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A D V O C A T E 

l praise you 

because I am f earfally 

and wonderfally made. 

-Psalm 139:14 



Therefore go and make disciples of all nations .. . 
-Matthew 28:1 9 

What does it mean to become a Christian? Grow in faith? Increase in spiritual maturity? 

Knowing Christ: believing 
Will firmly ground new Christians in their 
walk of faith. This easy-to-read yet powerful 
book teaches the basics of prayer, holy living, 
worship, stewardship, salvation, and the 
authority of the Bible. BKB908 

Connecting to Christ: belo11gi1tg 
Discipleship and membership are the featured 
topics of this book. It teaches the biblical basis 
for membership, the importance of the local 
church, four theological terms describing The 
Wesleyan Church, spiritual gifts, and member
ship opportunities and categories. BKB910 
BKB972 Leader's Guide $6.99 

Growing In Christ: becoming 
An excellent resource to strengthen a believer's 
spiritual formation, teaching a biblical world
view, stewardship, spiritual disciplines, the 
Trinity, and core biblical beliefs. BKB909 

Reflecting Christ: being 
The culmination of the series centers on 
points vital to mature believers: the Lordship 
of Christ, God's will, social issues, servant 
leadership, family values, the meaning of 
key Bible passages, suffering, and spiritual 
warfare. BKB911 
Available February 2003. 
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NEW! 
The Building Faith Series guides believers 

in the Christian walk-launching new 

converts on the li fe-changing journey 

of discipleship. New believers will 

comfortably grasp the basics in 

Knowing Christ, and the depth of teachin 

and the disciplines of journaling, praye, 

and scripture memorization will challen~ 

those fu rther along the road of faith. 

Each volume builds the believer to a 

new level of maturity. 

Builafii The Building Faith Series is '~ 
excellent for Sunday school LLI.1 I 
classes, discipleship groups, ' ~ 
mentoring and accountabil ity groups, ' 
one-on-one study, or membership classes! 

Only $8. 99 each! 

Order today! 
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by Norman G. Wilson, General Editor 

A Small Step 
ora Giant Leap? 

B
ill Gates said, "The Wright Brothers created the single 
greatest cultural force since the invention of writing. 
The airplane became the first World Wide Web

bringing people, languages, ideas, and values together." 
For centuries, men longed to fly like the birds. ln 1903, 

it became a reality. Our ancestors looked up at the moon 
and dreamed of worlds beyond their reach. In 1969, when 
Neil Armstrong took what he called "one small step for 
man, but a giant leap for mankind," and sank ms boots 
into the dust of the moon's surface, the unreachable had 
been reached; the unthinkable had been attained; the 
undo-able was done. The progress of the last half of the 
twentieth century was greater than that 

three-story building," said to be capable of storing infor
mation about every man, woman, and child in the world. 
Surely it must be an instrument of the Antichr ist. 

No one can deny that many inventions have been used 
as instruments of Satan, to accomplish evil purposes. For 
example, there is much about television that troubles any
one with a moral conscience. But we must make a 
distinction between the instrument itself and its use for 
good or for evil. The same kind of satellite broadcasting 
system which makes it possible to pipe pornograpmc 
movies and filth directly into the fami ly rooms of mi llions 
of homes, can also be used to proclaim the gospel of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. The computer, which 
may be an instrument of Orwellian of the previous nineteen centuries 

combined. The fa ult lies in the "big brother" imagery, may be the 
most useful tool for gathering, storing, 
and di sseminating information ever 
invented. The knowledge of atomic 
energy resulted in a weapons system 

If this age is nothing else, it cer
tainly is revolutionary. Science and 
technology have turned the way we 
work, play, travel-even the way we 
worsmp-upside down. I am, by 
nature, a rather nostalgic person. I 
enjoy history. Our house is pattially 
furnished with antiques. But no mat
ter how deep my appreciation for 
the past, I can't live in it. Even those 
who reject all of the gadgetry of new 

hearts of sinful men 
who could have just as 

well turned that that has brought our world to the brink 
of ann ihilation, but that is not the fault 
of atomic energy. The fault lies in the 
hearts of sinful men who could have just 
as well turned that knowledge into a 
resource for the good of all mankind. 

knowledge into a 
resource for the good 

of all mankind. 

inventions cannot be unaffected by them. 
In 1875, the director of the United States Patent Office 

sent in his resignation and advised that ms depattment be 
closed . He claimed there was nothing left to invent! Such 
shortsightedness seems silly to us now. But the number 
of inventions from 1875 until now will pale into insignifi
cance when compared with the next decade or two. 

Someone has said, "All change is not growth; all 
movement is not progress." I am not particularly con
cerned about the changes introduced by science and 
technology. Nearly every discovery of science and every 
new invention of technology have, at their introduction, 
been met with suspicion and fear. Can you remember 
when television was considered an invention of the Devil? 
In fact, it was dubbed "devilvision." In an earlier day, the 
radio was denounced in the same way. Not long ago, we 
were warned of a computer in Denmark, " the size of a 

In other words, the advancements of 
technology- machines, printed circuits, microchips, wires 
and screens, metal and plastic- have no moral value of 
their own. They only reflect the moral judgments of 
those who use them. 

The discoveries of science and the advancements in 
technology of just the last decade have profound implica
tions in both the effectiveness and the urgency of our 
ministry. There are no longer any unreachable people or 
any inaccessible comers of the globe. Could it be that God 
has placed within our hands the very means by wmch the 
world is being prepared for our Lord's return? When Jesus 
said, "This gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all 
the world as a witness to all nations, and then the end will 
come," that seemed as impossible as walking on the moon. 

The only decision left is whether we will take the 
proverbial one small step for mankind and a promis
sory giant leap for the Kingdom. • 
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The Task 
FoPee 

A 
local newspaper reported the 
appointment of a state task force 
to investigate why the state's 

family and social services agency 
failed to report the deaths of over 
50 children. Over a span of four 
years, their deaths from mistreat
ment have not been acknowledged. 
Missing statistical blips on some 
bureaucratic monitor? No. These 
were souls firs t formed in the heart 
of the One who birthed the planets. 
And be sure, He didn ' t miss the 
count. He was both in the delivery 
room and at the graveside. 

Li fe is so precious to Hirn that He 
would willingly offer His own for 
the sake of another. Can His follow
ers be any less concerned? More 
than a task force, we need a whole 
generation who will set themselves 
to the task of fighting for the life of 
the one previous, or the one to come. 

In this issue, you' ll find encour
agement as you read about the 
practical outreach of "The Elizabeth 
Horne." We've also added a thought
provoking ruticle that addresses how 
men are often affected by abortion 
and its aftermath. And the article on 
post-abortion healing serves well as 
our ministry article this time around . 

ln continuing recognition of the 
sacredness of life, The Wesleyan 
Church has designated January 26 
as "Sanctity of Life Sunday." 
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The Sanctity 
of Life -,; •'1Jt 4:' ., :: .. : .. ~ .· 

' -~ More Than Words 
~~- -\ .. . r . ..,,. by Larry E. Freels 

We are making 
a difference
one life at a time. 

T
he Elizabeth Home is a serv
ice to pregnant teens that 
truly puts feet to our theol
ogy, and action to our 

passion. The Wesleyan Church is doing 
more than giving lip service to our deep 
convictions about the sanctity of life. 
Abortion drives a sword to the very 
heart of our biblical understanding con
cerning God and His creation of all 
human life. The killing must stop. God 
forbid that this awful destruction of our 
innocent babies continue as a way of 
life for our great country. 

We should not, however, be naive to 
the fact that- for many expectant teens
abortion is the only " logical" th ing to 
do. Their options are limited, at best. In 
most instances the biological father is 
absent and will not be a pan of the child 's 
life or share the expenses. Many of the 
girls are living in poverty, homeless
ness, rejection, or prostitution. Every 
situation is void of a loving network of 
friends, fami ly, or church to pick up the 
pieces. As a result, the young mother 
often chooses abortion as the only 
r~sonable and mana_geable way to 

deal with her pregnancy. In fact, most 
of them be lieve abortion is wrong; how
ever, given the situation and the desperate 
feeling of "no other way out," it can be 
understood how, to them, an abortion 
seems like a reasonable choice. 

Jt is into these kinds of hopeless and 
destitute situations that The Elizabeth 
Home ministry otf ers a viable "way 
out." A pregnant teen finds unconditional 
love wrapped in the non-judgmental atti
tude of The Elizabeth Home staff as they 
share the good news that God has a plan 
for her life and for the life of her unborn 
baby. This is the right thing to do. The 
Wesleyan Church is making a difference. 

This month, we will remember 
"Sanctity of Life Sunday" (January 
26). This is a time of reflection and 
prayer regarding ways we can promote 
sanctity of life in our society. As a mem
ber of The Wesleyan Church, I hope you 
will take pride in the fact that we are 
"really" taking some giant steps toward 
making a very tangible difference in the 
life of the unborn. Your prayers and sup
port for th is ministry are appreciated. 

We are making a difference-one 
life at a time. • 

The Elizabeth Home is a minisu·y of Hephzibah 
Children's Home located in Macon, GA. Larry 

E. Freels serves as Director of Hephzibah. 

Free material and infom1ation about The Elizabeth 
Home ministry is available by calling 478.477.3383 
or E-mailing Sd1111ca11@Hephzibah.com. Dr. Janies 
Dobson's organization, Focus on the Family, also 
has available material to help promote this day. 



M ichael "Chico" Goff was an 
honor student and a talented 
athlete headed for the pros 
in baseball when a knock 

on his ~oor the summer after high school 
graduat10n changed his life. It was his 
girlfriend. She was pregnant. 

Chico d id what many in his situation 
have done-he convinced her to get an 
abortion. "Neither of us wanted to has
sle with parenting," he explains. "But I 
was the one who felt stronger about it. 
S_o I di~ what I thought was the respon
sible thmg to do: I took her down to the 
clinic, and she had the abortion." 

It wasn' t unti l the following fall that 
the impact of what he had done crashed 
down on Chico. " I would walk into a 
~ ocery sto re and hear a baby crying, and 
1t ';ould totaJiy spook me." Ultimately, 
gmlt and shame led Chico to seek 
counsel from a local pastor, where he 
learned about God's forgiveness and 
became a Christian. 

Another man was faced with the same 
situation when someone knocked on his 
door. "I was about 24 years o ld when I 
began a re la~onship with a woman at 
work," Don'" said. "The relationship fell 
apart, but a few weeks after it ended she 
informed me she was pregnant." ' 
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by Elaine Minamide 

When Don, who had backs lidden 
from his faith, learned she was consider
ing abortion, he protested. "I was in 
sales at the time, and I used every sales 
tactic I had ever learned to persuade her 
not to go through with it." Don lost the 
battle. Though he refused to pay for the 
procedure or even accompany her to the 
clinic, he agreed to pick her up after
wards. When he was drivino her home 

0 ' 

they were both traumatized by the 
sight of a mother at a bus stop, hold
ing a newborn. 

ln both cases, the men initially felt a 
sense of relief, fo llowed quickly by 
regret, sorrow, and conviction. Both are 
permanently scarred. 

They've been called forgotten fathers. 
Their g rief is not validated by a society 
that paradoxically demands accountabil
ity from the deadbeat dad but scorns the 
one who wants his child to li ve. 

"Abortion rewrites the ru les of mas
cul inity," says Dr. Vincent Rue, one of 
the nation 's leading psychologists in 
post-abortion issues. "Whether or not the 
male was involved in the abortion deci
sion, his inability to function in a 
socially prescribed manner leaves him 
wounded and confused." Society is not 
sympathetic to abortion survivors in 
general (post-abortion syndrome is 
still not recognized by the American 
Psychiatric Association), and men are 
virtually ignored when it comes to abor
tion. Men are bypassed leoally as well. 
" 0 Most men do not realize unti l they face 
a problem pregnancy that they have been 
str ipped of all legal recourse to protect 
their unborn child," says Wayne 
Brauning, fou nder of Men's Abortion 
Recovery Ministries in Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. ' 

Post-abortion 
Men and the Church 

The Church is not imm une to the rav
ages of abortion. Warren Will iams 
founder of Fathers and Brothers in' 
Boulder, Colorado, says the incidence of 
abortion inside the Church and outside is 
vi1tually identical. And the impact is sub
stantial. "Proverbs 28: 17 says that a man 
tormented by the gu ilt of murder will be 
a fugitive until death," Williams says. 
"When you' re involved in an abortion 
you exhibit fugitive behavior-runnin~ 
hid ing, iimori no covexino up" "'' - e,, e, . 

What prevents men from dealino with 
. 0 

past abortions? 

Until men begin 
to acknowledge 
that abortion has 
damaged their lives 
and do something 
about it, fami lies, 
the Church, 
and society will 
continue to suffer. 

First, men often don't know they 
are suffering. Symptoms of post-abor
tion stress seem unrelated to the abortion 
itself: inabili ty to form trusting relation
ships, difficulty bondino with children 

0 ' 

anger, risk-taking, depression, suicidal 
feelings, panic attacks, addictions. 
Psychotherapist Jim Benefield says it 
can take up to IO years before men make 
the connection between their unhealthy 
behavior and an abortion. 

Second, talking about abortion isn't 
easy. "It was very tough for me to go 
back and revisit the abortion," Chico said. 
Williams, of Fathers and Brothers, says 
that men need to know that they can talk 
about d1eir emotions freely in a safe envi
ronment before they'll come forward. 
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Third, pastors are often unwilling 
to confront the issue directly. Yvonne 
Wagner, a crisis pregnancy center vol
unteer, discovered this when she began 
calling area churches to offer her serv
ices as a post-abort ion counselor. Out of 
100 pastors she contacted, only two felt 
her services were necessary. 

Stepping Out of Denial 
For a man to heal from an abortion 

he must: 

•Be motivated-Psychotherapist 
Benefield says this is the first step 
toward healing. 
•Grieve- "Men are conditioned not to 
show their feelings," says Pete Palmer, 
who after 25 years still recalls the pain 
of his girlfriend 's abortion. "But even 
though we' re males, we have to cry. We 
won't make any progress beyond that 
until we can say, 'Yes, I've lost some
body who's dear to me."' 
•Forgive-It took two years before 
Chico fully grasped what he had done 
and accepted God 's fo rgiveness. 
Fi nding forgiveness from God, then 
learning to forgive those involved in 
the abortion is vital. 
•Reconcile-Though most relationships 
end following abortion, many men seek 
some sort of reconciliation with those 
involved. Chico and Don each contacted 
hi s former girlf1iend and apologized for 
his role. 
•Seek closure- Many men acknowl
edge their aborted child for the first 
time by naming or writing letters to the 
child. One father purchased a grave
stone and had it placed in a cemetery. 

Acceptance doesn' t come easily. 
Last year at Father 's Day, for example, 
when fathers at his church were 
asked to stand and be recognized, 
Chico remained seated. "I thought 
about standing," he said. "I am a father. 
My child would be about 13 by now. 
But I didn't. I don ' t know why. Maybe 
people wouldn ' t understand." 

Until men begin to acknowledge that 
abortion has damaged their lives and do 
something about it, families, the Church, 
and society will continue to suffer. • 

Elaine Minamide, from 
Focus on rhe Family magazine, Jan. 1999 

* name withheld 

TWA I January 2003 

It is a little-known fact that Planned 
Parenthood of New York City offered free 
"complete reproductive health care," 
including abortions, at its New York sites, in 
the wake of the attack on the World Trade 
Center on September 11 , 2001 . 

Focus on the Family reports that 
Planned Parenthood affiliates nationwide 
are distributing condoms in red, white, and 
blue packaging. 

Indiana Right to Life 

"In no sane country are women and their 
own children assumed to be mortal enemies; 
any culture that so assumes is slowly com
mitting suicide." 

Frederica Matthewes-Green, Lifeline 
Current Thoughts & Trends 

Despite being inundated with sex educa
tion and contraception, more and more 
teenage girls throughout the world are getting 
pregnant. According to the United Nations 
affiliate UNICEF, each year 1.25 million girls 
between the ages of 15 and 19 become preg
nant. Of those, one in three has an abortion. 

Of developed nations, the United States 
claims the highest number of teenage abor
tions, with over 52,000 each year. The United 
Kingdom is second with nearly 31,000, fol
lowed by New Zealand with almost 30,000. 

Following those leaders are Austria 
(14,000), Germany (13,100), and Norway 
(12,400). At the bottom of the list are 
Switzerland (5,500), Japan (4,500), and 
South Korea (2,900). 

Idea News Agency reported that in 
Germany, "The number of teenage births 
and abortions has risen sharply within 
the last years. More than 7,000 girls gave 
birth in the year 2000-45% more than in 
1998." Abortions rose by 20% within one 
year to 6,909. According to Germany's 
Federal Statistics Office, five percent of 
all recorded abortions in that country are 
performed on teenagers. 

www.evangelical-press.com 

Communist officials ordered China's Huaiji 
region to produce 20,000 abortions and steril
izations by the end of December 2002. The 
crackdown came just weeks after China was 
awarded the 2008 Olympic Games. 

Most of the abortions were done forcibly 
on low-income women by China's "Family 
Planning Association," which conducted 
forced abortions as late as eight months into 
pregnancy. 

Time Magazine 

The American College of Physicians, 
the United States' second largest medical 
organization behind the American Medical 
Association, has joined the AMA in officially 
opposing physician-assisted suicide. 

"We must 
be wary of 
those who are 
too willing to 
end the lives of 
the elderly and 
the ill. If we ever 
decide that a poor 
quality of life justifi 
ending that life, we 
have taken a step 
down a slippery slope 

Reuters Press 

that places all of us in danger. There is a 
difference between allowing nature to take 
its course and actively assisting death. The 
call for euthanasia surfaces in our society 
periodically, as it is doing now under the 
guise of 'death with dignity."' 

C. Everett Koop, M.D., 
former Surgeon General of the United States 



G E N E R A L 

(l 10 r) Thomas E. Armiger, 
Earle L. Wilson, David W Holdren 

I was deeply moved. In a magnificent 
Lutheran church in Oslo, No,way, on 
September 18, 2002, Methodists and 
Lutherans gathered to celebrate the 

awarding of the World Methodist Peace 
Prize to Boris Trajkovski, President of 
Macedonia. In 1991, Macedonia received 
its independence from Yugoslavia, and 
Mr. Trajkovski was elected President of 
the newly-formed democratic country. 
As Executive Director of the World 
Methodist Council, Dr. George Turner 
read the inscription on the peace award 
and made further comments, speaking of 
Mr. Trajkovski's courage, convictions, 
and character. It was no small task- in 
that part of the world that has experienced 
such political anarchy, terrorism, and suf
fering-to bring a nation to democratic 
principles, free elections, and personal 
enterprise. 

The response of President Trajkovski 
took me totally by surprise. Standing tall 
before all the guests gathered, including 
the Prime Minister of Norway and many 
political leaders from the area, he began 
by saying, "You have spoken of my 
courage, my convictions, my character ... 
you need to know that I was nothing 
until one day I met Jesus Christ. He 
came into my life and whatever I am today, 
I am because Christ lives within me." His 
testimony continued for many minutes. 
The whole assembly of religious and polit
ica.l leaders was stunned, surprised, and 
many of us thrilled by the plain, clear, 
strong testimony of the President of 
Macedonia. This man from Macedonia is a 
Christian-a lay preacher providing coura
geous leadership for his ancient land. 
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The Man From 
ace oni1 

Obviously, my mind went back to 
another " man from Macedonia." We 
read about him in Acts, chapter 16, 
beginning with verse six. On one of his 
missionary journeys with Silas, Timothy, 
and Luke, the Apostle Paul was attempt
ing to visit the churches in Asia Minor, 
but the Spirit of God prevented him 
from doing so. Then he wished to go to 
Bithynia, but that door too was closed. 
Instead, at Troas, Paul had the vision of 
the man from Macedonia saying, "Come 
over to Macedonia and help us." 

Compelled to read that vision story 
agai n, I was reminded that the book of 
Acts is careful to point out how each 
fresh step in the extension of the 
Church's work was directed and com
manded by Christ Himself. Philip 
received a very specific word from the 
Lord to ·~oin himself' to the chariot of 
the Ethiopian statesman. Peter, on the 
housetop in Joppa, looking over the waters 
of the Mediterranean Sea, had a vision of 
the great sheet, knit at the four comers. 
And now, Paul , looking over a narrower 
sea, the Aegean, bas the vision of the man 
from Macedonia. Two leadership princi
ples emerged as I read the old story again. 

The first leadership principle is 
CONSULTATION AND CAREFUL 
CONSIDERATION. Paul bad no doubt 
that this was a true vision and not a 
mere dream. Wisely, however, he did 
not make up his own mind himself. He 
called the three men who were with 
him-Timothy, Silas, and Luke- and, 
together, they discussed this vision. 
They set the various facts side by side. 
They made reference to the hindrances 

q_y .. E~rle L. Wilson 

The response of 
President Trajkovski 
took me totally 
by surprise. 

they faced in going to Asia Minor or to 
Bithynia . They made note of the only 
road open to them-across the sea to 
Macedonia. Having considered both the 
hi ndrances and the stimuli, they came to 
the conclusion that the two together 
were saying to them: "Go across the sea 
and preach the Word there." 

Impulses are not enough in Christian 
work. A strong impulse may be a tempta
tion from the Devil, or it may be a call 
from God. People who act solely on 
impulses, no matter how well meaning, 
might be making a terrible mistake. There 
are practical considerations in Christian 
leadership. Christian leaders must bring 
common sense to bear upon their leader
ship. We do not want less zeal, but we 
want to bring to that zeal calm reason, 
open-eyed consideration of circumstances 
all around, and to make sure that we are 
not palming our wishes upon God and 
then calling them His providence. It is 
good for us to find some Timothy and 
Silas and Luke to talk with about our 
course of action, and never be above tak
ing advice from such brothers and sisters. 
How consistent this is with our Leadership 
Development Journey. Across the Church, 
ministers are meeting in small mentoring 
groups. In those cluster groups they share 
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their concerns and seek advice from others 
to determine what God is saying today and 
how God is leading. 

The second leadership principle is 
IMMEDIATE SUBMISSION. 
"Inm1ediately" they endeavored to go to 
Macedonia. When, as Christian leaders, 
we have determined how God is leading, 
it is imperative that we immediately 
respond. Delayed obedience is the 
brother, if not the father, of disobedience. 
To delay, when we know the path to take, 
may mean lack of conviction, indolence, 
lack of fervor, or resistance to one's duty. 
We have no time to waste. There is a 
great deal of evidence in the world to 
suggest the time is short. "The fields are 
white unto harvest." This is not a time for 
the Church to be satisfied with the status 
quo. Rather, it is time for us to be up and 
doing. God is at work in the world in 
powerful and new ways. Let us catch the 
new wind of the Spirit and move, with 
haste, in the direction God is leading. 

We know that by Paul and his associ
ates obeying, with haste, the call of the 
Spirit to take the gospel to the most pro
gressive quarter of the world (Europe), 
the western world as we know it today is 
largely Christian. Paul probably did not 
fully anticipate that two thousand years 
later, a new man from Macedonia would 
emerge as the President of that ancient 
land-a man named Boris Trajkovski. 
And because Paul obeyed the vision so 
long ago, this new man from Macedonia 
has come to know Christ and now leads 
Macedonia, from the posture of a 
Christian seeking to know and to do the 
will of Christ. 

• May each of us be as sensitive to the 
Spirit of God leading us today ... 

• May we be wise enough to consult 
with others before we move forward 
alone, and . .. 

• May we "move with haste" to do 
God's will in our time, as Paul and his 
associates did in their time. • 
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LDJ 
Update 

The Leadership Development Journey is an initiate 
of The Wesleyan Church that is designed to 
increase the effectiveness of ministerial and 

lay leadership and to increase the health of local 
churches. The implementation of peer ministerial 
mentoring groups has become the first step of the 
journey. To date, 23 districts report the formation of 
17 4 groups. Some groups have begun to meet, with 
others planning to begin after the first of the New Year. 

Mentoring groups is an idea that is being enthusi
astically received by pastors. Spontaneously, districts 
are structuring groups to meet the needs and 
requests of a variety of ministry assignments. Groups 
are being formed for senior/solo pastors, staff minis
ters, ethnic ministers, bi-vocational pastors, women in 
ministry, chaplains, retired ministers, seminary stu
dents, LBA Vice-chairs, and district superintendents. 

We Need Each Other. 
Peer groups provide opportunities for pastors to 

build meaningful relationships with other ministers; to 
pray for and support each other; to learn how to do 
ministry better with others and from others; and to be 
accountable to others for personal and professional 
growth goals. They provide times for pastors to catch 
a fresh vision for their ministry and to experience the 
joy and benefits of interdependent relationships. 

Interdependence is such an exciting concept. 
Many pastors feel isolated from other pastors. Without 
intention, pastors may compare and compete with 
other pastors. LDJ emphasizes what we know but 
sometimes do not practice-we really do need 
each other. We can do far more together than any of 
us can do alone. LDJ seeks to encourage the develop
ment of a new culture in The Wesleyan Church that is 
built around interdependence. In practice, this will 
mean that the growth and effectiveness of your 
church is as important to me as the growth and 
effectiveness of my own church. I sincerely want to 
celebrate your successes. I am sincerely committed to 
help you in your times of struggle and to receive your 
support when I struggle. I grow personally and profes
sionally best when I interact with you. I am ready to 
share my experience and knowledge with you when it 
will help you to grow. We are one Church that meets 
in over 1,700 places in North America. 

What an exciting way to practice ministry! We are 
rallying around the motto-

Helping each other to be more effective as 
leaders of healthy churches. • 

-Ken Heer, Coordinator of LDJ 

For more information, check the LDJ web site
www.wes/eyan.org/ldj, or contact the LDJ Coordinator, 

Ken Heer, phone (317) 570-5126 
or E-mail heerk@wesleyan.org 

Evangelists' Directory 
GENERAL EVANGELISTS 
Baker, John and Linda (Children's 

Evangelists), J8aker4053@aot.com, P.O. Box 
88, Clifton, KS 66937 

Caldwell, Wayne E., wec1123@aol.com, 117 
Rush Ct., Fishers, IN 46038 

*Cobb, Tom and Karen (Life Unlimited 
Ministries), unltdlife@aol.com, HC 75, Box 7, 
Merriman, NE 69218 

*Coffey, John and Esther, coffeyev@aol.com, 
3364138"' Ave., Hamilton, Ml 49419 

*Dekker, Paul and Dona, OekkerMin@aol.com, 
P.O. Box 67, Loyal, WI 54446 

Dupin, Clyde, cdupin@ctydedupin.org, P.O. Box 
565, Kernersville, NC 27284 

*Durling, Marven V., 3452 CR 41 , RR#1, 
Roblin, ON KOK 2WO, Canada 

*Gates, Kenneth w., kengates@prodigy.net, 
8346 Anemone Ln., Indianapolis, IN 4621 O 

Jones, J. Philo, 6739 E. Speed Rd., Milltown, IN 
47145 

Kinnan, William F. Sr. and June, 
bjkin@aol.com, 5604 Scott Rd., Marion, IN 
46953 

Lemasters, John, jlem1@hotmail.com, 403 
Ardmore St., Blacksburg, VA 24060 

Miller, Bence, 2104 Pinewood Dr., Columbus, IN 
47203 

Miller, Gerald L., 693 South St., Scottsburg, IN 
47170 

Parsons, Roger, ParEvanMin@aol.com, 429 
Cherry St., Groveport, OH 43125 

Sawyer, Joe C., joesaw@juno.com, 10831 
Canoe Ct, Indianapolis, IN 46236-8856 

Tinney, Frederick N. (Children's Evangelist), 
1413 Bigley Ave., Charleston, WV 25302 

White, Sam, murie/kw@aol.com, 2944 Cullison 
Ct, Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

Willis, O.W., 1004 Johnson St., High Point, NC 
27262 

Wingfield, Steve, wingfieldm@aol.com, 2389 
Grace Chapel Rd., Harrisonburg, VA 22801-
4523 

COMMISSIONED SPECIAL WORKERS 
Kildow, Tom and Lois, 36 Emery Road, 

Apt. 1, Fredericktown, PA 15333-9735 
Osborne, Ken and Ann, 11344 Emerald 

Forest, lntertochen, Ml 49643 
Pavey, Marvin and Mae, 3429 Heatherfield 

Dr., Louisville, KY 40216 

*Preacher and Musician 
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Parking Lot 
Mission 
Our volunteers serve 
the food, patrol the lot, 
and build relationships 
with these young people. 

B eginning on July 19, 2002, and 
every Friday night since, 
Greenwood Hills Wesleyan Church 

in High Point, North Carolina has had 
the opportunity to minister to approxi
mately 300 teens and young adults in a 
very unique way. 

High Point has become known as the 
"cruisers ' capital" of the southeast. 
Every Friday and Saturday night, an 
estimated 2000 cruisers converge on 
North Main Street. Many are looking to 
show off their cars (teen car clubs are 
popular here); some hang out with 
friends or meet new ones; others simply 
gather to cause problems. 

You can imagine the headaches a 
community faces when a group this 
large (of mostly non-resident teens) 
invades the town and creates problems 
for business owners, local residents, and 
an understaffed police department. In 
recent years, the volume of traffic and 
problems with cruisers has increased. 
Citizens complain to the police, write 
letters to the local news editor, form 
task forces to address the problem, 
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and some local 
residents have even 
chained off their driveways, 
in an effort to discourage "cruiser 
turn around." Nearly every business 
along the 15-block cruiser strip has 
posted NO TRESPASSING signs to pre
vent those young people from gathering 
on their lots. Cruisers often leave behind 
evidence of their presence wherever they 
go. You can easily understand the diffi
culty of running a business and serving 
your customers in this environment. 

But what can a church do about a sit
uation like this? Fortunately (NOT 
unfortunately) our church is located on 
North Main Street, at the northern most 
end of the cruisers' strip. For quite 
some time, they have used our lot for 
turnarounds and for hanging out. Our 
parsonage sits behind the church, faci ng 
a side street, which exposes my fami ly 
to the noise, traffic, loud music, and vul
garity associated with these teens. From 
9:00 P.M. unti l midnight, there is a con
stant stream of acti vity no more than 
twenty yards from our bedroom win
dows. A good night's sleep on weekends 
is hard to come by! Last year, as a pas
tor and church members, we knew we 
had to make a decision. Was it time to 
join the fight against them? Close our 
parking lot and force them to go else
where? Or should we try to minister the 
love of Christ to these lost teens? We 
chose the obvious: to minister Jesus' 
love to them. 

So we gathered together a group of 
15-20 lay volunteers, came up with the 
name "Cruisers' Pit Stop," and opened 
our church parking lot every Friday 
from 9:00 P.M. to I 2:30 A.M. Using ban
ners and tents to attract the teens, we 
serve them free soft drinks and hot dogs 

as well as a safe place to hang out with 
their friends. Our volunteers serve the 
food, patrol the lot, and build relation
ships wi th these young people. During 
the summer months, we even held an 
open-air prayer meeting at 11:00 P.M. , 

where we offered prayer and a brief 
message to all the cruisers. During the 
peak season, it's not unusual for us to 
have as many as 250-300 teens and 
young adults gathered together. We are 
praying for a larger parking lot for this 
coming summer! 

The response has been overwhelm
ing. The cruisers love it; the police 
encourage it; and more importantly, the 
community around the church appreci
ates what the church is doing to keep 
traffic off their streets. We have not 
won any converts yet, but it is only a 
matter of time. These young people 
cannot believe that a church would go to 
all of this trouble just to serve them. 

I thank God for allowing me the 
privilege to serve a church that knows 
something about the term "sacrifice." • 

D. Bruce Hopper serves as senior pastor of 
Greenwood Hills Wesleyan Church. 
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Dennis Goetz: 
He Really '' ot it'' I 

by Wayne Richards 

I stepped into the foyer of Heritage 
Wesleyan Church in Rock Island, 
Illinois. These were not the circum
stances I'd envisioned for my return to 

the church where I had once served on 
staff. I quickly greeted the pastor and 
many friends from the past and found my 
seat in the sancturuy. The worship team led 
us in an upbeat service and then the pastor 
introduced the format for the evening. 

Person after person came forward 
to the microphone to tell about their 
great friend who had passed into 
heaven. My heart was both warmed and 
challenged as I heard story after story of 
what an impact this man had upon his 
church, his community, and even people 
in foreign countries. 

I was having a hard time reconciling 
the image of the man whom I had met at 
two of our FLAME conferences (events 
held for non-traditional students studying 
for ministry in The Wesleyan Church). 
Could this be the same quiet, gentle man 
with whom I'd become acquainted? 

Then Patty Bray, the senior pastor's 
wife, walked to the microphone. As the 
tears poured from her eyes, she used a 
phrase that implanted itself in my mind. 
"Dennis was one of those few people 
that when they give their lives to Christ, 
they really get it!" Who was this man 
who "really got it"? 

Dennis Goetz was not the kind of 
person you would expect to have such 
an impact in places like Zambia, 
Russia, India, or even Rock Island, 
Illinois. Dennis was a farmer from 
Geneseo, Illinois, who raised hogs and 
crops on a 600 acre family farm. He and 
his wife, Laura, discovered a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ five years 
ago at Heritage Wesleyan Church. Dennis 
started getting up at 4:30 A.M. so that he 
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Dennis in Zambia, with missionary friends 

would be at the church for the 5:30 men's 
prayer time and Bible study. He was 
moved to begin a men's mentoring time 
on Wednesday nights. As he grew, he 
began teaching a Bible study class that 
met before the Saturday evening service. 
As God helped him to become a more 
obedient husband, Dennis and Laura 
began mentoring other marTied couples. 
Dennis began sensing a call to ministry, 
but he struggled with the idea of how 
God could use a simple farmer to min
ister to others. He chose to attend 
FLAME to take a few initial classes. 

Even with all of this investment in 
others at his local church, it was the area 
of missions that most pressed on Dennis's 
life. In the first year fol.lowing his salva
tion, he made a trip to Africa. The 
farming business was in crisis and Dennis 
did not have the money to go to Africa, 
but God miraculously provided every 
dollar that he needed for the trip. Soon 
he and Laura made trips to Russia, India, 
and Africa again. It was while in Africa 
that this quiet, gentle man who was 
uncomfortable about praying aloud was 
asked by the Zambian nationals to pray 
for the service. That prayer and, later, full 
messages flowed from his lips in a way 
that amazed even his closest acquain-

That prayer and, later, ful l 
messages flowed from his lips 
in a way that amazed even 
his closest acquaintances. 

ces. Even as he lay in the hospital 
uffering from what would become a ter

minal case of malru·ia, his thoughts were 
already planning his next trip to Africa. 

Was this what Patty Bray meant when 
she said that Dennis Goetz really got it 
when he became a Christian? Her final 
story that night helped me to tmly under
stand this phrase. On one of Dennis's trips 
to Zambia, the missions team had visited 
Victoria Falls. The area was surrounded by 
merchants selling all kinds of trinkets. As 
Patty and others hwTied around to bargain 
for the best price, she looked away for a 
moment and caught a glimpse of Dennis. 
He was sitting on a stool, talking with a 
young Zambian man-explaining to him 
the plan of salvation! 

In the end, Dennis gave all that he 
had for the cause of Christ-he gave his 
life. As the "celebration of life" service 
ended I was conversing with one of the 
members of the congregation who was 
raising the inevitable question: "With the 
thousands of people who were praying 
across the world, why would God allow 
a vibrant servant like Dennis Goetz to 
die?" I had been dwelling on that ques
tion myself, but God brought a reply to 
my mind at that moment. "Maybe," I 
said, "it was so a hundred new people 
Like Dennis Goetz would be challenged 
to arise and follow in his footsteps." • 

Wayne Richards is Director of Ministerial 
Preparation for the Department of 

Education & the Ministry. 
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Finding What You're 
Yearning For 
by Judy Myers and Danny Janes 

PASTOR'S NOTE: In early 2000, Judy staned 
attending the Wesleyan church in Kalamazoo. 
Michigan. Little did I realize the journey that 
had brought her to our church. It was not until a 
reponer from the Kalamazoo Gazelle did a fea
ture story, in September of 2002, that I learned 
her personal testimony. Judy's story was the 
lead in a front-page anicle exploring the growth 
of conservative, evangelical churches across 
America. This is her story . .. 

Dudley and I started our 
maniage as members of a 
well-known mainline church, 
but in time decided it was not 
for us. We attended a 
church of another 
denomination for a 
few years- but unfo1tunately, the church split 
over confl icts. We had become aware that as 
wonderfully pleasant as the rituals were-
we were not growing spiritually. We 

continued to search tl1rough a number of 
yea.rs, but never found what we were looking 

for in a church. 
In June of 1999, my husband was ki!Jed in 

an automobile accident. Following the acc i
dent, I moved to Portage, Michigan, to be near 
my daughter who lived in Kalamazoo. I delib
erately set out to find the church where I 
personally could feel I was getting what was 
lacking in my Christian walk. 1 tried several. 
The one my daughter was attending had wor
ship services that were exu·emely long for my 
health condition, and I had trouble relating to 
the structure of the service. I tried another that 
couldn't hold my attention for some reason. 
Another was nice, but seemed huge and very 
impersonal. Perhaps my coming from a smalJ 
town and being so stressed didn 't help. 

None of the churches I vi sited made me 
feel I was where I needed to be. I wanted to 

hear how to live day by day. I needed to 
\mow how to apply the Bible to my life. I 
needed direction as to how to go on with
out my husband of forty-one years. 

One Sunday I decided to check-out the 

Kalamazao Wesleyan Church. I entered the 
door and was greeted as usua l ... but the 

s incerity was obviously real. So often, greet
ing seems just a formality-but I didn't get 

that feeling. As I sat through tl1e service, I 
felt myself becoming moved. I was hearing 
what l was yearning for. The whole service 

was upbeat, but not without reverence. The 
sharing of special music and personal talents 

We continued to search 
through a number of years, 
but never found what we 
were looking for in a churcr 

was u·uly enjoyable. I went the second week, 
hoping to not be let down. l was encouraged 

more than ever. 
I am now a Covenant Member of the 

church, having joined on January 28, 200 I. 
I am so glad to be a member of the family, 
and not just a visitor to God's house. To 
me, The Wesleyan Church is the best of old 
and new style of worship. I am home. • 

Danny Janes serves as senior pastor of 
Kalamazoo Wesleyan Church. 

1 childhood saved. 
Asking a potential employee or volunteer 

to agree to a background check can be 

very awkward. Let us help. 

Our "Child Sexual Abuse" booklet 

offers six key screening suggestions, pro
vides background information and 

procedural guidelines. It's yours free, sim

ply for asking. 

Go to our Web site at 

www.churchmutuaJ.com/ abuse 
or call us at (800) 554-2642, 

ext. 4205. Do it now. Please. 

Real Issues. 
Real Answers. 

:JOOO Schulter L111c • P.O. Box 357 
~,~mu • ,,1 , 5.i.is2.0351 

""'"''.churchmutual.com 
Church Muma! is rJtcd A+ (Superior) 

b)' industry anal)>! A.M. Bcsc 
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'This is your i11vitation to atte11a tfze "[e{e6ration of the Century, · the one
fzunaruftfr. 6irtfzaay of 'Wes(eya11 'Women a11a 'Wes{eyan 'J(jas for ']v(issions. 'Ifie 
co11ventio11 is aesignea to recognize pride in our past, motivate passion in t(ie 
present, a,ra inspire promise for our future. 

• 'Enjoy inspiring spea~rs 
• Join hearts in fz.ope, vision, ana Caugfr.ter 
• ']v(a~ new friuu{sfr.ips witfz. women from many parts of tfze worfa 
• 'Become partners wfzo Stana reatfy Witfr. support antf prayer 
• %~time tositatJesus'feet 

Catcfr. the fzeart6eat of '/llles{eya,i 'JIVomen: 

'To Serve Our 'WorM witfi Love is tne Jieart6eat of Our :Mission! 

M AMIE MCCULLOUGH 

Mamie was born and raised in poverty. She is uniquely qualified 
to help others face life's challenges with courage and confidence. 
She is one of the country's most popular motivational speakers. 

GRACE IMATH1U 

Grace was born in East Africa and 
raised in the city of Nairobi. She is· in 

demand all around the world as a 
preacher and Bible teacher. She and her 

husband, David, are the proud 
parents of one young son, Erik. 
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.... NATIONAL AND INTERN ATIONAL NE WS 

General Board Updates 
Rev. Howard B. Castle and his wife , 

Patricia, were honored at a special retirement 
dinner at the Omni North, during the 
November 19, 2002 General Board meeting 
chaired by General Superintendent Earle L. 
Wilson-at the International Center of The 
Wesleyan Church. General Superintendent 
David W. Holdren read a special tribute to Rev. 
Castle, reviewing his 38 years of service to the 
International Center and his 20 years as 
Director of Estate and Gift Planning. The 
Castles were joined by their son, Kevin; his 
wife, Marlys; and their two grandchildren. 

Official actions of the General Board 
included the following: 

• Moved to sell the 6060 building when a 
proper offer has been negotiated 

• Restored two ministers to ordained min
ister status 

• Set the USF-EIF appropriations 
• Approved Indonesian Church Discipline 

revision and Sierra Leone Discipline 
revision 

• Designated delegate-at-large assignments 
for General Conference 2004 

• Approved the audit for The Wesleyan 
Church, Inc. and The Wesleyan 
Church of Canada 

• Received the annual reports of the 
General Treasurer, General Publisher, 
and Wesleyan Investment Foundation 

The General Board was updated with 
progress reports on the following: 

• The Leadership Developmelll Journey 
• Status of the new Wesleyan Church 

headquarters building 
• General Superintendent Election Study 

Committee 
• Internationalization Study Committee 
• Child Abuse Study Conunittee 

The Board was also informed of the State 
of New York 's affirmation of the contribution 
of The Wesleyan Church to the early Women 's 
Rights Movement. The Board received, as 
information for May action, a rewrite on the 
Judicial section of the Discipline, by Dr. Lee 
M. Haines. 

The General Board elected the following 
people to four-year terms unless otherwise 
noted: 
Bethany Bible CollegL'-Rev. Gary Beers, Mr. 
Wayne Cook, Mrs . Francie Emery, Mrs. Carol 
Hamm, Dr. Edward Lindsay. Mr. Ray McCabe, 
Rev. George Melvin, Mr. Ronald Naugle, Rev. 
Wayne Wager, and Dr. Harry F. Wood 

Hephzibah Children 's Home-Rev. Anthony 
Graham, Mrs. Betty Lou Harris, Rev. Fred 
Moore, and Mr. Robert L. Temple 

Houghton College-Mr. Robert Kaltenbaugh, 
Rev. Brent Russett, Mr. Ten)' Slye (2 year), Rev. 
Randy Swink, and Mr. David White (2 year) 
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Indiana Wesleyan University-Dr. Malcom 
Evans, Mr. Norris Hall, Mr. Barry Hines, and 
Dr. Lyle Reed 

Oklahoma Wesleyan University- Mr. Darrell 
All ison, Dr. Robert Campbell, Rev. Max 
Colaw, Rev. Rick Hudgens, Rev. Thomas 
James, Mr. Duane Mueller, Mrs. Naomi 
Mueller, Rev. Nate Rovenste in (2 year), Rev. 
Isaac Smith, Mr. Steve Stedwell, Mr. Don 
Walker, and Rev. Stephen Wilson 

Southern Wesleyan University-Rev. Glenn 
Black, Mr. David M. Chambers, Mr. J.D. 
Fralin, Rev. Dan LeRoy, Rev. Jerry Rott, and 
Rev. James Wiggins 

Wesleyan Investment Foundation-Rev. 
Oliver 8 . Dongell 

Wesleyan Medical Fellowship-Dr. Storer 
Emmett, General Director; Miss Eleanor 
Hunsinger, Secretary and Western Area 
Representative; Dr. Mari lyn Hunter, North 
Central Area Representative; Dr. John 
Nystrom, Northeast Area Representative; and 
Dr. Stan Rampey, Southern Area 
Representative 

Wesleyan World Missions introduced the 
General Board to the following persons who 
have recently been appointed to missionary 
service: 
Jean Harting-Tri-State District-career mis
sionary to Albania/Kosovo, in church planting 

Jared Holsing- Kentucky District-career mis
sionary to Albania/Kosovo, in church planting 

Jim and Judy Keilholtz-Indiana Central 
District-career missionaries to Papua New 
Guinea, in theological education and church 
planting 

Jason and Kerensa McFrederick- Kansas 
District- intern missionaries to Europe, in 
church ministries 

Cory and Dr. Kris Thebe-West Michigan 
District-career missionaries to Haiti, in health 
care and agriculture 

Rachel Wilson-Indiana Central District-intern 
missionai)' to Mexico, in church ministries 

- Ronald D. Kelly, General Secretary 

of The Wesleyan Church 

.... NEW S FROM COLLEGES & SEMINARIES 

Asbury Seminary Receives Gift in 
Excess of Two Million Dollars 

Asbury Seminary, Wilmore, KY, has 
received a $2. l million gift from an 
anonymous donor. The gift, which will 
come in the form of a sole supporting 
foundation benefiting the seminary, pro
vides annual funding for the Chair of 
Pastoral Care and Counseling on the 
Florida campus, and aids in the creation 

of a Presidential Scholar Program by 
funding numerous scholarships. 

Bethany Bible College Launches 
New Library Project 

Bethany Bible College, Sussex, NB, 
has taken the first major step in launch
ing a project to build a new library on its 
55-acre campus. By increasing volumes 
to meet the needs of students and to 
support the curriculum, the college has 
outgrown the current library facility 
located in Nicholson Hall. In addition to 
the library, this 40,000 sq. ft., two-story 
building will also provide needed office 
space with c lassrooms to serve the 
rapidly-increasing student body. The 
proj ected starting date for construction 
is spring of 2004, following the comple
tion of a capital fundraising campaign. 

.... DISTRICT NEWS 

North Carolina East 
Grace Evans, soon to be 

89 years of age, took five 
gold medals at the State 
competition in Raleigh, NC 
last October. She'd be quick 
to tell you, however, that she 
was the only swimmer in 
each event- because of her 
age. In June, Grace will be going to the 
National Finals in Virginia Beach, VA, as 
the representative from the state of NC. 
She joined the YWCA 74 years ago, and 
presently swims there three times a week. 

Christ Wesleyan in Greensboro, NC 
is Grace's church home. Randy Johnson 
is senior pastor. 

.... READER'S FORUM 

I am only 12 years old and I love to 
read ... I like to read the Bible. I also 
like to read The Wesleyan Advocate ... 
it helps me out a lot. I know this might 
not make it to the magazine, but I want 
everyone to know that without the Lord, 
you are a failure, no matter how rich or 
how poor. I am going on my first mis
sionary trip this summer. 

Lori 
via E-mail 
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Wesleyan Methodist Church 
of Australia 

PRINCIPAL - KINGSLEY COLLEGE 
Kingsley College is the Theological 
College of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church of Australia and is located in the 
Northern Suburbs of Melbourne. Although 
primarily established to serve the 
Wesleyan Methodist Church in Australia, 
Kingsley College serves the wider Church 
by seeking to equip men and women from 
aJ I streams of life for more effective serv
ice in God's world. 

An opportunity exists for a person specifi
cally called by God to lead and develop a 
team of committed faculty members and 
administrators in the management and 
development of this TheologicaJ 
Institution in a Wesleyan tradition. 

Repotting to the Board of Managers, you 
will have management experience in the 
operation of an educationaJ institution 
with a proven ability to apply contempo
rary leadership techniques and a 
successful record of achievement in opera
tional, strategic and policy development. 
A person with theological training and 
experience in change management would 
be highly considered. 

The successful applicant must be prepared 
to become a covenant member of the 
Wes leyan Methodist Church of Australia. 

For a copy of the selection criteria and 
other deta ils please contact: 

DaJe Richardson, Chairman 
Principal Selection Committee 
PO Box 153 ThorpdaJe Vic 3835 
or by phone (03) 56346443, 
fax (03) 56346454 or 
rich-son@sympac.com.au. 

14 www.wesleyan.org 

... OBITU A RIES 

Brown, Esther Fern Bell, 76 
April 15, 2002 

Esther Fem Bell Brown died April 
15, 2002, in Colorado Springs, CO. She 
was born September 18, 1925, to Quincy 
and Lalia Keith Bell, near Morland, KS. 

On Septe mber 12, l 946, she married 
Winfred (W.J.) Brown. She and her hus
band served in the ministry for forty 
years. Esther was also deputy c lerk of El 
Paso County for l 6 years. 

Services were he ld in both Colorado 
Springs First Wesleyan Church and the 
Morland Methodist Church. 

Survivors inc lude her husband ; a son: 
J.D. (Mini), Phoenix, AZ; a daughter: 
Charlene (Richard) Lewis, Colorado 
Springs; four grandchi ldren; and three 
grandchildren-in-law. 

Hanks, Rev. C.E., 75 
October 25, 2002 

Rev. C.E. Hanks passed 
away on October 25, 2002. 
He was preceded in death by 

his wife of 53 years, Delores. 
Pastoring in The Wesleyan Church 

for over 40 years, his last pastorate was 
in Ohio. He served as Superintendent 
of the Eastern Ohio District of The 
Wesleyan Church for 17 years. 

Rev. Hanks is survived by three chil
dre n: Kathy (Dale) George, Columbus, 
OH; Paul (Joyce), Memphis, TN; and 
James (Susan), Grove City, OH; plus 
11 grandchildren; and four great grand
children. He is also survived by a sister: 
Shirley; three brothers: Jack, Howard, 
and Tom; his Aunt Grace; and Vida 
Hottenroth, a special friend. 

Kindley, Charles, 92 
October 17, 2002 

Charles Kindley died on October 17, 
2002, in Marion, IN. He was born in 
Huntington County, to the late Albert 
a nd L aura (A lle n) Kindley, on 
November 25 , 1909. 

He is survived by his wife, Eilene 
(Pinkerton) Kindley, whom he married 
on July 10, 1937. Other survivors 

include a brother: Milfred, Seattle, WA; 
a sister: Olive (Ralph) Coleson, 
Columbus, OH; and several nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded in death by 
three brothers and a sister. 

Charles reti red in 1971, from 
Anaconda Wire . He was a member of 
the Nelson Street Wesleyan Church, in 
Marion, IN, where he had served in sev
eral capacities, including Sunday school 
superintendent and local board trustee. 

Sanders, Rev. Charles David Mueller, 90 
February 10, 2002 

Rev. Charles David Mueller Sanders 
died on February I 0, 2002, at Brazil 
Lake , in Yarmouth, Nova Scotia. He was 
born in Hartland, New Brunswick, to 
Herbert and Ella (Kenney) Sanders. 

Rev. Sanders was an ordained e lder 
in The Wesleyan Church. He was a 
missionary from 1937- 1982, in South 
Africa. 

Survivors include his wife, the 
former Myra Crowell ; three daughters: 
Pamela (Chris) Sheonan, St. Catharines, 
Ontario; E s ther (G ary) Goudey, 
Yarmouth; Joy (Jerry) Jaquish, White 
Cloud, MI; and seven grandchildren. 
He was predeceased by three sisters 
and four brothers. 

Wortz, Harry R., 84 
September 27, 2002 

Harry R. Wortz, Thomasville, NC, 
died September 27, 2002. He was born 
in Coldwater, MI, to Ralph and Kathryn 
(Stouder) Wortz, and was predeceased 
by his parents and one brother, Samuel. 

He was a third generation farmer. For 
many years, Harry served as a Sunday 
school teacher and Bible study leader at 
Coldwater Wesleyan. 

Survivors inc lude his wife of 63 
years, Julia Marie (S mith) Wortz; three 
daughters: Beverly (David) McIntosh, 
Bartlesville, OK; Janette (Cedric) 
Deang, Thomasville, NC; Madelyn 
(Dean) Koerner, Corunna, MI; and one 
son: Duane (Brenda), Eufaula, AL. 
There are 13 grandchildren and 22 great 
grandchildren, as well as many nieces 
and nephews. 
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IN THE NEWS 
• Planned Parenthood's "Choice" 
Holiday Greetings a Distasteful Play 
on Words 

Planned Parenthood issued its holiday 
greeting for last Christmas by choosing the 
message "Choice on Earth." The phrase played 
off the Scripture verse in which an angelic host 
announces the birth of Jesus Christ. 

Jim Sedlak of the American Life League 
says, "Planned Parenthood likes to portray 
itself as a tolerant organization constantly 
searching for diversity. But this blatant attack 
on Christian values-and Christ Himself-is 
just another demonstration of the truly big
oted nature of Planned Parenthood." 

• Spokesman Admits That YWCA 
Has Lost Focus of Christian Roots 

The Young Women's Christian 
Association (YWCA), begun in the U.S. in 
1858, as an association of "concerned 
women" of faith, has lost its Christian 
focus and now concentrates on "empower
ing women and their fami lies," according 
to a spokesman for the YWCA of Greater 
Milwaukee. C rystal McNeal, of the 
Milwaukee chapter, recently told the 
Cybercast News Service that it' s been a 
"very, very long time" since the YWCA 
promoted Christian values. 

While the YWCA has refused to iden
tify itself as a pro-abortion group, since the 
feminist movement gathered momentum in 
the late '60s and '70s the organization has 
included contraception and abortion in its 
"progressive" approach to women 's health 
issues, McNeal told CNS. 

• "Internet Is a Vast Harvest Field," 
Say Cyber-Evangelists 

Christians with computers and Internet 
access are becoming on-line missionaries, 
reaching out with the gospel through chat 
rooms, personal web sites, and E-mai l corre
spondence. The Assemblies of God News 
Service reported that one retired A/G minis
ter, 86-year-old Gerald Boyd of Carmel, 
CA, has led 150 people to salvation in Jesus 
Christ over the last year. "J am a soul win
ner, and when I saw so many Jost souls on 
the internet, I wanted to minister to all of 
them and not miss one of them," says Boyd. 

There are upwards of 600 million peo
ple on-line worldwide each month, and 
many Christians like Boyd see the poten
tial for winning many to Christ. 

• Christian Broadcasters Spread 
Message to Science-Minded in China 

Christian broadcaster Trans World 
Radio (TWR) has started transmitting a 
new program to China, with this program 
being used to counter the scientific athe
ism that has been taught to the people in 
that communist nation for decades. The 
program, entitled "Truth in the Test 
Tube," is broadcast in Mandarin and 
looks at science tlu-ough a Christian lens. 
It interviews with Christian professionals 
scie ntific fields like aeronautics and 
engineering, and shares analogies and 
conversations that point toward a creator 
God. 

• President Signs Legislation 
Reaffirming References to God in 
Pledge of Allegiance and National 
Motto 

President Bush has signed legislation 
that reaffi rms the phrase "under God" in 
the Pledge of Allegiance and "In God We 
Trust" as the national motto. The measure 
had massive support in the legislature, 
drawing just five "no" votes in the House 
and passing unanimously in the Senate. 

Also, the U.S. Postal Service has now 
announced that it has designed a poster 
with the national motto, and this will hang 
in all post offices nationwide (38,000). 
The new poster is designed to resemble a 
giant postage stamp, bearing the like ness 
of the Statue of Liberty, with "In God We 
Trust" over its crown. 

• Lloyd Ogilvie, U.S. Senate 
Chaplain, Set to Retire 

Lloyd J. Ogilvie, the 6 1" chaplain of tl1e 
U.S. Senate, will resign on March 15, after 
eight years at that post. He plans to move to 
Los Angeles to be with his wife, who is 
recovering from a Jung ailment. 

Several senators have noted that Ogilvie 
has been a trusted counselor and "watchful 
shepherd" to many over the years. 

www.evangelical-press.co111 
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Making Your Preaching 
Style Your Own 
by N. Keith Hinton 

Though imitation may be the truest form of 
flattery, it does not make for very good 
preaching. Imitation usually seems artificial 

and doesn't connect with the real needs of a 
congregation. Therefore, it is essential that 
every effective preacher of the gospel 
develop his or her own style of preaching. I 
want to suggest four essential elements for 
accomplishing that task. 
Preach from your own personality. 

That sounds simple enough, but it is some
times difficult to accomplish. We need to have 
confidence that God has called us, at this par
ticular point in time, and He has gifted us 
accordingly. God knew who you were when He 
called you, and He hasn't changed His mind 
about your usefulness to Him in these days. 
Preach from your own study. 

You need to research what others are saying 
or even preaching on your subject. But let it 
simmer in your own spirit and begin to formu
late the message God wants you to deliver. 
Perhaps all of us do some "borrowing" from 
other preachers, but if we make the mistake of 
preaching their sermon and not our own, we 
rob God of His opportunity to use our unique
ness in expressing a particular truth. 
Preach from your own experience. 

If the truth you are preaching rings true to 
you, if your life has been transformed by its 
power, if your own situation in life is addressed 
by the principle involved, then you have believ
ability. Your personal testimony will give your 
congregation hope. 
Preach from your own passion. 

Our passion will be displayed within the 
framework of our own personality. But without 
passion, preaching is boring. What's worse, it 
does little to change lives. I am of the opinion 
that if we can't find something to preach which 
stirs our passion, then we shouldn't preach. Our 
passion makes our preaching personal. 

Experimenting with imitation may be helpful 
and even necessary at times. But God's richest 
anointing may be reserved for those whose 
preaching style reflects their own distinc
tiveness in Christ. • 

N. Keith Hinton is senior pastor of Trinity Wesleyan 
Church, Jackson, Ml. 
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Through the ministries of 29 districts and 340 Sunday Schools and churches. Heaven Week 2002 le 
Sunday Schools. and church families who prayed, fasted, trained. and invited people to cc 

District/Churches Crossroads Napoleon Central-Anderson 
Dryden Oak Grove Central- Elwood 

Total Saved Hillside Sherrodsville Daybreak-Lapel* 
Montrose Trinity-Lima Evergreen-Lafayette 

Atlantic 45 New Beginnings Trinity- Oak Hill Fall Creek 

Metro-Halifax North Branch West Carrollton First- Frankfort 

Norton North Lakeport Whites Chapel-Coolville Fishersburg 

Pathway-Bangor Romulus Zanesville Fountain City 

Yarmouth* Trinity Fowler 
Washington* Illinois 185 Greentown 

Central Canada 6 Whiteford Bridgeport Keystone 

Arnprior Eastern New York/ Broadview Knightstown 

Faith Community New England 50 Casey Lakeview 

Hillside Clifton Lebanon 

Newington Catskill Community-Janesville Lone Oak-Anderson 

Southgate Cobleskill Creve Coeur Main Street 

Wesleyan Community Ellington Decatur Memorial 

Forest Dale Dekalb Memorial Drive-Muncie 

Fort Miller Grace-Elk Grove North Anderson 

Central New York 18 Gloversville Fairfield Parkview- Chesterfield 

Big Flats Hartford Faith- Bloomington Sheridan 

Gates Kingsbury Faith-Rockford Trinity-Tipton 

North Rome Long Lake First-Urbana Warren Park 

Pulaski Macomb Community Heritage-Rock Island• Indiana North 233 Mooers Hope-Galesburg 

Chesapeake 202 North Greenbush Community Hoyne Ave-Chicago Brookhaven 

Capital Wesleyan Inner City 
Springfield Joliet New Hope 

New Life-Greensboro Florida 15 
Lawrenceville Spring Street 

Trinity- Annandale Lord of the Rings-Bolingbrook Southside 

Additional churches (25) First-Ft. Lauderdale Marshall Warsaw* 

First-Orlando Oblong Westview 

Dakota 62 Hope Princeton Indiana South 46 
Largo Robinson 

Anchorage* Vida Nueva-Dekalb Central-Bloomington 
Cornerstone Community Greater Ohio 51 Wheaton Clear Fork 

Harlowton Web Chaplain Forest Hills-Evansville 
Huron Bucyrus 

Wesleyan Community- Elk Grove Grace-Shelbyville 
Burt Avenue New Hope 

Calvary Wesleyan Community-Oak Lawn Hulman- Terre Haute 
Richland Woodland-Mt. Vernon Milan 

Terry Chapel Hill- Weirton New Life-Moorseville 
Westside Community-Newark Indiana Central 227 North Park- Evansville 

Day Spring-Marion Ash- Tipton North Vernon 
First-Lancaster 

East Michigan 11 1 Greer 
Avon Christian Life Center Shepherd-Bloomington 

Bentley Mt. Orab 
Bethany-Indianapolis Sylvania 

Brighton Mulberry 
Brown's Chapel Trinity-Evansville 

Westport 
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1. women. boys. and girls in making spiritual commitments. Congratulations co the pastors. teachers, 
st. Today. we as Wesleyans around the world salute your vision to reach the lost for Christ. 

Iowa-Minnesota 39 North Michigan 2 Santa Anita First-Griffin 
Anoka Hart Scottsdale Macon 

Charles City Sault Ste Marie Skyline* Prattville 
Faith-Cedar Falls Valley View Talladega 

Heartland Community-LaPorte City Northwest 35 Vista Welcome 
Kingswood-Blaine 

College Crest 
West Coast (Mission Viejo) Winder 

Maywood-Waterloo 
Columbia View 

New Heights-Burnsville Crown Hill Penn-Jersey 65 Tri-State 9 New Hope-Sioux City 
Emmanuel Crossroads Alva 

Grace Community Faith-Williamsport Brookfield 
Kansas 13 Himmelright Memorial First-Bridgeton Caruthersville 

Olathe Klamath Falls First-Brooklyn Rogers 
Solid Rock Community Lincoln Falls Troy 

North Carolina East 24 Spokane Valley Pocono Lake 

Faith-Fayetteville Tualatin Valley Trintiy-Allentown* West Michigan 17 
Holly Hill Vancouver Allendale 

Trinity-Salisbury Willamette Valley Shenandoah 24 Coldwater 
Beulah Eaton Rapids 

North Carolina West 72 Pacific Southwest 239 First-Blacksburg Grace 

Brevard Buena Park First-Huntington Marshall 

Clover Christ Center Grace Rives 

Firestone Delano Jordantown 

First-Kannapolis Desert Hope New Hope Western New York 3 
First-Kings Mountain El Cajon Remlik 

East Leon 
First-Lincolnton Good Shepherd Vinton 

Levant 
First-Winston Salem Harmony Christian Fellowship 

Greenwood Hills Iglesia Cristiana Vorbo De Dios South Carol ina 5 Western Pennsylvania 18 
Hickory Chapel Iglesia Dios de Paz Reno Fountain Inn 

Jireh Christian Brookside 
Liberty-Summerfield Glendale 

Carriage Hill 
Mt.Airy Lighthouse Ministries Lakeside 

Lighthouse 
Mt. Wesley Living Word Northeast 

Sandy Lake 
Nebo New Beginnings Pickens View 

North Kannapolis New Life 

Sandy Ridge Norwalk South Coastal 63 Other Denominations 5 
Shady Grove Palabra de Vida 

Bayou La Batre Hope Community 
United Principe de Paz 

Celebremos Su Gloria Riverside 
Crossroads* Total: 1884 San Dimas 

Is your Sunday Scbool missing? *25 or more converts 

Ray Barnwell 
Plan and pray now for Beaven. Week-October 5-U, 2003 

Heaven Week is a ministry of Sunday School and Discipleship Ministries. 
TWA I January 2003 www.wesleyan.org 17 
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As you prayerfully consider responding to God's call, explore your options at Asbury 
Seminary. Three campuses and innovative programming that includes a radically 

new M.A./M. Div. curriculum track allow you to shape your coursework to match your 
interests. Pursue doctoral degrees th rough D.Miss., D.Min. or Ph.D. programs. 

Learn how to proclaim and model Spirit-filled, Biblical Christianity with dynamic rele
vance and evangelical passion through the exceptional training offered at Asbury Seminary. 

Call 1-800-2-ASBURY or e-mail us at admissions_office@asburyseminary.edu 
to find out about an educational plan that meets your needs. We Look forward to 
hearing from you soon. 

The following degrees are offered on Asbury's Kentucky campus: 

Master of Divinity; Master of Arts: Biblical Studies • Theological Studies • Christian Education 
• Christian Leadership • Counseling • Pastoral Counseling • World Mission and Evangelism • Youth 
Ministry; Master of Theology in World Mission and Evangelism; Doctor 
of Missiology; Doctor of Ministry: The Beeson Pastor Program • 
Christian Leadership • Evangelism and Mission • Family Counseling 
Ministries • Preaching and Worship • Spiritual Formation and Direction 
• Urban Ministry; and Doctor of Philosophy in Intercultural Studies. 

The Florida campus is accredited to offer the master of divinity 
degree. Students may earn two-thirds of the master of divinity 
and one-half of the master of arts degrees on-line through the 
Exl Program. 
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FLORIDA 

VIRTUAL 

KENTUCKY CAMPUS: 

204 N. Lexington Avenue 
Wilmore, KY 40390-1199 
FLORIDA CAMPUS: 

8401 Valencia College Lane 
Orlando, FL 32825 
VIRTUAL CAMPUS: 

www.asburyseminary.edu/ virtual. htm 
admissions_office@asburyseminary.edu 
1-800-2-ASBURY 



What are you going 
to do with today 
and al I the tomorrows 
that will be yours? 

lime on 

My 
by Joseph W. Watkins 

Someone-I haven' t a clue as to 
who it is- summed up his 
thoughts upon observing the 

unwinding of a ball of string with these 
words: "When you come to the end, 
that's it!" Sort of like corning to the end 
of another calendar year for some folks. 
You lived out the twelve months 
required to complete a year and 
that's that-no big deal. Another year 
has gone by, another New Year's Eve 
celebration, another football game, and 
it's on with what concerns you at the 
moment. 

And then, in a moment of unin
tended contemplation, you find yourself 
yanked into a fresh awareness of reality 
and your own immortality, with this 
thought: "I have celebrated more New 
Year's Days in my past than I have to 
celebrate in my future." In other words, 
my life on this earth is more than half 
over. No wonder God counseled us to 
number our days or pay attention to the 
number of years we can reasonably 
expect to 1i ve in this life, because life 
as we know it on earth won't last for
ever, and like that ball of string-when 
your days are gone, that's it. There are 
no more. 

One would become morbidly 
depressed if he spent too much time 
thinking along these lines, but there is 
nothing unhealthy about properly assess
ing that the day inevitably must come 
when life on earth will end for every one 
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of us. But as Christians, unlike the 
unwinding of a ball of string, we do not 
come to such an unceremonious end. 
Rather, we are assured that we come to a 
great celebration of what the New 
Testament refers to as the beginning of life 
with no end. Eternal life is not some reli
gious myth; it is the hope of the people 
of God; it is the great message of the 
Bible! 

It seems rather doubtful that we will 
celebrate a New Year's Day in heaven. 
Time will be no more, we are told in 
the book of Revelation. And frankly, 
there will be no purpose in keeping 
record of the days and months and 
years. It is hard for us to appreciate 
such ignoring of time this side of eter
nity, but in "tinne" it will all make 
sense. What is important now, of 
course, is the use of the time we hold 
within our grasp. 

So, what are you going to do with 
today and all the tomorrows that will be 
yours? The opportunities for ministry 
today for persons of all ages is unend
ing, but your life isn' t. Whatever the 
amount of time you have, it is a gift 
from God. Use it wisely; spend it fru
gally; but spend it. The day is not 
spent; the work is not done. The night 
wiU come soon enough when no man 
can work and time will be no more. • 

Joseph W. Watkins is Assistant General 
Secretary of The Wesleyan Church. 

The 
Magazine 

for 

Wesleyan 
Living 

0 YES! Start my two-year subscription 

to The Wesleyan Advocate right away. I get two 

full years for only $22.50 (Canada $31.50) ! 

0 I'd prefer a one-year subscription 

for only $12.50 (Canada $17.50). 

0 New Subscription O Payment Enclosed 

0 Gift Subscription 

Given by: 

Name 

Address ------ ----- --

City/State/Zip ___________ _ 

Church _ _ ___________ _ 

Mail to: The Wesleyan Advocate 
P. 0. Box 50434 

Indianapolis, IN 46250 

WESIEYAN 
ADVOCATE 

The Best in Weslevan 
Information and Inspiration 

Subscribe 
Today! 

www.wesleyan.org 19 



~ 
HOLINESS 

Here and Now 

by Wayne E. Caldwell 

T
he holiness pastor who married my 
wife and me loved to relate an 

event that took place at another 
church where he earlier had served. A 
minister of a different denomination 
attended a revival meeting and was 
sanctified. Knowing each other quite 
well, the newly-sanctified minister 
asked our pastor to read a sermon he 
had written and planned to preach to 
his congregation. He read the sermon 
quickly. 

"You have some good points in your 
sermon, but there are no ' barbs' in it." 

"What do you mean by ' barbs'?" 
"I mean that you must make the 

application of the truth of holiness so 
c lear that everyone will know the truth 
is for them in this life, here and now." 

It's easy enough to read the text in 
Hebrews: Make every effort to live in 
peace with all men and to be holy; with-

20 www.wesleyan.org 

What a loss it will be if 

we wait for such times as 

these to become all that 

Christ has provided for 

us here and now. 

out holiness no one will see the Lord 
(12:14), and conclude that holiness is 
for the next life only. But to live a sanc
tified life of love for God and for all 
others right now, is quite another 
matter. There's only one way it can be 
done in a wicked and adulterous genera
tion such as thi s one. That's by the 
indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. 
We all know that. 

Can anyone who heard it, ever forget 
the observation that the late Wilbur T. 
Dayton made when he gave the 
"Conference Sermon" at one of the 
General Conferences of the former 
Wesleyan Methodist Church? (It was the 
custom for a prominent minister to be 
chosen to give a sermon at an opening 
session of each General Conference.) 

Dr. Dayton said, "Holiness is not 
some late chapter in the story of human 
redemption. It's the whole Book, from 
Genesis to Revelation." 

Everyone believes that "without holi
ness no one will see the Lord." 

All denominations and every reli
gious group of all world re ligions 
believe that heaven is a place of peace 
and rest, wi thout a trace of sin or evil. 
That's a sweeping generalization, but 
it 's true. It's true because God's Word 
says so. It 's also true because God has 
placed within the human being an 

innate longing for something in the 
next life that is far superior to any
thing experienced here. 

The big problem comes when we 
face the question of when we become or 
are made holy. Some would have us 
believe there is a place of purging after 
we die. We can never attain holiness or 
a life of perfection in this life. Others 
opine that we are made holy when we 
die. It's only in the hour and article of 
death when we are cleansed and made 
holy. Still others opt for the idea that we 
must grow and mature until we reach 
that blessed state of holiness. 

But what if there is no place of purg
ing after we die? What if we are not 
made holy at death? And what if we fail 
to grow and reach a matllli ty that 
encompasses a holy life? What a loss it 
will be if we wait for such times as 
these to become all that Christ has pro
vided for us here and now. 

Our best and only ground in God's 
Word is to confess our sinfulness, to 
repent and be forgiven, then to seek the 
"pearl of great price." We must insist 
that confession of a sinful nature-with 
attitudes of jealousy, envy, hatred, strife, 
selfish ness, and greed-needs to be 
cleansed and purged from our lives. 

The blood of Jesus was shed for our 
cleansing. He died that we can be for
given for acquired sins. But He died that 
we can be freed from sin inherited, as 
well. The real "barb" is the "if." ![ we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
and will forgive us our sins and purify 
us from all unrighteousness (1 Jn 1:9, 
emphasis mine). When if is changed to 
when, the Lord is faithful to forgive 
and to purify. • 

Wayne E. Caldwell is an evangelist, educator, 
and former General Editor of The Wesleyan 

Church. 
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Post-Aborti 
Healing 

While names and 
minor details were 
changed to protect 
the identities of the 
individuals in these 

stories, their pain 
and healing are real . 

BY DWIGHT A. MIKESELL 

Frightened, alone, and confused, 
Tameka didn't know where to 
turn. She was only a teenager when 

she was raped. No one seemed to care 
about her or the baby she was carrying 
inside her body. The rape counselor told 
her of a place she could go and have the 
unborn child "taken care of' anony
mously. Thinking that she could rid 
herself of the impact of her rape, she 
went to the recommended clinic and had 
an abortion. 

Sarah and Tony were surprised to 
find that she was pregnant. Just 
recently married, they felt that the last 
thing they needed was the expense and 
responsibility of raising a child. Since 
abortion was legal, they thought the only 
thing for them to do was for Sarah to 
end her pregnancy. 

Maria became pregnant at the age 
of 17, but was afraid to seek her parents' 
permission to have an abortion. By the 
time she was 18 and could get the abor
tion without parental consent, she had 
been pregnant 16 weeks. She went to the 
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hospital, where they gave her a saline 
injection and sent her home. The next 
evening, she gave birth to a sti llborn 
baby girl, wrapped her in a blanket, and 
placed her in the attic until her little 
body could be returned to the hospital 
the next day. 

A few years after her abortion, 
Tameka met Emmanuel and they were 
married. They had two children, one boy 
and one girl. They j oined a church and 
raised their children in a Christian home. 
But there was always that abortion 
that Tameka had never dealt with. 

Sarah and Tony eventually had other 
children, and seemed to be living a nor
mal life. Their oldest son, Kyle, 
however, was a very troubled young 
man. He always seemed to feel guilty 
about something, and took unnecessary 
risks. His anxieties caused him to be 
rebellious at home and school. 

Maria not only had her own guilt 
about aborting her baby, but the years 
brought resentment against her parents, 
who had let her deal with her pregnancy 
all by herself. Her adult relationships 
with her parents were strained 
because no one was willing to talk about 
that awful night. 

Thirteen years after her abortion 
Tameka attended a series of H.E.A.R.T. 
(Healing the Effects of Abortion 
Related Trauma) supp01t group ses
sions, where she found the strength to 
forgive her rapist and herself. Emmanuel 
and their children attended the memorial 
service, which was held at the church on 

the last night of H.E.A.R.T. Fittingly, 
she named the baby Mercy, and had her 
name engraved on a memorial stone 
that was sponsored by the local crisis 
pregnancy center. Tameka is now 
enrol led in school, studying to become a 
rape counselor. 

While attending H.E.A.R.T. , Sarah 
discovered something that was amazing 
to her. Although later siblings may not 
be consciously aware of a previously 
aborted sibling, they often experience 
survivor guilt, anxiety, and a tendency 
to be daredevils. These symptoms 
sounded like a description of her oldest 
son, Kyle. With the encouragement of 
her H.E.A.R.T. counselor, Sarah sat 
down with her children to tell them 
about their older sister who was aborted. 
She baked a cake, set one extra place 
that remained empty, and then told them 
about her abmtion. For the first time in 
their lives, there was a new trust 
between Sarah and her children. Even 
Kyle responded with more respect for 
himself and others. 

Maria's abortion was in 1973. She 
carried her guilt and resentment until 
2002, when she attended a H.E.A.R.T. 
support group. She wrote a letter to her 
daughter, who would now be nearly 30 
years old. In the letter, she reminisced 
about all of the things they could have 
done together as mother and daughter. 
Acknowledging the reality of her 
daughter 's life, which was ended so 
abruptly-and seeking forgiveness
finally lifted the burden of guilt she had 
carried for so long. By acknowledging 
her own failures, she has been able to 
forgive her parents for theirs. 

While names and minor details were 
changed to protect the identities of the 
individuals in these stories, their pain 
and healing are real. H.E.A.R.T. and 
other post-abortion support groups offer 
healing and forgiveness to those who are 
experiencing post-abortion trauma. 
Contact your local crisis pregnancy 
center for more information. • 

Dwight A. Mikesell serves as senior pastor of 
First Wesleyan Church, Bridgeton, NJ. 
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P E RS O N ;t;;S TI M O NY 
by H. Bradford Ramsey Sr. 

In 

of the 

F 
rank handed me a card. "Go 
by and see this lady on your 
way back to Waco." I glanced 

at the card. "Frank, that's fifty 
miles out of my way, and I need to 
get home!" 

"You like to meet people. Do us 
both a favor. Go by and see the 
lady! " Frank slapped me on the 
shoulder. Something in my 

friend's smile told me not 

orns 
to question further. 

In the little town, I found 
the street and house number. 
A rest home? Just what I 
need. On a day when I'm in 

The receptionist left me 
to get acquainted with a 
stranger lying flat on her 
back, positioned so she 

had a view to the outside, 
through an open window. 
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a hurry, now I'm supposed 
to meet an invalid stranger. I 
thought of passing on by, but I 
remembered Frank's smile and 
slap on my shoulder. 

The receptionist welcomed me 
when I announced the purpose of 
my visit. "You'll be blessed to 
meet Molly," she said. 

I grumbled over that statement. 
I' ve driven fifty miles out of my 
way to visit a stranger-an invalid 
who needs a visit01; and I'm the 
one who'll be blessed? 

"You've got a visitor, Molly!" 
was my introduction. The recep
tionist left me to get acquainted 
wi th a stranger lying flat on her 
back, positioned so she had a view 
to the outside, through an open 
window. 

I soon learned that Molly was 
only 42 years old and had been 
confined to bed for more than 
seven years, with an illness that 
puzzled her doctors. She was not 

able to stand or sit. She spent her 
time lying either face down or on 
her back. Her food was only given 
in liquid form. 

Molly's smile created a warm 
glow as we visited. In an effort to 
get acquainted, I asked one of my 
stock questions. "What is the one 

thing you like to do more than any
thing else?" Such a stupid 
question to a lady confined to a 
prone existence on a hospital bed. 

"Oh, I have a wonderful 
hobby!" she said in an exciting 
tone. "On sunny days, the nurses 
take me out to the rose garden 
where they lay me down on my 
stomach, and I dig in the dirt with a 
little trowel. Then they lay me on 
my back, and I reach up and touch 
the soft rose petals." Molly paused 
for a moment, and glanced at the 
window curtain that fluttered in the 
breeze. She looked at me and 
smiled. "I love the roses, in spite 
of the thorns!" 

When I reached the exi t, I 
glanced back down the corridor and 
mentally retraced my steps. I could 
walk; Molly could not. Outside, I 
stood by the rose garden. In my 
mind's eye I saw a frail li ttle body 
lying face down, digging in the 
loose dirt. I watched a slender hand 
reach up through the thorns, to 
caress a rose petal. I heard Molly 's 
words: "I love the roses, in spite of 
the thorns." 

Many years have passed since I 
visited Molly. I was never blessed 
to see her again, but she has stayed 
in my memory. When I have a 
problem, grow weary of trials, or 
encounter a shadow that falls 
across my path, I turn my mind 
back to the day I met Molly. I see 
fingers pushing through thorns to 
touch a budding rose. I again hear 
her words as a reminder, and my 
troubles vanish. I'm careful to offer 
a prayer of thanks for the little lady 
who taught me to count my bless
ings. • 

H. Bradford Ramsey Sr. 
is a freelance writer 

from Waco, TX. 
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Patio Garden Homes 
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Affordable Retirement Living 

2 Bedroom, 2 Bath 
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KFITHDRURY 

The Wonder of Worship 
Why We Worship the Way We Do 
BKB728 .$-M:99" $11.99 Save 20% 
Now through 3/15/03. 

• 
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house 
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Beyond the 
Worship Wars -
Past and Present! 

No dry, dusty journey here-Keith Drury takes worship 

elements throughout history and asks, "why do we do 

what we do" in worship today! This dynamic study 

brings worship history to life and is a valuable resource 

for pastors and church leaders interested in: 

• Revitalizing your worship planning 

• Connecting church traditions and 

worship practices 

• Gaining appreciation for both old and 

new worship elements 

Includes study questions for Sunday school, 

small group or individual study. 

Keith Drury has addressed the complicated and sometimes divisivE 

subject of worship in his typical no-nonsense manner. By explaini, 

the historical context of worship, the author gives the reader both 

an understanding of and appreciation for today's worship forms. 

-Karl D. Eastlack, Senior Pastor 
Eastern Hills Wesleyan Church 

Order today! 



by Norman G. Wilson, General Editor 

Church or"Cheers" 
A 

startling statistic reported in a religious journal stated 
that more people in America attend church on any 
given Sunday than attend all sporting events com

bined throughout the year. Remarkable! EspeciaJly in 
light of the contrasting attitudes toward organized religion 
and professional spo11s-reflected most dramatically in the 
disparity of the salaries paid to the m,tjor participants, ath
letes and pastors. And yet, according to other polls, over 
ninety percent of us believe in God, and a majority pray 
every day. Of the many lessons coming out of 9/ 1 1 /0 I, per
haps one is that the religious traditions, with which many 
of us were raised, are deeply ingrained in our spirits. 

However, that still leaves the question: "Why is the 

at particular times of need. But those elements alone 
could not sustain our interest week in and week out. 
Otherwise, the church is just another local gathering spot
and we are no different than Nonn, Frasier, and Cliff, 
making their daily visit to "Cheers." 

My parents took me to church long before I was old 
enough to remember anything. What I do remember is that 
we seldom ever missed. If the church door was open, we 
were there. In fact, as custodian, it was usuaJly my father 
who opened it. The one argument against church atten
dance I have never understood nor learned to appreciate is: 
"I don' t go because I was forced to go as a kid." That was 
not my experience. What has sustained my passion for 

Church so important?" Why has it sur
vived, as the old hymn says, "in spite of 
dungeon, fire, and sword"? We under
stand that basically it has survived 
because Jesus said it would. I will 
build My church, He proclaimed, and 
the gates of Hades shall not prevail 
against it (Mt. 16: 18 NKJ). That, of 
course, is a reference to the eternal 
structure of the Church, which neither 
hell 's demons nor earth's degenerates 
can destroy. 

Otherwise, the church 
is just another local 
gathering spot-and 
we are no different 
than Norm, Frasier, 

and Cliff, making their 

church attendance throughout my life has 
been the one ingredient no other institu
tion can offer-the authentic presence 
of God. That is not to suggest the pres
ence of God cannot be realized at any 
other time or place. I would not disagree 
with your sentiment of the awareness of 
God's presence sun-ounded by the beauty 
of a garden or in the solitude of the for
est. But I would insist that there is a 
uniqueness about His presence when 
God's people gather for worship. 

daily visit to "Cheers." 

But on another level, there is still the more pedestrian 
question as to why the local church-even church atten
dance-remains so important, especially considering the 
pressures encountered in a society more in pursuit of sec
ular than spiritual interests. Why do millions of us make 
the weekly trek to a house of worship? For what are we 
searching? 

I've heard it suggested that the choice of chµrch is 
often based on the quality of child care, the excellence of 
the youth program, the style of music, the availability of 
connection groups, or other similar considerations. What 
does that indicate? That we are looking for professional 
baby-sitters? First-rate entertainment? Meaningful rela
tionships? One pastor described his church as "like a bar 
without the alcohol." 

It is not my intention to minimize the value of child 
care, youth programs, connection groups, and participatory 
worship. Obviously, these are very important ministries 
in the life of a church, especially for particular individuals 

I have worshiped in a magnificent cathedral and in a 
humble mud walled, thatched roof hut. I have joined with 
a crowd of five or ten thousand, and with as few as five or 
ten people. I have lifted my voice in joyful song accompa
nied by a majestic pipe organ, by the simple strumming of 
an acoustic guitar, and with no instrument except the 
voices of the other worshipers. I have thrilled to a sermon 
presented with oratorical ski ll rivaling Martin Luther King 
Jr., and to a halting, stumbling presentation that seemed 
painful even to the preacher. Regardless of the outward 
circumstances, the one unwavering constant that keeps 
drawing me back time after time, has been an inexpli
cable, undeniable sense of Divine presence. 

What happens at your church? As you worship, do you 
stand in awe of His majesty? When you leave, are you sus
tained by His presence? If you have experienced it, no 
explanation is necessary. If not, no explanation is adequate. 

The Lord is in His holy temple. Let all the earth keep 
silence before Hirn (Hab. 2:20 NKJ). • 
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The Feet 
Lady 

C
hristianity Today profiled her 
in its November 18, 2002 issue. 
Her name is Toshiko Yamamoto. 

Each Wednesday, she travels to the 
seedy side of Vancouver, on a 
mi ssion . Her mission? She washes 
the feet of prostitutes-drug 
addicted, HIV infected, Hepatitis 
C-suffering streetwalkers-at a 
women's shelter. Reporter Debra 
Fieguth said the women refer to 
her as " the Feet Lady." She says 
Yamamoto sings lullabies in 
Japanese as she washes their dirty, 
sore-covered feet. "Men treat them 
as garbage," Fieguth quoted her. "I 
do the opposite." She probably has 
missed much of the thousand theo
logical and social debates over 

, human rights. She was too busy
too busy practicing her beliefs. 
And if I remember correctly, she 
wasn' t the first to wash the feet of 
another. 
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The wonderful worth of one is 
the sum of our sentiments. We are 
a Church born with a holy anger 
over the single abuse of a single 
person for whom Christ died. 
We're still mad-hopefully as 
mad as those who stood their 
ground in the little church at 
Freedom's Hill. And hopefu lly 
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fY Bob Black 
nd Wayne Caldwell 

,..

his is a story 
about slavery 
and war, about 
cowardice and 

courage, about the nine
teenth century and the 
twenty-first century. 
This is our story ... 

-., ..... ...- .,,, 

need all the friends he 
could get. 

ADAM 
CQOOKS 

our heritage ... our legacy 
as Wesleyans. It is the pre
quel to the modem ministry 
of our Church. Someone 
once said, "Who we are is 
who we were." This is who 
we were. 

Adam Crooks was 
saved at age four and 
sanctified at age 16. 
As a young Christian, 
he was troubled by 
the silence of his 
church, the Methodist 
Church, on the issue 
of slavery. 

l __________ .. !""18'!!!1!!1,111111:::: Slavery was THE 
issue of the day. Congress was jug
gling the admission of slave states MENDENHALL 

PLANTATION 
Near High Point, North 

Carolina is a fascinating relic of 
a bygone era-the broad-parched 
house and Pennsylvania-style 
barn of Mendenhall Plantation. 
Mendenhall Plantation seems 

oddly out of step with the 
busy world 

rushing past it, but then it has 
always seemed out of step-even 
in 181 1, when it was built. The 
Mendenhalls were Quakers and 
abolitionists-committed to the 
abolition of slavery. 

It's not surprising, then, that a 
Wesleyan abolitionist from Ohio, 
on an anti-slavery mission to North 
Carolina, should spend his first 
night there in that house. Any 
opponent of slavery was his friend 

lf~~~"'l"."i"--~· . . and he would 

and free states to the Union, hoping 
to compromise its way to peace. 
America was literally, legally and 
precisely, half-slave and half-free. 
That precarious balancing act had 
been the law of the land since the 
Missouri Compromise of 1820. 
Slavery dominated the agenda of 
Congress and the conversations of 
most Americans. 

But the churches were strangely 
silent on slavery-not just the 
Methodists, but almost everyone "FR '"·· ·-'<-,, . . 

~'
00flr~~-'=EDol\:Jl;C' 

else. Then a new 



denomination came to Adam Crooks' 
hometown of Leesville, Ohio, and their 
outspoken opposition to slavery 
echoed loudly in the silence around 
them. They were the Wesleyan 
Methodists, and with them Adam 
Crooks had found a home. 

JOHN WESLEY 
The Wesleyan Methodists were 

being faithful not only to their hearts, 
but also to their heritage, when they 
took a stand against slavery. John 
Wesley himself bad been one of the 
first in England to oppose the slave 
trade. His book, Thoughts on Slave,y 
(1774), had been an early call for the 
Church and society to rid itself of this 
great evil, and the last Jetter he ever 
wrote was to William Wilbe1force, a 
member of Parliament and an evangeli
cal Christian, encouraging him in his 
legislative efforts to prohibit the slave 
trade and to outlaw slavery in the 
British Empire. 

So Methodism, the church John 
Wesley founded without an explicit 
plan to do so, had an anti-slavery 
legacy. Their opposition to slavery 
should have been a given. It was not. 
Methodism had become America's 
largest denomination and didn't want 
to "rock the boat" on a divisive issue 
like slavery. In fact, one Methodist 
bishop owned slaves himself. 
Ironically, the church which 
saluted John Wesley as its 
founder had turned its back 
on his principles. 

OR.ANGE 
scorr 

One Methodist 
who had not aban
doned Wesley's 
principles was a 
young minister in 
New England, 

named Orange 
Scott. He rallied fellow min
isters and concerned laity in 
an 
abolitionist crusade. But 
he found many Methodist 
leaders opposing him. At 
the Methodist General 
Conference of 1836, 
one speaker said on the 
conference floor that he 
wished Scott were in 
heaven-another way 
of saying, "Drop dead." 
In the annual confer
ences that followed, 
Methodist bishops 
would refuse to give 
abolitionists, like 
Scott, the right to 
speak. In the words 
of one Methodist 
historian, the bish-
ops were "soft on 
slavery and hard 
on abolitionists." 

