




















family of God. But forgiveness only be
gins equipping the soul for trium
phant, established living and fruitful, 
effective service. 

Even that special Eleven, coached 
by the Master himself across three or 
more years, were forbidden to move 
out into their commissioned task of 
world evangelism until that needful 
second "work" was done. Until the car
nal mind is dethroned ( crucified) and 
the total consecration sealed, the mea
sure in which the Spirit can operate in 
the. truly forgiven is but a fraction of 
what could be - must be. Some 
voices these days extol power-without
cleansing; but only the cleansed-and
filled are ready for God's special as
signments, to say nothing of the add
ed snares of the pre-Tribulation inter
val. 

DAILY MAINTENANCE 
Once the personal house is. in or

der, what next? Why, keeping it so; and 

by that old but proven fonnula: faith
fully maintained daily contact with God 
by prayer, by Bible-reading, and -study, 
and by errands for Him. Against lim
ited remaining time, vigorous review ls 
indicated for priorities in time use, 
money use, personal involvement, and 
in all planning ahead. All needs to stay 
flexible; things as they now are may 
abruptly change; we are approaching 
an era of divine judgment. 

Next to our own salvation, the sal
vation of others - family and friends, 
the "lost" wherever found - is our 
prime task. Individually and corpo
rately, we owe both outreach gestures 
and intercessory support as para
mount service. How can we justify pro
grams-as-usual which fail to seive the 
survival needs of the doomed ln the 
(possibly) final hours before sunset? 

Let the Lord's shepherds rise to 
their obligation to be faithful leaders. 
Though I am a persuaded believer ln a 
pre-Tribulation Rapture, I urge pastors 

THE ROYAl lAW 

E lmer Schmelzenbach tells the sto
ry of a Swazi widow whose only 

son was falsely accused of murder. 
Convinced of his innocence and over
whelmed by the prospect of his im
prisonment, trial, and possible sen
tence of death by hanging, the young 
man's mother sought out every means 
to save her son. Her appeals to all 
sources were rebuffed until she re
called a royal law which decreed that 
any citizen of Swaziland was entitled to 
an audience with the king to plead his 
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cause and find redress for his griev
ances. 

After walking 80 miles to the capital 
and fasting for ten days as she waited, 
she was finally granted an audience 
with King Sobuza II who heard her 
case. He not only set her son free, but 
sent him home in the royal limousine 
in which no one but the king himself 
ever rode and sent along a herd of cat
tle as a royal gift as well! All this be
cause a mother believed in her son, 
trusted her king, and obeyed a royal 
law. 

In the earliest letter written to the 
New Testament church, the Apostle 

to proclaim a biblically rugged gospel 
that gamers for God "soldiers" who 
"endure hardness," converts who ac
tively yearn to be Spirit-filled and 
cleansed, who as "crucified with 
Christ," offer their Lord a devotion 
"faithful unto death" (despite firing 
squad or guillotine). 

Christians in Korea, Siberia, Mo
zambique - to name a few - have al
ready needed to be of this sort. No 
scripture promises exemption from sa
tanic assault, though we are urged to 
pray that we may be "accounted 
worthy to escape" such perils. 

Whatever may be the content or 
duration of our future, let us be 
cheered by this assurance from a noble 
veteran, heavily bombarded: "This 
slight (!) momentary (!) affliction is pre
paring for us an eternal weight of glory 
beyond all comparison" (II Cor. 4:17, 
RSV). So hold steady, despite the gath
ering dark. The day that dawns next 
will be eternal. 1WA 

James reminds us of another royal law: 
"If you really keep the royal law found 
in Scripture, 'Love your neighbor as 
yourself,' you are doing right" (2:8, 
NIV). 

Why does he call it the "royal law"? 
William Barclay suggests several mean
ings for the phrase. "It is the law which 
is of supreme excellence . . . the king 
of all laws, that is, it is the law in light of 
which all others must be judged and 
applied." The Apostle Paul says of it In 
Galatians 5:14, "The entire law is 
summed up in a single command." It 
has royal rank over the other com
mandments. 

It is, Barclay continues, "the law 
which is given by the King of kings, that 
which is uniquely the law of the king." 
When asked, "What is the greatest 
commandment of all?" Jesus re
sponded with the shema, the great 
summary statement of the Jewish faith. 
"Hear, 0 Israel: The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one. Love the Lord your God 
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What If the 'Sos Are All We Have Left? 
Continued from page 5 

WE MAY NEED TO EXAMINE OUR 
PRIORITIES 
Matthew 6:33 

"Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness." 

Jesus knows we will seek some
thing. He's saying that some things 
ought to be down the list from the top. 
His kingdom is at the top. His righ
teousness has first priority. 

A recent study by the Princeton Re
ligion Research Center shows that 
while most Americans pray, their 
prayers are usually prayers of petition, 
rather than of thanksgiving, interces
sion, or seeking forgiveness. God for 
some is viewed as a "divine Santa 
Claus." 

I think this says something about pri
orities. What God can give seems to be 
the top priority of many prayers. Peo
ple must want to use God instead of 
being used of God. We need to look at 
our priorities even in the direction of 
our prayers. Priorities are shown by 

what we ask for and seek after. God's 
kingdom and His righteousness come 
first. It's a good thought for the '80s. 

WE MAY NEED TO EXAMINE OUR 
DEVOTIONS AND WORSHIP 
Hebrews 10:25 

"Forsaking not the assembling of 
ourselves together, as the manner of 
some is; but exhorting one another; 
and so much the more as ye see the 
day approaching." 

That same Princeton Report says 
that an overwhelming number of 
Americans believe in God. Most of 
them pray regularly. Nearly half are in 
church every Sunday. Almost every 
home in the United States has at least 
one Bible. But it is rarely read. Less 
than half of the adult respondents 
could name four or more of the Ten 
Commandments. A fourth of the teen
agers have never read the Bible. 

George Gallup, Jr., executive direc
tor of the Princeton Center, says, 
"While Americans say they believe in 

Perils of Our Times 

There is no question that we are liv
ing in the "last days." No longer do 

the prophetic pronouncements of the 
end times sound like a futuristic sci
ence fiction novel. We are now living 
the fulfillment of John the Apostle's 
message to a world culture on the eve 
of death. To the nonbeliever it ap
pears as an Orwellian nightmare. 

It is interesting to note the secular 
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by Shirley Close 

world's echo of the church's prophecy 
of a doomsday destruction. One cur
rent popular playwright suggests that 
we are entering a new historical era 
similar to what has been called the 
Dark Ages. He believes that in the '60s 
we "blew out" the final vestige of in
tellectualism and humanity and that 
the human race will once again sur
vive only as it did during the Dark Ages 

God, they show little evidence of hav
ing pondered a basis for this faith." 

In a devotionless society in the '80s, 
God says we ought to assemble our
selves together more and more. Wor
ship and devotion are essential to con
tinuing spiritual development. Accord
ing to this passage in Hebrews, wor
shiping together is God's will for His 
people. 

Just this week I'm having a wonder
ful time going to church every night. I 
like it. I'm no supersaint. But I love to 
be with God's people. I love to hear the 
Word spoken. The worship and devo
tion of the church assembly is pre
cious. Just the attraction of singing the 
songs of Zion, the fellowship of prayer 
and the Word, will get me to church. 
That's not unusual for a child of God. 
It isn't some kind of superior Chris
tianity. It's normal behavior for a heart 
in love with Jesus. It's a joy to be with 
the family of God. 

If the '80s are all we have left, I'm 
ready. To me readiness means to be 
prayerful, watchful, and busy. I think 
the Bible message to Christians in the 
'80s is "Occupy till I come." 

We can do a lot in eight years. 1WA 

through an underground network of 
monks who believed in the coming of 
the Enlightenment. 

The exact timetable of the coming 
cosmic cataclysm is not for us to know, 
but the prophetic indication ls soon. 
Those terrifying sermons on the last 
Sunday night of camp meeting, warn
ing of the horrific conditions during the 
Tribulation, still ring in my ears from 
childhood. 

But what about today? Did not God 
appoint and call us to live in this time? 
Are we not to be a beacon to a dying 
world? Or do we alienate and sepa
rate ourselves into our little religious 
communities to save our own skins? 
The open arms of the cross are for 
everyone and can only be fulfilled by 
our open arms. But what sort of perils 
would keep us as Christians and Amer-
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BINGO PARTIES - OR TITHING? 
Continued from page 11 

ing power, he was deeply in love with 
his Lord. Each Friday afternoon when 
he collected his paycheck, he would go 
to the bank and cash it, then head 
straight for the church office to hand 
the secretary his tithe. 

One day she said, "Brother Turner, 
why don't you just wait and put your 
tithe in the offering plate on Sunday 
morning like everyone else does?" 

Can we do less for our Lord than we 
do for our country? Kenneth L. Wil
son said, "Stewardship is not a class
room exercise in fractions. It is a home
work assignment in total living." 

The Bible tells us that "unto whom
soever much is given, of him shall be 
much required" (Luke 12:48). The late 

Peter Marshall, popular chaplain to the 
U.S. Senate, put it this way. "Let us 
give according to our Incomes, lest 
God make our incomes match our 
gifts." 

We ought to tithe because it's right, 
because it's scriptural, and most of all, 
because we love God. "God loves a 
cheerful giver" (II Cor. 9:7). No matter 
how much we give, we can never out
give the Lord. "No man is really conse
crated until his money is dedicated" 
(Roy L Smith). 1WA 

"Oh, no, ma'am. I prefer to bring it 
right over. Suppose I should die be
fore Sunday morning gets here. I 
don't want God's money to be in my 
pocket when I go out to meet my 
Maker." 

THE QUESTION CORNER 

Some try to argue that tithing is an 
Old Testament ritual, done away with 
in the New Testament In Matthew 
23:23 Jesus spoke to the religious 
leaders of that day. "Woe unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for 
ye pay tithe of mint and anise and 
cummin, and have omitted the weight
ier matters of the law, judgment, mer
cy, and faith: these ought ye to have 
done, and not to leave the other un
done." Jesus was not criticizing them 
for being strict tithers, for He said, 
"These ought ye to have done." He's 
just telling them that they stopped too 
soon on the other matters. 

How much is the tithe? The Bible 
plainly says it is a tenth, but where do 
we start to figure that tenth? Ray made 
a point of letting everyone know that 
he tithed. He wore it like a badge of 
honor. 

He earned a good hourly wage in 
one of the local factories, but deduct
ed from each paycheck were the usual 
state and federal taxes, social security, 
and union dues. Since he had consoli
dated all his bills through the credit un
ion, a sizeable chunk of his check was 
also deducted each week to pay back 
his loan. 

What Ray brought home was con
siderably less than what he actually 
earned. He tithed (by his own admis
sion) only on the part of the check that 
was his take-home pay. But the gov
ernment took out taxes on the entire 
check, before deductions! 
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Was John the Baptist immaculately 
conceived and born? 

No! Immaculate means clean 
and pure, without sin. Only Adam 
and Eve, of the whole human fam
ily, were originally without sin. Only 
Christ was conceived, born and 
lived without sin, either acquired or 
inherited. 

All members of the human family 
are infected by the sin of the first 
pair. We all inherit a sinful, carnal 
nature. This is called racial sin or 
birth sin (Ps. 51:5). This inherited 
sin causes everyone to commit sins 
(Rom. 3:10-18; 1 John 1-10). 

When Luke wrote that John 
would be filled with the Spirit from 
his mother's womb (Luke 1:15, as 
stated by the angel of the Lord), it 
was an apparent reference to God's 
purpose for John ( cf. Jer. 1 :5; Gal. 
1:15). John was to be a special per
son to prepare the way for the com
ing of Christ (Matt. 3:3-12). 

Some authorities believe the spe
cial description given by Luke Im
plies that John was a Nazarite. This 
is not so stated, and since some of 
the requirements of a Nazarite are 
absent (cf. Num. 6:1-21), it is only 
an opinion. 

What is the meaning of "this gen
eration" in Matthew 24:34? 

The context of Jesus' statement is 

by Wayne E. Caldwell 

the Olivet discourse which con
cerns things which were to occur in 
the future - some things quite 
soon, other things at a later time. 

The disciples had asked for 
"signs" of the end, and part of 
Jesus' reply was "this generation will 
not pass away until all these things 
take place" (Matt. 24:34, NASB). 
Two principal interpretations have 
been given of the phrase "this gen
eration." 

1. The generation that sees the 
beginning of these things will also 
see the end of them. 

2. The "then generation" would 
live to see all the things come to 
pass which Jesus predicted. 

In favor of the latter interpreta
tion is the fact that first-century 
Christians almost unanimously be
lieved that Christ could come ( and 
perhaps would come, e.g., the 
Thessalonian Christians) In their 
generation. The latter view also 
saves one from concluding that one 
or more of the events have not been 
fulfilled, which leads to the further 
conclusion that Jesus cannot return 
at any moment. This does not ig
nore subsequent repeated fulfill
ments of some of the predicted 
"signs" which Jesus enumerated. 

Mall your question about the Bible or Chris
tian living to: Question Comer, The Wes
leyan Advocate, Box 2000, Marlon, Indiana 
46952 

THE WESLEYAN ADVOCATE 



Psychology - in the Bible? 
bleed. Most ball-points are adequate. 

Since the Bible was meant to be 
read slowly, frequently, and prayerfully, 
you won't need long stretches of time 
to study it. But do allow enough time 
each day to read at least a chapter or 
two. 

by Jacquelyn Keup 

Ted was shy and wanted to find a 
way to overcome his fear of peo

ple. Joe had been hurt so deeply by 
people, he was beginning to think he 
couldn't trust anyone. Ellie wanted 
companionship to ease her loneliness. 
Angie loved people and wanted to 
learn more effective ways to help oth
ers. 

Each of these people can find the 
solution to their struggles in the same 
place, the Bible. Actually, the Bible is 
the oldest, most accurate psychology 
book ever written; and today psychol
ogists are rediscovering the truths with
in it and why they are true. 

A biblical rock on which all psychi
atry and psychology rest is Ephesians 
4: 17-18: "This I say therefore, and tes
tify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk 
not as other Gentiles walk, in the van
ity of their mind, having the under
standing darkened, being alienated 
from the life of God through the igno
rance that is in them, because of the 
blindness of their heart." 

Isn't one of the psychiatrist's objec
tives to replace ignorance with knowl
edge? As he does this, the person re
gains his connections with his feelings, 
with other people, and with God. The 
more he regains these connections, 
the more able he is to cope with the 
problems that confront him. 

But there is no need to wait until we 
are disturbed enough to see a doctor. 
The Bible is filled with examples of ef
fective and ineffective ways to handle 
our feelings. By reading the Scripture 
and noting what these ways are - and 

Jacquelyn Keup is a free-lance writer living In 
Goshen, Indiana. 
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then by obeying what they teach us -
we can save ourselves a lot of pain. 

To study the Bible this way does not 
require a seminary education, special 
people to study with, or a formal study 
guide, although all three can help. All it 
requires is a Bible, a good quality pen, 
a good college dictionary, and about 
15 minutes a day. 

The Bible you choose should be a 
convenient size and complete, not just 
one Testament. You won't see the 
complete picture if you don't read the 
whole Book. The translation you pick 
should be an authorized edition and 
one with which you feel comfortable. A 
paraphrase version can sometimes 
mislead you when you study it this way. 
Also be sure that the Bible you choose 
is your own copy so you can feel free 
to mark references in it. If it's too good 
to mark up, it's no good as a study Bi
ble. 

The pen you select must be of good 
quality. Otherwise the ink will bleed 
through the paper. The cheaper the 
quality of ink, the faster the ink will 

"Put Away Lying" 

An excellent way to leam what you 
read is to outline it right in the Bible it
self. An easy way to do that is to mark 
your Bible in a simple code. The pro
cess of putting it in the book will help 
cement what you're studying in your 
head. At the same time, the marks will 
serve as a convenient reference sys
tem should you want to look some
thing up later. 

An easy code to use is as follows: L 
for love, F for fear, A for anger, P for 
pain or hurt, T for trust, C for conse
quences. 

The first five are the five basic feel
ings people have. All other words we 
use for feelings really refer to these 
five feelings or special combinations of 
them. A glance at the paragraphs that 
provide discrimination of related syno
nyms in many college dictionaries will 
show you which parts these are. 

Since getting hurt usually makes us 
angry, you may prefer to include pain 

Next page 

THE ESSENCE of lying is in deception, not in words. A lie may be 
told by silence, by equivocation, by the accent on a syllable, by a 
glance of the eye attaching a peculiar significance to a sentence. 
All these kinds of lies are worse and baser.by many degrees than a 
lie plainlyworded. No form of blinded conscience is so fa~ sunk as 
that which· comforts itself for having deceived because the decep
tion was by gesture or silence instead of utterance. -J. Ruskin 

He that is habituated to deceptions and artificialities in tri
fles will try in vain to be true in matters of importance; for truth is a 
thing of habit rather than of will. You cannot in any given case, by 
any sudden and single effort, will to be true, if the habit of your life 
has been insincerity. - F. w. Robertson 

(33) 13 



Psychology - in the Bible? 
Continued from page 13 

in the anger category. You'll also prob
ably want to make a separate category 
for hatred (use H) because it is so high
ly destructive of the person who does 
the hating. 

Other letters can be added for oth
er things: Rm for relationships with 
man, Ry for relationships with your
self, Rg for relationships with God, G 
for guilt, 0 for obedience, M for mercy, 
D for deliverance, S for salvation, and 
W for wrongs (sins, transgressions). 

To use the code, just underline key 
words and write in the margin the code 

letter for the concept those key words 
mean or refer to. For example: 
L Be ye kind one to another, tender

hearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God for Christ's sake has 
forgiven you (Eph. 4:32). 

All of these words refer to some form 
of love. 

All consequences should be noted: 
The consequences of doing wrong, of 
not doing something, and of doing 
what God says we should. The reason 
we need to note the consequences is 
because these are what become the 

I Set a Goal of Three 

I HAD been contacted about being the 
vacation Bible school director. This 
seemed llke a big job to me. Sharon, a 
dedicated young girl in our church, 
had promised to be the assistant direc
tor. 

As I thought about it, God assured 
me that I should be a more active per
son in the work of the church. I told 
our pastor that I would take the job as 
director and do the best I could. 

Sharon and I selected our staff with
out any problems. God led in a won
derful way, showing us who to contact 
about teaching and helping. 

I set a goal of three souls to reach 
for Christ that week. This goal I based 
on a truth given by a mother of five 
who compiled "ABCs of Child Nur
ture." Periods of spiritual awakening 

Donna Maness attends the Rushwood Parle 
Wesleyan Church, Asheboro, North Carolina. 
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by Donna Maness 

come to every child near the age of 8, 
more noticeably at 13, and again very 
decidedly at 16. Prayerfully I claimed 
three to be saved, perhaps one from 
each age group. 

The week of vacation Bible school 
went well. I noticed at times things 
were being done that I never thought I 
could do. On the last night of classes I 
asked the teachers to give me a list of 
children who had made a personal 
commitment to God that week. I told 
them I would llke to know by Sunday. 

Sunday came but no list. I was 
tempted to be discouraged. God 
assured me that everything doesn't 
happen in one week. One day the goal 
would be reached and I would be 
aware of it 

On Sunday, July 5, a speaker from 
South Carolina, Ron Hamilton, 
preached a message on "God's Ark," 
taken from Genesis 7:1-10. When the 

blessings or the tragedies in our llves, 
depending upon whether we heed 
what we read. 

When you finish your reading each 
day, ask the Lord to show you in real 
life the evidence of the truths you have 
read. Then deliberately look around 
you for that evidence as you go about 
your daily affairs. Often it will show up 
where you least expect it Sometimes it 
will fill you with pain, other times with 
joy. 

Either way you will see the truth, the 
kind of truth that will make you wise if 
you obey it. As time passes, and you 
continue your reading, you will realize 
you have also discovered the pathway 
tojoy. 1\VA 

altar call was given, several respond
ed. I saw an eight-year-old boy, a boy 
15, and a girl 15. I doubt if anyone saw 
the altar service as I did, but God as
sured me that my goal had been 
reached. 

YOUTH WEEK 

T_his year's Youth Week 
theme is "My life -
God's call." During January 
31 through February 7 
30,000 Wesleyan youth 
will be facing the issue 
of a call to full-time church 
work. Please pray that, 
from this group, God will 
call out the thousand 
workers He needs for The 
Wesleyan Church in the 
next 1 5 years. 
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THE CREATION STORY 
Adapted from Psalm 104 by George E. Falling 

0 Lord my God, Thou art very great. 

Thou stretched out the heavens like a curtain. 

Thou laid the foundations of the earth, that it should not be 
moved forever. 

Thou covered it with the deep as with a gannent; the waters stood 
above the mountains. 

The mountains rose, the valleys sank down unto the place Thou 
founded for them. Thou hast set a bound [for the seas] 
that they tum not again to cover the earth. 

Thou sent forth springs unto the valleys; they run among the 
mountains; they give drink to eveiy beast of the field. 
By them the birds of the heavens have their habitation; 
they sing among the branches. 

Thou dost water the mountains from Thy chambers: the earth is 
filled with the fruit of Thy works. 

Thou causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, and herbs for 
the service of man; that he may bring forth food out of the 
earth. 

The trees of the Lord are filled with sap, even the cedars of 
Lebanon, which He planted. There the birds make their nests; 
the stork makes the fir trees her house. 

Thou didst appoint the moon for seasons; the sun knows his going 
down. 

Thou makest darkness and it is night; then the beasts of the forest 
creep forth. The young lions roar after their prey and seek 
their food from God. The sun arises, they go away and lie 
down in their dens. 

Then man goes forth to his work and labors until evening. 

0 Lord, in wisdom Thou hast made all; the earth ls full of Thy 
riches. 

Beyond is the sea, great and wide, in which are things creeping 
innumerable, both great and small. There also ply the ships, 
and there ls great leviathan, whom thou hast fonned to play 
in it. 

All creatures wait for Thee, that Thou wilt provide food in due 
season. Thou givest to them, they gather; Thou openest Thy 
hand, they are satisfied with food. Thou hidest Thy face, 
they are troubled; Thou takest away. their breath, they 
return to dust. 

Thou sendest forth Thy Spirit, they are created; and Thou renewest 
[each spring] the face of the ground. 

The glory of the Lord endures forever; the Lord rejoices in His 
works. 

I will sing unto the Lord as long as I live; I will praise my 
God while I have being. 

My meditation will be sweet: I will rejoice in the Lord. Praise 
ye the Lord. 
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LET ME BE YOUR MAN 

LIKE MOST people, as I grew up there were hopes and 
dreams: but unlike most, at age 17 a shattering accident 
resulted in neck-down paralysis. There has been an 
incredible specbum of physical, mental, emotionai and 
spiritual things to be met - a life to be rethought 
and somehow made to work in eveiyday ways. With about 
40 percent arm movement and zero hand use and most use 
of mind, ways have been devised to get on with living. 
What's happening now ls far different from the original 
hopes and dreams. When I asked Christ into my life one 
April morning, new awareness began. On a Januaiy 
night I gave God all I am, have, or will be, knowing there was 
little to give. Yet the Almighty was pleased to accept 
and opened out bright and beautiful new realms of life -
growing in the Spirit 

There have been some fierce wars since. A number of 
times massive Infections nearly killed the body. Weak 
and dazed, I've experienced the might and power of our 
Creator when the best of medical science said, "We 
can't make it; there's little hope." 

Not only did I live, but lives were touched for God's 
Homer Hugh Thomas, known as Bud, llues in his own home next to his par
ents in Brooksuille, Florida, where he carries on a ministry to young and old. 

by Bud Thomas 

glory - many before my eyes - with heart singing, "Thank 
You, Jesus. Praise You, Lord God!" 

Praise is the key: the offering, the sacrifice of praise, 
the prayer of praise, the thoughts of praise, the atmosphere 
of praise. "Lord, thank You for caring, for Your agape love, 
for Your Spirit guiding, lifting, sharing, enhancing our 
life, despite loss or pain, apparent limitation . . . giving 
hope, building trust." 

The "why" question persisted for a long time till I 
realized, "I don't need to know why. I can trust God." All 
does work together for good (Rom. 8:28). Mine not to 
question why; mine is to get up and tty! 

So we go on, growing, upgrading, climbing - always 
upward. The high country enhances vision. We can see 
farther after the storms or the dark times. Breathe deep the 
pure atmosphere, and inside we expand to new areas 
of peace and accomplishment of being: Day by day, hand ih 
hand we continue in prayer, "God, let me be Your man. 
Be through me for Your glory. Amen." 

At times it seems Impossible to get through things, but 
with praise and trust the walls come down, the 
mountains move, and the best ls coming - life, whole, 
complete, and entire, forever, with the Sonshine! 

GRANDPA WAS A WISE MAN 

I ADMIRED that man so much; he has played a very impor
tant role in my life. Grandpa was for me an ideal, a person 
after whom one could/ should pattern oneself. 

Most of all, I admired his brain, his intellect, his 
philosophical touch. When Grandpa answered a question or 
just talked, he thought first, very thoroughly, through his 
words. People listened to him voluntarily; he made an 
impression. I strive to possess his patience to reflect 
before speaking. 

Making music with Grandpa always made me neIVous, 
yet overjoyed. I considered it a privilege. Grandpa's music 
was not learned or artificial; it was one hundred percent 
from the heart. He was a born musician of the music of 
life and heaven with a down-to-earth quality. I hope to 
make music with the same love and warmth that Grandpa 
projected. 

Most interesting for me, in my college years, about 
Grandpa was his background. (You realize that one of my 

Archie Wilson's obituary appeared in The Wesleyan Advocate, May 4, 1981. 
This article was sent in by Jonathan s mother, Mrs. Clyda Wilson Hubbard. 
Jonathan has liued In West Germany for seueral years and last saw his 
grandfather two and a half years before his death. 

FEBRUARY 1, 1982 

by Jonathan Keith Hubbard 

first memories of Grandpa Wilson was when he was first 
going into retirement.) He was a man who had enjoyed our 
beautiful world in Its natural, unspotted state, who had 
worked hard in the forests and factories of the prospering 
U.S.A And as I heard of Grandpa's "wild" days and how 
Grandma tamed him, of his conversion to Christianity and 
settling down in Cadillac (Michigan), it fascinated me. 
But somehow the lumberjack/factory worker didn't fit in 
the picture for me with the philosopher/musician! Here was 
a man who had lived his life, had experienced various phases 
and who was leaving a lasting impression on his children, 
grandchildren, and, I'm sure, even on his great· 
grandchildren. 

Grandpa Wilson was a wise man with a touch of im
mortality; and as I began to realize that he, too, was flesh 
and blood and that his life was coming to an end, I couldn't 
handle it. I wasn't willing to accept his old age. I shut 
myself away from the reality of his mortality in my adolescent 
admiration. 

Grandpa Wilson will remain for me an ideal, a prophet 
of love and wisdom. I feel it has been a privilege to have 
known him and to have had close_ contact with him. 
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WESLEY ANS WITHOUT 
.AN ADVOCATE? 

by George E. Failing 

SUPPOSE that it became unfeasible to publish The Wesleyan Advocate? Un
feasible, that is, because it would be too costly to produce and mail? 

Please, this is no three-alann fire! This periodical is being published regu
larly, and many old and new subscribers tell us it is getting better. We can ab
sorb a bttle back-patting. But we're not foobng when we say that it's becoming 
costly to print and post our denominational magazine. 

Costs? The editorial office expense Increases by less than the inflation 
rate. But, as Publisher Richard J. Halt pointed out in his latest report, "Do
mestic postal costs have increased 60 percent and foreign postage 75 percent 
in the last two years,besides Increases in cost of paper and labor." We thought, 
by making eveiy possible saving, by increasing our subscription list, and by rais
ing the subscription price by $1.00 per year (beginning June 1, 1982), we 
could bve within our projections. · 

We were wrong. On January 4, 1982, our publisher received notice from 
the U.S. Postal SelVice that costs of mailing The Wesleyan Advocate ( at sec
ond-class rates by a nonprofit organization) would increase 75 percent effec
tive Januaiy 10, 1982. While postage on the 22,375 copies of The Advocate 
dated December 21, 1981, cost $1,047.85, the issue of January 18, 1982, cost 
$1,826.641 

The situation is not catastrophic, but it is alanning. What now? 
The Wesleyan Advocate will continue to be printed and malled. It will 

continue to be colorful, informative, and inspirational. But we must not oper
ate "business as usual" and make no efforts to maintain and improve our posi
tion. Here are a few suggestions. 

Arst, The Wesleyan Advocate is a "missionary" and needs to be sup
ported and sent, like other missionaries are. No missioflary pays his own sup
port; The Wesleyan Advocate has always had to be subsidized. The sugges
tion? This "missionary" needs your support. A sister periodical stated that it 
cost $75 per page, beyond subscription income, to produce and mail their 
magazine. Have you thought of sending a tax-deductible gift to help support 
our Advocate? Or of making The Advocate a beneficiary of your will? 

Second, we have now two reserve funds which may interest you and 
which really need your gifts. One is our Gift Subscription Fund. I wish you 
could read the letters - chiefly from retirees on fixed Income - that tell us, 
"I've taken The Advocate all my life, but now I simply can't afford it. I know 
you'll understand." Yes, we do. And thanks to several of our subscribers, we 
have a small fund now - but a fund that needs replenishing. Could you help 
us with a tax-deductible gift? 

The other reserve fund is for Graphics and Art. This fund makes it pos
sible for us to buy photos, buy new type, and some original art. Color, photos, 
and attractive artwork do invite the reader to read on - so this also is a good 
investment. The beautiful Souvenir type we now use was made possible by a 
$1,500 gift by a fine Christian who realized the value of easy-to-read type. So a 
gift to this fund would make the magazine more inviting to read. Does this ap
peal to you? 

If God prompts you to assist through one of these channels, please spec
ify clearly and make your check payable to The Wesleyan Advocate, P.O. Box 
2000, Marion, IN 46952. Your gift is tax-deductible and will be promptly ac
knowledged. 
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church being finnly roo.ted in the Pimvtlle area. In fact, Obed 
Mathebula, a layman in the Johannesburg area, has been 
named co-pastor, along with Matthews Maseko, another 
young executive. These two men moved in Immediately af
ter the Metro-Move seminar to begin services in the Pimvtlle 
Teachers' College. So, there's a functioning church there to
day. 
Swauger: A comer piece of property is already being re
quested by Missionary Oral Lehman, in hopes of approval 
from the local authorities for the construction of a Wesleyan 
church and parsonage. 

Failing: Will this be another church added to an already clut
tered ecclesiastical scene with many other denominations? 
Bray: In the Pimvtlle community, to our knowledge, there is 
no other evangelical church of any kind. 
Swauger: For years "they" said you can't start a church there. 
Our missionaries and nationals were utterly amazed to see 
God opening the door for us. 
Bray: I have to believe that this ls In response to the prayers 
of God's people. A church growth team went through there 
not long ago and sat~ this area was not open. 

Failing: I know all Wesleyans will rejoice - in fact, all Chris
tians will rejoice In this. Co~ld you tell us briefly about the 
experience among the Europeans there in South Africa? 
Swauger: We did meet likewise with the European leaders of 
The Wesleyan Church. The seminar was conducted in the 
Craighall Park Wesleyan Church with Brother Winston 
Callaghan, host pastor and district superintendent. Coming 
together were European pastors as well as the African pas
tors in the same study conference. When It came to the prac
ticum, European people went to a European area called 
Weltevreden Park where there are hundreds of residents in 
channing homes. These are executive people with one or 
two automobiles, terraced lawns, fountains, beautiful sur
roundings, and where there is almost no church of any kind. 

Failing: Are they open to the gospel? 
Swauger: Many "seem" satisfied with their money and lux
ury. Many of them are true to the Dutch Refonned Church. 
They say, "I'm not going to church right now. When I do, it 
will be when my church builds closer," or some such thing as 
that. Af the same time we found people who are hungry and 
who did express needs In their hearts. So we did find re
sponse - a different kind of response. We did not have the 
large numbers percentagewise. But the European leaders 
were encouraged and see this area as an open door. 
Failing: Is Weltevreden a suburb of Johannesburg? 
Swauger: Yes, It is adjacent to Johannesburg. 

