained from raising the price of 
oil to such absurd amounts, Islam in
tends to send a new wave of articulate, 
well-financed, missionary organizers 
across the world. 
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The activity of Khomeini ls an illus
tration of the inevitable intermingling 
of this aggressive religious and politi
cal point of view which will become in
creasingly noticeable in all areas of the 
world as we move to the end of time. 

Of even greater importance, per
haps, the Vatican has come to the 
place of astonishing world influence. 
Pope John Paul II has now visited Tur
key in the hopes of tying together the 
Eastern Orthodox Church in a new alli
ance with Roman Catholicism. The re
markable combination of political and 
religious power, which ls the case with 
Catholicism more than any other reli
gion of the world, ls worth noting. 

So notable is this that even Malachi 
Martin, author of The Final Conclave, 
has suggested that the Roman Cath
olic Church - his church - could be
gin now to produce out of its complex 
and Byzantine structure that individ
ual who is the Antichrist. At least we 
can look for the nations of the world, 
terror-sbicken at the prospect of war, 
to call upon Rome to take the lead in 
the organizing of a global peace con
ference. 

To this, the divergent political and 
religious entities of the world will be in
vited to attend and cooperate. Noth
ing, they will argue, is worth the threat 
of nuclear holocaust, so let us all get 
together. Look for new alliances of a 
religious and political nature soon to 
be developed. 

The remarkable series of events of 
our time is bringing all of these and 
many other results to pass. So true is 
this that more people than ever are 
seeking for someone to deliver a 
moral spiritual, biblical answer as a 
com~entaiy on the tide of our times. 
Eveiyone, whether he knows it or not, 
is seeking for a higher authority, a firm
er voice than can come from human 
philosophers. The world is able to find 
few assurances of human hope from 
its own plans and publications. 

We Christians, however, have no 
such limitation. Happily, we have a 

source of authority that is the infallible, 
utterly reliable Word of the living God . 
God has told us of the kind of a world 
which we shall know as we move to
ward the end of time. We therefore are 
not overcome with anxiety; we sorrow 
not, even as others who have no hope. 

The Christian's Glorious Hope 
Christ is coming again. The scrip

cure says that the Lord himself shall de
scend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, with the 
trump of God. It teaches us that time 
will one day be put upon by eternity, 
the days of our lives will be interrupted 
by the joyous Intrusion of heaven. 

In fact, the Bible teaches the won
derful message that Jesus Christ is 
coming in a special fashion for His 
church. It says that the dead in Christ 
shall rise first and we who are alive and 
remain unto the coming of the Lord 
shall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air, and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord. The prospects for our world are 
grim indeed, for ahead ls the great 
tribulation. 

The True King of All Kings 
Christ will judge the world No 

Christian believes that histoiy will drift 
on aimlessly, the world being subject 
forever to the dark night of anarchy, 
atheism, and the like. Far from it! We 
know rather that Jesus Christ is going 
to return with His saints to establish His 
kingdom in this world. He will reign in 
right~ousness, and all power and au
thority will be put under His feet. 

The nations of the world are indeed 
rebelling against God, but this is no 
surprise to Him. Long ago, the Lord 
said, "Why do the heathen rage, and 
the people imagine a vain thing? The 
kings of the earth set themselves, and 
the rulers take counsel together 
against the Lord, and against his 
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THE FUTURE 

Continued from page 7 

anointed, saying, Let us break their 
bands asunder, and cast away their 
cords from us. He that sitteth in the 
heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall 
have them in derision" (Ps. 2:1-4). In 
this psalm, God has made a promise. 
"Yet have I set my king upon my holy 
hill of Zion" (v. 6). 

Every ruler and political leader in 
the world is therefore well advised to 
heed the advice of scripture which 
says, "Be wise now therefore, 0 ye 
kings: be instructed, ye judges of the 
earth. Serve the l:...ord with fear, and re
joice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest 
he be angry, and ye perish from the 
way, when his wrath is kindled but a lit
tle. Blessed are all they that put their 
trust in him" (w. 10-12). 

We Christians are therefore confi
dent that, even though the world 
passes away, he that does the will of 
God abides forever. In this world we 
have no permanent dwelling place, but 
our real home is in heaven's glory. Let 
us not therefore be afraid but rather 
anticipate that about the worst that the 
world can bring the Bible says, "Our 
light affliction, which is but for a mo
ment, works for us a far more exceed
ing and eternal weight of glory" (II Cor. 
4:17). 

Man's day is beginning to draw to a 
close. In these hours immediately to 
come we are sure to see man's best 
and man's worst and to know that 
every human machination is a study in 
futility. Man's day with all of its boasts 
of success and prosperity is soon to 
fail, supplanted forever by the day of 
the Lord. We must remind ourselves 
that, even in this time, the kingdom of 
God rules over all, eternal, changeless, 
unassailable by the weapons of the 
greatest dictators of earth. 

This is the Christian's hope - the 
hope of eternal life which God, who 
cannot lie, promised before the world 
began. 

Reprinted from Destiny Bulletin, Winter 1980. 
Single copies of this message may be obtained 
by writing to Christian Destiny, Inc., P.O. Box 
100, Wheaton, Illinois 60187. 
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CHRISTIAN LOVE? 

C HRISTIAN love is a 
unique quality, a combi

nation of spiritual and human - spir· 
itual in origin and human in the imple
mentation. Its evidence is in spiritually 
empowered actions. 

I believe that Christian love is a re
sponse to human needs and can only 
be effective when the needs of its ob
ject have been discovered. (I use the 
word discovered because sometimes 
the needs of others are not outwardly 
apparent and must be sought out.) 

How can we know the real needs of 
another person? Arst of all, by want
ing to know them; secondly, by asking 
God to reveal to us these needs; and, 
thirdly, by seeking for them until they 
are found. These steps must all be car
ried out gently, patiently, and de
terminedly. 

When the needs have been re
vealed, we must again go to God and 
ask Him how we can be used to re
spond to the person's needs. Some
times it will be only minimally; but 
often, if we are willing, it will be greatly. 
Then we must not be afraid to act on 
what God tells us to do. 

Christian love may demand that we 
rebuke another's sinful behavior but 
always with an appreciation for that 
one as a person. Love may demand 
that we suffer quietly with another, 
offering no words of reprisal; it may re
quire us to rejoice in another's victory 
which perhaps to us seems shallow or 
unimportant. We may be asked to cen
sure someone's gossip or backbiting 
but with an eye to the restoration of 
this precious one to Christ. We may 
have to bear another's displeasure or 

Judy DePea/ is a member of the East Toledo 
Wesleyan Church, Toledo, Ohio. 

by Judy DePeal 

anger to fulfill the demands of Chris
tian love, but God gives the grace. 

Christian love will make an earnest 
commitment to one who is unable to 
make it alone for a given time and to 
be this person's strength, finally hoping 
to lead him to God. I work very closely 
with patients in a mental hospital. 
Among the depressed and suicidal pa
tients with whom I work, I sometimes 
find that I must apply Christian love to 
the extent of being their very will to live. 
I must actively join them in the fight to 
live when they cannot go on. This de
mands a great deal of physical and 
mental strain on my own body as well 
as theirs, but I must do it or I do not 
really love them. 

We must know the person before 
we can truly love him. As a Christian 
we should want to know him - not 
just where he works, or if he works, not 
his political persuasion, or place of resi
dence - but what is hard for him, 
where he is weakest, where he is 
strongest, what his trials are, and his 
temptations. We must know this in 
order to know where we can be of help 
and in what way. 

Christian love must be more than a 
pat on the back and a cheery "How are 
you?" It is easy to equate Christian 
love with friendliness, but this is but a 
small part of it. Christian love may de
mand apparent unfriendliness and, at 
times, separation from another (Titus 
3:10; II Thess. 3:11-15; I Tim. 6:3-5). 

I believe God, who is love, knows 
what He is talking about. Just as God 
has made each of us a wonderfully 
unique individual, so has He made our 
love needs unique and individual. Only 
God knows the kind of love each per
son needs. He alone can reveal to us 
what it is as He leads us to those whom 
He can use us to reach for Him. lWA 
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t in Forbes, April 14, 1980, some ob
servations from a teacher in a well-to-do 
suburban New York community who has 
decided to quit because "it's no longer 
gratifying." The 52-year-old teacher. 
who has 24 years of experience, says 
"60% of her pupils come from broken 
homes, the mothers work, the children 
are rambunctious, the parents tired and 
nasty." She says, "It's the deterioration 
of the family structure. Divorce is ram
pant, and. even in the most amicable 
cases, hard for a nine-year-old to han
dle. Emotional upheaval is manifested by 
temper tantrums, tears, and withdrawal 
in the classroom." 

Commenting on the teacher's role, 
she says, "Everyone treats us as subser
vient. In the hierarchy of education the 
classroom teacher is lowest on the 
totem pole. Yet we are held account
able for everything that goes wrong." 

t in The Wall Street Journal, Sep
tember 19. 1979. that the Treasury re
cently wrote this definition of a "tax": "A 
'tax· is the compulsory payment for 
which no specific benefit is received in 
return." 
Most of us never thought they would admit 
it! - Editor 

t in Information for the Press from 
The Conference Board. May 12. 1980. 
that "a family of four must earn a pretax 
income just above $20.000 today to 
equal the purchasing power of $10.000 
in 1970 .... 

"The main culprit in this erosion of 
purchasing power is inflation: the con
sumer price level has risen by more than 
90% since 1970. However. increased 
Social Security taxes have taken their 
toll, and for higher-income families there 
has also been a substantial rise in the 
effective rate of income tax. 

"In 1970 a $10,000-a-year family 
had $8,640 to spend after Federal in
come and Social Security taxes. In 
1980. the same family will need a gross 
income of $20.187 to match its 1970 
spending power. Taxes siphon off 
$3,408 of this year's income. while an 
additional $8,139 is needed to cover the 
rise in prices over the last ten years." 

14 (274) 

LOVE THY (NEAREST) 
NEIGHBOR 

D O YOU have a midweek 
Bible study at your 

church?" asked the friendly mailman. 
"Yes," replied one of our church 

members, somewhat startled. "Every 
Wednesday at seven o'clock. But how 
did you know we go to church?" 

"I could tell by your mail. People 
who receive mail like yours are usually 
Christians," he replied, handing her 
the daily mail that included several reli
gious publications. 

As my friend related the Incident to 
me later, she commented, "I never 
realized that even our mail is a wit
ness!" 

In today's sinful world, the stark con
trast of a Christian's life should be no
ticeable, even in little things. Our wit
ness at work, at school, and at church 
can be influential. We know Christ's 
admonition to "Love thy neighbor as 
thyself' (Matt. 22:39) refeIS to all peo
ple. But let's examine our witness In 
our own neighborhood, where people 
often know us best and sometimes find 
us at our worst. Our neighbors may not 
know at first whether we are Chris
tians or not, but they will soon dis
cover if our life-styles differ from theirs. 

Here are some simple suggestions 
for consciously witnessing to our 
neighbors: 

Phyllis Glrdwood, formerly a Christian educa
tion director, is the wife of a minister In Effing
ham, Illinois. 

by Phyllis Glrdwood 

Christians should be the friendliest 
folks on the block. 

When you're moving into a new 
community, take the Initiative to get ac
quainted with everyone. And If you 
have a new neighbor, stop by with 
some cookies and lemonade (or hot 
cocoa) on moving day to Introduce 
youISelf. 

Make a point to wave to everyone, 
especially the kids, if you don't have 
time to stop and talk. My husband has 
made lifelong friends with the kids on 
our block by simply taking a few min
utes to toss balls with them and by rac
ing their sidewalk vehicles alongside 
his car down the block. 

As Christians we have joy and peace 
to share. When contacts go beyond 
casual greetings to "over-the-fence" 
conversations, our relationship with 
Christ should penneate our words and 
whet our neighbors' appetites. How 
does Christ help us cope with prob
lems and frustrations? Is our attitude 
different? Can they admire the way we 
handle life? ( Or the way Christ helps us 
handle it?) If the answer is no, then we 
have some spiritual growing up to do. 

Be ready to help in times of crisis. 
Snowstorms, power failures, floods, 

and other crises have frequently drawn 
communities together. Look for ways 
to help your neighbors at these special 
times. One young man on our block 
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From the Districts 
CAPITAL 

General Superintendent: Melvin H. Sny
der: District Superintendent: J. W. Kraus: 
Assistant D.S.: William H. Thompson: Sec
retary: William V. Gilkerson: Treasurer: John 
Mills. Gain in membership of 5.3%: in Sun
day morning attendance. 7%: in income. 16% 
gain: in Sunday school attendance. 8% gain. 
The district reached established district 
status. Spanish-speaking church organized 
and received into the district. Ordained: 
Darryl McClain. 