THE FIR.ST 
WESLEYAN 
METHODISTS 

On November 8, 1842, five 
ministers (Orange Scott, Jotbam 
Horton, LaRoy Sunderland, Luther 
Lee, and Lucius Matlack) announce( 
that tµey were withdrawing from 

the Methodist Church they had 
loved and faithfully served. 

In his book explaining 
why they were leaving 

Methodism, Orange 
Scott gave two main 

reasons: the evil of 
slavery, and the 

oppressive hand of the 
bishops. There would be no slave-hold 
ers in this new denomination ... and 
there would be no bishops, either! 

Lest anyone fail to understand when 
they were coming from, they named 
their denominational periodical The 
True Wesleyan--emphasis on TRUE. 

The new Church grew rapidly. 
Others were drawn by their passion fo 
social justice in the name of Christ. 
Scott said on one occasion, "We are 
anti-slavery, anti-intemperance (anti
alcohol), and anti-everything wrong!" 

They also boldly announced their 
intention, as a denomination, to disobe) 
the Fugitive Slave Law which required 
anyone encountering an escaped slave, 
even in the North, to return him to his 
owner. This was an early example of 
civil disobedience, and those who took 
that stand were foUowing in the foot
steps of Peter and the apostles, who 
said to the Sanhedrin: We must obey 
God rather than men (Acts 5:29). 



DEATH OF 
OQANGE scorr 

Orange Scott died of tuberculosis 
and overwork in 184 7, just four years 
into the life of the new denomination 
he helped to establish. Not only the 
Church, but also the nation lost one 
of its strongest anti-slavery voices. 
Historian Donald Mathews of 
Princeton and the University of North 
Carolina paid him that tribute. At 
Scott's funeral, Luther Lee said, "He 
lived in advance of his age." He gave 
his life to persuade the nation of the 
evils of slavery. We, today, are a nation 
persuaded. 

ABQAHAM LINCOLN 
The situation continued to deterio

rate. Clouds of war loomed on 
America's horizon. In a famous 
speech, Abraham Lincoln said, "A 
house divided against itself cannot 
stand" (Mark 3:25). Lincoln conti nued, 
"I believe this nation cannot endure, 
pennanently half-slave and half-free" 
(meaning North-South). Not all 
Southerners were pro-slavery. In 
North Carolina, forty anti-slavery 
Methodists withdrew from their 
church. They had heard of the 
Wesleyan Methodists, and asked them 
for a pastor. 

That was not a request easily 
granted. To be an aboli tionist abo~e 
the Mason-Dixon Line was one thmg. 
To cross that line in the turbulent days 
before the Civil War was another 
thing. The risks were great, and the_ 
Wesleyans did not feel free to appomt 
someone to go. It wou ld have to be a 
volunteer. 

ADAMCQOOKS 
QUOTE 

An eye-witness account of what 
happened next on the floor of the 

annual confer
ence in Ohio is 
recorded: "After 
a season of 
prayer, Brother 
Crooks arose, 
his cheeks as 
pale as mar-
ble . 'I will 
go,' he said. 
' Sustained 
by your 
prayers, 
and in the 

name of my :~:------------=====:~~~~~_J Savior, I will 
oo to North Carolina."' I:> 

Adam Crooks was now 23, Crooks was dragged 
newly-ordained, and single. He knew it 
would be hard, but he had no idea how 
hard it would be. In the journal 
of his journey south, Crooks recorded 
that the road was rough. Dr. Roy S. 
Nicholson later remarked, "His road 
would be rough for the next four 
years." 

"CAN YOU GIVE 
YOUQ LIFE 
FOQ THE CAUSE?" 

In North Carolina, Crooks was 
labeled an outside agitator, a danger
ous radical, and a traitor to the white 
race. He was also labeled a "disturber," 

. I I one charge which was certam y true. 
He was tan-ed and feathered in effigy. 
He was prohibited from speaking on 
the courthouse grounds in Forsythe 
and Guilford counties (where 
Greensboro, High Point, and Winston
Salem are located), despite the First 
Amendment right of free speech; 
North Carolina judges ruled that the 
constitutional guarantee did not apply 
to "True Wesley ans" ! Interestingly 
enouoh, a recent book on violations of 
the ri~ ht of free speech in the pre-Civil 
War South focuses on Wesleyan minis
ters. 

from the pulpit and beaten numerous 
times. Twice he was poisoned-once 
by a false friend who said, "Your life 
is in danger. Come and stay with me." 
He survived an assassination attempt 
when armed men lying in ambush one 
day saw that he was not alone and 
decided against an attack. Through all 
of this, the question that challenged 
him was: "Can you give your life for 
the Cause?" (Cf. 2 Car. 11 :23b-28.) 

Adam Crooks came to North 
Carolina to build the Kingdom, and 
he began by building a meeti n_ghouse 
near the town of Snow Camp m 
Alamance County. It was named 
Freedom's Hill because it stood for 
the freedom of slave and sinner ali ke. 
The congregation started the building 
soon after Crooks arrived in late 
October 1847. The chu rch was 
dedicated in March of 1848. 

It was a simple building, 27' x 36' , 
erected on a foundation of fieldstones. 
The hand-hewn pews were constructed 
with pegs, not nai ls, and the church 
had no heat source at first. The windows 
were only shutters. Simple as it was, it 
must have seemed like a cathedral to 
those new Wesleyans who had prayed 
so earnestly for this day to come. 

. ,, "1 '· . • . • ,.' . -
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UNDEQGQOUND 
QAILQOAD 

Almost immediately, the Freedom's 
Hill congregation began to operate a 
station on the Underground Railroad. 
That "railroad" had no trains or 
tracks, of course; it was a network of 
safe houses stretching all the way 
from captivity to freedom for escap
ing slaves. Routes to Ohio, Indiana, 
and New York were well established, 
with a major Southern terminus of the 
historic pipeline being the Piedmont 
area of North Carolina, where 
Freedom's Hill was located. 

Slaves were hidden under hay in a 
"friendly barn," sometimes in a false
bottom wagon, or in a hollow tree. 
One such hollow tree, less than a mile 
from Freedom's Hill Church, was 
used by two congregations-the 
Wesleyans and the Cane Creek 
Friends (Quaker) Meeting-to hide 
slaves during daylight hours and to 
help them escape at night. 

LAUQA 
SMITH 
HAVILAND 

Other 
Wesleyans 
were active 
in the Underground 
Railroad, too. For example, Laura 

Smith Haviland was a Wesleyan 
Methodist from Michigan, who 
worked closely with Levi Coffin, the 
"Father of the Underground 
Railroad." Her home was the first 
"station" of the Underground 
Railroad in Michigan, and she has 
been honored with a statue in her 
hometown of Adrian, Michigan. She 
worked among African-American 
refugees in Kansas, and the town of 
Haviland, Kansas is named in her 
honor. To us she is a hero, but, in the 
title of her autobiography, she saw it 
simply as A Woman's Life Work. 

CLAY 
CAQYING 

The February 
1996 issue of 
National Geo
graphic ran a 
fascinati ng photo 
of a face carved in 
the soft clay of a 
tunnel- newly 
discovered under a 
house in New York 
State. Experts 
quickly determined that the house 
was a station on the Underground 
Railroad; the tunnel hid slaves durin o 0 

the day and led them to safety after 
nightfall. They left behind mementoes 
of their presence there, carved into 
the tunnel walls. 

That tunnel was under the Wesleyan 
Methodist parsonage in Syracuse, New 
York. The pastor? Luther Lee--one of 
the founders of the denomination. 

COMMUNICATION 
THQOUGH QUILTS 

One aspect of the Underground 
Railroad only recently being explored 
has to do with "quilts," of all things. 
Plantation slaves communicated in a 
number of different ways. One of their 
codes involved quilt designs. Scholars 
call those quilts "fabric griots." A griot 
is an African community storyteller and 
keeper of their cultural and historical 
heritage. Hanging out a quilt in the slave 
quarters must have seemed innocent 
enough to the unknowing slave master 
or plantation owner, but to the slave 
population it could send a message. The 
title of a recent book about those quilts 
says it all: Hidden in Plain View. 

Often these messages related to 
escape plans. One design, called 
"Flying Geese," was very popular. 
The direction of the triangle gave the 
direction of escape. Sometimes several 
triangles pointed in all directions! The 
darkest triangle was the key. 

Another popular 
design was "the 
Drunkard's Path." 
This design was not 
directional but 
instructional; it 
didn't tell them 
where to run but 
how to run. The 
message of this 
erratic design was: 
"Don ' t head north 
in a straight line. 
You'll be too easy 

to track. Zig and zag your way to 
freedom." In keeping with this 
principle, the "stations" of the 
Underground Railroad were not 
arranged in a straight line, either. 
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Still another design was the wagon 
wheel. For one thing, it symbolized 
movement and motion, and the mes
sage was clear: "It's time to travel." 
Also, a false-bottom wagon was quite 
often the vehicle of escape. There 
may be, in fact, some connection 
between the wagon-as-escape-vehicle 
and the noticeable emphasis on "char
iots" in African-American spirituals 
like "Swing Low, Sweet Chariot" 
and "Good News! Chariot's 

part of this Underground 
Railroad imagery. 

MICA.!AH 
MCPHEQSON 

Adam 
Crooks was 
forced from 
North Carolina in 
185 l . He had been 
arrested and convicted on 
the charge of distributing a tract 
on the Ten Commandments! It sounds 
ludicrous today, but early Wesleyans 
preached that slavery was "man-steal
ing," clearly a violation of the eighth 
commandment. Even without Crooks, 
though, the Underground Railroad 
continued to run from Snow Camp and 
Freedom's Hill. One of its leaders was 
Micajab McPherson, a layman. 
McPherson understood what Jesus 
meant by the cost of discipleship. He 
was caught by a lynch mob and banged 
from a dogwood tree on his own prop
erty, because of his Wesleyan principles. 
The mob returned to cut him down 
later, because they said they needed the 
rope to bang another Wesleyan. What 
they didn' t realize was that he was still 
alive. His wife nursed him back to 
health, and he survived to age 85 ! 

A gavel made for Dr. Roy S. 
Nicholson from the wood of the 
dogwood tree on which Micajah 

McPherson was hanged, as well as the 
membership roll from Freedom's Hill 
Church, are on display in the archives 
of Southern Wesleyan University. 
McPherson's name is on the roll. 

SLAVES ON A 
SPANISH SHIP 

The place of Wesleyans in the 
Abolitionist Movement was under

scored in 2002, when the Oxford 
University Press published an 

important legal reference enti
tled The 04ord Companion to 
American Law. On the cover, 
superimposed over a view of 
the Supreme Court Building, is 

a painting that depicts one of 
the most historic cases 

ever to come before 
that court. It was 

the trial of the slaves 
on the Spanish ship 

Amistad, who successfully 
rebelled against their cap-

tors but were then recaptured 
in American waters. Should they be 
returned to their owners as prop
erty? 

An American abolitionist, 
Lewis Tappan, funded their legal 
defense, and former President of 
the United States John Quincy 
Adams pied their cause in court. 
Lewis Tappan was a colleague 
of LaRoy Sunderland, one of 
the founders of the Wesleyan 
Methodist denomination. They 
were both named on a wanted 
poster in New Orleans, and the 
price on their heads was 
$10,000. Their crime: being 
abolitionists. After the trial, the 
Amistad Defense Fund became the 
budget for the American Missionary 
Association, funding anti-slavery 
missions that included Adam Crooks 
and the Wesleyans who followed him 
to the South, in the days before the 
Civil War. 

CQOOKS FUTUQE 
SEQ.VICE 

In the years that followed, Crooks 
served bis Church in the highest 
offices it bad to offer, including 
denominational Editor and President 
of the General Conference. Perhaps 
bis greatest contribution came in the 
days of the Union Movement, when 
many Wesleyan leaders returned to 
Methodism because the battle against 
slavery had ended with the close of 
the Civil War. They saw no reason 
for the continued existence of the 
denomination. 

Adam Crooks did. He saw it as a 
platform for the preaching of biblical 
holiness. After all , Wesleyan Methodists 
were the first denomination to have a 
separate article of religion specifically 
on entire sanctification. He also saw 
it as an important arm of the fight for 
temperance-a fight which would 
later be caJled the Prohibition Movement. 

BASIC HUMAN 
QIGHTS FOQ WOMEN 

Another issue was the matter of 
women's rights. The first convention 
held in the United States, for the 
rights of women, was held in the 
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Wesleyan Methodist Chapel at 
Seneca Falls, New York. In 1848, 
"women's rights" was not the radical 
feminism of today. Lf there was 
"political correctness" back then , it 
would be against women's rights and 
not for them! The issues were "basic 
human rights for women," including 
the right to vote and, in some states, 
to hold property in their own names. 
It also involved the right to ministry. 
The first woman ordained to the 
Christian ministry in the United 
States was named Antionette Brown. 
Her ordination sermon was preached 
by a Wesleyan- Luther Lee. 

Wesleyan Methodists were also 
the first denomination in America 
to give an equal vote to the laity in 
church conferences. It was the 
consistent application of a principle 
-the rights of slaves, the rights of 
women, the rights of the laity. 

MER.GER. 
Across the years, the Wesleyan 

Methodists made their mark among 
evangelical churches and particularly 
churches of the holiness movement. 
Another such church was the Pilgrim 
Holiness Church, which also had 
Methodist roots. Born in the holiness 
revival of the late nineteenth centUJ'y, 
the Pilgrim Holiness Church became 

a force for holiness evangelism at 
home and abroad. In 1968, the two 
churches merged to fonn The 
Wesleyan Church. They marched 
into the auditorium on the campus 
of Anderson College, Anderson, 
Indiana, as two streams of delegates, 
and left as one Church. 

The dove and the flame in 
the merging logo of the Church 
represent the Holy Spirit and 
the life of holiness-the historic 
witness of both of the merging 
denominations. Currently, The 
Wes leyan Church has over 300,000 
members around the world . More 
importantly, the commitment to 
holiness is still strong. 

FREEDOM'S HILL 
RECLAIMED 

Over the years, the congregation 
of historic Freedom's Hill dwindled 
in size, and eventually the building 
fell into disuse and decay. The last 
service there was held in 1939-40. 
The building that had weathered the 
attacks of its enemies also had to 
survive the neglect of its friends. 
In 1973, the pastor and people of 
Neighbors Grove Wesleyan Church 
in Asheboro, North Carolina stepped 
in to reclaim this part of their Wesleyan 
heritage. Led by Pastor Richard 
Kindschi and Youth Pastor Mike 
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Engle, they went to work and 
repaired the church as a labor 
of love. 

The repaired church was 
moved to the conference grounds 
of the North Carolina District of 
The Wesleyan Church in nearby 
Colfax, North Carolina, where 
it remained in a place of honor 
for more than twenty years. 
The District Superintendent 
was Rev. Watson Black, father 
of Dr. Bob Black at Southern 
Wesleyan University. Rev. Black 
saw it as an opportunity 

to partially repay a debt to history. 

FREEDOM'S HILL 
RELOCATED 

But when the conference ground 
was sold, the future of the church 
was again very much in doubt. Dr. 
David Spittal, President of Southern 
Wesleyan University, tackled the 

challenge of preserving this historical 
treasure. Jonathan Catron, Director of 
the Physical Plant at the University, 
led a crew to Colfax. They carefully 
marked every board, disassembled 
the church, and relocated it on the 
campus of Southern Wesleyan 
University in October 2000. The old 
Freedom's Hill Wesleyan Methodist 
Church became the newest building 
on the campus. 

Freedom's Hill is now re-born. 
The building is both a restoration 
and a replication. Almost all of the 
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interior is original- most of the waJls 
and ceiling, all of the flooring, the 
pulpit, the platform, the pews, the 
lamp stands and the window sashes. 
The exterior, however, was more badly 
damaged by termites and carpenter ants 
than anyone had realized. It proved 
impossible to preserve most of it, so 
the restoration crew created a faithful 
replica of its original appearance. 

One exterior feature was carefully 
preserved-the door, with its bullet 
holes, is on display inside the restored 
church, whi le a replica of it hangs in 
its place. 

Landscaping of the grounds is now 
complete. The main feature is a prayer 
walk in the shape of, appropriately 
enough, a wagon wheel. 

QEDEDICA TION 
OFQESTOQED 
CHUQCH 

Freedom's Hill was re-dedicated 
at Homecoming in October 2001. 
Dr. Virgil A. Mitchell , General 
Superintendent Emeritus, preached 
from the same text Adam Crooks 
had used for the ini tial dedication 
of the church in those uncertain 
days of I 848-First Timothy 3: 14-16. 

General Superintendent Earle L. 
Wil son represented the General 
Church and led in a litany of dedica
tion. The most unexpected visitor 
was Adam Crooks himself, who flung 
open the doors of the old church from 
the inside, at the conclusion of the 
service, and invited all those in atten
dance to step into the sanctuary. Nate 
McMurphy and Emily Rampey, both 
ministerial students from North Carolina, 

portrayed Adam Crooks and 
Abigail Williams, a fictitious 
member of the congregation. 

Who wou ld have thought in 
1848 that this church would sur
vive the decade, much less open 
its doors on the 21 " century? 
Freedom's Hill stil l stands

but even more important is the fact 
that it still stands for the same princi
ples it has always represented. It is 
still true to Wesley's dual goal-the 
salvation of souls and the transforma
tion of society in Jesus ' name. 

One of the first visitors to Freedom's 
Hill after its re-dedication was an 
African-American Methodist District 
Superintendent who had spoken in 
a multi-cultural chapel service on 
campus. Chaplain Ken Dill took him 
through the church and told him its 
story. He listened intently and then 
examined everything closely. Placing 
his bands almost reverently on the 
walls, he said, "They did this for me." 

Freedom's Hill was not relocated 
on the campus of Southern Wesleyan 
University to be a musty museum. 

·FREEDOM'S HILL 

It was re-commissioned as a ministry 
center-to be used in a variety of ways 
- for small group worship experiences, 
private prayer and reflection, musical 
programs, academic purposes, weddings, 
tours and drama, in order to impact 
and transform the lives of students 
and visitors alike. 

"History is His story." And His 
story never ends. • 

Bob Black is a Religion Professor at Southern 
Wesleyan University and Wayne Caldwell is 

Histo rian for The Wesleyan Church. 
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(/ tor) Thomas E. Am1iger. 
Earle L. Wilson, David W. Holdren 

The well-known phrase "leader
ship is influence" defines a 
leader in a relational context. A 
leader's ability is revealed by the 

extent to which he or she influences 
another. It is understood that the quality 
and quantity of that influence, whether 
for good or bad, is determined by one's 
character and competence. A positive 
leader may have influence, but the 
impact of this influence is related to the 
level of the leader's competence and the 
trustworthiness of the leader's character. 
Likewise, the influence of a body of 
believers called The Wesleyan Church 
will be determined, in large part, by the 
competence and character of its leaders. 
How will The Wesleyan Church increase 
the level of competence among its leaders 
while simultaneously focusing on the 
character development of them as well? 

In his book Revolution in Leadership 
Reggie MacNeal states, "Leadership 
quality will not improve unless the 
process for developing leaders is trans
formed." All across The Wesleyan 
Church, districts are now embarking 
on the Leadership Development 
Joumey as a means to enhance the 
calling of new leaders and the devel
opment of existing leaders. The 
Leadership Development Journey will 
transform the process of developing 
leaders within The Wesleyan Church in 
two ways. 

By Developing a ''Learning 
Community"-The overarching objec
tive of LDJ is to develop within The 
Wesleyan Church a learning communi ty. 
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Am I My Brother's 
Keeper? 

It is obvious that if any organization is 
to grow, change is required. The impe
tus for such change is continual 
learning. As we in The Wesleyan 
Church learn together, we will grow 
together. If we stop learning, we will 
resort to a maintenance mentality, 
resulting in a gradual decline of effec
tiveness. This learning community must 
encompass all levels of church li fe and 
all people, from local church ministry to 
general Church ministry, from laymen 
to clergy, from college graduates to 
retired ministers. 

What is a learning community? 
Reggie MacNeal defi nes a learning 
community as "a group of colleagues 
who come together in a spirit of mutual 
respect, authenticity, learning, and 
shared responsibili ty to continually 
explore and articulate an expanding 
awareness and base of knowledge. 
The process of a learning community 
includes inquiring about each other's 
assumptions and biases, experimenting, 
risking, and openly assessing the 
results." This is being accomplished 
through LDJ by the establishing of peer 
mentoring clusters. Districts are initiat
ing this firs t phase of LDJ by having 
pastors gather together once a week for 
peer mentoring and learning. As of this 
writing, 243 groups have been started. 
This spring, districts will begin to 
introduce coaching relationships into 
the process of learning. These peer
mentoring clusters will make a 
monumental impact as leaders 
covenant together to meet until every 
pastor and church within that group 

The influence of 
a body of believers 
called The Wesleyan 
Church will be 
determined, in large 
part, by the compe
tence and character 
of its leaders. 

is growing. Mentoring groups provide 
the arena for continual learning, offerin~ 
both encouragement and empowerment 
for those leaders who want to develop 
both their competence and their charac
ter. I can personal ly validate this-the 
mentoring group with which I am con
nected at the International Center has 
been both personally challenging and a 
catalyst for learning and growing 
together. 

By Developing a ''Mission-Driven 
Community"- A mission-driven com
munity defines ministry effectiveness in 
terms of changing lives as a result of 
focusing its attention and energy around 
its core identi ty and biblical mission. 
The mission of The Wesleyan Church is 
clear: The Wesleyan Church exists to 
exalt Christ by evangelizing the lost, 
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discipling new believers, equipping the 
Church for effective ministry, and min
istering to society. 

The mission of The Wesleyan Chu rch 
is and must always be redemptive. If The 
Wesleyan Church remains true to its 
redemptive mission, it will be transfor
mational-seeing lives changed by the 
power of the gospel message. From its 
beginning days to d1ese present challeng
ing days, the mission of our Church has 
focused on changing lives and influenc
ing society. Ministry success has been 
understood not just in terms of building 
buildings to expand the organizational 
structure but, first and foremost, in build
ing people to be full y-devoted followers 
of Christ, committed to building His 
kingdom. This is transformational min
istry-seeing lives changed by God's 
redeeming grace. 

Because our mission is about trans
forming people instead of simply 
maintaining an organization, this means 
we must be continually evaluating the 
methods we deploy to accomplish our 
mission. Do they reflect redemptive min
istry-reaching lost people and seeing 
lives changed through the power of the 
gospel message? Do they result in repro
ductive ministry-multiplying 
effectiveness by starting new ministries 
and planting new churches? When a 
church is redemptive and reproductive, it 
has become a transformational church. 
As a "mission-driven community," it has 
in essence fulfilled Paul 's exhortation to 
the Corinthian church: All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and gave us the ministry 
of reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:18). 

A learning community and a mission
driven community will not exist unless 
leaders are willing to be interdependent 
with each oilier, see ilie big picture of 
buildin g God's kingdom, and focus on 
ways to encourage and empower each 
oilier instead of competing wiili one 
another. The phrase " leadership is influ
ence" is truly understood when leaders 
affirm and model affirmatively, ''I am 
my brother's keeper!" • 
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Adequacy 

There are twin enemies of effective leader
ship-a debilitating sense of inadequacy 
and a destructive sense of self-suffi

ciency. They reside at opposite ends of a leader's 
view of his or her ability to lead. Both enemies 
need to be dealt with if you are going to be effec
tive. The great paradox in ministry is to realize 
you are not adequate-and to realize that you 
are adequate! 

A wonderful word appears in Ephesians 3:19: 
... that you may be filled to the measure of all 
the fullness of God. There is hope for those who 
feel isolated and inadequate, and there is cor
rection for those who feel self-sufficient. You can 
be filled-you need to be filled-and the source 
of fullness is God. 

In his book Knowledge of the Holy, A.W. Tozer 
identifies the fullness of God as being "self-suffi
ciency." God contains all. He needs nothing. He is 
self-sufficient. He is what He is in Himself. 

God alone is fully self-sufficient. That is His 
nature, but it is not ours. Our nature is to leak 
sufficiency and to need repeated fillings. The 
need for filling (inadequacy) is ours, both by 
inherited nature and by ministerial activity. The 
more we do, the more we need resources out
side of ourselves. The greater our responsibility, 
the greater our need for divine enablement. We 
are not sufficient in and of ourselves. Adequacy 
for Christian ministry must be found in reliance 
upon the resources of God. 

The Apostle Paul says another amazing thing: 
[the church], which is his body, the fullness of him 
who fills everything in every way (Eph. 1 :23). The 
Church is identified as the fullness of Him who fills. 
The sufficiency and adequacy of God is measured 
out to us in our relationships with others within the 
body of Christ. We are not sufficient without God. 
We are not sufficient without His Church. 

The Leadership Development Journey seeks 
to develop greater effectiveness and adequacy in 
ministers by providing relationships in which lead
ers can learn, grow, receive, and give. Peer 
mentoring groups are LDJ's first means for 
discovering the empowerment of interdepend
ent relationships. Coaching {for which training 
will be available this year) is the second. 

Open up and reach oul in order to receive the 
sufficiency of God that comes through a dynamic 
relationship with Him and with others within the 
Church. You can be made to be adequate. • 

- Ken Heer, Coordinator of WJ 

(information and resources available at 
www. wesleyan.orgl ld/) 
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Northwest District Pastor 
Reflects on Murdered Family 
Four members of a 
St. Johns Wesleyan family 
were found murdered 
in Tillamook State Forest, 
in Oregon. The husband 
and father has been 
charged with the murders. 
Pastor Phil Hawk reflects 
on the mother and children. 

We were 
stunned by 
the news we 

received the night of 
December 21, 2002. 
Several were at 
the church praying 
for the missing 
Morris family, 
when the news 
came. The bodies of 
Renee Morri s and 
her three children
Bryant, Alexis, and 
Johnathan- had been 
found. They had all 
been murdered! 

As shocking and numbing as the news 
was, God has sustained and given strength 
beyond measure. The people of St. Johns 
Wesleyan Church count it a joy Lhat we 
were privileged to know and to share in 
these very special lives. Celebrate with 
me the lives of Renee Morris and her 
children. 

Renee had a servant 's heart. She 
gave of herself freely to fa mily, to 
friends, to the church, and to others. 
Renee has taught Sunday school, helped 
with junior church, served as co-director 
of the children's Christmas musical, and 
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he lped with Vacation Bible School and 
Kids Camp each summer. Whenever she 
started something, she was diligent in 
seeing it fini shed. Renee was straight
forward with what was on her mind. 
She was pain fully honest at times, but 
she was respected for that-and you 
could be sure she was no t talking about 
you behind your back. Renee also loved 
music and was a gifted vocalist. 

Those who knew her best knew she 
loved to read and ta lk about the Bible. 
She read books with a focus on growing 
in her spiritual walk. Renee was also a 
home school mom. Attention to the 
spiritua l growth of her children was 

inc luded in their dai ly 
schooling. 

Bryant was ten years 
o ld and loved learning, 
as well. He was a student 
at heart. Bryant was a 
se lf-mot ivator and could 
qui te often be found in 
the kitchen by himself 
at 6:30 A. M. , getting his 
own breakfast and a 
j ump start on his school
work for the day. His 
strongest interest was 
in animals and plants. 
Bryant read a lot of 
books, to learn more 

about both. His goal was to be an animal 
expert some day. 

Alexis was eight years old, sweet 
and innocent. She nearly always had a 
winning smile she carried wi th her 
everywhere. Alexis d id not possess the 
same quest for learning as her brother 
o r her mom. She did enjoy li fe though, 
and her love was for people and events. 
Alexis liked to spend time with fr iends 
mid family, doing things and going places. 

Four-year-old Johnathan was active 
and full of life. He could win your heart 
with hi s big brown eyes. Johnathan's 

greatest love was for rhinos. He would 
often pretend to be a rhino-bumping 
into you or running down the hallway. If 
he or his rhino were hurt, he would not 
hesitate asking his Sunday school class 

to pray. 
Each of the children displayed respect 

to each other, to their parents, and to 
others. Each of them had a love for Jesus 
and loved to worship and le~m1 more 
about Him. Bryant had already read 
completely through the Bible. Each of 
them was active in nem·ly every area of 
children 's ministry of the church. Their 
absence will leave a void among us. 

The lives of Renee, Bryant, Alexis, 
and Johnathan will inspire each one who 
possesses that same faith to press on to 
know Christ more and to make Him 
known. They lived it and breathed it 
in their day-to-day lives. I am confident 
that God honored that faith by sending 
His grace to pick them up and carry 
them in His arms across that threshold 
from this li fe to the next-eternal li fe 
with Christ Himself. Through that hope 
in Christ, we look forward to seeing 
them again some day. • 

St. Johns Wesleyan Church is located in 
Portland, OR. Phil Hawk serves as the pastor. 

Pension Fund Appoints 
New Director of 
Administration & Benefits 

Bobby Temple, General 
Director of Wesleyan Pension 
Fund, announced the promotion 
of Alessia Stowers to Director 
of Administration and Benefits. 
Stowers, who began her duties 
January 1, has been with the 

Alessio S10w, 
Department since 1997. Prio r 
to that, she served 16 years in the General 
Treasurer's office. In her new position, she 
will administer new enrollees and oversee 
benefits of the Defined Contribution and 
Defined Benefits plan. 

Alessia resides in Elwood, IN with her 
husband, David. The Stowers have three 
chi ldren: Kristin, age 11 ; Brandon, age 5; 
and Megan, age 4. 
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I t was at the most recent International 
Wesleyan Youth Convention, "Cincy 
98," that a decision by our students 

was made that would affect others 
whom they would never meet. In the 
midst of experiencing this phenomenal 
event that would surpass many of our 
own expectations, an offering was taken 
which asked for a simple, yet heartfe lt 
response. Standing on the platform and 
looking out across the I 0,000 gathered 
in that room, I asked students and lead
ers alike to consider participating in an 
offering that would support taking the 
message of the gospel beyond the 
boundaries of our own ideas and current 
structures. In other words, this money 
would have no earthly value to those 
giving the money. This was based on 
simple, biblical truth. Upon receiving 
the offering, we realized that $60,000 
had been given. 

In the years since that night in 
Cincinnati , we have been thrilled to see 
the vision of that money realized in a 
variety of circumstances and ventures. It 
has included ministry-training scholar
ships for students in the United 
Kingdom, the inaugural young adult 
conference in Australia, and youth min
istry leadership support in church 
planting opportunities. 

In recent days, that offering's vision 
was still being realized in the beautiful 
country of the Dominican Republic. In 
late November 2002, the first-ever 
Latin American WY Conference was 
held, with ten different countries par
ticipating. Close to 200 delegates met. 
It was an honor and thrill to be able to 
attend the conference and see the people 
behind the stories of commitment and 
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Teen Travels 36 Hours to 
Attend First Latin American 
Wesleyan Youth Convention 

spiritual hunger. To worship 
alongside the hearts of so many 
longi ng for God's fresh 
anointing within their 
"world" was a moving 
experience, as well as a 
sobering encounter. 

The Pacific Southwest 
District of The Wesleyan 
Church was also instrumen
tal in the launching of this 
event. Distr ict Superintendent 
Steve Babby attended the con
ference on behalf of his district, 
which has a strong re lationship with 
Wesleyan missions in Latin America. 
Conference delegates and guests praised 
Samuel Ortega, Director of Wesleyan 
Youth for Latin America, and his 
Dominican Republic team, for an "out
standing job of organizing, promoting, 
and hosting the convention." 

There are numerous stories from the 
success of this conference, but the story 
of a young Bible school student 
named Aryana may best reflect the 
cumulative heart of our brothers and 
sisters in Latin America. Deep within 
the borders of Brazil , Aryana chose to 
leave home for the first time and travel 
by foot, bus, airplane, and car (amount
ing to a total journey of three days) to 
be a part of this event. 
She was not in 
charge of 
anything. 
She had no 
title. She 
wasn' t selling 
anything. She 
had no connec
tions to help 
her. She simply 
wanted to be a 

part of an event she believed was 
important to God and to her heart. 
Aryana's pursuit taught me a lot 
about hungering and thirsting after 
righteousness. 

I am reminded that students who 
participated in the offering at Cincy 98, 
though they may never meet Aryana, 
are immensely fortunate to have the 
privilege of helping her realize her own 
personal vision . 

This is the power of giving! • 

-Ross DeMerchant 
General Director 

The Youth Department 
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.... NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

New World Headquarters 
Building Update 

The lack of receiving final building 
permits, and the challenge of starting 
foundation work in cold weather has 
resulted in a decision to temporarily 
delay work on the new World Headquarters 
building. Building project coordinator 
Craig Dunn says, "Projections are that 
foundation work will begin the first 
week in March, which will result in a 
better build ing in the long run, and allow 
for quicker construction of the building 
in better weather. There will be a con
centrated effort to complete plans for 
such items as the telephone and com
puter system infrastructure, security 
systems, and technology for the multi
purpose room and recording studio." 

.... NEWS FROM COLLEGES & SEMINAR I ES 

Ardelia Williams Retires From IWU 
Professor Ardelia Williams, 

who oversaw the growth of 
Indiana Wesleyan University's 
art department from one major 
to 150 majors, has retired after 
35 years of service. 

She had earned a degree at Westfield 
(IN) Seminary before enrolling at !WU, 
where she earned a degree in art in 
1951. She returned to Marion in 1967, 
when her husband, Dr. Wilbur Glenn 
Williams, accepted a teaching job in the 
IWU religion department. 

During her tenure as coordinator of 
the art department, Ardelia helped plan 
the $3.2 million Beard Arts Center, 
which opened in 1992. 

.... READER 'S FORUM 

Thank you for including the article 
entitled "Holiness-Why?" written by 
David Holdren (December 2002 issue) . 
It was the shortest and best treatise on 
the "why" of holiness that I have read 
during 53 years of preaching ministry. 
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David K. Ross 
Olean, NY 
via E-mail 

.... DISTRICT N E WS 

East Michigan 
Last November, members from 

Community Wesleyan in Washington, 
MI led a medical missions trip (with 

' others from NC, PA, and TX), sharing 
God's Word and medicine to approxi
mately 2,000 residents of Honduras and 
El Salvador. Edward Torres, the church's 
minister of youth and young adults, bap
tized Sandra O' Brian in Lake llopongo 
(a dormant volcano), with a Messianic 
Jewish rabbi , Pastor Jorge. 

(I tor) Rabbi Ascencio, Sandy, and Pastor Torres 

Wesleyan pastors in Central America, 
and their families, were ministered to at 
a time when all hospital workers were 
on strike. 

Matthew Mabey serves as senior 
pastor of the church. 

.... OBITUARIES 

Dean, Rev. Marcella, 91 
December 6, 2002 

Rev. Marcella Dean 
was promoted to glory 
on December 6, 2002, in 
Owosso, MI. She was born . 1 

March 15, 191 1, in Cincinnati, OH, 
to John and Mary (Foster) Dean. 

She was a missionary to Africa 
and General Director of the Women's 
Missionary Society in the former Pilgrim 
Holiness Church. During her tenure as 
WMS Director, Marcella founded the 
chi ldren's Missionary Society (which 
became a part of WKFM). 

A member of Owosso Wesleyan 
Church, she served as the Christian 
education director for many years. 

Survivors include a sister, Myrtle 
Williams, Sununervi lle, MA; seven 
brothers: John (Lucille), Owosso; Ray 

(Helen), Argus, IN; Stanley (Fern), 
Coleman, Ml; Carl (Erma), Owosso; 
David (Pat), Flint; Donald (Mary), 
Bethel, OH; and Clifford (Donna), FL. 
There are also many nieces and nephews. 

Fay, Edith "Edie" A., 62 
November 30, 2002 

Edith "Edie" A. Fay died 
November 30, 2002, in Marlene, 
Ml. She was born December I 0, 
1939, in Wheeler, Ml, to Claud 
and Genevieve (Mayle) Hynes. She mar
ried Rudyard K. Fay on August 17, 1957, 
in Breckenridge, Ml. 

She and her husband served in vari
ous Wesleyan churches for 40 years, in 
the East Michigan and Western Ohio 
Districts- serving for the last 16 years 
in the Kingston Wesleyan Church. Edie 
served as a pastor's wife, a Sunday 
school teacher, and also as a church 
musician and singer. 

She is survived by her husband, 
Rudyard; her parents; and chi ldren: Pam 
(Bill) Jozwiak, Waterford; Tammy (Ted) 
Brzezinski, Kingston; and Michael Fay, 
Oxford. There are eight grandchildren; 
two oreat orandsons; a brother; a sister-

"' "' in-law; her mother-in-law; and several 
nieces and nephews. She was preceded 
in death by her great grandson, Joseph . 

Gunsalus, Rev. Russell D., 95 
October 30, 2002 

Rev. Russell Daniel Gunsalus 
was promoted to his eternal 
home on October 30, 2002, in 
Wytheville, VA. He was born 
Jul y 29, 1907, in Watervliet, NY, to 
Daniel H. and Rachel E. (Manderville) 
Gunsalus. 

His 22 years of service in higher 
Christian education included the presi
dency at United Wesleyan College in 
Allentown, PA, and administrative 
roles at Marion College (now Indiana 
Wesleyan University), Asbury College, 
and Eastern Nazarene College. 

He served in evangelistic work and 
preaching missions in 40 foreign countries. 
Rev. Gunsalus was District Superintendent 
of the Capital District and an assistant 
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General Superintendent in the Pilgrim 
Holiness Church, prior to merger. 
Ordained in 1932, his credentials were 
in the Shenandoah District of The 
Wesleyan Church. 

He was preceded in death by spouses 
Martha (Dyer) Gunsalus and Agnes 
(I(j rtz) Gunsalus, as well as an infant 
daughter. He is survived by his daughter, 
Maitha G. Chamberlain, Knoxville, TN; 
and three sons: Harold R., Roanoke; R. 
Douglas, Roanoke, VA; ai1d D. Brent, 
Afton, VA. There are seven grandchildren 
and five great grandchildren. 

Huff, Rev. Ruth, 88 
November 28, 2002 

Rev. Ruth Huff passed away 
November 28, 2002. She was born July 
15, 1914. Ruth and her husband, Carl, 
were married June 20, J 942. He pre
ceded her in death. 

She and Carl were ordained in 1947, 
in the Wesleyan Methodist Church. 
They spent nearly three decades in pas
toral service in OH and WV. Ruth was a 
graduate of God's Bible School and 
Malone College, where she earned a 

B.S. in e lementary education at the age 
of 56. She retired to the Greater Ohi o 
District of The Wesleyan Church. 

There ai·e two surviving children and 
one deceased child. 

Wilson, Rev. Cedric P., 72 
August 7, 2002 

Rev. Cedric P. Wil son died August 7, 
2002, in Delaware, OH. He was born 
October 22, J 929, in Grantsburg, IN, to 
Howerton and Ethel May (Belcher) 
Wi lson. 

A U.S. Navy veteran of the Korean 
Conflict, he served as a Wesleyan minis
ter for 45 years, in the Greater Ohio 
District, having most recently served 
Victory Camp and S unbury Wesleyan 
Church. Cedric was also an auxiliary 
member of the Sandusky, OH Salvation 
Army. 

He was preceded in death by his par
ents and two brothers, Charles and 
Clifford. Survivors include his wife of 
47 years, Elizabeth (Orr) Wilson; a son: 
Paul (Callie), Jackson MO; one grand
son, a niece, and two nephews. 

After meeting for 7 years in a dance hall, Spirit A live Wes leyan Church 
in Yakima, Washington now calls this beautiful bui ld ing home. 

Spirit Alive is another example of a church that has received financing 
for a building project from the Wesleyan Investment Foundation. 

Let us partner with your church 
in your future expansion! 

WESLEYAN INVESTMENT FOUNDATION 
Phone: 317-570-5136 Fax: 317-842-6190 

E-mail : wif@w esleyan.org www.savewithw if.com 

TWA I February 2003 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

The 
Magazine 

for 

Wesleyan 
Living 

0 YES! Stan my two-year subscription 

to The Wes/eya11 Advocate right away. I get two 

full years for only $22.50 (Canada $3 1.50) ! 

0 I'd prefer a one-year subscription 

for only $ 12.50 (Canada $ 17.50). 

0 New Subscription O Payment Enclosed 

0 Gift Subscription 

Given by: 

Address ------ ---- ---

City/State/Zip _ __________ _ 

Church _____________ _ 

Mail to: The Wesleyan Advocate 
P.O. Box 50434 

Indianapolis, IN 46250 

WESLEYAN 
ADVOCATE 

The Best in weslevan 
Information and Inspiration 

il 
Subscribe 

Today! 
I 

l 



'Inis is your i11vitn1ion to ntteru( 1/ie 
•cefe6rntio11 of tfie Century, H tfie 011e- fi111ufretflfi 
6irtfufa!J of 'IVesfe!JIIII 'Wo111e11 a111f'Wesfe!Ja11 
'l(jas f or '}.,fissions. 'I1ie co11ventio11 is tfesig11etf lo 
recog11i.ze prirfe in our pasl, molivnte pnssio11 in 
tfie prese11t, antf i11spire promise fo r our f uture. 

• T.11jo!J i11spin'11g spen/i:frs 
• Join fiea rts in fiope, visio11, 

a11tf fa ug fiter 
• '}.,(af(e 11ew f rie11tfsfiips witfi women 

f rom man!/ parts of tfie worftf 
• 'Become part11ers wfio stantf reatf!J 

witfi support 111u( prn!Jer 
• 'Ta f(e time to sit at Jesus' feel 

Cntcfi tfie fieart6enl of 'lllesfe!Jn" '1Vome11: 

'To Serve Our 'World' witfi Love is tfte 
:Heart6eat of Our :Missiollf 

lVesleyan l1Vo1J1e11 
General Co11ve11tio11 

./11111 ./-7. !cltJJ 
!11tli1111a l\,~1'11:i·1111 ( 111ic11:.i~1· 

Check our web page at 
www. wesleya11.orglwomen 

6undap&~E!!2£! 
Answer: Sunday School 
Question: What are we doing about Ute 
unchurched unsaved? 

The unchurched unsaved are those with no 
meaningful connection to Christ or the Church. 

Church growth researchers Chip Arn, George 
Hunter, and Thom Rainer are helping us all face the 
reality that at least 41 % of Americans and an even 
higher number of Canadians need this "meaningful 
connection." This meaningful connection is best 
translated as a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ and a personal relationship-based group, 
best known as a Sunday School class or disci
pleship group. 

Here're two eye openers that cry out for action. 

Eye popper number one-There is an alarming 
decline of religious instruction tor children. Dr. 
Charles Arn reported in 1952 that only 6% of adults 
had no religious training as a child; by 1965 it was 
9%; in 1978 it jumped to 17%; by 1981 to 21 %; and 
1993 to 35%. One can only imagine what it is today. 

Action-Don't get caught in a fatal error of 
neglecting or abandoning the best time and oppor
tunity for reaching and equipping kids-Sunday 
School. Today's children's Sunday School must be 
more than just kid's stuff. 

Decide this spring to take your Sunday School 
beyond just kid's stuff and attend a Building 
Extreme Faith session near you. 

Eye popper number two-The majority of 
unchurched want religious training for their children. 
Who would have thought it! 

They- the unchurched-want it. The question 
is: "Have you got it?" Based on current research, 
churches that are downsizing Sunday School are 
headed the wrong way. Sunday School is still the 
best venue for small group, relationship-based 
units for kids. 

Now many of you think I'm already bug-eyed 
for Sunday School, and it's true. My love and pas
sion for Sunday School goes all the way back to 
my earliest days as a pastor. Every church that my 
wife, Sue, and I pastored focused on and featured 
Sunday School. I might add, they all grew. Many 
would respond and say, "That was yesterday; today 
is different." And I couldn't agree more. It is differ
ent. The researchers are all saying the need is 
greater and the opportunity unprecedented to 
utilize a simple vehicle called Sunday School. 

Action-What an opportunity awaits those who 
wi ll make children's Sunday School the "very best" 
in order to reach the unchurched unsaved. And by 
the way, if you get the kids, you have the parent(s). 

Ray E. Barnwell Sr. 
General Director 

Sunday School & Discipleship 
Ministries 

sundayschool@wesleyan.org 



IN THE NEWS 
• Pat Boone's Grandson Making 
"Miraculous" Recovery 

The grandson of celebrity Pat Boone is 
slowly recovering from a traumatic fa ll 
that left him in a coma for several months, 
and family and friends are calling it a mir
acle. 

In 2000, Ryan Corbin, Boone's eldest 
grandson, accidentally crashed through a 
skylight at his Brentwood, CA apartment, 
fa lli ng 40 feet and landing on a concrete 
floor below. Doctors eventual ly told his 
parents that if he survived, he would be 
in a vegetative state the rest of his life. 
Within days of the accident, his famous 
grandfather and the rest of the family were 
using television and the Internet to call 
mi ll ions of Christians a ll over the world 
to pray for the Christian young man. 

Corbin is presently in a wheelchair, is 
beginning to speak again, and his family 
advises that he is improving every day. 

• Egyptian Government Declares 
Christmas a National Holiday 

For the fi rst time, Coptic Christians in 
Egypt were able to celebrate Christmas as 
a national holiday. On Dec. 18, 2002, 
Egyptian President Hosni M ubarak 
declared Jan. 7 (the day that Coptic 
Christians celebrate Christmas) a national 
holiday. 

These Egyptian Christians base their 
beliefs on the teachings of Saint Mark. 

• Ziglar Receives Award 
In December, author and motivational 

speaker Zig Ziglar was named by the 
Presidentia l Prayer Team as recipient of 
the American Inspi rations Award. The 
award is presented each month to a person 
whose faith in public li fe serves as an 
inspiration to all Americans. 

• Judge Rules Against License Plates 
A federal j udge has ruled that South 

Carolina 's "Choose Life" license plates are 
unconstitutional. Senior U.S. District 
Judge William Bertelsman ruled that the 
pro-l ife tags, approved by South Carolina's 
legislature in 200 I, violate the First 
Amendment because they provide a forum 
for pro-life advocates tha t abortion sup
porters are denied. 

• Religious Services No Longer Held 
at Disney Theme Park 

Florida's Walt Disney World theme 
park has dropped its 28-year tradition of 
offering weekend religious services to its 
Christian guests. The park, which began 
the Sunday services in 1975, said it could 
no longer accommodate the 1,500 or more 
Catholic and Protestant fam ilies who want 
to attend the services. 

Lou Sheldon, representing Traditional 
Values CoaUtion, told the Cybercast News 
Se111ice, 'T m sure Walt Disney is crying 
from his grave when he sees what the cur
rent owners are doing to his basic belief 
system by saying, ' the inn is full. There's 
no more room for the baby Jesus."' CNS 
noted that the famous animator and creator 
of many classic cartoon characters and 
movies once said, "Whatever success I 
have had in bringing clean, informative 
entertainment to people of all ages, I 
attribute, in part, to my Congregational 
upbringing and lifelong habit of prayer." 

• If Trends Continue, More Attacks 
on Christians in 2003 

According to a new repo1t from the world 
Evangelical Alliance (WEA), the world 
should prepare for a growing number of 
attacks against Christians this year. According 
to Elizabeth Kendal, a researcher for WEA, 
present trends point to an escalation of attacks 
targeting foreign Christian workers. 

"This is paiticularly true in Muslim 
majority nations and regions, especially the 
Middle East, Northern Nigeria, Indonesia, 
and Pakistan," said Kendal. "However, it is 
also the case in nations where other religions 
are striving to regain their historic domi
nance and influence, and where rel igious 
nationalism is being used as a political tool. 
This is so with Hinduism in India and 
Buddhism across much of South East Asia. 
Christian work in these regions will become 
increasingly dangerous." 

Even Europe isn ' t immune to the rise of 
Chr istian persecution in the coming months. 
Bulgaria, Belai·us, Moldova, and other coun
tries have approved or are considering laws 
that favor Orthodox nationalism and ban or 
restrict religious activity of Christians from 
other denominations. 

\\llVW.eva11gelical-press.com 
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Addressing 
Social Concerns 

by Patricia S. Crockett 

As a Wesleyan, I can look to a noteworthy 
heritage of "social activists," including 
Orange Scott, Francis Asbury, John Wesley, 

and, of course, Jesus Christ Himself. Clearly, 
Christians must address the moral issues that 
plague society-issues such as abortion, sexual 
immorality, divorce, substance abuse, abuse of 
our God-given resources. Yet pastors are some
times tempted to wax eloquent about social 
issues while ignoring the personal (i.e., heart) 
issues that underlie them. Surely, in the end, 
however, the resolution of each social issue 
depends upon the choices that we as indi
viduals make. 

As a pastor, my concern is with the choices 
made by the individuals under my care. God has 
not called me to draft legislation, or write 
books, or speak at conferences in order to influ
ence "society." He has called me to be a 
shepherd to Martha and Henry and Pat and 
Dave and Sherry. 

As a pastor/shepherd, I can most effectively 
address social issues by: 

CALLING MY PEOPLE TO HOLINESS 
This means calling my people to Jesus. This 

call to holiness is not a call to some abstract 
biblical standard. It is a call to come closer to 
Jesus-to come so close that we reflect the 
very image of Jesus Himself. I can teach and 
preach and screech about social issues, but 
until my people desire Jesus more than any
thing else, they will not heed me. Once my 
people are close to Jesus, their decisions (on 
social issues) will reflect Christ. 

MAINTAINING MY OWN PERSONAL HOLINESS 
This is not a matter of "moral preening" (tak

ing a public stand on an issue in order to flaunt 
my own moral superiority). It is rather a matter of 
moral leadership. I cannot call my people to a 
standard of holiness that I myself do not maintain. 

PRAYING FOR GOD'S HOLY SPIRIT TO WORK 
IN MY PEOPLES' HEARTS 

-to convict, to convert, to nurture, to sanc
tify. As a pastor, I must plant and I must water. 
But only God, through His Holy Spirit, can give 
the increase-in holiness-to those under my 
care. May He ever do so! 

Patricia S. Crockett is pastor of Cherokee 
Wesleyan Church, in NC. 
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HOL INESS 

A Commitment 
10 Holiness. 

in their wake, it remains imperative 
that we focus the spotlight of God's 
searching Word on our needy world 
and point everyone's attention to the 
nurturing of the Holy Spirit. 

Holiness is that uncommon valor in 
which the gospel of Christ guides us into 

ethica l behavior by 
teaching us to make 
choices that have 
their root in the res
urrection of Christ 
and the holiness of 
God. As people of 
the Resurrection, we 
are called to strive 
for li fe 's highest and 
best, even when we 
are not perfect. 

by Wayne M. Warner 

Something is terribly wrong with 
today's society! More than any 
other generation before us, we have 

more of almost everything, but we have 
as many troubled and unhappy people as 
ever in history. Self-expression seems to 
have philosophically brainwashed a 
majority of evangelical Christians, 
including holiness believers. 

Some church members live little 
differe ntly than their non-churched 
counterparts. Warped value systems 
accept no authority that is not self-serv
ing, which allows some to declare, "No 
preache r is going to tell me what to do!" 
As an example, some church members 
agree only to the "rules of the road" 
they fi nd convenient. We find them 
among an increasing number of people 
involved in " road rage"-including 
those church folks who continue ins ist
ing on their Fuzz-Busters for protection 
from the neighborhood police officer 
with his radar gun. 

Fragmented families, abused children, 
and destroyed lives witness to broken 
marriage vows, crushed convictions, and 
perplexed personalities. Supreme alle
giance to individual rights results 
in the rights of unborn children being 
stomped under foot and encourages 
leaving denominations that demand 
discipline. 

Donald Goldman, a Boston epidemi
ologist, suggests that patients not worry 
about speaking up and possibly "offend
ing" their health-care providers. He 
acknowledges that the more shorthanded 
or harried staff personnel become, the 
more like ly they are to forget washing 
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their hands. He 
suggests that if the 
computer industry 
can institute clean 
rooms, "health care 
should do no less." 

The Dean of 
Nurs ing at 
Georgetown 
University, Elaine 
Larson, cal ls this a 
behavior problem 

The life of holi-

rather than a 
knowledge prob
lem because "We 
know what we' re 
supposed to do." If 
industry can call 
for c lean rooms 
and health care 
professionals can 
preach c lean 
hands, I wonder 
why we should not 
proclaim the kind 
of holy living P.H. 

Holiness is that uncommon 
valor in which the gospel 
of Christ guides us into 

ethical behavior by teaching 
us to make choices that have 

ness suggests a 
lifestyle, or eth.ic, 
that transforms 
our customs, 
habits, and our 
very lives. It calls 
us to respond per
sonall y, and to 
behave in those 
ways that reflect 
our best choices for 
acting out God's 
claim upon our 
lives. Paul insisted 

their root in the resurrection 
of Christ and the holiness 

of God. 

Bresee called "a 
delight to Jesus, a joy to the soul , a 
benediction to the home, a power in the 
church . .. "? 

Why should we not reaffirm our need 
for a holiness experience in which we 
commit our lives as the keyboard across 
which the Master Musician plays, and 
al low His trained fingers to transform our 
cacophony of sound into a spiritual sym
phony that will li ft-Lo a new level of 
joy- a world which is currently joyless? 

Admiral Chester Nim.i tz described 
World War Two years as a time when 
" uncommon valor was the common 
virtue." Church history is filled with 
those who possessed the virtue of 
"uncommon" valor, and as we fo llow 

such righteousness 
is actualized in our 

lives as we become obedient f rom the 
heart to that form of teaching to which 
[we] were commiued (Rom. 6:17-19 
NASY). 

That ethical effort means walking 
lovingly with other believers and 
walking wisely among unbelievers 
(Col. 4:5). Rather than absolute perfec
tion, wrote Sam Brengle, holiness is 
"that state of heart and life which con
sists in being and doing all the 
time- not by breaks and starts, but 
steadily-just what God wants to be and 
do" (Helps to Holiness, p. 3). • 

Wayne M. Warner is a freelance writer 
from Battle Creek, Ml. 
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We do not simply 
stumble into being 

courteous. 

BY MORRIS CH ALFANT 

Years ago, an old merchant angrily 
wrote a debtor who had promised 
time and again to settle his long

delinquent account: "You are just a 
mule-eared Liar. If you don't settle up, 
I aim to clobber you until there won't 
be nothing left but a pair of suspenders 
and a wart. I want my money and I want 
it now." 

Then, remembering that even a 
collection letter should be polite, he 
added a postscript: "Please excuse the 
fact that this is written in pencil." 

Empathy, imagination, tact~all are 
ingredients of courtesy which the dic
tionary defines as "gracious politeness 
... a considerate act or remark." Ralph 
Waldo Emerson penetrated to the very 
heart of the word when he wrote: 
''Love is the basis of courtesy." 

My favorite story of innate courtesy 
concerns playwright Sacha Guitry. He 
recalled how, as a young boy, be 
walked through the streets of Paris, 

rwA I February 2003 

itf/(;' 7 
MINISTRY 

accompanied by his courtly grandfather. 
Approached by a beggar, the grandfa
ther gave Sacha some coins for the 
outstretched hand, but later reprimanded 
the boy for not tipping his hat as the 
coins were given. 

"Why should I?" Sacha asked. 
"The beggar was blind." 

"Ah," Grandfather said, "how do 
you know? He may have been a fake." 

Courtesy has sometimes become 
a lost art in our society; however, the 
absence of courtesy immediately 
marks a person as ignorant, thought
less, or rude. 

The lack of courtesy kept a man 
from being an ambassador of the United 
States. President William McKinley 
was considering the appointment of 
an ambassador to a foreign country. 
There were two candidates, with 
almost equal qualifications. An earlier 
incident was brought to McKinley's 
mind and led him not to choose one 
of the men who was in the running. 

It had happened when McKinley 
was in the House of Representatives. 
He had boarded a streetcar and taken 
the last vacant seat. Soon an old 

washerwoman entered the streetcar. 
She was carrying a heavy basket. As 
she stood near the seat of the man 
whom McKinley knew, the man 
shifted his newspaper so as not to 
have to look at her. McKinley saw 
the situation from the back of the car 
and offered the woman his seat so 
that she could rest. 

The candidate never knew that 
this little act of selfishness that 
McKinley witnessed sometime 
before, later deprived him of the 
position he wanted. 

We must choose to be courteous 
and develop the discipline of courtesy 
each day. We do not simply stumble 
into being courteous. The home, 
office, or church that has no time for 
courtesy will have time for rudeness. 
It will have time for complaints if 
there are no compliments. But where 
there are kind words, there will be no 
room for harshness and criticism. • 

Morris Chalfant is a freelance writer 
from Kankakee, IL. 
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PERSONh STIMONY 

Results 
From 

Witnessing 
at work I'd bear, "Hey, Preacher, 1 thought 

Christians didn't read dirty maga
zines!" Spontaneous laughter 
would erupt along the work 

When personal heartaches 
and sorrows disrupted 

their lives, they wanted to 
talk to me. At other times, 

they would join the hecklers. 

benches, but God gave me the 
grace to remain silent. 

Once in a while, upon returning 
to my work area, I'd find globs of 
grease or glue on some tool handles. 
Eyes along the work benches 
watched- waiting for me to explode 
with angry words. I had to pray in 
earnest, asking the Lord to subdue 
the anger boiling inside me and to 

As I walked toward my workbench 
in the factory, I was greeted with 
"Hey, Preacher, who'd you save 

this weekend?" 
With a half-dozen gospel tracts in my 

shirt pocket and carrying a metal lunch 
bucket on which I'd painted "Jesus 
Saves," I had earned the ridicule of 
fellow employees. But I was no preacher 
-just a Christian whose desire was 
to share the gospel with anyone who 
would listen. 

I was careful to never witness on 
company time, but during lunch and 
break times, I'd read my New Testament 
and occasionally have an opportunity to 
answer a troubled feUow employee's 
question from the Scriptures. When per
sonal heartaches and sorrows disrupted 
their lives, they wanted to talk to me. At 
other times, they would join the hecklers. 

Sometimes, returning to my work 
bench, I'd find on it a page torn from a 
risque magazine. As I tore up the offensive 
material, tossing it into the trash container, 

22 www.wesleyan.org 

help me remember that the perpetrator 
had an eternal soul that needed Jesus. 
If I lost my temper, they wouldn ' t see 
Jesus in my life, and I'd never have the 
opportunity to tell them the salvation 
message of how Jesus loves them and 
died on Calvary's cross for them. 

Turning the other cheek, as Jesus 
commanded, wasn't always easy. It 
often included using up valuable work 
time cleaning the tool handles that had 
been sabotaged, but it all paid off 
before I finally left the job to work 
for another company. 

Bill, my most vocal antagonist, was 
an alcoholic. Eyes reddened from drink
ing, he would begin heckling me on 
Monday mornings and continue until 
Friday's quitting time. His salvation was 
a heavy burden upon my heart, but his 
s ituation looked hopeless. Regardless, I 
continued to pray for his salvation as the 
months went by. 

Then God performed a miracle. 
During the Sunday morning worship 

service at our church, Bill , his wife, and 
their two young children entered our 
sanctuary for the first time. Bill had 
never once spoken to me about spiritual 
things. I prayed as I had never prayed 
before, that he would answer the altar 
call at the conclusion of the service. 

When the altar call was given, I 
clinched my eyes shut and began pray
ing for Bill and his precious fami ly. 
Minutes later, when l opened my eyes, 
Bill, his wife, and their children were 
at the altar! 

From that day on, Bill became a close 
friend, defending me against the taunts at 
work. We never talked about how he had 
treated me before he gave his life to the 
Lord, but Bill was a new creation. He 
was no longer enslaved to alcohol and he 
had a wonderful and kind disposition. 

Leaving my job at the factory after 
two years, Bill was the only result of 
my witnessing of which I was aware, 
but two verses of scripture spoke to the 
value of Bi ll 's soul. What good is it for 
a man to gain the whole world, yet for
feit his soul? Or what can. a man give in 
exchange for his soul? (Mk. 8:36, 37). 

All glory, honor, and praise go to our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for Bill 
and his family' s salvation. I'm thankful 
that God opened the door for me to 
witness to this fine man and, perhaps, be 
just a very small part in his coming to 
Christ. • 

Arthur Mack was a freelance writer from 
Norco, CA. Shortly after submitting this 

article, he died of cancer. 
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by Norman G. Wilson, General Editor 

Freedolll F 
From ear 

O
n January 6, 1941, faced with the mounting 
prospect of world war, the late President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt delivered his State of the Union 

address to the 77111 Congress, which will long be 
remembered as the "Four Freedoms" speech. He 
said, "We look forward to a world founded upon four 
essential human freedoms. The first is freedom of 
speech and expression-everywhere in the world. The 
second is freedom of every person to worship God in 
ms own way-everywhere in the world. The third is 
freedom from want-everywhere in the world. The 
fourth is freedom from fear-everywhere in the world." 

The speech so inspired the artist Norman Rockwell, 
that he created a series of paintings on 

under its control. As we once again stand on the brink 
of war, Roosevelt's speech has particular relevance. The 
mjLitary preparedness of the Ucited States is suspect. 
Smart bombs and guided mjssiles may be countered with 
biological and chemical warfare. And now, with the 
potential of nuclear weapons being developed by rogue 
nations such as North Korea or Iraq, there seems to be 
no place to hide. 

President Roosevelt inspired a nation with hi s lofty 
promises of guaranteed freedoms. He also said, "We 
have nothing to fear but fear itself." But here we are
six decades later-still struggling with the same sense 
of foreboding. It is only in Christ that we can find 

true security. That may be why, when 

From the cradle to 
Jesus came upon the scene of human 
conflict, He was introduced with the 

the four freedoms theme. He trans
lated the abstract concepts of freedom 
into four scenes of everyday American 
Life. His portrayal of the images were 
widely circulated when the Saturday 
Evening Post com.missioned and 
reproduced the paintings. Having won 
acceptance by the public, they were 
adopted by the government as the 
centerpiece of a massive drive to selJ 
U.S. war bonds. To capture the feel-

words "Fear not." And often coming 
the grave, We are On unexpectedly into the presence of His 

a constant search for disciples He said, "It is I. Don ' t be 
afraid." The psalmist said, The Lord is 

assurance, protection, 
and security. 

my light and my salvation; Whom 
shall ! fear? The Lord is the strength 
of my life; Of whom shall I be afraid? 
(Psalm 27: l NKJV). That is not to 

ing as well as the meaning of the freedom from fear, 
Rockwell pictured a mother and father standing by the 
bedside of their two peacefully sleeping children. 

Unfortunately, today's chlldren face a world that 
is more Orwellian than Rockwellian. According to 
researchers at Johns Hopkins University-30 years 
ago, the greatest fears of grade school children were: 
I ) animals, 2) being in a dark room, 3) high places, 4) 
strangers, and 5) loud noises. Today, kids are afraid of: 
l) divorce, 2) nuclear war, 3) cancer, 4) pollution, and 
5) of being mugged. That, perhaps as much as any
thing else, reveals the changes of lifestyle in modern 
society. 

From the cradle to the grave, we are on a constant 
search for assurance, protection, and security. The prob
lem for most people is that they are searching, as the song 
says about love, "in all the wrong places." Those who 
look to men, missiles, money, or material things as the 
guarantor of their freedom from fear will live constantly 

suggest that God 's children will live 
on a perpetual high, wi th no natural fears. There were 
times when the same songwriter went down to the very 
depths of despair and cried, "I am troubled, I am bowed 
down, I go mourning all the day long." 

For the child of God, all of our freedoms are founded 
on the ingredients summed up in the comforting passage 
from the fourteenth chapter of John, when Jesus said, Let 
not your heart be troubled. He based that assurance on 
two essential ingredients of our faith: believing-You 
believe in God, believe also in Me; and belonging-In 
My Father 's house are many mansions . .. I go to prepare 
a place for you; that where I am, there you may be also 
(vv. 1-3). 

In spite of the sincerest efforts of the world's greatest 
statesmen, Roosevelt's four freedoms remain as a worthy 
but unrealjzed goal. Tyrants rant and rave, wars rage, and 
famines ravage. But the children of God-those who 
believe in and belong to Him- are kept in perfect 
peace. • 
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End Times 
and Tent Stakes 

W
all charts . . . Holy Land 
maps ... and audio tapes in 
plastic binders. End times 

teachers once were known by their 
familiar tools. Now, best-selling 
novels and Hollywood-produced 
movies have been added to the 
toolbox. The instruments have 
changed, but the interest in time'~ 
culmination and the King's coro
nation is as alive today as it was 
when His disciples watched the 
Savior scale the clouds. 

Sooner now than then, the 
Heavenly Father will turn to His 
right and whisper, "It's time, Son." 
The Conductor of Heaven's sym
phony will point to the trumpeter i1 
first chair, who will then play the 
reveille of eternity. And not a 
moment too soon ! Wars have now 
given birth from their rumors. The 
earth is tired from its trembling. 
And the headlines have already 
been aligned in a staggering dis
play of prophetic "I-told-you-so's.' 

What's next? The WHEN, 
WHERE, and HOW are still being 
discussed. But the WHO already 
have their hands on their tent stakes 

Our feature this month is an 
overview of end time beliefs that 
keep rays of hope shining through 
the gloom. 
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After Jesus had returned to heaven, an angel told His 
disciples that This same Jesus, who has been taken from 
you into heaven, will come back in the same way you 
have seen him go into heaven (Acts 1:11). That 

announcement, along with other promises in the gospels and 
the epistles, has led to the Christian belief that Jesus will 
return again physically, will be with His people, and will rule 
over them. Tbe personal second coming of Jesus Christ is at 
the very heart of biblical redemptive truth. We have already 
been saved from the guilt of sin and delivered from its power; 
but our redemption will not be complete until Christ returns 
and we are delivered from the very physical effects of sin. 

God's redemptive purpose involves not only the salvation 
of individuals, but also of human society. The Bible teaches 
that the power and reign of Satan manifests itself not only in 
the sin, the physical sufferings, and the mortality of individu
als, but also in the evils of all historical experience. God is 
sovereign, and Satan can do nothing apart from His wi ll; yet 
God has permitted Satan to exercise his power over human 
history. Every generation, and certainly this present one, has 
witnessed diabolical evils which we would think impossible 
for enlightened, civilized people. And it seems that the 
demonic element in history is increasing. 

God will not allow Satan to exercise his power in human 
history forever, though. Humankind will not obliterate itself, 
rior wiJI this planet become a cold, lifeless star. There will 
come a day when the knowledge of God will cover the earth 
as the waters cover the sea, and 

peace and righteousness will prevail instead of war and evil. 
When God one day takes the reins of government into His 
bands, the kingdom of God will come to earth and His will 
be done even as it is done in heaven. The second coming of 
Christ is an indispensable doctrine in the biblical teaching of 
our redemption. If not for His glorious return, God's work 
would forever be incomplete. Christ on the cross is the center 
of redemption past. Christ returning in glory is the center of 
redemption future. 

Most of the information about Christ's return is given in 
the book of Revelation. However, Revelation does not mention 
every detail and is highly symbolic. Before discussing the pre
dominant interpretations of Christ's return, we should briefly 
point out four elements described in Revelation. 

1) The evil which has marked human history will, at the end 
of the age, be incarnated into a "superman" caJled the 
Antichrist, who will rule the world and achieve a union of 
church and state so that people will be forced to worship him 
or suffer economic sanctions and death. 

2) This Antichrist, empowered by Satan, will direct his hostil
ity toward God and the people of God. During his 
reign, God's people will suffer the most ten-ible persecution 
history has ever witnessed. This time of suffering is called 
the "Great Tribulation." It will last seven years until, at last, 
God's divine wrath will pour out on the Antichrist and those 
who worship him. 
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3) Another very important element in 
these end times is God's treatment of the 
Jewish people. The veil will be taken 
from their minds, and they will tum as a 
people in faith to Jesus as their Messiah. 
They will refuse to worship 
the Antichrist and will suffer a fearful 
martyrdom. 

4) The Antichrist will prevail temporarily, 
but his reign will be brief. At some point, 
Christ will visibly return in power and 
glory to punish the Antichrist along with 
those who have worshiped him; He will 
deliver His people from 
the tribulation, and establish a kingdom 
of peace on the earth that lasts for one 
thousand years. 

According to this brief outline of 
prophetic teaching, the kingdom of God 
wilJ not fully come until Jesus returns in 
glory. The second coming of Christ is 
the hope of the Church and the hope of 
human history. His coming will mean 
salvation and justice. Although this 
teaching is widely held throughout most 
of the Christian church, there are three 
main positions regarding the timing of 
Christ 's return in the end times. 

TU~ PRiMILL~NNIAL v1iw 
Premillennialists believe that the ref

erence in Revelation 20 to the thousand 
years of peace is a literal or at least a 
fixed period of time that follows the tri
umphant return of Christ. Since the 
return of Christ seems to be described in 
Scripture as imminent-that is, He could 
return at any time-He must be coming 
before the millennium. 

Premillennialists observe that while 
the world seems to be getting better in 
some aspects (pointing to the arrival of 
the millennium), it is getting worse in 
many other aspects. That is, the very dis
coveries which seem to b1ing progress 
usually have within them the seeds of 
their own destruction and decay. For 
example, we invent planes to transport us 
around the world quickly. But planes that 
carry medicine to the needy in remote 
places are the same planes that can drop 
the hydrogen bomb, killing those we may 
have been so anxious to help. 

One of the greatest controversies 
within premillennialism is in detennining 
when the Church will be taken up with 
Christ, or raptured. Revelation reveals 
that there is a time of tribulation before 
the millennium, but will the believers 
be raptured before, during, or after the 
Tribulation? This is a touchy subject 
because whether we as Christians must 
go through the Tribulation depends on 
that ti1ning. And in trying to rearrange 
the Scriptures to figure out the timing of 
the Rapture, a whole Pandora's box of 
endless speculation and argument is 
opened up. 

Pre-tribulationism. A narrow inter
pretation of the meaning of imminence 
in relation to Christ's return has many 
people believing that a rapture of 
the church will happen before the 
Tribulation. If by imminence we mean 
that there is no prophesied event that 
must yet take place before Christ rap
tures the Church, then it seems logical 
that this could happen at any time and 
will do so before the Tribulation. 

The teaching of a pre
tribulation 

pture has been 
"Widely circulated 

in North 
Ame1ica. 
Strong 
Calvinists 
usually adopt 
this view 
and, interest
ingly enough, 
many other 
Evangelicals 
have come to 
believe that 
this view 

must be accepted or else one is a heretic 
of sorts. 

It was not until the nineteenth 
century that pre-tribulationism gained 
popularity, particularly through the 
teachings of J.N. Darby, a Plymouth 
Brethren minister. In our day, the pre
tribulation rapture view is taught by Hal 
Lindsey and other such writers. Pre
tribuJationism is so popular because it 
believes that the Church is raptured out 
of the world before the Tribulation 
begins. This is certainly a great source of 
comfort-for, after aJI, who wants to go 
through such hardship? To look forward 
to the second coming of Christ as our 
final hope and redemption as the Church 
does, and yet to teach that the Church 
must endure the terrible experiences of 
those awful days seems to rob His return 
of its blessedness. The real question, 
though, is not what we want to believe, 
but what does the Bible teach? Although 
this is an extremely appealing argument 
for Christ's return, does it agree with the 
Word of God? No theology can rest 
fi nally on what is appealing or not 
appealing. Unfortunately, most of the 
books and religious magazines which 
speak of the "end times" take the pre
tribulationist view. The result is that 
many assume that conservative theology 
must include the teaching of the rapture 
of the Church before the Tribulation. 

The Didache-dating back to the first 
quarter of the second century-is one of 
the earliest pieces of Christian literature, 
after the New Testament. The Didache 
encourages a spirit of expectancy and 
watchfulness in view of the uncertainty 
of the time of Christ's return. At the 
same time, the author expects the Church 
to suffer at the hands of the Antichrist 
during the Tribulation, and he expects the 
coming of Christ to occur only at the end 
of this time of trouble. 

There shall appear the deceiver 
of the world as a Son of God, and 
shall do signs and wonders and 
the earth shall be given over into 
his hands and he shall commit 
iniquities which have never been 
seen since the world began. Then 
shall the creation of all mankind 
come to the fiery trial and many 
shall be offended and be lost, but 
they who endure in their faith 
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shall be saved by the curse itself. 
And then shall appear the signs 
of the truth. First the sign spread 
out in heaven, then the sign of the 
trumpet, thirdly the resurrection 
of the dead; but not all the dead, 
but as it was said, The Lord shall 
come and all His saints with Him. 
Then shall the world see the Lord 
coming on the clouds of Heaven. 

It is after the Tribulation, according 
to The Didache, that signs of the end 
shall appear, the final sign being the res
urrection of the righteous. Then at last 
the Lord will come with His saints who 
have died. The purpose of the Didachist 
in writing this exhortation was to pre
pare the Church for the Tribulation and 
the sufferings that shall be inflicted by 
the Antichrist. 

Mid-tribulationism. In the premillen
nial camp are also those who believe 
that Christ will ren1rn at the mid-point 
of the Tribulation to rapture His saints. 
During the final three and a half years 
of the Tribulation, the Antichrist will be 
discovered for what he really is. 

Post-tribulationism. Those who 
teach a post-tribulation rapture believe 
both the rapture of the Church and 
Christ's return in power are one event. 
At the end of the Tribulation, which the 
Church will endure, Christ wilJ return 
and rapture His believers. These rap
tured believers will meet with Christ 
and those who have died earlier and 
come back to earth where Christ will 
establish the millennial kingdom. 

Post-tribulationists have trouble with 
those Scriptures that seem to indicate that 
Christ's return is imminent because there 
are prophecies which, it appears, need to 
be fulfilled before the second comincr of b 

our Lord-primarily the Tribulation 
itself. The post-tribulationalists meet this 
difficulty by pointing out that the Bible 
does not use the words imminent and 
watch-on which the pre-tribulationists 
largely base their teaching of the immi
nent rentrn of Christ- to refer to the 
second coming of Christ. The use of 
watch in Mark 13:33 and in Luke 21:36 
refers to events that take place during the 
latter part of the Tribulation rather than to 
a secret coming of Christ. Obviously this 
debate will only be answered when 
Christ actually does return. 
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Postmillennialists believe that Christ 
will return after the Church has ushered 
in the millennium of peace. These 
Christians emphasize social 
justice, the elimination of 
such evils as slavery, 
war, slums and dis-

naked, and visit the imprisoned. They 
believe in the power of the Holy Spirit 
and that empowered and directed by 
Him, we can improve our world. 
Furthermore, they believe that the 

prophetic utterances about a great 
time of peace where the wolf and 
the lamb will lie down tocrether b 

refer to a good life right here on 
earth (Isaiah 11 :6). 

The postmilJennialists have 
nothing, of course, to say 
about the imminence of 
Christ's return. It is simply 
not possible to observe 
what is happening in the 
world today and believe 
that Christ's return can 
happen at any given 
moment if you are a post
millenniaJist. To teach 
that Christ 's return is 

imminent and that there is 
still time to correct all the evils 

of the world before He returns are not 
compatible views. 

TUi AMILLiNNIAL v1iw 
Since the millennium is only men

tioned once in the Bible, and that in the 
book of Revelation-where much of the 
language is poetic and figurative and 
where numbers are subject to aJI kinds 
of interpretations-amillenniaJists 
bypass the idea of the millennium and 
proceed to other matters. 

Amillennialists see history as some
thing that repeats itself over and over 
again as kingdoms rise and fall, and 
movements ebb and flow. It's a cycle 
rather than a progression toward greater 
evil as the premillennialists hold, or 
toward greater peace as the postrnillenni
alists believe. At some point, the tension 
will be broken by a final apocalyptic 
event in history when Christ will return 
in the flesh; there will then be the final 
judgment, and the new life which begins 
will be the eternal life promised to us. 

Some amillennialists declare that if the 
millennium is real, then that period of 
time was ushered in already by Christ's 
first coming. Still other arnillennialists 
would teach that the millennium is simply 
a description of that perfect life ushered 
in with Christ's return, and which contin
ues forever. The thousand years is simply 

(cont. on p. 19) 
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G E N t R A ~ 

(I to r) Thomas E. Armiger; 
Earle L. Wilson, David W. Holdren 

H
oney, where are my keys?" has 
been a phrase I have uttered a 
couple of times over the years of 
our marriage. My wife, Marlene, 

typically replies, "Well, the last time I 
used them . .. " Yeah, yeah, yeah, let's 
don' t rub it in. 

Now that we travel quite a bit for 
the Church, I have expanded my 
repertoire of things I lose. Most 
recently, it has been my discipline. 
No, I mean the Wesleyan Discipline, 
the book. It must have happened in 
Africa, and by the time you read this 
article, I am positive I will have found 
it. Fortunately, I have a back-up copy. 
Let's see ... it's around here some
place. 

In the 1970s, the church I was 
pastoring got involved in Campus 
Crusade's evangelistic effort titled "I 
found it," referring to salvation and 
hope in Christ. Occasionally, I bear 
the question, "Have we lost our iden
tity as a church?" It's a great 
question. 

Actually, a lot of life is about what 
we' ve lost and the efforts to find it. 
We can lose the car keys, but more 
importantly we lose battles with temp
tation, we lose reputations, marriages, 
a sense of effectiveness, our health, 
our life, and even, dare we admit it, 
our salvation. 

Just as I was preparing to write this 
article, my wife informed me of the 
growing problem with what is called 
"identity theft," where others use a 
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Have We 
ost t'l 

credit card number, social security 
number, or other things that allow 
them to temporarily steal our iden
tity- for their advantage and our loss! 

Actually, most of us would adm it 
that if we were a diamond, our life is 
composed of numerous facets or faces 
of identity. We are at the same time 
parents, children, employees, bosses, 
spouses, and a whole host of other 
"identities." 

God has given us a clue to the 
identity thi ng in our very physical cre
ation. We always have the same DNA, 
but various aspects of our physical 
identi ty change over the years-some
times naturally and sometimes, with 
help. As a Church, we always have 
our Christ-centered DNA, but our 
strengths, priorities, and bright spots 
may shift and change. 

So, the identity of a church or 
denomination does change over the 
years, both naturally and with help. 
At the outset, back in the 1840s, the 
Wesleyan movement was identified 
with its passion for social engage
ment, especially as related to abolition 
of slavery and the improvement of 
women's rights. 

Later, we leaned more toward 
being a pietistic movement, with a 
clear and central focus on personal 
holiness. So our identi ty shifted from 
one of social transformation to inner 
transformation. Our Church, in those 
days, did not lose its identity; it just 
displaced the former identity with a 
different one. 

~{ '.D.avid W. Holdren 

A lot of I ife is about 
what we've lost and 
the efforts to find it. 

I have always said that I don' t lose 
things, I just misplace them. Just an 
excuse, I know, but there is merit to 
looking at our Church that way. In 
fact, we tend to do one of three things 
with identity: we mis-place it; we re
place it; or we dis-place it. 

My thoughts about our wonderful 
Wesleyan Church and its identity are 
as follows: First, we have mis-placed 
our heritage as a church of social 
engagement. It exists, but very few of 
us know about it- so it's like it never 
existed. When something is mis
placed, we tend to forget about it, and 
in the life of a church, there is eventu
ally no lingering memory of it. 

Later, we dis-placed our social 
engagement identity with the holiness 
focus. In time, we re-placed our per
ceived identity as being sometimes 
legalistic, or as being seen as holy 
rollers, with an inclination to be iden
tified with the high rollers. 

I realize that it is not fair to gener
alize such statements, but that thread 
is there. It identifies who some of us 
think we have become. 

Just as our denomination has 
shifted its identity several times over 
the past 160 years, it may be a 
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GENERAL str 
healthy thing for us to work 
through another such evaluation. 
My suggestion: Why not be a church 
that is known for its clear, convinc
ing, and consistently expressed 
teaching and practice of contagious 
Christlike Christian living (holiness); 
a fresh , biblical and culturally 
infonned set of written beliefs; a set 
of clear, compelling and churchwide 
vision, values, and strategy to make 
huge waves for Christ; efforts to re
engage culture as agents of 
transformation? 

Good news! Over the past 
decades, our leaders have worked 
diligently to achieve those very 
things as pa.rt of our identity. And 
now, in this new century and millen
nium, we may be wise to sharpen 
our identity for greatest impact in 
this present age. 

More good news! As a resul t of a 
major evaluation process done by 
your general boa.rd and follow up 
efforts by them, along with your 
General Superintendents, district 
leaders, colleges, genera.I officers, 
pastors, and laypeople, we a.re 
attempting to engage the entire 
Church in what we a.re calling The 
Leadership Development Journey. 
We believe we have created a vehi
cle that will help us come together 
and work in the power of God's 
Spirit to achieve all of the above and 
more. 

Our Church, The Wesleyan 
Church, can again become a great 
movement, in God's time, in God's 
way, and for the sake of His king
dom and those He loves to reclaim! 
Please help us pray and promote this 
journey on to great destinations! 
Read more about it on the 
Wesleyan web site. Find it by going 
to www.wesleyan.org and clicking on 
the LDJ logo. • 
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Coaching '@ · 
Peer mentoring groups are the foundation of 

the Leadership Development Journey. Many 
of our districts have formed these groups, 

and they are beginning to meet regularly. This 
is the first LDJ "conduit" to be implemented. 
Mentoring groups have the potential of affecting 
the largest number of pastors and providing sup
port, learning, and accountability in the fastest 
means. The second leadership development 
"conduit" to be implemented is coaching. 
Coaching involves fewer persons and is 
more focused in its objective. 

In LDJ peer coaching, a trained "high 
performance" pastor invests in the life of 
a "high potential" pastor, with the goal of 
raising the performance level of the one being 
coached, resulting in increased fruitfulness 
in ministry. Gary Collins says, "Coaching is 
the art and practice of guiding a person or 
group from where they are, toward the greater 
competence and fulfillment that they desire. 
Christian coaches help people move from 
where they are to where they believe God 
wants them to be. Coaching helps people 
expand their visions, build their confidence, 
unlock their potential, increase their skills, and 
take practical steps toward their goals." 

Any pastor can benefit from having a 
coach, regardless of the size of church to 
which they are assigned. You must simply 
have a desire to be more than you presently 
are. You can benefit from having a person in 
your life who believes in you; will challenge 
you; will encourage you; will help you sharpen 
your vision and goals; and will hold you 
accountable for progress toward meeting your 
personal and professional goals. 

Coach training will be available to districts 
beginning in April this year. If you are inter
ested in being a coach or having a coach, 
contact your district superintendent. • 

-Ken Heer, Coordinator of WJ 

"The key to becoming a master coach lies in 
having the dream, aspiration. and the bone-deep 
conunitmem to make a difference in the lives of indi
viduals, groups, or entire organizations ... Coaching 
is about challenging and supporting people, giving 
them the gift of your presence." - Robert Hargrove 

Why 
Settle 

for Half? 
No matter how 

you say it 

or slice it, 

half is half. 

Half is never whole. 

Have you ever wondered 

why people settle for half? 

Some would say, "It 's better than 

nothing." But why settle for half 

when there's more? It's called 

Sunday School. 

Make your Sunday experience 

whole by connecting with a class 

or group. 

Sunday School is the 
other half of Sunday. 

Ray E. Barnwell Sr. 
General Director 
Sunday School & 
Discipleship Ministries 

sundayschool@wesleyan.org 
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I
t was, many 
thought, a typi
cal Sunday in Sharon Springs Rallies i:~::~:in, 

;;:~:~Eif;:f to Help Deaf Students ~~~f:f:E;:. .. 
Wesleyan Church Bertrand, Derek 
were busy getting themselves seated, by Julie Samuelson Sowers, and Carol Johnson. Erin 
all in their Sunday finery, when the said, "People would see you signing 
announcement was made. It was the to someone on a stretcher, and they 
kind of announcement no one wants slid on its side and then tipped over, would grab your shoulder so you 
to hear-at church or anywhere. folding the top of the bus over like would talk to them. I just tried to give 
"There's been a bad accident just east an accordion, ripping out windows them some comfort." Erin rode in the 
of Wallace. A bus left the road and and sending the occupants flying. ambulance with Kyle and Chester 
rolled over, with a bunch of students "It was like someone threw a bomb Kuschrnider, sons of the assistant 
inside. They need anyone who can in amongst 34 people," said Wallace coach who was killed in the accident. 
sign, and anyone with vans, subur- County Sheriff Larry Townsend. "One of the boys had a broken hip, 
bans, or anything large but still his main concern 
enough to help transport was for his father. He kept 
injured people." asking where he was or 

As thirteen members how he was." Townsend 
of the Sharon Springs couldn' t bring herself to 
Wesleyan Church left tell him that his father 
to offer their assistance, didn' t make it; she just 
the church pastor, couldn ' t find the words. 
Bill Ball, stopped '1t was heartbreaking ... 
the service and led I didn' t know what to say." 
the congregation in Other Wesleyans and 
prayer for those townspeople answered 
involved in the acci- the call for help by 
dent. It did not matter supplying vans and 
what clothes they had suburbans to transport 
on, or what shoes they injured students to the 
were wearing. Someone Logan County Hospital 
needed help, and these in Oakley. A she lter was set 
people were quick to give it. 'Tm just "Injured people were lying scattered up in the basement of the courthouse 
glad that people in our congregation as far as 60 feet from the bus. Some in Oakley, for those who were less 
find practical ways to put their love and were sitting on the grass and some injured. 
faith into action," stated the pastor. were wanderi ng, dazed and confused." "One of the great things about Liv-

It had started out as a fun trip home Townsend said the anguished cries ing in a county or community like this 
from a football game between the were like nothing he had ever heard. is just what happened," stated Sheriff 
Colorado School for the Deaf and Shivering and terrified, some began to Townsend . "People show up to help 
Blind in Colorado Springs, and the panic. It was then that Townsend and respond well to a disaster. The 
Kansas School for the Deaf in Olathe. noticed their hands. They were plead- real heroes in this situation were the 
It quickly turned to tragedy when the ing for help with their hands! "They rescue teams and the community 
bus-traveling at a speed of over 80 were a11 trying to converse with us," people who helped." • 
miles an hour-started to skid side- Townsend said. "We couldn ' t under-
ways on the wet pavement. The bus 
then left the highway and slid down 
the embankment, throwing dirt and 
debris all over the windows. The bus 
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stand what they were saying." He then 
issued a call to all the local churches 
in Sharon Springs, inc luding his own, 
the Sharon Springs Wesleyan Church. 

Julie Samuelson is a freelance writer from 
Sharon Springs, KS. 
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NASCAR great, Dale Jarrett, has 
written the foreword for a book 

on fatherhood, to be released by 
Wesleyan Publishing House this 
spring. CBA Marketplace, the leading 

to be the dad they' ve always wanted 
to be. Laced with tips and quotes from 
NASCAR greats like Dale Jarrett, 
Darrell Walttip, and Ernie Irvan , The 
Winning Dad shows men how to cope 

trade publication for Christian 
retailers, will feature a review 
of the book in March. 

The three-time Daytona 500 
winner and 1999 NASCAR 
champion is well known as a 
faithful Christian, husband, 
and father of four children. 
"If you ' re a dad like me," 
says Jarrett, "you want to be 

Dale Jarrett 
Contributes 

Foreword to 
the very best. But these days, 
getting to victory lane is challenging 
... I honestly believe that ifl didn't 
have a spiritual anchor, it would be 
much more difficult to deal with the 
many uncertainties we face today. My 
faith in God has changed my life. As a 
father, I have a source of strength that 
never needs refueling!" 

The Winning Dad: How to Finish 
First with Your Kids by Stan Toler and 
Jerry Brecheisen offers practical and 
spiritual advice that will enable fathers 

WPH Book 
with life in the fast lane, set family 
priorities, and maintain a healthy 
spiritual life. 

Order your copy by E-mail at 
wph@wesleyan.org or call 
l.800.493.7539. • 

Introducing WPM Online Outlet Store! 
General Publisher Don Cady has announced the availability of the 
Wesleyan Publishing House Outlet Store, which will enable shoppers 
to find items at tremendous savings. 

There are resources for ... 
• children • churches • m1ss10ns 

• Sunday schools • music, videos, • pastors 
songbooks, and more! 

__ , .. ____ e,_ 

• ----...... ·---~ 
....... ~, ., - ,, .. 

Prices are slashed and include savings from 50% to 80%! Quantities are limited. 

To visit, go to www.wesleyan.org/wph and then click on WPH Outlet Store. 
Order by E-mail at wph@wesleyan.org or by phone (WPH Direct) 1.800.493.7539. 
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"Calling All Kids" 
Theme tor 2003-2004 
as WKFM Celebrates 
100 Years ol Service 

the beginning of the 
Young Missionary 
Workers' Band. Within 
a year, there were 1,000 
members sending in 
$600, and two mission
aries were on their way. 