Failing: When and where ls the next Metro-Move scheduled? 
Bray: We're planning to go to Haiti July 8-16, 1982. We'll be 
working with the national church and our missionaries un
der the leadership of James Vennllya. We're quite excited 
about this next outreach. 
Failing: One question that ls certain to be on the hearts of 
most of those who read this ls: How can Wesleyans partici
pate in the Metro-Move outreach? 
Swauger: There is no better way than to pray with faith and 
optimism, remembering not only the Metro-Move seminar 
but the follow-up, when those who participate in it are put
ting into action what they have prayed through during the 
seminar. 
Bray: In the five Metro-Move seminars we have had, it 
seemed that each one had a peculiar problem that seemed 
insunnountable. The church there had not been able to get 
over it; and as people around the world focused prayer on 
that problem and that particular place, in each instance the 
Lord has come in and broken down the barrier that has kept 
the church from growing and developing. I believe that spe
cific, focused prayer has tremendous ministry today. 
Failing: Thank you very much, gentlemen. We know how to 
pray better as a result of this conversation together. 

Does Our Pastoral Appointment System Work? 

H aving the utmost appreciation for 
the Wesleyan pastoral appoint

ment system, I am disappointed by 
comments I have heard in recent 
years. 

For example, a layman says, "I'm 
not happy with our present pastor's 
perfonnance; but if we vote him out, 
we might get someone worse." A pas
tor says, "I'm concerned that if I resign 

FEBRUARY 15, 1982 

by Jim Robbins 

this pastorate, I may get lost in the 
shuffle and not get a church next· 
time." 

A few years back I received five 100 
percent votes from five different 
churches in the spring shuffle - all of 
which I turned down after prayerful de
liberation. I was questioned by friends, 
family, and fellow pastors about how 
Spirit-led I was in these decisions. 

This year the church I presently pas
tor received a letter of resignation from 
their pastor of four years, whom they 
were happy with. They began the pain
ful process of finding the right man for 
them. This can be a tense time for pas
tors, laymen, and district superinten
dents. 

When I arrived for a trial sennon, 
several candidates had come· and 
gone, either rejecting the church's call 
or getting a poor vote. One man in the 
congregation later told me he had 

Nextpage 
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The second level on which we must 
apply this knowledge is the level of our 
ruling allegiance. At some point in our 
development we must come to a mo
ment of total and radical commitment 
to the will of Christ. The underlying 
allegiance which governs our lives 
must be wrenched free from a primary 
commitment and must focus on Christ. 

The question then is simply to know 
Christ's will, not whether to do it. This 
is not to say that we may never again 
have a contrary desire, but that our 
commitment to do His will should re
main steadfast. 

It is interesting to note that, in many 
cases where we have such a choice il
lustrated in the New Testament, it re-

volves around a concrete issue. The 
young man was called to leave his rich
es. The disciple was called to leave his 
father. The teacher was called to leave 
his security. Peter was called to leave 
his nets. Matthew left his tax-collec
tor' s stall. 

We simply cannot someday sit down 
and say, "Today I fix my allegiance on 
Christ," and expect that to end the 
matter. There will come a test. We will 
face the task of actually loosing our 
grasp from something we love. We will 
have to do it consciously and irre
vocably. But once we have done it, we 
will be liberated. 

Peter left his nets and with them his 
security and identity. He chose what 

must have seemed a madman's 
dream. Matthew left his money and his 
authority without promise of success or 
ease. 

No doubt many shook their heads 
at the irresponsibility of these mis
guided men. What a waste of talent 
and position to leave the family busi
ness, the place of authority and afflu
ence. 

But for Matthew and Peter, and for 
anyone who leaves all to follow Christ, 
it was and will be the beginning of free
dom. It ls the beginning of life. For 
what seemed to be security would have 
become a prison. And what appears to 
be a plunge in the dark will become a 
walk toward the sunrise. 1WA 

Before You Change Places 

Let your light so shine before men that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which Is In heaven (Matt. 5:16). 

D o you feel sometimes that your 
light has dulled? That, somehow, 

your good works are not being con
verted into praise to the Father? That 
even doing well with your family, at 
work, in church, among friends, or in 
school is becoming more difficult, al
most hopeless? 

You may be on the verge of con
cluding that you need a change - in 
jobs, in people with whom you asso
ciate, in settings, whether home, 
church, neighborhood, or school. But 
God may have other plans. He may 
want you in whatever situation you find 
yourself to learn that you can, as the 

Dennis Gladden Is a licensed local preacher with 
the Wesleyan church In Elllngt.on, Connecticut, 
and Is editor of a weekly newspaper In Vernon, 
Connecticut. 

MARCH 1, 1982 

by Dennis Gladden 

gospel song says, "Brighten the comer 
where you are." 

Changing people, not necessarily 
their environment, is a long-standing 
practice of God. The concept contra
dicts philosophies that prevail today, 
which insist that intensive ecology cam
paigns, bureaucratic environmental 
protection agencies, and massive 
doses of education are the antidotes to 
our society's ills. But God knows that 
the environment - even our every
day settings - is not our problem. 

Consider Adam and Eve. They had 
Eden. They could have had no better 
world. Yet they sinned. They tried to 
blame external forces, but the ques
tion still came, bluntly, very personally, 
"What have you done?" Sin's root was 
in their hearts, not their garden. 

As Jesus told the disciples, "What 
comes out of a man is what defiles a 

man. For from within, out of the heart 
of man, come evil thoughts, fornica
tion, theft, murder, adultery, coveting, 
wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, en
vy, slander, pride, foolishness. All these 
evil things come from within, and they 
defile a man" (Mark 7:20-23, RSV). 

If a change of place were our need, 
surely God would have concentrated 
on making the world, and not us, bet
ter. But He sent Christ into the world, 
first to redeem us and, later, at His sec
ond coming, to redeem creation itself. 
Christ's life and death epitomize God's 
desire to make us lights in the world, 
and not to remove us from it. 

See Jesus criticized by the scribes 
when He dines with Matthew the tax 
collector and his sinful friends. Does 
Jesus disassociate himself? He an
swers, "I came not to call the righ
teous, but sinners" (Mark 2:17). 

Hear Jesus on the eve of His cruel
Next page 
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How Are You Training Your Children1 

Perhaps the most precious joy of any 
life is to be a parent The Bible says, 

"Children are an heritage of the Lord." 
We busy our lives with building 

houses, jobs, careers, and reputations; 
but with the final years of mature liv
ing, jobs, careers, and houses fade In 
importance. What matters when we 
are old? Children! Whether the chil
dren are 6 or 60 ls not Important, but 
those children are terribly important. 
Life does "not consist of the things we 
possess," but is made meaningful or 
miserable by our relationships within 
our own families. 

When do meaningful relationships 
come to birth? At birth I Every child ls 
born with a capacity to love and be 
loved. Each little heart ls tender and 
compassionate, and each fertile mind 
is ready to receive our teachings. From 
the moment of birth what we are, what 
we say, and how we live ls printing in
delible attitudes in our children. 

"Train up a child in the way he 
should go. Even when he ls old, he will 
not depart from it" (Prov. 22:6, 
NASB). How do we "train" our chil
dren? 

Training involves work. An athlete 
trains for competition every day be
fore entering the contest. A soldier 
drills, exercises (trains), for months be
fore facing combat. An employer trains 
employees on the job, for the job. 
Training children ls an everyday task 
and a vitally important one. 

Let's look at some positive points to 
help us train our children: 

I. Notice your children. Children are 
little humans living in a world doml· 

Robert R. Lawrence fs pastor of the First Church 
of God, Pryor, Oklahoma. 
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by Robert R. Lawrence 

nated by larger humans. Just as adults 
have opinions, worries, joys, and trou
bles, so do children. Too often a child 
is passed over, his or her opinion ig
nored, and fears scoffed at 

An example is children who fear 
darkness. Many parents just say, 
"That's silly! Go to bed." Why not lie 
down with your child for a few min-

Every Christian parent 
has a homegrown 
mission field, namely, 
his or her own 
children. 

utes? Look together at the fearful 
shadows and figure out together what 
they really are. End the time with a 
hug, a kiss, and a prayer. Compassion 
for the fears and worries of childhood 
is part of good parenting. "Just as a fa
ther has compassion on his children, 
so the Lord has compassion on those 
who fear him" (Ps. 103:13, NASB). 

II. Make the Bible important. God's 
written Word reveals the path to the 
"Word Made Flesh." Each child should 
have a copy of Elsie Egermeier's Bible 
Story Book. Our morning begins with a 
Bible story. It ls a highlight of the day. 
And these words, which I am commanding 
you today, shall be on your heart; and you 
shall teach them diligently to your sons and 
shall talk of them when you sit In your 

house and when you walk by the way and 
when you lie down and when you rise up 
(Deut. 6:6-7). 

Why not buy your children Bible 
games available at most Bible book
stores? Why not teach crafts using 
scripture verses? Why not get into a 
scripture memory program? David 
said, "Thy word have I hid in my 
heart," and that Word gives purpose to 
any heart, including the heart of a 
child. 

Ill. Encourage your children. Help 
them to look back and remember a 
Sunday school teacher, a pastor, or a 
Christian friend who shared an up
beat, encouraging, heart-lifting word at 
the right minute. 

Not long ago I did some counseling 
with a man about 30 years old. He 
could not keep a job and had little 
ambition. What kept him from having 
normal fulfllllng concerns to earn a liv
ing? Why was he socially dependent? 
Why was he defeated? 

The answer lies in his childhood and 
youth. He was told he was "dumb," 
"lazy," and "would never amount to 
anything." Life ls discouraging enough 
for children without discouraging 
words from parents! Use encouraging 
words like "useful," "helpful," "a bless
ing," "lntelllgent." 

IV. Dare to discipline. God says, 
"Foolishness ls bound up in the heart 
of a child; the rod of discipline will re
move it far from him" (Prov. 22:15). 
Notice that yelling, screaming, and 
empty threats are not recommended. 
However, the paddle (sometimes 
called the board of education applied 
to the seat of learning) ls called the 
"rod of discipline." 

How do children come to under· 
stand that wrong brings punishment 
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CJ'he Tattered Clipping 

The old clipping from The Wesleyan 
Advocate has begun to yellow. Its 

edges are bent and tattered. For more 
than a dozen years it has marked a 
precious place in my Bible, and it has 
been read and reread until I can al
most quote it from memory. 

No, it is not a great sermon or a 
deep doctrinal discourse. It is just a 
short article entitled "Beyond Our 
Reach?" by Robert McIntyre. I have of
ten wondered if he might have written 
it when his own children left the shel
ter of a Christian home and went out 
into the world on their own. I clipped it 
from the March 9, 1970 Advocate 
when my oldest son left home and de
parted from the training of a Chris
tian home and from The Wesleyan 
Church. 

Bessie Winterberg ls a member of the Beulah 
Wesleyan Church in Gillingham, Wisconsin. 

by Bessie Jones \.Vinterberg 

The words of the article that in
spired me most and which have been 
my comfort and support during the 
long years that followed are these: 

The doors of the home swing outward 
. . . a tremulous inner voice says, . . . 
'Have I done all I could? If I have not until 
now, it is too late to do it now. He Is be
yond my reach.' . . . 

Beyond your reach? All you can do now 
is hope and pray and trust. Isn't it strange, 
when we come right to the issue, how slow 
we are to recognize that when he is in the 
hands of the Holy Spirit, he is In more ca
pable hands than ours? 

Beyond your reach, but Is he? He is not 
beyond the reach of your prayers. . . . he Is 
as near as a prayer. Your bedside or church 
pew takes you there, and God's Spirit does 
what even you could not do with your own 
presence. Your prayers can do what you 
could not. 

I clung to those words when my son 

fell farther and farther away from God 
- first into the spirit of rebellion, the 
alcohol and drugs that swayed the 
young people of the late '60s, then Into 
a tempestuous teenage marriage, fol
lowed by a near fatal accident, months 
of hospitalization and recovery, a tragic 
divorce, and further involvement ln all 
the temptations of sin. It seemed that 
he was compelled to experiment with 
everything the world had to offer. 

Many times I would take out the 
clipping and reread these words: 

He is not beyond the reach of your ear
lier commitments. Didn't you place him In 
the minister's anns, giving him to the Lord? 
In your heart doesn't he still remain there? 
Don't you remind God of this commit
ment? . . . . If you gave him to God, trust 
God to preseroe what is His/ 

He Is not beyond the reach of early In
struction and training. Can Bible verses be 
forgotten? . . . . Can years of regularity in 

He had no off ring In his hands 
To bring unto the Lord. 

Nothing to give? Well, so It seemed; 
But for such Christ had come

Souls to redeem, and on this cross 
Beside Him there was one. 

EMPIY 

HANDS 

8 (108) 

In fact, he neither hand could move; 
He only spoke the word 
Of his repentant attitude 
Unto the suffring Lord. 

"Remember mel" Not much to say. 
Condemned - he was a thief, 

And he could do not one good deed 
Or come to Christ's reUef. 

'Twas so one-sided, 
Asking all 
And giving naught In tum; 

But somehow hanging there - so lost, 
His spirit could discern 
That mercy was a total thing, 
A gift no one could earn. 

Those empty hands, 
Pierced like Hts own, 
Another suffring son 
Was first to make 

Redemptive claim 
To what His cross had won. 

Was that a smile, despite the pain, 
That crossed the Savior's face? 

A satisfaction - of a sort -
Discerning eyes could trace? 

''Remember me." Well, sure, He would, 
But not Just as a thief -

A harvest - In the nick of time -
From cross of wood, a sheaf! 

-Marshall Robbins, Leesburg, Ohio 

THE WESLEYAN ADVOCATE 



















































lRE EDITOR SUGGESf S ... 
Frequently the Editor will share his recommendations in a review/ digest 
of a current book which would be particularly helpful to some of our 
readers. 

The Christian College and Community 
Standards, edited by Charles E. 
Massey, Houghton College Press, 
Houghton, New York, 1981; 79 pp.; 
$2.00 (paper). 

Subtitled "Beginning Dialogue In 
Search of Understanding," this 79-
page paperback book does not solve 
the college rules question once and for 
all. It does offer some thought-provok
ing articles by Wesleyan scholars that 
should provide a basis for discussion 
and better understanding of the prc>b· 
lems involved In developing standards 
for the Christian college community. 

Section one ls philosophical, first 

examining the paradox of the Chris
tian absolutes and the freedom and In· 
tellectual seeking of the liberal arts 
education. Next, attitudes are ex
plored, with a consideration of their 
power to shape behavior. Anally, the 
need for Christian students to develop 
a social consciousness ls taken up, with 
the author focusing on world hunger, 
materialism, life-style, and natural re
sources. 

In the second section are four chap
ters dealing with four subjects which 
crop up rather frequently In the rule 
books of Christian schools: sex, drink
ing of alcoholic beverages, gambling, 

THE QUESTION CORNER 
What was the principal point of Je
sus' prophecy, "There shall not be 
left here one stone upon another" 
(Matt. 24:2)? 

Matthew 24 and its synoptic 
parallels (Mark 13 and Luke 21) in 
many respects present some of the 
most difficult problems In the 
Gospel records. But note the con
text: Jesus knew His death was near. 
The moral and religious condition 
of the Jewish people (nation) was so 
bad that disaster and utter ruin were 
inevitable. After His decease, Jesus 
also knew the disciples were to 
witness the end of the old Judalstic 
system and were to become the 
heralds of the new Christian faith. 

With such Impending crisis and 
doom, the mood of Jesus, as with all 
true predictive prophecy, was moral 
and ethical. Although His state
ment may be taken with utmost 
literal, prophetic accuracy (It ls re
corded by Josephus that the armies 

of Titus even dug the stones to the 
level of foundation ground when 
the Temple was destroyed In AD. 
70), it ls the principal point of Christ 
to forewarn and thus fortify the dis
ciples and others of that generation 
against the coming trial. 

However magnificent the build
ings and works of man's hands may 
be, all material things in any age are 
poor substitutes for spiritual and 
ethical understanding or prepara· 
tion. 

Why are the responses to questions 
raised in your new feature so In
definite and seem to sidestep the Is
sues? Should we not be decisive 
and willing to take a position? 

I appreciate your concern, and I 
agree that we must be ready to take 
a decisive position when moral or 
ethical issues are involved. As much 
as we may like a yes or no, a right or 
wrong response, much of life ls not 

Dr. Caldwell Is professor of re/lgton at Marlon College, Marton, Indiana. 
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and dance. These articles go a long 
way toward helping Christians under· 
stand the "why" behind certain pro
hibitions. 

In a final section the editor, Charles 
Massey, discusses four essential char
acteristics of a "just developmental 
community'': participation, commu
nity emphasis In behalf of the value of 
the individual, status residing In per
sons, and a sense of Interdependence 
and mutuality. 

In spite of the small print and unfor
tunate numerous typographical errors, 
this book should prove valuable to pas· 
tors and youth leaders In local church
es as well as to staff and students on 
Christian college campuses. A copy 
may be secured for $2.00 plus post· 
age by writing to Dr. Charles Massey, 
Houghton College Buffalo Suburban 
Campus, 910 Union Road, West 
Seneca, New York 14224. 

by Wayne E. Caldwell 

like that. The Bible ls not so much a 
book of rules as it ls a handbook of 
principles that must be applied to 
life under the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit. 

The "both/and" principle shows 
through in the texture of life as well 
as in the text itself. Thus, the Bible ls 
not only a divinely authored Book; It 
is also a humanly written Book. The 
poverty of "neither/nor" and the 
not-much-better "either/ or" con
cepts must be compared to the 
"both/and" principle. 

This principle ls shown In the fol
lowing: Jew and Gentile, East and 
West, seedtlme and harvest, work 
and play, farm and city, faith and 
reason. 

Many errors have haunted Chris· 
tians because they have assumed It 
was necessary to Insist on 
"neither/nor" or "either/or'' rather 
than to see the larger perspective. 

Mail your question. about the Bible or Chris
tian living to: Question Comer, The Wes· 
leyan Advocate, Box 2000, Marton, Indiana 
46952 
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AFTER THE FUNERAL 

"IF I'D known how hard it is after a 
death, I'd have been kinder to you af
ter your father died," I told my sister-in
law. 

Diane smiled and said, "It's still 
hard. I miss my dad a lot." 

"It's been very difficult since my 
mother died. The shock is wearing off 
and reality hits hard. It tears me apart 
to sort through her clothes and pos
sessions. It seems like I have to talk 
with her. Just yesterday she received a 
letter from a friend in Arizona. Now I'll 
have to write Marion and tell her Moth
er died. 

"I've learned how much food is ap
preciated after the funeral. I have al
ways sent food at the time of the death 
- never after. Now I will. Our minis
ter's wife fixed the best casserole. I put 
it in the oven after work, and by the 
time I read the sympathy cards, it was 
ready. Another friend gave us home
made sugar cookies." 

Betty Lundberg liues in Olean, New York. 

by Betty Lundberg 

"You have lots of friends, Betty," 
Diane said. 

"My friends are the greatest! Doris 
surprised me with pink roses. They 
were between the doors when I got 
home Monday. Her note said that they 
were for me, and that I was poised and 
radiant at the funeral home. I put them 
on the dining room table and thanked 
God for His help those difficult days. 

"I've learned how much phone calls 
mean. A friend called and said, 'Betty, 
I'm praying for you. God will give you 
strength for each task.' I know the giant 
task of emptying her house is ahead. I 
think of that phone call often. God ls 
giving me strength." 

"Thinking of you" cards lift sagging 
spirits. My friend Nancy has sent sev
eral. 

Close friends invited us for dinner 
the Sunday after her funeral and lis· 
tened all afternoon. The next week an
other couple invited us to their home 
for supper and to prayer group. A 
church family had us in for blueberry 
pie after church Sunday night. 

Lunch with Fern, a childhood 
friend, was a special treat. We shared 
memories of growing-up days. 

Lois and I drank coffee and talked 
one afternoon. She has lost both par
ents and understands loss. 

Pauline, Mother's public health 
nurse, and I had lunch and talked 
about Mother's last days. She said, 
"You couldn't have done more for 
your mother. The day before she died I 
was there when you drove home on 
your noon hour. She knew how much 
you loved her." I felt my best was in
adequate and welcomed her ap
proval. 

As I told Diane, I've been t}:lere and 
now I know. The first weeks after the 
funeral are the "pits." Ufe is heaviness 
and hollowness. It is tears that don't 
come and tears that don't stop. I 
dream of finding her dead and "hear" 
her calling me. I am overwhelmed with 
aloneness. There are piles of thank
you notes to write, dishes to return, 
and endless forms to complete. I am 
exhausted and drained. 

Now I know that caring at the time is 
not enough. From now on I'll send a 
card or take a casserole two weeks af
ter the funeral. I will take time for lunch 
and dinner with the sorrowing. I'll send 
notes to let those who mourn know I 
am praying for them. 

Do something after the funeral. 
Continue to care! 1WA 

Lam enjoying old age. 
Here is my philosophy: 

If we do not find qld age good, . 

: OLD.AGE· 

APRIL 19, 1982 

The Lord ordained old age. 
He ~rdained the aging process, . 

and since He. ·never ordained anything 
. 'bad for US, old age J,as to be good. 

The aches, pains,· .and weaknesses are the 
rough human· boards on the .front porch 
of heaven. 

it is because of lifelong mental, 
emotional, and spiritual attitudes 
and habits of thought. . 
I plan to be cheerful ·10 my last day. 

, ~he day after· that I expect to be 
singing Hallelujah I 

-Ethelyn A. Shattuck 
Nawberg, Oregon 
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Guest Editorial 

IS THE TIDE OF REVIVAL OUT? 
"IMAGINE YOURSELVES to be on the beach when the tide ls out There are 
ugly and jagged rocks; here and there pools of water left behind by the 
distant sea; and all over the stretches of sand lie creatures which have 
been left stranded, half-dead, abandoned. What you are looking at ls a 
picture of the present condition of the churches of Europe," said the presi
dent of the European Evangelical Alliance ln the closing session of Its 
conference at Haamstede, Holland, September 25, 1981. 

He went on to explain this analogy. "The rocks are the ugly evidences 
of disunity and contention; the stranded creatures are those hapless men 
and women who are left half-d~d or dying ln a secular culture; the pools 
are those churches and fellowships where there ls some measure of spiritual 
life, and where a privileged few swim happily In their proper environment, 
hardly aware of the desperate emptiness around them." 

Morgan Derham then took his word-picture a stage further. ''What do we 
see happening?" he asked the conference, which had been made up of 
representatives from every Western European country as well as from East 
Gennany, Czechoslovakia, and Hungary. "Many people are busy trying 
to do something about the problems. Some have brought hammers and 
chisels and are chipping away at the rocks, trying to make them look less 
ugly. Another group ls drawing a map of the beach, showing exactly 
where the pools are, how many fish are ln them, and where the stranded 
sea-creatures Ile. 

"A few people are wandering around, picking up the odd stranded 
starfish and throwing them into the pools; but they barely touch the fringe of 
the need. Another group ls busy with buckets, taking water out of the 
bigger pools and putting It into the smaller ones. Then we hear a great 
noise, and along comes another group, singing happy songs as they 
drive up in their fire engine. They run a hose down to the sea and begin 
to pump water into a few of the smaller pools as well as on to the 
drying sand. 'We have the answerr they say. 'At least we are doing 
something.' 

"But the tide remains out; the rocks still stand out In their ugliness; 
the beach is still barren. The efforts of the various groups make hardly 
any difference except that those who are busy feel good about what they are 
doing. In the pools the fortunate few swim contentedly. If you_ suggest 
that something ls missing, they respond with 'Tide? What tide? We are quite 
content We never so much as heard whether there be such a thing as tide. 
The pumps will keep us going.' 

"And then, some days later, you go back to the beach," went on Mr. 
Derham. "The scene ls transfonnecl. The ugly rocks are nowhere to 
be seen; no stranded creatures lie on the empty sands; Instead of a few 
scattered pools there ls water everywhere. The tide has come in, 
and all ls life and well-being. That ls the difference between historic revival 
and the various 'movements' and frantic activism which make up the 
modem evangelical scene, and the tragedy ls that for many of us our little 
'pool' is all that we know and all that we expect. . 

"We called this conference on revival In order to enlarge the horizons 
and awaken the expectations of European evangelicals. There is more 
-much more - to be experienced than any of us have known. The tide 
ls out - but It may well come In." - Adapted from European Evangelical Alliance 
and reprinted In Perception, January 1982, a Theological Forum for Evangelical 
Churches In Africa. 
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THAT WEEK WITH GOD 

experience. Traditional terminology 
was noticeably absent. Such great 
hymns as "When I Survey the Won
drous Cross," "Crown Him with M«;my 
Crowns," "There Is a Fountain Ailed 
with Blood," and "Just As I Am" 
pushed , modem gospel songs out. 
Above all, the name of Jesus Christ 
was exalted. "All Hail the Power of 
Jesus' Name" - all five stanzas of it -
rang out again and again. 

What God did in Houghton in one 
week, October 21-28, 1951, ls 

astounding. A very high percentage of 
the students were saved or spiritually 
renewed. Numbers of the faculty and 
staff were transformed from routine 
believers to radiant ones, deeply con
cerned for the salvation of others. 

The revival broke at the end of two 
weeks of evangelistic services. On Sat
urday evening a sub-dormitory of 14 
girls was transformed. They carried 
their joy and burden to the main dor
mitory, where in a prayer meeting 
which continued well past midnight, 
many were saved or renewed. On Sun
day evening a newly saved boy and 
others in his rooming house moved 
their prayer meeting to the church for 
lack of room. 

Then the revival really broke. Be
tween 10:30 p.m. and 5:30 a.m. there 
was a continuous altar service, for the 
boys went out and with urgency 
brought in friends and roommates. 
Those in tum, now saved or renewed, 
"compelled" still others to come In. 
Routed out of bed, bleary-eyed and 
amazed, they came to the church, felt 
the compulsion of the Holy Spirit, re
pented, prayed, and were saved or re
newed. 

Around midnight the college girls 
joined In. Then faculty and townspeo
ple came until through the night 500 
persons had been present. Prayer, 
praise, testimony, scripture, and seek
ing the Lord all intermingled to pro
vide a glorious time of salvation and re
joicing. Those present affirmed the ex
traordinary quietness of it all and the 
sense of joy and awe everywhere. 

"When the fello\NS came after me," 
one student testified, "I didn't want to 
go to church, but I hadn't been Inside 
five minutes before I knew I had to do 
something about my sins." 

Josephine C. Rickard, Ph.D. and professor of 
English at Houghton College for many years, 
now lives In High Poln~ North Carolina. 

MAY 3, 1982 

by Josephine G. Rickard 

The week's chapels, including one 
that was spontaneous and unsched
uled, and the Founders' Day convoca
tion extended themselves most of each 
morning to make room for praise and 
for prayer and for salvation and the 
fullness of the Spirit. Evening services 
had to be held in order that those who 
wanted to testify might have the oppor
tunity. 

God used large numbers of persons 
as channels of His Spirit, but no one 
outstanding person. That revival can 
be connected with no name but the 
name of Christ. And perfect simplicity 
prevailed. Evangelistic entertainment 
features would have seemed like put
ting on one's shoes while still on holy 
ground. Singing was mostly sponta
neous. Special music was presented 
only occasionally and then as a testi
mony. 

Virtually no preaching could be 
done. Prepared speeches seemed al
most inappropriate. The words that 
counted seemed to be those under the 
direct and immediate inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit. Public confessions were at 
a minimum. They were mostly made to 
persons involved and the conse
quences taken. Many a student said to 
a teacher, "My grade should be re
duced because I cheated." 

Words used in testimonies were 
those of scripture or those born of new 

Some outstanding characteristics of 
the revival may be mentioned: 

1. Not only the forgiveness of God 
but the forgiveness of others sought 
and restitution made. 

2. Blessed realization that sin ls 
gone. "I bear it no more." 

3. Barriers broken; obvious love for 
fellow students - and even for the fac
ulty, including the dean of men and 
the dean of women. 

4. Spontaneity. 
5. Irrepressible desire to praise the 

Lord. 
6. The glow of God on human 

faces. 
7. Pervasive prayer. 
8. Obliteration of denominational 

lines. 
9. No sense of strain; only rest and 

joy in the Lord. 
10. Propulsion outward to spread 

the joy of the great salvation message 
to every reachable church. 

They went - up to 125 miles. They 
came, especially ministers. Revivals 
broke out. Three weeks later Jim Vaus 
- brains for criminals, but turned 
evangelist - directed: "Hear the 
Word, read it, study it, memorize it, 
meditate upon it. If you don't, in two 
months you will need another re
vival." lWA 

YOA Ministry Grew Out of 1951 Houghton Revival 

Under the leadership of Dr. George Wel_ls since Its beginnings after the 
revival of 1951, Youth in One Accord (YOA) has grown from an ad hoc 
group of "students selected weekly for their vital testimonies" to an orga
nized, trained team whose ministries of "revival in the Christian church" now 
cany them 18,000 miles a year. 

Since the extension ministry was formalized In 1953, outreach has ex
panded to include vacation Bible schools, Sunday school training seminars, 
and mission trips. Usually six members strong, it remains conservative and re
sistant to "cycles of student pressure to go toward rock arrangements." Dr. 
Wells presents the spoken word. He finds that few people today are pre
pared to project vocally without microphones, but YOA has shunned am
plification. - from Houghton Mllleu, January 1981 





This is the kind of conquest that 
makes conquerors out of ordinary 
Christians. Young people thrive on it. 
Jesus outlined iri that first chapter the 
disciples were to be His witnesses. The 
spirit of their witness was to be that of 

I found the secret of 

Jesus, the source of their witness was 
the power of the Holy Spirit, the scope 
of their witness the whole world (Acts 
1:8). 

The cities of America are hosting 
new arrivals from all comers of the 

A SPIRIT-FILLED LIFE 

PART ONE 

True companionship is one of life's 
sweetest realities. 

A companion is one who is closer 
than a friend or an associate. At its 
root, the word companion implies the 
sharing of one,s bread with another, 
thus signifying the unselfish, unre
served sharing of life and livelihood, 
each for the welfare of the other. 

Said the Lord Jesus, "Lo, I am with 
you all the days, even unto the end of 
the age"! To realize His presence with 
us on life's pathway, to know that He 
shares our joys and our sorrows, and 
to be confident that He is able to sup
ply all of our need, creates a quietness 
and confidence of spirit that are indis
pensable for the Spirit-filled life. 

The life of companionship with the 
Lord Jesus was taught to me in many 
ways, but especially as a result of three 
crises. The first awareness of His pres
ence came quite early in my Christian 
experience during my soldiering days 
in World War I. 

Following the Armistice of No
vember 11, 1918, my outfit, the Arst 
Division, and other American units 
moved eastward across the remain
der of France, through Luxembourg 
and Belgium, into the Rhineland of 
Germany. Those were days of long 

V. Raymond Edman (1900-1967), ml~lona,y, 
pastor, college professor, and author, was presi
dent of Wheaton College from 1941-1965. 
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by V. Raymond Edman 

marches in rain, mud, and snow. The 
wagon trains could not keep pace with 
the infantry, and food supplies ran 
short. 

By the time we crossed the Rhine 
River into the rugged hills of West
phalia to set up the Coblenz bridge
head, I was utterly exhausted and ill. A
nally we reached our destination and 
were billeted in a ramshackle, unheat
ed building that had housed Russian 
prisoners. The weather turned bitterly 
cold, the snow was deep; and miser· 
able as our quarters were, we were 
glad to return to them at the end of 
each day's maneuvers - forced 
marches, at least for a time, were over. 

But one noon just before Christ
mas, a runner from battalion head
quarters came with a request to the 
Rrst Sergeant that he transfer five men 
at once to C Company. We were with 
B Company of the 28th Infantry. None 
of us knew where C Company was lo
cated, and no one wanted to find out. I 
tried to be inconspicuous; but the ser· 
geant was as contrary as all are who 
carry three chevrons on their sleeves, 
for he barked out: "Edman, you're in 
charge of this detail!" Four men were 
assigned to me, and the orders were to 
go at once. 