OBITUARIES 

Evatt. Rev. John D., 68. June 9. 1980. 
A pastor for approximately 33 years in the 

South Carolina District. Mr. Evatt served as super
intendent of the cafeteria at the Greer Camp for 
eight years. He also served on various boards and 

committees in the district. He had accepted a 
unanimous call to serve the Seneca Wesleyan 
Church for the 1980-81 conference year at the 
time of his death. 

Surviving are his wife Jessie (Brown): two sons. 
Jerry and James: three daughters: Mrs. Joyce Mc
Kinney. Mrs. Ann Watt. and Mrs. Sylvia Massey: 
16 grandchildren: and four great-grandchildren. 

The funeral service was conducted at the Sen
eca Wesleyan Church by District Superintendent 
W. D. James. assisted by Rev. Earl Alexander. Rev. 
C. T. Bryant. and Rev. James Hughes. Interment 
was in Greenlawn Memorial Gardens. Easley. S.C. 

Hamilton. Mrs. Clarence (Grace), 88. May 19. 
1980. 

Rev. and Mrs. Clarence Hamilton pastored 
churches in the Indiana District of the Pilgrim Holi
ness Church for many years. Mr. Hamilton pre
ceded her in death. 

The funeral service was conducted at the Bible 
Holiness Church in Shelbyville with Rev. Paul Eger. 
Rev. Cecil Brown. and Indiana South District 
Superintendent C. M. Swayzee officiating. 

evangelists' slates 
CiENERAL EV ANCiEUSTS 

Adcock, J. Wesley, Club View, Moultrie, Ca. 31768. 
Archer, J. L, P.O. Box 2015, Zanesville, Ohio 43701. 
Barbee, L W., 1000 Melody Lane, Spartanburg, 5.C. 

29303. 
• Barefoot, Howird and Dorothy, 730 N. Meridian St., Leb

anon, Ind. 46052. 
Bateman, Ci. R., 225 S. Washington St., Chesterfield, 

Ind. 46017. 
• Bimbrook, Leroy and Norma, Rt. 3, 53 Green Acres, 

P.O. Box 340, Ulysses, Kans. 67880. 
• Brown, Joseph and Kathryn, 607 W. Armstrong St., Frank

fort, Ind. 46041. 
Calhoon, Arthur, 2009 Wilson Dr., Brooksville, Fla. 

33512. 
Carr, Cieorse W., 4638 Celadon Ave., Fairfield, Ohio 

45014. 
• Carver, Mervyn, P.O. Box 65, Summerdale, Ala. 36580. 

Childs, Mn, Marian A,, 4849 N. Peck Rd., Sp. 111, 
El Monte, Calif. 91732. 

Chrlspell, James, 10774 26th Ave., Grand Rapids, Mich. 
49504. 

• Close, Vera, 1823 N. Nevada Ave., Colorado Springs, 
Colo. 80907. 

• Coffey, Mr, and Mrs. John and family, R. 1, Box 248, Reed 
City, Mich. 49677. 

Crouse, Joseph, 306 Maxey St., WIimore, Ky. 40390. 
Deal, Willlam S. and wife, 11326 Ranchlto St., El 

Monte, Calif. 91732. Open dates Oct. 12-31. 
Deeter, Roy E,, R. 2, Box 60, Coolville, Ohio 45723. 
Dupln, Clyde, 1241 Woodbrook Dr., Kernersville, N. C. 

27284. Battle Creek, Mich. Aug. 24-31. 
Dupln, C. Wesley, Box 978, Kernersville, N.C. 27284. 
Durham, B, f,, 713 Short St., Winchester, Ind. 47394. 
Elllotl, Paul F., 548 faith Ave., Wesleyan Village, Brooks-

ville, Fla. 33512. 
Farlow, Kermit, R. 1, Box 505, Sophia, N. C. 27350. 

Frankfort, Ind. (Camp) Aug. 1-10; Sunbury, Pa. (Camp) 
Aug. 15-24. 

Fetterolf, Leroy, Box 130, R.D. 5, Zion Rd., Bellefonte, Pa. 
16823. Kittanning, Pa. (Camp) Aug. 7-17; Kentucky Mt. 
Holiness Camp Aug. 18-24. 

Funderburk, Jack, 105 freedom Dr., Clemson, S.C. 29631. 
Cioodman, M. L, 821 S. Washington St., Owosso, Mich. 

48867. 
Cioss, Donald L, 1502 Melrose, Coeur d'Alene, Idaho 

83814. . 
Hackman, Edward, 185 E. Walnut St., Westerville, Ohio 

43081. 
• Harrington, Mr. and Mn. Philip, Box 2000, Dept. E, Mar

ion, Ind. 46952. 
Harrison, H. H., 6 Greenwood Way, Barboursville, W. Va. 

25504. 
Heckart, Dr, and Mn, Robert H,, 2022 N. Condor, Colo

rado Springs, Colo. 80909, 

18 (278) 

Henry, Lester L, 10S8 N. Prairie St., Frankfort, Ind. 
46041. 

Hicks, Raymond R., P.O. Box 961, Tucker, Ca. 30084. 
HUI, J. Paul, P. 0. Box 123, Pendleton, S. C. 29670. 
Hill, John W., 2301 E. Main St., Chattanooga, Tenn. 37404. 
Hotle, E. Ray, Box 68, Hartsville, Ind. 47244. Open 

dates in Aug. Brazil, Ind. Uackson St.) Aug. 29-Sept. 7. 
Howard, Donald, 2207 Wilmer St., Zanesville, Ohio 

43701. Mooers, N.Y. (Camp) July 30-Aug. 10. 
Howell, Mr. and Mn. Wanen, 707 N. Chestnut, Mon

terey, Tenn. 38574. 
Husselton, Parker, Box 79, Wesleyan VIiiage, 

Brooksville, Fla. 33512. Monroe, Mich. (Camp) Aug. 21-
31. 

lsgrlss, Paul, 1003 Ray St., Crawfordsville, Ind. 47933. 
Johnson, Jimmy F., P. 0. Box 338, Lemon Grove, Calif. 

92045. Sacramento, Calif. (F.M. Youth Camp) Aug. 3-9. 
Joppie, Alton S., 421 Division St., Ionia, Mich. 48846. 
Kistler, Boyd C., Rt. 1, Box 520-A, Sophia, N.C. 27350. 

• Knapp, Kenneth and LUllan, 4523 S. Harmon St., Marlon, 
Ind. 46952. Central, S.C. (Camp) Aug. 1-10; Lake Ann, 
Mich. (Camp) Aug. 22-31. 

Koteskey, J. H., Box 2115, Boyne City Rd., Boyne City, 
Mich. 49712. 

Lacy, D. W., 609 S. Columbia St., Frankfort, Ind. 
46041. Culloden, W.Va. (Camp) Aug. 7-17. 

• laurences, The Lyrical (Ciary and Donna), Box 64, Terry, 
Mont. 59349. 

Leadingham, E. E., 999 Skylark Dr., Troy, Ohio 45373. 
Lelear, Mr. and Mn. Henry, Marlon College, Box S81, 

Marion, Ind. 46952. Belleville, Pa. (Br. In Christ) Aug. 
13-24; Winfield, Pa. (Br, in Christ) Aug. 27-Sept. 7. 

• Loman, J. Harold, Box 1, Salisbury, N. C. 28144. 
Americus, Ca. Aug. 11-15; Portage, Ohio (Camp) Aug. 
21-31. 

Mahoney, Monty L, Box 442, 903 Vincennes Ave., Peters
burg, Ind. 47567. Bedford, Ky. (Camp) Aug. 1-10; Wash
ington Court House, Ohio (Camp) Aug. 11-17. 

• Manning, C. M., P.O. Box N, Maysville, Ky. 41056. 
Middleburg, Pa. (Indoor Camp) Aug. 17-24. 

McKee, Walter E., 10 Herbel Dr., Marlon, Ind. 46952. 
Miller, Dewey O., 3916 Irvington Dr., Charlotte, N. C. 

28205. 
Mitchell, J. R., % Rev. P. W. Mitchell, The Wesleyan 

Church, Easton and Mill Rds., WIiiow Grove, Pa. 17040. 
Fairmount, Ind. (Camp) Aug. 8-17. 

• Moutoux, Mr, and Mn. W. E., P.O. Box 8102, Kitchener, 
Ont., Can. N2K2B6. 

• Neal, Donald and Marilyn, R. 5, Box 193, Columbus, Ind. 
47201. 

• Newman, Terry and Mary Jane, R. 3, Carden City Rd., 
Marietta, Ohio 45750. 

Nibarger, R, E., 1609 Bundy Ave., New Castle, Ind. 47362. 
Page, w. F., 812 Craves St., Kernersville, N.C. 27284. 
Phllflppe, Thomas E., Box 2000, Marlon, Ind. 46952. 
Philllppe, Jr., W. M,, 2831 ferncliff Rd., Charlotte, 

N.C. 28211. 
Poe, E. A., 2312 Tupelo Dr., Jeffersonville, Ind. 47130. 

Preusz, T. J., 6770 S. Meridian St., Marlon, Ind. 
46952. 

• Roach, Mr, and Mn. Charles, P. 0. Box 506, Frankton, 
Ind. 46044. Holton, Ind. Aug. 27-Sept. 7. 

• Schaltenbrand, Walter and Ruth, 1005 Detweiler Ave., 
Hellertown, Pa. 18055. 

• Sebree, Mr. and Mn. Paul, Sr., 4805 S. Harmon, Mar
ion, Ind. 46952. 

• Sheets, llm and Aletha, 1815 Griswold, Port Huron, Mich. 
48060. O'Neill, Nebr. (Camp) Aug. 5-10. 

• Snider, Mr. and Mn. W. N., 4627A W. Nicklas, Okla
homa City, Okla. 73132. 

Speas, Howard L, R. 1, Box 56, Youngsville, Pa. 16371. 
Steeves, Stewart W,, Box 824, Sussex, N.B. EOE 1PO. 

Hartland, N.B. (Pr. Bapt.) Aug. 1-3; Clarksburg, Ont. 
(Camp) Aug. 8-17; Bloomfield, Ont. (Stand.) Aug. 22-
31. 

Stone, W, T,, Lot #2, Wesley Manor, Brooksville, Fla. 
33512. 

Storey, David, 1034 Mendenhall St., Thomasville, N.C. 
27360. 

Storey, Mark, 6119S 1SOE, Jonesboro, Ind. 46938. 
Stout, Charles L, Rt. 2, Box 570, Ramseur, N.C. 27316. 
Sulllvan, J, M., 1017 Tyler Ave., Salisbury, Md. 21801. 

Sebring, Ohio (Camp) Aug. 8-17. 
Swinehart, I. D,, 10301 Hoover Ave., Uniontown, Ohio 

44685. 
Terlfay, Michael, 312 Main St., Tarentum, Pa. 15084. 
Vance, K. C., R. 1, Jackson, Ohio 4S640. 

• White, Mr. and Mn. W. Ewin, 909 N. 3rd Ave., Evansville, 
Ind. 47710. 

WIiiiams, Mr, and Mrs. Ray L, 217 N. Gladstone, 
Columbus, Ind. 47201. . 

• WIison, Mr. and Mn. Ermal L, 6730 S. Meridian, Marlon, 
Ind. 46952. 

York, J. Coyte, R. 1, Cedar Grove, N.C. 27231. Salem, 
Va. (Ev. Meth.) Aug. 22-28. 

RESERVE CiENERAL EV ANCiEUSTS 

Allred, Paul E., 807 S. Main St., Asheboro, N.C. 27203. 
Allred, w. S., 212 Chestnut Ave., Creer, 5.C. 29651. 

• Banker, Floyd and Cirada, 2017 Wilson Dr., Brooksville, 
Fla. 33512. 

• Bennett, Mr, and Mrs. H. S., R. R. 2, Box 293, Bellaire, 
Mich. 49615. 

Bryant, Clyde T,, Route 2, Highway 11, Landrum, S.C. 
29356. 

Campbell, John P., Pocono Lake, Pa. 18347. 
Defield, Devere, 735 N. 6th St., Fredonia, Kans. 66736. 
Delong, Ci.A., R.R. 2, Woodstock, N.B., Can. EOJ 280. 
Duke, J, c., 871 Oakdale Ave., Brooksville, Fla. 33512. 
Howell, E. O., 10832 N. Park Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. 

