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ATJiESUS 
by Dayton A. Manker 
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Revelation 1: 11-20 contains both another The face, f~tmerly a countenance of compas-
look at the church as stars a~d\candlesticks sion, is changed into a combination of power 

and the familiar Jesus of the Gp~p~Js. We are and judgn;ieilt ;that rivals the noonday sun. 
well accustomed to the Jesus oH~~~ffering ser- __ ,, No man~\Jhjle yet mortal could behold such 
vant" q?alities, bu~ we are a lit~6~eak in ~ur ... =-·:·=-~~~:fff]i:::.-=:-~ maj~sty-=~~i!)J)ie, The apos~le did indeed seem 
percept!ons of Him as supremJr;:t~overe1_g_i;i;2::.~··.:::~~~:::.=-:-~:-:::.:-:::.~::f!..o_ d1~;~2¥~}ili~ once nail-pierced hand of our 
Revelation 1: 12-18 shows Him =~~~~<!.~f~~~~C:~~::::_~~~~7.~-~~~-a~~c;n~.g,~bim, and he heard a voice saying, 
role. ?::':2;-~~:.:=~-~~~==:·~_:-_~~:~~=-~- . _ ~-- ..... -.-~ar.:not:!~'.i'.~-;~ 

Marks of His humiliation dcFJfifdfed:~aJfy::~~;::_--:.-:_;~ .. ·-- .. ·-~~==~:t-lie}lMg~i'Yaited resurrection wi11 come off 

over and are mentioned in the ~~~~-~~~~~=iE~-~~~~~~~~=E~~~l~f~,nd ther~after, . trips ?eyond the 
saw them, John remarked, "On~-;;:Jilce:::µnto~1ie~=:.,-;· =.:-::=::-.=::=.=~=:::=-:i...s~~~~m& f~,st~r than hght will be m your to-
Son of Man." Unmistakable rertiJnders10£;=1be .. ~=~:==.-:·:==-:- =~-.::::~ ~~~-QJ.Otto_w.5,; ~tit:fear not! 
past were there, but superimpo~'Zf:1iiiiiii\~i--~~"-.~- ~::~~;.~~--~-:_:.T:~~!=~~~1sX9,~/'ibe book of redemption will be 
familiar form there was this ~'oths:ri]qcjk:::"/,, -:-__:,_·:==._:_-=-,---~-~~~:~!~~Qp~iie~/m,tf~~ans will blow trumpets, vials of 
There is no continuing agony, h~~p_erRe~~!!y~ ~~~~It0 i~i~--_fta~~,',,il}/»,e' poured out upon the earth, 
"bleeding ?eart:" That was for ~R~)JID._~::~~glfj\:. ··.i.::.'=f?frfj)}EJ!}(juntauf ~.will tumble, a~d the. earth will 
However, m t~1s change~ appe.~r:~~te· or·:I"Qle-_:;--:;~.:,j',: /i:1-.:~t..:\~~oary_./B.1!,t.}~ ~ou there 1s nothmg to fear. 
there were sull these signs Qia,t · once \ the , r\ 1

, i / r·~ . ,, Ary-angem~IJ~~~ will be made for the safety of 
sovereign was a servant. ::;~~;~::<· . .. 1 11 

• / yo~) pfgp.l{(Luke 21 :36). 

Complete fulfil1ment of what l§brf1~~)iere. / .' './--Th~!(?1f-'~9.rd~; "I am the first and the last!' 
would take place hundreds of }~artJ:5as(t~e:: -/ _ ~~5-!-!~-s~~~~sts have conclu?ed that G?d 
lifetime of the apostle. Disclosu~Lwh~t ·th.e-:-.:· . :. >:-was~.l}~~~~I~-~hen uncaused mists became m-
Lord was real1y like must dazzle; -:--cna·tm, · and · · fected;wt!~~_l!loeba. They assume that both 
almost slay the wondering apostle~.: · · ___ . __ n:i~~~~~lI1::f~1~n were self-o:iginating, self:sus-

Authority is revealed · H · d_-: ... · ... Th· --. ·b . · /· · ·) . · -- ta1mEg,:::~~~:~!th man especially, self-sufficient. 

denotes pr1·estly stat'on m d ltSh ¥~!!-a··=·.·. ~.'.rd? .• - e/ ~. \ ,\, ',,>·,, Jes·ll_~t::lter~aying, "I am the first!" I was 
i an e-g~ .. en<gtr _e,/, \· \· ,,, .h .. ··h,-.c':--.....__..._ f h' d h 1 ·3 

His dominion as King of Kings. ;F.-ye~JJi~tAf'n5~/ · -~ ·\ \ ,.'·>> \, .. ~te.:~~~~'::~~Y,,0 t is got starte 0? n · ). 
ran down with tears in a shared<'.s6r. w.- w){ -· ,

1 1 \ \ \\·}:\z\n.1 tli,~!t. If one could conceive of such 

Lazarus died are brilliant as a liv~i_if:'~(F, .:-~;_{_ .. · i·.· :· ,, , ~ ·{~;t~-QJn~~ ~~f~d~ aldl rundout and this lwdho!ell phres-
that once carried Him on errands<o£,m_ /,.ere.~.'.~ .. rid.·'.·_ .. ··.'/ II , · , '\\ · \\'eµ \prae.t~i.:e .~ce to ust, we wou sti ave 

/ // · / ' /It ' I 0 / ' / : \ \ ' 1 
'~,:_' ''-.."-... d"°'"~' th l " Q Id fi d th 

hope are like molten brass, firI9~// ~~:~~~~(.s~.r.?e,/.i :;', \ \\ '., ''._~··\· .~\,;'':1~~~:n.1 e ast. ne wou m . e 
Of a Conqueror / ./, ·.'.,1. : .. ·: ... ,,_,_.r 1, .1 : 1 , \ 1 , one, ume suffenng Servant, forever sovereign, 

His voice th~t was once so g_iJii/ .. th.. i .. /. ch.'i1i//; . ii \' \ '( s~\(irtg}'tll~i'~nd perhaps bigger projects. 
5}J#; / lij . ' 1