Today, YMWB is 
called Wesleyan Kids 
for Missions, and has 

studying the Bible, praying, memoriz
ing scripture, adopting prayer pals, 
singing, giving to special offering 
projects, reading books, and giving 
our children an understanding of the 
fact that God can and will direct their 
lives and He can use them as mis
sionaries, even as kids. 

We are now celebrating 100 years 
of blessings. During the past 100 years, 
WKFM has given over $7,000,000 In 1902, after missionary George H. 

Clarke had returned to the United 
States, he carried a tremendous bur

den for the people in Africa, who were 
hungry to know about Jesus. He had 
promised Chief Alimami of Sierra 
Leone to do his best to send missionar
ies back to Africa, but there was no 
money to send them. Sometime later, 
while riding on a train, he noticed that 
some children stopped crying when 
their mother used their pennies to buy 
fruit and candy for them. The idea 
crune to him that if the children in 
the U.S. gave a penny a week to 
raise money for missions, it would 
help stop the crying of the lost 
people in Africa, and a missionary 
could be sent to Sierra Leone. On 
December 10, 1902, his request was 
printed in the Church paper. This was 

the same goals as the original organi
zation. It is WKFM's objective to lead 
children to Christ and stimulate an 
interest in missions. Ways of training 
our kids for Christian service include 

to missions. It is our goal to have a 
big celebration in June 2003, at the 
Wesleyan Women General Convention. 
We hope to have over 100,000 members 
and collect over $60,000 in membership 
dues. We invite every man, woman, 
and child to become a member of 
WKFM. The dues are still a penny a 
week or 52 cents per year. 

Please begin now to collect this 
money which will go towards helping 
us reach our goal. Membership dues, 
along with a list of the names of the 
donors, should be sent to Wesleyan 
Women, P.O. Box 50434, Indianapolis, 
IN 46250. 

- Peggy Camp 
General Coordinator WKFM 

Wesleyan Evangelist and Son Hike a Portion of Appalachian Trail 

Steve Wingfield, a general evangelist in The Wesleyan Church, and 
his son, David, are shown as they begin their hike of a section of 

the Appalachian Trail last year. 
An avid hiker, David was the one who came up with a week 

Jong, 70-mile hiking plan. This was his dad's first extended back
packing jaunt. 

"When my son tried to encourage me to get into hiking shape 
before our venture," Steve says, "I reminded him of how often I play 
golf. I really thought that walking nine holes with my golf bag 
was good enough training. I fou nd out that wasn ' t exactly true!" 

Their hike began where the Appalachian Trail crosses the James 
River. For the most part, the trip went well , with the exception of 
poison ivy, blisters, and the time that David got lost and ended up 
walking about four miles further than his father! 
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OWU Launches 
Degree in Persecuted 
Church Ministry 

Oklahoma Wesleyan University 
has launched a new degree in 
Christian Missions/Persecuted 

Church Ministry, in partnership with 
the nation's leading ministry to the 
worldwide persecuted church, The 
Voice of the Martyrs. 

"VOM founders, Richard and 
Sabina Wurmbrand, dreamed for 
years of a serious academic counter
part to their ministry on behalf of 
suffering Christians. Now their dream 
is becoming a reality. I'm delighted 
to partner with Oklahoma Wesleyan, 
and I urge you to consider joining us 
as a student!" Tom White, executive 
director of VOM, said recently. 

In cooperation with The Voice 
of the Martyrs, OWU will offer a 
four-year Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) 
or Bachelor of Science (B.S.) in 
Christian Missions/Persecuted Church 
Ministry. Students may apply for 
admission to this degree program 
immediately and may enroll for the 
2003 fall semester. 

For more information on this 
major, visit www.okwu.edu/perse
cutedchurch or call (800) 468-6292 
or (918) 335-6219. 

Oklahoma Wesleyan University 
Reports Advances 

• 310 FTE in traditional student registrations for the spring semester
twenty more than budgeted. 

• Retention has improved-Attrition from first semester to second 
semester was only 3.7%. This compares to the midyear attrition rate 
of 11 % to 12% over the past fou r years. Attrition rate 
has been cut by two-thirds! 

• The Annual Fund is 75% ahead of the same 
time last year-now approaching $290,000, 
with an expected additional $70,000 to come 
in as corporate gifts. (Therefore, we will be 
entering into our phonothon and direct 
mail campaigns dur ing the last quarter 
of our fi scal year with nearly $360,000 
of our $410,000 goal in hand. 

• New CFO- Appointed Jim Goings from 
Pacific Southwest District. 
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Wesleyan 
Living 

0 YES! Start my two-year subscription 
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.... NATIONAL AND INTERNAT I ONAL NEWS 

Wesleyan Missionary Alumni 
Fellowship Formed 

Global Partners (Wesleyan World 
Missions) has launched the Wesleyan 
Missionary Alumni Fellowship (WMAF) 
for former Wesleyan missionaries. The 
Fellowshlp consists of over 400 former 
Wesleyan missionaries, all of whom have 

.... NEWS FROM COLLEGES & SE MINARI ES 

Asbury Presents Endowment 
Scholarships 

Five Wesleyan students have received 
Endowment Scholarships at Asbury 
Theological Seminary, via d1e Wesleyan 
Seminary Foundation. The Foundation 
represents The Wesleyan Church on the 
campus of Asbury, where approximately 
60 Wesleyan students are preparing for 
the ministry. 

Pictured (left to right) are the fi ve 
recipients of the financial scholarship: 
Jeffrey Bouma, Theodore Griffin, Daniel 
Rodgerson, Abson Joseph, and Jared 
Holsing. 

.... D ISTR I CT NEWS 

North Carolina West 
On November 14, Dr. George E. 

Failing was presented a plaque of recog
nition for 68 years of faithfu l service in 
the ministry. The award was presented by 
District Treasurer Larry French, on behalf 
of the NC West District of The Wesleyan 
Church, in a private ceremony. A plaque 
had been prepared for presentation at d1e 
2002 NC West District Conference, but 
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spent at least one term wid1 the 
Department of World Missions of The 
Wesleyan Church. 

In October and November, WMAF 
gatherings were held in Brutlesville, OK; 
Central, SC; and Marion, IN. A total of 90 
persons attended these three gatherings. 

was not awarded at that time, due to the 
inability of Dr. and Mrs. Failing to attend. 
This was d1e first annual district confer
ence that he had missed since 1934. 

.... READERS' FOR U M 

l have used this magazine [IWA] as 
a tool to both witness to the unsaved/ 
unchurched and to introduce the Wesleyan 
way to non-Wesley Christians. I firmly 
believe in the principles toward abortion 
presented in this issue [Jan. 2003] ; however, 
I run quite concerned by some of its presen
tational tactics. The article by D.A. Mikesell 
... inferred one child suffered "survivor 
guilt, anxiety ... " even though unaware of 
a previously aborted sibling; and, having a 
medical degree with high marks in psychol
ogy, I find this kind of overexagaration 
counterproductive and completely unneces
sary boarding on misrepresentation. This 
same article continues with the mother 
making a confession to her children, having 
a birthday party of so1ts for the lost child. 
Do you honestly want the world to think 
that Wesleyans should pattern their lives 
after behavior which is destructive or self
serving? Although I did find the ruticle by 
E. Minarnide very interesting and useful, I 
must say that, in the future I will not use 
your magazine as a "blanket tool." 

R. Virg inia Epley 
via E-mai l 

Thank you for N. Keith Hinton's 
article "Making Your Preaching Style 
Your Own" (Jan. TWA) . The article 
caused me to refocus on why our little 
country church called me in the first place. 

.... OBITUARIES 

Butner, Helen Peale, 97 
October 21, 2002 

C. Brooks 
Taneytown, MD 

Helen Peale Butner, Roanoke, VA, 
passed away October 21 , 2002. Her 
mother and father were Charles Edward 
Peale and Zora Page Peale. Helen was 
preceded in death by her sister, Nellie 
Peale Bayse. 

A charter member and former trustee 
of Valley View Wesleyan Church in 
Roanoke, Helen and her family were 
instrumental in starting the church. Over 
the years, she served in a variety of 
ru·eas of d1e church, including 52 years 
as a Sunday school teacher. 

Sw·vi vors include two daughters: 
Frances C. (Alvin) Martin, Roanoke; Lois 
(William H. Jr.) Wade, Christiansburg, 
VA; two granddaughters; and a brother
in-law. 

Morris, Rev. Floyd J., 77 
August 17, 2002 

Rev. Floyd J. Morris, 
Laketon, IN, died August 
17, 2002. He was born on 

December 6, 1924, in Cadillac, Ml, to 
Floyd and Jenny Balcom Morris. Floyd 
married Kathleen Pruitt on July 17, 
1954. She survives. 

He graduated from Indiana Wesleyan 
University in 1955. He was a minister for 
35 years, serving in a number of Indiana 
churches. Other employment included 
Peabody Seating Company and Manchester 
Community Schools. He was a member 
of the Laketon Wesleyan Church. 

Besides his wife, other survivors 
include a daughter: Lucinda Corbran, 
Laketon; and two grandchildren, also 
from Laketon. Four brothers and three 
sisters are deceased. 
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IN THt NEWS 
• College Seniors Score No Higher on 
Test of Cultural Knowledge Than 
High School Grads of Mid-1950s 

A survey commissioned by the 
National Association of Scholars (NAS) 
shows that today's college seniors scored, 
on average, no higher than high school 
graduates of nearly 50 years earlier on a 
battery of questions assessing general cul
tural knowledge-and significantly worse 
than 1955 college graduates. The 15 ques
tions- which were originally posed to 
high school graduates by the Gallop 
polling organization in 1955-covered lit
!rature, music, science, geography, and 
history. They were asked again of a ran
fom sampling of American university 
,eniors by the polling firm of Zogby 
lnternational, during the spring of 2002. 

I Christian Sitcom Attracts Interest 
l?rom Family-Friendly Networks 

An innovative Christian sitcom which 
:tired nationwide as a pilot program has 
:1ttracted the attention of family-friendly 
elevision ne tworks like PAX-TY, Sky 
!\ngel, and Faith-TV. What is s till missing, 
my the show's producers, is the financing 
:o put a whole season of shows on the air. 

Greg Robbins, the creator and star of 
Pastor Greg, said agreements he has made 
:o air the program across North America 
)rovide more than enough collateral for 
:he roughly $750,000 he needs to produce 
he first 13 episodes. But more financing is 
~eeded, and he hopes it will come as word 

5e ts out about the show's quality. 

I State Senator Wants Pledge to be 
Required 

Utah Senator Chris Buttars has asked 
;tate attorneys to draft legislation requiring 
111 junior and senior high school students 
.n Utah to recite tl1e Pledge of Allegiance 
faily. "Kids ought to know what our 
)ledge says," he told the Salt Lake 
fribune. "This is America. They ought to 
mow what their government is about. And 
he pledge te lls you what that means defm
tively, plainly, and simply." But Dani 
~yer, director of the American Civil 
~iberties Union of Utah, has vowed that 

the organization will fight the patriotic 
move. "Students cannot be forced to salute 
the flag or recite the pledge," Eyer told the 
Tribune. 

• Christian Organization Continues 
at Chapel Hill University 

The administration of the University o f 
North Carol ina-Chapel Hill has decided 
that InterYarsity Chris tian Fellowship 
(IYCF) can continue to function "as an 
official , recognized s tudent organization." 
A UNC official had earl ier informed 
InterYarsity that it would lose its officia l 
status unless it allowed non-Christians to 
serve in leadership roles. But UNC 
Chancellor James Moeser reversed the rul
ing, saying he wanted to preserve the 
university's relationship with InterYarsity. 
He advised that he would support the min
istry and the values it demonstrates on 
campus. 

• Pro-Abortion Group Will Change 
Its Name 

Officials of the nation's largest pro
abortion group are planning an extensive 
cam paign to renew the group's image and 
make abortion a major issue of the 2004 
presidential race. The National Abortion 
and Reproductive Rights Action League 
(NARAL ), one of the most aggressive 
abortion advocacy groups since the 
Supreme Court's 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling, 
is changing its name to Nara! Pro-Choice 
America, reports the New York Times. 

• Australian Churches Must Pray 
Without Naming Names 

Federal law now restricts Australian 
churches from using the full names of 
members on the ir prayer lis ts, without spe
cific permission from each person. The 
law says churches cannot publish or men
tion the names of ill members of their 
congregations without their consent. 
Deputy privacy commissioner Timothy 
Pilgrim told the Daily Telegraph that the 
law encourages churches to check with 
each person before disseminating a prayer 
list. 

1vww.evw1gelical-press.com 
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Effective Use of Humor 
by George Gasperson 

We've all been there. We're sitting in our 
study. Our Bible is open, our reference 
materials are all arranged, and our com

puter screens are blank except for that flashing 
cursor that's beginning to drive us crazy. You 
know what you want to say, but you're looking 
for a method to communicate so your people 
will listen and remember. 

Here's an idea for those times when you're 
looking for new ways to connect: humor. I'm 
not talking about transforming your sermon into 
a comedy monologue. But listen, the skillful use 
of humor in a sermon can be a powerful tool to 
help you connect and drive home important 
truths. Here are a few practical tips for using 
humor as you teach or preach. 

Be Tasteful-This goes beyond the obvious 
concerns of clean humor or decorum. Remember 
that being funny doesn't require a specific per
son to be the target of the story. Put-downs, 
making light of someone's faults, and laughing 
at someone's expense seldom comes across as 
being funny. 

Be Understandable-Nothing flops like misun
derstood humor. Don't make the mistake of 
assuming that everyone will automatically 
understand where you're coming from. A pastor 
friend of mine, who moved to this area from 
another state, wanted to show a funny cartoon 
as a sermon illustration. He took the time to call 
and ask me if I thought the people in our part of 
the country would understand his point. Make 
sure your humor is understandable. 

Be Personal-Some of the best material for 
humor can be found within your own life and 
experience. Congregations love to be able to 
have a good laugh at the expense of the pastor. 

Be Applicable-Humor is not the same as 
telling a joke. Effective humor has a point, and 
when truth is linked to humor, your people are 
much more likely to remember it. 

Looking for fresh ways to communicate 
truth? lighten up and add some humor. It's fun, 
it's memorable, and it will help you teach truth 
in fresh, new ways. • 

George Gasperson is pastor of Wendover Hills 
Wesleyan Church, Greensboro, NC. 
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®e 're having a 

<J'artp! 
®ho's invited to the partp? 

:Everyone 
(men, women, bops and girls) 

®here's the partp going to be? 

f!ndiana ®eslepan CUniversitp 

®hen is the partp? 

G/1iursdap evening, <lw,e 5, 2003 

@hat should 5 expect? 

G.Both old and new friends 
!Qts effan 
Great entertainment 
:Tnspirarion 

c5ee pout 
For more information contact us 

317.570.5164 
www.wesleyan.org/women 
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Connections 
The vast majority of teenagers are daily 

using the computer and Internet for contact 
and communication. They are learning a whole 
new language for this media outlet (LOL -laugh 
out loud; BRB-be right back; L8tr-later, as in 
see you later, as in bye, and so on). These teens 
are storing all their friends' names and 
addresses into their respective "buddy list"-all 
for the purpose of reminding themselves that 
they have a network, and also so they can see 
when their friends are on line. In my teen years, 
you checked on your friends by looking to 
see if their lights were on when you drove by 
their home. That took real organization of time 
and resources. You couldn't rely on phones that 
had no voice mail. Today, just tum the computer 
on and wait for the chime that alerts you to a 
friend being online. While waiting, you can even 
talk to other friends, or play games, or wonder 
where your cell phone is. Speaking of cell 
phones: Have we left the days when having one 
was a luxury? One more thing about cell 
phones: How comfortable are you when you see 
a driver talking on the phone, going over the 
speed limit, changing lanes, combing his or her 
hair, and reaching for kids in the back seat-all 
at the same time? 

Most generations think they are obligated 
to teach other generations a thing or two. We 
teach them how to tie shoelaces, mow the 
yard, empty the trash, and drive a car. We teach 
more along the lines of mechanical things. 
However, when it comes to contact and con
necting, I think our teen generation is the 
teacher. For them, there are no boundaries to 
restrict them. Technology and the nearest cof
fee shop make it easier than ever to connect. 

However, I know how some of us feel. You 
might think: "I cannot understand them." Well, 
do not fear if you have no idea what a buddy 
list is, or whether your phone number is in any 
teen's cell phonebook. You, too, are important 
to their contact and connection. Why? You can 
teach them how to use contact and connec
tion to build godly relationships. For that, 
they need your example. And your example is 
known by your contact and connection. 

Ross DeMerchant 
General Director 

The Youth Department 



Career Opportunity 
Director of Program 

Individual wi ll be responsible for 

the daily supervision of the 

Clinical Care and the Program 

Departments. 

Salary is negotiable. Benefits 

include health insurance and 

paid vacation after first year. 

Position Requirements: A masters 

degree in social work or related 

field and at least five years 

experience in an administrative 

position. 

Send your resume to: 
Larry E. Freels 
Hephzibah Children's Home 
6601 Zebu lon Road 
Macon, Georgia 31 220 

Life 
After 
Sight 

"Hope Above the Headlines" 
- inspiring look at current events 

• Humor 

• Daily Bible Readings 

• Books 

• Piano CDs 

• HymnLines Photo Art 

• Online Bible Study 

Jerry Brecheisen 
P. 0. Box 6073 

Fishers, Indiana 46038 
jerry@brecksong.com 

brecksong.com 
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~ 
HOLINESS 

Surrendered 
by Ted Simonson 

T
en years ago, at age 65, I reached 
a paralyzing low in my life. I was 
confident of my salvation. I 

prayed . I attended church. I was busy 
with good works. But, of knowing 
God intimately and walking con
sciously with Him each day, I knew 
nothing. 

That's when I did a reckless thing. 
I gave up my lifelong effort to make 
something of myself and surren
dered-not to the enemy, but to my 
great Eternal Friend. Oswald 
Chambers did the same thing. On the 
first page of his book, 

"where the flowers bloom forever and 
the sun is always bright?" 

I think I know what the hymn 
writer was writing about. And I plan 
to take up permanent residence in 
this fair land. Why not? Why go 
back to the shadow lands below? I've 
groped and wandered and won-ied 
down there Jong enough for one life
time! 

I like the contentment here. I enjo) 
the peace of hea1t. It has taken me a 
long, long time and lots of detours to 
get here, so I've decided to stay 
unless the Lord decides otherwise. 
And I'm sure He won't, because I 
suspect this lovely land is where He 

wants all His chil
dren to live! My Utmost for His 

Highest, he wrote: "I am 
determined to be 
absolutely and entirely 
for Him and for Him 
alone." 

One might ask if it is 
credible or even possible 
to make such a commit
ment in a sin-cursed 

I made it on 
earth and it 
was ratified 
in heaven. 

And I'm no1 
alone here. There an 
others as over
whelmed by the 
beauty of the place 
as I am . Like me, 
they are stunned, bu 
not too much, 

world. It would make a 
fine subject for a theological debate. 
But I was tired of debating and I was 
running out of time. So I made this 
preposterous commitment. I made it 
on earth and it was ratified in heaven. 
And today, I am a free man. 

Free from God? No, free in God! 
A person is free when he can do, in 
every situation, what he pleases, 
right? In my case, I gave up my will 
in order to embrace His. As a result, 
every situation of life in which He 
placed me, I chose to accept it-and 
found it to be my pleasure! 

Can two walk togethe,; unless they 
are agreed? (Amos 3:3) 

It's like being on a long and tiring 
pilgrimage and aiTiving at last at a 
beautiful land on the border of 
heaven. "Is not this the land of 
Beulah?" the hymn writer asks, 

·=::::lll••- because this is the 
land we've been 

searching for all our lives! 
In C.S. Lewis' classic tale, The 

Great Divorce, a group of hell 's citi
zens is offered a weekend bus trip to 
heaven. They arrive at the outposts of 
that celestial place and ai·e met by rel 
atives and friends who live there and 
who try to convince them to remain. 
But one by one, the weekenders tum 
down the offers and climb back 
aboard the bus for the return trip to a 
place where, in spite of its drawbacks 
they feel more at home! 

U hellish li ving here on eai·th tum: 
out to be preparation for hel1ish livin1 
hereafter, may not a child of God 
choose a heavenly way of life here 
and find it good preparation for the 
glories ahead? • 

Ted Simonson is a freelance writer froi 
Statesville, N( 
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An Aut~entic nristidn 

" 

ow would you define an authentic 
Christian? Is he or she a talented and 
accomplished individual-able to 

~ffortlessly juggle work, home, and com
munity service-while maintaining a vital, 
g-rowing relationship with the Lord and the 
~hurch? Not necessarily. 

An authentic Christian is simply a gen-
11ine, down-to-earth, spiritually growing 
i>eliever who has embraced Christ 's life-
5iving power for salvation and living. 

~ Servant-He's someone who 
foesn' t need an exalted, high-profile 
;hurch position in which to serve. He gra
;iously works for Jesus in any way he can. 
iis motive is a sincere love for God, with 
.ittle desire for earthly fame or recognition. 
ie bestows humble service with a surren
iered heart. 

Available-Her time is seldom at a pre
mium. In fact, she often takes the initiative 
to seek others out to express her interest in 
them and to care for them. For her, time is 
fleeting and ministry must happen now. 

Love and Acceptance-He loves 
unreservedly. He understands that people 
are at different places in their spiritual 
journey, and he accepts them where they 
are-young, elderly, unlovely, or weak. 
A grateful recipient of God 's unlimited 
love, he is free to liberaIJy love those 
around him. And he does. Though he 
disdains the sin, he loves the sinner. 

Approachable and Authentic-she 
refuses to indulge in pettiness, partiality, of 
self-pity, and is a ready vessel for use at 
the Master's request. Her extended arms 
and fu ll heart reach many, yet she doesn' t 
claim a superior spirituality. She retains the 
unpretentiousness that persists in drawing 

- - - - - -- . 
the spiritually thirst
ing to her sphere of 

INDIANA 
WESLEYAN 

~M.;,t.t4tj---

Marion, Indiana 

DEAN OF THE CHAPEL 

1diana Wesleyan University, an evangelical Christian university 
sponsored by The Wesleyan Church, invites applications and 
Jminations for the position of Dean of the Chapel. The Dean is 
responsible for the University's chapel and spiritual formation 
programming. The Dean wi ll hold a joint appointment in an 

academic department and engage in some teaching. 
Position begins Summer, 2003. 

ualifications include: doctorate preferred; 1 O years of ministry 
experience (preferably with college-aged individuals); gifted 
1ublic speaker; strong experience in discipling and developing 
Christian servant leaders; evangelical Christian in accord with 

the principles and doctrines of The Wesleyan Church. 

For a complete position description and 
application process, please visit: www.indwes.edu/hr 

Send application and resume to: 

IWU Human Resources 
4201 S. Washington Street 

Marion, IN 46953 

EOE / AA 

- . . ----- - --~~~~ 

outreach. 
An authentic 

Christian has 
grasped the truth 
of New Testament 
Christianity, and 
now this person 
finds it easy to bear 
the image of Christ, 
by his individual 
words and actions 
to others. His smile, 
touch, and gentle 
words of encourage-
ment express 
volumes. The 
authentic Christian 
speaks, not of his 
perfection, but of 
Jesus Christ and 
how He can use 
a yielded life 
to its fuJlest 
potential. 

Lord, may I be an 

authentic Christian. • 

- Chila M . Woychik 
Albion, IA 

(continued from page 7) 

figurative language suggesting the perfect 
and complete life of eternity. 

The am.illennial view is consistent to 
what we observe so frequently in ow· 
reading of history-the way apocalyptic 
judgments seem to fall on people, absorb
ing the impossible tensions of opposing 
forces, resolving events into a new syn
thesis, and giving humanity a fresh start. 
They believe that this process will move 
us eventually to the great event when his
tory, as we know it, shall be finished. The 
amillennial view supports the imminence 
of Christ 's return since we do not need to 
wait for life to reach the perfection of the 
m.illennium, as the postmillennialists 
believe, before Christ returns and rules 
with finality and power. 

WUAT uni~ TDi wi~LiVAN 
CUURCU uit1ivi1 

A person can be a premilleruiialist, a 
postmillennialist, or an amillennialist and be 
fully accepted in The Wesleyan Church. A 
person can hold that believers will be rap
tured by Christ preceding the Tribulation, 
or in the midpoint, or at the end of the 
Tribulation and still be in good standing 
with the Church. The Word of God simply 
does not speak clearly on the subject of the 
rapture of the Church. Wesleyans do believe 
in a personal and imminent return of Christ. 
We limit our pronouncement of end-time 
prophecy to that. 

We do know this with certainty: 
l) Christ will come again; 2) He will come 
again in a phys ical, visible, and powerful 
way; 3) He will come in j udgment and in 
promise; and 4) No one knows when He 
will return, not even the angels-only 
the Father Himself. 

What we need to know is 1) Are we 
looking for His return with anticipation? 
(2) Are we ready for His coming, having 
accepted forgiveness through His grace? 
(3) He is coming for His own; do we 
belong to Him? • 

excerpted from We Hold These Truths: A Guide 
to Wesleyan Beliefs for the 21" Cenfllry, 

Wesleyan Publishing House ( 1-800-493-7539) 
or online at www.wesleyan.org/wph 
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by Charles Stone 

A
thletes understand that quality 
equipment helps them perform at 
their peak. Although equi pment 

varies from one sport to the next, every 
athlete requires good shoes. Since many 
people enjoy several sports, shoe man
ufacturers created a shoe style called 
a "cross-trainer," for use in multiple 
sports. 

Journaling-writing down our own 
experiences with God-can serve a similar 
spiritual purpose. In his book Spiritual 
Journaling: Recording Your Journey 
Toward God, Richard Peace describes jour
naling as a spiritual cross-trainer that helps 
as an "aid to other spiritual disciplines." It 
becomes a powerful tool the Holy Spirit 
can use to develop Christlikeness when we 
exercise spiritual disciplines such as 
prayer, Bible readi ng, and fasting. 

Although the Bible doesn' t command 
us to journal, several of its writers 
modeled this practice. The Psalms 
often give us David's journaling as be 
wrestled with deep spiritual issues. Job 
struggles with the question of evil in his 
journal-the book that bears his name. 
Jeremiah's journal, Lamentations, 
records his agony over Jerusalem's fal l. 
And Solomon pens his search for happi
ness in his journal of Ecclesiastes. 

Journaling's simplicity and profound 
potential to create spiritual change eludes 
many Christians. If journaling is new to 
you, or if you've tried it and become dis
couraged, consider the following 
practical benefits: 
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Journaling ... 
God's Spiritual Cross-trainer 

Try it and you'll 

discover its power 

to change your life. 
Journaling softens our hearts. 

Every farmer knows he must till the 
soil to soften it before he plants the seed. 
In the same manner, we often need our 
hearts softened. Hosea said, Plow up the 
hard ground of your hearts (Hos. 10:12 
NLT). When softened, our hearts respond 
more readily to the Spirit's promptings. 

Journaling sifts truth from error. 
As a child, I remember helping my 

mom bake cakes. She let me sift flour 
through her aluminum can-like sifter. 
When I rotated the handle, the sifter 
removed the lumps from the flou r. Just 
as lumps were interspersed throughout 
the flom, sometimes we unintentionally 
mix Jumps of lies in our self-talk such 
as: "I'm a rotten person"; "God is mad 
at me"; or "I'm wmthless." When we 
journal and put these thoughts on paper, 
it's easier to sort out truth from error. 
Then we can counter them with God's 
truth and experience a more biblical out
look on life. 

Journaling slows our pace. 
My first driving experience, at age 

nine, on the Model-Tat an amusement 
park disappointed me. Expecting to burn 
rubber when I floored the gas pedal, I 
barely reached five miles per hour. My 
dad later explained that a device called a 
governor kept the engine from running at 
full capacity. Many Christians run their 
lives at full capacity with life's "gas 
pedal" pushed to the max. Journaling 
acts like a governor to slow our frenzied 
pace and force u to listen to the Holy 
Spirit's voice. 

Journaling builds faith. 
Few of us remember what God 

taught us last week, much less last 
year. Journaling builds our fai th when 
we record God's faithful acts so that 
we can refer back to them, reminding 
us of His continued faithfulness. We 
read, in Psalm 77: 11, / will remember 
the deeds of the Lord; yes, I will 
remember your miracles of long ago. 

Journaling releases pain. 
I still remember the staccato hiss 

from my mother's pressure cooker, 
when she cooked fresh green beans. 
After she locked the main top into 
place, she placed a small metal cover 
over the pressure release value. This 
allowed the pressure to slowly release. 
Similar emotional pressure can build up 
inside us to the point that we want to 
explode at others. Journaling provides a 
spiritual pressure release value for our 
pain, that can prevent that explosion. 
David encouraged this when he wrote: 
Pour out your hearts to him (Ps. 62:8). 

Six simple guidelines for 
effective journaling: 
• Get a notebook. 
• Set a consistent time, in a quiet place. 
• Make a commitment to stick with it. 
• Date each entry. 
• Write from feeling, not from fact. 

Don' t just record what happened in 
your life. Write down how your 
experiences affected your heart and 
emotions. 

• Periodically review your entries, to 
discover spiritual trends in your life. 

Journaling offers many spiritual 
benefits. Try it and you' ll discover its 
power to change your life. • 

Charles Stone is a freelance writer, 
living in Ripon, CA. 
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strain it placed on 
their home life. 

That's when 

unday 
School: 

we decided to 
establish a class 
specifically for 
women whose 
husbands don't 
attend. Together, 
they are working 
through litera
ture directed to 
people in their 
circumstances. 
When the class 
began, things were 
slow. Several of 
the women were 
at different points 

II Group/Support Group 
Prayer partners were 
selected, and they began 
to mentor one another. 

BY DON CLEND ANIE L 

The greatest small group movement 
in the church is still Sunday school. 
It meets all the needed requirements 

to keep a small group alive and vibrant, 
such as: close friendships, a way into the 
larger group, and accountability. 

A new dimension to Sunday school is 
to recognize the benefits of this time for 
support groups within the church. 
This is nothing new. The truth is, people 
gravitate to where they find encourage
ment and support from those in similar 
situations. 

Sometime ago, we evaluated our 
church makeup and discovered a seg
ment of the congregation which was 
quietly hurting. The group to which I'm 
refen-ing was women who attended our 
church, without their husband attending 
as well. Some were married to men who 
professed Christ but didn' t attend; others 
had husbands who were antagonistic 
about church attendance. Several of 
these women were involved in church 
life, but still had struggles with the 

WA I March 2003 

in their spiritual life. Prayer partners were 
selected, and they began to mentor one 
another. Soon, we began hearing reports 
of growth. Some of the women who 
rarely or never spoke up were realizing 
that others were going through some of 
the same things they were-the same 
feelings and the same stresses. 

Sunday school should be a time of 
learning, but it must also be a time when 
we honor God's instructions to bear one 
another's burdens and show compas
sion. Because God began to bless this 
new class, several other support group 
models began to be considered. 

What are the needs in your church? 
Perhaps a class for men who attend 
church without their wives, or a class for 
parents of unsaved children, or a class 
designed for those facing the empty nest 
syndrome? In our church, we teach 
some Sunday school classes that use our 
denominational materials. We also offer 
several elective and Bible classes. 
Beyond that, we are now asking what 
other classes need to be made available 
for specific areas of support. 

Just what are some keys to develop
ing a Sunday school support group? 

Know the needs of your church. Not 
all churches will require the same type 
of group(s). The need may not actuaJly 

be directly related to the church in gen
eral, but it may be reflected in several of 
the individuals within the church. 

Enlist the support of those who face 
this need and have overcome it. The 
leader of our class for those women who 
attend without their husband faces this 
issue herself. She is teamed with a 
woman who has lived with the same sit
uation for several years. One of the 
women who at one time attended this 
c lass has seen her husband find Christ 
and get baptized. They now attend a dif
ferent class together, and this has been a 
real source of inspiration to the other 
women in the support class. 

Restrict attendance. AJI the people who 
attend a class with a special focus must 
share that conunon focus. That way, 
when one of the participants speaks in 
class, it will be from fusthand experience 
and not just with an opinion as to how 
they think a person in that situation feels. 

Confidentiality is a must. Things that 
are shared in a special focus class must 
be respected as confidential. However, 
telling people about the class is not the 
same as disclosing what is said in the 
class. 

Keep the class biblically sound. 
Remember that even if it is a support 
group, it is also a Sunday school class. 
Review all curriculum or counseling 
materials with your pastor and gain his 
or her approval before beginning this 
type of ministry. The goal of the class 
should be to build both the believer and 
the church. 

Each Sunday school class should be 
a place where the students are enriched 
in knowledge and renewed in spirit. We 
must a!Jow what happens in the class
room setting to exalt Christ by following 
His principles of how to care for one 
another. • 

Don Clendaniel serves as senior pastor of 
Trinity Wesleyan Church, Tipton, IN. 
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PERSON?r-r;STI MO NY 

There ls 

God has opened 
doors for me in every 

direction possible, 
and He continues to 

constantly amaze me. 

M any days of my childhood were 
spent observing my father as he 
worked the rocky fields of the 

North Carolina foothills. Dad was a 
farmer and was struggling with the 
heartbreaking eye disease named 
Retinitis Pigmentosa. I believe the main 
reason I was observing Dad so closely 
was that I had already realized, as a 
small boy, that I had inherited the 
dreadful disease from him. Retinitis 
Pigmentosa is a blinding disease that 
gradually attacks your peripheral vision 
and leaves you with total blindness. Ail 
the problems associated with the disease 
were giving my dad all the trouble he 
could handle while trying to ra ise twelve 
children and scratch out a living in those 
desolate fields. I could see how much 
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by Michael G. Jackson 

difficulty it caused my 
dad, and I knew that I 
could most likely look 
forward to the same fate. 

This was quite a load for an eight or 
nine-year-old boy to cruTy, and it wasn't 
until I was in my mid-twenties that a 
change in my life allowed me to move 
forward and become a productive citizen. 

I accepted Jesus Clu·ist into my life 
as a young teenage boy, while attending 
a Youth for Christ rally. The mother of 
my best friend provided us with trans
portation to attend YFC meetings. That 
mother would later prove to be instru
mental in me hearing a pastor's 
anointed message that would change 
my life for eternity. 

I was married at the age of 20, and 
my wife and I were baptized in 1966. 
Al though I was a Christian, Retinitis 
Pigmentosa constantly t011ured my mind 
and kept me very much afraid of the 
future. How would I make a living if 
and when I went blind? I couldn't get 
past the fear of going blind long enough 
to understand that God would supply my 
needs. What I needed to hear from 
God's Word was given to me on a regu
lar basis in my local Wesleyan church, 
but somehow I didn't allow it to register 
in my brain that God needed control of 
my li fe before He could help me. 

One Sunday morning in 1972, my 
pastor, Bob McCloskey, preached a ser
mon that changed my approach to life. 

Through the Holy Spirit, he convince<! 
me to trust God and turn all my wor
ries and concerns over to Him. 
SuddenJy, my life began to change. 
Constant fear was no longer a fact of 
life; I threw my pills away; and I could 
finally sleep again. Since I've learned to 
trust God to meet my needs, I have been 
a different person. The Lord gave me 
the ability to be confident in His plan 
for my life. 

Oh, did I forget to tell you that I 
slowly lost my vision and am now 
complete ly blind? It's true. But God 
has opened doors for me in every 
direction possible, and He continues 
to constantly amaze me. By His grace, 
I run a MADD program in my county, 
working to address the issue of drunk 
driving. I also work with the blind and 
visually impaired, and that gives me 
great satisfaction. The Lord made it 
possible for my daughter to attend col
lege, and He also saw to it that I never 
missed the first house payment to my 
mortgage company. 

God had a plan for me all along, 
but I couldn' t see it in those early days. 
I believe He allowed me to have 
Retinitis Pigmentosa so that I could 
share my life experiences with others 
and tell them, firsthand, that God is 
able to help us be overcomers. I have 
shared my life in a book called Life After 
Sight and, in it, I describe just bow won
derful life can be when you trust in the 
Lord-even when you can' t see at all. 

"Because He lives I can face tomor
row." Those words from a great old 
song fit me like a well-made glove, 
because I do know who holds the future. 
I pray that through my story, others will 
know that God wil l provide for us if 
we' ll trust ourselves to His care. • 

Michael G. Jackson is a 
freelance writer from 

Greensboro, NC. 

For more i11formario11 on 
Michael's book, see page 17. 
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pening the Door of Opportunity ••• 

Hope for Children is helping children in 

developing countries of the world achieve 
their potential so that they will be prepared 

as adults to provide for their famil ies, and to take 

positions of leadership in their homes, 

communities and churches. 

Twenty-five dollars a month assists in 

providing a specific child with a quality Christian 

education, nutritious food, clothing, 

and available medical care. 

YES! I would like to be a Hope for Children Sponsor for $25.00 per month for a child in: 

Africa D Asia D Caribbean D Central America Q South Paci fic D Where most needed 

ne (Mr., Mrs., Ms.) 

iling Address ________ _________ _ _ ___ :;:....__'--- E-mail -----~;...._--:-.;c.._--

- --------------~ Stat e - ----;::::===...::C.::::.ou::n~ t:.'...::ry~~==-::::--::::--:=:::::::::~--::::--::::--::::--::::-::::-=..__:__::::::::::....::.:::..:.:::....:::=:==:=~=========~ 

r have enclosed $25.00 for my fi rst month 's support. 
r have enclosed $300.00 for my first annual payment. 

Please charge mY, Master card, Visa or American Express 
based on my crec:lit card information listed here. 
Please send a remittance form to be returned 
along with my first month's support. 

msorship is tax deductible and receipts will be sen t. 

Credit Card Information 
Credit card # __ :;__ ________ __,, _ ___ _ 

Expiration Date MC Visa AMEX 
How would you like your card to be charged: 
D Annual Payment ($300) Monthly Charge ($25) to be charged 

Cardholder's Signature : 
every month on the (date). 



The Wesleyan Investment Foundation was 

established in 1959 to assist Wesleyan churches 

with property purchases and building projects. 
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Empowering Dads 
for the Race of Life 

You cnn be the father you've always wanted to be. Laced with 

valuable tips and quotes fro m auto racing greats like Dale 

Jarrett, Darrell Waltrip, and Ernie Irva n, The Winning Dad 

points the way toward effective fatherhood. Stan Toler and 

Jerry Brecheisen offer practical encouragement, insightful 

wisdom and humor that will give fa thers the confidence to: 

• Cope with li fe in the fast lane. 

• Set family priorities. 

• Maintain a healthy spiritual life. 

• Rise above personal fa ilure. 

The Winning Dad 
As a father, I have a source of strength 

that never needs refueling. 
BKBA99 $9.99 

+wesleyan q publishing 
house 

- Dale Jarrett 

Order now for Father's Day! 
Special quantity discounts available for giveaways. Call for more information 



by Norman G. Wilson, General Editor 

The Wounded Healer 
B

rowning said it, and we all want it to be true. 
"God's in His heaven: All 's right with the 
world." At least we believe it should be. But 

then world leaders begin rattling their sabers, war 
clouds darken the horizon, the space shuttle 
Columbia explodes, the biopsy comes back posi
tive, the vice clamps around your chest, and the 
question echoes through your mind: "Where is 
God?" The English philosopher, John Stuart Mill , 
said, "The problem of reconciling infinite benevo
lence and justice in the creator of such a world as 
this is insoluble." Difficult? Yes. Insoluble? No! 

But, even disciples are not 
exempt from this Pollyannaish 

least temporarily. But no one gets through life 
without bearing his or her share of trouble. 

Corrie Ten Boom tells a delightful story about 
God's care for her. For thirty-three years following 
her prison camp experience, she never had a perma
nent home. She called herself a " tramp for the 
Lord." At eighty-five years of age, some of her sup
porters provided Corrie with a lovely home in 
California. One day, a friend visited and when leav
ing the house turned and said, "Corrie, hasn ' t God 
been good to give you thi s beautiful home?" Her 
response was, "Yes, and God was good when I 

was in Ravensbruk, too." 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer once wrote 

dream. They believed that since 
Jesus was in their boat, He 
ought to save them from the 
storm. The contrary winds 
whipped the Sea of Galilee into 
an angry tempest threatening to 
send even seasoned sai lors to a 
watery grave, and they remon
strated with the sleeping Jesus: 

By His 
to his sister: "It is good to learn 
early enough that suffering and 
God are not a contradiction but 
rather a unity; for the idea that God 
Himself is suffering is one that has 
always been one of the most con
vincing teachings of Christianity. I 
think God is nearer to suffering 
than to happiness, and to find God 

stripes we 
are healed. 

"Don' t You care that we per
ish?" Of course He cared. The 
storm was not a demonstration 
of any lack of concern ; it was an opportunity 
to prove He knew what it was like to be in 
their boat. 

Suffering is perhaps the most universal of all 
human experiences-the common thread that binds 
us together in the family of man. Jabez's mother is 
not the only one who bore her son in pain. Your 
mother did too. You don ' t remember it, but I' m sure 
she does. God told Eve after the Fall: / will greatly 
multiply your sorrow and your conception; In pain 
you shall bring forth children (Gen. 3: 16 NKJY). 
The birth pangs were your mother 's; the death 
pangs will be your own; and during the threescore 
and ten years in between, you may suffer with trou
ble, sorrow, and tragedy. Some people are able to 
escape the difficulties that afflict most of us- at 

in thi s way gives peace, rest, and a 
strong courageous heart." 

In his now classic volume The 
Wounded Healer, Henry Nouwen- in writing about 
a pastor 's recognition of suffering-says, "Whether 
he tries to enter into a dis located world, relate to a 
convulsive generation, or speak to a dying man, his 
service wi ll not be perceived as authentic unless it 
comes from a heart wounded by the suffering about 
which he speaks." 

All is not made right in our world because God 
is in His heaven. But all is right in your world if 
Jesus is in your boat, your prison camp, your 
hospital room, or your silent suffering. He was 
wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised f or 
our iniquities; The chastisement fo r our peace was 
upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed (Isa. 
53:5 NKJY). • 
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I Need Easter 
According to some, the origins of the 

Easter week celebration are discuss
able. Secularists connect it to a 

festival. Christianity connects it to a 
faith. The calendar doesn't ente r into 
the fray. It simply leaves room, as if in 
silent honor, to the celebration of the 
Resurrection. The notation is there, each 
year, in that little square fo llowing the 
fi rst full moon after March 20. I don 't 
know all about the "What," and "When," 
and "Where" of Easter, but I do know a 
lot about the Who and Why. 

I know Who. I know that the calen
dars of time would not pay homage to 
bunnies, boi led eggs, or bejeweled 
icons. They would only post notice to a 
person. A simple, living person- who 
came from beyond the galaxies to put 
supernatural God-prin ts in the sands of 
time. Who dared to tent in the field of 
the commoner, afte r He had spoken 
oceans and earth and sky into be ing. 
W ho was will ing to make so great a sac
rifice to accomplish so great a salvation. 
I t's about H im- the Christ of Galilee 
who was (and is) the God of eternity. 

And I know Why. My life would 
have been left without a song if He had 
not broken the silence of a graveyard 
with whispered hope to a grieving fol
lowe r. My tears would have ever flowed 
if He had not stepped over the threshold 
of a bo1TOwed tomb, to announce His 
glorified presence. My days would have 
been bound prisoner to the head lines of 
the world if He had not painted a door
way to heaven's land onto life's canvas, 
in curious shades of crimson and white. 
I need Easter. I need it more than plastic 
grass, scurried trips to Targe~, or ampli
fied dramatic presentations by tired 
saints. I need it because, without it, my 
soul would be empty of anything that 
promises a tomorrow. 
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by Charles Dickson 

father was reading a novel of some 300 
pages in length. He was about to finish it 

with what promised to be a very exciting end
ing, when he realized the last two pages had 

een torn out of the book. After some vigorous inquiry of 
his son, the five-year-old admitted to taking the pages to 
make a paper airplane. By this time, Dad had lost his com
posure and angrily demanded an explanation for his son's 
behav ior. The boy somewhat weakly responded by say ing, 
" We ll , Dad, you got to read most of it, didn ' t you?" 

You cannot appreciate a novel without knowing the end. 
A television drama isn 't complete if you get up and leave 
the room ten minutes before the show is over. A story 
makes no sense without a conclusion. In all of these 
cases, you won' t know the ending. 

In another drama, some women stood at a tomb. They 
felt wrenching, jolting pain knifing through them-the kind 
we all feel at the death of a loved one. But not only had 
they lost someone whom they loved, they had also lost 
hope for the future. Amidst such feelings of de feat and 
despair, an angel appears, and the entire drama begins to 
take on a totally new meaning. Having already discovered 
there is no body in the tomb, they are now greeted with 
history's great announcement: "He is not here. He is 
risen!" 

Now they know what we all yearn to know ... they 
know "the rest of the story." The pain of this li fe is not the 
end; death is not the final event; there is a story beyond. 
That story is about life after the grave. It's about the hope 
of eternal life we all have through the resurrection of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Unless we know about the Resurrection and experience 
the power of the risen Christ in our personal lives, we are 
li ving a novel with the last pages removed. We will never 
know that God has written the rest of the story. 

Toward the end of World War II, an American officer, 
General Jonathan Wainwright, was a prisoner in a 
Manchurian concentration camp where he described him
self as a "broken, crushed, hopeless, starving man." Then 
came news of the Japanese surrender. As the general 
walked back to his headquarters, some guards began to try 
to hassle him again. With news of the Allied victory fresh 

TWA I April 2003 

Unless we know about the 

Resurrection and experience 

the power of the risen Christ 

in our personal lives, 

we are living a novel with 

the last pages removed. 

in his mind , he turned to his tormenters and declared with 
authority: "Now I'm in command here!" 

What news of the Allied victory meant to General 
Wainwright, news of the Resurrection means to us. We are 
no longer held captive in a concentration camp of pain 
and death. The angel has announced- once and for all
that hope has won over despair; life has defeated death. 
Our earth ly drama is no longer an unfinished novel with the 
last pages missing. 

In one of literature's greatest love lines, Robert 
Browning wrote to his beloved wife, Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning: "The face of all the world is changed, I think, 
since first I heard the footsteps of thy soul." 

Life for those women at the tomb described in Mark 's 
gospel changed forever when they heard the news of the 
angel. The footsteps of Christ would now be heard in their 
souls ... and ours. 

Easter is the message that no matter what suffering or 
tragedy we experience in this li fe, we do not lose hope, 
because we know it won't always be that way. We know 
the rest of the story. • 

Charles Dickson is a freelance writer who lives in Hickory, NC. 
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by Sar ah 

A woman in the mid-east was 
often given a small alabaster bottle 
when she married. It was to last a 

very long time, and was com
monly used for burial preparation. 

The scent lingers-pene
tratingly sharp-day after 

day. In the days when 
water supplies were 
uncertain or limited, 
showers unheard of, and 

baths rare, women were 
thankful for this effective 
aroma. It covered 
a multitude of scents that 
were less than pleasing. 

THE STORY: THE 
SCENTED SANDALS 
Kneeling down low, she 

F 
brushed the dust off His feet. It 

Tiagnance had been 
another long 

J !~~;::
11

from 

to Bethany, on foot. No one had been 
charged with cleaning the feet of this 
honored guest. 

The family where He was visiting revered 
Him. He had loved them, taught them L 

This friend, Jesus, was like no other. 

O ve prayed for them, and comforted them.' 
As the woman knelt at Jesus' feet, she 

Some would say that 
His blood-outpoured 
as He suffered on the 
cross- was a waste, 
much like the vial of 
perfume. 

THE FACTS: SPIKENARD 
A strong, pungent fragrance, it is 

a thick, o ily substance found in the 
roots and stems of the spikenard plant. 
Used by the ancients for a long-lasting 
perfume, spikenard was extremely 
expensive--costing about a year's 
wages for a small container. 
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recalled the time when He had brought 
her dead brother, Lazarus, back to life. 

Grasping the leather cord of the con
tainer, she used a quick, decis ive pull to 
unleash the precious bottle of pure nard. 
Fi1mly striking the neck of the alabaster 
bottle on the cool stone floor, she 
re leased its precious contents. 

At once, the pungent scent of the 
costly spikenard filled the room. As the 
fragrance met their nostrils, the onlook
ers gasped in disbe lief. The woman's 
sister, Martha, looked up from her serv
ing, not understanding her action , or 
her absence from assigned duties. The 
disciples were shocked. And one, Judas 
Iscariot, was furious. As treasurer of 
the group, he scowled, and then loudly 
condemned her act. As he watched the 
woman lovingly pour the ointment 
over her Lord and onto His feet, 
wiping the excess with her hair, he 

Nightingale 

became enraged, shouting over her lack 
of discretion in us ing such a costly per
fume. Then, in a quick attempt to 
recover, he hastily mumbled that rather 
than waste it, the vial should have been 
sold , so that the funds could be g iven to 
the poor. He hoped that no one had 
detected his greed. 

Only the Savior, the recipient of this 
gift, this gestu re of gratitude, ful ly knew 
the significance of the woman 's act. Only 
He knew what the tomorrows of this week 
would bring. The Father had granted a 
quiet evening with these dear friends
among them, Mary, Martha, Lazarus, and 
the disciples- be fore the events of an 
agonizing week would unfold. 

IN THE ENSUING DAYS ... 

• The d isciples would desert Him. 

• Judas would betray Him. 

• Roman so ldiers would arrest Him. 

• Peter would deny Him. 

• P ilate would finally hand Him over. 

• Angry crowds would taunt Him. 

• Hostile Jews would crucify H im. 

• His mother, Mary, would mourn Him. 

And the Father would forgive ... 

Not for His sins-He had none-but 
for the s ins of the world, yours and 
mine, which He would carry into the 
depths of Hades. 

But for tonight, He would enjoy the 
fragrance of love outpoured. And on that 
long walk through the week, and finally 
down the Via Dolorosa-the way of suf
fering-every step would be punctuated 
by the lingering aroma so lavishly 
poured out by a simple woman with an 
obedient spirit. 

Some would say that His blood--out
poured as He suffered on the cross-was 
a waste, much like the vial of perfume. 
But like the fragrance of that perfume, 
the power of His shed blood would 
linger- reaching into the crevices of our 
hearts-bring ing with it, freedom , for
giveness, and an everlasting new life. • 

Sarah Nightingale is a freelance writer from 
East Aurora, NY. 
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Beneath the cross 
of Jesus I gladly 
take my stand. 

by Wayne M. Warner 

~ aul recognized no man 
- /Js according to the flesh, 
I J believing God is in Christ 1 - reconciling us to himself, 

and that we are ambassadors for 
Christ (see 2 Cor. 5: 18-20 and Rom. 
1: 16). Salvation includes everyone 
who believes-both Jew and Greek. 

The Cross leads us to the 
Resurrection. 

If I be lifted up from the earth, said 
Jesus, I will draw all men to Myself 
(John 12:32 NASV). 

The fellowship of the Resurrection 
is God 's people on a mission, pursuing 
a vision of the Church's meaning and 
mission (cf. Dt. 7:6; 28:9; Jer. 31:33; I 
Pe. 2:9; Gal . 6:16). 

Meeting the resurrected Jesus 
shaped Dietrich Bonhoeffer's life as a 
pastor/teacher. Although finally exe
cuted, he died peacefully, confessing, 
"There is only one hope for our age ... 
Return to the Church," he urged, "to 
the place where one man bears up 
another in love, where one man shares 
the life of another, where there is fel-
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The 

lowship in God, where there is home 
' 

where there is love." 
Paul discovered that death came to 

Jesus that men .. . should cease to live 
for themselves and live for him who 
for their sake died and was raised to 
life (2 Cor. 5: 15). The Church is "our 
hope for the present and the future," 
agreed Bonhoeff er. 

The Cross frees from 
racism, culturalism, 
and creedalism. 

The Resurrection became the 
power by which God empowered 
Jesus on the cross to overcome death 
and energize His followers to over
come sin and live as Christ had taught 
them. 

Thus, Albert Cleagle reasoned, " If 
God created man in His own image ... 
we must look at man to see what God 
looks like." 

Viewing society through his 1970's 
lens, Cleagle found: "There are black 
men, there are yellow men, there are 
red men, and there are a few ... white 
men in the world. If God created man 
in His own image, then God must be 
some combination of this black, red, 
yellow, and white . . . in America, one 
drop of black blood makes you a black 
person. So, by [these standards] God 
is black." 

"Racialism has many sins to bear," 
observed E. Stanley Jones, with 
respect to his friend Gandhi, "but per-

haps its worst sin was the obscurino of t:, 

Christ in an hour when one of the 
greatest souls [Gandhi] born of 
woman was making his decision." 

The Cross still offers our 
greatest hope. 

Paul was metamorphosed (reborn), 
going into the cocoon a sinful worm, 
and coming out a "grace-full" butter
fly, enjoying . .. 

J od's 

..Piches 

Ji 
& ist's 

E xpense 

From then on, Paul regarded no 
one from a worldly point of view. 

Like Paul . .. 

Beneath the cross of Jesus I gladly 
take my stand ... 

The very dying form of One who 
suffered there for me; 

And from my smitten heart with 
tears, two wonders I confess-

The wonders of His glorious love 
and my unworthiness. (Elizabeth C. 

Clephane, 1872) • 

Wayne M. Warner is a freelance wri ter 
from Battle Creek, MI. 
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G E N E R A L 

( I 10 r ) 1110mas E. Armiger, 
Earle L. Wilson, David W Holdren 

I 
always knew the country as Burma. 
It is located on the mainland of South 
East Asia; bound by China Lo the 
north and northeast, Laos to the east, 

Thailand to the east and southeast, lndia 
to the northwest, Bangladesh to the 
wesl, and the Andaman Sea to the 
south. Now it is called Myanmar. 
The capital is Yangon- the population 
about 52,000.000-of which 85% are 
Theravada Buddhists. nearly 10% 
Christians. and about 5% Muslims. 

Before my wife and I visited Myanmar 
this year (February 20 th rough March I ), I 
knew very liltle about the country formerly 
called Burma. I did remember a liule of the 
poem the great English writer. Rudyard 
Kipling wrote about Burma·s second-largest 
city. Mandalay. I was required to read that 
poem while a grade school student and so. I 
was intrigued when our plane landed in 
Mandalay, on our way to the northern city 
of Kalay Myo, the location of the national 
oflice and concentration of Wesleyan 
churches. You can imagine my disappoint
ment in not being able to find one person 
familiar with Rudyard Kipl ing"s poem. 

I also recalled the agony of the 
American soldiers during World War U. 
who were captured by the Japanese army 
and forced to March along the Burma 
Road in Northern Burma. Many of them, 
suffering from malnutrition and tropical 
diseases, died along that tortuous route. 

The Wesleyan Church exists in 
Myanmar with considerable strength. 
including 45 churches; 9,35 1 members; a 
medical cl inic serving hundreds of 
patients; a semjnary (Union Biblical 
Seminary) with 160 students; a strong, 
active Wesleyan Women's ministry; and 
a full-time national supe1intendent with 
supporti ve general officers ru1d a general 
board of administration. 

8 www.wesleyan.org 

SU~ 

The Confirmation 
01 Christian Service 

There is another name 
associated with Myanmar, that 
I came to know in my early 

years in the ministry. In keeping with my 
long-standing custom of reading biogra
phies of great people, patticularly in the 
Christian world, I read the biography of a 
missionary named Adonirum Judson. 
Judson was the very first Christian mis
sionary to go to Myanmar. Born in Boston, 
Massachusetts, he was a Baptist with a call 
to evangeli ze the Burmese people. The 
interesting thing about Judson·s missionary 
career is that he lived and witnessed in 
Myanmar for six years before he had one 
person converted to Christ. Then in 
another year or l wo. the second person was 
converted, and, finally, the third . Judson 
was so di scouraged that he told these three 
Christians that he intended to leave and go 
back to his native Boston. to serve the Lord 
in other ministries. The three begged him lo 
stay a little while longer. They. in fac t. said. 
··Mr. Judson. if you wi ll remain in Burma 
until there are twelve Christians. you can 
then leave and we will promise you that the 
name of Jesus Christ as Lord will never dis
appem· from thi s land." Judson stayed until 
there were twelve Christians. and he 
remained there for many years. 

Immanuel Baptist Church in downtown 
Yangon was one of the results of Judson's 
ministry. Today. that church is pastored by 
Dr. Paul F. Johns. Dr. Johns is the chai.Jman 
of the board of our Yangon campus of our 
Wesleyan Seminai-y. I visited with him and 
stopped in Yangon, to see rus church. Seven 
congregations meet in his large church 
every Sunday. One of those congrega
tions is The Wesleyan Church of 
downtown Yangon. 

Adonirum Judson is known in the 
Christian community of Myanmar today as 
the one who translated the Bible into the 
Bunnese language. After 150 years, 
Judson's translation of the Bible is stil l the 
very best that can be found in the Burmese 

i.J ·by Earle L. Wils 

In God's calculations, th 
reaping that will eventual 

accompany the faithft 
planting of the seed does nc 

take place every week . . 
not even every yea 

language. The small seminary that he began 
so long ago is now the campus of Myanmar 
University. On that campus is a chapel dedi
cated in his honor, and it still maintains 
worship services and revival meetings. 
According 10 the best estimates, there are 
between ten and twenty million Christians 
living today in Myanmar. 

As I boarded the plane at Yangon 
International Airport for my fl ight to 
Singapore. on to Tokyo and then home. I 
rejoiced that Adonirum Judson did not 
give up too quickly. I re flected on the fact 
that in God·s calculations, the reaping that 
wi ll eventually accompany the faithful 
planting of Lhe seed does not take place 
every week . .. not even every year. 

r also wondered how many pastors and 
other Christian workers there may be who 
have become discouraged with the lack 
of growth and rewards for services ren
dered. Perhaps we need to be reminded 
of people like Adonirum Judson, who 
never realized the full impact of his 
long Li fe of service in the land of Burma 
(Myanmar) but whose "works do indeed 
follow hjm.'' Today. in that fai·away land 
among thousands of Buddhist temples and 
superstitions, the Name of Jesus Christ is 
known, preached, and hundreds each year 
tum from darknes to light. And today The 
Wesleyan Church has a strong, growing 
witness where a faithful Baptist mission
ary did not give up too quickly, but whose 
confirmation of ministry came after his 
death-and stiU goes on and on. • 

April 2003 I TWA 



~eer 
~entoring Croups 

~

round 250 peer mentoring groups involving 
1,500 Wesleyan ministers are meeting each 
month across North America. Each district is 

articipating in this effort to raise the level of 
ffective leadership in our Church. Why is such 
n initiative important? 

:ecause of the needs of our pastors. The 
emands and expectations placed upon pastors 
ften severely stretch or exceed their ability. Some 
perate out of a sense of isolation-separated from 
ther ministers by distance, busy schedules, or the 
1ct that everyone is preoccupied with the demands 
f his or her own assignment and have little oppor
mity to interact with other pastors. Pastors, like 
nyone else, need meaningful relationships where 
1ey can grow, find nurture and support for per
anal needs, and be renewed spiritually. 

iecause of the needs of the church. According 
J recent research, about 55% of our churches are 
lateaued or declining in average attendance. It is 
eported that 80% of the churches in America are 
1 this condition, and half of them will be closed 
1ithin 10 years unless significant revitalization 
1kes place. Church planting is an important strat
gy for growing the Church, and our denomination 
; effectively engaged in that effort. But we also 
nust see our existing churches revitalized and 
,ffectively reaching their communities for Christ, 
hrough revitalized ministerial and lay leadership. 

lecause of the challenges of ministry in the 21 s1 

entury. Our ministers must be constantly learning 
.nd growing if they are to effectively minister in 
oday's culture. Eric Hoffer has said, "In a time of 
lrastic change, it is the learners who inherit the 
uture. The learned find themselves equipped to live 
1 a world that no longer exists." Effective ministers 
nust be learners if they are to meet the challenges 
1f ministry in a day of rapid and radical change. 

Peer mentoring groups provide places for 
ninisters to build meaningful peer relationships, 
levelop prayer partners, learn, challenge and 
.upport each other, and be held accountable for 
1ersonal and professional goals. If you are a 
1astor and are not in a mentoring group, ask 
1our district superintendent if you can find one 
n your district. If you are a lay person who is 
nterested in the personal and professional 
1rowth of your pastor, encourage him or her 
o be involved in one of these groups. • 

-Ken Heer 

For more information, go onJine to 
www. wesleyan.orglldj or contact the LDJ 

Coordinator at 317 .577 .1387. 
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How to Memorize the Bible 
I just can' t 

memorize!" 
One Sunday morning 

Ashley B., a seventh 

(and have fun doing it) Memorial Wesleyan 
(Jamestown, NC). The 
B-Team had the ir own 

grade student and a member of the 
"Chi Alpha" Bible Bowl Team 
from First Wesleyan 
Church in Bartlesville, 
Oklahoma, came to 
practice with the above 
complaint. In her opinion, 
she just wasn ' t good 
enough for Bible Bowl. 

The coaches convinced 
her to keep trying. Five 
weeks later, Ash ley confi
dently recited twelve of 
the assigned memory 
verses-without a single 
mistake. 

by Trevor Persaud 
match against two 

churches who were stai1ing teams for 
the next year (Sooner Park Wesleyan 

(Bartlesville , OK) and 
Olathe Wesleyan (Olathe, 
KS). The A-Team won 
Nationals once again and, 
the very next Sunday, began 
practicing with the B-Team 
for the next book. 

"Kids remember the 
words to popular songs, 
their friends' E-mail 

Starting a new Bible 
Bowl team is easier than it 
sounds. Materials from 
Wesleyan Publishing House, 
the World Bible Quiz 
Association, and the 
Nazarene and Assemblies of 
God quiz leagues can be a 
big help. Academic-bowl

Trel'or (IOll'er lej, ) is pic111red wi1h his 1eamma1es, coaches, style " buzzer" systems are 
available for practice in com

petition-style game play. 
addresses, and lots of other 

and (far right) Jim McFadden. National Director of Wesleyan Bible Bowl. 

things," says a coach on the Chi Alpha 
team. "It's fun to watch the transfonnation 
as they realize that they can memorize 
Scripture verses, even chapters." 

Wesleyan Bible Bowl (WBB) is a 
program of The Youth Department of 
The Wesleyan Church. Chi Alpha 's team 
got started in l 995, after Bartlesville 
residents Chris and Deb Cook got a 
chance to see the National WBB compe
tition at the "Exalt '94" National 
Wesleyan Youth Convention. Deb 
recalls wondering why her own church 
didn ' t have a team. 

As soon as they got back to 
Bartlesville, the Cooks got together a 
group of local teens to study the book of 
John, the assigned quiz book for the J 995 
WBB season. The team won their District 
and Area championships and placed fourth 
in the 1995 National Competition~an 
amazing feat for a first-year team. Next 
year, the team worked harder to memorize 
every word of the books of First and 
Second Corinthians. At the '96 National 
Competition, they won the National title! 
The team has been going strong ever 

1 O www.wesleyan.org 

In 2003, the WBB 
National Competition 

will be at the 
International Youth 

Convention, 
in Charlotte, 

North Carolina. 
since, winning four more National 
championships over the next six years. 

These days, Ch i Alpha usually has 
two teams studying at once. While the 
" A-Team" is getting ready for the com
ing games, the "B-Team" is studying the 
next year 's assigned book or books. At 
the 2002 National games at Oklahoma 
Wesleyan University, the A-Team was 
playing champion teams from all over 
the country (including Fountain City 
Wesleyan (Richmond, IN); Valley 
Wesleyan (Canaseraga, NY); and Bales 

But practice once a week can only 
go so far. Chi Alpha coaches would 
advise start-up teams to do the follow
ing: "Encourage your kids to study 
more by themselves. Concentrate on the 
memory verses. District-level competi
tion is in the summer. If you start early, 
you can get a head start on the better 
teams." 

In 2003 , the WBB National 
Competition will be at the International 
Youth Convention, in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. Chi Alpha hopes to go, but 
they' ll have to face some tough chal
lenges at the District and Area levels. 
"A lot of new teams have just gotten 
started, and some older teams are com
ing back," observes one team member. 
"As usual , we' ll have some tough com
petition this year." 

But the team tries not to worry too 
much about the game. They try to fol
low Matthew 6:34. Competition is 
" tomorrow" . .. practice is "today." • 

Trevor Persaud is a Bible quizzer 
from Bartlesvi lle, OK. 
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D
r. Jerry Pence, General Director of 
Evangelism and Church Growth 
for The Wesleyan Church, and 

Dr. Jo Anne Lyon, President of World 
Hope International, participated in an 
organizational meeting on January 30, 
2003-at the U.S. Capitol Building
for a coalition called "Christians for 
Faith-Based Initiatives" (CFBD. The 
group's purpose is to facilitate appropri
ate access by evangelical ministries to 
federal funding for faith-based social 
services to America's poor and broken. 
CFBI is comprised of various denomi
national and parachurch organizations 
cooperating as a strong, unified voice to 
shape the thinking of both government 
and secular groups during the ongoing 
debate about federal funding for faith
based initiatives. CFBI will develop 
tools and share resources to keep the 
''faith factor'' strong as evangelical 
churches and groups participate in 
expanded faith-based services. 

Senator Rick Santorum of 
Pennsylvania hosted the event at the 
Capitol, which was chaired by Dr. 
Ronald Sider, Professor of Theology 
and Culture at Eastern Baptist 

Wesleyans and Other Evangelical 
Leaders Meet at U.S. Capitol 
Regarding Faith-Based Initiatives 

Theological Seminary and President 
of Evangelicals United for Social 
Action. Dr. Lloyd Ogilvie, re tiring 
U.S. Senate Chaplain, gave the open
ing prayer. Sessions were fac ilitated 
by Dr. Jim Towey, Deputy Assistant to 
the President and Director of The 
White House Office of Faith-Based 
and Community Initiatives; Dr. Wade 
Horn, Assistant Secretary for Chi ldren 
and Families, U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services; Mr. Fred 
Smith , former CEO of FedEx and now 
Pres ident of The Gathering/Fourth 
Partner Foundation, a philanthropic 
advocacy and information group; and 
Dr. Amy Sherman, Senior Fellow and 
Director of the Faith in Communities 
Initiative at the Welfare Policy Center 
of the Hudson Institute. Dr. Jo Anne 
Lyon was a member of the task force 
that organized the event. 

Denomination-wide information 
about Wesleyan compassion ministries 
is being gathered as part of this year's 
local church reporting process for the 
first time. A new denominational data
base will network churches and 
leaders interested or currently 
involved in faith-based initiatives. 
A brief description of social 
services and compassion 
programs offered by your 
local church may be sent 
to the Evangelism and 
Church Growth 
Department at The • 
Wesleyan Church 
International 
Cente r. The 
E-mail address is 
e&cg@wesleyan.org. 

Wooddale Church (Eden 
Prairie, MN) are North 
Point's surrogate parents. 

Baptist Congregation 
Plants Wesleyan Church Pastor Al Goracke of 

Kingswood led his con
gregation in embracing 

the idea of parenting a daughter church 
and invited Pastor DeVel to join the 
church's staff as "church planting pas
tor" last fall. In a real demonstration 
of its own "Kingdom" mindset, 
Wooddale Church, a Baptist General 
Conference congregation-led by 
well-known pastor Leith Anderson 
(who is also President of the National 
Association of Evangelicals) agreed 

planting dream and to recruit people 
for his core gr':)up. Wooddale Church, 
Kingswood Church, the Iowa-Minnesota 
District of The Wesleyan Church, and 
the General Department of Evangelism 
and Church Growth are helping North 
Point toward its anticipated launch in 
the fall of 2003. North Point Church is a Wesleyan 

church plant in Anoka County, 
Minnesota, led by Pastor 

David DeVel. 
It is in a part 

of the greater 
Minneapolis/St. 
Paul area that 
has the fewest 
churches in the 
state, due to rapid 

growth. 
Kingswood 

Wesleyan Church 
(Blaine, MN) and 

to mentor DeVel as a resident in its 
church planting internship program. 
Wooddale gave De Yel a public platform 
in their worship services on February 8 
and 9, 2003 , to announce his church 

If you have friends or relatives in 
the Coon Rapids/ Andover area of Anoka 
County who may be interested in find
ing a new church home, call Pastor 
DeVel at 763.767.5038 to share contact 
information. 

More information about church 
parenting is available from the General 
Department of Evangelism and Church 
Growth at www. wesleya11. orglecg by clicking 

on the Church Health Fitness Center and visit

ing the "Parent Church Network" pages. • 

www.wesleyan.org 11 
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OVER THREE BIWON PEOPLE ... 
Since 1979, over balf of the world's 
population has been reached through 
the efforts of The JESUS Film Project. 
The JESUS film has been translated 
into 600 languages (with another 
200 in process), and has been seen 
in over 200 countries. More than 800 
organizations have partnered with 
Campus Crusade for Christ to show 
the film. 

Global Partnership (Wesleyan 
World Missions) is using the JESUS 
film to help reach the lost throughout 
the woi:ld-by sharing the gospel 

• 

• 20,000 prayer partners 

• 500 faith partners to re lease 
the teams for ministry 

And the most important fi gure ... 

• 1 Savior to be exalted and 
shown to the world 

Wesleyan Youth "Champion tor Jesus" 
Herek M. cE.w en attends Northcrest 

Community Wesleyan Church in 
Flower Mound, Texas, and has a pas
sion to serve God through his career in 
motorsports. 

McEwen says, "I' ve been raised in 
The Wesleyan Church and have known 
Jesus Christ as my personal Savior since I 
was five years old. Throughout my 18 
years, I' ve always felt Hirn in my heart. I 
realize my life has not been without sin, 
but I recognize my sins and I have asked 
God to forgive me. I continue to grow in 
my faith as I strive to keep my life on 
track with God's help. On January 14, 
2003, l rededicated my life and my career 
in 111otorspo1ts to Jesus Christ." 

12 www.wesleyan.org 

McEwen Motorspo1ts is a Christ-cen
tered, mission driven, driver development 
race team supported by "Champions for 
Jesus" and Corporate Partners. As an 
inspired race car driver, Berek has a 
passion to demonstrate his faith as 
he advances his career in motor
sports while encouraging others 
to do the same in the mission ~ 
field of our everyday , 
world. His first goal is to -~ {j) 
raise $150,000 for char- !'ig 
ity within three years. 

He started racing 
go-karts at North 
Texas Kartway, 
north of Denton, 

1111 
Projec1 

In the words of Rich Lively, 
Director of the JESUS Film Partnership 
of Wesleyan World Missions: "From 
January through June 2002, ten teams 
showed the fi lm 203 times. Out of 
35,785 viewers, 5,217 decisions for 
Christ were made; 1,3 16 of those 
have received in tense fol low-up care. 
Global Partners is committed to train
ing more and more teams to share the 
story of Jesus' love." 

Use any of the contact means 
to obtain more in formation on this 
exciting ministry: 

JESUS Fil m Partnership 
P.O. Box 50434 

Indianapolis, IN 46250-0434 

www.wesleyan.org/wwm/1 FP/jfp.html 

or E-mail at jfpwwm@aof.com 

Texas, in 1996. In the last few years, his 
primary focus has been racing in the 
SuperKart North American ProMoto Tour, 
racing head-to-head with top drivers and 
teams from all over the continent. The 
ProMoto Tour has become the pinnacle 
of organized kart racing, while providing 

a platform to auto racing. Over a period 
of seven years in karting, McEwen won 
ten local and regional championships 
and three national championships. In 

2001, he ranked firth among the 
most ta lented drivers in North 

~ . America, and also earned 
~ SKUSA Super-Pro Rookie 

of the Year. In 2002, he 
won his third National 
Kruting Championship. • 
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~ OBITUARY 

Brecheisen, Rev. 
Augusta Wilson, 86 
March 3, 2003 

Rev. Augusta Wilson 
Brecheisen went to be 
with her Lord on March 

3, 2003, at Arbor Manor Care Center 
in Jackson, MI. She was born in 
Binghamton, NY, on March 7 , 19 16. 

Rev. Brecheisen was an ordained 
minister in The Wesleyan Church and 
with her husband, the late Rev. Loren 
Brecheisen, had a 46-year gospe l 
mus ic ministry tlu·oughout North 
America. 

Survivors include one daughter: 
Ethel (Mark) Bartlett, Jackson, MI; 
one son: Jerry (Carol) Brecheisen, 
Indianapolis, IN; and three sisters-in
law: Mrs . Glennis (Dale) Brecheisen, 
Mrs. Doris (Homer) Brecheisen, and 
Mrs. Lillian Wilson. She is also sur
vived by three grandchildren: Mandi 
(Troy) Cundiff, Ari anna (Jeff) Eckart, 
and Alexandria Bartlett. There are 
three great grandchildren: Kyle 
Cundiff, O livia and Lauren Eckart; 
plus several nieces and nephews. 

Serv ices were held at Trinity 
Wesleyan Church in Jackson , MI. 
Inte rment was at Florida Hills 
Memorial Gardens, Brooksvi lle, FL. 

Bill Bright Names 
John Maxwell to 
Succeed Him as 
Chairman of Global 
Pastors Network 

Bill Bright, founder 
and chairman emeritus of 

Campus Crusade for Christ and co
founder of Global Pastors Network 
(GPN), has selected John C. Maxwell , 
founder and chairman of the IN JOY 
Group and EQUIP, Atlanta, GA, to suc
ceed him as chairman of GPN following 
his death. Bright has been battling pul
monary fibrosis for more than a year. 

John Maxwell's earlier ministry 
efforts included Wesleyan denomina-

TWA I April 2003 

.... NATIONAL AND INTERNAT I ONAL NEWS 

Global Partners Announces 
Restructuring of Latin American 
Area 

In recent years, God has blessed The 
Wesleyan Church with rapid expansion 
across Latin America. In response, Rick 
West, area director, has looked to vari
ous people to help develop the growth 
of the area. With these experiences in 
mind, mission representatives from 
across the continent met January 21-23, 
2003, to consider ways to faci li tate 
future growth in the Caribbean and 
Latin American areas, and the following 
plans were developed: 

Two areas, i.e. , the Caribbean and 
the Latin American areas, will be com- , 
bined into one area, to be called The 
Latin American Area. Rev. West is 
named to serve as the area director. 

Seven regions will be created for 
The Latin American Area to provide 
more direct leadership in the deve lop
ment of national church ministries, and a 
regional director assigned to each one. 

Region One: Mexico, El Salvador, and 
Ecuador- Rev. Thomas Hines 
Region Tuo: Guatemala, Honduras, 
and Nicaragua-Rev. James Eckhardt 
Region Three: Costa Rica and 
Panama- Rev. Kirk Statler 

(co111i1111ed 01111ex1 page) 

tional leadership, during which time he 
guided the growth of 15 churches. While 
serving as senior pastor at Skyline 
Wesleyan Church near San Diego, CA, 
Maxwell founded INJOY in 1985. He 
continues to be an ordained minister on 
the Pacific Southwest District of The 
Wesleyan Church. 

GPN is a worldwide Internet portal 
and gateway for distributing training 
content and materials from the Christian 
community to pastors around the world. 
Launched in 2002, in a partnership with 
James 0. Davis, founder and president 
of Cutting Edge International, GPN is a 
growing coalition of Christian ministries 
working together to train, equip, and 
assist pastors everywhere. • 
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Region Four: Haiti- Dr. James 
Vermilya 
Region Five: Colombia, Cuba, 
Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, and 
Venezuela-Rev. Rod Guptil 
Region Six: Brazil , Guyana, Suriname/ 
French Guiana-Rev. Tom Ensz 
Region Seven: Argentina, Chile, and 
Peru- Rev. Jarvis Ferguson 

This restructuring offic ially began 
on Februaiy 1. 2003, and is scheduled 
to take eighteen months for full imple
mentation. 

"We thank God for the vision and 
passion of our Latin American leaders 
as they endeavor to reach this area for 
C hrist, which has a population o f 500 
million people," said Dr. Donald Bray, 
General Director of Global Pai·tners/ 
Wesleyan World Missions . "Your 
prayers for o ur Latin American leader
ship team are appreciated as, together, 
we stri ve to see transformed li ves and 
powerful churches become a reality." 

... NEWS FROM COLLEGES & SEMINARIES 

Ministry Award Presented on SWU 
Campus 

Fred D. Andrews, senior pastor of 
First Wesleyan, Central, SC, is the 
2003 recipient of the Virgil A. Mitchell 
Excellence in Pastoral Ministry Award. 
The award was presented by David J. 
Spittal, President o f Southern Wesleyan 

Pictured (I tor) are: Dr. Spittal, D,: Mitchell, 

Rev. Andrews, and Rev. Rohen Smirh. 

University, during the annual Southern 

Area Ministers' Conference. Established 
by Dr. and Mrs. Mitchell, the award rec-
14 www.wesleyan.org 

ognizes and affLrms effective pastoral 
ministry. This is the ninth year that 
Southern Area Wesleyan pastors have 
been honored with the award. 

... DISTRICT NEWS 

Indiana South 
The children from Beth Terry 's 

Sunday school class at North Vernon 

Wesleyan have been an important part 
o f the church's fund-raising for a fel
lowship building. Beth felt it was 
important for the children to have a 
part in the build ing program. She says, 
"Once a month I would gather my 
class of ten children and we would 
take a few minutes during the worship 
serv ice to sing songs in fro nt of our 
people. We had special baskets in 
which my litt le o nes would gather 
money. People loved to see the chil
dren taking part and partic ipating. 

News got out that we had our own 
fund-raising going on, and people in the 
community began to give. We started our 
fund-raising in March 2002. I had a big 
thermometer drawing that we would 
color in each month to see how much 
money we collected. The children would 
see the red going up and they could see 
the progress being made. 

We wanted the children to feel that 
they are a vita l part of our church and 
to see what the Lord could help us do. 
As they grow up, they' ll be able to say 
they had a part in making o ur fe llow-

ship building a real ity. Our goal was 
to raise $ 1,000 by December 2002, 
and we had the money by October! 
Construction is scheduled to begin 
this spring. 

Beth's husband, Jim, serves as 
pastor of the church. 

Service Awards Presented at 
International Center 

During chapel services in Februaiy, 
nine employees of various Deprutrnents 
o f the Inte rnational Center were recog
nized for years of service to The 
Wesleyan Church. Recipients, along 
with their years of service, are pictured. 
front row, left to right: Julie Alexander (5); 
Karen Davenport (10); Jill Olson (5): Lori 

Shelby (15); William Clark (5)-back row, left 
to right: Jarrod Wiseley (5); Karen Petterson 
( I 0); Denise Burnett ( 15); Barbara Pullan (5) 
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• National Day of Prayer Set for May 1 
Thursday, May l will be the National 

Day of Prayer, with this year's theme being 
"Righteousness Exalts a Nation." The scrip
ture focus is Righteousness exalts a nation, 
but sin is a disgrace to any people 
(Proverbs 14:34). 

Mrs. Shirley Dobson, wife of James 
Dobson, is once again serving as Chair of 
the task force which plans the annual event. 
She has expressed a concern that "The spiri
tual awakening evident after 9/11 has faded 
as most Americans have reverted to 'busi
ness as usual.' Testifying to this fact have 
been headlines pointing to the rampant 
moral bankruptcy in many segments of our 
society-a clear indication that we have 
veered significantly from America's Judeo
Christian heritage. To counter these 
distressing needs, the goal of the National 
Day of Prayer is to spread the redemptive 
message that, as a nation and as individuals, 
it is time to tum from wrongdoing and pur
sue the things of God." 

An annual day of prayer was estab
lished by Congress in 1952, and in 1988, 
the first Thursday in May was named as a 
National Day of Prayer. 

Appreciation has been expressed to The 
Wesleyan Advocate, via E-mail from Mark 
Fried, the media and marketing coordinator 
of the NDP Task Force, in which he says, 
"We appreciate your willingness to share 
the need for prayer for our country and 
leaders. Thank you so much for standing 
with us in calling this nation to its knees." 

More information on this event is 
available at nationaldayofprayer.org or 
(719) 531-3379. 
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• Public Library Prohibits Meeting on 
Study of America's Christian Heritage 

The community of Dunedin, FL is being 
sued in federal court over its policy of pro
hibiting the expression of religious viewpoints 
in community meeting rooms. In late 2002, an 
individual asked city officials for permission 
to use a room in the local public library for a 
meeting on America's Christian heritage. He 
was informed that the meeting room was off 
limits for poli tical or religious programs. The 
lawsuit says that the "clear constitutional prin
ciple" mandates that a community providing a 
public facility to the general population cannot 
discriminate against those wishing to use it for 
these purposes. 

• North Carolina Will Monitor Home Schoolers 
In a move that is being watched by home 

schooling leaders nationally, the state of North 
Carolina will more closely monitor home school
ers for abuse and neglect. New procedures have 
been adopted as pai1 of the NC Child Fatality 
Task Force's 2003 agenda. The Task Force 
will send a letter to the Department of Social 
Services in North Cai·olina's 100 counties, to 
request that DSS record the type of school 
attended by a child who is being investigated for 
abuse or neglect. The primary intent of tracking 
this information is to determine "if home 
schooled children ai·e more or less likely to be 
investigated tl1an tl1e general school population." 

• InterVarsity Policy Still Questioned at UNC 
The controversy over whether or not the 

lnterVarsity Christian Fellowship (IVCF) should 
remain an officially recognized student organi
zation at the University of No1th Cai·olina has 
not ended. lVCF requires that only Christians 
hold leadership positions, and UNC-Chapel Hill 
Chancellor James Moeser issued a statement 
ordering the university to maintain the group's 
status. School officials originally told lnterVarsity 
that its recognition by the University would be 
revoked if it did not change its charter, which 
requires its leaders to uphold Christian beliefs. 
The issue gained national attention when the 
Foundation for Individual Rights in Education 
(FIRE) threatened legal action. Now, some 
UNC-Chapel Hill student leaders have expressed 
their displeasure with the Chancellor's decision, 
stating in an editorial in the Daily Tarheel that 
lnterVarsity's charter promotes discrimination. 

Homosexual activists on campus have also 
entered the debate by starting a leller-writing 
campaign that criticizes Chancellor Moeser's 
actions. 

www. evcmgel ica I-press. com 

Equipping Your Lay Leaders 
by Joseph Liddick 

Early on in my ministry I lamented the fact 
that my church was lacking in leadership. I 
longed for greener pastures-a church that 

had many capable, spiritually motivated lay 
leaders who were just waiting for me, their pas
tor, to tell them what to do. There was only one 
problem with this: There was no such church. It 
was a myth. Then, at one of his conferences, I 
heard John Maxwell say, "There's gold in them 
thar pews." His premise was simple: It is my 
responsibility as pastor to discover the 
potential leaders within my church and then 
invest my time in developing their latent 
abilities. This was a radical shift of ministry 
priorities for me, which has paid great dividends 
over the years. Here are a few of the lessons I 
have learned during that time. 

Light the fires. Teach regularly on spiritual gifts 
and passions. People need to be reminded that 
God has equipped them to do great things for 
Him. By teaching on gifts and passions, you will 
stir up vision. People will begin to dream bigger 
dreams. Leaders will emerge. If you have been 
preaching vision, their dreams will likely coin
cide with your dreams for the church; but more 
often than not, they will actually stretch your 
dream to even greater heights. 

Support the vision of your leaders. People 
become highly motivated when their ideas are 
valued and their dreams are encouraged. Many 
pastors get stuck here, trying to force their 
leaders into their own vision-wondering why 
they don't get on board. Or, whenever a lay 
leader comes up with a great idea, the pastor 
ends up stealing the credit for it. If you are 
going to have motivated lay leaders, you have 
to lay ego issues aside and devote yourself to 
making them heroes to the church. 

Help them succeed. They will need training. 
Find a great conference related to their ministry 
passion and help them get there. They will also 
need money. Make sure your church budget is 
structured to enable their dreams to become 
reality. • 

Joseph Liddick serves as senior pastor of 
Wheaton Wesleyan Church, in IL. 

www.wesleyan.org 15 



assists missiena1Jies 

thOuth 
~eparlment 

God Doesn't 
Live in a Box . . . 
lwas sitting in church and the pastor made 

the above comment while referring to 
the many ways that God fulfills His pur
pose in every plan. That got me thinking. 
Church services do that to me. 

As I look at the many ways God revealed 
His character through His Son Jesus, I realize 
that in every instance, it is proven that God 
does not live in a box-defining the box as 
that existence that is framed by tradition and 
what is familiar. Jesus' birth was "outside the 
box. " To most, it seemed totally unacceptable 
that the Son of God would be introduced in 
such a lowly way. How could we expect that 
He would be brought to us in such a needy 
and obscure way? Jesus even taught us that 
the real work of the Church was not within 
the Church box. Instead of letting tradition 
and the familiar limit His place, He used the 
neighborhood as His classroom. In the shad
ows of the Church, He knelt down beside 
the repulsive, to extend a hand of hope 
and healing. If He had not reached beyond 
the box, this life would have never known 
either. 

And even Jesus' death and burial defied 
the box. In what our minds would have 
declared totally unbelievable, His resurrection 
power pushed the Church to a new frontier of 
belief that transformed death from a period 
into a comma. And ever since then, God has 
used every generation to redefine the box. 

I just happen to believe that this genera
tion of young people wi ll do the same. For 
some of us, we will respond to the way they 
pursue God as being unacceptable, or even 
unbelievable. Those reactions seem to go 
with the territory of letting God be God. It isn't 
a matter of accommodating lifestyle; it is a 
matter of fulfilling His purpose. And it isn't a 
matter of perfect science. Quite the contrary, 
it is a matter of every generation letting 
God be God, wherever that is, regardless of 
the box we establish with our tradition and 
security of the familiar. 

God doesn't live in a box! 

Ross DeMerchant 
General Director 

The Youth Department 
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As a pastor of a 
Wesleyan church , 
I am often asked, 
"What is The Wesleyan 
Church?" I have tried to 
give an adequate answer. 
but the June 2001 issue 
of The Wesleyan Advocate 
gives me a very valuable 
tool! Sort of like "one stop 
shopping' for everything 
you ever wanted to know 
about The Wesleyan Church 

Pastor 
Ohio 

Absolutely incredible issue' 
I am going to use it for months 
to come to introduce new 
people to us. 

Pastor 
Florida 

I'd like to order 25 extra copies 
of the June issue of The Wesleyan 
Advocate for everyone in my 
Sunday school class. What a 
great tooP I hope you do this 
every year! 

Sunday School Teacher 
Indiana 



Atlantic 
Yarmouth 
Pastor Jim Agrell 

Central Canada 
Southgate Community- Kemptville 
Pastor Mark Parker 

Central New York 
Victory Highway-Painted Post 
Pastor David LeRoy Sr. 

Chesapeake 
Emmanuel Wesleyan-Salisbury* 
Pastor Tom Bunting 

Colorado-Nebraska 
M t. View Community Wesleyan
Canyon City* 
Pastor Vic Rader 

Dakota 
Northl and Communi ty
Anchorage 
Pastor Dan Menefee 

East M ichigan 
Brighton 
Pastor Rona ld Wa lker 

Eastern New York/New England 
Dorchester 
Pastor Osborne Etienne 

Florida 
Brooksville 
Pastor George Harris 

Greater Ohio 
Dayspring-Marion 
Pastor Wil Beers 

Illino is 
Lord of the Nations
Bal ingbrook* 
Pastor Gi l Valenzuela 

Indiana Central 
Fountain City* 
Pastor David Anderson 

Indiana North 
College-Marion * 
Pastor Steve DeNeff 

Indiana South 
Hulman Street- Terre Haute 
Pastor Dan W illis 

lowa-M in nesota 
Cedar Valley Community
Waterloo 
Pastor Tim McClellan 

Kansas 
Heartland Christian Fellowship
Overland Park 
Pastor Paul James 

Kentucky 
Southside-Owensboro 
Pastor John Fow ler 

North Carolina East 
First- Denton 
Pastor Charles Moses 

North Carolina West 
Good Samaritan- W inston-Salem 
Pastor Jorge Vasquez 

North M ichigan 
Communi ty-Greenvil le* 
Pastor Ken Brod i 

Northwest 
Columbia View-Portland 
Pastor Scott Wallace 

Pac ific Southwest 
Iglesia Cristiana Monte de Sion
Chatsworth 
Pastor Gerardo Reano 

Penn-Jersey 
Jerusalem-Queens* 
Pastor Joseph Fleurant 

Shenandoah 
Parkway-Roanoke* 
Pastor John W. Ott 

South Carolina 
Iglesia Amistad Cristiana 
Wesleyana-Greenvi I le* 
Pastor Dumar Camacho Vera 

South Coastal 
Crossroads Community
Lawrenceville* 
Pastor Kevin Myers 

Tennessee 
Fi rst-Nashville 
Pastor Pau l Johnson 

Texas/Louisiana 
New Hope-Austin 
Pastor Mark Weaver 

Tri-State 
Sooner Park-Bartlesvi I le 
Pastor Greg McNall 

West Michigan 
Kentwood Community* 
Pastor Wayne Schmidt 

Western New York 
Eastern Hills-Williamsville 
Pastor Karl Eastlack 

Western Pennsylvania 
Penn Run 
Pastor E. Thomas Pugh 

Wisconsin 
Hayward 
Pastor Mark Wilson 

*Growth of 50 or more 

Congratulations to our fastest Growing Sunday Schools. 
These 33 Sunday Schools grew by 1,290. 
Crossroads Community in Lawrenceville, GA, 
was our fastest grow ing Sunday School w ith 107 new people. 
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Dr. Ray E. Barnwell Sr. 

