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American churchgoers what Congo. "This was our year's games, the team members women and children. 
qualities they would look for if supply ... They were set on shared Christ. "We're still 
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other three items that are the God. "I don't think we can Dr. Barnett Slepian. Reno also had sided with a black, female 
highest priority for church look at earth every day, look established a national task force nurse who sued after two 
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language at her public high groups which control the Terry, who is no longer the Reruns of the original 
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at engaging in occult rituals government requested the Planned Parenthood $1.6 mil- viewer response is sufficient. 
for class credit. As part of additional exit because of lion, and other lawsuits are 
Spanish class, Figueroa and safety concerns for the 4.5 still pending. First Outreach to Pygmies 
her classmates were told to million religious pilgrims Launched 
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dead as part of the traditional millennium celebrations. International Fights Against outreach to Pygmies, by 
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the Dead"). to Christ istry just finished buying hun- African Republic. Pygmy 

A five-week blitz involving dreds of slaves in Sudan. But evangelists and their families 
Bibles Destroyed During sports teams from the U.S. this is no scandal. Christian from the village of Mouale 
Congo Fighting resulted in more than 400 Solidarity International (CSI) traveled through the rain for-

A year's supply of Bibles decisions for Christ in South is working to counter the dev- est to bring the gospel to the 
intended for the people of the Africa this past summer. astating slave trade in Sudan, unreached Pygmy village of 
Democratic Republic of Congo Southern Baptist missionaries by buying freedom for Nola. Martin Kanganzo, the 
were destroyed recently when Scott and Judith Kimsey Christians who have been first Pygmy graduate of Grace 
fighting reached the seaport hosted a soccer team, two seized in slave raids. The re- Brethren Bible Institute, is 
of Matadi. "Two container men's basketball teams, and emergence of the slave trade leading the effort. 
loads of Scriptures have been one women's basketball is one of many ugly results of 
destroyed by the rebels," team-all within the space of Sudan's ongoing civil war. 
reported the Rev. Nlandu a month. The teams led Islamic raiders from the North 
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Indonesia often merely means 'non
Muslim,' and may have little to do with 
the church-going habits or spiritual ori
entation of the individual." 

New Web Filtering Service Offered 
DIDAX, Inc., of Virginia, a leading 

Christian Internet company, has announced 
a new free web filtering system that 
requires no additional software or special 
Internet account. The company's 
CrossingGuard program allows members 
of crosswalk.com to download customized 
browsers or browser settings to get server
level filtering of nearly five million adult-ori
ented or otherwise offensive Web pages. 

Survey of Homeless 
A new survey of 20,000 homeless 

people conducted by the International 
Union of Gospel Missions found that 61 
percent said they had been homeless less 
than a year. That's 11 percent more than a 
similar survey found in 1989. The survey 
also found that women with children com
prised 66 percent of the homeless families 
surveyed, up from 46 percent in 1989. 

Christian Newspaper Not Allowed 
on B.C. Property 

The British Columbia Transit Authority 
has refused to permit the B.C. Christian 
News, a monthly Christian newspaper, to 
be distributed on transit properties. Transit 
authorities said people would find the 
paper "derogatory and offensive ... with 
respect to abortion and sexual orientation 
issues." More than two dozen other publi
cations-including publications with lib
eral and sex-oriented content, are distrib
uted on transit property. 

Computer Thief Starts Church 
A thief who stole a keyboard from a 

church wound up founding a new congre
gation, according to a report from 
Discipling A Whole Nation. The thief broke 
into the Alliance Church in Masvingo, 
Zimbabwe, and stole a keyboard. A few 
weeks later, he unknowingly tried to sell it 
to a church member who recognized it and 
had the man arrested. The burglar became 
a Christian after one of the church's pas
tors visited him in jail, and after his release 
he asked the church to hold a service in 

Christianity Today Selects Top 
News Stories of 1998 

"\"'l ]bat were the top religion news stories of 1998? The editors 
Y Y and news writers of Christianity Today magazine selected 

their list of 10 top stories for their January 11, 1999 issue, as 
follows: 

1. Congress enacts law against religious persecution. 

2. Midterm election jolts Christian right. 

3. Worldwide body of Anglicans rejects ordination, 
"marriage" for homosexuals. 

4. Clinton seeks pastoral counsel after Lewinsky scandal. 

5. Papal visit to Cuba stimulates religious freedom. 

6. Christians in southern Sudan victimized by war, famine. 

7. Public school vouchers gain court approval. 

8. Lutheran, Catholics draw closer on justification. 

9. Protestants, Catholics in Northern Ireland vote for peace. 

10. National Baptists retain indicted leader Lyons. 

FEBRUARY 1999 THE WESLEYAN ADVOCATE 

his hometown. Several friends and family 
members became Christians at the service, 
and gave rise to a new congregation which 
now has 100 members. The former thief is 
being considered for a leadership position 
within the church. 

Theater Owner Brings Back 
R-Rated Movies 

A movie theater owner in Spartanburg, 
SC, who had banned A-rated movies for 
moral reasons is bringing them back. He 
estimates that he lost $20,000 in the five 
months of the ban. "I thought people cared 
more. Apparently they don't much care," he 
told the Associated Press. Attendance 
dropped by 40 percent during the ban. "We 
had vocal support, but people were just not 
showing up to see the movies. If the public 
doesn't want it, who am I doing it for? I 
don't want to sit here and go broke." 

