


























I was skeptical, but . . . 

YOLJTH REVIVAL IS HAPPENING 

I was quite skeptical when I read re
ports in The Wesleyan Advocate 

and in the youth publications con
cerning a burgeoning revival brought 
about by the impact of hundreds of 
youth dedicating their lives to God at 
the final-night candlelight service of 
the 1982 IWYC. I had seen groups 
of young people come to the altar 
at youth camps and youth services. 
t felt the major reason for their step
ping forward was more "youth peer 
ritual" than spiritual. 

My skepticism was reinforce9 by 
the types of testimonies given by my 
youth at the next youth servi<:e follow
ing the Convention. My kids bragged 
of their after-hours antics: putting 
shaving cream on my doorknob, 
making phone calls to me at 2:00 
a.m., 3:00 a.m., and 4:00 a.m., by
passing my check-up system, and 
skipping all or most of their classes. 

There seemed to be an obvious 
void of any spiritual progress from 
the Convention in their testimonies. 
My faith in young people's ability to 
discern real spiritual truth waned. I 
began to picture myself as "one cry
ing in the wilderness." I was trying to 
get these kids to repent, but God was 
preparing the way. 

Feeling somewhat confused by my 
lack of ability to produce any sub
stantial spiritual growth, I trudged 
through the rest of the winter and 
most of the summer skipping from 
one type of youth program to 
another, trying to find something to 
reach these kids. 

August 1 arrived and as I loaded 
my group into the van to take them 

Roy H. Scott is youth pastor of the Radford, 
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to youth camp, my skepticism was 
solidly entrenched. The first night of 
camp the altar was empty. The sec
ond night seven out of seventy step
ped forward. Thursday night I ex
pected little more, but when the call 
was given the altar was lined. 

Dutifully, I went forward to pray 
with the youth, but as I was praying 
something began to happen. I looked 
up. More kids were coming. Some, 
already there, rose weeping and ran 
back into the audience to pray with 
a friend. 

Then one young man grabbed the 
microphone and began to testify, 
then another, and another. One told 
of how before that night he had felt 
like an outcast, but now he really be
longed. Another said he was going 
to go get his rock music tapes and 
bring them back and destroy them. 
He invited others to do the same. 

Off went a group to their cabins. 
One grabbed his "jam box" (what the 
kids call their portable stereo sys
tems), hoisted it to his shoulder, and 
said, "Do you know what I'm going 
to do with this?" 

There was a dead silence. Some 
of us adults winced at the thought 
of this young man leading a stereo
smashing session; but our fears sub
sided when he quickly added, "Dedi
cate it to the Lord!" A shout went up 
from the kids and off went another 
group to get their jam boxes and do 
likewise. 

By this time the seats were empty 
and the altar was packed. Around me 
kids were hugging each other, laugh
ing, praying, testifying, witnessing, 
confessing their sins to one another, 
and crying. My skepticism melted 
away with their tears. 

Returning to Radford, I rather ex
pected the emotionalism of the past 
week to subside, and that by Sunday 

by Roy H. Scott 

I would be faced with the same old 
erratic group of teens. But I knew 
somehow I must be wrong. I was. 
That Sunday during the evening ser
vice, kids who had not been to the 
camp came to the altar. 

Two Sundays later in the evening 
service we didn't get past the hymn 
singing before a young man stepped 
out and went to the altar crying. Soon 
the altar was filled. After awhile this 
same young man stood and con
fessed to stealing some equipment 
and money from the church. He 
asked for our forgiveness and prom
ised restitution. 

The Spirit is still flowing on 
through these kids. On Sunday, Au
gust 28, we had a riverside baptism 
service; 21 came forward - 18 youth 
and 3 parents. 

My text for the service was Matthew 
3. The topic was the scoffers and 
skeptics at Christ's baptism. John the 
Baptist's ministry was used to bring 
great revival to the region. "All" were 
confessing their sins, but there on the 
shores of Jordan stood the skeptical 
Pharisees and Sadducees, the reli
gious leaders of that day. 

My reflection on this scripture and 
the stirring events of the past month 
brought me to a startling conclusion. 
My skepticism had been a stumbling 
block to my kids. 

Are we skeptical of youth's ability 
to understand salvation just because 
of their age? Are we allowing our age 
prejudices to keep us from realizing 
that today's teens are not only capa
ble but often very astute at discerning 
spiritual truth? 

We must tap into their youthful 
exuberance and vitality and use it as 
one of God's tools, not only for indi
vidual spiritual growth, but also for 
the growing, exciting, true "youth re
vival." D 
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MY MEMO 
This meditation was specially helpful to me today: "We are never without help. 
We have no right to say of any good work. it is too hard for me to do. Or of 
any sorrow, it is too hard for me to bear. Or of any sinful habit, it is too hard 
for me to overcome." So indeed, 'We are never without help." That's the firm 
assurance we have with God as our helper. 

What's the good news? First, that postage rates for The Wesleyan Advocate 
will not increase through 1984. Second, the Advocate subscription campaign 
encourages us. Address lists are still arriving and the special campaign rates will 
prevail through the winter months. It's not too late for you or your church to 
subscribe. Have you sent in a subscription for a friend or have you made a 
donation to our Advocate Gift Fund, assisting those who cannot afford it? It's a 
tax-deductible gift! 

This issue brims with variety. The article "I Chose to Swim" is a page out 
of today's notebooks. After divorce, she laments, came loneliness, but then "a 
tide of God's love swept over me and I found peace." There's hope for you and 
for your friends. 

I never weary of the story in John 8. Jesus forgave the woman taken in 
adultery. The issue still is "Stones or Forgiveness." Read the prize-winning 
sermon on pages 5 and 6. The front cover illustrates the story. 

Rodney Pickett presents a timely exposition of Romans 14, the weaker and 
the stronger Christian. The weaker brother's convictions are often his crutches, 
but the stronger Christian must accept him and love him - not despise him. 

Articles for our times are "The Power of Peace" (page 11) and "Prophecy 
or Holy Living?" (page 7). Mrs. Hermanson's "Visit to China" (page 10) will 
interest and inform you. 

As I write this (Dec. 8) Lebanon is the battleground of the Middle East I've 
visited several times this land of mountainous beauty at the crossroads of the 
eastern Mediterranean. With the highest per capita income, the most literate 
population, and the best health care of any Arab country in the Middle East, it 
seemed almost too good to be true. Unfolding events in Lebanon could be 
decisive, either in resolving or in aggravating conflict in 1984. Let's remember 
that the real struggle is not economic or political, but spiritual (Eph. 6: 10-20). 
Only Christ is Prince of Peace, and only Christians can be true peacemakers. 

Let's renew our commitment to holy living, to earnest praying, and to urgent 
evangelism. God's plan works. 
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that city. They all are involved in reli
gious work, many of them dedicated 
to encouraging and assisting their fel
low-Chinese Christians. In four hours 
of speeches and panel discussions 
we learned of the plight of the Chris
tians in house churches. 

Rev. Ken Lu, of the Far East 
Broadcasting Crusade, said that, con
trary to Bishop Ding's statement of 
three million Christians in China, 
there are thirty million Christians in 
China, most of them meeting in 
house churches. 

Jonathan Chao of the Chinese 
Church Research Center gives the 
figure of fifty million Christians in 
China. This indicates a vast network 
of Christians who are meeting se
cretly and are unable or afraid to 
worship openly in the Three-Self 
churches. 

Recent reports show that the Reli
gious Affairs Bureau, in conjunction 
with the Three-Self officials is tighten
ing control over house-church ac
tivities. The prayer letter of the 
Chinese Church Research Center 

THE POWER OF PEACE 

The word power has been linked 
with a number of different 

words: man power, horse power, 
electrical power, flower power (as 
during the years of the Hippie move
ment), etc. Another source of power 
can simply be called peace power. 

We tend to associate peace with 
quietness and calmness, and this is 
right But a calm at the center of 
one's being during times of stress or 
danger is a real source of power. 

Recently I was asked to play a pipe 
organ to replace another organist 
without any warning. She had been 
taken ill just before a musical pro
gram was set to begin. I started to 
panic in the minutes I had to lay out 
the music. 

Then I remembered to pray for 
God's peace and power. An incredi
ble calm came over me and I knew 
that God and I could handle this 
emergency situation. My nervousness 
simply disappeared. He put one 
calming thought after another into 
my mind. And as I played the organ, 
I experienced His peace power. 

This unbelievable power God gives 

Shirley M. Dever lives in Orcas, Washington. 
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us in times of emergency, stress, and 
pressure is in no way our own. Peace 
power given by God to one of His 
children is supernatural. It is given in 
faith and taken in faith. If you believe 
with all your heart that He will give 
you peace power, you shall have it 

It's based on the biblical promise 
from John 14:27 - "Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give unto you: 
not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you." This is followed by the divine 
suggestion, "Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid." 

Just as perfect love casts out fear, 
so does perfect peace. Once we 
realize God answers our prayer for 
peace power, we experience His in
credible Presence and know for sure 
we are not going it alone. The Source 
of all power is in the situation with 
us and we can do no better than that. 

The world cannot give us the kind 
of peace that Jesus promised. His 
peace is spiritual. It is not some for
mality but a genuine blessing. 

Nearly everyone who joins a prayer 
group is intimidated about praying 
aloud before other people. Who does 
not recall that first time he or she 
stepped out on faith and half-stam
mered or stuttered a feeble prayer? 

published in September 1983 states 
that in July 1983 over 100 house
church pastors and itinerant 
preachers were arrested by au
thorities. 

"There are from 25 to 30 itinerant 
preachers who cannot return to their 
homes because they are on an arrest 
list" 

Christians in the United States 
need to be aware of the needs of 
Chinese Christians and must support 
them in warm fellowship and earnest 
prayer. D 

In time the thought came that one 
ought to do better with God's help. 

Among an understanding group of 
believers and with their encourage
ment, new members gradually pray 
before these others as easily as they 
do in the privacy of their own room. 
But if you ask them their secret, 
they'll likely admit they rely on power 
from God to do it. It's another in
stance of peace power. 

God's kind of peace is the great 
antidote to fear. 

When my husband needed my 
help in roofing our house, I prayed 
for God's peace power before I even 
attempted to climb the steep ladder 
up to our roof. Once on the roof, I 
counted on God to keep my mind 
at peace while I worked alongside my 
husband. In time I felt at home on 
that steep roof. Had I ever panicked, 
I could have been in grave danger. 
God did not let that happen! 

It is a blessing to be with persons 
who do not push the panic button 
during an emergency situation. This 
is a time a Christian can be a great 
witness to an unbeliever if he or she 
will just say a quick prayer and rely 
on God's peace power. 

A mother watched her little girl run 
out in front of a huge truck coming 
down the street She relied on peace 
within from God and calmly called 
the little girl back just in the nick of 
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time. Had she panicked, the story 
might not have had a happy ending. 

A friend who was with her was so 
impressed with her calm attitude that 
she's reading her Bible and visiting 
a local church to see what she can 
learn about this incredible inner 
peace. She sees peace as a life-sav
ing quality, which it can be. 

Before Jesus left this world, He 
made a will. He committed His soul 
to His Father; He bequeathed His 

body to Joseph of Arimathea; and He 
left His clothes to the soldiers. But 
what did He give to His disciples as 
a legacy? After all, they had given up 
homes and businesses and families 
for Him! 

Jesus left them (and all His future 
followers) peace. He even called it 
"My peace." This is peace with God, 
true inner peace. 

And this peace brings with it great 
power. There is power to rise above 

DNORCE . . . LONELINESS . . . PEACE. "I had to choose 
between drowning in despair and learning to swim." 

"I CHOSE TO SWIM" 

L oneliness engulfed me that De
cember day like an impenetrable 

fog. 
Oh, I wasn't alone. I sat in the 

school auditorium with 500 children 
and 25 other teachers. But I felt com
pletely isolated. The shattering news 
of the previous evening stifled all 
other thoughts as my emotions 
screamed, "You're rejected! Your 
husband has remarried. You're for
saken." 

So while my friends delighted in 
the gleeful Christmas performance of 
our first-graders, I sat biting my lips 
in a desperate attempt to hold back 
a flood of tears. I managed to sit 
through the first two carols. But when 
"Joy to the World" echoed through 
the hall, the dam ruptured and I hur
ried out the door and into the 
teachers' lounge. There I burst into 
sobs. 

My mind was flooded with 
memories of past Christmases, espe-

Mary Sanford is a pseudonym used to protect 
the identity of the author. 
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dally that Christmas morning 37 
years ago when my lover and I stood 
beside a Douglas fir tree and said so 
devotedly, "I do." 

It had been distressful enough 
when he gave up the ministry and 
walked out of his pastorate. Then a 
few years later, when he moved out 
of the house, anguish almost 
paralyzed me. But even after he di
vorced me, I never stopped hoping 
he'd return home and remarry me. 
Now I knew he never could. 

All my desires and expectations 
had suddenly evaporated into no
thingness. Our children had long 
since grown and moved away. I lived 
only for my husband. At least that's 
what I'd deceived myself into believ
ing. Even as a schoolteacher, I felt 
little identity apart from my husband. 

Standing in the lounge sobbing 
uncontrollably, I recalled how two 
weeks previously I'd suspicioned the 
possibility of his remarriage. I'd tried 
to drown out my negative emotions 
by doing some holiday shopping. But 
in the crowded shopping mall, I felt 
alone and rejected. Beautiful Christ-

panic and confusion, power to meet 
and master all sorts of challenges be
cause God is in them with you. 

Paul wrote, "For God is not the au
thor of confusion, but of peace" (I 
Cor. 14:33 ). 

There is only one way to get the 
peace power we seek. We must go 
to the Source - God himself - in 
prayer. He is the author of this kind 
of peace, and He will share it with 
those who ask for it D 

mas music chiming through the 
stores, "Peace, peace . . . " might as 
well have rung out, "Turmoil, tur
moil." 

Now my worst suspicions were 
confirmed. He would never return to 
me. I was alone. 

Presently, a teacher who had seen 
me rush out of the auditorium came 
in and slipped her arm around my 
shoulders. Briefly I told her my story. 
Having sustained a similar wound, 
she knew how to comfort me. 

In that moment a tide of God's love 
swept over me and I returned to a 
degree of sanity. My friend's arm 
around me became the invisible arm 
of God, and an inner voice echoed, 
"I will be with you." I felt that I could 
at least get through the school day. 

Blotting my eyes, I stepped out of 
the lounge just in time to lead my 
third-graders down the hall to their 
classroom. They were too busy with 
scheduled activities to notice my tear
stained face. 

The comparative ease with which 
I got through the next few weeks 
seems doubtful to anyone not know
ing how I spent my spare time the 
previous three years. My greatest de
vastation came immediately after my 
husband moved out of the house. 

That realization pushed me to spir
itual growth and understanding. I had 
to choose between drowning in de
spair and learning to swim. I chose 
to swim. The only way I knew to rise 
above my waters of despair was to 
immerse myself in books and tapes 
that would enrich my inner being. 

THE WESLEYAN ADVOCATE 



The book which fed me most was 
the Bible. During those long months 
of feeling so wounded, I searched out 
those passages which were beneficial 
to me personally. In so doing I learn
ed in depth what I'd previously known 
somewhat superficially - that only in 
God is life. Unless I am totally com
mitted to Him, I simply exist without 
living. My completeness is not in a 
human being, not even in my hus
band, but only in God. 

I was able soon to walk through 
the shopping mall, listening to a still, 
small voice whispering peace to my 
soul. The awesome awareness of an 
unseen Presence enabled me to say, 
"Lord, I know that chapter of my life 
is closed, and a new and beautiful 
one is beginning. You allow nothing 
without purpose in my life. I'll trust 
You for a joyful future." 

A power greater than myself di
rected that prayer. I knew and rested 
in that power. 

In church the following Sunday 
morning a young woman slid into the 
pew beside me and whispered, "The 
Lord has given me a scripture for 
you. 'My beloved spoke, and said 
unto me, rise up, my love, my fair 
one, and come away. For, lo, the 
winter is past, the rain is over and 
gone; the flowers appear on the 
earth; the time of the singing of birds 
is come, and the voice of the turtle 
is heard in our land. . . . Arise, my 
love, my fair one, and come away.· " 

Tears of joy blurred my vision as 
I reread the words from the Song of 
Solomon. I knew this was the voice 
of God promising new life, "the oil 
of joy for mourning, and the garment 
of praise for the spirit of heaviness." 
I determined to set my face "like a 
flint" and cooperate with Him, refus
ing to listen to any words of discom
fort spoken by circumstances. 

More than four years have passed 
since that day. My experience has 
taught me that indeed God is "the 
God of all comfort; who comforteth 
us in all our tribulation, that we may 
be able to comfort them which are 
in any trouble" (II Cor. 1:3-4). 

Hardly a day passes that I am not 
able to offer comfort to a hurting one. 

JANUARY 16, 1984 D 

Some of us will be surprised to discover that . . . 

HOLINESS IS BEAUTIFUL 

PART ONE 

I f someone had asked me in my 
youth whether I believed holiness 

was beautiful, I probably would have 
said yes, because I think I knew it was 
supposed to be. But I don't know 
how much I really believed or under
stood it One memory comes power-
fully to mind that illustrates a more 
negative view. 

I see myself sitting in a school as
sembly with about a hundred other 
children, ages ranging roughly from 
six to ten. We are at a boarding 
school for missionary children, and 
we are watching the principal as she 
punishes a handful of pupils for some 
infraction of discipline. One of the 
teachers also is looking on. 

The principal (I wish I could believe 
my memory of her is false) is a hard 
woman who brooks no challenge to 
her authority and no swerving from 
the path of proper behavior. The 
teacher is a gentle soul who, I am 
sure, never willingly hurt anyone in 
her life. 

The one we fear and hate; the 
other we respect and love. But they 
are both there at the punishing - the 
principal caning one offender after 
another with steely eye and implaca
ble face, the teacher sitting on a 
piano bench and weeping as she 
watches. It is a picture I shall never 
forget 

And there you have it. Holiness 
stands meting out punishment while 
Love can only watch and weep. Or, 

Reprinted by permission of ETERNnY 
magazine, copyright 1979, Evangelical Minis
tries, Inc., 1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania 19103. 

by Joseph R. Cooke 

worse yet, the principal stands like the 
Father in His holy anger against sin, 
while the teacher, like the Son in her 
love (though less able to help than 
He), endures the wrath. 

Farfetched? Well, certainly. Indeed, 
few Christians would fully subscribe 
to such views of holiness and love. 
Nor would I have consciously enter
tained such views; for I knew ( or 
might have known if I had thought 
about it) that the Father loves us 
equally with the Son. And I knew that 
if God in His holiness was to punish 
us, nevertheless His love found a way 
to spare us. 

Even so, the holiness came 
through chiefly as a negative thing, 
and I'm afraid that all too many of 
us have similar reactions. Perhaps 
God's holiness is beautiful in some 
high, austere sense. But we poor 
mortals have never reached the 
heights where we can really appre
ciate that beauty. There is too much 
sin and falsehood in us to allow us 
to enjoy it. 

Now it's true that sin does destroy 
our capacity to enjoy holiness. But I'd 
like to suggest that part of our prob
lem is the fact that we misunderstand 
what holiness is. I'd like to take a new 
look at this subject in the light of 
Scripture, and I think some of us will 
be surprised to discover how beauti
ful holiness really is. 

Holiness is Separateness 

Let's start by looking at the mean
ing of the word. Here the consensus 
among scholars seems to be that the 
root of the word has to do with the 
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"Some years ago I took a pair of shoes from the store. 
Please accept this as payment.:, 

THERE'S COMFORT IN RESTITUTION 

T he sun raged and our faces 
burned. Sweat tasted like brine 

across my parched lips. 
The giant steel saws coasted, whin

ing like jet engines. The offbearers 
tidied up their work area, sorting 
boards. They opened their lunch buc
kets on top of a stack of oak two-by
fours. 

Shutting down the edger, I stepped 
outside, leaving my lunch inside the 
sheltered sawmill. I kicked at a low 
pile of sawdust, staring aimlessly into 
the ocean-blue sky. 

Behind me Dick Farmer. stepped 
on an old pop can, stealing away my 
attention. "You decide not to eat with 
commons?" he asked, swinging both 
our lunches in either hand. He plop
ped onto the sawdust, offered a short 
prayer, and opened his lunch. 

"You're always looking after me," 
I said, dropping to the ground beside 
my old friend. 

"Somebody has to." 
"I really don't feel like eating, Dick. 

I'm so confused I'm almost 
paralyzed." 

Dick tossed a sandwich in my lap. 
"Tell me about it," he said. 

"I stole a pair of shoes," I admitted, 
my face burning with embarrass
ment 

"You what!" He choked, his face 
turning red. 

"It happened a few years ago. But 
I can't eat and I sure don't sleep well." 

"Did you ever think to go back and 
pay for the shoes?" Dick asked, swal
lowing another bite. 

Mike Pratt ls a minister in the Churches of 
Christ in Christian Union and lives in Circleville, 
Ohio. 
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"I wish it was that easy, Dick." I 
tossed my unopened sandwich back 
into the box. "I worked there for five 
years," I explained. 

"The right thing isn't always easy 
to do," he said, "especially for a 
young Christian." 

"I know, Dick," I answered, jump
ing to the sound of restarting saws. 

Throughout the afternoon, my 
spirit was bound. My prayers bounced 
from the tin roof, ricocheting from 
the poplar rafters. "God, You can't 
ask me to go back!" I thought 

After work I drove to my parents· 
home for supper. I was at last con
vinced that I would pay for the shoes. 
Shortly after Mother's scrumptious 
meal Dad received a phone call. 

"Mike," Dad said, "Mr. Stephens is 
needing help in the hayfield." 

My initial reaction was "Praise the 
Lord!" At that moment I believed that 
God knew my sincerity and out of 
mercy He released me of all responsi
bility for the stolen shoes. "Mr. 
Stephens's calling just has to be of 
God," I thought "Now I can't go and 
pay for the shoes." 

My father and I worked for three 
hours - long enough to make me a 
sweaty mess. Driving home I antici
pated a warm sudsy bath. 

Resting for a moment in the living 
room, I picked up my Bible. "The 
shoes!" I thought, glancing at the wall 
clock. "Nine thirty," I said aloud. "I 
can barely make it!" 

I drove toward the store, my sweaty 
hair matted and tangled, my clothes 
damp and dusty. "Why am I doing 

this?" I thought, sensing an urgency 
to go at that exact moment 

Inside the store I walked slowly to 
the service desk, fussing with my dirty 
hair. "Nancy," I said to the clerk, "is 
the manager here?" 

"Boy! You should have kept your 
job," she said, laughing at my dis
gusting appearance. 

"I just got out of the hayfield. ls 
Larry here?" 

"Larry was transferred to Hun
tington two weeks ago." 

'The assistant?" I asked. "Is Louie 
here?" 

"Louie's gone too." 
I wanted to say, 'Thank You, Lord," 

but this news meant there was only 
one man left, Grady Langford, head 
of security. I feared him above all the 
others. "Would you get Grady for 
me?" I requested in a shaking voice. 

"You're not having any luck at all, 
Mike. It's Grady's night off." 

"It's not luck," I exclaimed. "It's 
God. I know it's God!" 

"What?" She looked confused. 
"Who is here?" I asked. 
Nancy paged the new store man

ager. He met me alongside an empty 
cash register. 

"Sir," I said, "some years ago I 
took a pair of shoes from this store." 
I shook like a jackhammer as I 
handed him a twenty-dollar bill. 
"Please accept this as payment" 

"I wish everyone could be this hon
est," he said. "It must have taken real 
courage." 

"Yes," I agreed, "but not my own." 
Cleanness poured over me in buc

kets ( despite my filthy outward ap
pearance). Peace returned. D 
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He Taught Them to Pray 

HIS HUMAN DEPENDENCE 

J esus introduced in His prayers a 
significant new intimacy with God 

which far surpassed anything as
sumed in Judaism. Though the con
cept of God's fatherhood appears in 
the Old Testament, never before is 
the father-child relationship placed in 
such tenderness and trust 

The Aramaic word "abba" (Mk. 
14:36) was probably the original term 
used by Jesus in all the instances in 
which the Father was addressed. It 
conveys the idea of familiarity, the 
kind of chatter children would use in 
speaking of their "daddy." 

No Jew would have adopted this 
everyday language in addressing the 
Almighty. It would have been consid
ered disrespectful. For Jesus to disre
gard custom in this manner displays 
the attitude of filial trust at the heart 
of His prayer life. 

Jesus teaches us to pray after the 
same manner, of which the model 
given to the disciples sets the pattern 
(Matt. 6:9-13; Luke 11 :2-4 ). The invo
cation "Our Father" assumes that the 
interests of God and man are in
separable. That He would instruct the 
church to think this way underscores 
the new kind of family relationship 
which He opened to all who have His 
Spirit in their hearts ( cf. Gal. 4:6; 
Rom. 8:15-16; II Cor. 6:18). 

In this childlike confidence and 
simplicity the disciples were taught to 
live in loving dependence upon their 
heavenly Father (Matt. 6:1-7; 23:14; 
Mk. 12:38-40; Luke 20:47). 

Prayer is the means by which they 
were to expect their daily necessities 

Robert E. Coleman teaches at Trinity Evangeli
cal Schoo/ of Divinity, Deerfield, /t/inois. 
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by Robert E. Coleman 

(Matt. 6: 11 ; Luke 11 :3 ); find deliver
ance from temptation (Matt. 6: 13; 
Luke 11 :4; Matt. 26:41; Mk. 14:38; 
Luke 22:40, 46); have protection in 
times of calamity (Matt. 24:20; 8:26); 
and, above all, receive the indwelling 
Spirit of Christ (Luke 11:13). 