General Director of 

Sunday School & 

Disc ipleship Ministries 
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Readers Respond to February Theme 

lll E EXAN rES ~ . . . , ·-, · , 
of The Wesleyan Advocate 

The featured article [Feb. 
issue] on Freedom's Hill 
was excellent. We as 
Wesleyans need to 
know our heritage. 
Dr. Caldwell and Dr. 
Black have done us a 
great service. 

Donavon Shoemaker 
Jersey City. NJ 

I wish to take The 
Advocate as long 
as I li ve. I' m 100 
years old. God 
bless you. 

B.D. Hunn 
North Platte, NE 

I have been reading The Advocate for 
many years, and your article on Freedom's Hill Church is the 

most interesting and encouraging aiticle I have ever read in our 
periodical! What a heritage we have! I feel that our denomination 
has gouen away from this heritage and think that this article will 
help us all look at the sacrifice others made and [it wi ll] convict us 
to do more in this racial reconciliation area. 

Jack Brady 
Marion, IN 

I just wanted you to know how much I enjoyed and appreciated 
the historical article on "The Wesleyan Church: A Church Called 
Freedom 's Hill." I really resonated with what I read. 

Wayne Warner 
Battle Creek, Ml 

Thank you for your superb story on Freedom's Hill Church. 
This story should be told "far and wide." 

Jim Garlow 
San Diego, CA 

I just finished reading the February issue of The Wesleyan 
Advocate. The lead article, "A Church Called Freedom's Hill," 
is masterful. What a timely reminder of our Wesleyan heritage
well-written, beautifully presented, convicting. Adam Crooks, 
Laura Smith Haviland, and Micajah McPherson are heroes whose 
stories cry out to be heard. Thank you for clearly portraying their 
God-given passion that arose from a love that caused them to risk 
their lives so that others could be free. 

Joy Bray 
Indianapolis, IN 

Received my February issue of The Wesleyan Advocate today and 
what an issue! Beautiful and very informative-especially "A Church 
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Called Freedom's Hill." Thank you, Dr. Caldwell and Dr. Black. 
What a history we have. I have my copy read and ready to share it 
with a friend. 

Naomi L. Floor 
Silver Lake, IN 

You and your staff are to be highly commended on every issue of 
The Wesleyan Advocate. The February 2003 issue is especially 
imponant, and it should be a "keepsake" for all Wesleyan ministers. 

A.J. Kendrick 
via E-mail 

It was reasswing to read in ... [Feb.] Advocate, the article "Freedom's 
Hill Church: A Story of Our Wesleyan Heritage." r think it's important 
for the church to recount its history for two major reasons. First, in the 
day of the mega-church movement and seeker sensitive growth strate
gies, new converts need to know the heritage of the church that nultllres 
them. Second, recounting our history is important because it sheds 
light on the current life of the church. I have always thought it was 
significant that the Wesleyan Church was a leader in the abolitionist 
movement and was among the first to join the struggle for women's 
tights, including the ordination of women. I believe these early petitions 
for social justice indicate the power of Christ in the Jives of the found
ing fathers and mothers. It took great courage to stand on the fringe of 
society and call for these radical changes. Looking back at this courage 
and its resulting change causes me to wonder if our modem Wesleyan 
Church is not falling "strangely silent" in the face of today's social sins? 

Tim Reynolds 
Roanoke, VA 

Thank you for the wonderful article [Feb. issue] about my hero, 
Adam Crooks. I am glad to see his powerful story brought back 
to us again, from the dusty archive shelves. 

Mark 0. Wilson 
Hayward, WI 

Thank you very much for your edition of February 2003. 
The article on "Freedom's Hill Church" was of special interest 
to me. I am proud of my Wesleyan heritage. 

l noted that the section on the Underground Railroad did not 
mention that the Railroad came all the way to Canada. Also I 
wish that when the article mentioned the merger of the Pilgrim 
Holiness and the Wesleyan Methodists, you had included the 
merger of The Wesleyan Methodists and the Reformed Baptist 
Alliance in 1966, two years before the merger with the Pilgrim 
Holiness. 

Conard E. Stairs 
Fredericton, NB 

Canada 

Especially appreciated the current [Feb.] issue's covering of early 
Wesleyan history! 

Georgia C. Warner 
Weidman. MI 

www.wesleyan.org 18 



BY CH ARLES WH ITE 

Twenty years have passed since my 
first Sunday school class o f fi ve
year-olds memorized "The Lord 's 

Prayer." Since then, I have collected 
thoughts and sermons on prayer for chil
dren. The following have stuck with 
me the longest. 

Make a list of prayer partners. 
One of the best gifts a parent can give 

a chi ld is a Christian support group. List 
the phone numbers of three adults and 
two children. Have your child pray with 
each person once a week for at least a 
month. If you cannot think of adults you 
trust, ask your pastor for help. Praying 
with others wiJI become a habit. 

Make prayer emotional. 
Fear, anger, and loneliness are among 

the desires that cause millions of chil
dren to give in to temptation. Scripture 
states that we are to pray before we fall 
into temptation, which means praying 
about our emotions. Prayer is especially 
critical for children of divorce. I was 
told this by an 82-year-old man. His 
father had abandoned him and his 
mother in an unheated shack in the 
middle of a North Dakota winter at 30 
degrees below zero. He was only two at 
the time, but said he felt cold all his 
life-the cold of being abandoned by a 
parent. The only thing that would warm 
his heart were the first words of "The 
Lord's Prayer": Our Father . .. which 
he changed to My Father. 
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MINISTRY 

A Parent's Guide to Pray about 
your doubts. 

Build yourself a family altar. and to pray 
over them 

until they have been replaced with real 
faith. Even when a child has no real 
doubt, asking her questions often leads 
to a deeper, more lasting conviction than 
providing the answers to them. 

Pray about scripture. 
Prayer and scripture cannot be sepa

rated. You cannot understand the 
Scriptures without praying for God's 
help, and you cannot pray rightly 
without scripture. A good way for a 
child to understand this is to choose a 
scripture and pray about it seven days in 
a row. Trust that God will be fa ithful to 
defend His Word. 

Pray in the morning. 
David did. If he had not, he would 

not have known what God wanted hi m 
to do that day. By the time a child is 
eight to ten years old, evening prayers 
are not enough. It's a good idea to teach 
children the importance of talking with 
Jesus early in the morning-before we 
are tempted, before we get hurt, before 
we sin. 

Prayers of repentance 
Before insisting your child repent, 

stop and ask yourself who he has 
offended-God or you? Millions of chil
dren have been driven from the Church 
by parents who used God as a lever to 
get their way. Still, prayers of repen
tance must be taught. They are like 
brushing your teeth-spiritual hygiene 
that cannot be missed. Each night for a 
week, ask each child if he can think of 
anything that he should take to God for 
forgiveness and cleansing. Then, if there 
is a need, ask your child to forgive you. 
Your humi lity could give him the 
courage he needs to go to God. 

Pray for others. 
The firs t word of "The Lord's 

Prayer" is our, not my. Praying for oth
ers is very important, but it cannot be 
forced. A child 's heart is his own. We 
can ask who he would like to pray for, 
and we can pray with him, but tell ing a 
child who to pray for can easily lead to 
empty prayer- worse than no prayer at 
all. If a prayer is to count, it must truly 
be heartfelt. 

Practice. Practice. Practice. 
Focusing on each of these ideas for a 

month at a time is a great start, but don't 
stop there. Build yourself a family 
altar- a table with an open Bible. Fold 
this list and keep it in your Bible. When 
you have followed these suggestions, 
ask to borrow your pastor's favorite 
book on prayer. Share what you learn 
with your children. They will become 
the salt of the earth, strong and fi lled 
wi th the joy of being alive. They will 
have the potential of becoming the lead
ers of the Church and tbe world. • 

excerpted reprint from The War Cry (Jan. 2003 
Charles White is a freelance write1 

from Topeka, KS 
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HOLINESS 

What Would Jesus ... ? 
BY MARK L. WEETER 

Several years ago, it was popular to 
wear a bracelet with initials stand
ing for "What Would Jesus Do?" 

This referenced the well-known book 
In His Steps, by Charles Sheldon. In 
more recent times, we' re hearing "What 
would Jesus dri ve?" and "What would 
Jesus eat?" Are we asking the right 
questions? 

The original concept was an effort 
to remjnd us that, before we participate 
in non-Christian behavior, we should 
stop and ask ourselves, "What would 
Jesus do?" Then if the behavior is non
Ch1istlike, we refrain from saying or 
doing the inappropriate activity. Certainly 
we should all wish to refrain from non
Christlike behavior, but in considering 
this ideal, I am forced to ask my own 
questions. First, can we actually live 
according to this standard? Second, 
is this the best we can hope for? 

Let me illustrate the dilemma that 
brings about my questions. Let us imag
ine that someone says something to us 
and we are greatly offended. Our first 
inclination is to punch this fellow in the 
nose. But wait . .. what would Jesus 
do? Surel y He would forgive and not 
react in anger-so that means we are to 
change our behavior pattern and refrain 
from violence. Now let 's use thi s illus
tration in an attempt to answer my two 
questions. First, is this concept practi
cal? In the heat of anger, could you stop 
and ask yourself, "What would Jesus 
do?" before you react? How often 
would we react emotionally before we 
take the t ime to stop and count lo ten? l 
fear that far too often we would act first, 
maybe not with our fi sts but perhaps 
with our words. 

Putting this point aside, I th ink there 
is an even bigger question. Is this the 
best God intends for His people? The 
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Are We Asking the Right Questions? 
WWJD concept implies that we are to 
act contrary lo our natural desires and 
act as Jesus would. We want to punch 
out this obnoxious character, but since 
that is not like Jesus, we repress our nat
ural tendencies and act as He would. Is 
this what God intends for us when He 
calls us to ... 

• be perfect as our heavenly Father is 
perfect (Matt. 5:48) 

• be holy as He is holy (1 Peter I : 16) 

• be sanctified entire ly so that our 
whole spirit, soul, and body, might 
be blame less (1 Thes. 5:23) 

• love God with our whole heart, soul 
and mind and our ne ighbor as ourself 
(Matt.22:37-39) 

Is it God's intention for us to remrun 
as carnal , selfi sh, and angry in our heart 
and spirit, but just to suppress that in the 
moment of crisis? Personally, I believe 
the atoning blood of Jesus Christ prom
ises us more than that. 

The great truth of Scripture, and the 
distinctive of Wesleyan/ Arrninian theol
ogy, is that through the sanctifying 
work of the Holy Spirit, our hearts can 
be purified by faith (Acts 15:9), and we 
can actually become Christlike in our 
behavio1; instead of struggling against 
our natural inclinations. Someone might 
ask, ' 'Then why don' t we see more people 
living like Jesus?" That, of course, is not 
any easy question to answer, but I might 
begin by saying that perhaps we have not 
taught clearly what we say we believe as 
Wesleyans-conceming our own view of 
the holy life. If one were to read Article 
XIV in The Discipline of The Wesleyan 
Church (2000) entitled "Sanctification: 
Initial, Progressive, Entire," one might 
notice some neglected elements. Are we 
emphasizing " the crisis of entire sanctifi-

cation which is wrought instantaneously 
when believers present themselves as 
living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to 
God"? If we are calling believers on to 
the "Second Blessing," are we then 
encouraging the "lifelong growth in 
grace and the knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ"? Do we inform our 
members of the necessity of spiritual 
discipline? Where are the " Now-That
You-Are-Sanctified" classes? Do we 
understand that when we totally yield 

Where are the 
"Now-That-You
Are-Sanctified'' 

classes? 

ourselves to the Lordsrup of Christ, and 
our will , love, and motives now belong 
totally to Him, we are only sta1ting a new 
step in our spiritual pilgrimage? At that 
time Jesus can say, "Now that you are 
wholly Mine, I can spend the rest of your 
li fe conforming you to My image. It 
won ' t be an easy path, but if you will 
'discipline yourself for the purpose of 
godliness' (see I Timothy 4:8), we will 
gel there together." 

The questions that are prefaced with 
"What would Jesus .. . ? are perhaps not 
tl1e best questions. Perhaps we should 
ask ourselYes this question instead: 
"What would Jesus have me do, in order 
that I mjght become what I' ve always 
wanted to become . . . LIKE JESUS?" • 

Mark L. Weeter is a Professor of Relig ion 
at Oklahoma Wesleyan Uni versity, 

Bartlesville, OK. 
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PERSON G STIMONY 
by Glenn Rader 

Heaven 
Heard 

Arriving at the hospital, God 
gave me two solid hours to 
share every one of these memo
ries one-on-one with my dad. 
What a wonderful time that 
was! It was a time l'U never 
forget. But now, just days later, 
it was late evening and I 7 fam
ily members were gathered in 

W 
the hospital room. Dad's one 

the Ord s ~:~e;~:~ ~~n:~~~a~~ply 
waiting for the poison m 
his body to take his life. He 
remained conscious and 

I was surprised 
to hear Dad 

begin to sing. 

Af~er recei~ing a phone call from .my 
sister, telling me that my 9 1-year
old father was critical, I was driving 

as fast as possible to the Dayton, Ohio 
hospital from my home in Pennsylvania. 
As I drove, I kept asking God to spare 
my father until I could get there and 
have a chance to talk to him. There 
were so many things I wanted to say. 

All the good times with Dad went 
through my mind. I remembered the 
rides on the hay wagon. I thought back 
to the time he shook his head in amuse
ment at my first effort to build a rabbit 
pen. I recalled how, in recent years, we'd 
spent hours of quality time in working 
my beehives and extracting honey. And I 
remembered how much smarter my dad 
had become as I grew older! 
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alert while fighting for his next breath. 
Just three hours before his passing, I 

was standing by his bedside, holding his 
hand, when I was surprised to hear Dad 
begin to sing. The words came from 
his always raspy voice, but they were 
extremely clear. 

*My Jesus, I love Thee; I know Thou arr 
mine ... 

I leaned down toward his ear and 
softly joined him on the next phrase. 

For Thee all the .follies o.fsin I resign. 

By the time we got to the next phrase, 
others in the room began to j oin us. 

My gracious Redeerner, my Savior art 
Thou. If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus 
'ris IIOW. 

Nearly everyone in the room had 
been raised in church, from babyhood, 
and the rest of the song flowed easily 
from memory. 

I love Thee because Thou hast first 
loved me, and purchased my pardon on 
Calva,y's tree. ! love Thee for wearing 
the thorns on Thy brow. If ever I loved 
Thee, my Jesus, 'tis now. 

I was holding the hand of a man who 
had lived his life for God. He had been 
an example to his children. He' d been 
loyal to his pastors and served his 
church faithfully. He had tithed his 
income. Dad had made work trips to the 

Mex ican mission fi eld where a small 
chapel had been gi ven his name. He'd 
started attending church as a young fam
ily man with lots of energy and had 
soon become a leader. Now he was an 
old saint, and his duties had been taken 
on by some of the very ones he had 
been responsible for bringing to church 
in his own car- as the lay leader of his 
church's visitation program. 

As we started the next verse, my 
voice was quivering to the point I 
could hardly mouth the words, but 
Dad struggled bravely on. 

I will love Thee in life, I will love Thee 
in death, and praise Thee as long as 
Thou lendest me breath, and say when 
the death-dew lies cold on my brow, If 
ever I loved Thee, my Jesus 'tis now. 

By the time we reached the final 
verse, my tears were dropping unre
strained on Dad's pillow. He continued, 
and the rest of us joined him. 

In mansions of glo,y and endless 
delight, I 'll ever adore Thee in heaven 
so bright. I'll sing with the gliuering 
crown on ,ny brow, If ever I loved Thee, 
my Jesus 'tis now. 

The room got quiet. Even with all of 
us in the room, singing softly, I doubt if 
anyone outside the room had heard a 
sound, but I knew that heaven had heard. 
Here was a man about to cross the line 
of worlds, and God was vindicating his 
life and his testimony to his family. 

Never have I been so blessed or so 
challenged. Dad left very little in the 
way of earthly goods, but oh what a 
heritage he left to our family! I may 
never have the opportunity to leave this 
kind of deathbed testimony to my chil
dren and grandchildren, but I will try 
every day, to live a life that will praise 
my heavenly Father as long as He lends 
me breath . • 

Glenn Rader is senior pastor of Armbrust 
Wesleyan Church, in PA. 

*Featherstone/Gordon, 1862 
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10 REASONS: 

1 We are your partners In ministry. 8 We are family. 

2 We want your church to grow, not 7 We are committed to matching 
our balance sheet. the local bank. 

a We are commmed to your church in 8 We give your people and your 
good times and bad. church a sound place to invest. 

4 We use our heads and hearts in 9 WIF gives millions of dollars back 
making loan decisions. to Wesleyan ministries. 

5 We answer to God, not stockholders. 10 You need WIF and WIF needs you. 
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Give Us This Day 
Daily Hope for Caregivers 
By Martha Evans Sparks 

Brighten a caregiver's day! Like a cup of cool water on a hot afternoon, 

this book will provide spiritual refreshment to those caring for an 

ailing loved one. The author is a powerful writer who speaks from 

firsthand knowledge of the day-to-day life of a caregiver. You'll find no 

easy answers, just the simple reality that God can help us and wants to 

do so. Each of the sixty devotionals includes: 

• Scripture 

• Point of Hope (an affirmation of truth for the day) 

• Point of Help (a practical suggestion for actio n) 

• Prayer 

Lead On 
\\'lhy Churches Sral/ 

and How Leaders 

Get Them Going 

FOREWORD BY BILL HYBELS 

BKBC13 $8.99 

Lead On 
Why Churches Stall and How Leaders Get Them Going 
By Wayne Schmidt 
Foreword by Bill Hybels 

Help for the impatient pastor or church leader! Do you find yourself 

frustrated by the slow pace of change in your ministry? This book will 

help you understand God's timing, overcome obstacles, and produce 

authentic growth. Discover how to use "slow time" as an opportunity 

to identify God's direction for your ministry, refocus on the mission, 

and position your church for growth. 

•

wesleyar 
U publishin 

house 
BKBC14 $12.99 



by Norman G. Wilson, General Editor 

Does It Really Happen Here? 
Probably every pastor has had at least one 

sermon unceremoniously interrupted by the 
unexpected. I have experienced the mild annoy

ance of a misplaced "amen," the echo of a resounding 
snore, and the terrifying wail of the tornado warning 
siren. One Sunday evening, emphasizing a point with 
a bit too much exuberance, I was stopped mid-sentence 
when a sleeping four-year-old suddenly jumped up 
and yelled, "Too loud! " All such disruptions pale into 
insignificance, however, when compared to having a 
member suffer a fatal heart attack in the th ird pew. 

Although there may be some question as to the 
authenticity of the following reported intrusion, 
the point of it is worth telling. 

The pastor had just started into his message, when a 
lady no one had ever seen before entered the back of 
the room and began to call out in 

woman is representative of millions of other people. 
Count them- the divorced or di vorc ing, the suicidal , 
the homeless, the abandoned, the lonely, the abused, 
the addicted. Some of them live in my neighborhood, 
and some in yours. If there were 75 people in your 
church last week (the size of the average congregation 
in America), some of those "statistics" were among 
you. A man came to your churc~,.wi th an ache in his 
heart; a woman came with a tear in her eye; a teenager 
who was desperate ly lonely. A grandmother went 
home to an empty house. A child came to Sunday 
school without having eaten an adequate breakfast. 

And someone-Was it you? Was it me?- turned to 
that needy soul and said, "God loves you and so do I." 
And they have every right to ask, "Do you? Does 
love really happen here?" 

If it does, then what about the 

a loud voice: "Does it really 
happen here?" A bit nonplussed, 
the pastor paused as she shouted 
again: "Does it happen here? Does 
it really happen here?" By now 
everyone's attention was riveted 
on this unrelenting interrogator. 
Forced to discontinue his mes-

Does truth in 
advertising apply 

to the Church? 

word from I John 3: 17? If you see 
some brother or sister in need and 
have the means to do something 
about it but turn a cold shoulder and 
do nothing, what happens to God's 
love? It disappears. And you. make it 
disappear (from The Message). 

sage, the pastor asked, "Does what happen here?" 
"Wh at it says on the sign," the woman responded. 
" Does that really happen here?" 

" What do you mean?" the pastor asked. " What 
does the sign say?" Faded by time and forgotten by 
those who had painted it, the woman's broken heart 
had been captured by the promise of Matthew 
11:5-The blind see and the fame walk; the lepers are 
cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up 
and the poor have the gospel preached to them 
(NKJY). She wanted to know if it was true. 

Did she have a right to take the sign literally? Does 
truth in adve1tising apply to the Church? Are we expected 
to actually live up to our claims? Every Sunday, thou
sands of worshipers in carefully-choreographed chorus 
tum to the person next to them and repeat the mandated 
mantra: "God loves you and so do I." 

lf many of the statistics reported by Chr istian poll
sters are even close to being accurate, that desperate 

It frightens me to real ize that 
under the facade of fancy clothes, behind a bright 
smile, camouflaged by a cheerful greeting, I may 
have shaken hands with a broken heart last 
Sunday. I may have talked to a person such as the one 
described by the apostle in James 2: 15, as "needing 
clothes and food," and all I said was, "Good morning, 
Friend. Be clothed in Christ." And then, "without pro
viding so much as a coat o r a cup of soup," I walked 
off. I blissfully took my loving wife by the hand and, 
together, we went home to enjoy a bountiful meal, and 
immediately forgot the stranger I professed to love. 

This is not a plea to put an end to our loving greet
ing. It is, rather, an admonition to put heart in our 
handshake, truth in our testimony. John said we should 
love, no t in word only, but in deed and in truth. Think 
about that in church next Sunday and ask yourself, 
" Does that really happen here?" • 
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Mother's Day 
in Heaven 

Mother will be celebrating her firs 

Mother 's Day in heaven. So the 
sentiments that I once put on a 

card to her will be held in my heart 
instead. She was a ministry role 

' model. No spiri tual effort was too 
great, and no detail was too insignifi
cant when it came to her care and 
compassion for the lost, the people of 
God, and her own family. Forty-seven 
years of singing ministry with my 
father le ft her with golden memories, 
but not even enough savings to cover 
the cost of her funeral. However, give1 
a second opportunity, she would have 
chosen the first-to answer the call o 
her Christ, with a song of hope that 
would not be hindered by howling 
winte r nights or burning summer noon 
clays. 

How she was able to fulfill that 
calling without g iving her fami ly even 
a hint of any neglect, will always be 
beyond my comprehension. She is no1 

, alone, however. Churches by the scon 
have been built on the extraordinary 
efforts of women just like he r. And the 
pulpits of Protestantism have known 
both the faith and fiery eloquence of 
women whose love for the Word of 
Goel spilled from their hearts onto 
manuscripts and sermon notes. And th 
homes or offices or classrooms or 
institutions of time have known their 
own heroines. People who wou ld not 
trade principle for prosperity- who fo 
the sake of those they once he ld to 
their bosom, would give life or limb tc 
teach as much good as they lived . 

Women in ministry; women with 
character; women of influence. 
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Responding 
to the 

by Rebecca Lai rd J 

T
he Wesleyan Church, on the basis 
of the total content of Scripture, 
believes that a woman is fully 

~qua! to man in terms of her right ( as 
iirected by the Holy Spirit and author
:zed by the Church) to teach, preach, 
'ead or govern (including supervisory 
"Oles and board memberships), Lead 
-vorship, or serve in any other office or 
ninistry of the Church. 

-General Conference 2000 

Many years ago, holiness female 
Jreachers-conservative, Bible-quoting 
women who cherished traditional family 
values-crisscrossed this country, holding 
·evivals, starting colleges, and spearhead
ng rescue missions. They were ordained to 
ninistty a century before the civil-rights 
novement wedged open the door for 
female ministers in mamline denominations 
. ik.e the Methodists and Presbyterians. The 
'.:hurch of the Nazarene, Church of God 
:Anderson), Evangelical Friends, Free 
\.1ethodists, the Salvation Anny, and The 
Wesleyan Church all take their Bibles 
;eriously and share a long heritage of 
lrdaining women. 

The Wesleyan/Holilfless view of 
.vomen 's ordination is founded not on 
nodem feminism but on four scriptural 
;omerstones. 

Creation-
Women are created as equal inheri

:ors of God's image, and the subsequent 
mbjugation of women is a sinful conse-
1uence of the Fall. Faith and new life in 
'.:hrist restore the created intention of 
}od and eliminate this distortion. 
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Public Proclamation-
Both testaments record the faithful 

and fearless service of women, including 
prophets like Miriam, Deborah, Huldah , 
and the Corinthian women who were 
told to cover their heads when they 
prophesied. Jesus chose a woman as the 
first to hear His charge to proclaim His 
resurrection. 

God's New Order-
The same Paul who told unruly 

women at Corinth and Ephesus to be 
quiet in worship (so that they wouldn ' t 
disrupt services) declared that in Christ 
there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor 
free, male nor female. 

The Spirit's Calling-
Pentecost made it plain that God 

pours out His Spirit upon all flesh so 
that "sons and daughters" prophesy. 

These scriptural premises provide 
what Susie Stanley of Messiah College 
calls "prophetic authority"-an empow
erment of the Spirit that compels all 
God's people to serve and witness to 
His grace. 

Wesleyan/Holiness denominations, as 
the moniker implies, trace thei1· heritage 
to John Wesley, the 18'h century British 
Reformer. A lifelong member of the all
male Anglican clergy, Wesley saw his 
mother, Susanna, turn the fami ly wor
ship into a prayer meeting regularly 
attended by 200 people. 

As Methodism crossed the Atlan tic 
and the 19'" century holiness movement 
prompted thousands to seek a deeper 
spiritual life, any man or woman who 
claimed an experience of God's sanctifi
cation was encouraged to give public 
witness. Soon the boundary between 
such testimony and traditional exhorta
tion from Scripture disappeared, and 
women were preaching. Phoebe Palmer 
became a household name for her 
revival preaching and social re form. In 
Wesleyan/Holiness denominations, 
ordination confirms what God has 
already begun. As inheritors of the 
Protestant Reformation , these churches 

believe the 
pastor is prima
rily to preach 
from the Bible and 
bring new believers 
into the congregation. 

At a Congregational 
church in 1853, 
Antoinette Brown became 
the first woman forma lly 
ordained to ministry in the 
United States. Rev. Luther 
Lee, a Wesleyan Methodist 
abolitionist, said at her ordina
tion: "A ll we are here to do, and 
all we expect to do, in due form, 
and by solemn and impressive 
service, [is] to subscribe our testi
mony to the fact that in our belief, 
our sister in Christ, Antoinette L. 
Brown, is one of the ministers of the 
New Covenant, authorized, qualified, 
and called of God to preach the gospel 
of His Son Jesus Clu-ist." 

Many of the Wesleyan/Holiness 
denominations sprouted during the fi rst 
decades of the 20'h century, and the 
ranks of women ministers swelled 
slightly. Fledgling grassroots revivalist 
movements were happy to accept the 
efforts of gifted leaders, both male and 
female . Women constituted 32% of 
Church of God (Anderson) pastors 
in 1925 . 

Things began to shift that same year. 
The Scopes Trial made public the growing 
split between modernism and the conser
vative religious community. For the next 
two decades, the evangelical community 
retreated and set up a parallel society with 
separate publ ishers and schools-and 
stronger emphasis on separate spheres for 
men and women. That emphasis led to 
few ordinations for women in evan
gelical churches. 

When the second wave of femi
nism broke onto American shores in 
the 1960s, Wesleyan/Holiness 
churches became uneasy. Four 
decades later, the core questions 
sun-ounding women's roles 
continue to provoke differing 
answers within the 
Wesleyan/Holiness 
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Call 
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congregations. Are women 
created equal in God's image 
and given spiritual gifts and 
graces for which they are 
morally and spiritually account
able? Or are women divinely 
designed to find fulfi llment 
through motherhood and 
supportive roles? 

A good number of women 
attending Wesleyan/Holiness 
churches continue to embrace 
the ideas of " true femininity" 
(first defined by Catharine 
Beecher, who outlined "a 
woman 's sphere of influence" 
before the Civil War). Others 
who share the pews or step 
into the pulpit gladly claim a 
feminism rooted in equali ty 
in Christ. 

Today, a good number of 
women attending Wesleyan/ 
Holiness churches embrace the 
ideals of " true femininity" 
(captured in William Ross 
Wallace's statement that " the 
hand that rocks the cradle rules 
the world"). They chafe at 
being dubbed "feminists." 
They prefer to lead through 
purity, piety, and devotion to 
their families. 

Since local churches grant 
local preaching licenses and 
extend calls to their ministers, 
no national Wesleyan/Holiness 
statement on ordination could 
dictate policy to alJ churches. 
Within this congregational 
poli ty, many women in the 
Wesleyan/Holiness tradition 
have discerned the call of God 
to pastoral ministry. 

Their calls come not from a 
demand for more social free
dom, but from their reading of 
the Scriptures and the move
ment of the Spirit within. • 

Rebecca Laird is an author, and a 
member of the Wesleyan/Holiness 

Women Clergy Conference. 
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Aunt Mary 
by Pamela D. Williams 

Psalm 92: 12- 14 likens the right
eous to trees planted in the 
house of the l ord, that flour-

ish in the Temple of our God, that 
still bear fruit in old age (TEV). In 

our little country church, Aunt Mary 
fu lly embodied this beautifu l scripture. 

Although actuall y related to only a 
handful of the people in the congrega
tion, everyone called her "Aunt" Mary. 
Like a lady from a bygone era, she wore 
her long, white hair twisted into a tight 
bun and fastened at the back with old
fashioned hairpins. Every time she went 
out, she slipped on a pair of short, white 
dress gloves, fastened at the wrist wi th a 
pearl button. 

Time weakened Aunt Mary's eye
sight and slowed her steps, but the Spirit 
of the Lord kept her spiritually strong. 
She enjoyed the fellowship of other 
Christians and rarely missed church 
services. Aunt Mary recognized the 
importance of Hebrews 10:25- l et us 
not neglect 0111· meeting togethe,; but 
encourage and warn each other, espe
cially now that the day of His coming 
back again is drawing near (NLT). 

This dear lady loved to sing the old 
hymns. Although her voice now fal
tered and wavered, that didn't stop her 
from volunteering to provide special 
music at the annual church "home
coming" service. Suppo11ed by two 
accommodating gentlemen, she 
would shuffle her way to the front 
of the church. Her 72-year-old 
daughter would sit down at the 
piano and plunk out the intro
duction. Gripping the sides of 

the pulpit, to remain upright, 
Aunt Mary would begin a 

few measures in a key 
that later became all her 

own. Afterwards, the 
same two gentlemen 

would come forward 
and support her as 

she made her 
way back to 

her pew. 

A Woman Wit 

Character 

Most people, myself included, made 
one excuse or another for not singing at 
the homecoming services, but not Aunt 
Mary. Her example shamed many of us 
much younger people who selfishly sat 
back, listen ing rather than participating. 
Though her voice may have weakened, 
her desire to serve Jesus never faltered. 
To her heavenly Father, she probably 
sounded just beautiful- because He was 
hearing her heart. 

~ She never lost her 
fervor for the Lord. 
She liked to attend revival services. A 

one time or another, she had approached 
practically every person in the church, 
asking, "Have you ever asked Jesus to be 
your Savior? I' ll go to the altar and pray 
with you if you want." She took very 
seriously Jesus' command to "Go and 
make disciples." 

Though she seemed to live in an atmos
phere fragrant with the past, Aunt Mary 
kept in touch with the needs around her. 
Genuinely concerned for people's physical 
and spiritual health, she knew when anyom 
was iJI or was facing surgery. When she 
could not go herself, she would telephone 
the pastor and say, "Ed is having surgery 
tomorrow and I'm not sure if he knows 
Jesus. Would you go talk to him?" 

She never lost her fervor for the Lord. 
Even at her funeral, she witnessed to her 
family. Several years before, she had 
embroidered a pillow with these words: 
"Dear Ones, I'll see you in heaven." She 
left specific instructions about where to 
place it in the casket. Pointing to the pillow 
and smiling, one of her nephews said, 
"Aunt Mary always did have the last word.' 
Those last words reflected the faith she 
carried in her heart her whole life. 

Aunt Mary spiritually flourished like a 
well-planted n·ee and bore fruit in her old 
age. She loved the Lord and shared His 
message of salvation with everyone, leavin! 
a legacy of Christian friends and loved 
ones-each of whom can say of Aunt Mary 
"She introduced me to Jesus." Oh that we 
could all wairnnt such an epitaph! • 

Pamela D. Williams is a freelance wri te 
from Everett, PA 
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Nothing can compare 

to being able to serve 

at one's full potential 

as a Christ-centered 

human being. 

by 
Gloria Ward --

I 
n our rapidly-changing culture, 
today's modem women may have to 
contend with a variety of unique 
needs that require special attention. 

We live in a society that is fast, and 
mobile, which makes it challenging to 
connect with people on an intimate 
level. Many people today put little time 
into the act of building so lid re lationships. 

A lso, because of the broad scope of 
televis ion, indiv idualized electronic 
games, and so on, there is less time spent 
on using personal communication skills. 
We're also expected to contend with a 
new set of moral values, which causes 
more isolation from each other and from 
God. Life is so full o f distractions 
-and if we're not cautious, those 
distractions will try and block out 
God 's voice. 

I learned this necessary lesson early in 
my li fe: If I was going to be able to help 
others, I had to first know myself, and 
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where I was in my relationship with 
God. My advice to others is: Be clear 
about claiming your call from God-as a 
Christian woman in the workplace, in the 
home, in the pulpit-whatever that call 
might be. By all means, take some time 
and get to know yourself and who you 
are in the image o f God. 

If we are to reach the world for Christ, 
we must be w illing and prepared to come 
alongside each other. We must pray, and 
seek solutions from the Word of God to 
deal with the issues a t hand. According to 
the latest news, it seems like our world is 
upside down and off balance because of 
war and daily trauma. Even so, this does 
not mean that God has lost control or 
that we should give up the hope of 
being an example of His love to a dying 
world. The very opposite of this is true. 
In Second Timothy, Paul g ives us an 
example o f how strongly he felt about 
this issue. Shortly before his death, whi le 
still in prison, he pleaded with Timothy 
to be more effective in his ministry. 
Paul encouraged him to persevere until 
the end. 

The Apostle Paul says, Praise be to 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of compassion and 
the God of all comfort, who comforts us 
in all our troubles, so that we can com
for t those in any trouble with the 
comfort we ourselves have received 
f rom God (2 Corinthians l :3-4). 

Here are a few examples of how 
you might begin to encourage, 
comfort, and share God's love with 
yourself and others. 

• Seek the Ho ly Spirit 's guid
ance to the right church ho me, 
community, college, teachers, work
shops, programs, books, videos/tapes, or 
whatever you need to he lp you get 
equipped to serve. 

• Share the love of God with 
everyone-at every oppo rtunity that is 
presented to you. The Lord loves us 
all and wants us to succeed. People need 
to know that. 

• Open 
your eyes, ears, and 
heart, to seek God 's 
g uidance as to where 
and how He wants you 
to serve right where He 
has placed you. Be honest 
and o pen with people. When 
they sense that you are will
ing to share from the depths of 
your personal experiences, they 
tend to listen more intently. 

• Ask God to fill you with 
knowledge, wisdom , and a discern
ment of His will. Ask Him to show 
you someone within your area of 
influence who needs your attent ion, 
friendship, and care. Think back to 
w hen God placed someone special 
in your path just when you needed 
them most. 

Nothing can compare to being able 
to serve at one 's full potential as a 
Christ-centered human being. No 
matter what season of li fe we are in, 
we a ll need positive opportunities to 
persevere and grow toward a mature, 
emotional, inte llectual , and healthy 
spiritual li fe in Christ Jesus. Start 
building bridges of faith, hope , and 
love. Better yet, decide to become 
that bridge, if possible. • 

Gloria Ward is a counselor, 
servi ng on staff at Fountain C ity 

Wesleyan Church, in fN. 
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(I tor) Thomas E. Armiger. 
Earle L. Wilson, David W. Holdren 

W
e were all shocked and deeply 
saddened by the breakup of 
the shuttle Columbia, as it 
reentered the earth's atmos

phere in January. What a horrifying 
sight it was to see the trail of smoke 
and debris fall from the sky. In the 
days that followed, I was thankful for 
the Christian witness displayed by 
our President, as well as the testimoni
a ls shared about the crew--especially 
from the exemplary lifes ty le of Rick 
Husband. As NASA continued the 
investigation of this terrible disaster, I 
was amazed to learn how the crew 
functioned as a "family unit." For more 
than two years, they were bonded 
together as a family. This was high
lighted in a USA Today article on 
February 3. The head line read 
"Crewmembers had Unique Harmony," 
followed by the subheading: "They 
trained together, and they shared risks 
together. " The artic le further explained 
that "Astronauts, as a group, depend on 
each other emotionally and profession
ally. That is why NASA talks about a 
death in the family when d isaster 
strikes." They bond together as one 
unit because they " ... train so thor
oughly, they know each other's habits 
and reflexes. They sense each other 's 
moods and anticipate how each mem
ber of the crew will respond in certain 
circumstances." The relational bond 
that the astronauts enjoyed as a c rew 
illustrates the vital importance of our 
bonding together as "one body-one 
family" within the Church. The impact 
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of our Church unity is 
highl ighted in the prayer of 
Jesus for the Church: ... 

that all of them may be one, Father, 
just as you are in me and I am in you. 
May they also be in us so that the 
world may believe that you have sent 
me. I have given them the glory that 
you gave me, that they may be one as 
we are one: I in them and you in me. 
May they be brought to complete unity 
to let the world know that you sent me 
and have loved them even as you have 
loved me (Jn. 17:21-23). 

The Church's effectiveness in build
ing the Kingdom is greatly hindered or 
enhanced by the demonstration of re la
tional unity within the Church. Does 
your local church have a unique har
mony? Would your community say this 
of your church: "They trained together, 
and they shared risks together"? The 
Apostle Paul highlights our unity in 
Romans 12:4, 5-Just as each of us has 
one body with many members, and these 
members do not all have the same func
tion, so in Christ we who are many form 
one body, and each member belongs to 
all the others. We are one body in 
Christ; therefore, we belong to each 
other and have responsibility to one 
another. There are at least 22 scr iptural 
references of the "one anothers" that 
highlight our dependency on each other. 
Here is a sampling of those references 
that highlight om unity. 

• Be devoted to one another in 
brotherly love (Ro. 12: 10). 

• Live in harmony with one another 
(Ro. 12: 16). 

The impact of o 
Church unity is higl 

lighted in the prayer 
Jesus for the Churc 

• Accept one anothe,~ then.Just as 
Christ accepted you (Ro. 15:7). 

• .. . encourage one another and buil, 
each other up (1 Th. 5:11). 

• ... no division ... should have 
equal concern for each other (1 Co. 
12:25). 

• ... serve one another in love 
(Gal. 5:1 3c). 

• Offer hospitality to one another 
without grumbling ( l Pe . 4:9). 

These verses help to explain how 
we can fu nction in order to maintain 
uni ty as one body-devotion, harmony 
acceptance, equal concern, hospitality, 
and service. Unity within the Church 
is based on our identity with each 
other in Christ, our mutual interde
pendence-we truly do need each 
other-and our personal influence on 
each other. Writing to the church at 
Ephesus, Paul said, Make every effort 
to keep the unity of the Spirit through 
the bond of peace (Eph. 4:3). 

May all the communities in which 
The Wesleyan Church resides say of 
us: "Wesleyan s are united. They have a 
unique harmony-they train together, 
and they share risks together." • 
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,eadership Is-
1he Wesleyan Church is engaged in an initiative 
to raise the quality of leadership within our 
Church. So what is leadership? The Leadership 

velopment Journey defines Christian leadership 
influencing others to become all that God 

tisions them to be so that they might more 
9ctive/y do those things that will advance the 
gdom of God. 

1dership is about influence. In his classic book, 
1ritual Leadership, J. Oswald Sanders said, "Since 
dership is essentially the power of one man to 
uence another, it is well to consider the almost 
itless possibilities of a single life, for good or ill." 
1dership is God using individuals to powerfully 
uence others to accomplish His purposes. 

1dership is about relationships. You are not a 
der if no one is following you. David McKenna 
rs, "A biblical leader has a God-given vision that 
Jages our commitment, a Christ-like character 
t earns our trust, and a Spirit-guided agenda that 
1bilizes our energies." People follow leaders whom 
1y know love them; whom they trust; and whom 
1y believe know where God wants them to be led. 

adership is about helping people be more 
m they are. In the Christian context, being pre
jes doing. Leadership is not about getting people 
cio what you want them to do, but helping them 
be what God wants them to be. Leaders develop 
1ers: first spiritually, and then in areas of skill, so 
:y can live and act more effectively. 

adership is about advancing the kingdom of 
d. The focus of Christian leadership is not on 
ining personal advantage, position, or authority, 
t on mobilizing the ideas and energies of people 
build the Church and advance the kingdom of 
d. Leaders find their vision and passion in God's 
rposes, not in personal agendas. 

adership is about stewardship. God gifts 
eryone for ministry. He provides the resources 
d opportunities for the use of those gifts. His 
irit accompanies the exercise of influence and 
iltiplies its effectiveness. Leadership is the 
ristian's response to God's gifts and enablement. 

God is calling you to use your influence to 
Ip others to be more than they are and to join 
u in advancing His kingdom. • 

-Ken Heer 

For more information. go online to 
www.wesleyan.org/ldj or contact the LDJ 

Coordinator at 3 17.577.1387. 
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Passing 
the Baton 
Although he "retired," 
he never quit ministering. 
He simply did it for no pay. 

by Daniel P. Jones 

In 2001, two of the mosr influential 
men in my life went home to be 
with the Lord. One of them was 

my grandfather, Wendell Jones. 
The other was my pastor, Rev. 
James Bence. 

I had always wanted to be just like 
my grandfather. I trained under his 
watchful eye as a boy and searched out 
his wisdom as a young man. Grandpa 
was a farmer, and my goal was to fol
low in his footsteps. Instead, I would 
follow in Rev. Bence's footsteps and 
go into ministry. 

James Bence, or Pastor Bence as 
he was affectionately known, was the 
pastor of the small Wesleyan church in 
Haskinville, in New York- the church 
where I grew up. He was an exce llent 
preacher who peppered his sermons 
with illustrations from the farm. Pastor 
Bence had always wanted to be a 
farmer unt il the Lord called him into 
full-time ministry. I listened with rapt 
attention to his sermon illustrations 
about the farm-expecting to be 
a farmer myself. 

He retired from 
our church as pastor, 
but stayed in the 
community and retained 
his membership in our 
church. Although he 
"retired," he never quit 
ministering. He simply 
did it for no pay. 

At Rev. Bence's 
funeral serv ice, his son, 
Bud Bence, spoke on 
transferring the baton. 
Just as runners in a 
relay race must transfer 
the baton to the next 
runner in the race, life 

forces us to transfer our baton to the 
next generation. I had planned to take 
the baton from Grandpa but, instead, 1 
took it from my one-time 
pastor, James Bence. 

The Easter before Rev. Bence went to 
be with Jesus, he served Communion in 
our church. He asked me to assist him, 
since I was in ministerial training at the 
time. Little did I know that this would be 
his last Communion. As we served the 
people, our hands shook-both his 
and mine. His from old age, mine from 
nervousness. His voice labored for sup
port, while mine whispered in fear. He 
gave the blessing, while I knelt to receive 
it. He slowed as he finished his leg of the 
race; I trembled with anticipation of my 
race yet to be run. 

The Apostle Paul understood the 
importance of passing the baton on to 
the next generation. In some of his writ
ings in Second Timothy, we see that 
Paul knew his time was near, and he 
was ready to hand the baton to Timothy 
and go to his reward. Likewise, when 
Pastor Bence asked me to assist at the 
Lord 's Table, it was as if he was sym
bol ically saying he was ready to hand 
on the baton. 

Last September, I served my fi rst 
Communion on my own. As I distrib
uted the e lements to the people, I 
couldn't help but think back to that 
first Communion for me and the last 
for Pastor Bence. The baton has been 
passed, but my feet are still too small 
for the shoes. Maybe by the time my 
leg of the race is up, the shoes left for 
me will fit as well as they did for 
Pastor Bence, and I can pass the baton 
to the next generation. • 

Daniel P. Jones is assistant pastor at 
Haskinville Wesleyan, Cohocton, NY. 
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New Lile Wesleyan Church Relocates 
and Builds New Facilities 

F
ebruary 2 was a special day in the 
life of New Life Wesleyan, 
Greensboro, MD 

(formerly Greensboro 
Wesleyan). Dedication 
services held that day 
brought to reality the 
long, arduous task of 
mov ing the congregation 
of 100-125 people to a 
new location. The 
process had spanned 
some nine years, and 
there were many hurdles 
to get over during that 
time period. 

I assumed the role of 
pastor in September 
1991, with a challenge to purchase 
new land and relocate. The present 
fac ilities offered no room for expan
sion for building or parking. Before I 
arrived, five acres of land just outside 
the town limits had been spoken for, 
but the land had sat idle for approxi
mately two years, with only the 
entrance drive having been installed. 

In 1993, the church board and I 
visited several building projects, to 
help us with ideas for the future facil
ity. In the spring of 1994, while I was 
in the hospital during recovery from 
Iegionella disease, God gave me a 
vision of what was to be the first 
phase of the relocation project. Plans 
were presented to the LBA and local 
church conference, and there was 
overwhelming approval to proceed. 

A groundbreaking service at the 
new location site was in June 1996; 
however, due to a number of circum
stances, including code requirement 
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by Bruce Lecates 

interpretations, no construction work 
took place for almost 18 months. In 
late 2000, construction went forward 
until finances were depleted. The con
gregation and the local board had 
prefeITed to not borrow money for the 
new facility. But even duri ng these 
times of great struggle, God provided 
some outstanding financial gifts. A 
challenge was presented that a 
$10,000 gift would be given if the 
congregation would match the same 
within a ce,tain time period. A "chal
lenge Sunday" was set, and over 
$27,000 was given! Other gifts of cash 
and stock were made available, 
enabling the construction process to 
go forward a little at a time until funds 
were once again depleted. 

After a two-week time of prayer 
and fasting, the church took a vote 
that was 80% in favor of boITowing 
the funds to finish the project. God 
continued His faithfulness to the 

church, including these two examples: 
A phone call came to me one day, 

advising that $13,000 in 
stock was available for our 
use. Also, a gentleman had 
driven by the new church 
many times and "felt 
prompted" to make a dona
tion to the building project. 
After a time of prayer and 
counseling with hi m about 
some issues in his life, the 
gentleman left. In the week 
following his vis it, the 
man gave a donation of 
$25,000! What a power
ful way God chose to 
show that He was bring

ing to a climax some ten years of 
struggle to have a new place of 
ministry. He even provided for the 
sale of the fom1er parsonage and 
church. Negotiations are presently 
underway to purchase up to ten 
additional acres of land. 

Dedication day saw over 450 
people come together in praise 
and worship for the new faci lities. 
Participants in the ceremony included 
General Superintendent David Holdren 
and District Superintendent Stan 
Hoover. 

God has proven to New Life 
Wesleyan of Greensboro that He is 
still in the miracle business. Our 
desire and prayer is to develop 
ministries which will impact our 
community and bring honor and 
glory to the Lord. • 

Bruce Lecates serves as the pastor 
of New Life Wesleyan. 
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.... ANNIVERSARIES 

Rev. H. John 
and Eva Blann, 
Orange Park, FL, 
celebrated their 
60'" wedding 

. anniversary on 
· ': November 23, 

O ~ 2002. The gather-
ing brought 

people from 12 states and Taiwan, and 
was held at St. S imon's Island, GA. 
Their children participated in the cere
mony of reaffirmation of John and Eva's 
marriage vows. 

The Blanns served for 14 years as mis
sionaries in Zambia, Africa. Following 
that, John served at the denominational 
headquarters of The Wesleyan Church and 
in leadership positions in higher educa
tion. The Blanns pastored Wesleyan 
churches in MD, NY, and PA. 

They are the parents of Lois Crissinger, 
Rose Marie Eldridge, Paul Blann, and 
Richard Blann. There are 17 grandchildren 
and 15 great grandchildren. 

Rev. James E . 
and Ina Ruth 
Buckles of 
Bradenton, FL, 
celebrated the ir 
50'" wedding 
anniversary on 
January 25, 2003. 
They met at 
Frankfort Pilgrim 

College (IN) and were married on 
August 22, 1952, in Bedford, IN. 

The Buckles have pastored in The 
Wesleyan Church for 47 years, including 
pastorates in IN and KY. They presently 
pastor at Bradenton Wesleyan Church, 
where they have served for 18 years. 

They are the parents of Brenda Kay 
(Robert) Simpson and Diana Ruth (Jerry) 
Summers. There are two grandchildren. 

The Wesleyan Church 
Honored for Service 

Each year, "World Relief' honors 
churches and denominations for out
standing service to the world 's poor and 

needy through support of World Relief 
min istries. The Wesleyan Church was 
among this year's honorees, who were 
recently recognized at the annual meet
ing of the National Association of 
Evangelicals in M inneapolis, M N. 

.... NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Skyline Wesleyan Involved in 
Training for Billy Graham Mission 

Volunteers for the upcoming Bil ly 
Graham San Diego M ission have 
reached record numbers. More than 
20,000 people have attended training 
classes across the San Diego area, 
including T ij uana, marking only the 
fourth time numbers have reached that 
level in the history of Graham 's cru
sade and mission ministry. 

Skyline Wesleyan Church has he ld a 
number of training classes at its facility 
in La Mesa, CA. "Chri st ian Life and 
Witness" courses (using mater ials 
p rovided by the G raham Association) 

(co111i1111ed 01111ex1 page) 

1 childhood saved. 
Asking a potential employee or volunteer to agree 

to a background check can be very awkward. 

Le t us h e lp. 

Our "Child Sexual Abuse" booklet offers six key 

screening suggestions, provides background 

information and procedural guidelines. 

It's yours free, simply for asking. 

Go to o ur Web s ite at 

www.churchmutu a l.com/ abu se 

o r call us a t (800) 554-2642, 
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Real Answers. 
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have seen a total attendance of over 
4700 people at Skyline. These training 
classes help prepare volunteers to 
share their faith and lead small discus
sion groups for new be lievers. They 
are a prerequisite for people interested 
in serving as counselors during the 
mission. 

Skyline Senior Pastor Jim Garlow 
is overseeing the "Pastors' Prayer 
Meeting" portion of preparation for the 
May 8-11 mission. 

... NEWS FROM COLLEGES & SEMINARIES 

IWU's Annual Telesale Raises 
Record Amount 

The recently-held Indiana Wesleyan 
University Eighth Annual Scholarship 
Telesale raised a record $140,000-
about $6,000 more than a year ago. 

The telesale aired for five nights on 
the IWU campus TV station and on s ix 
local cable TV stations. Area mer
chants and friends of IWU donated 
about 800 items valued in excess of 
$100,000 for the telesale. About half 
of the money raised during the telesale 
came from the sale of merchandise, 
and the remaining revenue came 
from bus iness sponsorships. Several 
bus iness and community leaders 
volunteered their time to help sell 
the donated items. 

The telesale has raised about 
$720,000 for student scholarships in 
its eight-year history. 

... DISTRICT NEWS 

South Carolina 

Jimmy Dixon, 
of Trinity Wesleyan 
in Central, SC, has 
been named the 
new police chief 
of the city of 
Clemson. Following 
a national search for 
the position, Jimmy received a unani
mous vote. He had been serving as the 
interim chief since last August. 

12 www.wesleyan.org 

He is the youth leader at Trinity, 
where James Ramsay serves as senior 
pastor. 

Bob Nash, of First Wesleyan in 
Central, SC, recently retired from the 
Pickens County Council. Prior to his 
last meeting as Chai r, he was honored 

Dr. & Mrs. Bob Nash 

for two decades of service to the citi
zens of the county. Bob was presented 
with a plaque from the county council, 
and was also awarded the Order of the 
Silver Crescent (the highest state 
recognition), along with a letter from 
Governor Jim Hodges. 

Fred Andrews is the senior pastor 
of Central First. 

... RE A DERS ' FORUM 

Appreciated your article on the end 
times. It was very insightful. I would 
like to see more of these types of arti
cles. It was just factual and that is 
what I want to look at. 

Scott Uselman 
via E-mail 

Please renew my subscription. And 
thanks for a wonderful church magazine. 

Nell O 'Kelley 
Greenvi lle, SC 

The Wesleyan Advocate rivals any 
Christian magazine out there today, in 
quality. Thanks for giving us some
thing to be super proud of. 

Dale Holloway 
Cedar Rapids, IA 

I would like to express appreciatio1 
for the fine publication, The Wesleyan 
Advocate. I was especially interested 
in the article on Freedom 's Hill 
Church (Feb. issue) ... One wonders 
if modem day professing Christians 
will have anything in common with 
men like Micajah McPherson. 

A lice Boy 
v ia E-ma 

I commend you on the articles 
about Freedom's Hill Church ... As a 
young girl I saved pennies and nickels 
in YMWB to help start a mission wort 
here and now am retired here. After 8: 
years in the Church, I consider the his 
tory and what we believe VERY 
important. 

... OBITUARY 

Hill, Rev. J. Paul, 91 
January 19, 2003 

Rev. J. Paul Hi ll 
died January 19, 2003, 
in Roanoke, VA. He 
was born July 16, 
1911 , in Hickory, NC, 
to Alexander and 
Martha Robinson Hill. 

Mrs. Willo Youn 
Rogers Al 

He began pastoring in the NC West 
District of The Wesleyan Church fol
lowing his graduation from Central 
College (now Southern Wesleyan 
University) in 1933. He was ordained 
in 1934. His 70 years of ministry 
included serving for over 50 years in 
the field of evangelism. 

He was preceded in death by his 
wife: Agnes Hoots Hill , and a grand
son: Randall Allen Hill. 

Survivors include his sons: James P 
(Olga Marie) Hill Jr. and Jerry D. 
(Gladys) Hill; as well as four grand
chi ldren and eight great grandchildren. 
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six-year-old recently died "at age 
twelve." More than six years ago, 
Dolly the sheep was cloned from 

cell of a s ix-year-old ewe. Many 
~searchers think that as a result, her 
ody was middle-aged at birth. 

Dolly's experimenters used 277 
toned embryos to produce one sheep, 
11eaning 276 failed. Many of those 
ttempts produced deformed fe tuses that 
ied in the womb. Some were born dead. 
)thers were born al ive, twice the ir nor-
1al size, and died a few days after birth. 

Even Dolly, the "successful" clone, 
howed premature aging by age three. 
,ast year she was diagnosed with arthri
is. Then she developed a virus- induced 
ung disease severe enough to justify 
putting her out of her misery" on 
/alentine's Day. Brought to life by 
loning, Dolly was euthanized. In this, 
here lies a cautionary tale. 

Dr. Richard Gardner is an Oxford 
Jniversity zoology professor and chair 
1f the Royal Society working group on 
tem cell research and therapeutic 
loning. He stated, " We must await the 
esults of the post-mortem on Dolly in 
1rder to assess whether her relatively 
,remature death was in any way con
tected with the fact that she was a clone. 
f there is a link , it will provide further 
:vidence of the dangers inherent in 
eproductive cloning and the irresponsi
>ility of anybody who is trying to extend 
uch work to humans." 

Coming from a person of Dr. Gardner 's 
tature, those words are worth heeding. 
~here have been several recent state
nents that live-biith human cloning 
1ither has occurred or is "only around 
he corner. " The Raelians claimed the 
,irth of a cloned baby girl , born the day 
fter Christmas-a boast that some 
1bservers estimate gained them $600 
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Goodbye 
Dolly 
Putting a Cloned 
Sheep to Sleep 

by Charles Colson 

million worth of publicity without verifi
cation. In what may be a more credible 
claim, Italian physician Severino 
Antii1ori and others announced last year 
that they would help infertile couples 
produce the first human clone by 2003. 
One of his partners said, "The genie is 
out of the bottle ." 

What are we doing here? If it took 277 
attempts to clone a sheep, how many fail
ures would it take to produce a human? 
And would anyone really want the rare 
success to be born middle-aged and, 
thus, have an abbreviated life? 

Pro-Life lnfonet quotes cloning 
expert Dr. Patrick Dixon with additional 
concerns: "The greatest worry many sci
entists have," he writes, " is that human 
clones-even if they don 't have mon
strous abnormalities in the womb-will 
need hip replacements in their teenaoe 0 

years and perhaps develop seni le 
dementia by their twentieth birthday." 

Dolly's birth was one of the biggest 
news stories of the nineties. Scientists made 
extravagant promises about medical and 
technological advances. Well , Dolly's 
embarrassingly premature death 
received little attention, precisely 
because it exposes the horrors of cloning. 

Life is not a toy with which cloners 
can experiment. Allowing human cloning 
for experimentation or medical research
or any purpose-will result in cloning for 
live births. There is only one safeguard 
that will keep cloned children from being 
manufactured: It is a total ban on human 
cloning, just what the Weldon bill does in 
the House and the Brownback bill (S. 
245) does in the Senate. • 

from BreakPoint, March 18, 2003, ©2003, 
reprinted with pem1ission of Prison Fellowship 

Ministr ies, P.O. Box 17500, Washington, DC 
2004 1-0500 www.breakpoint.org 
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Preparing the Seeds 
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By leading boys and girls to Christ. 
By stimulating an interest in missions. 
By teaching children: 
• To learn about people 

of different cultures. 

• To be sensitive to 
the needs of others. 

• To give sacrificially in 
the offerings. 

• To hide God's Word in their hearts. 

• To pray for missionaries. 

• To adopt a prayer pal from overseas. 

• To discover how to be a missionary 
to their friends. 

• To consider serving God overseas 
when they grow up. 

For more information, call or write: 

Peggy Camp 
General Coordinator 
115 Knoxview Lane 
Mooresville, NC 28117 
(704) 892-3744 

To order materials call or write: 
Wesleyan Publishing House 

1-800-493-7539 
P.O. Box 50434 

Indianapolis, IN 46250 

What would happen 
if you tried to liue 

on mostly milk? 

Is it time for you to 

add to your diet? 

Join a Sunday School 
class or group today! 

thot-th 
~epartment 

A Conversatior 
With Jon 

I had a great chat with Jon last night. Both c 
us found ourselves at Starbucks'" for a fev. 

minutes of reading while enjoying one more 
cup of decaf before the day ended. I have 
known Jon for nearly 15 years and have 
watched his heart for God grow througho 
the years. He is in his third year of study at 
Christian college, and is making plans for an 
extended mission trip this summer. It was so 
good to reconnect and be aware of how his 
had developed, yet there was a tone of our 
conversation that I believe would concern m: 
within the Church today. Jon talked freely ab 
faith issues and how he was struggling with 
the very basic things that he was raised to 
believe, and whether the expressions of his 
faith were truth-based or tradition-based. He 
in a season of asking hard questions. As I 
listened to Jon, I couldn't help but identify hi 
as a true reflection of his culture. In the boo~ 
The Younger Evangelicals, author Robert 
Webber refers to today's generation of youn~ 
adults as individuals who are often perceivec 
as being anti-former anything. In the context 
the Church, they are sometimes misidentifie! 
as disinterested, contrary minded, difficult, 01 

stubborn. Webber actually pinpoints this geni 
ation's methodology as being driven by a dei 
to deconstruct and reconstruct. 

They want truth, and lifestyle, and miss 
to be in harmony. They want systems that , 
relevant, and they believe that the proce~ 
for proving all of it starts with what the 
foundation is. Thus, their need for asking 1 
tough questions about faith and truth. To 
them, nothing really matters unless they ov 
their belief. 

I am totally comfortable with Jon's ques
tions. He is clearly driven by hunger and not 
frustration, which makes all the difference in 
the Church. He is profoundly grateful for hi 
heritage and the faith community in whicl 
he has grown up. He is just asking very 
pointed and probing questions. He will work 1 

his "faith" or "belief" issues, and the Church 
will be better for it. He represents a generatic 
that is poised to reestablish the methods of c 
mission-in ways foreign to tradition. And he 
and his generation will do so with their heart 
for God intact. It may change how we look, a 
enhance how He looks. 

Have you talked to Jon lately? 

Ross DeMerchant 
General Director 

The Youth Department 



IN THE NEWS 
• NAE Names Ted Haggard 
as New President 

The National Association of 
Evangelicals has announced the appoint
ment of Ted Haggard as their new 
president. He has begun to serve immedi-
1tely, re lieving Leith Anderson, who had 
been serving as NAE 's interim president. 
Haggard is the senior pastor of Colorado's 
largest church, New Life Church in 
Colorado Springs. He is also the president 
Jf The World Prayer Center and The World 
Prayer Team. Bill Hamel, chairman of the 
board of the NAE, says, "Ted's commit
ment to bringing evangelicals together for 
missions, prayer, and as a united voice is a 
jeeply held value that is acknowledged and 
known throughout the evangelical world." 

NAE is comprised of 43,000 congrega
tions from 51 denominations, as well as 
indi vidual congregations from an addi
tional 27 denominations. 

• Major Leagers Support 
Pro-life Cause 

More than 80 current and fo1mer major 
league baseball players are stepping up to 
the plate for a pro-life cause. The American 
Life League is rais ing funds for "Campus 
for Life," a pro-l ife institute to be located 
in the Washington, D.C. area. Former All
Star third baseman Sal Bando is one of 
those partic ipating. "A lot of players 
believe in the pro-life movement, and they 
have lent their names to it," Bando told 
Family News in Focus. "I believe that this 
platform of players can really promote the 
sanctity of life." Also participating in the 
fund-raising activities are Hall of Famers 
Sparky Anderson, Tommy Lasorda, and 
Robin Yount. 

• Abstinence Programs Preferred 
by Many Parents 

According to a recent poll, parents 
soundly reject the "safe sex" approach to 
sex education and strongly support charac
ter-based, abstinence-centered programs. 
The Coalition for Adolescent Sexual 
Health released the results of the Zogby 
International survey at a Capitol Hill press 
conference, sending a strong message to 
Congress, in suppo1t of the $135 million in 
federal funding President Bush has requested 
in support of abstinence education programs. 
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• Support of Suicide Is New 
Online Threat 

Pornography, fraud, and manipulative 
predators are among some of the dangers on 
the Internet, but now young adults are faced 
by a new online threat. According to Gern1an 
news agency Idea, Internet chat and discus
sion groups that advocate suicide are 
influencing vulnerable teens to take their 
own lives. Professor Arn1in Schmidtke, vice 
president of a Geiman suicide prevention 
group, said that his organization's surveil
lance of these groups found that six people 
per day make requests for "suicide partners." 
People who participate in these groups dis
cuss taking their lives and write about 
previous suicide anempts. According to 
Schmidtke, such discussions need to be 
monitored and the calls for help taken seri
ously. "Suicide is the second most frequent 
cause of death among 15-to-29-year-olds in 
Gennany," Idea reports. 

• 1\vo Anti-Porn Laws Face 
Obstacles 

The Child Online Protection Act 
(COPA), which was signed into law by Bill 
Clinton in 1998, has again been ruled 
unconstitutional by the 3"' U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals. The bill is designed to 
keep Internet pornography out of the hands 
of children online. 

COPA would make it a criminal offense 
for any "for profit" business to put porn on 
its web site without an adult verificat ion 
mechanism. This is the second time the 
appeals court has ruled the law unconstitu
tional afte r being asked to reconsider by 
the Supreme Court. The appeals court has 
said that the law would " make it too d iffi
cult for adults to view porn. " 

The Supreme Court is now considering 
another anti-porn law designed to keep 
filth out of the hands of children in 
America 's public library system-the 
Children's Internet Protection Act (CIPA). 

ClPA would place fi lters on Internet 
service in publ ic libraries, and the law has 
already been ru led unconstitutional by 
lower courts, which said that the law vio
lated free speech principles. The Supreme 
Court is now considering whether or not 
Congress can require libraries to insta ll 
Internet filters on public library computers. 

www.eva11gelical-press.co111 

Women in Ministry 
by Gail Whitmire 

I n some circles, there is an ongoing controversy 
over whether or not women should hold a 
place in ministry, particularly as preachers of 

the gospel. The only thing worse than the some
times angry stand against women preachers is 
the fact that there are, indeed, a few women who 
have an attitude that says, "I'm going to claim a 
pulpit, and you'd better stay out of my way!" 

Don't get me wrong. I don't believe that 
women preachers should be backwards or 
apologetic about the ministry to which God has 
called them. My concern is for the damage 
that can be done, both to the Church and to 
a woman personally, if our way of "proving 
our call" is to be arrogant, loud, and defiant. 

Margaret Thatcher, former Prime Minister of the 
United Kingdom, was a strong and confident leader 
who once said, "Being powerful is like being a lady. 
If you have to tell people you are, you aren't." 
Certainly, that applies to those of us women who 
are in the pulpit or any other kind of ministry. 

If you are a woman in Christian ministry, 
here are a few things for your consideration. 

• Realize that your gifts may be in other 
ministry avenues, not necessarily preaching. 
But if God has called you to preach, then 
stand firm and ask Him to direct you. 

• Some people may place you under even 
greater scrutiny than male preachers, so 
don't be a "sloppy" or ill-prepared preacher. 

• The pulpit is a sacred place. Don't make the 
mistake of trying to use it to further any 
out-of-the Spirit agenda. 

• God has gifted women with a certain tender
ness. Tap into it and use it for His glory. 
Feminist Gloria Steinem once said, "Some 
of us are becoming the men we wanted to 
marry." That's nothing to brag about, and if 
that quote sounds like you, ladies, it's time 
to rethink just who you've become. 

Let the words of Galatians 3:28 be a 
reminder to you that There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus. 

The Lord uses both women and men for 
His purpose. Let's be clear about our call and 
then follow His lead in a spirit of unity-for 
truly, we are all in this together, for the sake 
of the Kingdom! • 

Gail Whitmire serves as pastor of Knightstown 
Wesleyan Church, in IN. 
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A Service to Those in Full-Time Christian Ministry 

Your stay in this "cottage-styled" suite includes: 

• king size bed 

• small private bath w/shower 

• custom designed breakfast 

• refrigerator/microwave/ 

coffee maker 

• stock of complimentary 

snacks/sodas 

And the best part is, it really is free! 
(no strings attached) 

FOR RESERVATIONS: 

(810) 744-4691 or fancyfree@mymailstation.com 

host & hostess: Lonny & Jackie White 

OPEN JUNE thru SEPTEMBER 

Daybreak Community Wesleyan Church 

Hudsonville, Michigan 

Wesleyan Investment Foundation provided financing 
for the purchase of property, the bui lding of the 

first unit and a subsequent addition, and is in the process 

of funding the new youth ministry center at Daybreak. We 
salute Pastor Wes Dupin and the people of Daybreak who 

continue to reach the lost for Christ in their community. 

Let us partner with your church 
in your future expansion! 

WESLEYAN INVESTMENT FOUNDATION 

Phone: 317-570-5136 
Fax: 317-842-6190 
E-mail: wif@wesleyan.org 
www.savewithwif.com 





"Hope Above 
the Headlines" 

- inspiring look 
at current events 

• Humor 

• Daily 

Bible 

Readings 

• Books 

• Piano CDs 

• HymnLines 

Photo Art 

• Online 

Bible Study 

Jerry Brecheisen 

P. 0 . Box 6073 

Fishers, Indiana 46038 

www.brecksong.com 
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This article is not 
about worship styles. 
It is about vision 

by Robert W. McIntyre 

Aheadline in the Tampa Tribune grabbed 
my eye: "Eckerd Plans to Open 1,000 
Stores in 4 Years." 

"The Clearwater-based drugstore subsidiary 
of JC Penney plans to open 1,000 stores in the 
next four years, Chief Executive Officer 
Wayne Harris told 150 analysts," the story 
said. It went on to quote Harris: "We ' ve come 
a long way in a shon period of time. We have 
a lot to accomplish yet." A cutline beside 
Harris' photo stated "Chief executive expects 
Eckerd to top $16 billion in sales in next fis
cal year" (emphasis mine). 

What is going on here? 
Anyone who has trave led the South in 

recent years may also have wondered what is 
going on. Apparently not intimidated by other 
drug stores and the prescription depattments of 
supermarts in the last few years, Eckerd has 
planted new drug stores at what seems to be 
every crossroads and commercial corner. 

They have become, one might say, ubiquitous. 
There are more than 2600 Eckerd stores in 

the United States, mostly in the Sun Belt, we 
are told, and the company will open its first 
stores in Phoenix this year and in Denver next 
year. 

What is going on here? 
This writer has heard again only recently of 

another church that has declared its target min
istry to "twenty-somethings," let's cal l them, 
and at the same tin1e the church told senior 
adults who have helped develop and still sup
port the church that if they are not comfortable 
with that, they are at liberty to find a fellowship 
where they would feel more comfonable. 

This article is not a commercial for 
Eckerd 's. Nor is it about worship styles. It is 
about vision. 

Why is Eckerd planning 250 new stores per 
year for the next four years? Who is it that 
spends enough money to enable them to top 
$16 billion in one year? 

Another paragraph in the Tribune story: 
"The aging popu lation is fueli ng sales. By 
2006, 88 million people, or 30 percent of the 
population, wi ll be older than 50. Seniors buy 
67 percent of all prescriptions in America." 

And, I might add, all these prescriptions are 
helping all these "50-pJussers" live longer than 
any similar group ever has. In fact, there has 
never been a similar group. 

Eighty-eight million persons who don' t 
quality as "twenty-somethings"! Who is devel
oping churches for them? • 

Robert W. McIntyre is General Superintendent 
Emeritus of The Wesleyan Church. 

• One of every eight persons in the 
U.S. today is a senior c itizen . 

• E very day, nearly 6,000 persons 
celebrate their 65'h birthday-
that adds up to two million a year. 

• The older A merican segment of 
the population w ill increase by 
34% in this decade. 

• By the year 2030, it is estimated 
that the number of senior citizens 
will reach 70 m illion. 

• T he Social Security Administration 
reports one of the major sources 
of income for 90% of those over 
the age of 65 is their benefit from 
Soc ial Security. But 59% of these 
people have income from assets, 
4 1 % of them have pensions, and 
22% have earned income. 

- from Hemando Today 
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Special information issue of The Wesleyan Advocate 
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As a pastor of a 
Wesleyan church, 
I am often asked, 
"What is The Wesleyan 
Church?" I have tried to 
give an adequate answer, 
but the June issue of 
The Wesleyan Advocate 
gives me a very valuable 
tool! Sort of like "one stop 
shopping" for everything 
you ever wanted to know 
about The Wesleyan Church! 

Pastor 
Ohio 

Absolutely incredible issue! 
I am going to use it for months 
to come to introduce new 
people to us. 

Pastor 
Florida 

I'd like to order 25 extra copies 
of the June issue of The Wesleyan 
Advocate for everyone in my 
Sunday school class. What a 
great tool! I hope you do this 
every year! 

Sunday School Teacher 
Indiana 
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The Power, 

BY BE RNARD H. PH AUP 

The Word says, You will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you. The wind of Pentecost sym

bolizes force, energy, power. Paul said it 
like this: For God did not give us a 
spirit of timidity, bw a spirit of powe,; of 
love and of self-discipline. This power 
may not be what some think. When the 
Holy Spirit comes, He brings purity and 
He also brings power. Yes, purity is 
power. The Holy Ghost is power. It is 
here that the weakness of the human 
is lost in the power of the divine. 

ABILITY-
A rather literal translation of Acts 

1 :8 could be as foUows: The Holy 
Ghost coming upon you, you shall be 
able. Able for what? Able for anything 
that comes into one 's life. Whether 
sacrifice, or suffering, or service, or 
self-denial, or cross-bearing, or labors 
abundant, or whatever God 's will may 
be-you shall be able for it. How dif
ferent it is when the divine ability takes 
over the human inability. 

One must be seriously disturbed that 
in so many places there is such luke-
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May it please God to 
send upon His Church 
a renewal of Pentecost. 
warmness, such powerlessness, and 
such ineffectiveness. Certainly a part of 
the answer lies wi thin this area of the 
power of the Holy Spirit coming upon 
us . Recall what happened in those 
early Church days? Dare we believe 
that it could happen again in these 
days? There is no substitute for this 
divine force. When that is missing, then 
man programs too much. When that is 
missing, then churches frantically hurry 
about to seek a substitu te. When that is 
missing, then organization becomes 
top-heavy. 

lf the Church is to meet the fearful 
onslaught of evil in this day, it can 
only be through the power of the Holy 
Ghost. May it please God to send upon 
His Church a renewal of Pentecost. 

There is also passion associated wi th 
this truth. Pentecost carries with it a 
holy passion. One who has come to 
know Christ in saving grace will pos
sess a burning passion to know Him 
better, and to have unbroken fellowship 

with Him. This will inevitably lead the 
obedient soul to the total comm itment 
which results in the sanctified experi
ence. Those who hunger and thirst after 
righteousness are the ones who are 
fi lled. The soul that is on a search for 
God will pant after Him as a thirsty per
son pants after the water brook. 

This grace, possessing the heart, pro
duces undying love and devotion. Life 
takes on a meaning and a sacredness 
that is unknown to those outside this cir
cle of Jove. Then whether one preaches, 
or prays, or serves, he does so-not 
because of appointment or exaltation or 
because he is duty-bound-but because 
he is compelled by the inner fi re , which 
bums as white heat in the soul. This 
kind of service does not stop to ask 
about conveniences, remuneration, or 
honor, but it is service for love's sake. It 
may even reach the point of holy reck
lessness to which Mary had come when 
she broke the alabaster box. To some it 
was waste, but to her Lord it was a fra
grant and never-to-be-forgotten offering 
of love. Present-day preaching needs a 
new revelation of this passion, this 
burning heart. 

It was said of one great preacher: 
"Passion, which is love on fire, burned 
widtin his soul and sent its warmth into 
the minds and hearts of those who heard 
him preach." It was said of Francis 
Asbury 's preaching that "He preached to 
the hearts of his hearers out of the heart 
of God." Another said of him: "He was 
a holiness preacher whose soul was 
aflame. Those who heard him saw the 
light and felt the heat of the impact of 
the Spirit's power upon him." 

As Dr. Jowett expressed it: "We must 
bleed if we would bless." The fountains 
of hearts must be broken up if the dry 
and thirsty ground is to be watered. 
There must be a deep brokenness within 
the heart of the minister if he is to break 
stony hearts by divine truth. 

PROPAGATION-
There must also be the propagation 

of this dynamic and wonderful truth. 
"All the defects, deflections, imperfec
tions, and failures of the modem 
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churches have grown out of the fac t 
that Pentecost has not been perpetu
ated," so a prominent ministe r is 
quoted as saying a generation ago. 

Let it be said that the message 
of Pentecost is properly declared. 
When Pentecost is perpe tuated , it 
means the presenta tion of all phases 
of Christiani ty and the Church. 
The hig hest type of Christian charac
te r w ill be developed . T here wi ll 
be a real missionary imperative. 
Stewardship wi ll come in for a right 
emphasis. The Christian home w ill 
find its proper position. Every area 
of society w ill feel the impact of this 
gospel. There will be new preachers 
and new laymen in the wake of a 
new Pentecost. 

This is something that cannot be 
self-conta ined. I ts very nature 
demands the telling the reof. One 
immediate fruit of this experience 
at Pentecost was the witnessing to 
others around about. Those who 
are willing to propagate such a 
dynamic and glo rio us message may 
have been brought to the Kingdom 
for such a time as this. Then let them 
no t fail Him, the Church, or this gen
eration. While the message must 
relate to the needs of the present day, 
and w hile methods may need adapta
tion, yet it must be remembered that 
the message itself does not change 
and must be rooted and grounded in 
the Rock , w hich is eternal. 

Truly, this truth is be lieved , pos
sessed, and produced in the lives of 
multitudes in this day. Le t there be 
reaffomation of be lief in the same. 
Le t it be bel ieved with all the heart. 
Then le t it be told to those at home 
and abroad. Such new emphasis to 
this biblical and historic truth 
may well be the opening wedge to 
revival for which many are pray
ing, pleading, and believing. • 

from Journey into Holiness: Experiencing 
God's Power for Holy Living, available 

through Wesleyan Publishing House 
1.800.493.7539 or www.wesleya11.org!wph 
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The "Salty" Church 
BY STAN BAK ER 

One of my recent devotional readings 
included this sentence: "Many o f 
us struggle in situations where the 

evidence of the kingdom of God is mea
ger-our congregations are small, there 
are few conversions, nobody is healed 
miraculously, people's lives show little 
change, and there is no impact on society 
around." 

Afte r three years of min istry, Jesus 
didn't seem to have had a great influence 
e ithe r. He left only a handful of followers. 
But He had accomplished His Father's 
will . He had removed the curse of sin. He 
had opened the kingdom of God to all 
who believe. Today, from every comer of 
the globe, there arises a great testimony to 
the impact of that seemingly insignificant 
three-year ministry which culminated with 
an empty tomb. 

The issue is not the size of the min
istry ... or the church, but its ultimate 
influence. Jesus said, You are the salt of the 
earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how 
can it be made salty again? It is no longer 
good for anything, except to be thrown out 
and trampled by men (Matt. 5: 13). 

Salt has an influence in disproportio n 
to its size. When I sprinkle salt on my 
meal, I never notice any increase in its 
volume, but I certainly notice a differ
ence in its flavour. I agree with the little 
boy who said, when asked to define salt: 
"Salt is what makes potatoes taste yucky 
when it is not put into them!" 

T he issue, then, is not whether a 
church is large or small, well endowed or 
not, but whether it is "salty" or not. 

Jesus was making a similar point 
when He said, The kingdom of heaven is 
like a mustard seed .. . Though it is the 
smallest of all your seeds, yet when it 
grows, it is the largest of garden plants 
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of 
the air come and perch in its branches .. . 
The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that 
a woman took and mixed into a large 
amount of flou r until it worked all 
through the dough (Matt. 13:3 1-33). 

I don 't know much about mustard 
seeds. Obviously there is no comparison 
be tween a mustard seed and the tree that 
springs from it. 

I do know more about yeast, because 
most nights, my wife sprinkles a little in 
our bread maker. Compared with the 
flour and water that follows, it is such a 
tiny amount. Next mo rning, the delight
ful aroma and the beautifully-risen 
loaf-sometimes touching the lid- is 
evidence of the influence of that tiny 
amount of yeast. T here have been times 
when the yeast was forgotten. You can 
imagine the result! 

The issue, then, is not 
whether a church is large 
or small, well endowed or 

not, but whether it is 
"salty" or not. 

Pastors, leaders, and members o f 
small churches, take heart. The influence 
of your church within your community 
can be in marked disproportion to 
your average attendance. It is "Not by 
might nor by powe1; but by my Spirit,'' 
says the Lord Almighty (Zech. 4:6) . 

Ah! Here is the secret: "by my Spirit," 
says the Lord Almighty. He made the dif
ference-to a handful o f despondent 
discip les of Jesus and the infant Church. 
He still makes the difference to individual 
lives and to churches smalJ or large. 

Churches led by the Spirit have a 
sal ty influence. Churches- small and 
large- filled with the Spirit have 
mustard-seed impact. Your church and 
mine, if it lives in the Spirit, will be like 
yeast in the bread mix. 

So, sprinkle salt wherever you go, 
plant mustard seeds of love . .. and don 't 
forget the yeast ! • 

Stan Baker is the National Superintendent of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Church of Australia. This arti

cle is an excerpt from The Australian Wesleyan. 

www.wesleyan.org 21 



PERS0N h sr1 MO NY 

By faith, like Susanna 
Wesley, we can choose 
to accept that God is 
worthy to be trusted and 
knows what He is doing. 

I 
nan interview shortly before his 
death, Charles Schultz, the creator 
of the comic strip "Peanuts," was 
asked, "Why are you stopping?" 
Referring to his ill health that had 

prompted his retirement, he replied, "I 
didn't stop. It was taken away. It was 
taken away." 

I resonated with that statement. 
While what was taken away from me 
was less monumental and didn't make 
the network news; nevertheless, it was 
something I would have liked to con
tinue. At age 68, I felt I could enjoy 
several more years as a Bible study 
leader for our church seniors. One morn
ing, however, a sudden small stroke 
forced me to cut back my activities. 

Job of Bible times must have felt like 
Mr. Schultz. He didn ' t stop fearing God, 
shunning evil, being a successful father, 
a profitable farmer, and a well-known 
landowner. Nor did he stop being a man 
of prayer. Job 1 :5 tells us this was his 
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by Norma Steven 

to 
en 

regular custom . But everything was 
taken away from him, except prayer. 
His response to this perplexing situation 
was: Naked I came from my mother's 
womb, and naked I will depart. The Lord 
gave and the Lord has taken away; may 
the name of the Lord be praised (v. 21 ) . 

It isn't only biblical characters like Job 
and those listed in Hebrews, chapter 11, 
who have faced life 's inequities. When 
Joni Earickson Tada was paralyzed, she 
also could have said, "I didn't stop being 
mobile; it was taken away." But she did
n ' t let " the perplexed affairs of life"-as 
Susanna Wesley once called them-stop 
her from being avai lable to God and seek
ing new direction for her li fe. 

Our son-in-law, who is a pastor, 
found it impossible to continue in a pas
toral ministry when his church board 
made it obv ious that his broad vision 
didn't match theirs of maintaining the 
status quo. He didn 't want to stop. In 
essence , his ministry was taken away. 
And it was a rocky passage for him, his 
wife, and family before he began to 
realize and accept that God knew what 
He was about and had another door for 
him to waJk through by faith. 

I have a friend whose son married his 
childhood sweetheart, only to get home 
from the honeymoon and have his bride 
tell hinn that she didn't want to be mar
ried to him any longer. She confessed 
that she was in love with someone else. 

••• 
He didn 't want to stop beino married 

t:, ' 

but his marriage was taken away. 
All this has drawn my thoughts to 

Jesus, whose earthly ministry was cut 
short at age 33. He loved His personal, 
face-to-face contacts with people . He 
loved serving His disciples. He loved to 
tell stories and heal the sick. With trou
bled hea1t and great sorrow He asked 
His Father to remove the cup of pain He 
was about to experience. Was it only the 
Cross He was dreading? Could some of 
His sorrow have been the pain of leav
ing His beloved disciples and His 
fruitful ministry? It 's easy to forget 
His humanity when we only focus 
on His deity. I believe Jesus greatly 
understands the pain of something 
enjoyable being terminated while 
ahead lies perplexing pain. 

Susanna Wesley 's prayer for the 
perplexed affairs of life goes on to 
thank God for "every occasion on 
which I have found You r strength to be 
made perfect in weakness." So when 
we find the roadblocks of illness 

' 
aging, adverse circumstances, or per-
plexing situations robbing us of our 
present joy, we have a choice. We can 
be resentful and bitter. Or by faith, l ike 
Susanna Wesley, we can choose to 
accept that God is worthy to be trusted 
and knows what He is doing. In the 
process, we will discover 
His strength being made 
perfect in us. • 
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Dr. Rick Gray, associate professor of Christian ministries, and Jason Baxter, a current M.Div. student, share theological insights over coffee. 

theology and coffee 
Preaching the Word. Counseling the troubled. 

Teaching the skeptic. This is the heart of ministry. 

And at Asbury Seminary we know this. 

With classes ranging from New Testament Studies 

to Christian Leadership Development, Asbury 

Seminary faculty are poised to offer practical and 

t hought-provoking training to equip you for ministry. 

From the classroom to the coffeeshop, our faculty 

take time to nurture and support their students. 

At Asbury Seminary we'll offer you relevant and 

revitalizing training as you prepare to work with 

people from all walks of life. Study on one of our 

campuses in Kentucky or Florida. Or take classes on 

our Virtual Campus via the Internet. At Asbury 

Seminary, you'll get the tools you need to be theo

logically grounded, while being spiritually renewed. 

ASBURY 

THEOLOGICAL 

SEMINARY 

From the master of arts to the Ph.D. in Intercultural 
Studies, Asbury Seminary offers a variety of degrees for 
those pursuing numerous ministry opportunities. For more 
information on Asbury Seminary's offerings contact the 
admissions deportment at 1-800-2AS8UHY or email at 
adml'ssfons_affice@asburysemfoary.edu. Or look us 
up on the web at www.asburyseminary.edu. 

KENTUCKY CAMPUS: 

204 N. Lexington Avenue, Wilmore, KY 40390-1199 
FLORIDA CAMPUS: 

8401 Valencia College Lane, Orlando, FL 32825 
VIRTUAL CAMPUS: 

www.asburyseminary.edu/virtual.htm 



It's no wonder our students are so well prepared 

for challenges of the real world. From day one at 

a Wesleyan college, they are exposed to the highest 

quality teaching. Wesleyan professors teach from a 

distinctly Christian worldview in small, highly 

energized classes. Eighty-five percent hold doctorates; 

they are experts in their fields. And what's amazing, 

you're just as likely to find these master teachers in 

freshman classes as you are in upper-level courses. 

Caring faculty, teaching in a challenging Christian 

environment - that's one advantage, a life-changing 

advantage, of a Wesleyan education. 

A Wesleyan Education 
Education with a higher purpose. 

BETHANY BIBLE 
COLLEGE 
Sussex, New Brunswick 
Canada 
506-432-4400 
w,vw.bethany-ca.edu 

HOUGHTON COLLEGE 
Houghton, NY 
800-777-2556 
www.houghton.edu 

INDIANA WESLEYAN 
UNIVERSITY 
Marion, IN 
800-332-6901 
www.indwes.edu 

OKLAHOMA WESLEYAN 
UNrYERSITY 
Bartlesville, OK 
800-468-6292 
www.okwu.edu 

SOUTHERN WESLEYAN 
UNrYERSITY 
Central, SC 
800-CU-AT-SWU 
www.swu.edu 
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Building Faith is a comprehensive approach to discipleship. 

Designed to start new converts on the exciting journey of 

growth, Building Faith will strengthen all believers with new 
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classes, discipleship groups, or individual reading. 
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by Norman G. Wilson, General Editor 

Brand Loyalty 
I was raised in a family that had intense brand loyalty 

when it came to automobiles. Of course, back then 
there were not as many choices as we have today. 

Chevy and Ford were the leading contenders. For fear of 
al ienating those who were raised in the same kind of 
loyal environment, I won't say which of the two was 
our favorite. Brand loyalty spread to other purchases as 
well: G.E. appliances, Sears and Roebuck clothing, 
breakfast cereal by Kellogg. We got our bread from the 
Freihoffer's bakery truck and our groceries from A&P. 
Our shopping day alliances were well established. 

During the 1960s and '70s, as the choices began to 
broaden, brand loyalties began to fade. New technology 
brought greater options. Quantity entered the decision
making process, competing alongside cost or quality. 
And soon, the car lots and store 

Pilgrim Holiness Church-culminated several important 
unions between groups, missions, and churches holding 
Wesleyan-Arminian beliefs. Its revivals and social action 
helped to challenge the slave trade in America, and car
ried Christ 's message globally. It still impacts the world 
with vision and new technologies, while holding to the 
Scriptural truths which shaped it. 

My first visi t to a Wesleyan church was when I was 
two weeks old; my most recent visi t was last Sunday. But 
my denominational allegiance is not based on narrow
minded sectarianism, or a tie to tired traditions. When 
I "put away childish things," I surrendered the 11a·1ve 
notion that only Wesleyans were going to heaven. And, 
traditions to one generation are only innovations of previ
ous generations. My loyalty is, rather, a considered 

choice based on a number of factors. 
First, I enthusiastically share its beliefs. aisles were fil led with choices. But 

the Chevy and Ford folks ,u·e still out 
there; and some of them are as loyal 
as ever. 