46280. 
Jewell, Marrin P., 3729 E. 25th St., Columbus, Ind. 47201. 
Lamb, Wm. J., 467 Alice Lane, Traverse City, Mich. 49684. 
Reed, James K., R.D. 1, Knox, Pa. 16232. 
Smith, Wm. A., Box 422, Miltonvale, Kans. 67466. 
Waite, Harold R., 223 E. Mosher St., Falconer, N.Y. 14733. 

COMMISSIONED SPECIAL WORKERS 

Brecheisen, Loren and Augusta, 760 Woodbine Blvd., 
Jackson, Mich. 49203. 

Chatfield, Wesley and Virginia, 750 Chestershlre Rd., 
Columbus, Ohio 43204. Findlay, Ohio (Camp) Aug. 7-
17. 

Cobb, Mr, and Mn. Tom, Merriman, Nebr. 69218. 
Davis Family, The Paul, 814 Janice Pkwy., Columbus, 

Ohio 43223. Damascus, Md. (Camp) Aug. 7-17. 
Kildow, Tom and Lois, 661 E. Maiden St., Washington, 

Pa. 15301. 
Lynn, Louise, 214 Cromer Ave., Muncie, Ind. 47303. 
Manness, Ciary and Becky, 1824 S.W. Hickory, Bartles

ville, Okla. 74003. 
Mullen, Paul D., 27 Riverside Ave., Fort Fairfield, 

Maine 04742. Athens, Ont. (Camp) Aug. 8-17; No. Dart
mouth, Me. (Camp) Aug. 19-24. 

Pa,ey, Marrin and Mae, 3429 Heatherfield Dr., Louis
ville, Ky. 40216. Chandler, Ind. (Camp) Aug. 7-17. 

Schooley, Mr. and Mrs. Don E., 1611 S. Madison St., 
Muncie, Ind. 47302. 

• Preacher and Musician 

SAVE 40% on Buescher, Bundy, 
Reynolds, and Yamaha trumpets, 
clarinets, trombones, and saxo
phones. About 40 left. Write Paul A. 
Sebree, Sr., 4805 S. Harmon St., Mar
ion, Ind. 46952 Ph. 317 /674-4337. 
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A Series on Revival: Part One 

''AN EVANGELICAL REVIVAL 

• • • WITH LITTLE EFFECT'' 

THE FIRST-COLUMN story on page one of The Wall Street 
Journal (July 11, 1980) announces that "an evangelical re
vival is sweeping the nation but with little effect." Staff Re
porter Jonathan Kaufman continues: "The spirlt of religious 
awakening is once again moving across the land. But unlike 
a similar Great Religious Awakening two and one-half cen
turies ago that helped sow the seeds of the American 
Revolution, the current evangelical revival has so far sowed 
little except curiosity among nonbelievers and self-doubt 
among many faithful." 

Noting that one out of three Americans says he has 
been born again (according to a recent Gallup poll), Kauf
man informs us that television evangelists like Oral Roberts, 
Pat Robertson, and Jerry Falwell reach an estimated 128 
million viewers. In spite of these impressive statistics, the cur
rent movement "has affected American society far less (my 
emphasis - the Editor) than did the Great Awakening of the 
mid-1700s, which marked the beginning of a "new era, not 
merely of American Protestantism, but In the evolution of the 
American mind, according to Perry Miller, the historian." 

Christopher Lyons, pastor of the Wheaton Bible 
Church in Wheaton, Illinois, observed, "There are probably 
~nough evangelicals here in Wheaton to run the town, but 
we don't. We don't want to." 

Statistics show that since 1965 the mainline churches 
- Episcopal, Presbyterian, Methodist, and United Church of 
Christ - "have lost three million, or 15% of their member
ship. By contrast, membership in evangelical churches has 
swelled by more than 25% during the same period." 

What should we think, say, and do? 
ITEM ONE. It is a sad fact that the current evangelical 

awakening has had such small impact. Small impact on 
many church members, who seem as divided and as divisive 
as ever. Small impact on many evangelical Christian homes, 
where family devotions are not observed, where divorce and 
separation are not uncommon, and where many children 
are quickly lost to the current 1V and drug culture. 
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by George E. Failing 

Moreover, the growth in many evangelical churches 
has made little difference in the moral climate of the com
munities they are part of. Douglas Gallagher, pastor of the 
Bloomfield Hills Baptist Church near Detroit, laments: "I 
heard on one of those 1V evangelism shows the other night 
that 33% of all Americans are 'born again.' But if that's true, 
why is the crime rate still so high? Why is there so much use 
of narcotics? Where is our impact?" 

We may well ask, When ls a revival not a revival? and 
answer by observing, When it makes little impact either on 
Christians themselves or on the communities in which they 
live. 

ITEM lWO. But what is meant by revival? As I under
stand the biblical (and proper theological) use of the word, 
revival ls not personal soul-winning, mass evangelism, or 
church growth. A revival can only come to God's people. 
Sleepy saints must be awakened; backsliding Christians must 
be restored. And the tendencies to drowsiness and back
sliding are awesomely real and recurrent while believers are 
opposed by the world, the flesh, and the devil. 

One great moment of faith, called conversion or the 
new birth or regeneration, can launch a person into a new 
life in Christ. That life, however, is not self-sustaining. It is 
maintained by faith, obedience, forgiveness, the pursuit of 
holiness - thorough, continued personal commitment and 
the mutual encouragement of other Christians. A saint 
needs constant correction. 

Only those Christians nearest God experience revival. 
In January 194 7, after the great revival in East Africa, Dr. Joe 
Church telephoned Roy Hession: "The Christians of En
gland, Roy, seem to have the strangest ideas of what revival 
is. They think it is the roof blowing off, when really it is the 
bottom falling out." 

A Christian does not experience revival until ( 1) he has 
a fresh revelation of his weakness and sinfulness and/or (2) 
he has a fresh revelation of the holiness of God, with corre
sponding demands made upon his own lips and life. 1WA 
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IN CANADA WE PLANNED FOR . . . 

C.E.F. in Ou, School 

1979 WAS THE YEAR of the Child. It 
was the year of controversy about pray
ing the Lord's Prayer in our schools. 
{Praise the Lord, the Lord's Prayer still 
holds its honored place in our daily 
opening exercises.) And 1979 was the 
year a child evangelism class was start
ed in our elementary school. 

In the fall of 1978 a neighbor and 
close friend of mine saw a need for a 
Good News Club in our area. This lady 
(not a born-again Christian, but a well
intentioned, good-living woman) in
volved herself with Child Evangelism 
Fellowship and tried to start a club in 
her home after school one night a 
week. Only a few children would come 
after school. 

My neighbor contacted several 
of · us concerned mothers about this 
need. We started praying individual
ly, in prayer meetings, and in our 
Sunday school prayer chain that the 
Lord would work this situation out. 

We felt that it would be a great idea 
to have a Child Evangelism Fellow
ship class at school, but only the Lord 
knew how this was to be accom
plished. This C.E.F. project was intro
duced at a Home and School execu
tive meeting and met with approval. 

As in any undertaking of this sort, 
there was a complex snarl of red tape 
to be unraveled before God's purpose 
could be worked out. Our principal 
and his superiors had to be convinced; 

Marjorie Cooney Is a free-lance writer living In 
Scarborough, Ontario. 
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by Marjorie Cooney 
Scarborough, Ontario 

the day care center at school had to be 
approached, and the superiors' con
sent obtained. 

How would the parents respond? 
To find out, we sent a letter to all par
ents in the school, while continuing to 
pray, and waited response to the let
ter. 

Although just 35 parents responded 
to the letter, the first afternoon 90 chil
dren crowded excitedly into the gym. 
By this time we were into February; 
much of the opportunity of this school 
year was over. There was a predictable 
slump in attendance as spring's bea\.\
tiful weather approached. 

Four mothers were interested in 
helping that first year. In spite of all the 
prayer that ascended for this project, 
there were strong differences to be 
ironed out, and we almost despaired of 
ever being able to work harmoniously 
as a team. 

The emphasis of C.E.F. was three
fold: Singing, which the children hailed 
enthusiastically; the weekly Bible study 
(C.E.F. curriculum), always weaving a 
message of salvation into each story; 
and Bible memorization, which the 
children loved. 

GOOD NEWS CLUB ended in mid
May because of the many other extra
curricular clubs and outside activities. 
Many times that summer I walked 
through our schoolyard. On every 
occasion children came running out 
from apartments demanding when 

Good News Club would begin again. 
Some of these children would repeat 
Bible verses they had learned in Good 
News Club. 

In fall of 1979 plans were under way 
to start the Good News Club again. 
Two of our mothers dropped out; that 
left two of us plus a friend who prom
ised to help. 

November seemed to be the right 
month to begin. Forty children came 
the first week. Attendance varied each 
week. We had an enrollment of 55 
with an average attendance of 35, for 
which we truly thank the Lord. 

Leaming the books of the Old Tes
tament, rather heavy perhaps for little 
tots, was added. They surprised us by 
the easy way they learned these. We 
tried to make a game of it and varied 
the game from week to week. Our chil
dren were once again excelling in 
memory work, which seemed to be a 
challenge in light of the fact that we 
have so little memory work in our 
modem school curriculums. 

We learned 16 Bible verses over the 
months and had a contest. One young 
lady could recite 15 of the verses, and 
a number of others learned a good 
percentage of them. 

Many of these children know the 
unhappiness of broken homes, par
ents too busy and involved with their 
own problems to have much time for 
their children. They come to us starved 
for a little attention and affection, and 
how they open up to us on occasion. 
And, oh, the rich opportunities to help 
them to pray that God will save them 
and meet their needs. 

1980 is the Year of the Family. And 
what better place to meet family mem
bers than at an after-school Bible 
study? 1WA 
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God's Love to Fallen Man 
Continued from page 3 

What is the necessary consequence 
of this? It is this: There could then have 
been no such thing as faith in God, 
thus loving the world, giving His only 
Son for us men, and for our salvation. 
There could have been no such thing 
as faith in the Son of God, as loving us 
and giving himself for us. There could 
have been no faith in the Spirit of God, 
as renewing the image of God in our 
hearts, as raising us from the death of 
sin unto the life of righteousness. 

Indeed, the whole privilege of justi
fication by faith could have no exis
tence; there could have been no 
redemption in the blood of Christ, 
neither could Christ have been "made 
of _God unto us," "wisdom, righteous
ness, sanctification, or redemption." 

And the same grand blank which 
was in our faith must likewise have 
been in our love. We might have loved 
the Author of our being, the Father of 
angels and men, as our Creator and 
Preserver: we might have said, "O 
Lord our Governor, how excellent is 
Thy name in all the earth!" But we 
could not have loved Him under the 
nearest and dearest relation, as de
livering up His Son for us all. 

We see then what unspeakable ad
vantage we derive from the fall of our 
first parent, with regard to faith and 
love. The chief ground of this love, as 
long as we remain in the body, is plain
ly declared by the apostle, "We love 
him, because he first loved us." But the 
greatest instance of His love had never 
been given if Adam had not fallen. 

And as our faith receives an un
speakable increase, if not its very being, 
from this grand event, as does also our 
love both of the Father and the Son; so 
does the love of our neighbor also, our 
benevolence to all mankind, which 
cannot but increase in the same pro
portion with our faith and love of God. 
For who does not apprehend the force 
of that inference drawn by the loving 
apostle, "Beloved, if God so loved us, 
we ought also to love one another." 
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Observe, the stress of the argument lies 
on this very point so loved us/ 

What manner of love is this where
with the only begotten Son of God 
hath loved us, as to empty himseH, as 
far as possible, of His eternal God
head, as to take upon Him "the form 
of a servant, being found in fashion as 
a man"! And then to humble himself 
still further, "being obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross"! 

If God so loved us, how ought we to 
love one another? But this motive to 
brotherly love had been totally want
ing if Adam had not fallen. Conse
quently we could not then have loved 
one another in so high a degree as we 
may now. Nor could there have been 
that height and depth in the com
mand of our blest Lord. "As I have 
loved you, so love one another." 

S uch gainers may we be by 
Adam's fall, with regard 

both to the love of God and of our 
neighbor. But there is another grand 
point, which, though llttle adverted to, 
deserves our deepest consideration. 
By that one act of our first parent, not 
only "sin entered into the world," but 
pain also, and was alike entalled on his 
whole posterity. And herein appeared, 
not only the justice, but the unspeak
able goodness of God. For how much 
good does He continually bring out of 
this evil! How much holiness and hap
piness out of pain! 

How innumerable are the benefits 
which God conveys to the children of 
men through the channel of suffer
ings! It might be well said, ''What are 
termed afflictions in the language of 
men are in the language of God styled 
blessings." Upon this foundation, even 
our suffering, it is evident all our pas
sive graces are built; yea, the noblest of 
all Christian graces, love enduring all 
things. Here is the ground for resig
nation to God, enabling us to say from 
the heart and in every trying hour, "It is 

the Lord: let him do what seemeth him 
good." 