Federal Court Strikes Down Library 
Internet Filtering 

A U.S. District Court ruled November 
23, that a Virginia county's library policy 
of requiring filtering software to block 
Internet pornography is unconstitutional. 
Judge Leonie Brinkema said the Loudoun 
County policy violated the First 
Amendment, because the filtering soft
ware also prevented adults from using 
library Internet terminals to view consti
tutionally-protected materials. 

va;payee, Prime Minister of India, 
Denounces Attacks on Christians 

India's prime minister denounced 
attacks on the nation's minority Christians, 
which have increased since a Hindu 
nationalist government took power early 
this year. Atal Bihari Vajpayee, who attrib
uted the acts to "antisocial elements," said 
in a December 5 statement, "Neither the 
government nor my party ... has anything 
to do with the perpetrators of these acts. I 
strongly denounce them. They will be pun
ished under the due process of the law." 
Vajpayee was reacting to charges leveled 
the previous day by Christian leaders who 
blamed the attacks on members of 
Vajpayee's Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). 
Religious tension in India has increased 
since the BJP took power as leader of a 
19-party governing coalition. Tens of thou
sands of Christians held protest rallies in 
several cities across the nation, including 
a rally in New Delhi which drew a 
reported 20,000. 
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Southport High began vigorously 
enforcing the school's rules against 
profanity. Principal Larry Hensley
Marschand reports that the number of 
serious fights has declined, while civil
ity between students and teachers has 
increased. The principal got the idea 
after noticing that every fight on cam
pus began with verbal assaults. A 
strict policy on profanity was adopted 
which imposed detention and a call to 
parents for a first offense, and suspen
sion for repeat offenders. 

Christian Radio Stations Increase 
According to the newly released 

Directory of Religious Media from the 
National Religious Broadcasters, 28 
more radio stations were broadcasting 
religious programming in 1998 than in 
the previous year. The directory finds 
1616 radio stations with a religion for
mat, including 829 FM stations. The 
largest increase in radio stations was 
in Kentucky, which added 13 stations. 
Teaching and preaching remains the 
most popular format, followed by 
inspirational and Southern Gospel 
music. Commercial stations outnumber 
non-commercial stations more than 
two to one. In television, 242 stations 
carried religious programming in 1998, 
up from 191 the previous year. Texas 
saw the largest increase, growing from 
seven stations in 1997, to 23 last year. 

Bible Predicts Future 
Nearly half of Americans believe 

the Bible can accurately predict the 
future, according to the Shell Poll, a 
quarterly survey of public opinion 
sponsored by the Shell Oil Company. 
The survey also found that slightly 
more than one in five Americans 
believe the Farmer's Almanac is an 
astute fortune teller; 21 percent believe 
astrologers can predict the future; and 
16 percent believe psychics can. 

Just one in 1 O think pollsters can 
make accurate predictions about the 
future. 

Converts to Judaism Must be 
Recognized as Jews in Israel 

All Reform and Conservative con
verts to Judaism must be recognized 
as Jews in Israel, a Jerusalem judge 
ruled Dec. 30. The latest "who is a 
Jew" ruling broke new ground by 
recognizing conversions by non-
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Orthodox Jewish movements inside 
Israel. The nation's courts had previously 
recognized non-Orthodox conversions only 
W they took place outside of Israel. Orthodox 
Jews rejected the ruling. 

Federal Decision to Fund Stem 
Cell Research Raises Ethical 
Questions, Say Pro-Life Leaders 

The National Institute of Health 
(NIH) announced January 19 that the 
Clinton Administration plans to fund 
research on embryonic stem cells. 
Supporters say the research could 
open doors to miracle cures for prob
lems ranging from Parkinson's disease 
to diabetes. Critics say the decision 
could lead to harvesting of unborn 
children for profit. 

NIH Director Dr. Harold Varmus 
told the National Bioethics Advisory 
Commission that a federal ban on 
experiments in which human embryos 
are destroyed does not apply to stem 
cells, because once they are taken 
from an embryo and grown in a labo
ratory dish, the cells can no longer 
develop into a whole organism. 

But Richard M. Doerflinger of the 
National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, said, "The method of obtain
ing the cells is lethal to the embryo. 
The fact that NIH will not fund the act 
of destruction itself seems secondary. 
It will reward those who use the fruits 
of that destruction." Doerflinger sug
gested that tissue from miscarriages 
might be a source of stem cells with 
less ethical entanglement. 

Federal Court Says Landlords Can 
Act on Religious Beliefs 

In a surprise decision, a federal 
appeals court ruled January 14 that 
landlords may refuse to rent to unmar
ried couples if they believe their reli
gion requires it. 

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Ninth Circuit, based in San Francisco, 
ruled that the religious freedom of two 
landlords in Anchorage, Alaska, would 
suffer a "substantial burden" if city and 
state housing discrimination laws were 
enforced against them. 

Despite Objections, 100 Methodist 
Pastors Conduct Lesbian Wedding 

Nearly 100 Methodist ministers 
participated in a "union" ceremony for 
two lesbians on January 16, in direct 
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defiance of United Methodist teaching. 
The two women, both in their 

60s, were united by their United 
Methodist pastor, Rev. Don Fado, and 
96 "co-officiating" ministers. The cer
emony was a protest against a 1996 
Methodist church law banning 
"homosexual unions." 

The union has no legal weight, as 
none of the 50 U.S. states have laws 
permitting same-sex marriage. Voters 
in Hawaii and Alaska turned back 
efforts to legalize homosexual marriage 
last November. 

Members of the Evangelical 
Renewal Fellowship, a reform move
ment within the United Methodist 
Church, held a press conference the 
day before the ceremony to condemn 
it as a violation of both Scripture and 
Methodist tradition. 