It is not that God must hear our 
requests before He can answer, for 
He knows what we need before we 
ask (Matt. 6:8, 32). Rather prayer puts 
man in the position to receive what 
God desires to give. 

The secret is to want what God 
wants - to "seek first his kingdom 
and his righteousness" (Matt. 6:33, 
RSV). Hence, Jesus stressed that the 
primary burden of prayer is not that 
human needs be supplied, but that 
God's Name be hallowed, His king
dom come, and His will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven (Matt. 6: 1 O; 
Luke 11 :2). Only in the context of 
Him to whom belongs glory forever 
can humanity know fulfillment (Matt. 
6:13). 

IN HIS NAME 
The power of prayer is the name 

of Christ "Whatsoever you shall ask 
in my name that will I do" (John 
14:13; 15:16; 16:23-26). The name of 
Jesus, of course, is just another way 
of expressing the person and work of 
the Master. 

To pray in His name is to pray in 
the character of Christ, in His mind 
frame, that is, to pray as He himself 
would pray in our situation, and in
deed, as He is praying now as our 
Mediator in heaven (Heb. 9:24; I John 
2: 1 ). Sensitivity to the Spirit of Christ 
and obedience to His truth is indis
pensable to such praying. Only then 

does He promise to answer "that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son" 
(John 14:13). 

This demands that we carefully 
examine our lives in the light of 
Christ's nature and purpose. We can
not pray in His name unless we abide 
in Him and His words in us (John 
15:7). Anything unbecoming His like
ness will hinder communion: pride 
(Luke 18: 10-14 ); greed (Mk. 12:40; 
Luke 20:47); an unforgiving spirit 
(Matt. 6:14-15; 18:21-35; Mk. 11:25); 
disharmony with other worshipers 
(Matt. 18: 19); even the attempt to ap
pear pious (Matt. 6: 1-7; 23: 14; Mk. 
12:38-40; Luke 20:47). 

Where there is conscious sin, the 
first step in prayer is to confess that 
we are not in the name of Christ, and 
to make things right Such honest 
heart-searching is not easy, but it is 
the only way to know the fellowship 
of Christ 

This becomes apparent when one 
enters the kingdom. But its implica
tions, scarcely perceived in the begin
ning, have deepening meaning as we 
walk with Him. The experience of 
holiness grows in proportion to the 
experience of prayer. 

Within this context nothing is im
possible. Jesus declares boldly: "All 
things whatsoever you shall ask in 
prayer, believing, you shall receive" 
(Matt. 21:22; 17:18-21; Mk. 9:29; 
11 :23-24; Luke 11 :9). 

Such certainty shatters so much of 
our devotional exercise we call prayer. 
We may even think that it is pre
sumptuous to believe that God grants 
what we ask. After all, we reason, isn't 
communion with Christ the most pre
cious gift? And in the last analysis 
doesn't only God know what is best 
for us? 

This notion may reflect a com
mendable sense of modesty in the 
petitioner, but strangely, it is not 
stressed by Christ To the contrary, 
Jesus taught His disciples to live in 
the assurance of answered prayer, 
and to ask until they received (Matt. 
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7:7-11; Luke 11:5-10; 18:1-8). 
Persistence is necessary, not that 

God is unwilling to respond, but that 
resistance in the one praying might 
be overcome. Undue anxiety about 
the answer might itself indicate a lack 
of faith in God's will and love. 

Fellowship with Christ is thus the 
means of obtaining His blessing 
through prayer, and the answer the 

confirmation of our will in union with 
His. This is not to say that all prayer 
will be answered immediately, for He 
may want to teach us greater trust 
and patience in the delay. 

Nor are we to assume that the an
swer will come exactly as we envision. 
The Heavenly Father may grant the 
request according to some higher di
mension of need. But when we live 

Some of us will be surprised to discover that . . . " 

HOLINESS IS BEAUTIFUL 

God's holiness is separateness from crea
tion and from sin. His holiness seems to 
render Him unapproachable. Yet there are 
beauties in God's holiness and we are 
drawn to it because we sense that it 
meets our deepest needs. 

PARTlWO 

T here's another beauty in God's 
holiness that is even more cap

tivating. This is the fact that love is 
at the center of it all. 

Love Is at the Center 
This may come as a surprise to 

some, for many of us have been 
taught that holiness and love are 
somehow opposed to each other -
as if holiness were at one extreme of 
God's nature and love at the other, 
and holiness would blot us out if love 
could not find a way to prevent it 

But I do not for a moment believe 
that Scripture really paints holiness in 
such a light. Far from being opposed 
to love, holiness has love at its very 
heart How so? 

Let's look a little more closely at 
the moral dimension of holiness -
that aspect of holiness that separates 
God and sinner. 

Reprinted by permission of ETERN/1Y 
magazine, copyright 1979, Evangelical Minis
tries, Inc., 1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania 19103. 
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by Joseph R. Cooke 

Let me start by asking why it is that 
God hates sin. Is it because it's 
wicked and offensive? Yes, of course. 
But again, why is it wicked and offen
sive? Well, because it's contrary to His 
will. True enough. But again, why is 
it contrary to His will? What is. there 
about His nature that moves His will 
to oppose sin? What is the positive 
reality in God that makes sin repul
sive to Him? 

It seems to me that there can be 
only one answer: God hates sin be
cause it is opposed both to truth and 
the laws of love. Sin is opposed to 
truth because it belies what God is 
as Lord and Creator of all and be
cause it makes a mockery of what 
God created. 

And it is opposed to love because 
all things were created to love. Love 
is the fundamental law behind the 
very meaning of personhood, and it 
is the only possible basis for all 
meaningful person-to-person re
lationships. So God cannot but . hate 
sin because it denies the law of love 
and contravenes all His loving pur
poses for His creatures. 

Sin, at its very root, is precisely a 
breaking of the law of love. Jesus 
himself tells us that the whole law of 
God boils down to love: first, to love 
God with all our hearts, and second, 
to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

in His Spirit, nothing in the plan of 
grace is beyond our reach. 

Prayer is simply believing God to 
supply what is needed to fulfill His 
will. In this sense it is divinely initiated; 
we are but a channel through which 
the Spirit of Jesus offers His supplica
tions. - Adapted from the author's book The 

Mind of the Master, published by Fleming H. 

Revell. 

These are the two great command
ments that comprise the very essence 
of righteousness. Surely the breaking 
of these comprises the very essence 
of sin. 

To put it another way, when God 
tells His people to be holy, He is tell
ing them to love. Therefore, when He 
tells the people of Israel to be holy 
as He is, He proceeds to describe 
precisely the kind of actions that only 
genuine love can produce: honoring 
parents; worshiping only Him; re
membering the poor at harvesttime 
by not stripping their fields clean; not 
stealing, cheating or oppressing; lov
ing one's neighbor as oneself; etc. 
Love in action: this is what sets God's 
children apart as belonging to Him. 
This is what makes them holy. 

Now if love is the reality at the core 
of holiness (in its moral or ethical 
sense) for God's children, how much 
more is it fundamental to the holi
ness of God himself! It is no more 
possible for Him to possess a holi
ness that opposes His love than for 
Him to proclaim a message that con
tradicts His truth. For love is at the 
heart of His holiness, and there can 
be no such thing as a holiness with
out love in it 

Someone might think that I am 
weakening the doctrine of holiness by 
taking all the sternness out of it and 
making it mushy and sweet But I am 
not In fact, His love does not in the 
least diminish His hatred of sin. If 
anything it intensifies it We can even 
say that it is because of His love that 
He hates sin and what sin ( or the 

Next page 
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HOLINESS IS BEAUTIFUL 
Continued from page 7 

breaking of the law of love) does to 
His children. 

You see, He loves me and wants 
me to be beautiful, like himself. But 
He sees my sin destroying me be
cause of my failure to love. Further
more, He loves others around me, 
but He sees the harm my sin is doing 
them - my lovelessness. And be
cause He loves us, He is angry and 
must act. 

Either He must root out the selfish
ness in me, at whatever cost, or He 
must eventually shut me out some
where where I can no longer harm 
others whom He loves. One way or 
another, He must judge His people. 
Not that He takes pleasure in the 
death of him who dies (Ezek. 18:32), 
nor even that His holiness compels 
Him to do something that His love 
opposes; but His very love cries out 
for justice. 

So God's love, far from softening 
His holiness, drives me to the last ex
tremity. For if His holiness were 
something apart from His love, I 
might hope against hope that some
how His love might win out But if 
His very love requires that my sin be 
judged, where shall I turn? For God 
is love, and His love is inexorable. 
Yes, there's a sternness to God's holi
ness, but that sternness is there, not 
in spite of His love, but because of 
it. 

There is another side, however. 
True, there is something terrifying 
about God's holiness. But since love 
is at the heart of it, God will find a 
way to save. And this brings me to 
the last thing I want to say about the 
beauty of holiness: That God, in and 
because of that holiness, saves. 

God Saves Because He Is Holy 
Look, for example, at Isaiah 52: 10. 

"The Lord will lay bare his holy arm 
in the sight of all nations," says the 
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prophet, "and all the ends of the 
earth will see the salvation of our 
God." 

Not judgment, but salvation! That's 
what we see when God's holy arm 
is bared. Nor is this just an isolated 
passage. Repeatedly Isaiah calls God 
the "redeemer, the holy one of Is
rael," and in one place he calls Him 
"the holy One of Israel, thy savior" 
(Isa. 43:3 ). 

Then we find the psalmist blessing 
God's holy name because of all His 
benefits: forgiveness, healing, deliver
ance, constant love (Ps. 103). In fact, 
when we look through much of 
Scripture, we find not the terror of 
God's holiness but the delight of it, 
for the various writers of Scripture 
see God's holiness not as against 
them but as bringing deliverance and 
even pardon. 

Perhaps the most startling passage 
of all is Ezekiel 36: 16 and following. 
Here we find that Israel has deserved 
anything but God's deliverance. She 
has defiled her land. Her ways are 
"foul and disgusting" in God's sight 
She has "profaned God's holy 
name." 

Yet God declares to her "for the 
sake of my holy name . . . I will 
gather you from every land and bring 
you to your own soil. I will sprinkle 
clean water over you, and you shall 
be cleansed from all that defiles you 
. . . I will give you a new heart and 
put a new spirit within you." 

On and on, one blessing after 
another, and all "for the sake of my 
holy name." This, of all things, is the 
kind of action that God's holiness 
calls forth, the kind of behavior that 
sets Him apart from other gods and 
separates Him from people like you 
and me. For He is holy. 

Holiness Bridges the Gap 
We can say, then, that it is God's 

holiness that bridges the gulf that His 
holiness (or rather our sins) first 
created. True, in His own realm, He 
dwells in light unapproachable. But 
He comes all the way down to our 
level so that we can see Him and 
know Him. 

True, Moses cannot see God's face 
and live. But God dims His glory so 
that Moses can look upon Him; and 
Moses comes away with his face 
shining. 

Indeed, God is the one who in
habits eternity, the one whose name 
is holy, the one who dwells in the 
high and holy place. But He also 
dwells with him who is broken and 
humble in spirit. 

In truth, God sits upon His awful 
throne, high and lifted up, with the 
seraphim crying, "holy, holy, holy"; 
and, understandably, Isaiah trembles 
in woe before Him. But God cleanses 
Isaiah's lips and sends him forth with 
His divine message. 

Yes, God stands utterly beyond us 
in the sinless beauty of His heaven. 
But He takes upon Him human flesh 
and becomes one of us, so that we 
can see and know Him for what He 
is. We cannot go to Him, but He 
comes down to us, giving His life to 
redeem us, the Just One dying for 
the unjust, that He might bring us to 
himself. All this not in spite of holi
ness, but because of it For God is 
the Holy One, and the Holy One is 
our Redeemer. 

Is it any wonder, then, that God's 
people of old rejoiced in His holiness? 
God grant that we may do the same. 
For truly the beauty of His holiness 
is something to delight the heart. Let 
us then learn to say with the psalmist: 
"Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and all 
that is within me bless his holy 
name." D 
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RETIREMENT: 
The End or the Beginning? 

A newly retired missionary to 
China appearing on a recent 1V 

talk show had this philosophy: "My 
past is but a prelude to my future, .. 
he said. "I've been a full-time mis
sionary for 50 years, but now that I'm 
retired, I have a pension and some 
savings so that I can go anywhere in 
the world where I know there is a 
need and donate my services. I don't 
have to go to any churches to raise 
support, and I don't have to work 
through any missions board." 

A11 too often the word "retirement" 
raises in our minds visions of stand
ing, gold watch in hand at our retire
ment party, wondering, "Where do I 
go from here?" Frequently, people 
have failed to make any plans for 
their lives beyond retiring, other than 
the long-anticipated trip to see the 
world or moving to New Mexico. 
They have just sort of slipped into re
tirement and found that they faced 
boredom and felt of little use to 
themselves, to anyone else, or to 
God. 

With increasing pressures for per
sons to take early retirement, it is ur
gent that we start planning for our re
tirement ahead of time. What a per
son does to fill his time in a ministry 
depends on his talents, his depth of 
commitment to the Lord, the time he 
can spend, his health, his motivation, 
and the extent of need that exists. 

Some people have found their re
tirement to be the best years of their 
Christian lives. 

Ray Alger was a music teacher and 
then music director for the West 
Seneca (N.Y.) High School for many 

Don Booth lives in Orchard Park. New York 
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years. When he retired two years ago, 
he began giving low-cost music les
sons to underprivileged youngsters. 
He started a church orchestra of both 
young and old, leads the early morn
ing worship choir, and is active in 
traveling for Gideons International, 
assisting in handing out Bibles to 
school graduates. 

Ray has also started a piano-tuning 
business. Any church piano in the 
area that suffers from sticky keys, 
missing ivori~s, broken hammers, or 
is out of tune, becomes his personal 
mission field. 

Sadie Booth, my mother, has a 
ministry of caring. Her commitment 
is to contact sick persons and send 
flowers to funeral homes. Daily vaca
tion Bible school workers will attest 
to the ministry through her home
made fried cakes in the teachers' 
lounge. At least one family began at
tending our church, becoming youth 
leaders and key Sunday school work
ers, because of a cherry pie that was 
taken to them when there was an ur
gent family problem. 

Richard Stedman was a 
businessman who was called on oc
casionally to fill in for pastors who 
were ill or on vacation. When he re
tired several years ago, he took a pas
torate in a small church that could 
not afford to pay a full-time salary. 
When attendance had been built up 
so the church was self-supporting, he 
took on another one. 

Jerry Decker is the wife of a retired 
customs officer. When Dave retired, 
his being home allowed Jerry to go 
almost full-time into her ministry of 
sending cards to people she'd read 
about or heard about who had suf
fered tragedy. 

by Don Booth 

She sends distinctive blue post
cards handwritten to a family whose 
child has been killed in an auto acci
dent, a family who's been burned out, 
or someone with a terminal illness. 

She sends clippings from the 
newspaper to famous people that she 
thinks they'd like to have. She has 
two large scrapbooks of responses 
from several Presidents, Buckingham 
Palace, and many 1V personalities. 
One corner of her kitchen is desig
nated "missions corner" where she 
posts pictures and letters from the 
missionaries she knows and prays for 
everyday. 

Joshua lsujimoto recently retired 
from his large truck farm and 
Japanese gift shop to go to 
Bangladesh as a missionary farm ex
pert to help take newly developed 
seeds and modern farming methods 
to a primitive culture. 

Pauline Thompson is a black lady 
with a most unusual piano ministry. 
She has arthritis in both knees and 
has to walk with a cane, but her piano 
is a ministry if there ever was one. 
She plays with a joy that blesses all 
who hear her. She says that because 
she never took a lesson and just 
plays from her heart, it is more apt 
to be used by the Lord to touch peo
ple· s hearts. 

Yes, we live in a youth-obsessed 
culture. But that doesn't mean that 
we have to take a back seat, keep 
quiet, and be pigeon-holed as senior 
citizens. It's all in our own attitude to
ward ourselves and our awareness 
that we have been commissioned to 
share something life-changing with 
others. We can find all sorts of people 
who need us and the services we've 
been a whole lifetime learning. D 
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The Christian and Lawsuits: 

CAN I SUE? 

T he title "Can I Sue?" seems to 
promise a yes or no answer, but 

it demands more than that 
Before we get to an answer, we 

need to understand that the reason 
one pursues a lawsuit is just as im
portant as whether one will do so or 
not We need to consider the at
titudes and alternatives of the Chris
tian. 

I. The Attitudes of a Christian (Phil. 
2:1-11) 

Philippians 2: 1-11 wasn't written to 
people considering a court case, but 
it speaks to the believer's attitudes, 
and that is where we must begin. 

The key thought is in verse five: 
"Your attitude should be the same as 
that of Christ Jesus." If you are con
sidering going to court, I would ask, 
Why? Our attitudes are to be like 
Christ's. Is your motivation Christlike? 

Paul is a good example of one with 
Christlike attitudes. In Philippians 1 
several of those attitudes come 
through. He says in verse 12: "Now 
I want you to know, brothers, that 
what has happened to me has really 
served to advance the gospel." 

He was writing from jail. Paul suf
fered greatly as a missionary for 
Jesus, but perhaps nothing so diffi
cult as confinement When he refers 
to his circumstances in verse 12, 
there is not even a hint of bitterness. 
He had no bitterness, because in ev
erything bad that came his way, he 
could see God. Paul's attitude was 
good because he could see God. 

I suppose our attitudes would be 
consistently Christlike if we could al-

David Vardaman is pastor of the Rowley Wes
leyan Church, Williamston, Michigan. 
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ways see God. The problem comes 
when unfortunate things happen and 
we lose sight of Him. 

In chapter two Paul becomes more 
specific and says in verse three: "Do 
nothing out of selfish ambition or 
vain conceit, but in humility consider 
others better than yourselves." 

We are right back to our motiva
tion. "Selfish ambition" and "vain 
conceit" are attitudes to be avoided. 
If we are motivated by such attitudes 
in our legal cases, then the answer 
to the title question is, "No you 
shouldn't. Stop pursuing your case 
until you have brought yourself back 
under the influence of Christ" 

II. The Alternatives of a Christian 

U.S. News & World Report states 
that in 1982 Americans filed 200,000 
civil suits in federal courts - a 14 per
cent jump over the previous year. In 
state courts, which handle most law
suits, cases are coming in so fast that 
officials can't provide an up-to-date 
total. The last year for which a com
plete count has been possible is 
1977, when more than 12 million 
cases were filed (USN&WR, 12-20-
81, p. 58). 

Think about it! On the one hand, 
Americans are accused of not getting 
involved, of not testifying in criminal 
cases because of the many as
sociated fears. On the other hand 
Americans are jamming the courts 
with civil suits. That says to me that 
we file suit when we think we can col
lect settlement money, or when our 
pride will be served. America is riding 
an ever-increasing wave of lawsuit 
fever. In short, suing is a fad! 

What are the Christian's alterna
tives? 

1. Let the church decide. 1 Corin-

by David Vardaman 

thians 6: 1-7 speaks to the Christian 
who has a grievance against another 
Christian. Rather than go through a 
secular court system, Paul says the 
church ought to appoint a judge who 
will settle disputes. It is interesting 
that U.S. News & World Report said: 
"One cause of the avalanche of law
suits . . . is the gradual weakening 
of social units such as families, 
churches, and neighborhood groups 
that traditionally have helped keep 
disputes out of court" (12-20-82, p. 
58). 

If the world has recognized the 
weakening, perhaps it is time for the 
church to open her eyes and see it! 
Rather than take a brother in Christ 
to court, be mature enough, be 
courageous enough, be Christian 
enough to submit to the leadership 
of the church. 

Christian Conciliation Service is an 
organization providing this kind of 
service outside the local church. It is 
made up of Christians: lawyers, 
ministers, laymen, who will work with 
other believers to reach a just settle
ment of an issue, and then go one 
step further than the courts and seek 
reconciliation between opposing par
ties. Consult a local business direc
tory for the chapter serving your area 
or write: Christian Conciliation Service 
of Central Michigan, 535 N. Capitol, 
Lansing, Michigan 48933. 

2. Keep small issues small. What 
if your dispute is not with another 
Christian, but an unbeliever? Then, 
first of all, you have all the more 
reason for a Christian approach. 
Don't make the mistake of thinking, 
"This guy isn't a Christian, so I don't 
have to act like one either! I can use 
the world's weapons in this fight!" 

Next page 
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THE INNER CITY 

Continued from page 5 

While several mainline, evangelical 
churches closed, the Wesleyan 
church, under the pastoral leadership 
of James Ridgway (now national su
perintendent of Australia), committed 
itself to staying and serving the com
munity. 

By that time the church already 
had a few black members and Sun
day school children, which helped 
make the adjustment easier. In June 
1972 I was called as pastor. 

I Came from the Farm 
I was from an Indiana farm, but 

had been challenged by a summer's 
exposure to the Cabrini-Green com
munity of Chicago while at Asbury 
Seminary. My wife Vi, whom I met 
and married when we were both stu
dents at Marion College, was a mem
ber of Jersey City First Wesleyan. 

During a long layoff in the coal 
fields of western Pennsylvania, her 
family had moved to the Jersey City 
area. She had hated the four years 
she lived there before going to Mar
ion College. 

As we prayerfully considered the in
vitation to pastor in Jersey City, we 
both sensed that God wanted us in 
the inner city. That assurance gave 
Vi a new attitude and love for the city. 
Her involvements have been com
plementary to mine and we have 
worked ·as a team. 

By the time we arrived, the congre
gation had dwindled to about 55 peo
ple due to members relocating. The 
neighborhood was changing rapidly. 
The block on which the church was 
located changed from 90% white to 
90% black within about a three
month period after our arrival. 

Rebuilding has been slow but 
steady over the past eleven years, de
spite the fact that the city lost over 
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40,000 people during that time. 
Population mobility continues to be 
a problem. 

During the past 12 years various 
outreach programs have been 
utilized: a summer day camp, fresh
air program for children, home Bible 
studies, tract and scripture distribu
tion, open-air services, visitation pro
grams, Christian Youth Crusaders, 
children and youth choirs, neighbor
hood Bible studies, vacation Bible 
school, an after-school tutoring pro
gram, as well as hosting the local 
block association. 

While the Jersey City Church is ba
sically biracial, a number of Filipino 
families attended for over a year be
fore beginning an independent con
gregation. Recently we have spon
sored a Haitian family and assisted 
a Vietnamese refugee. Food and 
other assistance have been given as 
needed. 

As pastor, I have counseled with 
prostitutes, drug addicts, alcoholics, 
criminals, and delinquents. While 
these encounters do not always end 
happily, there are those cases that 
bring joy. 

Sometimes We Are a Mission 
About two years ago a woman who 

lived in a 16-story public housing 
project was referred to me. She was 
in her third marriage and her hus
band was a drug user, an alcoholic, 
and a convict. Just a few months be
fore, she had tried to kill his girlfriend 
in a bar, shooting at her six times. 
Fortunately she missed each time 
and the lady dropped charges. 

As the woman came to me, she 
was sick of her temper, sick of the 
life she had lived, and she wanted to 
be saved. She prayed that day, and 
what a changed life! Her faith has 

been tested over the last two years: 
her husband was put in prison, she 
was· robbed, she was denied job ad
vancement because of her husband's 
record. She moved to Ohio last year 
and continues to grow in the Lord. 

There are many other stories I 
could tell which show the power of 
God. Many of the people have moved 
on, but they received help. In many 
ways we are a mission - we help peo
ple for the brief time they are with 
us. Unfortunately, this kind of ministry 
does not necessarily bring growth in 
membership. 

The congregation currently has be
tween 80 and 110 in Sunday morn
ing worship service. The majority are 
American black with a growing 
number of Caribbean immigrants. 
Our services reflect the personality of 
the membership. We sing hymns the 
"white" church is familiar with, but 
the gospel songs are often accom
panied by the tambourine and with 
clapping on the counter-beat The 
choir sings a variety of songs ranging 
from hymns to "black gospel." 

We face the great challenge of the 
broken home and, where there is a 
marriage, the spiritually divided 
home. We have only five couples ac
tive in the church. Only two of these 
have children. The other adults are 
either married to unbelievers or are 
divorced. 

This situation often causes the chil
dren to tum from the church and the 
Lord in the teen-age years, attracted 
by the street with its allurements of 
sex, drugs, parties, and "fun." Too 
often I have seen it lead to teen-age 
pregnancies (frequently a status sym
bol), welfare depenqency, drug addic
tion, and even death. 

The community around the church 
reflects the destruction of the home. 
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ARE YOU GIVING YOUR GIFT? 

H is eyes danced as he told me 
about his newfound church. 

'There must be at least 1500 people 
there every Sunday morning. And the 
music is spectacular. And we sing 
praise choruses and prayer choruses 
and lots of easy stuff. The words are 
flashed on the wall by an overhead 
projector." 

He said the preacher was en
thusiastic and entertaining and that 
he taught more than preached. "He 
speaks at least 45 minutes and every
one hangs on his every word. He has 
us flipping through our Bibles look
ing up the references. He makes ev
erything so clear, so orderly." 

He said the church began only a 
few years ago with a handful of peo
ple. Its phenomenal growth has come 
mainly from folks who have flocked 
there from other, less exciting 
churches. They appear to have lots 
of money and they are planning a 
mind-boggling building program. 