While the others began to roll their 
few belongings into their packs, I 
slipped into an adjacent room, just a 
tiny little place that had been a sort of 
tavern when used by the Russians. 
There alone I knelt by one of the 
benches to pray, saying: "Lord, I can-

globe, while still out there half of the 
4.8 billion has yet to hear its first gos
pel sermon. Luke says there are no 
boundaries. In his writings, the Spirit 
urges Christians to take the gospel to 
them all. 1WA 

not go. I am so ill, so worn, with such a 
sore throat and fever that I cannot go. 
And I do not know how far away C 
Company may be stationed!" 

Then for the first time in my Chris
tian life, as a young believer in the Lord 
Jesus, I was aware of a Presence be
side me; nothing I could see with outer 
eye or touch with hand; and yet I knew 
He was there and that He said to me, 
"I will go with you." 

I arose and with the strength and in
definable calmness that had come 
from that Presence, I shouldered my 
pack, took my little detail, got my direc
tions to C Company from the Ser
geant Major at battalion headquarters, 
and all that afternoon we trudged on
ward through deep snow. 

By nightfall we were in the village of 
Boden and billeted in a home, not a 
prison barracks. The good mother in 
the home noticed that I was ill and in
sisted that I sleep in a featherbed up
stairs rather than in the unheated 
room assigned to us soldiers. A feath
erbed, and a mother's care, and most 
of all the inward assurance that the 
Lord Jesus by His Spirit was with me! 

The second major crisis came five 
years later. By then college days had 
been completed and, with my bride, 
delightful missionary service in the 
high Andes of Ecuador had begun. We 
had been married a little over a year 
when I was stricken with typhus fever 
and given up to die. I knew I was dy
ing. 

How can a person know he is dy
ing? He has never felt that way before, 
nor has anyone from the point-of-no
retum come back to tell of his experi
ence. Nevertheless, I knew I was dying. 

I was entirely unaware of the imme
diate. I did not remember that a few 
days before I had been in little aborig

Next page 
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THE ALTAR SERVICE IASTED lWO AND A HALF HOURS 

by 0. Dean Watson 

IN PIERRE, South Dakota, for several months previous to 
the scheduled revival services of March 19-28, 1954, with 
Evangelist S. J. McIntyre, a little handful of believing people, 
together with my wife and me, beseeched the Lord that He 
would visit the church and community with a real, old-fash
ioned revival. 

The evangelist came, and God's anointing and bless
ing was on him as he faithfully delivered his soul. The crowds 
from the first Friday night of meeting through the following 
Thursday night were comparatively small. On Thursday 
night there were perhaps 15 people in attendance. Brother 
McIntyre preached, several came to the altar for help, and it 
was while the seekers were praying and asking for help that 
the Holy Spirit came. There was shouting, praising, and 
"praying through." This continued for over two and one-half 
hours. 

In the congregation on this particular night was a young 
German boy who had only attended church a few times in 
his life (three times while in Germany under Hitler's regime, 
and a couple of times in America). When the Holy Spirit 
came, this boy literally fell to his knees without any persua
sion and was marvelously converted. God's presence and 
glory was so real to him that he walked to the front of the 
church where a lighted religious picture was hanging and 
switched this picture off and on. He said, "The light is so 
bright, I didn't think the picture was even on." People's faces 
literally shone with His radiance. 

From that Thursday night on, the people came and the 
attendance grew. Every service was blessed and owned of 
God, and people came for help. On the last Sunday mom-

ing several young people came, some of whom did not even 
know how to pray a prayer of forgiveness and confession; 
but they repeated a prayer after the evangelist and God met 
their needs. Sunday night found the little church nearly 
packed. God came in a wonderful way in the saving of sev
eral more young people and in cleansing power for others. 

The testimony service that followed was blessed. One 
man rose to his feet and told how God had delivered him 
from the tobacco and drink habits. After several had testi
fied, a little girl of nine years stood to her feet and like a lit
eral prophetess witnessed to a definite experience of salva
tion in her life, of a call to the mission field, and a real bur
den for her unsaved father. It was a heavenly scene as the 
entire congregation joined hands at the close of the service 
and sang, "Blest Be the Tie That Binds." 

The pastor announced a prayer meeting of thanksgiv
ing for God's visitation on the following Thursday night. In
stead of the usual eight or nine, this night found 30 people 
voicing testimonies of praise and breathing prayers of 
thanksgiving for God's mighty power to change lives. 

On the following Sunday the revival fires were still burn
ing brightly. Pastor and people had new vision and "wher
ever they go they witness"! People were saved In their homes 
as the pastor called on them, and three young people who 
knew nothing about spiritual things came to the pastor and 
asked how they could be saved. · 

We are convinced that the Holy Spirit has no stereo
typed manner in which He comes. He came to Pierre in con
victing power, in melting, and as a purging, purifying flame. 

0. Dean Watson is superintendent of the Dakota District. 

REVIVAL CAME IN THE FIFTH WEEK 

by Dayton A. Manker 

PENTECOSTAL outpourings such as holiness people used 
to experience are now rather scarce. One recalls certain re
vivals at Asbury and Houghton not many years ago. Local 
churches, on occasion, would experience great movings of 
the Spirit. We have many such In our store of cherished 
memories. On one such occasion a little girl, with tears 
streaming down her face, looked up at her mother in the 
s2at beside her and said, "Mother, this ls wonderful, isn't it?" 
At that time and place (Miltonvale College) it was common 
for most everyone to profess renewal. 
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We lift from the past our experiences at Coldwater, 
Michigan. Going there by direct leadings from the Lord, af
ter the committee had decided to close the work there, we 
found some old pilgrims and began preaching revival to 
them, doing carpentry work for a living. After a few months 
we called an evangelist who labored faithfully with my eight 
to twelve people for nearly four weeks. 

After that much time invested, along with days of fast
ing and prayer, we felt nudged forward into "going on with 
the meeting"! We did, and during the fifth week there came a 
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"break." (That's what we used to say when a revival atmo
sphere really developed.) During the sixth week there was a 
full house, around 300 in attendance some nights. Many 
seekers "came forward." 

The revival atmosphere continued for many months. 
One of the new converts, George Smith, used to say con
cerning the Sunday night service, "We fellows will round 'em 
up and bring 'em in. You shoot 'em!" They did. We did. 
George Smith and Hany Cole became outstanding minis
ters themselves later on. Jim Campbell became an effective 
"local preacher." The pastor never did ask for his former job 
back as a carpenter. 

Our present-day methods are different. They do in
deed produce good fruit and develop good Christians. So 
this writer stands a bit bewildered. We are not at all inclined 
to deprecate the new, but we do hurt a little when someone 
speaks disdainfully of the old. I guess the Lord of the harvest 
has the right to anything He wants, from a sickle to a com
bine. We have mentioned the old, as the 1V ad says, "be
cause "We thought you would like to know." The new is 
good, but some of us may be pardoned if we chance to feel 
that the old was very good. 

Dayton A. Manker, Hillsboro, Wisconsin, now retired, has been a pastor, 
evangelist, district superintendent, and is the author of several books. 

THE WHOLE CONGREGATION WAS AT THE ALTAR 
by James R. Chrispell 

IN AN early pastorate I was assigned to a small congrega
tion that consisted mostly of farm families that were strug
gling through the economic conditions of the early '30s. 
Money was scarce, the church roof leaked, the preceding 
year's coal bill was still unpaid, and the parsonage was with
out electricity and water (except for a cistern). 

The small congregation was steady in attendance, but 
apathetic to my efforts to restore hope. One Sunday morn
ing at the close of the service, I asked everyone who was in
terested in revival to stay for a season of prayer around the 
altar with me. I left the platform and knelt and prayed with 
much earnestness for God to give us a real revival. In my 
youthful zeal I pied with God rather loudly and long. When 
finally through and waiting for someone else to pray, I was 
assailed by total silence. Looking around, I found I was all 
alone. No one else was in the church. Suddenly, discourage
ment, frustration, and a feeling of loneliness hit me. 

Crossing over to the parsonage where wife was prepar
ing the noon meal, I cried. I couldn't eat the meal prepared; 
instead, I went to my room and wept. A friend came in the 
afternoon, and I told him that I was pastoring a people that 
didn't want revival. Together we prayed until the bell rang for 
the evening service. 

Suddenly it dawned on me that I was unprepared to 
preach, for I felt drained and discouraged. We started for the 
church, and a strange sight met our eyes. Cars were lining 
both sides of the country road, the parking lot was filled, and 
we could hardly enter the little church for the press of peo
ple. Many were total strangers, and children were being seat
ed on the platform. Not knowing how to proceed, and know
ing I had nothing to say, I called on my friend to lead the 
song service. While he was leading the service, I prayed for 
inspiration to preach. It didn't come. We went to prayer. 
Then while in prayer, God came. People began to cry for for
giveness and help. We were too crowded to have an altar 
service, and the whole congregation knelt and wept before 
God. 

After what seemed constant humblings and groanings 
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interspersed with pleadings for mercy, God began giving real 
assurances of blessing. Men straightened relations with their 
neighbors; children and parents were reconciled. 

It didn't stop with the service of that night. Storekeep
ers told of debts of long standing that were paid. Many let
ters of apology were received by people who had been gos
siped about. People came to the parsonage to pray. One 
woman came at midnight, bringing her little girl who couldn't 
sleep because she was under conviction. People came and 
testified to praying through in the barn and in the fields. 

A man who couldn't speak good English (he was of 
Dutch descent and attended a Calvinistic church) told me he 
had been unable to eat or sleep for several days. He had fi
nally gone to his dominie (pastor), who, unable to under
stand his predicament and conviction, told him to go to the 
Wesleyan preacher. He came, and after telling him the won
derful way of salvation, I asked him if he would pray for God 
to save him. He said he surely would, but couldn't pray in En
glish. I told him God understood Dutch. Well, he prayed in 
Dutch and I in English, and God gave him a maIVelous expe
rience of grace. 

Men were saved on the way to the mill, and at the mill. 
People who had never darkened a church door were healed 
of sickness and came to church. I haven't room to tell you of 
the many special results of that revival, but it wasn't an over
night experience. We baptized 31 converts and almost dou
bled the membership of that little church. 

This revival opened the door to definite preaching on 
holiness with marvelous results. llthing was embraced, bills 
were paid, the church was roofed, and the parsonage im
proved. Tent meetings were conducted that summer with 
the youth furnishing the music and doing the work. Many 
were the souls who were saved. 

In the years that have followed, the scenes from that 
early revival have made me aware of His power to break 
through human barriers and to strengthen human weak
nesses to manifest His love for the souls of men. 

James R. Chrlspe/1 is a general evangelist In The Wesleyan Church. 
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Joan Kinde, missionary to Sierra Leone, sent to the Editor this exchange of opinions 
which appeared in the February 1982 Minnesota West Point Parents' Club Newsletter. 
The article "All Sons Are Precious Human Beings" was published in the October Catholic Bulletin. 

l 1ans as l,aldiers? 
All Sons Are Precious Hu man Beings 

WHEN the reality of a draft registra
tion requirement for my soon-to-be 18-
year-old son pressed itself into my 
mind, my heart, and my whole being, I 
felt overcome with powerlessness and 
anguish. What kind of madness had 
driven human beings once again to 
consider the bestial act of war? Where 
had I been that I had not heard the 
clamor for death and destruction? 

But the summons was growing 
louder. It was coming to our house, to 
our young son, to our older brother, to 
our younger brother. A summons that 
demanded his life. A summons that 
would demand that he destroy other 
lives. Who was demanding his life of 
him? Even his God did not do that. His 
God never coerced but simply Invited, 
"Come, follow me." 

THERE are many profound state
ments in Mary Eoloffs article, but, un
fortunately, the world in which we live 
will not allow us to follow her philos
ophy. If our fathers and grandfathers 
had not been willing to stand up and 
defend our established rights, it's 
doubtful lf we would have been able to 
live ln this country as we do today. 

I don't consider a requirement for 
draft registration as "the clamor for 

HOW do I as a mother feel about my 
son's career as a soldier? 

Twenty-one years ago God's gift of 
a son was given to me to be a mother 
to - to love, care for, train, educate, 
and inspire. I was reminded that 
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And from a fast-beating heart, I 
shouted out for all the world to hear -
"My son is a precious human being. 
Every mother's son is a precious hu
man being. Who has the power of life 
or death over sons that they can call 
them up to destruction?" And with all 
the tenderness of a loving parent, my 
God responded: "I have come that you 
may have life and have it more abun
dantly." 

Indeed, my God had come into our 
warring world. He had shared our hu
manity in a great act of reconciliation, 
and in His great compassion, He had 
forgiven men and women their 
offenses. 

That same God had made my 17-
year-old son in His image and had in-

Willing to Defend Our Rights? 

death and destruction" as so stated by 
Mrs. Eoloff. The ability to feed the hun
gry of the world, to shelter the home
less of the world, to bring good news to 
the captives of the world can only be 
done in a free world. 

Mrs. Eoloff s statement that you are 
responsible only to God and to one an
other is perfectly true. I would hope 
that all people abide by this and help 
protect each other from those who 

My Son Wants to Be a Soldier 

though my body had housed his de
velopment, it was only God that even 
made it possible for him to be con
ceived. For God alone is the Author of 
creation and has the power of life. 

Soon after this son was born, his fa-

vited him to feed the hungry of the 
world, to shelter the homeless of the 
world, to bring good news to the cap
tives of the world. The power of that 
invitation drowned out the summons 
to registration. 

I will not be silent. I will not offer my 
son up to slavery. I will not be part of 
the holocaust. 

I will speak out for my son and all 
mothers' sons. My sons, know that you 
are free. You are free to be alive with 
love and mercy. You are responsible 
only to God and to one another. For 
you are the sons of God, and He came 
that all of you may have life and have it 
more abundantly. 

Mary Eoloff 
St. Paul, Minnesota 

think differently. This is what I think a 
draft registration ls all about. 

I would hope that our three sons, 
presently attending the United States 
Military Academy at West Point, are 
not being offered up to slavery or in 
any way part of the holocaust that Mrs. 
Eoloff suggests. 

Jim Loomis 
Paynesville, Minnesota 

ther and I presented him back to God 
with the promise that as far as human
ly possible, we would teach him to 
obey and serve God and to follow His 
will. Never at that time did we ever 

Next page 
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To encoura2e an exchange of ideas. we are printing the opinion and viewpoints 
of people who have written to the Editor. 

in my opinion 
The "More Commitment" Myth 

LURKING in many evangelical 
churches ls a false Idea about why a 
particular congregation may not be 
growing. It ls often voiced by persons at 
the center of church leadership whose 
"commitment" ls reflected by undeni
able involvement. 

Usually a board member, Sunday 
school worker, loyal supporter of spe
cial projects, generous in stewardship, 
faithful attender of nearly every ser
vice, with perfect attendance at evan
gelistic meetings, this brother or sister 
believes that church growth would 
come rapidly If only all members would 
give that same kind of loyal disciple
ship. 

"The reason our church does not 
grow," comes the mournful declara
tion, "ls that our people just aren't 
committed." 

For the most part, this ls not a true 
statement. In cases where it ls, It comes 
as the harvest of what "committed" 
leadership has planted In attitudes, 
goals, and procedures. 

Scriptures teach that disciples are to 
disciple others. Production of "com
mitment" ls the responsibillty of church 
leadership, not the uncommitted. Lack 
of commitment In a church signals fail
ure of those In charge, not the unin
volved. Even as a man reaps whatso
ever he sows, so does a church. 

The idea that "our church would 
grow If others would get committed" ls 
a myth. 

The Dangers of This Myth 
There ls spiritual danger in this falsi

ty. It ls a spirit of self-righteousness that 

L. Joe Miller Is editor of church school cun1c· 
ulum, the Churches of God, General Confer. 
ence, Findlay, Ohio. 
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by L. Joe MIiier 

judges other members of the church by 
saying, ''They are not committed." 

Only God has the right to make that 
kind of judgment In fact, the "more 
commitment" myth may create a nega
tive atmosphere In the church that ac
tually discourages more commitment. 

How can that happen? Persons real
izing that their spiritual leaders see 
them as "uncommitted" tend to think 
in terms of their church. After all, If 
they are committed and I am not, then 
they are responsible, not I. 

At the same time, leadership may 
refuse to share government of the 
church with "uncommitted" people. 
Such lack of trust limits leadership to a 
small, Inner core of "committed" peo
ple. 

Overloaded with work and respon
sibility, that leadership cllque tends to 
resent those not faithfully Involved. "If 
only they were more committed!" they 
complain. And so It goes, in a vicious 
circle. It is like an employer who re
fuses to hire inexperienced help, then 
complains because there are not 
enough skilled workers. 

Even Greater Dangers 
If this predicament continues over a 

long period, it produces even greater 
problems. Unchanging leadership 
grows older, attracting fewer and fewer 
young people Into the life of the 
church. 

It ls natural that younger people are 
less Involved. They may be expected to 
be less spiritually mature than older 
Christians. After all, older Christians 
have had more time to grow In Christ. 
With their children gone to establlsh 
their own homes, they have fewer fam
ily responsiblllties and therefore more 
time to give to the church. 

This maturity difference gives clear 

reason for the encouragement and 
nurture of younger adults as essential 
responsibility of those in leadership. 
Leadership power must be shared with 
and entrusted to younger adults as 
part of their maturation process. 

Sharing leadership power with 
younger adults ls an important way to 
keep congregational authority from 
centering In a small clique. It prevents 
church leadership from becoming the 
"older" people. The family of God 
thereby Insures against becoming fro
zen into deadening sameness. It also 
helps prevent the emergence of 
church bosses. 

Another benefit is joyous fellowship 
and cooperative ministry between 
younger and older generations of 
Christians. 

The Greatest Danger of All 
Most devastating of all the "more 

commitment" myth dangers ls its con
cealment of real hindrances to church 
growth. 

Some of these are: ( 1) Lack of 
building facilities for adding new Sun· 
day school classes and activities. (2) 
Absence of developed strategy, con
tinual planning, and goal setting for a 
dynamic future as a congregation. (3) 
Failure to provide adequate numbers 
of parking spaces. (4) Unwillingness to 
change to meet the needs of people 
through adventurous new programs of 
ministry. (5) Lack of missionary vision 
that looks for opportunities to mother 
new congregations. (6) Absence of ex
panding programs of training and 
equipping church members for min
istry. (7) Failure to join in joyous par
ticipation with sister churches in dis
trict, conference, national, and world 
ministries. 

How simple and easy to reject and 
Ignore these real problems while 
mourning, "Oh, If only our people 
would be more committed!" 

But how useless! Instead, let us take 
those steps necessaiy to make the 
church the exciting, growing organism 
God plans it to be. That ls what we 
need for growth. In fact, that is real 
cqmmltmentl 

(195) 15 



































LOOK FORWARD TO OLD AGE 

by Allen Bowman 

I f you want to live a long time on 
this earth, congratulations! You are a 

normal, healthy person. Your desire is 
God-given. "Does not long life bring 
understanding?" (Job 12:12, NIV). 
"The hoary head is a crown of glory" 
for the righteous (Prov. 16:31). 

Fortunately, the desire to reach a 
ripe old age is in itself a help to attain
ing it. My mother-in-law, after an 
operation on a broken hip, lost the de
sire to live. The operation was success
ful, but she died anyway. By contrast, a 
lady in the same community, older 
than she was but enthusiastic about 
life, emerged from the same ordeal 
with flying colors. "A cheerful heart is a 
good medicine" (Prov. 17:22, NIV). 
Doctors agree that a positive attitude 
tends to prolong life. 

A number of other things can help, 
too. Some are quite obvious. Looking 
both ways at a busy intersection, hold
ing your speed under 60 miles an 
hour, and keeping fire away from gaso
line - these precautions doubtless ap
peal to you! I hope that observing the 
laws of health also interests you. But 
the challenge goes deeper. God prom
ises longevity on stated conditions. 

"Which of you delights in life and 
desires a long life to enjoy all good 
things?" (Ps. 34:12, NEB). The an
swer: "Tum from evil, and do good" (v. 
14). Full obedience to God leads to 
"long life" (Prov. 3:1-2). We are ad
monished to seek wisdom: "Length of 
days is in her right hand" (v. 16). Ob
viously these statements don't guar
antee longevity to every pious person. 

Allen Bowman, Ph.D., is Distinguished Service 
Professor Emeritus at Marion College, Marion, 
Indiana. 
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Here are some key aids to reaching 
a ripe old age: 

A worthy purpose in life. This is the 
possession of every genuine Christian. 
But don't let it become anemic. Let's 
be absorbed in fulfilling God's pur
pose for us. 

Awareness of being loved. God's 
concern for you is deep and abiding. 
The magazine, Time, in its July 10, 
1972, issue, reported a study of longe
vity that covered several countries. 
One of the conclusions: "There are all 
sorts of indications that people live 
longer when they have a feeling of 
being loved as well as a sense of pur
pose and direction." 

Optimism. A wholesome perspec
tive works wonders. The spiritually 
minded are convinced that in spite of 
evil God is working out His purpose in 
this world - that right will triumph in 
the end. Studies of folks who enjoy 
their mature years show that they talk 
little of "the good old days." Instead, 
they dwell on present blessings and on 
the prospects for further progress. 
They have the knack of selective for
getting and joyous anticipation - of 
"forgetting those things which are be
hind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before" (Phil. 3:13). 

Keeping busy. A survey of a large 
representative group of centenarians a 
few years ago revealed that these per
sons had retired as late as possible and 
were still finding plenty to do. Their 
attitude reminds me of Justice Oliver 
Wendell Holmes's remark, "To be 70 
years young can be more cheerful and 
hopeful than to be 40 years old." 
(Holmes was still active as a judge in 
his ninety-first year.) · 

Willingness to venture. Just recently 
a resident of our county, James (Jim
mie) Thompson, died at age 108. He 
had learned to roller-skate at 88, a 
sport he continued to age 100. He was 
still bicycling at 104. Of course, com
mon sense is needed - but away with 
the timid refusal to do anything that sa
vors of youthfulness! 

Freedom from wony. On his 100th 
birthday Jimmie Thompson made a 
significant statement: "I never worry." 
In that respect he practiced the teach
ing of Jesus in Matthew 6:25ff., sum
marized in v. 34: "Therefore do not be 
anxious for tomorrow . . . Each day 
has enough trouble of its own" 
(NASB). Nearly 2,000 years after 
Christ, doctors finally discovered that 
the familiar expression, "worried half 
to death," is no joke. Worry, like in
temperance, shortens life. Uniformly, 
the centenarians mentioned above tes
tified to having peace of mind. 

Freedom from fretfulness. Fretting, 
the twin brother of worrying, is equally 
contrary to God's design. Psalm 37 
warns us repeatedly against the prac
tice. Notice the revealing statement, 
"Do not fret - it leads only to evil" (v. 
8, NIV). 

Freedom from unholy anger. 
"Cease from anger, and forsake 
wrath" (Ps. 37:8; cf. Eph. 4:31). No 
doubt biblical writers had in mind pri
marily the spiritual devastation of car
nal anger. But in recent decades med
ical science has discovered its destruc
tive physical effects as well. 

Dr. David Hertz, a physician in En
rico, California, recently wrote that 
suppressed anger can "cause the 
bowels to chum themselves into in
flamed masses, coronary arteries to 
tum into morbid spasms, and bron
chial tubes to go into asthmatic con
strictions." There is more than one rea
son why the Lord tells us, "Let not the 
sun go down upon your wrath" (Eph. 
4:26b). 

Keep right on aiming at a good old 
age. Rest on God's promises and meet 
the conditions that accompany them. 
Douglas MacArthur said, "You are as 
young as your faith and as old as your 
doubt." 1WA 
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To encourage an exchange of ideas. we are printing the opinion and viewpoints of people who have written to the Editor. 

in my opinion 
PERILS OF OUR TIMES - A RANGE OF OPINION 

I READ with interest in the April 5, 
1982, issue of The Wesleyan Advocate 
the responses to Dr. Huffman's article, 
"Perils of Our Times." They stimulat
ed me to reread the article in our Jan
uary 4 Advocate. The concerns raised 
are worthy of consideration. 

It is of special interest that neither of 
the writers chose to respond to the 
substance of the article or to cite spe
cific misrepresentations by Dr. Huff
man. They chose rather to resort to 
labeling and name-calling - "liberal," 
"humanistic liberalism," "anti-Amer
ican sentiments" (rather serious 
charges to level at a Christian author, I 

David L. Thompson, Ph.D., is associate profes
sor of biblical literature, Asbury Theological 
Seminary. 

by David L. Thompson 

would think), to slander by associa
tion, and to appeal to emotion. 

Neither of them addresses the ques
tion as to whether Dr. Huffman's read
ing of the biblical texts he cites is cor
rect. And neither asks whether some 
such applications as suggested are in
deed appropriate to those texts, no 
matter with whom the ideas may be 
associated. One is reminded of the 
classical confrontation between Amos 
and the patriot Amaziah in Amos 7:10-
17. 

While such a survey article may in
volve generalizations which can be mis
understood, I for one appreciated Dr. 
Huffman's cautions and appreciated 
the inclusion of the piece in The Wes-

leyan Advocate as well. The Advocate, 
as I understand it, is an organ of the 
Church, not some particular segment 
of it. These dear brothers appear to 
stand to the right of Dr. Huffman po
litically. They seem to assume that their 
viewpoints should be those of the 
whole Church. That is rather bold and, 
so far as I can discern from reading 
The Discipline, unfounded. 

I certainly do not agree with all that 
appears in The Wesleyan Advocate, 
but I applaud the Editor's efforts to re
flect the range of opinion in The Wes
leyan Church and to stimulate all of us, 
not just a single sector, to informed 
participation in it. 

(Also see "Letters," page 17.) 

SUBSTITUTIONS FOR TITHING 

THE RECENT article "Bingo Parties 
or Tithing" (Jan. 18, 1982, issue) re
printed from Herald of Holiness was 
an eye-catcher, and I am sure made a 
lot of Wesleyans feel self-righteous. 
The contrast in the title certainly served 
its purpose, and many resolved never 
to tum to that kind of sacrilege - and 
it is just that! But any holy horror felt or 
expressed should certainly be quickly 
quieted while we do a little bit of care
ful scrutiny in our own Wesleyan baili
wick. 

Turning to bingo for church finance 
was not done by the offending church 
with one sudden plunge made by 
some finance committee resolution or 
official board action. Case studies of 
hundreds of churches would prove 
that there was a slow deterioration in 

Harold R. Crosser is pastor of the First Wes
leyan Church, Phoenix, Arizona. 
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by Harold R. Crosser 

consecrated giving and a gradual sub
stitution of one gimmick after another 
to raise adequate funds, all of this trac
ing to spiritual decay and revival-less 
years. Then followed a year-by-year 
scramble to find substitutes - seem
ingly harmless - for the biblical meth
od of raising sacred funds. 

Some years ago "Dear Abby" gave 
vent to her feelings about the church 
turning to cheap commercialism, and 
she pointed out the disdain felt by 
merchants who were asked for dona
tions to make up the menu for the an
nual church supper. 

What dismay and embarrassment 
one Wesleyan church suffered when 
health authorities closed down the 
doughnut factory that had sprouted in 
the church basement. Yes, it hap
pened. I still feel chagrin when I think 
of the great metropolitan church that 

once had revival glory turning to sauer
kraut suppers for revenue. 

Perhaps a good title for another arti
cle in The Wesleyan Advocate would 
be: or Tith
ing. The following list will provide fill-ins 
for the above blanks: rummage sale, 
garage sale, patio sale, church bazaar, 
bake sale, antique auction, ad infini
tum. All in the blanks. 

Bingo or ad infinitum, the motive is 
the same - spare me the pain of giv
ing. I need an easier way. Then conse
cration goes out the door and is 
replaced by busy work and hollow ac
complishments. And the offerings con
tinue to shrivel. 

Look at The Discipline for some 
guidelines, page 46, number 197. But 
better still, God's Word has the anti
dote for empty treasuries (Mal. 3: 10; II 
Cor. 8). 
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Fearfully and Wonderfully Made by Dr. Paul 
Brand and Philip Yancey, Grason Co./ Minne
apolis, 1980, 214 pp., $9.95, (cloth). 

The New Testament writers spoke of Chris
tians as the body of Christ. Is this a sort of gen
eral metaphor or do the specific parts of the 
body reveal special truths about the church? Do 
cells have something to say to us about the 
body of Christ? Is there anything about bones 
that tells a certain truth about the body of be
lievers? Does skin carry a significance relating 
to the church? And how about motion? Does 
the movement of the human body convey spir
itual lessons about Christ's body of redeemed 
people? 

These intriguing questions are answered by a 
medical doctor and a writer, whose concerted 
efforts have produced a superbly written and 
highly interesting volume. Little-known facts 
and features of the human body are revealed. 
Fascinating accounts, drawn from Dr. Brand's 
years of experience in India and the United 
States, add drama. Deep spiritual insights are 
shared as the authors show how aptly the hu
man body expresses the character and activity 
of Christ's church. 

This is a beautiful book, attractively printed 
and accented by dramatic black and white 
drawings. It stretches the mind, inspires the 
soul, and has the potential to become a best
seller. I hope it does[ - Alberta Metz 

Jubilate/ by Donald P. Hustad, Hope Publishing 
Co./Carol Stream, Ill., 19811 368 pp., $14.95 
(cloth). 

Jubilate/ by Donald P. Hustad is a welcome 
addition to the vast body of literature on sa
cred music. The subtitle "Church Music in the 
Evangelical Tradition" suggests, however, that 
this is not just another philosophical approach 
to the subject. Hustad's background covers such 
a wide spectrum that his discussion of almost 
any facet of music in the church can be based 
on actual experience. With a doctorate in 
music, and his current position as seminary 
professor, he is qualified to write authoritative
ly on the subject. Yet he is probably best known 
for his position as organist with the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Association, and it is expe
rience such as this that has given him insight 
into the real purpose and merit of evangelical 
church music. · 

In the first few chapters. Hustad expresses his 
views concerning music, describing it not only 
as God's gift to man, but also man's offering to 
God. Hustad states that the twofold purpose of 
church music should be to glorify God and edify 
the worshiper. For those who prefer a histori
cal approach to church music, he includes sum
maries of practically every facet of the subject 
beginning with the Jewish and early Christian 
churches. 

Perhaps of more practical application are the 
sections dealing with the many uses of church 
music today. Every aspect imaginable is includ
ed - radio and television, Youth for Christ, and 
music in foreign missions are just a few. He 
even discusses the use of music in special ser
vices such as weddings, funerals, and baptisms. 
For those involved in planning worship ser-

JUNE 21, 1982 

Book Reviews 

vices, Hustad suggests many unique ways of uti
lizing both instrumental and vocal music. Ser
vice outlines are provided along with visual lay
outs for accomplishing certain goals. His dis
cussion includes congregational singing, choirs 
for all ages, and music for soloists and small en
sembles. For the organist or pianist, instruc
tions are given for accompanying, solo perfor
mance, and even the selection of an instru
ment. 

Although Jubilate/ has been in print for less 
than a year, it has already been used as a text
book for church music classes, and is destined 
to become a standard reference book for 
church leaders interested in music. Whether 
you are a song leader for a Sunday school de
partment, organist or pianist, choir director, 
pastor, or simply a layman who enjoys con
gregational singing, you will find that this book 
will help you become more aware of the func
tion of music in your church. - Terry L Bald
ridge, Ph.D. in Musicology, Uniuersity of Kansas 

The Radical Wesley and Patterns for Church Re
newal by Howard A. Snyder, Inter-Varsity 
Press/ Downers Grove, Ill., 1980, 189 pp., $5.25 
(paper). 

Was John Wesley a radical? In many re
spects he was, according to Howard Snyder, if 
by radical we mean getting back to biblical ba
sics in our church thinking and practice. The 
author focuses on Wesley's views of the church 
and Christian discipleship and the relevance of 
those views to modern church renewal efforts. 