What room could there be for trust 
in God if there was no such thing as 
pain or danger? It is by sufferings that 
our faith is tried, and, therefore, made 
more acceptable to God. 

Again, had there been neither nat
ural nor moral evil in the world, what 
must have become of patience, meek
ness, gentleness, long-suffering? It is 
manifest they could have had no 
being, seeing all these have evil for 
their object. If, therefore, evil had never · 
entered into the world, neither could 
these have had any place in it For who 
could have returned good for evil, had 
there been no evil-doer in the uni
verse? 

Will you say, "But all these graces 
might have been divinely infused into 
the hearts of men"? Undoubtedly they 
might; but if they had, there would 
have been no use or exercise for them. 
Whereas in the present state of things 
we can never long want occasion to 
exercise them. 

The more they are exercised, the 
more all our graces are strengthened 
and increased. And in the same 
proportion as our resignation, our con
fidence in God, our patience and forti
tude, our meekness, gentleness, and 
long-suffering, together with our faith 
and love of God and man increase, 
must our happiness increase, even in 
the present world. 

Yet again: As God's permission of 
Adam's fall gave all his posterity a 
thousand opportunities of suffering, 
and thereby of exercising all those pas· 
sive graces which increase both their 
holiness and happiness, so it gives 
them opportunities of doing good in 
numberless instances, of exercising 
themselves in various good works, 
which otherwise could have had no 
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IS JESUS LORD OF YOUR KINGDOMS? 

I N THIS DAY when 
women are so bom

barded by the liberal thinking of the 
women's liberation group, we need to 
stand up and let our voice be heard, 
praising God for the magnitude of His 
love. He has allowed us to fit into a role 
none other can fill. 

During our pastorate at Duncan
ville, Texas, in preparation for one of 
my ladies' Tuesday morning Bible 
study groups, the Lord took me to the 
book of Esther and to the profound 
statement of Mordecai to Esther, ''Who 
knoweth whether thou art come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this?" As 
women today we can think in these 
areas: the kingdom of our home, the 
kingdom of our neighborhood, and 
the kingdom of our church. It ls not 
just happenstance that we are in the 
positions and places where we now 
find ourselves. 

THE KINGDOM OF OUR HOME 
Within the kingdom of our home is 

the castle. The husband is the king, 
and the wife ls the queen. When we 
think of a queen, we think of an elite, 
rich lady who ls honored and respect
ed. Do you guard your position and 
hold it dear to your bosom so that you 
feel like a queen? 

Janice M. Lecates and her husband Bruce have 
seroed The Wesleyan Church for 18 years In the 
Capital, Te,cas, and Delmaroa Districts. 
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by Janice M. Lecates 

God has privileged us to reign in this 
kingdom. You don't just happen to 
have the particular companion or chil
dren you have. God knew all the per
sonalities and elements which it would 
take to build character into you and 
bring you to the maturity He desires for 
you as His child. Your children are a 
heritage of the Lord. What an awe
some responsibility to train them in the 
ways of our God. Don't let anyone put 
you down or lower your self-esteem 
with the statement: "Oh, you are just a 
housewife." Or, "Oh, you're a moth
er!" 

The angel said to Mary, "Blessed art 
thou among women." I believe we are 
blessed among women also because 
God has entrusted us with the lives of 
future ministers, teachers, doctors, 
businessmen, nurses, mothers, fa
thers, lay leaders, missionaries - the 
list is endless. 

God entrusted Mary with the Child 
Jesus who made an impression on this 
world as no other child had done be
fore or has done since. God has en
trusted us with children who can leave 
an imprint on this world for God and 
for good. May our response be as 
Mary's, "Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord. Be it unto me according to thy 
word." May we teach and train our 
children so they will willingly share 
Jesus and make Him known to this 
world. Feel honored that God would 
trust you and place you in the king
dom of a home situation. 

THE KINGDOM OF OUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

Who ls my neighbor? My neighbor is 
anyone who has a need whom I have 
the means to help. Look about you in 
your own neighborhood. What do you 
see? Maybe there is some family where 
the mother ls in the hospital and you 
could help take in a hot meal, or an in
valid who would be cheered by your 
coming and taking time to talk and 
read the Bible to them and just be a 
good listener, or a mother who ls over
loaded whom you could help by tak
ing the children for awhile or pick up 
some grocery items at the store, or 
someone without transportation whom 
you could take to the doctor, the gro
cery store, the beauty shop, etc., or 
someone who just needs a fri~nd 
whom you could invite to your home 
for coffee, cake, and conversation. 

There are many needs all about us 
and lonely people crying for someone 
to take the time to care. Jesus said, 
"Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me." A cup of cold 
water given in His name will bring 
blessing tenfold. 

THE KINGDOM OF OUR CHURCH 
I wonder if we fully grasp the blessed 

privilege it ls for us to be a part of the 
body of Christ, the greatest family on 
the face of the earth, composed of 
many wonderful and delightful indi
viduals. Romans 12 and I Corinthians 
12 list many gifts bestowed upon the 
believers so that the entire body may 
properly function. You have been en
dowed, by the Holy Spirit, with one ( or 
more) of these special gifts for the pur
pose of building up the body, Christ's 
kingdom. 
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I SAW THE LORD 
by George E. Failing 

ISAIAH SAW FIRST an empty throne. Good King Uzziah was dead. The 
people were confused; the nation was unprepared. 

Isaiah cared. He had prophesied during the reign of Uzziah. 
Doubtless he felt that God's cause had been strengthened under Uzziah. 
What would Israel do? 

Isaiah was not only a reporter; he was an "agonizer." To quiet 
the anguish in his heart and to seek God's blessing upon Israel, he went 
to the Temple. 

In the Temple he "saw the Lord." No question about it. He may 
have expected strength of soul and assurance that Israel would be guided. 
But he personally saw God. The vision was real. There on the throne 
was sitting the most high God. His presence filled the Temple; Isaiah 
was not conscious of one other worshiper. God was "high and lifted up," 
sovereign. He was accompanied by a host of powerful beings, seraphim, 
"fiery ones." He heard their voice: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 
hosts; the whole earth is filled with His glory." God reigns on earth, 
though men do not recognize Him. 

The Temple shook; "smoke" filled the house of the Lord. It was an 
experience of the soul. The revelation of God's holiness awakened in 
Isaiah not only a sense of unworthiness but of uncleanness. His own 
conscience prompted the confession, "I am undone." No sinner could have 
said this. "Undone" translates the Hebrew word so often used of a leper 
who is isolated from the living. Living - but cut off. In this case, 
a profound sense of the lack of holiness. 

"I am a man of unclean lips." Perhaps he had spoken truth too 
lightly, or perhaps he had used truth to his own advantage. Within his 
own heart, Isaiah felt a "credibility gap." In the presence of God he 
could not believe in the full integrity of his own soul. How can he 
prophesy again while his own lips are unclean? 

Then the curtains were opened further. He saw most of God's people 
as God saw them: "I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips." 
They are as I am; perhaps they are unclean because of my own lack of 
holiness and transparency. And there's only one reason why Isaiah knew 
all this about himself and others: "My eyes have seen the King, the 
Lord of hosts." 

Redemption is God's sovereignly merciful act. Knowing Isaiah's 
contrition, one of the "fiery creatures" surrounding the throne was 
commanded to take a live coal from heaven's altar and place that coal on 
Isaiah's lips. "This has touched your lips; your iniquity is taken away 
and your sin is forgiven." 

Only after one sees God and his own uncleanness, after he experiences 
cleansing and pardon, is he attuned to the voice of God and committed 
fully to the service of God. "I heard the voice of the Lord, Whom shall 
I send? Who will go for us?" From a cleansed and yielded heart came the 
word of the volunteer: "Here am I; send me." 

Who can be sent who does not first see God, see himself, experience 
cleansing, and hear God's invitation to service? Is God's way any 
different now? 
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A t this point of my life my 
only interest was in find

ing something of the flesh that I could 
indulge in. I craved any type of porno
graphic literature, smoked heavily, and 
would drink any kind of alcoholic bev
erage I could talk someone into bring
ing me. My mind was full of filth, and 
drunkenness became a problem there 
in the nursing home. 

Sometime during 1972 my mother 
said she believed I could live at home. 
It worked out just fine, and I had a little 
less depressing way of life. At least I 
was around my family and eating 
home-cooked meals. The drinking 
stopped. But I still indulged in ob
scene books and had filthy thoughts 
continually. Also I still smoked. 

For several years after coming 
home, there was just a long succes
sion of days doing the same boring 
things over and over. Get up in the 
morning in my wheelchair. Sit in my 
small room watching lV. Drink cup 
after cup of coffee. Smoke one ciga
rette after the other, and finally go back 
to bed in the afternoon and lie there 
watching 1V until it went off the air. 
Very boring days. 

I really feared trying to go out into 
the public where people would look at 
me. I felt at ease only around my fam
ily, but my relationship to them 
changed since I became crippled. 
Before, we could go places and do 
things together that were fun. But now 
it seemed that all we could do to
gether was talk and there was less and 
less to talk about. I was alone in the 
world and very much aware of it. 

All that happened before was to 
bring me to this point. I was lonely and 
wanted desperately to be loved and ac· 
cepted. The Holy Spirit convicted me 
of my sin, and I began to think about 
praying and asking Christ to help me 
with my life. I wanted to be saved, but I 
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didn't know how to go about it Anally 
I reached a point where, while lying in 
bed, I just turned my face to the wall 
and started crying and asking Jesus to 
please love me and forgive me of my 
sins. 

I was relieved and felt better, but 
nothing dramatic happened. From that 
time on I tried to be good and do what 
I thought the Lord would have me to. I 
told Mr. Vince Howard, a friend of 
mine, what I had done. He's a Chris
tian who worships in a Baptist church. 
He visited me regularly, bringing me li
brary books from his church to read. 
He would always pray for me before he 
left. I believe it was his witness and 
prayers that brought me to the Lord. 

For several weeks I tried to be a 
Christian in the best way I knew how. I 
read my Bible, tried to pray occasion
ally, and listened to religious broad
casts on the radio. I was good one day 
and bad the next, but I tried. As far as I 
knew, this was the Christian life. You 
really had to keep trying to make the 
good outweigh the bad, and somehow 
the Lord would work it all out for you 
when you died. 

B ut then one Sunday after
noon the Lord Jesus 

came to me there in my room and re
vealed His presence through the Holy 
Spirit All that day and on into the 
night He was there with me. I couldn't 
see Him with my eyes, but I knew He 
was there. Jesus told me that He loved 
me and that my sins were forgiven and 
that everything was going to be all 
right That was the first feeling of eter
nity I had. It took away the deadline of 
death. I felt like there was something 
now that I could look forward to with a 
happy and confident heart. 

Needless to say, I didn't remain on 
the mountaintop very long before the 
enemy came at me with his big guns. I 
experienced the same things that all 

new converts do: doubt, unbelief, 
frustration, and sin that keeps jumping 
back into your life. Then conviction, re
pentance, forgiveness, and the experi
ence of regeneration and getting a 
fresh new start - only to fall down 
again. 

This type of life was mine for more 
than a couple of years, and I didn't be
lieve a Christian could live victoriously 
every day. It seemed I was walking to
ward heaven looking back over my 
shoulder with longing in my heart for 
the things of the world. 

A day came when my father had to 
retire from his job, and that brought a 
change of residence. The house we 
moved to was located right beside a 
Wesleyan church here in Pineville, 
Louisiana. The pastor visited me and 
invited me to attend worship services 
there. After much worry and wrestling 
with indecision I went. 

I was accepted far beyond what I 
could ever have hoped for. I grew to 
love them all and prayed for them reg
ularly. My spiritual growth accelerated 
during this time as I learned how to be 
at ease away from home and fellow
shiped with other Christians. I began to 
pray publicly also. It was good to be a 
member of a church family. 

Just recently I had an experience of 
forgiveness and cleansing that I'll al
ways remember as an important mile
stone in my spiritual growth. At present 
I'm having victory in my daily living and 
letting the Lord Jesus have His way 
with me. 

Physically I'm a little bit handi
capped but spiritually there's nothing 
to keep me from doing the Lord's will 
and bearing much fruit. I think that I 
actually have an advantage because of 
my circumstances. My handicap is a 
blessing to me in disguise. I found 
Jesus through it and now have all my 
sins washed away and the assurance of 
life eternal. I've really lost nothing but 
instead gained everything. 1WA 
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Are You 6ROWln6? 