"I really get a lot out of the 
church," he said. "When I leave, I'm 
fed and ready to begin a new week." 

I could see the comparison com
ing as he completed his description. 
Sure enough, he proceeded to point 
out the flaws of his own denomina
tion and the small local church he 
had been attending for many years. 
"We never have enough money or 
people or the right kind of leadership. 
We just plug on year after year." 

I've heard my friend's story before. 
Not from him, but from others who 
likewise fell under the spell of a 
super-church. And it doesn't have to 
be a "charismatic" church either. Any 
large church with a silver-tongued 

G. Roger Schoenhals lives in Seattle, 
Washington. 

FEBRUARY 20, 1984 

by G. Roger Schoenhals 

preacher and a going program will 
do. Anyplace where you can slip in 
and sit in the back and receive a 
blessing. Places where you can get 
something without the hassle of hav
ing to give. It's like attending a play 
or a basketball game or some other 
production. 

There are, of course, many persons 
involved in these super-churches. It 
takes a lot of people giving a lot of 
time, energy, and money to keep 
things rolling. But for every giver, 
there are those who go along just for 
the ride. 

As my friend droned on with his 
unsympathetic analysis of the smaller 
church, I began to see more clearly 
what he was really saying. It made me 
think of something President Ken
nedy once said, only with a reverse 
twist "Ask not what you can do for 
your church, but what your church 
can do for you." 

Unfortunately, we are living in a so
ciety bent on seeking satisfaction for 
self. The historian Christopher Lasch 
captured this spirit a few years ago 
in his book The Culture of Narcis
sism. He wrote: "To live for the mo
ment is the prevailing passion - to 
live for yourself." 

We see this same self-seeking spirit 
seeping into the church where worth 
is measured by personal reward. The 
self-centered Christian tramps from 
church to church looking for the best 
deal. "I'll come if you can meet my 
needs and the needs of my family 
better than the church down the 
street" 

This same spirit has infected the 
Christian home, causing unpre
cedented conflict and divorce. Each 
spouse seeks personal satisfaction 
from the other. They begin to mea-

sure the worth of the other by his or 
her ability to meet the other's need. 
"Ask not what you can do for your 
spouse, but what your spouse can do 
for you." 

To expect something from your 
marriage or your friendships or from 
the church is, to a certain degree, 
healthy. We all have legitimate needs. 
But making the satisfaction of these 
needs our primary objective causes 
us to deny the very gospel we profess 
to believe. Indeed, the Spirit of Christ 
is diametrically opposed to the 
diabolical spirit of selfishness. We are 
sons and daughters of Him who gives 
and gives and gives again. 

The Scripture teaches that God 
gives each of us gifts for the good 
of the church. The Spirit of God "ap
portions to each one individually as 
he wills." He may endow you with the 
gift of hospitality. He may give some
one else the gift of teaching. Another 
will be given the gift of administration. 
And another the gift of encourage
ment All of these gifts are placed in 
our hands as an expression of His un
searchable love toward us. 

And what are gifts for? To bury in 
the ground? To parade before 
others? Gifts are for giving! Like the 
parent who provides his child with a 
gift at Christmas to give an older sib
ling, so our Father provides us with 
something to give to our brothers 
and sisters in Christ 

We find our happiness in giving 
"our" gifts to others. And as we give 
these gifts, others give their gifts to 
us. We partake in a continuing gift 
exchange whereby the whole church 
is nurtured and equipped for more 
effective service. 

So the central question for the 
Next page 
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Continued from page 11 

Christian is not what can I get from 
the church, but what has God given 
me to give to the church and how 
can I best give my gift for the glory 
of God. 

We find fulfillment not in chasing 
after the church that can best meet 

our needs, but in giving our gifts to 
a local body of believers. It is in giving 
that we receive. Yet, we give not to 
receive, but to fulfill the will of God 
for us and to express our gratitude 
for His unspeakable Gift to us. 

What has God placed in your 

''HE WAS A GOOD MAN'' 

H e was a good man." So said the 
preacher of a man whose fun

eral I attended more than 50 years 
ago. After half a century memories 
become dim - but that short state
ment still stands in my mind. It was 
no idle statement, for a good man 
he was. 

The large crowd attending the fun
eral attested to the assertion. My par
ents had purchased their groceries 
from him, and they believed he was 
a good man. I believed he was, and 
from that moment until now I have 
had an urge to follow his example. 
I desire that while I live and when I 
die, folk will be justified in saying, "He 
is, or he was, a good man." 

Over the past 40 years I have 
traveled around the world attempting 
to preach the gospel and have met 
many wonderful people whom I be
lieve were good people. 

Brother Dennis Sampson, a native 
of Antigua West Indies and a lay 
preacher, felt God calling him to go 
to England and organize holiness 
churches among his fellow West In-

Wilfrid E. Moutoux, Kitchener, Ontario, is a 
general evangelist 
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dians who had migrated to England. 
We had the privilege of laboring with 
him in many of those churches. At 
times Brother Sampson would quietly 
clap his hands and, face aglow with 
heaven's glory, praised and wor
shiped his Lord. Yes, he was a good 
man. 

Dr. H. A McClean, a medical doc
tor, also felt God's call, and turning 
his back on a lucrative practice, es
tablished a hospital and a number of 
mission churches in the wilderness of 
northern Vancouver Island. There he 
ministered to the bodies and souls of 
isolated people. 

Many times, instead of prescribing 
medicines, he would kneel and pray 
with his patients. Dr. McClean man
ifested the spirit of the Master. It was 
a joy to be in his presence. He too 
was a good man. 

Brother Warder was a simple back
woodsman who spent much of his 
time walking the country roads, visit
ing and praying in the humble homes 
of country folk. Brother Warder 
walked with God. To have him in the 
service was to sense God's presence. 
Brother Warder was a good man. 

There were others I remember of 

hands to give? Are you gMng your 
gift freely, with no strings attached? 
Your church needs .your gift. Without 
it your brothers and sisters in Christ 
are incomplete - handicapped, as a 
man without a foot or an arm or an 
ear. Your church needs you. D 

whom it could be said they were 
good people. From whence this 
goodness? It was not their eloquent 
preaching, for I had not heard most 
of them preach. It was not their 
charisma or personality. It was not 
their brilliant intellect, for some of 
them were unlearned. 

What then set them apart as good 
people? It was no less than the sense 
of God's presence in their lives. 

Scripture tells of those whose faces 
shone with the glow of God's per
sonal presence. When Moses came 
down from the mount where he had 
met God, his face was so radiant with 
God's glory, men were afraid to come 
near him (Exod. 34:29-30). As 
Stephen preached, his face shone as 
the face of an angel. Men were not 
able to resist the wisdom and spirit 
of his message (Acts 6:10, 15). 

The Apostle Paul reveals the secret 
of that experience in Christ which 
projects God's image through us and 
makes us good men and women. 
Paul claimed he was crucified with 
Christ, that Jesus Christ lived in him 
and manifested himself through him. 

Without a conscious sense of 
God's presence we are prone to have 
convictions without compassion and 
emotion without devotion. Ours will 
be a pharisaical application of God's 
laws with no discernible projection of 
God's person. 

Let us determine to walk with 
Jesus Christ until our hearts bum and 
our faces shine with His presence. 
When men see that we have been 
with Jesus and have learned of Him, 
they will say, "They are good people." 

D 
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CHURCHES GREW QUIET 
Continued from page 7 

The conductor with watch in hand 
was alert to the varied bustle of activ
ity, trainmen checking wheels and 
brakes, oilers, baggage handlers. 
Then it all came to a halt With a 
final, "All aboard!" he took his stool 
inside, signaled the engineer, and the 
great locomotive began to move, to 
pick up speed. The cars glided past 
and disappeared in the distance. 

Gradually over the years passen
gers grew fewer, the trains shorter 
and less frequent For a few years 
there was a "Budd" car which 
stopped twice a day, but no one took 
the train. It only went through the 
motions. Then it died out altogether. 

The station master stayed long 
after there was any use for him; then 
he too was gone. For several years 
there has been no passenger train. 
The railroad station, unused for so 
long, fell into disrepair. Sometimes as 
I went by the old station, I thought 
of its former glory. Once so much 
alive, it was now a dead thing, a 
ghost of the past. 

What I have been telling you is only 
background. So now for the dream! 

I dreamed I was driving along the 
road. As I neared the old station, I 
was surprised to see standing by the 
tracks a well-dressed young couple 
holding a small child and with bag
gage at their feet The man had a 
timetable in his hand and was look
ing down the tracks with the same 
anticipation I had years ago. 

Did I have the heart to stop and 
tell them that no passenger trains 
have gone on these tracks for years? 
Should I make them feel welcome to 
our community, pretend that we do 
have trains, and invite them to come 
back tomorrow? 

Up to this point it was only a 
dream, soon to be forgotten. But as 
is sometimes the habit of dreams, 
one thing changed into another. The 
railroad station abruptly became a 
church building, the timetable was a 
Bible, the family were newcomers to 
the church. 

For years there had been no life 
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along this church's tracks. It was only 
a dead station. Should I tell these 
newcomers that there won't be any 
train? Shall I pretend that all is well 
and invite them to come regularly? 

I wrestled long with the implica
tions of this dream. I had grown up 
when the church was a virile and 
vocal expression of "shouting 
Methodism." I remember the heavy 
conviction that would settle upon a 
congregation, the long altar calls 
while "burdened" saints wrestled with 
God, the tears of penitence, the 
"praying through," the confessions 
and restitution that followed from 
changed lives. 

I remember the preaching deliv
ered with a special kind of "unction." 
I remember how someone would 
sing until the "glory" descended, and 
we were lifted out of ourselves. 

I remember "waves of glory" which 
would at times come upon the peo
ple. You could actually see and hear 
and feel it moving through the peo
ple like a refreshing breeze through 
a ripe wheat field. 

I remember how at times the 
"blessing of God" would come upon 
some weary _pilgrim until with radiant 
face and upstretched arms she would 
rise and shout the praises of God, 
until a tremendous chorus of "praise 
the Lord, glory to God, and hal
lelujah" filled the room. 

I can still hear the murmur of pray
ing saints joining together in a "vol
ume of prayer." A crescendo of 
voices carried the movement onward, 
now one voice heard above this or
chestration of prayer, now another 
voice, like the theme of a fugue until 
the symphony reached the climax of 
"praying through." 

True, there were those who learned 
to shout who had nothing to shout 
about No age has a corner on 
hypocrisy. But many admitted sin
ners would stand in awe and say, "If 
I ever get religion, that is what I 
want" 

I confess that in all this I was an 
observer rather than a participant 

The years went by; the old style saints 
went home to glory. 

Churches grew quiet People lis
tened politely and attentively to ser
mons and choirs and placed their of
ferings on the plate presented by dig
nified ushers. 

An occasional reaching of hands 
heavenward, a subdued Amen now 
and then, even the organized "tum 
around and shake hands" are a far 
cry from what it once was. 

Please note I am not sitting in 
judgment upon this generation. Do 
allow me a moment of nostalgia. But 
one cannot help wondering with 
amusement what it would be like if 
in our stately morning service we 
were suddenly invaded by the old 
saints and all heaven broke loose like 
it used to do. 

So I was sitting by my front window 
which looks out upon a busy highway 
and thinking about the dream and 
about its implications, about the 
young family standing beside de
serted tracks, hearing again the echo 
of a steam whistle translated into the 
shouting of departed saints. It oc
curred to me that actually our village 
is not remiss in caring for the needs 
of the traveling public. We have ad
justed to new ways. 

The Greyhound bus makes good 
connections with a nearby airport. 
For those who prefer to drive, there 
are a well-paved highway, clear road 
signs, gas pumps, a lunch counter, 
picnic tables, and a trash barrel. 

Some things I may hold in com
mon with an Elijah at Horeb, both of 
us in search of our historical roots. 
A tolerant Father allows both of us 
a wistful look in that direction, even 
sustaining us by an occasional cake 
baked by an angel. 

It is not our task, however, to refur
bish ancient caves nor rebuild tem
ples beside deserted tracks. To each 
of us comes with equal force the 
probing question, "What doest thou 
here?" It is, after all, not our primary 
concern to rebuild temples but to 
find out where the traffic is and help 
weary travelers on their way to the 
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into effect There issues a genuine 
forgiveness, a beautiful relationship, 
and no one would suspect that any
thing had gone wrong. 

Forgiveness involves my letting go 
of anger, bitterness, and hate which 
I have against another. In Colossians 
3:8 Paul admonishes us to put away 
these things. The apostle also expres
ses it this way: "Forgive whatever 
grievances or complaints ( differ
ences) you have against another as 
the Lord has forgiven you" (Col. 
3:13). 

Take the attitude, "I would rather 
mend the broken relationships than 
be concerned about myself." God 
gave. He mended the relationship be
tween God and man which was bro
ken in the Garden. I accept the fact 
that there are things, people, and cir
cumstances I cannot change. But I 
can let go of any anger, bitterness, 
or hate which I may have over differ
ences between myself and someone 
else. 

Joyce Landorf has put it this way: 
"Instead of just living through your 
problems, why not try loving through 
them?" I can love that one who is 
unlovable and unchangeable. Maybe 
I cannot change them, but I can for
give them. 

Sometimes certain people require 
that we keep forgiving them because 
they will not change. Then I must put 
into effect the "70 times 7 principle" 
found in Matthew 18:20. Have you 
ever asked the Lord, "How many 
times am I required to forgive so and 
so?" 

When Jesus said, "Forgive 70 
times 7 ," He was keenly aware of the 
mental, emotional, physical, and spir
itual consequences of brooding over 
resentment We destroy ourselves by 
not letting go of bitter feelings. 

Acts 7 :54-59 gives us one of the 
most beautiful examples of forgive
ness. Stephen was being stoned to 
death. "Lord," he prayed, "do not 
hold this sin against them." He was 
saying, "I hold nothing against them. 
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I release them from any debt they 
owe." 

Forgiveness means the debt has 
been canceled. What a difference be
tween Stephen's attitude and ours 
when we want people to have to pay 
for what they have done to us. We 
take a "get even" attitude. 

What an immediate elevation in 
our spiritual walk when we can take 
the attitude of Jesus and Stephen 
and forgive right on the spot - no 
time to dwell on the hurt Do we 
realize that the offenses of other peo
ple toward us are actually God's op
portunities for Him to become more 
meaningful and real to them through 
us? 

This can happen because they see 
us reacting with love. It is so impor
tant for us to reflect the qualities of 
Christ to those who hurt us. Unusual 
results will occur. 

Saul, watching the stoning of 
Stephen, became the evangelist who 
spread the gospel that you and I now 
have. Saul watched Stephen's re
sponse and it changed his life. 

Forgiveness does not come easy. 
But if we keep close to Christ, when 
the situation arises where we need to 
give forgiveness, we will already have 
it in our hearts and be willing to give 
it 

If you want to color your life with 
love, forgive! D 

Who Was the Evangelist? 

I WAS talking with someone recently 
who has been around the holiness 
church all his life, and I told him we 
are in the midst of revival at our 
church. He said, "Oh, who is the 
evangelist?" I said, "The Holy Spirit" 

Now I firmly believe in revival 
meetings and the call of the 
evangelist, but isn't it sad that we at
tach a spirit of revival in a church 
only to some special meetings? They 
may contribute to revival, but then 
again they may not I've known 
churches that have had "special 
meetings" twice a year for 30 years 
or more and yet have not had a 
genuine revival that produced a har
vest 

But when the Holy Spirit engineers 
the spiritual awakening, and the con
gregation sincerely prays for it and 
is willing to be His channel to bring 

by Richard A Bennett 

it about, then it will happen! 
How we thank God for the way 

people are seeking Him freely under 
the power of the Holy Spirit in our 
services. 

Our prayer is that the revival will 
spread to every evangelical church in 
the area, because souls in the king
dom are more important than people 
in the pews. Naturally, church growth 
will be a by-product of such a revival, 
and this is why we are growing. 

Have you let the Holy Spirit come 
into your life? Are the revival fires 
burning in your heart? Have you ex
perienced the warmth of God's love 
and the joy of sins forgiven? If not, 
now is the time to get in, while the 
"waters are troubled." 

Taken from the· Pulaski (N. Y.) Wesleyan 
Church newsletter. Rev. Richard A Bennett Is 
the pastor. 
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REVIVAL BEGINS AT CALVARY 

Very simply and scripturally, the 
word "revival" means revitaliza

tion of life that has become weak and 
pallid. 

In spite of great expenditure of en
ergy, those intimately acquainted with 
contemporary Christendom discern a 
spiritual sickness in the Church that 
makes her weak and pallid. The 
same could be said of the majority 
of Christians, even though some may 
be exposed to good Bible teaching. 
Much time, effort, and money is 
given to reproducing the results of 
revival. These effects could be mag
nified greatly in the wake of a 
genuine outpouring. 

The deep need of the world in 
these desperate days can only be 
met by the release of the mighty 
power of God through revived Chris
tians. Only then will evangelism and 
social action reach its God-ordained 
potential. Only then will the grit of 
personality conflicts in evangelical 
machinery be replaced by the oil of 
God's Holy Spirit 

Before evangelism reaches its pas
sionate "Woe is me," spiritual snob
bery has to be squelched. Before 
concern and love flow to the under
privileged and unattractive, comfort
able Christianity has to be crucified. 
Therein is the root of the problem. 
Too many Christians cry, "Anything 
except the Cross!" 

I have been blessed and encour
aged reading Dr. Edwin Orr's book 
The Flaming Tongue, published by 
Moody Press. In his introduction he 
indirectly gives us the following defi
nitions: 

REVIVAL: The revitalizing of a body 
of Christian believers. 

Richard A Bennett Is director of Cross Cur
rents International Ministries, Bellingham, 
Washington. 
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AWAKENING: The stirring of inter
est in the Christian faith in the related 
communify' of nominal Christians or 
unbelievers. 

EVANGELISM: The exposition of 
the Word of God and the presenta
tion of the good news of our Lord 
Jesus Christ with the object of bring
ing men to vital faith in God. This 
is included in the Great Commission. 

SOCIAL ACTION: The application 
of Christian truth to human situations 
whether individual or social. 

Such clear definitions need to be 
understood in these days of confu
sion. They merit our deeper reflec
tions and further comments. 

To meditate afresh upon this 
theme for me is to personally experi
ence deep I1eart searchings. There 
have been times when it has been 
my privilege to witness God at work 
in most remarkable ways. In America, 
in Canada, and in England the Holy 
Spirit has moved at times in awe
some and unexpected ways. Evi
dence that such times were indeed 
a work of God continues to this day. 

Increasingly I am persuaded that 
the Holy Spirit is only at liberty to 
build the kingdom of God as He is 
at liberty to break down the kingdom 
of man. The Cross spells death to so 
much that has become popular in 
evangelical Christendom. 

When facing a personal Calvary, 
we may be tempted to pray, "Let this 
cup pass from me." In our better mo
ments, however, we will stand under 
the very shadow of the Cross and 
say, "Nevertheless not my will but 
thine be done." 

My personal memories and pres
ent experiences of blessing and free
dom in the Holy Spirit are mingled 
with an ever-increasing understand
ing of a personal Calvary. To say 

otherwise would not be telling the 
whole truth. As I write the challenge 
comes afresh to me. Am I really will
ing to bear burdens in order to shel
ter others from a storm until my 
heart is almost broken? 

Am I willing once more to take my 
place in the line of duty even though, 
as in the past, it will bring mighty cur
rents from many directions? Such 
currents you know can do nothing 
but create a whirlpool. To be in a 
whirlpool is to be drawn into the vor
tex of death. 

Experiences from the past must be 
recorded in the above metaphorical 
language in order that my brothers 
and sisters in Christ are not identified. 
At times God allows us to be exposed 
to certain saints and circumstances 
in order to cut away the charred 
edges of our lives and expose fresh 
edges to the flame. As a result new 
priorities must be personally estab
lished before the Lord. 

The spectacular does not of itself 
continue to attract hearts that are 
looking for God. It may for awhile be 
promoted by opportunists and be 
fascinating to a certain breed of spir
itual spectators. The spontaneous 
freedom of the Holy Spirit's presence, 
however, will give way to a new bon
dage of fleshly activity when revival 
is promoted and applauded. The 
simple principle of constant death to 
the self-life and immediate confes
sion of conscious sin is the only an
swer. 

Love gladly forgives. The price of 
all forgiveness is the Cross. The 
Cross for the Savior enabled God to 
forgive such as me. The Cross for 
the saint enables him to die to re
sentment, bitterness, and self-vindi
cation. At the same time the positive 
force of love is released. This is con-
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THE PILLAR MOVES 
by George E. Failing 

And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of 
cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar 
of fire, to give them light (Ex. 13:21 ). 

E arly signs were gentle but the Lord's leading 
became clear, very recently, that following my 

present term of selVice as General Editor, I should 
make myself available for God's next appointment 

So, as of the conclusion of General Conference, 
1984, I presently plan to retire from my position as 
General Editor and expect to be happy in any 
subsequent selVice for God and the Church. In fact, 
the very thought arouses anticipation of God's 
guidance. 

Permit me to review His leadings. In 1934 The 
Wesleyan Church offered me a pastoral appointment 
I did not seek it, but I did accept it That first year 
convinced me that I had found the ecclesiastical 
house in which God wanted me to live and work, so 
I have never looked across the fence for greener 
pastures. I still believe The Wesleyan Church offers 
ample opportunities in selVice for those who feel 
comfortable with its Articles of Religion and polity. 

The churches I seived as pastor, the colleges I 
seived in various capacities, paid me a salary that 
was adequate - if one remembers, as I do, how 
some of God's generous saints supplemented it God 
always knew when I really needed more than I 
received, and He always saw the needs were met No 
ravens dropped meat, but hundreds of times 
supplements of food or clothing were given - and 
sometimes cash. Altogether, I have never begged for 
bread. 

Another matter makes me pause with wonder 
and reverence. I have always felt it "unspiritual" for 
me to seek a position of larger selVice either in the 
district or denomination. Yet I remember my first 
election to a conference office. Dr. James S. Luckey 
moved that I be elected statistical secretary of the 
Lockport Conference for the 1936-37 conference year. 
I thought I could calculate well enough to prepare an 
accurate conference statistical report, so I came to 
the 1937 conference with confidence. I had not 
known so many pastors could not add or subtract or 
remember. Neither did I realize that the current year's 
report had to be reconciled with the previous year's 
report So that first report was full of incongruities, 
but the district gave me another chance. I assure you 
that the 1938 report was much more accurate. 

In 1941 I was invited to seive as pastor of our 
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Highland Park Church in Louisville, Kentucky, and 
three years later to teach at Central Wesleyan College 
while selVing also as pastor. For six years I seived as 
Director of Public Relations at Houghton College. 
Believing that God was leading me again to the 
pastorate, I accepted the call extended to me by the 
Marion College Church. Those three years were signal 
years of blessing, for which I shall always thank God. 

During that pastorate, in the spring of 1956, the 
General Board of Administration elected me to seive 
as assistant to the Secretary of Sunday Schools, my 
specific task being that of editing all Sunday school 
literature for the denomination. The staff included two 
people besides myself. Such as it was, we did it all. 
During those years, among other things, the 
devotional booklet Light from the Word was started. 
So some innovations, in improved form, remain. 

In 1959 the General Conference voted that I 
succeed Dr. 0. G. Wilson as editor of The Wesleyan 
Methodist, since he had just been elected the first of 
three General Superintendents in The Wesleyan 
Methodist Church. Until that time, I guess, I had 
never understood the awesome statement Paul makes 
when he affirmed that God had put him in trust with 
the gospel. Second only to that divine call to preach 
the Word is the call to seive the denomination as a 
General Officer. It's an honor, humanly, to be chosen, 
but it's an awesome responsibility to fulfill the work 
of a General Officer. 

I should like very much to deserve God's "well 
done" at the judgment seat of Christ I live in faith 
that I myself will be fully accepted then (He 
graciously accepts me now), while I hope that at 
least some of my work will qualify as work done with 
"eternity in view." 

To many of you I owe so much. Over and 
again you have "strengthened my hands in God" by 
your prayers and encouragement In retrospect, I 
would have done some things differently, hopefully 
better. But I release this responsibility with peace, and 
will prayerfully support the new editor in his endeavor 
to seive God and the Church. 

The timber is tall in an editor's country and the 
work is perilous at times, though always challenging. 
God grant the General Conference guidance and the 
newly appointed General Editor grace and wisdom in 
keeping our Church knit together in bonds of 
Christian love and clear understanding. 

This is simply a "letter" to my friends. A few 
more editorials will follow. 
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Hast Thou No Wound? 

Hast thou no wound 
To show the fearsome fray 
That thou, committed to His cross, 
Hast suffered by the way? 

Canst thou display 
That emblem of His shame 
That now declares His noble fight 
To win Thee from the flame? 

Or hast thou shrunk 
From clash and din of war 
To hide thy head, afraid 
To press. the battle sore? 

Without a wound 
How canst thou win a crown 
To place upon thy brow
Reward for deeds renowned? 

Without a wound 
How canst thou lift thine eye 
Upon His bleeding wounds, 
The price your soul to buy? 

Robert W. Cooper 
Evart, Michigan 

/\1E/\10RIES 

NO ONE TO DEFEND YOll, LORD? 

Was no one there to defend You, Lord, 
The day they raised the whips? 

Was no one there to stay their hands, 
Or curses on their lips? 

Who was it, Lord, who left You there 
Alone, nor heard Your sigh? 

I tum, and now disconsolate, 
For it was I, 'twas I. 