"A.D." More Important 
Than "2000" 

The important thing about the 
coming millennium change isn't the 
"2000," according to All U Activewear. 
It's the "A.D." To remind people that 
our dating system is based on the birth 
of Christ, the company has released a 
line of T-shirts with "Millennium 
designs" which emphasize the Latin 
words "Anno Domini," meaning "in the 
year of our Lord." A statement from 
the company says the change of mil
lennium should be a celebration of 
"more than a bunch of zeros." 

Town Based on the Bible Proposed 
Residents in Brookville, Alabama, 

an unincorporated community with 
about 150 residents, say they want to 
form a town based on the Bible. They 
hope to approve the King James 
Bible as the town charter and adopt 
the Ten Commandments as ordi
nances. Street evangelist James 
Henderson told the New York Times, 
"When I was a child in the 1940s and 
1950s, we had a sense of commu
nity, built around the church, on peo
ple helping each other. Over the 
years, that's gotten frayed around the 
edges. I've watched the issue of the 
separation of church and state get 
out of control." Henderson and his 
supporters are gathering signatures 
calling for a vote on the establish
ment of a Bible-based town. 
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proud thoughts? Are we selfish or cov
etous in our thoughts? Are we, like so 
many Christians, governed by thoughts of 
fear, anxious thoughts-are we troubled 
with these things? Be ye transformed. 

What a change there would be if the 
Holy Spirit could come into our whole 
lives, even into the thought realm. As is 
the root, so will be the fruit. According 
to the root, fruit will grow up carnal or 
spiritual. As the thought, so the act, "Sow 
a thought, reap an act; sow an act, reap a 
habit; sow a habit, reap a character; sow a 
character, reap a destiny; sow a destiny, 
reap an eternity." It all begins in the 
thought realm. 

God is concerned about our thoughts. 
He views our thought life and judges us 
accordingly. Mere thoughts may be sin, 
for the thought of the foolish is sin ( Pr. 
24:9). Christ taught that a man may act 
only in the thought realm, and yet be 
guilty of adultery (Matt. 5:28). Truly, we 
must acknowledge, Thou hast set our iniq
uities before Thee, our secret sins in the 
light of Thy countenance (Ps. 90:8). God 
is concerned about our thoughts because 
He knows their tremendous potentiality. 
One day we are going to stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ, and we will give 
account of the "deeds done in the body," 
and that includes our thoughts. 

How vital that the sanctifying power 
of God's Spirit should operate now in our 
minds. But there is a positive side, thank 
God. A book of remembrance was written 
before Himfor them that feared the Lord, 
and that thought upon His name (Mal. 
3: 16). Every positive thought is going into 
that book of remembrance. 

Here are some of the characteristics 
of a renewed mind. 

a It is a cleansed mind. Defilement 
may be of the flesh and spirit (2 Cor. 7: 1); 
the flesh relates to the body, the spirit to 
the mind. We are called upon to cleanse 

The Economy - continued from pg. 24 

them to excel with praise alone, since we 
have sacrificed rebuke. We may censure 
our President for moving us too quickly 
away from traditional morals, but we 
don't want to punish him too much since 
money is more important than morals. We 
have always admired religious leaders, so 
it was not surprising to learn that 
President and Mrs. Clinton were the most 
admired couple of 1998. He is the leader 
of our new prosperity religion. 

Oh, there may come a day when 
we will learn that morality is important 
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ourselves from all defilement of the spirit; 
in other words, take the first step in being 
renewed in the spirit of our mind (Eph. 
4:23). In the familiar parable, if the prodi
gal shows us the sins of the flesh, it is the 
elder brother who manifests the sins of the 
spirit, seen in wrong attitudes, pride and 
self-righteousness, jealousy and bitterness. 
We need to be clean, even our imagina
tion, and obliterate from our memories 
unclean things we have seen, heard or 
read. Come to Christ today and ask Him to 
cleanse your memory, to purify your mind. 
Take heed to those eyes: I made a covenant 
with mine eyes,· why then should I think 
upon a maid? (Job 31:1). 

e It is an enlightened mind. As the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are 
God's ways and God's thoughts higher 
than ours. It is the work of the Holy Spirit 
to take these earthbound minds of ours 
and enable us to begin to think God's 
thoughts. We are to be renewed in knowl
edge (Col. 3:10), transformed by the 
renewing of your mind that ye may prove 
what is that good, and acceptable and per
fect will of God. When our minds are thus 
renewed, we have insight into the will and 
mind of God, knowing instinctively that 
which pleases Him. Then it is that we have 
the mind of Christ(] Cor. 2:16). 

e It is an obedient mind. For the 
weapons of our warfare are not of the 
flesh, but mighty through God to the cast
ing down of strongholds,· casting down 
imaginations [reasonings], and every high 
thing that is exalted against the knowledge 
of God, and bringing every thought into 
captivity to the obedience of Christ (2 Cor. 
10:4). Left to ourselves, our minds go off 
in every direction but the will of God. It is 
the work of the Holy Spirit to train our 
thoughts to Christ's obedience, guiding 
them along the avenue of His will. 

and that it doesn't come cheap. We may 
also learn that the price we pay for virtue 
is shame and that we can't have one with
out the other. Perhaps this new god will 
take away the "goodies" as quickly as 
they were given. But why worry about 
that now? Let's enjoy the toys while it 
is called day. 