A RE YOU growing in 
grace? How do you mea

sure growth? Do you engage in pulse
feeling and question-asking? How can 
you tell whether you have made prog
ress in being a Christian over last year 
or the year before? 

Our analogy has frequently been 
based on the growth of a plant where 
externals such as size, greenness, fruit, 
the absence of yellowing, will indicate 
something about its health. But the 
analogy is only that. For although we 
are planted together with Him, grow in 
Him, bear fruit from Him, and die "in 
the Lord," Christian growth cannot 
have death as its terminal point It is 
rather "brighter and brighter until full 
noon." 

Even the analogy of birth, growth, 
productivi..ty, and death has problems. 
The chief problem is that growth in this 
sense is imperceptible; nor should 
Christian growth have the terminus of 
death. Mere age, involvement, the 
works of one's hands, or rank cannot 
demonstrate spiritual growth. 

The proper analogy is rather that of 
the child, who, in the absence of father 
and mother, takes reponsibility for his 
brothers and sisters. From this we see 
clearly that growth is the ability to 
change roles, versus the inability to 
adapt to the changing requirements of 
one's place in life. 

Christ emptied himself, taking on 
himself the role of a slave and became 
obedient even to death on the cross. 
The necessities of God's will involved 

William H. Bicksler is professor of btblfcal lan
guages and literature at Marton College, Mar
ion, Indiana. 
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by William H. Bicksler 

change. Change of environment 
(heaven to earth), change of rank 
( equality with God to equality with 
men), change of status (from free to 
slave), change of legal position (inno
cent to guilty), change of activity as 
agent (from Creator to creature), 
change as the one affected (as be
loved to rejected, from life to death). 

How do we respond to change? Do 
we accept the new situation and our 
role in it? Does our perception of the 
new situation include the will of God in 
it? 

Before the four withdrawals in 
Christ's ministry; men wanted to make 
Him king. He would not be pressured 
into the role- at this time. At another 
time His brothers urged Him, in view of 
His claim to be a prophet, to go to the 
feast in Jerusalem. He rejected the role 
of brother and did not go till later. At 
the Last Supper He took on the me
nial task of washing feet, a role not ex
pected of a rabbi. At the challenge to 
come down from the cross, He main
tained His servant role by remaining 
on the cross. 

Spiritual growth, whether we call it 
progress or development, rather in
volves phases. Certain behavior and 
knowledge in terms of other persons 
are expected of an infant, a pre
schooler, a primary, middle schooler, 
high schooler, young adult, or other 
role in life. Each group has new inter
est§, abilities, ways of relating to oth
ers, and modes of behavior imposed 
upon it. 

Llfe is in phases. The student be
comes wage earner. The single be
comes married. The couple become 
parents. The wage earner becomes re-

tired. The married becomes bereaved. 
The healthy becomes ill. The indepen
dent become dependent. The ability 
and behavior of accepting the new 
reality and role require growth. 

Where life is constant, with few cri
ses or changes, it is obviously difficult 
to perceive growth. But we can know 
whether we have accepted fully the 
new roles we have entered upon. In
vestment in a home requires two par
ents to cause change to take place, not 
only for both parties, but for the 
children and organizations to which 
both parents belong. 

The commitment to purchase 
means an acceptance of a more lim
ited role in terms of time and con
versation with other family members as 
well as with church and service to God. 
Both must now see themselves as part
ners, as wage earners, responsible to 
an employer and to the demands of 
the position. The home takes on a new 
perspective. Relationships with others 
in the "off-hours" when one is tired 
both physically and emotionally mean 
adjustment. 

It is what we think, say, and do in 
these changes that shows growth. How 
our relationship to Christ assists in 
these changes shows our spiritual 
growth as Christians. 

We need not ask, "Have I been 
growing in the grace and knowledge of 
Christ?" apart from those particular 
roles and responsibilities laid upon us. 
One who accepts them and performs 
to the best of his ability in Christ ls 
"proving that good, acceptable, and 
perfect will of God." 

We do have a tendency to avoid 
change with the result that we avoid 
growth. The challenge to visit 
neighbors for Christ frequently is seen 
to be incompatible with other respon
sibilities. But it is at the front line of 
God's will and the possibility of change 
in our lives that growth becomes vis
ible. 

A flowing stream is a changing one 
and also a useful one. 1WA 
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HOSPITALITY: You'll Enjoy It! 

7 HE OTHER day I was 
reading about a stingy 

rich man who sat for his meals at his 
dresser and had his tasty and expen
sive foods served in his dresser drawer 
so that if a visitor · came in he could 
shut the drawer and not have to share 
his wealth. 

Can you imagine such a lack of hos
pitality? Yet don't we practice this 
sometimes? Most of us have nice 
homes, but we hate to have company 
because it means so much work, the 
house will get dirty and messed up. Or 
we feel our home is not as nice as 
someone else's, and so we let them in
vite the people of the church over, or 
the evangelist, or the visitors. 

The Bible has much to say about 
hospitality. In Rom. 12:13 Paul talks of 
the deacons being "given to hospital
ity." Titus 1:8 suggests that we should 
be lovers of hospitality. Jesus com
manded us to serve if we wanted to 
become great He talks of our giving a 
drink of water in His name. Paul spoke 
in Phil. 4:15 of the Philippian church 
becoming partners with him in giving 
and receiving. 

There is so much that can be shared 
over a cup of coffee, a sandwich, or a 
dinner. It is a way we can share our 
love and concern for others. In I Peter 
5:9 Peter tells us to cheerfully share 
our homes with those who need a 
meal or a place to stay for the night. I 
think we can carry this a bit further and 
suggest we share with those who need 
to know someone cares or need a lis
tening ear. 

Pabicia L. Wood Is the wife of Pastor Bradley 
Wood, Muncy, Pennsylvania. 
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by Patricia L. Wood 

Some of us might intend to practice 
hospitality, but time slips by and we just 
don't get around to it With our lives so 
busy it is easy to neglect inviting some
one over. Try setting up times when 
you can have guests in your home and 
then invite them in advance - such as 
a month ahead of time. 

The reasons for not showing hospi
tality are many. Often we feel we must 
have a House and Garden or House 
Beautiful home. God does not ask us 
to share only when He has given us the 
best. 

One of the most memorable times 
we spent in someone's home was with 
a couple and their seven children. The 
father had a regular job, but not a large 
income. We did not have meat served 
at the meal, but we were not even 
aware there was no meat until after we 
had arrived back home! I have always 
felt meat must be served, but this 
taught me a lesson that it was not so 
much what we eat but the fellowship 
we share. 

Soon after we had entered the min
istry we had a couple over for dinner. 
They had been to our house before, 
and after dinner was over the man said 
to me, "Do you know what we like 
most about coming to your house?" 
Well, I had worked all day getting the 
house cleaned and the meal was done 
to perfection. So I naturally thought, 
"All my hard work was worth it." 

He went on to say, "We enjoy the 
felloVJShip." God used this incident in 
our lives to teach me a very valuable 
lesson. I'm not saying you shouldn't 
clean the house and do your best to 

have a nice meal, but this is not always 
the most important. People need 
fellowship, and we can share of our 
abundance or lack of it with them. 

/ 
n the ministiy it seems 
that entertaining ls a ma

jor part of our lives. My husband and I 
learned soon after entering the 
ministry that the majority of the peo
ple in our churches have never been 
inside the parsonage. We invited peo· 
ple over for a snack after church or for 
a meal and have received responses 
such as: "You really want us to come 
to your house? No other pastor has 
ever asked us to the parsonage." 

It proved to us that here was a real 
ministry, and we began to make it a 
practice to entertain each family once 
a year. Now our church is much larger 
and this is impossible. There are not 
enough days in the year. So we have 
endeavored to entertain in groups 
such as committees, boards, and to 
reach the new families as they come 
into the church. 

This past year we felt led to have a 
series of buffet dinners between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. 
Not knowing how we were going to ft. 
nance this, we sent out invitations and 
asked the Lord to supply. We had nine 
buffet suppers of about twenty people 
each. The Lord supplied in so many 
ways. One man brought us about 100 
pounds of beef. Others brought of their 
canned goods, eggs, butter, etc. It 
seemed when we needed something, 
the Lord sent it in. You can never out
give the Lord. 

If you really find you can't do this 
type of entertaining financially, by ask
ing a couple of families over for a pic
nic and ask them to bring a dish to 
pass. We have found that people just 
enjoy getting together, and they don't 
mind helping. 

May I suggest some ideas to help in 
your entertaining? 
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With tools in our hands and the gospel in our hearts . . . 

Let's Go and Grow! 

IS SUNDAY SCHOOL enrollment im
portant? 

Isn't actual attendance the true indi
cator of our Sunday schools' strength? 

You have heard various responses 
to these questions. My answer to both 
questions is a strong YES! 

Much solid research is still needed 
in Sunday school outreach and expan
sion because much of what many of us 
do is motivated by tradition rather than 
principles which have been properly 
researched and tested. 

We must discover the rule relating 
to enrollment and attendance. It is sim
ply this: As enrollment Increases, atten
dance increases; as enrollment de
creases, attendance decreases. 

Here ls how the law of enrollment
attendance works: 

Let us assume my Sunday school 
has an enrollment of 300. The atten
dance is probably between 120 and 
180 each week (which is 40 to 60 per
cent of the enrollment). It is my desire 
to build the Sunday school atten
dance to 300 people each week. The 
law of enrollment-attendance says that 
the Sunday school cannot average 
300 people in attendance If the enroll
ment is only 300. There is but one way 
to increase the attendance to 300; I 
must increase the enrollment. And the 
enrollment-attendance law says I must 
increase it to 500-750, depending on 
whether the Sunday school averages 
40 or 60 percent of enrollment. Once I 
have increased the enrollment, I can 
expect the attendance to climb pro
portionately and reach the 300 in Sun
day school each week. 

The church with an aggressive out
reach program of enrollment will aver
age 40 percent of its enrollment in 
attendance. A few churches average 
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by David Keith, general secretary 
Department of Local Church Education 

more, but a high average Is often an 
indication of stagnation rather than 
growth. It usually means a lack of en
rollment emphasis, resulting in a high 
percentage of "regulars." 

Now, how do I discover a way to en
roll people in great numbers? Must I 
stick with the traditional method and 
insist that a person attend three Sun
days in a row before we grant him the 
"privilege of enrolllng in our Sunday 
school"? 

Or should I become aggressive and 
enroll prospective Sunday school 
members an!:,'\Nhere, anytime, and un
der any circumstance? Why not tum 
conversations with checkout clerks, 
bank tellers, and service station atten
dants into Sunday school enrollment 
opportunities? And enroll them before 
they ever get to Sunday school. 

However, there are two prerequi
sites: ( 1) They are not already enrolled 
in another Sunday school; (2) They 
agree to be enrolled. 

There are those who will strongly 
object to this method. How do you 
then respond to Luke 14:23: "And the 
lord said unto the servant, Go out Into 
the highways and hedges, and compel 
them to come in, that my house may 
be filled"? Isn't there a sound of ur
gency attached to this verse? 

This calls for a systematic plan of go
ing out after people before they ever 
come to us. Christ sent out the 70 dis
ciples in Luke 10:1-12. They faced in
credible situations but were empow
ered to tell the story of redeeming love 
. . . an!:,'\Nhere . . . anytime . . . and 
under any circumstance. God loves 
people and He continually seeks to 
empower us TODAY through the Holy 
Spirit to win our world. 

Prospective membership - those 

willing to be enrolled in our Sunday 
school - serves as a basis for visitation 
programs. We now have ,names and 
addresses of people who might never 
have been contacted by any church be
fore. Those people must receive let
ters and visits from our church per-

. sonnel. 
This program is simple but 

workable. It is radical, but not nonscrip
tural. 

It has been proven that out of every 
ten persons you get to enroll, four and 
one-half will attend. And once they 
come, keep their names on the roll ( ex
ception: death, moved away, or asked 
to have their name removed). You 
never drop a name. 

Jess Moody of the large Van Nuys, 
California, church said, "I was won to 
Christ because a Sunday school class 
did not drop my name. They kept it on 
the roll for several years until, finally, 
one of the teachers got tired of seeing 
my name there and went after me. He 
led me to Jesus." 

Every Sunday school class should 
be a little pocket of witnessing 
members who go out and bring the 
people in. It's the members' job to 
bring them in. 

Set quarterly enrollment goals. Do 
you have 300 enrolled now, and you 
want to reach 500 in two years? Then 
set your enrollment goal at ap
proximately 25 new persons per quar
ter. You must also determine how your 
facilities will accommodate the growth, 
and then you must keep in touch with 
those enrolled, and with your absen
tees, in a regular pattern, and you will 
have growth! 

The law of enrollment-attendance 
works! 