1 / I ,' i '; \ \ ,~,l\:~all~'0- H' b h . f h 'l 
dren were attracted to Him now/~esembles,1die/ \ \ \· .. ,s ·,, ,, , ~w tm Y t e prmt o t e nai s 

roarl'ng of restless seas and tumbl1/lg/ ... ;N. i,a!'; : . 'Ii/_/ ·1 \ .. '.1 . \lt1, ,H .. ··. ,~,>. h~~ 'f' Yes, that will help, but this ,m .) garas. ' , 11 "' '~ · ' h \ 'l' \ k',:..,\~ k f · h ·11 
Words migh~ier than doublel4~~~/~.w?f1s'/·, ·,··,?, ... ··\., .. ?\\~·\ R{\'.>\~ves us ":ar so maJesty t at wi 

tumble from His mouth. Once Hi~iot~s/w~r~/ · \.\'~· ·,\~{~?\\~~l.f\~~'\~o know. D 
comforting and inviting. Now ttl1''/a.1r.e;~pWJk0 · ),i.! \.\\\\ \.\~ ~~)\ \·\.'._u \:\:~ ~~~} 1- 1 dfi d. 1 • 1 p · 1 .J 1 ;,: .. 1,1,,'''I ,,;TjiiJ,·,/ 1 ,, '.1,\1\·· ·.~aJ.ron·~~~a,1M1r,~~wr,evangers,an ormer tsnc su ennenuen, 
ing terror and announcing days o ;cloofu'),'///,1 /i l!.: 11' '.\\ ,\. ··B~i~\Jlulibo'ro/Wlsconsin. 
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ake a trip1
\J ith nie'::~~O_!!rl@y_~!nro/1')~1 L------~soon, or' rll write." What gripped me now 

the trying time of loss, gr~~' andth~~ was the ~~bability that my brother had not 
of a loved one. Perhaps yoti(lf~e already been truste~~~s_y~ and was eternally lost. I'd never 
there. If so, you can relate to'.:"my story. If not, see him again. 
maybe it will help you understand how God That morning my wife drove me to the air-
works through loss. port where I parted from my family to take 

It was January 7, 1983, at one o'clock in the a lonely trip on a 747 to Chicago. Here my 
morning. I had just finished another of C. S. mother was waiting for me to help her with 
Lewis's Narnia tales. Dozing, half-praying, half- the necessary funeral arrangements. 
asleep, I felt as though someone spoke to me As grief was now setting in with full force, 
and said, "Something very difficult is going to I tried desperately to stay as close to the Lord 
happen tonight, my child, but I want you to as I could. I knew He could make something 
know that I will be with you comforting and good out of this hard and difficult situation. 
guiding you through this difficult time." "All things work together for good .... " I 

1 woke up with a start as the phone rang. tried to drum up a conversation with the per-
Upon answering it I felt as if I was having a son next to me on the plane in an attempt to 
nightmare. "Frank, is that you? This is Aunt share my faith, but it was to no avail. The plane 
Lou. I am at your grandmother's and I am landed and it wasn't long before I was embrac-
afraid I have some bad news for you. Are you ing my grief-stricken mother. The thought 
sitting down?" dawned on me, we were now the only two sur-

1 expected her to tell me that my grand- viving members of our family. 
mother had died. "Your brother passed away," With the Lord's help in the days that fol-
she said. My brother! Oh, no! Are you sure! lowed I was able to encourage my family who 
My brother is only 35 years old. He has not were non-Christians to depend on the Lord. 
been sick. "How did it happen?" I finally asked. I was even able to share with one of my broth-
He took an overdose and was brought to the er's girl friends her need to know the Savior. 
hospital, dead on arrival. I was able to witness as they put questions to 

As a hospital orderly I can remember cases me like "Where is he now?" I said, "That de-
such as these brought in from a drug overdose. pends on whether or not he believed or trusted 
I could recall the modern scene of doctors run- in Jesus." 
ning to and fro trying to revive the patient. The funeral was incredibly hard as the feel-
I recall the tension and suspense. I remember ing of the permanent nature of death and sep-
wondering if they would live or die. Then after aration crept over me. Many tears were shed 
trying so hard, the team of doctors and nurses during this time. The grief was real and not 
would suddenly stop. Now my brother was one hidden, not like some situations where no one 
of them, a victim of an overdose. cries because they are afraid to show their feel-

I recalled the letter I had written to him just ings (Prov. 27:5). 
a short time ago, with an article in it from Deci- The healing process had already begun. It 
sion magazine. It was an attempt to witness to has taken until now for me to be able to write 
him about the truth of Christianity. It was one this article and even as I finish there is the re-
of several attempts. The last phone conversa- surging of sadness. I have learned from this 
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GBA OFF TO GOOD BEGINNING 
FOR 1984-88 

The 3 7-member General Board of Administration 
was off to a good beginning for the 1984-88 quadren
nium when it met for the first regular session in Mar
ion, Indiana, on November 13~15, 1984. One day was 
occupied with orientation under the leadership of the 
General Superintendents, acquainting GBA members 
with General Church organization and GBA proce
dures. The 14 new members and other long-time mem
bers expressed appreciation for this "Orientation Day" 
which climaxed with a catered dinner at the Marion 
Inn to which the spouses were invited. The dinner was 
followed by the observance of Holy Communion. 

A lot of administrative "grist" was processed 
through the General Board "mill." The commissions 
organized themselves. The Board functions by receiv
ing reports and recommendations from the General 
Officers and acting upon them. Some of the more sig
nificant items were as follows: 

- the announcement of the Board of General 
Superintendents that all 14 constitutional amendments 
were ratified by the several districts by an overwhelm
ing majority and became effective as constitutional law 
on September 5, 1984. 

- the first meeting of the Task Force of Public 
Morals and Social Concerns is scheduled for January 
30-31, 1985, at Indianapolis. Task force members are 
Dr. Clarence Bence, Dr. Hal Burchel, Dr. Daniel 
Chamberlain, Mrs. Jo Anne Lyon, and Mrs. Ruth Ann 
Polston. 

- The Wesleyan Church headquarters is now a 12 
million dollar-per-year operation. Auditor Daniel 
Busby from Kansas City reviewed the financial state
ments prepared by Busby, Keller, and Company for 
fiscal '84. Mr. Busby summarized the audit by saying: 
"This has been a good year for the Church. Your rec
ords and books are in good condition. The Church is 
relatively debt-free." 

- General Treasurer Charles Lewis reported that 
the collectiqn percentage of USF was 83.6%, a slightly 
lower percentage than the previous year, but amount
ing to 90,000 more dollars for the headquarters opera
tion whose needs are always increasing. 

- The 1988 General Conference Planning Com
mittee is General Secretary Ronald Brannon, chairman 
ex officio, General Treasurer Charles Lewis, Hamld 
Bardsley, Wayne E. Caldwell, Keith Drury, David 
Keith, and Charles Mealy. When the site is chosen for 
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the 1988 GC, the General Secretary will nominate to 
the GBA a pastor from the host district to serve on 
the committee. 

- Consideration was given to reducing the GBA 
sessions from two to one a year as authorized by the 
1984 General Conference. It was decided to continue 
the present plan of two meetings a year in November 
and May. 

- David Keith, General Secretary of Local Church 
Education, presented Sunday school and weekday 
school organizational guidelines which were approved 
and will be published by LCE for distribution to the 
churches. 