My fam ily had a church loyalty, 
too. There simply was no church 
like our church, and no denomina
tion like our denomination. My 
family tree has branches that gave 
sacrificial and dedicated service to 

Its commitment to a "Shock 
and Awe" campaign to keep 

people from suffering an eternity 
apart from the Savior is one to 
which I have wi llingly given 

my life and ministry. 

The Wesleyan Church has preached-and 
still preaches-a definitive answer to the 
world 's questions about character, calling, 
and commitment. Its message of Spirit
empowered holy living is highly relevant 
in this "anything goes" atmosphere. 

Second, I am proud of its past. In an 
age when ethnic cultures seek justice and 

it. My parents, unc les, aunts , cousins, siblings (and their 
children) gave-and continue to give- their best efforts 
to promote both its doctrines and its ministries. 

Of course, there are as many church options as there 
are car choices these days. On any given weekend, 
parishioners can choose between a plethora of church 
properties and programs-from storefront church 
plants to mainline Crystal Cathedrals-from piano- led 
worship to computer-programmed productions, and from 
sanctuary to cyber congregations. "Chevy and Ford" 
denom inations have given way to new spiritual "S uper 
Stores," which send new millennium saints scun-ying to 
find the best "all-under-one-roof' option for joining 
hands and hearts in corporate worship. 

One brand loyalty which I still maintain is church loy
alty. The Wesleyan Church, to which I belong, looks to 
its past with pride, and to its future with promise. The 
merger in 1968-of the Wesleyan Methodist and the 

equal ity for all , I am delighted to be a 
part of a Church that was involved in the earliest human 
rights struggle. My heroes from our past sacrificed their 
very li ves for the spiritual and pol itical freedom of all of 
those for whom Clu·ist d ied. My colleagues today are no 
less committed to the Great Commission than they. 

T hird, I'm brand loyal because of my Church 's com
mitment to global evangelism. I am impressed that it is 
more concerned wi th communicating its message, than in 
preserving spiritual relics. The Church's spiritual battle
ground for the souls of men and women, boys and girls, 
has no parameter. Its commitment to a "Shock and 
Awe" campaign to keep people from suffering an eternity 
apart from the Savior is one to which I have willingly 
given my life and ministry. 

My family does not give exclusive allegiance to a 
Chevy or Ford anymore-and neither do I. But I have the 
same brand loyalty when it comes to my Church. • 



Wesleyan 
Lile 

We're happy to bring you this 

special issue of The Wesleyan 
Advocate . 

Wesleyan Life is both an overview 
of The Wesleyan Church's worldwide 
ministries and a directory of its serv
ices. From its struggles to preserve 
human rights during the days of the 
underground railroads, to its current 
endeavors to increase the kingdom of 
Christ through its international outreach 
and discipleshjp, The Wesleyan Church 
has enthusiastically and energetically 
responded to its biblical calling. 

Its message emphasizes the possibil
ity of living a life of character and 
commitment in the present age by the 
power and presence of the Holy 
Spirit. Its mi ssion is to reach those who 
are searching, encourage those who are 
despafring, and care for those who are 

hurting. And its method is to utilize 
the skills of its dedicated clergy and 
laypersons to influence local and 
global commuruties with the gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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He is the image of the invisible God, the.firstborn over all creation. For by him all things 

were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers 

or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him ... For God 

was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him (Co1ossians 1: 15, 16, 19). 

THE MISSION 
of 

The Wesleyan Church 

ro EXALT JESUS CHRIST BY: 

Evangelizing the Lost 
Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation 

(Mark 16: 15). 

Discipling the Believers 
We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all 

wisdom, so that we may present everyone pe,fect in Christ 
(Colossians l :28). 

Equipping the Church 
rnstead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up 
into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. From hin1 the whole 
body, j oined and held together by every supporting ligament, 
grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work 

(Ephesians 4: 15,16). 

Ministering to Society 
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because 
rhey were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 
Then he said to his disc iples, "The harvest is plentiful but the 

workers are few. Ask the lord of the harvest, therefore, 
to send out workers into his harvest field" (Matthew 9:36-38). 
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OUR CORE VALUES 
The following are terms descriptive of who Wesleyans are and 

why they do what they do . They describe the "soul" of the 
Church. They are the core values, because they are at the center, 
as primary motivations for all Wesleyans do. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

BIBLICAL AUTHORITY: The Bible is the 
highest source of written authority for God 's plan for His 
people; it reveals how to live out that plan, individually and 
corporately. Beliefs, practices, and priorities are to be 
anchored in clear biblical teachings. 

CH RISTLI KEN ESS: Jesus Christ is the defining 
feature of God's will for all humankind. In Christ is found the 
highest and most practical meaning and clearest example for 
holy living or godliness. Christ is both example and strength as 
Wesleyans pursue integrity, excellence, fai th, hope, and love. 

DISCIPLE-MAKI NG: Making disciples is a clear 
mandate from Christ. This requires a strong focus on evangel
ism and training in spiritual growth and holy living. Done 
effectively, this will produce and promote growth and health 
in and among the churches. 

LOCAL CHURCH CENTERED: The denomi-
nation exists to serve local congregations. Local churches are 
the most fundamental and strategic points of evangelism and 
discipleship. The challenge of the denomination is to keep find
ing the best ways to serve and strengthen congregations. 

5 SERVANT LEADERSHIP: Wesleyans respect 
• leadership that is placed over them, while realizing that the 

authority and effectiveness of spiritual leadership is not pri
marily bestowed, but earned and manifested by a loving and 
willing heart of obedience that serves God and mankind 

6 
gladly. Wesleyans desire to be leaders in serving .. 

u N ITY IN DIVE RS ITY: There is intrinsic value 
1 in every person. Unity becomes all the more important and beau

tiful in light of the wide ranges of difference in personality, 

7. 
culture, race, talents, and perspectives. Loving each other elimi
nates devaluation and deprivation of life to one another. 

CULTURAL RELEVANCE: Wesleyans are 
called to keep serving the present age. The Church respects 
and builds on its past, without becoming its slave. Wesleyans 
are "culture informed" for the sake of reaching people for 
Christ, but not "culture captives," in the sense of surrendering 
core values, beliefs, and behaviors. 

www.wesleyan.org 5 



Find what you're 
looking for ... 



by H.C. Wilson 

JohnWeslev 
CELEBRATING 

30 0 years since his birth 
on June 17, 1703 ... 

J ohn Wesley was the fifteenth child 
of Rev. Samuel and Susanna Wesley. 
He was the grandson of Dr. Samuel 

Annesley who was referred to as the "Saint 
Paul of the non-conformjsts." Wesley was 

saved from a burning house when he was only 
six years of age and considered by his parents 

to be a burning stick snatched from the fi,-e 
(Zee. 3:2c). 

At seventeen, he was elected to Christ Church 
ColJege at Oxford. Wesley received his 
bachelor's degree in 1724, and was ordained 
by the Church of England in 1725. He 
received his master 's degree in 1727. 

Wesley became a part of the "Holy Club," as it was called in derision, in 1729. 
On May 24, 1738, in the now-famous meeting on Aldersgate Street, he received 
the witness of the Spirit while Luther's preface to Romans was be ing read. His 
heart was "strangely warmed," as he would later describe it. 

Wesley clearly possessed a boundless energy level. It is estimated that he 
traveled 226,000 miles and preached 46,000 times. After traveling some 12- 14 
hours one day-involving two mail caniages, one horse, and a flooded river
he finally reached hi s home at Epworth at about 10 P.M. and noted in his journal: 
"I was little more tired than when I rose in the morning." 

Wesley's preaching was obviously anointed by the Holy Spiri t. Speaking about 
God's anointing on his messages he said, " It is indeed a gift of God, and cannot 
be attained by all the efforts of nature and art united." 

John Wesley's approach to life was invigorating. At fifty-two years of age he 
said, "By the grace of God, I never fret; I repine at nothing ; I am discontented 
with nothing ... I see God sitting upon His throne, and ruling all things well." 

Was he perfect in any absolute sense? No. Was he always right? No. Do we 
worship Wesley? No. He may well have been a saint. He was not God. But he 
was used of God. It is reported that in 1889, the Methodists worldwide 
equaled in number the total population of England in Wesley's day. 

And he speaks to us yet today. By example. With inspiration. With 
conviction. Powerful ly. In his sermons. In his journal. In the books o thers 
have written about him. I, for one, want to listen. • 

TWA I June 2003 

- H.C. Wilson 
District S uperintendent of the 

Atlantic District of The Wesleyan Church 

John Wesley ministered in astounding 

ways. going where the church and civic 

politics of the day forbade. but where a 

Higher Authority called-into the fields 
and among the poor, where tens of 

thousands would assemble to gladly hear 
the gospel. He taught them how to read 

and how to budget their money. provided 

food and medicine. and taught them that 

God had graced them with dignity and 

equality with all people. regardless of 

what the system said or did to them. 

As a result. he and his brother. Charles. 

often were accused of stimulating 

revolution among the lower classes. 

The brothers were forced to appear 

before the courts to account for their 

actions. 1101 unlike Jesus and the 

Christians of the first century. While 

honoring the government. Wesley 

never allowed politics to hinder his 

actions on behalf of the needy. 

What may we glean from John 

Wesley and his relationship with poli

tics'? First. we are lo pray for and lend 

our support to our elected officials. 

They are accountable to God, and we 

are sent by God to pray for them that 

His will be done on earth. Second. we 

are to declare our primary allegiance 

to God. Our real citi::.enship is in 

heaven (Php. 3:20: I Pe. I: I: 2:9-

11 a). We are to be free to move about 

freely as God's citizens of change and 

grace. not aligning ourselves too 

closely with any party or institution 

that would subtly ask us to compro

mise our allegiance to God's values 

and the needs of the poor. Third. we 

should make concerted efforts to iden

tify with and help the poor of our land. 

A true holiness message proclaims the 
hope of transforming grace for the 

hopeless, not merely 
forgiveness of sins. 

-David Higle 
Sussex. NB Canada 
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amily is important to The Wesleyan Church. 
Its programs reflect a concern for people of 
each gender and every generation. From its 

dynamic children and youth ministries to its programs 
for mature adults, it seeks to provide resources for 
spiritua l and social enrichment, and to help its 
constituency reach t heir greatest spiritua l potential. 

And that group of men nailing roofing shingles to 
a Wesleyan church under construction in your com
munity could very well be a volunteer group from the 
men's organization of the denomination. Their t imes 
of fellowship, short-term miss ions trips, and church
wide work projects give them a sense of community, 
and provide mentoring opportunities for the younger 
men in their organization. 

The Church also understands that families often 
consist of one person. Its outreach and fellowship for 
singles of all ages is integral to its min istry. 
Networking with other singles ministries, providing 
elective study materials, projects, meetings, and con
ventions lets singles know that their denomination is 
concer~d wit eir personal develop t. 

thee 
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OUR STRUCTURE 
The Wesleyan Church operates democratically 

according to its Constitution, found in The Discipline, 
which is its book of basic laws and policies. The Church 
operates on the following three levels: 

Each local church is organized with its own pastor, 
officers, local board of administration, and committees. 
Official meetings of the covenant members to conduct busi
ness are called local church conferences. The local church 
conference is responsible for calling or renewing the call of 
the pastor, electing officers and church board members, 
adopting plans for the coming year, and electing delegates 
to represent the church at the annual district conference. 
Local churches direct their own affairs within the bounds of 
denominational doctrines and procedures. 

Each district conference is composed of the ministers 
who are members of that district and an equal number of 
lay persons elected from the local churches. The district 
conference meets annually to hear reports, adopt plans and 
budget for the coming year, ratify appointments of pastors 
called to the local churches, approve ministerial candidates 
for licensing and ordination, elect a district board of admin
istration to oversee district affairs between conferences, 
and elect delegates to the general conference. 

The general conference meets once every four years 
to review the work of the entire denomination. Its voting 
membership is composed of lay and ministerial delegates 
from each district, the Board of General Superintendents, 
members of the General Board, and General Administrative 
Council. It receives reports from the leaders, districts, and 
institutions of the Church and elects denominational offi
cials and the General Board. The general conference 
approves changes to the Church's Constitution, which 
must then be ratified by the district conferences. 

THE WESLEYAN CHURCH 
STATISTICAL INFORMATION 

Church Membership 128,991 300,114 

Total Numbers of Churches 1,706 4,172 

Avg. Primary Worship 207,965 357,357 

Combined Total of Ordained 
Ministers, Licensed Ministers, 
Commissioned Ministers. 
Commissioned Workers. 
and Min sterial Students 4,788 10,539 

Mumber of Countries Where 
The Wesleyan Church Is 
Represented Over 70 

Total Value of 
Al l ChurchProperty S984, 196,524 S1 ,045.601, 786 

ADMINISTRATIVE AREA ASSIGNMENTS 
2000-2004 QUADREN NIUM 

SOUTH CENTRAL AREA-
Dr. Earle L. Wilson, General Superintendent 
Florida Pacific: 
Greater Ohio 
Illinois 
lndiana Central 
Indiana North 
lndiana South 
Kentucky 
South Carolina 
South Coastal 
Tennessee 

Institutions 

Australia 
Bougainvi lle 
Papua New Guinea 

Caribbean: 
Caribbean PGC 
Haiti 
Puerto Rico 

International Center 
Communications 
Education & the Ministry 

Western Asia: 
India Central 
India East 
India West 
Mongolia 
Myanmar 
Nepal 
Pakistan 
Sri Lanka 

Asbury Theological Seminary 
Hephzibah Children's Home 
Indiana Wesleyan University 

Sunday School & Discipleship Ministries 
The Youth Department 

Southern Wesleyan University 
Wesleyan Bible Conference Association 
World Hope International 
World Methodist Council 

WEST CENTRAL AREA-
Dr. Thomas E. Armiger, General Superintendent 
Colorado/Nebraska Eastern Asia: 
Dakota Cambodia 
East Michigan 
Iowa/Minnesota 
Kansas 
North Michigan 
Northwest 
Pacific Southwest 
Texas/Louisiana 
Tri-State 
West Michigan 
Wisconsin 

Institutions 
Christian Holiness Partnership 
Oklahoma Wesleyan University 

EASTERN AREA-

Indonesia 
Japan 
Korea 
Korea Yeon Hap 
Philippines GC 

lmernational Center 
Evangelism & Church Growth 
Wesleyan Investment Foundation 
Wesleyan Medical Fellowship 
Wesleyan Women 
WNAM 
World Missions 

Dr. David W. Holdren, General Superintendent 
Atlantic EuroP-l<: 
Central Canada Albania 
Central New York British Isles 
Chesapeake Croatia 
Eastern NY/ Czech 

New England 
North Carolina East 
North Carolina West 
Penn-Jersey 
Shenandoah 
Western New York 
Western Pennsylvania 

Institutions 
American Bible Society 
Bethany Bible College 
Houghton College 
National Association of Evangelicals 

Germany 
Russia 

International Center 
Estate & Gift Planning 
General Publisher 
General Secretary 
General Treasurer 
Wesleyan Pension Fund 

Americas: 
Brazil 
Chile 
Colombia 
Costa Rica 
Cuba 
Dominican Rep 
Ecuador 
Guatamala 
Guyana 
Honduras 
Mexico 
Nicaragua 
Panama 
Peru 
Suriname 
Venezuela 

Africa: 
Liberia 
Mozambique 
S icrra Leone 
Southern Africa 
Swaziland 
Zambia 
Zimbabwe 
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eadership is key to an organization fulfilling its mission and 
purpose. Guiding the various worldwide ministries of The 
Wesleyan Church are its spiritual and administrative leaders, 

the Board of General Superintendents. 
Their tasks are many. Serving Wesleyans around the world, they 

are not only responsible for supervising the work of the World 
Headquarters; they also oversee the global ministries of the Church. 

Whether visiting a new district overseas, chairing the annual 
conferences in one of the 34 North American districts (Wesleyan 
churches within a region), dedicating a new building, or supervising 
the ministries of 13 General Officers and their Departments, the 
Board of General Superintendents is concerned with the spiritual, 
numerical, and financial growth of the denomination. 

The Wesleyan Church leaders focus on more than programs and 
property, however. Their main concern is people-bringing them to 
Christ, building them up in their faith, and finding places of service 
for them. 

So important is trained leadership to the Church, that it has a 
full-time Director to provide resources and supervise the leader
ship development of its clergy and laity. Over 1500 are committed 
to being part of a training, mentoring, or coaching commun ity, 
called the Leadership Development Journey, to sharpen adminis
trative and ministerial skills in preparing to meet the demands of 
the new millennium. 

The Wesleyan Church identifies w ith the scripture: From him 
the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting 
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its 
work ( Eph. 4:16). • 

The Leadership Development Journey 
is an initiative of The Wesleyan Church with the goal 

- to raise the quality of leadership throughout the Church, and 

-to identify and equip a new generation of leaders God can use 

to advance His church. 

• Methodologies being implemented include: 
peer mentoring groups, peer coaching, consulting teams, teaching churches, 

and model churches. 

• Approximately 1,500 ministers have committed themselves to grow personalJy 

and professionally through 250 peer mentoring groups. 

"I confess; I am a convert. I have become a staunch believer in the power and 
privilege of a mentoring group. What it bas done for me and those in our group is 

dynamic. It is a new discovery of ministry that enables me to invest in others and 

be enriched and enhanced by them. Mentoring groups are for me." 

-Dr. Harry Wood, DS Penn-Jersey District 
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1elp people to • • • 

' ' and Live Upward 
Today, more than ever before, your Sunday 

;chool & Discipleship Ministries have the 
)pportunity of lifting and pointing people 
Jpward. The Building People Strategy calls 
:his evangelism component Sharing Love. 

The number one reason people attend a 
:lass or group is for relationships. It is in this 
·elationship-based environment of Christian love 
that people can discover and practice faith. 

To assist teachers, Sunday School superin
tendents, and pastors, Sunday School & 
Discipleship Ministries partners with 16,000 
: lasses and groups to focus one week out of 
:!ach year on evangelism. This unique empha
;is is called Heaven Week. Join with 
thousands of classes and groups October 5-12, 
2003, for a week focused on 
reaching the lost. 

• • • Reach Outward to 
Minister to Those in Need 

Ministry is one of the significant milestones in the discipleship journey. 
re are many needs all around us. Churches that utilize the Building 
ple Strategy are taught clearly to follow Christ's example. This 

nlstry component is called Serving Like Christ. 
Every student, teacher, class, and group is challenged to follow the 
ster's model. Practical ideas, programs, and targeted resources 

j'ect people as they pursue a lifestyle of service. 
All of our Sunday School & Discipleship Ministries intentionally 
ve this ministry concept throughout our full complement of resources, 

n'icutum, programs, events, and emphases. Whether it's BYF, Family 
l!.lfe, Day Care/Day Schools, Wesley Curriculum, Building People Strategy, 

utldlng Kids Express, or any other of the more than 25 offerings 
oduced or provided through Sunday School & Discipleship Ministries. 

.•• Move Forward With· Vision and 
Passion to Develop Into a Spiritual Leader 

Other outreach targeted 
resources include the Building 
Kids Express web site, the 
f-low to Lead series, and a 
resource that specially 
:!mphasizes starting new 
groups called Plant-a-Class. 

Everyone needs to move forward! But forward movement doesn't just happen. It must 
be an intentional process. This process, called discipleship, begins in a protected environment 
called a class or group. Leaders/teachers are identified, mentored, taught, and developed. 
This component of Building People is called Sending Leaders. 

Our goal is to come alongside Sunday Schools and churches to supplement their vision 
and passion to develop more and better disciples into true servant leaders. 

In order to accomplish this process, the Building People Strategy is being taught each year 
to an ever-enlarging group of teachers and leaders. This past year, more than 1,739 people 
were exposed to this mobilization process. 

The primary vehicle for leadership/teacher training is known as the Building People 
Depot. The depot is a multilevel, multi-delivery system for mobilization. We actively 
involve our Singles Ministries in this process . 

• • • Fotus Inward on Real Life Issues and Their Solutions 
Every life is shaped by some value system. We know that lives should be shaped by God's Word. Our goal is to help individ

uals, classes, groups, teachers, and leaders to know and apply the Bible to life. We spend the majority of our time and budget 
developing resources and emphases that are transformational in nature. This discipleship component is known as Shaping Lives. 

A brand new day has dawned for Sunday School & Discipleship resources in The Wesleyan Church. The recently introduced 
series is called the Building Faith Series. The first four books are titled Knowing Christ: believing, Growing in Christ: becoming, 
Connecting to Christ: belonging, and Reflecting Christ: being. More than 33 contributing writers bring life to the Building Faith 
Series. Each of the books emphasizes Bible study, Scripture memorization, journal writing, prayer, and meditation. 

Our own Wesley Curriculum is a biblically appropriate spiritual diet. The Wesley Adult Series engages the service of 
writers from a pool of more than three hundred people. To develop one lesson with its five companion pieces requires an 
investment of almost one hundred hours from start to finish. 

Other real-life solution resources and emphases include Friendship Curriculum, BKEx, Pentecost Sunday, and Free 
Resources partnership. 

www. wesleyan • org/ssd 



wo, three, four, twelve per
sons or more. On almost any 
day of the week you'll fi nd a 

group of Wesleyans gathered w ith 
a Bible in their hands, for a time of 
study and Christ-centered f riend
sh ip. The aroma of fresh coffee may 
permeate the classroom, living 
room, or kitchen w here they meet, 
but the fragrance of Christian f el
lowship is the most noticeable. 

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS 
The Baxter fami ly was inv ited to 

a small group meeting by their 
friends, t he Andersons. Both cou
ples, in their middle ages, had much 
in common. Flea markets. Concerts. 
A cruise. But, for the Baxters, there 
was sti ll something missing. 'There 

was a spiritual emptiness," they say. 
The Andersons' invitation to a meet
ing at t heir church made t he Baxters 
curious-especial ly when their 
friends told them that Bible study 
would be the focus of t he meeting. 

"We were pleasant ly surprised. 
There weren't any stuffed sh irts 
there. Only sincere and caring peo
ple who felt comfortable going t o a 
church meeting in casual clothes." 

GROWING IN FAITH 
The Baxters found what t hey 

were looking for: a faith to hold 
them in uncertain t imes. Their 
response to the pastor's inv itation 
t o receive Christ during a worsh ip 
service at the church the next 
Sunday was just t he beg inning. 
Now, they wou ld need to know 
how to grow in their faith. The 
Andersons, a single young man, and 
anot her older couple fo rmed the 
nucleus of their group that wou ld 
meet over the next six weeks to 
study the Bible together, discuss 

the importance of their fait h at 
work and in t he home, and have 
some great times, laughing and 
sharing coffee and snacks. 

EQUIPPING THE CHURCH 
Whether in home Bible stud ies 

or in onsite Christian education 
classes, Wesleyans seek to learn 
more about God's Word and how it 
app lies to their da ily liv ing. From its 
very beginnings, The Wes leyan 
Church has always expressed itself 
in its writ ings. Many of its found ing 
fathers and mothers were prolific 
w ri ters, whose books and messages 
helped to promote t he revivalism of 
t he late 1800s and early 1900s. Its 
beliefs were f irst published in its 
earliest newspaper, "The True 
Wesleyan." Today, t hey are fea
tured in t he denomination 's 
magazine, The Wesleyan Advocate. 

The Church's heritage of writing 
and publish ing continues. With its 
own publi shing house, it seeks to 
provide books and curricul um that 
promote holy living. Whether it's 
the release of a Bible commentary 
series or a new inspirati onal book, 
The Wes leyan Church wants its 
"frontline sold iers" t o be ful ly 
equipped to impact t heir cu lt ure. • 



The Wesleyan Church, on the general and district levels, 
envisions its task to be: 

Equipping and empowering churches 

for Great Commission ministries 

in the spirit of the Great Commandment. 

ABOUT US 
The Wesleyan Church is an evangelical, 

Protestant denomination organized for 
worldwide outreach. We offer the good 

news that faith in Jesus Christ makes possible 
a wonderful personal relationship with God, 
a holy life empowered by His Spirit for witness 
and service, and assurance of eternal life in 
heaven. Our name is in honor of John Wesley, 
the founder of Methodism, whose emphasis on a 
life of faith, self-discipline, and perfect love is 
our example. 

There are currently over 4, 170 Wesleyan churches 
in over 70 countries worldwide. In the United 
States and Canada alone, there are over 1,700 
local congregations. 

1WA I June 2003 

WHAT WE 
BELIEVE 

Wesleyans believe in one God, who is 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and the 

Savior of all men and women who 
put their faith in Him alone for eternal life. 

We believe that those who receive new life in 
Christ are called to be holy in character and 
conduct, and can only live this way by being 

filled with the Lord's Spirit. We believe in the 
Bible and seek to establish our faith and 

actions on its teachings. We believe God wills 
for people everywhere to know Him and that 

the purpose of the Church is to tell the 
world about Christ through its worship, 

witness, and loving deeds. 

www.wesleyan.org 15 



The Wesleyan Investment Foundation was 

established in 1959 to assist Wesleyan churches 

with property purchases and building projects. 
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irst Wesleyan Church had 
quickly outgrown its building. 
When they added a contem-

porary worship service to their 
schedule, several new young families 
started to attend. And they brought 
their friends! 

" It was a great addition," Pastor 
Jeff commented. "When the new 
families started attending, excite
ment carried over to the traditional 
service. Now, both services were 
showing gains." 

RESPONDING TO GROWTH 
But even growth creates chal

lenges. The nursery was crowded. 
"The foyer sometimes resembled the 
checkout lanes at a discount store 
during a sale," the pastor added. 
"And the parking lot was a constant 
traffic jam!" 

Thanks to investments by mem
bers and friends of The Wesleyan 
Church, the denomination's lending 
institution can provide affordable 
financing to its local churches. And 
the investment pays off for the 
investor as well. The Church's 
"savings and loan" gives 
interest returns that are 
equal to, and sometimes 
greater than, the 
financial 

institutions 
in their own 
community. 

It wasn't long before 
First Wesleyan Church 
was worshiping in a brand new 
facility, with cutting-edge media 
technology, a gymnasium for youth 
or family events, and more than 
adequate classroom space. 

FINANCES AND BEYOND 
The w ise use of God 's resources 

in building His kingdom through the 
ministries of The Wesleyan Church 
is paramount to its growth. For 
example, Tim Shaffer's Bible study 
had their usual Saturday outing. 
With garbage bags in hand, they 
headed for "their highway." The 
group from a Wesleyan church in 
the west had "adopted" a stretch of 
t he interstate near their facility. 
Their actions reflect the concern of 
their denomination. The Wesleyan 
Church believes that every Christian 
is a steward (manager) of God 's 
resources. 

... 

.. 
• 

But t hat 
stewardship goes 
beyond tidying up a roadway. It also 
includes the faithfu l managing of 
individual gifts-including one's 
time, talent, and treasure. Its stan
dard of measurement for managing 
the gifts comes from the Bible itself. 
Bring the whole tithe into the store
house, that there may be food in my 
house. "Test me in this," says the 
Lord Almighty, "and see if I will not 
throw open the floodgates of 
heaven and pour out so much 
blessing that you will not have 
room enough for it"(Mal. po). 

They not on ly use the "tithe" prin
ciple in their giving; they also give of 
their time and talents in ministry. 
From serving in the choir or praise 
team, to teaching a class, to organiz
ing work teams, to being an usher or 
greeter, the skills of Wesleyans are 
joyfully used in ministry. 

GROWING AND SERVING 
By way of audio and visual 

instruction, seminars, and yearly 
stewardship emphases, new and 
growing Christians are being taught 
to make wise stewardship decisions 
that wi ll not only impact them per
sonal ly, but wil l also help their local 
church. 

Tim Shaffer's class wasn't just 
picking up roadside trash; they were 
exercising their spiritua l gifts and 
developing their stewardship in 
keeping w ith God 's Word, at the 
same time. • 
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WORLD HOPE 

Yes, I want to help take hope to others suffering from war & disaster! 

Name------- ------------ Phone _______ _ 
Address ____________________________ _ 

City __________________ State _ __ Zip _ _ _ _ _ 

Enclosed is my tribute gift of: 

_$1,000 _$500 _$250 _$ 100 _$50 $ ____ (amount). 

• To give immediately, call 
888-466-4673 with your 
credit card information. 

• All gifts are tax deductible 
and receipts will be sent. 

• Make checks payable to 
World Hope lntemational. 

• Visa, Mastercard and 
American Express accepted. 

Credit Card Number ------------------ Exp. ___ _ 

Signature of Card Holder ______________________ _ 

• 888-466-HOPE (4673) 



I have learned that true Christianity consists, not in 
a set of options, or of forms and ceremonies, but in 

holiness of heart and life. 
-John Wesley 

You can be free from the guilt of 
your past and have an assuring 
hope for the future. T he Bible con
tains some practical steps of faith. 

:tep One: Acknowledge your past. 

or all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
(God (Rom. 3:23). Agree with God ("con
:ss" means to agree with) that your life of 
:bellion, against His will and His Word, is 

n. "Repent" means to be sorry enough to 
llit sinning and turn to a new life. 

:tep Two: Invite the Lord Jesus Christ 
1to your life. To all who received Him, to 

iose who believed in His name, He gave 

ie right to become children of God (John 
: 12). Invite Him to be the Master of your 
fe. Just as we have a chronological birth

ay, we can have a spiritual birthday. We 
m be "born again" by trusting Christ to 

)me into our lives. Here's a sample prayer: 
Lord Jesus, I admit that I have sinned 

gainsr You. I am son y for my sin and I trust 

?u to forgive me. Come into my life and help 

te to serve You all the days of my life. Amen. 

Step Three: Trust God's promise of 
forgiveness. If we confess our sins, He is 

faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 
and purify us fro m all unrighteousness 
( I John I :9). Stand on the promise of the 

Bible. God cannot lie. If He says that your 
past is forgiven- IT IS! 

Step Four: Openly declare your new 
relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Whosoever acknowledges Me before men, 
I will also acknowledge him before My 

Father in heaven (Matt. 10:32). Tell some
one else about your decision. Ask the pastor 

about openly declaring your faith. 

Step Five: Grow by reading God's 
Word. like newborn babies, crave 
pure spiritual milk, so that by it 

you may grow . . . (I Pet. 2:2). 

Attend a Bible believing/teaching 
church (such as your local Wesleyan 

church). Get into a Bible study (read the 
Gospel of Mark and then read an additional 
chapter of the Bible each day.) Pray each 

day (in praise and thanksgiving to God, 

confessing personal needs and trusting God 
for the needs of others). 

Let God work a miracle in your life! 

For added information or materials to 
help you with your spiritual growth, contact 
The Wesleyan Advocate. If you have 
Internet access, see The Wesleyan Church's 
web site at www.wesleyan.org and then link 
to the page titled "Knowing For Sure." • 



Hi, my name is Libby. I am ten years old and I live at Hephzibah Children's 
Home. When I came to Hephzibah I was so scared. I had never been away from my 
mom until one evening when the police came to my house and took me and my two 
brothers. I didn't know why they were taking us, but I couldn't do anything about it. 
Later they said my mom mistreated me and that the way my morn's boyfriend treated 
me was abuse. That night they took me to a foster home, they said I would only be 
there a little while. The very next week I was sent to a place called Hephzibah. All I 
know is it was a long way from my home and I didn't know anyone there. I told them 
I didn't want to go but I had no choice. They put my stuff in a garbage bag and we 
were on our way. When we got to Hephzibah I remember thinking it was pretty here, 
but my heart was pounding so hard and I was afraid of what was going to happen. 

The first day I was at Hephzibah I met my case manager and my house parents. They seemed nice. They told 
me they were glad I was here and would do their best to take care of me. I was still scared. TI1at day I was 
placed in a home with nine other girls. During the night I couldn't go to sleep. I just cried all night. I wanted to 
be with my mommy. I was just afraid. The next day I felt a little better. My house parents took me shopping for 
new clothes, shoes and they bought me a brand new outfit for church. They really seemed to care about me. On 
the way home from shopping the house parents took me to a great place - McDonald's! They let rne order two 
Happy Meals! It was wonderful. 

OUR MISSION: 

The very next week I started to school and rode in the vans with 
the rest of the kids. Now that I've been here almost two years I 
know the routine. Hephzibah's not so bad. I even help the new 
girls to feel better when they come. I tell them no one will hurt 
them anymore. I tell them I really love my house parents and they 
will too. 

Even though I really miss my real mom, I know the people at Hephzibah love me. 
I am not afraid anymore. I feel loved, wanted and important. 

To provide a Christ-centered, safe, and wholesome residential 
environment for at-risk children and young people. 

My goals are to finish school, do better at being a Christian 
and when I grow up I want to be a nurse. Nurses are 

good because they help people feel better. 

O UR VISION: 
Innovative Excellence in Child Care 

SERVICES TO CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE: 
Hephzibah Children's Home now serves more than 70 children and young people 
through the services of three basic programs. 

1. Basic Care Residential Group Home for abused and neglected children ages 6-17 

2. Maternity Home (The Elizabeth Home) for expectant teens up to age 24 

3. Independent Living Program for adolescents ages 18-24 

t 

Contact us: 
See our web page for E-ma 

and further information , 
www.Hephzibah.c01 

Addres 
Hephzibah Children's Horr 

6601 Zebulon Roa 
31220-76C 

Phon 
478-477-33~ 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF ABUSED AND NEGLECTED CHILDREN 



CHILDREN FIND PLACE 
OF LOVING NURTURE 

first learned about The Wesleyan Church when I enrolled 
my child in daycare," Lea Chinolt said. "The daycare program at 
Community Wesleyan is known as one of t he finest in this area." 

The busy professional found a daycare t hat not only cared about 
her ch ild's physica l well-being, but was also concerned about his 
spiri t ual and emotional hea lt h. 

It was after her son's class performed in Community Wesleyan's 
annual Easter pageant t hat Lea started attending the church full 
time. She reca lls, "Through one of the Sunday school classes, I 
found a network of other single moms who not only shared my 
concerns, but also helped me with parenting skills." 

Wesleyans believe that moral and spiritua l character building 
beg ins early. Their Christian education ministries are intentiona l. 
It is w ri tten of Jesus' childhood t hat He "g rew in w isdom and 
stature, and in favor w ith God and men." It's not coi ncidental 
t hat the ministries of the Church focus on t hose areas as well . 

From age-leve l Sunday school curricu lum t hat is inspiring and 
fun, t o excit ing weekly Bible clubs t hat teach social skills along w ith 
spiritual principles, to resourcing for daycares and Christ ian schools, 
The Wesleyan Church is actively and lovingly nurturing those 
whom the Bible says are a "heritage from the Lord." • 
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WOMEN PLAY KEY ROLE 
IN WESLEYAN MINISTRY 

number of seminary st udents in The Wesleyan Church's 
approved seminaries are women. It's not surprising to see 
women in key leadership roles in The Wesleyan Church. 

Throughout its noble history, women have ministered both in full
time vocational ministry and in part-time lay ministry, with great zeal. 

l<im is the thirty-something pastor of a church plant near a 
Native American community. You could say her burden for ministry 
was passed along from her mother, who w as the pres ident of the 
women's auxiliary in her loca l Wesleyan church. l<im went to the 
meetings with her mom. They included a missions emphasis. During 
one of those presentations, l<i m first learned about The Wesleyan 
Church's work w ith Native American peoples. Her heart was 
touched. l<im began to pray for one of the Nat ive American 
pastor families listed on a prayer card. 

When she went to a Wesleyan university, she chose missions 
stud ies as one of her prima ry classes. Later in seminary, l<im went 
on a summer work team to a Wesleyan Native American ministry. 
Her heart was broken by the spiritual hunger of the people she met 
there. The more she prayed about her call t o ministry, t he more she 
was impressed to return some day as a ful l-time minister. 

For over a century, women in The Wesleyan Church have 
impacted their cu lture. Their ministry in the local 

church has resulted in great growth in God's 
kingdom. It's not al l about work, however. 

Wesleyan women network in 
meetings, projects, and 

retreats. They plan com
munity min istries. They 

mentor t heir daugh
ters and 

granddaughters in 
special sem ina rs 
and st udies. And 
t hey seek to make 
the world a better 
place by t heir 
influence and 
their involve
ment. 

l<im and her 
husband, Brad, 

were doing w hat 
God wanted them to 
do. And it wasn't 

long before their 
church became a 
place where many 
lives were touched 
by the gospel 
message. • 
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Dr. Earle L. Wilson Dr. Wilson's office: 317.570.5146 
Board of Dr. Armiger's office: 317.570.5147 www.wesleyan.org/bgs General Superintendents Dr. Thomas E. Armiger 

Dr. David W. Holdren Dr. Holdren's office: 317.570.5148 
fax: 317.570.5255 

E-mail: communications@wesleyan.org 
Communications Norman G. Wilson phone: 317.570.5156 www.wesleyan.org/doc 

fax: 317.570.5260 

E-mail: wesedmin@wesleyan.org 
Education & the Ministry Kerry D. Kind phone: 317.570.5130 www.wesleyan.org/em 

fax: 317.570.5270 

E-mail: stewardshipministries@wesleyan.org 
Estate and Gift Planning Larry J. Moore phone: 317.570.5162 www.wesleyan.org/egp 

fax: 317.570.5273 

Evangelism & 
E-mail: ecg@wesleyan.org www.wesleyan.org/ecg 

Jerry G. Pence phone: 317.570.5125 www.churchfitness.org 
Church Growth fax: 317.570.5265 www.wesleyanmen.org 

www.ministrymates.org 

General Secretary Ronald D. Kelly 
E-mail: generalsecretary@wesleyan.org 

phone: 317.570.5154 www.wesleyan.org/gensec 
fax: 317 .570.5280 

E-mail: trased@wesleyan.org 
General Treasurer Donald M. Frase phone: 317.570.5150 

fax: 317.570.5285 

Sunday School & 
E-mail: sundayschool@wesleyan.org 

Ray E. Barnwell Sr. phone: 317.570.5189 www.wesleyan.org/ssd 
Discipleship Ministries fax: 317.570.5290 

Wesleyan Investment Craig A. Dunn 
E-mail: wif@wesleyan.org 

Foundation phone: 317.570.5136 www.savewithwif.com 
fax: 317.842.6190 

Wesleyan Pension Fund Robert L. Temple E-mail: wpf@wesleyan.org 
phone: 317.570.5131 www.wesleyan.org/wpf 

fax: 317.570.5253 

E-mail: wph@wesleyan.org 
Wesleyan Publishing House Donald D. Cady phone: 317.570.5100 www.wesleyan.org/wph 

phone: 800.493.7539 (sales) 
fax: 800.788.3535 

Wesleyan Women Nancy Heer E-mail: ww@wesleyan.org 
phone: 317.570.5164 www.wesleyan.org/women 

fax: 317.570.5254 

Global Partners/ Donald L. Bray E-mail: globalpartners@wesleyan.org 
Wesleyan World Missions phone: 317.570.5160 www.globalpartnersnet.net 

fax: 317 .570.5256 

The Youth Department Ross A. DeMerchant 
E-mail: youthdepartment@wesleyan.org 

phone: 317.570.5140 www.wesleyan.org/youth 
fax: 317 .570.5257 
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Looking for heroes? 
~.~ 



They are found in the trenches of ministry serving the 
needs of our children and grandchildren. 

the~-

~~Mment 
The Youth Department of The Wesleyan Church 

From one generation to the next, we are in this race to see lives transformed and lead 
developed, through relationships that tell the truth, build the trust, and guard the trea 



ENl.lSJING THE 
NEXT GENERATION 

very four years, over 10,000 Wesleyan teens, 
young adu lts, and their sponsors meet in a 
major city, for a convention. Steve Edmonds has 

been in charge of raising f unds in his loca l church for 
the next convention. Car washes, spaghetti suppers, 
and candy sa les have been made avai lable. And the 
members of Ca lvary Wesleyan Church have responded 
overwhe lmingly. "We've nearly reached our goa l. Over 
forty junior high, high schoolers, colleg ians, and spon
sors w ill be on that bus!" He says, beaming. "The last 
convent ion was terrific! The speakers were great, the 
music rocked, and we met Wesleyan youth from all 
over the world. I can hardly wait!" 

CONFERENCES AND CONVENTIONS 
The Wes leyan Church ca res about every generation, 

and shows it w it h programs and materials t hat meet 
their spiritual needs. But it kr1ows that it must do 
everything it can to enlist and provide for the next 
generation of Wes leyans. 
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\ 
Area ancl genera conventions provide a place w here 

it all comes together, in a weekend of f un, fe llowship, 
and meaningful worship. 

CORE YOUTH LEADERSHIP 
Youth aren't just the Church of the f uture; they are 

taking leadership roles· in Wesleyan congregations today. 
Each Sunday, you'll find dedicated teens and young 
adults assisting in Sunday school and Children's Church 
activities, ushering, singing or playing in t he worship 
t eam, and even directing traffic in the parking lot. 

From t his core yout h leadership, colleges and uni
versities in The Wesleyan Church welcome t hose w ho 
wi ll receive tra ining and opportunit ies for vocationa l 
service in churches, businesses, schools, and communi
ties around the world. 

AN ABUNDANCE OF OPPORTUNITIES 
In the mea ntime, Steve's denomination offers him 

opportunities for friendship with other Christians in 
junior high, high school, and young adult small groups. 
And it also offers opportunities to serve the Lord Jesus 
Christ in short-term work and mission assignments. 

He not on ly raised enough f unds to send his entire 
youth group to a national convention, he responded to 
an altar invitation at the end of a keynote speaker's 
message dur ing that convent ion. There, he dedicated 
his li fe to full-time ministry. 

And just think, it all started with a car wash! • 
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INDIANA PACIFIC 
ATLANTIC CENTRAL SOUTHWEST 
Dr. H.C. Wil son Dr. St even D. Emery Dr. Stephen F. Babby 

CENTRAL CANADA INDIANA PENN-JERSEY 
Rev. Donald E. Hodgins NORTH Dr. Harry F. Wood 

Dr. Harold E. Bardsley 

SHENANDOAH CENTRAL Dr. Harold R. Gunsalus 
NEW YORK INDIANA 
Rev. Way ne B. Wager SOUTH SOUTH CAROLINA Rev. Marvin L. Hughes 

Rev. Robert E. Smith 
CHESAPEAKE 
Rev . Stan Hoover IOWA- SOUTH COASTAL " MINNESOTA Rev. James E. W iggins fil COLORADO- Rev. Rona ld C. Mcc lung 

~;~:~~rris 
TENNESSEE 

KANSAS Dr. Marlin R. Hotle 

DAKOTA TEXAS-LOUISIANA 
Rev. Isaac Smith KENTUCKY Dr. Blai r A. Ritchey 

Rev. Glenn D. Black 

EAST MICHIGAN TRI-STATE 
Rev. Gregory D. Reynolds NORTH Rev. Max A. Co law 

CAROLINA EAST 
EASTERN Rev. Leon E. Thompson WEST MICHIGAN 
NEW YORK/ Rev. Mark Gorveatte 

NEW ENGLAND NORTH 
Dr. Edward E. Lindsey CAROLINA WEST WESTERN 

Rev. Henry D. W ill iams NEW YORK 
FLORIDA Rev. Nei l A. Koppen 
Rev. Jerry D. Rott 

NORTH 
GREATER OHIO MICHIGAN - WESTERN 

Rev. Stephen S. Skinner , PENNSYLVANIA 
Rev. Jeffrey A. Mansel l ~ Rev. Randy A. Swink 

ILLINOIS NORTHWEST 
WISCONSIN Rev. John M. Mills Rev. Jerry Sloan 
Rev. J. Daniel Bickel 
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Every Wesleyan church deserves a tremendous, heartfelt "Thank you!" 
Elf (Educational Institutions Fund) contributions received from every Wesleyan church 
make an eternal difference in the lives of t housands of young people. 
At our colleges, we see lives changed by Jesus Christ every day. 
What a blessing! 

Life Preparation: 

Wesleyan colleges & universities 
Ministerial preparation 
Seminaries 
FLAME (adult education conferences) 

Correspondence program 
District & college institutes 
l oan/Grant scholarships 
Military & civilian chaplaincy endorsements 
Ministerial credentials 
Teens 'N' Talent 
Women in minist ry 
Faculty development 

Our colleges are: 
Bethany Bible College 
in New Brunswick, Canada 

Houghton College 
in Houghton, New York 

Indiana Wesleyan University 
in Marion, Indiana 

Oklahoma Wesleyan University 
in Bartlesville, Oklahoma 

Southern Wesleyan University 

in Central, South Carolina 

Several graduate seminaries are also 

recommended for Wesleyans. 

Check our web site for the links and 

information about all the Department 

ministries listed above. 

- Kerry D. Kind, General Director 



RE C NG 
AND TRAINING 

oyous, handclapping music fills the auditorium. 
Pastor Gomez is joined by an enthusiastic and 
_talented praise team of singers and musicians, in 

leading the Hispanic congregation in worship. Primera 
Iglesia Wesleyana is one of 183 new congregations 
started by The Wesleyan Church in the last four years. 

A COMMITMENT TO GROWTH 
In an era when many denominations have seen 

declines, The Wesleyan Church has experienced 
notable growth. That is partly due to its commitment 
to plant new congregations cross-culturally. Whether 
in retirement communities, city suburbs, or in over
seas developing countries, new Wes leyan churches 
are reaching out to their communities, bringing 
people to Christ, discipling them in their faith, and 
organizing the new Christians into one of 4172 local 
Wesleyan church fellowships. 

CALLED TO THE HARVEST 
The Wesleyan Church has answered the call to train 

laypersons and ministerial candidates who have sprung 
from the church plants, as well as from established 
Wesleyan churches. Ed Spruce was an engineer 
w ith an aeronautical manufacturer. His w ife, 
Bonnie, was a systems analyst in the same com
pany. They started attending a new Wesleyan 
church that meets in a local school. Soon they 
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~ad made a commitment to Christ, and began serving 
in the local church as children's church workers. 
Separately, through personal Bible study, they began 
to sense a call to vocational ministry. 

On the advice of their pastor, they contacted 
The Wesleyan Church about ministry training. They 
learned about the regional, college-level classes that 
were being offered, and signed up. In those classes, 
they met severa l other professionals who were start
i~g a second career-as ministers of the gospel. In 
li_ttle more than 4 '/ 2 years, 598 second-career profes
s1~n.als have answered the call to a new and exciting 
ministry. Now, both Ed and Bonnie are ordained 
ministers, and are serving on the staff of a Wesleyan 
church in the south. 

EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE 
. Over 600 ministerial students are studying fu ll time 
in one of the Church's five colleges and universities, or 
seven approved seminaries. The Wesleyan Church is 
fu lly committed to providing the finest in faculty and 
facilities to train its people to fulfil l the Great 
Commission, in the spirit of the Great Commandment. 
And its modern campuses provide an environment of 
educational excellence mixed with spiritua l nurture, 
in training its students to be their very best. 

Pastor Gomez attended one of the regional 
courses. There, to his surprise, thirty other H ispanic 
classmates were also enrolled in the classes for 

ordination. The Wes leyan Church is 
increasing its borders-and its 

influence-almost eyery week, 
in North America and around 
the world; planting churches, 
discipl ing new believers, and 
providing professional t raining 

for its ministry. • 
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Meet your WPH Representative 
and purchase resources at District events! 

Dennis Bachman• 
Dakota 

Wendell W. Boone 
Wisconsin 

Martha Fulkerson Archie P. Fulkerson, Jr.• 
South Coastal South Coastal 

Robert Callejas 
West Michigan 

Maris Callejas 
West Michigan 

Sharon Hada 
Tri-State 

Cecil Lucas, Jr.• 
Pacific Southwest 

E. Wayne (Ruth) 
Overmeyer 

Indiana North 

Kenneth L Lynn• 
Western Pennsylvania 

D. Steve Pickel* 
South Carolina 

Matthew Mabey• 
East Michigan 

Ernest (Amie) Schenk 
Eastern New York/ 

New England 

Walter E. McKee, Jr.• 
Florida 

David Swisher 
Kansas 

Visit www.wesleyan.org/wph and click on 
WPH on the Road f or the event nearest you. 

Interested in serving as a WPH District Representative? 
Check onl ine for requirements and openings. 

Leroy N. Mead* 
Iowa-Minnesota 

Larry Theiss• 
Chesapeake 

Aaron Mishoe• 
Tennessee 

Not Pictured 

Tony Bye• 
Indiana South 

Rick* & Jacinda Carder 
Illinois 

William Groce• 
Penn-Jersey 

Kerry Jane Gudmunson 
Northwest 

D. Bruce Hopper• 
North Carolina West 

Philip A. Zimmerman• 
Kentucky 

•pastor 

wesleyan 
publishing 
house 

igniting a passion for God in all of life! 



HONORING 
THE MINISTRY 

he Wesleyan Church believes in giving 
"honor to whom honor is due." The Church 
understands that its present ministries 

would not be possible without the outstanding 
service of those who have gone before- pioneers 
of the faith, many of whom lived on meager 
incomes during their active ministry years, and 
supported families as well. Their service in local 
churches, Wesleyan higher education, and mis
sions served as the foundation of the Church's 
global ministries. 

From a pension fund where active or retired 
Christian workers can make financial investments 
and receive supplemental income, t o a Florida 
retirement community, where they have access 
to an affordable rental apartment, leased condo
minium, or home ownership, those who have 
given t hemselves to t he work of Christ's kingdom 
through the ministries of The Wesleyan Church 
are given its heartfelt appreciation. 

And many retired Christian workers are 
now giving their time and talents in volunteer 
ministries. Joe Hobbs is a ret ired minister who 
serves on the staff of a loca l Wesleyan church. 
He is t he v isitation pastor who welcomes the 
church 's new attendees w ith a t elephone call or 
personal visit, represents t he ca ring compassion 
of the church in making his round s in a local 
hospital, or conducts worship services in a 
nursing home. 

Scott and Martha Van Hoven are retired edu
cators w ho are planning t hei r third overseas 
missions t rip. They have a box full of snapshots 
from their previous short-t erm work at a 
Wesleyan hospita l in the Caribbean. 

A former missionary, Sue Reeder is on t he 
Internet almost every day. Her E-mails to 
frontline missionaries serve as a source of 
encouragement to them. She also conducts a 
weekly prayer meeting in her home, where the 
needs of Wesleyan ministries are prayed for 
specifically. 

Some of The Wesleyan Church's finest are 
using their retirement years to further the 
cause of the Lord Jesus Christ. • 
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. . . providing for your retirement income as well as 
pre-retirement benefits of life insurance and disability income 

in addition to the following seminars . . . 

Minister's Tax & Compensation 

Pre-Retirement Planning 

Investment Education 

Financial Planning 

Retirement Education 

WESLEYAN PENSION FUND, INC. 
Robert L. Temple, CIC, CFP™, RFC • Chief Executive Officer 

P.O. Box 50434 • Indianapolis, Indiana 46250 • 317-570-5131 • wpf@wesleyan.org 

D I would like to schedule a seminar or workshop for my church, district or camp meeting. 

D I would like an enrollment packet for The Wesleyan Pension Fund, Inc. 

Name ---------------------------------
Address ---------------------------------
City _ _________________ State _______ Zip ___ _ 

Phone E-mail address --------------- -------------

Please mail to Wesleyan Pension Fund, Inc., P.O. Box 50434, Indianapolis, Indiana 46250. 



OFFICF OF ESTATE o ,.,, l t>L\~INING 

STEWARDSHIP 
MINISTRIES The Office of Estate and Gift Planning, now referred to as Stewardship Ministries, 

is pleased to be a partner in ministry with each of our local churches ... THE WESL EYAN CHURCH 

PO Box 50434 • Indianapolis IN 46250-0430 
317.570.5162 or 800.627.2537 OUR MISSION To help God's people accept the challenge and experience the 

blessing of Biblical Stewardship. S tewardshi pMi nistries@wesleyan.org 
www.wesleyan.org/ egp 

Larry Moore 
General Dirrctor of 

Stewardship Ministries 

Denise Burnett 
Atlmianuatil'r 

Assist.1111 

OUR PASSION To help local churches accomplish the ministry(s) God has 
called them to fulfill through the stewardship of God's people. 

Stewardship Ministries is prepared to assist Wesleyan Pastors 
and lay-people in the following ways: 

1 . Stewardship Training and Discipleship- Our office provides local churches with resources 
designed to assist with an annual Stewardship Emphasis as well as on-going stewardship training and dis
cipleship in order to raise our awareness of, and our commitment to, stewardship in the local church. 
In cooperation with Dr. Stan Toler and co-sponsored by Stewardship Ministries, the Wesleyan Investment 

Foundation, the Wesleyan Pension Fund and the Wesleyan Publishing House, we will be offering "Building 
Kingdom Stewards" seminars to each of our districts beginning September 1, 2003. 

2 . Capital Stewardship Services- Our office has developed a quality, cost effective Capital Stewardship 
Service to assist local churches with their capital fund campaigns. Since this ministry is offered as a serv
ice to the local church and not for the purpose of providing an income for employees of similar third party 
organizations, we believe we are able to make this service affordable for every local church. 

3 . Estate and Gift Planning- Representatives from our office are available to present seminars at 
local churches to assist pastors and lay-people with their Estate and Gift Planning needs. Individuals who 
wish to direct a portion of their estate to benefit the Church will be encouraged to consider the ministry 
of their local church as well as the various Departments and Institutions of The Wesleyan Church. If 
requested we will combine a Life Planning seminar in conjunction with the Estate and Gift Planning sem
inar and provide instruction and encouragement in all areas of stewardship in the life of the believer. 

-----~-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 

Stewardship Ministries Response Card 
Name--------------------------------- ------------- -
Address 
City_~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ State/Province------------ ZIP/Postal Code _ __ _ 

Local Church Name ----------------------------------------
Personal Telephone Number(\-___ _, ________________ E-mail Address:---------------

I would like to receive information regarding the following: 

__ Annual Stewardship Emphasis Resources for our Local Church 
__ Building Kingdom Stewards Seminar for our District 
__ Capital Stewardship Services 

(Our Church/District is considering/will be needing assistance with a Capital Stewardship Campaign within the next year __ next two years _ 
__ Estate and Gift Planning Seminar __ Life Planning Seminar _ _ Financial Planning Seminar 

I would like information regarding a Will _ _ Living Trust _ _ Gift Annuities __ Charitable Trusts 

Ret urn to: Stewardship Ministries • PO Box 50434 • Indianapolis, IN 462500 



Evangelism and 

Church Crowth 
A GE!lERAL DEPARTMENT OF THE WBlEfAN CHURCH 

Serving Leaders, 
Local Churches and 
Districts with vision 
and resources for ... 

• Forty Days of Prayer and Fasting 
• Church Health and Refocusing 

• Church Planting and Parenting 
• Cross-Cultural Ministries 
• Compassion Ministries 

• Church-based and 
Personal Evangelism 

• Worship Renewal 
• Pastor Appreciation 
• Men's Ministry 

Contact Us ... 

317.570.5125 

E-mail: 
e&cg@wesleyan.org 

Website: 
www. wesleyan. org / ecg 
www.churchfitness.org 
www. wesleyanmen. org 

Meet Our Staff ... 

Dr. Jerry G. Pence 
General Director 

Rev. David Ellis 
Cross-Cultural Ministries 

Rev. Richard Meeks 
Church Development 

Mrs. Jan Carraway 
Office Manager 

Mr. Eddie Smith 
Administrative Asst. 

Mrs. Mary Ellis 
Administrative Asst. 
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• Ministry and work teams 
• Personalized missions vision 
• Effective missions conference/emphasis 
• Missions ministry strategy 
• Prayer resources 

Career opportunities 
• Strategic missions budgeting 
• Short-term service opportunities 
• Missiological training and expertise 
• Partnerships 
• Direct contact with Wesleyan 

missionaries and national church leaders 
• Strategic projects and ministry funding 

opportunities 



hen I tuned to The 
Wesleyan Hour on the 
radio that Sunday 

morning," a listener wrote, "I was 
getting my laundry ready for my 
trip to the Laundromat . .. The pre
vious year I had moved out from 
my husband's house, and I remem
ber thinking then that Christmas is 
the celebration of love but there is 
no more love in my marriage!" 

OFFERING HOPE TO THE 
UNCHURCHED 

A loveless marriage, three small 
children without their father, and 
a broken heart. The Christmas sea
son promised to be another lonely 
one for the young mother. The 
radio speaker told of God's love
how He had taken our hardships 
and pains on Himself. She contin
ued, "When you invited us to pray 
w ith you the prayer of repentance 
in order to receive the Lord 's 

TWA I June 2003 

grace, I did so." Now, she and her 
family attend a Wesleyan church. 

World evangelism is a driving 
force in t he denomination. Every 
continent, every person, every 
soul is fertile ground for its mes
sage of salvation and personal 
holiness through t he grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

THEY DARE TO WORSHIP 
Its mission fields are places of 

dynamic evangelism and disciple
ship. In one, for example, the time 
of service isn't advertised. Even 
the place w here the brave wor
sh ipers w ill meet is known only to 
t hem. Their isolation is stark. But 
they are not alone. The coura
geous Christians, who have dared 
to worsh ip in t he face of persecu
t ion, are being led in thei r vibrant 
praise by a short-term missionary 
couple from a Wesleyan church in 

SPANNING 
THE GLOBE 

North America. Jim and Brenda 
Murphy sacrificed financia lly to 
make the trip. And they applied 
for t heir t rave l visa, knowing fu ll 
well the danger t hat would accom
pany them. 

THE OUTREACH CONTINUES 
The Wesleyan Church has 

always answered the ca ll of 
Christ's Great Commission
unreservedly, extravagantly, and 
joyously. From its very beginning, 
the cause of spiritual and civil 
freedom for all has propelled its 
ministry. Its earliest pastors r isked 
their very lives to transport slaves 
in an underground ra ilroad that 
included stops at many of its 
church bui ldings. It sacrificed to 
start hospitals in jungle vi llages, 
without lights or running water. 
It wi ll ing ly bound the sores of the 
wounded with the rolled bandages 
prepared by its missionary auxil
iaries. Over 160 Wesleyan 
missionaries are sharing t he hope 
of Christ's message. 

Every available media is used 
to communicate the gospel
including radio, 1V, the Internet 
( www.wesleyan.org) and over 340 
showings of the JESUS Film. 

PRACTICAL MINISTRY 
Spanning the globe, at any 

cost, the Church reaches out t o 
the hurting, w ith the message of 
the gospel. And it has also helped 
to make life easier for the citizens 
of those countries where it shared 
that gospel. Digging wel ls. Teaching 
vocational skills. Starting schools 
t o teach basic education. Helping 
people learn how to help them
selves. • 

www.wesleyan.org 39 



Prepare Yourself For A 
Life Of Significance 

SIGNIFICANCE! What will 
give significance to your life, 
value that will last and have 
meaning beyond time, culture 
and success? Is your life worth 
more because of a college de
gree? Will your worth be just 
the sum of your earning power? 
The passion of Bethany Bible 
College is about adding eternal 
significance and value to your 
life by preparing you to minis
ter to a lost and dying world. 

Christ probed this issue when 

He asked, "What will it profit 
a man if he gains the whole 
world, but loses his own soul?" 
Surely, a personal relationship 
with Christ turns death into 
life, despair into hope and says 
with letters written in blood, 
that we have been redeemed 
with the priceless gift of His 
death on the cross. An enor
mous sense of worth is poured 
into our souls as we receive the 
gift of eternal life through Jesus 
Christ. 

lltJBethanY, 
ltJBible C.6llege 
Sussex, NB Canada 
www.bethany-ca.ed u 
888-432-4422 

The significance of people 
corning to know Christ is huge 
and if God is calling you into a 
life of full-time ministry, think 
about the potential impact that 
God wants to make through 
your life as a chosen instrument 
of His grace. Bethany exists 
for this single purpose, to pre
pare you for a life of ministry 
through spiritual transforma
tion and advanced professional 
development with an excellent 
educational foundation in the 

Location: Our 55,acre campus is located in 
beautiful Sunex, New Brunswick, Canada, 
an easy drive from the cities of Saint 
John, Moncion and Fredericton, and the 
spectacular Fundy National Park. 

For Admiuions Information: 
1-888-432-4422 

Scholarships/Financial Aid: 
PINNACLE SCHOLARSHIP: $10,000 over 
four years · for academic excellence 
International Christian Scholars Award: 
$3,500 over four years 
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS: 
$50 · $2,000 per year 
STUDENT GRANT: $100 · $1200 per year 
MATCHING GRANT: up to $500 per year 
WORK STUDY GRANTS: $400 • $2,400 
per year 
An students are e~gible for financial aid. 

Four Year Accredited Degrees Awarded: 
Bachelor of Arts in Religion 
Bachelor of Ans in Christian School 
Education 
Bachelor of Ans in Christian Education 

Programs Offered: 
Children's Ministry, Christian Counselling, 
Christian Education, Christian School Educa· 
lion, Church Planting, Extreme Discipleship, 
Global Ministry, Music Ministry, Pastoral 
Ministry, Youth Ministry 

Word of God . . . and we pur
sue this with passion. If God 
is leading you to ministry, 
why not prepare for a Life of 
Significance at Bethany Bible 
College? 



A four-year, Christian liberal arts college with a residential community 
of 1,200 students from 25 countries and 40 states 

HOUGHTON COLLEGE 
HOUGHTON, NY 14744-0 128 II 
800-777-2556 I • 



Associate of Business (ASB) 
Introduces s111de111.1· 10 fou11da1io11a/ business principles that can be immediately applied in the 
marketplace or used as a stepping .Hone to a bachelor 's degree. 

Bachelor of Science in Management (BSM) 
Prepares men and 111ome11 in b11si11ess to be dynamic leaders in a global e11l'iro11me11t. 

Bachelor of Science in Business Information Systems (BIS) 
Enables graduates to assist and lead organizations in the pla1111i11g, developme111, and 
operario11 of information systems. 

Master of Business Administration (MBA) 
Prol'ides knowledge and credentials needed for a career path as senior manager or exec111ive. 

Master of Science in Management (MSM) 
Develops f11111re leaders by placing an emphasis 011 leadership, commw1ication, 
and strategic ma11age111e111. 

Master of Education (MED) 
Develops teachers 10 be "Age111s of Change" with emphasis 011 "Theory to Practice Model " 
in a collaborative teaming environment. 

RN-Bachelor of Science (RNBS) 
A bachelor's completion program for registered nurses. 

IW~ tnline ~ IWUo,1;00.,om 

Indiana Wesleyan University 

800-895-0036 





So slty 

Choosing a college is a big decision. Why not choose one known for its 
reputation as a quality Christian institution? Southern Wesleyan prepares 
students for leadership roles in career fields such as religion, education, 

music, business, law and medicine --
to name a few. 

Call today or visit our web site for more 
information or to schedule a visit. 

www.swu.edu 
1-800-CU-AT-SWU 

ext. 5550 
Central, South Carolina 

For the past 13 years Southern Wesleyan University 

has had 100% placement into medical school for 

our pre-med students. 

A Qua/Uy Education, A Christian Perspective 



PERSON '.dr:;(STIMONY 

T
hough I was born in the Uni ted 
States, I spent the early years of 
my life living in Taiwan and 
Hong Kong. Whi le there, I 
learned the Cantonese language. 

English was not spoken in our home, 
because the aim was for us to become as 
"Chinese" as possible. My parents did 
not want me and my brothers to speak 
Chinese with an American accent. Then, 
at the age of ten, I moved back to the 
States-only to be told, "Chinese will 
not be spoken in the home." 

How good it feels to know 
that I can be different and 
still be considered part of 
The Wesleyan Church family. 

My mother did not want us to speak 
English with a Chinese accent. Why? 
Because those who speak di fferently get 
picked on. 

And so, the die was cast. I grew up 
thi nking, ' 'That which is different is bad." 

For years, I hated being Chinese ... 
being different. I reasoned that if being 
different is bad, then being Chinese in a 
"white" culture is bad. 

But one day, I was introduced to Jesus 
Christ. John 3: 16 touched my heart. God 
loves the world. That means He loves even 
me ... with all my oriental mannerisms 
and looks. Then I read Matthew 28:18-20. 
Wow! Jesus Christ was not exclusive in 
His command to make disciples of all. The 
wording of His commission cannot be 
denied. He spoke about reaching "all 
nations." AU are invited to become a 
part of His kingdom! 

It has been discovered that those who 
irrunigrate into new cultures may go 
through three different forms of anxiety. 

TWA I June 2003 

by Jim Lo 

First, there is persecution anxiety, 
whereby the immigrants sense that the 
culture they are entering is going to be 
hostile towards them. They may also 
experience depressive anxiety, which 
comes about when the individuals begin 
to count the cost and losses they had to 
endure in order to begin to feel a part of 
the new culture. Lastly, immigrants may 
go through disorienting anxiety, due to 
their encounter with new values, as well 
as new ways of thinking and doing things. 

What is being discovered is this: 
People who seek to become prut of a 
church where there is a dominant cul ture 
that is different from their own, sometimes 
experience the san1e anxieties that immi
grants can go through when they take up 
residency in a new country. It is depressive 
anxiety that they most often experience. 
Why? Because, to be a part of the domi
nant "church" cul ture, they feel that they 
have to give up so much of their own cul
ture. An individual of color has put it this 
way: "I feel that if I want to become part 
of a white church, I have to become 
absorbed .. . to become melted into it." 

The problem of absorption is that 
it denies uniqueness, creativity, and 
authenticity. God is creative. He is 
always creating. Do I have to look like 
you to be a Christian? Or do you have 
to look like me to be holy? l hope not. 

Perhaps I run making an overstatement, 
but true ministry within a mul ticultural 
world must begin wi th the admission 
that each of us is prejudiced. Though 
this prej udice may not be blatantly 
expressed, it does surface in some of 
our cultural assumptions and biases. 
As an example, I recently heard the 
statement: ''That is white of you." On 
television, I've heard the phrase: "You 
are a yellow coward." 

When I was in Africa, I preached 
about the blackness of sin. Afterwards, 

an African approached me and sadly 
said, "Does this mean that we black 
Africans will never be able to enter into 
heaven, which is only for those who are 
holy white?" It dawned on me that I 
had been polarizing the concepts of 
"black" and "white" in terms which 
do not truly speak of redemption or 
righteousness. 

I also be lieve that there must be what 
I will term " meeting in the middle." To 
expect people of color to have to change 
totally to become like those of the domi
nant culture would be unfair. But at the 
same time, it would also be unfair to ask 
those of the dominant culture to give up 
all that they are and value, just to make 
individuals of diversity feel comfortable 
in their churches. The key is to learn 
how to meet in the middle where both 
parties are enriched by the interac
tions with each other. 

I am so thankful for The Wesleyan 
Church, which is truly becoming a 
denomination of diversity. In my journal, 
I have wri tten these words: "I thank You 
Lord, for T he Wesleyan Church and her 
efforts of wanting to effectively cross and 
unite cultures. As a person of color, I 
have found acceptance and love wi thin 
her outreached arms of love. How good it 
feels to know that I can be different and 
still be considered part of The Wesleyan 
Church family, since I am accepted as 
being a part of the bigger family of God. 
I thank You, Lord, for the message of 
holiness-which truly is the motivating 
factor that causes Wesleyan denomina
tional leaders and pastors 
to understand the value of 
creative diversity." • 

Jim Lo serves as Professor of 
lntercultural Studies at 

Indiana Wesleyan University. 
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4 • !Eu~!!t~~:eHn:!~So~~~ ~n~~!!~g l~~d~o~~e ~~!~ !~~~!~~~z~rist. We not only understand 
this, we live it out in the way we conduct the business of WIF. While we look at the history of the church, and 
we take into consideration current giving potential, we believe that the best days for the church are ahead. We 
have a 44+ year history of helping churches balance this faith with reality in their building projects. This is espe
cially difficult for a secular bank to do. 

5 • !:n~~~::: ~~ s~?k~~ld~~~t ~;~~e~~~~~n~~~:ssure to make profits and pass those on to the stock-
holders. The jobs of the officers and officials are in jeopardy if they do not produce profits. We have seen 
recently from the scandals in corporate America what this pressure does to the individuals in charge. They will 
do whatever it takes to be sure the profit keeps flowing . We are not under that kind of pressure. We do have a 
stewardship responsibility to take care of the funds entrusted to us, but we answer to a much higher authority 

. than shareholders. We take both our stewardship and Kingdom responsibilities very seriously. 

6 • :; w~~!u~~li~ ;\59 by committed Wesleyans who saw a need to help finance Wesleyan building projects. 
WIF is a separate subsidiary of The Wesleyan Church, chartered to make loans to Wesleyan churches and affili
ated entities. We are part of God's family, unashamedly Christian, and proud to be part of The Wesleyan Church. 
All we are, have and ever hope to be belongs to God. No bank can make this statement. 

7 WE ARE COMMITTED TO MATCH THE LOCAL BANK. 
• Public offers from local banks sound great. But low advertised rates are only available in very limited circum

stances and are meant to get people in the door. Most church loans don't qualify for personal residential rates. 
Read the fine print and research the facts at your local bank. Then give WIF a call. In a fair comparison, we can 
match or beat the local bank in most cases and save churches thousands of dollars over the life of a loan. Let us 
show you how. 

8 • !Ear~l~~t:~~s~~i~e ~~~:li~~~~:~s !h~~~~~i!~~~e~t;~ !~YrE;~~er to invest, we will all give 
an account one day of how we use the funds God has entrusted to us. WIF offers a sound place to invest per
sonal savings and church funds, provides an excellent return on investments, and gives you the satisfaction of 
helping build God's kingdom through other Wesleyan churches worldwide at the same time. 

9 • :~e~~~~~a:1r~~~i~e~~YO!F~s~~e~A!~nl~~o~~h:~ p:;o~~~~~~a~~~~~!~1s~~~ depositors; (2) funding 
office operations; (3) giving grants back to local, district and denominational ministries. As WIF succeeds, we 
share the blessing with those who make us successful. WIF has given over $6 million to other Wesleyan ministries 
in the last five years alone, with a large portion going to new church planting. 

1 Q . 1~o~t~;,~~g~~;m ~e~a~io:~~p ~!~~~n:~i~l
0

institution is valuable. Finding a bank that wants to work with 
your church is common. Finding one that truly understands your church is unusual. Finding one that is commit
ted to your church for the long haul, through good times and bad, is rare. Finding a bank that wants to work 
with you, truly understands your church and is committed to it, has the same mission (to see the lost won for 
Jesus Christ), and is giving millions of dollars back to benefit Wesleyan ministries is impossible-until you find 
Wesleyan Investment Foundation. 



Jesus Christ impacts every aspect of our world. 

That's why, at a college of T he Wesleyan Church, 

when we teach about the world - whether it's history, 

science, or any other subject - we approach it from a 

Christian perspective. It gives our discussions greater 

depth. It gives our curriculum greater integrity. Faith is 

not something we save for Sunday morning or for 

chapel services; it's something we bring to class every 

day. A Wesleyan college - an institution of higher 

learning, an institution of higher truth. 

A Wesleyan Education 
Education with a higher purpose. 

BETHANY BIB LE HOUGHTON COLLEGE 
COLLEGE Houghton, NY 
Sussex, New Brunswick 800-777-2556 
Canada www.houghton.edu 
506-432-4400 
www.bethany-ca.edu 

INDIANA WESLEYAN 
UNIVERSITY 
Marion, IN 
800-332-6901 
www.indwes.edu 

OK.LA.HOMA WESLEYAN SOUTHERN WESLEYAN 
UNTVERSITY UNIVERSITY 
Bartlesville, OK Central, SC 
800-468-6292 800-CU-AT-SWU 
www.okwu.edu www.swu.edu 
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Introducing 
our latest releases. • • 

Take the Name 
of Jesus with You 

A Practical Guide for Reaching 

Your Community through Prayer 

By Judy Garlow Wade 

If you walk the talk, take your talk on a walk! Prayerwalking 

is a form of intercessory prayer in which the believer applies 

the biblical command to "pray without ceasing" by praying 

at all times and in various locations. Pray for your commu

nity and sec how God works. Excellent for individuals, Bible 

study groups, and prayer cells. 
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Let Sleeping Lizards Lie 
Cultural Observations That Will 

Change the Way You Think about 

God, Yourself, and Others 

By John H. Connor 

Look at the world in a new light! This 

book is a must for those preparing for 

short-term missions. Includes a discus

sion guide with each chapter. 

ame 
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with You 
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BKBB02 $11.99 

The Call of a Lifetime 
ls the Ministry God's Plan for 

Your Life? 

By Keith Drury 

Learn what it means to be called! 

This practical book will help any

one to understand ordained 

ministry and to recognize God's 

invitation to His service. 

BKBB01 $9.99 BKBC15 $10.99 

•

wesleyan a publishing 
house 

igniting a passion for God in all of life! 

Order for yourself and your church today 



by Norman G. Wilson, General Editor 

Don't Wait Until 
Summer Is Over 

E
very year, as the sun begins to linger a little longer 
over our part of the world and the dandelions 
spread their golden beauty across our lawn, a line 

from an old Nat King Cole tune begins to resurrect 
itself in my subconscious. I'm not even sure I am 
remembering it coffectly, but I can almost hear his vel
vety-smooth tones crooning "Bring back those lazy, 
hazy, crazy days of summer." Maybe it's a northern 
phenomena, but after enduring a long, dreary winter
with its bitter winds, short days, and snowy 
nights- there is an understandable 
longing for the warm days of sum-

chatted about the welcome approach of spring, the 
beauty of their tulips, the budding trees, and the green
ing of the lawn. Sudden ly one of the ladies lamented, 
"It is almost Memorial Day; the first thing you know, it 
will be the 4,h of July." And then, apparently struck by 
the realization of the brevity of li fe, she exclaimed, 
"Oh dear, here it is Labor Day already, and I haven't 
even sat on my porch yet." 

If you are over forty, you understand how she felt. 
For most of us, the pace of life has so accelerated 

that we no longer have time to live. 

mer. 
It may also be a sign of matu-

rity. In case you don't recognize 
it, maturity is a euphemism for 
aging. Now aging is not the same 
as getting old. It simply means you 
have lived long enough to appreci
ate the value of the present 
moment. Only the young can 
afford to put off living while they 
wait for a more opportune time. 
The rest of us have learned there is 

Time cannot 
be saved; 

it can only 
be spent. 

As someone said, "I am old, and I've 
never been young. And I will die with
out ever having lived." 

One of the anticipated joys of 
summer is that as days lengthen, life 
slows down. There wi ll finally be time 
for all of the plans to be fulfilled, proj
ects to be completed, and promises to 
be kept. This year you wi ll enjoy the 
barbeques and ball games, vacation 
and vegetable garden, porch swing and 
backyard swims you could only dream 
about when the world was blanketed 
wi th two feet of snow. 

no better time than now. 

That is why 
the Bible 

I grew up across the street from 
two elderly ladies. One of them 
must have suffered from agorapho
bia. Life for her was limited to the 
confines of her own home and 
yard. She never ventured farther 
away than the front walk. From the 
perspective of the hectic pace of 

admonishes us Back in April, most of you 
(with the exception of some of us in 
Indiana and Arizona) moved your 
clocks ahead for Daylight Savings 
Time. But in reality, time cannot be 
saved; it can only be spent. That is 

to "redeem 
the time." 

life most of us keep, it's impossible to imagine how 
time must have dragged for these homebound vic
tims of their own fear . They were the first on our 
block to buy a television set, but they could only get 
one channel, and the broadcast schedule was limited to 
a few hours each evening. And yet, even for them, 
"tempus Fugit" was more than a slogan on the face of 
their grandfather clock. 

One sparkling afternoon in early May, my mother 
walked across the street, for a neighborly visit. They 

why the Bible admonishes us to 
"redeem the time." 

What do you plan to do this summer? What do you 
plan to do with your life? Don't wait. Get started! 
And if you can take one more bit of admonition, be 
sure you do the big things first-otherwise, you may 
not get them done at all. 

Among the saddest words of Scripture are these: 
The summer has ended, and we are not saved (Jer. 8:20). 
Labor Day isn' t far off. Sit on your porch before it's 
too late. • 



The Noise at a 
Quiet Time 

K ing Hezekiah was a prodigious prob
lem solver. He didn't take his Old 

Testament concerns to a committee. He 
took them to the Creator. He didn' t do 
an Internet search for a support site; he 
went to his room, shut the door, and 
pieced the parcels of his threats in a 
mosaic that caught Mercy's eye (2 Kings 
19:14). Far too many see prayer as a stop
gap measure. The revivalist-king saw it as 
a world-changing event. 

To think that mere mortals can move 
the hands that hold the planets is almost 
inconceivable (Josh. 10:12). But I don't 
see anywhere that Joshua had a patent 
pending on some planetary positioning 
system. Rather, like Hezekiah, he made a 
stairway of supplication that reached 
all the way to heaven, and then 
ascended it on his knees. It's a rather 
awkward way at times, but if it could put 
the sun and moon on freeze frame, it 
could very well reverse these tides that 
threaten to crest above our heads. 

Judy Garlow Wade's new book, Take 
the Name of Jesus, is our door opener to 
the Upper Room of prayer- where, as the 
songwriter reminds, in seasons of distress 
and grief, our souls have often found 
re lief. In these pages, you' ll see that you 
can make the loudest noise with a quiet 
time. 
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If you carefully 
observe all these 

commands I am giving 
you to follow-to love 

the Lord our God, to walk in 
all His ways and to hold fast to 

Him- then the Lord will drive out 
all these nations before you, and 

you will dispossess nations larger 

of esus 
and stronger than you. 
Every place where you set 
your foot will be yours . ... 
No man will be able to 
stand against you. The 

withYou 
JEHOVAH SHAMMAH

THE LORD Is THERE 

I like to think of prayerwalking as a 
mobile prayer meeting- where God 
supplies the audiovisuals ! Pasto r and 
author Ted Haggard defines prayerwalk
ing as "walking through an area w hile 
interceding for that place" with the aim 
of improving o ur communities. He goes 
on to point out the bene fits of walking 
while praying. "Praying while walking 
makes prayer purposeful , informed and 
stimulating. Moving about keeps your 
mind from wandering." 

LORD your God, as He prom
ised you, will put the terror and fear 
of you on the whole land, wherever 
you go (emphasis added). 

COMMON QUESTIONS 

ABOUT PRAYERWALKING 
I've noticed that beginning prayer

walkers often ask similar questions. There 
are initial hurdles they must clear before 
they feel comfortable trying this kind of 
ministry. Some wonder if they really are 
intercessors. Others are intimidated by the 
idea of praying in a small group of believ
ers, let a lone in a public place. A few 
wonder if they " have what it takes" spiri
tually to confront the problems in their 
community head-on, or if they ' ll know 
what to do when they prayerwalk. 

I believe that every Christian can be 
a prayerwalker, regardless of his or her 
primary spiritual gifts. This is something 
you can do. Having answers to some 
basic questions about prayerwalking may 
g ive you the confidence to begin. 

As God 's people, we have been given 
the awesome privilege and respo nsibility 
of interceding for our world. As we 
prayerwalk, we can change the world 
for the better. Am I an Intercessor? 

T he idea of prayerwalking is rea lly 
nothing new. It has a solid precedent in 
Scripture. Deuteronomy 11 :22-25 reads: 

While God commands all Christians 
to pray regularly, some believers seem 
especially g ifted at pray ing effectively. 

These are called intercessors. To inter
cede is simply to plead on behalf of 
ano ther. I like my husband's definition 
of intercession. Keat says, "For the 
intercessor, intercession is a condi tion of 
the heart. Prayer is a first response." 

While some people are especialJy 
gifted to pray effectively, all Christians 
can and should pray. When you prayer
walk, you will do the task of intercession, 
and God will bless your efforts. Your 
prayers will add weight to those of many 
fine believers who have prayed over the 
same territory, perhaps for many years. 
One day, God will g ive a breakthrough. 

Is Prayerwalking Intimidating? 
['ve found that prayerwalking is best 

done somewhat anonymously. Generally, 
I don ' t want anyone to know that I am 
pray ing when I prayerwalk in public 
places. This is not because I'm afraid or 
trying to hide something, but because I 
want perfect freedom to listen to the 
Father, do what I need to do, and walk 
where I need to walk. I a im to look non
chalant, casual. Often I take along a 
camera or similar prop that provides a 
logical explanation for stro lling or stand
ing in an area. Anonymity provides 
greater freedom. Also, if I inad vertently 
do something that calls attention to 
myself, God will not be dishonored. 

It's a good idea to praye1walk with 
more experienced intercessors, if possible. 
You' ll learn from them and gain confi
dence. We can learn from every experience, 
even from prayer times that seem like fail
ures. Our hearts are changed each time we 
prayerwalk, and, with experience, we learn 
to sense God's heart more clearly. 

Am I Adequate for This Task? 
As believers, we often fail to under

stand the authority that we have in Christ, 
and because of this we don' t exercise our 
power. We are unsure of ourselves. l 

(co11ti1111ed 011 11ex1 page) 
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know I was. I could identi fy others who 
had spiritual authority, but I questioned 
whether that could be true of me. It 
helped me to understand some of what 
the Bible teaches about spiritual authority. 

We have the authority to prayerwalk 
because we are in Christ and He has 
sent us into the world. As a beginner 
you can stand on your positional autho r
ity while you prayerwalk in public 
places. For example, if you prayerwalk 
at a Christian event on public property, 
you have autho rity in that place because 
of your relationship to Christ. That 
means that your prayers can clear the 
atmosphere as you pray for the success 
of the meeting; the enemy has to leave. 
Positional authority says, "My God is 
bigger than the one you serve." 

God graciously bestows an added 
measure of spiritual authority on some 
people. You may have noticed, for 
instance, that some Christians seem par
ticularly gifted to pray about certain 
things, like healing. God has imparted 
authority to them. Sometimes, just by 
being around people w ho have this 
imparted autho rity, we can learn to pray 
more effectively in their area of g ifted
ness. As you discover areas in which 
God has given authority, you will 
become mo re confident to prayerwalk 
within your area of giftedness. 

We gain spiritual authority by walk
ing in obedience to God. As we grow in 
obedience, we gain credibility with 
Him and are given increased spiritual 
responsibility as a result. As we li ve 
righteously, we gain increased spiritual 
authority. 

The New Testament emphasizes that 
personal rig hteousness is a powerful 
weapon against evil. For instance, 
Romans 12:2 1 says, "Do no t be over
come by evil, but o vercome evil with 
good." T hat thought is re iterated in 
2 Cor. 6:7, where we are to walk " in 
truthful speech and in the power of God 
with weapons of rig hteousness in the 
right hand and in the left" (emphasis 
added) . Romans 13: 12 expands o n this 
thought: "T he night is nearly o ver, the 
day is a lmost here. So le t us put aside 
the deeds of darkness and put o n the 
armor of Light" (emphasis added). The 
Greek word used here for armor means 
weapon. Arthur Burk explains, " Light is 
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a weapon that we use against darkness. 
When you walk into a room, you don ' t 
try to strangle darkness. You don ' t beat 
it w ith a club. You don ' t hang it from a 
tree with a rope. You bring light in and 
light overcomes the darkness ... 
Righteousness is an offensive weapon 
that w ill bring us spiritual victory." 

How does this apply to prayerwalking? 
First, it means that we must keep our
selves in a close relationship w ith God. If 
we're not living in obedience to Christ, 
our prayerwalking is merely exercise. 
Obedience enables us to pray effectively. 

Second, as we observe the sins and 
problems in our communities, we 

I like to thinl< of 
prayerwallcing as 
a mobile prayer 
meeting-where 
God supplies 

the audiovisuals! 
remember that those problems are really 
symptoms o f the real problem- unseen 
demonic powers. Our battle is not 
against people, but against the demonic 
forces. But the power o f a rig hteous li fe 
puts us in a position to combat the spiri
tual forces of darkness w ith light. 

So as a believer, you do have the 
spiritual "credentials" to do this type 
of ministry. Just be sure that you con
tinue li ving in obed ience to the Lord. 

How Will I Know What to Do? 
You' ll want to begin by preparing 

your heart for each prayerwalking 
experience. Spending time in prayer, 
self-examinatio n, and Scripture study are 
simple things you can do to prepare. As 
you seek God in these ways, the issues 
that you face and the best prayerwalking 
response will become clear to you. 

One simple strategy for beginning 
prayerwalking is what l call going in the 
opposite spirit. Here's how it works. 
Everything has an opposite, and that's 
true of each virtue and vice as well. For 
instance, love is the opposite of hatred, 
self-contro l is the opposite of self- indul
gence, and sharing is the opposite of 
stealing. A simple way to attack the 
spiritual issue that underlies a commu
nity problem is by prayerwalking in 
the opposite spirit. For example, if you 
prayerwalk at a public meeting that is 
likely to be contentious, go in the spirit 
of peace. When you prayerwalk at a 
church that has experienced defeat, go in 
a spirit of joy. Where there is fear, pre
pare your heart to go in a spirit of faith. 

As you gain experience and learn 
more about prayerwalking, you wi ll gain 
confidence. U ltimately, however, your 
strategy will come from God. He will 
give you direction for each prayerwalk. 
You' ll know what to do. 

ARE You READY TO CHANGE 

YOUR WORLD? 
Praye1walkers are not super-Christians. 

They' re people who believe that God 
has the power to change their communi
ties, their cities, their nation, and they 
believe that their prayers can make a 
difference. There are a lot of things that 
might discourage you from prayerwalk
ing, but there's one overwhelming 
reason to do it: God responds to our 
prayers of faith. 

T hink of the places that you go each 
day or each week: a busy street, a bustling 
office, a sports stadium, a schoo l board 
meeting , a hospital, a bank, a park, a 
Laundromat. Now imagine those same 
places transformed by the power of 
God. imagine your community, your 
town, your city remade by His Spirit. 

Can you see it? 
Praying o n site for yo ur community 

w ill increase your awareness of the spiri
tual need , strengthen your faith in God's 
power to transform the world, and fi ll 
you with hope for people, places, and 
institutions that now seem beyond hope. 
Your prayers can make a difference. 

Are you ready to change your world? • 

-excerpted from Take the Name of Jesus With 
You , by Judy Garlow Wade 

Wesleyan Publishing House 800.493.7539 or 
www. wesleyan.orglwph 
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Throughout the ages, 
a spiritual discipline 

used to combat 
these hopeless and 

miserable feelings is 
the "interior prayer 

of silence" or the 
"prayer of solitude." 

by MICHAEL T. BARNETT 

H ow come I'm not happy? I 
thought being a Christian 
would mean less sadness 
in my life, but it seems the 

other way around. I can't seem to hear 
God's voice anymore. I feel so distant 
from Him." 

As a counseling pastor, I have heard 
words like these many times-and 
when I do, the following scripture 
comes to mind: 

The Lord said [to Elijah], "Go out 
and stand on the mountain in the pres
ence of the Lord, for the Lord is about 
to pass by. " Then a great and powerful 
wind tore the mountains apart and shat
tered the rocks before the Lord, but the 
Lord was not in the wind. After the wind 
there was an earthquake, but the Lord 
was not in the earthquake. After the 
earthquake came a fire, but the Lord 
was not in the fire. And after the fire 
came a gentle whisper. When Elijah 
heard it, he pulled his cloak over his 
face and went out and stood at the 
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mouth of the cave. Then a voice said to 
him, "What are you doing here, 
Elijah ?" ( I Kings 19:11 - 13). 

As Christians, we tend to look for 
God in the miraculous events of li fe. 
However, God often speaks to us in a 
gentle whisper that we cannot hear 
because we are in the midst of too 
much noise and chaos. 

Throughout the history of the 
Church, great men and women have 
experienced dry times in their relation
ships with God-referred to as the "dark 
night" by St. John on the Cross, the fif
teenth century Spanish monk. Modern 
writers have referred to it as the "desert 
experience." During these times, the 
individual feels tired, irritable, 
depressed, and even distant from 
God. God uses this process to purge the 
Christ follower from overtly trusting his 
or her senses in the external circum
stances. 

Throughout the ages, a spiritual dis
cipline used to combat these hopeless 
and miserable feelings is the "interior 
prayer of silence" or the "prayer of soli
tude." This means simply sitting in 
God's presence and learning to be still 
and know that I am God (Ps. 46: 10). 
Although seemingly a Catholic tradition, 
Quakers and other Protestant groups 
have implemented this spiritual disci
pline into their worship practices for 
centuries. John Wesley was known to 
spend considerable time in quiet soli
tude, away from the distractions of 
this world. 