Rather than surveying Wesley's entire life 
(1703-1791), the author confines himself to Wes
ley's early adulthood (ca. 17.25-1745) because he 
believes that during those years Wesley be
came "a radical Christian." Wesley's views of 
the church are described as High Church Angli
can tempered by a radical Protestant under
standing of Christian community. In Wesley's 
mind the Methodists were not a separate in
stitutional church but merely a renewing force, 
or evangelical order that God had raised up 
within the Anglican church. 

Strangely enough, given the book's title, the 
author admits that Wesley's views of the church 
did not change radically after his conversion or 
indeed at any time. Wesley's thinking began 
changing some years before his 1738 Alders
gate experience and gradually developed by 
1750 into a "mediating synthesis." 

This "Wesleyan synthesis" brought together 
such biblical paradoxes as "faith and works, 
doctrine and experience, the individual and the 
social, the concerns of time and eternity" (p. 
143). The basic element of this synthesis was 
Wesley's belief in both the sovereignty of God 
and the freedom of humans, aided by God's 
"prevenient" (preceding) grace. 

Since the Methodists originated as a renewal 
group within an institutional church, the au
thor discusses three conceivable choices open 
to such groups - separation, extinction, or ac
commodation. Separation of the Methodists 
from the Anglican Church was, in his opinion, 
neither inevitable nor necessarily desirable. But 
since the Anglican authorities failed to give the 
Methodists a recognized place in the church 
and since the Methodists objected to eventual 

extinction, the outcome was the establishment 
of a separate church soon after Wesley's death. 

I highly recommend this book for Its stimu
lating examination of our Wesleyan roots and 
its emphasis on the value of small renewal 
groups within the institutional church. In some 
instances the author may confuse his own inter
pretations of the Bible with what is biblical and 
may be viewed as attempting to make Wesley 
respectable in the eyes of today's evangelical 
left. 

More serious is his organizational problem of 
discussing particular themes in three overlap
ping categories of history, theology, and anal
ysis. But overall the book is a valuable assess
ment of Wesley and merits careful considera
tion by those concerned with leading and re
newing the church "in righteousness and true 
holiness." - Richard A. Wire, College Park (Md.) 
Wesleyan Church 

Craft Handbook for Children's Church by Leslea 
Stringer and Lea Bowman, Baker /Grand Rapids, 
1981; 287 pp., $7.95 (paper). 

This volume is a valuable resource for every
one who works with children. The authors have 
put almost 300 craft ideas together in helpful 
categories. These classifications (preschool, pri
mary, and intermediate) make it possible to suit 
the degree of difficulty to the maturity of the 
child. Further classification according to Bible 
subject makes it easy to find a craft to fit the 
story for a particular session. 

The last 17 pages give recipes for various 
kinds of paint and substances for sculptures 
and instructions for making a flannelboard, a 
puppet stage, and rhythm instruments. - Al
berta Metz 

The Meaning of the Millennium, Four Views edited 
by Robert G. Clouse, Inter-Varsity Press/Down
ers Grove, Ill., 1977a 223 pp., $4.25 (paper). 

What is your position on the meaning of the 
millennium - the millennium described in 
Revelation 20:1-67 If you don't know, this book 
will provide you with four basic views to choose 
from - historic premillennialism, dispensa
tional premillennialism, postmillennialism, and 
amillennialism. If you do know, this book will 
provide cogent reasons for at least considering 
views different from your own. 

A qualified supporter of each view defends 
that view in depth: George Eldon Ladd (historic 
premillenialism). Herman A. Hoyt (dispen
sational premillennialism), Loraine Boettnes 
(postmillennialism), and Anthony A. Hoekema 
(amillennialism). Furthermore, each contrib
utor has the opportunity to evaluate the pre
sentations made by the other three. 

After reading The Meaning of the MIiiennium, 
you may sense that God uses the biblical doc
trine of the millennium - the reign of believers 
with Christ - to inspire holy living. Despite 
some uncertainty as to its precise application, 
we can rejoice in the promise of the millen
nium - in what John Wesley called "that com
fortable doctrine, of which I cannot entertain 
the least doubt as long as I believe the Bible." -
Richard A. Wire, College Park, (Md.) Wesleyan 
Church 
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"I SAW THE LORD" 
by George E. Failing 

NOT OFfEN has a person written this testimony. "I saw the Lord." 
It's almost unbelievable, for one thing. Who gets close enough to God -

far enough removed from self and the world - to "see the Lord"? 
Earth values are so strong, physical passions so real, society's favors so 
many - who wants to temporarily remove from them to see the Lord? 

It's unbelievable for another reason. If a person is regarded as good, even 
as saintly, who will believe him If he says he saw God? Did not Isaiah 
write, "Who has believed our report? To whom is the Lord revealed?" 
Who of his own people believed Jeremiah or Ezekiel? 

But Jesus' statement is irrevocably true, only "the pure in heart see God." 
The impure and unbelieving see, but their eyes are so full of self-praise 
and self-ambition and self-honor, they cannot see God. 

Isaiah did not make a casual observation when he wrote, "I saw the 
Lord" (6:1). It seems that he already had known God, had heard His 
voice, even had spoken His word. But Isaiah's courtly ministiy in the 
reign of the great King Uzziah had much of the earthly in it. He doubtless 
was impressed with both the goodness and greatness of the monarch of 
the kingdom of Judah. And it's very easy - in fact, it seems almost · 
necessary - to accommodate both message and manner when speaking 
to a ruling earthly monarch. So for a time Isaiah had the best of both 
worlds, the favor of King Uzziah and the favor of the Lord God. 

One day, on one day of that year, "Uzziah died." The throne is empty, 
its honors no longer are extended. A light goes out; a glory passes. The 
prophet is alone, silent, awed, grieved. And Isaiah must have known why 
Uzziah died- Uzziah wanted to be God's priest as well as God's king. These 
two cannot, it seems, be safely trusted to the same person. The 
Sovereign of heaven smote Judah's sovereign when he dared to assume a 
priestly mlnistiy. 

That Isaiah's heart was anchored in God before Uzziah's death is sure. 
For in that day, when Judah's king left his throne (by death), Isaiah 
made his way to the Temple. There he prayed and waited. There he saw the 
Lord - for the first time. God was on His throne. He was high and lifted up. 
His heavenly court was full of servants. Everywhere Isaiah saw the beauty 
of God's holiness. Ah, that's it! For the first time the vision of God's holiness 
overpowered Isaiah. The attitude and actions of the seraphim 
bespoke holiness. The song they sang was "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God 
of hosts." And they saw even the earth filled with God's glory, while 
Isaiah was seeing earth's vanity and desolateness. 

When "the posts of the door moved," something shook in Isaiah's soul. 
Even though his obvious cry was sad, "Woe is me," his discovery was glad, 
"I am a man of unclean lips." This is the greatest discovery any person can 
make. The greatest revelation he can ever have. In fact, until a person 
knows his own uncleanness, he continues blindly, often even happily, in 
pursuit of earth's glories and sins. When a person truly knows his own 
unworthiness, his own vileness, it is certain that he has seen God. 

Can you, can I, truly say, "I saw the Lord"? If you and I can receive it, 
no man is guilty until he sees God, and no man can remain guilty after 
he sees God and confesses, "I am unclean." 
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aware of an authority of the Spirit 
which is contagious! 

Now we just keep taking one step 
after another in the process of spiritual 
maturing: moving forward, as Wey
mouth puts it, "from one degree of 
radiant holiness to another." We live 
expectantly - by the "faith of the Son 
of God" operating in us moment by 
moment in every circumstance of 
every day. 

Yes, in every circumstance. Uke 
having arthritis. For while Bessie quick-

ly grew stronger, so that the doctor on 
a recent checkup told me, "You have a 
very healthy woman," I began to expe
rience osteoarthritis. It still persists. 
Some will tell you this ought not to be, 
for "He healeth all our diseases." 

True, He heals the "disease" of un
love, of disunity, of personality clash
es, of bitterness, and of an unforgiving 
spirit. But not necessarily the physical 
diseases, as Paul, Timothy, Gaius, and 
scores of others. knew. On the other 
hand our physical body often experi-

ences a surge of release after His heal
ing touches the diseases of the spirit. 

Neither do we have to limp along 
enduring our physical limitations. We 
do not live in our disabilities. We live in 
His ability. Remember, we live in union 
with Christ. He indwells us. Our body ls 
His temple. So when we have a head
ache, it is His headache as well! My 
arthritis is His arthritis! We handle it to
gether, living in the reality - and tri
umph - of His indwelling moment by 
moment It's a great life! 

THE VOW I FEARED 
Minister. Have you the witness of the Spirit that you have been sanctified 

wholly? If not, will you diligently seek this grace? 
Candidate. I have the witness (or) I will seek this grace. 

When I came to The Wesleyan 
Church, I had a lot to learn in 

both heart and mind. 
Very soon I found God as personal 

Savior and I was eager to join the 
church - so eager that I didn't take 
time to find out a lot about what I was 
promising to do. 

Later a struggle began when I ob
tained a Discipline and found out what 
I had promised to do. The part that 
bothered me most was "seek diligently 
until sanctified wholly if that grace has 
not been obtained." I wanted to leave 
the church but I knew within myself 
that I could not erase from my mind 
what The Wesleyan Church had 
taught me and the fact that it is bibli
cal. I knew the answer: Live by the 
Spirit or fail. 

My daughter was old enough to join 
our church as a full member. I had 
mixed emotions. I wanted her to join, 
but when I really thought about it, I 
didn't want her to. I felt the commit
ment was too much. 

She was encouraged to attend 

Donna Maness lives in Asheboro, North Caro
lina. 
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membership classes under the 
leadership of our pastor, Rev. Donald 
Dawalt. Every candidate for member
ship deserves to know what he or she 
is vowing to do. I took the Discipline 
and made sure I showed her the vow 
that I feared most. 

The day came for her to take the 
vows. It was a day of happiness, but I 
was still wondering if she should do it 
or not. Then something happened. I 
promised God I would help her; didn't 
she need a good example? I renewed 
my vows that day. No one knew but 
God and me. 

Things began to happen in my life 
that I knew were not of my power. I 
feel that I let the Holy Spirit do some
thing in my life that day. Many times I 

by Donna Maness 

. had been assured of my salvation, but I 
wanted an assurance of the presence 
of the Holy Spirit. The answer came 
through a problem. 

The problem was unique, so I didn't 
know how to handle it. I didn't share it 
with anyone except God .. I told Him 
everything and just how He ought to 
handle it. I really tried to have my way. 

I cried, prayed, and I read my Bible. 
I found myself reading I Corinthians 
13. Several of the verses pointed to 
me. As I continued to read, a peace 
came that was unique. God had shown 
me what was wrong with me and how 
to overcome. And I did overcome that 
problem! I knew then that I had found 
"love," the heart of our doctrine. 1WA 

The ministry of prayer, if it· be anything worthy of the 
name, is a ministry of ardor, a ministry of unwearied and 
intense longing after God and after His holiness. . . . 
A soul devoted to God is a feroent soul, and prayer is 
the creature of that flame. He only can truly pray who is 
all aglow for holiness, for God, and for heaven. - E. M. Bounds 
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Dr. S. Hugh Paine explains why . . . 

FUSION BOMB NOT A "SATANIC WEAPON" 

The Toronto Sunday Star, February 7, 1982, carried an 
article by Val Sears in its Science Section. Titled 'Will 'Sa

tanic Weapon' End the World?" it described what would 
happen to the U.S. and Canada if a high-altitude nuclear ex
plosion occurred. The resulting electromagnetic pulse, 
claims Sears, would instantly blank out all electrical power 
and transmissions in North America, including all vehicles. 

A copy of the article and the accompanying diagram 

WE NEMP EFFECT AFTER ,(: -., 
A NUCLFAR EXPI..OSION ( ; ) <---NUCIF.AR 
500 KII..G1ETERS ABOVE EXPWSION 
OOR1H AMERICA 

GAtwMA RAYS RFACT . ;1//J ~ 
WITH EIECI'RONS if//) \\ 
AROUND EARTH Is / / ·,\ \ \ 
MAGNETIC FIEID TO /J; ,i I ! I \ \ \ 

PRODOCE PUL5E . _,,.· / I l I \\ \ .GAM-1A RAYS 
, _1 I . \ \ \ 

Nl!CLF.AA // / / \ '\\ 

~~/// 111 \~\\.\. I !/// t· \ \.\ 
/ _J-/ ·. t- i· i·- \ \ 

//I ... \\. '\~ I ·. / ;_ ..... ·... , 

1
; -/ / .:., \ \ 

I a,. . ' \ 
·_ .,-: I -.. ; \ , I ) \J, . ·,. \ ·. \ 

! I. cJiil\'[J\ ... · .~ 

I . I . 
l' 

,J I 
I 

V, . 

was sent by the Editor of The Wesleyan Advocate to Dr. S. 
Hugh Paine, Houghton, New York. After analysis and re
search Dr. Paine wrote that he had heard of EMP ( electro
magnetic pulse) nearly 25 years ago. 

"A fusion explosion in the high atmosphere releases an 
intense burst of gamma rays, which are a form of electro
magnetic wave much more energetic than X rays. The upper 
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atmosphere is continually being bombarded by X and gam
ma rays from the sun and from outer space, but we are pro
tected from them by their total absorption in the middle 
atmosphere. And so it is with the burst caused by a fusion 
bomb. It is absorbed in the middle atmosphere so that none 
of it reaches the ground to do biological damage. However, 
the abundant yield of electrons, knocked off from the air 
molecules when these stop the gamma rays, act together as 
a huge electrical surge. This is located, of course, in the outer 
magnetic field of the earth, and is coordinated and guided by 
it as an intense electrical current aloft. The concerted effect is 
to produce by induction a strong pulse of what might be 
called 'radio waves' - the Electro-Magnetic Pulse (EMP) -
although a full spectrum is involved, much more energetic 
than the single-wave lengths or frequencies to which broad
cast stations are limited. Both broadcasting and receiving an
tennas, as well as power transmission lines and communica
tions networks, etc., will receive such a pulse and steer it into 
whatever electronic equipment is connected to it - if not 
properly shielded. Such equipment is usually protected from 
surges which occur in electric storms (bghtning). However, 
the onset of EMP is on the order of a thousand times more 
rapid than even a lightning flash because both the originat
ing gammas and the EMP itself travel at the speed of light, 
whereas lightning is caused by the much slower transport of 
electrons between clouds and ground. So communications 
systems, power lines, and control equipment may be subject 
to quick burnout before present protective devices can oper
ate. Low-voltage equipment is particularly susceptible. 

"I have tried to paint the picture at its worst, as I see it. 
There are many uncertainties about the extent of vulnerabil
ity of equipment to EMP which can't presently be resolved 
because of the ban on atmospheric testing of nuclear de
vices. It is likely that the USSR knows more than the U.S.A 
about the matter. We became aware of the phenomenon be
cause of power shutdowns observed in Hawaii after an atmo
spheric test 800 miles away in 1958. Shortly, we entered into 
the test-ban treaty. But Russia secretly set up a test shot 
which she fired in 1962, breaking the treaty. We then pro
ceeded to prepare and fire a rather hasty test of our own, 
and Russia followed with a second test, apparently to con
finn and extend the results of their first. Then before we 
could do a second, more definitive test, we accepted an
other test-ban treaty which is still being obseived. Their reli
ance on vacuum tubes instead of transistors in their fighter
plane electronics, as mentioned by Sears, seems to indicate 
that they are aware of the relative insensitivity of the former 
to possible EMP damage. 
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"The uncertainties, of course, are fuel for the dove
hawk debate. Sears's column apparently is a sample of this. 
It is a case of extreme slanting, and we are subject to that in 
today's media. The headline Will "Satanic Weapon" End 
the World?' is very cleverly conceived. It does not expose 
Sears, but it does expose the public to a false, but nerve-shat
tering impression. By no stretch of the imagination would 
EMP, or a thousand of them, cause the 'end of the world.' 
The neutron bomb would destroy people while saving equip
ment, whereas the EMP is just opposite. It would destroy 
sophisticated equipment while leaving people unharmed 
(by the pulse itself). There is a high probability that no cars, 
trucks, etc., would be affected at all by EMP, since their steel 
bodies are a protective shell, or 'Faraday cage.' Small radios, 
even transister outfits, because of their very small antennas 
would probably not be affected. Even large broadcasting 
radio stations in the emergency network have now been 
"hardened,' or specially protected. 

"I think that we are being psychologically conditioned 
by articles like Sears's to say, 'What's the use of doing any-
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thing?' The 'peace or Doomsday' complex tends to destroy 
the courage with which the Lord would have us face up to 
the challenges of today." 

Dr. Paine also discusses the diagram and sent a "much 
more realistic" one. "The artist shows a burst 450 kilometers 
above the earth, reaching a horizon approximately 7,000 
kilometers in diameter. The distortion produced by the dis
parity in perspective suggests that North America would be 
blanketed by a rather uniform pulse. This is far from the 
truth. Intensity varies as the inverse square of the distance 
away from source. In the particular case shown, the intensity 
of the gamma pulse out at the horizon would be only one or 
two percent of the intensity directly under the explosion 
point. 

"The sketch also suggests that people would be subject 
to the gamma pulse, as well as to the EMP produced by it, 
and this would not be true. One of the news items that I read 
had a much more realistic diagram (still with vertical exag
geration). It is easier to see that any damage would tend to 
be localized near zero point." 

UNCONDITIONAL LOVE ten do we find ourselves making snap 
decisions and are sorry for them at a 
later date? 

WHILE HAVING dinner at a friend's 
home, I found myself seated directly 
across from a very conversational five
year-old boy named Tommy. He in
stantly charmed me with his childlike 
imagination. 

I was enjoying our conversation, 
when halfway through our meal Tom
my surprised me with a statement. 
Looking at me very seriously, with 
pieces of spaghetti hanging from his 
mouth, he said, ''You know what? I 
wasn't sure at first that I liked you." 
Then, as his big brown eyes glistened 
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by Karen J. De Bacco 
Allentown, Pennsylvania 

and an impish smile played across his 
lips, he added, "But now that I know 
you, I really hke you!" 

For once in my life I didn't know 
what to say. Finally, after a moment of 
reflection, I smiled and thanked Tom
my for his expressed friendship. In
stantly, I realized what an important 
lesson he had taught me. 

How sad it is that we aren't more 
like five-year-olds who can so freely ad
mit to themselves, as well as to others, 
that they made a wrong decision be
fore considering all the facts. How of-

Just think of how many friendships 
are never made because we let our first 
thoughts about a person taint our 
heart and mind before we really get to 
know them. Shouldn't we give the oth
er person at least half a chance before 
we write them off our friendship list? 

As Christians we should and could 
love even the unlovely if we would re
member how much Christ loved us 
while we were yet unlovely and con
tinues to love us even when we greatly 
disappoint Him. 

Aren't you glad that Jesus Christ 
loves you unconditionally? That He 
didn't write you off His list without giv
ing you a chance? 1WA 
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tlesville 1962-64. From 1964 to 1981 he 
worked as president's advisor, fund-raiser, 
and evangelist in connection with God's Bi
ble School, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Evangelistic work lay closest to his heart. 
More than 120,000 seekers prayed at the 
altar during his meetings. He was an out
standing exponent of Christian holiness. 
For 30 years he wrote, on the average, 18 
articles yearly for the Pilgrim Holiness 
Aduocate. He authored nine books and for 
eight years was associate editor of the 
American Holiness Journal which he co
founded. Eastern Pilgrim College awarded 

What Is a Family? by Edith Schaeffer, Fleming H. 
Revell/Old Tappan, New Jersey, 1975, l55 pp., 
$5.95 (cloth). 

"A Christian family is a mobile (a moving, 
changing collection of objects constantly in mo
tion, yet within the framework of a form) 
moved by the gentle breeze of the Holy Spirit." 
Mrs. Schaeffer further defines the family as a 
formation center for human relationships, cit
ing personal, tested experiences as examples. 

Valuable reading for parents, this book points 
out the importance of teaching basic moral val
ues, developing creativity, balance in priorities, 
caring and family loyalty, in the carefully super
vised framework of the family. The approach is 
both fresh and challenging. 

A chapter on the family as an economic unit 
encourages the housewife and mother to be 
aware of her important contribution to the fam
ily's economic situation and the vast oppor
tunities her role provides for use of her imag
ination, talents, and skills. She furnishes usable 
examples and helpful guidelines. 

The author warns against sacrificing family 
togetherness to the extent of spoiling the exam
ple the watching world needs to see. She em
phasizes, "What society needs more than any
thing else is a glimpse through a window into 
the family life of people who are becoming cre
ative in amazingly diverse ways and who 
haven't time to be bored." This is an extremely 
helpful, much-needed book that puts the fam
ily and its nurturing in proper perspective. -
Kathryn Hfflen, Bartlesuille, Oltlahoma 

A Mother Shares, Perspectiues on Parenting by 
Susan Nethery, Baker/Grand Rapids, Mich
igan, 1981, 15l pp., $5.95 (cloth). 

Susan Nethery's perspectives on her parent
ing are delightful, warm, and witty. She writes 
well, so that reading her book is like sitting with 
coffee cup in hand, in her sunny kitchen, listen
ing to her share what God has done for her 
family. 

The 34 chapters could be used one a day as a 
devotional guide. Each chapter begins with 
scripture and ends with a prayer. Her writing 
styles vary, using short-story prose and poetry 
to get her message across. In each short chap
ter Susan tells of some incident in her life and 
the lives of her husband and four children 
where they praise or petition the Heavenly Fa
ther. 
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him an honorary doctorate in 1959. 
Preceding him in death were his wife 

Emma (1973), his son James, and his 
daughter Beatrice. He is survived by his 
daughter-in-law, Ruth, Salisbury, Mary
land, his son-in-law, Dean Felker, India
napolis, Indiana; six grandchildren; and 
several great-grandchildren. 

At the time of his death he was a mem
ber of the Central Wesleyan Church in In
dianapolis and a ministerial member of the 
Indiana Central District. 

Dr. Aexon died In a hospital in Salis
bury, Maryland, after an extended illness. A 

Book Reviews 
It is not a Dobson-style book on child rear

ing, but is more a book of devotional thoughts 
of a mother, and as such it is very good. 

Mrs. Nethery has also authored One Year and 
Counting, the story of her fight with breast can
cer and subsequent recovery. - Ede Thompson, 
wife of Dr. Dauid L Thompson, Asbury Theological 
Seminary 

Sermon Starters for Sl Sundays by Charles Koller, 
Baker/Grand Rapids, 19Sl, 165 pp., $6.95 
(paper). 

Sermon Starters for 52 Sundays, written by the 
president emeritus of Northern Baptist Semi
nary, Chicago, is a most valuable aid for preach
ers. The contents include four series of ll ser
mons each under the topics, "The Life Style of 
the Early Church," "The Book of Philippians," 
"The Teachings of Jesus," and "Special Days of 
the Year." 

These are structured in the author's basic 
pattern of: 

I. A thesis or major thrust. 
l. Expressed or implied questions, Who7 

Which? What? Where? Why? How7 
3. The "key word" pointing directly to each 

main point. 
Koller is most effective and is an influential 

preacher and lecturer in homiletics at various 
conferences, seminars, and colleges. - R. L 
Kenworthy, Indiana North District superintendent. 

Commenting and Commentaries by Charles H. 
Spurgeon, Baker /Grand Rapids, 1981, JOO pp.a 
$3.95 (paper). 

first published in 1876, Charles H. Spurgeon's 
reference guide and annotated bibliography of 
commentaries has been reprinted after 105 
years as one of 3l reprinted books of his li
brary. 

The first 34 pages of the bibliography are 
given to two lectures on the value and use of 
commentaries. Although chiefly devoted to 
Baptistic or Reformed-Calvinistic resources 
available in his era, Mr. Spurgeon includes ref
erences to Adam Clarke, whom he states "is the 
great annotator of our Wesleyan friends, and 
they have no reason to be ashamed of him, for 
he ranks among the chief of expositors." 

Spurgeon's "Chat About Commentaries" and 
his advice to ministers "On Commenting" are 
classic. They are thought-provoking and stimu
lating if not totally relevant to the pulpit minis
try today. 

memorial service was held on April 24 in 
the Calvary Wesleyan Church in Indianap
olis. Several ministers, by Dr. Aexon's re
quest, had a part in the service, Including 
Revs. Mark Storey, Wayne Wright, Ermal 
Wilson, and Bence Miller. On behalf of the 
General Church, General Superintendent 
J. D. Abbott gave tribute to Dr. Flexon's ser
vice to the Church. Dr. Melvin H. Snyder 
preached the message. Music was pro
vided by Wesley Chatfield and a quartet 
from God's Bible School. Interment was in 
Memorial Park Cemetery, Indianapolis. 

Commentaries on the whole Bible as well as 
the various subdivisions of the Testaments and 
individual Bible books are listed in easy-to-fol
low categories. The suggested works date from 
the Reformation to Spurgeon's own time, the 
mid-nineteenth century. Some, if not many, of 
the commentaries listed by Spurgeon have been 
reprinted or may be available in older editions 
so that this guide is valuable as a tool for pres
ent-day ministers, as well as for ministers a cen
tury ago. - Dr. Wayne E. Caldwell, Marion Col
lege, Marlon, Indiana 

Handbook for Christian Homemakers by Edith 
Flowers Kilgo, Baker/Grand Rapids, 1982, 163 
pp., $5.95 (paper). 

This book contains many practical guidelines 
that will give the Christian homemaker a boost 
in her endeavor to create a peaceful home 
atmosphere - an atmosphere that is condu
cive to comfort and relaxation as well as a place 
of refuge and security for each family member. 

Among other things, the author deals with 
such matters as how to decide what values are 
right for you and your family, how to manage 
your time, how to be creative, and how to es
tablish a f amity altar. 

She also gives many helpful hints concerning 
good nutrition, health and exercise, how to 
shop for groceries and clothing, and how to 
"make-do" when the budget is tight. 

Her book is geared not only to the full-time 
homemaker. but will also aid the two-career 
homemaker, empty-nest homemaker, single 
homemaker, and the childless homemaker. 

It is my opinion that every woman would 
benefit by having this "handbook" in her li
brary - Ruth Emery, wife of General Superinten
dent O. D. Emery 

The New Pilgrims by John Mcinnes, Ronald N. 
Haynes Publishers/Palm Springs, California, 
1980, lll pp., $l.95 (paper). 

Beware! Reading this book may cause a revo
lution inside Christians. 

Mr. Mcinnes has fresh, revolutionary ways of 
showing Christians how to break free of cul
tural influences and live a truly Christian life
style. He explains how to view time as a series 
of seasons which demand their own content, 
rather than the tight schedules we race around 
in today. He discusses a simplicity in life which 
reflects more correctly Jesus' view of posses
sions. He brings new insights to the place of pri-
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A 
squirming, sandy-haired boy of eight sat 
on the front row, grinning at me. The boy 

next to him couldn't keep his legs under his 
chair or his hands to himself. Another small, 
freckle-faced boy appeared disinterested. 

The girls sitting in their own segregated 
group were quieter, but I soon discovered 
two of them were busily scribbling notes 
behind their lesson books. A short, pudgy 
blonde whipped out her brush, and each girl 
took a tum brushing her hair. 

Where did I find such an assortment of 
children? It was my first Sunday to teach a 
Sunday school class of third graders. 

That first Sunday was a bright, warm 
morning, no different from the previous Sunday. 
But to me it was different, and I was beginning 
to feel panicky as we drove the five miles to 
church. Why had I said yes? 

With pounding heart I walked into the third
grade Sunday school classroom, a scared smile 
pasted on my face. I was early, but a child 
had beat me there. 

The children listened for five minutes at 
the most. I constantly shushed them, shook my 
head, and looked stem; but nothing worked. 
How could eight-year-olds be so inconsiderate? 

Birdie L. Etchison lives in Portland, Oregon. 
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I felt discouraged. This was not going to 
work out. I simply was not a teacher. But 
when it came to calling the superintendent and 
telling him, I just couldn't do it. So I 
decided to stick it out for a three-month trial. 

By the end of the first month I had the 
right names affixed to the right faces. That 
alone helped immensely. But more, I began to 
learn who my pupils were. 

I learned each child was different. Each · 
had. his or her own problems, no matter how 
trivial they might seem to an adult. Further, 
I discovered that at age eight children- are 
inquisitive; they seek knowledge; they want 
answers. The universe fascina~es them; the 
Bible is intriguing. Who can possibly have all 
the answers to their endless questions? They 
realize that nobody knows everything and that 
I frequently go to our pastc:>r for · an answer. 

The children als.o needed a chance to share 
their views and opinions. This made them feel 
important and a real part ·of the class. 

There are still times when I feel the 
children aren't learning. Then l see one 
intent, shiny face, and I know it is all 
worthwhile. 

What if I'd given up that first Sunday? 
I would have missed a great experience. 
The rewards have been many; the contentment 
no small factor. I have loved and been loved 
in return. I've given myself and, in so doing, 
have received a portion of each. child in return. 
I'm certainly glad I gave it a second try and 
learned by teaching. 











At Bethany Bible College 

God Taught Us to Lean 

D ays passed quickly as winter 
melted into spring. Another year at 

the university would soon be over, and 
I looked forward with excitement, not 
only to a summer's work, but also to 
being a step nearer my Ufe's goal. 

But as the sun wanned, something 
sowed the seeds of change within me. 
My thoughts included everything from 
"You're kidding, Lord!" to "I've got my 
life all planned; You just can't mean 
me." But God did mean me. I could no 
longer escape the truth: God wanted 
me in full-time Christian service. 

No vision, no dream, no voice. God 
simply withheld the peace I once en
joyed. Restlessness became my con
stant companion. My wife, Sheny, and 
our three children had sacrificed while 
I attended the university and anxiously 
awaited relief, marked by a resump
tion of normal family life. What would 
they think? 

During rain-drenched April, we satu
rated our lives with prayer, seeking, 
then finding God's will. As I raised the 
white flag of surrender, a fresh breeze 
of joy and peace revived my parched 
spirit. God confirmed my decision. 
Mixed family reaction yielded to sup
portive excitement. My response 
changed from "Oh, God, not me!" to 
"Lord, where do I start?" 

After the clouds of doubt blew away, 
we reveled in God's rainbow. Chris
tian friends sustained our decision, 
pledging prayer support as we con
tinued to seek direction. 

New in The Wesleyan Church, I did 
not know what to do next. Should I 
simply announce my call to preach 

Arthur Maxwell, since graduating from Asbury 
Theological Seminary, Wilmore, Kentucky, in 
May, seroes as pastor of the Wesleyan church in 
Bristol, N.B. 
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by Arthur Maxwell 

and wait for opportunities to proclaim 
the gospel? Would I have to endure 
further education? God forbid! Sav
ings exhausted by university fees and 
the necessity of resigning from the firm 
for which I worked, closed the door to 
college at this time. 

"Lord, what should I do? Where do 
I go from here?" 

The passage of time brought cer
tain convictions of the need to attend 
Bible college, not at some future time 
but next fall. Fear gripped my heart. 
How could I do what God asks? Per
haps I could persuade God to change 
His mind, at least for awhile. A glim
mer of hope drove me to my knees 
once more. 

The sun reached its apex as we 
neared the crest of the last hill on our 
journey to Sussex and Bethany Bible 
College. As the furniture-laden truck 
labored up this final grade and peeked 
over the top, we could see the town 
and our new home, nestled in a peace
ful valley crowned by rolling green hllls. 
However, the tranquillity of this farm
ing community did ·not calm the anxi
ety within. 

"What are we doing here? How can 
we live on the amount of money saved 
this summer? God, what purpose can 
You have for bringing us here now?" 

The process of settling into a new 
home and the joy of studying God's 
Word crowded other concerns into the 
background. During these first exciting 
weeks, God began to lift the veil of un
certainty clouding our move to Sus
sex. What He revealed during our 
three years at Bethany Bible College 
molded our spiritual lives, as a potter 
molds a common lump of clay Into a 
vessel fit for the Master's use. 