- Dr. Lee M. Haines, General Secretary of Educa
tion and the Ministry, together with the educators of 
The Wesleyan Church, presented a set of "Position 
Statements on The Wesleyan Church's Concept of Its 
Educational Mission," an eight-page, single-spaced 
document. These statements were approved and will 
serve to guide the educational community of The Wes
leyan Church. 

- Eighty-five trustees were elected for the college 
boards, and a new formula for the distribution of the 
USF-Educational Institutions Fund was adopted that 
gives more weight to the area in which the money was 
raised. 

- Rev. Keith Drury, General Secretary of Youth, 
announced some plans for youth ministries that were 
approved. ( 1) The quadrennial IWYC is planned for 
December 29, 1986 - January 2, 1987, at Urbana, Il
linois. (2) A "Youth Revival Crusade" for two years will 
begin in the summer of 1985. Youth speakers will be 
recruited to hold local youth revivals across the entire 
Church for the promotion of spiritual revivals among 
the youth. (3) Four "Teen Leadership Ashrams" have 
been authorized to develop teen leadership potential 
and to challenge teens to a high level of commitment. 

- Five new missionaries were appointed: Miss 
Carol Earl, R.N., to Sierra Leone; Rev. and Mrs. Law
rence Burke to Honduras; and Rev. and Mrs. Randall 
Freeman to Papua New Guinea. Twelve missionaries 
were reappointed. 

- General Publisher Richard Halt reported that as 
a result of teamwork by Wesley Press personnel and 
the holding down of expenses, an operational net yield 
of $212,279 was realized for fiscal '84 on a gross in
come of $3,160,043. As established by GBA Policy, 

THE WESLEYAN ADVOCATE 





Readers Respond .to ''Most-Accepted :S·hit~ -

Readers responding to "The Most 
Accepted Sin in the Church" (Sept. 
17 issue) share ideas worth consid
ering. 

Ross Cooney, Stirling, Ont~rio, 
writes: 

I read with interest the article 
entitled "The Most Accepted Sin in 
the Church," along with a previous 
article on John Wesley's View of 
Economics (Sept. 3 issue). I realize 
we live in economic times much 
different from Christ's time and 
John Wesley's age, so it is hard to 
draw parallels today. 

As for giving away above what is 
necessary to live on, I question that 
is the best approach as· it could 
create dependency on the part of 
some people who receive it, or it 
could affect their personal dignity. 
If you give it to the local church, 
it most likely would be spent on 
local issues as most local churches 
will spend all they can get. I am 
not opposed to giving to needy 
causes, but I am inclined to be very 
discretionary in doing so. 

Concerning the tie-in between 
Christianity and success as it is pro
moted by some well-know.n TV 
preachers, I do not subscribe to 
that philosophy. By contrast I do 
not go for a bare-bones give-away 
approach that the author and the 
John Wesley position seem to be 
saying we ought to do. 

As for hoarding or laying up 
treasure on earth, I think it highly 
irresponsible to neglect to put any
thing away for retirement living, as 
we do not have the extended fam
ily as the North American society 
had a few decades ago. To come 
to old age and have nothing and 
to be dependent on the state is not 
my idea of Christian stewardship. 
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Rev. S. A. Summers, Markham, 
Ontario, explains his views: 

I was much disturbed by the arti
cle "The Most Accepted Sin in the 
Church." In attempting to speak 
out against the sin of greed and 
materialism, I believe the author 
went too far, to the point of 
glorifying poverty. Nowhere in 
Scripture does our Lord condemn 
riches or wealth. "If riches in
crease/' He says, "set not your 
heart upon them"; and not give it 
all away. 

The author says, "We have be
come a church of the middle class, 
maybe even upper middle class." Is 
it a sin to live in a nice home, to 
drive a late-model car? Should we 
become a lower-class church? If we 
do, who shall minister to the upper 
and middle class? 

The author "condemns" us for 
padded pews, nice carpeting, and 
air conditioning. He concludes by 
asking, "Does God need these 
things?" No, obviously not. Could 
we do without these things? Sure 
we could. We could do without a 
church building for that matter, if 
we had to. Bu.t just because we can 
do without these things doesn't 
mean it is a sin to possess them. 

Another thing for which the au
thor criticizes us is trying to "better 
ourselves materially." I challenge 
him to prove this with scripture. 
It's not the desire to better our
selves that is a sin, but the making 
of these material possessions the 
most important thing in our lives. 

The author's final condemnation 
comes when he states that "the use 
of our money is the best single in
dication of our level of commit
ment. And for most of us, that 
means we fail miserably, for we 
spend most of our money on our-

selves, at best giving God His cut 
- 10 to 20 percent." That state
ment is extremely judgmental. The 
Lord calls us to bring our tithes 
and offerings to the Lord. He 
doesn't ask us to give all our 
money. The giving of IO to 20 per
cent is very sacrificial for many of 
us. 

No committed Christian will 
argue our need for self-denial. 
Perhaps in some ways we have ne
glected it. But at the same time, 
how far do we go in this area? In
deed, let us deny ourselves and fol
low Christ, let us take care not to 
make material possessions our god, 
but at the same time let us be care
ful not to glorify poverty. 

Bob Harris, Pulaski, New York 
writes: 

When I first became a Christian, 
God really tested me with some of 
the inconsistencies in the evangeli
cal community. One of these areas 
was wealth, since I was running a 
fairly prosperous business. 

I wish I had been able to read 
Keith Drury's article, "The Most 
Accepted Sin in the Church" (Sept. 
17). It would have helped to clarify 
the issue for me. It would have 
helped expose the selfish rebellion 
of my heart. 

Is it possible to glorify God by 
spending money on our trivial de
sires while millions are without 
proper food and medical care and 
- even more important - while half 
of this world knows nothing of its 
only hope of salvation, our Lord 
Jesus Christ? 
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Did the early church have a church growth strategy? 
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A THEOLOGY 
OF CHURCH GROWTH 

by Paul A. Sebree, Sr. 

The Christian church was but a few hours 
old when it reported phenomenal growth. 

It started with 120 followers of Christ seques
tered in an upper room, waiting for the fulfill
ment of a promise their Master had given 
them. 

They had waited for ten days. Suddenly, they 
were filled with an overwhelming Presence and 
Power that attracted thousands to listen to a 
dynamic message. They cried out, .. Brothers, 
what shall we do?" and responded to Peter's 
direction to "repent and be baptized, everyone 
of you" (Acts 2:38). About 3,000 responded to 
the call to follow Christ that day. 

Those who were converted "'devoted them
selves to the apostles· teaching and to the fel
lowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. . . . And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being saved" 
(Acts 2:42, 4 7b). Shortly thereafter it is re
corded (4:4) that "the number of men grew to 
about five thousand." 