In case you are wondering, this is not 
a political article; it is a religious one. 
The God of the Bible is still the one and 
only Living God. His commandments 
have not been annulled. His demands are 
still solid. His promises are still condi
tional. Wesleyans can be found in both 
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e It is a heavenly mind. Jesus rebuked 
Peter: Thou mindest not the things of God, 
but the things of men (Matt. 16:23). He told 
Peter that he had an earthbound mind, but 
that the Father was leading Him to the 
Cross. There are too many who mind 
earthly things (see Phil. 3:19). Show me a 
Christian who is so heavenly minded that he 
is no earthly use, and I will show you a hun
dred Christians who are so earthly minded, 
they are no heavenly use! Set your minds on 
the things that are above, not on the things 
that are upon the earth (Col. 3:2). Seek ye 
first the kingdom ... and all these things 
shall be added unto you (Matt. 6:33). 

e It is a balanced mind. We are in 
trouble in the Church with a lot of 
"cranky" people, unbalanced in the view 
of truth. They can see in Scripture only 
their one pet theme. But Christ said, Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word. Let us take the whole Book as our 
diet. Then there are other features of an 
unbalanced mind-are we woolly-headed, 
scatterbrained, absent-minded, given to 
wandering or foolish thoughts, unable to 
gird up the loins of our mind and be 
sober? (see I Peter 1:13), unable to disci
pline our thought life? The Holy Spirit 
can deal with these things; God still gives 
a disciplined [sound] mind (1 nm. 1:7). 

The mind has a wonderful influence 
for good or evil. Ecclesiastes I 0:20 was 
written long before we knew about telepa
thy. That process of renewing should be 
going on every day, for your mind is 
influencing others. As the renewing is 
effected, the whole being is "transformed" 
(Rom. 12:2) into the likeness of Christ. 
Let us, then, prove what God can do, by 
accepting in this faith the divine command: 
Be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind.® 

The Flame, Nov./Dec. 1998 

political parties in America and in 
Canada. That is not the issue. The issue 
is, are we going to buy into the superficial 
gospel of prosperity? Are we going to 
sacrifice everything holy for the prizes of 
compromise? We once preached to the 
heathen that they should turn from their 
idols to serve the true and the living God. 
Doesn't it make sense for us to turn 
from our modern idols and serve the 
living God again? It's not the economy 
or the modern society. It's the morality; 
the truth; the holy. It's the eternal Word of 
the eternal God. Call me old-fashioned if 
you like, but I still believe in Him. \\t 
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reported January 28. Their efforts sug
gest that cloning a human being may 
be a formidable task. "Clearly it's not 
easy in monkeys, so it's not going to 
be easy for humans either," said James 
Thomson, a University of Wisconsin 
embryologist. 

German Survey Declares First 
Commandment Least Important 

Germans in Hamburg believe the 
First Commandment, "Thou shalt have 
no other gods before Me," is the least 
important of the Ten Commandments, 
according to a survey conducted by the 
Emnid-lnstitute (Bielefeld} for the maga
zine Spiegel Spezial. Among those sur
veyed, 39 percent said the First 
Commandment was dispensable and 
only 33 percent called it important. The 
Second and Third Commandments 
(''Thou shalt not take the Lord's name in 
vain" and "Remember the Sabbath to 
keep it holy"} were considered important 
by only 57 and 54 per cent respectively. 

Students Embark on 
National "Survey of Hope" 

"We want to know if our genera
tion is psyched about the future, about 
running this country, about having 
kids, about making their mark, about 
life!" says 20-year-old Andy Bedi of 
Brentwood, Tennessee. On January 31, 
Bedi and 39 other young people in 
their teens and early 20s launched a 
one-year, nationwide survey designed 
to take the pulse of young America. 
Their tour began in Nashville, and will 
take them to all 50 states over the 
coming year. "What's Up America" is a 
project of First Priority of America, a 
Nashville-based organization which 
works with student-led, school-based 
ministries in 200 cities. Using a ques
tion set developed by Wirthlin 
Research Associates, the traveling 
pollsters will conduct face-to-face 
interviews with 10,000 students, ask
ing them about their hopes, dreams, 
fears, and concerns. Results will be 
published in early 2000. 

Couples Living Together Before 
Marriage More Prone to Divorce 

Living together before marriage is 
a bad but popular idea, according to a 
new study by the National Marriage 
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Project of Rutgers University. The 
study found that the number of cou
ples living together outside of marriage 
in 1997 was 4.1 million, up from just 
439,000 in 1960. The authors indicated 
that couples who live together before 
marriage are more prone to divorce 
and child abuse, and are less happy 
overall. 

Russian Prosecutors Try to Enforce 
Law Limiting Religious Groups 

Attorneys for the Jehovah's 
Witnesses in Russia defended the cult 
February 10, against charges that it 
breaks up families. Prosecutors are 
trying to ban the group, using a con
troversial 1997 law that limits religious 
groups and allows the government to 
disband church groups which encour
age intolerant behavior. The law was 
backed by the powerful Russian 
Orthodox Church, which has fought to 
keep its near-monopoly on religious 
life in Russia. The trial began in 
September, but was postponed due 
to lack of evidence. If the Jehovah's 
Witnesses lose their case, they will be 
disbanded as a legal organization. 

India Church Planters Exceed Goal 
India's church planters have had 

to change their goals-to make them 
more ambitious. In 1996, the India 
Gospel League created a strategic plan 
to plant 2000 new churches by the 
year 2000. However, over 3,750 new 
churches have already resulted from 
their efforts, and dozens of regional 
pastors' networks are working to plant 
at least 200 new churches each by the 
year 2000. The new target is 12,500 
new churches by the year 2000. 