Sheny and I always felt we didn't 
need anything from anyone. During 
two years at the university, we man
aged to keep our financial ship afloat 
without outside help. Bible college pro
vided a new challenge with different 
circumstances. I no longer had a lucra· 
tive part-time job, and Sherry could 
work only a few days each week. God 
had masterfully set the stage. We were 
about to receive our first lesson from 
the Master Teacher. 

I slowly made my way through the 
press of the Sunday morning con· 
gregation. Friends pleasantly extended 
well wishes and pledged prayer for our 
family. A man with beaming face ex· 
tended his hand. As our hands 
clasped, I felt a lump press against my 
palm. I attempted to withdraw my 
hand, but Walter held firm. With an 
assuring expression he whispered, 
"Take it." 

As he withdew his hand, I stared at 
the folded wad, recognizing the mark
ings of a twenty-dollar bill. I could not 
believe what happened, and I certainly 
did not want to take the money. I of· 
fered to return the folded bill, but a 
look of hurt coming over his face 
squelched my attempt 

I nervously shoved the money into 
my pocket and inched my way toward 
the exit Pride staggered under this ini· 
tial blow. 

Many assaults followed and the bat· 
tie line became clear. "Lord, do you ex
pect me to take money from people 
and not pay them back? Not I! I always 
pay my own way." 

Swallowing my pride and humbly 
saying "thank you" to a multitude of 
God's people was undoubtedly the 
hardest lesson learned. God planned 
to use these saints in helping supply 
our financial need, but I wanted to re· 
fuse their support. In the following 
weeks and months, I swallowed hard 
many times as God continued to 
teach. 

A light gleamed in the darkness of 
despair. God knew best. Before long 
we accumulated a small surplus en· 
abling us to breathe a sigh of relief. 

Next page 
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Continued from page 7 

smile crossed his face as he raised his eyebrows and opened 
his eyes wide. 

Steve's last Sunday was a special highlight in our lives. 
A group of Christian friends joined the family to sing around 
the hospital bedside. Some in the group had been afraid to 
see Steve on his deathbed. Two of the visitors had forms of 
cancer themselves. One had lost a parent to brain cancer. 
But as we sang, our focus shifted from the troubles of this 
passing life to the hope Christians have for eternity. 

Steve, who had been in a naturally deep sleep, was 
roused by the song "Amazing Grace." He seemed to enjoy 
the remaining songs intensely. One verse powerfully stood 
out as if Steve were singing it for us. "I love Thee in life, I 
would love Thee in death, And praise Thee as long as Thou 
lendest me breath, And sing, should the death-dew lie cold 
on my brow: 'Tis Thou who art worthy, Lord Jesus, 'tis 
Thou." 

The Lord's presence was so real in the room that our 
hearts transcended life's trials to worship and praise the God 
whose "loving-kindness is better than life" (Ps. 63:3). Our six
year-old son Samuel, who had for several months with
drawn from his dad, was moved to lovingly approach his fa
ther for a tender, final "Good-bye, Daddy." 

Wednesday, November 25, I received the call: "Your 
husband is dying. You may want to come quickly." Amy, one 
of my favorite nurses, was on the phone. (I had prayed ear
lier that Amy would be with Steve when he died.) "Thank 
You, Lord, for answering my little prayers," my heart sang 
out. 

The 20-minute drive to Kaiser seemed to take forever. 
Thoughts of the 12 years of our marriage flooded my mind 
as I numbly sped down the freeway. Though we had known 
he was dying, the reality of the moment was painful. The 
thought, "He loved me," pierced my heart, and I knew this 
was the unnatural end to an unusually deep relationship. In 
one sense my mind was acutely absorbing the emotions of 
the moment, but in another more merciful sense I was riding 
above time, almost as a detached observer. 

When I arrived, Steve had already ascended the 
heights, leaving behind the infirm body that once held him 
prisoner. As a child I had feared seeing dead bodies, and this 
experience was not one I relished. Stepping around the cur
tain, two things immediately caught my eye. I was startled by 
the stark whiteness of his face. I never knew anyone could be 
so pale and colorless. It was shocking to view the still re
mains of what had been the most precious person in life to 
me. 

Almost simultaneously I saw the big letters HOLY 
BIBLE emblazoned in gold on Steve's personal Bible. Amy 
had lovingly placed It in his hands before my entrance. The 
Word of God and everything it represented to Steve and me 
seemed to take the cutting edge off the harshness of the 
time. It pointed to the eternal hope Christians have in Jesus, 
the Victor over sin and death. "He who believes in me," 
promised Jesus, "shall live even If he dies" (John 11:25). "O 
death, where is your sting?" (I Cor. 15:55). 
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After I left the room, Amy privately removed Steve's 
wedding ring. I wanted to save it for the marriage of our old
est son Samuel. Until she handed the ring to me, I had for
gotten that 12 years earlier Steve had a message engraved 
inside: "God will provide." It was as if Steve spoke one final 
time. The promise which had symbolized our marriage now 
offered reassurance for my new future as well. 

Thus the transfer was made. Steve was no longer my 
husband, but God had not deserted me. "Fear not; for thou 
shalt not be ashamed . . . and shalt not remember the re
proach of thy widowhood any more. For thy maker is thine 
husband: the Lord of hosts is his name, and the Redeemer 
the Holy One of Israel; the God of the whole earth shall he 
be called" (Isa. 54:4-5). 

The loss was not mine alone. Our children had to be 
told. After watching their dad undergo a 19-month-long de
bilitating illness, they were somewhat prepared. "Daddy ls 
dying, isn't he?" Daniel had asked the week before. When I 
said, "Yes. How does that make you feel?" he responded 
simply, "Sad." 

As I announced Steve's death, Samuel listened quietly 
while Daniel surprised me by jumping up and down and 
clapping his hands. "Mommy, Daddy ls happy now!" he 
shouted with joy. "But why are you crying?" He was trying to 
understand how death for a Christian· ts a "happy/ sad" occa
sion. 

Meanwhile 14-month-old Michael was oblivious to the 
seriousness of the occaslon. But his smiles and baby ges
tures were, as usual, a source of delight to all. 

Since the funeral we have had to make many new life 
adjustments. The older boys have been filled with questions. 
"What will happen to us if you die?" they inquired. Roles par
ticularly concern them. A couple joined us for lunch and, as 
we sat down to the table, Daniel said, "Look, two mommies 
and only one daddy." 

One day in exasperation at my poor attempts to help 
him build with his new Erector set, the five-year-old ex
claimed, "Why don't you go get us a new daddy?" I tried to 
explain to the boys that our merciful God has plans in His 
own way to fill the void in our lives. He himself wants to be 
their daddy. 

Throughout the months of stress we have been sur
rounded by caring friends who have upheld us in evexy pos
sible way. An equally important step toward healing has been 
our own attempts to reach out to others. To avoid lapsing 
into self-pity the night of our wedding anniversmy, I invited a 
group of Christians over to go Christmas caroling in the 
neighborhood. One family was new in town and delighted to 
meet people from the same block. Another elderly gentle
man, who had lost his wife the year before, wept in apprecia
tion. Concern for the salvation of others has helped ease our 
hurt. . 

At. the beginning of this new year I wrote: "Once I was 
two; but now I am one - alone but not alone. The Lord's 
presence surrounds me and His people arise with compas
sion to guide a safe recoveiy." 1WA 
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zon or the chief fact of my life." He 
knew how to fight discouragement! 

The ultimate secret of triumph over 
discouragement was known already by 
the psalmist long years ago. Having 
raised his troublesome question, God 
helped him to raise the right answer: 
"Hope thou in God." 

God and the confidence that we 
have in Him - these are our final bas
tions of defense against onrushing dis
couragement God, who cannot be de
feated, no matter how long His pur-

poses may tany! God, who takes the 
brokenness of life and shapes its tat
ters into a robe of beauty! God, who 
lets the powers of evil do their worst to 
the best that ever came into this world, 
and then beats the devil by raising a 
Cross and opening a Grave! 

When all else has been tried for the 
relief of our depression - a medical 
checkup, an honest self-analysis, a 
time of counseling with friends, a cou
rageous attempt at selfless service - in 
the end we must simply stake every-

ZEALOUS OF GOOD WORKS 

In Titus 2:13-14 we read that 
"Jesus Christ ... gave himself for 

us, that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good 
works." The last phrase of that verse in 
The Living Bible reads: "people with 
cleansed hearts and real enthusiasm 
for doing kind things for others." 

There are two clear meanings of 
zeal, depending on its established goal. 
Where the goal is good, zeal means 
eager striving, enthusiasm, admira
tion. When the zeal has a wrong goal, it 
becomes a defect and is composed of 
jealousy, ill will, envy. 

The right kind of zeal may be mani
fested for the honor of God. Those 
who have been redeemed from sin 
and brought into a relationship with 
God are to be enthusiastic (zealous), 

Gladys I. Abbott, Marion, Indiana, ls the wife of 
General Superintendent J. D. Abbott. 
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by Gladys I. Abbott 

"to do what is good." The person who 
is eagerly awaiting the return of the 
Savior will be zealous to further His 
cause by doing good works until He 
comes again. This zeal causes one to 
strain all his powers for the spreading 
of the truth. 

Zeal ls always in danger of being dis
torted or twisted out of shape; but the 
person who has zeroed in on a por
tion of truth and gives himself/herself 
to setting forth that truth, keeps boring 
away until someone else sees the truth. 
In fact, "his zeal glows." It ls this glow 
that convinces men. 

What ls zeal for good works? Zeal is 
intense earnestness in the accomplish
ment of something, a passionate ardor 
in the pursuit of it It ls not mere ex
citement of feeling, but something far 
more deep and enduring. It is a work
ing, practical energy. Zeal ls force. 
Christian zeal must be a steady, per
manent force - not fleeting, not occa-

thing that's left on God. Then we can
not lose! 

Discouragement may come - in
deed, will come occasionally - but it 
need not and should not be habitual. 
Discover its causes. Use common 
sense about your body's condition and 
uncommon sense about the needs of 
your soul. Trust God for yourself, your 
loved ones, your situation. For He said, 
"Fear not; for I have redeemed you. I 
have called you by name; you are 
mine." 1WA 

sional, not flickering up into a furious 
flame and then dying away. 

I believe what God wants, more 
than anything else, is that we should be 
zealous, melted into a passion of love 
by the overwhelming greatness of 
Jesus. If we are devoted to a cause, we 
will try to persuade others to believe It 
We are missionaries of truth. "We 
should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world" (Titus 
2:12b). "Whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatso
ever things are of good report; if there 
be any virtue, and if there be any 
praise, think on these things" (Phil. 
4:8b). 

This, I believe, is what the Apostle 
Paul means by good works. To be zeal
ous of good works is to be eagerly de
sirous of being pure and true and no
ble and Christlike. We should cast our
selves and all our energies into grow
ing like Christ We need to keep in 
close contact with Him and Hts Word. 
The instructed and obedient Christian 
will be yielded to God and his labors 
will not be wasted. 1WA 
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To encourage an exchange of ideas. we are printing the opinion and ,·iewpoints of people who have written to the F.ditor. 

in my opinion 
WILLIAM BARCI.AY: EVANGELICAL OR UNIVERSALIST? 

by Charles W. Carter 

HAVING recently read the book Wllllam 
Barclay, A Spiritual Autobiography ( Grand 
Rapids/William B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Company, 1975; 122 pp., $5.95), I found 
myself both amazed and disappointed. 

Arst, like many other evangelicals, I have 
long been an ardent reader and something 
of an admirer of Dr. Wllliam Barclay and 
his writings, notwithstanding awareness of 
some of his deviations from Christian 
orthodoxy. I possess and have read his en
tire 17 -volume set, The Dally Study Bible 
Serles on the New Testament - some of 
the volumes several times, as also some of 
his other works. I regard Barclay as one of 
the best-informed biblical scholars of mod
em times, but especially on the Graeco-Ro
man history and culture with unmatched 
ability in bringing it to bear upon contem
porary biblical interpretation. Ukewise his 
spiritual insights into biblical truth some
times have few equals today, as also his 
clear, practical applications. Barclay's style 
is simple and lucid. 

Furthermore, I have two additional rea
sons to appreciate Dr. Barclay. Arst, fol
lowing his reading of The Acts of the Apos
tles ("A Zondervan Commentary'' by Car
ter and Earle), he wrote in his excellent ap
praisal of that work thus: "It ls not too much 
to say that this is the fine flower of con
servative and evangelical scholarship." Sec· 
ond, following this reading and that of The 
Wesleyan Bible Commentary, Dr. Barclay 
extended a personal invitation to me in 
1969 to come to the University of Glasgow 
for a Full Faculty Fellowship with all the 
privileges appertaining thereto, which invi
tation I was obliged to reluctantly decline 
due to previous commitments in the 
Orient. 

I have been keenly aware, as have many 
other perceptive readers, of Barclay's de
nial of the Virgin Birth of Christ and his sub
tle evasion of the miraculous in the Bible. 

Charles W. Carter is Scholar-In-Residence at 
Marlon College, Marion, Indiana. 
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These issues, however, I have patiently tol· 
erated for the value otheJWlse derived from 
his writings. 

But what about William Barclay's A Spir
itual Autobiography in which he bares his 
theological soul? This book consists of five 
chapters. The first deals with interesting 
and often homey reflections upon his life 
from youth through his parish minishy and 
some 40 years of professorship at Glasgow 
University. Chapter two ls a "Self-Portrait" 
in which he acquaints the reader with the 
man Barclay. Here he depicts himself as a 
very ordinary, somewhat limited person 
with the usual strengths, weaknesses, and 
shortcomings of humanity, though withal a 
classical scholar and a master teacher. In 
ecclesiasticism as such, Barclay appears to 
have little interest, if indeed any great re
spect. 

Chapter four, "The Day's Work," is rath· 
er mundane with a mixture of remlnis· 
cences interspersed with some valuable 
advice to ministers and Christians in gen
eral. 

It is in chapters three and five that Bar
clay most explicitly bares his theological 
soul. In chapter three, "I Believe," he pro
fesses his faith in Christ as the Son of God 
(whether by incarnation or adoption is not 
clear). Whether he believes in the saving 
efficacy of Christ's death on the cross as an 
atonement for sin, or merely for its moral 
influence in demonstrating God's love for 
mankind is likewise unclear. He believes In 
repentance and the forgiveness of sins 
through the love of God. He also believes 
in the person and work of the Holy Spirit 
He declares his faith in the moral freedom 
and responsibility of man. He believes in 
life everlasting. Much of the foregoing 
seems quite orthodox and even evangeli
cal. 

On the other hand, Dr. Barclay's appar
ent orthodoxy fades in the light of certain 
other expllcitly stated beliefs. While he be
lieves in the efficacy of prayer, it appears to 
be limited to a mystical union and fellow-

ship with God, but does not extend to ob
jective faith for miraculous answers (pp. 46, 
47). Barclay (as a typical deist might) sees 
all of the universe and the affairs of man· 
kind operating by a sort of rational, un· 
alterable, natural law ordained of God. 
There appears to be no room for what 
Elton Trueblood calls "an open universe" 
for miracles and answered prayer (pp. 48-
50). 

Barclay denies the identity of Jesus 
Christ with God. Indeed, Jesus revealed 
God to humanity, but He is not God: "No· 
where [Barclay says] does the New Testa· 
ment identify Jesus with God" (p. 50), 
which is a direct denial of Christ's own 
statement (John 10:30, 38), and could be 
understood as a denial of the Trinity. Here 
Barclay seems to be more influenced by the 
pagan Greek concept of divinity than by 
the biblical revelation. 

That Barclay is a committed and ardent 
Universalist he leaves the reader in no 
doubt when he' says, "But of one thing I 
would go beyond strict orthodoxy. I am a 
convinced universallst. I believe that In the 
end all men will be gathered into the love of 
God" (p. 58, italics added). Again, "If one 
man remains outside the love of God at the 
end of time, it means that that one man has 
defeated the love of God - and that is im· 
possible" (p. 60). Here Barclay fails to rec
ognize human moral freedom to shut one's 
self out of God's mercy. 

With Origen, Barclay believes in hell as a 
punitive correction for unbelievers, from 
which they will be won through divine love 
to ultimate salvation - a sort of unortho
dox Protestant purgatory (p. 58). This posl· 
tion he supports with a series of exceeding· 
ly plausible arguments (pp. 59-61). 

Barclay is vague and confusing when he 
states that "Christian orthodoxy does not 
teach the immortality of the soul; it teaches 
the resurrection of the body" (p. 62). It ap· 
pears further that in his view there is no 
final salvation before the ultimate judg-
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CALIFORNIA 
General Superintendent: J. D. Abbott: 

District Superintendent: Stephen F. Babby; 
Assistant D.S.: Bill Bedsole; Secretary: 
James Judy; Treasurer: Theodore Stewart. 
Added 7 new churches last year. Total mem
bership up 3%; attendance Sunday a.m. up 
9% and Sunday evening up 13%. Baptized 
42% more than last year. Paid 78% of USF 
obligations; voted to approve an eventual for
mation of a new Korean District in Califor
nia. Ordained: Greg Cranert, Dan Everett. 
Steve Roll. John Schletewitz. Mrs. Lucille 
Nettleton was commissioned as a lay mis
sionary for service with her husband, Rev. 
Phil Nettleton, in Papua New Guinea. The 
last evening sitting was designated "Night of 
Miracles II." Church planters were presented 
for 3 new churches during 1982-83 with an 
additional 3 to 5 planting possibilities among 
the Korean population in California. Raised 
$63,386 in a special offering for the church
planting ministries. 

ATLANTIC 
General Superintendent: Robert W. McIn

tyre: District Superintendent: H. Ralph In
gersoll: Assistant D.S.: L. D. Buckingham: 
Secretary: D. W. LeRoy; Treasurer: H. B. 
Ricker. Full membership up 3.4%; morning 
attendance up 2. 7%; evening attendance up 
3.7%: midweek up 11.5%. Contributed to 
World Missions: $150,000 (up 11 %). Giving 
up 24.8% to $3,038,987. Ordained: Cam
eron Benson, John Fancy, Reid Stairs. 
Church planted: King's Valley, Rothesau, 
N.B. (Membership 43, worship average 90, 
Sunday school enrollment 127) Open Doors 
Citations were given to 43 of 61 churches 
for full-share participation in USF. 

VIRGINIA 
General Superintendent: Virgil A. Mitch

ell: District Superintendent: Paul A. Wheel
er; Assistant D.S.: Dale Reynolds; Secre
tary: Julian A. Howard: Treasurer: Barney 
Jones. Gain of 1.5% in full membership; 
slight gain in total membership; a gain of 
2.6% in Sunday school attendance: gain of 
.1 % in Sunday school enrollment: gain of 
7 .3% in total income. Lost . 7% in Sunday 
morning worship; Sunday evening atten
dance down 2.3%. There was 86.6% pay
ment of USF. Churches planted: Tidewater, 
Chesapeake. Va .. and Rocky Mount, Va .• are 
under development. 

CENTRAL NEW YORK 
General Superintendent: Robert W. McIn

tyre: District Superintendent: N. Ward Hall: 
Assistant D.S.: Gerald F. Wright, Jr.: Secre
tary: Frederick Gordon; Treasurer: Richard 
Beach. Conversions up 12%; full member
ship up 55; Wesleyan World Missions giving 
up 19.3%. Eight acres of additional land pur
chased for campground expansion. 96.1 % of 
USF general and 100% of USF educational 
paid (total up 6.8%). Eight Sunday schools 
achieved growth of 7 .5% or more: Gates 
(Rochester), 13.3% Chambers, 9.2; Pulaski. 
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12: Syracuse Lyncourt, 8.5; Wallace, 14.75; 
Oakdale, 33.3: Taylor. 20.7; Pine Meadows, 
9.3. 

EASTERN OHIO 
General Superintendent: Robert W. McIn

tyre: District Superintendent: C. E. Hanks: 
Assistant D.S.: Archie P. Fulkerson: Secre
tary: Roger A. Parsons; Treasurer: Froman 
Gollihue. Full membership up 66. Highest 
percentage gain in Sunday school: Wester
ville. 95% (Frank Carl); numerical gain: Lan
caster First. 26 (John Miller): enrollment 
gain: Chillicothe First. 125 (Fred Fox). Or
dained: Paul Ray Bussa, Terry Colley, T. An
thony Conley, David V. Hastings, John Le
Masters, John Miller, Edward Osborne. Den
nis P. Slack. W. C. Bussa commissioned as 
director of music. District paid 100% USF. 34 
of 60 churches received Open Doors Cita
tions for full-share USF participation. Dis
trict goal is to plant two churches per year. 

DELMARVA 
General Superintendent: Robert W. McIn

tyre: District Superintendent: Paul D. Dieter: 
Assistant D.S.: Atwood Berry, Secretary: J. 
Reed Morris: Treasurer: Liston Moyer. Loss 
in full membership, 39 (first loss in 15 years). 
Sunday school enrollment up 209. Total con
tributions up $66,268. Of 48 churches. 34 
received Open Doors Citations for full-share 
USF participation. District paid 88.4% of its 
obligation. Top five Sunday schools in nu
merical gain: Dover. 82 (Atwood Berry); 
Salisbury Faith. 18 (Frederick Shaffner); 
Gumboro. 8 (Larry Slavens); Lebanon. 7 
(Robert Dill); Easton, 7 (Paul Sheets): Cam
bridge, 7 (Ted Wilson). Health Care Retire
ment Center is now under construction. 

COLORADO 
General Superintendent: J. D. Abbott; 

District Superintendent: Elmer E. · Brannon: 
Assistant D.S.: Gerald Kahre, Secretary: 
Francis Hubbard; Treasurer: Steve Osburn. 
Full members up 9%. morning worship up 
6%, evening service up 25%. pastors' sal
aries up 2%. OBA is studying the total sum
mer camping program and facilities' needs. 
Conference directed the OBA to make deci
sion and implement it. Reopened church at 
Ft. Collins and appointed Rev. Don Rothfuss 
as pastor. 14 churches paid their full share of 
USF and each was awarded the general 
superintendents' Open Doors Citation. 

TRI-STATE 
General Superintendent: J. 0. Abbott; 

District Superintendent: C. 8. Colaw; Assis
tant D.S.: Roger Rider: Secretary: Max 
Colaw: Treasurer: Marvin Moberly. An in
crease in USF dollars given, but a decrease in 
payment of percentage of amount due. Cre
ated a full-time position of district director of 
church development. Ordained: Elvin Hanks, 
Samuel Heck, Brian Sprung. Churches plant
ed: Bartlesville (Okla.) Mountain View; Fay
etteville (Ark.); and Washington (Mo.). 22 
churches paid full share of their USF. Each 

was awarded Open Doors Citation. Voted 
minimum base salaries for pastors: full-time 
- $16,000, bi-vocational - $7,500. Both 
figures are the annual cash salary plus fringe 
benefits. 

CENTRAL CANADA 
General Superintendent: Robert W. McIn

tyre; District Superintendent: Walter W. 
Jewell: Assistant D.S.: Ira Taylor: Secretary: 
W. A. Smith; Treasurer: Eileen Baker. Full 
membership up 22: attendance up 10%. Or
dained: Turner Ingersoll. Top five Sunday 
schools in percentage gain: Toronto Milliken 
(A. Summers); Orangeville (0. Van Alstine): 
Newington (T. Brown): Cornwall (A. Varoy); 
Belleville (M. Durling). 87% of USF paid. 
Open Doors Citations for full-share USF par
ticipation given to 18 of 27 churches. (Over 
80% of the population of Canada is in the 
Central Canada District.) Goal set of planting 
15 churches in five years. 

WESTERN NEW YORK 
General Superintendent: Robert W. McIn

tyre: District Superintendent: Daniel A. 
Heinz; Assistant D.S.: Paul F. Markell; Sec
retary: W. E. Beers: Treasurer: Marvin J. Mc
Duffee. Full membership up 5; Sunday 
school enrollment up 536; a.m. church atten
dance up 154; over 11 % gain in pastor's sal
aries. District budget reduced from .037% to 
.035%. 26 of 31 · churches awarded Open 
Doors Citations for full-share USF participa
tion. 98.2% of district budget paid; 94.8% 
USF general paid: 100% USF educational 
paid. 

GEORGIA 
General Superintendent: Virgil A. Mitch

ell; District Superintendent: Hugh C. Pope; 
Assistant D.S.: Paul W. Braisted; Secretary: 
M. L. Arnold; Treasurer: Karis Gilder. Slight 
gain in full membership; loss of 3.7% in total 
members; 2.2% loss in Sunday school atten
dance: gain of 2% in Sunday morning atten
dance; gain of 9% in Sunday evening atten
dance: gain of 22% in midweek. Pastoral 
support up 17 .6%; total contributions up 
1.4%. USF contributions 91%. Bethlehem 
and Coffee churches completed and dedi
cated fellowship buildings. Philadelphia add
ed a pastor's study and other rooms. Six new 
ministers received into district. Ordained: 
Glenn Rainey. Pastor appointed to plant a 
church at Columbus to be known as Colum
bus Faith Wesleyan. 

WEST VIRGINIA 
General Superintendent: Virgil A. Mitch

ell; District Superintendent: Elmer Farmer: 
Assistant D.S.: Russell Mills. Secretary: Ron
ald Drillien; Treasurer: Bob Kincaid. Gain of 
10 in provisional members; a gain of 34 in 
Sunday school attendance; loss of 18 in full 
membership; a gain of 159 in Sunday morn
ing attendance: gain of 176 in Sunday eve
ning attendance; gain of 170 in midweek 
attendance; increase of $48.658 in total in
come. Payment of USF general 68.5%; USF 
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educational 51.4%. Extensive remodeling 
and renovation done on the following church 
buildings: Anawalt. Clarksburg. Culloden. 
Cuzzart, Daniels, Parkersburg (Broad St.). 
Princeton, St. Albans. and Three Mile. Dis
trict parsonage and camp property improved 
by remodeling and repairs'. Wesleyan Men 
under the leadership of Mr. Leon Hudson 
contributed $100 to the Dr. John E. Storey 
Endowment Fund for Central Wesleyan Col
lege and reported organizing three new chap
ters. Ordained: William E. Fry. 

WISCONSIN 
General Superintendent: O. D. Emery; 

District Superintendent: Russell G. Buck; 
Assistant D.S.: Robert K. Murphy: Secre
tary: Alan L. Tripp; Treasurer: George A. 
Lambert. Congregation at Valley, Wisconsin. 
was organized with 50 members. Plans were 
shared for the new Sand Lake Road Wes
leyan Church in the La Crosse area. 13 local 
churches participated at 100% level in dis
trict and general USF. Ordained: Thomas 
Moe, Richard Fossom. 

NORTH MICHIGAN 
General Superintendent: O. D. Emery: 

District Superintendent: Lawrence L. Keeser: 
Assistant D.S.: R. Bruce White: Secretary: 
James Campau; Treasurer: Franklin Howell. 
Nine churches met or exceeded the goal of 
7 ~% Sunday school gains. New Whispering 
Pines Wesleyan Camp has been developed 
for its first use in 1982. The camp is located 
near Manton. Michigan. Ordained: Dale 
Freed. Laid plans for new church at Carson 
City, Michigan. 31 local congregations paid 
100% of the district and USF assessments. 

WESTERN OHIO 
General Superintendent: 0. D. Emery: 

District Superintendent: Walter W. Jeffries; 
Assistant D.S.: Harold Monroe; Secretary: S. 
L. Booher: Treasurer: Michael Brown. Gain of 
32 in membership. 83% budget paid (dis
trict, general. and educational). A new finan
cial support program for church planting was 
launched under the name "The chosen 300." 
It is patterned after Gideon's army. A goal for 
one new church to be planted per year was 
endorsed by the conference. Plans were an
nounced for a church planting effort in Bowl
ing Green, Ohio. 34 local congregations paid 
100% of their district and general USF 
assessments. 

WEST MICHIGAN 
General Superintendent: 0. D. Emery; 

District Superintendent: G. Vaughn Drum
monds; Assistant D.S.: William H. Osborne; 
Secretary: Helen G. Ames: Treasurer: A. C. 
Barker. Gain of 157 full members. 28 local 
congregations paid 100% of their district and 
general USF. A comprehensive 5-year goal 
program was adopted by the conference. Or
dained: Dennis L. Perkins. Dennis L. Jack
son. Stephen B. Nelson. Jeffrey C. Botsford. 
Ivan Morse. Commissioned Special Worker: 
Barbara J. Fisher. 
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OBITUARIES 
Cooley, Cady 8., 80. July 13. 1982. 
Born in Grayson. Ky., Mrs. Cooley lived most of 

her adult life in Wichita. Kans .. where she died in 
Christian Old People's Home. 

Mrs. Cooley was a charter member of the Pil
grim Holiness Church. which is now Calvary Wes
leyan Church in Wichita. Kans. She was a faithful 
Christian who served for a time as Sunday school 
teacher. She had a wonderful testimony. 

Survivors include one son. Dale; one daughter. 
Charlotte Lockhart: eight grandchildren: one great
grandson: two brothers: Virgil and Leonard Fair
child; and two sisters: Lucile Fado and Juanita 
Milling. Her husband. Mark Cooley, preceded her in 
death on March 6. 1982. 

The funeral was held at Calvary Wesleyan 
Church. Wichita. with Rev. Naaman Dowty and 
Rev. Don Mitchell officiating. 

Ireland, Rev. B. F., 85. July 19, 1982. 
Born in Benton County. Missouri. Mr. Ireland 

was saved as a boy of 18 in a rural school revival 
meeting. He married Katherine Lewis in 1924 and 
farmed in western Kansas for several years before 
being called to preach in a revival held by Rev. L. L. 
Waddell. After his first pastorate at Johnson. 
Kans., he served the following Kansas Wesleyan 
churches: Fredonia. Fowler. Garden City. Hutchin
son. and Sabetha. making a total of 44 years in the 
pastorate. 

He is survived by his wife; two sons: Gerald. 
Peoria. Ill .• and Stephen. Lubbock. Tex.: three 
daughters: Mrs. Verle (Rowena) Taylor. Hutchin
son. Kans .. Mrs. Donald (Luella) Hinkle. Bucklin. 
Kans .• and Mrs. Don (Naomi) Mueller. Bartlesville. 
Okla.: one brother. Wes, Mullinville, Kans.: two sis
ters: Mrs. Ida Hensley. Ford. Kans .• and Mrs. Ruby 
Lewis, Denver, Colo.; 14 grandchildren: and six 
great-grandchildren. 

The funeral service was held in the First Wes
leyan Church. Bartlesville. Okla .. with Rev. F. W. 
Hauser. Rev. H. K. Busby, and Rev. C. 8. Colaw 
participating. Burial at Bartlesville. 

Meeks, Mrs. Chloie, 86. March 16. 1982. 
Ordained to the ministry in 1917. Mrs. Meeks 

was a lifelong member of the Southern Illinois Dis
trict and at the time of her death. a member of the 
Lawrenceville. Ill .• Wesleyan Church. Together with 
her husband. the late Rev. Ellis A. Meeks. she 
served as a missionary to India from 1922 to 
1929. They also served pastorates in Oblong, Rob
inson. Charlestown. Bridgeport. Olney. and Mar
tinsville. all in Illinois. She was president of the dis
trict WMS for many years. In the late 1960s she 
served in the Phillippines as a volunteer mission
ary for two years and endeared herself to the Fili
pino Wesleyans. Her life and service were marked 
by a strong devotion to Christ. an intense mission
ary zeal. faithfulness to her local church. and a con
sistent walk with Christ. She was living with her 
daughter. Virginia, in Marion. Ind .. at the time of 
her death. 

Survivors include three daughters: Mrs. Wayne 
(Virginia) Wright. Marion, Ind., Mrs. P. 0. (Ruth) 
Carpenter, Selma. Ala., and Mrs. Leslie (Janel 
Duckworth, Lawrenceville, Ill.; one son. Rev. Paul 
Meeks. Ottawa Lake. Mich.; three brothers: Ros
coe Neeley. Lawrenceville. Ill .. and Paul and Har
old Neeley. both of Heathsville. Ill.; 10 grandchil
dren; and two great-grandchildren. 

