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by Norman G. Wilson, General Editor 

You Can't Go Home Again 
A

ccording to Thomas Wolfe: "You can't go home again." 
And yet, something deep within seems to keep calling 
us home again. 

Home! From the very moment of my birth, through high 
school graduation, home for me was an o ld house on the 
side of a steep hill in Rensselaer, New York. In subsequent 
years, I have li ved in many different places- from an 
e ighteen-foot trailer, to a very comfortable three-bedroom 
ranch-but thoughts of home sti ll take me back to that li ttle 
house on the hill. Our house would never have made the 
cover of Beller Homes and Gardens, but in my mind, a 
better home and a better garden never existed. It wasn' t 
very spacious. My two brothers and I shared one bedroom, 
and our two sisters occupied another. Central heating was a 
coal burning stove in the living room, an o il burner in the 
kitchen, and a grate in the ceiling to allow some warm air to 
drift to the bathroom above. When it was cold enough to see 
your breath in the morning, we took turns standing in the 
flow of that warmth while shivering into our clothes. On 
hot, sultry summer nights, our air conditioning was the 
floor of the screened-in porch. We didn' t have a televis ion, 
but with a piano, clarinet, one trombone, a trumpet, and a 
coronet, we never lacked for quali ty entertainment. I' 111 

never quite sure of what real estate ads mean by a "gourmet 
kitchen," but I know the finest chefs in the world have never 
rivaled the meals Mom served up consistently. But perhaps 
the most precious me mory of home is the security of having 
a faithful father to watch over us. 

In summer, we built a c lubhouse in the woods, played 
ball in a vacant lot, and rode at lightning speed on our one
speed bike with fat balloon tires, no fenders, and broken 
pedals . For sled riding and skiing, our hill could rival the 
finest s lopes of Aspen. 

I left home at seventeen and suffered years of that uni
versal illness, " homesickness." Many years later, as an adult, 
I was determined to prove Wolfe was wrong. With my 
wife and children in tow, I started for "home." As soon as I 
turned the familiar corner and started up the hill , I reali zed 
Wolfe was right. The house was still there, and yet it wasn' t. 
It wasn't the Wilson house any longer. Long ago, ti tle had 
been transferred lo another family. Years of neglect had 
taken the ir toll. It stood staring back at me-sad, empty, 
ho llow, lonely. Weeds and debris covered the yard. The 
long-anticipated pleasure of returning to my childhood was 
swiftly dashed on the disappointment of reality. Everything 
has changed. Mom and Dad are gone; my oldest brother has 
joined them in heaven. The neighborhood of loving re latives 

and friends is no more. What f vis ited were ghosts from 
the past. 

But my visit was not in vain. As f began to recount for 
my fami ly the joys and pleasures of my childhood, and the 
comfort and security of our godly home, every memory 
produced an emotion of thanksgiving. Soon, my melancholy 
gave way to the joy of praise. 

I drove away, thinking about Joshua's instruction to the 
children of Israel when they crossed the Jordan River, into 
the holy land. One member of each of the 12 tribes picked 
up a stone from the ri verbed and piled the m on the holy land 
shore. Joshua said, years from now when your children ask, 
"What do these stones mean?" you can tell them what God 
has done for you in the past. 

Recently, Nancy and I had the privilege of returning to a 
church we pastored over thi rty years ago, to celebrate with 
them their 1 QQ•h anniversary. It, too, was like going home. 
Familiar faces greeted us. Faces that had been altered by the 
events of thirty years. Some lined with the weight of illness, 
loss, heartache, divorce . .. the hard stuff of life. Children 
had married and showed off children of their own. All of us 
were o lder, our hair grayer, our shoulders a little stooped. 
There were faces missing. Many of the stalwart saints of our 
day are now with the Lord. 

But as we re minisced with them, looked at pictures of a 
young pastor and his little children, walked through our o ld 
parsonage, what we remembered most were the good times, 
the blessings, the victories, and the triumphs. And as we 
drove away, once more we knew that Wolfe was right-per
haps in a way he had no t intended. 

I look at the young people who will soon be leaving 
home with their an ticipation of a future career, their " look
out-world-here-I-come" attitude, and f long to te ll them, 
"You may not believe it now, but one day you too will have 
that longing to go back home." But l know that like so many 
things we adults would like to te ll them, they will have to 
make that discovery for themselves. 