The early church was not without its prob
lems. Peter and John were jailed, flogged, and 
told never to speak in the Name again. Some 
joined their ranks who wanted the association 
and fellowship of the Christian community but 
were unwilling to tell the truth (Acts 4-5). Yet 
the church continued to grow. In spite of the 
persecution "'more and more men and women 
believed in the Lord and were added to their 
number" (Acts 5: 14). 

Persecution settled more heavily upon the 
church until many of its people fled to other 
countries. As the people moved out and away 
from Jerusalem they carried the message and 
Spirit of the risen Christ wherever they went. 
Many new congregations were established, with 
more and more people added to the church. 

Even though the Jerusalem church had suf-

fered numerically it did not lose its power and 
effectiveness. At the same time the Jerusalem 
church was replenishing its ranks, Paul and his 
partners were spreading the gospel in many 
parts of the known world. We do not have 
numerical counts of how many were becoming 
a part of the Gentile church but everywhere 
they went they sowed the seed and planted 
churches. It seemed to be Paul's philosophy, 
that if the seed was sown and watered, God 
would inevitably give the increase. 

The biblical record indicates that growth was 
a normal expectation whenever and wherever 
the gospel was preached and practiced. The 
leaders of the early church were not so much 
concerned about growth statistics as they were 
about maintaining a vital relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ and fulfilling their mis
sion in the light of that relationship. 

From the prayers of both Peter and Paul 
(Acts 4:29; Eph. 6: 19-20) we cannot find a pri
mary concern for church growth. They were 
most concerned that they would not fail to 
speak the "message of Christ" as it ought to 
be spoken - boldly and fearlessly. They had 
confidence in the power of the message. 

"What God requires of the church is not 
growth but faithfulness/' writes Robert Evans. 
He goes on to say: "I can find no emphasis 
in the New Testament on a self-conscious strat
egy for church growth .... The criterion of 
commitment modeled in the New Testament 
is faithfulness to a quality of life in Jesus Christ 
that provides for shared love, devotion to jus
tice, and hope of liberation .... The biblical 
stress is on transformation - the renewal of 
one's mind and heart when committed to the 
love of God, not to any particular institutional 
affiliation" (Understanding Church Growth 
and Decline). 

THE WESLEYAN ADVOCATE 













































Abortion: 
A Study in Conflict by Paul B. Wood 
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Lori had been having difficulty in her throat 
for some time. Now her family physician 

was telling her that she needed a tonsillectomy. 
'This is a good time to get it done," she of
fered. 'Tm on vacation and staying with some 
friends. Mom and Dad are in Europe, so I can 
get it done before they come back. When can 
we schedule it? 0 

Her physician chuckled and said, "Lori, you 
know we can't do that until your folks get back. 
You're only 16. We need their written consent 
for the surgery." 

Later that same day Lori got the report back 
from the women's clinic in a nearby city. It con
firmed what she had suspected - she was preg
nant. It also included instructions on what she 
was to do if she wanted an abortion. Among 
other things, she needed $375.00 (cash or cer
tified check) and a driver's license to prove that 
she was 16. 

That's it. All that she needed was an un
wanted fetus, $375.00, and proof that she was 
16. No parental permission was necessary here. 
It was her decision. 

This scenario is not an actual case history, 
but a composite out of experiences of people 
I have known. But it could have happened 
exactly like that in my state. It could probably 
happen in your state too. Do you see any con
tradiction here? 

The courts have held that a woman has a 
right to do as she pleases with her body in the 
matter of abortion. Actually, what she is doing 
has a more final effect on the body of a de
veloping fetus than on hers. The same courts 
have held that a person of 16 can give consent 
for an abortion and that parents may not be 
informed without her consent. But she cannot 
have a wisdom tooth rooted out without paren
tal involvement. I think this shows the extent 
of the irrationality and inconsistency in the cur
rent status of abortion. 

Another contradiction that I have observed 

as I have thought about this issue is this. Many 
of the people I hear speaking out as pro-abor
tion are the same people who are holding anti
capital-punishment vigils every time a mur
derer is executed. Logic must be locked away 
in tight little compartments in the thinking of 
such people. They say that life unborn is of 
little consequence; the fetus has no right to life. 
But life corrupted by sin, degradation, and 
criminal behavior must not be forfeited, be
cause life is too precious to take deliberately. 
The thinking, willing criminal must be spared. 
The unwilling fetus must be sacrificed to the 
whim of a pressure-ridden teenager. Is there 
conflict here? 

When I was studying biology, there seemed 
to be little question but that human life began 
at conception. The fertilized egg, or zygote, is 
peculiarly human. It will never develop into 
anything but a human. It clearly has all the 
necessary givens to develop a human personal
ity. 

I am not smart enough to know when it may 
be endowed with a soul, but I certainly cannot 
say that it doesn't happen at conception. I am 
also not intelligent enough to decide when to 
terminate a life that I believe is the only means 
by which God is creating souls. Do those who 
do make such decisions know more than I do? 

I have counseled many women who have had 
abortions - some before, some after, some be
fore and after. I know of none who has escaped 
the situation unscathed. Guilt, remorse, and an
guish are characteristic of them. I am seeing 
a young woman now who thought that the 
whole episode in her young life was over - until 
she had a baby after marriage. Then all the 
horrible feelings were aroused again, by the 
knowledge of the enormity of her decision to 
abort. Are social and legal permissiveness en
couraging abortion, when most people natural
ly abhor it? 

I have thought about a consistent, Christian 
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FOUR 
WAVS FROM EASTER 

14 (114) 

Our world will never be the same again," 
said wise people on the day the bomb fell 

on Hiroshima. And those were true words. The 
world has never been the same and never will. 

But we have come face to face with a life
shaking event that is indescribably greater than 
the atomic bomb - Easter. We have been re
minded once again that the world has not and 
never will be the same since the discovery of 
the empty tomb. The question comes to us 
again, "How is my life responding to the fact 
of the Resurrection?" 

It may be that we are in the old post-Easter 
slump that we experience each year. After the 
buildup to the big day there comes the letdown. 
Churches and pastors expect it. We may be 
helped by knowing that the apostles went 
through this same let-down. The response of 
some of the contemporaries of the risen Lord 
may guide us in our recovery of the zest that 
Easter should bring to every believer. 

The Way of Doubt 
Matthew records (28: 17) that after Jesus ap

peared to the eleven, "some doubted." Appar
ently they doubted that their Lord, having been 
demonstrably dead, and who had now left 
them, was actually alive. This sort of doubt can 
be a gnawing and disturbing thing. 

Happily, doubt is not complete denial and 
allows for a "maybe." And this doubt can turn 
to profit if dealt with honestly. It was so with 
Thomas, whose doubt led to the discovery of 
a life-changing truth as he looked upon his 
Lord and cried, "My Lord, and my God!" 