L.A. Police Department Apologizes 
to Church Leader 

The Los Angeles Police Department 
apologized February 11 , to Episcopalian 
church leaders for an incident in which 
a black priest was handcuffed in front 
of his parishioners. The Rev. Donald 
Culmer was handcuffed for several 
minutes while wearing his vestments. 
Police were responding to reports of a 
dispute involving four black men on a 
street corner. Culmer stepped out of 
his church after morning services and 
confronted one of the men. Police sur-
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rounded them with weapons drawn 
and ordered both men to drop to their 
knees. 

Ninety-Two-Year-Old Pastor 
Is Asked to Retire 

After refusing a request that he 
retire, 92-year-old Carl McIntire has left 
the Bible Presbyterian Church and is 
holding services in his Collingswood, 
New Jersey home. Two years ago 
elders concluded that McIntire should 
leave the pastorate he's held since 
1933, but McIntire refused. Church 
leaders took the issue to the Presbytery 
of New Jersey, but McIntire withdrew 
and began making plans to form his 
own presbytery. Denominational lead
ers concluded that he had left the 
denomination and declared the 
Collinswood pulpit vacant. McIntire has 
threatened legal action. 

Books Questioning Evolution Added to 
Detroit Area School Libraries 

Books which question the validity 
of evolution will be added to the junior 
and senior high school libraries in a 
Detroit-area school. The Melvindale
Northern Allen Park School Board has 
approved the addition. Board President 
John Rowe explained, "I think any time 
we can have our students gain addi
tional knowledge from credible science, 
we should do that." 

Romanian Christians Protest 
Homosexual Play 

On February 13, Orthodox 
Christians protested at a Romanian 
theater staging a play about homosex
uals, according to police. The protest
ers destroyed posters and threatened 
staff at the Nottara Theater, which is 
staging "Angels in America." One of 
the protestors said, "It's a shame and a 
lack of good sense to stage such evil 
plays, which fail to distinguish between 
right and wrong." 

Abortion Growing in Vietnam 
The use of abortion as birth control 

is growing in Vietnam, according to 
government and independent experts. 
Last year more than 1.1 million abortions 
were reported. That's four times 
higher than the government's official 
target. 













































































































































































Farris, founder and president of 
the Home School Legal Defense 
Association (HSLDA). 

Look Out WWJD 
Bracelets-Here Come 
Christian Tattoos 
Forget WWJD bracelets. Toss 
the Jesus T-shirt, fish necklace, 
and cross earring. To show true 
commitment, some Christians 
are trying tattoos-and not the 
peel-off kind. According to 
Christian Week reporter Kevin 
Heinrichs, tattoos are the latest 
trend needling their way into 
Canadian evangelical counter
culture. Traditionally the decora
tion of biker enthusiasts, the 
permanent tattoo is beginning to 
be used as a permanent procla
mation of faith. 

German Bishop Suggests 
New Christian Symbol: 
the Manger 
Maria Jepsen, Lutheran bishop 
of Hamburg, wants to change 
the face of Christianity. Instead 
of the cross, she'd like to use a 
manger for the official symbol of 
the faith. In a newspaper article, 
Jepsen suggested that the 
manger should replace the cross 
because it is "such a friendly 
sign." She said she'd like to see 
mangers on altars and church 
steeples. Conservative theolo
gians in her church are not 
amused by her latest idea, 
according to the report from the 
German evangelical news service, 
IDEA. Rev. Dieter Mueller finds it 
quite absurd: "No, Bishop Jepsen, 
this kind of marketing insults 
God and man. We Christians 
remain true to the Cross." 

Study: At Least 44% of 
Christians Are "Nominal" 
At least 44 per cent of the world's 
1.6 billion Christians are only 
nominal Christians, who claim to 
belong to the Christian faith but 
rarely attend church, according 
to a study by Christian Research, 
a British _organization. The findings 
Were· reported· in a paper on 
· "nominalism" published in several 

languages. It is the result of an 
international consultation by the 
Lausanne Committee for World 
Evangelization. 

National Religious 
Broadcasters Plan New 
Headquarters 
National Religious Broadcasters 
(NRB) plans to build a $1.5 million 
headquarters in Manassas, 
Virginia, in the next year. The 
new building will include offices, 
studios, and a religious broad
casting hall of fame. NRB 
represents more than 1, 100 
members and currently leases 
space in Manassas. 

Study Shows Conservative 
Churches Experiencing 
Greatest Growth 
The churches experiencing the 
greatest growth today are strict, 
conservative churches, according 
to a study by sociology professor 
William J. Weston of Center 
College in Danville, Kentucky. In 
"The Religion Market," a paper 
published by the Kentucky 
Humanities Council, Weston 
defines a strict church as one 
that has clear and authoritative 
doctrine, demanding member
ship requirements, and rigorous 
practices-in short, one that is 
clearly distinguished from 
nonreligious organizations. 

Americans Believe Jesus Will 
Return to Earth During Next 
1,000 Years 
More than half of Americans 
believe Jesus will return to earth 
during the next 1,000 years, 
according to a poll conducted 
for Newsweek magazine. Of 806 
adults surveyed, 52% believe 
Jesus will return before the end 
of the next millennium. That belief 
is held by 71 % of evangelical 
Protestants, 48 % of other 
Protestants, 47% of Catholics, 
and 20% of non-Christians. 

Church Stripped of 
Tax-Exempt Status 
The Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS)· acted properly when it 

. stripped a New York church. of_ 

its tax-exempt status for running 
ads opposing the 1992 presi
dential candidacy of Bill Clinton, 
a federal judge ruled March 30. 
U.S. District Judge Paul Friedman 
said the IRS was right to penalize 
the church at Pierce Creek, in 
Vestal, New York, for its political 
activities. Friedman rejected the 
church's claim that the IRS 
action violated religious freedom 
and that the IRS engaged in 
selective prosecution. 