I raised the rod that scourged You, Lord, 
And dragged You through the street 

I raised the cross and pounded nails 
Into Your hands and feet 

Was no one there to defend You, Lord? 
No one to wipe Your sweat? 

Who was he from fear and pride 
Denied we ever met? 

Who was it, Lord, from ignorance 
Had given You to death? 

But You forgave me, Lord, 
Forgave with Your last breath. 

Oh, do not blame those people when 
You also made Him die; 

For anyone who sins must say: 
"My Lord, 'twas l, 'twas I!" 

Mildred Mumford 
Rochester, New York 

part in early Wesleyan Methodism in the 
South and Freedom's Hill Church than 
in any other facet of his roots. 

OF FREEDOM'S HILL After our Snow Camp visit we went to 
see the church on its new site at Shady 
Grove Camp. Dad could tell David the 
names of the boys whose initials are 
carved on the walls and pews. He could 
name the people who regularly sat in cer
tain pews. For me it was an especially 
blessed privilege to kneel at the 
mourner's bench and have Dad pray for 
us! 

I have such strong nostalgic memories 
of the Freedom's Hill Wesleyan 

Church that I just had to write to you after 
reading the February 6, 1984, issue of 
The Wesleyan Advocate even though it 
is 11 :00 p.m., and I must be up at 5:30 
tomorrow morning. 

You see, I'm a direct descendant of the 
Simon Dixon family that donated the land 
on which the church was located. My fa
ther, Rev. F. B. Williams, was baptized in 
and joined the Freedom's Hill Wesleyan 
Methodist Church as a member at the 
age of seven. It was his great-grandfather 
who, though he remained a Quaker, gave 
the land for the church. Dad, age 85, 
after 45 years of Wesleyan ministry in the 
South Carolina and Alabama Confer
ences, now resides at Route 4, ..Bpx 59, 
Winder, Georgia. Dad may very well be 
the only living member of that particular 
church. 
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Dad can tell some good stories about 
early days of camp meeting at Freedom's 
Hill - especially about the mule who liked 
to go to church. He also can tell you the 
real story of how the bullet holes came 
to be in the door of the church. 

As a small child, during the five years 
that my family lived on the WIiiiams farm 
adjoining the Freedom's Hill property at 
Snow Camp, I played church in the "old 
church," as we called it I used to pump 
the wheezy organ and "preach" from the 
pulpit My family swept out the church 
occasionally, and Dad cleaned the 
grounds at times. During those years 
Freedom's Hill was quite visible from the 
road which was much closer to the front 
of the church at that time. 

Three summers ago my son, David, 
went back with my parents and me to 
Snow Camp in search of "his roots." He 
became more interested in our family's 

From Shady Grove we drove to Central 
College where our family also has roots. 
My son saw displayed in the college li
brary the deed that his great-great-great
grandparents signed, gMng the land for 
the first Wesleyan church in the South. 

I am proud of the Wesleyan heritage 
that I could pass on to my son, but I am 
even more proud of the spiritual heritage 
from the Dixons and the Williamses of 
North Carolina and the Shigleys from 
Alabama. It's the spiritual heritage that 
counts! 

Clara Williams Warnke 
Knox, Indiana 
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Skinny? Yes! Happy? No! 

E ight years ago my life was defi
nitely heading in the wrong di

rection, and I developed an illness 
that I wasn't even aware of until three 
years later, anorexia nervosa, self
starvation. 

For the next five years I went along 
my destructive way, s~rving myself 
to death and so obsessed with being 
the skinniest, that I couldn't even 
concentrate on other things. Being a 
perfectionist, this was the only thing 
I found that I could do perfectly. 

I erroneously thought that being 
the skinniest would make me happy, 
but I was far from happy. Quite the 
opposite, I was so despondent, 

Ann Akers lives in Tucson, Arizona. 

by Ann Akers 

suicide entered my mind often, and 
I finally attempted it once. 

I finally sought help in God and 
Parkview Church (Tucson, Arizona) 
and began to get better. But not un
derstanding the illness, I didn't know 
how to help myself or ask for God's 
help. Last February I began seeing 
a great Christian psychologist, who 
had studied for the ministry. He 
helped me understand my problem 
and learn to ask God's direction. He 
made me realize I was a worthwhile 
person simply because God created 
me, and that I didn't need to be the 
most perfect or best at everything. 
Everyone is loved by God. 

In August I finally realized that what 
he was telling me was true, and after 
thinking I was dying one night, I 

made a vow to God that I would 
never again abuse myself in any way. 
I have kept that vow and have com
pletely recovered my health, both 
mental and physical. 

But I realized a few weeks ago that 
God expected more than that He 
wanted me always to seek His help, 
straighten out my priorities, and put 
Him first 

I know now that this problem was 
used by God to make me change the 
course of my life and stop living for 
myself alone. I will always have 
anorectic tendencies, just as an al
coholic is always potentially an al
coholic. I will always have to depend 
on God to direct me and keep my 
priorities straight 

When the urge to starve myself ap
pears again, I'll know it's God telling 
me to straighten out, I'm heading the 
wrong way again. D 

MY PRISON MINISTRY 

A fter serving as pastor of the 
Catskill Wesleyan Church 

(Champlain District) for nine years, I 
began a pioneer church in Hudson. 
I have been employed part-time for 
over 12 years by New York State in 
the chaplaincy. This allows us to 
pioneer and accept no financial as
sistance from the church here. 

I wrote a year and a half ago about 
Dan Callahan (Nov. 15, 1982 issue), 

Orville Lawrence is pastor of the pioneer 
church, Hudson, New York. 
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by Orville Lawrence 

an inmate who found Christ in 
prison, and how we had a one-year 
anniversary party after he'd been off 
cigarettes, booze, and all drugs for 
one year. 

Dan has been out of prison since 
June of last year, has married a lovely 
Christian girl, is active in Waterford 
Wesleyan Church, and is planning to 
attend a Christian college starting in 
the fall, in preparation for full-time 
Christian service. Currently, he's in 
his final semester at junior college in 
Albany where he's been on the 
Dean's List each semester. 

The other day I was in the visiting 
room at prison and a young man 
called me over. He found Christ a few 
months ago, and he proceeded to tell 
me that the girl who was visiting him 
wanted to be a Christian and he 
wanted me to tell her how. 

I replied, "''You tell her." I then di
rected him from scripture to scrip
ture, which he read to her. He then 
led her in prayer and she was saved 
right in the visiting room of Hudson 
Correctional Facility. 

She said to me, "He's so different!" 
Believe me, he is! D 

THE WESLEYAN ADVOCATE 





IS IT GOD'S WILL? 
Continued from page 9 

sometimes seems to lack spiritual 
flavor, it is nonetheless helpful in 
reaching a decision. The outcome of 
a decision should be forecast in an 
honest manner. 

For example, two people con
templating matrimony should see 
what a marriage would be like with 
God's support. But they should 
evaluate equally their long-term re
lationship by looking at their past and 
present relationship. A simple list of 
pros and cons will not do. It is natural 
to list only the short-range effects of 
a decision and very personal ones at 
that 

Finally, is it "God's will" or "God's 
approval" I am seeking? Maybe what 
is sought is not really God's will at 
all but rather an endorsement of de
cisions already made. 

Those who commonly revert to the 
"fleece method" (Judges 6) of deter
mining God's will must first realize 
that in the biblical account, God had 
already made His will known. It must 
also be pointed out that our "fleece" 
may be so arranged that it cannot 
help but come out the way we wish. 

Jean-Paul Sartre well said, "We 
select our counsel by our choice of 
counselors." Neither the fleece nor 

Philosophy and Finance: The Crisis of Our Times 

COULD WE LAUNCH 

the friends helping us in a decision 
should be thought to reflect the 
Lord's will if we are already certain 
of the outcome. In that case, no in
quiry need be made - the decision 
is cast 

Asking these simple questions 
might well make the difficult deci
sions much more clear, if not any 
easier. That assurance (of one course 
being the right one) makes the deci
sion itself much easier. 

Prayer is not an addendum to the 
decision-making process but rather 
the foundation upon which our ques
tions are asked. In prayer we become 
well acquainted with God and ulti
mately with His will. Though the pro
cess of discovering God's will is not 
easy, peace and assurance come 
when we can say, "I am doing what 
the Lord would have me to do." D 

ANOTHER GREAT REFORM? 

According to a recent article on 
education, 95 colleges closed 

in the 1960s, 135 succumbed in the 
1970s, and it is estimated that more 
than 300 will not survive the 1980s. 

These sobering words came from 
the pen of James Barnes, Dean of 
Marion College, and appeared in The 
Wesleyan Advocate, September 19, 
1983. Dean Barnes tells us that this 
is the consequence of demographic 
and economic trends in America and 
that 'Wesleyan colleges face a pre
carious and unpredictable future." 

I am sure he would agree that the 

Edward P. Coleson has been professor of so
cial science at Spring Arbor College, Spring 
Arbor, Michigan, since 1961. 
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by Edward P. Coleson 

rest of us are in the same boat and 
we may all go down together. With 
both government spending and un
employment out of control, one won
ders if our nation is in better shape 
than our colleges. Where do we go 
from here? 

May I suggest II Chronicles 7:14 as 
the place to start? "If my people . . . 
shall humble themselves, and pray 
. . . and turn from their wicked ways; 
then will I hear from heaven." 

Our problems are not new and 
should have been attended to many 
decades ago. Since I grew up in the 
Great Depression with the Second 
World War as an obvious possibility, 
I gave much thought to the urgent 
problems of that era. Massive spend-

ing to win that war and a flood of 
paper money since, have maintained 
the prosperity we have known in the 
last 40 years, but our problems have 
not gone away. 

This summer the Department of 
Agriculture is holding more than 80 
million acres of land out of produc
tion in a world where millions are 
starving. Of course, giving our 
surplus away has not worked very 
well either. Nothing seems to work. 
Certainly we need a new approach to 
our problems. 

However, the new approach I am 
suggesting is simply God's plan for 
the practical affairs of men and na
tions: "Behold, I set before you this 
day a blessing and a curse; a bless-
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UPLIFT THE DEPRESSED! 

Spiritually committed persons 
don't become depressed. Right? 

Wrong! The intensity of a person's 
emotional suffering is often in direct 
proportion to the intensity of his de
votion to God. David, whom God de
scribed as a man after His own heart, 
cried, "Save me, 0 God! For the wa
ters have come up to my neck. . . . 
I am weary with my crying" (Ps. 
69: 1,3, NKJ). 

Last night a fine young Christian 
sat in my IMng room, face buried in 
his hands as he sobbed, "I lost all 
the ground I'd gained when I lost my 
temper yesterday." Intent on rapid 
spiritual growth, he felt devastated by 
an obvious setback. Guilt is often the 
root cause of depression. 

The Apostle Peter must have felt 
terrible temporary depression after 
denying the Lord. We are told, "He 
went out and wept bitterly" (Mk. 
26:75 ). Moses, Job, Jonah, even the 
whole nation of Israel went through 
periods of depression. 

Every Christian experiences what 
Vance Havner has called "three 
levels": "mountaintop days" when ev
erything looks rosy, "ordinary days" 
when we are neither elated nor de
pressed, and "dark days" when we 
feel that our world is tumbling in on 
us. 

With mounting anxieties in today's 
world, there are not enough profes
sionally trained counselors to go 
around. Even if there were, many 
hurting indMduals either cannot af
ford such a counselor, or for one 
reason or another, are reluctant to 

Marie Shropshire lives in Wichita Falls, Texas. 

12 (132) 

by Marie Shropshire 

seek professional help. What can you 
and I do to help those who seem to 
experience more than their share of 
dark days? 

Show Compassion 
It seems that anyone would know 

how to be compassionate to a hurt
ing one, but not everyone does. The 
young man referred to earlier had the 
misfortune of going to several 
"friends" who offered such well
meaning advice as: "Snap out of it 
... You can do it ... You've been 
a Christian long enough to handle it" 
Being unable to do what his "friends" 
expected of him compounded his 
anxieties. Guilt feelings lay heavily 
upon him. 

Jesus never gave glib answers to 
anyone who came to Him. His at
titude was always one of compassion 
and empathy - "Come unto me . . . 
and I will give you rest" (Matt. 11 :28). 

A depressed person often feels be
sieged with guilt "I've repented of 
this a thousand times, but I still feel 
guilty,'' said a friend of mine. 

"The Lord forgave you the first 
time you asked Him,'' I said as I re
minded her of I John 1 :9: "If we con
fess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness." Our at
titude, "Neither do I condemn you" 
(John 8: 11 ), may be the door 
through which a depressed person 
walks into the light 

Offer an Antidote 
Many are depressed by the imRres

sion that everything is out of their 
control. When individuals believe that 
circumstances are controlling and 
manipulating them, they feel help-

less. They need to be reminded that 
God is in command. 

If God were not in control, Peter 
would not have said, "Cast all your 
anxieties on him, for he cares about 
you" (I Pet 5:7, RSV). Nor would Paul 
have written, "Rejoice in the Lord al-. 
ways. . . . Have no anxiety about 
anything" (Phil. 4:4, 6, RSV). 

Feelings usually are not changed 
until thoughts change. For that 
reason I encourage my counselees to 
put Philippians 4:8 into practice: 
"Whatever is true, whatever is honor
able, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
gracious, if there is any excellence, 
if there is anything worthy of praise, 
think about these things" (RSV). 

Thinking and talking negatively is 
an invitation for depressed feelings to 
remain. Disciplining the mind to 
think constructively crowds out self
destroying thoughts and puts one in 
harmony with God's thoughts. The 
result is joy and peace. 

When David cried, "Why are you 
cast down, 0 my soul, and why are 
you disquieted within me?" he im
mediately added, "Hope in God; for 
I shall again praise him, my help and 
my God" (Ps. 42:5, RSV). 

Recognizing human limitations can 
be a step toward letting God take 
over. God never expected anyone to 
bear a cross alone. The writer to the 
Hebrews expressed it well: "For He 
himself has said, 'I will never leave 
you nor forsake you.' So we may 
boldly say: 'The Lord is my helper; 
I will not fear'" (Heb. 13:5-6, NKJ). 

Ultimately, only the Lord can lift 
the depressed. But He uses you and 
me to be channels of His healing 
love. D 
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OF BIBLES AND BOOKS 
ON SEVERAL occasions I have affirmed that I have 
experienced four "conversions." 

The first, of course, was the conversion to the 
Lord Jesus as my Savior. On my part, by God's 
help, I repented of all known sin and trusted in 
Jesus Christ On His part, God justified me freely, 
forgave me fully, and gave me new life (regeneration 
or the new birth). That new life was really the 
indwelling Holy Spirit 

My second "conversion," in order of time, was 
my conversion to the Holy Bible as God's full, final, 
and authoritative word to me. I have never questioned 
its inerrancy, though I regret that word has become a 
shibboleth to some. (A recent and positive book on 
inerrancy is Authority: The Critical Issue for Southern 
Baptists• by James T. Draper.) The very few minor 
discrepancies or incongruities in the Old and New 
Testaments simply give evidence of indeliberate 
human errors in transcription - which the sovereign 
God has allowed. In this conversion God gave me a 
deep love for and a reverent trust in the Holy Bible 
as written and transmitted. It's sweeter than honey 
and more priceless than fine gold, as David testified. 
The Bible is "God in my hands" as the Holy Spirit is 
"God in my heart." 

My third "conversion" was an experience which 
George Muller testified to as his "second conversion." 
This was the human crisis of absolute surrender and 
the divine invasion of my heart with the fulness of 
the Holy Spirit I sense anew the relish of this 
experience whenever we sing, "Perfect submission, all 
is at rest" and the invitation hymn, "I Surrender All." 
Though much renewing remains to be accomplished 
in me, there's the distinct, underlying blessedness, 
"Now I Belong to Jesus," fully and forever. 

My fourth "conversion" was to the church of the 
firstborn, the one bride of Christ I grew up in a 
tradition which made it difficult for me to accept as 
fully Christian any believer outside the holiness 
movement It's not that I believe less now in the 
emphasis of perfect love or entire sanctification. I 
simply believe strongly that the body of Christ 
includes every Christian who is blood-washed, every 
Christian who hates sin and loves righteousness. The 
atonement of Christ is fully applied to every repentant 
believer, whether his background is nonreligious, 
Hindu, Presbyterian, Methodist, or Lutheran. And the 
Holy Spirit's work in purifying, filling, and teaching 
those who obey Him, is the same work. I rejoice that 
I belong to this fellowship. "The whole family in 
heaven and on earth," as Paul identifies them, all 
members of the church triumphant and all members 
of the church militant No Christian is on his way to 
heaven alone. 
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by George E. Failing 

The foregoing is a preamble to the following 
remarks "of Bibles and books." I think still that the 
conversion to faith and absolute trust in the Holy 
Bible is a crucial event in the life of a growing 
Christian. Evidently we do not even grow in grace 
without concurrently growing in "the knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (II Pet 3: 18). 

So the great good news is that more and better 
Bible translations and concordances and dictionaries 
and commentaries are available than ever before. 
These must remain points of first reference to every 
earnest Christian. Trendy theologies and philosophies 
are bidding for prior attention. Look at them 
cautiously and weigh them in the scales of the Holy 
Scriptures. After all, we don't want to go to the 
heaven of our dreams - or of another's dreams -
we want to go to God's heaven where "the Lamb is 
the lamp thereof." 

What of the Bibles? I'm writing now for those 
whose native language is English. In general, I do 
not know of any English translation of the Bible 
(without resort to interpretative introductions and 
notes) that would mislead a person regarding key 
biblical teachings on the nature of God, the grace of 
Christ, or the purpose and work of the Holy Spirit 
Probably the simplest translation I know (its 
vocabulary is just less than 1,000 words) is The New 
Life Bible, published and copyrighted by Christian 
Literature International. The 1983 edition, replete with 
simply drawn and colored illustrations, is the best 
children's Bible I could recommend. It is superbly 
suited for family altar use, where each child and 
each parent participates in the reading. (This Bible 
includes only The New Testament) 

What about a study Bible? The King James 
Version should not be abandoned; its translation is 
not that bad. Preachers and serious Bible readers 
may wish to procure Zondervan's Parallel New 
Testament in Greek and English.• The Nestle Greek 
Text is used along with three English translations, the 
familiar King James, the New International Version, 
and the literal English translation (interlinear) by 
Samuel Bagster and Sons. Though the NIV in some 
cases is easier to read, the interlinear English and 
the KJV will be seen to coincide closely with the text 
of the Greek. This volume provides very basic study 
of the text. If you want only a King James, I suggest 
the New King James Bible,• recently published by 
Nelson. This slightly revised text should offend no 
lover of the KJV. 

(To be continued) 
*Titles marked by an asterisk may be purchased from 

Wesley Press. 
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church as pastor, should stay at least 
five years. He believes that "in the first 
year you're all program." It takes a while 
to get past the "program productivity 
stage" and begin to really be a pastor, 
to feel the "rhythm of the pulse" of the 
church, to know the "character or cul
ture" of the church, large or small. Dud
ley distinguishes between the organiza
tion and the culture of a church. "Many 
people belong to the culture of a con
gregation who are not members. . . . 
The culture runs the congregation while 
the organization manages the church. 
The organizers are the custodians of 
the program and tend to think they run 
it. It's really the culture that makes deci
sions and the management keeps ev
erything in its place." 

D in NAE News, that the NAE ap
proved the following resolution opposing 
the Equal Rights Amendment: "In a 
1979 resolution the National Association 
of Evangelicals affirmed: 'God created 
mankind in His image, assuring the sac
redness of human life and the equality 
of persons, male or female.' In recent 
years the Equal Rights Amendment has 
been promoted as a way to assure the 
equal rights of women as persons. 
Proponents of the ERA are now con
tending that the amendment presents 
only an economic issue. But the abso
lute and far-reaching language of the 
ERA makes its effects unpredictable, 
and certainly more diverse than 
claimed. It could be interpreted by the 
courts to reach results antithetical to 
Judeo-Christian values. 

"Because of this possibility NAE can
not endorse the Equal Rights Amend
ment in its present form. At a minimum, 
it would have to state that it is not in
tended to grant or secure the right to 
abortion or the funding thereof; to re
quire the drafting of women or their as
signment to military combat; or to deny 
tax exemption to any school, seminary, 
or church which believes that God has 
ordained different roles for men and 
women. 

"NAE has supported and will continue 
to support legislation specifically de
signed to remedy economic injustices to 
women." 
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In the life of my husband-leader . 

WHAT IS MY PLACE? 

Whether my husband is in the 
ministry or not, it is good to 

know my place in the light of scrip
tural principles. It occurs to me that 
the word "place" gives an acrostic of 
my ministr.y to and through my hus
band. This to me is the secret of 
married togetherness in love, in life, 
and in labor. 

As a Christian wife I must start by 
praising God that I know the Lord 
Jesus Christ as my personal Sin
Bearer. The risen Lord indwells my 
life by the power of His Holy Spirit 
That puts things in an entirely new 
perspective. 

PRAYER 
Daily communion with my Lord is 

a vital factor in my life. After I have 
read His Word I bow to pray. The 
overflow of this fellowship gives me 
the privilege of constantly praying for 
my husband Richard. I pray for him 
both as a husband and also as a 
preacher. 

In our marriage we regard partner
ship in prayer to be vital and we try 
to relate every domestic situation and 
spiritual need to His all-sufficient 
grace. With thanksgiving and praise 

Dorothy Bennett and her husband (Richard A) 
are directors of Cross Currents International 
Ministries (formerly Way of Truth) based in 
Bellingham, Washington. 

by Dorothy Bennett 

together we anticipate His working. In 
this way the Heavenlies become the 
habitat of our family and the Lord 
Jesus our only Victor and faithful 
Guide. 

It is wonderful to be married, but 
to be married in the Spirit gives us 
both a real discernment as to how 
to pray for one another. Psalm 48: 14 
has been our special verse since 
early courtship: "For this God is our 
God for ever and ever: He will be our 
guide even unto death." 

I have found that fellowship to
gether in prayer, as well as my per
sonal prayer for my husband, can 
only be maintained by constant infil
lings of His Holy Spirit This merci
fully is made possible when I confess 
my sin and seek forgiveness from my 
Lord and also from my husband 
when necessary. 

Both of us can then see the out
working of His promise that whereas 
"one will put one thousand to flight, 
two will put ten thousand to flight"! 
There is strength in prayer partner
ship. 

LOVE 
Human love, wonderful though it 

is, is not of itself sufficient to meet 
the pressures and storms of life. God 
has given His love to bind our hearts 
together both in our worship and also 
as we seek to reach the lost, costly 
though it sometimes is. 
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WHAT IS MY PLACE? 

Continued from page 13 

"Love suffers," says Paul in I 
Corinthians 13. God's love alone ena
bles me to rejoice when I am called 
upon to share Richard with others, 
even to the point of my own personal 
loneliness. Selfish desires and the sin 
of self-pity must be dealt with con
tinually if I am to experience the 
promise of God which says, "the love 
of God is shed abroad in my heart 
by the Holy Spirit" 

Though our times together are not 
as frequent as they could otherwise 
be, God makes sure that such mo
ments become much more precious! 
As a result it is my constant prayer 
that others will be blessed by His love 
through us both and that they may 
understand that it is only possible be
cause we are both available to Him. 

ANTICIPATION 

In my single days I knew that a 
good surgical nurse anticipated the 
needs of the surgeon when assisting 
in an operation. In the same way, as 
a wife, I try to anticipate the many 
needs around Richard and his par
ticular calling from the Lord. To set 
him free to preach the Word is one 
of my great prMleges in life. 

Admittedly, this means that after 
21 years of married life I have ac
cumulated many extra duties! Some 
of these duties require a great deal 
of discipline, but there is always the 
inexplicable joy of knowing His en
abling in areas where I feel totally in
adequate. 

For instance, there are administra
tive duties behind the worldwide vol
unteer outreach of The Way of Truth. 
It is necessary for me to know 
Richard's leading from the Lord in 
this ministry, but as we have grown 
together in the Spirit, so we have 
grown together in the ministry. My 
thinking merges with that of 
Richard's and I am thankful to say 
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that my husband often tells me how 
much strain is lifted from him as I 
try to anticipate many of the needed 
details in a ministry such as ours. 

The Lord gives His direction at 
moments of spiritual need and crises. 
Likewise He gives His discernment 
when I counsel those with spiritual 
burdens, and when I seek His face 
to prepare messages for a series of 
meetings. 

Personally I cannot see that the 
Scriptures endorse me, as a woman 
and a wife, to do my own "thing" in 
the ministry. My ministry is not sepa
rate from that of Richard's. We have 
been greatly privileged to see the stir
rings of God's Spirit when the thrust 
of our ministry has been shifted from 
reaching women to reaching families. 

For this reason I ask the Lord to 
enable me to complement and un
dergird the public ministry of my 
husband, Richard. Only under his 
headship am I in the place of spiritual 
protection. I Corinthians 11 :3 clearly 
states, "The head of every man is 
Christ, and the head of every woman 
is the man, and the head of Christ 
is God." 

All this is like my picking up the 
bits so that my partner may follow, 
under the headship of Christ, his first 
calling to minister the Word of God. 
What a blessing! 

COUNSELING 
For me there is no greater joy than 

to see spiritual babies born and then 
grow healthily in the Lord! Much of 
my time is spent in counseling those 
who have been touched through our 
public ministry. 