Of every ten you enroll four and a 
half will attend - attendance equals 
40 percent of enrollment However, 
most rewarding of all - most thrilllng 
of all - is the fad that of the 40 per
cent who will now be regular attend
ers, one in three will accept Christ with
in the year. 

Is that hard to believe? Not if you 
have faith in God and you roll up your 
sleeves and work at the job. We can
not be content to let people go to hell 
when we have the tools in our hands 
and the gospel in our hearts! 1WA 
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a_ Baby 

by Dan Harman 

Dan Harman ls pastor of the Church of God, 
Fresno, California. 
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I T WAS HARD to be 
poetic about it when it 

happened. We can sing "O Holy 
Night" and "Sweet Little Jesus Boy," 
but for the people involved, it wasn't a 
very appealing situation. 

The nation was under Rome's heel. 
The inn was so full the family had to 
sleep in a stable. The young woman 
was away from home, pregnant by 
some mysterious act of God; she had 
no midwife and not a friendly face was 
in sight 

The Jewish religion was corrupt and 
unacceptable to God. Wrong was 
strong. Right was weak. Drastic action 
was called for. And God took action. 

He sent a baby! 
He sent a fragile, dependent Child 

into the world at a time when life was 
cheap. He sent the Child to one of the 
most filthy spots anywhere near Beth
lehem - a stable. He sent a Child at a 
time when marching legions were 
needed. A time when a general with 
clearcut military knowledge was called 
for. 

And it wasn't the first time that God 
demonstrated His "disregard" for the 
troubles that sinful man could cause 
His people. God often used the young, 
the innocent, the inexperienced to cor
rect the difficulties of His people. 

Remember when God's people fell 
into disfavor with the power structure 
of the Egyptian kingdom? Joseph's 
time was long forgotten. Pharaoh 
feared the strength of the Jews. His de
cree to kill the male children struck 
terror in the hearts of God's people. 
Long years later they were delivered 
from their slavery. 

But when the decree to kill the chil
dren went out, God showed His 
strength by sending a child. The baby 
Moses grew to manhood and fulfilled 
his destiny as the deliverer that Israel 
needed. God's plan to use a baby was 
proof that it takes very little of God's 
power to settle the affairs of men. It 
took but one man, led, influenced, and 
empowered by God. 

Years later when the Israelites had 
made a mess of God's plan to rule His 
nation with judges, God again re
sponded by sending a child to be His 
spokesman. Eli was the judge and high 
priest (I Sam. 2 and 3), but God was 
not pleased. He called Samuel. 

From childhood Samuel proved 
reliable; he gave God's message to Eli 
(I Sam. 3:11-18); he was God's cho
sen prophet (I Sam. 3:20). Later Sam
uel anointed Israel's first two kings. 
God needed but one man - and start
ed him as a mere child - to make the 
transition from rulership by judges to a 
monarchy. 

Throughout the Bible's story of God 
working with man, God keeps under
playing His response to man's prob
lems. 

To the giant Goliath, whom the en
tire anny of Israel feared, God sent a 
mere boy. Or as one positive thinker 
put it: The whole army looked at Go
liath and said, "Look how big he is; 
none of us can face him." Then little 
David stepped up and said, "Look how 
big he is. I can't help but hit him." And 
he killed the giant 

It took only Elijah - God's prophet 
- to face all the prophets of Baal and 
defeat them. Gideon tried to amass a 
great army, but again when he 
checked with God, God demanded a 
much smaller response to the threat of 
the Mldlanites. Only 300 select men 
were needed to rout the enemy. 

Jesus called but 12 men to help 
Him found a church that would move 
the world. And God's answer to all the 
sin of everyone who ever lived on earth 
was one Person: Jesus Christ And that 
Person was sent as a baby. At Christ
mas we celebrate that most spectac
ular display of confidence and the un
derplaying of divine force. 

Why do you suppose God chose to 
do it that way, to meet the needs of all 
mankind with a baby? 
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We can only guess. But let's toss it 
around for a minute. 

( 1) God guaranteed the outcome. 
There was no need for a great display 
of force, of pomp, or of divine mir
acles spread abroad. God knew what 
would happen. His beginning with one 
person, one baby, is a parallel of 
growth in all of nature around us: from 
a single egg a huinan life is born. Tiny 
cells split and grow and spilt again to 
bring into being large animals, large 
plants. 

Indeed, the kingdom itself is lik
ened to a bit of leaven in a lump of 
dough. It is small, but it grows. In Dan
iel's dream {see Daniel 2) it is foretold 
that a small stone would grow to fill the 
whole earth. 

God knew there was no need for 
some great announcement, some 
great outburst of divine power at the 
coming of the Saviour. 

(2) If indeed His Son was to know 
how man though~ /el~ and lived, then 
He must live a full life, from cradle to 
grave. With Jesus coming to Mary as 
He did, He had the full advantage of a 
life identical to those around Him. 

He lived with modest, poor people. 
He worked in the carpenter shop, most 
likely. He knew the imperial heel of 
Rome and the hypocrisy of the reli
gious leaders. But He also knew the 
love and spiritual devotion of persons 
like Mary, Joseph, Elisabeth, and 
Zacharias. He could see how God 
worked through humans on this earth. 

When we call on Jesus to help us to
day, we can be fully assured that in His 
earthly journey, He lived as we live. 

(3) And there would seem to be an
other reason why God's answer to the 
world's problems was a baby. 

The call to men ls to follow Christ, to 
put our trust in Him, to let Him control 
our lives on this earth. By sending His 
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Son as a baby, lt seems that God was 
providing the ultimate example of trust 
for us to see. For many years in the tiny 
country of Palestine there lived a Boy 
without outward power. A boy, Jesus, 
whose first faltering steps of walking 
had to be supervised. A Boy who was 
taught to speak by His mother. Joseph 
was given charge of His health and 
safety. 

At any point In that series of grow
ing years, anyone with a spear or with a 
tree limb could have ended the life of 
Jesus. It was as though God was say
ing, "Here is My beloved Son. I trust 

10 WAYS 

Him into the care of righteous hu
mans. I will show you how I trust your 
hearts and hands to look after Him till 
He is grown and able to care for him
self. I trust you, Mary and Joseph." 

God showed us trust by trusting us. 
A helpless, dependent Baby lay in that 
manger that night, totally at the mercy 
of people God had appointed. 

At. Christmas let us celebrate that 
event Let us thank God for His Son, 
for His plan to have that Baby come. 

But at Christmas let us also thank 
God for people like Mary and Joseph 
whom He could trust. 1WA 

TO HEAL A BROKEN FAMILY 

M ILUONS OF CHILDREN 
left over from broken 

homes and millions of new steppar
ents and stepchildren are trying to 
mend the broken ties that shattered 
their families and sent them in many 
directions. This is not an easy task, as 
many are finding out daily. 

But it can be done, and here are cer
tain helps which will go far in healing 
the brokenness that has fractured so 
many families: 

1. If possible, move Into a new 
home and into a different community. 
It will help to erase the bad memories 
of the past and open up ways of 
accepting this new relationship. 

2. Recognize that you have a new 
family and be open to accepting the 
different traditions and relationships 
that will develop. One lady, who ac
cepted the responsibility of five new 

'William S. Deal, a general evangelist, Is a mar
riage, family, and youth counselor. 

by Wllllam S. Deal 

stepchildren, said, "It was a rude awak
ening to find the first year the most dif
ficult of my life." But by adhering to the 
principles here set forth, she was able 
to make the adjustment and now has a 
well-adjusted family. 

3. Help the children to accept the 
most important bond between the new 
husband and wife. A strong bond of 
love expressed between them will go 
far toward bringing the children closer 
to both parents. Usually it is the moth
er and her children who must make 
the adjustments to the new husband 
and father. Children often find this dif
ficult; but with lots of love shown to 
them, they can and will make the prop
er adjustment. 

4. Request relatives and friends to 
help you in establishing this new fami
ly. They can do much by listening to 
the children's gripes and complaints 
about the changing situations at home. 

Next page, please 
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A BROKEN FAM/l Y 

Continued from page 7 

They must take a positive attitude and 
make only positive remarks to the chil
dren about these things. 

5. The parents should decide to
gether on the discipline program. Let 
the natural parent take the lead in ad
ministering the discipline as long as 
necessary. But make the children 
aware that in the absence of the nat
ural parent, the stepparent is in full 
charge and must be accepted. The 
stepparent should have the full sup
port of the other parent. 

6. Recognize that caring relation
ships need time to grow. Stepchildren, 
like in-laws, come into this new rela
tionship without a choice about it. 
They must be won by tender love and 
care, especially on the part of the step
parent. Never force them to call the 
new parent Mom or Dad. Let them 
choose what to call them. 

7. The stepparent and stepchild 
should engage in activities of mutual 
interest, preferably away from the rest 
of the family. This will help the new 
relationship to cement and grow. 

8. Try to help the children see that 
life is not always fair for any of us, not 
even for adults. Guide them into see
ing that we can always improve our 
relationships in life, and even out of an 
unfair situation the best will come, if we 
work for it and expect it. 

9. Never put down an ex-spouse in 
front of his or her child. You may make 
the child feel that there is also some
thing wrong with him. If you cannot 
think of anything good to say about the 
child's other parent, say nothing! 

10. Emphasize the positive aspects 
of the new family. In such a family the 
child has an extended family. He has 
more relatives to please, more roles to 
play, and more responsibilities to carry 
than in the original family. How he 
handles these will have a great bearing 
on how he makes the adjustment tofu
ture living. It is very important to him. 

Such new marriage partners need 
an extra amount of motivation, so that 
the second time around they will not 
make the mistakes that wrecked the 
family they left behind. 1WA 
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Once she said, "I didn't have a happy cell in my body," 
but later she enjoyed . . . 

"Days Without 

an Unhappy Moment" 

8 EULAH E. HAIGHT was 
born April 4, 1892, in the 

Wesleyan parsonage about eight miles 
east of Grand Rapids. (The house is 
still there and in excellent condition, 
but the little church is gone and a store 
advertising liquor stands there now.) 

Father and Mother were in the 
Christian Crusade work at the time, 
and the pastor kindly allowed Mother 
to have her baby there. In 1908 our 
family moved to the same parsonage 
when Father, Edward L. Haight, be
came a Wesleyan Methodist minister, 
and it was our home for ten years. 

After two years of college my sister 
Beulah began teaching in Battle 
Creek, Michigan, but was unable to 
complete her first semester due to a 
slowly developing paralysis from her 
waist down. By January 1915 she had 
to stop teaching and seek medical 
help, which eventually proved unavail
ing. 

She had wanted to be a missionary; 
and when it became evident she would 
not be able to walk again, she went 
through a period of despair and bitter
ness. Being more than seven years 
younger and having parents who loved 
and trusted the Lord, and who never, 
in my remembrance, expressed any
thing but trust in the Lord, I didn't real
ize this at the time. 

A college friend, learning of her sit
uation, wrote her to "practice this reli
giously": "I will hug every moment of 

by Jean Bradley 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

this precious thing called life and 
squeeze it dry of sunshine and happi
ness," and she closed her letter, 
"Pleasant dreams and a joyful awak
ening." 

My sister, with the Lord's help, be
gan making an effort to do this when, 
as she said, "I didn't have a happy cell 
in my body." It was 17 years before she 
had a day without an unhappy mo
ment (it was a family gathering that 
day), and from that time on her life was 
one of obvious victory. 

Cedar Springs, Michigan, was her 
home for 48 years, and at first, when 
Father retired from the ministry and 
began to operate a chicken hatchery 
there, she handled the office work, 

· writing ads, recording orders, writing 
letters, and doing the bookkeeping, 
while Father and Mother were caring 
for the other aspects of the work. 

Later, she began to teach piano, 
and, for some years, had about 30 
pupils, who gave two recitals each year. 
There were 98 people at one of her re
citals. She had been able to play beau
tifully, with much expression, when she 
could sit up, and could improvise so 
that the music just "flowed" from her 
fingers. Now she could only demon
strate phrases and give the rest of her 
instruction verbally - but when her 
pupils went on for advanced training, 
their teachers were always glad to have 
them, for they were so well grounded. 

She also had the agency for the 
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New Arrivals 
Born to Rev. and Mrs. Blair Ritchey, a 

son, Nathan David, on October 3. Mr. 
Ritchey is associate pastor of the Wes
leyan church in Armbrust, Pennsylvania. 

Born to Rev. and Mrs. Rod Brannon, a 
son, Rudy Vaughn, August 28. Mr. Bran
non is assistant pastor of the Wesleyan 
church in Galesburg, Illinois. 