Radio 4VEH Breaks New 
Ground in Haiti 

Radio 4VEH, the Evangelistic 
Voice of Haiti, recently celebrated 
the ground breaking of its new 
studio/office complex scheduled 
for completion in June 2000, the 
station's golden anniversary. 

This station broadcasts the 
Good News of Jesus Christ in 
Creole, French, and English, 
which allows it to reach every 
level of Haitian society. The 
station is a ministry owned and 
operated by OMS International, 
located in Greenwood, Indiana, 
and is part of the outreach of 
"The Wesleyan Hour." 

Pat Robertson Launches $7 
Million Bible Campaign 
If it's true that people judge a 
book by its cover, a lot of 
Americans may be giving the 
Bible another look. The Book, a 
contemporary English version of 
the Bible, has a snazzy new cover 
and a $7 million advertising 
budget to back it. 

The campaign was recently 
launched by Christian broad
caster Pat Robertson in a special 
meeting held at Grand Central 
Terminal, the hub of New York 
City. Robertson announced that 
his Christian Broadcasting 
Network would join Tyndale 
House Publishers in committing 
$7 million to advertise The Book. 

"This is not only the biggest 
Bible-reading campaign in the 
history of America, it is the 
largest promotion of any book 
that we know of, secular or 
religious," said Rober1:~pn~ . 





































































up on behalf of inmates, by Santa 
Ana police officers who arrested 
them. In a bold and unusual move, 
the city of Santa Ana has allowed a 
group of officers on their force to vol
untarily meet on station property for a 
monthly lunch, prayer meeting, and 
Bible study. The group, simply called 
Santa Ana Police Officers for Christ, 
has been meeting for 18 months and 
has grown in size from 20 to nearly 
75 members. 

Newspaper Editors Told to Improve 
Religion Coverage 

The national press doesn't do a 
good job covering religion, partly 
because editors don't realize how 
important the topic is to Americans. 
That was the message a panel of 
experts brought to the American 
Association of Newspaper Editors 
during their mid-April convention. 
However, most panelists suggested 
that things are changing for the bet
ter. "There has been a resurgence of 
interest in religion coverage and a 
proliferation of so-called 'faith and 
values' sections," noted Mark Silk, 
director of the Center for the Study of 
Religion in Public Life at Trinity 
College, Hartford, Connecticut. 

Christianity Relegated to the Past in 
England's "Millennium Dome" 

England's new attraction, the 
Millennium Dome, gives visitors a 
look at the nation's past and future. 

According to the Internet newspa
per, Electronic Telegraph, Christianity 
is included-but only as part of the 
past, and then only as one of 12 reli
gious "elements." Visitors enter the 
"Spirit Zone" by walking through a 
"mist curtain." The Rev. Steve Chalke, 
a Baptist minister, says, "People go 
through a mist curtain into a com
plete spiritual fog. This is all about 
dumbing-down, and you will come 
out none the wiser about anything." 

Procter & Gamble Seeks $595 
Million in Damages Over 
Satanism Rumors 

Attorneys for Procter & Gamble 
Co. are seeking at least $595 million 
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in damages in a lawsuit charging that 
the Amway Corporation spread false 
rumors linking the consumer products 
giant to Satanism. The federal lawsuit 
says Amway encouraged an unfounded 
belief that Procter & Gamble's trade
mark incorporated satanic symbols 
such as the numbers "666" and 
devil's horns. 

Marilyn Manson Concert Becomes 
Mission Field 

When shock-rocker, Marilyn 
Manson, came to Minneapolis, in late 
April, local Christians were waiting for 
him-with open arms. About 150 
young people from Bethany College 
of Missions, Bethany Urban Develop
ment, and Bethany Missionary Church 
gathered outside the Target Center in 
downtown Minneapolis, to share the 
love of Christ with Manson and his 
fans. A huge banner proclaimed, 
"Christians for Marilyn Manson say 
'The real Jesus would never despise 
or reject you!"' Young people gave 
cans of pop to waiting fans and 
passed out a bright green flyer read
ing "Christians welcome Brian Warner 
[Manson's real name] and Marilyn 
Manson fans." The flyer contrasted 
biblical Christianity with "phony reli
gion" and said, "The real Jesus upset 
the religious establishment far more 
than you ever will. Those Christians 
that despise you have the wrong 
Jesus. The problem is, you have the 
wrong Jesus, too, and your idea of 
Jesus is not much different than 
theirs." 

Missouri Senate Passes Infant 
Protection Act 

An Infants' Protection Act passed 
by the Missouri Senate creates a new 
crime of infanticide, defined as the 
killing of an infant who is born or par
tially born. The law is an alternative to 
a ban on partial-birth abortion, and is 
intended to address ambiguities that 
have been used by courts to invali
date such bans. The Missouri law 
defines "partial birth" as the moment 
when the head (in a normal birth) or 
the navel (in a breech birth) of a 
viable infant passes into the birth 
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canal. The Missouri House has 
passed a similar bill, and legislators 
have enough votes to override an 
expected veto. 

Remains of Caiaphas Discovered? 
A stone burial box believed to 

have contained the remains of the 
high priest who plotted the arrest of 
Jesus is the centerpiece of a new 
exhibit at the Israel Museum in 
Jerusalem. The ossuary which held 
the remains of Joseph Caiaphas is 
one of the few artifacts directly linked 
to the story of Christ's crucifixion. It 
was discovered about five years ago, 
during construction of a promenade 
overlooking old Jerusalem. 