Thus, as we survey again the Easter event, 
a lurking doubt may creep in until we yield 
to the warning witness of the Spirit in our in
nermost being. 

The Way of Fear 
As we turn to Mark we find that there were 

those who did not doubt but who feared the 
consequences of believing: "They said nothing 
to anyone, for they were afraid" (16:8). How 

by Glenn H. Asquith 

dared they go out on the streets and proclaim 
to people that Jesus who had been crucified 
and buried is now alive? 

So the fearful disciples withdrew unto them
selves, and when they did go out, said nothing 
about the tremendous thing that had come to 
pass. 

Perhaps these men and women had forgot
ten that fear is a magnifying glass that enlarges 
to frightening proportions ordinary difficulties 
and dangers in life. It is also a microscope that 
seeks out tiny hazards so small as to be insig
nificant. 

It may be that one thing that brought these 
timorous disciples out into courage was the re
membrance that Jesus taught them always that 
they must never fear or be anxious. 

We, too, as part of our let-down, may dread 
the consequences of being forthright witnesses 
to the glory of Easter. But has not the risen 
Lord promised to be with us until the very end? 

The Way of Formal Worship 
The response to Easter as noted by Luke is 

the way of formal worship: "They ... were 
continually in the temple" (24:53). But this, 
too, can prove unproductive. They had experi
enced a high moment in life and could not let 
go - just as Peter and his companions on the 
Mount of Transfiguration desired to settle 
down there. 

This attitude neglects the fact that our 
church is where we get recharged to go into 
the highways and byways and reach the needy. 

Most of us wonder, "Why can't we have that 
wonderful Easter service the year around?" Is 
it not expected of us that we do have that same 
uplift in our hearts while we fare forth on the 
business of the King? 

The Way of Business as Usual 
The fourth response to Easter is "business 

as usual." In John we read: "Simon Peter said 
to them, 'I am going fishing' " (21 :3). 

Simon and his friends decided to "face the 
facts." It had been wonderful to walk the roads 
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we gathered about the table for family worship. 
"Train up a child in the way he should go: 
and when he is old, he will not depart from 
it" (Prov. 22:6). Dad and Mother considered it 
a full-time job. 

My brother Camden and I could frequently 
exasperate Mother with our quarreling. Be
cause we knew her course of action, we usually 
obeyed quickly, if not enthusiastically. Well-be
haved children? Not by nature! But we had de
veloped a healthy respect for the stick in the 
cob box by the kitchen cookstove. 

If we dallied in obeying, Mother was apt to 
say, either before or after we had seen the light, 
"If obedience isn't immediate, it isn't obedience 
at all." She never let us forget that the real 
reason she and Dad insisted upon prompt com
pliance was so that when God, our Heavenly 
Father, demanded obedience, we wouldn't be 
in the tragic habit of rationalizing, excusing, or 
procrastinating. Her point was simple; the mes
sage was eternal. 

If luxuries were few in those days, liberality 
to God was not. The tithe in our family was 
automatic, and was the first financial obligation 
paid. The offerings mentioned in Malachi 3:8 
were as frequent as the Lord of the harvest 
gave increase among the cattle and the grain. 
What lessons in obedience to God those two 
stalwarts of the soil sowed in the fertile minds 
of their children! 

One memory stands out as a landmark in my 
parents' fulfillment of example and training. 

It was a January Sunday. The blizzard had 
passed and the mercury was a diminished red 
icicle hunkering below zero. A glistening, blind
ing whiteness revealed at only a casual glance 
that our 1929 Chevy was going nowhere! 

I didn't think about it at the time, I suppose, 
but I wasn't surprised when Mother announced 
we would make the seven-mile round trip to 

. Does the farmer dig the dirt? Aye, Aye! 
: Does he wear a coarse shirt? Aye·, Aye! 
And if his cheek-~ brown 
_ with the kisses of the sun, _ . 
ls he less a.gentleman? Nay, Nay! 

· ])o~s th~.farme.r plow and:sow? Aye, Aye[ 
· ·Does he wieldtbe spade a11d_hoe?Aye,Ay~! 

•A..nd ifhis hand is bar~ . . 
. and his feet be roughly shod, 

Shall we give him less regard? Nay, Nay! · 

the local Methodist church. Dad had said that 
the team of horses and the farm sled could do 
with the drifts what the old car couldn't. 

I can see Dad yet - bundled in long overcoat, 
heavy cap, mittens, and scarf as he stood in 
the front of the sled box. Beneath a tarp across 
the box huddled Mother and the three of us. 
It was a cold half-hour ride even for us covered 
over on the straw. But for Dad it wasn't too 
big a sacrifice. There were responsibilities at 
church to fulfill. Perhaps more important to 
him, beneath the tarp was his partner in God's 
service and the little ones for whom he was 
mandated, "Train up a child in the way he 
should go ... " 

The farmstead is abandoned now. The build
ings are gone; the old cellar hole gapes toward 
the sky. Beyond stands a lone spruce tree, care
fully watered in the '30s, but leaning now with 
bark rubbed smooth by my grazing cattle. Once 
beautiful and fragrant in spring, the shrunken 
lilac row is mute testimony to what used to be. 

The lump in my throat is not visible. Neither 
do the years prevent its occasional return as 
I ponder the mysteries of God's leadings. From 
whichever viewpoint studied, there comes the 
clarion message that obedience to God is man
kind's only hope for peace, happiness, and 
family stability. Better financial days came later 
to our farm, but the pattern had been indelibly 
impressed, "Train up a child ... " 

God was always first, family was second, and 
the farm third. With that schedule of priorities, 
God never failed my parents and with lessons 
well learned, their children's ministries have 
reached far beyond any expectations of these 
stalwarts of the soil, Les and Wilma Thomas. D 

Mr. Thomas has fanned his grandfather's homestead for 30 years. He 
and his wife, l.uella, have given 46 years lo public education. They 
are members of the Mitchell, South Dakota, Wesleyan Church . 

Does the farmer work ~or a.ll?·4ye, Ayel 
Labors he for great ands_~all.t.Aye,:AyeI :· 
ff.from out the farmer's store ·.' · · 

comes-the bread for richan.dpoor~- .... 
Should .w~ honor him tlle more?/Y:ea,-Yeaf 
Give the f~rmer then. hi(dueL:Ayt, Ayel _ 
Though he serves, yet he'5, DJas1:~r t<>pl !\ye;._}\.y~J 
And may heaven its: bl~~sitig,sqeq/: -· ·-. 
. upon the farmer's .heac:l,: __ . _ _ . . 
'!ill we cease . .to cry for Qreadt Ay.¢, Aye I . 