Many Christians who are rediscover
ing this ancient Church practice find 
that it not only has benefits in their daily 
quiet time, but it also helps them to feel 
less moody, irritable, and sad when cir
cumstances do not go their way at work, 
school, or at home. They feel God's love 
even when they shouldn't, by human 
standards. 

' 
1me 

The practice of sitting quietly 
before God is simple in theory but 
requires some direction to get started. 

• Read a passage from the Scriptures 
and then meditate on its meaning. 

• Pray that God wi ll help you apply 
these principles in your daily life. 

• Before getting up from your quiet 
time, sit comfortably in God's pres
ence in stillness, without any noise to 
distract you. 

• Choose a prayer word or a brief sen
tence and repeat it silently a few 
times, as necessary, to focus your 
mind on God. 

• When you become aware of random 
thoughts, return gently to the prayer 
word or statement that leads you 
back into God's presence. 

• After a few moments in silence, con
clude with a brief time of verbal 
prayer and/or praise to God. 

There is no right or wrong way to be 
still before the Lord. The goal of this 
exercise is to simply rest in God's 
presence for a few moments before 
leaving your quiet time and going into 
the busy world of distractions. 

Those who have practiced this spiri
tual discipline throughout Church 
history have claimed it as a key element 
to spiritual development and unity with 
God. It is believed that God uses the 
"quiet" to minister love to the wor
shiper. It is in those moments of stillness 
that God sanctifies the heart and brings 
peace to the mind. I pray that you will 
have the same experience as those who 
have gone before us. • 

Michael T. Barnett is a pastor and freelance 
writer from Prior Lake, MN. 
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(I to r) Tlzomas E. Am11ge,; 
Earle L. Wilson, David W Holdren 

I 
n 1996, the General Board of The 
Wesleyan Church approved the cre
ation of World Hope International, 
Inc. for the purpose of providing 

assistance to economically disadvantaged 
people, to participate in cri sis interven
tion for victims of natural disasters, and 
to lend technical ass istance in order to 
provide sustainable economic develop
ment projects for people in need. 

Through the very capable leadership 
of Dr. Jo Anne Lyon, Executive Director, 
World Hope International has part
nered with individuals and organizations 
from around the world to promote jus
tice, encourage self-sufficiency, and 
inspire spiritual hope through programs 
such as economic development, leader
ship and skill train ing, child sponsorship, 
and community health education. 

The ministries and accomplishments of 
World Hope international in these few 
years are truly remarkable. ln Sierra Leone, 
the " Limbs of Hope" program has manu
factured and fitted hundreds of persons 
who have lost limbs during the long and 
brutal civil war. 1n Liberia, Kosovo, 
Croatia, the Philippines, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, and BougainviJle/Solomon 
Islands, the micro-enterprise programs have 
helped hundreds of people start their own 
business and lift their standard of Jiving, 
whi le making them producti ve citizens with 
a new sense of personal self-worth. Schools 
have been established and training classes 
offered in Azerbaijan, Mongolia, India, 
Pakistan, and Haiti. Hospital building and 
equipping, agricultural projects, the digging 
of wells, facilities for street children, 
orphan trusts, and the AIDS education 
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World Hope International, Inc. -
Ministry in Iraq 

programs are j ust a few of the 
ministries provided to many 

nations through World Hope international. 
ln addition, through World Hope for chil
dren programs, 1181 children are being 
provided education by individual donors 
giving sponsorship funds. 1n many of 
these nations, World Hope international 
partners with the Wesleyan Department of 
Global Ministries, Wesleyan colleges/uni
versities, and with the Wesleyan Medical 
Fellowship. Often, Wesleyan missionaries 
also serve as in-country directors for World 
Hope International. 

Now a new challenge faces World 
Hope International ... that of partnering 
with other evangelical Christian agen
cies to provide medical and dental 
clinics to the people of Iraq, and to 
help fund feeding programs. The words 
of the Apostle Paul are always challeng
ing and many times ignored: If your 
enemy is hung,y, feed him; if he is thirsty, 
give him something to drink (Ro. 12:20). 
In Iraq, at this time it is difficul t to distin
ouish between the friends and enemies. 
0 . 

However, what does not appear on televi-
sion is the large, vulnerable population. 
Over the past ten years the health sector 
has seen the loss of basic services and the 
deaths of an estimated JO mill ion chil 
dren- leaving very little hope for the 
people of Iraq. Prior to the recent war, 
60% of the 23 million Irnqi people were 
dependant on food aid, with a 60% unem
ployment rate. At the same time, many 
had exhausted their coping mechanisms 
and had extremely limited access to food 
and medical care. ln the midst of this, 
there were 750,000 Christians who were 
trying to meet the needs of the people, 
with li mi ted resources. T hey had become 
very much like the early Church in taking 
care of the needs of the poor in their 

:···· by Earle L. Wilson 

The minstries and 
accomplishments of 

World Hope International 
in these few years are 

truly remarkable. 

communi ties. Although their resources 
were limited, they shared out of their 
poverty. As a result, many Muslims-par
ticularly in urban areas-looked to the 
Christian church for their resources. 
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The Iraqi people have endured a 
decade of sanctions and two wars in 
twenty years. According to the United 
Nations, nearly one-third of the chjl
dren in central and southern Iraq are 
chronically malnourished; one in eight 
die before their fifth birthday; and fi ve 
mjllion Iraqis lack safe drinking water. 
General food availability under the 
renewed Oil-for-Food program will not 
be able to cover all the people of Iraq 
for several months. Those who found 
themselves chronically short of food 
before, wi ll be at even greater risk. 
Those with no cash are extremely vul
nerable. Employment opportunities 
will continue to bypass the chronically 
poor. 

Now that the resources of the 
Christian church in Iraq are depleted. 
we-as the greater Christian com
munity-need to join our brothers 
and sisters in their ministry to the 
people of Iraq. Their ability to 
increase their service to the poor is 
perhaps their greatest means of protec
tion in these uncertajn times. 

World Hope International is work
ing with these Christians inside lraq, 
in the area of food relief, with distri
bution points from the churches 
($25.00 wi ll feed an Iraq i famjly for a 
month). World Hope International is 
looking at a six-month post-war 
period and has targeted 12,000 fami 
lies in the most vulnerable area. The 
identified beneficiaries will be regis
tered by program officers and 
provided with pick-up dates. There 
will be visits to beneficiary fami lies 
to make sure of the proper consump
tion and uti lization. 

As Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of World Hope International, 
I commend Dr. Lyon and the min
istries of World Hope International to 
you. I know you will rejoice with 
me that we have the privilege, 
opportunity, and biblical mandate 
to reach out to so many people in 
great need-with food, healing, and 
hope. "Doing" the Scriptures requires 
risk, courage, and ultimately trust in 
our Lord Jesus Christ for His out
comes. Today, through World Hope 
International , we are reaching fami
lies in Iraq-with food, medicine ... 
and yes, with hope. • 
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An Unexpected 
Discovery 
by Harry F. Wood 

I 
have enjoyed the privilege of serving as a 
mentor to many pastors and students through
out my ministry, but when the challenge of 

leading a mentoring group first arose, I was 
skeptical. I have not been a small group person. 

I decided to step into the water. Six men 
agreed to meet with me. Little did I know the 
depth of relationships and satisfaction that 
would result. 

At the first meeting, each of us laid out our 
spiritual journey. What was designed to get us 
acquainted plunged us into a deep understanding 
of each other. How creative God had been in 
working with us and how uniquely and diversely 
each individual experiences God! 

As we spend three to five hours together each 
month, something mysterious happens. What 
began as testimony and moved into teaching has 
deepened to transparency and companionship. 
God has given us genuine relationships and 
enabled us to make significant contributions 
to each other's lives and ministries. We are 
growing together. 

Our sessions begin with a teaching time based 
on material we have been digesting together. We 
discuss its application to our individual lives and 
ministries. Discussion of ministry issues we are 
facing follows, and we seek to help one another. 
We have agreed that no major ministry decision 
will be made until we test it in the group. 

We have prayed, cried, discussed, challenged, 
supported, refined, corrected, and so much more 
in our times together. It is one event on my calen
dar I do not want to miss. 

I confess; I am a convert. I have become a 
believer in the power and privilege of a men
toring group. It is a new discovery of ministry 
that enables me to invest in others and be 
enriched and enhanced by them. Mentoring 
groups are for me! • 

-Harry F. Wood 
District Superintendent, Penn-Jersey District 

For more information, go online to 
www.wesleyan.org/ldj or contact the 

WJ Coordinator Ken Heer at 317.577.1387. 

Are You Interested in 
Reaching 48 Million Adults? 

I n North American society. the stigma of 
being single is changing. We see a grow
ing number of young adults choosing to 

remain single until their late 20s or 30s . .. 
or never marrying. Sadly, there are loo many 
adults who are single because of divorce. 
They need healing and a place to belong. 
And then there are those who have lost their 
spouses to death. Barna researchers say that 
there are more widowed people in the U.S. 
L.ban entire populations of more than four 
dozen countries! 

Untapped Resources-
One of the interesting facts that George 

Barna revealed in his book Single Adults is 
that single adults give a larger proportion of 
their income to the charities they support. 
He said, "Married people . . . give away 
only half as much of their income as sin
gles donate to churches and non-profit 
organizations" (p. 40). So, the more singles 
you have in your church, the more potential 
for financial support. That turns some of 
our ideas upside down! 

Another way singles are untapped 
resources is in our church programming. 
Many singles want to serve rather than 
"just" sit in church. They are anxious to 
teach, work, and help in ministry. They' re 
just waiting to be asked. 

Mission Field-
If your church is not reaching out Lo sin

gles in your community, who is? Who is 
sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with 
them, if you aren't? Where better for single 
adults to meet than in the church? The 
Wesleyan Church is poised to offer a safe 
haven for the single adult who longs for 
friendship, instruction in the Christian life, 
and a place Lo belong. 

BUILDING SINGLES ... 
ONE BYONE 

The Department of Sunday School 
and Discipleship Ministries is available 
Lo support your ministry Lo single adults. 
We have multiple resources for individuals 
in your church and for those who are 
leading singles ministries. Be sure to check 
out our web pages at www.wesleyan.org/ssd 
or contact Darlene Teague at 
teagued@wesleyan. org 
for more information. 

Darlene Teague 
Singles Ministry Director 

c5wu1ap&~£!!££1 
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Director of Hephzibah Children's Home Honored WPH Hosts Book Fair 
I IJ this achievement. included in the expres-

~f ! sions of commendation was a tribute to 
Director Larry Freels from supervising 
General Superintendent Dr. Earle L. 
Wilson. "For more than a decade, Dr. 
Freels, you have, with distinction . served 

your God and T he Wesleyan Church as 
General Director o f Hephzibah Children 's 
Home. These compassionate ministries 
to at-risk children, unwed mothers and 
their infants bear unmistakable evidences 

of God's touch." 

More than 
LOO 

authors, book 
buyers, and 

others con
verged on 
Indianapolis, for a Spring Book Fair 

sponsored by Wesleyan Publishing 
House, on May 22. 

( I to r) D,: Ronald Bra1111011 (board chairperson). 
D,: Lany Freels, D,: Earle L. Wilson 

The Wesleyan Church's Hephzibah 
Children's Home in Macon, 
Georgia was recently added to 

The Council On Accreditation news 
release explained, " COA accreditation 
attests that an o rganizatio n meets the 
highest national standards and is delivering 
the best quality services to the community 

Seven WPH authors, including Ray 
Barnwell Sr., Jerry Brecheisen, Ken Heer, 
Wayne Schmidt, Mrutha Evans Sparks, 
Judy Garlow Wade, and Norman G. 
Wilson were on hand to autograph copies 
of their work. Representatives from 
Bru·nes and Noble ru1d other book retail
ers, as well as area pastors and Wesleyan 
church employees, attended the reception 
held at the International Center. 

the list of child care agencies which 
are certified by the Council on 
Accreditation for Children and Family 
Services (COA). On April 25, the Board 
of Directors al Hephzibah Children's 

Home, along with staff members, con
ducted a "praise time" in celebration of 

it serves . Hephzibah Children 's Home is 
proud to join CO A's Community of 
Excellence that includes more than 1,000 
private and public organizations that 
serve over 6,000,000 children, individuals, 
and fami lies in the U nited States and 
Canada." • 

"The response to our spring book 
line has been very gratifying," said 
General Publisher Donald D. Cady. 
"T hese books truly do ignite a passio n 
for God in all of li fe." • 

Groundbreaking Held at BBC 
G roundbreaking cere

monies for additional 
apartments were held at 
Bethany Bible College 
on May 2. The modem , 
self-funding townhouse 
apartment building contains 
l 6 apartments-eight each 
o f three and two-bedroom 
units, housing both married 
and single students. 

President David 
Medders gave the fol
lowing portion of the (I tor) CFO Ivan Graham looks 011 
groundbreaking dedica- as President David Medders 111ms 

tion prayer: "With soil m gro1111dbreaki11g. 

gratitude to God for His hand of favor and blessing, in 
celebration of every man and woman called by God 
into ministry, and the partnership that Bethany enjoys 
w ith our home Atlantic District, The Wesleyan Church 
across North America, and the Ch1istian church 
throughout the world as we raise up godly leaders for 
the cause of Christ." 

Completion is antic ipated by mid-August. • 
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IWU Dedicates 
Leadership Center 

Indiana Wesleyan University 
dedicated two buildings ... 

MAXWELL CENTER FOR B USINESS 

AND LEADERSHIP 

LEWIS A. JACKSON LIBRARY 

during the spring meeting of the 
!WU Board of Trustees. 

The Maxwe ll Center, which 
opened in 1997. was named in 
honor of Dr. John C. Maxwell, 
Dr. Lawrence Maxwell, and their 
father, Dr. Melvin Maxwell. The 
two sons are IWU trustees. 

John Maxwell is a Wesleyan pas
tor and an authority on leadership. 
He speaks to more than 350,000 
people annually and has written sev
eral bestselling books. Lawrence 
Maxwell is a developer of ret irement 
communities, apartments, and shop
ping centers in Florida. He also is a 
shareholder in two Florida banks. 

Melvin Maxwell was a pastor, 
distric t superintendent, and 

(I to r) Jol,11 Maxwell, Melvin M axwe 
and wwre11ce Maxwell 

President of C ircleville Bible 
College for the Churches of Chri 
in Christian U nion. 

IWlJ's new library, which 
opened in January, is named in 
honor of a 1939 graduate of the 
University, Lewis A. Jackson. 
Jackson trained the famed Tuskegt 
Airmen and later served a te rm 
as President of Central State 
University, Wilberforce, OH. • 
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Students "Grow" 
to Great Lengths to 
Give to Those in Need 

In the Houghton ,u·ea, 35 individuals
including members of the loca l 
community----donated their hair, with con
tributions ranging from 10 to 21 inches 
in length. Two local hairstylists gave free --.-=-.-,..,--~--~ haircuts and styles to anyone 

Though many had ~ participating in th~ proje.ct. (I to r) Julia Jacob, Angela Pearce, 
and Lisa Kolb 

getting a 
hair cut, 
and it 
especially 
w~mned 
my heart 
thinking 
that a child been involved in ~· - 1 The effort, which sta1ted out 

service projects last fa ll , as a conversation would be a little happier as a result." 
before, a group of about haircuts, "grew into a For others, the decision was a li tt le 

more difficul t. Alison Flaherty had to 
confront selfishness and the fear of part
ing with the hair she hadn ' t cut since 
sixth grade. "But l just made the deci 
sion and went through with it," said 
Flaherty, who was a little shocked when 
the stylist held up the freshly trimmed 
2 1 inches in front of her. "I didn' t know 
my hair was that long." Now she's glad 
she was involved . " I th ink this project 
was great. It was an awesome way to 
show our love for God by loving oth
ers. Besides, I can always grow my hair 
back, right?" • 

Houghton College reflection of the giving hearts 
female students of Houghton students," said 
recently found a Laura Goodfellow, resident 
new meaning for director of Lambein Hall. 
the phrase "giving of yourself." Laura organized the project and donated 

The students helped initiate a project lO inches of hair. She continued, "That's 
that donated more than 467 inches of what God calls us to do. It's exciting. It 
hair to the non-profit organization means that people care and see this as a 
"Locks of Love." Founded in 1997, meaningful cause. Some people . . . sup-
Locks of Love provides hairpieces to ported this enough that they were willing 
financially disadvantaged children under to give up a part of themselves for it." 
age I 8, who are suffering from long- Tamarah Czebotar said donating her 
term medical reasons for hair loss. Since hair was really no big deal. " I also 
its first year of ministry, Locks of Love enjoyed being able to benefi t someone 
has helped over 1,000 children. else by doing something as simple as -reported by Jason Mucher 

A lifetime of regret. 
Mosl vehicu lar accidents lhat relig io us 
o rgan izatio ns experience can be avoided , 
includ ing 15-passenger van rollovers. 
Le t us show you how. 

Our l 5-minule "Transpo rt.a tion Safe ty" 
video and accompanying booklcl guide 
you through vehicle maintenance, driver 
screening and drivi ng tips. O ur vehicle 
checklisl is some thing every d river shou ld 
use before a trip. All a re free to you, sim
ply for asking. 

Go to our Web site a t 
www.churchm utua l.com/ transport o r call 
us at (800) 554-2642, ext. 4205 . T here 's 
no reason to ,vait. 

Real Issues. 
Real Answers. 

3000 Schuster Lane • P.O. Box • 35 i 
Merrill • WI• 544:l2-0:\5i \\1,,\·,rhurchmu-

1ual.com 
Church \lunW is oot of on!Y thrtt comp.iruM 10 ~ r:ut"d A• 

(Supc-nor) fo• Y.>con!ttutnl: u·an t,. mdmtn .uW\~ A.~I Bdi. 

~~%~/1. 
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... NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Wesleyan Receives VFW National 
Teacher Education Award 

' 

Barbara Bias of 
Huntington, WV, has 
been recogni zed by the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW) and its Ladies 
Auxiliary VFW. Since 
1999, they have honored 
teachers in grades K- 12, 

for their promotion of citizenship educa
tion in their classrooms. 

A teacher for 38 years, Barbara has 
been a member of First Wesleyan 
Church in Huntington for SO years. 
She did short-term missionary work wi th 
"YES Corps" in 1969 and 197 1. 

ln addi tion to being honored as the 
teacher of the year for grades K-5, 
Barbara received $ 1,000 each for her 
professional development and her school, 
Meadows Elementary. She was also 
given an all-expenses-paid trip to the 
VFW and Ladies Auxiliary National 
Community Service Conference in 
Washington, D.C., in March 2003. 

Ernstena Parker 
Receives Honorary 
Doctorate 

John Wesley College of 
High Point, NC conferTed 
the Doctor of Human 
Letter , honoris causa 

('"deserving of honors"), on Ernstena 
Parker, during their May graduation cere
monies. The college cited her various 
ministries as a pastor's wife, trainer for 
Evangelism Explosion. charter board 
member or High Point Pregnancy Care 
Center. board member for Hephzibah 
Children's Home, Urban Mini stries. and 
John Wesley College, and her humani tar
ian and missionary work in 60 countries. 

Dr. Parker is the widow of Dr. Clyde 
Parker, who served as senior pastor of 
First Wesleyan Church in High Poi nt. 

... NEWS FROM COLLEGES & SEMINARIES 

Asbury Seminary Elects Chancellor 
Dr. Max ie D. Dunnam has been 

elected Chancellor or Asbury Seminary. 
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beginning July 2004. A presidential tran
sition committee will guide the search 
for a new President, and wi ll make its 
recommendations to the Board in the 
spring of 2004. 

Houghton College Holds 
Baccalaureate and Commencement 
Services 

(I to r) D,: Ar111ige1; D,: Cha111berlai11. D,: McClain 

At oraduation ceremonies, Houghton b 

President Daniel Chamberlain presented 
Dr. Thomas Armjger and Dr. Greg McClain 
with honorary doctorates of divinity. 

Dr. Arm iger serves as a General 
Superintendent of The Wesleyan Church, 
and Dr. McClain is senior pastor of 
Hamburg Wesleyan Church. 

IWU Professors Named As 
Fulbright Scholars 

Two Indiana Wesleyan University 
faculty members have received Fulbright 
Awards to do research abroad during the 
next year. 

Dr. Michael Boivin will be in Uganda 
and Kenya for a year. and Dr. Kenneth 
Schenck will spend three months in 
Germany. 

SWU Student Accepted 
Into National Medical 
Research Program 

Rupal Shah. a junior 
biology and chemistry 
major at Southern 

Wesleyan Uni versity. was recently 
selected, along wi th six other national 
applicants. to participate in the "Summer 
Scholar·· program at the Children's 
Hospital of Kjng's Daughters and 
Eastern Virginia Medical School for the 
summer. 

Scholarship Awarded 
atWSF 

The Wesleyan 
Seminary Foundation, on 
the campus of Asbury 
Theological Seminary, 
has announced the recip

ient of the Wilber T. Dayton Scholarship 
for the 2002-2003 school year. The 
award has been presented to Lenny 
Luchetti . 

There are approximately 60 Wesleyans 
enrolled on the campus of Asbury. 

... DISTRICT NEWS 

Chesapeake 

Dr. Ira Taylor. pastor 
of National Wesleyan, 
Hyattsville. MD, has 
been named as the 35,h 
recipient of the Claude 
A. Ries Pastor of the Year Award. 

Houghton College President Daniel 
Chamberlain made the presentation on 
the college campus, noting that Dr. 
Tay lor is the fi rst individual to receive 
the award twice. He was first honored in 
1978. National Wesleyan has been under 
his leadershi p for l 2 years. 

Greater Ohio 

Firs/ Wesleyan Church o.f Dayton 
recently celebrated 16 1 years of min
istry. After special services in the 
morning worship time. the church mem
bers and guests continued the 
celebration by having a can-y-in dinner, 
fo llowed by a musical program in the 
afternoon. 

Rev. Howard Philip serves as their 
supply pastor. 

July/August 2003 I TWA 



~ 
WESLEYAN L I F E 

Vlarriage Enrichment Seminar 
teld at Brown County State Park 

~ 
n enthusiastic 
group attended 
the May 2003 

rnrriage enrichment 
eminar sponsored 
y Indiana Central 
>istrict Wesleyan 
1en. The two-day 
athering at Brown 
:ounty, IN featured 
uest speaker Jerry 
:recheisen- author, 
rnsician, and 
>irector of Media 
)r the Department 
f Communications 
f The Wesleyan 
:hurch. He and his wife. Carol, were 
>ined by 78 other maJTied couples. 

The seminar inc luded times of fun , 
ames, and inspirational meetings. 
1cluding the closing session that chal-

lenged those in attendance to be men 
and women living as a couple for God . 

Roger Gross serves as President of the 
IN Central Wesleyan Men. These semi
nars have become annual events. 

Daybreak Community Wesleyan Church 

Hudsonville, Michigan 

Wesleyan Investment Foundation provided fi nancing for the purchase of 
property, the building of the fu-st un it and a subsequent addition, and is in 

the process of funding the new youth ministry center at Daybreak. We salute 
Pastor Wes Dupin and the people of Daybreak who continue to reach the lost for 
Christ in their community. 

Let us partner with your church in your future expansion! 

WESLEYAN INvESTMENT FOUNDATION 

1Phone: 317-570-5136 • Fax: 317-842-6190 • E-mail: wif@wesleyan.org 
www.savewithwif.com 

The 
Magazine 

for 

Wesleyan 
Living 

0 YES! Start my two-year subscription 

lO The Wesleyan Advocate right away. I gel two 

full years for only $22.50 (Canada $3 1.50)! 

0 I'd prefer a one-year subscription 

for only $12.50 (Canada $17.50). 

0 New Subscription O Paymem Enclosed 

0 Gift Subscript.ion 

Given by: 

Name 

Address 

City/Stale/Zip -----------.,.. 

Church --------------

Mail to: The Wesleyan Advocme 
P. 0. Box 50434 

Indianapolis, IN 46250 

WESLEYAN 
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The Best in weslevan 
Information and Inspiration 

Subscribe 
Today! 
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Lives Will Change 
in Charlotte 

In ju~t six m?nths, a~other exciting chapter 
of history will be written for youth ministry 

in The Wesleyan Church. Adding to the rich 
heritage of life-changing events dating back 
to the late '60s, Charlotte 2003 (C3) is 
poised to serve the need and potential of our 
students as well as our Church. C3 will help 
shape the future of the Church by rallying 
thousands of young people to a lifetime of 
committed service to Christ. 

A Critical Moment-
I am deeply convinced that God has a 

special place in His heart for young people. I 
also believe that my colleagues throughout 
our denomination share that same conviction. 
God wants the best for our teens. He still has 
a plan, and they fit right in the middle of it. 
C3 is being structured and planned so as to 
connect our present Church with the future. 
Let us work together by planning, preparing, 
and praying for such a life and Church
changing event. 

A Line to Cross-
Join me in challenging this generation of 

young people to find and embrace God's spe
cific and anointed purpose for their lives. 
Three words are synonymous with the vision 
of Charlotte 2003: Consumed (Hebrews 
12:28-29); Called (1 Peter 1 :13-16); and 
Convinced (Romans 8:38). 

Changing the Future-
Charlotte 2003 will be our best opportu

nity to lay a foundation for what God will do 
through The Wesleyan Church in the next 
generation. I have not seen a generation 
more independent in their thinking or 
more driven to significance. Charlotte 2003 
will set the stage for this generation to cross 
the line-to be consumed, called, and con
vinced-so that they will be invested for life 
in serving Christ and His Church. 

Lives will change in Charlotte. The Church 
will change; the future will change. 

Ross OeMerchant 
General Director 

The Youth Department 

www.wesleyan.org 

ookClub 
W)esln•rm Women 

Unshaken 
By Fn111ri11e Rivn:r 

T his story about the Bible charact< 
Ru th helps us understand that Got 
is faith fu l to His children in every 
circumstance of their lives. 

CD of Unshaken available upo11 request 
for $14.99 plus postage. 

Delivered From The 
Powers or Witchcran 
By Moyobo S. Choongo 

Mayaba, a Wesleyan woman from 
Zambia, Africa, graphically te lls he 
scory of deliverance from witchcraf 
Although North American circum
stances may be different in culcun 
the bondage of Satan is no less rea 

Order your books through the 

Wesleyan Women General Offic 

Ca l I : 317/570-5164 

Wri ce: Wesleyan Women 
PO Box 50434 

Indianapolis, IN 46250 
E- ma i I : ww@wesleyan.org 

Fax: 317/570-5254 
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ENERAL CONFERENCE 2004 
r H E w E s L E Y A 

• A CATkERiNG of TkE WEslEyAN fAMily 
• CoNfERENCE SEssioNs 

N 

• DyNAMic SpEAkERs 

C H u R C 

• INspiRATioNAL WoRsltip SERvicEs 

JUNE 19 ~ 2J, 2004 
DEVos PlAcE • GRANd RApids, MicltiGAN 

OlfiCE o f 1liE GENERAi SECREIARY • PO Box 504H, lNdiANApolis, IN 46250 
E-~1Ail: GENERAlsECREIAny@wESleyAN.ORG • pliONE: H 7. 570. 5 I 54 • fAX: H 7. 570 . 5280 

October 25, 2003 

Time: 8:00 A.M. to 4:15 P.M. 

Location: Indianapolis, Indiana 
Indiana Wesleyan University 
3m Priority Way Drive South 

Cost: $89 

Register by Sept. 26 and pay just $69! 

You'll Learn 
• The Inspiration for Writing 

• The Discipline of Writing 

• The Mechanics of Writing 

• The Business of Writing 

Featuring 

H 

Jim Watkins, author of 14 books and ove r 1,500 articles 

Deb Strubel of BigScore Productions 

Free Consultations Available 
With 

Jerry Brecheisen, Department of Communications 

Darlene Teague, Sunday School and Discipleship 

Larry Wilson, Wesleyan Publishing House 

Register Online www.wesleyan.org/writer • Register by Phone 800.493.7539 



PERSONR\(STIMONY 
by Eldyn Simons 

The 
awn 
DI 

It was there in 1 997 
that I celebrated my 

80th birthday. 

E 
ndless, dark, and hopeless .. . that 
night was filled wi th utter despair, 
dread, and grief. An airplane had 
crashed in far-off Peru . . . 101 
were dead. Fifty of the dead were 

American high school exchange students 
who, as part of their summer program, 
had traveled to Cuzco and Machu Picchu, 
to experience the wonder and culture of 
the ancient Incas. Our only son, Philip, 
was among the dead. 

In the 18th chapter of Second Samuel, 
I had often read of David weeping for 
his son. The king ... wept: "O my son 
Absalom! My son, my son Absalom! If 
only I had died in your place! 0 Absaloni, 
my son, my son!" Now I knew his grief. 
And I wept: "O Philip, my son- my 
son, Philip." 

It was August 9, 1970. We were pas
toring a small country church we had 
re-opened. Everything was going well. 
That day I preached the last of a three
part series of messages from Philippians, 
where the Apostle Paul exclaims that he 
counts "all things as loss for the excel
lence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
my Lord." Then Paul lays out his desires: 
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1) that he might 
know Christ, 
2) that he might 
know the power 
of His resurrec
tion; and 3) that 
he might share 

in the fellowship of his Lord's sufferings. 
It was on that last topic I preached 
that Sunday of the plane crash. How 
easy it is to preach, but so hard to fulfill ! 

Three of our four daughters were 
at home. The fourth was with her hus
band, in Virginia. We had retired early, 
but were awakened by a phone call 
from our son-in-law. A plane canying 
American exchange students was down 
near Cuzco. All were believed dead. 
I awakened the girls. We were sure 
Philip was gone. We gathered close. 
We prayed. We waited for the fi nal word 
from the State Department. Opening her 
Bible at random, my wife saw only one 
line-the beatitude that declares: Blessed 
are those who mourn, for they shall be 
cornforted. Coincidence? We do not 
believe so. God was at work, bringing 
the comfort we so desperately needed. 

Hour after hour, I lay awake. The 
long night gave way to dawn. For me, it 
was a dawn without hope. But then, just 
outside our bedroom window, a song 
sparrow joyfully heralded the new day. 
It was then, in the depths of my being, 
God spoke: "My eye is on that sparrow 
and My eye is on you. Be certain of 
this: I love each of you! Romans 8:28 is 
stilJ true. Trust Me to bring forth good." 

Family and friends gathered about 
us; casserole dishes rattled in the 
kitchen; prayers and love poured in. 
There came to us a dawn of hope. 

And then God gave us a love for 
Peru and her people. We went once
to weep with the Peruvians on the sec
ond anniversary of the crash. '!\vice, 
we went as short-term missionaries. It 
was there in 1997 that I celebrated my 
8Q•h birthday. 

Twenty-six years later, on August 9, 
yet another anniversary date of the 
plane crash, I was asked to speak at 
the funeral of a friend. There, l was 
approached by the then-president of 
Barbour Publishing Company. He asked 
that I write a book on the subject of 
"comfort." My book, The Dawn of Hope, 
was the result. I found it to be one of the 
good things God had promised. It centers 
on the theme of our Father's grace 
revealed to us in our need, and upon the 
words of 2 Corin thians l :3-5-Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of mercies and God of 
all comfort, who comforts us in all our 
tribulation, that we may be able to com
fort those who are in any trouble, with 
the comfort with which we ourselves are 
comforted by God. For as the sufferings 
of Christ abound in us, so our consola
tion also abounds through Christ (NKJV). 

In this life, we may face so many of 
the realities of grief: the loss of our 
loved ones, sickness, miscan"iage, mis
understandings, empty arms and empty 
hearts. But, Beloved, remember to 
hope, trust, and rejoice .. . 
the dawn of God's eternal 
day draws near! • 

Eldyn Simons is a retired 
Wesleyan pastor who Lives in 

Cuba, NY. 

Order The Dawn of Hope online through 
Wesleyan Publishing House

www.wcsleyan.org/wph 

Inspirational Library: The Dawn of Hope: 
Encouragement for Those Who Grieve 

Simons, Eldyn 

Paperback 
Retai l Price: $4.97 
Our Price: $4.47 You Save: 
$0.50 (10%) 
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Introduces s1L1de11rs to fo11nda1io11a/ business principles that can be immediately applied i11 the 
marketplace or used as a stepping stone 10 a bachelor s degree. 

Bachelor of Science in Management (BSM) 
Prepares men and women in business to be dynamic leaders in a global e11vironme11t. 

Bachelor of Science in Business Information Systems (BIS) 
Enables graduates to assist and lead organizations in the planning, development, a11d 
operation of info rmation syste11t5. 

Master of Business Administration (MBA) 
Provides knowledge a11d crede11tia/s needed for a career path as senior manager or executive. 

Master of Science in Management (MSM) 
De11e/ops f11111re leaders by placing an emphasis 0 11 leadership. com1111111icario11, 
and strategic management. 

Master of Education (MED) 
Develops teachers to be "Age111s of Change·· with emphasis 011 "Theo,)' to Practice Model" 
in a collaborative /eami11g e11 viron111e111. 

IW~ e Indiana Wesleyan University 

IWUonlinc.com 800-895-0036 
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New-Practical, 
Innovative Resources 

Lead On 
Why Churches Stall and 

How Leaders Get Them Going 

By Wayne Schmidt 
Foreword by Bill Hybels 

Are you frustrated by the slow pace of change in your ministry? 

Wayne Schmidt analyzes the reasons why God sometimes moves 

slower than expected and provides insight that will enable you to-

ame 
01.esus 
withYou 

JCDY GARlOli' I. DE 

Understand God's Timing 
Overcome Obstacles 
Deal with Deception 
Resolve Conflict 
Renew Covenants 
Produce Authentic Growth 

~; leapm~ 
JIJ~ 

'
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W.W•lle 

J o ~ n B. c o n n o r 

Lead On 
Wlh y Churches Stall 

and How Leaders 

Get Them Going 

FOREWORD BY BILL HYBELS 

BKBC14 ~ 

Special s10.99 

Take the Name of Jesus with You 
A Practical Guide for Reaching Your 
Community through Prayer 

Let Sleeping Lizards Lie 
Cultural Observations That 

The Call of a Lifetime 
Is the Ministry God's 
Plan for Your Life? 

By Judy Garlow Wade 

BKBB02 $11 .99 

+wesleyan 
U publishing 

house 

igniting a passion for God in all of life! 

Will Change the Way You Think 
about God, Yourself, and Others 

By John H. Co11nor 

BKBB01 $9.99 

By Keith Drury 

BKBC15 ~ 

Special $8.99 

Order these new releases for yourseh 
and for your church today 



by Norman G. Wilson, General Editor 

A Time of 
Remembrance 

D
o you ever wonder if what you do makes a real 
difference? This letter from a *soldier in Iraq, to 
his pastor of thir ty years ago, was a confirmation 

that your labor is not in vain. 

"Most people have a basic understanding of what 
happens during a Communion service, and what it s ig
nifies . It is more than just a Christian sacrament in 
which bread and wine are eaten. Communion symboli
cally represents the spiritual union that takes place 
between Christ and the person . It is 

body, which is/or you; do this in remembrance ofme. 
He looked us in the eye and spoke to each of us indi
vidually, sharing not only the bread, but also the 
phrase from the Bible verse. He did the same when 
he shared the grape juice, as well. The pastor continued 
and said, In rhe same way after supper he rook the cup, 
saying 'This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.' 

"It's been thirty years since that worship service, but 
the impact of that night remains. Whenever I take 

Communion, I think back to that night 
more than just eating. It is a time 
of remembrance-a time to com-
mune with God. 

"Communion always invokes in 
me a memory from my early child
hood. It is a memo1y that I have 
cherished for many years. It was 

The impact 
of that night 

so many years ago. 
"I am a soldier (presently serving 

in [raq), and over the years I have 
celebrated Communion many times 
and in many places. I have celebrated 
it with my family, in churches and 
chapels all around the country. While 

. 
remains. 

30 years ago, and as a small boy of 
only seven or eight, my family attended an evening 
Communion service at our church. It was a candlelight 
service, and the only event for the evening was family 
Communion. The families would come in and sit qui
etly near the back of the church. When the family in 
front of us had finished, it would be our tum to stand, 
walk down the center isle, and move to a seat in the 
pew-at the front of the church. The young pastor met 
us and shook my dad's hand. He chatted with him for a 
few minutes and then spoke to my mom and each of us 
kids. I was impressed that the pastor seemed to 
know so much about us. Not just my parents' names, 
but the names of us kids and what my parents did, as 
well. After we chatted for a few minutes, the pastor 
began to pray for my parents. He prayed for them by 
name. He prayed for their success at their jobs. He 
prayed for my sisters and me by name too, and prayed 
that we would do well in school. 

"When he had finished praying, he began to serve 
Communion. In quiet reverence the pastor picked up 
the plate that held the bread, and he began to speak. As 
he offered us the bread and grape juice, he leaned for
ward as he went down the row and quietly whispered 
the words from 1 Corinthians 11:24-25. This is my 

deployed, I have celebrated Communion 
in the cold of Korea, the jungles of Panama, and the 
sands of Iraq. But in all of those times, a memory 
comes back: the memory of a caring pastor who knew 
everyone in my family by name and prayed for us indi
vidually; the memory of the warm candlelight glow of 
the sanctuary and being with my fam ily as we shared a 
special worship service; the memory of a time when a 
young pastor leaned forward and, speaking the words 
of Jesus, looked me in the eye and quietly offered me 
some bread and grape juice. And I, reaching out my 
hand to receive it, communed with Jesus instead." 

The letter continued ... 

"Rev. Wilson, I wrote this-hoping it would be a 
blessing to you. I found that in writing I have been 
blessed as I wrestled with understanding why that 
Comm union service was so memorable for me." 

*Maj. John Shank is a member of the United States Army. 

Editor's note: I was that young pastor. If my life's work 
was summed up in helping one child understand the 
meaning of Christ's sacrifice on Calvary ... "My living 
has not been in vain." • 
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Batteries 
Included 

• Features Electronics manufacturers finally got it! 
Those of us who have ever tom open 

the package of a newly-purchased gadget, 
only to discover that there weren 't any 
batteries included, rejoice over the obvi
ous policy change. The appliance is 
useless without a source of power. 

Two Miracles .... . .......................... . .......... 5 

A Father's Legacy ....................... ... ....... ... .. . 6 

I know it's trite, but I'm glad that our 
Manufacturer included the batteries when 
He saved us. Circumstances without 
strength would be more than we could 
handle. He knew it. So He included the 
spiritual power source-spiritual bat
teries with a lifetime warranty. But He 
added the personal touch along with the 
power. He put an eternal "get well card" 
in His Word. He mentored counselors and 
scientists to represent Him at our courts 
or crashes. He left the light on so we 
could maneuver in our darkest hours. And 
all the while, He whispers love sonnets to 
our spirit so that we will never feel alone. 

lime Well Spent ............ . ........................... . 7 

• Departments 

The writers in this issue obviously 
knew about a "batteries included" rela
tionship with God. Their journeys of 
faith along the fault lines of life had 
everything provided to keep them and 
comfort them while the storms blew. 
Watch for the signposts they left along 
the way, and be strengthened by faith in 
one whose arm is always long enough to 
reach you where you are. 
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W11s/11yan.org 
Has a N11w Look 

The official web site for The 
Wesleyan Church, www. wesleyan .o 
has a new look. The redesigned 
site was launched in mid-July. 
Individual Departmeots and offic 
are still responsible for their pag, 
design. 

All of the features of the prev 
ous site are sti ll available, and th 
intent of the new design is to ma 
it easier to navigate, to decrease 
load time, and update the graphic 
look. 

Wesleyan .org receives an 
average of one million hits per 
month, from thousands of visitor 

See the new look at 
http ://www. west eyan .org. 
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A s I look back over my 
relationship with God, 
two events-which I 
believe were miracles

stand out that demonstrate the love 
and fa ithfulness of my Lord. 

Both incidents happened over 20 
years ago when my wife found a lump, 
the size of an acorn, in her breast. A 
mammogram indicated that on a scale of 
one-to-five, the result was about four 
and one-half, that it would be malig
nant. The doctor explained to Marjorie 
that he probably would have to perfonn 
a radical mastectomy. So a date was set 
for her to enter the hospital, for a 
biopsy. 

However, she had a chest infection 
which had to be cleared up before hav
ing any type of anesthetic. So for three 
weeks, many of our relatives, friends, 
and people on prayer chains at several 
churches aJI interceded for her. 

On the afternoon before the sched
uled biopsy, I took Marjorie to the 
hospital. The next morning, while shav
ing, I was extremely worried and 
nervous and felt as if I were coming 
apart. As a worse-case scenario flooded 
my mind, my hands began shaking, 
and I had to stop shaving. 

For three years I had taught the 
gospel of John to my eighth grade 
Sunday school class. I recalled John 
14:27-Peace I leave with you, my 
oeace I give unto you: not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid 
(KN ). 
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by Edgar A. Evans [ 

As those words popped into my 
mind, I said, "Father, where is this peace 
that Your Word promises? I have been 
teaching about it for three years. He lp 
me, Lord!" It was as if someone had 
turned on a switch, for I was immedi
ately calm and felt at peace. I even sang 
while I drove to the hospital! To me, 
that was the first miracle. 

Before the doctor went into surgery, 
he said to me, "I will be out in about an 
hour if everything goes well. But I do 
have ano ther surgeon ready to ass ist me 
if we find a malignancy." 

An hour and a half later, my new
found peace was beginning to fray. 
When the doctor finally came out, he 
apologized for taking longer than he had 
told me he'd take. He explained that 
when he made the incision, the acorn
sized lump was no longer there. All 
that remained was some scar tissue. He 
sent a sample of it to the Jab, and the 
results showed that the sample was 
benign. He couldn't believe it, so he had 
sent two more samples to the lab. They, 
too, were benign. He concluded his con
versation by saying, "Your wife is fine, 
Mr. Evans." 

Later, Marjorie asked the doctor if he 
thought what had happened was a miracle. 
He said, "I' ve heard of such things. All I 
know is that you had a lump which is no 
longer there. There's no other way to 
account for it. So, yes, I guess I would say 
it was a miracle." And, to me, that was 
the second miracle. 

How I praise the Lord for His faith
fulness and His love! • 

Edgar A. Evans is a freelance writer 
from Irvine, CA. 

tldlib 
Faith 

by Chris McOuade 

We often hear great testimonies 
of people who were pulled up 

out of the trenches of a life of drug 
and alcohol abuse-or other sins- by 
the grace of Christ. I used to think, 
''I wish I had a testimony like that." 
But I don' t. 

When I was four years o ld, my dad 
was using me as a practice audience 
for a Sunday school class that he was 
going to be teaching. It was on M oses 
and the Ten Commandments. At the 
end, he was going to give an invitation 
to receive Christ. I raised my hand and 
right there, kneeling by the couch
with Mom on one side and Dad on the 
other- m y parents led me to Christ. 

Sometimes I think that for most 
kids, four is a little young. Does a 
four -year-old child understand the 
gospel? The Bible tells us to be hum
bled as little children (Matthew 18:4). 
I may not have theologically under
stood the magnitude of what Christ did 
for me, but I knew that Jesus loved me 
and died for my sins, and I invited 
Him to live in my heart. 

As a teenager, I rededicated my life 
to Christ and was baptized. I knew, 
though, that the Lord had been holding 
me in His arms since that day when I 
knelt down and prayed with my par
ents , years earlier. 

When I look back on life and some 
of the paths placed before me- some 
of which may have led me through 
the trenches-I am grateful for the 
conviction of the Holy Spirit who 
has lived in me since I was four. My 
testimony may be simple, but there are 
enough struggles in life, and I am glad 
that I didn ' t have to walk through the 

trenches alone. • 

Chris McQuade resides in Hazel Park, Ml, 
and is a freelance writer. 



I wish I didn't know about sui
cide. But on a cold January night, 
my father left his walle t and a 
brief note on his office desk, went 

outside and , sitting against a roll of 
snow fencing, propped a rifle against 
his jaw and pulled the trigger. 

At the time, I was a 19-year-old 
college student. Because I identified so 
strongly with my dad, his death started 
a chain of events that included panic 
attacks and an obsessive fear that I, too, 
might hann myself. It was only after 
two years of crying out to God and 
working with a Christian therapist that 
I began to heal from the havoc wrought 
in my life, by my father 's death. 

Unfortunately, that 's been easier said 
than done. In my mind, Dad's death is 
like the bomb dropped over Nagasaki 
in 1945-the shocking final e to WWII 
that made all other events of the conflict 
pale in comparison to the desn·uction it 
caused. True, Dad's suicide was only a 
single, awful action in his 48 years, but 
it colors every other memory I have 
of him. I struggled with anger at him for 
leaving my family and me to deal with 
all the problems he left behind, and the 
new ones his death created. For the most 
part, it 's a sad inheritance Dad left me. 

Perhaps it sounds selfish to have 
concentrated so much on how Dad 's 
death affected me-and not on what led 
him to take his own li fe. But g rief of 
any kind is, by nature, self-centered. I 
have had to think of myself for my own 
peace of mind. I'm still a live; there's 
no thing more I can do for my father. 
Certainly, I am sad that he never learned 
how to persevere despite disappointment 
and failure. He missed out on knowing 
his kids as adults, and meeting their 
spouses and his g randchildren. Many 
times I have mentally beaten myself up 
with recrimination, questioning what I 
could have done to help him. 

I have also wondered about my 
father 's eternal destiny, but when it 
comes down to it, such speculation is 
futile and pointless. Dad determined 
his own fate, not me. While he made a 
profess ion of faith in Christ, as a youth; 
where he is now is up to a merciful 
God. The outcome is out of my hands. 
It is more fruitful to focus my ener
gies on my life and my walk with the 
Lord than it is to agonize over the past 
or wonder whether I will see Dad when 
I get to heaven. 

In The Count of Monte Cristo, Edmond 
Dantes is unjustly imprisoned and, in a 
moment of anguish, contemplates killing 
himself, but then recoils at the thought 

and says, " Die? Oh, no! Not die now, 
after having Li ved and suffered so long 
and so much! ... No, I want to live; I 
shall struggle to the very last; I will yet 
win back the happiness of which I have 
been deprived." 

I read this book in the midst of 
despair over my father 's death, and 
determined that this was how I wanted 
to respond to my own pain. How much 
better to let suffering have its purpose as 
a springboard for recovery, rather than a 
reason to die! I realized this was the 
message of Romans 8:28-And we know 
that in all things God works for the good 
of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose. As I 
love and follow God, He will bring 
about good in my life, despite the cir
cumstances. His plan for me-and all of 
His creation- is not condemnation and 
harm, but hope and a future (Jer. 29: 11 ). 
His grace is more than sufficient to deal 
with anything that happens (2 Cor. 12:9). 

I am thankful that I discovered the 
truth of the abundant life that God prom
ises (J n. I 0: I 0), even in the midst of 
troubles (Jn. 16:33), confirmed in the 
Word and borne out by experience. • 

-excerpted from The War Cry, June 23, 200 I 
Penny Schlaf Musco lives in Montclair, NJ, 

and is a freelance writer. 

How much better 
to let suffering 
have its purpose 
as a springboard 
for recovery, 
rather than a 
reason to die! 



TIME 
t\'ELL SPE 

by Judy Stoner 

A 
s I left the house, I thought of 
all the things I had to do that 
day. I considered skipping 
my weekly visit with Aunt 

~artha. After all , she wouldn't know 
he difference. But something compelled 
ne to turn toward the nursing home. 

The car radio was tuned to a Christian 
tation. "Today, the reading is from Psalm 
,6: 10," the speaker was saying. Be still, 

ind know that I am God. 
"Being still" certainly applied to 

\unt Martha. Now that she has 
\Jzheimer 's, she rarely talks. It 's hard to 
:ommunicate with her. She doesn' t have 
my idea what's going on outside the 
1ursing home. When I mention things 
·rom her past, she just stares at me. 
)ften, I run out of things to say, and we 
ust s it in silence. 

Thinking of the second part of the 
:cripture left a dull ache in my heart. 
-Ier walk with Christ had been a big part 
>f my aunt 's life. She never passed up 
m opportunity to share her faith with 
>thers. But now that she didn't even 
·ecognize her relatives or friends , how 
;ould she still know God? 

Today, I 'd brought along a book that 
~ad colored pictures of mountains. The 
minute I saw the book, I thought of Aunt 
Martha and Uncle Jim. When they were 
younger, they loved to hike. Their yearly 
vacations always centered on different 
mountain trails. 

My aunt's react ion to the book sur
prised me. I thought she might like to 
look at the pictures. She did more than 
look, though. As she slowly turned the 
pages, she rubbed her hand over each 
picture- talking in her own way. I 
: ouldn ' t tell by her garbled words if she 
was talking about hiking, or if she was 
merely commenting on the beauty of the 
scenery. It dido ' t matter. What mattered 
most was the fact that she was creating 
l1er own adventure. 
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Turning back to the front of the book, 
she leafed through the pages until she 
found the picture of a church sitting high 
upon a mountain. She slowly traced the 
cross with her finger and in a clear voice 
said, "Our Father." 

A small surge of hope filled my 
heart. The picture had somehow evoked 
a memory. God was still present in my 
aunt's life. Not in a way I expected Him 
to be, but at her level. 

Be still and know that I am. It would 
have been interesting to know what Aunt 
Martha was thinking. But I had long ago 
given up asking her questions. I simply 
let her be in the present. It felt good to 
know there was still something ins ide 
her that remembered God. 

Be still and know. I didn 't want to break 
into her thoughts, so I silently ilianked God 
for giving me this opportunity. I longed for 
my aunt to be different, but God was show
ing me He loved her as she was. 

Be still. I usually feel discouraged after I 
leave the nursing home. There's so little 
I can do for Aunt Martha. But today, I 
realized that just spending time with 
her--even though we don 't talk much
is not only good for her; it's good for me. 

Be. Being with my aunt allows me to 
slow my hectic pace and reflect on 
what's important. Today, watching her 
reaction to the picture of the church 
made me realize that having God in my 
life is important. He is with [us] always 
(Matthew 28:20), as He promised--even 
when I least expect it. 

I smiled, thinking how I had almost 
decided to not go visit Aunt Martha that 
morning. Now I knew Who had influ
enced my decision to tum toward the 
nursing home. • 

Judy Stoner is a freelance writer 
from Portland, IN. 

Give Us This Day 
BY MARTHA EVANS SPARKS 

Point of "ope-
ood sees individuals, not a faceless 

crowd. 

D o you ever think of the person 
you care for as evidence that 

your labor for God has borne fruit? 
Your crown may consist of one child 
you taught to live successfully wim his 
or her diabetes. It may be one stroke 
victim who walked again, wim your 
help. It may be one adult whom you 
fed tl1ree times a day for many years. 

"Well done, good and faitl1ful ser
vant!" said me master in Jesus' parable 
of the talents. "You have been faitl1ful 
wim a few mings; I will put you in 
charge of many things. Come and share 
your master's happiness!" (Matt. 25:23). 

So much of me world's progress 
involves individual actions. One by 
one, we are born; one by one we learn, 
eat, work, ail , recover, and finally, die. 
One by one, we will stand before God. 
Do not be ashamed if you have only 
one person to present as your hope, joy, 
and crown. 

Point of Help-
1 will mank God for my ailing loved 

one, my joy, and my crown. • 

---excerpted from Give Us This Day: Daily 
Hope/or Caregivers, by Martha Evans Sparks 



PERSoNfusTIMONY 
by Brent E. Powers 

Looking 

The good that God 
works to achieve is not 
up to us to determine. 

This puts those who are waiting 
for a donated Liver in a potentially 
serious ethical dilemma: What 
makes me more valuable than 
anyone else who is on a waiting 
list? How do I pray? For me to live, 

I 
have an illness called primary 
sclerotic cholangitis (PSC). It's 
a fatal liver disease that results 
when the bile ducts outside the liver 
become internally scarred and do not 

adequately transport bile from the liver to 
the small intestine, so that the bile backs 
up in the Liver and causes cirrhosis. 
Twenty-five years ago, people simply 
died from this disease; that is, if they 
didn' t commit suicide because of being 
unable to stand living in their own skin
due to some of the attending symptoms. 

Today, there is transplant surgery. I 
am told that liver transplantation for my 
condition is one of the most successful 
operations of any of the transplant surger
ies. Many patients are often back to a 
regular routine within several months and 
can expect to live a good stint of time 
after the surgery. My doctors say I'm a 
good candidate for a successful out
come, because I'm young (!) and the 
rest of my body is working pretty well. 

But all this presumes on the fact that I 
get a liver. Many people die because there 
aren't enough livers available. While, at 
times, a portion of a liver can come from 
what is called a " living donor," most livers 
come from people who die-those whose 
families are willing to donate their loved 
one's body parts so that others can live. 

22 www.wesleyan.org 

may mean that someone else on the 
waiting list won't live. 

As a Christian, the more I struggle 
with my own pain and deterioration, the 
more I realize that at some point, my 
life is no longer a story about me, but 
a story about God. I figure there are 
three options: 

• I will be fortunate enough to get a 
liver, have a successful surgery, and 
return to living more vibrantly than 
ever. There is so much that I have 
yet to give and do with my life. 

• I will die while I'm waiting for a 
liver, or as a result of the surgery 
not being successful. 

• I will not survive, but will be able 
to donate some of my organs so 
that others might live. 

Now I have to ask myself this ques
tion. What's bad about any of these 
options? If I die, I' ll go to be with our 
Lord. If I am able to become a donor, 
then I'll die knowing God was able to 
use me to work for the good of someone 
else. If I live, I'll have more time to 
enjoy my family and friends- and I'll 
be able to do my best to bring the good 
news to others. 

I believe in the scripture that says, 
God works for the good of those who 
love him . .. (Romans 8:28). The good 
that God works to achieve is not up to m 
to determine. God has not taken away my 
illness or distress, but here are some thingi 
that have happened in spite of them: 

I see differently. I've been practicing 
clinical social work in a mental health 
context for 25 years, and I'm much 
more attuned to the needs of people whc 
come in for treatment, feeling hopeless 
and desperate. 

I'm more bold. While unable to prose
lytize in a secular practice setting, I am 
often able to ask patients if they want to 
know what I think, and that often brings 
an opportunity to tell them how God 
wants to work for their good. 

I've been able to testify to colleagues 
-both Christians and non-Christians 
alike- about my belief in God 's love fo1 
me and His plan to bring good out of 
my situation. 

I've seen healing begin in my own 
family which has been tom apart in the 
last ten years, for a variety of reasons. 

I've enjoyed the active support of 
friends who have helped encourage me 
in this sometimes-terrible journey, and 
I've been blessed by the prayer support 
of those at High Point Wesleyan Church. 

Do you not know? Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting God, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth. He 
gives strength to the weary and 
increases the power of the weak . . . 
those who hope in the Lord will renew 
their strength. They will soar on wings 
like eagles; they will run and not grow 
wea,y, they will walk and not be faint 
(Isaiah 40:28-31). • 

Brent E. Powers lives in 
High Point. NC. 
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Join us today in prayer and preparation. 

For more information, visit us at www.wesleyan.org/ssd 

Click on the 
1 '1J!IJJF8f I 

logo 

For a free planning kit, call Joann at (317) 570-5189. 



The rewards of a Wesleyan education are well 

known. But what is not well known - in fact, 

what is often misunderstood - is how affordable a 

Wesleyan education can be. Over 90% ofWesleyan 

students receive financial aid. That's important 

because it means a Wesleyan school's cost cannot be 

judged solely by its "sticker price." Instead, first 

apply, find out what financial packages are available -

then compare.You'll find a priceless Wesleyan 

education is more affordable than you thought. 

And far more valuable than you ever imagined. 

A Wesleyan Education 
Education with a higher purpose. 

BETHANY BIBLE 
COLLEGE 
Sussex, New Brunswick 
Canada 
506-432-4400 
www.bethany-ca.edu 

HOUGHTON COLLEGE INDIANA WESLEYAN 
Houghton, NY UNIVERSITY 
800-777-2556 Marion, IN 
www.houghton.edu 800-332-6901 

www.indwes.edu 

OK.LAHOMA WESLEYAN SOUTHERN WESLEYAN 
UNIVERSITY UNfVERSITY 
Bartlesville, OK Central, SC 
800-468-6292 800-CU-AT-SWU 
www.okwu.edu www.swu.edu 



esleyan Pastor Ministers in Baghdad 
See page 10 



Blessed to be 
a blessing! 

The Ultimate Blessing 
Rediscovering the Power of God's Presence 

By Jo Anne Lyon 

Foreword by Ron Sider 

Popular teachings often equate blessings with material 

prosperity, health, and success. View blessings in a fresh way 

through Jo Anne Lyon's intriguing stories of power, loss, 

reconciliation and hope and discover the blessings 

God has especially for you! 

BKBF1 s ~ SPECIAL! $9.99 

Put Your Prayer in Acti 

ame 
of Jesus 
withYou 

BKBB02 ~ SPECIAL! $9.99 

Take the Name 
of Jesus with You 
A Practical Guide for Reaching 

Your Community through Prayer 

By Judy Garlow Wade 

If you walk the talk, take your talk on a walk! Learn about 

prayer walking, a powerful form of intercessory prayer. 

Pray for your community and see how God works. 
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house Order today 

igniting a passion for God in all of life! 



by Norman G. Wilson, General Editor 

Decisions That 
Determine Direction 

T
he Church world was shocked last summer by the 
decision of the Episcopal Bishops to affirm the 
election of an openly homosexual priest, to the 

office of bishop. Initial reaction was predicable. The 
secular media seemed to take delight in the sensational
ism of a major denomination fragmenti ng itself in what 
appeared to be a ratification of a potentially explosive 
issue. In the Church world, some were delighted and 
literally danced for joy, while others were filled with 
sorrow. The reaction of Bishop-elect Robinson was : 
"God is doing a new thing in the 

tion of decisions, the importance and consequence of 
which were not considered at the time. Somewhere in 
the recent history of the Episcopal Church, sixty-two 
bishops were ratified-sixty-two bishops who are will 
ing to place their judgment above the Word of God. All 
sixty-two of those decisions helped to pave the way 
for acceptance of Bishop Robinson. 

In the short term, The Wesleyan Church will proba
bly not be affected by a decision of the Episcopalian 
bishops. Although some denominations will be 

increased by the fa ll out of Episcopal 
world." But Bishop Duncan of 
Pittsburg-speaking for a group 
of twelve others-expressed 
disappointment and dismay when 
he said, "With grief too deep for 
words, the bishops who stand 
before you must reject this action 
... May God have mercy on this 
church." 

There are many ways to react to 
this troubling story. I wonder how 
many of us have joined the Bishop 
in that prayer for God's mercy 
upon his church? We are much 

Every decision 
has the potential 

of setting a 
direction that 

will determine 

members and others will feel the 
pressure to fo llow the path of least 
resistance to cultural pressures, most 
evangelicals wi ll wag our heads, utter 
our disapproval, and continue on 
cou rse . 

The president of one denomination 
said, "When a gay bishop walks in the 
church, the walls won 't fall down; 
they ' ll get used to it." He was right. 
The issue has already disappeared 

our destiny. from the headlines. As of this writing, 
evangelicals have moved on to debating 

more apt to stand in judgment, heaping coals of con
demnation upon their heads. After all , there is so much 
about the situation that contradicts God's clear and 
unequivocal Word. But the real debate here is not 
about Rev. Robinson's lifestyle. Would it be any more 
acceptable if this were heterosexual, rather than homo
sexual adultery? The plea for God to have mercy on the 
church, it seems to me, should be raised- not on this 
one troubling decision-but on the basis which made 
such a decis ion possible. 

Victor Hugo said, "Destiny is made up at cross
roads." The decis ions made at certain junctures 
determine the direction we take, and that direction 
leads to a predictable destination. 

The decision to ratify an openly-homosexual bi shop 
is not the decis ion that will ultimately determine the 
destiny of an historic church. It is, rather, the culmina-

the legality of placing the Ten 
Commandments in a public courtroom; and by 
press time, probably some other "hot button" 
will have been pressed. 

At this point in our history, the issue that is 
dividing the Episcopal Church is not even a blip on 
our radar screen. But before it is, perhaps we can use 
this sad chapter to remind ourselves that every decision 
we make- whether the ordination of a minister, the 
election of Church officials, a memorial to General 
Conference; or foundational issues dealing with bibli
cal authority or theological orthodoxy, even seemingly 
insignificant issues of lifestyle commitments-should 
be made with the realization that every decision has 
the potential of setting a direction that will determine 
our destiny. • 
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Wesleyan Pastor 
Ministers in Baghdad 

Christian congregations in 
Iraq-churches that provide 
a place of refuge for the ir 
estimated 800,000 adherents 
among the 27 million citizens 

I 'II do it," Wes Dupin, pastor of 
the fas t growing Daybreak 
Community Wesleyan Church 

in Hudsonville, Michigan, responded. 
World Hope International President 
Jo Anne Lyon had just invited him to 
join a humanitarian group which 
would be on a fact-finding tour to 
Iraq. " I didn ' t have a clue," Dupin says. 
" I just knew that I would be visiting the 
place that has been in the nightly news. 
And besides, d uring o ur church 's mis
sion convention I was made aware of the 
open doors for ministry in Iraq , and I 
was impressed to do what I could. " 

Days late r, he arrived in Aman, 
Jordan, and thought he would be fly ing 
to Baghdad . Instead, the vis ionary pastor 
and son of Evangelist Clyde Du pin found 
himself packed into an SUV with other 
members of the humanitarian group. 
After a I :00 A.M. departure, the Suburban 
was soon speeding across desert roads at 
100 mph, to avoid enemy gunfire. 

Trip of Interest to Media-
Dupin has videotaped this o nce-in-a

lifetime to ur of the beleaguered country, 
and is currently in negotiations with 
major news organizations for a T V docu
mentary. His story of Iraqi citizens and 
the estimated 75 Christian churches in 
Saddam Hussein 's former stronghold has 
drawn media attentio n. 

1n Baghdad , Pastor Dupin saw the 
bombed-out buildings, garbage-strewn 
streets, and- most of a ll- the frig htened 
and confused Iraqi c itizens walking the 
streets. "There were tanks everywhere," 
He commented. " We were staying in one 
of two hotels that were reserved for the 
international media. But the hotels were in 
the middle of the ' Green Zone,' a highly 
secured area- which meant that the group 
was subject to questioning and searches." 

First-hand Glimpse of Suffering-
Dupin 's first ass ignment was to vis it 

a Catho lic church in a g hetto area of 
Baghdad. The church, with its barricaded 
doors and windows, was typical o f the 

1 O www.wesleyan.org 

of the country. 
Pastors of the churches visited during 

Dupin's seven-day assignment by World 
Ho pe International- a compass ionate 
ministries rum of The Wesleyan Church
would pick three to four homes for an 
on-site visit. He was shocked by the living 
conditions. "The one-room or three-room 
homes held as many as fi ve fan1ilies. I 
met one fam ily of 15 , living in their tiny 
home with vi1tually no food," Dupin says. 
" Humanitarian aid is such a great need
and such a door of opportunity for the 
Christian community in North America." 

Mosul, Ancient City of Nineveh-
His itinerary incl uded a trip to Mosul, 

the city where Saddam Hussein 's sons 
had recently been killed. " I learned that 
Mosul is the biblical Ninevah, the 
wicked city that was the focal po int o f 
Jonah 's prophetic ministry; and it was 
still a place where w ickedness exists." 

While in Iraq , Dupin became 
friends with the Iraqi Ministe r of Health, 
Jim Haveman. Haveman, a nati ve o f 
Michigan, was appo inted by President 
Bush to aid Iraq in meeting humanitarian 
needs. He took Wes to the site of a mass 
g rave where hundreds of Iraqis had been 
buried . Haveman 's 85,000 employees 
are also responsible for exhuming those 
bodies and g iving them a proper burial. 

In Saddam's Palace-
"There I sat in the throne room of 

Saddam 's main palace--on Hussein 's 
throne chair!" Dupin re flected . lnvited 
to the palace by military chaplains, he 
was there for a chapel service. He adds, 
" Behind the throne was an 

Scud m issiles. 
Across the room 
was a portrayal 
o f heaven. And 
directly in front, 
was a painting 
of Jerusalem and 
the Do me of the 
Rock." He was 
told that Hussein's 

ultimate goal was to seize Jerusalem. 
Now, in the place where the dictator mm 
made his evil plans, a militru·y chaplain 
led his troops in a time of praise and 
worship to Christ. 

Dupin was asked to share in the 
chapel service. After he to ld the chapel 
attendees about his mission, he was late1 
swamped with their requests for Bibles, 
books, and Christian C Ds. The Daybreal 
Church is corresponding with those w ho 
gave Dupin the ir E-mail addresses, and 
is trying to meet the so ld iers' wishes. 

In Fear of His Life-
By week's end, Pastor Dupin remem

bers that " It became very depressing." He 
said, "The longer I stayed, the more unsafe 
l fe lt. I began lo wear a bullet-proof vest. I 
heard gunfire constantly." He commented 
that on one night, he became particularly 
fearful. "Father," he prayed, "You ' ll have 
to remove this overwhelming sense of 
insecurity." Not only was his prayer 
answered on that night; he also experi
enced God's sustaining grace during his 
return trip. On the way to the Jordanian 
border, his convoy was attacked, and a pas 
senger in one of the trucks was shot. Dupir 
was able to pray with the passenger while 
she was being treated for her wound. 

Asked to sum up his impressions of 
the trip to Iraq, Dupin to ld of going to a 
youth service in Baghdad. "The tempera
ture in the room was over l 00 degrees. 
There were about 50 people gathered in 
the small meeting place. And they were 
singing the same praise ru1d worship song 
that we sing in our church! We have an 
oppo1tunity to come alongside those dear 
people-to te ll them that we love them, tc 
let them know we are praying for them, tc 
provide resources, and to g ive them lead
ership training ." 

"I appreciate Jo Anne Lyon's hea1t for 
the world," he says. "Through 

World Hope international, The 
Wesleyan Church has been 
right there when the doors 
of opportunity have opened 
around the world." • 

for more informal ion o: 
World Hope International . . 

phone: 888.466.467 
E-mail : whi@worldhope.ne 
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Standard Church and 
fhe Wesleyan Church 

share many practical ministry 
goals . The Standard Church of 
America was organized in 1918, 
with the first General Conference 

Rev. R.C. Horner, and congregations 
were established from Quebec to B.C. 
National churches have also been 
established in Mexico, Egypt, and 
Ghana, Africa. being held at Prescott, Ontario, 

on December 23, 1918. The Church 
was officially incorporated in Canada 
in 1920, under the leadership of 

The Wesleyan Church has its roots 
in the mid- 1800's anti-slavery move
ment in the USA, and has grown since Joo:~:~:~~~~~~!~ 

the Annual Conference of ---------------------
then to serve through over 
1700 churches in North 
America-with churches the Central Canada District of 

The Wesleyan Church. The 
members of this conference 
voted unanimously to receive 
the Standard Church into its 
family. After years of prayer 
and hard work by the Standard 
Church in searching for a larger 
body to join, they voted in May, 
2003, to fo llow this track. 

The Standard Church and 
The Wesleyan Church enjoy a 
common Methodist heritage and 

(l to r) Dr. David Holdren, General Superintendent of The Wesleyan 
Church; Rev. George MacGarvey, General Superintendent of the 

Standard Church of North America; Rev. Donald E. Hodgins, District 
Supelintendent , Central Canada District of The Wesleyan Church 

and mission works in over 
80 countries worldwide. 

The leadership and 
congregants of both 
denominations are looking 
forward to what God will 
do as they join forces to 
expand His kingdom through 
the establishment and multi
plication of healthy, holy, 
vibrant, caring churches. • 

1 childhood saved. 
Asking a potential employee or volunteer 

to agree to a background check can be 
ve ry awkward. Let us help. 

Our "Chi ld Sexual Abuse" booklet 

offers six key screening suggestions, pro
vides background information and 

procedural guidelines. ft's yours free, sim

ply for asking. 

Go to our We b site at www.churchmu

tual. com/ a buse 

or ca ll us a t (800) 554-2642, 
ex t. 4205. Do it now. Please. 

Real Issues. 
Real Answers. 

:WOO Schuster Line • P.O. Hox 357 
~lerrill • \\1 • 544:'>2.0357 

""'w.ch11rd1mu111al .com 
C:hurrh ~lutual has hcc:n ralccl At (Supt·rior) by 
i1uluslryanal)'Sl A.~1. lkn c,cry }Car since 1952. 
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Teens Impacting 
Their Community 

Xtreme Youth Ministries of the 
Moncton Wesleyan Church of 
New Brunswick, Canada recently 

honored 15 graduates during evening 
services. The influence and impact of 
these students in their schools and 
community has been remarkable. 

Recognition included the following: 

• a 500-hour hospital volunteer 
• student body president 

• hockey MVP 
• Miss Teen New Brunswick 
• awards for exce llence in 

academics and sports 
• 4-year honor roll 
• fine arts excellence award 

for lead role of musical 
"Oliver" 

• captain of 
cheerleading team 
student council secretary 

• excellence award in voluntarism 
from the City of Moncton 

• 5 grads on youth student 
leadership team 

• graduating class president 
• math award 
• cheerleader of the year 

Laurel Buckingham serves as 
senior pastor and Dave Steeves (in 
photo, standing thi rd from the left) is 
youth pastor. • 

, v ftlether you are writ ing a message, you renew your 
W a bu lletin announcement, or a commitment to 

newsletter column, good Christian writing; 
commun ication skills add improve research, presentation, and 
to the effecti veness of your documentation skills; improve your 
ministry. Knowing g rammar and style; and learn to deal 
what to say and how with editors and publishers. The faculty 

Jim Watkins t ·1 t 1 ·11 · I d J" W ki h f 14 o say I no on y w1 me u e 1m at ns, aut or o 
gets your message across-it books and over 1,500 articles, and Deb 
helps you make a good first Strubel, book agent and former senior 
im pression. T he Wesleyan Deb Stmbet editor with a nationally known publish-
Writers ' Workshop will help you ing company. For more information, 
extend your ministry through the go to http://www.wesleyan.org/writer. 
wri tten word. The October 25, 2003 REGISTER TODAY on line or by 
workshop in Indianapolis will help phone : 800.493.7539. 

12 www.wesleyan.org 

A Generation 
Consumed, Called, atJ 

Convinced to Live 
Beyond the Line of 

Normal. 
There are books galore on the subject of 
I what makes this generation tick- their 

lifestyle, attitude, image, motive, and even 
view on things spiritual. For many, their opi 
of today's "youth" is measured by current 
events. If the culture looks decadent, anti-( 
morally compromised, or disengaged, then 
question is often asked, "What is wrong wi 
today's kids?" Personally, I think that qm 
tion is an act of denial. 

Today's generation lives within the 
thought framework that was shaped by a 
previous generation. Each generation inhe 
the remnants of choices made earlier, onl: 
confirm or correct the direction of those 
choices. Each generation is born equal. In 
eyes, no generation is born lower or highe 
on the gauge of promise and blessing. Th: 
why we still preach new life in Christ, hea 
and restoration, and abundant life in Him. 
Every member of every generation has eq 
access to the depth of His mercy, breadth 
His blessing, and height of His hope. 

Charlotte 2003 is not about correcting 
fixing. It is all about connecting the pro 
ise of this generation with the purpose 
a sovereign God. During three days in la1 
December, while the Church carries on, a 
portion of us will be affirming our heart's 
commitment to live in a God relationship t 
is consumed by His presence, faithful to ~ 
calling, and convinced to live and lead bei 
the line of normal. Pray with us, that this ! 
eration will be as Christ-consumed by tt 
Father's plan, obedient to all that He has 
called them to do, and convinced to stay t 
course-regardless of the cost. If the goa 
for C3 are reached, the next generation w 
be better served by the remnants of choic 
made in a convention center in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. 

Pray with us. 

Ross DeMerchant 
General Director 

The Youth Department 

October 2003 JW 
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Inn and Wallace 
Vlarshall Partner 
Mth The Wesleyan 
tdvocate 

ren years ago, Wallace Marshall was 
called to minister to Ruth, who was 

lying of cancer. He was able to lead 
ter to the saving knowledge of Christ, 
c11d God allowed him to comfort her 
ind her family. At the time, her hus-
1and, George, was resistant to the 
(OSpel. However, after Ruth 's death, 
Wallace continued to visit George and, 
ittle by little, the two became friends. 

Since George was an avid reader, 
he Marshalls decided that a sub
cription to The Wesleyan Advocate 

~astor Selected for 
lenewal Program 

Larry D. Maddox, 
senior pastor of Spring 
Street Wesleyan Church 
in Fort Wayne, IN, has 
been selected to partici
pate in the "Clergy 
Renewal Program." 
The program, funded 

iy Lilly Endowment, Inc. "offers 
:ongregations up to $45,000 for the 
:uppo11 of a renewal program for their 
iastor. Up to $15,000 of the grant may 
ie used to help the congregation fulfill 
iastoral duties during the pastor's 
tbsence and/or to support activities 
hat enable the congregation as a 
vhole to be renewed in its ministry." 
vladdox is planning a trip to Oxford 
md London , England- to study the 
:ocial impact of John Wesley's min
stry. He hopes to apply his research 
o his future ministry. 
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would benefit 
him in many 
ways. George 
later related that 
be read the maga
zine from cover to 
cover. This gift 
subscription for 
George continues 

George Reddick to be renewed 
each year. 

The Marshalls recently visited with 
George. But this visit was different 
from others in the past. Wallace 
began to read Scriptures and shared 
the sinner 's prayer. Before the visit 
had ended, 91-year-old George 
repeated that prayer and accepted 
Jesus Christ as his personal Savior! • 

Ann and Wallace Marshall minister at West 
Chester Wesleyan, in OH, where Wallace 

serves as assistant pastor. 

Gemcar Donated to 
Houghton College 
The Gemcar is a totally electric, zero

emission, four-seat vehicle donated 
to Houghton by Daimler-Chrysler 
Corporation. The high-tech car can be 
legally driven on roads with speed lim
its of 35 mph or less, although it cannot 
exceed 25 mph. It plugs into a standard 
110 volt wall outlet for charging. 

Houghton was able to apply for one 
of the environmentally fr iendly vehicles 
due to its membership in the Clean 
Cities Coalition. 

The car will offer comfortable trans
portation around campus for alumni, 
prospective students, and other visitors. 

- Jason Mucher, Asst. Dir. of Publ ic Relations 

The 
Magazine 

for 

Wesleyan 
Living 

0 YES! Start my two-year subscription 

to The Wesleyan Advocate right away. I get two 

full years for only $22.50 (Canada $3 I .50)! 

0 I'd prefer a one-year subscription 

for only $12.50 (Canada $ 17.50). 

0 New Subscription O Payment Enclosed 

0 Gift Subscription 

Given by: 

Name 

Address 

City/State/Zip--- --- - ---

Church ---------- - ---

Mail to: The Wesleyan Advocate 
P.O. Box 50434 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 

WESLEYAN 
ADVOCATE 

The Best in Wesleyan 
Information and Inspiration 

·subscribe 
Today! 

www.wesleyan.org 13 



4-IPpkibalr CJ,ttrirot~ 4-lome~enm 

Pigeon Forge 
C H A P A R R A L 

Five Inspiring Days in the beautiful 
Smoky Mountains at the brand new 

Music Road Inn in Pigeon Forge, TN. 

April 26-30, 2004 

• Nightly Hymn Sings 
• Guest Musicians 
• Camp Meeting Style Services 
• Tours 
• Shopping at local 

outlet malls 

• Worship and Speaking 
by Jerry Brecheisen 

• Master of Ceremonies: 
Minister of Mirth, David Duncan 

• Hepzhibah Moments, Shirley Duncan 
• Hepzhibah General Director, Dr. Larry Freels 

(}ogt_- $325.00 per person (2-4 per room) 
$425.00 one per room 

(A $25.00 per person non-refundable deposit 
will hold your room. Due to a limited number 
of rooms we encourage you to register early.) 

For additional infonnatlon 
Joyce Wirsing 

(478) 475-1442 
Shirley Duncan 

(478) 477-3383 
ext. 106 

Hephzibah Children's Home 
Macon, Georgia 

www.hephzibah.com 
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... OBITUARIES 

Bradfield , Rev. La ndis A. S r., 77 
May 1, 2003 

Rev. Bradfie ld, Kokomo, IN, died 
on May I , 2003, while vacatio ning 
in Conway, AR. He was born in 
Pete rsburg, CN. 

In 1949, he married Manha L. Jones. 
She d ied in 1984. In 1986, he married Ruby 
Barnett , who survives. Other survivors include 
a son: Landis A. Bradfield Jr.; three daughters: 
Marcia Pavey, Sheila Kirkpatrick , and Gayla 
Bradfield ; two ste psons: Ron and Bill Barnett ; 
as well as one brother and six sis ters . T here are 
eight g randchild ren, three step-grandch ildren , 
and eight great grandchildren. 

After pastoring a number of churches in fN, 
he retired from his last pastorate in Medora, in 
1995. 

Crosser, Rev. Harold R., 87 
July 22, 2003 

Rev. Crosser d ied July 22, 2003. 
He was born in Smithd ale, PA, on 
May 9, 1920 , 10 Rev. and Mrs. 
Edward Crosser. 

Harold and his wi fe, Ada Marie, were mar
ried for 50 years and had seven children, 16 
grandchildren, and two great grandchildren. 

His ministry included teaching at Eastern 
Pilg rim College (PA) and Owosso College 
(M l); pastoring in AZ, Ml, and PA; serv ing as 
the District Superintendent of the AZ-NM 
Distric t of The Wesleyan C hurch; and be ing a 
publ ished write r. He re tired from lhe pasto;ate 
of Phoenix First Wes leyan (Desert Hope). 

Dean, Rosa Pauline Burnham, 76 
June 9, 2003 

Mrs . Dean , Tall adega, AL, died 
June 9, 2003 . She was born January 
21, 1927, in Talladega. She taught 

school fo r 3 1 years (in FL, GA, and MS), com
pleting her teaching career in the Tal ladega 
County School System. 

Survivors include her husband, Rev. Leon 
Dean , w ith whom she ministered for 29 years. 
Other survivors include her daug hter: Pamela 
T homson; her mother: Audrey Burnham; two 
sisters and one brother; and two grandch ildre n. 

McMurphy, Rachel Elizabeth, 83 
June 10, 2003 

Mrs. McMurphy, Freedom, OK, 
died June I 0, 2003. She was born 
10 Robert and lvalee Gordon on 

December 22. 1919, at Lamar, CO. 
On May 27, 194 1, she married Rev. G len 

McMurphy and ministered with him in a num
ber of churches. inc luding IA, MN , OK, and 
T X. Glen preceded her in death in April of 
2000. She was also preceded in death by her 
parents, two brothers . and o ne grandson. 

Rachel is survi ved by one son: John; a 
daughter: Aleta Hettich; one brother and one 
s ister; and two s isters-in-law, as well as seven 
grandchildren. 

Schaltenbrand, Rev. Walter E., 90 
August 20, 2003 

Rev. Schaltenbrand, Morganton, 
NC, died August 20, 2003. He was 
born to Edward and Margaret 

Schaltenbrand on July 3, 19 13, in Homestead, PA. 
He and his wife , Ruth , were both ordai ned 

ministers who served over 50 years in various 
Pi lgrim Ho liness and Wes leyan churches, 
including DE, MD, NY, and PA. Following his 
retirement in 1976, the couple cond ucted evan
gelistic meetings in several d istric ts. 

Walt is survived by h is wife of 65 years; 
three sons: Walter Robert, Phil ip Edward, and 
Wayne Evere tte; six grandchildren, and six 
great grandchildren. 

Taylor, Rev. Francis A., 85 
July 7, 2003 

Rev. Tay lor, Frankfon , CN, died 
July 7, 2003. He was born February 
6, 1918, in MD, to John R. and Lydia 

H. Casey Taylor. Francis married Bessie M. 
Carroll on June 16, 1947, in Colorado Springs. 

His years of ministry included pastoring in 
Pi lgrim Holiness and Wesleyan churches; serv
ing as president and a professor at College 
C hapel in Colorado Springs, CO; and also mis
s ionary work in Haiti and Guyana. 

Survivors include his w ife; three daug hters: 
Becky McQuiston, Carol Glass, and Marli na 
Brandon; IO grandchildren, and two g reat 
g randch ildren. Two daughters, three brothers, 
and one sister preceded him in death . 

Tewell, R ev. J esse V. S r., 76 
June 29, 2003 

Rev. Tewell, Lawrenceville, IL, 
d ied June 29, 2003. He was born 
November 6, 1926, in Lawrenceville, 

and was the son of James Walter and Eva Marie 
Tewell. He is survived by his wife, Juanita June. 

Other survivors include a daug hter: Pamela 
Joyce Morton; two sons: Jesse Vernon Tewell 
Jr. and Michael Leon Tewell ; 12 grandchildren, 
and eight great grandch ild ren . 

He was in ministry for 48 years, and served 
as the District Superintendent of the Southern 
IL Distric t of The Wesleyan C hurch for over 12 
years. Jesse was a WWII Army veteran. 

Tice, William F. Sr., 82 
June 30, 2003 

Mr. Tice, Fon Scott, KS, died June 
30, 2003 . He was born October 11 , 
1920, in Beloit, W I, and was the son 

of Henry Batl le and Mortimer Camille Tice. 
He married June Edna Clark on J une 2 1, 

194 1, and is surv ived by his wife of 62 years. 
Other survivors include fou r children: Pamela 
A llen, Deborah Brackett, Emily Turner, and 
William F. Tice Jr., as we ll as 17 grandchildren 
and 22 great grandchi ldren . 

William was a Sunday school teacher in 
Wesleyan churches for over 50 years, lay 
preacher, local church and distric t treasurer, 
bus iness manager/ treasurer of 1ndiana 
Wesleyan Uni vers ity, and member of the 
Genera l Board of Administration of TWC for 
eight years. 

October 2003 I TWA 



IN TH~ NEWS 
I Public Library Settles Porn 
.,awsuit 

The Minneapoljs Public Library system 
ms settled a lawsuit brought by 12 employ
:es who charged that allowing patrons to 
'iew pornographic web sites at the library 
esulted in a hostile work environment. 

The plaintiffs, all women, said that the 
tbrary was frequently visited by hard-core 
1ornography users whose only purpose was to 
1se Lhe library to access these materials. The 
1atrons would react angrily and even violently 
vhen the employees tried to curtail their activ
~es. The patrons also swore at the library 
taff and threatened them. The Library has 
greed to pay nearly $500,000 to the offended 
mployees. It has also agreed to increase 
ienalties against patrons who download 
1ornographic web sites. 

I Christians Lose Blasphemy 
~ppeal in Pakistani Court 

On August 7, the Lahore High Court in 
astern Pakistan upheld a lower court's deci
ion sentencing two Christian men to li fe in 
1rison for aUegedly burning a copy of the 
iuran, the scriptures of Islam. In February 
999, Amjad and Asif Masih were arrested 

11 Jhang, on vagrancy charges. While in 
1olice custody, authorities claimed that the 
wo men set fire to a copy of the Quran. 
fowever, the two men claim that the police 
1fficers set fire to the book themselves-
1ecause the Christians refused to pay a bribe. 

"There is no evidence that the Quran 
vas burnt," Shahbaz Bhatti , president of 
he All Pakistan Minorities Alliance, told 
he Associated Press. "The police falsely 
mplicated them in the case when they 
efused to pay the bribe." 

I Legality of Harvey Milk School 
:::hallenged 

NY State Senator Ruben Diaz Sr. and a 
,arent representing her four children (under 
he name of Doe) have fi led a lawsuit with the 
>JY Supreme Court-challenging the legality 

• READERS' FORUM 

I was thrilled to read Harry Wood's 
olumn relative to mentoring (July/ 
1.ugust 2003 7WA). I get excited when I 
ee our denominational leadership actively 
romoting the mentoring model. 

Ken McGeorge 
Red Lake, ON 

Canada 

I enjoy reading The Wesleyan Advocate 
nd the variety of articles. I would like to 
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of Harvey Milk School, the Nation's first high 
school for "gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, 
and questioning students." The plaintiffs are 
represented by Liberty Council attorneys 
Mathew D. Staver and Rena Lindevaldsen. 
NY City Mayor Michael Bloomberg recently 
announced the allocation of $3.2 million to 
the school, which will be used to expand the 
program from 50 to 170 students. 

• Frozen Embryos Being Adopted 
Accord ing to Lori Maze, director of the 

Snowflakes Embryo Adoption Program for 
Nightlight Christian Adoptions, more 
prospective parents who are looking for 
children to adopt are considering and 
adopting frozen embryos. The embryos, 
nicknamed by some as "snowflake babies," 
are never-used embryos from fert ility clinics 
and have been the subject of controversy 
over the years. The issue involves what to do 
with these embryos, the " leftover" embryos 
not wanted by the biological parents. Some 
people advocate destroying them; others say 
they should be used for research. But others 
feel that they should be seen for who they 
are. "It grieves my heart to see these pre
born children in these frozen orphanages 
around the Nation not having that opportu
nity to be born on th is eartl1 if that's what 
God has planned for them," said Maze at a 
recent conference in CO. 

• Gambling Via Television? 
Connecticut officials are considering a 

proposal to bring gambling into residents' 
homes. The Division of Special Revenue is 
debating whether to allow a cable access 
television channel that would show horse 
racing and let viewers place bets over the 
phone, the Hartford Courant recently 
reported. Opponents are lining up against 
the proposal, saying it is another example 
of the insidious spread of gambling 
through the state. 

www.eva11gelical-press.co111 

respond to the article "Who ls Developing 
Churches for Them?" (May 2003). 

Are we opening new churches with a 
vision for the future? Do we assume churches 
are operating to keep us 50-plussers comfort
able? Or, is it possible we should be thinking 
of the needs of the w1saved? (I understand 
most come to Christ in their teens.) 

I would think that this diugstore chain is 
probably dispensing up-to-date prescriptions 
in an up-to-date setting with up-to-date 
methods. ls this true of all of our churches? 

Pam Sharruck 
via E-mail 
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Making lime tor the 
Children in Your Church 

by Robert McHenry 

Living in South Dakota has taught me the 
challenges of raising a good crop. Careful 
attention must be given or the crop will not 

yield well. In the work of the church, the most 
important crop we raise is children. What are 
you doing to make time for your most important 
crop? Here are some practical things you can 
do to make sure your children know they are 
valued in your church. 

Give them time in the service on Sundays. 
Regularly set aside time in the service for 

children 's sermons or special music by the 
children. Perhaps singing a chorus geared for 
children now and again will remind us that we 
must all become like children to enter the 
kingdom of heaven (Matthew 18:3). 

Speak to the importance of children 
regularly from the pulpit. 

Your people need to hear your commitment 
to helping them raise children who hope In the 
glory of God. Also, take time to speak to the 
children in the adult sermon. They need to know 
they were on your mind as you prepared your 
Sunday messages. 

Put your children to work. 
Kids are great at passing out bulletins or 

handing out special gifts on Mother's Day or 
Father's Day. Children need to understand early 
that the church belongs to them, as well. 

Invite the adults to children's activities. 
Let the adults know what the children are 

doing. Invite them to participate as guests in 
children's activities. Kids think it is cool to teach 
the big people a Bible lesson or two. 

Pray for them. 
Consider prayer cards with a child 's name 

and a guide to prayer such as to grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ . . . to make you wise for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus ... thereby attain
ing to the whole measure of the fullness of 
Christ (2 Peter 3:18, 2 nm 3:15, Eph 4:13). 

These may be some useful ideas for making 
time for your children. Remember: Children are 
the church's most important crop. They need 
your time and your help to grow into the 
people God is calling them to be. • 

Robert McHenry pastors Westside Wesleyan in 
Bristol, SD. 
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~ NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONA L NEWS 

New Zealand Wesleyans Evangelize 
Immigrants 

Mission work among the Chinese in 
Auckland, New Zealand is a prime focus 
o f Wesleyan Pastors Hung-Yi Pan and 
his wife, Chen-Ying Shen. With record 
numbers of Asians moving to New 
Zealand, there is a tremendous opportu
nity to evangelize-especially as many 
frequently return to their homeland. In 
less than three years, about 60 adults 
have been baptized at East City 
Wesleyan Church. 

Hung-Yi Pan (r) and Richard Waugh baptize Zhou Yingli, 
one of twelve immersion baptisms on Easter 2003. 