Study Finds One in Three Adults Is 
Now Unchurched 

Although America is awash in new 
churches being launched, and the 
media continue to report on the 
growing impact of mega-churches, a 
new nationwide survey shows that 
the number of unchurched adults is 
also on the rise. A study by the Barna 
Research Group indicates that almost 
one-third of the nation's adults (31%) 
can be deemed "unchurched"-a 
proportion that represents 60 to 65 
million unchurched adults. For this 
survey, a person was classified as 
"unchurched" if he or she had not 
attended a Christian church service 
during the past six months, other 
than a special event such as a 
wedding, funeral, or holiday service. 

Campaign in Britain Urges One 
Million Confessions 

The year 2000 is a big, round 
number. So perhaps it's fitting that a 
campaign in Britain is trying to push 
confession of sins to another big, 
round number-one million. Some 
70 religious leaders are supporting 
"Clean the Slate," an effort to have 
members of all religions confess their 
sins in newspaper columns and on 
the radio, with a goal of one million 
confessed sins. Organizers are 
encouraging people to send a list of 
their sins-from littering to murder
to a post office box in Oxford. 
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In Search of 

Has the 

shining lady's 

promise been kept? 

Are we really free? 

n Liberty Island there stands a statue with a face 
of copper beaming toward the watery horizon, a 
path of immigration for weary travelers in 
search of freedom. 

She cries with silent lips, "Give me your 
tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning 

to breathe free, the wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed, to me: I lift my 
lamp beside the golden do·or." 

For one hundred years she has made this call, and the hud
dled masses have heeded, trusting the noble face that wel
comed the sojourners to Ellis Island and beyond. They sought 
freedom-a land where chains would be used to serve the 
craftsmen, not imprison souls. 

Has the shining lady's promise been kept? Are we really 
free? Today, we fear human predators when our children go 
outside to play. We wonder if a gunman lurks in the shadows 
as we walk down the street. A handshake and a promise have 
become worthless, the foolish commitment of the gullible. 
The courts have become the arbiters of life, from mammoth 
corporate takeovers to restaurant coffee spills. Trust and 
responsibility have died, and insurance has become our 
refuge, our guardian from the vultures who wait to pick clean 
the unprotected. 

We have turned to politics to mend our ills, each party 
promising to rebuild what was lost, their shining smiles giving 
us hope and then dashing it when their programs fail to meet 
even their short-sighted goals. We then vote for our next 
savior, but neither a president nor a congressman will ever 
restore the heart of our great country. 

Our nation is toiling in a morass of lost direction and 
forgotten destiny. What began as a refuge for spiritually
thirsty pilgrims, craving the community of like-minded saints, 
has transformed into a melting pot of opportunistic material
ists. We have exchanged true liberty for self-satisfaction, 
seeking one another only if it is profitable, while still living as 

ear 
by Bryan Davis 

emotional hermits. We need to be reminded of the truth. The 
image, now tarnished, in which we were created, must be 
restored. 

Jesus said, Ye are the light of the world ... Let your light 
so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven (Matt. 5:14, 16 KJV). 
The lights of the world must guide the darkened travelers to 
the safe harbor, cutting through the fog of deceitful riches and 
shining their beams on the spiritual foundation of their forefa
thers. America needs you as beacons of light. 

America needs fathers who teach their children to be hon
est and then make honorable business deals themselves at 
work. America needs mothers who correct the lips of their lit
tle ones and then hold their own tongues in the marketplace. 
America needs husbands and wives who look to serve one 
another without expectation of reward. America needs chil
dren who sympathize with those who are cruelly treated, 
rather than adding to their pain by joining their tormentors. 

America needs men of all races standing shoulder to 
shoulder, crying out with their actions and their tongues, 
''The time to hate is finished!" America needs farmers who 
look to heaven for their blessings, rather than to Washington. 
America needs politicians who seek God for approval, rather 
than a fickle electorate. America needs men, women, and chil
dren of every background, of every discipline, and of every call
ing who are ready to say, "All that I do, all that I say, and all that 
I think will be for the honor of the One who created me." 

Where are these lights? Surely there are a few, a remnant 
that beseeches the Creator for an opportunity to make a 
difference. But what have they found? Encouragement? Nay, 
ridicule. They are viewed as weak, perhaps even hypocritical, 
as the world questions their motivations, assuming they could 
never really have true purity dwelling within. Even the 
Church, the traditional bastion of spiritual freedom, has joined 
with the naysayers, compromising the truth, telling her 
children that some indiscretions are tolerable. "After all," she 
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she claimed that the store "continues to sell 
products as holy-in fact, your business 
continues to sell products as holy with said 
misinformation, proven without a shadow 
of a doubt-[ which] is deceptive advertise
ment and misrepresentation to buyers." 

Scholar Says Adapting Faith to the 
Modern World Not the Answer to 
Growing Number of Unchurched 

The number of unchurched adults is on 
the rise, causing some theologians to won
der if a generation of "mega-church" and 
"seeker-targeted" approaches is working. A 
study by the Barna Research Group found 
that almost one-third of the nation's adults 
(31 percent) can be deemed "unchurched"
a proportion that represents 60 to 65 million 
unchurched adults. (For this survey a person 
was classified as "unchurched" if he or she 
had not attended a Christian church service 
during the past six months other than a 
special event such as a wedding, funeral or 
holiday service.) 

Christianity Growing in Malaysia 
Evangelical Christians are the fastest

growing religious movement in Malaysia, 
with a total of 1.421 million Christians in the 
country, according to research presented by 
the Rev. Wong Kim Kong during a DAWN 
Strategy Conference. This means that 6.56 
percent of Malaysia's 21.665 million inhabi
tants are evangelical Christians. The study 
found 4,553 Christian churches in the 
nation, 3,113 of which can be considered 
evangelical. 