A memorial service was held at Jay-Swift and 
Storey Funeral Home in Gas City. Ind .. with Rev. 
William Babb officiating. A funeral service was 
conducted at the Lawrenceville, Ill., Wesleyan 
Church by Dr. Melvin Snyder and Rev. Paul 

Scheuermeier. Burial was in Lawrenceville. Memo
rials go to Wesleyan Missions in India. 

Miller, Mrs. Lucille N.. 77. July 12. 1982. 
Born in Franklin. Ind., Mrs. Miller was the 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Neff. She married 
Daniel Miller in 1932. and he preceded her in 
death. A faithful member of Trinity Wesleyan 
Church. Kokomo. Ind .• she is survived by a daugh
ter. a sister. six grandchildren. and six great-grand-
children. . 

The funeral service was conducted at the Trin
ity Church by her pastor. Rev. James Storey. Bur
ial was in Crown Point Cemetery. 

Richardson. Rev. Lois E.. 83. July 27. 1982. 
Born in Kingston. Ont., Miss Richardson was a 

Trenton. N.J .• resident for 30 years. A clergy
woman and missionary for 60 years and one of the 
founders of First Wesleyan Church of Florence. 
N.J .• she was known for her pastoral and evan
gelistic work. With her associate. Rev. Carrie M. 
Hazzard. she did missionary work in 31 countries. 
assisting in founding a hospital and supporting and 
promoting orphanages in South America and 
Korea. She was a member of the First Wesleyan 
Church of Florence and of its Women's Missionary 
Society. She sponsored many young people enter
ing college. 

Surviving are her friend and colleague. Miss 
Hazzard; a sister. Mrs. E. L. Loveless. Rockledge, 
Pa.; six nephews: Lyle Richardson. Berkeley. Calif .. 
Edgar Richardson. Wilmington. Del.. Warren Rich
ardson. Bridgeton. N.J .• Robert Loveless. Chalfont. 
Pa .. Beverly Loveless. Southampton. Pa.: and 
George E. Failing. Marion, Ind.: and seven nieces: 
Sally Richardson. Fillmore. N.Y .. Barbara Olsen. 
New Mexico. Beth Swardstrom. Massachusetts. 
Ann Somerville. Kingston. Ont.. Grace Anderson. 
Marion, Ind .. Sarah Short. Arlington. Va .• and Olive 
Garner. Spring Hill. Fla. 

The funeral service was held at the First Wes
leyan Church in Florence with Rev. James H. Mills. 
Jr .. officiating. assisted by Rev. Michael Leamon. 
Burial was in Hillside Cemetery. Roslyn, Pa. 

Smith, Mrs. Susie M .• 92. July 22. 1982. 
Born in southern Indiana. Mrs. Smith was mar

ried in 1917 to Mr. Bert P. Smith. who died in 
1971. She is survived by a son. five grandchildren. 
and ten great-grandchildren. She was a member of 
the Trinity Wesleyan Church. Kokomo, Ind. 

The funeral service was held at the Ellers Mort
uary. Kokomo. Ind .. by her pastor. James Storey. 
Burial at Crown Point Cemetery. 

Wood. Grace. 100. July 14. 1982. 
Saved during her early teens, Grace attended 

God's Bible School in Cincinnati, Ohio. She helped 
pioneer a mission work in Cleveland, Ohio. and 
was matron of a rescue home for girls in Canton. 
Ohio. until she went to India as a missionary un
der the Wesleyan Methodist Connection. Grace's 
sister Stella had spent a term of service in India 
and was preparing to return at the end of her fur
lough. Grace had been commissioned and was 
ready to go with Stella. It was at the end of World 
War I. and they had weeks of waiting on the West 
Coast before they could get passage on a ship 
bound for the Far East. 

Grace spent three terms (6~ years each) in In
dia in the Gujarat District. and proved to be a won
derful missionary. Whether it was a time of devo
tion or fun, she entered into it with all her heart. 
Her devotional life was deep and real. She was 
quick to speak and act. But when her ideas were 
not approved she turned her thoughts in some oth
er direction. She was never found pouting. After 
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I Was Read~ng 
D in The Jerusalem Post International 
Edition, May 16-22. 1982, an article 
about Robert St. John, 80-year-old 
American journalist who was in Haifa to 
receive an honorary fellowship from the 
university. Says St. John, "There are few 
advantages to old age. You lose your 
hair, your teeth, and some of your facul
ties. But there is one advantage; you tell 
the truth. I've been a reporter long 
enough to know that we in the trade do 
well when we get 60 percent of the 
truth." 

In talking with the press about his 
biography of Nasser, he said that Ben
Gurion "had a faith.in eventual peace be
tween Israel and the Arabs. Nasser did 
not. He told me that he did not believe 
that Egypt or any combination of Arab 
armies would ever be able to defeat the 
Israeli army. But he held that the Arabs 
had Israel completely surrounded and 
thus totally dependent on American 
help. He said he knew people well 
enough to believe that the American 
Jews would eventually get tired of sup
porting Israel, and then the Arabs would 
be able to strangle Israel economically 
without loss of life." 

D in World Press Review, May 1982. 
an interview with Jacqueline Beytout. 
editor in chief of a Paris newspaper. In 
answer to a question about whether a 
Soviet march into Poland would provide 
the shock needed to unite U.S. and Eu
rope. she said, "I don't think so. We pub
lished an editorial titled 'Hope Has Been 
Assassinated, the Western World Is on 
the Balcony.' In it we say 'With respect 
to the West (the December coup) shows 
unease but we continue to take refuge in 
"non-interference," as West Germany 
and France have put it. In Warsaw hope 
is assassinated. and the Western coun
tries assist in this crime far above on 
their balcony.' 

"Maybe only in a great catastrophe 
will we find unity. . . . I think the West
ern populace has been eating too much. 
living too well. so we don't have any 
spirit left. The shock will come when 
some of what we have disappears: 
peace, freedom. prosperity. 

"The trauma of our civilization is that 
we don't have to fight for survival any
more. so we direct our energies to other 
things. I find it very frightening. We eat 
too much meat and we find nothing to 
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REVIVAL PRAYING 

If my people, which are called by my name, 
shall humble themselves, and pray, and 
seek my face, and tum from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will 
forglue their sin, and will heal their land (II 
Chron. 7: 14). 

Revival praying is essentially the 
same as it has always been. Soft

pedaled praying brings soft results. 
Isaiah said of his people, Judah, 

"The whole head is sick, and the whole 
heart faint From the sole of the foot 
even unto the head there is no sound
ness in it: but wounds, and bruises, and 
putrifying sores" (1:5-6). Our own 
nation is approaching such a state. 
Isaiah was prophesying to avert na
tional calamity. 

Of our own present spiritual condi
tion A W. Tozer has said, "Much that 
passes for New Testament Christianity 
is little more than objective truth sweet
ened with song and made palatable by 
religious entertainment." 

If today Christ should rapture His 
saints from this earth, would His an
gels find in the constituency of our 
churches an appreciable quantity of 
folk who are eager to go to the Mar
riage Supper of the Lamb? Would a 
reluctant Bride be pried away from 
material possessions, coveted pros
pects, or unsaved family and friends 
which have come to have more attrac
tion for them, or would some be left 
behind? 

Nothing short of real intercessory 
prayer will tum our nation around. 
Christian education was not designed 
to enable workers to function without 
dependence upon the Holy Spirit, but 
rather to provide better and open 
channels through which the Holy Spirit 
might work. Workers who depend 

Ruth Brizendine, an elder In the Colorado Dfs. 
trict, liues in Florence, Colorado. 

by Ruth Brizendine 

upon talent and training instead of 
upon the Holy Spirit will fail even when 
they succeed. 

A radical disease - sin - de
mands a radical cure. This was pro
vided on Calvary, but the radical rem
edy did not stop there. A radical mes
sage of recovery must be proclaimed 
from zealous hearts - hearts made 
hot by intense, radical praying. Sin
blinded eyes and sin-deafened ears will 
likely not be thoroughly opened un
less by a message prayed down from 
heaven and delivered by an unction
ized minister, or as a result of convic
tion prayed down by Spirit-filled ser
vants of God. 

Many sincere Christian workers de
sire to have God work mightily through 
them, but seem not to know how to 
bring this about Of prime importance 
is the baptism of the Holy Spirit Jesus 
told His disciples, "But ye shall receive 
power, after that the Holy Spirit is 
come upon you: and ye shall be wit
nesses unto me . . . unto the utter
most part of the earth" (Acts 1:8). And 
so it was. 

The Apostle Paul wrote, "Where
unto I also labor, striving according to 
his working, which worketh mightily 
(en dunamei) in me" (Col. 1:29). Rob
ertson tells us that the word translated 
"mightily" means " 'in power" like 
dynamite." 

How did Paul keep this mighty 
power of God which worked through 
him? Cooperating with God, he was 
"striving" in his labors. The Greek 
word for striving is agonlzomenos. 
From its basic form we get our word 
"agony." The word usually indicated a 
contest, a struggle, or strong emotion. 
"Snowflake" prayers will bring snow
flake results. They will be beautiful, per
haps, and they are very beneficial in 
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In the Gospel of John I read, "If you 
will ask anything in my name and be
lieve it in your heart, that will I do." I 
believed God was a God of miracles, 
but I had never had a serious physical 
problem before. Yet this scripture said, 
"Ask anything and I will do it" I knew 
this meant me. I knew this meant my 
runaway heart. I said, "God, I need a 
miracle in my life. I need you to see me 
through this open-heart surgery." 

The day before I went back to Duke 
to have surgery, I stood in my mother
in-law's drive. I looked down at my two 
little children. I so desperately wanted 
to come back to raise those two chil
dren. I looked to God and prayed, 
"Please bring me back." I hugged and 
kissed them and said, "Faith and Jon, 
Daddy will be back." 

At four o'clock the next morning I 
was awakened by the nurses preparing 
me for surgery. Just before I was taken 
away to the operating room, my family 
gathered around and we prayed and I 
believed. 

As I was pushed through those dou · 
ble doors into the operating room, I 
looked up. There was a gallery with 
theater seats all around. As I looked 
into that gallery, I wondered what doc
tors, nurses, and medical students 
would watch this surgery today. I 
looked straight up into the lights and 
then I said, "I know who will be watch
ing this surgery - God will. He will be 
watching over these doctors and these 
nurses, and most of all, He will be 
watching over me." 

Twelve hours later I was awakened 
by the voice of my father telling me all 
had gone well. Two weeks later I left 
Duke University Memorial Hospital, 
not only with a well heart, but with a 
well spirit. 

Now when I have spiritual needs, I 
take them to God. When my car 
doesn't start, I take that to Him. When 
my kids don't mind, I take that to Him. 
When my wife doesn't mind, I take that 
to Him! He is a God of everything. 1WA 

OCTOBER 4, 1982 

DOES CHANGE GROWTH? 

Let this mind be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus (Phil. 2:5). 

Many believers become concerned 
about the changes through which 

they go during the early days of con
version. The glow of those early mo
ments seems to fade into a more intel
lectual type of relationship with Christ. 
Frequently this change is viewed as a 
spiritual death or defeat Others more 
wisely see in it the need for new types 
of spiritual activity. 

Marriage offers an excellent model 
which illustrates the true nature of this 
spiritual problem. The earliest factors 
which cause a man and a woman to 
marry may be comparatively shallow. 
Things like appearance and pleasure 
often lead the list. Then comes respect 
for intelligence or personal skills 
(sports ability, financial talents, etc.). 
The foundations for contact may be 
extensively established before the par
ties begin to appreciate things like hon
esty, wisdom, courage, and resilience. 

Likewise, a believer matures in his 
relationship with the Lord. The primi
tive sensitivity of the new convert, pre
occupied with the mechanics of friend
ship with Christ, evolves into a more 
habitual relationship in which "the 
mind of Christ" replaces the con
scious effort of the infantile stage. 

There is a major functional differ
ence between the behavior of a new 
convert - a "babe in Christ" - and 
the more mature believer. This differ
ence has to do with the purpose of the 
activities built into the life experience. 

Normally there is a transition from 

Joseph Kanzlemar, DEd., Is academic dean at 
Bethany Bible College, Sussex, N.B. 

by Joseph Kanzlemar 

emotionally supported experience to a 
deeper more certain trust in Christ. But 
whether that transition is properly 
made or not, a change will take place. 

The change might be made toward 
a dependence on the flesh - on hu
man rationalization of a religious pro
gram. Having begun in Christ, the per
son comes to depend on religious 
works - or humanly produced moral
ity. Paul warned the Galatians about 
this. 

Some will try to solve the problem of 
normal change by resisting it. They will 
tend to seek more intense religious 
stimuli which sustain the emotional 
level. 

The appropriate pattern of spiritual 
maturation should be from initial per
sonal growth and enrichment to active 
discipleship, supportive of the evan
gelistic goals of the Great Commis
sion. This does not mean that the be
liever has "arrived" and further growth 
is unnecessary. It simply recognizes 
that for growth to continue, the pro
cesses of maturation are changed. The 
believer moves from the classroom to 
the laboratory, and then to the field. 

It ls accurate to say that advanced 
religious development caused by oth
er means than applied discipleship ls 
invalid and produces deformed reli
gionists. 

In summation, expect change in the 
nature of your relationship to Christ. It 
can't be stopped. However, the nature 
of that change can be controlled, so 
plan to change in an appropriate di
rection. Tum your interests from per
sonal gratification to God-glorification. 
Give yourself to the training for and 
the work of discipleship. Forget your
self and think of Christ. Have a happy 
growth In joyous sainthood. 1WA 
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The Editor interviews Rev. C. Bernard Smith, pastor of Em
manuel Wesleyan Church, Greensboro, North Carolina. 

A Smaller Sunday School Takes the Honors 

FAILING: On June 29, 1982, your Sunday school was 
awarded a special citation by the North Carolina West Dis
bict. You also got a plaque. Tell me about it. 
SMITH: The citation was for a consistent gain over the past 
five years, particularly, and overall, a 14-year period of 
straight gain, including other churches I have pastored. The 
plaque states that it was the District Sunday School Secre
tary's Award for Outstanding Achievement I have to say that 
this award was really for a team effort. 
GEF: You say "team." Who? 
CBS: It begins with Ronnie Hunter, a young man who has 
been superintendent of the Sunday school since I pastored 
Emmanuel. He has excitement, energy, and ambition. The 
team effort includes, I think, a very solid teaching staff. When 
people come to our Sunday school, they take something 
home with them. 
GEF: How do you know that you have a good teaching staff? 
CBS: Because of what people say to me after the service 
concerning such a teacher. 
GEF: You evaluate these teachers every year then? 
CBS: Oh, yes, and not only that, four times a year, as a rule. 
We have a staff meeting when we bring up any difficulties in 
teaching, any problems in the layout of the Sunday school 
rooms, any need for equipment, any enlargement of liter
ature. We're so delighted to have our Aldersgate Store out of 
Marion here in High Point We get our material there. Our 
teachers are very quick to say, "Preacher, I'd like to have this 
or that book." And they can have it 
GEF: The Sunday school buys It for them? 
CBS: Yes, our Sunday school ls supported by the church 
and we do that freely. 
GEF: Did you have a goal for this district year? 
CBS: Yes, we absolutely did. 
GEF: Number or percentage? 
CBS: Our goal was the number 100. We made 99. 
GEF: The average for the year. Up from what? 
CBS: We started from 82 last year. Now we have a 99 aver
age to beat. We're going for 115 next year. I know some like 
to go for much larger goals, but I want to do what I feel my 
staff and I and my church are capable of doing. And that's a 
substantial gain from 99 to 115. 
GEF: Yes, that would be 1~ gain. Do you have a bus min
istry? 
CBS: No, we do not 
GEF: How do you bring In the people? 
CBS: We have an outreach minlsby of visitation. It works two 
different ways. We send out teams to visit, and our teachers 
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are urged to watch the roll weekly to see who's absent and 
get some sort of communication to them - a card, a tele
phone call, a personal visit - or all three. 
GEF: You find the Sunday school feeds your church, then? 
CBS: Yes, I suppose about 85% of the new members come 
out of the Sunday school. 
GEF: Is It easier to get them to come to Sunday school than 
to church services? 
CBS: No, I wouldn't say that. 
GEF: Do you make an effort to get them Into Sunday school 
first? 
CBS: "Come to Sunday school and stay for preaching." 
That's a record we play that sometimes sounds like a broken 
record, but I still play it. 
GEF: To every person invited? 
CBS: Yes, sir. You're coming for Sunday school and you will 
remain for preaching. You will be taught in Sunday school. 
You will be fed in church. 
GEF: Well, now, If you don't use a bus, how do the new peo
ple come in? 
CBS: Here is what happens. Those who are active and love 
their church are not afraid to advertise it. They say to this 
prospect, "All right, I'll come by and get you." Well, they see 
they mean business and they'll say, "No, you don't have to 
do that. We have a car. We'll come." And they do. We've 
talked about a bus minlshy. But I've' told my people two or 
three times that until I see full cars coming into the parking 
lot, don't talk to me about a bus. 
GEF: That's interesting, because this ls the method I used in 
my last pastorate. I used my car every Sunday. 
CBS: People are the best promoters. Why not get those peo
ple in that car with you? Why not go get those children on 
your street? If we could send out bus captains to set up ap
pointments so the bus can come by, why not set up appoint
ments so the church members can come by? 
GEF: Do you have a separate Sunday school outreach evan
gelism and church outreach, or is It one and the same thing? 
CBS: It's the same thing. Some of our visitation workers are 
not skilled soul-winners yet, but they will sense when there's 
a spiritual need and will refer them either to me or to one of 
my teachers who will deal With them. 
GEF: So It's a referral system. 
CBS: Yes. And then we by to keep up with all the visitors 
that drop in. I have a weekly newsletter/buU.min, and if they 
come a time or two, we put them on the mailing bst. That 
keeps the church name before them. 
GEF: Congratulations, Brother Smith. God bless you and 
help you to meet your goal next year. 1WA 
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A FATHER PRAYS FOR HIS DAUGHTER 

Dear Lord, 
My daughter has started to college. 

It is going to be strange, new, and ex
citing for awhile. Treat her gently, 
watching over her. You see, until now 
she's been a princess to us. Her moth
er and I have tried to repair her 
wounds and soothe her hurts. But now 
it's going to be different. To live in the 
world will require faith, love, and cour
age she hasn't had demanded of her 
before. Teach her the things she really 
needs to know, but please do it gently 
if You can. 

She will learn, I know, that all peo
ple are not just and true. But help her 
see that although there are scoun
drels, there are also heroes, and 
although there are enemies, there are 
also friends. Help her to learn how to 
recognize a hero when not dressed in 
hero trappings, and to see majestic 
truth when it is humble and simply 
dressed. 

She knows how to lose and how to 
enjoy winning. Steer her away from 
envy if You can and deepen her secret 
of quiet laughter. Deepen her wonder 
and love of books; yet see that she also 
has a quiet time to ponder eternal mys
teries of birds in the sky and flowers on 
a green hill by a lake. 

CHRISTIANITY is the life of God in 
the soul of man. This life of God is im
parted in response to appropriating 
faith. 

The great secret of keeping alive 
spiritually and being a constant over
comer is to maintain a vital and pres
ent faith. Since faith is of the heart, it 
can function only in a certain spiritual 
atmosphere. We might say that faith 
rests on four pillars. 

First, there is the pillar of submis
sion or obedience to God. A step back-
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by C. B. Colaw, superintendent 
Tri-State District 

In school, 0 God, teach her it is far 
better to be honorable and fail than to 
cheat. Teach her to apply herself so 
that she never needs to make such a 
choice. Give her faith in her own ideas, 
even if a crowd tells her they are old
fashioned. Help her to get on the 
band-wagon when she can and not to 
be lonely when she can't. Teach her to 
listen to everyone, but teach her also to 
filter all she hears on a screen of truth 
and thus take only the good that gets 
through. 

0 God, teach her how to laugh 
when she is sad and that there is no 
shame in tears, that there is glory in 
failure, and there ls often despair in 
success. Teach her to scoff at cynics 
and never to put a price tag on her 
heart and soul. 

Above all, give her faith ever deeper 
in thyself. And in tum, in herself. That 
way life can · never defeat her in any
thing! 

This is a big prayer. Maybe I'm ask
ing too much, but she's such a fine girl 
- my daughter. Amen. 

First printed In the September 1972 Issue o/The 
Trumpet, Tri-State District newsletter. 

FOUR PILLARS 

ward, holding back from the will of 
God, will bring darkness and even
tually spiritual death. 

Second, this faith must continually 
be nurtured by the Word of God. The 
soul must grow in knowledge, it must 
have direction, and the light on the 
path must be progressive. 

The third pillar is prayer - daily 
communion and fellowship with God. 
Prayer under the ministly of the Spirit 
keeps the soul searched out and in 
bright, fresh contact with God. 

WHAT'S WITH 
THOSE SILLY GEESE? 

by Pastor William Tice 
Bossier City, Louisiana 

HAVE YOU ever wondered why the 
Canadian geese fly only in the V for
mation? For years specialists in aero
dynamics wondered the same thing. 

Two engineers calibrated in a wind 
tunnel what happens in such a V for
mation. Each goose, in flapping his 
wings, creates an upward lift for the 
goose that follows. When all the geese 
do their part in the V formation, the 
whole flock has a 71 % greater flying 
range than if each bird flew alone. 
Each, then, depends upon the other to 
get to its destination. 

Something else - when a goose 
begins to lag behind, the others "honk" 
him back into place. Why don't we 
learn from God's animal creation? The 
church needs to fly in a spiritual V for
mation, "honking" one another into 
steadfastness. And it must be at least 
71 % easier to live the faithful Christian 
life "flying with the flock" as opposed 
to going it alone! 

by Hany A. Johnson, Urbana, Illinois 

Fourth, faith is kept alive by testi
mony. "And they overcame him by the 
blood of the Lamb, and by the word of 
their testimony" (Rev. 12:11). 

There can be no failure if we have 
our faith resting on the pillars of obe
dience, the word of God, prayer, and 
testimony. Through the dally help of 
the Holy Spirit, faith, the connecting 
link between the soul and God, will be 
kept intact. There is a wonderful bal
ance between God's part and man's 
part in keeping alive spiritually. 

(353) 9 





Incredible. If the rich couldn't make It 
to heaven, what chance did the poor 
have? Jesus answered, "With men this 
is impossible, but with God all things 
are possible" (v. 26). 

We, too, face many impossible situa
tions and questions In life. We have 
friends and loved ones whose salva
tion is of great concern to us. How can 
they be saved? What can we do? The 
life with God is the life of faith. As we 
pray, act under divine guidance, and 
believe, we can see that the situation is 
with God - the God of the impos
sible. 

When the angel came to Mary and 
announced she would become the 
mother of the Messiah, her Immediate 
question was, "How shall this be?" It 
was humanly impossible (Luke 1:37). 
Neither are we dependent on human 
means and wisdom. Faith allows us to 
give God the privilege of working - in 
our lives and in the lives of others. 

FOR GOD - The Serving Life 
The Christian life has new direction 

and motivation. "For Christ's love 
compels us, because we are convinced 
that one died for all, and therefore all 
died. And he died for all, that those 
who live should no longer live for 
themselves but for him who died for 
them and was raised again" (II Cor. 
5:14-15, NIV). 

The old life was lived for self; the 
new one is lived for God and others. 
The love of God motivates us. Christ 
loved us so much He died for us. We 
live out of thanks to Him in service for 
Him. The thankful heart always seeks 
ways to express thanks and to make 
others thankful. 

These little two-word phrases sum
marize spiritual life. Which ones de
scribe your life? 1WA 
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I Was Reading 
Continued from page 3 

work and fight for - to consume the in
born aggressiveness in human beings." 

D in The U.S. News Washington Letter, 
May 14, 1982, that Reagan's appoint
ment for "Public Printer" (runs the 
Government Printing Office), Danford L. 
Sawyer, Jr., is crusading to put the of
fice in the black and end the "uncon
scionable waste" of taxpayers' money. 
The congressional committee tliat sets 
GPO wages is not in favor of his plan to 
furlough excess printers and sell idle 
presses. He says he is willing to go to jail 
to make his point. 

D in Intelligence Digest May 19. 1982. 
that the Falklands "war" is "the first 
electronic missile war. The Egyptian 
army surprised Israeli tanks in the last 
Middle East war with wire-guided mis
siles, but the bulk of the war was con
ventional. 

"What the Argentines have demon
strated is that any nation that acquires a 
few electronic weapons and the means 
to deliver them can at least give a very 
good account of itself if not match the 
fire power of a much superior force .... 
The arms manufacturing nations of the 
world are going to rethink their market
ing policy from now on. 

"And both Russia and the U.S. will be 
taking a great interest not only in each 
other's hardware but also in those of 
their allies. The Argentine missile was 
French-built as was the plane which de
livered it. A NATO ship destroyed by 
NATO weapons." (Intelligence Interna
tional Limited, 17 Rodney Road. Chel
tenham, Glos. G L50 1 HX. United King
dom) 

D in Christian Medical Society Journal, 
Summer 1982. a helpful and informa
tive article about children born with 
Down's Syndrome. Author Carole Craig 
Cool discusses how Christian parents of 
such a child "wrestle with God" over His 
allowing this to happen. "According to 
Scripture, God's viewpoint is very differ
ent. Unlike us, He does not love people 
on the basis of their intelligence. There
fore, for Christian parents the arrival of a 
child with DS can be viewed not as a 
tragedy but as an opportunity to learn 
firsthand how to see things more as God 
sees them. . . . Parents will need to give 
more time than normal to the child with 

DS, but it is important to realize that 
these children have much to give in re
turn. One sister, discussing her brother 
who has DS, wrote: 'He possesses the 
qualities we should all possess. He trusts 
everyone. he hates no one. he always 
turns the other cheek, he greets every 
day and every person with a smile, he is 
never angry. Everyone is alike to him. 
There is no unkindness in him. He could 
never hurt anything. human or animal. 
He suffers when he sees pain of any sort, 
or anger or harsh words, and so those 
around him quell those words and 
quench the anger.' " 

D in a press release from Davis Pub
lications that publishing history was 
made this summer when The Christian 
Reader took its place at newsstands, 
supermarkets, bookstores, and check
out counters nationwide. The magazine 
is the first inspirational "evangelical" 
magazine to achieve national news
stand distribution on the secular mar
ket. 

The Wesleyan Advocate has had two 
articles included· in the pages of The 
Christian Reader, the latest being "01' 
Jack" by Earle Wilson. Urbana, Illinois. 

D in Christian Education Trends, May 
1 O. that a recent report from Roy 
Howard Beck (United Methodist), small 
churches in the country and small towns 
should not be closed. Such churches 
are being considered by the United 
Methodists with new respect - there 
are so many of this kind of church. a 
large majority of United Methodists be
long to them. and according to the 1980 
census the population is shifting away 
from the cities. From 1970 to 1980 rural 
and small-town areas gained population 
twice as fast as the cities did. 

D in The Reef Review, a prayer letter 
from Missionary Esther Phillippe. Brak
pan. South Africa, that "attitudes toward 
social segregation. or apartheid as it is 
known here, are changing in South Af
rica. No longer are there separate lines 
for 'whites' and 'nonwhites' in banks and 
post offices. In the larger cities many 
restaurants are multiracial. City trans
port is increasingly being operated on a 
first- and second-class-fare approach 
rather than on color discrimination. 
Equal pay for equal work is the trend in 
business and industry. . . . To the out
sider change may seem slow; to those 
who live here. however. the winds of 
change are evident. This will invariably 
bring new dimensions to our ministry." 

(355) 11 





everyone is enabled to act responsibly. 
(This is not to say that man always acts 
responsibly. Indeed it ls of the very na
ture of human sinfulness that we fail to 
so conduct ourselves.) 

What significance for the right to life 
ls forthcoming from this conception of 
the imago Dei? The "natural" process 
of conception and birth ls in fact a 
graced process. Human persons al
ways live surrounded by grace. When 
life is conceived, a human being is cre
ated. Appearance has nothing to do 
with the question of the significance of 
the fetal life. It is an intellectual, social, 
and theological abdication of respon
sibility to make an estimate of the 
meaning of this life in comparison to 
the appearance of an animal at a simi· 
lar stage of development. 

Empirically (that is, when one acts 
only on the basis of physical appear
ance), that comparison will be made. 
From the standpoint of grace it can 
never be made. Human persons 
"image" God. To exclude a fetus from 
personhood is an arbitrary valuation 
which a theology of grace entirely con
tradicts. 

Helmut Thielicke has an important 
word on this larger issue in a sermon, 
"Creation and Evolution." Referring to 
Psalm 139, he asserts: 
One thing is clear here. The psalmist is 
speaking about the biological formation of 
man in the womb. . . . And yet all this Is 
only the biological receptacle within which 
something altogether different is going on, 
in which God is actually speaking his cre
ative "Let there be"; and behold: there It is 

- there I am/ In his heart I lived as a com
pleted image when I was still a microscopi
cally small, unformed seed; already he had 
called me by my name. . . . There Is 
Someone there who bestows gifts upon us 
by the medium of nature - just as he sig
nals the signs of his grace to us through the 
sunshine and the dew. 

The argument for the evaluation of 
embryonic or fetal life within the the
ology of grace will not give specific an
swers to the problems imposed by a 
rape situation, the question of moth
er's life versus life of the unborn, or 
solutions to population crises. But it 
does press a concern for viewing life as 
God's gift, the reflection of the imago 
Dei, and the focal point for God's pre
venient grace, at every stage of the life 
process. 

NOT AFFECTIONATE ENOUGH 

NO, I didn't know that it was possible 
to have too much affection for a per· 
son. Nor did I know that the Bible 
warns us against it. I am not sure that I 
know those things now, despite hav
ing read Velma Sickle's provocative 
article (Mar. 1, 1982). In my opinion 
we have here a clear case of the mis
understanding of language and of a 
misapplication of scripture to deal with 
a personal problem. Any legitimate hu
man activity can become misguided, I 
am sure, unless it is fitted properly into 
the context of a Spirit-guided person· 
ality. 

It is true that a good dictionary will 
define affection as a "fond or tender 
feeling." That, however, is not the only 
definition given. The word has also 
meant (since the King James Version 
of the Bible, at least) feeling in gen
eral. Psychologists still use it this way, 
and it can apply to any and all emo
tions, as opposed to thinking and will
ing, as attributes of personality. But 
more importantly, the Greek word 
translated "inordinate affection" in 
Colossians 3:5a is certainly not to be 
understood to mean fond or tender 
feeling, neither by translation nor by 
context. It is an entirely different Greek 
Paul B. Wood is professor of psychology at Cen· 
tral Wesleyan College, Central, South Carolina. 
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by Paul B. Wood 

word than that used in Romans 
12:lOa, where Paul admonishes us to 
be "kindly affectioned" to one another 
in brotherly love. The word there 
means fond and tender feellng. 

Throughout Scripture I find admo· 
nltlons for us to love one another to 
the greatest extent possible. John com
mands us to love one another and tells 
us to love as Christ loved us. The fond 
and tender feeling which Jesus had 
should be second nature to the Chris
tian who has the spirit of Christ within. 
And there is no such thing as too much 
of this. In fact, there is a real shortage 
of it among people calling themselves 
Christians. 

I, too, believe that all relationships of 
the Christian must be controlled by the 
love of Christ himself. I do not believe 
that we should try and put an upper 
limit on our expression of fond and 
tender feeling for fellow Christians, 
family members, etc. If Miss Sickle is 
talking about one's stewardship of 
time, let her say so. Perhaps the Holy 
Spirit was dealing with her about that, 
and she missed the point. I am certain 
that she missed the point of Colos
sians 3:5. The word badly rendered 
"inordinate affection" is well within 
context with "fornication and unclean
ness." I doubt that she was guilty of 

what is meant there, judging from her 
description of the relationships in 
question. 

As one who ls called upon to minis
ter to many people ( especially Chris
tians) who are hurting and in need, I 
am frequently reminded of how we tra
ditionally, as Christians, have difficulty 
in dealing with emotional and physical 
closeness. We seem unable to differ
entiate proper caring, relating, loving, 
and expressions of these affections 
from the earthy and sensual. Is that be
cause we do not trust the cleansing 
and controlling power of the Holy 
Spirit? The superficial, hand-holding 
expressions of some of the contempo
rary Christian groups have no appeal 
to me. The kind of charismatic (grace
ful) aura of fond and tender feeling of 
a Christian brother or sister I find quite 
appealing. I believe that it was one of 
the characteristics of Jesus that attract
ed people to him. 