Born to Rev. and Mrs. William Timm, 
a daughter, Carolyn Elizabeth, on Octo
ber 2. Mr. Timm is the assistant pastor of 
the Wesleyan church in Oak Lawn, Illi
nois. 

OBITUARIES 
Bell, Rev. M. l., 70. October 12, 1980. 
Mr. Bell served as a bi-vocational pastor for 

many years in the Indiana North District and some 
churches now a part of the Indiana Central Dis
trict. Churches he served are Star (now South 
Bend Ardmore). Beaver Creek. Kirklin, Cicero, 
Green Chapel. Peru. Dowagiac (Michigan). and 
Kingsford Heights. He took his training through the 
course of study in two and one-half years and was 
ordained in 1932. 

He is survived by his wife Kathryn: two daugh
ters: Nancy Mclaughlin. Elkhart. Ind .• and Mary 
Foster. Allentown. Pa.: and one son Ralph, Bristol. 
Ind. One son, Wayne. preceded him in death. 

The funeral was conducted in the Wally-Mills
Zimmerman Funeral Home in Elkhart. Ind .. by Indi
ana North District Superintendent Robert L. Ken
worthy. assisted by local pastor. Gary Meek. Bur
ial was in the North liberty. Indiana. Cemetery. 

Brabon. Eldred, 50, September 11 • 1980. 
Mr. Brabon served the Wesleyan church in Ma

lone. New York. as trustee and head usher for a 
number of years. holding both offices at the time of 
his death. Across the years he contributed gener
ously of both time and money to the building and 
maintaining of the church and parsonage and was 
a faithful attendant at the services. On the last 
Sunday before entering the hospital for open-heart 
surgery. he gave a good witness to his faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

Surviving are his wife Ruth (Spinner): a daugh
ter. Mrs. Matthew (Marlene) Blanchard. Malone: 
two sons. Keith and Lyndon. at home: and his fa
ther. George, St. Regis Falls, New York. 

The funeral service was conducted in the Ma
lone Wesleyan Church by the pastor, Rev. Floyd H. 
Tyler. assisted by Mr. Brabon's brother-in-law. Rev. 
Lawrence Spinner. 

Bubb, Mrs. Adlene E., 82, September 29. 1980. 
Mrs. Bubb was an ordained minister of the 

Penn-Jersey District for more than 50 years. She 
and her husband. Rev. Walter F. Bubb. were mem
bers of the first graduating class of the Beulah Park 
Bible School (now United Wesleyan College). 
Allentown. Pa. Immediately prior to the gradua
tion ceremonies. they were married in the taber
nacle by Rev. George B. Kulp. 

The Bubbs pastored churches in Augustaville, 
Stonington. Rebuck, and Reading in Pennsylvania, 
and in Glassboro. N.J. She preached periodically 
throughout her entire life. occasionally filling 
speaking engagements until several months prior 
to her death. 
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She is survived by her husband Walter: a daugh
ter Dorothea (living at home with her father in 
Reading, Pa.); two sons: Herman. Richboro. Pa .. 
and Wilbur. a chaplain in the U.S. Air Force. sta
tioned in Dover. Del.: five grandchildren: and three 
great-grandchildren. 

The funeral service was conducted in the Bean 
Funeral Home in Reading by Rev. Berwin Hainley 
of the Evangelical Christian Church. assisted by 
Rev. Clair Fisher. Church of the Nazarene. Also par
ticipating were U.S. Army Chaplain Kenneth Lynn 
of The Wesleyan Church and Rev. George I. Straub 
of God's Missionary Church. 

Chambers, Mrs. Nina (Beals), 75. October 11. 
1980. 

Mrs. Chambers was a faithful member of the 
Wesleyan church in Clay Center. Kansas. from her 
childhood. attending services up until her death. 

Survivors include her husband Clarence: two 
sons: Clifford. Goddard, Kans .• and Willis. Graham. 
Wash.; one daughter. Mildred Baxter, Clay Cen
ter; three brothers: Philip. Wichita. Kans.: Willis. 
Miltonvale. Kans .. and Roy. Oak Hill. Kans.: 13 
grandchildren: 14 great-grandchildren: and one 
great-great-grandchild. 

The funeral service was conducted in the Clay 
Center Wesleyan Church by Rev. Harold Hotch
kiss. 

Faulkenberry, John Edward, 72. September 4, 
1980. 

A resident of High Point, North Carolina. since 
1927. Mr. Faulkenberry was a hosiery mill em
ployee. For 34 years he was in charge of mainte
nance at Hayworth Memorial Wesleyan Church. 
where he was also a member of the Lydia Tucker 
Bible Class and the official board. 

Mr. Faulkenberry was characterized by his pas
tor as a man of prayer. a man who loved his 
church. a man who sacrificed. and a man of Chris
tian commitment. 

Surviving in addition to his wife Minnie Esther 
(Brady) are a son, Dr. Paul Donald Faulkenberry. 
Bartlesville. Okla.; two sisters: Mrs. Jewell F. Bla
lock and Mrs. Vaudie F. Munson. both of Troy. 
N.C.: a brother, Joshua C. Faulkenberry, Rock Hill. 
S.C.: two grandchildren: and one great-grand
child. 

The funeral was held at Hayworth Memorial 
Wesleyan Church with Rev. Marlin Mull. Rev. Don
ald Dawalt. and Rev. W. G. Davidson officiating. 

Haight. Beulah E., 88. June 18. 1980. 
Beulah's father. Edward L. Haight. became a 

minister in The Wesleyan Methodist Church in 
1908. serving in the Grand Rapids area of Mich
igan. 

She took two years of college at Kalamazoo 
State Normal School (now Western Michigan Uni
versity) and taught school for a short while. Af
flicted with paralysis. she was an invalid for 65 
years. In spite of her affliction she kept active. 
teaching piano lessons from her wheelchair or bed. 
The last 55 years were spent in bed. She was 
cheerful and interested in the world around her. 
often writing letters to congressmen. 

Surviving is one sister. Mrs. G. H. (Jean) Brad
ley, Grand Rapids, Michigan. One brother pre
ceded her in death. 

The funeral was held in the Grand Rapids Em
manuel Wesleyan Church by Pastor Jack Glad
ding, Solon Center Wesleyan Church. Cedar 
Springs, Michigan. where she was a member. and 
Rev. Dean Leininger. pastor of the Emmanuel 
Church. 

Logsdon, Rev. Herbert J., 63, October 6. 1980. 
Mr. Logsdon served in the Indiana Conference 

of The Wesleyan Methodist Church as pastor of the 
Fowlerton. Jonesboro, Anderson Ninth Street. 
Marion Eighth Street. and Marion Nelson Street 
Churches. and as conference vice-president. total
ing 26 years. He pastored the Louisville Atwood 
(Ky.) Church for 15~ years. when he was com
pelled to resign January 1. 1980. because of ill 
health. He was a beloved pastor. a devoted hus
band, and a loving father. 

Surviving are his wife Ellen: two daughters: 
Faith Logsdon. Chicago. Ill .. and Mrs. Robert (Mer
win Ann) Botkin, West Palm Beach. Fla.: and two 
grandchildren. Julie and Alan. 

The funeral service was held at the Atwood 
Wesleyan Church in Louisville. Tributes were given 
by Rev. A. L Sypolt. Kentucky District superinten
dent: Rev. Paul Ebright. former district superinten
dent: and Rev. E.G. Pommerehn. his assistant pas· 
tor for the past 7 ~ years. General Superintendent 
V. A. Mitchell delivered the message. Also taking 
part in the service were Rev. and Mrs. L. Kenneth 
Knapp and Rev. and Mrs. Phil Harrington. 

Interment was in the Evergreen Cemetery. 
Louisville. 

Tarner. Paul W., 50, September 28, 1980. 
A member of the Wesleyan church at Mich

igantown. Indiana. Mr. Tamer had served as Sun
day school teacher. Sunday school superinten
dent, youth leader. song leader. member of the 
Local Board of Administration. delegate to district 
conference, and to two general conferences. He 
was faithful in witnessing to many people who vis
ited him during his illness. 

He is survived by his wife Wilma: a daughter. 
Mrs. Michael (Rachael) Tryon, Indianapolis: a son. 
Rev. Michael Tarner. pastor of the Northside Wes
leyan Church. Wabash. Ind.; a brother Don. South 
Bend. Ind.; and two grandchildren. 

The funeral was.held at the Wesleyan church in 
Michigantown. with Rev. Dale Johnston and Rev. 
Lee Lenker officiating. 

Via, Mrs. Dorothy (Clark), 57. September 30. 
1980. 

Widow of Arthur Via, Dorothy worked for many 
years as Sunday school teacher. pianist. local 
YMWB director. missionary study secretary. liter
ature secretary. community missions director. and 
local WMS president. serving at Highland Park in 
Louisville. Ky.. Elizabeth, Ind.. and Wellman 
Memorial. Louisville. where she was a member at 
the time of her death. 

Her artistic ability was used in her YMWB work 
as she served the Kentucky District as YMWB di
rector for over ten years. 

The funeral service was conducted by her pas
tor Rev. David R. Bayse at Arch L Heady and Son 
Funeral Home. 

Weaver. Rev. Jacob H., 76. August 23. 1980. 
Mr. Weaver was ordained to the Christian min

istry in 1932. He pastored in the Central Canada 
District for 34 years and served as the district's 
treasurer for the same amount of time. He was 
named as one of the directors of the corporation in 
1944 when the church was incorporated. and for 
many years served on the executive board. 

Survivors include his wife Phyllis: two daugh
ters: Or. Catherine Tanser and Mrs. 8. (Joan) Mof
fatt: and eight grandchildren. 

The funeral service was held at the lnkerman 
(Ont.) Wesleyan Church with the pastor, Rev. O. 
Tatton. and other ministers of the district par
ticipating. 
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OJ old thou hast laid the foundation of the earth: 
And the heavens are the work of thy hands, 
They shall perish, but thou shalt endure; 
Yea, all of them shall wa,c old like a garment; 

by George E. Failing 

As a vesture thou shalt change them, 
And they shall be changed: 
But thou art the same, 
And thy yeara shall have no end. 

-Psalm 102:25-27 

ONE OF THE CHRISTIAN'S greatest comforts is that he is surrounded by the 
eternity of God. 

By the purpose and power of God man was created. While he lives, 
God's providences precede and follow him. When he dies, he falls asleep in 
the everlasting anns. 

The psalmist affinns the eternal God. Our paraphrase would read like 
this: 

At. the beginnings of matter and men, of space and time, thou wast the 
architect-creator. The entire universe is the work of thy hands. Thy fingers 
wove the splendid web of the heavens, drawing orbits and scattering stars. Thy 
hands also laid the foundations of the earth. But they were not built for eter
nity. They will perish and become old as gannents do. Old gannents and old 
worlds are cast off, but thou remainest. The circling eternity of unending years 
is thine. Years - and worlds - pass, but thou remainest forever (w. 10-12). 

The creation of the world implies its transitoriness. That which has a be
ginning also has an end. Only the Creator himself shall not change. While na
ture seems stable for long periods of time, also at work is the physical "second 
law of thennodynamics." At creation all is strong, orderly, beautiful; but 
through entropy the general trend of the universe is toward death and dis
order. The Creator himself, who is the center of creation, notes this dissolu
tion while He himself does not change. 

All of this reminds me of my origin - by God. Of my daily needs - sup
plied by God. Of future years of declining health and lengthening shadows -
in the light of His countenance. And of an eternal home - God's home. 

We speak of 1981 as a new year. When it arrives, we will only continue in 
the endless years of God; "thy years shall have no end." So there need be no 
fear of 1981, for God has a future for you and me in that year. And that future 
is with Him. Not only is it true after death, it is true now: "In thy presence is ful
ness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evennore." 

Wars shall cease. Human strife shall end. Poverty will be unknown. The 
shouts of the powerful and the cries of the powerless will cease. All the marks 
of an aging universe and of a human race that is distraught and discouraged 
will be remembered no more. 

Christmas shall be forever because the God who once became man is 
the everlasting God-man. Even in eternity Christ will not divest himself of His 
incarnation. Nor in resurrection glory can Christians ever lose the identity of 
mortal experience. 

Some day "the perfect day" will dawn, and then shall "the righteous 
shine forth in the kingdom of our Father." Meekly now we serve the Lord 
Christ. But one day He will crown us with glory and honor. 
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All Things Are His 

A LL TiiINGS is certainly a 
large subject. Yet it is a 

subject frequently dealt with by New 
Testament authors. When they do so, 
it is almost always in conjunction with 
Christ. This is not surprising, for all 
things were created through and for 
Him. 

