




































































































Why should it be told? For one 
thing, his cause was a biblical cause. 
Every person of African heritage dur
ing America's tumultuous pre-Civil 
War period has reason to be thankful 
for persons like Orange Scott, who 
would not be silent. Secondly, his 
cause is "in the flow" of what the 
Holy Spirit is doing today. 

In recent years, God has "touched 
off' numerous revivals. The prayer 
revival and the praise revival were 
joined by a reconciliation revival. At 
the forefront of this movement was 
Coach Bill McCartney of Promise 
Keepers, in Boulder, Colorado. 
Beginning in 1991, the Promise 
Keepers' movement became a national 
phenomenon, reaching its peak in 
1996. In eight years, 3.2 million men 
attended eighty-three stadium events. 
By 1997, Promise Keepers had begun 
experiencing economic challenges, 
and attendance at their rallies dipped. 
However, Coach McCartney contin
ued to pursue his dream of reconciling 
the races, specifically whites and 
blacks in America. 

On a broader cultural scale, John 
Dawson launched a reconciliation 
ministry intended to teach one cul
ture how to affirm the uniqueness of 
another. The reconciliation move
ment encourages a ''people group" 
to discern what wrongs it has 
inflicted upon another group, and 
to ask forgiveness for those atroci
ties-even if they were done many 
years ago by previous generations. 
Perhaps the most intriguing example 
of this approach was the group of 
believers who, exactly nine hundred 
years later, visited the Moslem vil
lages traversed by the Crusaders in 
1099, in order to ask forgiveness for 
their actions. In America, the recon
ciliation movement often brings 
Americans of European descent to 
Native Americans, for the purpose of 
asking for forgiveness. One major 
reconciliation gathering was the 
"First Nations" worship celebration 
in September 1999, in San Diego. 
(See "Reconciliation: an Event and a 
Process," also in this issue of The 
Wesleyan Advocate.) "Christ's 
Church will not be truly restored 
until [reconciliation] happens among 
the peoples who originally inhabited 
the land where God had place them," 
states Richard Twiss, a Lakota Sioux 
Indian from Vancouver, Washington. 
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The reconciliation revolution, when 
genuinely infused by the Holy Spirit, 
can result in a dramatic easing of ten
sions between cultural groups that 
have harbored bitterness for years. 

I was "discipled in the faith" by 
Derric Johnson, the first staff pastor 
ever hired at Skyline (in 1957) by 
Pastor Orval Butcher. Derric came to 
our school (Miltonvale Wesleyan 
College) when I was a college fresh
man, and he became the single most 
influential male in my life, other than 
my father (although I was never in the 
state of California until I was an 
adult). He discipled me "long dis
tance." He would frequently say, "As 
believers, we have to go against the 
'flow' of culture so much of the time 
(so as not to compromise the gospel). 
Consequently, on those rare occasions 
when you can, go with the flow of 
culture for the sake of the Kingdom." 

The story of Orange Scott is one 
of the few times we, as Wesleyan 
believers, can go with the flow of cul
ture. Orange Scott's "cause" is now 
"in." It is a cause that grabs the atten
tion and respect of even those who do 
not know our Christ. It presents us 
with excellent opportunities to open 
the hearts and minds of the unbe
lieving world as to who we are and 
what we're about-thus allowing us 
an avenue to explain the spectacu
lar news of Christ. I enjoy watching 
the reaction of persons when I tell 
the story of the founder of one of the 
two "roots" of our denomination. The 
response is universal: "I never knew 
that." The story of Orange Scott chal
lenges their preconceptions that the 
Church was historically an "abuser." 
People are amazed at the stories of 
justice and truth that emanate from 
the life of Orange Scott. Even present 
day Wesleyans "hold their heads a lit
tle higher" when they hear of the 
phenomenal story of our founder. 
One of the members of my church 
board surprised me recently when he 
told me that in his business travels he 
frequently (and proudly) tells the sto
ries of the early days of his 
denomination. What is true of this 
one board member should be true for 
Wesleyans nationwide. 