THE WES~EYAN, VoL IV Qulj,·30, 1856). 
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Entire Sanctification 
by the Baptism 
with the Holy Spirit by Earl E. Barrett 

8 (168) 

The linking of these terms finds support in 
the New Testament, the crucial issues 

being instantaneousness, entireness, sub
sequentness to conversion, and certification. 

This pentecostal purifying was predicted by 
John the Baptist: "I indeed baptize you with 
water, but he shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost and with fire, whose fan is in his hand, 
and he will throughly purge his floor, and 
gather his wheat into the garner, but he will 
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire" 
(Matt. 3: 11-12). 

Confirming John's prophecy and adding that 
it was for power in service (Acts 1 :5, 8), Jesus 
prayed for His disciples of all time. He had 
already proved that His immediate disciples 
were ready for the purification: "Sanctify them 
through thy truth ... and for their sakes I 
set myself apart that they, also, might instantly 
be purified internally, and made holy" Qohn 
17:17, 19; cf. v. 20). 

Jesus, as holy, did not need purity. Had Jesus 
meant for the Father to sanctify them gradu
ally, He would have used the present impera
tive. But also, to what was Jesus setting himself 
apart? To the cross, crucifixion, and death. 

St. Paul, calling Christians to the same iden
tification with Christ, using "body" for "total
ity," wrote: ''Knowing this, that our old man 
was (not "is" as in KJV) crucified with Christ 
that the totality of sin might be destroyed" 
(Rom. 6:6; cf. 12: 1 ). Likewise, Paul prayed for 
the entire sanctification of his converts, already 
wonderful Christians (I Thess. 5:23; cf. chapter 
I). 

John's prophecy was fulfilled, and Jesus' 
prayer was answered at the first Pentecost. For 
Jesus arose, as it were, fan in hand, releasing 
a wind that blew "suddenly" the chaffy and sin
ful from the hearts of believers, recalling for 
us the promise, "The Lord whom ye seek shall 
suddenly come to his temple" (Mal. 3: 1), which 
in the New Testament is the human body, de
signed by its Creator as an abode for the whole 
Trinity (I Cor. 6: 19; John 14:23). The first task 

of the Spirit on entry is to cleanse His abode. 
Wind and fire, of course, are symbols of the 
Spirit. 

Then Peter, prepared by a vision, came to 
the home of Cornelius, a Gentile. Suddenly, 
while Peter was preaching, the Spirit fell as in 
the first Pentecost. Peter remembered Christ's 
words: "John indeed baptized with water, but 
ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost" (Acts 
11: 16; cf. 10:44). 

So the two Pentecosts are identical in nature, 
except that the "not many days hence" of Acts 
1 :5 has been wiped out. Note the swiftness of 
action here after the initial outpouring. No 
long delays. No prolonged seeking. No altar 
calls. Today this is not the usual pattern. 
Joseph H. Smith, preaching at Camp Sychar, 
stopped several times to give those entirely con
secrated a chance to exercise appropriating 

faith. Several responded. One, a chronic doubt
er and seeker, told me later that he received 
the witness. 

Some have denied that Cornelius was saved 
(cf. Acts 11: 14, ignoring context). Cornelius, 
under Jewish influence, who could have known 
of the preaching of "peace," was accepted by 
God, 'just," justified by looking forward to the 
cross as we look backward (Acts 10:36; cf. Rom. 
5: I). 

"Saved" is a big word. We were saved; we 
are being saved as we continue to "walk in the 
light," and we will be saved finally if we con
tinue to "endure lo the end." Is not the crown
ing evidence of one's being saved the baptism 
by the Spirit? He does not baptize sinners. 

We need more than power for service; we 
need cleansing power for character. Looking 
back upon the first Pentecost, the Holy Spirit 
inspired Peter to say: "And the heart-knowing 
God bare (aorist) them witness, giving (aorist) 
them the Holy Ghost . . . and put no differ
ence between us Qews) and them (Gentiles), 
purifying (aorist) their hearts by faith" (Acts 
15:8-9). 

This is the fourth issue: certification by the 
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Fear Has a Long 
Red Tail 
by Clzarles Campbell 
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M y mind is shattered, scrambled, blitzed. 
It's the day after graduation. It is a day 

of lost robes, lost flags, and 277 graduated se
niors. Most lost of all is the sight in my left 
eye. 

Losing sight with cataracts is a very gradual 
process. Two summers ago I realized that it was 
very difficult to read my beloved mysteries 
while relaxing in the sun. Now, reading any 
sort of printed word out-of-doors is impossible. 
Also, I've slowly become aware that I can't see 
highway traffic very well. 

Cloudy days are the worst days of all. Every
thing is white: the sky, the sidewalks, the 
streets. The whiteness is overpowering and op
pressing. All objects become a blur of gray. 

Fear is a funny/not-so-funny creature. I live 
in a warm, happy world. I laugh and speak and 
do my job. Yet, underneath the surface a per
sistent inarticulated fear is alive. While sitting 
on the platform of my church yesterday, I was 
listening to a beautiful piece of music and smil
ing. Fear came as a tightness in the chest, a 
sudden strangeness in the pit of my stomach. 
Quick vision of all that could go wrong, then 
smiling again. 

Fear visited me this morning as I drove to 
work - a little red demon sitting on my left 
shoulder. His long tail kept getting in my way. 

··You know that the left eye is your good eye, 
the eye you do all of your seeing, reading, and 
writing with?" 

.. Of course, I know that." 
"You remember that the first lens implant 

operation in your right eye was a failure?" 
.. It wasn't a total failure. The cataract was 

removed successfully." 
"Yes, and you were blind and had glaucoma 

in that eye. Do you remember that the pressure 
in that eye was so great that the new lens dis
lodged. The plastic lens even stuck to your 
iris." 

"Well, there were a few problems." 

"A few problems! A few problems!" He was 
sputtering and talking so fast that I could hard
ly understand. "How can you forget the weeks 
of pain and dizziness?" 

"Shut up! I don't want to hear any more 
about it." 

"You humans are disgusting. You always 
bounce back and ask for more. Oh, well, you 
can try to forget the past with its problems, 
but I'll get you with the future." 

'Tm listening. Do your worst." 
"You 're smart enough to realize that you 

can't trust doctors and hospitals." 
'That's not so. My doctor and his support 

staff are great. It wasn't his fault that my old 
lens exploded and messed up the implant pro
cess." 

He paused for a gulp of air, wrapped his 
tail around my neck, and started in again. 
"What if things go wrong next week? Without 
your left eye you would be legally blind." 

.. Big deal," I said, but there was that feeling 
in my stomach again. 

"Modern medical science isn't perfect. Maybe 
this new lens will slip." 

He was being very cruel. My stomach was 
churning. My head was throbbing. 