Rev. Pan comments, " Many people 
from mainland China have never experi
enced church. A lot of visitors cry 
because they see love, joy and fe llow
ship. As th is happens, they are touched 
by the Holy Spirit and they want to 
know more about God." Pan and Shen 
have a vis ion to train many of these new 
converts as evangelists for China. 

Richard Waugh is senior pastor of 
East Ci ty Wesleyan, Auck land, New 
Zealand, and also serves as National 
Superintendent of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church of New Zealand. 

~ NEWS FROM COLLEGES & SEMINARIES 

IWU to Build Campus in Shelbyville, 
Indiana 

Indiana Wesleyan Univers ity has 
accepted an offer from the City of 
Shelbyville to build an education center 
in the city 's new Advanced Technological 
lndustriaJ Park. 

rwu has agreed to des ign and con
struct the building at an estimated cost of 
$2.5 million. When construction is com
pleted, the Shelbyville Redevelopment 
Commission wi ll buy the building and 
lease it to IWU. The university will have 
an option to repurchase the bui ld ing at 
the end of the second year of the lease. 
The Shelbyvi lle Education Center is 
expected to open in the spring of 2004. 
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First Master of Education Class 
Completed at SWU 

The first class participating in the Master 
of Education program at Southern Wesleyan 
University finished in July 2003, and will 
receive their degrees at the December grad
uation. This first class began in May 2002, 
and there were nineteen adults enrolled, all 
of whom are currently teaching in public 
school classrooms and have at least three 
years of experience. The M.Ed., which was 
designed in consideration of the National 
Education Association's National Board 
Cert ification requirements, is a condensed 
but rigorous program consisting of a total 
of 36 credit hours-24 core hours and 12 
elective hours. 

~ DISTRICT NEWS 

Kansas 
Kathleen Freiheit Robbins, a 

member of Indian Rock Wesleyan, has 
been awarded "The Readers' Choice 

Best Teacher 
Award," 
selected by 
the readers 
of the Salina 
Journal, which 
covers Salina, 
KS and all of 
northwest KS. 
Kathleen was 
chosen from 
a g roup of 

teachers that represented elementary, 
secondary, college, vocational technical, 
and all area schools . She is pictured with 
the newspaper ed ito r, Tom Bell. 

Last fall , Kathleen was also chosen as 
one of the top 100 teachers out of 
185,000 nom inations for Disney's 
American Teacher Awards. 

Dwight Kahre serves as the senior 
pastor of the Salina church. 

~ WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

Rev. Jay and Evelyn DeNeff 
of Brooksv ille, FL celebrated 
their 5011, wedding anniversary 
on August 8, 2003. Jay and 
Evelyn met at Hastings (MJ) 
Campground in 1952, were married at 
Holland Central Wesleyan Church in 
1953, and took their first pastorate with 

The Wesleyan Church in 1955, after grad
uating from lndiana Wesleyan University. 

They retired in 1994, after 39 years 
of ministry-serving in both MJ and FL 

The DeNeffs have three children, twc 
step-grandsons, and four step-great 

granqsons. 

Rev. R.L. and Georgia 
Goodman of Fort Myers, FL 
celebrated their 60'1o wedding 
anniversary on August L, 2003 . 
After graduating from Frankfort Bible 
School, they married at Maysville camp 
meeting-in a missionary service. They 
have served the Pilgrim Holiness Church 
and subsequently The Wesleyan Church 
for more than 60 years. The Goodmans 
have pastored, church planted, and sup
port.ed their denomination in numerous 
cities across the Nation. 

R.L. and Georgia have six children, 
ten grandchildren, and seven great 
grandchildren. 

Rev. Henry and Beatrice 
Lelear of Sacramento, CA 
celebrated thei r 60'h wedding 
anniversary on June I, 2003. 
The Lelears met at Houghton Bible 
School. Serving first as a Wesleyan pasto1 
Henry later was a Wesleyan general evan
gelist for 46 years. His ministry efforts 
also included teaching at Union Bible 
College for seven years. Beatrice directed 
vacation Bible schools and junior Bible 
camps for 35 summers. She also held vari 
ous offices in local and d istrict missions 
for many years. 

Henry and Beatrice have one daughte1 

Rev. T. Wayne and 
Marjorie Preusz celebrated 
their 50'h wedding anniversary 
on July 12, 2003, wi th a 
reception at Kannapolis First 
Wesleyan Chu rch in Kannapolis, NC. 
Wayne serves as the minister to Sen ior 
Adults. They were married July 10, 1953 
in Frankfort, IN, where they both attendee 
Frankfort Pilgrim College. They have 
pastored in both IN and NC. Wayne has 
also ministered at the gene ral Church 
leve l, and Mmjorie has focused on chil
dren's programs and music ministries. 

Wayne and Marjorie have four 
children and eight grandch ildren. 
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~ Ministry of High Point First 
Wesleyan Church 

W
e hear a lot about shopping mall 
~hur~hes. ~irst Wesleyan Church 
m High Point, North Carolina 
actually is one! 1n January of 

2003, the church moved into a renovated 

.,. 

church campus) contains a 1,000-
student Christian school, nursing 
home, retirement center, and 300-
child daycare. 

With a growing church population 
that exceeded its facilities, High Point 
First 's leaders were faced with a deci
sion. According to Pastor Aron Willis, 
"We had to come to a realization that 
we had reached a saturation point. We 
either had to determine a way to main
tain at current level, or to build." Afte r 
much prayer, they discovered that the 

old High Point Mall was for sale . The 
property was purchased in 1995. 

After spending $10 million to upfit 
the worship facility, it is now valued at 
$ 14 million. At its completion, $55 mil 
lion wi ll have been spent on campus 
construction and renovations. 

The "Town Center"-the "mall" 
portion of Providence Place- will 

be a place of 
community 

Dr. Willis has 
been senior pastor 
of the church for 
the last s ixteen 
years. Prior to that, 
he served in the 
former Department 
of Local Church 
Education at 
Wesleyan World 
Headquarters, as 
its Assistant General Director. He and 
his wife, Sheryl, have two married 

shopping mal I. Over 300,000 
square feet of property 
houses the church's growing 
ministries. More than 1200 
people attend its weekly 
services in its new state-of
the-art 1700-seat auditorium, 
which was the J.C. Penney 
anchor store of the former 
High Point Mall. 

.__=~.:::.;:~~..::::~~======:=:=::::= ==-children and three grandchildren
all of whom attend the church. 

Apart from its contemporary and 
"heritage" church services, its ministries 
include a convention center, a retirement 
center, a ski lled nursing home, and a 
mall that leases to Christian businesses 
and fam ily agencies. And that's just on 
its West Campus! Offsite, its Eastern 

Campus (the 
former 

ministry. "We want to fill it up with 
agencies that offer help to families 
in the area," the senior pastor says. 
"We built Providence Place to be multi
purpose so that we could build a bridge 
to the community." 

Wi ll is superv ises the mini stries 
of seven othe r fu ll-time pastors 
and hundreds of volunteers. 
His ministry philosophy is s imple: 
"We want to present Christ. 
We want to reach the lost 
and grow Christian leaders 
through the empowerment 
of the Holy Spirit, and 
with a servant attitude." 
He adds, "Nothing 
of any consequence 
happens without 
strong leadership." 

"God is anxious to give all 
of us a greater dream if we're 
will ing to pay the price," 
Will is continues. 

T he church's dream has 
turned into First Wesleyan 

Church's Providence Place-a 
Wesleyan church with a big vision to 
reach its community for Christ. • 

For further information, log on to 
www.charlo11e2003.com or call The Youth 

Deparlment at 317 .570.5140. 
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Family 

To reach your God-given potential, you can never stop learning. That's 

why Indiana Wesleyan University has designed programs for all ages. 

Whether you want to send your child to a quality Christian university 

or continue your own education without sacrificing family and work, 

IWU is the answer. More than 2,400 students are enrolled on our 

state-of-the-art Marion campus, wh ile 7,000 adult learners are 

conveniently pursuing undergraduate and graduate degrees either 

online or at multiple sites throughout Indiana, Kentucky and Ohio. 

Call today to discover a program that is just right for you! 

INDIANA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY 800-895-0036 www.indwes.edu 
One of America:r fastest-growing Christian universities 



Sta rt your new nte 
in Charlotte on December 27th, 2003 

n cem er 30, 003 

Pray For Charlotte 103 
CROSSING THE LINE: December 27-30, 2003 
The 2003 International Wesleyan Youth Convention in Charlotte 
will shape the future of the Church. A generation consumed, 
called, and convinced to live beyond the line of normal. 

FEATURED GUESTS: 
Adrian Despres, Chris Tomlin, David Nasser, Dirk Been, 
Dr. Earle Wilson, Everyday Sunday, Miles McPherson, 
Out of Eden, OC Supertones, The Katinas, Three Season Ant, 
Switchfoot and more ... 

ALSO INCLUDES: 
Massive C3 theme park, on-site outreach to the city of Charlotte, 
"next steps" training, variety of special opportunities for youth 

® SAVE MONEY! 
EARLY-BIRD MAIL-IN REGISTRATION POSTMARKED: OCT. 15, 2003 
EARLY-BIRD ON-LINE REGISTRATION DUE: NOV. 15, 2003 
Register online and be entered to win a $500 drawing . 

• 
CONSUMED. CALLED. CONVINCED. 



PERSON?t\(STIMONY 
by Don Floyd, Papua New Guinea 

Peace That Lasts 
A mountain of surrendered 
weapons and confiscated 

marijuana already 
dominated the area just 

below the podium. 

0 
ur pilot twisted in his seat to 
look back at us. " We ' re in a bit 
of trouble," Yolkher admitted 
calmly. "We're running low on 
fuel." 

The flight from Mt. Hagen to Fugwa 
that morning had been dogged by bad 
weather. Our afternoon return fli ght was 
even worse. We had already been in 
the air for one hour and forty min
utes, on a trip that usually took 
forty-five minutes. Frequent dead ends 
forced us to backtrack, trying to find 
another way through the clouds. Pilots 
in the highlands of Papua New Guinea 
operate on the assumption that every 
cloud has a granite lining-and rightly 
so! Flying blindly into a cloud could 
well result in an unwelcome encounter 
with a hidden mountain peak! 

We were nearly home-within fi f
teen minutes-but another great bank of 
c louds blocked our way. Volker decided 
to turn our Islander a ircraft back toward 
Mendi, an airstrip we had passed over 
fifteen minutes earlier, to stop and 
refuel. But as he circled, it became clear 
that "dirty weather" had closed in 
behind us as well. We could not go for
ward and we could not go back. 
Yolker's understated, "We are in a bit of 
trouble" echoed in my ears. My heart 
raced. Images of my wife and children 
on the ground filled my mind. 

" What am I doing up here?" I won
dered silently. 

I remembered two days earlier when 
I had received a message from my 
friend, Sale, at Fugwa, a remote village 
in the Southern Highlands. Sale had told 
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me about a large gathering that was 
pl anned to fi nalize a peace agreement in 
the area. Warring parties were expected 
to formally throw down the ir weapons. I 
was excited to hear this news-aware of 
the year-long turmoil that had been rag
ing in that province. Some of the 
fighting was political, but old enmities 
had resurfaced in the process, causing 
deadly tribal fights. Unfortunately, 
weapons of the past- fi ghting axes and 
arrows-have been replaced with M 16 
and AK47 assault weapons and shot
guns, manufactured and homemade. I 
felt hopeful that the conflict was about 
to end. 

As miss ion director, I was invited to 
be part of th is event, and by the time we 
arrived, a mountain of surrendered 
weapons and confiscated marijuana 
already dominated the area just below 
the pod ium. The mood of the crowd 
indicated that people had had enough 
fighting and killing. Known killers 
were handed over to the police- an 
unusual scene in Papua New Guinea, 
where it is rare to surrender fellow 
tribesmen to authorities. Murmurs of 
approval and clapping rippled through 
the crowd as speeches were given and 
commitments made. As a fi nal act of 
intent, young would-be fighters loaded 
the pile of weapons and marijuana onto 
the back of a police truck, to be taken 
away and destroyed. 

But as incredible as the peace cere
mony had been, its memory could not 
hold my attention for more than a few 
seconds. I knew our flight was in seri
ous trouble. I was not afraid to die, but 
I wanted to return home to my wife, 
Cheri, and our children. I looked 
around at the other passengers, knowing 
they were alJ Christians with families, 
too. "Lord, please help Volkher," I 
prayed. " Help him to make the right 
decisions. Please open up a way for us." 

We returned to the same cloud 
barrier that had blocked our previous try. 

Nothing had changed. Volker was in 
constant radio contact with Mt. Hagen, 
speaking with a fellow pilot who had 
flown through the same area less than 
an hour earlier. He advised us to c limb 
to 10,000 feet to see if we could fly over 
the c louds. S ince relying on instruments 
is forbidden in Papua New Guinea, the 
pilot is expected to keep sight of the 
ground at all times-but this was an 
emergency order. T he pitch of the 
engines changed; the plane began to 
climb. F ifteen tense minutes later we 
descended through the clouds and landed 
safely on the ground at Mt. Hagen airport 
-with j ust five minutes of regular fuel 
to spare! 

I flew to Fugwa, to witness a peace 
ceremony. It was powerful. But I wit
nessed an even greater demonstration of 
peace in a light aircraft, surrounded by 
bad weather and treacherous mountains. 
At I 0,000 feet above the rough terrain, 
the Prince of Peace reigned within 
each person on board. We were ready 
to live or die, with peace in our hearts 
that only Jesus can give. 

Fugwa residents believe the peace 
ceremony ended conflict, and now they 
expect it to last. I am convinced, how
ever, that lasting peace will never come 
to the Southern HighJands until the 
Prince of Peace is allowed to rule in 
each heart. Pray with us that Christians 
in this land will unite in making Christ 
known as Lord until He returns to insti
tute a peace that will never end! • 

Don and Cheri Floyd have served with G lobal 
Partners in Papua New Guinea since 1991. 

In May, Lhey began home ministries in 
Australia, and will continue home ministries 

in North America later this year. 

October 2003 I TWJ 



Patio Garden Homes 
The Wesleyan Church's Answer For 

Affordable Retirement Living 

2 Bedroom, 2 Bath 
1008 sq. ft. 

Handicap features for senior comfort! 

For Sale or Life Lease 

For More Information Contact: 
Wesleyan Investment Foundation, Inc. 

PO Box 50434 • Indianapolis, Indiana 46250 
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Will you share the cost of leadersh~ 
by giving one day's wages to glob, 

ministry that we might finish the tas 
of reaching the world for Chris 

Pioneering 
• Unreached people groups 

• Strategic expansion of global min istry 

Partnering 
• Linking North American churches to needs 

around the world 

• Leveraging resources to accomplish more 

• Training missionaries for effective service 

• Equipping national leaders 
• TOOL Scholarships 





Gifts with 
Eternal Value! 

Discover the ultimate blessing- to know God and to be used 

fo r His purpose. Jo Anne Lyon's personal stories of power, 

loss, reconciliation, and hope show that those who experience 

God's greatest blessing will be changed-and will be world 

changers! 

BKBF17 BKBA99 

BKBF15 

Jump-start your day in just 60 
seconds-experience God and 
His word of encouragement! 
Available late November. 

For the ASCAR Dad in your life! 
This book offers practical encourage
ment, wisdom, and humor that will 
inspire fathers to keep the faith-
at work and at home. 

Jo~ n JI. conn or 

BKBB01 

·-

·-

Humorous vignettes from the journal 
of a veteran missionary highlight the 
realities of life in other cultures and 
remind us that God loves all the peopJ. 
of the world. 

+wesleyan a publishing 
house 

Order today for Christmas 
Specials va lid through December 30, 20C 

igniting a passion for God in all of life! 



by Norman G. Wilson, General Editor 

Sleeping Through 
the Revolution 

Do you remember Rip Van Winkle? According to his 
c reator, Washington Irving, old Rip "was one of those 
happy mo rtals, of foo lish, well-o iled dispositions, 

who take the world easy, eat white bread or brown , 
whichever can be got w ith least thought or trouble, and 
would rather starve on a penny than work for a pound. If 
left to himself, he would have whistled li fe away, in per
fect contentment; but his wife kept continually dinning in 
his ears about his idleness, his care lessness, and the ruin 
he was bring ing on his family." What you probably 
remember most about Rip Van Winkle is that he fe ll 
as leep one day and woke up twenty years later, in a 
strange new world . 

It must have been one of those idyllic autumn days 
in the Catskill Mo untains, when the golden sun beams 
reflecting from the brilliant red and vibrant yellow leaves 
masked , at least for the moment, the inevitable approach 
of a New Yo rk winte r. With his faithful dog, Wolf, at 
his side, and his trusty fowling piece (gun) in hand, Rip 
follo wed a familiar path to his favorite hunting spot. 
Ostensibly, he was there to hunt squirrels. The truth be 
known, it was not squirre ls he hunted, but solitude and an 
escape from the hounding of a nagging wife. Finding a 
peaceful place, Rip rested his g un against a tree, stretched 
out o n a grassy knoll, and fell asleep. 

When he went to sleep, the sign above his favorite 
tavern read: " King George Ill, King of Eng land ." He was 
a s ubject of the British crown. When he woke up, King 
George was replaced by George Washing ton, and Rip 
was an American citizen. The traged y was that he s lept 
through a revolution. While he snored, senseless to his 
surroundings, sensational, earthshaking events had taken 
place. 

The biggest difference between Rip Van Winkle and 
some people I know is that he woke up. 

The Bible records some no table nappers . Remember 
the five foolish virgins who slept while their lamps 
burned low and finally flickered out? They woke up in 
the dark-only to discover the door of opportunity had 
slammed shut on them forever. A nd then there were the 
drowsy disciples. Theirs was not a twenty-year siesta; 
it lasted only one hour. But while they s lept, the Savio r 
was wag ing a battle that fixed the course o f their ete rnal 
destinies. 

But, let's not be too critical of those real life Van 
Winkles. Many times we are enclosed in our own little 

world-with our heads either in the clouds, painting 
dream castles of what we wish to be, or in the sand, 
denying the reality of what is-and so, we lose sight 
of the larger world, and sleep through great events. 
In case you have been resting with Rip during the past 
twenty years, you may no t realize the scope of the social 
and spiritual revolution that has been taking place. 

The social revolution can be illustrated by a rev iew 
of te levision v iewing. If you have been a sleeping couch 
potato since 1983, your last recollectio n may be of "The 
Jeffersons"-a mildly humo rous situatio n comed y in 
which an upwardly mobile family moved "on up to the 
east s ide." Wake up! TV has changed. Have you seen 
" Will and Grace"? (This is not recommended viewing.) 
It is a program in which a ho mosexual man shares an 
apartment with a he terosexual woman. Or the innocuous 
sounding "Friends," which has issues dealing with casual 
sex, o ut of wedlock pregnancy, and homosexual sing le 
parenting? 

What shocks me about the cultural revolution is the 
lack of shocked reaction o n the part of the Church. 

Could it be that like Rip Van Winkle resting on that 
g rassy knoll , too many of us have been sleeping in the 
padded pew? If you have been in the land of nod for a 
decade or two, you will wake up to discover you are in a 
very different church. I'm not thinking here of just the re
arrangement of the pulpit furniture. While we have been 
waging war over styles of worship, major spiritual battles 
have gone unnoticed. The evangelical world is in danger 
of loosing its grip on historic, orthodox Christianity. It's 
no t the pulpit we should be contending for, but the procla
mation of the principles of the Word o f God it represents. 

The debates that will cha llenge the Church in the next 
decade will strike at the very foundations of salvatio n. 
Serious discussions about re ligious p luralism- the belief 
that a ll religions are true; and universalism-contending 
that everyone is saved, whether they know it or no t, have 
already leaped out of the arena of liberal theology and are 
being bantered abo ut by some evangelicals . And because 
to lerance, the mantra of modernism , heaps such scorn 
upon the idea that one relig ion is true to the exclusion of 
all others, many bo rn-again believers are fearful of declar
ing that Jesus is "The Way, The Truth and The Life." 

The Apostle Paul has a word for the Rip Van W ink.Jes 
of our day: " Dawn is about to break. Be up and awake to 
what God is doing!" (Ro. 13: 11 The Message). • 
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Wholly Holy 

I n math, it is believed that the whole 

Called 
to 

OLINESS 
is sim ply the sum of its parts. In 

Christianity, it is believed that the bro
ken parts can be made whole. Jesus paid 
the supreme cost for making the whole, 
holy. It 's not any easier to say than it is to 
understand . But it is so. Holiness is being 
made whole. The cleansing blood, like a 
river of grace, winds its way through our 
very being, until the remnants of rebellion 
are gone- replaced with royal righteousness. 
It 's what we 've always believed. There 
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is no dust on our creed. But what of our 
preaching and practice? We are not Wesleyan 
because of what we have done with our 
hands, but because of what God did with 
our hearts. He took what should have 
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been like Him from the beginning and 
made it so at the last. 

But our arrival was not a destination. It 
was only a stopping off point. It was there 
that we lea.med how to live and love-how 
to share with unbound joy the message that 
we don 't have to be chained by what we 
used to be while we search for what we 
will be. 

This is an issue for a time like this. 
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by Wilbur T. Dayton 

Most people would agree that we must be holy to 
enter heaven. Many believe that the miracle of 
sanctification occurs at and in the moment of 

eath. The glory of the Wesleyan position is the clis
overy that it can and should occur earlier than that. 

But how much earlier? Have we been too content 
imply to prove that it can be before death? And have 
1e missed the scriptural indications that it ought to 
e very near the beginning of the Christian life, pro
iding purity, power, and fullness for a li fe and 
ervice acceptable to God? 

~ow Is the lime-
At Pentecost, Peter did not recommend a long 

1ait. The promise was to all who truly repent and are 
,aptized (Acts 2:38, 39). Delay seems unnecessary 
nd dangerous. Wesley argued that "as soon as ever a 
erson is justified" is the "very time preferable to all 
,thers" (letter to T. Rankin, 1774). Delay erodes 
eadiness and endangers one's ever arriving at 
:hristian perfection. 

Did only three days elapse between Paul's 
onversion and his sanctification (being filled 
vith the Holy Ghost)? See Acts 9:3-17. The latter 
ven preceded water baptism , which had not yet 
,een his privilege. In his case, the reali ty pre
edecl the symbol (Matthew 3:11). 

Paul evidently understood that the gift of the 
:pirit was primarily for the beginning of one's 
:hristian life and not as a certificate of achievement 
.ear the encl. There are three occasions recorded of 
'au! 's ministry to new believers who had not had 
.1e benefit of regular apostolic guidance through 
:ie first month of their Christian lives. Each inci
.ent is revealing. 

Paul met ce1tain young converts at Ephesus 
nd wanted to evaluate their spiritual situation. His 
hief question was whether they had received this 
.eavenly "gift" since they had become believers 
Acts 19:2). Not only was their theology (and 
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baptism) brought up to date, but immediately, Paul 
led them into this promised experience. 

Later, in the epistle to the Ephesians, Paul 
speaks freely of this seal (1: 13), the deposit guar
anteeing our inheritance (v. 14), the indwelling 
Spirit, the indwelling Christ, and the fullness of 
God (3 : 16-19) as the very essence of victorious 
living and effective service. 

Again, Paul strongly desired to visit Rome, and 
was delayed. He wrote about the reason for urgency. 
These people from varied backgrounds had not had 
regular apostolic ministry-had not likely been led 
into this experience that is so necessary at the 
beginning of the Christian li fe. Paul wanted to share 
this spiritual gift (charisma) that is provided for 
establishing them in Christian grace (Romans 1: 11). 
The next verse uses the word for encouraged that 
Jesus used of the Holy Spirit in the fourth gospel. 
At the third church, Thessalonica, Paul was not able 
to minister through the early months of its existence 
and, so, had to fill the gap by epistles. What was the 
burden of First Thessalonians, written only months 
after spectacular conversions out of raw, though 
sophisticated, heathenism? 

Aside from the rejoicing over their sound 
conversions, Paul was concerned with what was 
lacking in [thei1] faith (3: 10). The proposed remedy 
was to make [their] love increase and overflow for 
each other (3:12). The reason was the hope of the 
Second Coming. 

It Is God's Will-
This is all explained and illustrated by the will 

of God-that you should be sanctified (4:3)
which is aimed at the successful Christian living to 
which we are called (vv. 7, 8)). After more elabo
ration, Paul prays, May God himself; the God of 
peace, sanctify you through and through (5:23). 

With the film assurance of answered prayer, 
he continues, The one who calls you is faithful and 
he will do it (5:24) . The aorist tense (emphasizing 
the finished act or event) is used in the Greek for 
the words increase, overflow, and sanctified, even 
when it seems remarkable grammatically. Paul is 
praying for definite action on God's part. 

The second epistle to the Thessalonians, written 
perhaps three months later, seems to indicate that the 
prayer was answered. Their love was increasing and 
they were exhibiting the healthy growth that sancti
fied ones should have (1 :3). 

How long must one wait for the gift of the Holy 
Spirit? Only until he knows the promise and joyfully, 
expectantly claims it. The abiding Comforter is for 
the journey of the Christian life, not just for crossing 
the swollen river of death. Why wait? Ask and 
receive (Luke 11: 13). • 

-from Joumey into Holiness: 
Experiencing God's Power for Holy Living 

-order from Wesleyan Publishing House at 800.493.7539 
or www.wesleyan.org/wph 

Sanctification is 

that renewal 

of our fallen 

nature by the 

Holy Ghost 

received through 

faith in Jesus 

Christ, whose 

blood of atone

ment has power 

to cleanse from 

all sin; whereby 

we are delivered 

from the guilt of 

sin, which is 

justification, 

but are washed 

entirely from its 

pollution and are 

enabled, through 

grace, to love 

God with all our 

hearts and to 

walk in his holy 

commandments 

blameless. 

- Luther Lee 
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by Wayne M. Warner 

T
he early Church called 
believers from impurity, to 
holiness and sanctification ( l 
Thess. 4 :7). Leon Hynson, in 
The Wesleyan Renewal suo-, b 

gests that John Wesley regarded 
holiness as a lifelong process in which 
God skillfu ll y sculpts us to His image. 
Using Wesley's analogy, Hynson 
describes repentance as the porch and 
faith as the door into the house, and 
reminds us that Wesley taught Christians 
to press on into perfect love. 

Hynson says that Wesley sought two 
ends: 1) replacing the spir it of evil with 
the love of God, and 2) preparing believ
ers to love the world in order to redeem 
the world. As people of God, it is criti
cally important for us to have a fum 
conviction of whom and what we are. 

The Lord your God has chosen you, 
Moses announced, and The Lord will 
establish you (Deut. 7:6b; 28:9). Paul 
pursued this theme in Rome, when 
greeting believers he described as cho
sen by God and actively committed to 
God's redeeming activity in the world 
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(Romans, chapter 16). Peter insisted, 
You are a chosen people ( l Pet. 2:9). 

We do what we do because God 
did what He did for us on the Cross, 
and we make history by telling "His" 
story! Refusal to tell His story is dis
obedience. 

We discover holiness by pursuing 
the Holy Spirit's gifting. He promises 
to empower and build up the body of 
Christ, and we use this gifting for the 
common good health of the church 
body, that it may be healthy (Eph. 4: 11-
13; l Cor. 12:7). As His people, we 
exercise the ability of dispensing grace 
(1 Pet. 4:10). 

We model holiness through persua
sive living. By making Jesus our 
model and mentor, we serve, rather 
than being served (Mk. 10:43). We do 
what we can for the least of these, 
because it is of utmost importance to 
the Lord (Mt. 25:40). We serve lov
ingly, knowing that anything less is a 
clanging cymbal ( I Car. 13:1). 

We communicate holiness through 
discipling. Christ's last instructions 
were to go .. . make disciples . . . 
bap1i:ing . .. and teaching them . . . 
everything I have commanded you 
(Mt. 28:19, 20). 

We conform to holiness by seeking 
"first" His kingdom (Mt. 6:33). We 
strive to carry out the will of our heav
enly Father, staying action oriented by 
prioritizing discipleship and avoiding 
what some call St. John 's Syndrome, 
the lukewarmness of spiritual old age 
and being at ease in Zion (Rev. 2:2-4). 

We witness to holiness by being 
Christ's ambassadors-people 
through whom He speaks to others 
(2 Cor. 5: 19, 20). He commissions us 
to regard no one from a worldly point 
of view. We emulate His example by 
being His hands and feet wherever we 
go-living as tangible evidence of His 
reality in a values-distorted world. 

In 1995, General Colin Powell 
advised that he would not run for any 
political office in the government of the 
United States, because he lacked the 
"political passion." God calls us to holi
ness and charges us to be passionate 
about it. We are to be people mentored 
and commissioned by Jesus-focused 
above all else-on Christ. 

As we focus upon His presence, 
Christ calls us to find each other in 
unity of purpose and allow Him to re
form us so that, united, we can make a 
difference in redeeming the world. As 
contemporary as today 's newspaper, 
He calls us to abandon the trivial and 
the piously self-serving, to separate 
from attempts to domesticate the 
Divine, and to become passionately 
involved in reconci ling our frag
mented and splintered world to His 
loving grace (2 Cor. 5:19). • 

Wayne M. Warner is a freelance writer 
from Battle Creek, MI. 

November 2003 I TWA 



ur Bible study finished for 
the day. We had been study
ing what the Scriptures teach 
about eternal life. A man I 
regarded as one of the pillars 

of our local congregation lingered 
behind. "That was a good study," he 
said in a tone that revealed there was 
more coming. Then he said, "I hope I 
make it." I reminded him that none of 
us go to heaven because we are good 
enough. We go to heaven because we 
have a Savior. But he had heard that 
before, many times. It was obvious 
that, hav ing heard it one more time, he 
was still unconvinced. 

Like many Christians, I struggle 
with one of the paradoxes of the 
Christian life. It is a paradox I suspect 
my church friend struggled with. 

The Bible says, Therefore, if anyone 
is in Christ, he is a new creation; the 
old has gone, the new has come! (2 
Cor. 5: 17). That verse has come true in 
my life. It is true of every person who 
has been born again into God's fami ly. 
The Bible says, Whoever claims to live 
in him must walk as Jesus did ( 1 Jn. 
2:6). Hopefully, despite all my imper
fections and flaws, those closest to me 
see increasing glimpses of Christ in 
me. I have surrendered my life to Jesus 
as Lord, asking Him to possess every 
corner of my herut and life. My great 
desire is to live the sanctified life-
the life made holy and set apart 
for God. 

But like my friend from the 
Bible study, I sometimes find it 
hard to grasp that when God 
looks at my life, He sees Christ. 
It is easy to sing about being 
"dressed in His righteousness 
alone," faultlessly standing 
before the throne. But it is not 
always easy to translate it into 
everyday experience and belief. 

Forty years ago, I asked 
Jesus to be my Savior, but my 
need of a Savior did not end 
with salvation. Now, as a much 
older man, I sense my need of a 
Savior, more than ever. I have 
assurance that when my life 
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ends, I will spend eternity with God
not because of anything I am achieving, 
but because I have the Savior. The very 
fact that we call him "Savior" testifies 
that we are helpless to "make it" with
out Him. 

My wife and I live near the Atlantic 
Ocean. One spring day we were walking 
along the beach, enjoying the vastness of 
the scenery, enjoying being together. The 
beach was unusually empty. Only a few 
swimmers and joggers were in sight. 
Then we noticed someone far out 
beyond where any swimmers should 
have been. It was soon obvious that he 
was in trouble. Swimming alone, he had 
intentionally or unintentionally gone out 
farther than was safe. We knew immedi
ately d1at we were watching a person 
who was going to drown. He obviously 
lacked d1e strength to get back in. 
Almost in that same moment, a man 
near us plunged into the waves. We did 
not even realize that a lifeguard was in 
that stretch of beach. But he was, and 
he had seen what was happening. We 
watched, helplessly, as he moved 
through the waves, toward the swimmer. 
Then with skill and physical strength the 
rest of us lacked, he brought the man to 

safety. It was an incredible moment. We 
had seen someone literally pulled from 
the grip of death. 

Since that day on the beach, I have 
thought a lot about what I witnessed. 
The drowning man didn' t need a book 
on swimming. He did not need a moti
vational speaker. The drowning man 
didn't need a judge. He didn't need 
someone to pull beside him in a boat 
and say, " You foolish man. This is 
your own fault and nobody else's." He 
needed a savior. He needed someone 
who would do for him what he could 
not possibly do for himself. 

And so, at the beginning of our 
journey with Christ, and at the end, 
we need a Savior. No matter how we 
interpret holiness or sanctification; no 
matter what grade we may achieve or 
think we have achieved in spiritual 
matters ... without a Savior, we have 
no hope. 

The good news is we have a Savior 
in Christ. And because we have Christ, 
the life of holiness becomes a joy-filled 
journey-not a continual time of 
fearful uncertainty. • 

Robert E. Rogers is a freelance writer 
from Bethel, DE. 
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(I to r) Thomas E. Armiger, 
Earle L. Wilson, David W. Holdren 

T
hroughout the summer, 
Wesleyans gathered in district 
conferences heard reports of the 
Leadership Development Journey 

(LDJ). In many conferences, mentors 
and pastors involved in mentoring 
groups were recognized. Many District 
Superintendents included reference to 
LDJ in their annual reports. The 
Leadership Development Journey 
launched by the Board of General 
Superintendents two years ago remains 
strong-gaining momentum month by 
month. 

LDJ was a result of a time of 
earnest prayer and reflection by the 
General Superintendents, who were 
seeking ways to move the Church for
ward with health and growth. We 
remain convinced that the best way to 
provide the opportunity for each pastor 
and l.ocal church to succeed is to pro
vide mentoring, coaching, and 
modeling experiences for both pastors 
and congregations. 

Monthly, 1500 pastors are meeting 
in small mentoring groups of five or 
six persons. During the fall months 
LDJ coordinator, Dr. Ken Heer, will be 
training selected pastors to coach other 
pastors. This will provide pastors need
ing individualized mentoring the 
opportunity to be coached one-on-one 
by successful pastors. 

The key to pastoral enrichment and 
congregational health is critical if The 
Wesleyan Church is to serve this pres
ent age with its complex issues. LDJ 
provides the opportunity for sharing, 
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The Leadership 
Development JourneJ 

Continues 
accountability, and inter
dependence which can 

only happen in small group sessions. 
With the experience of a few 

months in mentoring clusters, pastors 
are expressing their gratitude to the 
General Superintendents for offering 
LDJ to them. What we believed would 
be a helpful means of pastoral health 
is proving to be just that. Following are 
just a few of the testimonials from pas
tors involved in LDJ: 

• Pastor Dan Berry of the Indiana 
North District writes: "I think the 
richest fruit from LDJ has been the 
collegiality of ministers meeting to 
discuss, pray, and encourage. We 
have shared our problems and our 
praises and in that loving environ
ment there has been growth, love, 
and solutions. We are committed to 
the philosophy that unless all of us 
are growing, learning, and gaining, 
we will not be content or satisfied." 

• Pastor Todd Reynolds from the 
North Carolina West District says, 
"The mentoring group has been a 
valuable tool in my ministry. I 
have been able to get ideas from 
other pastors and it has challenged 
me to ask why we do what we do. 
It has caused me to beg in to think 
about change and doing things 
'out of the box. "' 

• Pastor Gary Churchill, from the 
Atlantic District has this report: 
"I have found being a part of the 
group a beneficial experience. It 
has been of great value to have a 
forum where struggles and cha!-

'£"~·" by Earle L. Wilson 

The local church iE 
fundamental tc 

denominational healtr 
and advancement 

lenges can be shared. It has also 
been helpful to be able to choose 
certain aspects of ministry, to dis
cuss and fine tune them as others 
share their insight and experience. 
The overnight retreat our group 
had in mid-May was especially 
refreshing as it provided needed 
time for rest and reflection away 
from our parish." 

• An important aspect of the LDJ 
mentoring groups is the accounta
bility factor. In that regard, Pastor 
Mark Wilson of the Wisconsin 
District reported: "Our LDJ group 
is a real encouragement. We can be 
real with each other and we are 
able to help each other with issues 
we are facing. It is a valuable sys
tem of support and accountability." 

• Pastor Luther Nelson Sr. of the 
Western Pennsylvania District adds 
this word: "LDJ is proving to be a 
tremendous blessing to our group. 
The monthly meetings are instru
mental and inspiring. As we share 
together as pastors, it is proving to 
be a ministry changing experience. 
LDJ is indeed a tool in The 
Wesleyan Church which the Holy 
Spirit can use to develop leader
ship for the years to come." (This 
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is a significant observation 
corning from one of our senior 
pastors with many yea.rs of 
ministry.) 

• Pastor David Dahlberg of the 
East Michigan District related 
one of the most meaningful 
experiences of a mentoring 
group when he said this: "The 
value of being in this group has 
been tremendous for me. I have 
grown and seen growth in the 
other pastors. There were two 
pastors ready to resign from 
their churches, but by the 
prayer and support of others 
in the mentoring group, they 
have held on to God and have 
seen victory come." 

There is no way to adequately 
neasure the impact LDJ is having 
,n pastors and will have on the 
hurches pastored by those involved 
n mentoring clusters. The General 
,uperintendents are given the respon
ibility to provide spiritual leadership 
·or the Chmch. We believe God has 
;iven us this great leadership tool 
:ailed the Leadership Development 
roumey to bring health and renewal 
o ministers and to laypeople, which 
will ultimately result in healthier 
:hurches. We also are convinced that 
1ealthy pastors will produce healthy 
:hurches, and healthy churches will 
~ventually be growing churches. 

We call on all pastors to become 
nvolved in a mentoring cluster. We 
1sk all laypeople to encourage the 
Jastors to join a mentoring group. 
We applaud every District 
Superintendent for the assistance 
~ach is giving to the General 
Superintendents, in adopting an 
r...,DJ plan that works for his district. 

God is blessing The Wesleyan 
C:hurch with steady but significant 
11rowth. The local church is funda-
"' 
mental to denominational health and 
idvancement. LDJ is the best means 
wailable to us to offer each pastor 
the opportunity to be as successful 
is he or she can be. 

The Journey continues ... • 
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Core Values of 
the Leadership 
Development 

Journey 

LEADERSHIP-God gifts and calls some for 
leadership in His Church. The health and effec
tiveness of the Church depends on the health 
and effectiveness of her leaders. Identifying, 
developing, and supporting leaders must be 
a priority of the Church. 

STEWARDSHIP-God distributes gifts, 
resources, and opportunities to members of 
the body of Christ. As stewards, leaders are 
dependent upon God for their giftedness, 
provision, and direction-and are accountable 
to Hirn for the use of His gift of leadership. 

RELATIONSHIPS-Ministry and leadership are 
all about relationships. We learn and grow best 
within relationships. 

LEARNING-We must be lifelong learners. No 
one person can learn enough or fast enough to 
remain effective in our ever changing world. 
We learn best when we learn with others. 

INTERDEPENDENCE-We need each other. 
We have the capacity to help each other be 
effective leaders of healthy churches. We can 
accomplish more together than we can ever 
do alone. 

ACCOUNTABILITY-Our growth and effective
ness increase when we are willing to answer to 
other trusted persons for our progress toward 
the personal and professional goals we have 
set for ourselves. 

TRANSFORMATION-Leaders must be 
transformed before congregations can be 
transformed. Through the Holy Spirit, we can 
be more than we are and we can do better 
than we are doing. Each generation of the 
Church must experience renewal and 
revitalization if it is to be effective in 
reaching the cultures of its day. 

- Ken Heer, LDJ Coordinator 
E-mail: heerk@wesleyan.org 

Why 
Settle 

for Half? 
No matter how 

you say it 

or slice it, 

half is half. 

Half is never whole. 

Have you ever wondered 

why people settle for half? 

Some would say, "It's better than 

nothing." But why settle for half 

when there 's more? It's called 

Sunday School. 

Make your Sunday experience 

whole by connecting with a class 

or group. 

Sunday School is the 
other half of Sunday. 

Ray E. Barnwell Sr. 
General Director 
Sunday School & 
Discipleship Ministries 

sundayschool@wesleyan.org 
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It wa.s recently my privilege to 
organize the 40'h anniversary 
commemoration of New 

Zealand 's worst internal air 
disaster. I gathered together a 
group of people and also set out 
to write a book about the tragedy, 
Kaimai Crash, with a particular 
focus on the two pilots, fli ght 
attendant, and 20 passengers who 
were killed. Upon contacting their 
family members, I was pleased to 
receive unanimous support from 
them for the commemoration. 

Flight 441 from-Auckland 
to Tauranga-on July 3, 1963 
had begun as a typical DC-3 
flight of the era. The passengers 
represented a cross section of 
New Zealand society-men and 
women, different cultures, young and 
old. They were traveling on business, 
on holiday, or to attend family events. 

The tragic crash of DC-3 ZK-AYZ 
into the Kaimai Range was a profound 
shock to the prosperity and optimism 
of a growing nation. The accident was 
front page news for days. Thirty-eight 
children lost a parent in the disaster. 

So it was a special gathering 40 
years later-with many family members 
traveling some distance, including 
coming from Australia and Canada. 
Three weeks earlier I had tramped to ., 

by Richard Waugh 

the crash site in mountainous country, 
to place a small plaque on a rock face 
beside the wreckage. Then on the 
anniversary, 500 people stood at the 
roadside service for the commemora
tion as I led the crowd in prayers and 
hymns. 

A few days later one woman who, 
as a child, had lost her father in the 
plane crash, wrote to me saying, 
"Yesterday would have to be one of 
the most special days in my li fe. So 
special that it is impossible, at this 
stage, to explain the uplifting feeling I 
have in my heart and the added under-

~ 

standing it gave me of myself. It 
enabled me to fi nally acknowledge 
and accept a lot of well-buried and 
controlled emotions." 

As an aviation historian and chaplain 
to the Guild of Air Pilots, I have been 
privileged with many opportunities over 
the years, to offer ministry to pilots and 
others in the aviation industry. I am 

~ thankful for this ministry and the 
blessings it has provided. 

Jesus said Christians are to be salt 
and light in the world. That includes 

. astors and church leaders. Too often, 
we are invisible in the community. I 
pray that, as Wesleyans, we will be 
involved in making a difference! • 

-Richard Waugh serves as senior pastor of 
East City Wesleyan Church, Auckland, New 

Zealand. He is also National Superintendent of 
the Wesleyan Methodist Church of NZ. 
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Ministerial Ordinations West Central Area 
Dakota: Thomas Cyril Boland, Jamie E. 
Groneberg, Christopher John Laws, Keith 
Ritchie, Philip E. Tague, Timothy L. TroxeU, 
William Charles Wilson, Erin Montgomery 
Youngs 

Eastern Area 
Atlantic: Neil Homer, Michael Hutton, Tammy 
Hutton, Jason McCutcheon, Andrew Thomas 
Mark Williams, Mark Worth ' 
Central Canada: Darren Dicks 
Central New York: Michael Gallant 
Chesapeake: Shane MitcheU Dickinson 
Eastern NY/New England: Romeo M. 
Caringal, Kevin Finley, Teresa M. Stevens 
NC East: Lewis Brandon, Dennis Cook, Je ff 
Dalzell, Bradley Hill, Mark Klass, Ronald 
Lambeth, Greg Manser, Philip Martin, William 
"Billy" Roy, Eddie Smith, Mark Wilburn 
NC West: Yuri Benitez, Robert C. Brayerton 
Jr., Claudio Errasti, Anuar Amado Leiva, Jose 
Minoso, Philip Modlin, Henry D. "Hank" 
Moffitt, Trent Patterson 
Penn-Jersey: Barry E. Brown, Elie Joseph, 
Tyronza K. Murray, Brenda L. Smith, 
Stephen Smith 
Shenandoah: Brian S. Kiehl, Jason R. 
McMurphy 

Western NY: Casper C. Farrow 
Western PA: Daniel R. Bach 

South Central Area 
Greater Ohio: Trevor Beers, Warren Be lJamy, 
Raymond Campbell , Lisa Willey 

East MI: Thomas R. Fen, Joshua L. Kramp, 
Christopher M. Steinle 
IA/MN: Michael K. Colaw, Peter E. Mueller. 
Jonathan K. Wiest Illinois: Rodrigo Azofeifa, Patricia D. Bray, 

Daniel P. Szombathy, Hi ll Valenzuela 
IN Central: Jose Granados, William H. Eisner, 
Marty Reiswig 
IN North: Darren F. Campbell, K. James 
M~t~hette, James K. Neal Jr., John W. Phipps, 
WIiham A. Thompson Jr., Robert M. Tippey, 
Andy L. Trowbridge, Richard L. VanVuren, 
James R. Womack III 
IN South: Wesley Jones, Aaron Marshall, Mark 
E. Reed, Harold Smith, Scott Uselman 
South Carolina: George Brassard, Kevin 
Kithcart, James Reed, Michael Vanderpool 
South Coastal: Shane Crowe, Modesto Duarte. 
lrini Fambro, John Lehmberg, Miles Welch 

Kansas: Scott Baker, Sylvia Barreno, Barbara 
Bennett, Timothy Hughes, Tim Kolb. Mark 
McGregor, Fred MikeseU, Miguel Munoz 
North MI: Darren Anderson, Wade Hall Jr., 
Shannon E. Marden, Thomas Smith, Paulette 
Zoulek 
Northwest: Kerry A. Rainey, Erik R. Timmons 
Pacific SW: Johanna Santeliz-Baneno, Tracy 
Batterton, Ryan Brinson. Joefrey Alejo 
Domerez, Faustino Hernandez, Brett 
Hilgemann, Brian M. Lacey, Fernando Zepeda 
Tri-State: Trent Nettleton 
TX-LA: Robert J. Lawless, Branden Petersen 
West MI: Kyle Brown, Daniel Chapin, Wade 
Hatfield, Mark Hoogerhyde, Nathaniel D. 
Kingsburry, Juan R. Moralez Jr. , Thomas 
McCalJ 

A lifetime of regret. 
Most vehicular accidents that religious 
organizations experience can be avoided 
including 15-passenger van ro llovers. ' 
Let us show you how. 

C?ur 15-minute 'Transportation Safety" 
video and accompanying booklet guide 
you through vehicle maintenance, driver 
screening and driving tips. Our vehicle 
checklist is something every driver should 
use before a trip. All are free to you, sim
ply for asking. 

Go to our Web site at 
www.churchmutual.com/ u·ansport or call 
us at (800) 554-2642, ext. 4205. There's 
no reason to wait. 

Real Issues. 
Real Answers. 

3000 Schuster l.1nc • P.O. !lox • 357 
~lcrrill • WI • 5H52-0:l57 11,,w.churchmu

tuaJ.com 
<.1m1ch ~lutiul tu.., IX'('n med A· (Suprrior) b) 
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Fellowship of 
Wesleyan Evangelists 

by Joe C. Sawyer 

The Wesleyan Church has a long-standing 
heritage of proclamation evangelism. 

From circuit-riding preachers who spread 
the message of full salvation across the 
North American frontier on horseback-
to itinerant evangelists who moved from 
town to town by stagecoach or train, to 
plant new churches-from regular use of 
prayer altars and "altar cal ls" by pastors 
inviting parishioners to receive Christ-
to modern crusade teams that work in ter
denominationally to implement community
reach strategies and stadium outreach 
events. Wesleyans respect persuas ive 
preaching of God 's Word and direct 
personal appeal as powerful tools for 
evangel ism and revival. 

The FeUowship of Wesleyan Evangelists 
is a voluntary association for networking 
revival and crusade workers and those 
who support them. Sponsored by the 
General Department of Evangelism 
and Church Growth as a free service to 
Wesleyan evangelism leaders, FWE 's 
current membership includes fu ll-tin1e 
General Evangelists, part-time Associate 
General Evangelists, reserve (or retired) 
evangelists, church adminjstrators, and 
others interested in Church-based evangel
ism ministries. 

As a denominational agency, FWE 
focuses on professional enrichment and 
peer mentoring for its members. A primary 
purpose is to promote the utilization of 
evangelists' gifts and ministries by local 

GENERAL EVANGELISTS 
Baker, John and Linda (Children's 
Evangelists), 1Baker4053@aol.com, P.O. 
Box 88, Clifton, KS 66937 
Caldwell, Wayne E., wecll 23@aol.com, 
117 Rush Ct., Fishers, IN 46038 

* Cobb, Tom and Karen (Life Unlimited 
Ministries), unltdlife@aol.com, HC 75, Box 
7, Merriman, NE 69218 

* Coffey, John and Esther, 
coffeyev@aol.com, 3364 138<h Ave., 
Hamilton, MI 49419 
Decker, Clint, cdecker@kansas.net, 1415 8"' 
Street, Clay Center, KS 67432-2118 

* Dekker, Paul and Dona, 
DekkerMin@aol.com, P.O. Box 67, Loyal, 
WI 54446 
Dupin, Clyde, cdupin@clydedupin.org, P.O. 
Box 565, Kernersville, NC 27284 

* Gates, Kenneth W., kengates@prodigy.net, 
8346 Anemone Ln., Indianapolis, IN 46210 
Holley, George, 
georgeholley@hotmail.com, P.O. Box 68, 
Crown City, OH 45623 
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churches and districts in local revivals, 
spiritual harvest events, camps, and Bible 
conferences. 

In addition to providing free books and 
resources related to their work, the 
General Department of E&CG offers 
scho larships to FWE members for profes
sional enrichment events (such as the 
Proclamation Evangelism Network e
School) and sponsors periodic evangelists ' 
retreats for mutual encouragement and 
idea sharing. 

The next FWE gathering will be an 
appreciation breakfas t on June 2 1, 2004, 
during The Wesleyan Church General 
Conference in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

Full-time evangelism in the 21st 
Century wi ll undoubtedly take on a differ
ent " look" as the cultural context in which 
the Church operates continues to change. 
An emerging ministry for Wesleyan evan
gelists calls for their involvement in new 
church multiplication. Coming alongside 
church planters and young congregations, 
persons gifted in training and leading per
sonal evangelism teams will be invaluable 
partners for reach ing new people for 
Christ in church p lanting target communi
ties. Evangelists are sought who are 
willing to move from place to place, to 
help gather new believers into new con
gregations. If this 2 1st Century version of 
the "circuit-riding" preacher and the itiner
ant evangelist is a Frontline ministry to 
which God may be calling you, contact the 
General Department of Evangelism and 
Church Growth at ecg@wesleyan.org or 
by calling 3 17.570.5 125 for more informa
tion. John Coffey serves as President. • 

Joe C. Sawyer is Executive Secretary of FWE. 

Jones, J. Philo, 6739 E. Speed Rd. , 
Milltown, IN 47145 
Kinnan, William F. Sr. and June,jkin
nan@comteck.com, 5604 Scott Rd., Marion, 
IN 46953 
Sawyer, Joe C., j oesaw@juno.com, 10831 
Canoe Ct, Indianapolis, IN 46236-8856 
Tinney, Frederick N. (Children's 
Evangelist ), fa tcct@yahoo.com, 1413 
Bigley Ave., Charleston, WV 25302 
Willis, O.W., 1004 Johnson St., High Point, 
NC27262 
Wingfield, Steve, wi11gfieldm@aol.com, 
2389 Grace Chapel Rd. , Harrisonburg, VA 
22801-4523 

COMMISSIONED SPECIAL WORKERS 
Kildow, Tom and Lois, 36 Emery Road, 
Apt. 1, Fredericktown, PA 15333-9735 
Osborne, Ken and Ann, I 1344 Emerald 
Forest, Interlochen, MI 49643 
Pavey, Marvin and Mae, 3429 Heatherfield 
Dr., Louisville, KY 40216 

* Preacher and Musician 

New Wesleyan Church1 
Central Canada Joliet, IL 60115-651( 
Calga!)'. Standard Church Pastor Rodrigo Azo6 
1937 10'" Avenue SE Rock [sland Iglesia' 
Calgary, AB T3C 014 Nueva 
CANADA 802 8" Avenue 
Pastor Lawrence Yadlowsk.i Silvis, IL 61282-147 
Vancouver Standard Church Pastor Benjamin Mo 
2709 E 22..i Avenue Indiana Central 
Vancouver, BC Y5M 2Y7 Amistad Cristiana 
CANADA 31 8" Street NE 
Pastor Lena Hutchings Carmel, IN 46032-1 '. 
Central New York Pastor Jose G. Grana 
Cornerstone Wesleyan Indiana South 
Tabernacle Trinity Wesleyan Chi 
317 Wilmore Place 7695 S CR 425 W 
Syracuse, NY 13208-2455 Spiceland, IN 47385 
Pastor James Fiato Pastor Charles S. Str, 
New Life Wesleyan Church Iowa-Minnesota 
3085 S Cortland Virgil Rd. Lakeshore Celebratic 
Cortland, NY 13045-8814 Church 
Pastor John Brainard 211 3"' Street 
Colorado/Nebraska Proctor, MN 55810-1 
Summit Church Pastor Gayle Neuerb 
P.O. Box 473623 North Carolina Eas 
Aurora, CO 80047-3623 Iglesia Cristiana de I; 
Pastor Christopher Williams Trinidad 
Dakota 186 E Aiken Road 
Living Ho[!e Wesleyan Eden, NC 27288-225 
P.O. Box 54 Pastor Leoncio Rios 
Madison, SD 57043-0054 North Carolina Wes 
Pastor Timothy L. Troxell Igle~ia Wesleyana !:;a 
Eastern NY/New England AI Cielo 
St1ringfleld Hisl,lanic 417 E Main Street 
Wesleyan Church Lincolnton, NC 2809 
849 Dwight Street Pastor Danilo Aguilru 
Holyoke, MA OJ 040-4111 Pacific Southwest 
Pastor William Del Rosario Crossroads !:;ommuni 
East Michigan Church 
North Shore Wesleyan 2545 E Chapman Ave 
Church #120 
34675 24 Mile Road Fullerton, CA 9283 1-
Chesterfield, Ml 48047- Pastor Gil S Jun 
6606 Iglesia Wesleyana Di1 
Pastor Christopher Steinle Paz Kings Beach 
Florida 445 Sullivan Lane, #1 
Iglesia Renancer Sparks, NV 89431-57 
P.O. Box 15147 Pastor Humberto Alfe 
Brooksville, FL 34604-0113 Wesleyan Communi!) 
Pastor Edwin Cortes Fellowshil,l 
Iglesia Wesleyana Roca P.O. Box 3366 
Fuena Yuba City, CA 95992 
1515 N "J" Street Pastor Eric Ball 
Lake Worth, FL 33460- South Coastal 
1824 Sugar Hill Wesleyan 
Pastor Jose Miller Puentes Church 
Illinois P.O. Box 222 
Joliet Iglesia Vida Nueva Buford, GA 30515 
902 Fotis Avenue, Apt. 4 Pastor Philip S. Olsen 
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• NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

~leven Domestic Spanish Stations 
\dded to Ministry of The Wesleyan 
lour 

Eleven domestic Spanish stations are 
tow broadcasting The Wesleyan Hour, 
he radio missions ministry of The 
lv'esleyan Church. These include stations 
n Arizona, New Mexico, North Carolina, 
)regon, Texas, and Washington. For a 
opy of the most recent international 
adio log, phone 3 17.570.5156 or E-mail 
ommunicat ions@wesleyan.org. 

• DISTRICT NEWS 

,outh Coastal 

Macon Wesleyan (Macon, GA) 
,urchased 12 acres of land last year, 
LI1d they are now in the process of 
:onstructing the Genesis Building, 
vhich will be Phase One of their build
ng program. This initial building will 
,e a place for worship and fellowship. 
) ther buildings will come later on. The 
>astor and congregation are diligently 
naking plans to stay debt free in this 
>hase of the project. Local contractors 
tre charging only for the costs of 
:mployees and fuel, and a number of 
>eople have volunteered their labor, 
ncluding the church congregation. 

Mark Atkinson pastors the church. 

• NEWS FROM COLLEGES & SEMINARIES 

WU Buys Shopping Center 

Two retail businesses, Dunham's 
Discount S porting Goods and Dollar 
General, will continue to operate in 
the mall. The university plans to make 
additional space available for retail 
businesses or offices. 

TWU will use about 50,000 square 
feet of the mall for its physical plant 
offices. The College of Adult and 
Professional Studies plans to use another 
20,000-30,000 square feet for offices and 
storage, and the main campus post office 
may move into the building. 

Oklahoma Wesleyan University 
"Regional Best" 

For the second straight year, U.S. News 
& World Report has named OWU a : 
"Regional Best in the West" as listed in : 
the 2004 edition of America's Best : 
Colleges. The unjversity is rated in the ' 
second tier of Best Comprehensive 
Colleges-Bachelor's (by region). This : 
prestigious rating is based on six measures : 
of quality, including: peer assessment, : 
graduation and retention rates, faculty : 
resources, student selectivity, financial ' 
resources, and alumni giving. 

... WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

Rev. W. Henry & 
Elizabeth Ortlip 
celebrated their 60'h 
wedding anniversary 
on August 9, 2003, at 
Houghton College, in 
Houghton, NY. The 
Ortlips were married at 
Grace Wesleyan Church, Akron, OH, 
on June 30, 1943. They pastored in 
The Wesleyan Church and also served 
as missionaries to China and Haiti. They 
have four children and ten grandchildren. 

Rev. Paul & Sally 
Phillippe celebrated 
the ir 50'1, wedding 
anniversary on August 
9, 2003, at First 
Wesleyan Church, in 
Bartlesville, OK. The 
Phillippes spent most 
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Indiana Wesleyan University has 
1ought University Plaza, a strip shop-
1ing mall that is located a few blocks 
:outh of the IWU campus. The purchase 
ncludes a 125,000-square-foot building 
>lus about 22 acres of adjoining land. 
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of their lives as career missionaries
first in Guyana ( I 958- 1960) and then 
in Brazil (1960- 1991). They have five 
children and 12 grandchildren. !~ 

j 
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... OBITUARIE S 

Bauer, Betty M., 75 
August 13, 2003 

Mrs. Bauer, Allentown, PA, died on 
August 13, 2003. She was born in Muncy, 
Lycoming County, to William and Edna 
(Goldy) Anderson. Mrs. Bauer had previ
ously worked in home health care and had 

' a lso served as a missionary to South Africa, 
from 1957- 198 1. 

Survivors include her husband of 56 
years, Rev. L. Paul Bauer; two daughters: 
Gai l D. Furby and Patricia M. Gerig; a son: 
Lawrence P. Jr.: a brother: Carl; e ight grand
children, and a great granddaughter. 

Ferryman, Arthur, 86 
June 13, 2003 

Mr. FerTyman, Columbus, lN, 
died on June 13, 2003. He was 

born December 12 , 19 16, in Catawba, OH, 
to Rolland and Catherine Miller FerTyman. 
Arthur served from 1954- 1976 as a miss ion
ary pilot in South America. In 1976, he 
retired to Fortville, lN. 

Survivors include his wife, Eva Marie 
Manley Ferryman; three sons: Robert A. , 
Darre ll J., and Chris E.; two daughters: 
Karen Sue Blair and Anita Mae Ragains; 14 
grandchildren, and several great grandchil
dren. He was preceded in death by two 
s isters and one brothe r. 

Finch, Rev. Paul W., 93 
July 8, 2003 

Rev. Finch, Holland, MI, died 
July 8, 2003. He was born on 

January 27, 19 10, in Aberdeen, OH, to Rev. 
Ralph and Ruth Finch. In 1933, he began his 
min istry in the Pilgrim Holiness Church, and 
mi nistered for nearly 70 years. Paul was 

, married to Georgia Johnson in 1936. 
He is survived by his wife, to whom he 

was marTied for 68 years; four children: 
Daniel, Angeline Hamburg, Paul Jr., and 
Josie Dautel; fi ve grandchildren, two great 
grandchildren, and many nieces and 
nephews. One son, Doug las, preceded him 
in death. 

Johnson, Rev. Howard W., 93 
April 18, 2003 

Rev. Johnson died on April 18, 

Magnhild in 1988, he married Vivian 
(Stan ley) Bardsley in 1989. Howard pas
tored Wesleyan (Methodist) churches in both 
IA and MN. In 2002, he was recognized for 
65 years of service to his d istric t. 

Survivors include his children, three 
stepdaughters, two stepsons, and many 
grandchildren and great grandchi ldren. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, 
both of his wives, a brother, and a sister. 

Messer, Audrey Louise, 85 
May 23, 2003 

Mrs. Messer died in Traverse 
City, MI, on May 23, 2003. She 

was born in Chillicothe, OH, on January I , 
1918, to Lyell and Miriam McCarty. Audrey 
married Rev. Carl Messer in 1943, and they 
served in various Pilgrim Holiness and 
Wesleyan churches in Ml, for 40 years. She 
also worked for the Kalamazoo and Livonia 
public school districts. 

Survivors include her husband; two 
daughters: Carol E vans and Sharon BurTows 
five grandchildren, two sisters, two brothers, 
and a large extended family. 

Peterson, Rev. Martin Luther, 91 
August 9, 2003 

Rev. Peterson, better known as 
"ML," Freeport, FL, died August 

9, 2003. He served for many years as a min
ister, missionary, and evangelist in the 
Pilgrim Holiness Church and The Wesleyan 
Church. He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Fem Nelson Peterson; and is survived 
by his wife, Helen Weaver Peterson. 

Other survivors include his stepsons: 
Frederick M. Weaver and Stephen E. 
Weaver; children: Marla, Michelle, and 
Mark; and several close in-laws. He was 
also preceded in death by his mother and 
father: Fred and Augusta Nyberg Peterson; a 
daughter: Linda Peterson Hadden; and two 
sisters . 

Smith, Rev. Edith Rose, 93 
February 22, 2003 

Rev. Smith, North Vernon, lN, died 
February 22, 2003. She was born in 
Alexandria, IN, on April 25, 1909, to 
Andrew J ." and Bertha M. Job Rose. Edi th 
married Rev. Lester Smith on December 2 1, 
1940. They pastored Wesleyan churches for 
47 years . He preceded her in death on April 
22, 199 1. 

Survivors include two sons: Benet and 
Roy W.: a daughter: Ruth Smith; four grand
children, and three great grandchildren. She 
was preceded in death by two brothers. 
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2003. He was born May 3 1, 1909, 
in Broadland, SD, to Frederic and Clara 
(Todnem) Johnson. He married Magnhi ld 
Hauff on July 25, 1936. They were the par
ents of fi ve sons: Howard , Lawrence, 
Arno ld, Dav id, and Edward; and two daugh
ters: Carolyn and Norva. After the death of 
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IN THE NEWS 
I Guilty Verdict Handed Out in 
:ase of Murdered Missionary 
nd His Young Sons 

After more than two years at trial, a 
hubaneswar, Indian court has convicted 13 
1spects of the January 1999 murder of 
,ustralian missionary Graham Staines and 
is two sons. Judge Mahendra Nath Pattnaik 
:ad the guil ty verdict on September 15. 
hose convicted included the alleged leader 
f the attack, Dara Singh, whose real name 
. Ravindra Pal. 

Staines, hi s wife, and their three chiJdren 
ved in Baripada, where they perfo,med 
1edical missionary work for the poor and 
I. Staines had worked as a missionary in 
1dia for over 30 years. During a road trip, 
e and his two sons were spending the night 
1 their Jeep, when a mob of Hindu radicals 
mounded the vehicle and set it on fue, 
,ith the fam ily inside. AJJ attempts of the 
1issionary and his children to get out of the 
ehicle were blocked by the mob. 

At the funeral , Mrs. Staines publicly 
)rgave the killers and vowed to continue 
,e work her husband began decades ear
er. She has asked the court to spare the 
ves of the killers. 

The AJI Indian Christian Council 
'\ICC) released a statement in support of 
1e convictions, and also a surprising plea 
)r the lives of the killers. "While there is a 
~nse of satisfaction that justice has at last 
een done, the Christian community agrees 
1ith Graham's widow, Gladys, that neither 
engeance nor vindication matter any 
10re," read the statement. 

I Planned Parenthood Files 
,awsuit to Reinstate Funding 

Planned Parenthood's Nebraska chapter 
as fi led a lawsuit in federal court, in an 
ttempt to reinstate a state grant they planned 
) use to fund a teen outreach program. 
'he lawsuit comes in response to a decision 
artier in the summer, forbidding the use of 
tate money for abortion counseling and 
~ferrals. Planned Parenthood is one of the 
1rgest abortion providers in the U.S. , with 
,ffices in all 50 states. 

• Seattle Voters Say "No" to 
~spresso Tax 

Seattle coffee lovers breathed a sigh of 
elief recently as the city's voters rejected 
n initiative asking them to add a IO cent 
ix to espressos. The proposed tax would 
ave been used to fund preschool and day 
are programs. 

rwA I November 2003 

City leaders had asked voters to think of 
espresso as a " luxury item" for which they 
were willing to pay more tax to enjoy. Sixty
eight percent of the voters squarely rejected 
that idea, according to the Associated Press. 
Many voters fe lt their espresso was more of 
a necessity than a luxury item. 

• A Modest Proposal 
Not all teenage g irls want to dress like 

Britney Spears, and a group of Tucson high 
school students is sending that message to 
local clothing stores. The students and 
their parents are circulating a petition that 
asks retai lers to carry more modest clothing. 
The Tucson modesty petition asks for a 
larger selection of modest clothing that 
"shows respect for the body," the Associated 
Press reports. Organizers of the petition have 
already collected more than 1300 signatures. 

• Former Goodwill Exec Faces 
Charges 

A fo1mer top executive for Goodwill 
Industries recently pleaded "no contest" to 
a felony charge of theft, for allegedly 
embezzling more than $500,000 from the 
charity-to cover gambling debts. Carol 
Braun. age 63, a 26-year employee, worked 
as the financial controller for Goodwill 
Industries of North Central Wisconsin. 
Braun supposedly does not have the money 
to repay what she took, but insurance may 
offer some help. The district attorney han
d ling the case has said that Goodwill has 
resigned themselves to the fact that they 
will never receive the money. 

www.evangelical-press.com 

A USA Today/CNN/Gallup Poll shows 
the following preferences of Americans 
surveyed: 

• the inscription "In God We Trust" on U.S. 
coins-90% approve; 8% disapprove 

• monument of the Ten Commandments in 
public areas-70% approve; 29% disap
prove 

• non-denominational prayer at public 
school ceremonies-78% approve; 21 
percent disapprove 

• federal funds for social prog rams run by 
Christian organizations-64% approve; 
34% disapprove 

• federal funds for social programs run by 
Islamic orgaruzations-41 % approve; 
56% disapprove 

- The Pastor's Weekly Briefing 
October 3, 2003 

Continuing Education 
by Karl Westfall 

The young child commented to the pastor 
following a Sunday service: "You must 
know something about everything. " The 

sermon contained illustrations of animals and 
their habits, pop culture icons, lyrics from a cur
rent song, and even bibl ical history-with a few 
Greek and Hebrew words thrown in. 

It may be true that you cannot know every
thing, but you can continue being a learner 
for life. 

For me, seminary was an expansive time. I 
was exposed to professors who knew so much 
more than I could imagine. They showed me a 
much bigger picture of God. 

The small worldview I possessed had to fil
ter everything into boxes of smaller sizes. As my 
filter was enlarged, I was able to create bigger 
boxes to hold my discoveries. I reached a point 
where I could no longer maintain equilibrium in 
my filters and boxes. Learning was forcing me 
to grow. With growth came changes in under
standing and application. It was fun and scary 
at the same time. 

What can you do to become better equipped 
to deal with the constant demands of people 
with their problems? One thing you can do is to 
keep growing in your knowledge quotient. 

• Read a new book. 
• Have people recommend a book that is 

meaningful in their life. 
• Sign up for a FLAME class or at least read 

the books recommended. 
• Enroll in a class at your local college. 

My wife has amazed me. Early in our 
marriage she quit her college schooling, to 
work and care for our children and make my 
education a possibility. Twenty years later she 
went back to school and finished her degree. 
Her goal was to graduate from college before 
our oldest child. She did! 

Then she began her Masters program. It has 
taken her several years, because she could only 
take one class per semester, due to her work 
schedule. This May, she graduated. The road 
seemed never ending, but, over time, a course 
here and there added up to a degree. 

Do you have time? Can you take a step 
towards improving your education? Can you be 
a learner for life? • 

Karl Westfall serves as Senior Pastor of Bonita 
Wesleyan Church, Bonita. CA. 
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Master of Arts in Music • Mas ter of Music 

Musically Excellent • Academically Engaging • Profoundly Christian 

A center for serious music students in the Christian world, the Greatbatch School of Music 

at Houghton College inaugurates graduate programs in music beginning Fall 2004. 

Degrees offered include the Master of Arts in Music and the Master of Music in Performance, Conducting, 

Composition and Collaborative Performance. 

The Greatbatch School of Music offers generous full tu ition assistantships, 

including stipend, and provides fine opportunities for professional and artistic development 

under an outstanding faculty. 

The new graduate degrees grow out of the college's distinguished and comprehensive 

undergraduate music program, which is embedded in Houghton's strong liberal arts tradition 

and clear Christian mission. 

Houghton, NewYork 14744-0128 + 800-777-2556 or 585-567-9400 + Fax: 585-567-9517 + music@houghton.edu 
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A Call to Prayer 
r oin with two thousand Wesleyan Women 
I who partner together through prayer for 

the advancement of the gospel world
fo. 

e General Office of Wesleyan Women is 
npiling a list of E-majJ addresses for spe
ic prayer requests and answers to prayer, 
i what is happening with Wesleyan 
men-in the local church and the district. 

liking Partners-Walking, tread-mill ing, 
:ing, or jogging with a friend, can become 
opporturuty for intercessory prayer. 

share in these prayer mirustries simply 
1tact our office to be a part. 

.eek the Wesleyan Women/Walk ing 
rtners prayer page on our web site for 
dated information. 
vw. wesleyan.org/women/waJkjngpartners 

1uring the most difficult time of my life 
r 'kindred-spirit-friend,' experiencing a 
tl herself, talked and prayed with me as 
, bore each other 's burden. What seemed 
:ak and uncertain was shared by two 
arts. God blessed both of us with answers 
prayer. It really is sweet to trust in Jesus." 

Jeanette Vermilya 

'rayer does not equip us for greater work 
-prayer is the greater work. 

orcls of Ufe is a compilation 
of Bible readings which 

follow the life of Jesus through the 
four Gospels as one continuing 
story. You will want to listen to 
Words of Life for your devotions, 
listen to it in the car,:and when 
you are caking a ramify.' trip. 

This CD is a gift of thanks for an 
offering of any amount, sent to 
the worldwide radio ministry of 
The Wesleyan Hour. 

My prayer is that you will 
find the power of God's 
Word, the wisdom of the 
teachings of Christ, and the 
rich beauty of the King 
James language a blessing 
to your devotional time. 

tloti-h 
~epartment 

Leaders Are Talking 
The countdown to C3 has begun, and the 
I two years of preparation are now in the 

final stages. This event is about more than 
three days; it is about our future. It is about 
more than our teens and young adults; it is 
about the Church they will lead. It is about 
more than the cost; it is about the investment. 
It is about a generation consumed, called, and 
convinced to live beyond the line of normal. 
Be praying with the rest of the entire 
Church for God's purpose to be fulfilled. 

Wesleyan youth have always helped to lead the 
charge in reaching our world for Christ. I see 
"Charlotte 2003" as a call to youth to step up 
to leadership that will make a difference in the 
church of the future. Count on my prayers for a 
powerful event! Paul Fleischmann, President of 
National Network of Youth Ministries 

I keep hearing incredible stuff about these 
Wesleyan Youth conventions. Over the years I 
have become more and more convinced of the 
need for events like this. These events impact 
in ways that you can do in no other settings. 
The motivation, inspiration and vision they 
provide last a lifetime. I hope that leaders and 
students throughout the Church take advan
tage of the opportunities at C3. I am a friend 
of many of the leaders putting this convention 
together, and trust their heart and ability to 
connect this generation with God's purpose for 
their lives. Besides that, / love big events with 
tots of light and sound, so bring on the ruckus! 
Tic Long, President of Youth Specialties 

The passionate desire core Christian students 
have for moral purity is yet another indication 
God may be about to raise up their generation 
to bring revival to the church and to culture. 
Powerful gatherings of students always have 
preceded revival movements. In God's sover
eign timing, C3 may be such a gathering. I 
call on youth leaders to overcome any obsta
cle to get their students under the impact of 
this historic event. Richard Ross, Founder and 
Spokesman for True Love Waits 

Ross DeMerchant 
General Director 

The Youth Department 
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HOLINESS 

A Passion tor God's Holiness 
by Chila Woychik 

What is a passionate Christ ian? 
Well, it 's not a person who is per
fect or peerless; they're as human 

as you and I. A passionate Christian sim
ply has a passion for the things of God 
and is driven to do something about it. 

A PASSIONATE CHRISTIAN 
THIRSTS FOR GOD. 

God is the driving force of that indi
vidual's existence-the meaning behind 
his life. He doesn't live for the latest 
fads, fashions, or fancies, but for God 
alone. He cares litt le for fame or fortune, 
recognition or reward. Instead, he has 
experienced the intense satisfaction of a 
personal relationship with a holy God. 
As a deer longs for a cool, refreshing 
stream to enjoy, so the passionate 
Christian longs for his God. 

A PASSIONATE CHRISTIAN 
HUNGERS FOR TRUTH. 

In a mixed-up world where wrong 
often seems right, a passionate believer 
pursues God 's truth with intensity. Never 
one to accept mere human opinion 
or feeling-based experience, he 
considers God's Word to be as 
necessary to him as his dai ly food. 
He has a Berean mindset (Acts 17: 11), 
persistently compares the spoken word to 
the written Word, and sifts it to find the 
truth. He is passionate about the Bible, 
for therein God has revealed His heart 
and mind to mankind. 

.A PASSIONATE CHRISTIAN 
LOVES OTHERS WITH GODLY 
PASSION. 

He demonstrates sincere concern, 
models unconditional love, and does his 
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utmost to influence those around him, 
for heaven. He doesn 't portray one who 
has arrived, but one who knows where 
he's going. Then he coaxes and encour
ages and helps others to join him on his 
journey. His love is practical, pure, and 
positi ve. The motivation for his outreach 
is his up-reach to God, and he does it 
with fervency and attention to detail. 

A PASSIONATE CHRISTIAN 
LIVES TODAY WITH 
TOMORROW IN MIND. 

A passionate Christian knows his 
time is limited. He is acutely aware that 
his li fe is a drop in the bucket of time 
and eternity. He will pass from the scene 
all too quickly, with only his influence 
remaining. He realizes he has no second 
chance, no life " held over on account of 
rain." 

So he lives each day to its fullest, 
with this goal in mind: to fo llow hard on 
the heels of the very God in whom we 
live and breathe and have our being. 

This Christian lives with a commi t
ment to go out with a bang instead of a 
whimper. He fulfills today's duties while 
focusing on the future. 

FINALLY, A PASSIONATE 
CHRISTIAN AVOIDS SIN 
SO HE CAN GAIN 
INTIMACY WITH GOD. 

Though the world allures and tempts, 
this believer knows his boundaries and 
accepts his playground. He doesn' t walk 
the fence row, desirous of the apple 
across the way. He romps and ranges 
in the field God has given him-content 
to run home at the end of the day, wi th 
clean hands and a pure conscience. 

Is all of this the description of a perfect 
Christian? No . .. simply a Christian 
with a passion for God. These believers 
don 't have boundless energy, superhuman 
strength, or a superior spirituali ty. In 
fact, they are ordinary men and women 
who fa il , fa ll , and are tired at the end of 

the day. They are tested and found 
wanting all too often. But they have 
heard from God through His Word, 
seen Him work in their lives, and have 
experienced peace, answered prayer, 

and comfort through His Holy Spirit. 
Now their hearts are fi xed, thei r 

commitments firm , their joy complete . 
They learn and grow, and find purpose 

in mundane tasks and the everyday 
routine of living. 

Passionate Christians thirst after 
God, hunger for His Word, have a sincere 
concern for others, and live today with 
tomorrow in mind. They avoid sin so 
that they can attain intimacy with their 
Creator and Sustainer. They are passionate 
Christians living purposeful lives. They 
are alive with a passion for God! • 

Chila Woych ik is a free lance writer 
who lives in Albion, IA. 
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Y
ou may have a desire 
to serve God more 
effectively by 
discovering your 
spiritual gifts, but 

you shy away from the 
sometimes complicated 
written test your friend 
suggests. Is there another 

~ 7 
MINISTRY 

FIVE STEPS 
Toward 

4. RESEARCH 
and list five needs in your church or 
communi ty to which you feel sui ted 

to be of ass istance. lnvestigate 
possibil ities at the senior center, 
community center, church, and 
schools. 

way? Why not try this 
five-step approach to 
find your niche? Effective Service 5. FIND 

the common thread 
in the answers to the 
above; then locate a 
ministry opportunity 1. PRAY 

at least five minutes for five days. Don 't 
do all the talking. Listen and be ready 
for the leading of the Holy Spirit. He's 
the one who gifted you, and He wants to 
help you discover and use your gift(s). 

2 LIST the five things that 
• give you the most 

pleasure, peace, and fulfillment. God has 
given you talents and abilities that are 
unique to you. In what ways do you 
long to use them? 

by Angela Dion 

3 ASK five mature Christian 
• friends (including 

your pastor) to honestly tell you what 
they see as your strengths and weak
nesses. Ask them if they are fam iliar 
with a ministry where you would fit 
well. Listen to what they have to say, 
wi thout contradicting their input. 

Collin Creek Community Church • Plano, Texas 

Wesleyan Investment Foundation has partnered with the Collin Creek 
Community Church in Plano, Texas, to purchase land and construct 

a worship center and a beautiful Family Life Center. This new facility was 
dedicated in September, and will allow the church to expand their Kingdom 
service to the community. Congratulations to Dr. Blair Ritchey and the 
congregation at Collin Creek. We count it a privilege to partner with you 
in reaching the lost for Jesus Christ. 

Let us partner with your church in your future expansion! 

WESLEYAN lNvESTMENT FOUNDATION 

Phone : 317-570-5136 • Fax: 317-842-6190 • E-mail : wif@wesleyan.org 
www.savewithwif.com 

that takes that common thread into account. 
Volunteer to serve there for five months. 
Even if the match isn 't perfect, you will 
learn more about the gift(s) God has placed 
in you , as you fi nd yourself benefi ting a 
ministry. • 

Angela Dion lives in Waldorf, MD, 
and is a free lance writer. 

Spiritual 
-Sitts 

• Most people 
(71 %) say 
they have 
heard of 
spiritual gifts. 

• Among those who have heard of 
spiritual gifts. 31 % can name a 
spiritual gift they believe they 
possess. That's the equivalent of 22% 
of the total adult public who can 
identify a spiritual gift they possess. 

• The most commonly claimed gifts 
are teaching (7% believe they have 
this gift); helps/services (7%); faith 
(4%); knowledge (4%); and mercy 
(4%). 

- Barna Research 
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When Your The picture I get is of a tenant 
farmer walking along the gentle slope of 
a hiUside-behind a makeshift plow that 
is pulled by a bedraggled donkey. He is 
dodging rocks in a field littered with 
rocks. Israel is a land of stones. They Plow 

HitsaftOCk 
are everywhere. 

The farmer's plow 
suddenly grabs what 
appears to be a rock 
j ust beneath the sur
face of the ground. 
His momentum is 

by Ken Heer 

On a day when Jesus was in a story
telling mood, He said, The kingdom of 
heaven is like treasure hidden in a fie ld. 
When a man f ound it, he hid it again, 
and then in his j oy went and sold all he 
had and bought that field (Mt. 13:44). 

As hard as we may try, there are 
times we must admit that we just don 't 
see things the same way God does. He 
sees a man laboring under a hot Israeli 
sun, who experiences a jolting stop to 
his work when his plow hits an obstacle, 
and He says, "This man is about to 
experience the greatest joy of his life." 

This story would not have been 
unreasonable in that day. The country 
was often overrun by marauding ene
mies. It would not be unreasonable for a 
person to quickly bury prized posses
sions somewhere in a field, so the enemy 
would not take them. If the person sur
vived, he could go back and reclaim his 
treasure. So it was altogether possible 
for a person to discover a treasure in a 
field-the ancient safety deposit box. 
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stopped. His plow is bent. The song he 
has been singing to pass the time is 
interrupted. Delay has been experienced . 
Schedules will have to be adjusted. He 
has hit an obstacle. 

Have you ever pushed one of those 
one-wheeled garden plows and you have 
suddenly hit a rock or a root? It kind of 
brings you up short, doesn't it? 

When the farmer bent down to 
assess the damage to his plow he dis
covered that what he thought was a rock 
was actually a treasure box. What 
appeared to be a loss was actually a 
gain. What was anticipated to be a 
downer was actually a new point of joy. 
Jesus said, "This is the way the kingdom 
of heaven is." Treasure is discovered in 
unexpected times and places. The rule 
of God's grace is discovered in experi
ences where it is not anticipated. God 
can be seen in events that begin as 
tragedies. God can be found in the inter
ruptions, delays, inconveniences, pains, 
and obstacles of our lives. The function 
of faith in our lives is to discover treas
ure when our plow hits a rock. 

The Kingdom of God is the 
declaration that . .. 

It is possible to DISCOVER A 
TREASURE IN AN OBSTACLE. 
Human tendency is to curse our obsta
cles rather than to claim our treasure. 
Could it be that those things we view as 
obstacles may be opportunities for God 
to intersect our lives? The Kingdom of 
heaven is discovering God and His 
goodness-not only in the routine, com
monplace events of the day, but in those 
things we view to be obstacles. 

It is possible to EXPERIENCE 
GAIN IN A LOSS. Frances J. Roberts 
said, "Out of every disappointment there 
is treasure. Satan whispers, ' All is lost.' 
God says, 'Much can be gained. "' We 
can look at our twisted, broken plow and 
get caught up in calculating our losses. 
The Kingdom of heaven is discovering 
the riches of God's prov idence and grace 
hidden in the losses of our lives. 

It is possible to FIND DIVINE 
INTERVENTION IN AN INTER
RUPTION. Agendas may not leave 
time for God. Schedules can be so 
packed with good plans that the 
serendipitous discovery of rich grace 
may be impossible. Unplanned interrup
tions may be God 's way of getting into 
our packed schedules and full agendas. 

It is possible to RECEIVE A 
BLESSING IN A DELAY. I don't 
delay well. I don 't like to wait. Too 
often, we view delays as denials or 
defeats. An essential perspective, hard 
to arrive at, is that God's timing is better 
than ours. Delayed eternal blessings are 
greater riches than immediate temporary 
gratification. 

It is possible to EXPERIENCE 
GOD IN A DISAPPOINTMENT. 
Running into rocks is not encouraging. 
Damaging your plow is not exciting. 
Losing the rhythm in your song is not 
exhilarating. But God 's peace can rule 
when you are experiencing pain and dis
appointment. His fingerprints can be 
found in the events, and His hand can be 
felt on the shoulder of your soul when 
you are experiencing discouragements. 

This little parable encourages us to 
look for God in the unexpected times 
and places of our lives. The Kingdom of 
heaven is waiting to break through the 
surface of our lives, bringing joy as we 
discover God rules--even when our 
plow hits a rock. • 

Ken Heer serves as Coordinator of l eadership 
Development Journey, The Wesleyan Church. 
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T
he first two 
funeral services 
I conducted as a 
pastor were those of an 

elderly couple. He was blind and she 
suffered from an incurable disease. During 
the year that I was their pastor, I spent more 
time with them in the hospital than anywhere 
else. I would take him to the hospital, lead 
him to her bedside, and then leave him there 
while I went to make other calls. Often
when I was driving him home-he would 
say, "Mama was in awful pain today. She 
doesn't say anything, but I could feel the 
tension in her hands." 

Many times I had heard that dear lady 
say, "Oh, I have so much to thank God for. 
When I look around this hospital ward and 
see the way these poor people are suffering, 
it just makes me grateful for all that God 
does for me." She was probably the most 

by Norman G. Wilson 

seriously ill person there, but she kept an 
attitude of gratitude by rejoicing over the 
benefits God had given her. 

Thanksgiving does not come about by 
presidential decree or historical custom. 
Although it is good to be reminded of our 
need to give thanks, this cannot be limited 
to one day or one week. It should be our 
daily routine as we learn to develop our 
attitude of gratitude. 

Am I thankful in all things, as well as 
for all things? • 

-excerpted from Fo/10111 rhe Leader: 
A Daily Spiritual Journey 
order at 3 17 .570.5 156 or 

comm1111icario11s@wesleya11.org 

Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all his benefits. 

- Psalm 103:2 KJV 

rwA I 

Come, let us 

sing for joy 

to the Lord; 

let us shout 

aloud to the 

Rock of our 

salvation. Let 

us come before 

him with 

thanksgiving 

and extol him 

with music and 

song . .. Come, 

let us bow down 

in worship, let 

us kneel before 

the Lord our 

Maker; for he is 

our God and we 

are the people 

of his pasture, 

the flock under 

his care 

(Psalm 95: 1-7). 
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PERS0 NG sT1MONY 
by Virginia Ferguson 

alking 
iracle 

I 
n June of 2001 , I underwent emer
gency gall bladder surgery. After a 
period of recuperation, things 
seemed to be going as expected. I 
was once again able to continue 

with most of my normal activities. 
Unexpectantly, in November, I 

began to have the same type of pain I 
had experienced before my previous sur
gery. This prompted a need to return to 
the hospital emergency room. The doc
tors' diagnosis was pancreatitis. They 
discovered that I had two pseudo cysts 
on the pancreas. At the time, they were 
quite concerned; however, they 
seemed undecided as to what was the 
best route to follow in order to correct 
the problem. The first step was to 
bypass my digestive system and place 
me on a liquid diet via an IV tube
hoping that this would allow them to 
avoid the need to perform surgery. 

Most of the activities of the next few 
months have blurred in my memory. But 
I do know that my family members con
tacted every prayer warrior whose name 
came to their minds. There were hun
dreds of caring people praying for me 
during the time of my critical illness. 

My health problems ran the gamut
including seizures, high fever, and blood 
loss. Needless to say, I was extremely 
ill. After running many tests, my doctors 
decided to perform surgery by putting a 
shunt in the pancreas, above the area of 
blockage. The shunt was hooked into the 
duodenum. The hopes were that this 
would effect proper drainage. My pan
creas was not removed. As time 
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He truly has 
allowed me to be 

His walking miracle! 
progressed, I developed a fungus in the 
blood, as welJ as a staff infection. This 
required that I receive the strongest 
antibiotic possible, for over a 40-day 
period of time-with hopes that this 
would rid my body of the infection 
which had taken over. 

As the antibiotic treatment began, my 
family and I were advised that there was 
the possibility of complications from this 
high dosage of the medication. It wasn' t 
until near the end of my treatments that 
one of the doctors visited with me and, 
upon seeing my improvement, told me 
that I was the first patient he had ever 
treated who had escaped having any 
bodily organ shut down as a result of the 
use of this particular antibiotic! 

In mid-February of 2002-90 days 
after I had been admitted to the hospi
tal- I was released and aJlowed to go 
home. Later, even my own fami ly doctor 
told me he had been so concerned that 
he was losing the battle for my life that 
he had asked God to intercede. He, 
along with so many others, was witness 
to-as he described it-"nothing short 
of a miracle." 

Ninety days in the hospital seemed 
like a long time to me and my fam ily. 
But I am humbled by the fact that I had 
this time to share about God's sustaining 
grace and power, as I daily spoke with 
doctors, nurses, and other staff people 
who cared for me. 

Why did such a loving God choose 
to spare me? The answer that has come 
to me is that He still has a purpose for 
my life. He truly has allowed me to be 
His walking miracle! • 

Virginia Ferguson served with her husband, 
Robert, as he pastored Wesleyan churches in 

Ohio for 40 years. They now reside in 
Randleman, NC. 

correction
The personal testimony used in the 

September issue was factual in content, 
but should have been 

credited to Mark Powers. 
Mark lives in New 
Hampshire, and is 

currently awaiting a 
Liver transplant. 
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fWoRLD HOPE 
N TE RNATIONAL Tomorrow 

mar be 
t o late . 

. as we Have opportunity, let us do 
1d to all people, especially to those 
10 belong to the family of believers." 

- Galatians 6:1 

IRAQ: 

• Critical need 
for food, medi
cine, and basic 
life-sustaining 
supplies 

• No safety net 
for families 

• • 

• Most are 
desperately poor 

• Unemployment 
at 60% 

• Children and 
elderly suffer 
most when 
disaster strikes . 

• Up to 1 million 
Christians 
Reuters News Picture Servtcc 
Photo by Oleg Popov 0-1/06/03. 

They need you today in Iraq! 
irtner with World Hope International to respond to the critical needs of children and families. 