In July of 1997, Skyline Wesleyan 
Church observed the 150th anniver
sary of the death of Orange Scott 
(1847). We invited an African
American choir from a nearby 
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church to share the day with us. As 
I preached, I told the story of our 
founder, along with the practical 
application of his crusade today: the 
elimination of racism. I shared the 
account of a tragic moment of 
racism which occurred late in the 
Azusa Street Revival (which had orig
inally been integrated), which lasted 
for three and a half years in Los 
Angeles, from 1906 to 1909. 
Someone stated, in an ordination ser
vice that "black hands should not be 
placed on a white head." This state
ment, and the views behind such a 
statement, created a deep divide 
between blacks and whites in denomi
nations that were spawned by that 
revival. Cueing from the statement 
regarding "black hands" and a "white 
head," I concluded my sermon that 
day by saying, "I do believe that white 
hands should, following the New 
Testament standard of servanthood, 
wash black feet." I called an African
American gentleman from the 
congregation. (I had obtained his per
mission before the service.) I asked 
him to come sit on the platform. 
Slowly, I removed his shoes and 
socks, and began to wash his feet, 
using the towel and basin on the 
platform. At first, I felt uncomfort
able. Not because we were of different 
races, but because it feels so awkward 
to wash someone else's feet. However, 
I continued. And I took my time. I did 
not rush. People began to weep. All 
over the auditorium, people-white 
and black-reached for handkerchiefs 
and Kleenex. I had explained that I 
(as a white) was doing this as an act 
of repentance for what whites had 
done to blacks in the past, and for the 
racism that we sometimes feel in our 
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snuggling and playing that made 
him an exception. 

Jan's father had warned her that 
the sale day would come. A full
grown Scottie could never be of 
any use to them; he must be sold 
this year so they could get a 
return on their investment. 
Besides, they needed all the pens 
in the barn for next year's lambs. 
Her father was firm. He'd buy her 
a horse as a pet if she wanted, but 
Scottie had to go to the fair with 
the others. 

Friday night, I rode with the 
clan to the fair, to see the sale. 
They thought I was kidding when 
I said I'd never been to a fair
grounds. For miles in every 
direction the traffic was jammed, 
and we sat for half an hour, inch
ing our way closer to the lights. 
We could see the Ferris wheel 
twirling, the high-flying airplanes 
spinning, and the oversized cups 
on multi-colored saucers franti
cally circling. 

We parked the car, and for an 
hour or so went our separate 
ways-my aunt and uncle went to 
the auction, while I went to see the 
sights. Row upon row of chance 
games with prizes galore. Stuffed 
Pink Panthers, yellow Pooh Bears. 
Any piece of glassware your dime 
landed on. A chance to see the 
world's largest horse. Lights. 
Noise. Long lines. 

I headed back past the animal 
stalls, toward the auction barn. For 
some unexplained reason, the 
strong aroma arising from the pig 
pens was that of baby powder. One 
square-bodied black steer swished 
its tail, oblivious of tomorrow's 
fate. The lambs, having been 
feverously brushed and groomed 
for their impending show, 
seemed nervous with the atten
tion and commotion. 
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I saw Jan leading a white lamb 
out of the stall and to the end of 
the line of children and teenagers 
standing astraddle squirming 
lambs. The wooly sheep all looked 
the same to me, although some 
had won blue ribbons, some red 
ribbons, and one was a County 
Grand Champion. 

As they waited in the line lead
ing to the auction floor, the other 
kids frantically brushed the backs 
of their lambs. Jan brushed slowly 
and deliberately as a mother might 
braid her daughter's hair on the 
first day of kindergarten, ceremo
niously savoring the last minutes 
of carefree life. I knew the lamb 
must be Scottie, and I wondered if 
she would be able to go through 
with the sale as if it were any other 
of the flock. 

I walked away to let her grieve 
privately. 

I spotted my aunt, who was 
seated with the bidders. Sitting by 
her, I was fascinated by the auc
tioneer and the quick signals of the 
two men watching the crowd for 
nodding heads and raised fingers. 
To most of the audience, the auc
tioneer's words were more than a 
jumble of syllables; I simply 
caught the upward drift of price 
and the final "Sold at $1.00 a 
pound" as the lamb was led off the 
showroom floor. 

Jan was next. She led out a per
fect white lamb and squatted at its 
side, her arm firmly draped across 
its neck. The statistics were read: 
"One hundred and eight pounds, 
shown by Janice Lightcap, daugh
ter of Karl Lightcap." 

"That's Scottie," my aunt whis
pered. "Will you look at poor Jan? 
She's being so strong." Jan seemed 
intent upon keeping the lamb from 
wiggling out of her control. Her 
left hand nervously stroked the top 
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of his head. 
Bidding began at 60¢ a pound 

and moved quickly to $1.00. I 
couldn't see who the contenders 
were. They were behind me. It 
kept rising to $1.08 ... $1.09 ... 
$1.10 ... sold at $1.10 to Jack 
Bence. 