I am convinced that James Dobson 
is correct in his judgment that there ls 
an epidemic of inferiority among 
Christians. (His volume Hide or Seek 
explores this problem magnificently.) I 
am convinced that one reason for this 
is that Christians, especially parents, 
have never learned to dispense ade
quately the grace of kind affection. 
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Sunday Dinner by William H. Willimon, The Up
per Room/Nashville, Tenn., 19811 ll8 pp., $4.50 
(paper). 

Sunday Dinner, The l.ord's Supper and the Chris
tian l.lfe is an extraordinary book. Written by an 
adjunct professor of liturgy and worship at 
Duke Divinity School, 1976-80, the volume un
folds the depth of meaning in the sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper. 

Pastors who read this book will find fresh ap
proaches and new insights that are a radical de
parture from normal practice, nevertheless 
scriptural and theologically sound. Expect to be 
jarred. However, be equally prepared to ingest 
new concepts and dimensions in approaching 
the Lord's Table. 

If your communion service is "the same old 
thing" several times a year, then the author will 
excite you to make it more meaningful. 

A valuable educational guide for an adult ten
week course of study completes the book. I 
heartily recommend the book as a merited 
teaching and worship resource. - William Tice, 
pastor, First Wesleyan Church, Bossler City, l.oulsl
ana 

The Complete Book of Baby and Chfld Care for 
Christian Parents by Grace H. Ketterman, M.D., 
and Herbert L. Ketterman, M.D., Fleming ii. 
Revell/Old Tappan, N.J., 1982, 559 pp., $14.95 
(cloth). -~ 

The Complete Book of Baby and Child Care for 
Christian Parents is an excellent, all-encompass
ing reference book. Authors and Doctors Grace 
and Herbert Ketterman anticipate every paren
tal concern from pregnancy through the adole
scent years. They provide reliable answers and 
thoughtful insights into physical, emotional, 
and spiritual development. The incorporation of 
scriptural principles into Baby and Chfld Care 
makes this a "must" book for family libraries. -
Golden Seaton, Marlon, Indiana 

Common Roots1 A Call to Euangelfcal Maturity by 
Robert E. Webber, Zondervan/Grand Rapids, 
1978, 256 pp., $8.95 (cloth). 

The purpose of this book is to discover the 
roots that evangelicalism and historic Chris· 
tianity have in common and to point out those 
evangelical beliefs and practices that differ 
from those of historic Christianity. For his in
sights into historic Christianity the author looks 
to the early church from A.O. 100 to 500 but 
especially the second century. 

In his call for "an evangelical recovery of his
toric Christianity," Webber discusses five areas 
of concern - the church, worship, theology, 
mission, and spirituality. His approach Is to 
state a problem, examine the beliefs and prac
tices of the early church, and then suggest what 
evangelicalism needs to do in order to recover 
what it has lost of historic Christianity. His cen
tral argument is that evangelicalism suffers 
from a severe case of amnesia because it skips 
from the New Testament era to the present and 
thus ignores God's working in the intervening 
history of the church. 

Webber concludes that evangelicals agree on 
the basic facts of the gospel but not on the for
mulation, or Interpretation, of those facts. He 
cautions that when an evangelical group "clings 
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Book Reviews 
to the letter of its own formulation, it stands in 
danger of minimizing the primary essence of 
the Christian faith through its preoccupation 
with the preservation of its own secondary con
cerns" (p. 133). He then calls on evangelicals to 
recognize that theological differences among 
themselves are all rooted in an aspect of the 
truth. 

I highly recommend this book for its identifi
cation of the need of modern evangelicals to 
mature, especially by discovering the history of 
the post-Apostolic church and by applying what 
the Holy Spirit taught early Christians about the 
church and its proper agenda. Common Roots 
will be especially valuable to church leaders 
seeking to enrich their understanding of the 
church and to develop depth In their church ac
tivities and programs. - Richard A. Wire, Col
lege Park, Maryland 

Christians in Pain by 8. W. Woods, Baker/Grand 
Rapids, 1974, 176 pp., $4.95 (paper). 

It's easy to be objective about someone else's 
pain. But when we're hurting, we are better able 
to relate to those who are suffering. 

Christians In Pain by Dr. 8. W. Woods joins the 
growing list of books dealing with the subject of 
pain. In his perspectives on suffering, Dr. 
Woods reminds the reader that while pain can 
strike both Christian and the non-Christian, the 
believer has the hope of the Word of God that it 
is for a reason and that He offers a way through 
it. For the non-Christian, he has no such hope. 

Physical pain Is one of the consequences of 
Adam's fall. We will all face It in our own lives 
and in the lives God leads us to minister to. 
Here is a book that deals with, not how to es
cape pain, but why It comes, what it accom
plishes in our lives, and how to acquire the pow
er to make our way through It when God does 
not choose to relieve us from it. 

This is a book that would be of help to any
one who is willing to get involved In the lives of 
those who are suffering and minister to some
one in pain. It can help to deal with the ques
tions, doubts, and resentments that accom
pany pain. - Don Booth, Orchard Park. New York 

The Vine l.ife by Colleen Townsend Evans, Cho
sen Books/Waco, Texas, 1980, 135 pp., $6.95 
(doth). 

Mrs. Evans has written a perceptive and 
honest book on what It means to be a branch in 
the Vine. In spite of two references to a "char
ismatic" experience near the end of the book, 
Wesleyans should find this volume practical 
and inspiring. In chapters with titles like "With
ered Branches," "Pruning," "Cleansed Branch
es," "Crushed Grapes," and "The Life Sap," the 
author explores the truths Jesus taught in John 
15. Just what is involved in fruit-bearing? What 
is meant by "abiding"? How much fruit is 
enough? What is the branch's relationship to 
other branches? 

In the chapter on suffering the author looks 
at the Beatitudes from the perspective of suffer
ing. "As I ponder them and apply them to my 
own life, I am amazed again at what following 
Christ may cost. 

"If we are humble (poor In spirit) the proud 
and arrogant may call us foolish. 

"If we are tamed and trained by God (meek) 
those who are self-made may call us weak. 

"If we are transparently honest (pure) we 
may irritate those who feel uncomfortable with 
the truth. 

"If we are generous (merciful) we may be 
known as a soft touch. 

"If we believe God's ways are best (seek 
goodness) we may be called prudes. 

"If we are peacemakers we may be called 
weaklings - even traitors - by those who 
want war." 

Mrs. Evans draws illustrations from her own 
life, from that of her husband, Rev. Louis Evans, 
Jr. (pastor of National Presbyterian Church, 
Washington, D.C.), and from the lives of her 
family and friends. This well-written and com
pelling book should prove a blessing to many. -
Alberta Metz 

Great l.eaps In a Single Bound by Kaaren Witte, 
Bethany /Minneapolis, 1982, 96 pp., $3.95 
(paper). 

Kaaren Witte is a single woman who writes 
with the honesty that verifies her growth as a 
Christian. Her book Great l.eaps In a Single Bound 
is written to encourage singles and enlishten 
others about the Christian single life. 

Beginning with her eleventh year, Kaaren 
leads the reader through a diary of her life. Hu
mor and warmth are laced throughout the pain
ful episodes she shares of losing her mother to 
cancer, "brown-bagging it" at a church "fam
ily" picnic, and resisting very real moral temp
tations. 

It is simply written, most entries being only 
two or three pages. But with her first introduc
tion, "I'm going to open up my heart and let you 
walk around," the reader feels an immediate 
bond with this remarkably dedicated woman. It 
is not Just written by a Christian or about a sin
gle, but by both - and therein lies Its value. 
Kaaren is God's woman, and she is effective in 
her ministry. 

I'd recommend it to anyone serious about 
growing in the Lord. - Patsy Whittenberg, Sa
lem, Oregon 

Beyond This God Cannot Go by Creath Davis, 
Ronald N. Haynes Publishers/Palm Springs, 
Calif., 19711 159 pp.i $4.95 (paper). 

The title suggests that there Is a divine ulti
mate in man's redemption - even God can do 
no morel In his boyhood days the author began 
to search for meaning in his own life. Years 
later, after he became a pastor, he found It in a 
revelation of the vast magnitude of God's re
demptive purpose in Christ Jesus. The focus, 
however, is not on his personal experience but 
on what God had in mind as man's "redemp
tion" - how it affects all of his relationships at 
every stage of his life. Each of the eleven chap
ters closes with helpful group study questions. 

Dedicated laymen will find this book Inspir
ing because the author's work Is with a sroup of 
laymen formed "to help other laymen like 
themselves find an exciting relationship with 
Jesus Christ." - Glpsie MIiler, Charlotte, North 
Carolina 
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creased 7%; Sunday school attendance down 
7%. CYC camp had 80 registered campers. 
Paid 74% of USF assignment. General Super
intendent awarded the Open Doors Citation 
on behalf of the Board of General Super
intendents to 20 churches. Ordained: Ste
phen D. Walker. 

KANSAS 
General Superintendent: J. D. Abbott: 

District Superintendent: Ronald R. Brannon; 
Assistant D.S.: Philip L. Harris: Secretary: 
Garry D. Plummer; Treasurer: Lorren Elliott. 
Total contributions up by almost one-quarter 
million dollars. Paid 94% of USF assess
ment. Attendance at youth camp up 27%. In 
the "Drive to '85" program, 17 Kansas Sun
day schools had more than the 7 .5% in
crease called for. Topeka (Fairlawn Heights) 
Sunday school was given an award for hav
ing a 52% attendance gain. 22 churches re
ported over 100% of goals met in subscrip
tions to The Wesleyan Advocate. Ordained: 
David Bates. Goals adopted by the 1982 ses
sion are well-studied, achievable, and in
clude methods to assist in reaching them. 
The general superintendent awarded Open 
Doors Citations to 34 churches for paying 
their full share of USF. 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
General Superintendent: 0. D. Emery; 

Distrlct Superintendent: Roy Crawford; 
Assistant D.S.: Meredith Bailie: Secretary: 
Lee Dominguez: Treasurer: Don Glenn. Rev. 
A. L. Bray ended 30 (plus) years of service in 
leadership posts in Northern Illinois. For 18 
years he served as district superintendent. 
followed by 13 years as district secretary. 
Church planted: Orland Park (mothered by 
Oak Lawn). Ordained: Ronald Forsythe, 
Michael Fuson. Ten local churches were 
awarded Open Doors Citations. having paid 
100% of all assessments. 

IOWA 
General Superintendent: J. D. Abbott; 

District Superintendent: Donald D. Calhoun; 
Assistant D.S.: Donald R. Kinde: Secretary: 
John Zimmer; Treasurer: John Carey. Total 
members up 2.6%. Losses in attendance at 
Sunday school and Sunday services. Income 
increased more than $300,000. Paid 64% of 
assigned budgets - up from 61% last year. 

The district honored the 28 churches that 
paid budgets in full. The presiding general 
superintendent presented the Open Doors 
Citation to each on behalf of the Board of 
General Superintendents. Church planted last 
year: Lake City, Minn. Ordained: Gary Sloan, 
Douglas Swarthout. Commissioned as dea
coness: Lila Greene. Rev. Donald D. Cal
houn completed 20 years as district super
intendent. At a banquet honoring the Cal
houns a $2,000 vacation purse was pre
sented them - $1 00 for each year of ser
vice. 

SOUTH OHIO 
General Superintendent: 0. D. Emery (Joe 

Sawyer. substitute); District Superinten
dent: Eugene Ramsey; Assistant D.S.: H. H. 
Sanders: Secretary: Mary Lee Barnett; Trea
surer: Dorris Ann Byrd. 5% increase in giv
ing. 26 conversions and 9 sanctifications re
corded. Full membership remained the same. 
Awarded 7 of the 10 district churches Open 
Doors Citations for 100% participation in 
USF. The district met 100% of USF giving 
and was awarded the district certificate. Rev. 
Milton Lightbourne was received into the dis
trict pending transfer. An excellent youth 
camp was reported as well as a good camp 
meeting. 

INOIANA NORTH 
General Superintendent: Virgil A. Mitch

ell; District Superintendent: Robert L. Ken
worthy; Assistant D.S.: Kenneth Heer; Sec
retary: Herbert Mohler; Treasurer: Robert Ap
pleman. Full membership up 2.3%: total 
r11embership up 2%; Sunday morning, Sun
day evening. and midweek up 2%; 1 % loss in 
Sunday school attendance; increase of 7% in 
total income; increase of 10.2% in pastors' 
salaries and allowance. 47 churches were 
awarded Open Doors Citations for 100% 
payment of USF. District conference voted 
to pay 100% USF for 1982-83 and were 
awarded a certificate of appreciation from 
the Board of General Superintendents. Craig 
Moore and Bradford Snyder were ordained 
previous to district conference. Church plant
ed: Bluffton Sonlight. Nappanee and War
saw churches were merged. College and Shi
loh churches constructed extensive addi
tions and Warsaw has new facilities under 
construction. 

OBITUARIES 
Curry, Mattie Neff, 94, July 8, 1982. 
Mrs. Curry was converted at age 11 and served 

the Lord faithfully until her death. She and her hus
band Ed were charter members of the McKees
port. Pa.. Pilgrim Holiness Church and served in 
many capacities there. Retiring in Florida in 1953. 
they became charter members of the newly orga
nized Pilgrim Holiness Church in Fort Lauderdale. 

Surviving are three daughters: Thelma Drury, 
Inverness. Fla .• Eileen Randolph. Kernersville, N.C .• 
and Jane Colaw, Minnetonka, Minn.; one brother, 
Rev. L. R. Neff. Owosso. Mich .• 12 grandchildren; 
and 17 great-grandchildren. Dr. William H. Neff. 

OCTOBER 4, 1982 

former general superintendent of the Pilgrim Holi
ness Church who died in 1978. was Mrs. Curry's 
youngest brother. 

Dr. John Seay. administrator of the Methodist 
Home. Cincinnati, Ohio. where Mrs. Curry was liv
ing. conducted a memorial service there. assisted 
by Dr. Emerson Colaw and Rev. Michael Vilardo. 
Dr. Colaw (son-in-law) is bishop of the Methodist 
churches of Minnesota. and Rev. Vilardo. pastor at 
Middleton. Ohio, is married to Marcie Colaw. 
granddaughter. Another service conducted by 
Bishop Colaw. was held in the Fort Lauderdale 
Wesleyan Church. of which she was a member. fol-

THE GREATEST FEATURE 
OF WESLEYAN VILLAGE 

Wesleyan Village, Brooksville. 
Florida, has all the advertised advan
tages and many more. The physical 
setting is not the most striking fea
ture. Beyond the peaceful, organized, 
beautiful village scene, there is some
thing greater. One would have to 
spend some time there to compre
hend what I shall attempt to de
scribe. 

Dr. Paul Elliott, president, was a 
stranger to us, but our first telephone 
conversation was very warm. He as
sured us of a place to stay and add
ed, "Tampa is only 50 miles south of 
here, and we will have someone there 
to meet you." Because this was our 
first visit to Florida, we appreciated 
the assistance. 

The apartment was cozy and im
maculate. the rates most reasonable. 
Every effort was made by the man
agement to make us comfortable. The 
welcome extended us was a hearty 
one, and we felt that we were among 
old friends. A feeling of security and 
Christian love pervades the village. 
Doors are not locked there; vandal
ism is nonexistent. 

Kind hospitality prevailed through
out our three-week stay. Invitations 
at Christmastime and New Year's 
were plentiful. We made many dear 
friends there who insist that we re
turn to stay longer and share their ac
commodations rent-freel 

The transportation officer for the 
village took seriously ill and had to 
spend Christmas in the hospital. 
When we paid him a short visit, he 
continued to grieve - not about his 
illness, but because he was unable to 
drive us around the countryside. 

It was an inspiring experience to 
spend time in Wesleyan Village, a 
good way to celebrate our 35th wed
ding anniversary. 

The village folk are truly Christian, 
unselfishly carrying on His work in a 
quiet way. One is soon convinced by 
their "fruits" that their holiness testi
mony is genuine. 

Ann Smith 
New Brunswick 

(advenisementJ 
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To encoura2e an exchange of ideas. we are printing the opinion and ,iewpoints of people who have written to the F.ditor. 

in my opinion 

IS IT A DAY OF REST OR OF MADNESS? 

THE FOLLOWING euents are based on 
factual experience. The names haue been 
changed to protect the guilty. 

I stifle the rasping sound of my alarm 
clock and struggle to focus my vision on the 
dial. "Seven-thirty," I groan. ''Why am I so 
tired on Sunday morning?" 

Yesterday morning our monthly seven 
o'clock Saturday men's breakfast at church 
had mercilessly robbed me of my one 
chance of the week to sleep In. Later, Sat
urday evening, our Sunday school class 
had a social gathering. 

I stumble down the stairs and head for 
the kitchen to create my famous brand of 
pancakes - Hungry Jack. After breakfast 
my wife opens the drapes. 

"Honey, come look! The patio is gor
geous!" 

"Oh, no!" I lament. "There's at least six 
inches of snow. I'll have to shovel the drive
way if we're going to church." 

"What do you mean If we're going to 
church?" 

The snow is deep and heavy. After 30 
backbreaking minutes I struggle out of my 
gear and head upstairs. My son is banging 
on the bathroom door, trying to get his sis
ter's attention. 

"Today we're going to be on time for 
Sunday school," I announce to my daugh
ter through the bathroom door. 

"Yes, Dad." 
But she always says, "Yes, Dad." 
"Get out and let your brother lnl" 
"Yes, Dad." 
Dennis shrugs and turns toward his 

room. I trudge wearily Into mine. 
As I finish shaving, I remember that this 

morning I sing a solo in church. I hurry 
downstairs to the piano and practice my 
song. 

My wife appears. "Where's your daugh
ter?" I ask. 

"Your daughter is upstairs. Why don't 
you call her?" 

OCTOBER 18, 1982 

by Robert B. Haslam, Warsaw, Indiana 

"Three minutes!" I yell upstairs. 
"Dad, can I take the other car?" 
We have been through this before. "Two 

minutes!" I intone. 
I can hear things happening upstairs. I 

have a feeling of power. 
"One minute!" I call. 
"But, Dad .... " 
By this time I am out the door. I back the 

car out of the garage. Out come my wife 
and son, grinning. 

"What are you going to do now?" my 
wife needles me sweetly. 

Into the house I go. Back I come with 
our lovely daughter, her hair still in curlers. 
"You'll have to finish in the car," I say. 

Inside the car silence reigns as Donna 
pulls down the visor mirror and frantically 
works on her hair. 

I smile. We are going to make it 
As I walk into our Sunday school class

room, I discover the secretary is sick and 
the greeters are out of town. Since I am 
class president, I quickly nab some substi
tutes. I open the class. Following our teach
er's lesson, I urge all regular class members 
to greet the visitors. 

"Remember, you have to sing," my wife 
whispers. After excusing myself hurriedly 
from a visitor, I scamper upstairs. 

• • • • • • • • 
As we finish Sunday dinner I yawn. "I 

feel a deep sleep coming on." 
"But what about Lester and Gill in the 

hospital? They're In our Sunday school 
class family, you know." 

"I forgot I'll go over right away." 
"After you help with the dishes, please." 
Back from the hospital it Is too late to 

take my usual Sunday siesta before our six 
o'clock service. 

"Isn't there a slngsplration after service, 
dear?" 

"Oh, yes. I'm supposed to take wood for 
the fireplace and start the fire." 

At church in the Areside Room I can't 

force the handle to open the draft 
"Sorry to interrupt you, but they're wait

ing for you so they can start the service up
stairs. "I am supposed to emcee a quiz team 
event in the evening service. 

I rush to the men's room and wash the 
soot from my hands. By this time I can hear 
singing upstairs. I dash up the back stairs to 
the platform. 

"Where are the rest of the quizzers?" I 
ask the pastor. Two are missing. 

I step to the mike and Introduce the 
teen- and college-age quizzers who have 
managed to make it Next I introduce the 
judges. The quizmaster starts firing ques
tions. I duck out the side entrance and re
turn downstairs to prepare the fireplace. 

"Greg got the draft open," I am told. 
"He used the poker.,, 

I discover that I forgot to bring news
paper. Poking through the nearby furnace 
room, I find some discarded story papers. 

When the fireplace is set and ready to 
light, I go to a nearby room and tum up a 
loudspeaker to hear how the service is go
ing. 

"Let us stand for the benediction," the 
pastor says. 

I speed back and light the fire. After joy
ful singing and sharing, I help my friends 
put away the folding chairs. Wearily I head 
for the car. 

• • • • • • • • • 
"Good-night, dear." 
I stare up into the darkness and say 

"Good-night" to the good Lord. 
"And thank You, Lord, for this day of 

rest and . . . madness!" 
I lie grinning foolishly up into the dark

ness. I comfort myself that the Lord has a 
sense of humor. I think I can sense Him 
smiling back, perhaps a bit sadly, possibly 
shaking His head - just a little. 

I tum over and curl up. How good to 
know he understands. 
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IWYC - IS IT WORTH IT? 
by George E. Failing 

WILL THE permanent spiritual results of NJYC justify the tremendous 
amount of time, energy, and money which the people of our Church are 
investing in this event? 

More than 150 volunteers will contribute the equivalent of ten years of 
full-time work to this event The personnel in the Department of Youth 
spend 25 percent of the quadrennium largely working towards this event 
And the actual dollar cost is astronomical - more than $ J 1/2 million, half 
of which is actual on-location budget 

Can a denomination the size of The Wesleyan Church afford to 
commit such a large part of its resources for a convention like NJYC 
which comes and goes in less than a week? 

I think it's worth it You don't have to be around too many decades to 
realize that the rise and fall of denominations is clearly related to their 
effectiveness in challenging young people to total commitment, training 
them in spiritual disciplines, and harnessing their energies for aggressive 
evangelistic outreach. A movement is never more than one generation 
from extinction. 

Having a youth event like NJYC says something about The Wesleyan 
Church - we care about our young people. Even though we sometimes 
disagree on the particular methods used in reaching young people, 
support of the youth movement in The Wesleyan Church is a 
documented historical fact. Having an international event like NJYC solidly 
testifies that "We Wesleyans support our youth." Such bread cast upon 
the waters will surely return to us. 

More importantly, we need an event like NJYC for what it can do for 
our whole Wesleyan movement It is no secret that The Wesleyan Church 
needs a revival. All of us recognize that a host of lukewarm Christians 
need to be "fired" to a life of total commitment to the Lord. We hear 
reports of revival here and there across the Church. But it is still not 
manifest that there is a general awakening across the entire Wesleyan 
movement 

The planners of NJYC have been working for two years with the sole 
purpose in mind of sparking an international spiritual awakening among 
youth, their leaders, and consequently, the entire Church. Historically, 
revival has often been initiated by youth. I like what I hear from the 
planners of this convention. They actually believe that NJYC will become 
"the most important gathering of Wesleyans in the history of the Church." 

At Pentecost the believers were "all together in one place" when the 
Spirit dramatically redirected the life of the infant Christian movement. 
This December thousands of Wesleyan youth, youth leaders, pastors, 
parents, and denominational leaders will be "all together in one place." 

Let's covenant to pray that the Holy Spirit will fall upon us afresh, 
cleansing and empowering, motivating and challenging us. As He does, 
our entire movement will surge forward toward the 1990s with renewed 
spiritual vitality. Then we will make a wholehearted attempt to reach a lost 
world for Christ. 

rNYC? Sure, it's worth it! 
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GEF: Is that right? ls that the one? 
Gayle: Oh, yeah, it was the one where you were talking to 
him. 
GEF: Of course, from my point of view as editor of the 
magazine, the General Department of Youth has made an in
vestment to reach the youth through the Advocate. 
Gayle: I read it and I thought, ''This has got to be it" Because 
we had just talked about it before that We thought we would 
like to work with youth on a full-time basis. And we figured 
it just wouldn't work right in our own church. 

GEF: Well, now you'll know, and it will help me in my work. 
This is the first time, Nathan, that someone has definitely 
done something like this because of the Advocate. 
Gayle: The scavenger hunt was planned for the previous Au
gust 
Randy: Yeah. We had it planned a couple of times. I really 
didn't see how this thing would ever go. I couldn't see kids 
being enthused about something like that I really thought it 
was dumb. But she felt it was a good idea. And it was some
thing we could schedule and if it didn't work out, I would have 
no problem canceling it We had it scheduled once or twice 
before. 
Gayle: I had everything all ready to go, but it rained one time. 
Randy: But you were kicking this thing around for a couple 
of years before, and I just couldn't see these kids going along 
with something like this. And then we had it, and I couldn't 
believe the kids that turned out. There were about 16 kids 
there that night, and that was good. We had some there that 
I just couldn't picture doing something like this. This is a little 

I did not wish to tote a cross 
As some I saw had chose; 

I did not want the extra load 
To slow my pace as those. 

kids' thing. But they went out and did it And then this article 
came back through it So now when I see the Advocate, I pick 
it up and l read the articles in it 

Gayle: Yes, l like to read it when l get hold of one. 
Randy: The last article I read was one Kathy Bence had in 
there about how the church is neglecting witnessing to divor
cees, and I thought it was an excellent article. I think it's a very 
touchy area, but it's an area the church needs to minister in. 

GEF: We by to do something like that Your words encour
age us. But say, do you know where you're going to be next 
year? How many of you are there? 
Nathan: Eight Six family units. Four singles and two 
couples. 
GEF: So you're going to have an address somewhere? 
Randy: It may be in a cow pasture somewhere! 
GEF: Sure! I'll send each of you a free subscription.to The 
Wesleyan Advocate for the whole year. All you have to do is 
supply me with your correct address. 
Randy: I always thought it was an old people's magazine. We 
heard about it during the campaign, but we never really 
heard of articles and stuff that way. And we just automatically 
associated that - well, that's for the over-65 group. And at 
that time I really wasn't into reading. I thought it was just 
something to lie around the house and throw out 
Gayle: I think part of that could be that we used to have 
WIND. And that was kind of like the youth magazine and the 
Advocate was the older magazine. 
Randy: Maybe we've gotten older. 
Gayle: We've gotten older. We like old people's magazines! 

As each and every pilgrim had 
A cross upon his back. 

NO CROSS- ldidquitewellformanyyears, 
I was not bound like they 

"Where is thy cross?" I heard God ask; 
His eyes, they searched me through. 

"I have achieved great things, dear Lord, 
I've done it all foF you." 

Who labored hard beneath their cross 
NO CROWN lnstarkobscurity. 
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The years slipped by and I was known, 
I traveled far and wide; 

I oft had spoke from pulpits grand, 
Good luck seemed on my side. 

At last I came to heaven's gate; 
I felt a sense of lack, 

He had no record of my name, 
I was not on His team; 

Then I awoke from fitful sleep, 
And lo, it was a dream. 

I learned that night there is no crown 
For those without a cross, 

And those who labor on their own 
Shall surely suffer loss. 

-A. J. GIibert 
Vancouver, Washington 
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The Book of Acts (Shield Bible Study Strits) by 
Walter M. Dunnell; Baker/Grand Rapids, 1981; 147 
pp.; 13.95 (paper). 

Every reader of the Bible needs a commen
tary which is concise without being incom
plete, scholarly without being technical, pro
found but easy to understand. For the study 
of The Book of Acts, Author Walter M. Dunnett 
has provided just such a volume. 

A comprehensive outline of Acts is first pre
sented, then brilliantly amplified. Mr. Dun
nett's perception is at once stimulating and 
fresh, treating familiar and traditional truths 
with creative insights. The work is copiously 
footnoted during its verse-by-verse analysis of 
the text. This work is recommended as an in
vigorating supplement to any perusal of this 
Bible book. -Don Glenn, pastor, Broadview, Illinois 

The Best of E. M. Bounds, compiled by Cornelius 
Zylstra; Baker/Grand Rapids, 1981; 231 pp.; $4.95 
(paper). 

If anyone is interested in learning how to 
pray or is concerned about the seeming lack of 
emphasis on prayer today, this volume is an 
excellent selection. It is impossible for any 
child of God to read this book th~ughtfully 
and not be inspired to pray more and to pray 
more effectively. 

Drawn from E. M. Bounds's classics on 
prayer, these pages overflow with biblically 
based studies on prayer. Another outstanding 
feature is the many epigrammatic statements 
"made" for underlining, such as: 

"When Christ becomes our all-in-all, prayer 
lays God's treasures at our feet." 

"To be filled with God's Spirit, to be filled 
with God's Word, is to know God's will." 

"Pride, self-esteem, and self-praise effectu
ally shut the door of prayer." 

A prayerful perusal of this volume would 
transform pastors and people. -Alberta Meu:. 

Worship in Our Family by Paul W. Henshaw and 
Harold E. Weemhoff, Jr.; The Upper Room/ 
Nashville, Tenn., 1981; 128 pp.; $4.95 (paper). 

Here is some real help for parents who want 
to have lively family devotions. The authors 
emphasize action in worship- acting out what 
we believe and say. Family worship should not 
be "a rushed, confusing, five-minute exercise" 
but rather a time when we "focus on what fam
ily is all about . . . given direction and re
minded of its purpose and true values." 

In their suggested structure, no one auto
matically assumes leadership. All in the family 
are important creations of the all-important 
God. Worship in Our Family is a collection of re
sources for parents to create family worship 
celebrations. It is designed for many special 
days, like Easter, birthdays, and the first day 
of fall, and for other rather ordinary events, 
such as moving, illness, or fears of failure. 
· Versatility is the book's greatest value. Sec
tions can be used daily or weekly, or relevant 
topics can be chosen for your family's particu
lar needs that day. Clever suggestions for ap
plying truths are given which vary from fam
ily outings to individual crafts. The book is 
best suited for families with school-age chil
dren. -Sharon Drury, Marion, Indiana 

NOVEMBER 1, 1982 

Book Reviews 
Why We Haven't Changed the World by Pett, 
E. Gillquist; Fleming H. Revell/Old Tappan, N.J., 
1982; 156 pp.; S8.95 (cloth). 

In spite of multiplied thousands of re
corded decisions for Christ and millions who · 
claim to be born again, Christians are not ef
fectviely changing the world. Peter Gillquist 
does an excellent job of identifying why and 
then points out ways Christians should 
change and become world changers. He says 
there is so much emphasis on the initial con
version that motivation to holiness and righte
ousness has been neglected. He examines the 
modern tendency to exalt the celebrity con
vert rather than those who have faithfully 
finished the course. He questions popular ob
session with the blessings of Christianity with
out the balance of facing the hardships. 

Mr. Gillquist points out the importance of 
embracing the church and Christian tradi
tion, being accountable to God and His 
church, and being willing to commit our time 
and our bodies to God. 

Mr. Gillquist's compassionate style will fas
cinate and challenge both laymen and pastors. 
- James A. Stevens, Owensboro, Kentucky 

A Heart Opened Wide by Homer A. Kent, Jr.; 
Baker/Grand Rapids, 1982; 205 pp.; $4.95 (paper). 

"Therefore if any man be in Christ ... " is 
one of the great texts often quoted from II 
Corinthians. Still this New Testament book it
self often remains a puzzle to many. A letter 
to the problem church of Corinth, it forced its 
writer Paul to "boast" and later to indulge in 
"folly." Why? Considering how its mighty plea 
to grasp the glory and true motivation of the 
gospel ministry deserves better understand
ing, some of the great expositors have failed 
to do justice and give this book the attention 
it deserves. 

This recent commentary by a preacher of 
the gospel, a Near East traveler, student, and 
college and seminary president (Grace Col
lege and Grace Theological Seminary, 
Winona Lake, Ind.) goes a long way toward 
filling up the gap. The author of this exegeti
cal commentary written to serve both pastor 
and layman takes the reader past the "wooden 
literalness" of some translations that have 
obscured all too long this "most personal and 
revealing document" from the pen of St. Paul. 
He makes us share a little more clearly some 
of the mighty drama behind this worthy letter. 
And this study provides almost a verse-by
verse comment. 