"How can you not help but think of shiny 
knives and tender flesh, of plastic lenses and 
nylon stitches? Maybe the doctor will goof and 
fail to clean out the old lens material or place 
the new lens improperly. You know if he sews 
up the incision too tightly, your eye will be mis
shapen, and you will see funny." 

·TII make you see funny, you miserable 
pest!" With that I slapped him from my shoul
der and out the car window. 

When I was five years old, my family lived 
in New Orleans. I have vivid memories of try
ing to catch skinks. Those tiny lizards would 
flash through the grass, hang motionless on a 
twig, and dance upside-down on our ceilings. 
The most shocking thing of all was that when 
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Who Is She 
- Really? 

by Rebecca D. Higgins 

Hands trembling, picking at 
imaginary threads, the wrink

led woman sits quietly in the rock
ing chair in the corner of the 
room. As I secretly observe her 
movements, I wonder what 
thoughts pass through her mind, 
causing her to fiddle so industri
ously with the red and white 
crocheted coverlet in her lap. 

In the eyes of most people, this 
frail little lady is merely an old 
woman who has been robbed by 
time of her ability for rational 
thought. Will my memories be 
these last impressions of her as 
she is now? Hidden behind the 
wrinkled exterior is one of God's 
precious children. Tucked into 
the recesses of her confused mind 
lie remnants of memories of the 
very full life she has lived. 

The room in which we are sit
ting is crowded with her treasures 
- pictures of her children, grand
children, and great-grandchil
dren. In these faces of her family 
I see the true meaning of what 
her life has been - an unselfish 
giving of herself for those she 
loves. 

Born just two years before the 
turn of the century in a farm
house in Fairfield, Wisconsin, she 
has faced the anxieties of two 
world wars, a depression, and 
many personal battles. 

As a young girl she enjoyed 
school and after graduating from 
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eighth grade, anticipated attend
ing high school. However, that 
dream was pushed aside when she 
decided she was needed at home 
to help her mother who was not 
well. 

Later after she had married and 
was living on another farm with 
her husband and children near 
Baraboo, Wisconsin, she sacrificed 
at mealtimes in preference of her 
family. She was the kind of moth
er who didn't care for any pie 
when she knew there wasn't 
enough to go around. 

She saw to it that her family was 
present in church Sunday morn
ing and evening and every mid
week prayer service - even in the 
midst of the Depression when 
they could not afford a car. 

Her oldest boy quit school after 
eighth grade and went to work. 
Her second son, upon completing 
his high school training, was of
fered a scholarship to attend Wis
consin University. She did not 
want her boy to go to a secular 
institution and prayed diligently 
that he would choose instead the 
small Wesleyan college in Marion, 
Indiana. She desired that her chil
dren would have the opportunity 
of a Christian education that she 
had been denied. Her prayers 
prevailed, and her boy turned 
down the scholarship and applied 
at Marion College, enrolling in 
the fall of 1940. 

The first year his letters to his 
mother expressed his homesick
ness; but although she missed her 
boy, she was thankful that he was 
receiving a Christian education. 
How she wished that the rest of 
her children could do the same! 
If she and her husband remained 
on the farm, they would be unable 
to finance sending their remain
ing three children to Marion Col
lege. A decision had to be made. 
Packing their possessions, she and 
her husband forsook everything 
they knew and loved and moved 
their family to Marion, Indiana, in 
1941. 

A farm woman with only an 
eighth-grade education, she felt 
inferior to the college people in 
her new environment. However, 
she enjoyed the services at College 
Church and very quickly the peo
ple welcomed her and made her 
feel at home. 

Accustomed to hard work, she 
could not remain idle. She volun
teered to baby-sit for college stu
dents who had children, and 
many a young man at Marion Col
lege at that time was indebted to 
her for doing his laundry. 

In 1955 her husband suffered 
a heart attack and died. Suddenly, 
she was faced with new responsi
bilities. She received a job working 
in the college kitchen. Unable to 
drive a car, she found it necessary 
to sell her house and move to a 
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but followed her advice to "steer 
clear." Interestingly, in both of 
these cases the women were later 
involved in immorality with other 
men. How do wives know? God 
tells them! You had better listen. 

3. Tell on other women. If acer
tain woman begins to come on to 
you, tell your wife that very day. 
Don't wait until the next morning 
- tell her before you sleep again. 
She is the most important person 
to help protect your marriage. 

Don't say, "I need some accoun
tability with some other guy" 
when it comes to this matter. Tell 
your wife. You are in this mar
riage together and both of you to
gether must learn to protect your 
relationship with each other and 
with God. 

If you are a spiritual leader -
especially a minister - you must 
take special care to follow this ad
vice. Women are attracted to your 
power, prestige, standing in the 
community, and spiritual insight. 
Some women, especially those 
whose husbands are not commit
ted, are thinking, "If only my hus
band would be like him." This is 
wildfire, and it makes you espe
cially vulnerable to temptation. 

Steer clear! And when you spot 
someone who is "melting" toward 
you, tell your wife. She has as 
much to lose as you do. The 
quicker you realize that you are 
together trying to protect the 
marriage, the better. 

4. Don't counsel women alone. 
Probably enough has been said 
about this in other places, but let 
it be said that "He who goes alone 
to meet a woman for counseling 
hath no brains at all." Make sure 
somebody is in the outer office at 
all times, and if you and your wife 
have a "yokemate" ministry, coun
sel women as a team. 

While this is a special warning 
for ministers, I am shocked at how 
many marital indiscretions or out
right adultery among laymen have 
sprung up out of a relationship 
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established on the premise of 
counseling or "giving spiritual 
help." 

5. Drink from your own spring 
(Prov. 5: 15). The best defense is 
a good offense. Though it is no 
guarantee, keeping the fire hot at 
home is a good defense against 
sexual temptation. Paul said as 
much when he told the Corin
thian people, "But since there is 
so much immorality, each man 
should have his own wife, and 
each woman her own husband. 
The husband should fulfill his 
marital duty to his wife, and 
likewise the wife to her husband 
. . . do not deprive each other" 
(I Cor. 7:2-5). 

Full sexual fulfillment in mar
riage is God's plan. It is a good 
defense against outside tempta
tion. You and your wife need to 
recognize this truth and make 
sure you are not "defrauding" 
your partner (v. 5) by providing 
a dry or boring "spring" at home. 

However, do not allow Satan to 
suggest to you that lack of fulfill
ment in your private family life 
somehow justifies a little sin on 
your part in thought or deed. It 
does not. Marital fulfillment is 
God's plan. Some of you are sim
ply too impatient with your wife 
to allow God's plan to unfold. Be 
patient and stick to your own 
spring. 

6. Beware of "emotional adul
tery." While this is a greater prob
lem for women than men, beware 
of getting emotionally attached to 
any woman other than your wife. 
These emotional attachments can 
lead to explosive situations where 
temptation crashes in on you with 
greater force than you have ever 
experienced. 