I could see Jan's face clearly 
from where I was sitting, and I've 
never seen such a quick change of 
expression. The tense "I know I 
have to do this, but I sure don't 
want to" look fell from her face 
and was replaced with a surprised, 
grateful smile. Her uncle had 
bought Scottie and had saved 
him, at least temporarily, from the 
butcher's knife. 

The next day was Jan's tenth 
birthday, and that evening there 
was a big family get-together. The 
fair was still the topic of conversa
tion. The Lightcaps had done well, 
their lambs having won some top 
prizes and brought top prices. 
Before Jan arrived, the adults qui
etly asked each other what would 
become of useless Scottie, now 
that his price had been paid. 
Would Jan be allowed to keep him 
when the pen space was at such a 
high premium? 

Jan arrived at her own birthday 
party late, but skipping down the 
long driveway. "Dad said yes," she 
announced. "My birthday present 
is that we can keep Scottie. That's 
the best present I've ever had. 
Thank you, Uncle Jack. Thank 
you!" 

The best present ... a lamb's 
price had been paid. It sounded 
familiar. It sounded like love had 
paid the price and saved a little 
sheep's life. 

Redeemed! I think that's the 
Bible word for it. • 

Evelyn Bence is an educator and freelance 
writer living in Arlington, VA. 
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Jackson, Ted, 90 
March 27, 2000 

Ted Jackson, son of David and Pearl 
(Roberts) Jackson, was born May 18, 
1909, at Kansas City, MO, and departed 
this life on March 27, 2000. Ted moved 
to the Ringwood, OK area with his par
ents in 1913, where he and his parents 
farmed. 

As a boy, he attended a Methodist 
church, but after moving to the farm, he 
became involved at the Little New Hope 
Wesleyan Church, which he later joined. 
Ted taught the high school Sunday 
school class, was Sunday school superin
tendent and church treasurer for 25 years. 

On September 2, 1943, he was united in 
marriage to Lavina Mitchell, in Bristow, 
OK. His cousin, Oliver Webb, performed 
the ceremony. Ted and Lavina were parents 
to three children: Paul Dean, Mary Etta, and 
Lillian Pearl. 

Ted was preceded in death by his 
parents and Lillian, his two-month old 
daughter. He leaves to mourn his passing: 
his wife, Lavina; son, Paul Dean (Deborah), 
Ringwood; and daughter, Mary Etta, 
Bartlesville, OK. There are four grandchil
dren and five great grandchildren. 

Lynch, Arlene Elizabeth, 90 
May 20, 2000 

Arlene Elizabeth Lynch passed away 
on May 20, at Glen Dale, WV. She was 
born March 31, 1910, to Robert J. and 
Mildred Dorr Rothwell, in Syracuse, NY. 

She served as a public schoolteacher 
in NY, ID, and FL. Arlene also taught at 
Allentown Bible College (PA) and 
Kernersville Bible College (NC). She 
met Rev. Cyrus R. Lynch at Asbury 
Theological Seminary (Wilmore, KY), 
and they were married on September 17, 
1955. She served with her husband in 
pastorates in Spirit Lake, ID; Crestview, 
FL (both in the Pilgrim Holiness Church), 
and in Lynn Haven, FL (The Wesleyan 
Church). Arlene retired from teaching 
in 1985. 

She was preceded in death by her 
parents; her husband, Cy; and a brother, 
Robert Rothwell. She is survived by her 
sis_ter'."in-law,. Jessie Lynch Lannan, Glen 
Dale; a half-brother, Stuart Rothwell, 

. M.elbourne, FL; a half-sister, Jane 
Haaxma, Ann )4-bor; MI; and a sister-in
law, Luverne IWtil\vell,<Tyaskkin, MD. 
· 1]te.re are sever,J.:.me~s and nephews. 
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Macumber, Rev. Edwin E., 81 
May 31, 2000 

On May 31, 2000, Rev. Edwin E. 
Macumber went home to be with His 
Lord. "Pastor Mac," as he was fondly 
known, was born on April I, 1919, in 
Manchester, NY. 

He married Martha Jane Dubler on 
February 6, 1942. The couple had one 
daughter, Roberta, and one son, Roy. Mac 
and Jane served Wesleyan churches in the 
Central New York District for a span of 
forty years. These churches included 
Shady Grove, Odessa, Wallace, Rome, 
and Canandaigua. Mac retired in 1987, but 
returned to Canandaigua Wesleyan in 1990, 
to serve as pastor of congregational care, 
where he was named their Pastor Emeritus. 
He retired again in 1997, and remained 
active, serving in senior adult and nursing 
home ministries, until poor health made it 
impossible for him to continue. 