Christian Coalition Loses Tax-Exempt 
Status, Ending a Decade-Long Battle 
With the IRS 

The Christian Coalition is reorganizing 
after losing its 10-year battle to win tax
exempt status from the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS). The group will become a 
for-profit corporation known as the Christian 
Coalition International. The new group will 
be able to contribute directly to candidates 
through a political action committee. 
Meanwhile, the Texas chapter of the 
Christian Coalition, which has already been 
given tax-exempt status by the IRS, will be 
renamed Christian Coalition of America, and 
will broaden its work to include national 
distribution of candidate voter guides, as 
well as recruiting and training conservative 
political activists. 

Oregon Court of Appeals Rules in Favor 
of Church of the Nazarene Challenge 

The Oregon Court of Appeals ruled that 
an Oregon law requiring churches to pay 
unemployment compensation to dismissed 
ministers does not violate the First 
Amendment's guarantee of religious free-
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dom. Newport Church of the Nazarene 
challenged the law in 1994, claiming that it 
infringed on the church's right to decide 
whether or not a pastor had adequately 
performed his ministerial functions. The 
appeals court ruled that the law does not 
interfere with a church's decision to fire a 
pastor, and that forcing a church to pay 
unemployment compensation was only an 
incidental burden. 

Over 70,000 Teens at Michigan Rally 
Pledge to Live Lives of Honor 

While America's attention was focused 
on the murders committed by two teenage 
gunmen in Littleton, Colorado, some 
73,000 teens gathered at the Silverdome in 
Pontiac, Michigan, to pledge that they 
would live lives of honor, respecting author
ity and taking responsibility for their own 
actions. The teens were attending Teen 
Mania's Day One rally, led by Ron Luce, 
37. Participants read and signed a "Teenage 
Bill of Rights," vowing to abstain from 
premarital sex, drugs, and alcohol. 

U.S. House Votes to Allow Ten 
Commandments in School 

The U.S. House of Representatives voted 
June 17 to allow states to permit the posting 
of the Ten Commandments on government 
property and in schools. The amendment, 
approved on a 248-180 vote, was attached to 
a juvenile crime bill addressing the growing 
problem of youth violence. 

Christians in Europe Face Growing 
Government Intolerance 
Members of minority religions in Western 
Europe face increasing government restric
tions and investigations, according to testi
mony presented June 8 to the Commission 
on Security and Cooperation in Europe, 
better known as the Helsinki Commission. 
According to the Associated Baptist Press, 
participants named France, Belgium, 
Austria, Germany, and Greece as countries 
which have begun investigations into 
"dangerous sects" or restricted religious 
freedom for minority faiths. 

Majority of California Hospitals Refuse 
Abortion-on-Demand Requests 

Nearly 75 percent of California hospitals 
tum away women seeking elective abor
tions, according to a survey by an abortion 
advocacy group. The California Abortion 
and Reproductive Rights Action League 
surveyed 362 general hospitals over a four
month period and found that only five per
cent of hospitals said they would provide 
abortion services on demand. 

Evangelical Christian to Lead Germany 
Evangelical Christian, Johannes Rau, will 
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lead Germany into the new millennium as its 
president. Germany's federal assembly elected 
the 68-year-old Social Democrat to succeed 
Roman Herzog. According to the German 
news service IDEA, Rau is well-known for 
his knowledge of the Bible and often includes 
quotes from Scripture in his speeches. Rau is 
the son of an itinerant preacher from the West 
German city of Wuppertal. 

Ancient Christian Symbol Rediscovered 
on Mount Zion 

A Messianic Seal from the Christian 
church in ancient Jerusalem has been redis
covered after 2,000 years. This ancient sym
bol was found on Mount Zion. It is believed 
to have been created and used by the Jewish 
believers who called themselves Nazarenes 
in the first Messianic Church. Three compa
nies-Olim Creative Products of Tiberias, 
News About Israel (NAI) of Jerusalem, and 
Christian Floral Delivery of Colorado
jointly announced the discovery of this 
ancient symbol, which has been copyrighted 
by NAI. It consists of three separate but 
integrated symbols: a menorah at the top, a 
star of David in the middle, and a fish at the 
bottom. In each of the renditions of the 
three-part symbol the star is created by 
interlacing the stand of the menorah with 
the tail of the fish. 

Trans World Radio Identifies New 
Transmitting Site for Balkans 

Beginning in early August, millions 
more people in the troubled Balkans will be 
able to hear the life-changing message of 
hope and peace through Jesus Christ, as 
Trans World Radio (TWR) significantly 
expands its ministry to the region by broad
casting from a powerful AM transmitter in 
Grigoriopol, Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS). This strategically-located sta
tion will be the 13th primary transmitting 
site from which TWR proclaims the good 
news of Christ around the globe. Each week, 
TWR broadcasts more than 1,200 hours of 
gospel programs in over 140 languages to 
listeners in some 160 countries. 

(Note: The Wesleyan Hour is affiliated 
with TWR in international broadcasting.) 

Clinton Adds Homosexual Bar to 
National Register of Historic Places 

The Clinton Administration has placed 
the Stonewall Inn on the National Register 
of Historic Places. Police raided the 
Stonewall Inn in 1969, after reports that the 
homosexual bar was selling liquor without 
a license. A four-day riot began, led by 
homosexual activists who said the raid was 
an example of police persecution. The riot 
has gained legendary status among 
homosexual activists. 
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