Be careful to guard against 
gaining emotional fulfillment 
from another woman. Such re
lationships often develop into 
much more than emotional at
tachments and usually result in 
disaster. And even if they don't 

lead to something between you 
and her, it can hinder your own 
marriage relationship. 

Listen to a letter from one man 
who lost his wife to another man 
partly through his own emotional 
attachment (minor changes to 
protect individual): 

Now I see how she was hungry 
to talk to me when I got home 
- and I was so tired that I just 
picked up the newspaper or mail 
and read it. I never cheated on 
her, or even did anything wrong. 
But I allowed innocent relation
ships to replace our marriage re
lationship. Now I realize how I al
lowed my relationship with one 
particular person to fulfill my 
need for conversation, for small 
talk about the ordinary things of 
life. Then when I came home, 
they were already spoken and "re
leased," and th us I never shared 
them with my wife. She got the 
message I didn't care, or took her 
for granted. She started looking 
for someone to share the "little 
things of life" with. And she 
found him. . . . Now I've Jost her. 
My life is ruined. It's a wreck. 

Need I say more? Emotional at
tachments are explosive - steer 
clear! 

7. Bring your thought life Into 
total obedience. Holiness is per
vasive. God wants to do more than 
purify a man's outward deeds and 
words. His grace is sufficient even 
to purify a man's attitudes and 
thoughts. God offers divine power 
to take captive every thought, 
making it obedient to Christ (II 
Cor. 10:5). 

There are numerous voices 
today (several of them Christian 
counselors) urging that sexual 
fantasies are innocent, acceptable 
- even good for us. This is a lie 
of Satan. Lust is the label God's 
Word puts on such thoughts. 
They are sin. 

If you are keeping pure actions 
toward other women, and you 
have not uttered even the slightest 
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words of attachment, yet you are 
guilty of impure thoughts, you are 
perching yourself on a precarious 
precipice which leads nowhere but 
over the brink into deeper and 
deeper violations of God's com
mands. 

Who do you think you are? Do 
you believe that you will be the 
first to escape God's law, "As a 
man thinks in his heart so is he"? 
Do you think you can play around 
with mental fire without burning 
your soul? Do you believe you can 
keep God's anointing on your ser
vice as you dwell on thoughts of 
disobedience? 

I'm not talking about tempta
tion here - you will likely never 
escape that. I am talking about 
willfully dwelling on impure 
thoughts - thinking them. This is 
sin. 

This is the incredible power of 
the human mind. It can multiply 
and produce much from little. If 
you think negative thoughts as the 
habit of your life, you will eventu
ally get negative results. If you 
plant positive thoughts, you'll 
reap positive results and attitudes. 
This is a universal principle recog
nized by believers and unbelievers 
alike. 

Can't you see what this means 
applied to thought purity? If you 
plant seeds of disobedience in 
your thought life, what do you 
suppose will sprout - and in in
credible abundance? Certainly 
you will reap a harvest of dis
obedience. 

Please, let me challenge you to 
bring every thought into captivity, 
making them totally obedient to 
Christ - 100%. If you have been 
allowing disobedient thoughts to 
creep into your mind, confess and 
repent of this sin. Recognize 
where these seed thoughts will 
lead. Find out what triggers such 
temptations and starve these 
sources - certain people, times, 
places, and especially TV. 

Begin memonzmg scripture. 
Get some accountability. Have 
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faith in deliverance. Men and 
women all down through history, 
and many today, can testify that 
there is no sin beyond Christ's 
cleansing power. Seek deliverance 
- there is power in the blood. 

8. Recognize that you'll get 
caught. Finally I wish to address 
a point to anyone reading this 
who is involved in any way with 
a questionable relationship. I want 
to unmask the ultimate lie that 
Satan is telling you: "You'll never 
get caught." 

Satan is telling you that you are 
the exception - you can get away 
with it. He says a little bit of sin 
for a season won't hurt you, and 
no one will ever find out. Listen 
to me carefully. Satan is a liar. 
You will be caught. 

Sinners have believed they 
could get away with sin from the 
beginning of time. Adam and Eve 
believed it. They got caught. Cain 
thought he'd gotten away with 
murder. Cain got caught. Rebe
kah and Jacob thought they had 
deceived everyone. They got 
caught. Joseph's brothers thought 
their sales agreement with the 
Ishmaelites cleared them of ever 
being found out. They got caught. 
Moses thought he had buried his 
sin in the sand. Moses got caught. 

Achan thought the evidence 
was well hidden under the floor 
of his tent. Achan got caught. 
Saul thought Samuel would never 
find out about a few animals kept 
back. Saul got caught. David fi
gured a little sin on the rooftop 
or in the privacy of his bedroom 
would never come to light. David 
got caught. Ananias and Sapphira 
thought they'd devised the perfect 
plot. Ananias and Sapphira got 
caught. It is simple: sinners get 
caught. 

Do you think you can get away 
with a little sin? Who do you think 
you are? You will be like every 
other sinner down through all of 
history. You'll be caught. It is a 
universal law of life: "Be sure 
your sin will find you out." Do 

you think you can break God's 
universal laws of life? Do you 
think you will be the first who gets 
away with sin? 

How will you be found out? 
Maybe the woman will tell. She 
may break under her burden of 
sin and blurt out the whole story 
in confession at some altar or to 
a friend or minister. 

Or maybe someone else may 
tell. You think no one saw you, 
but someone somewhere did. And 
they will tell. Or believers will just 
know it. Christians have a special 
sixth sense about sin in the camp, 
and they will sense something is 
wrong. 

Or maybe even you will tell on 
yourself. The burden of guilt may 
eventually be so much for you to 
handle that you yourself will give 
up and confess to this sin just to 
find release spiritually. Or if you 
seem to be getting away with it for 
a season, you will be more and 
more bold so that you will eventu
ally cause yourself to get caught. 

Or, finally, God will tell on you. 
Even if you don't get found out 
by any of these, God himself will 
bring sin into the light. Do you 
think you can hide from Him? 
Don't you think He will continue 
to do what He has always done 
- expose sin? 

Do you think you will be the 
first human in history to get away 
with sin? He will find a godly 
Nathan-like prophet and reveal 
directly to him what you have 
done. It may take weeks, months, 
or even years to crop up, but 
sooner or later your sin will be 
found out. You can't hide sin and 
get away with it. This is the devil's 
lie. If you are fooling around with 
sexual indiscretion, you will get 
caught. 

I address this matter last be
cause it is Satan's ultimate lie. Is 
there not enough evidence about 
us to illustrate that people do not 
get away with sin? If you are 
perched on the edge of sexual in
discretion, turn back now. Flee -
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