After the death of Jane, Mac married 
Ruth Dutton on May l 0, 1997, with 
whom he shared the last three years of 
his life and ministry. 

Overholt, Rev. Claude Addison, 83 
April 20, 2000 

Rev. Claude Addison Overholt, Cadillac, 
Ml, went to meet his Savior on April 20, 
2000. He was born April 26, 1916, in 
Merrill, Ml, to Clarence and Grace 
Overholt. He married Doris Bellen in 
Merrill, July 19, 1946. 

He enlisted in the Army in 1944, serving 
in eight campaigns as a medic. FoJlowing 
the war, he entered Bible Holiness Seminary 
in Owosso, MI, where he received a degree 
in Theology and accepted a call to the 
Pilgrim Holiness church in Toronto, KS. For 
the next 42 years he pastored churches in 
KS, including Big Bow, Topeka, Lamont, 
and Wichita. After the merge of the Pilgrim 
Holiness Church and the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church, he was involved in a 
church plant in Wichita, which became 
Grace Wesleyan. In 1991, the Overholts 
retired to Cadillac. 

Claude was preceded in death by his 
parents; two brothers, Russell and Ross; 
and a sister, Alice Griffith. He is survived 
by his wife, Doris; daughters: Avis 
(Jack) Ward, Cadillac; Rebecca (James) 
Sch'1!artzkopf, Henderson, Ml; sons: Paul, 
Oakley, MI; and John (Deanna), Wichita; 
brother: Emerson, Port Huron, MI; and 
sisters: Evelyn (C. Rod) Erfourth, 
Cadillac; and Yvonne Abernathy, Flint, 
Ml ffhere are five granddaughters and 

-- ~n~~dson. · · 
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Sickler, Rev. D. Paul, 83 
May 31, 1999 

Rev. D. Paul Sickler, Canon City, CO, 
passed away on May 31, 1999. He was 
born in Edmond, CO, July 18, 1915, to 
Lee and Lenora Sickler. 

Paul received his ministerial education 
at Colorado Springs Bible School and 
pastored churches in Western KS and 
Eastern CO. He was ordained in the 
Pilgrim Holiness Church in 1944. Paul 
and his wife worked at the Pilgrim 
Holiness Church Headquarters, Indian
apolis, IN, from 1945-1947. In 1965, he 
retired from the ministry and moved to 
Canon City, where he continued to be a 
master carpenter until his death. 

On September 11, 1941, he was united 
in marriage to Edna Eyman in Big Bow, 
KS. Born to this union were three chil
dren: Marvin, Bartlesville, OK; Leland, 
Canon City; and Rita, Haysville, KS. 

Paul was preceded in death by his 
parents and one brother. Survivors 
include his wife, Edna, his three children, 
six grandchildren, two sisters, and 
numerous nieces and nephews. 

Whitney, Ina Muri, 96 
May 23, 2000 

Ina Muri Whitney, daughter of Alex 
and Alice Cyr Whaiser, was born in Clay 
County, KS, June 17, 1903. She passed 
to her eternal home on May 23, 2000. Ina 
was united in marriage to Homer Lloyd 
Whitney on July 16, 1924, and they were 
parents to eleven children. 

She was a member of the F.C. HiH 
Memorial Wesleyan Church, Miltonvale, 
KS, and served on the local board for 
sometime. 

Preceding Ina in death were her hus
band, Lloyd, and two sons: John Paul 
and Norman-all who died tragically in 
1952. A daughter, Esther Berniece, died 
in 1936, and a son, Lloyd Jr., died in 
1979. She was also preceded in death by 
three brothers and two sisters. 

Survivors include a son: Keith (Ann), 
Salina; and six daughters: Winifred 
(Mark) Payne, Topeka; Shirley Briner, 
Wichita; June (Orio) Jantz, Prescott, AZ; 
Beth (Duane) Dyer,· Derby, K.S;:Rutb· 
(Tom)'Smith, Miltonvale; Pat (Rodney) · 
Spatz,Mulvane, KS; 23 grandchildren 
and numerous great ~dcbilqren~ She is 
also s\itVived;~y- a darigh~r-in;faw,: · 
Lore~3,P~tzold. . 
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