ES, I want to partner with World Hope! 
~ase use m y gi~ to help feed needy families in Iraq. 

le O Mr. D Mrs. D Ms. 0 M iss Email - - - ------ -----

• To give i1m11ediately, call 
888-466-4673 with your 
credit card i11formatio11. 

• All gifts are tax deductible and 
receipts will be sent. 

• Make checks payable to World 

"' 0 

5 
< 

me _ _ _______ _ _ _ ______ Phone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

dress - --- - --------- - - - ----- -----

Hope International. t;;.,"""""t 
• Visa, Mastercard and .ECFRl 

American Express accepted. ,!jj ;!J 
y _ _______ _______ __ State _ _ _ Zip _ _ _ _ _ 

.. (S?Jtl:T tl.!~ f E 
:losed is my gift of: 
. $ 1,000 _ $ 500 _ $ 250 $ 100 $ 50 _ $ _ _ (amount) 

t. Box 2815, Springfield, VA 22152 • 888-466-HOPE (4673) • whi@worldhope.net • www.worldhope.net 



The rewards of a Wesleyan education are well 

known. But what is not well known - in fact, 

what is often misunderstood - is how affordable a 

Wesleyan education can be. Over 90% ofWesleyan 

students receive financial aid. T hat's important 

because it means a Wesleyan school's cost cannot be 

judged solely by its "sticker price." Instead, first 

apply, find out what financial packages are available -

then compare.You 'll find a priceless Wesleyan 

education is more affordable than you thought. 

And far more valuable than you ever imagined. 

A Wesleyan Education 
Education with a higher purpose. 

BETHANY BIBLE HOUGHTON COLLEGE 
COLLEGE Houghton, NY 
Sussex, New Brunswick 800-777-2556 
Canada WW\v.houghton.edu 
506-432-4400 
www.bethany-ca.edu 

INDIANA WESLEYAN 
UNIVERSITY 
Marion, IN 
800-332-6901 
www.indwes.edu 

OKLAHOMA WESLEYAN SOUTHERN WES LEYAN 
UNIVERS ITY UNIVERSITY 
Bartlesville, OK Central, SC 
800-468-6292 800-CU-AT-SWU 
www.okwu.edu www.swu.edu 





Great 
Christmas 

Gifts! 
Pastor Ka rl Eastlack offers the balance and perspective that 

will keep your spiritual life on track. Here are forty-five 

uplifting devotionals accompanied by a verse of Scripture, 

helpful quote, or inspiring song lyric. Let these thoughtful 

words encourage you! 

BKBF15 BKBC13 

BKBF 17 

Lyon's personal stories of power, 
loss, reconciliation, and hope show 

that those who experience God 's 

greatest blessing will be forever 

changed! 

Special care for caregivers! Give the 

gift of practical spiritual help to those 

who labor in love. 

+wesleyan 
~ publishing 

house 

igniting a passion for God in all of life! 

BKBA99 

For the ASCAR Dad in your life! 
Inspire fathers to keep the faith

at work and at home. 

Order today 
Specials valid through December 30, 20C 



by Norman G. Wilson, General Editor 

The End of the Search 
T

o many people, one of the most sacred them. Incessant, urgent, their piercing dark 
spots in the world is the litt le town of eyes pleading, they tried to press some 
Bethlehem. Situated about fi ve miles trinket- an o live wood cross, a set of 

from Jerusalem, it is the s ite of the oldest rosary beads-into my hand. We pushed 
church in the Holy Land, still in use-the past the intimidating line of vendors and, 
Church of the Nati vity. Bui lt orig inally bending low to pass through the doorway, 
in 326 A.O., under the patronage of we fi led into the cool, cavernous sanctuary 
Constantine 's mother, Helena-later of this ancient church. The shouts of mer-
destroyed, then rebuilt in the sixth century I chants outside were replaced by the 
- it stands on the very spot Justin Martyr hushed whispers of the pilgrims ins ide. 
identified in the second century as the Down a narrow stairway, dimly lit by gar-
birthplace of Jesus. ish lamps, the excitement of anticipation 

I remember the thri ll of visiting there mounted as we neared the grotto, the 
for the first time. Bethlehem! Just saying actual pl ace, the very spo t where tradi tion 
the name brings a flood of Christmas card- says Jesus was born. 
like images to mind. A s leepy vi llage. But reality is a poor substitute for imag-
Rolling hillsides spotted with sheep. the grotto. Church of the Nativity ination. As I stood at that spot, e motions 

Shepherds in flowing robes. A clear sky, bright stars, a rustic swirled. The romance of a d ream, shattered by the d isap-
stable. Cows, donkeys, sheep, camels-keeping their silent pointment of reality. 
vigil. The pictures are vivid and clear in my mind. All o f my This is not what I expected. Open fiel ds, bri ll iant stars, 
life I've sung "Oh litt le town of Bethlehem, how sti ll we see idyllic pasto ral setting-That 's my vision of Christmas. Not 
thee lie . Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars this dark cave in a church basement, wi th gaudy lamps and 
go by." dusty trappings. And that is often the way in life, isn' t it? 

However, that idyllic image began to crumble even The more you have heard about something and the g reater 
before we got to Bethlehem. At a military checkpoint near your anticipation, the keener your disappointment may be. 
Rachel's tomb, the sight of soldiers with machine guns slung There is always a gamble in investigation. But if you refuse 
over their shoulders was chi lling, not thrilling. Just outs ide the risk of d isappointment, you never experience the thrill of 
of town we stopped at the top of a hill. On one side of the discovery. 
road was a little store called "The Boaz and Ruth Sto re." The night Jesus was born, as shepherds watched their 
Tradition says it was here that Boaz met Ruth as she g leaned flocks, they were suddenly surrou nded with light from 
from his fields. The beautiful sto ry of love and loyalty is another world, a voice from an angel, and a choir from 
found in the book of Ruth. heaven. And When the angels had gone away from the111 into 

Across the road, on the downward slope of the hi ll , is heaven., the shepherds said to one anothe,; "Let us now go 
what is called the "Field of the Shepherds." As we walked to Bethlehem and see th is thing that has come to pass, which 
th rough the fie ld , and into the caves-the ir ceili ngs bl ack- the Lord has made known to us. " And they came with haste 
ened with the smoke of centuries of camp fires- I thought and found Mary and Joseph and the Babe ly ing in a manger 
again of the fami liar verse: And there were in the same (Lk. 2: 15, 16 NKJ V). The message that had been foreto ld by 
country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over the prophets was translated into the present tense. Isaiah 
their flocks by night . . . said, there shall be born, but the Angel said, "There is born 

When we entered the town, my disappointment deep- to you this day . . . a Sav ior, who is Christ the Lord." 
ened. The buildings were so o ld and crowded together. What would you find if you visited the little town of 
The atmosphere was anything but peaceful. But what was I Bethlehem today? Souvenir shops, crowds of tourists, 
expecting? If thi s is the birthplace of Jesus, it must be o ld . machine gun-totting soldiers, the Church of the Nativity-
And re lig ious confl icts have raged in that part of the world sti ll showing signs of last year's military occupation. But if 
for centuries. Merchants were everywhere-all were hawk- you look hard enough, you could find something else: You 
ing their wares. A simple "no thank you" didn ' t dissuade can sti ll find the Prince of Peace there . • 
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by Sandy Mayle 

rhis year, [' ve announced to my family 
that I have a Christmas ambition. I 
want to be a bell ringer. Not in the 

and bell choir of our local church, but 
eside the tripod with the red kettle-a 
alvation Army bell ringer ... even if 
Jr just an a fternoon. 

I probably couldn ' t do it with the flair 
f the young man outs ide one of the 
tores at our nearby shopping mall . After 
e graciously opened the door for me 
!cently- for the fourth time-I finally 
aid, "T hank you again!" 

" You' re welcome again !" he replied 
heerfully. 

Nor could I do it with the abandon of 
1e lovely lady outside one of our discount 
tores. She rings her bell to the rhythm of 
:hristmas carols sung in her low, clear 
oice. 

But I'd still like to ring. l suppose it 's 
ne way l could tell Jesus that I realize 
:hristmas is about giving to others. 
:ince I've already given Him my heart, 
ow l ' m natura lly thinking about giving 
1y service, my time, my money, my 
eclarations of devotion. Those things 
Jok so good, all wrapped up in my 
inest intentions. 

l' m afraid, though, that these things l 
;ant to g ive aren' t always what Jesus 
vants most to receive from me. Some of 
1e things I' ve given Him are things that 
obody e lse would ever put on their gift 
ist. ln fact, much of it is garbage-yet 
Ie accepts it eagerly, because He really 
oes want to take these things from me. 

le wants my pain-my hurt feelings, 
riy yearnings, my inadequacies, my fai l
res (Mt. 11 :28). 
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He wants my fear-fear of the past, the 
present, the future . . . vague apprehen
sions and gnawing panjc ( I Pe. 5:7). 

He wants my anger-hurt pride, smol
dering resentment, knee-jerk reactions to 
violated "rights," a spiri t of reta liation 
(Eph . 4:3 1). 

He wants my suspicion-my wariness 
of Him and His plans, my re luctance to 
take the leap of faith requi red in my li fe 
right now (Heb. 11 :6). 

He wants my selfishness-that repulsive 
pollution that would taint everything He 
wants to do in and through me, and would 
frustrate every attempt of mine to please 
Him. 

Why does Jesus want this "j unk" 
from me? He wants to get if off my 
hands. He doesn' t want it displayed or 
analyzed; He wants it gone- in order to 
replace it with His gifts. 

• Until I give Hi m my pain, I cannot 
receive His wholeness. 

• Until I give Him my fear, l cannot 
receive His confi dence. 

• Until I give Him my anger, I cannot 
rece ive His quietness. 

• Until I give Him my suspicion, I can
not receive His promises. 

• Until I give Him my selfishness, I 
cannot receive His Presence. 

This Christmas, Jesus asks for the 
trash in our lives that He might replace it 
with real treasure. Will you give Him 
what He really wants? • 

Sandy Mayle is a freelance writer 
from Erie, PA. 



by Andrey Carli 

I 
would be alone for Christmas! Due 
to extenuating circumstances, my 
grown son and daughters could not 
arrive at my home until the day 
after Christmas. I tried to shun 

the gloom, remembering my parents' 
words from the past: "You're never 
alone. God is with you." 

I tried to cheer up by appreciating 
my lovely Christmas decorations and 
baking a batch of sugar cookies. However, 
on this day before Christmas, the house 
became especially silent as the day 
progressed. 

After awhile l decided to go to the 
"local meeting center," the nearby super
market. Soon, I was chatting with friends, 
neighbors, and even strangers who had 
come to the store, trying to find items on 
their shopping lists. The cordial holiday 
spirit caused many people to smile at and 
talk with people around them. I recalled 
the words of one of my friends: "Even 
strangers I meet in the mall smile more 
during the Christmas season!" 

Before and after church that evening, 
people ca11ed out greetings. The church 
tree shimmered with tiny lights, and 
the lovely atmosphere reminded me 
that being alone can be okay. We 
ce lebrated Jesus' birthday by singing, 
praying, and listening to the reading 
from the second chapter of the book 
of Luke, reminding us why there is 
Christmas. 

Christmas morning dawned. r 
thought about one of my unmarried 
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friends who bad lived 
alone for twenty 
years, s ince her sec
ond parent died. She 
was notably friendly, 
attended concerts, 
worshiped regularly, sang in the choir, 
and radiated God's peace. Being alone 
never seemed to be a hindrance to her. l 
invited her over for cinnamon rolls and 
coffee. The stereo's carols created soft 
melodies as we chatted. The visit created a 
family atmosphere for us. 

The next morning, l cooked my 
fa mily's favorite foods, awaiting their 
arrival. Sunshine reflecting off the wh ite 
snow blanket outdoors streamed into the 
kitchen. Before I had finished cleaning 
up the dirty dishes, the doorbe ll chimed. 
My "alone time" had been okay after 
all , and now my fa mily was here, rush
ing forth with outstretched arms and 
vibrant greetings! 

After Christmas, I heard from others 
who shared how they had created a 
family Christmas while being alone. 
The family of one of my neighbors 
comes home on rare occasions because 
of far-flung locales. She keeps busy in a 
group that makes or refurbishes toys for 
needy children. They enjoy after-meet
ing refreshments, and they take turns 
inviting each other over for coffee 
socials. These busy people say it's great 
to know that the toys they give away are 
enjoyed, and they pray about each item 
they make or repair- asking that the 

knowledge and peace of Jesus' bi rth 
will go forth in the written messages 
they include with each toy. 

Other people who have no fam ily 
near them told me that they spend the 
holiday season attending concerts, pro
grams, and pageants which they find 
announced in their local newspaper. 
Some walk in a busy mall or a public 
park filled with people. Another friend 
told me, "When I'm home, I have my 
books, piano, letters to write, and people 
to phone." 

Another friend said that when she 
and her husband were transferred to 
another city, he had his job to keep him 
busy, but she fel t lone ly being away 
from her circle of friends and family. 
Sbe began to vis it tbe city's children's 
hospital . There, she read to the young
sters whose families lived too far away 
to visit daily. 

Alone, or with our family, we can 
rest with confidence in God's promise 
that Never will I leave you; never will I 
forsake you (Hebrews 13:Sb). 

God's love is dai ly poured into our 
lives, so that even an alone holiday can 
be blessed! • 

Audrey Carli is a freelance writer 
who lives in Iron Ri ver, ML 
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Would you ever ... 
• Wear jogging shoes with a tuxedo? 
• Eat hot dogs on fine china? 
• Haul trash in a Cadillac? 
• Feed pearls to pigs? 

These mismatches can ' t compare 
with what happened on the first 
Christmas-when angels sang to 

shepherds. Few have had the privilege of 
seeing an angel. Fewer still have viewed 
a multitude of them. And only once have 
humans enjoyed a concert sung by a 
celestia l choir. 

For this unique occasion, we would 
have supposed a more worthy audience
perhaps the most powerfu l: presidents, 
princes, potentates-together with the 
most pious: priests, prophets, and profes
sors of sacred scripture. Instead, God 
chose scruffy shepherds. 

The residents of heaven appeared to 
earth 's lowliest. Glorious and radiant 
beings gave a never-to-be-repeated 
performance to those who smelled 
of sheep. God's holy messengers 

announced the birth of 
the King of kings, to those 
despised as unclean. To top it 
off, the g!o,y of the Lord shone 
amu11d them (Lk. 2:9). 

Why were these shepherds so 
privileged? God does not esteem 
the mighty or the worldly-wise. 
lnstead, His Word reveals that He 
honors the poor in spirit. For whether 
covered with titles or tatters, they reaUze 
their need. He also responds to those 
who mourn for their sins. Those who 
push their own purposes, miss His 
blessings; while the meek-who submit 
to His will-gain those very blessings. 
Whoever hungers and thirsts for 
righteousness, He fill s (Mt. 5:6). These are 
desperate enough to know their need for 
God and His forgiveness. For such, the 
angels' pronouncement of the Savior's 
bir th was truly good news of great joy 
(Lk. 2: 10). 

The shepherds gained God's favor. 
Not on ly did they enjoy heaven's 
music- afterward, they received a far 
greater honor. They were the first to 

by Venus E. Bardanouve 

A
lways winter, but never Christmas ! 
That's the way the land of Narnia 
is described in C.S . Lewis ' book 

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. 
S uch a place chills om hearts ! How 

sad ! Never Christmas ! Of course, 
Lewis ' book is like a parable, and 
Narnia was only an imaginati ve land 
under the control of evil. Yet its frozen 
winter makes me think of times in 
our lives when it seems as though 
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there is nothing but winter in the 
soul-just winter, with no relief, no 
let-up, no "Christmas." 

We are under a deep c hill , a nd j oy 
is gone. Pe rhaps we have lost someone 
dear to us, or our dreams have been 
shattered, or we face health prob
le ms-or so me othe r bleakness has 
happened . We find ourselves in a 
w inter of only despair, pa in, and 
hopelessness. 

by Stephen Lim 

behold the Son of God as a baby lying in 
the manger. 

Humanly, shepherds and angels don' t 
fi t together. In God's eyes, however, 
they form the perfect match. Wh ile on 
earth we may never hear an angelic 
choi r, we can know the Jesus whom the 
shepherds saw. We simply need their 
heart for God. • 

Stephen Lim li ves in San Francisco, CA, 
and is a freelance write r. 

But wait! In Lewis' story, winte r 
disappeared and spri ng returned when 
A sian, the lion (who represents Jesus) 
came and gave himself to brea k w in
ter 's hold. He brought li fe to the land 
and the people . Christmas came to 
Narnia! 

It can come to us, too, even in the 
mids t of ou r deepest " winte r." W hen 
Jesus comes with H is resto ring, loving 
touch, He frees us of o ur frozen spiri
tua l and emotional despair. He brings 
us Chr istmas. 

As the Lord walks with us through 
the w inters of our lives, the hurt melts, 
the cold disappears , and we know .. . 
The winter is past . . . Flowers appear 
on the earth; the season o.fsinging has 
come ... (Song of Songs 2: 11 , 12). 

And it is no longer always winter, 
but Christmas ! • 

Venus E. Bardanouvc is a freelance writer 
fro m Harlem, MT. 
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G E N E R A L 

(I tor) Thomas E. Armiger; 
Earle L. Wilson, David W Holdren 

S
erving as the General Superin
tendent in a supervisory role over 
the Latin American countries this 
quadrennium, T have been witness 

to the phenomenal growth of The 
Wesleyan Church in Latin America
from nine countries in 1995, to 2 1 
countries at present. It was my wonder
ful privilege to attend the "6'" Latin 
American Miss ions Conference of The 
Wesleyan Church" held in Osorno, 
Chile, September 29-0ctober 3, 2003. 
Sponsored by JJBACAM, the Latin 
American and Caribbean Board of 
Missions, and Wesleyan World Missions 
G lobal Partners-under the leadership 
of Latin American Area Director Rick 
West-this bi-annual conference has 
been held in various Latin American 
countries during the past 12 years. 
Meeting in the host country of Chile 
a llowed the 90 delegates from 13 Latin 
American countries to witness, firsthand, 
God's anointing upon the Wesleyan 
work in Chile. 

In 1999, a group of 15 Chilean inde
pendent churches, under the leadership 
of evangelist and pastor Carlos 
Martinez, joined The Wesleyan Church 
and were assisted in further church 
pl anting and development by Trinity 
Wesleyan Church in Indi anapolis, 
Indiana. As National Superintendent 
and pastor of the church in Osorno, 
Rev. Martinez presently supervises the 
work of 33 Wesleyan churches, with a 
membership of 1200 and a weekly 
attendance of over 2200, in this coun
try of varied c limates and geography. 
S tretching in length 2700 mi les along 
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Wesleyans 
Latin Americc1 -ID 

the Pacific coast of South 
America, but only 120 

miles in width; Chile borders 
Argentina, Peru , and Bolivia and is 
flanked by the Andes Mountains to the 
east and the Pacific Ocean to the west. 
Of its 15 million people, 95% are of 
European descent, 5% are Indian, and 
one-third (5 million) of its people live 
in the capital c ity of Santiago. Chile's 
religious constituency is 89% Roman 
Catholic, I 0% Protestant, and 1 % 
Jewish. There is much to be accom
plished, but we thank the Lord for the 
excellent leadership He has provided 
in and through the Chilean church. 

It was in this setting that I witnessed 
four important ingredients fou nd in grow
ing church bodies around the world. 

First-I witnessed FELLOWSHIP 
WITH ONE ANOTHER. Wonderful 
fellowship was shared during the dai ly 
leadership and training sessions led by 
both Latin and North Americans
around the meals served to the 
delegates, and in both formal and infor
mal gatherings throughout the week. 

Second-I witnessed FREEDOM 
TO EXERCISE THE UNIQUENESS 
AND GIFTEDNESS of the leaders 
and delegates from the various 
countries. This was not a one-man 
show; it was the body of Christ func
tioning properly due to the use of the 
members' gifts and abilities. Some 
prayed, some taught, some preached, 
some sang, and others Jed through 
admini strative g ifts. 

Third-I witnessed the Latin 
American Church's FERVOR FOR 
THE LORD. Men and women li fted 

by Thomas E. Armiger 

This bi-annual conference 
has been held in various 
Latin American countries 
during the past 12 years. 

(I to r) Mrs. Vangie Armiger, 
Dr. Armiger, and Rev. Martinez 

their voices in prayer early each morn
ing, and lifted their voices and hands ir 
praise and worship each evening as 
400-500 peop.le joined together with 
the delegates in the evening rallies. 

Fourth-I witnessed a FOCUS ON 
WORLD EVANGELIZATION. The 
"5-Step Strategic Focus" of JIBACAM 
is to I) build awareness about missions 
2) raise funds for missions; 3) recruit 
for mi ssions; 4) equip for missions; 
and 5) mobilize for missions. Mission 
projects at present include Equatorial 
Guinea, Uruguay, and Spain. 

I am than kful for the opportunity 
that I had to attend thi s conference. Tt 
was a privilege for me to visit Chile, 
and to experience the fellowship of the 
body of Christ and the witness of His 
Spirit. I praise God for His work in 
Latin America. • 
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LDJ Initiative 
Leadership Development Journey is an ini

tiative of The Wesleyan Church to increase the 
~ffectiveness of ministerial and lay leadership 
n the Church. Initially, the following five 
nethodologies will be implemented: 

• Peer mentoring groups 
• Peer coaching 
• Consulting 
• Teaching churches 
• Model churches 

Presently, 250 peer groups are meeting
Jotentially affecting the ministry of 1,500 
;hurch leaders. These groups are meeting the 
1eed for support, learning, interdependence, 
md accountability. Alan Goracke, from the 
owa-Minnesota District, says, "I have found 
:hat the LDJ experience has drawn me closer 
;piritually to God. The opportunity to 'share and 
,harpen' ideas and thoughts has led to a more 
ocused approach to ministry." 

Training for peer coaching is being conducted 
it the request of districts. This will soon provide a 
1etwork of effective pastors investing in the per
;onal and professional development of pastors 
Nho want to raise the level of their effectiveness. 

The consulting methodology wi ll be more 
:!early defined and implemented during 2004. 
:onsulting involves an on-site visit to a church 
Jy an individual or a team trained to help that 
:hurch interpret its past, assess its present, 
md plan for an improved future ministry. 

Model churches exhibit excellence in partic
ilar areas of ministry and are wi lling to assist 
'learning churches" in implementing principles 
hat will increase their effectiveness in those 
1reas. Teaching churches are "high perform
mce" churches that coach "high potential" 
:hurches over the period of a year. These 
nethodologies will be piloted as appropriate 
:hurches are identified and trained. 

"The Leadership Development Journey, in 
ny opinion, is the best thing that has happened 
n The Wesleyan Church in a long time. Its pur
>ose is to enable every segment and agency 
>f the Church to more effectively minister in 
he Twenty-first Century. To fail to achieve 
his goal will be a great tragedy. Each Wesleyan 
nust do his or her best to make the Journey a 
,uccess. Become personally involved. Begin 
oday and do it NOW!" - Dr. V.A. Mitchell, 
}eneraJ Superintendent Emeritus 

Ken Heer serves as Coordinator of LDJ 
and may be E-mailed at heerk@wesleyan.org. 
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Watching and Waiting 
As I write this article, I am in Charlotte, NC. 

It is two months before the streets below 
my hotel window will be filled with thousands 
of students and leaders who have made their 
journey to "Charlotte 2003." I am looking out 
on the street below, anticipating all the busses 
and vans as they arrive. How many of these 
people will be at their first International 
Wesleyan Youth Convention? How many are 
returning? How many are attending as a leader 
because they left one of these, years ago, as a 
teen with a fresh sense of the call? I am pray
ing as I search the streets below and envision 
all that they represent. In anticipation, I trust 
God to do what only He can do with the two 
years of planning, and the talents and abilities 
of those who serve-to make this an event 
with eternal benefit for our young people. I 
stand here watching and waiting. 

There was another time when others stood 
still, watching and waiting. Their hearts yearned 
for the day when He would come. They 
believed the promises, and longed for the time 
when it would become personal. They lived in a 
normal world, busy with noise and activity. Life 
was going on; and yet, they were standing 
there watching and waiting with anticipation. 
My prayer is that we would wait well- that in 
the midst of the noise and activity of our lives, 
we would hold steady-that when the sounds 
of discouragement distract us, we would look 
to the road, waiting and believing on the prom
ises-that in the weariness of activity, we 
would wait with a passion for His joy and 
strength. My prayer is that our look to the hori
zon would be all about knowing Him. 

Mankind doesn't wait well. Whether it is in 
the line at the drive-through, the grocery store, 
or even at a green light, we are conditioned for 
immediate provision. Come on Church, in the 
same way that an earlier time found others 
watching and waiting for the Messiah, let 
us be about looking for His purpose to be 
fulfilled all around us. They knew He would 
show up. They expected it. 

I know He will continue to show up through 
faithful people. And down on the street below, 
many of them will walk there. 

Ross DeMerchant 
General Director 

The Youth Department 

C[;his is the 
qifjt-c;;ivinfj season! 
A huge difference is made in the world 

when we unite our efforts. Wesleyan 
Wome11 has committed to support the 

following proj ects. We want you to know 

where your gifts are going. 

• Christmas gifts to Hephzibah 
and WN AM staff 

• Christmas gifts to active 
missionaries, their chi ldren, and 
retired missionaries 

• New telephone system 
at Hephzibah 

• Leadership Development 

• BKEx Teacher Training J(jts 

• Library books for Indonesia 

• Bicycles for pastors in the Congo 

• Study Bibles for students 
in Colombia 

• Motorcycles for pastors 
in Pakistan 

el)/terry 7$hiistuias anfJ. 

d}taprf! ©New )}jeail 

Contact us at 
PO Box 50434 

Indianapolis, IN 46250 
Phone: 317.570.5164 
FAX: 317.570.5254 

E-mail: ww@wesleya11.org 

'101{1.LEYAN 
~OMEN 

www.wesleyan.org/women 
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Bread -
at Life 

"Build bridges into your community," 
urged the district Sunday school direc
tor. But whoever heard of building a 
bridge with bread, cakes, pies, and 
vegetables? Well, First Wesleyan 
Church in Hendersonville, NC has 
done just that. 

Since the church is located in the 
area of lower and middle-income fami 
lies of the city, Pastor Mike Engle has 
ministered in this area for 29 years. 
Engle used to drive an ice cream truck 
in thi s area, to supplement his income, 
as the church struggled financially. 
Because of that, he knows the area 
which consists of government hou~in o b 

and low-income rentals. ln the clays 
that he drove the truck, children 
bought ice cream during the week, and 
Pastor Mike picked a number of them 
up on Sunday, for Sunday school. 
Thus, a bridge of trust was buil t to 
families in the communi ty. 

More recently, the pastor became 
burdened about a new outreach that 
would feed thei r bodies and save them 
money, to be used for other essentials . 
Knowing that many supermarkets 
throw away bread, pies, and cakes 
after their expiration date, Mike asked 
for these items. The stores were olad 0 

to have an outlet for these goods. 
Engle loaded up hi s small homemade 
trailer on February I, 200 1, and drove 
to the housing project. He asked that 
the curious children spread the news 
about free food, and he ended up ooino b b 

home-with an empty trai ler! 
That first delivery was the beo in-

. b 

111ng of "Bread of Life Ministri es." It 
has grown beyond bread and pies. 
Through donations from other suppli -

10 www.wesleyan.org 

ers, the ministry has been expanded to 
include canned goods, fresh vegetables 
and fru it, crackers, donuts, and milk
given to the poor, the elderl y, and the 
homeless of the community. At the 
present time, the ministry is serving 
over 700 famil ies per month. In a 
period of just a little more than 30 
months, the outreach has served 
more than 21,000 families, which 
includes more than 75,000 individu
als. The value of the food items over 
that period of time has amounted to 
$ 175 ,000. And God has recently pro
vided a new covered trai ler, through 
interested donors who are not even 
part of the Church. 

On November 25, 200 I, a prayer 
ministry was started, in connection 
with this food d istribution ministry. 
Mike Engle and some of hi s prayer 
partners sensed that while the physical 
needs were being met, there were 
many spiritual needs going "hungry." 
So as they took bread from one house 
or apartment to another, they began to 
ask, " ls there 
anything we can 
pray about, con
cerning you or 
your fami ly?" 
God began to 
open hearts. 
The tough 
"Tatoo Man" 
responded to 
them and soon 
had his fam ily 
in church. The 
neighborhood 
prostitute asked 

for prayer to change her drug habit anc 
lifestyle. On Jul y 12, 2002, she surren
dered her heart to Jesus! 

An amazing blessing took place i_n 
one home when a mother asked for 
prayer that her daughter be healed. The 
daughter was confined to a wheelchair 
unable to walk because of deep, ulcer-' 
ated sores on her legs. The doctor had 
scheduled her for amputation of both 
legs. Pastor Mike and his prayer part
ner, Bill, prayed for God's touch to this 
woman, and then left the home. When 
they returned the next week, her sores 
were nearly healed, and two weeks 
later, she was out of the wheelchair
walking on her own! Needless to say, 
her doctor was amazed and could 
only call it a miracle. Her testimony 
was written up in the local newspaper. 

Engle says he has found that the 
Gospe ls tell us that most of Jesus' min 
istry was done in the streets. That is 
where Mike intends to keep the Bread 
of Life Mi nistries. He never tires of 
quoting the saying: "People don't care 
how much you know, unti l they know 
how much you care." This ministry is 
touching the lives of many who 
would not typically find their way to 
a church. They are being touched, 
loved, healed, and saved through a 
ministry of bread-but more impor
tantly, by the "bread of life" Himself. 1 

- submitted by Paul T. Titus, Spencer, NC 

Mike Engle and his helpe1; 
Renae Boren, loading trailer 
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Wesleyan Publishing House 
Reinstates Commentary Series 

preration," said 
Cady. "The oppor
tunity to help laity 
unde rstand God' s 

Wesleyan P ublishing House has 
reinstated the " Wesleyan Bible 
Commentary Series" and will 

complete the New Testament portion 
of the series by 2005. 

The Wesleyan Bible Commentary 
Series began in 1996, wi th the goal of 
providing clear, accessible Bible com
mentary in the Wesleyan tradition to 
meet the needs of pastors and lay Bible 
teachers. Ten volumes were produced, 
covering three Old Testament and seven 
New Testament books. 

After a three-year hiatus, General 
Publisher Donald D. Cady initiated a 
plan- unanimously approved by the 
Board of General Superintendents of The 
Wesleyan Church- to extend the series, 
completing the New Testament portion 
with eight additional volumes. News of 
the completion has also been warmly 
received by the many Bible study leaders 
and pastors who have used the series. 

"There's an incredible need in the 
local church for solid, clear Bible inter-

The Wesleyan Hour 
Begins Satellite 
Distribution 

It's an opportunity to be better 
stewards of the funds donated to 
The Wesleyan Hour, and utilize 

cutting edge technology. It's a win-win 
situation," said Dr. Norman G. Wilson, 
concerning his decis ion to distribute 
the weekly award-winning radio 
broadcast via satellite to local radio 
stations. 

ln November, The Wesleyan Hour 
began to be distributed via satellite on 
the "Songtime Sate llite Network." 
Traditionally, radio programs have been 
duplicated on CD and cassette, and 
mailed to the radio stations. Satelli te dis-
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Word and apply it to their li ves is why 
completing this important work has been 
one of my top prio rities si nce being 
named General Publisher. " 

The Wesleyan Bible Commentary 
Series has been extremely popular with 
Bible students and teachers in many 
denominations, including Salvation Army, 
Free Methodist, United Methodist, Church 
of the Nazarene, and others. WPH plans to 
further refine the work by adding user
friend ly features to the remaining volumes. 

General Superintendent David Holdren 
will serve as series editor. He has 32 years 
of pastoral ministry experience, and 
emphasizes the practical nature of the 
commentaries. "We want these books to 
be accessible to the broadest possible 
audience," said Holdren. "They' re highly 
readable, and Bible teachers and laypeople 
alike will benefit from them." 

The next two volumes, Revelation 
and / & 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon, will 
be released in June 2004. Remaining 
volumes will cover the biblical books of 

tribution involves the broadcasting of the 
program in a high-quality digital format 
across the nation, via satellite. Local 
radio stations receive the satell ite signal, 
record the program, and rebroadcast it at 
the locally-scheduled time. Stations that 
do not have the technology to record the 
satellite signal wi ll continue to receive 
the broadcast on CD. 

Matthew, Mark, Luke; 1 & 2 Corinthians; 
Galatians, Phil ippians, Colossians; 1 & 2 
Peter, 1- 3 John, and Jude. 

The authors wi ll be a diverse group of 
men and women, including both scholars 
and pastors from severa l denominations 
including the Church of the Nazarene, the 
Free Methodist Church, Church of God 
(Anderson), and Churches of Christ in 
Christian Union, as well as The Wesleyan 
Church. The aims of the series are to assist 
laity and ministers in the teaching ministries 
of the Church; to promote life change in 
believers by applying God's authoritative 
truth in relevant, practical ways; and to 
present a Wesleyan-Arminian interpretation 
of the Scriptures in a clear and compelling 
fashion. • 

"We are so thankfu l for every 
person who supports the ministry 
of The Wesleyan Hour," said 
Wilson. "We are very cautious 
about the way we spend every 
single dollar. The cost of the 
program being delivered to local 
radio stations via sate lli te will 
mean significant savings over 
CD duplication and postage." 

Dr. Wi lson has been the speaker 
for The Wesleyan Hour since the 
broadcast began on approximately 
40 stations in October of 1975 . 

Every week, the gospel is preached 
around the world over 200 times in 
English, Spanish, Tibetan, and Russian
through the mini stry of The Wesleyan 
Hour. To find out more information 
about hearing The Wesleyan Hour in 
your area, or to listen online, vis it 
www.normanwilson.org. • 
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Solon Center 
Dedicates New Building 

Solon Cent<:,· Wesl?a~t Church in 
Cedar Spnngs, M1ch1gan dedicated 

their new church building on September 
2 1, 2003, celebrating a rich church hi s
tory of over 120 years. 

The church began in 1883, when Rev. 
Edwin Potter and Rev. Phineas Dodge 
organized it as a Wesleyan Methodist 
Church. Classes were he ld at three local 
schoolhouses. 

In the late 1880s the initial small 
church was built, and a new church was 
built in 1902. ln 1905, members of the 
church built a buggy shed, and in 1938, 
electric lights were added to the church. 
Major changes were made in 1944, when 
the church was moved 40 feet back from 
the road, to the present location. It was 
set on a new foundation, which provided 
a furnace room and four Sunday school 

classrooms. That building served the 
congregation for I 00 years. The 1902 
building is now being torn down. 

Forty-two pastors have served Solon 
Wesleyan over the years. Doug DiBell is 
currently serving as the pastor, and has 
been with the church for five years. "We 
praise the Lord for what He has done in 
our church-going from a 4,000-square
foot bui lding into a 12,000-square-foot 
building has been a true blessing. And 
we had to borrow less than half of the $ 1 
million needed for construction. The con
gregation has grown from 67 in J 999, to 
177 in 2003," said DiBell. He continued, 
"Over the 120-year history of the church 
there have been several additions and 
improvements to meet the needs of a 
growing church family; however, the 
desires and goals have remained the 
same as they were from the very begin
ning: reaching others with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ." • 
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.... NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL 

NEWS 

Parish Nursing to be Discussed at 
Wesleyan Hope Network Workshop 
in Washington, D.C. 

Jo Anne Lyon, Executive Director 
of World Hope International, has 
invited Pamela Giles to speak at the 
January 2004 Compassion Ministries 
Workshop in Washington, D.C. 

Giles, Oklahoma Wesleyan 
University 's Nursing Division Chair, is 
leading The Wesleyan Church in dis
cussing ways to pursue parish nursing. 
She was recently selected to be the rep 
resentative for The Wesleyan Church, 
to the Parish Nurse, Inc. Board. Parish 
nursing is defined as a registered nurse 
serving within a congregation (or 
parish), who carries out a variety of 
functions within the congregation, 
including personal health counselor, 
trainer of volunteers, and developer of 
support groups. "It has been a dream o 
mine for over 10 years to be involved 
with parish nursing," says Giles. She 
has a concern that parish nursing needi 
be founded in the acknowledgement 
that Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior, 
and He is the one who heals. 

The January event is an invitation
only meeting for about 50 leaders from 
across the Wesleyan denomination. 
These individuals are involved in 
compassions ministries ranging from 
parish nursing to mentoring children 
of prisoners. 

Board Elects New 
Wesleyan Pension Fund Director 

The Board of Directors of the 
Wesleyan Pension Fund met in a 
special session on October 17, 2003, ir 
Indianapolis, IN. They elected Craig A 
Dunn to serve as the Executive 
Director of the Wesleyan Pension Fune 
effective January I , 2004. Dunn will 
also continue to serve as the Executive 
Director of the Wesleyan Investment 
Foundation. 

Craig, his wife, Tammy, and their 
three children live in NoblesviJle, IN, 
and serve as active layworkers at Fall 
Creek Wesleyan Church, in Fishers. 

December 2003 TWJ 
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~ DISTRICT NEWS 

;reater Ohio 
At the age of 104, Mary Teman 

lecided to be baptized at Delphos 
¥esleyan Church. Shortly after her bap
ism, Mary celebrated her l05'h birthday! 

------'"'I She was 
born October 
25, 1898, 
and grew 
up in the log 
house her 
father built. 
ln 1975, 
Mary's 
husband, 
Benjamin, 
passed away. 
They had 

even children. Mary has 26 grandchildren, 
i8 oreat orandchildren, and 26 great-

"' b 

•reat orandchildren. She still lives in , b 

1er own home and stays busy by keeping 
1ouse and baking pies from scratch. 
vlary doesn't remember ever being 
,aptized before, and felt it was an 
mportant thing to do. 

Pictured are Mary and her pastor, 
Nayne Prater. 

~ NEWS FROM COLLEGES & SEMINARIES 

-Ioughton Professor Receives 
?ulbright Award 

B. David Benedict, professor of 
,oli tical science at Houghton College, 
1as been awarded a Fulbright Scholar 
}rant to lecture and conduct research in 
~rmenia, for the 2004 spring semester. 
-le will teach graduate and undergradu
tte courses in international relations and 
:onduct research at the Brusov Institute, 
(erevan State Linguistic University, 
(erevan, Armenia. His research wi ll 
·ocus on the post-Soviet development of 
~menia, and will include a study of the 
~menian genocide of 19 15. 

Benedict is a 1973 Houghton gradu
tte, and is one of some 800 U.S. faculty 
md other professionals who wi ll travel 
tbroad to about 140 countries for the 
(003-04 academic year, under the aus
>ices of the Fulbright Scholar Program. 

IWU Receives "Foundations for 
Excellence" Award 

Indiana Wesleyan Uni versity is one 
of 12 private colleges chosen nation
wide to develop programs to he lp 
first-year students adjust to college. 
lWU has been named a founding insti
tution for the project, "Foundations for 
Excellence in the First College Year." 

"The first year is extremely important 
in the transition to college," said Dr. 
Bayard Baylis, IWU's vice president for 
academic affai rs. ''The 'Foundations for 
Excellence' project will look at how 
students make the transition to college 
and what colleges are doing to make 
that transition work." 

Ninety-four private colleges applied 
in February, to participate in the project. ' 

Twelve of them were selected through 
a competitive process, to continue 

working with the Policy Center. 
The criteria for selection inc luded 

a strong campus commitment to the 
first year and, at least in IWU's case, 
programs that already are in place for 
first-year students. 

"We have deyeloped a remarkable 

first-year program," said Dr. Je rry 
Pattengale, IWU's vice president for 

academic support. 
Since the IWU programs were intro

duced, the number of freshmen returning 
to campus for their sophomore year has 
increased from 68% to 81 %. 

~ READERS ' FORUM 

... enjoyed your September 2003 
issue [The Wesleyan Advocate.] We could 
not put it down unti l we had read it all. 
Thanks for the variety of interesting and 
great articles. We could go on and on ... 
it was great! 

Eldon and Joyce LeRoy 
via E-mail 

l read the whole magazine and 
always enjoy articles by Dr. Norman 
Wilson. I' ll do without many things 
before I' ll do without my Advocate. 
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Answer: Sunday School 
Question: What are we doing about the 
unchurchedunsaved? 

The unchurched unsaved are those with no 
meaningful connection to Christ or the Church. 

Church growth researchers Chip Arn, George 
Hunter, and Thom Rainer are helping us all face the 
reality that at least 41 % of Americans and an even 
higher number of Canadians need this "meaningful 
connection. " This meaningful connection is best 
translated as a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ and a personal relationship-based group, 
best known as a Sunday School class or disci
pleship group. 

Here're two eye openers that cry out for action. 

Eye popper number one-There is an alarming 
decline of religious instruction tor children. Dr. 
Charles Arn reported in 1952 that only 6% of adults 
had no religious training as a child; by 1965 it was 
9%; in 1978 it jumped to 17%; by 1981 to 21 %; and 
1993 to 35%. One can only imagine what it is today. 

Action-Don't get caught in a fatal error of 
neglecting or abandoning the best time and oppor
tunity for reaching and equipping kids-Sunday 
School. Today's children's Sunday School must be 
more than just kid's stuff. 

Eye popper number tw~ The majority of 
unchurched want religious training tor their children. 
Who would have thought it! 

They-the unchurched-want it. The question 
is: "Have you got it?" Based on current research, 
churches that are downsizing Sunday School are 
headed the wrong way. Sunday School is still the 
best venue for small group, relationship-based 
units for kids. 

Now many of you think I'm already bug-eyed 
for Sunday School, and it 's true. My love and pas
sion for Sunday School goes all the way back to 
my earliest days as a pastor. Every church that my 
wife, Sue, and I pastored focused on and featured 
Sunday School. I might add, they all grew. Many 
would respond and say, "That was yesterday; today 
is different." And I couldn't agree more. It is differ
ent. The researchers are all saying the need is 
greater and the opportunity unprecedented to 
utilize a simple vehicle called Sunday School. 

Action-What an opportunity awaits those who 
will make children's Sunday School the "very best" 
in order to reach the unchurched unsaved. And by 
the way, if you get the kids, you have the parent(s). 

Ray E. Barnwell Sr. 
General Director 

Sunday School & Discipleship 
Ministries 

sundayschool@wesleyan.org 

\ Y /ords of Life is a compilati< 
W of Bible readings which 

follow the life of Jesus through d 
four Gospels as one continuing 
story. You wi ll want to listen to 

Words of Life for your devotions. 
listen to it in the car. and when 
you are taking a family trip. 

This CD is a gift of thanks for an 
offering of any amount. sent to 

the worldwide radio ministry of 
The Wesleyan Hour. 

For more information. an audi 
excerpt. or to donate online. 
visit www.normanwilson.org. 

My prayer is that you will 
find the power of Cod's 
Word. the wisdom of the 
teachings of Christ, and th 
rich beauty of the King 
James language a blessing 
to your devodonal time. 



IN- THE NEWS 
• Microsoft Joins in Fight 
Against Child Pornography 

The world's largest software company 
is he lping to develop ways to track child
pornography fi les on the Web. 

The effort began when an exasperated 
Toronto police detective made a shot-in
the-dark E-mail plea to Microsoft founder 
Bill Gates. Last year, the Toronto Police 
Depa11ment seized more than two million 
child pornography images, according to 
Paula Knight, a spokeswoman for 
Microsoft Canada. 

The software, still in development , 
would store copies of all the images police 
fi nd, creating a searchable database that 
can help officers uncover similarities among 
cases. It may also analyze pictures and 
classify those who are child pornography, 
largely automat ing a job that consumes a 
huge amount of police labor. 

Microsoft has al ready invested nearly a 
half- million dollars in the effort. 

• Police Arrest Two in Slaying of 
Mexican Evangelical Pastor 

Over 300 state police recently ra ided a 
southern Mexican village, arresting two 
suspects in the slaying of a Protestant pas
tor in a region torn by religious conflict, 
the Associated Press has reported. The men 
were arrested in Botatulan, a settlement in 
the Chamula District, a few miles north
west of the colonial town of San Cristobal 
De Las Casas. The area is the heart of what 
may be the most vio lent re ligious conflict 
in the hemisphere, according to AP. 

Local officials say that in addition, over 
100 Evangelicals and 2 1 Catholics have 
)een shot to death over the past 30 years in 
incidents believed re lated to the conflict. 

I Conservative Jews Encouraged 
to Follow Jewish Law 

The head representati ve of Conservative 
fudaism's congregations believes the 
novement must do more to inspire mem
Jers to follow Jewish law. Rabbi Jerome 
:::pste in, executive vice president of the 
J nited Synagogue of Conservative 
fudaism, says he is forming a committee of 
;lergy and lay people to help congregations 
:ncourage greater observance amo ng Jews. 
:::pstein made the announcement at the 
J nited Synagogue's biennial convention in 

TWA I December 2003 

Dallas. The group represents about 760 
synagogues. 

"There is a gap, a chasm between what 
we say and what most people do," Epstein 
said. "Most Conservative Jews find re li
gious law irre levant," he said. He feels that 
some religious leaders have been reluctant 
to discuss such obligations for fear of driv
ing away members, but he predic ts the new 
emphasis would inspire more Jews to stay 
in the Conservative movement. The 
Conservative branch obeys most traditions 
while a llowing some innovation to adapt to 
the modern world. It is larger than the strict 
Orthodox, but slightly smaller than the 
more liberal Reform branch. 

• Canadian Senate Will Review 
Ban on Human Cloning 

A bill that bans human cloning and sets 
guidelines on stem cell research has won 
approval in Canada's House of Commons. 
according to the Associated Press. The 
chamber voted 149- 109 to send the meas
ure to the Senate for review. It is unclear if 
the bill would pass in time, before 
Parliament ends its annual session. 

The measure would create the nation's 
first regulations for reproductive technol
ogy such as cell cloning and embryonic 
research. It wou ld prohibit human cloning 
or creation or human/animal hybrids, but 
would allow research on human embryos 
le ft over from infertil ity treatments. 

1vww. eva11gel iced-press. com 

Millions of Christian young people 

exhibi ted their faith as they observed 

the 14th annual "See You at the Pole" 

national day of student prayer this year. 

Students in all 50 states of the U.S., as 

well as those from Canada, Brazil, 

Germany, Ghana, Ireland, Japan, Kenya, 

South Korea, Morocco, Nicaragua, 

Nigeria, Portugal, Singapore, Soud1 

Africa, and Turkey met at the flag pole 

of their particular school, seeking to 

be "consumed" by the power of God. 

The 2003 SYATP theme was taken from 

I Kings 18:36-39. The meeting dates 

vary in each country, but most are held 

in September or October. 

Ministering 
to Your Stall 
by Gale A. Jan of ski 

Having served as a senior pastor for thirteen 
years, I've found that in the midst of all the 
business of church life, a multi-staff team

while trying to minister to others-may find 
themselves going or growing apart. Having time 
to be ministered to is equally valuable. Here are 
a few ways in which I try to minister to my staff. 

Keep open and clear communication. While 
this takes effort and time, it also saves much 
confusion. Ministry is teamwork. Without good 
communication, the flow can have many interrup
tions. Ask questions, and ask for accountability. 
And remember: It is a two-way street. 

Take a day off. When I was a new pastor in my 
first assignment, I was married to my job. I felt 
guilty any time I was away from church ministry. I 
couldn't enjoy life or my family while the world 
around me was "going to hell." When, finally, my 
family life had become embarrassingly weak in its 
influence, I saw the need for time away from the 
office, to be spent at home. Now, 28 years into min
istry and working with four other staff persons, each 
of us takes our "day off" (unless there is an emer
gency). I insist on it! It is a time of rejuvenation, 
relaxation, and it helps us to minister refreshed. 

Enjoy social times together. Staff and families 
together for cookouts, Christmas parties, laugh
ing, talking, and praying together (and pastors 
trying to golf together), is time well spent. To 
see one another as human beings {not always 
as "Pastor So & So"), being vulnerable (yes, 
even being laughed at), is a terrific spirit builder. 
Laughter is great medicine! 

Attend conferences together. Soaking in good 
teaching and instruction enriches your shared 
ministry. Mutual sharing of new ideas, brain
storming about possibilities, dilemma solving as 
a team-all are part of my responsibility as a 
mentor and team player. Always be a learner! 

Provide mutual support. My staff knows that if 
a layperson comes to me with a valid criticism, I 
will take it to them or insist that the layperson 
join me for a meeting with the staff member(s). 
To let gossip or negativity persist, only under
mines relationships. I expect loyalty from my 
staff towards me, but I must return it consis
tently to them. • 

Gale A. Janofski serves as senior pastor 
at Brookhaven Wesleyan, Marion, IN. 
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Beach, Rev. Cha rles W., 79 
September 18, 2003 

Rev. Beach, Alexandria, YA, 
went to be with the Lord on 
September 18, 2003. He minis

tered in the Chesapeake District (formerly 
the Capital District) of The Wesleyan Church 
for over 53 years, including serving as Asst. 
Dist. Supt. and Chairman of the Board of 
Ministerial Development. At the time of his 
death, he was serving as Pastor Emeritus 
and adult Sunday school teacher at United 
Wesleyan Church, in Alexandria. 

He is survived by his wife of 55 years, 
Margie; tlu·ee daughters: Beverly (Ronnie) 
Parker, Sandra (Adam) Miki lia, and Sharon 
(Eric) Smith; five grandchildren, fi ve great 
grandchildren, and a brother, Peter. 

Cantrell, Hazel, 95 
August 29, 2003 

Mrs. Cantrell, Alexandria, 
VA, went home to be with her 
heavenly Father on August 29, 

2003. She was born February 18, 1908, in 
Windsor, PA. After her marriage, she settled 
in Alexandria, where she began to allend 
First Pi lgrim Church, which became United 
Wesleyan, where she became a member and 
a very involved support person. 

Over the years, Hazel was involved in 
numerous leadership and teaching ministries, 
including 42 years of service on the local 
church board. 

She is survived by her son, James 
(Barbara), four grandchi ldren , s ix great 
grandchildren, and e ight great-great 
grandchi ldren. 

Wilson, Alvin W., 74 
August 9, 2003 

Mr. Wi lson, Lawrenceville, 
GA, went to be witl1 tl1e Lord 
on August 9, 2003. He was a 

veteran of the U.S. Army, having served in 
the Korean Confl ict; a former franchise 
owner with Arnold Bread Company; and 
was retired from the U.S. Postal Service. He 
was a li fe long member of Albany Wesleyan 
Church, in NY-having served in several 
capacities, including Sunday school superin
tendent, teacher, secretary of the local board, 
trustee, and worship leader. He had a lso 
served in frequent pulpit supply for his own 
church, as well as neighboring churches. 

Alvin is survived by his wife of 53 years, 
Marcia; one son: Jim (Beverly); two sisters: 
Augusta (Marvin) Wolfe and Malilyn (Robert) 
Franke; two brothers : Earle (Sylvia) and 
Norman (Nancy), two grandchildren, and 
several nieces and nephews. 
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Wesleyan Ministers on the Move 

ARGO, J ason K., youth pastor New Life Wesleyan 
Chr istian Center (Tucson, AZ) to youth pastor Allendale 
(M l) 
ASPENSON, Brendon, youth pastor Plymouth (IN) to 
youth pastor Faith (Lan ing, Ml) 
BACH, Daniel R., asst. pastor Annbrust (PA) to pastor 
First (Shippensburg, PA) 
BARTON, Daniel R., senior pastor First (Orlando. FL) 
to pastor First (Greenville . SC) 
BEARD, Arnold M., pastor Beulah Heights (Troutman, 
NC) to pastor Piedmont (SC) 
BELT, Michael, senior pastor New Life (Mecca, IN) to 
minister of Christian education Ke mwood Community 
(Ml) 
BIGLEY, Martin W .. pastor Lapeer (Ml) to asst. pastor 
North Branch (Ml) 
BLACKBURN, David P., pastor Brookview 
(Birmingham, AL) to asst. pastor First (Tuscaloosa, AL) 
BOLAND, Thomas, pastor New Life (Rapid City. SD) 
to pastor Allegan (Ml) 
BUNN, David, asst. supply pastor Cro s Gate 
Community (Oak Ridge. NC) to asst. ; upply pastor 
Christ (Greensboro, NC) 
BYE, Tony L., youth pastor Forest Hills (Evansville. IN) 
to pastor New Hope (Corydon, IN) 
CALLICUT, Carl W., asst. supply pastor Mt. Zion 
(Thomasville, NC) to asst. pastor Holly Hi ll 
(Thomasville. NC) 
CARD, Kelly J., asst. pastor First (Flint. Ml) to pastor 
Harvest Community Fellowship (Hutchinson, KS) 
CARR, Harold, supply pastor First (Hope. [N) to pastor 
Orleans (lN) 
CAVJNEE, P. Mark, pastor Sidney (OH) to pastor First 
(Akron, OH) 
CLAASSEN, Chris. asst. pastor West Allis (WI) to min
ister of Christian education Kalamazoo (Ml) 
COCHRAN, James L., senior pastor Radford (VA) 10 

as t. pastor Peace River (Punta Gorda, FL) 
COLLINS, Charles E., pastor Fletchers Chapel 
(McColl, SC) Lo youth pastor Denton (NC) 
COOK, Dennis, pastor Restoration Station Community 
(Big Rapids, Ml) to asst. pastor New Life (Swartz Crk., 
Ml) 
COOLIDGE, Mary. asst. pa tor West Park (Pueblo, 
CO) to pastor Woodland (Danbury, WI) 
CORNWELL, David A., minister of evangelism Trinity 
(Jackson, MJ) to senior pastor Dryden (Ml) 
CROSSFIBLD, Less W. Jr., pastor United (Mount 
Orab, OH) to senior pastor Communiry (Newark. OH) 
CROWE, R. Dan. pastor Sherrodsville (OH) to pastor 
Empire (Toronto. OH) 
DAVIS, Randall J., youth pastor First (High Point, NC) 
to pastor Northeast Lndy ([N) 
DEUR, Steven, asst. pastor Spring Lake (Ml) to pastor 
Watemiark (Grand Haven. Ml) 
DICKERSON, Garry. supply pastor Bamen Ridge 
(Fleming, OH) to pastor First (Lancaster. OH) 
DODD, Lee K .. asst. pastor Georgetown (DE) to pastor 
Immanuel (Ridgely, MD) 
ECCLES, Steven, pastor Bible (Sheridan, MI) to pastor 
Bellaire (Ml) 
EDWARDS, Roger G., pastor Clement Memorial 
(Altavista. VA) to pastor Creekside Community 
(Reynoldsburg, OH) 
FERGUSON, Erik J., assoc. pastor Bentley Creek 
(Gillett, PA) to pastor Lincoln Falls and Millview (PA) 
FETT, Thomas F., asst. pastor Dryden (MI) to youth 
pastor Hanford City (LN) 

L I F E 
FETTERHOFF, Kevin, senior pastor Warrenton (MO) 
to senior pastor Bethany (Cherryville, PA) 
FIATO, .James , asst. pastor Lyncort (Syracuse, NY) to 
pastor Cornerstone Wesleyan Tabernacle (Syracuse, NY) 
FIGGS, Kenneth B .. pastor Roxanna (DE) pastor 
Calvary (Harrington. DE) 
FLATTEN, Alfred G. Sr., pastor Woodl.\nd (Danbury 
WI) to pastor Clement Memorial (Alta Vista, VA) 
GLENDENNING, Eugene A., pastor First (Lancaster, 
OH) to pastor Rittman (OH) 
GRUNDEN, Barry, pastor New Hope (Corydon, IN) to 
pastor Mt. Zion (Bloomfield, lN) 
HEAD, James, pastor Miles City (MT) to pastor Tree of 
Life (Billings, MT) 
HEDGE, Nathan, pastor Lincoln Falls and Millview 
(PA) to pastor Community (Blackwood, NJ) 
HEfLER, Rona ld J., asst. pastor Memorial (New 
Castle. IN) to youth pa~tor Bethany (Cherryville, PA) 
HILL, Stephen D., pastor Bryant ([N) 10 First 
(Americus. GA) 
HOWARD, Joshua A., asst. pastor Kalamazoo (Ml) to 
asst. pastor St. Peters (MO) 
BJLL, Stephen D., pastor Bryant ([N) to pastor First 
(Americu . GA) 
IVES, Dustin, pastor Hamilton (IN) to asst. pastor First 
(Easton, MD) 
HOYT, Jeffrey, asst. pastor Perth-Andover to pastor 
Havelock (Weymouth, NS Canada) 
HUG HEY, John L .. asst. pastor Mt. Moriah (Candler. 
NC) 10 pastor New Rock (Conyers, GA) 
ffiVINE, Joseph K., asst. pastor Radford (VA) 10 pastor 
First (Watervliet, NY) 
J ONES, Br ian D., asst. pastor Bayview (Traverse City, 
Ml) to asst. pastor Allendale (Ml) 
JOHNSON, Tony R., asst supply pastor Radford (VA) 
to asst. supply pastor Wesleyan Community (B lacksburg, 
VA) 
JOHNSON, Charles, supply pastor Simpson chapel 
(Marengo, IN) to supply pastor Salem (I N) 
KEPHART, Leslie J .. senior pastor Plymouth (IN) to 
senior pastor Rowley (Williamstown, Ml) 
KEPHART, Micah. asst. pastor Plymouth (IN) to asst. 
pastor Central (Holland, Ml) 
KLEIN, Kenneth E ., pastor Chapel Hill (NC) to asst 
pastor Mt. Zion (Thomasville, NC) 
KLOB, Donald H .. pastor First (Watervliet, NY) to asst. 
pastor Cobleskill (NY) 
KOLB, Timothy W., youth pastor Break Pointe 
Community (Overland Park, KS) to asst. pastor Collin 
Creek Community (Plano, TX) 
LAWS, Christopher . youth pastor First (Rapid City, 
SD) to asst. pastor Brighton (Ml) 
LITTLE, Jeremy, asst. supply pastor Bentley (Burton, 
MJ) LO asst. pastor Croswell (Ml) 
KESSEN, Mark, supply pastor East Enterprise (Vevay, 
IN) to supply pastor Concord (Madison, IN) 
KLEIN, Kenneth E., pastor Chapel Hill (NC) to asst 
pastor Mt. Zion (Thomasville, NC) 
KIMBALL, David, youtli pastor Northgate (Owosso, 
Ml) to pastor Brady Center (Oakley, Ml) 
LEGGET, Scott, asst. pastor Central (Holland, Ml)-to 
Minister of Music Spring Lake (MJ) 
LEHR, Michael, pastor Red Cloud (NE) to pastor Keys 
Community (Key West. FL) 
LEWIS, Tony, supply pastor Logan (OH) to supply pas
tor East (Miamisburg, OH) 
MAMMARELLO, Gary, asst. pastor Dixonville (PA) 
to youth pastor Foothills Community (Tucson. AZ) 
MANDURA, Alexander P .. youth pastor East Aurora 
(NY) to asst. pastor Fairfield (OH) 
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MANESS, Gary L .. asst. pa~tor New Life (Gillette. 
WY) 10 senior pastor Warrenton (MO) 
MARTIN, Philip M., asst. pastor Glenwood (Easley, 
SC) to asst. pastor Gold Hill (NC) 
MCBETH. Nathan, pastor Conesville (OH) to pastor 
Pikeville (KY) 
MACCALLUM, Rob. youth pastor Bethany 
(Cherryville. PA) to youth pastor First (High Point, NC) 
MCKINLEY, Paul W .. senior pastor Trinity (Lima, OH) 
to senior pastor Firs t (Cleveland, GA) 
MCL EAN, Vicki L., minister of music Park Community 
(Hales Comer. Wl) to pastor Eastview (KY) 
MENEFEE, Daniel, pastor orthland Community 
(Anchorage. AK) to pastor New Life (Rapid City, SD) 
MISHOE, Aaron, asst. pastor First (Clinton, TN) to pas
tor Roxana (DE) 
MODLIN, Phillip P., asst. supply pastor Sandy Lake 
(PA) to asst. pastor Firs t (Bessemer Ciry, NC) 
MONCTVAIZ, Benja min, senior pastor Iglesia Vida 
Nueva (De Kalb, IL) to pastor New Li fe (Rock Jsland, 
fL) 
MOORE, Robert .J., pastor Miami (IN) 10 pastor Aiken 
Summit (Axton, VA) 
MOWAT, Neil, pastor Woodside (Lake Ann. Ml) to pas
tor County Line (Ml) 
MUELLER, Mark A., pastor Keys Community (Key 
West, FL) 10 asst. pastor Peace River (Punta Gorda, FL) 
MYLES, Anthony J., asst. Greenville Community (Ml) 
to youth pastor Firs t (Battle Creek, Ml) 
NUTTE R, Evan M., asst. pastor First (Kannapolis, NC) 
to pastor Faith (Fruitland. MD) 
OLSON, Ronald, pastor Cedar Grove (Alva, OK) to 
pastor Cedar Ridge (Enid, O K) 
ORSBAW, Daniel W., pastor New Hope (Pennellville, 
NY) to pastor Smyrna (DE) 
PARADIS, Marilyn R., pastor-on-loan Broomes Island 
(MD) to pastor-on-loan Emmanuel (Baltimore, MD) 
PARKER, Benja min A., pastor Lighthouse (Sterling 
Heights, MT) to pastor Back Creek (Fairmount, IN) 
PARKER, David D., asst. pastor Howe (Parma, MI) to 
pastor Corinth (NY) 
PICKEL, Stephen. pastor Bethany (Moore, SC) to pas
tor First (Easley. SC) 
PIC KETT, Ronald L., pastor Emmanuel (Baltimore, 
MD) to pastor Grace (Watertown, NY) 
POORE, Michael H., Pastor Oakland (Nunda, NY) to 
Angola (NY) 
PRICE, Thomas, youth pastor Calvary (Hanington. 
DE) to asst. pastor North Lakeport (Lakeport .. MT) 
RODGERS, Ronald F., pastor Faith (Fruitland, MD) to 
pastor Calvary (Richmond, VA) 
SCBLETEWITZ, John D., asst. pastor Northcresl 
Community (Flower Mound, TX) to minister of evangel
ism Collin Creek Community (Plano, TX) 
SCOTT, Robert M., pastor First (Easley, NC) to pastor 
Rockingham (NC) 
SHELTON, Paul W., supply pastor Concord (Madison, 
IN) LO supply pastor Eighth Si. (West Terre Haute, lN) 
SlllPMAN, Gary A., asst. pastor Levant (Falconer, NY) 
to Parkway (Staunton, VA) 
SHIPTON, Daniel, pastor True Hope (Marquene. Ml ) Lo 
pastor Woodside (Lake Ann. Ml) 
SNYDER, Bradley D .. senior pastor, Vinton (VA) to 
asst. pastor Parkway (Roanoke, VA) 
STE[NLE, Christopher M .. youth pastor Crossroads 
Community (Taylor. MI) to pastor North Shore (New 
Baltimore, Ml) 
STRADLING, Timothy E., pastor CrossRoads 
Community (Houston, PA) to asst. pastor Am1brusl (PA) 
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STRUCKMEYER, Philip, asst. supply pastor First 
(Banle Creek. Ml) 10 supply pastor Impact (Lowell, Ml) 
SUMMERS, Andrea, asst. pastor Heritage (Rock 
Island, IL) to youth pastor College (Marion, IN) 
SUMMERS, .Jeremy, youth pastor Heritage (Rock 
Island. JL) to youth pastor College (Marion, IN) 
TAYLOR, Daniel H .. pastor Crisfield Evangelical (MD) 
to pastor Cedar Grove (DE) 
TIETJE, William E., pastor Rockingham (NC) to pastor 
Old Fort (NC) 
TOWLE, Don. asst. pastor Riverside (Sacramento, CA) 
10 youth pastor Kalamazoo (Ml) 
TRAVIS, Dale J r., asst. pastor Hudson (FL) Lo asst. pas
tor Fellowship (Spring Hill , FL) 
TROWBRIDGE, Andy L., pastor Laketon (IN) 10 pas
tor Southside (Gas City, IN) 
TRO~'ELL, Timothy L., asst. pastor Brookings (S D) to 
senior pastor Living Hope (Madison, SD) 
USELMAN, Scott. asst. pastor New Life (Mecca. IN) to 
asst. pastor Smith Chapel (Easley. SC) 
VAN CISE, Robert G., senior pastor Mt. Zion Henry 
Co. (New Castle, lN) lo asst. pastor Brookhaven 
(Marion, lN) 
VANDERPOOL, Michael W., asst. pastor First 
(Greenville, SC) to asst. pastor Faith Fellowship 
(Warrenton. VA) 
VANSTEENBURG, Barry Jr., youth pastor Trinity 
(Jackson, MS) Lo pastor Radfo rd (VA) 
VERNON, Christopher, youth pastor Mt. Zion 
(Thomasville, NC) to asst. pastor Victory Hwy. (Painted 
Post, NY) 
VORHIES, Paige, V., asst. pastor Arcade (Sacramento, 
CA) to Crossroads Christian Fellowship (Fair Oaks, CA) 
WAITE, Darren, pastor DeKalb (IL) 10 pastor Grace 
(Des Moines, IA) 
WATSON, Gregg, senior pastor New Life (Tucson. AZ) 
to asst. pastor New Li fe (Gillene, WY) 
WELDON, Scott, asst. pastor First (High Point. NC) to 
asst. pastor Bethany (Cherryvil.le, PA) 
WHITE, Sam E., pastor Parkway (Staunton, VA) to sen
ior pastor Shady Grove (Colfax, NC) 
WICKLAM, Trevor, youth pastor Northern Lights 
(King Kirkland, ON. Canada) to asst. pastor Nappanee 
Standard (AF, ON Canada) 
WIEST, .Jonathan, asst. pastor Cedar VaUey 
Community (Waterloo. [A) to asst. pastor Collin Creek 
Community (Plano, TX) 
WILLIAMS, Christopher, asst. pastor Lakeview 
(Marion, IN) to pastor Summit (Aurora, CO) 
WlLLIAMS, Curtis Jr., asst. pastor East Gold Street 
(Kings Mountain, NC) to asst. pastor Sandy Ridge 
(Hickory, NC) 
WINTERS, .lames R., pastor Brady Center (Oakley, 
Ml) to pastor Willamette Valley (Wilsonville, OR) 
WITI~ Steven L .. pastor First (Waterloo. lA) 10 Harvest 
Community (Anke ny, IA) 
WHITTUM, Todd, asst. pastor Bellaire (MJ) 10 asst. 
pastor Coleman (Ml) 
WOODARD, Dwayne R., supply pastor Pine Ridge 
(Londonderry. OH) to pastor Toronto (OH) 
WUETHRJCH, Robert J .. assoc. pastor Red Cedar 
Community (Rice Lake. WI) to pastor Bentley Creek 
(Gi llett, PA) 
YADLOWSKI, Lawrence, non-Wes pastor- Newbrook 
(Standard Affil. Chu, Alberta, Canada) to non-Wes pas
tor- Calgary (Standard Affi l. Chu. Alberta, Canada) 
ZABLOCKI, Joseph, assoc. pastor Yarmouth (NB 
Canada) to asst. pastor First (Saini John, NB Canada) 
ZOULEK, Paulette, asst. pastor Shelby (Ml) Lo pastor 
Pisgah Heights (Marion, M l) 

John Wesley and 
Pearl Harbor 

by Ron McCl ung 

What did John Wesley have to do with 
Pearl Harbor? 

Sure not much, you' re probably thinking. 
After all , Wes ley's era in England was 200 
years before Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. And 
yet, influence is an interesti ng thing. 

Some of the ministers in Wesley's move
ment became c ircuit riders, which means 
they rode horseback from place to place, 
preaching wherever they could. James 
Tay lor, an English villager in the e ighteenth 
century, hated the circuit riders . He loved to 
throw rotten eggs at the m. 

However, one day as he was prepari ng to 
hurl an egg al one of the preachers, the min
ister quoted the latte r part of Joshua 24: 15: 
As for me and ,ny ho11sehold, we will serve 
the lord. It touched James' heart, because he 
was about to be married. In fact, the story 
goes that he prayed so long on his wedd ing 
day, he arrived late for the ceremony. 

His faith, influenced by one of Wesley's 
circuit riders, passed from one generation 
to another, until his great grandson, James 
Hudson Taylor, went to China as a mission
ary, and founded the China Inland Mission. 

In his book On This Day, Robert J. 
Morgan relates that Hudson Taylor 's grand
son, James Hudson Taylor II, took his family 
to China as missionar ies before World War 
IL Unfortunately, their children had to be put 
in a boarding school 1,000 miles from the 
parents . And that's where they were on 
December 7, 1941 , when the Japanese 
attacked Pearl Harbor. 

The boarding school, although in C hina, 
was in Japanese-occupied teITitory. Along 
with other chi ldren, the Japanese herded the 
four young Taylors into a concentration 
camp, where they detained them for five 
years. After Americans liberated the m, the 
children rejoined their parents. 

One of the boys, James Hudson Tay lor 
Ill, grew up to become the General Director 
of China Inland Mission (now Overseas 
Missionary Fellowship). He was the great 
grandson of the great grandson of the man 
who had hated Wesley's circuit riders. 

And now you know how Wesley and his 
followers s ignificantly touched a person who 
eventua lly influenced people and events 
affec ted by the bombing o f Pearl Harbor. • 

Ron McClung serves as the District 
Superintendent of the IA-MN District 

of The Wesleyan Church. 
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God's Healing 
fo r Your Trauma: 
A Personal Journey 

by Jerry Brecheisen 

o rder at 

www.brecksong. co111 

Jesus, Our Lord 
by Jim Lo 

I have had the opportunity to be in many 
countries of the world. In many of these 
places, l have come in contact wi th beggars . 
In Africa, the more energetic beggars congre

gate and wait in parking areas for cars to slowly 
enter in and find a parking space. Upon spying a 
vehicle, the beggars quickly surround it as ants 
surround discarded food and they beo in beoo ino 

' 0 00 0 

in whiney-haunting voices-extending their 
cupped hands, hoping to receive something. 
Others, less motivated, just settle themselves 
down against the wall of a build ing and passively 
wait for whatever someone may toss in the tin cup 
that they ho ld in their dirty, weather-worn hands. 

In Cambodia, the beggar scene is quite a bit 
more disturbing. With the presence o f thousands 
of land mines still hidden in rice fie lds, the num
ber of maimed Cambodians continues to grow. 
One never gets accustomed to seeing indiv id uals 
w ith missing arms, or legs, or even faces. In the 
open markets, the army of the maimed gathers 
every clay. Without apo logy or shame, they sur
round the daily shoppers. using tumps where 
arms shou ld be, to claw at the buyers o f goods. 
demand ing mo ney. 

Some of the women beggars carry in their arms 
innocent little children who appear to be grotesque 
skeletons draped with a layer of thin, translucent 
skin. Ho ld ing the nearly-dead ch ild in their arms, 
these women walk the busy, crowded streets-ask
ing people to give them a few meager coins so that 
they can buy some no urishment for their dying 
child . T he s ight of a malnourished child should 
have a way o f touching the emotional chords of 
one's heart, but in countries where the sight of 
beggars is a common scene, one can become 
hardened to them and their needs. This callous-

. ness and even cynicism towards beggars is o ften 
reflected in statements like these: "They' re just 
lazy. If they really wanted to, they could get a 
job." Or. "They're all professionals. I hear tha t 
they beg because they can earn more by beoo ino 00 0 

than by working at a real job." 
One person once to ld me: "J im , if you' re 

going to survive in this country, let me te ll you 
how you sho uld deal w ith these obnoxious beo-o 

gars." He proceeded to g ive me the following 
g uidelines: " Ignore the m. But if you fee l as if 

you 
must 
interact w ith 
them. make it 
short ... and make 
sure you don ' t g ive them even the s lightest 
impression that you have any feelings for them. 
If you think you have to g ive them something, 
reme mber that you should never give them much. 
If you g ive them too much, you ' II perpetuate 
their dependence and laziness." 

In other words, I was being instructed to 
treat beggars as annoyances. T was told that the 
onl y time I needed to interact w ith them was 
when it fit my schedul e and my agenda. 

Thinking about thi s has caused me Lo wonder: 
Do I sometimes treat Jesus Christ as a beooar 0 0 > 

even though I te ll people that He is my King and 
Lord? How often have J made statements that 
refl ected my annoyance with Jesus Chri st? During 
a busy time o f the semester I once found myself 
telli ng Him: "Lord, 1 am too swamped to spend 
time with You today. My schedule is crazy. It j ust 
doesn' t a llow time for me to spend reading Your 
Word or fe llowshipping wi th you through prayer." 

So metime ago, one o f my students w ho was 
supposed to be preparing for the pastoral mini stry 
said to me : ·'Since God is a God of love. J am 
sure He understands why I don't go to church. 
Sundays are my time to get rested up from a hec
tic schedule of sntdy." 

One church attendee, an noyed with her pasto r, 
compla ined to me: " My pastor is always pushing 
for us to get involved in ministry. He preaches 
that Christi ans are to be servants. H is messages 
about serving are getting me madder and madder 
every week. l go to church to be served . .. not 
for me to have to serve! " 

I li ke how one African man described ho liness. 
He said, "Holiness is recognizing that Jesus 
Christ is to receive all of our attention, love, 
and obedience ... and not our leftover scraps. 
As Christians, we need to remember that God is 
the Lord, and not a beggar who can be igno red ." • 

Jim Lo is Assistant Pro fessor o f Inter-Cultural S tudies, 
at Indiana Wesleyan Uni versity. 
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Calls received at 5:30 in the morning 
usually aren' t good news, and this 
one was no exception. 

"Mom's had a heart attack," my 
brother, Russell , said on the o ther end of 
the phone. "She's on a respirator. Pam 
and I are leaving right away. You need 
to come as soon as you can." 

It was a week and a half before 
Chri stmas of 1997, and Traverse City, 
Michigan-where my mother was hos
pitali zed-was four hours away from 
Grand Rapids, where I li ved. Questions 
began swirling in my mind. Would she 
be a live when J got there? Would she 
have some kind of permanent brain 
damage because of the massive heart 
attack? Would we be able to mend our 
strained relationship as mother and 
daughter? 

A c lose friend of mine, who lives 
near me and also has a home near 
Traverse C ity, said, "Let 's go," when 1 
told her the news. My husband stayed 
home with our two teenagers. 

Since I had not been raised by my 
mother from the age of seven on, we 
weren't as close as we could have been. 
She and my father had not married, and 
that was something that was always 
between us-serving as a closed part of 
her li fe and a blank part of mine. 

My grandmother's sister raised me 
and aJthough I saw my mother periodi
caJ ly as I was growing up, she was busy 
with six other children. 

Later, when I married and had 
children of my own, my mother and 
stepfather moved to the northern part 
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by Sharon Dyer 
of Michigan. Because they didn't have 
a phone, cards and letters were our only 
means o f communication. Even as her 
life was becoming freer with all of her 
children grown and married, m ine was 
becoming busie r with three children, 
ages fi ve and under. 

" Please don ' t let her d ie, Lord," was 
my constant prayer during the long 
drive. "Please let us have another 
chance to love each o ther." 

The weather was windy and brisk, as 
I exited the car in the parking lot of the 
medical center. Christmas decorations 
fi lled the hallway of the hospi tal. It was 
not a good time to think of losing a par
ent- not that there is ever a good time 
for something like that. 

The hall way to the intensive care un it 
was til led with fami ly members, includ
ing my younger sister, Glori a. "What 
happened?" I asked as we embraced. 

"She was in the car with me when 
I was taking my daughter to high school. 
When I stopped at the school, I looked 
at Mom, and she was unconscious. We 
called the paramedics, and they had her 
airl ifted here. She was clinically dead, but 
they resuscitated her." 

I hurriedly greeted some more of my 
fami ly and then made my way to my 
mother 's room. She was off the respira
tor and was s itting propped up on a 
pillow, in a large lounge chair next to 
her hospital bed. She was breathing with 
the help of oxygen. Suddenly, I real
ized how old and frail my mother was. 

"Hi, Sharon," she said wi th a faint 
smile. I kissed her and put a picture of 
my fLrst grandchild over on her hospital 
stand. "He looks like you, Sharon," 
Mom said. 

I spent four days in Traverse City, 
and made dai ly trips to the hospital. 
During my stay, my mother told me that 
I was the best Christmas present she 
could have received. My youngest 
brother, Mark-who had been at the 
hospital day and night-looked up with 
a smile and said to Mom, "What about 
me?" We all smiled. Mark knew that a 
restoration was taking place between 
my mother and me. 

The doctor had told my s ister that 
our mother had only a brief time to li ve 
... one year at the most. While running 
tests on Mom, he had found that she had 
cancer of the bladder, and only minimal 
treatment could be g iven, because of 
Mom 's weakened heart. But God gra
cious ly gave my mother three more 
years before the cancer became more 
aggressive. 

In January of 200 I, I came to spend a 
week with my mod1er, during a time 
when she had a large g rowth on her 
ankle which needed a biopsy. After I 
returned home, I received the news that 
Mom had a form of cancer that attacks 
the entire body. We were told that she 
would live no longer than six months. 

Mom lived three months from the 
date of d1at diagnosis . She died in her 
modest home, with fi ve of her seven 
children at her side. I was privileged to 
be one of them. 

Her death came three and a half 
years after the initial heart attack. And 
even as I wept tears of sorrow at her 
grave, [ thanked the Lord for the 
extra time He had given us , and for 
Mother's Christmas miracle. • 

Sharon Dyer lives in Wyoming, MI, 
and is a freelance writer. 
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by Charles Dickson 

A
middle-aged man, not watching 
where he was going, bumped into 
a lady loaded down with Christmas 

gifts. This resulted in packages be ing 
scattered all over the department store 
aisle. After listening to the gentle man 's 
profuse apologies for his negligence, 
tbe lady retorted, "Oh, I just hate 
Christmas. It turns everything upside 
down!" He thought for a moment and 
then responded, "But maybe that's what 
it's supposed to do." 

The Incarnation should turn our spir
itual world upside down. But does that 
mean our daily routines, our finances, 
and our emotional states all have to get 
out of control too? Does the peace of 
Christmas have to be interrupted by the 
pace? Does the joy of December giving 
have to be soured by the burden of 
January paying? Or, can we allow the 
Christ event to turn us upside down 
while keeping Christmas events under 
control? 

The first thought that seems to hit us 
is to ask how another Christmas season 
got here so quickly. Didn ' t we just get 
through purchasing a summer pass to 
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the swimming pool for the kids? Then 
before we knew it, they were asking for 
back-to-school supplies. Now. the fi rst 
sighting of a bearded fell ow in a s ize 48 
red suit makes an unforgettable i mpres
sion we can' t escape: It's here again. 

Why can't it be different this year? 
Why can' t we really hear the words of 
the carols, instead of enduri ng them as 
backoround noise while we rush up and 
dow; store ais les? Why can' t we listen 
to the Advent texts without our thoughts 
being jolted by the remembrance of 
someone we forgot to include on our 
shopping li st? And if Christmas bears 
any resemblance to an accounting sys
te m, wouldn ' t it be nice if a small stack 
o f invoices under a December u·ee were 
matched by an equal ly small stack of 
accounts payable on top of a January 
kitchen counter? 

Don' t go away. The good news is ... 
all of th is is possible. We can keep 
Christmas under control while still 
allowing its message to turn our li ves 
upside down. But in order to do this, 
we're going to have to separate a bed
lam from a Bethlehem; celebrations 
from The Celebrity. We're going to have 
to refocus on the Reason for the season. 
Here's how we can do that. 

Start with some prayerful logic. 
One woman told me that while pray

ing for some direction in helping to cut 
down expenses, it dawned on her to 
compose a Christmas shopping list by 
categories that included immediate fam
ily, distant relatives, college chums, and 
so on. T hen she circled the names of 
those she knew looked forward to 
receiving her gifts. To her surprise, there 
was only a handful which included 
immediate family and two great aunts. 
She realized she had been buying 
Christmas gifts for the other two dozen 
or so, simply out of habit. So right after 
Thanksgiving, she wrote more than 20 
notes, gently asking to be excluded from 
gift exchanges-explaining that she and 
her husband had decided to Limit their 
purchases. To her surprise, no one 
objected. Several even expressed grati
tude for her initiati ve. 

Decide what's important for you. 
We don' t have to get rid of every 

aspect of the season- j ust those things 
which make us dread it. For some fami
lies, it means cutting back on spending. 
For others, there may be different items 
to avoid. Take, for example, the couple 
who decided they would no longer 
attend the annual fam ily gathering at an 
aunt's house because they knew many 
of the relat ives drank too much, which 
u ually resulted in loud arguments and 
hurt feelings. To avoid both the dread 
which preceded the gathering, and the 
stress that occurred during it, they 
decided to stop attending. 

Don't forget the kids. 
What imaginations they have for lead

ing us to appreciate the deeper meaning 
of Christmas. One individual recalls her 
six-year-old son watching her pack a box 
of canned foods for a needy family and 
asking, "How come we give food just at 
Christmas?" When the mother realized 
whatever explanations she was giving 
him were pretty shallow, she asked her 
little boy if he had any ideas. His 
answer? " We could surprise them during 
the year." That simple exchange led to 
the establishment of a food pantry in 
their church congregation which now 
offers year-round help to the needy. 

Give people your time. 
Most adults can't recal l much about 

gifts they received as youngsters, but they 
can tell you all about special moments. 
Those moments may involve a school or 
church play, or making a snowman, or 
even something as special as letting loved 
ones redeem their "coupons." That's what 
one father did when he realized he and 
h.is family were drifting apart because 
they seldom took time to sit down and 
talk. So he gave, among other Christmas 
gifts, a 15-page coupon book which they 
could tear out a page at a time and 
redeem for " Listening time" by dad. He 
recalled how his eight-year-old daughter 
claimed one of her coupons with dinner at 
her favorite restaurant. She ordered pizza, 
her favorite food, and then let it get cold 
as she spent the evening catching dad up 
on her young life. 
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What about gifts to charitable 
organizations, in another's name? 

I read about one wife who had grown 
so tired of her husband's constant com
plaints about the meaninglessness of 
Christmas gifts, that she took the money 
normally spent on him and gave it to an 
inner city children's group. On Christmas 
morning, when her husband unwrapped 
hi s first present (complaining as usual), 
he was surprised to d iscover a picture of a 
grinning ten-year-o ld girl bundled up in a 
winter coat. Beneath d1e picture, his wife 
had written: This girl is wearing a coat 
given in your name. Meny Christmas.' 

Suddenly, her husband became inter
ested in opening his od1er gifts. He was 
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especially delighted with a picture of two 
brothers c lutching their first baseball 
gloves. We might not all be able to go to 
d1is extent, but consider g iving somed1ing 
to charity in someone else's name. 

Think of others. 
For those who have suffered the 

recent loss of loved ones, this season is 
especiaJly difficult. Having dinner with 
complete families sometimes magnifies 
the loss. One widow and her two 
teenagers solved this by working at the 
Salvation Army, handing out plates of 
food to street people. She later explained, 
"We quickly learned to count what we 
had left, instead of what we had lost." 

Greatest Gift 
You can be free from the guilt of your 
past and have an assuring hope for 
the future. The Bible contains some 
practical steps of faith. 

Step One: Acknowledge your past. 
For all have sinned and fa ll short of the 
glo,y of God (Rom. 3:23). Agree with 
God ("confess" means to agree with) that 
your life of rebellion against His will and 
His Word, is sin, and be sorry enough to 
quit sinning and turn to a new life. 

Step Two: lnvite the Lord Jesus 
Christ into your li fe. To all who received 
Him, to those who believed in T-lis name, 
f-Je gave the right to become children of 
God (John I : 12). Invite Him to be the 
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Master of your life. Just as we have a 
chronological birthday, we can have a 
spiritual birthday. We can be "born 
again" by trusting Christ to come into 
our lives. Here's a sample prayer: 

Lord, Jesus, I admit that I have 
sinned against You. I am sorry f or my 
sin and ! trust You to forgive me. Come 
inro my life and help me to serve You all 
the days of my life. Amen. 

Step Three: Trust God's promise 
of forgiveness. If we confess our sins, He 
is faithful and just and will forgive us our 
sins and purify us from all unrighteous
ness (1 John I :9). Stand on the promise 
of the Bible. God cannot lie. If He says 
that your past is forgiven-IT IS! 

Stand by your decisions. 
When we decide we' re not going to 

clear the shelves of every department 
store, we need to stick by it. If you set 
the g ift limit at $10, don ' t give in "just 
this once" and buy that $50 item 
instead. Let the season run away with 
your spirit, but not your budget. 

And so, it's here again, folks. Don ' t 
dread the season. It can be different this 
time around. Go ahead and let the Christ 
Event turn your world upside down; but 
keep the season events under control. • 

Charles Dickson is a pastor and free lance 
writer from Hickory, NC. 

Step Four: Openly declare your 
new re lationship with the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Whosoever acknowledges Me 
before men, I will also acknowledge him 
before My Father in heaven (Matt. 
10:32). Te ll someone e lse about your 
decision. Ask the pastor about openly 
declaring your fai th. 

Step Five: Grow by reading God's 
Word. Like newborn babies, crave pure 
spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow 
... (1 Pet. 2:2). Attend a Bible believing/ 
teaching church (such as your local 
Wesleyan church). Get into a Bible study 
(read the gospel of Mark and then read an 
additional chapter of the Bible each day). 
Pray each day (in praise and thanksgiving 
to God, confessing personal needs and 
trusting God for the needs of others). 

Let God work a miracle 
in your life! 

For added information or materiaJs 
to help you with your spiritual growth, 
contact The Wesleyan Advocate. If you 
have Internet access, see The Wesleyan 
Church's web site atwww.wesleyan.org 
and then link to "Knowing For Sure," 
under the banner of "Spiritual Helps." • 
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Al I the best and 
warmest childhood 
Christmas memories 
were wrapped into 
this one event. 

T
he best Christmas present I 
ever received was given one 
October a few years ago. 
Were we celebrating the birth 
of the Christ child early? No, 

there wasn't a party, and the gift wasn't 
even wrapped. Actually, it was g iven 
in a sterile environment, under the 
glaring lights of an operating room. 
Love and compass ion had so moved 
my brother that he gave one of his 
kidneys to my husband. 

The first time we got together after 
the surgery was one of those moments 
in which I wanted to stop time and 
have the memory last forever. AJI the 
best and warmest childhood Christmas 
memories were wrapped into this one 
event. My brother, in his bed, reached 
his hand out to my husband, who was 
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in the wheelchair. W hen they touched, 
God's love fi lled the hospital room. At 
first there were only fa mily members 
present to experience this joy. But a 
short time later, a nurse came in to the 
room, to deliver medication. She was 
engulfed in the atmosphere and as 
another nurse entered, they re marked 
how the room seemed warm with 
love. They stayed as long as they 
could-saying it was a very special 
experience. 

How could my brother, Vernon, 
g ive away a part of himself? How 
do you explain love? 

He did it because of the love and 
teachings we experienced from our 
parents as we were growing up. We 
were taught about another person who 
loved us enough to give away not only 
a part of Hi mself, but also the whole 
of Himself. H is gift was not g iven in 
sterile pri vacy, but in a very public 
place-in front of His fa mily and 
friends. He was taunted and laughed 
at as He died. But His gift makes the 
difference between li fe and death for 
us. And like my husband, Moffis, who 
received such a loving g ift from my 
brother, al l we have to do is accept the 
g ift that Christ offers. 

No, Christmas isn' t just for chi ldren. 
And yes, there is One who gives more 
g ifts than we can ever deserve. But 
He doesn' t wear a reel sui t, and He 
isn' t surrounded by elves and reindeer. 
He shows Himself to us through 
the acts of kindness, compassion, 
consideration, and patience of other 
people. We see Him when His love 
moves us to give extraordinary gifts 
to each other. These gifts can be simple. 
They don' t have to be of the d imension 
of my brother 's g ift to my husband. 
For when we give our love away, we 
are given twice that amount to give 
away again. 

Where does this love come from? 
It comes from the Eternal One, who 
gave that part of Himself when He 
came to earth one Christmas, to teach 
us the depth and breadth o f who He is. 
For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that who
ever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life (Jn. 3:16). 

And that is the true meaning of the 
blessed hope of Christmas. • 

Judy Bander is a free lance writer 
from Carrollton, VA. 
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Faith in C hrist is an integral part of a Wesleyan 

education. [t is a spiritual emphasis fo und, not j ust 

in our chapel serv ices or religion classes, but all across 

our campus life - in every classroom, on playing fields, 
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