God does not allow me to ap
proach counseling in a stereotyped 
way. Each life is indMdually created 
by God. Only the Spirit of God can 
give discernment of the real need of 
the person who is seeking help. 
Often they talk of the symptoms for 
which they want help and I need the 

Holy Spirit to pinpoint their true need. 
It is a waste of time to put a Band

Aid on a wound when the spiritual 
malady requires radical surgery! 
Sometimes I counsel by means of 
letter. Sometimes, when after his 
ministry Richard is totally spent, we 
work together and I try to bear the 
spiritual burden by pressing home 
God's conviction in hearts to com
plete victory in our Lord. 

When we counsel at such a time, 
one of us sits silently praying as the 
other talks. Sometimes God gives His 
insight into the problem to the one 
who is praying and a soul is set free. 
Hallelujah! 

EXPECTANCY 
Richard and I laugh together as we 

reflect upon the marvelous way God 
saved us to marry THE Christian and 
not just A Christian. Richard says that 
we are both mystics. He is "pes
simystic" and I am "optimystic"! 

Though doctors have ordered me 
to stay at home because of physical 
problems and pain that has persisted 
in my body for many years, I am so 
much more conscious of His power 
than of my limitations. I would rather 
be in pain in a meeting where God 
is at work than in my bed! 

Because of this I seek to obey my 
Lord in spite of misunderstandings 
that are caused by the presence of 
a wife who has certain physical needs 
in order to maintain her mobility. I 
am so grateful to God for a husband 
who ministers to me in both physical 
and spiritual ways and who believes 
with me that the best is yet to come. 

Unbelief sees a problem in every 
opportunity - faith sees an opportu
nity in every problem. 

By God's grace then, my place as 
the wife of my husband-leader is to 
pray, to love, to anticipate, to counsel, 
and to expect His mercy and grace 
to ever flow until I see Him face to 
face. D 
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viction that only a redemptive gospel 
has lasting value. The gospel of self
help will not do. We need much 
more than self-esteem. We need the 
radical spiritual surgery of the cross 
of Christ His cross not only lays bare 
the soul, it brings healing balm to 
man's spirit 

By and large this is not a sin-con-

scious age. Today the conviction of 
need, so it seems to me, is more 
dominant than the conviction of sin. 
Yet the deepest sense is of empti
ness, of loneliness, of estrangement, 
which I think is at the very heart of 
sin, our separation from God. To fo
cus in upon this fact of man's deep 
hungers, his anxieties, his loneliness, 

Good evening. I am Mitch and this is Andy . . . 

We Are Going Door to Door 

H aving prayed for God's help, we 
approached our task with a bit 

more ease. Andy and I knew we were 
poor witnesses for Jesus, so we de
cided to work at being better ones. 

With more fear than faith, we ac
quired as many books on personal 
evangelism as we could find. We 
selected books written by proven win
ners, like Paul Little, and books that 
looked like winners to our way of 
thinking. 

We agreed to meet every Thursday 
night and study these books with 
paper and pen ready. Our plan was 
to find the one approach with which 
we felt most comfortable. And if we 
couldn't find one, we would discover 
the qualities that seemed most con
ducive to our understanding of 
evangelism. 

Thursday after Thursday we met 
and wrote and prayed. We discussed 
each program in depth for weaknes
ses, for strengths, for potential in this 
area of service. And we prayed again 
for God's wisdom and will. 

After several Thursdays slipped by, 
we noticed we were no more sure of 
God's will in this matter than when 
we first began. However, we had 

Mitchel W. Woltersdorf, Canby, Oregon, is a 
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found a program we felt comfortable 
with and though not memorizing it, 
were making it part of ourselves. We 
didn't want to sound "canned" as we 
went forth. So we refined ourselves 
and prayed some more. 

Eventually Andy became the chan
nel of God as He answered our 
prayers in a way we hadn't expected. 
He didn't reveal the best program to 
us. He didn't give us excellent 
memories for remembering our pro
gram. He didn't help us improve the 
program. And He didn't show us the 
merits or lacks in the program. What 
He did was totally different and unex
pected, and, as always, so inspiring, 
so effective. 

Andy piped up one Thursday eve
ning, "Do you realize we haven't been 
out evangelizing once, but we've 
been asking God to show us how to 
evangelize?" I knew where he (or He) 
was headed, so I played Baal's advo
cate and reminded my spiritual 
brother of the value of total prepara
tion before facing the world. My 
brother (or He) was prepared for this 
sidestep of mine. 

'The only preparation we really 
need is knowing the Lord and His 
gospel. And I think we both know 
them, don't we?" 

There I was, a five-year-old Chris
tian, a recent seminary graduate and 
new pastor, having to admit I was 

his emptiness, and his sin, of course, 
is so important 

The redeeming cross is, as it al
ways has been and will ever be, the 
one timeless reality. All other 
changes are superficial and temporal. 
I rejoice in the privilege of proclaim
ing such a soul-transforming mes
sage of reconcilation and of hope. D 

either an unbeliever or ignorant of 
the gospel! 

But before I could unleash another 
salvo of earthly wisdom, Andy 
suggested a rather bold scheme -
one, 1 admit, I had never heard of or 
seen advocated in print 

He said, "Why don't we just knock 
on a door and ask whether or not 
we can share the gospel?" 

I said, 'What?" 
And he said (He said), "Sure! That 

way, if they let us in, we know the 
Spirit is present, and if they don't, we 
won't waste time being where the 
Spirit isn't" 

I said, "What?" But not wanting to 
lose my quota of words, 1 quickly 
added, "OK, but let's pray about this 
until next Thursday and then decide 
what we'll do." And so we parted. 
One was looking forward to next 
Thursday and the other was looking 
for the Second Coming. 

Next Thursday I found myself sit
ting in a car outside a local housing 
project Andy and I looked at each 
other, swallowed, and said our last 
prayer. As we walked to the first of 
20 doors, we agreed I would go first 
since I was the pastor. 

1 never thought I'd ever wish I were 
an organist who needed a lot of prac
tice, but I remember wishing that 
night I was. We also agreed we would 
introduce ourselves but omit our 
church affiliation so there wouldn't be 
any reason other than spiritual for 
their refusing us entrance. And lastly, 
we agreed the silent partner would be 
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OF BIBLES AND BOOKS 
PARTTWO 

0 ther excellent study Bibles are the American 
Standard Version (1901 )* with its unparalled 

marginal references and concordance, and the 
Revised Standard Version.* The RSV has been unduly 
maligned, in my judgment. It is, as it claims to be, a 
revision of the KJV, which is not bad. The RSV 
translators took less liberty with. the Hebrew and 
Greek texts than did the NIV translators. 

The time was ripe for another translation, 
however, when some scholars began serious work on 
the New International Version. Fearing lest Today's 
New English Version and The Living Bible (and even 
the RSV) become standard reference works, a group 
of confessed evangelicals worked diligently for years 
to produce the NIV. No doubt it has become "the 
Bible" of the 1980s, and I am not displeased about 
that. But if one believes that "one jot or one tittle" 
should not be altered, he had better keep at hand 
some of the older translations named above for 
critical study of the text. 

Select your translations and paraphrases and read 
them. Read them much. Let them speak to you. Of 
course, you will want some helps and none is of 
more urgent importance than a good concordance. 
There are two high-grade concordances, Young's* and 
Strong's.* Of the two, I prefer Strong's. Strong's links 
every reference of an English word in the KJV to a 
number indexed to Hebrew and Greek words listed 
alphabetically in the back of the concordance. 
Indexed to Strong's Concordance also is a newly 
reprinted Girdlestone's Synonyms of the Old 
Testament*, a beautiful study of various Hebrew 
words, their shades of difference, and their theological 
importance. Trench's Synonyms of Greek Words is 
the primary reference to key Greek verbs, nouns, and 
adjectives in the New Testament. One needs a little 
knowledge of Greek to extract helps offered in that 
useful volume. 

But one needs no knowledge of Greek to benefit 
from the Bible Student's English-Greek Concordance 
and Greek-English Dictionary*, just reprinted by Baker. 
I must not neglect to mention that The NJV 
Complete Concordance* is now also available. 

Bible dictionaries are helpful in identifying people, 
places, and events in Old and New Testaments. 
Among those I currently recommend are Smith's 
Bible Dictionary*, an older but classic reference, the 
standard layman's Unger's Bible Dictionary*, and 
perhaps the most modern and scholarly of all, New 
Bible Dictionary.• 
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Many-volume commentaries may not be too 
useful to the quick-reference reader. If you can afford 
a little extra money and time, purchase the recently 
republished ten-volume Bible Commentary* edited by 
Canon F. C. Cook. The reissuing of this set is a 
publishing milestone, since it includes works of some 
of the most highly regarded commentators, such as 
Westcott, Rawlinson, and Hervey. Yet this scholarly 
and spiritually helpful set may be purchased for less 
than $100. When one wishes to own a set of 
distinctly Wesleyan-oriented commentaries, written by 
outstanding holiness scholars of our time, he will 
purchase the Wesleyan Bible Commentary* in six 
volumes, edited by Dr. Charles W. Carter, or the 
Beacon Bible Commentary* in ten volumes. 

Of one-volume commentaries, I have often 
recommended three, each distinct and complementary. 
They are the New Bible Commentary* (treated by 
paragraphs, and the most modern); Matthew Henry 
Commentary* (rich in sermonic material, full of warm 
insights); and Commentary on the Whole Bible by 
Jamieson, Fausset and Brown* (verse by verse, 
particularly the delight of pre-millennialists). On the 
New Testament only, I would highly recommend The 
Bethany Parallel Commentary*, newly issued, 
presenting parallel commentaries on each verse or 
passage by Adam Clarke, Matthew Henry and 
Jamieson, Fausset and Brown. 

I could wish that every Bible student, particularly 
pastors, would take time to read Alfred Edersheim's 
classic works on the Old Testament and on the 
Gospels. Originally published (when I read it) in seven 
volumes, the unabridged text of Old Testament Bible 
History* is now available in one volume as is also 
his Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah.* Dr. 
Edersheim was a Jewish scholar, converted to Christ, 
whose immense understanding of Jewish tradition and 
customs, with his deep love for Christ and the Holy 
Scriptures, make these works irreplaceable. 

You will discover, as did David, that God's Word 
is more valuable than gold and sweeter than honey. 
Only God's Word gives light in darkness, courage in 
weakness, and the everlasting assurance of heaven's 
sunrise after earth's night. No Christian can be wise 
who does not study this Book better than he studies 
any other writing. Only God's Word is forever settled 
in heaven. 

*Titles marked by an asterisk may be purchased from 
Wesley Press. 
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in my opinion 
To encourage an exchange of ideas, we are printing the opinion and viewpoints of people who have written to the Editor. 

IS THE CHURCH RELEVANT? 

"RELEVANT" is a catch word that 
has great popularity among motiva
tional workshop leaders these days. 
They mean that we have to let the 
world know that the church is "rele
vant," that what we have going on 
at church when the world goes by 
and sees the cars in the parking lot 
and the lights on has something to 
do with them. 

All too often, I'm afraid, the church 
services, programs, and special ac
tivities could be carried out on the 
moon as far as being relevant to the 
needs of those who live a few doors 
away from the church - unless we 
take it to them and make it relevant 

The church is people. If the church 
is to be relevant, we the people of 
the church need to be relevant We 
need to be in cont.act with the people 
who are hurting. We need to take the 
messages and the teachings we're 
receiving from week to week to those 
who will likely never darken the door
way of our church until they realize 
there is something going on there 
that they need. Oh, we can run our 
ads in the newspapers, we can adver
tise on TV, and put big signs out on 
the front lawn; but people will judge 
our advertisements by the way we are 
able to make it relevant on a one-to
one basis. 

Don Booth lives In Orchard Park, New York. 
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Many pastors are convinced we are 
going through a time in history when 
the overall level of commitment is 
very low. They see the average 
parishioner being involved in church 
responsibilities on a convenience 
basis. Many people attend functions 
when they feel like it and do not 
when something more interesting 
comes up. 

Most parishioners fulfill their re
sponsibilities they've been given, but 
only just that much. They volunteer 
to serve in the nursery once a month, 
but they don't show up the other 
three Sundays. They teach a Sunday 
school class but with an attitude that 
it is their duty, not really convinced 
that the life-and-death burden for 
their students' eternal welfare rests 
on their preparation and personal in
volvement 

Participation for most of us has 
subsided pretty much to a level of 
convenience and low priority. We get 
involved with a motive of "What's in 
it for me?" instead of "What can I 
offer that will help?" 

Now, of course, that doesn't mean 
that the parishioners have to attend 
and support just because the church 
lights are on. It is of great importance 
that what is happening is of such ap
peal and practical application that 
those who attend will benefit The 
church leadership has the burden of 
providing varied kinds of services 
aimed at specific needs. They need 
to help people enter into an experi
ence of worship, but not what passes 

as worship in many of our churches 
these days. 

We need a kind of honesty that 
proclaims to the world that the 
church is the place where sinners 
gather to find help. Attend an "AA" 
meeting and you'll be greeted at the 
door by at least several people who 
will introduce themselves, "Hi, my 
name's Bill and I'm an alcoholic." 

Enter most of our churches and 
you may not be greeted at all. But 
if you are, it will most certainly not 
be with a "Hi, my name's Dan and 
I'm a sinner saved by grace." We 
tend to put on holy faces and smile 
our saintly smiles to cover up the fact 
that this week we snapped and 
snarled because we burned supper 
or had a flat tire. 

A missionary going to Africa would 
learn the language, study the culture, 
and plan to fit into the community. 
But in the church we all too often 
shut ourselves away from the com
munity to such an extent that they 
don't see that we have anything to 
offer them. Then we think they're not 
interested, so we board up the win
dows and lock the door and talk wist
fully of the days when the world 
needed us. 

The boarded-up churches aren't 
memorials of a day gone by; they're 
tombstones of a body of believers 
that was unable to make the mes
sage of Christ relevant in their com
munity. They no longer ministered to 
the needs of the present and the 
world looked the other way and 
walked right on by. 
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The full blessing of Pentecost . . . 

HOW GLORIOUS IT IS 

PART ONE 

They were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit (Acts 2:4). 

W henever we speak of being 
filled with the Holy Spiritt and 

desire to know what it precisely ist 
our thoughts always turn back to the 
day of Pentecost. There we see as 
in a mirror how glorious the blessing 
is that is brought from heaven by the 
Holy Spirit and with which He can fill 
the hearts of men. 

There is one fact which makes the 
great event of the day of Pentecost 
doubly instructive - thist namelyt that 
we have learned to know very inti
mately the men who were then filled 
with the Spirit, by their intercourse for 
three years with the Lord Jesus. Their 
infirmities and defectst their sins and 
perversitiest all stand open to our 
view. 

But the blessing of Pentecost 
wrought a complete transformation. 
They became entirely new ment so 
that one might say of them with truth: 
"Old things have passed away: be
hold all is become new." 

Close study of them and their ex
ample helps us in more than one 
way. It shows us to what weak and 
sinful men the Spirit will come. It 
teaches us how they were prepared 
for the blessing. It teaches us also -
and this is the principal thing - how 
mighty and complete the revolution 
is that is brought to pass when the 
Holy Spirit is received in His fullness. 
It lets us see how glorious the grace 
that awaits us is if we press on to 
the full blessing of Pentecost 

I. 
The ever-abiding presence and in

dwelling of the Lord Jesus. 
In this we have the first and princi-
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pal blessing of the Pentecostal life. In 
the course of our Lord's intercourse 
with His disciples on earth He spared 
no pains to teach and train themt to 
renew and sanctify them. In most re
spectst howevert they remained just 
what they were. 

The reason was that up to this 
point He was ever still nothing more 
than an external Christ who stood 
outside of them and from without 
sought to work upon them by His 
word and His personal influence. 
With the advent of Pentecost this 
condition was entirely changed. 

In the Holy Spirit He came down 
as the inward indwelling Christ, to be
come in the very innermost recesses 
of their being the life of their life. This 
is what He himself had promised in 
the words: "I will not leave you or
phans: I come unto you. In that day 
he shall know that I am in My Father, 
and ye in Me, and I in you." 

This was the source of all the other 
blessings that came with Pentecost 
Jesus Christ, the Crucifiedt the 
Glorifiedt the Lord from heavent 
came in spiritual power, by the Spirit, 
to impart to them that ever-abiding 
presence of their Lord that had been 
promised to them; and that indeed 
in a way that was at once most inti
mate, all-powerful, and wholly divine: 
by the indwelling which makes Him 
in truth their life. 

Him whom they had in the flesh, 
living with them on earth, they now 
received by the Spirit in His heavenly 
glory within them. Instead of an out
ward Jesus near them, they now ob
tained the inward Jesus with them. 

II. 
From this first and principal bless

ing sprang the second: the Spirit of 
Jesus came into them as the life and 
the power of sanctification. 

Here 1 shall allude at the outset to 
only one feature in this change. We 
know how often the Lord had to re
buke them for their pride and exhort 
them to humility. It was all of no avail. 
Even on the last night of His earthly 
life, at the table of the Holy Supper, 
there was a strife amongst them as 
to which of them should be the 
greatest 

The outward teaching of the out
ward Christ, whatever other influ
ences it may have exercised, was not 
sufficient to redeem them from the 
power of indwelling sin; this could be 
achieved only by the indwelling 
Christ. Only when Jesus descended 
into them by the Holy Spirit did they 
undergo a complete change. 

They received Him in His heavenly 
humility and subjection to the Father, 
and in His self-sacrifice for others, as 
their life. From that moment onwards 
they were animated by the spirit of 
the meek and lowly Jesus. 

Thist in very truth, is still the only 
way to a real sanctification, to a life 
that actually overcomes sin. It is just 
because so many preachers and so 
many Christians keep their minds oc
cupied only with the external Christ 
on the cross or in heaven, and wait 
for the blessing of His teaching and 
His working without understanding 
that the blessing of Pentecost brings 
Him into us, to work himself all in 
us, that they make so little progress 
in sanctification. 

Christ himself is of God made unto 
us sanctification: and that in no other 
way than by our living and being 
moved and existing in Him, because 
He lives and abides in our heart and 
works all there. 

III. 
An overflowing of the heart with 

the love of God is also a part of the 
blessing of Pentecost. 

Next to pride, lack of love - or, as 
we may put it in one word, loveless
ness - was the sin for which the Lord 
had so often to rebuke His disciples. 
These two sins have in truth one and 
the same root: the self-seeking I, the 
desire for self-pleasing. 
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Continued from page 7 

''ACTS 1984" 
Jesus lived His life through us so that 
our attitudes and actions were com
manded by the indwelling Christ. 

IV. 
They equipped disciples. It is obvi

ous that the basics of a discipling 
ministry are included in this single 
paragraph. Example, prayer, teach
ing, sacraments, fellowship, and 
evangelism are all incorporated in the 
early church described here. 

Adding to the church is finally 

God's action, as verse 47 makes 
plain. But to His church and to each 
Sunday school class has been com
mitted the task of building up the 
church and preparing God's people 
for works of service (Eph. 4: 11-12). 

V. 
Finally, they expressed faith. They 

did not let their beliefs affect only 
their words. They put them into prac
tice in their lives and they weren't af
raid to talk about them either. The 

As a young pastor I soon discovered that I had a . . . 

most obvious way that they ex
pressed their faith was by giving ma
terial blessings for the sake of help
ing others (w. 44-45). 

The bottom line in business is 
profit The bottom line in God's 
economy is holy living. The test in 
God's race is not glowing expres
sions of our testimony but winning 
in the hour of temptation. 

The record of 1984 will be woefully 
disappointing if it is not recorded that 
by God's help we put into action the 
plans He had for us. "The only thing 
that counts is faith expressing itself 
through love" (Gal. 5:6). D 

CONFLICT OF INTERESTS 

T he conflict occurred while I pas
tored a Free Methodist church 

in western Pennsylvania. My wife, 
Melody, and I started our own busi
ness. The enticement of extra in
come lured us into the growing 
group of people hoping to achieve 
success selling home-cleaning prod
ucts. 

I pastored a small church. Even 
though the members gave all they 
could, my weekly salary usually dis
appeared by Thursday night Eating 
out meant McDonalds. Melody 
worked at a clothing store to keep 
our family of five dressed. Somehow 
God provided for every need, and we 
thanked Him. 

Still, I felt a normal human desire 
to be secure financially. Promises of 
$1200 a month or more drew me 
like a fly to flypaper. The time re
quired seemed attractive too: only ten 
or twelve hours per week. 

We began chasing a dream. I con-

Ronald J. Woughter is a student at Asbury 
Theological Seminary, Wilmore, Kentucky. 
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ceived a hundred plans to spend the 
loot Melody yearned for a log cabin, 
complete with fashionable antiques. 
Life would be great, once we ac
complished our goals. 

Despite this eagerness to get 
ahead, a tug-of-war took place inside 
me. One voice screamed for wealth 
and freedom to possess it; another 
reminded me that my life belonged 
to Christ and was His to live. Thinking 
of Jesus brought His words to mind: 
"Do not store up for yourselves trea
sures on earth. . . . But store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven. . . . 
For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also" (Matt. 6:19-21, 
NIV). I felt like a ping-pong ball 
knocked back and forth between 
earthly goods and heavenly riches. 

The tension put strain on my spir
itual life. I resolved years earlier to 
serve God and no other. Now I faced 
a direct challenge to that decision. I 
prayed for guidance. I promised God 
I would not continue unless I glorified 
Him. 

I spoke of my inner turmoil to the 

by Ronald J. Woughter 

fellow who sponsored us in the busi
ness. Mike, a fine Christian, under
stood my predicament He suggested 
I read several books on the subject 
I did. Fellow entrepreneurs offered 
their best advice: "You'll get over it" 

I wasn't so sure. Finally, an upper
level salesman, nearly a millionaire 
himself, convinced me. "Imagine giv
ing $30,000 a year to your church," 
he said. Suddenly I imagined myself 
rich and felt no guilt I could give 
generously to the Lord, I thought 

Time passed and we fell into the 
ritual of achievement This meant 
finding people, like ourselves, wishing 
to start their own business and spon
soring them. Hopefully, they in turn 
would sponsor others. The larger our 
"group" became, the more we 
earned. 

Before long I began sizing people 
up in terms of their potential value. 
People became dollar signs. At times 
this bothered me. Then I decided I 
could talk to them about Christ once 
they came into the business. Maybe, 
I thought, I could even get them in 
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church. In fact, I might get lots of 
good contacts that way. I learned 
how to talk myself into anything and 
make it sound good for God, too. 

Soon I discovered that ten or 
twelve hours didn't include the meet
ings. Meetings to build motivation. 
Meetings to take "prospects" to. End
less meetings. We began spending 
time away from our children. This an
noyed me. We always gave our family 
quality time; now it went to others. 

Once I caught myself telling the 
kids, "Be patient Someday we'll be 
rich and then we can have lots of 
time together." The disappointed 
look on their faces should have told 
me something. 

Finally my eyes were opened. One 
night, while I was away on church 
business, a troubled young man 
came to the parsonage. Experiencing 
tough marriage and financial prob
lems, he faced a crisis. Melody told 
him l had gone to a "meeting." 

His face fell and he said, rather bit
terly, "Oh, another of those sales 
meetings?" Melody explained I had 
traveled to conference headquarters 
for an important meeting with the 
Ministerial Education and Guidance 
Board. He left, somewhat relieved. 

Arriving home I heard the tale. It 
shook me. Obviously at least one 
(how many more?) thought l involved 
myself in too many activities away 
from my pastoral duties. I knew l 
must re-think our whole involvement 
in this new venture. More importantly, 
l knew l must pray. 

I began to recognize my desire for 
financial security as a subtle pulling 
away from God. I had taken charge 
of my own future instead of trusting 
Him. As a result I became less secure 
than before. 

Through prayer God promised me 
that trusting Him would more than 
equal any security plan the world had 
to offer! He reminded me that Jesus 
said, "If anyone would come after 
me, he must deny himself and take 
up his cross and follow me. For who
ever wants to save his life will lose 
it, but whoever loses his life for me 
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will find it" (Matt 16:24-25, NIV). 
Melody and I dropped the busi

ness. We recommitted our future to 
Christ. The strain of clashing interests 
dissolved into the peaceful knowl
edge that God controlled our destiny. 
We came, full circle, into the arms 
of love. 

Our lives are different now. We fol-

ARE WE 

low God's lead rather than our own. 
I am still shocked at how far we 
strayed, but God salvaged our minis
try. Since then He led us to Asbury 
Theological Seminary where I study 
to be a better pastor. Making ends 
meet proves difficult; but God has 
taught me to pray, "Not my will, but 
Thine be done." D 

MAKING CONNECTION? 

W hile vacationing in Canada we 
saw a majestic steam engine 

which seemed to revel in all its bur
nished glory. It was the genuine arti
cle, neither a toy nor a replica. Yet 
there were no signs of rust anywhere 
on its great hulk. No black, greasy 
gunk clung to its wheels. 

A few other things were also miss
ing. It had no track upon which to 
run, no steam, and no engineer. It 
looked great standing amid the care
fully tended flowers of that lovely 
park, but it was totally powerless. 

Years later I attended a writer's 
conference at a Christian college. In 
one of the lectures I could barely 
hear the speaker's words. I saw the 
microphone hooked to the podium. 
What was the problem? Then as I 
strained forward to listen, I noticed 
that the mike cord dangled uselessly. 
It was hooked to nothing. It lacked 
the power to convey the speaker's 
voice. 

Back home in the middle of the 
winter our hot water heater quit on 
us. I knew I could temporarily do 
laundry in cold water and heat water 
on the stove for dishes. But those 
chilly showers in the mornings were 
a bit more than my not-so-pioneer 
spirit could take. Br-r-rl Since my 
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husband, Walter, was out of town for 
a few days, I "let my fingers do the 
walking" to find a repairman. 