PAST 
In the past, all things were created 

through Christ. St. Paul (Col. 1:15-17) 
says that all things were created by 
Him. All things, whether earthly or 
heavenly, visible or invisible, even If 
they are spiritual beings, were created 
by Christ, and are subject to Him. The 
testimony of Paul to this complete au
thority, to Christ as Author, is corrobo
rated by John (John 1:3) and in the 
book of Hebrews (1:2) and repeats 
what Paul said in the first letter to the 
Corinthians (8:6). 

Probably no human is capable of 
understanding Christ's role In cre
ation. But we do not have to under· 
stand to believe that somehow Christ, 
our Saviour, was essential to the exls· 
tence of all things. 

PRESENT 
Not only was Christ involved with 

Martin LaBar, PhD., is professor of science at 
Central Wesleyan College, Central, South Caro
lina. 

by Martin LaBar 

the creation of all things, He is in
volved with their present existence. 
Human language evidently is Inade
quate to portray His role. There is 
some disagreement on the wording of 
Colossians 1 :17: "by him all things 
consist" (KJV); "In Him all things hold 
together" (NIV); "it is His power that 
holds everything together" (LB); "in 
union with Him all things have their 
proper place" (TEV). The idea, 
though, ls clearly stated here, and also 
in Hebrews 1:3. Christ not only 
brought all things into existence in the 
first place, but all things owe their pres· 
ent existence to Him. 

God is not a cosmic clockmaker! He 
did not simply wind up the universe 
and abandon it. He continues to love it 
and care for it. Every galaxy, every star, 
every planet, every living thing, every 
molecule, every atom, every electron, 
every quark, everything, from the un
imaginably vast to the incomprehen
sibly tiny, is a constant recipient of 
God's goodness, omniscience, omni
presence, and omnipotence manifest
ed through Christ. 

There are people with two-track 
minds, it is said - perhaps some with 
even more. There are jugglers who can 
keep five or so objects in the air at 
once. But these achievements cannot 

be compared to caring and maintain· 
Ing for all things at once. 

FUTURE 
Even though Christ made all things 

and maintains them, the relationship is 
strained. The relationship between 
Christ and all things will experience 
four developments. 

First, all things will be reconciled to 
God through Christ (Col. 1:20). God is 
not satisfied with a fallen creation. Cre
ated things are not satisfied either, al
though they are powerless to change 
the situation (Rom. 8:22). 

Second, all things as they are now, 
will be destroyed, and a new creation 
produced (II Pet. 3:11-13). 

Third, all things will be subject to 
Christ (Heb. 2:8). Paul tells us that this 
will be to our benefit, for in Philippians 
3:21 he says that the power that will be 
used to bring all things under His rule 
will be used to change our bodies to be 
like His. 

Fourth, and most exciting, we have 
a role in all this! Not only will we reign 
with Him, but He will give us all things, 
and freely (Rom. 8:32)! 

Our six-month-old thinks that all 
things are hers. She is constantly try· 
ing to assert what she thinks of as her 
rights by stuffing all sorts of things be
tween her gums. Our ten-year-old, and 
their parents, know better. 

We act as if a few things are our per· 
sonal possessions, hopefully without 
too much selfishness, but we recognize 
that our control is limited. All things 
really do belong to Christ. He made 
them, He keeps them going, and He 
will have complete control over all 
things. But, in His great unselfishness, 
He will share them with us. We, 
through Christ, can be heirs of all 
things! 1WA 

Coming in the next issue: · · . . . . . . .. . 
lnteroiew with .J<etth, Drury,• genera.I $g~r~~~fy,_Dep.#-~•ent 9tYoµt~ · 
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I Cleaned House . • • 

Many with gross sins to confess could 
know a heaven of release through con
fession, and restitution as far as pos
sible. 

Continued from page 7 

wanned our hearts - so much so that 
we sent it to our son in London, sure it 
will warm his heart. We think your 
course shows complete victory." Then 
he added, "My wife and I agree that 
this year of our defeat has been the 
best year of our lives. It means the joy 
of suffering for conscience' sake." 

The Congressional Record showed 
that a dozen or so of his colleagues in 
the Congress made affectionate 
speeches following his farewell ad
dress - which was not a valedictory, 
but a simple appeal to be good men, 
telling what religion had done for him 
and his family. All the affectionate trib
utes by his colleagues of both parties 
declared he had helped them morally 
and religiously. 

One said, ''When we see him leave, 
we'll say, 'There goes a man/' " His 
children testify that his conscience and 
his inner life, beginning with a second 
conversion, has made their homelife 
new, and made him as never before 
their friend and pal. In matters of con
science I trust him as no other. 

He wrote me strongly of my suf
fering and my "confession" that he 
and his wife felt there was nothing 
morbid about it; it only showed I had 
come through to complete "victory." 

W hy tell my experience? I 
thus open my heart be

cause I am first, last, and always a 
preacher. I want to help the reader as I 
have been helped - in the greatest 
year of my life. There are few but need 
to clean house inside as I have done. I 
know both from psychology and expe
rience that for one to bottle up ugly, 
haunting things in the dark vaults of 
the soul means to suffer a sense of 
frustration, inferiority, weakness, and 
defeat; or, in the phrase of William 
James, it is to be "consciously wrong, 
inferior, and unhappy." 

But to open up the dark vault, to 
look the ugly thing in the face, to con
fess it openly, to disown it, to make it 
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right - that ls to remove a poison 
from the springs of the soul, and to 
bring joy and power. That ls just what 
the gospel demands, and what psy
chology declares every soul must have, 
simply because God has so made us 
that this course is the demand of body, 
mind, and soul if one is to be healthy 
and happy and effective. 

I write this hoping others will be
lieve my experience authentic and will 
follow the course I have taken. In my 
case I had no black sins to confess. 

Even better, they could know what 
really is the best thing that has come to 
me, namely, a holy resolve, born out of 
the joy of release, never again to take a 
course that is low or mean or even 
shady. I've found it too costly. And an 
equally holy resolve, the moment I see 
that a word or act of mine was wrong, 
to confess, apologize, to make restitu
tion at once. 

And it gives me a new confidence 
that "the best of life is yet to be," here 
as well as hereafter. I count that an 
asset of inestimable value, whether for 
youth or age. 1WA 

"IT WORl<EDI" 

M Y BROTHER and I 
strolled into the little, 

brick-walled garden and sat down on 
the stone bench in the warm spring 
sunshine. It was so peaceful here, the 
only sounds being the rustling of birds 
in the old pear tree and the muted 
hum of distant traffic. 

We looked back at the old house 
that had withstood so much - almost 
150 years of living. It was intimately ac
quainted with the storms that swept in 
regularly from the North Sea, uproot
ing trees and knocking down chimney 
pots. It had become more mellow 
through warm summers when genera
tions of children had played in its plea
sant garden. It had tolerated with the 
patience and fortitude of age the un
ruly youngsters who had sported 
throughout its rooms. It had been 
good to its young couples and the 

by Edna Mae Olsen 
Shafter, California 

older folk who had called it "home." It 
had suJVived THE WAR. 

I smiled and my brother glanced at 
me. "We had such fun here when we 
were kids," he chuckled, and we vied 
each other in "remember whens." 

"What I remember most vividly," my 
brother continued, "was the war. They 
were pretty grim days. My job was to 
put up the 'blackout' at every window 
each evening before it got dark. I for
got more than once. One time, some
one - I think it was you," he said imp
ishly, "turned on the light. The warden 
was here in no time, thumping on the 
door and yelling that the Germans 
would see it if we didn't shut it off 
immediately." 

"Remember the garden we had 
over there?" I added a few minutes 
later. "Our 'victory' garden." Now the 
little patch that had yielded so plenti-
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Brown) first-grade teacher. Marion. Ind. Irish. Mary Myrtle, August 24. 1980. 

Coleson, Mrs. Susie E.. 89. September 23. 
1980. 

The funeral was held in the Wesleyan church, 
Hart. Mich .• by her pastor. Rev. Thomas Schmidt. 

Mrs. Irish was a charter member of the Toronto 
Amroth (Ontario) Wesleyan Church. 

Preceded in death by her husband Charles. Mrs. 
Mrs. Coleson was a Wesleyan for 72 years. She 

was a Sunday school teacher more than 50 years 
in Iowa. South Dakota. and Michigan. She also 
served as local preacher in her church at Hart. 
Michigan. Missions and missionaries lay close to 
her heart. and she was YMWB superintendent 
locally for many years. 

Her husband Henry survives her. They were 
married 71 years on September 1. Also surviving 
are four children: Rev. Ralph Coleson. returned 
missionary to India and Sierra Leone. presently 
serving as campus director of the Wesleyan Semi
nary Foundation. Wilmore, Ky.: Dr. Edward Cole
son. professor of social studies and economics at 
Spring Arbor College. Spring Arbor. Mich.: Amy 
(Mrs. Robert Pettigrove) retired schoolteacher. 
presently serving part-time at Southwest Indian 
School. Phoenix. Ariz.: and Opal (Mrs. Wallace 
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Cromer, Darwin J., 68. August 4. 1980. 
Mr. Cromer had been a member of the River

view Wesleyan Church in Logansport, Indiana. 
since 1932. where he served as a Sunday school 
teacher for 45 years. secretary of the board for 30 
years. Besides these. he was a leader in many 
phases of church work. A local preacher for 45 
years. he served two pastorates in Indiana: Nor
way and New Carlisle. 

Surviving are his wife Margaret. to whom he 
was married in 1937: one son. Dr. John A. Cromer. 
Broken Arrow. Okla.; two brothers: Oscar. Star 
City. Ind .• and Rev. Frederick Cromer. Mitchell. 
Ind.: one sister. Anna Rush. Mesa. Calif.; and four 
grandchildren. 

The funeral service was conducted at the Fisher · 
Funeral Home. Logansport. Ind .• by Rev. Carl Roark 
and Rev. Claude 0. Scott. 

Irish is survived by three sons: Rev. F. S. Irish. 
Bruce. and Norman: one daughter. Isabel (Mrs. 
Robert Wessell); a sister. Reta (Mrs. Emerson 
Wright); and ten grandchildren. 

The funeral was conducted by her pastor. Rev. 
Mervyn Summers. at the Ogden Funeral Home. 
Agincourt (Toronto). Ontario. 

Yonally, Rev. Solomon McKinley (Macie), 79. 
October 4. 1980. 

Converted in 1920 while working in the field. 
Mr. Yonally attended the Methodist church in La
mar. Kansas. He preached his first sermon in 1923 
just before enrolling in Miltonvale Wesleyan Col
lege to prepare for the ministry. He and his wife 
served the Methodist Episcopal Church for five 
years. After joining The Wesleyan Methodist 
Church. their field of labor extended from Buffalo. 
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The telephone is no longer a. nuisance; it is an opportunity 

by Marie Lind 

HERE WAS A TIME when the telephone 
rang that I classified it automatically 

as another interruption. Often it did intrude upon my plans or disrupt 
my crowded schedule. I freely confess that, while I always listened 
to the callers, sometimes my eyes followed the hands of the clock and· I 
begrudged the hours spent. 

A few years ago I began to look at that jangling. telephone 
·· in a different light. Why did people call me? Most of them were as busy 
as I was. They were not deliberately hindering my work or wasting 
my time, not gossiping, or talking merely to have something to do. They 
were hurting! They didn't require professional counseling or a· 
sermon. They needed to know someone was willing to listen, to care, 
to take time for them. 

Several are widows who find evenings long and lonely. Some·. are 
new arrivals in the area who haven't yet formed meaningful friendships. 
Some are not Christians. Frequently, callers want to share their 
prayer burdens. Others going through traumatic experiences dial for 
help again and again. Mothers telephone whose teens are in trouble. or / 
whose children are ill. New Christians need a listener, not only when 
tempted and discouraged, but when they are exuberant over 
answers to prayer, success in witnessing, or overcoming a bad habit. 
Even steady Christians have the "blahs" at times and need 
encouragement. 

A person I scarcely know, who is going through an extremely 
difficult trial, and has called dozens of times recently, actually talked for 
hours on three days of a very busy week. She is one of the few who 
asks if I have time to listen. Quickly I assure her that she is not 
interrupting. No one interrupts me anymore. The telephone is no 
longer a nuisance; it is a potential opportunity to be of help. I view it now 
as an important ministry, for people are important. Work can wait; 
suffering humanity can't. 

In these turbulent end times, as crises and problems accelerate, 
more people are going to be hurting. It follows that. an increasing 
number of Christians who care and listen wiU be needed. Will you join 
me in determining to accept time on the telephone as one of our 
ministries for the Lord? 

Marie Lind was editor o/The Wesleyan Missionmy from 1963-1968 and now resides in Turner, Oregon. 
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