St. Paul states his chief burden was not the 
physical sufferings or even the many misun
derstandings of his motives but the "care of 
the churches" (11 :28). How much he cared 
and how much it cost him to care is the story 
of this letter. He wrote the members of this 
church before he was to visit.them again, to 
ward off another painful confrontation such 
as he had previously experienced. A call to 
holy living can sometimes be a painful experi
ence. 

Did St. Paul's letter achieve its goal? The au
thor of this book believes it did. They took the 
collection for needy saints, and it was deliv-

ered. Furthermore, they must have loved the 
letter, for they saved it and passed it on. Now 
does this commentary achieve its purpose? 
The reviewer felt himself at last more at home 
in this most personal and emotional revela
tion of the soul of the great apostle to the Gen
tiles. He noted good comments on sanctifica
tion referring to chapter 7: 1. And there is 
morel-Alton Shea, Houghton,New York 

Devotions: A Family Affair by Ruth McRoberts 
Ward; Baker/Grand Rapids, 1977; 51 pp.; S2.45 
(paper). 

Family devotions? Yes, but how? Is the 
home the greatest influence in your child's 
life? Have you had the joy of leading your 
child to Christ? In a concise manner the au
thor speaks to these questions and places 
home at the focal point of a child's Christian 
education. Mrs. Ward directs parents toward 
this responsibility and llelps them to sense the 
joy of leading their own child to the Lord. Par
ents are further assisted in developing a God
given confidence to be able to meet this chal
lenge. 

In the concluding chapters, the basic ques
tions regarding family devotions are dealt 
with: when to have it, who should lead it, and 
how to go about it. Suggestions are made for 
appropriate content and approaches for each 
age level (preschool, elementary, and teens) 
along with related resource books. 

This is a book with unique ideas and offers 
a fresh challenge to parents. Sharing God's 
Word should be a natural part of every day. -
Ray Bamwtll, Gt11tral DimlorofSundaySchools 

Living Words in Ephesians by Wayne Deu:.ler; 
Baker/Grand Rapids, 1981; 140 pp.; $5.95 (paper). 

Wayne Detzler, pastor of Kensington Bap
tist Church, Bristol, England, has pulled to
gether a helpful word study on the book of 
Ephesians that arose out of an expository 
series taught in his church in 1979-80. The 
author has chosen words from Paul's Epistle 
to the Ephesians for the purpose of explain
ing their meaning and thus making applica
tion of the Scripture in our lives. 

The preacher or teacher will find the book 
to be pertinent and valuable for study. The 
fact that these word studies arise out of the au
thor's expository preaching adds a certain 
flavor to the work which gives life to the study. 
His use of illustrations, for instance, is rich 
and enjoyable. One would have to say that this 
book leans in the direction of being more of 
a devotional study than a pure word study. 

Dr. Detzler is a strong Calvinist and his 
theological persuasion is very evident in his 
explanations of such words as "saints," 
"choice," "sealed," etc. Nevertheless, the stu
dent of Scripture, while remembering that a 
word study of the original languages is no 
guarantee of doctrinal accuracy, will find Liv
ing Words in Ephesians a profitable book that will 
be very helpful in sermon/lesson preparation. 
- Paul Hont.r., Central Wesleyan Church, Holland, 
Michigan 
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BOOKS ARE 
MISSIONARIES 

A II of us living in the '80s must 
know the tremendous impact of 

the printed page. Much literature is 
mediocre, and worse, much is morally 
degrading. 

Dr. Billy Graham, speaking at a 
Christian Booksellers' Convention in 
Britain earlier this year, condemned 
the output of satanic literature in the 
world today, but said that Christians 
could counter it "The best answer to 
the threat of pornography and other 
products of the devil's printing presses 
is to increase our Christian output and 
to make it better," he said. 

He advised Christian publishers to 
stay on target "The target is the Lord 
Jesus Christ as He is revealed in the 
Scriptures. Let our publications reflect 
His life, His Spirit, His message. Wa
tered-down interpretations lead to 
heresy, cults, and confusion. When au
thors submit something less than bibli
cal Christianity, let them know you sub
scribe to biblical standard and are not 
interested in a manuscript which tries, 
whether secretly or openly, to erode or 
degrade the Word of God." 

Those are standards which we as 
Christian readers should apply to the 
books we purchase and read. Some
times the title and jacket of a book are 
innocuous, but we don't have to con
tinue reading if we find that the con
tents belong in the fire. 

In several places in the Old Testa
ment we read what happened when 
the Book of the Law was found and 
read. Josiah was one such king who 
humbled himself before God when he 
heard what was in the book. The influ
ence of the Book on one man resulted 
in the nation repenting and turning 
back to God. We, too, need to be 
people of the Book. 

Have you wondered where the 

B. M. Oesllng, West Pennant Hills, New South 
Wales, Australia, runs a Christian bookstore. 

NOVEMBER 15, 1982 

by Brian M. Gesling 

Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8) obtained 
the scroll of Isaiah that he was reading? 
Whether it was given to him or he pur
chased it, he did read it, and the Holy 
Spirit used it to awaken a desire to 
know the answers to some questions. 
Are you sharing literature with your 
friends and acquaintances? They, too, 
can be brought to a saving knowledge 
of the Lord Jesus Christ through read
ing a book. 

Some years ago in Wales a young 
man went to his father's bookcase one 
Sunday afternoon to find something to 
read. A small booklet The Reason Why 
by Robert Laidlaw caught his eye. The 
Holy Spirit used that little booklet to 
convict him of sin. He got down on his 
knees beside his bed and turned his life 
over to the Lord. 

In Townsville in North Queensland 
some children attending a Sunday 
school were given a copy of Path of Life 
by Stella Stafford. Their mother, an un
believer, thought she should read the 
literature her children were being 
given, and read this book. She came 
under conviction and gave her life to 
Christ 

From Japan comes this story. It was 
unusual when a woman in Nagoya 
came in to order 50 copies of Eternal 
Blessing, a book by a Japanese 
evangelist, which deals with the prob
lem of idol worship. When the same 
customer ordered another 50 the next 
week, there had to be a reason. 

The customer's uncle was the foun
der of one of the new religious sects in 
Japan. Her faith had not been great 
when she prayed for her uncle, but she 
thought at least she would try giving 
him a copy of this book which spoke 
against all that he was doing. To her joy 
and ours, the Holy Spirit used the mes
sage to show him the futility of wor
shiping things made by man's hands, 
and subsequently a local pastor was 

able to lead him to saving faith in 
Christ 

As founder of the sect he had an 
elaborate god shelf costing thousands 
of dollars, and he promptly took it back 
to the maker saying he did not need it 
anymore. The manufacturer asked 
whether the souls were still in it, and the 
sect leader shared his testimony, tell
ing him that the soul is not something 
in a wooden box but an eternal being 
accountable to God. The subsequent 
order of a hundred copies of the book 
was to give away to his main followers. 

Some of the most thrilling stories of 
literature at work relate to the Scrip
tures. In J. 0. Fraser's wonderful book 
Behind the Ranges he tells that the first 
penetration of the gospel to the Lisu 
people "behind the ranges" was be
cause a young lad obtained a copy of 
one of the Gospels when he came over 
the mountains to trade. On his return 
the book was read by and to the 
people. They believed what they read, 
acted upon its instructions, and when 
the Frasers arrived in Usu-land later, 
they found a church already estab
lished! 

Are you putting vital Christian litera
ture to work to combat the forces of 
evil in your community? Visit your local 
Christian bookshop and get to know 
what is available for use in different 
situations. Have a supply of tracts and 
small booklets at home to give to 
tradesmen as they come to your door, 
or to send in an envelope to a friend or 
acquaintance. They may not read it im
mediately, but perhaps put it aside like 
that copy of The Reason Why in Wales. 
The son who was converted, now a 
grown man and father himself, con
fided that his father was not a Christian 
but must have been given the booklet 
and put it in his bookcase. At the right 
time the Holy Spirit used it 

Be a missionary, a literature mis
sionary, right where the Lord has 
placed you. Start today, in spite of the 
enemy telling you not to waste your 
money, that no one will read them. 
They won't if you don't buy them and 
get started. Who knows -there may be 
an "Ethiopian eunuch" approaching in 
his chariot right now! D 
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Begin now if you really want to . . . 

ENJOY CHRISTMAS! 

C hristmas is when Mom is crab
biest," said a high school stu

dent "Good food, great gifts, pretty 
decorations, and an exhausted 
mother. It's a tradition." 

Several of her friends nodded know
ingly. "My mom," said another, "is al
ways shopping, baking, and decorat
ing, or complaining about all the shop
ping, baking, and decorating she has 
to do. She gets so worn out trying to 
make Christmas good, she's no fun." 

Ironic? Yes. But not uncommon. 
These mothers think they are making 
marvelous memories for their families. 
They are so intent on doing things for 
their families that they neglect to enjoy 
them - ~nd to be enjoyable. 

Many of us become so preoccupied 
with what is to be done that we forget 
why it is being done-and for whom. 

An Exhausting Chore 

Far from being a period of good 
cheer, Christmas has become an 
exhausting chore. It is hardest on the 
mothers, upon whom the burden falls 
of doing most of the menial work. 

A friend confessed to feeling terrible 
after she had scolded her youngsters 
for their countless interruptions while 
she wrote Christmas cards. "I suddenly 
realized,° she said ruefully, "I was snap
ping at people I love while sending out 
messages of Christmas cheer to casu
al friends." 

Marjorie Cooney lives in Scarborough, Ontario. 

NOVEMBER 15, 1982 

by Marjorie Cooney 

Baking ten kinds of Christmas 
cookies may give enormous satisfac
tion to some mothers, but I find it plain 
exhausting. Wouldn't fewer cookies 
and more mother make for better 
memories? 

Before plunging into the usual holi
day frenzy, consider three keys to has
sle-free holidays: start Christmas prep
arations early, set priorities, and simpli
fy, simplify, simplify! 

Let the Children Do It 

Having a more relaxed, more enjoy
able Christmas may mean changing 
some long-standing, cherished tradi
tions. For years I decorated our Christ
mas tree. A few years ago the children 
wanted to tackle this job. This left me 
free to get to some other Christmas 
preparations that were waiting pa
tiently in the wings for me. 

The tree wasn't professionally deco
rated, but so what? The kids loved it, 
and Dad and l could live with it I can 
go back to decorating trees when our 
family is decorating their trees in their 
own homes. 

Simplify the Shopping 
Children enjoy long-looked-for

ward-to presents much more than sur
prises (which sometimes turn out to be 
disappointing). At the end of summer 
I begin to tune my ear for their "clues" 
as to their projected Christmas desires. 
I mentally "write" these on my list and 
quietly sneak them away for Christmas 
morning. 

How this simplifies my shopping! 1 
spend a minimum of time and have no 
last-minute shopping frenzy the final 
hectic week in December. 

By that time our gifts are reposing, 
beautifully wrapped, under the child
decorated tree. And I love to have one 
more last-minute, window-shopping 
trip, to enjoy and admire the beautifully 
and expertly decorated stores, secure 
in the knowledge that my shopping is 
already completed, and my budget is 
still intact 

Write Those Cards 
Back to the cards. Instead of setting 

aside one evening to "do" my cards, 
November 15 is the "last minute" for 
starting this pleasant task. Writing 
cards is the way I receive rich inspira
tion and the Christmas spirit 

I compose my own poetry and type 
this on each of my cards, a few each 
day, until they are finished. Also I write 
one or two letters a day to enclose with 
the cards. 

I spend about half an hour a day, in 
spare minutes at my leisure, usually 
while the children are at school, and by 
my "deadline .. of December 15, all our 
cards are mailed, and I have quietness 
of mind. 

Then Enjoy Christmas 
By the last day of school before 

Christmas vacation I have our Christ
mas preparations finished, except for 
perhaps a few last-minute touches on 
the Christmas dinner. Then I have time 
- time to enjoy the decorated and 
sparkling house, time to entertain fam
ily and friends, time to enjoy and have 
fun with the children, time to let them 
share with me their Christmas prepara
tions and projects, and even time to let 
them do some extra baking, shopping, 
or other interests of their own. 

Above all else, and most important 
of all my preparations, is the extra time 
I have for inspiration and meditation 
upon the central truths of Christ's birth 
long ago and far away in Bethlehem, 
and the closeness and beauty of what 
He means to me at this special time of 
year. D 
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CHRISTMAS IS KINDNESS 

by George E. Failing 

The kindness of God our Savior toward man appeared (Titus 3:4). 
WHEN DID this kindness appear? Almost 20 centuries ago, in the 
form of a baby called Jesus, whose mother was the Virgin Mary. 

Mary was a Jewish maiden, extraordinary only because God's 
grace had prepared her to receive Gabriel's announcement, "Thou 
shall conceive and shall bring forth a son, and shall call his name 
Jesus." And God's grace had . also prepared her to make the great 
consecration: "Be it unto me according to thy word." 

Gabriel served God as a special messenger (he had appeared 
more than once to Daniel). In rank he seemed to be the leader of 
the hosts of angels that appeared to the shepherds to herald the 
good news: "Glory to God in the highest; and on earth peace, good 
will toward men." 

Wise men came hundreds of miles, guided by a star, to see 
Him who was born King of the Jews. When they saw Him, they 
worshiped, and presented unto Him costly gifts. 

All of these were the wrappings of the gift God sent to earth 
that first Christmas. The kindness of God was, for the moment, 
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. No more 
pretentious than that 

The Baby grew into boyhood, then into manhood, then into 
mission. Vet God's gift remained "wrapped" in the form of a 
"carpenter's son," in the form of an itinerant teacher, in the form of 
an unassuming worker of miracles. 

The kindness of God was revealed when Jesus had compassion 
on the blind, on the deaf, on the lepers, on the hungry. Again and 
again, He became weary as He ministered to others. On the way to 
heal a dying girl, the lady who was suffering with a bloody 
hemorrhage was healed. 

Weary one day, while journeying from Jerusalem through Judea 
to Galilee, He sat on the well at Sychar. When a lady came to draw 
water, He asked of her a drink. She was amazed that He spoke to 
her, a woman and a Samaritan. Patiently Jesus offered her a 
refreshing and a renewal that water from Jacob's well could never 
supply. Finally, the "kindness of God appeared" to this woman of 
Samaria. Forgiven and filled with joy, she testified to all, "Come, see 
a man who told me all things." 

The weary world of prejudice and avarice, the anxious homes 
where fathers and mothers no longer speak to each other and often 
do not live together, the increasing millions of children and youth 
who are caught in the tentacles of an unkind society - all these 
need again to see "the kindness of God our Savior appear." 

What can we wish more this Christmas than that "the kindness 
of God" be revealed in the prayers, the songs, the gifts, the family 
reunions of this season. Even if we do not hear them, the angels 
will sing again; arid even if we do not see Jesus, we may be sure 
that His real presence will be manifest in the kindnesses we do in 
His name. 
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Where could she be? The closest 
gate was to my right and that nearly 
a block away. There I ran and rushed 
inside the open gate. There my two 
closest neighbors were repairing the 
spokes in a large wooden wheel. 
Hastily I inquired, "Did an Indian 
woman just come in here?" 

Both men looked up at once from 
their work and replied, "No, sir." 

"l mean just now," I insisted. 
"No, sir, we have been right here 

in the gate for an hour or more, and 
nobody has entered or left." 

I thanked them and hastened back 
to the comer. There was not a soul 
in sight At the noon hour there 
would be few on the road, since it 
was time for lunch and the siesta. 

She must be somewhere, but 
where could she have gone? I waited 
there nearly ten minutes looking in 
all directions, but no one appeared 
on the street Slowly I retraced my 
steps to my own gate, and after lock
ing it again, went back to the table. 

"Where have you been so long?" 
inquired my wife. 

After I explained, we spoke no 
more about the matter. However, for 
days afterward my own heart re
mained strangely moved. It burned 
within me as I recalled that Indian 
woman's prayer, and it was 
strengthened by the blessing she had 
pronounced upon me. 

There seemed to be an aroma 
indescribably sweet and indefinable 
which certainly did not come from 
the flowers in the garden. Even now, 
as I write down these words, there 
comes · anew the witness of God's 
Spirit to the ministry of that stranger. 

After some days I began to reflect 
upon that word in Hebrews 13:2: "Be 
not forgetful to entertain strangers: 
for thereby some have entertained 
angels unawares." 1 began to under
stand that the Almighty had none of 
His earthly servants at hand to en
courage two young missi"onaries, so 
He was pleased to send an angel 
from heaven. It was just a little re
enactment of part of the Christmas 
story, because it was the ministry of 
an angel. D 
DECEMBER 6, 1982 

Who Is a Wesleyan? 
by George E. Failing 

W esleyans are not Baptists, or 
Presbyterians, or Lutherans, or 

Catholics, to name a few denomina
tions most people will recognize. Nor 
are we Methodists, though we are a 
branch of that ecclesiastical tree. 

There are many ways to answer 
this question, but one of the best pre
sentations I have heard was given re
cently by Dr. Clarence Bence, as
sociate professor of religion at Marion 
College, Marion, Indiana. Dr. Bence 
was explaining to the eight youth en
tering the Year of Service (see The 
Wesleyan Advocate, Nov. 1) how to 
describe Wesleyans in relation to all 
who consider themselves Christians. 

I. 
Wesleyans are Christians. (Already 

we have ruled out Hinduism, Islam, 
Judaism, and Secularism.) Christians 
believe in Jesus Christ To most 
Christians Jesus was God made 
manifest in the flesh. His story is told 
in the four Gospels, though Chris
tians believe that both Old and New 
Testaments truly reveal the one true 
God and His Son, Jesus Christ Nom
inal Christians may not be "born 
again" believers, but theirs is the 
Christian faith. 

D. 
Wesleyans are Protestant We deny 

that salvation is primarily through 
works of goodness or piety. Nor is 
a person saved by keeping the ordi
nances of a Church, such as carefully 
observing the seven sacraments of 
the Roman Catholic Church. Scrip
ture, not Church creeds, binds a per
son's conscience to God. Particularly, 
Protestants believe that salvation is by 
God's grace through faith in Christ 

DI. 
Thirdly, Wesleyans are evangelical. 

Of course, all evangelicals are not 
Wesleyan, but all Wesleyans, by con
fession, are evangelical. An evangeli
cal believes that salvation is to be 
found in a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ, entered into by a con
version experience. Conversion in
volves both repentance of sin and 
faith in Christ John Wesley taught 
that by nature a person is both sinful 
and helpless. As a sinner he repents, 
and because he is helpless he casts 
himself on the mercy of God. 

IV. 
Wesleyans are theologically Wes

leyan. More particularly, they are Ar
minian and Pietist The word Armin
ian conjures up various images, but 
in order to determine what we believe 
as Arminians, let us examine four 
statements. 

(a) Man can be saved by his own 
efforts. Philosophically, this is liberal
ism or humanism; theologically, it is 
Pelagianism. Wesleyans totally reject 
this position. 

(b) Nor do Wesleyans believe that 
salvation is by "irresistible grace," that 
man's choice and will are not in
volved at all. This position we may 
call hyper-Calvinism. 

( c) God responds to man's initia
tive. So if man will first repent, then 
God will save him. Or if a man will 
follow correct religious practices, God 
will accept him. Wesleyans cannot 
accept this. 

(d) Wesleyans do believe that 
grace is God's initiative to sinning 
men and that God will bless with sal

Next page 
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Central Wesleyan College in December 1981 
after teaching there for eleven years. Before 
that she taught for a number of years at Ker
nersville Wesleyan Academy. At the time of 
her death she was a resident of Wesleyan 
Arms Retirement Center In High Point, N.C. 

The funeral service was conducted at the 
Hayworth Wesleyan Church, High Point, by 
the pastor, Rev. Marlin Mull, and Rev. Fred 
Andrews, pastor of the Central Wesleyan 
College Church. Memorials in her behalf may 
be made to Central Wesleyan College. 

Hart, MIiton Jay, 75, July 3, 1982. 
A member of the Brooksville, Fla., Wes

leyan Church and a resident of Brooksville 
since June 1971, Mr. Hart was formerly em
ployed by General Motors In Detroit. They 
had been members of the Wesleyan church 
in Wayne, Mich. 

He is survived by his wife Minnie Marie 
(Findley), one son, Max, and one daughter, 
Marion, and ten grandchildren. 

The funeral was held at the Brooksville 
Wesleyan Church with Dr. C. J. Adams offi
ciating. Burial was in Brooksville. 

Klinger, Rev. Russell J., 72, June 24, 
1982. 

Born in Marion, Indiana, Mr. Klinger was 
established in his Christian experience at the 
Nelson Street Wesleyan Church where his 
leadership ability was recognized and used. 
He traveled in song evangelism with his 
cousin, Rev. Harold Baker, continuing this 
ministry with the Marion College varsity quar
tet and later with his wife, Marcella King 
Klinger. 

Ordained at Fairmount, Indiana, in 1942, 
he served five churches in Indiana: Larwill, 
Tipton, Bluffton, New Castle, and Plummer's 
Chapel. He taught music In several schools 
before ending his teaching ministry in Marion 
Public Schools in 1975. 

He was a tender, compassionate pastor 
during his 39 years of service to the Church, 
serving also on numerous district commit
tees. His faithful witness prevailed among 
doctors, nurses, and roommates who ob
served him during his many periods of illness. 
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Survivors Include his wife Marcella; one 
son, Dr. William Klinger, head of the math 
department at Marlon College; one 
granddaughter, Nancy; and one brother, 
Donald. One son, Paul Donald, preceded him 
In death. 

The funeral service was conducted In the 
Marlon College Church of which he was a 
member. Officiating ministers were Rev. Ken
neth Heer and Indiana North District 
Superintendent R. L. Kenworthy. Dr. Byron 
Tippey paid tribute concerning his public 
school teaching. 

Mlchael, Rev. Harry H., August 27, 1982. 
A retired pastor and former assistant 

superintendent of the Virginia District, Mr. 
Michael was ill for ten years before his death. 

In addition to two brothers and three sisters, 
he is survived by his wife, Verla (Gibson), to 
whom he had been married for 64112 years. He 
was a member of the Emmanuel Wesleyan 
Church In Staunton, Va. 

The funeral service was held in Staunton by 
tiis pastor, Rev. William B. Derr, District 
Superintendent Paul Wheeler, Dr. Russell 
Gunsalus, and Rev. Charles S. King. 

Newcomb, Rev. Hugh C., 75, September 
11, 1982. 

Mr. Newcomb was born in Forestville, New 
York and found Christ on his 13th birthday 
at the Ball Hill Wesleyan Church In Forest
ville. A founding member of the Indian Holi
ness Association, he served as missionary 
to the Onondaga Indians for 27 years. He 
was a pastor in the Free Methodist Church 
for 13 years In the Susquehanna Conference. 
He had been retired from his ministry for the 
past eight years. 

Surviving are his wife, the former Erma 
Carey; two sons: Rev. Paul E. Newcomb, 
Perry, N.Y., and Rev. Alvin C. Newcomb, 
Troy, N.C •• ; two daughters: Mrs. Donald 
(Marlene) Brinkman, Waterloo, N.Y., and 
Mrs. Alfred (Betty) Green, WIiiiamsport, Pa.; 
one sister, Mrs. Charles (Marlon) Pagett, 
Mount Clemens, Mich.; one brother, Floyd 
Newcomb, Forrestvllle, N.Y.; 13 grand
children; and one great-grandchild. 

The funeral service was conducted by his 
pastor Rev. Roger McNalrn, assisted by Rev. 
Elton 0. Smith, Rev. Richard D. Snyder, and 
Rev. N. Ward Hall, superintendent of the 
Central New York District. 

Pelsker, Mrs. Cora May, 78, September 
23, 1982. 

Born In Ordway, Colo., to Elmer M. and 
Mary Pezoldt, Cora attended grade school 
near Pueblo, Colo. She graduated from high 
school at the Colorado Springs Bible Training 
School and Christian Academy In 1926, after 
which she completed the theological and 
Bible course. It was there she met her hus
band. 

After graduating from Colorado College in 
1932, she studied art. Active In her vocation 
as. teacher for over 30 years, she taught 
Spanish, art, and related subjects, serving on 
the faculty at Bible Training School, Colorado 
Springs, Frankfort PIigrim College, Frankfort, 
Ind., and Marlon College, Marlon, Ind. She 
gave many private art lessons and taught 
Sunday school for many years. · 

From the time of her conversion at age 
seven, Christ was the center of her life. Sane-

tified in 1923, she was a faithful church mem
ber and sacrificed for the cause of Christ. 

She married Armor D. Pelsker In 1929 and 
faithfully served with him in the many capaci
ties he was called to fulfill. In 1932 they 
moved to Indiana where her husband was 
to serve over 41 years at the church head
quarters before retirement. 

She Is survived by her husband; a son, 
Donald, Chula Vista, Calif.; a daughter, Caro
lyn M. Green, Shelbyville, Ind.; five grandchil
dren; three brothers and one sister in Colo.; 
and one sister In Washington. A son and a 
daughter preceded her in death. 

The funeral service was conducted at the 
Nelson Street Wesleyan Church, Marion, 
Indiana, with Rev. D. Wayne Brown, General 
Secretary of The Wesleyan Church, and Pas
tor John Basham officiating. Burial was in 
Washington Park, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Weaver, Paula Hollmann, 30, October 3, 
1982. 

Born In MIiwaukee, Wisconsin, to Rev. 
Paul and Mary (Kraft) Hollmann, Paula re
sided in Enon, Ohio, for the past ten years, 
working as a registered nurse. Her death re
sulted from injuries suffered in an automobile 
accident. 

Survivors include her mother, Mrs. Mary 
Nordin, Sparta, Wisconsin; her husband, Ste
phen, one son Eric, and one daughter, Eliz
abeth, all of Enon; two brothers: David, 
Sparta, and John, Minneapolis; four uncles; 
one nephew; and two nieces. She was pre
ceded In death by a daughter Rachel and her 
father, a former pastor of The Wesleyan 
Church. 

The funeral service was held at the First 
Church of the Nazarene in Enon with Rev. 
Bruce Peterson officiating. 

Wynn, Alexander A., n, July 18, 1982. 
A talented and devoted lay member of The 

Wesleyan Church, first In Michigan and then 
In Florida, Mr. Wynn served as superinten
dent of buildings and grounds at Owosso Col
lege for ten years until he retired. A member 
of the Brooksville, Fla., Wesleyan Church, he 
served on the board of directors in Wesleyan 
VIiiage. Dr. Paul F. Elliott said of him: "His 
undiminished enthusiasm for quality and 
workmanship, his knowledge of what he was 
doing, and his unfailing devotion to his job 
was always apparent. This is a rare combina
tion of human assets, but Alex Wynn pos
sessed all of them and he used them faith
fully until the end. He will be greatly missed." 

He is survived by his wife Esther; one son, 
Rev. Richard Wynn, vice-president of na
tional field organization for Youth For Christ; 
and a foster daughter, LIiy May. The late Rev. 
WIiiiam Doe, former superintendent of the 
East Michigan District, was also a foster son. 

The funeral service was held In the North 
Branch, Mich., Wesleyan Church. 

NEEDED 
Pastor, partially self-supporting. 
Pioneer Wesleyan church, ranch 
country. Contact James Pinker
ton, Tryon, Nebraska 69167. 
Phone: 308-587-2242 
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expect them to, but don't expect per
fection. They still have much to learn, 
but they have the potential for being 
useful members of society. What they 
will be, they are now becoming. 

Chasing around at high rates of 
speed? Who invented the powerful 
engines in the first place? Not teen
agers. True, they need to learn a 
good healthy respect for driving at 
safe speeds, but so do many adults. 
Don't believe it? Drive down the high
way at 55 miles per hour and count 
the cars that pass you, which are driv
en by adults. 

What kind of guidance have we 
given young people? Albert 
Schweitzer in Memories of Childhood 
and Youth said, "One other thing stirs 
me when I look back at my youthful 
days - the fact that so many people 
gave me something or were some
thing to me without knowing it" 

A number of years ago at a PT A 
meeting a child psychologist stated 
that we should strive to bring our 
children up so that, at the age of 18, 
they would be prepared to step out 
on their own. Start early by giving 
them a few freedoms at a time, but 
with those freedoms expect the re
sponsibility for their actions. Over the 
years the freedoms mount up, but so 
do the responsibilities and the ability 
to handle them, until one day that 
young person will step forth an adult 
we can be proud of. 

We need to challenge our young 
people to give of their best Billy 
Graham said, "Young people will re
spond if the challenge is tough 
enough and hard enough. Youth 
want a master and a controller. 
Young people were built for God, and 
without God as the center of their 
lives they become frustrated and con
fused, desperately grasping for and 
searching for security." 

David was talking to God, but I 
would like to borrow his words to 
speak for young people to adults, 
when he said, "Do not remember the 
sins and offences of my youth, but 
remember me in thy unfailing love" 
(Ps. 25:7, NEB). D 
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No Fire Escape 

I wasn't dreaming. I was actually in 
the air on my way to Hawaii. Hun

dreds of what looked like soft cotton 
puffs floated in the blue sky outside 
the 7 4 7 oval airplane window. 1 
leaned back in my seat, closed my 
eyes, and tried to relax while enjoying 
the excitement My husband and I 
both needed this vacation. Long 
hours at our business had taken its 
toll. 

After a lengthy flight the pilot was 
applying the brakes. The aroma of 
fresh flowers filled our nostrils as we 
were welcomed with a kiss and leis 
around our necks. 

Along with our four friends, we 
climbed into a limousine and min
utes later arrived at our luxurious 
hotel. We were given keys to rooms 
on the fourth floor where they had 
granted our request and placed us 
three couples within close proximity. 

We checked our surroundings. All 
29 floors above us appeared to have 
private balconies with pretty black 
railings. It was apparent that the 
higher the floor the better the view. 
I discussed with our friends the possi
bility of transferring to a higher floor 
and offered to examine my observa
tion. 

By habit, and because I needed the 
exercise, I looked for a stairway. See
ing a sign, "fire exit," I tried the inside 
knob, proceeded 12 feet down a cor
ridor, and opened another steel door. 
Climbing the damp cement steps, I 
tried the fifth-floor knob. It wouldn't 
budge. Returning to the fourth floor, 
I applied extra pressure with no re
sults. 1 quickly ran to other floors and 
found all doors locked. 

Trying not to panic, I sent a prayer 
up to my Heavenly Father, while cup
ping my hands and screaming 
through the small crack of the door. 

Shirley A Haas lives in Allentown, Pennsylvania. 

by Shirley Haas 

I called the names of my compan
ions. 

Only an echo came back in return. 
I started feeling lonely inside. Satan 
began to take advantage of the situa
tion, and I envisioned myself in this 
ugly, humid stairwell for the next 
seven days. The land of paradise was 
temporarily turned into an isolated 
cell. 

It became harder to breathe as the 
air was stale and hopelessness began 
to engulf me. I continued running 
from floor to floor trying to find a way 
of escape. 

While climbing I came upon an 
open window and took deep breaths 
of fresh air. I never appreciated God's 
free gift as much as at that moment 
Muscle tension relaxed as I gazed far 
below. 

Suddenly two girls appeared at the 
back of the hotel. My call got their 
attention, and I requested them to in
form security at the front lobby of my 
predicament 

I continued to shout on several 
floors and a voice answered, instruct
ing me to go to the first floor. With 
haste I ran down the steps, and peace 
was mine as I walked onto the street 
and back to my room. 

What seemed like a tedious experi
ence turned out to be only a 20-min
ute event I was fully satisfied with all 
my surroundings. What if the view 
wasn't quite what I desired? I was free 
to enjoy this beautiful state. 

As I lay in bed in the stillness of 
the dark, recollecting my day, prayers 
of gratitude ascended for deliverance 
from the fire exit God spoke to my 
heart and assured me that I was His 
child. He also reminded me of those 
who would not be ready for heaven. 
In hell there would be no fire escape. 

He brought to my mind that today 
is the day of salvation. The window 
of heaven is open. We can ask for 
forgiveness, and freedom will be ours. 
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