He came and checked it out After 
about two and one-half hours of 
pounding and thunking, he emerged 
from the basement grinning. "I've 
found the culprit, ma'am. It was a 
tiny, broken wire in the bottom of the 
water heater. It wasn't making con
nection with the power." 

What did that steam engine, the 
mike, and the uncooperative water 
heater have in common? They were 
like non-abiding Christians (John 
15:4). They looked good on the out
side, but they weren't getting the job 
done. They failed to connect with the 
source of power. 

Recently, out of curiosity, I read the 
autobiography of a well-known coun
try and western singer who professes 
Christianity. By his own admission he 
has repeatedly slipped back into his 
old drug habit. Desperately ashamed 
of his spiritual lapses, he begs God's 
forgive'ness again and again. If only 
he would allow the Holy Spirit to con
quer the sin which causes his con
tinual backsliding, he would have the 
source of power within him to fight 
temptation. 

Look what happened to the follow
ers of Jesus when they tried to go 

Next page 
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Nineteen Editors on Record 
by George E. Failing 

A t a strategic point of change it may be worthwhile 
to include in the pages of The Wesleyan Advocate 

a list of those denominational editors who have served 
The Wesleyan Church and the two precedent commun
ions. Information published here has been gleaned chiefly 
from the two official histories of the Church, Conscience 
and Commitment and The Days of Our Pilgrimage. 

In The Pilgrim Holiness Church 

From 1901 various periodicals served the emerging 
denomination, beginning with The Apostolic Messenger, 
later to be known as the International Holiness Advocate, 
and still later as The Pilgrim Holil)ess Advocate. The five 
officially designated editors were: 

C. G. Taylor ( 1910-25 ), also president of Kingswood 
College, assistant General Superintendent 

, W. C. Stone (1925-34), pastor, teacher, writer. 
H. J. Olsen (1934-46), district superintendent, writer 

of Sunday school literature, author, Christ in the Taberna
cle. 

Paul W. Thomas (1946-62), president of Colorado 
Springs Bible Training College, General Secretary, Secre
tary of Foreign Missions, and General Superintendent. Au
thor, The Days of Our Pilgrimage. 

A. D. Peisker (1962-68), M.A., Butler University, presi
dent of Colorado Springs Bible Training College, Exec
utive Editor of Curriculum, writer of many articles (the 
most recent appearing in the March 19 issue of The Wes
leyan Advocate). 

In The Wesleyan Methodist ·church 

Orange Scott (1842-44). Began publishing The True 
Wesleyan when he left the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in 1842. President of the organizing General Convention 
of The Wesleyan Methodist Church in Utica, New York, 
May 1843. Wrote The Anti-Slavery Crusade in America. 

Luther Lee ( 1844-52), author of Wesleyan Manual: 
A Defense of the Organization of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Connection; Slavery Examined in the Light of the Bible; 
The Revival Manual; and Systematic Theology. 

Lucius C. Matlack ( 1852-56), author of Life of 
Orange Scott; History of The Wesleyan Methodist Connec
tion of America; History of American Slavery and 
Methodism from 1780 to 1849. Name of periodical 
changed to The Wesleyan. 

Cyrus Prindle ( 1856-64 ), connectional publisher 
1947-48. Name of paper changed to American Wesleyan. 
Compiled Wesleyan Hymns. 

Adam Crooks ( 1864-7 4 ), pioneer preacher against 
slavery, with an analytic mind and an undaunted spirit. 
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Nathan Wardner (1881-91), versatile and scholarly, 
deep devotion to holiness. While editor the name was 
changed for the last time to The Wesleyan Methodist 

Arthur T. Jennings (1891-1913). With a genius for 
friendship, he clearly discerned human nature and the 
larger moral issues. Author of History of American Wes
leyan Methodist, editor for 21 years and five months, the 
longest term for any editor. 

F. A. Butterfield (1913-27), college church pastor 
and editor of Sunday school literature. 

Ira F. McLeister ( 1927-43 ), author of History of The 
Wesleyan Methodist Church. Served as the first editor of 
the denominational youth periodical, The WYPS Journal. 
Designated editor emeritus in 1947. 

Roy S. Nicholson (1943-47), author of Wesleyan 
Methodism in the South, The Arminian Emphases, and 
revised McLeister's History. Served successively as General 
Secretary of Sunday Schools, General Secretary of Home 
Missions, General Editor. Later served as the first full-time 
General President, 1947-59. 

Oliver G. Wilson (1947-59), for 14 years professor 
at Miltonvale College, where he influenced many future 
Church leaders. The Wesleyan Methodist came to be na
tionally quoted. Collection of editorials published as 
Boundless Horizons. 

George E. Failing ( 1959-68), pastor, college adminis
trator and professor. M.A. from Duke University. Subscrip
tions reached record high, one subscription to every two 
full members. His two-year term as president of Evangeli
cal Press Association strengthened the periodical's na
tional influence. 

In The Wesleyan Church 

Robert W. McIntyre (1968-73). Executive Secretary 
of Wesleyan Youth, editor of The Wesleyan Youth, General 
Superintendent ( 1973-), now president of National Associ
ation of Evangelicals. 

George E. Failing ( 1973-84 ), contributing author and 
editor of two books, And They Shall Prophesy and With 
Open Face. Author of three booklets: Did Christ Die for 
All? Secure and Rejoicing, and Presence. Completing al
most 20 years as editor. 

This listing does not do justice to the scholarship, 
the fervor, or the influence of these men. Many were in
volved on various administrative boards, but I suspect 
each would be willing to be known for his ministry in 
writing. God grant His blessing on the continued ministry 
through The Wesleyan Advocate. 
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''FEELINGS LIE BURIED'' 
by George E. Failing 

I was surprised some time ago when the song leader announced we would 
sing "Rescue the Perishing." It is not a classical hymn, nor a stirring 

modern gospel song. As good and as true as it is, I had placed that gospel 
song among the souvenirs of the past. 

Then the third stanza caught me. "Down in the human heart, crushed 
by the tempter, feelings lie buried that grace can restore; touched by a 
loving heart, wakened by kindness, chords that were broken will vibrate once 
more." Suddenly I realized the songwriter had said more in this stanza than 
I have preached in many sermons or written in many editorials. 

The problems and possibilities of us all are "down in the human heart." 
Not what we see or assess on the surface, but that whole world within us. 

All of us know, to some degree, what it is to be "crushed by the 
tempter." Who of us has not feared to do right? Who of us has not dried 
our tears and stopped our ears to the cries of the wounded around us? 
Why? Because Satan has deadened our sensitivities and crushed our 
freedoms. 

And with more of us than care to admit it, "feelings lie buried." What a 
tragedy! Feelings are there, feelings of tenderness, of conviction, of 
reverence, of wholesome desires. But they are buried, so inactive they seem 
dead. But what a possibility! They are only buried - below the surface and 
unexercised, not decayed or destroyed. What possibilities in the buried 
feelings of many saints and sinners! How they could weep and love, how 
they could try and triumph, how they could forgive and bless - if only 
those feelings were restored. 

The glorious good news is that "grace can restore" those feelings. Most 
of us know enough truth to put us beyond Satan's reach, if intelligence and 
information could save us. But facts do not motivate us. Grace can restore 
but feelings must be alive and responsive. Christians with buried feelings do 
not make triumphant saints or convincing witnesses. 

Just as in natural life, so in spiritual, restoration of those buried feelings 
depends upon the touch of a loving heart, being awakened by kindness. My 
sermons on judgment do so little good. My commitment to righteousness is 
so unproductive. Unless I can love a11d be kind, most of the needy people I 
know will never get a lift from me. I have sinned sorely against my brother 
- saved or unsaved - if I do not love, if I am not kind. 

Speaking only for myself, I suppose the lack of redemptive love and 
kindness has been one of the saddest deficiencies of my spiritual life. I do 
not speak of the "jolly Joe" attitude, but of that spring of kindly, redeeming 
love that ought to flow from a ransomed sinner. But I can yet love and be 
kind, by His imparted grace. 

"Chords that were broken will vibrate once more." In his own style, the 
poet reminds us that life is meant to be a song of love, a song of joy. All 
those chords are in the human heart as truly as they are in the piano or 
organ or guitar. But where are the fingers of love that will touch them with 
skill and tenderness? 
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DADDY IS THE PREACHER 

A s I sit quietly listening to my 
children playing, the memory of 

my own childhood comes to mind 
and I find myself smiling. 

I can see my dad sitting in his chair 
concentrating intensely on the book 
he is reading. Nothing distracts him 
- not the almost incessant ringing of 
the phone, nor my brother's and my 
loud bickering. He is oblivious to it 
all. 

I remember once when my brother 
was about three and tried unsuccess
fully for a good ten minutes to get 
my dad's attention. Finally, Michael 
hit him with his small fist in frustra
tion. Dad's head jerked up in surprise 
and he saw Michael's impish little 
face staring up at him. But when he 
asked Michael what he wanted, it was 
too late; by then he had forgotten. 

Now that I am a parent, I marvel 
at Dad's patience. Those long hours 
spent teaching and training us in so 
many things, some with action, 
others with words. 

He taught us respect for authority, 
sometimes with his belt, but more 
often with what I thought of then as 
animated lectures. A significant part 
of that training time was spent on re
strictions, too. That meant having my 
comings and goings limited to 
church and school for a time, usually 
six weeks. 

All in all, Dad was fair. Granted, we 
weren't allowed to "sass," but we did 

Lynn Hahn lives in Atmore, Alabama 
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by Lynn Hahn 

have the privilege of expressing our 
opinions and views. 

At the time I thought Dad wasn't 
the greatest listener in the world, but 
as I look back I realize he knew when 
he was right and would not be 
swayed. His steady and stern attitude 
taught us respect and honor for God 
and our fellowman. 

Although Dad isn't a large man 
physically, behind the pulpit he stood 
very straight and tall. 

It was a warm feeling to know that 
when night fell, Dad would be sleep
ing near. I used to think I had the 
best of all security guards, God the 
Father and Daddy. Now that I think 
of it, I know I did! 

Dad was our protector, teacher, 
and director. Those high moral stan
dards and values he instilled in us 
have guided me when teaching my 
children. 

Dad thoroughly enjoyed our 
friends. He seemed almost as young 
as we, and the parsonage became a 
place where the youth in our com
munity felt welcome - a home away 
from home, where laughter could be 
shared and problems discussed, a 
sort of half-way house with the so
lidity of a Christian family. 

I remember coming to the dinner 
table on more than one occasion and 
finding a "hobo" seated with fork in 
hand. Dad referred to them as 
"God's children down on their luck." 
They were given food, a prayer, and 
whatever money or clothes they 
needed, and sent on their way with 
the assurance that someone cared. 

Music was one of Dad's passions 
and I believe I learned as much from 
prayers in song as I did from his pul
pit His churches were known by their 
joyful sounds. 

When you grow up in a minister's 
family as I did, faith is practiced, not 
just talked about I will never forget 
one particular instance while en route 
to a new church. Everything we 
owned (and that wasn't much) was 
being pulled in a trailer behind the 
car. To my amazement the rain 
poured in front of and behind us but 
not a drop on us. 

Finally, l could stand it no longer 
and asked Dad why. He smiled at me 
and said, "He that hath faith as a 
grain of mustard seed." There was 
no need to explain; faith was a way 
of life for us. 

Many years later when I entered 
college, so did Dad. He worked long 
and hard for his education, and I ad
mired his determination and persis
tence. Long years of correspondence 
courses and studying late into the 
night, often in between parishioners' 
calls, finally paid off for him. He had 
practiced his strong belief in educa
tion, too. 

Dad, as a minister of the gospel, 
is a man with many lines of laughter 
and sorrow etched into his face. A 
sparkle of his colorful life can be 
seen in his blue eyes and in the gray 
at his temples. Behind an outgoing, 
sometimes reckless personality rests 
a complex and sensitive man. He has 
kept· his personal problems between 
the Lord and himself, giving love to 
many and getting little in return. 

I honor and respect my dad, the 
preacher, the man, for what he is and 
what he is to become. Born on Val
entine Day, he will always be in my 
heart and in my prayers. D 

(205) 5 







DEDICATED TO MY FRIENDS 
This 18 June issue of The Wesleyan Advocate 

closes an era for me. Ifs the last issue for which 1 
have been fully responsible, which bears my name in 
the masthead. 

This issue will be the magazine on display at our 
1984 General Conference, so it brings to a close this 
quadrennium of publication. During this quadrennium 
all general officers but one have continued on 
assignment For health reasons D. Wayne Brown 
resigned, and Ronald R. Brannon was elected to 
complete the term of the General Secretary. 

Very late in the quadrennium two greatly loved 
and highly respected former general officers entered 
into the presence of their Lord. In a personal way 1 
would like to dedicate this issue to them. 

Appropriate comments and a full obituary of 
Melvin H. Snyder appeared in the May 21 issue of 
The Wesleyan Advocate. I'd like to add my own 
tribute. 

Melvin Snyder, by divine choice and by general 
conference election, was a spiritual leader in The 
Wesleyan Church, on th_e most demanding 
assignment of the general superintendency. He wore 
the mantle of high honor with a rare grace and 
humility. Never demeaning the office, he never 
demeaned any member or leader of the Church. 
While he believed ardently in the one Christian 
"catholic" church, he was "proud" to belong to The 
Wesleyan Church. He believed in its Articles of 
Religion, in its Elementary Rules, and in its system of 
government. He was not blindly loyal; he was 
insightfully and lovingly loyal. 

In Melvin Snyder many (including myself) found 
a practicing champion of scriptural holiness, a 
reservoir of wisdom, and the warmth of friendship. He 
complained neither of the ways of God, nor the 
works of man. He was always rejoicing in hope and 
abounding in good humor. He told me on one of 
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his last days in the hospital that his next appointment 
was in a camp meeting in Oregon. He was not 
disappointed that his next appointment was reunion 
with his friends in heaven. "The memory of the just 
is blessed." 

Alton E. Liddick' s obituary and tributes will 
appear in a subsequent issue of The Wesleyan 
Advocate. Alton and I were elected as general officials 
by the 1959 General Conference of The Wesleyan 
Methodist Church, he as General Secretary of World 
Missions and I as Editor of The Wesleyan Methodist 
We had known each other for 20 years (he served 
as a missionary to India and as a teacher in 
Houghton College), but we now would have 
opportunity to work together in the Church. 

Always Alton and Ruth were choice personal 
friends. Always they manifested poise and good taste. 
Always they were devoted to each other in obvious 
mutual delight 

Alton Liddick never lost the vision or the touch 
of a missionary. He maintained the highest levels of 
integrity in the missionary operation, and made some 
fine choices of personnel in his office. During his 
nine years of service in the department, our Church 
overseas was growing perhaps 300 percent faster 
than our Church at home (a growth that continues, I 
believe). Always soft-spoken, Dr. Liddick was a person 
of principle. One could count on his love and loyalty 
- and discernment 

In his last year of office, Alton suffered a mild 
stroke. He and Ruth moved to Brooksville, where 
their presence radiated Christian joy and hope. Now 
he has entered upon his reward. 

Speaking for the whole Church, we miss you, 
Melvin and Alton, but "we'll meet you in the morning 
- just inside the Eastern gate." Auf wiedersehen! -
George E. Failing 
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the family, questioned, "Why, Lord? 
This man has been nothing but faith
ful, nothing but kind, nothing but just 
all his life long. Please don·t let your 
servant become a laughingstock. .. 

Then we laughed! We had to. The 
things he did and said simply pro
duced laughter. Perhaps the very 
laughter eased our pain as we 
watched him, lost in his own little 
world, retreating further and further 
into the past - and beyond! 

He was lost, frightened, angry, and 
crying. And the only thing love could 
do was pray, "Give him peace, Lord, 
give him peace!" 

When the answer came, it did not 
look like an answer to prayer. It ap
peared to be a disaster. Those who 
loved him most were forced to take 
him to a nursing home. It seemed 
like all had failed - including the 
Lord. We hurt, and prayed, and won
dered, and hurt 

Nor did those first few visits during 
his adjusting days help our sense of 
failure as a family, or comfort us in 
our loss. He kicked, he cried, he 
threw his food, and to the gentlest 
one among us, he said, "You are the 
mean one!" 

But that is only half the story. We 
could hardly bear to see what all this 
was doing to Mother. "It would have 
been easier to bury him," she wept 

Daddy Was at Peace 
Then it happened. Suddenly 

Daddy was at peace. Living in a to
tally controlled environment, he had 
been set free - free to be himself -
an 83-year-old little boy. The one 
time we took him back home de
monstrated to us just how hard the 
"normal" world of c;:ars, people, pets, 
meals, and home was. 

The simple obligation of walking 
from carpeted to uncarpeted floors, 
managing low steps, walking on 
graveled paths, or across a stretch of 
grass, was too demanding. Being 
asked, "What would you like to eat, 
Daddy?" was too great a burden for 
his mind. The strain and uncertainty 
seemed to ooze from his pores. 

JUNE4, 1984 

Besides that, the clamor of voices 
{trying to figure out where they came 
from, to whom they belonged, and 
what they wanted, with the accom
panying need of having to respond 
meaningfully) was too much. After 
only one hour, we started back. And 
though he did not know where we 
were going, he seemed anxious to 
get there! 

Altogether, Dad's time away from 
the nursing home had been just two 
hours, but when the receiving nurse 
met us, her reaction to the way he 
looked both startled and instructed 
us. "Oh!" she exclaimed. "He is very 
tired!" 

We understood then. We had 
prayed for peace. Daddy could no 
longer find peace in a "normal" situ
ation. If we wanted God to answer 
our prayers, we would have to give 
Daddy up to God's provision for 
peace! 

Nobody Was Laughing 

But peace was not all we had 
prayed for. We had also asked, "Does 
your servant have to end his days as 
a joke, Lord? Does he have to die 
a laughingstock?" 

Everything Daddy did was funny. 
Talking to the Twelve Disciples -
now that was funny. We laughed and 
laughed. We actually enjoyed laugh
ing about it; yet we hated laughing, 
too. What was wrong? And where 
was the Lord in whom we had trusted 
all our lives? 

Then we noticed. Nobody was 
laughing in the nursing home! Daddy 
was not funny there. He could visit 
with all his friends from the imagined 
past He could even entertain the 
Twelve. Nobody laughed in his new 
home! 

He preached for hours on end. The 
nurses would tie him into an easy 
chair so he could preach in comfort 
and safety - all night, if he chose! 
He pronounced benedictions and 
dismissed congregations. He patted 
heads, bestowing God's blessings 
upon them, and no one laughed. To 

the old folks and their attendants 
such behavior was perfectly normal 
- even appreciated! 

There he was safe from himself 
and from others. Back home he had 
wandered off into the dark night, car
rying his Bible and manuscripts, only 
to be rescued by the police who 
found him black and blue, covered 
with mud, confused, angry, and 
minus the twenty dollars Mother al
ways kept in his pocket 

His body no longer warned him 
about heat and cold. In the summer 
we feared heat strokes, while in the 
winter we dreaded finding him out in 
the cold. The more he needed to be 
watched over, the more he resented 
it 

He Was Free 
At the nursing home, these prob

lems and tensions were resolved. We 
found our daddy able to continue his 
life in a more normal manner. He 
was perfectly free. He even resumed 
his old pattern of prayer. When he 
was ready to pray, he simply kneeled 
down where he was - usually in the 
reception room. That kneeling figure 
began to have an effect on the entire 
home. So much so that when Mother 
would arrive for a visit, she would be 
greeted with, "Mrs. McGraw, will you 
pray for me?" 

Mother says the Lord asked her to 
give Him her truest praise, even with 
Daddy in the nursing home with no 
prospect of his ever returning. As 
soon as she did, joy and peace re
turned. The sting of the separation 
vanished and she began to live again. 

We had asked the Lord to take 
Daddy "Home." We did not know 
that so much of heaven's glory could 
spill down the Golden Stairs and 
crown those camping out at its feet 
with such peace and light 

We did not know that a nursing 
home could become a special place 
where Jesus and His senior servants 
gather late-ripening fruit We did not 
know that Jesus could take the senile 
years, wrap them in a rainbow of ser
vice, and turn them into golden 
years. D 
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Continued from page 5 

FIRST MARRIAGE 
understood credit, insurance, mort
gages, etc. Some of these issues 
would be addressed in the counsel
ing mentioned above. 

7. I would demand evidence that 
the families of the couple were sup
portive and that they had no reason
able objections to the marriage. 

8. 1 would ask for evidence that 
they have a clear understanding of 
Christian marriage and that it is a 
lifetime commitment, a contract be
tween them and God that cannot be 
broken without sin. 

Now for Number One, the most 
important 

1. 1 would, therefore, demand that 

each be a willing, affirmative, born
from-above Christian. Being a mem
ber of my church, from a Christian 
background, a believer in Christ, a 
good person, one who accepts the 
values of the other, etc., simply would 
not suffice. 1 would require a clear af
firmation of faith in the atoning blood 
of Christ, or I would not mar,y them 
with the Christian ceremony. 

1 believe that if this requirement 
were enacted first, the other seven 
might not be so critical. 

There is nothing sacred about a 
marriage that is clearly contrary to 
God's express plan. God hates di
vorce, but He also hates ungodly 
marriages (see Ezra 10). 1 repeat a 

position taken on many earlier occa
sions: The Wesleyan Church is not 
empowered to sanctify a marital con
tract on behalf of God. 

If I wanted to perform a civil, or 
secular, ceremony (even in the 
church), 1 would do so. But I would 
hold to the belief that Christian mar
riage requires two Christians, not 
one or none. 1 don't believe the ritual 
and elements of the Lord's Supper 
save an unbeliever, nor that the water 
of the baptistry cleanses one from 
sin. Neither do I believe that our tradi
tional marriage vows make a mar
riage Christian. 

Perhaps marriage should be a sac-
rament D 

WHAT IS A BIBLICAL LIFE-STYLE? 

A well-deserved rebuke is more 
palatable when sugar-coated. 

And often that coating is a touch of 
humor. 

A case in point When God sought 
to rebuke Saul for his blatant dis
obedience, that correction was 
couched in one of the funniest situa
tions I know of in the Bible. 

For just at that moment when Saul 
stood testifying, "Blessed be thou of 
the Lord; 1 have performed the com
mandment of the Lord" - at that pre
cise moment sheep began bleating 
and cattle began lowing! 

What on earth can be done about 
contradictions to commitment that 
are loud and unavoidable? Kill them! 
That's all that will work- kill them! 

And that requires an uncommon 
sort of courage, but until it is done 
we might as w~ll forget about any no-
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tion that we are effectively modeling 
the life of holiness and constructively 
impacting the lives of others with that 
message. 

Clarity - consistency. The words 
are important The first speaks of 
convictions - the second of control. 
For there must be convictions we 
can discover and a consistency we 
can demonstrate in daily living. 
Otherwise, confusion and chaos will 
follow: confusion, because we don't 
know how we are expected to live, 
and chaos, because everyone be
comes his own biased authority on 
life-style issues. 

I. 
I am convinced there are at least 

five commitments which eventuate a 
set of convictions worthy of the holi
ness people. 

There is first a commitment to the 
Word of God. I like the statement on 
Scripture known as the Lausanne 
Covenant of 1974: "We affirm the di
vine inspiration, truthfulness, and au
thority of both Old and New Testa
ment Scriptures in their entirety as 
the only written Word of God, without 
error in all that it affirms, and the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice ... 

II. 
There is, secondly, a commitment 

to the doctrine of holiness which 
must, first of all, find creedal expres
sion in a statement such as this one: 
We affirm "the necessity of entire 
sanctification, this work being sub
sequent to the birth of the Spirit, the 
result of abandonment of self to God, 
and the acceptance by faith of the 
Holy Spirit's infilling for cleansing and 
anointing for service." 

There is more - much more. For 
while it is absolutely true that such 
an intellectual commitment must, if 
it is to be genuine, result in an ob-
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Prodigal dreams, Judas dreams, enduring dreams . . . 

CAN YOU LIVE BY YOUR DREAMS? 

I have a friend who lives with a 
dream. When Jude was a toddler, 

his father decided parenting wasn't 
for him and left. For years my friend 
lived with his mother, the two of them 
barely surviving. Because he lives in 
a country where education isn't free, 
school was out of the question. 

Then Jude's uncle invited him to 
live in the city where opportunities 
might be more plentiful. Doors 
opened and he got a chance to go 
to school. Instead of a future of me
nial labor, his horizons widened - not 
much but a little. 

But Jude's future proved far from 
secure. His mother, his one source 
of love and support, died. For all 
practical purposes he became an or
phan dependent upon his uncle's 
largess. Over the next few years the 
family budget stretched tighter and 
tighter, until money for Jude's keep 
and education all but disappeared. 

But Jude's dream grew. He came 
to love languages. His little room 
boasts an impressive selection of 
grammar texts - Italian, German, 
Spanish, Dutch. His dream is to 
teach, perhaps someday even to be 
a linguist 

Not everyone believes in Jude's 
dream. His friends tell him, ''You're 
a poor boy, Jude. Don't fool yourself 
with these big ideas." 

Still Jude believes. Often at night 
when I go by his room I hear him 
memorizing vocabulary lists, studying 
far into the night 

Jude's determination has been a 
vivid reminder of the power of a 

David W. Wright is a missionary in Haiti. 
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dream. Those intense visions moti
vate like nothing else can. Though 
we may keep them buried under 
layers of fear or pragmatism, most 
of us carry these flickering images of 
what we would be or do if only we 
could. 

It seems appropriate to ask, "What 
does God have to say about 
dreams?" Is it possible to tum our 
dreams into sturdy sails, drawing 
useful energy from the winds that 
blow through our lives? 

In Scripture I find examples of 
three sorts of dreams. These seem 
to be general patterns into which our 
aspirations may fall. 

PRODIGAL DREAMS 

Prodigal dreams are those oriented 
to the present, to quick gratification. 
All life's resources are poured into 
some superficial thing which has 
caught our eye but to which we have 
given little reflection and even less 
prayer. 
· Jesus' story of the prodigal gives 
us the best example of this sort of 
dream. He was surrounded with re
sources out of which he could have 
made almost anything. He was 
young. He was healthy. He had capi
tal. Yet his one thought was simply 
to get away from the tediousness of 
life - to taste adventure. He had a 
dream but it proved insufficient. 

One thing we must ask of our 
dreams: "What will happen if I make 
them come true?" Obviously the pro
digal never asked this question, be
cause when we find him at the end 
of his rainbow, he isn't wallowing in 
gold but in mud. 

Prodigal dreams are to us what 
fancy lures are to fish. They are 
bright, tempting, and seem to be just 
the thing for satisfaction. They always 
hide a fatal hook. 

JUDAS DREAMS 
Judas dreams focus on the future. 

They may pull from us herculean ef
forts. They demand years of concen
trated work to realize. They are any
thing but superficial or transient 

Yet because the Judas dream has 
its roots in human desire, it cannot 
return lasting satisfaction. Judas 
dreams grow, ultimately, from 
human values and thus are skewed. 

Our best example of these dreams 
is the one that must have captivated 
Judas Iscariot He found Jesus suffi
ciently fascinating to spend at least 
three years with him. Yet somehow 
his dream never quite merged with 
Jesus'. To follow his dream he sold 
friendship and honor. Yet his dream 
failed him. The betrayer found him
self the betrayed, the victim of his 
own schemes. 

Judas dreams are like that In the 
name of some consuming goal we 
surrender what we have and what we 
love. But when we reach the goal, we 
find ourselves empty and disil
lusioned. 

ENDURING DREAMS 
The problem with prodigal and 

Judas dreams is they almost never 
deliver the goods they promise. If we 
do manage to reach them, they tum 
into prisons. 

Enduring dreams, dreams that re
main a challenge and a fulfillment 
throughout life, can have only one 

Next page 
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The Department of Extension and Evangelism wants you to know 

THE 1984 CAMP SCHEDULE 

ARIZONA-NEW MEXICO 
July 6-8 
Emmanuel Pines 
Prescott, AZ. 
Keith Powells 

ATLANTIC 
July 6-15 
Beulah Campgrounds 
Brown's Flat, NB 
Dr. Wingrove Taylor 
Rev. Jon Gray 

BRITISH ISLES 
August26 
West Bromwich Town Hall 
Rev. E. A Bradshaw 
Rev. R.H. Kirby 

CALIFORNIA 
July 10-13 
Skyline Wesleyan Church 
Lemon Grove, CA 
Rev. Jimmy Johnson 

CENTRAL CANADA 
July 27-August 5 
Silver Lake Camp 
Maberly, Ont 
Rev. Paul Dekker 
Dr. Joseph Kanzlemar 
Malachi, Houghton College 
CENTRAL NEW YORK 
June 30..July 8 
Chambers Camp 
Rev. George Harris 
Rev. Keith Drury 
Ken and Betty Masterman 
COLORADO 
July 11-15 
Western Bible College 
Denver, CO 
Rev. Larry Johnson 
Dr. and Mrs. Ernest Lewis 
DAKOTA 
June 26..July 1 
Cedar Canyon Camp 
Rapid City, SD 
Dr. Orval Butcher 
Rev. Keith Drury 
Rev. and Mrs. Gary Maness 
DELMARVA 
July 27-August 5 
The Wesleyan Camp 
Denton, MD 
Rev. George R. Harris 
Dr. George E. Failing 
DELTA 
July 26-29 
Jackson, MS 
Dr. R. W. McIntyre 
EAST MICHIGAN 
July 13-22 

JUNE 18, 1984 

Wesleyan Church Camp 
Vassar, Ml 
Dr. Clarence Bence 
Rev. Jimmy Dell 
EASTERN OHIO 
August 1-5 
Mt Vernon Nazarene College 
Dr. Wingrove Taylor 
David Case 
The Art Cross Family 
FLORIDA 
July 2-6 
Brooksville, FL 
Dr. L 8. Reese 
GEORGIA 
July 16-22 
Union Point, GA 
Rev. Raymond Powers 
Rev. and Mrs. Rick Shockley 
Rev. Edward T. Houston 
INDIANA CENTRAL 
August3-12 
Frankfort Campgrounds 
Rev. Norman G. Wilson 
Dr. C. Wesley Lovin 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Maddox 

INDIANA NORTH 
August 12-19 
Fairmount, IN 
Rev.G. Stuart McWhirter 
Dr. Thomas Phillippe 
Paul Mullen 
INDIANA SOOTH 
July 27-August 5 
Orleans Campgrounds 
Rev. Ermal Wilson 
Rev. J. Paul Hill 
Harvey and Joan Best 
IOWA 
July 31-August 5 
Cedar Springs Camp 
Floyd, IA 
Rev. Keith Drury 
KANSAS 
July 30-August 6 
Wesleyan Campgrounds 
Miltonvale, KS 
Rev. C. 8. Colaw 
KENTUCKY 
July 27-August 5 
Maysville, KY 
Dr. Thomas Phillippe 
Rev. R. S. Shelton 
The Paveys 
NEBRASKA 
August4-7 
Wesleyan Campgrounds 
Atkinson, NC 
Rev. and Mrs. John Dunn 

supplied by Joe C. Sawyer, 
General Secreta,y, Department of E & E 

NORTH CAROLINA EAST 
August 5-12 
Shady Grove Campgrounds 
Colfax, NC 
Rev. and Mrs. Jim Sheets 
Dr. Charles Carter 

NORTH CAROLINA WEST 
July 8-15 
Shady Grove Campgrounds 
Colfax, NC 
Dr. Leon Chambers 
Dr. C. Wesley Lovin 
Dr. Roy S. Nicholson 
Rev. Forrest E. Whitener 
NORTH MICHIGAN 
July 15-22 
Whispering Pines Camp 
Manton, Ml 
Rev. John Coffey 
Rev. R. G. Humble 
Paul and Ruby Davis 
NORTHERN IWNOIS 
August 5-12 
Camp Epworth 
Garden Prairie, IL 
Dr. Orval C. Butcher 
NORTHWEST 
July4-8 
Aldersgate Campgrounds 
Tumer,OR 
Dr. Paul Mills 
SOOTH CAROLINA 
July 27-August 5 
Table Rock Wesleyan Camp 
Pickens, SC 
Rev. Raymond R. Hicks 
Dr. V. A Mitchell 
Rev. Willard Kiser 
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Masterman 
SOOTH OHIO 
July23-26 
District Campgrounds 
Bartlett, OH 
Rev. 0. W. Willis 
SOUTHERN IWNOIS 
August3-12 
Oblong Campgrounds 
Rev. Richard Humble 
Rev. Wayland Gawthrop 
Rev. and Mrs. Elwood Stuart 

TENNESSEE 
June 29..July 8 
Jamestown, TN 
Rev. Clyde Bryant 
Rev. H. Blaine West 
Kenneth and Lillian Knapp 

TEXAS 
June 6-10 
Mt Wesley 
Kerrville, TX 
Rev. Dick Wynn 
TRI-STATE 
July 24-29 
John Brown University 
Siloam Springs, AR 
Rev. Keith Drury 
VIRGINIA 
July 15-20 
Salem Civic Center 
Rev. Harry C. Wilson 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Grindley 
WESLEYAN INDIAN MISS. 
July 3-8 
Brainerd Indian School 
Hot Springs, SD 
Rev. Emory Short 
WEST MICHIGAN 
July 15-22 
Hastings Camp 
Rev. Norman G. Wilson 
Rev. Steve Wingfield 
Jim and Aletha Sheets 
WEST VIRGINIA 
August 9-19 
Culloden Campgrounds 
Rev. William D. James 
Rev. R. S. Shelton 
The Marvin Paveys 
WESTERN NEW YORK 
July 29-August 3 
Houghton College 
Dr. John Maxwell 
Rev. James Sheets 
WESTERN OHIO 
July 20-29 
Victory Campgrounds 
Galena, OH 
Rev. Melvin Maxwell 
Dr. Wayne Caldwell 
Kenneth and Lillian Knapp 
Rev. John Basham 
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA 
August 6-12 
Free Meth. Campgrounds 
Lamar, PA 
Dr. Arthur Climenhaga 
WISCONSIN 
July 21-27 
Burr Camp 
Hillsboro, WI 
Rev. J. R. Mitchell 
David Kobielush 
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INFLUENCE: 
Spiritual Magnetism 

0 ne of the least mentioned but 
most common subjects in all 

the Bible is influence. Quietly but per
sistently it emerges from parables 
and prayers, history and psalms. It 
shows up in Jesus' question, "Who 
touched me?" (Mk. 5:30). 

Influence figures in the account of 
Abel, who "being dead yet speaketh" 
(Heb. 11 :4 ). It stands out in bold relief 
in Jesus' words, "If I be lifted up from 
the earth, I will draw all men unto 
me" (John 12:32). Though rarely 
named, influence is a silent strength 
which makes itself felt often in the 
scriptures. 

Jesus knew the mighty power of 
influence and during His days on 
earth He put it to its right use. As 
He crisscrossed Palestine on His way 
to minister to the masses, He was 
regularly touching at least twelve lives 
on the way. 

That round dozen of men who 
walked in His shadow were little by 
little absorbing His mind and getting 
His message. Bit by bit the magne
tism of His holy influence was draw
ing them to follow not only in body 
but also in mind. The unseen pull of 
His life was gradually forming their 
habits and molding their lives. 

Down the way of the centuries the 
network of Christian influence has 
grown. The miracle of Jesus' influ
ence cannot be boxed into space or 
time. Through the network which 
began with the Twelve His influence 
lives on. Those who claim His name 
are spreading an influence - an influ
ence not nearly so perfect as His -
but spreading one just the same. 

Every now and then we need to 
ask ourselves about our influence. 

Joseph Seaborn will be on the faculty at Mar
ion College, Marion, Indiana, in September. 

JULY 23, 1984 

Because it spreads out from our lives 
every moment, and because we want 
it always to help the cause of Christ, 
we need to often raise two or three 
questions concerning it 

Do I remember that my influence 
flows out nonstop'? When we forget 
that influence is always flowing, we 
slip into the erroneous belief that we 
influence others only when we intend 
to. We put on a special spiritual spurt, 
conspicuously attend an extra service 
or two, and smugly assume that we 
have now sent out an inspiring influ
ence which will benefit everyone in 
the orbit of friendships around us. 

But intentional influence may be 
the smallest part of it Probably the 
far greater shadow of our influence 
falls when we do not mean to im
press people. During a chat in the 
church foyer or over a garden fence 
when we have for the moment for
gotten to act on purpose - that's 
when most of our influence spreads. 

Influence is nonstop. Day in and 
out our lives invisibly touch the lives 
of others and in the long run, special 
intended performances don't figure 
nearly as much in the lives of others 
as our casual ones. 

Do I remember that somebody 
somewhere is probably shaping a 
life-style out of my influence'? Peter 
said, "I'm going fishing," and his ac
tion influenced the other disciples. 
'We also go with you," they returned 
(John 21:3). 

We are bound up in the bond of 
the living and our lives reach out, 
touch, and finally shape the lives of 
others. The good energies which we 
through grace are able to emit merge 
with the energies of others to silently 
shape the circle of lives about us. 
Somewhere the accent marks of our 

by Joseph Seaborn, Jr. 

lives are being stressed in the life of 
another. Somebody somewhere is 
picking up our pattern and making 
it their own. 

About Monica, mother of Augus
tine, someone said, "She laid her 
mind upon his mind until he believed 
in her belief." The magnetism of her 
lofty influence gradually and finally 
drew him to join her in the Christian 
faith. 

Do I remember that the best way 
to improve my own influence is to 
ask for more of Christ's'? Paul men
tions this principle in his call, "Follow 
me as I follow Christ" (I Cor. 11: 1 ). 
He knew that his influence would ra
diate out for good only as he kept 
in close relation with the perfect influ
ence of Christ 

We mistake it if we work at improv
ing our influence without first moving 
closer to the Master. A better influ
ence can only result as a by-product 
of a deeper life of faith. As we seek 
first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, all other things, in
cluding an improved influence, will 
be added to our lives. 

In a world where it is popular to 
mark changes with flurry and pomp, 
we must remember that influence 
usually doesn't come with clanging 
cymbals. No impressive banner sig
nals its arrival. But imperceptibly, si
lently, it incarnates itself from one life 
to another, forever weaving a larger 
and larger network of lives. 

But its silence is misleading. For 
really, influence is the medium 
through which Christ chose to draw 
the world to himself. When we pray 
to have a winsome Christian influ
ence, we are really praying for im
mense silent power, power which 
Christ believed could win the world. D 
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JD: We make short-term loans for district camp develop
ment We are authorized to make interim loans to our 
colleges. In fact our charter authorizes us to make loans 
to any Wesleyan entity. 
GEF: Give me a typical pattern of a loan, for example, 
to a church, whether it's for two hundred thousand or 
twenty thousand. For how long is it? What is the current 
rate of interest they pay? 
JD: OK. A loan application came to my desk this morn
ing from northern California. This is a loan requested by 
the district for purchasing another church building. The 
district will assist them with a sizable down payment The 
application comes to us, along with the financial data of 
that local congregation. Of course, the district board has 
to approve the loan. 

If the church is organized, the district and the local 
trustees cosign the legal instruments, guaranteeing repay
ment to the Foundation. We have held our term to 15 
years. Anyone who looks at interest rates can understand 
what another five-year term does. Now it's a little tough 
for a new church to come up with the payments on the 
front end. But with inflation making dollars more plentiful 
and with growth in the church, it becomes easier as they 
move along. We are always pleased when a church pays 
off its debt 
GEF: Who guarantees these loans ultimately? 
JD: The district board cosigns every note. The first 
guarantee is the mortgage. Should there be an extreme 
case of default, the Foundation would become owner of 
the property and would have to sell it However, there's 
not a case on record where we have had to assume re
sponsibility for a property. 
GEF: So the Foundation itself does not foreclose. 
JD: No. We have not up to this point because of the 
district responsibility, but the real security of the Founda
tion is the property itself. We have had an extremely good 
record through the years. Out of the 240 loans we have, 
probably six to eight churches are in some type of trouble 
at any given time, and oftentimes that revolves around 
leadership. If we have good pastors in place and the con
gregation is developing and serving the Lord as they 
should, we don't have difficulty. 
GEF: So six or eight over against 240 is not a very signif
icant proportion of trouble. 
JD: No. We'd be happy to put our portfolio up against 
most loan agencies today. 
GEF: I know that some people deposit monies with WIF. 
ls this your chief method of getting funds? 
JD: Yes. People of The Wesleyan Church and friends of 
the Church invest money with us much as they would 
with a bank or a savings and loan. We pay them average 
interest rates somewhat in keeping with the current market 
conditions. The genius of the Foundation is that we are 
paying what we consider a fair interest rate. But at the 
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Assets of WIF 

1975 
$5,011,000 

1978 

1981 

$8,517,000 

$9,987,000 

(projected) 
1984 

$17,000,000 

same time, as one of our former General Superintendents 
used to say, "Investing in the Foundation is double-duty 
dollars." Investors receive interest on their investment, but 
the money is used exclusively in the work of the Lord, 
so they get a double benefit 
GEF: Suppose I had $500 right now. Would you receive 
that, and how much interest would I earn? 
JD: Yes. You're paid from the date we receive the money 
to the date it is withdrawn. It's similar to a daily savings 
on that amount of money. Interest would be 8%. 
GEF: Suppose it were $15,000. 
JD: We're paying 9%. 
GEF: Suppose it were $50,000. 
JD: We're paying 10%. But that's today and could 
change by the time this interview is published. 
GEF: I see. Is this determined by the board of directors? 
JD: It is determined by the board of directors. We try 
not to adjust our interest rates any more often than every 
six months. We desire a semblance of order. 
GEF: Suppose I needed to withdraw the $500, the 
$15,000, the $50,000. Would there be any problem get
ting that from WlF within a reasonable amount of time? 
JD: No. We have put in our brochures through the years 
- and this is a safety measure - that on larger sums 
we would like to have a 60-day notice, because we don't 
have the options of investing that banks have. We invest 
this in Wesleyan churches. Obviously we have to keep 
a percentage in reserves. In the banking industry the rule 
of thumb of a healthy institution is to keep six-percent 
reserves just to float their business. 
GEF: Six percent of what they have on deposit? 
JD: Yes. 
GEF: This is available cash at any time then? 
JD: Yes. This is something they can tap, should there 
be. an unusual request for money. What has happened, 
though, a lot of banks and savings and loans, especially 
the savings and loans, have been under pressure, so when 
they get down below two percent that's when the FDIC 
steps in. You'll be glad to know that for the last several 
years, for safety's sake, we have been keeping ten percent 
or more reserve for any demands that would come from 
our investors. We feel we are in a very adequate position. 

Next page 
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Continued from page 7 

GEF: I suppose that the expenses of WIF, your salary, 
your office, your help, the retention of lawyers, all of this, 
comes out of the earnings from the entire operation. 

JD: Yes, we have many generous and loyal people who 
want their money working for the Lord after the Lord calls 
them home. An annuity is a good way to give today but 
allows income while the donor lives. Yet at the time of 
decease the money belongs to the Foundation and con
tinues to operate in the Foundation. We have life-use con
tracts; also people can give property. Further, we have 
an instrument called the deed of gift where people actually 
give us funds now and receive interest as long as they 
live. 

JD: Yes. We are not funded by any budget items from 
The Wesleyan Church. The differential between the inter
est rates that we charge the churches and what we pay 
to our investors is what cares for our operation expenses. 
We find this spread to be modest in comparison to the 
operations of banks or savings and loans. A loaning in
stitution in the business world with similar assets would 
probably have a dozen employees. We have three. We 
are endeavoring to run a very conservative operation so 
far as expenses are concerned so we can keep the interest 
rates in line. 

GEF: Do you have any further observations, challenge, 
projection, for us, Brother Dunn? 

GEF: Since you're a tax-exempt organization, whatever 
you save in administrative costs simply adds to the equity 
of the Foundation. ls that correct? 

JD: At the end of this fiscal year, August 1984, our assets 
should reach approximately $ J 7 million. We are not en
amored with figures as such, but God has given us won
derful growth, and people more and more are trusting 
The Wesleyan Church with their reserves. We've had a 
church-planting emphasis for the last two or three years 
and the Foundation has played an integral part in that 
It may be a dream on my part, yet hopefully someday 
enough people will trust us with their reserves that we 
could carry half of the Church's debt rather than one-fifth 
of it We can be self-sufficient, and I think that's a worth
while goal. 

JD: That's correct And that money just continues to work 
in the Foundation. 

GEF: On the other hand, if you're a tax-exempt organiza
tion, anyone could make to WIF a gift, a trust, a will, and 
he would receive the same sort of benefit as a donation 
to World Missions, or any other department of the Church. 

INTERRUPTIBLE 

A s a pastor I believe that the 
most frustrating moments of 

my career have befallen me as the 
result of interruptions - the unex
pected phone call, that surprise visit 
from a colleague, the call from the 
emergency room at the hospital, that 
hastily called meeting or counseling 
session. Let's face it, interruptions do 
interfere with our routine and may 
annoy us. 

I believe that there are basically 
four activities when interruptions are 
especially irritating: when we're work
ing, sleeping, playing, or relaxing. 
And I have come to the conclusion 
that we will never be free to be truly 
caring persons until we accept inter
ruptions as gifts from God, until we 
welcome the intrusions as the Lord 

Bruce Howell is pastor of the Wesleyan church 
in Kalamazoo, Michigan. 
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himself coming to us in people's 
needs. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer put it well 
when he wrote in Life Together: "We 
must be ready to allow ourselves to 
be interrupted by God. God will be 
constantly crossing our paths and 
canceling our plans by sending us 
people with claims and petitions. We 
may pass them by, preoccupied with 
more important tasks. . . . When we 
do that, we pass by the visible sign 
of the cross raised in our path to 
show us that not our way, but God's 
way must be done." 

The New Testament offers us 
ample evidence that our Lord Jesus 
Christ turned interruptions into op
portunities. Consider the following: 

( 1) Nicodemus came to Jesus "by 
night" I imagine that Jesus was tired 
physically and mentally, but He al
lowed this Pharisee to interrupt Him 

because He knew that he was an ear
nest seeker after truth. Just think for 
a moment of the results of that 
dialogue. How many have been born 
again as a result of reading or hear
ing of that interview? 

(2) Jesus was holding a meeting 
in a home when an interruption dis
turbed the entire assembly (Mk. 2: 1-
12). The roof was torn up and a 
paralytic lowered on a mat What a 
commotion! Most of us would have 
panicked or at least been very upset 
But not Jesus - He seized the oppor
tunity to reward the faith of those 
who had dared to interrupt Him. Love 
made them risk it, and our Lord hon
ored them for their boldness by for
giving the paralytic and healing him. 

(3) A blind man by the name of 
Bartimaeus interrupted our Lord's 
journey as He left the city of Jericho. 
The disciples tried to silence him, but 
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GO FOR THE GOLDI 

T he world watched the pageantry and listened to the reports of 
wins and near wins as some 140 nations competed for the gold 

in the XXIII Olympiad. The Olympic Games saw records fall and 
some hearts weaken as world-class contenders went for the gold. 

The Olympic gold medal is only two and three-eighths inches in 
diameter and one-eighth of an inch thick. It has a base of .925 pure 
silver and is overlaid with six grams of fine gold. Never sold to 
anyone by the Olympic Committee, it is a prize given to the winner 
of each event. 

No metal is more frequently mentioned in the Scripture than 
gold. Referred to more than 450 times, it was found at Havilah 
Ophir, Sheba, and Arabia. The large quantity of gold used in ' 
building Israel's holy places was not mined but captured from the 
inhabitants of Canaan or carried out of Egypt when they left. 

Gold also was part of every household treasure, preserved in 
slabs, bars, nuggets, or in the form of gold dust. Jewelry was made 
from gold to preserve it as a treasure as well as for ornamentation. 
The lavish use of gold in decorating objects such as the wood, 
candlesticks, dishes, spoons, bowls, snuffers, clasps, and hooks, is well 
documented in connection with places of worship. Idols were made 
of gold. Solomon had drinking cups and a throne overlaid with gold. 

Nothing was sought after more as spoil, booty, or tribute from 
enemies and weaker nations. Gold symbolizes earthly riches and 
typifies the incorruptible. 

No matter . if the heavenly city and its street are literally of pure 
gold as stated m Rev. 21: 18, 21, or if it is only symbolic, the "gold" 
that we should be seeking is that "treasure of great price" that does 
not diminish, tarnish, or perish. If the new city of heaven and its 
street are gold, that will be most acceptable and precious. If it is 
only symbolically described by John as of gold, then it will be better 
than gold, for the symbol is always less than the real. 

Few races are ever won by, or are prizes ever given to, those 
who have not spent countless hours in painful training and discipline 
of body and mind. If we go for the gold of heaven and the 
hereafter, it will take all we have to gain the prize of everlasting life. 

In the meantime, while in this life, there are many things better 
than gold. The psalmist said that the law of God was "better unto 
me than thousands of gold and silver" (119:72), and that he loved 
God's commandment "above gold; yea, above fine gold" ( 119: 127). 
The writer of Proverbs said that wisdom and knowledge,. the fruit of 
righteousness, and loving favor were all better than gold (8: 1 O, 19; 
22: 1). 

Peter placed the cap sheaf when he observed to the lame man 
at the gate of the Temple, "Silver and gold have I none; but such 
as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise 
up and walk" (Acts 3:6). 

Let's "go for the gold" - things that are better than gold here 
and for heaven as our goal hereafter! - Wayne E. Caldwell 
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Did You Know? 
THAT: The Immanuel General Mis

sion Bible Training College in Japan has 
graduated 340 students in Pastoral 
Ministries since its founding in 1945. 
(Dr. John Tsutada at Festival of Mis
sions) 

THAT: Every professor who teaches 
at IGM Bible Training College must be 
an active soul-winner and receives no 
salary from the school. (Dr. Tsutada) 

THAT: In 1983 the American Bible 
Society distributed over 126 million 
Scriptures in the U.S.A. and that one 
or more books of the Bible have been 
translated into 1,785 languages around 
the world (ABS Record). 

THAT: There are no static Wesleyan 
churches in South Korea. All of them 
are vibrant, alive, and growing, with new 
people being won to Christ constantly 
(John Connor, Festival of Missions). 

THAT: World population now surpas
ses 4.8 billion people, double the 
number on earth at the end of World 
War II. 

THAT: If the earth was one inch from 
the sun, Pluto would be three feet and 
Orion 350 miles from the sun. 

THAT: 22% of all U.S.A. people be
lieve the stars influence life, and 50% 
of these are churchgoers. 

THAT: A Braille Bible costs $235, 
weighs over 50 pounds, and is five feet 
thick (18 bulky volumes). 

THAT: The United States Postal Ser
vice expects mail volume to reach 129 
billion pieces in 1984, up from 119 bil
lion in 1983 and 89 billion in 1975. 

THAT: Kingsley College, Melbourne, 
Victoria, Australia, through 1983 had 
enrolled 750 students In Its 35-year his
tory. 

THAT: Wesley Biblical Seminary In its 
ten-year history has enrolled 402 stu
dents. President Eldon R. Fuhrman 
states that the seminary stands with "an 
undisputed Bible, an undisparaged 
Christ, and undiminished salvation for 
the sake of undying souls." 
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REVIVAL STRATEGY FOR TODAY 

Near the close of the confer
ence at Leeds, England, in 

1755, John Wesley was confronted 
with the charge that some of his 
preachers were not "alive" as they 
once were. Though the report was 
disturbing, the patriarch of 
Methodism would not let his disap
pointment obscure the more im
mediate concern. He asked: 

Who of you is exemplary, so much 
alive to God, so as to carry fire with 
him wherever you go? . . . Who of you 
is a pattern of self-denial in little 
things? ... Who of you goes through 
his work willingly and diligently? . . . 
Is your heart in the work wholly? 

Answering in the affirmative is 
where revival begins. The time has 
come to quit complaining about the 
faults of other people. Regardless 
of what our position may be in the 
church, and whatever may be our 
gifts, are the conditions for revival 
being fulfilled in our lives? 

Are we obedient to the Holy 
Spirit? Mere interest is not enough. 
The question must be asked: Is my 
heart, my home, my business a wit
ness to the long-suffering, pure, 
unselfish love of God? 

One person aflame with holiness 
will ignite another. As more per
sons seek first the kingdom, the cry 
for revival will increase. 

Look around for these people. 
Probably such a group is waiting 
for direction right now in your 
church. They may be unorganized, 
perhaps not even aware of your 
mutual concern; but they are there, 
and they only need encouragement 
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and leadership to become a mighty 
force for revival. Do not worry if 
their numbers are few. Jesus 
started with just a handful, too. 
Any spiritual movement begins 
with the committed few who care. 

Discover what you can do to
gether to stimulate your faith and 
ministry. You do not need to break 
off other contacts to have this as
sociation. In fact, to give your wit
ness an effective outlet, you should 
seek to enlarge your friendships in 
the community. But in your con
tinuing witness through the ongo
ing program of the church, keep 
cultivating the caring minority. 

One way to help this nucleus de
velop is to meet regularly for fel
lowship, Bible study, and prayer. 
Together a discipline can be 
worked out in light of your needs. 
In principle, this was Wesley's strat
egy for the formation of the little 
band and class meetings in early 
Methodism. 

However, the group dare not be
come preoccupied with its own in
terests. The water of life must be 
kept flowing, else it will become 
stagnant. So as the fellowship 
drinks more deeply from the 
wellspring of salvation, find ways to 
share God's love. 

With the extension of the 
group's ministry, new people will 
want to become a part. Gradually 
the growing core of committed dis
ciples will impact the larger congre
gation, and increasing numbers of 
people will launch out into their 
sphere of ministry. 

WESLEY'S WAY 

I have often been asked, If Wes
ley were here today, what would he 
do? My reply is that I think he 
would do the same thing he did 
when he was within the Church of 
England of the eighteenth century. 
Beginning with himself and a few 
kindred spirits, he would set out by 
the grace of God "to raise up a holy 
people." 

I do not see him forming a polit
ical action lobby to pressure the 
decadent Anglican Church to 
change their ways. Nor do I get the 
impression from his writings that 
he would be greatly involved in try
ing to harass the bishops who were 
of ten bitter critics. Not that he was 
unmindful of problems, but he was 
occupied with higher priorities. 
Wesley was primarily concerned 
with real holiness revival. and he 
felt that by expending his energies 
in this cause his work would have 
its most enduring value. 

We would do well to follow his 
course. Let us become indeed a re
vival movement, in all its dimen
sions, wherever it might lead. I be
lieve, to paraphrase the words of 
Wesley, such a people "who fear 
nothing but sin and desire nothing 
but God," though small in number, 
"I care not a straw whether they 
be clergymen or laymen, such 
alone will shake the gates of hell 
and set up the kingdom of heaven 
upon earth." D 

Robert E. Coleman is director of the School of World 
Mission and Evangelism, Trinity Evangelical Divin
ity School, Deerfield, Illinois. 
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Did you have the privilege of attending camp this summer? 

Just Like Catnp Meeting 

I t was just like camp meeting." 
That was how the speaker de

scribed an unusual service at his 
church. It is not uncommon to 
hear that expression. In fact, I have 
often used it myself. 

How do you describe a special 
visitation of the Spirit in your 
church? Does "camp meeting" ac
curately communicate your feel
ings? It is amazing that in our 
times, when the camp meeting is 
supposed to be on its way out, that 
it still is an accurate expression of 
the unusual in worship experi
ences. 

I was challenged by the expres
sion, "It was just like camp meet
ing." The phrase kept racing 
through my mind, and I found my
self on a memory chase. My first 
remembrance was playing on the 
straw floor and near the tabernacle 
while my parents prayed around 
the altar and visited with their 
friends. I was terrified to discover 
that while I had played, they had 
departed, and my race to the car 
found them leaving without me. 

There were other remem
brances, such as the picnic lunches 
with an extended family of friends, 
the hard benches, and long, hot 
Sunday aft~rnoons. There were the 
days when I began to notice girls, 
and the opportunities to renew 
friendships and make new acquain
tances. I can hardly believe how 
much of my past is camp meeting! 

I was saved at a camp meeting. 
That was where it all started for 
me. Camp meeting is a vital part 
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of my spiritual heritage, and so my 
mind began to travel down another 
track - a more spiritual route. 
Journey with me. 

Camp meeting is rejoicing. If 
you enjoy good congregational and 
special singing, you must attend 
camp meeting. Believers are often 
caught up in an emotional high 
tide, as unashamedly they shout 
their praises for such a great salva
tion. 

Ten days 
shut in with God 
and His people 
is a tremendous 

• experience. 

Sometimes it splashes over on 
others, and soon the whole congre
gation is caught up in praise to the 
Lord. I have always looked forward 
to these genuine outpourings of 
the Spirit on His people and have 
been attracted by the rejoicing at 
camp meeting, the hallelujah 
marches, and the spirited singing. 
Ten days shut in with God and His 
people is a tremendous experience. 

Camp meeting is great preach-

ing. Traditionally camp meetings 
have been blessed with the great 
preachers of our times. They are 
in a class by themselves, and we 
label them "camp meeting 
preachers." Their anointed preach
ing has often found its way in 
hardened hearts, resulting in deep 
conviction for sin, as well as bring
ing assurance and maturity to be
lievers. If you want to hear preach
ing at its best, I would recommend 
camp meeting. 

Camp meeting is conversion. Al
tars lined with seekers is a common 
sight at camp meeting. It would 
not be camp meeting without tears, 
repentance, and victories at the 
altar. Many a young person has 
had a redirection of life at a camp 
meeting altar. Occasionally a hard
ened sinner or backslider finds his 
way back to God. It would be inter
esting to know how many solid 
Christians have had their spiritual 
birth at camp meeting. If you have 
unsaved friends, you will want to 
do all you can to get them to at
tend. 

As a Christian, I need camp 
meeting. I need the concentrated 
days of preaching. I need the 
anointed singing. I need the fer
vent praying. I need the victories 
at the altar . . . and I am con
vinced that you do too. I still look 
forward with great intensity to at
tending camp meeting. I trust it 
shall always be so. D 

Reprinted .from The Wesleyan Voice, Indiana 
Central District newsletter. Mr. Batman is super
intendent of the Indiana Central District. 
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~----Lessons from Lmfe-----

UNPACKING boxes after a recent 
move, I came across one of our 
treasured possessions. It is a guest 
book given to us by some dear 
friends at our wedding. The un
packing was temporarily forgotten 
as I began reading the pages filled 
with many different names. 

The first page contains the name 
of the couple who presented it to 
us. Had we simply placed that book 
on the shelf and admired it because 
of who gave it, we would have dis
appointed them and nullified the 
purpose of the book. 

Our guest book offers fond re
membrances of the people who've 
shared our home and the enjoyable 
times we've had with them. Some 
have gone on to be with the Lord 
and will never grace our home on 

THE GUEST BOOK 

by Robert A. Vardaman 
Guaynabo, Puerto Rico 

earth again. We are glad for each 
one who has signed our book. With 
each new signature the value of the 
book increases. 

What if we had a guest book in 
our hearts? How many signatures 
could be found there? Is it such a 
prized possession that no one is al
lowed to enter, to really share our 
love? Have we denied our hearts 
the joy of opening up to someone, 
of stepping out on a limb and be
coming vulnerable, not knowing 
how our love will be received? 

God never intended for us to 
place our hearts on a shelf. He did 
not design it as a separate conver
sation piece, but as a part of us that 
was to be used, in His name, to 

reach out to others. He planned 
that we would dare to love, to take 
the chance of being hurt, to enjoy 
the experience of being a real 
friend. 

Like the guest book, the value of 
our lives is increased by the 
number of signatures in our heart. 
It is only through opening up to 
people that we can fill our inner 
book with loving signatures and 
fond memories. 

More than that, however, is the 
satisfaction that we are following 
the plan and purpose for which we 
were made. Our heart's book can 
bring pleasure, honor, and glory to 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
"Whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers of mine, you 
did for me" (Matt. 25:40). 

WESLEYAN COLLEGES: 
Foundation for the future 

T he future of any organization, 
institution, or even denomina

tion rests squarely on the founda
tion that is laid in today's youth. 
They are the cornerstones of our 
tomorrow. In an increasingly tech
nological and highly educated soci
ety we as Wesleyans must recognize 
the extremely vital role Wesleyan 
colleges play in providing for the 
future foundation and ongoing of 
The Wesleyan Church. 

Last fall almost 4,000 students 
enrolled in Wesleyan colleges. 
What a grand opportunity for the 
Church to have an active part in 
shaping the minds, hearts, and 
lives of these precious young peo
ple. Over 500 of these students are 
preparing for ministry in The Wes
leyan Church. Many others will be-
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come strong active laymen in local 
churches while serving their com
munity as practicing professionals. 
Without question the future of the 
Church rests in large part upon the 
foundation being laid at our Wes
leyan colleges. 

October 14-21 is Education 
Week in The Wesleyan Church. 
Each local church is encouraged 
strongly to give special emphasis to 
Wesleyan colleges at this time by: 

*Praying for college administra
tors and faculty. 

*Praying that students will re
spond to God's call to ministry. 

*Taking a special offering for 
Wesleyan colleges. 

*Encouraging high school stu
dents to attend Wesleyan colleges 
(it takes Wesleyan students to make 

Wesleyan colleges!). 
*Providing financial support as a 

local. church for your students at
tending a Wesleyan college. 

*Inviting student musical groups 
or other representatives from your 
area Wesleyan college to conduct 
services in your church. 

*Considering Wesleyan colleges 
in your estate planning. 

Remember, the future strength 
and vitality of The Wesleyan 
Church is related directly to the 
current strength and vitality of our 
Wesleyan colleges. The Church of 
tomorrow needs the colleges of 
today. As Dr. V. A. Mitchell, Gen
eral Superintendent Emeritus, 
wrote over ten years ago, "The 
Church and her schools will suc
ceed or fail together." 
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The real question, then, is how 
do we reconcile the corrupting na
ture of power with our cultural im
perative? 

First, politicians lead us to be
lieve that there are political solu
tions to all our ills. That is an illu
sion; and if we are taken in by it, 
it will distract us from the real 
problems - which are at their root 
spiritual. 

Second, those involved in politics 
need to heed Plato's words, "Only 
those who do not desire power are 
fit to hold it." This is radically op
posed to the self-aggrandizing na
ture of our political system, but 
there is special wisdom in this for 
the Christian. For we are taught 
that to lead, we must serve; the call 
to political leadership is not one of 
greater self-advancement, but of 
greater death of self - in service to 
others. 

Third, Christians need to define 
the real objective. The late scholar, 
and my beloved friend, Fran 
Schaeffer, summed it up: 'The 
goal for the Christian is not power, 
but justice. . . . God in His sheer 
power could have crushed Satan in 
his revolt .... Instead ... Christ 
died that justice, rooted in what 
God is, would be the solution." 

Fourth, Christians need to hold 
one another accountable. Though 
I know intellectually how vulnera
ble I am to pride and power, I am 
the last one to know when I suc
cumb to their seduction. That's 
why spiritual Lone Rangers are so 
dangerous - and why we must de
pend on trusted brothers and sis
ters who love us enough to tell us 
the truth. 

Fifth, power and authority must 
not be confused. Power is the abil
ity to effect one's ends or purposes 
in the world. Authority is having 
not only the power (might), but the 
right to effect one's purpose. 
Power is often maintained by 
naked force; authority springs 
from a moral foundation. Mother 
Teresa is the best living example. 
She spends her life helping the 
powerless die with dignity; yet few 
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people command more authority 
worldwide. 

So be not deluded. The evangeli
cal movement is gaining power in 
American life. But that is not a 
cause of unrestrained rejoicing; 
rather it should lead us to some 
sober soul-searching. For worldly 

power - whether measured by 
buildings, budgets, baptisms, or ac
cess to the White House - is more 
often the enemy than the ally of 
godliness. D 
Reprinttd by permission from Jubilee, July 1984, 
monthly newsletter of Prison Fellowship, of which 
Al r. Colson is the founder. 
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JERUSALEM CONFERENCE III (JC III) 
16 DAY AIR/SEA CRUISE 

~~ 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 

EGYPT ISRAEL GREECE and TURKEY 

In light of the fast-moving world 
scene and its impact on biblical 
prophecy, now is the time to give 
more serious thought to the study 
of Christian escatology. 

~ JC Ill's "touring study conference" 
will help to unscroll God's glorious 

~ 
redemptive plan for the human race. 

As you see and touch the land-
marks of our Christian Faith, you 

~ 
wm again be reminded of the words 
of our Lord, "I am Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end-

~ 
ing, • . • which is, and which was, 
and which is to come, the Almighty" 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 

(Revelation 1 :8). 

Your visit to Egypt will remind you 
of the earliest foundations of our 
faith (Genesis 15:13-16; 50:24-26; 
Hebrews 11 :23-29). 

Visiting Israel, retracing the 
footsteps of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
is more than just a journey, it is a 
pilgrimage to the veiy source of our 
faith. You WI°ll study the episodes of 
His life from early childhood through 
the years of His ministiy, to the final 
Passion and the Resurrection. 

~ 
At a time of renewed interest in the 
book of Revelation, it is most fitting 
that JC Ill conclude the conference 

~ 
with a tour of the Aegean Sea is
lands and in particular the island of 
Patmos. It was here that the Apostle 
John received the Revelation of 

~ 
Jesus Christ and heard those 
words, "Blessed Is he that readeth, 
and they that hear the words of this 

~ 
prophecy, and keep those things 
which are written therein: for the 
time is at hand" (Revelation 1:3). 

k -k -k -k -~ 

Main Tour to Israel 10 days* 
From: New York 

March 23-April 1, 1985 

$1499.00 

Include Egypt 4 days* 
March 21-24, 1985 

$299.00 

Include Greece/Turkey 5 days• 
(Aegean Cruise) 
April 1-5, 1985 

$900.00 

*Travel time included 

You may add to the main tour either n 
Egypt or Greece/Turkey, or both. u 
Please send me more information n 
on JC III. u 

Address _________ _ ~ 
:: ____ Phone State__ ~~ 
I'm interested in the Israel tour only 
D and Egypt D and Greece O. 

Mail promptly to: n 
Jerusalem Conference III U 
David L. Keith, Conference Director, ~ 
Box 2000, Marion, IN 46952. 
(317) 674-3301 

-k -k -k -• -
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MY PLAN FOR 

CHURCH GROWTH 
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by Kenneth L. Shelley 

T he Wesleyan Church is losing too many 
people to other denominations. Much of 

this loss has come when folks who attend our 
local churches move to other geographical loca
tions but do not get started immediately in 
another Wesleyan church near their new loca
tions. 

Yes, we "tried" to solve that problem before, 
but it can be done yet. In the sales field they 
call it sufficient motivation. 

Before I submit my plan, I present my qual
ifications. I was ordained as a Wesleyan 
Methodist elder in 1944. I am now 67 years 

Leads and prospects are the lifeblood 
of both sales organizations 
and pioneer churches. 

old. Rev. J. F. Simpson, Dakota Conference 
president, asked me if I would pioneer a Wes
leyan Methodist church in 1942. I pioneered 
four successive churches and was helping in 
locating a congregation in a fifth town when 
I was called to Alaska by the Lord. 

Leads and prospects are the lifeblood of both 
sales organizations and pioneer churches. I 
supported myself through five years in Milton
vale Wesleyan College, preparing for the minis
try, largely through selling, first encyclopedias 
and then Bibles. As I pioneered these four 
churches and relocated the fifth, it was also 
through selling. It proved to be an advanced 
course in getting churches started. Often the 
sale of a Dickson Bible was the door-opener 
to getting another family interested in spiritual 
things and church. Best of all, it often led to 
the conversion of either some or all of the fam
ily. 

In 1956 wife and I felt a strong call to go 
to Alaska to open a new church there. My 
brothers in North Dakota sent me a sales kit 
on selling seed corn and told me of their suc
cess. I took the kit the next morning and went 
out to sell corn. I sold one bag all day. 

After I left for work that day, my wife went 
to prayer. While searching the Scripture she 
had found Proverbs 11 :26: "He that withhol
deth corn, the people shall curse him, but bless
ings shall be upon the head of him that selleth 
it." We laughed together. We had put out a 
fleece concerning going to Alaska. Finances 
were low, but if God wanted us to go, we would 
need at least $1,000 in six weeks. 

The prospects did not look bright, but I took 
the corn-selling material out the next day. 
What a change! I sold to nearly every farmer 
I called on. Finally a farmer told me what had 
happened. The experiment station about 70 
miles away had sent out information to most 
of the farmers in that area, telling of a better 
method of wintering feeder cattle with corn sil
age. Previously very little corn had been raised 
in that area for grain or silage. 

Needless to say, the farmers were enthusias
tic about corn silage and it showed up in my 
sales. God's timing is perfect. I made a profit 
of $1,500 in those six weeks. 

In a few weeks we were in Alaska and found 
that a young couple, both school teachers, had. 
been there a few years and had been wanting 
to open a Wesleyan church there. So far they 
had held no religious services of any kind. 
Wayne and Louise Cox were from Wisconsin. 
We contacted them immediately and I 
suggested we rent a building and get started 
with services. One of us preached in the morn
ing service and the other in the evening. The 
next week we changed around. 

I went back to selling Bibles and finding 
church prospects as fast as possible. As I found 
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"You Can Still Walk Out" 

T he call to preach the gospel is 
a high calling. Perhaps some 

people would even say it is the 
highest calling. Yet, can it not be 
true that the call to serve as a doc
tor, a teacher, a housewife, a farm
er, a business executive, or a fac
tory worker is just as high? Each 
Christian is called to serve accord
ing to the gifts and graces God has 
given to him or her. The important 
fact is that the call be from God. 
I do not know of any reason why 
every Christian should not expect 
this. 

As a Christian God's calling came 
to me. It was real, definite, and 
genuine. God called me to preach 
"the unsearchable riches of Christ." 
I am convinced that some experi
ences in accepting God's call are 
common to all whom God calls. 
The reasons some Christians don't 
talk about the questions and uncer
tainties they face are various and 
often hidden. Only by admitting 
our questions and uncertainties can 
we find the way to truth and peace. 

Within our Christian tradition 
has arisen the attitude that a per
son called to preach should have 
no doubts, fears, or questions. 
Even though the call to preach may 
have come from a zealous parent 
or the Tuesday morning prayer cir
cle, one was not to question it. 
Please remember, I know God's e::all 
is real, definite, and genuine. How
ever, we must let the call come 
from God! The call of God comes 
to a person. Each person must be 
allowed to search the things of the 
Spirit to determine God's call. 

Any Christian who is seeking to 
do the good and perfect will of 
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by Donald R. Hosier 

God can expect opposition. When 
I accepted God's call to preach, 
some of my first opposition came 
from members of my own family. 
They could not understand why I 
would leave the "security" of a job 
with Fisher Body to preach and 
pastor a church. As God has 
worked in my life, they have begun 
to understand. It doesn't matter 
what God is calling you to do, you 
will find certain forces working 
against you. 

The greatest opposition, how
ever, confronted me on the very 
night of my ordination service. Or
dination is a very sacred and 
humbling privilege. It was a goal 
which belonged to God and myself. 
It was God's good and perfect will 
for my life. I had worked hard to 
arrive at the place and time of ordi
nation. 

As I stood at the front of the 
Hastings tabernacle in West Michi
gan District, I encountered a great 
force of satanic opposition. It was 
evident to no one but myself. I 
looked to my right and saw open 
doors. I looked to my left and saw 
open doors. I looked behind me 
and saw open doors. I looked in 
front of me and saw only the altar 
at which I was to be ordained an 
elder within the next hour. 

In those brief moments of con
flict Satan said to me, "You can still 
walk out! It isn't too late. The 
doors are open!" The temptation 
was very real. "After all, who do 
you think you are! You aren't 

ready for this. You aren't worthy!" 
So the argument of Satan went. 

I remained with my wife at the 
front of the tabernacle and was or
dained that evening. When the el
ders came to me, laid their hands 
on me, and prayed the prayer of 
enduement, my will melted and be
came God's will. 

Then as Dr. McIntyre handed 
me the Scriptures and said, "The 
Lord pour upon thee the Holy 
Spirit. . . . Take thou authority to 
preach the Word of God," my call
ing was there confirmed and 
sealed. The Holy Spirit was 
poured out upon me in love and 
power. The tears I shed were tears 
of joy and gratitude. God, through 
Jesus Christ, made me worthy! God 
had called even me! Praise His 
name! 

The call of God, to whatever 
area of service, can be just as real 
for you. Do not think that because 
you are not called as a preacher, 
missionary, or evangelist, that you 
are not called by God. Paul makes 
it very clear in I Corinthians 12 
that there is a variety of gifts, and 
consequently, a variety of callings. 
Once the good and perfect will of 
God is revealed, it is our responsi
bility to do it! 

Satan will say to us, "You can still 
walk out!" We must say to Satan, 
"I cannot walk out! I will not walk 
out!" In this moment of commit
ment when we decide to go all the 
way with God, He confirms and 
seals His calling for us. We then 
have the assurance that God will go 
all the way with us! 

Donald R. Hosier, ordained in 1979, is pa.stor of 
the Wesleyan church in Ringwood, Oklahoma. 
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Cor a long time it has been my intention r to write to our Church publication to in
crease interest and concern in the work of The 
Wesleyan Church here in South Africa. I am 
a product of the faithfulness of men like 
Charles Slater, who came 12,000 miles to save 
my unworthy soul. That seed, planted in my 
heart, resulted in God's call to the ministry, and 
I know there are many in heaven today as a 
result. We have become disheartened by the 
sad indifference sensed lately to the work being 
done here, and the article I have attached ex
presses my concern. 

The news media of the world continue to 
spotlight world attention on Southern Africa. 
It is portrayed as a country of violence, injus
tice, racial hatred, and discrimination - an in
ternational pariah or black sheep. Con
sequently it is maligned, ostracized, treated 
with contempt, and even hatred, by people who 
have never been here, and in many instances 
by people who do not even know where it is. 

The United Nations is blatant in its hypocriti
cal double standards. While encouraging a 
"hate campaign" against South Africa, it ig
nores the bondage, slavery, and genocide per
petrated by Communist regimes all over Africa, 
Asia, and South America. It is deafeningly si
lent about the fate of Christians in Communist 
jails behind the Iron Curtain, Cuba, and other 
countries. It is totally silent about the Berlin 
Wall, as are the rest of the Western nations. 

But the real agony of this sub-continent is 
not the blatant hypocrisy of the nations who 
sit in self-righteous judgment on it (we are used 
to that); it is the spiritual indifference to a 
country where 30 million people are going to 
go to heaven or hell. Christians in South Africa, 
of all colors and ethnic groups, are faced with 
a harvest field that was never riper than it is 
now. After being 27 years in the ministry, I 
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by F. E. Stanley 

have never known people to be as eager for 
the gospel as they are now. 

I labor in the capital city of South Africa 
where, if we had the personnel, we could have 
at least five Wesleyan churches for the whites 
alone, while within a 30-mile radius there are 
two million black people among whom we do 
not have one person working! This story is true 
all around this country. There is a spiritual 
hunger never evident before. 

We have more opportunities for Christian 
service than ever before. One of the greatest 

After being 27 years in the ministry, 
I have never seen or known people 
to be as responsive and eager 
for the gospel as they are now. 

thrills is to witness color prejudices disappear 
as people get right with God. A new worth is 
attached to souls as relationships with God 
change. 

From South Africa we look at you and ask, 
"Has the biased, prejudiced news media influ
enced your burden for souls on this sub-conti
nent? Are you influenced to be afraid to work 
for God in a country which is the target for 
Communist control? Are these people - black, 
white, Indian, and colored - important to you? 

We agonize for our people. Our pastors, 
black and white, weep and work. Our mis
sionaries labor faithfully, but we get further 
and further behind in our work because of the 
limited human resources to meet the growing 
need. Have you heard the Lord saying, "Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us?" Can you 
say, "Here am I; send me"? 

F. E. Stanley is pastor of the Wesleyan church in Pretoria, South 
Africa. 
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