Wolfe is right. We can' t go home again- not because 
home is not there, but because home is not here. It is al l 
temporary. Whether the humblest shack or the grandest 
palace, they are all passing away, just piles of stones to 
leave behind, so that generations yet to come wi ll know 
what God has done for us. And looking over that pile of 
memories, be reminded-in the words of one of my favorite 
o ld songs- "This world is not my home; I'm just passing 
through." • 
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We're All Meeting 
in Charlotte 

Nearly three-hundred thousand of us will be 
meeting in Charlotte , North Carolina for 

the CJ youth convention. Ten thousand of us 
will have paid our registratio n, most by the 
sweat of our brow over spaghetti suppers, 
" free" car washes. and raked yards-to be 
Consumed, Called, and Convinced. T he rest 
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of us will be home, saving up to help fund the 
next meeting. I won' t be in Charlotte-at least 
not in person. I' m on the Grandkids Care Corps 
that week. lt comes with the delightful territory 
or being re lated to a youth pastor and his wi fe. 
But I will be one of the remaining 290,000 
who will be there in spirit. 
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Those teens, tweens, or trainers are part or 
us. Not only fl esh of our flesh, but spi rit of our 
spirit. We are one with them in membership
first in the Kingdom, and secondly, in T he 
Wesleyan Church. T hat corporate giggling, 
c lapping, praying, and singing wi ll be a fulfill 
ment of our thousand dreams, and the answers 
to many more o f our prayers. We encouraged 
their leaders when they were still struggling 
with their calling. We held the ir mothers and 
fat hers in our arms and silently commiued their 
future-and their children 's futu re-to an ete r
nal God. We wept when they wandered and 
smiled when they came home. We stood with 
trembling awe during the invitation song, when 
they took their first s teps on a journey of faith 
down the aisle o f our churches. 
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Thousands o f them are meeting now, 
refreshing hearts worn by the times, shivering 
in cloudy days o f uncertainty, and wide-eyed at 
the possibili ties beyond the ex it doors of the ir 
convention cente r. But we' ll be the re, too. Our 
prayers will hover over their meeting places. 
And our thoughts will drape themselves over 
their shoulders, as they walk to their rooms 
after a service of commitment. We' re all 
meeting in Charlotte ! 
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CONSUMED. 

by P. Todd Nettleton 

When something is consumed 
by another thing, it is no 
longer itself. A smaller fi sh 

onsumed by a shark is no longer a 
mailer fish ... it's part of the shark. 
l house consumed in fl ames is no 
)nger a house ... it's a ball of fire 
nfit for human habitation. 

The same is true for Wes leyans 
onsumed by God. They are no longer 
s they originally were. They are 
undamentally different. 

The status quo of rel igion-as-usual 
;n ' t enough for those who have been 
onsumed by God 's love and melded 
1to His kingdom. One-day-a-week 
hurch that doesn' t vibrantly and 
itally affect the other six days isn't 
ood enough. Kingdom people want 
1ore of God, and they want Him to 
ave more of them. They want it all. 
'hey want to be consumed by the 
'ather's love and Holy Spirit fire 
iat consumed Peter and Paul, Mary 
nd Martha. 

These believers have found heroic 
xamples in an unlikely place-in 
~stricted nati ons where Christians are 
rrested , tortured, and even killed for 
1eir fa ith. 

They include fa ith heroes like Li 
>ex ian, in China. Pastor Li has been 
!Tested so many times by Chinese 
'ublic Securi ty Bureau offi cers that 
e's lost count. Often they put him in 
cell w ith the hardest of criminals, 

oping they will make Li suffer. Yet 
1ey can not succeed. A top secret PSB 
ocument smuggled out of China put it 
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this way: "We have educated him 
many times, but we have not changed 
his heart." Many of those hardened 
criminals Li has shared a cell with are 
part of Li 's church now. He continues 
to preach and disciple. His joy in the 
Lord is a palpable force to all who 
meet him and see his smiling face. 

How can a man who has suffered 
so much continue to minister so effec
tively? Simple. Li Dexian isn' t there 
anymore ... he 's been consumed. It is 
Christ who lives in and through him, 
and Christ isn't stopped by arrests, 
or beatings, or threats. 

I met a Christian man who served 
as a secret pastor in Saudi Arabia-
a country where no church buildings 
are allowed to exist. He was arrested , 
beaten , and sentenced to death by 
hanging. But God saved him and 
brought him out of Saudi Arabi a. 
"Until God is finished with you," 
he told me, "you are invincible." 

Consumed Christians are in vincible. 
Stopping them here on this earth 
only sends them HOME, where they 
are uni ted for eternity with that which 
has consumed them. 

Oh God, may all of us be so con
sumed by You that we are no longer 
recogni::,abl e as individuals, but only as 
small parts of Your g reat an.cl growing 
Body. • 

P. Todd Nettleton is the Director of News 
Services fo r The Vo ice of the Martyrs, a min

istry to Christians in restricted nations. 



W
e could study a variety of 
definitions of the call to the 
ministry, but let's settle on 
this one: The call to mini stry 

is an inner conviction from God, 
confirmed by the C hurch, that I am 
commissioned to li fe long, vocational 
service as an equipping min ister for 
the people of God. 

Common Misunder!iiitanding!iii 
About the Call 

There are some prominent miscon
ceptions about the call to ministry. 
Many people are familiar with what 
the call is; perhaps it would be good to 
di scuss what it isn 't. Here are some 
things that are not true about the call 
to ministry. 

Mi!iiiunder!iiitanding One: 
E11erybody i!iii called. 

While it is true that God calls 
everyone to minister to others, to do 
what they can to serve those around 
them, God does not caJI everyone into 
professional ministry as a life time 
vocation . God has always selected 
men and women to serve as priests 
and pastors, representing God to the 
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CALl:E 

by Keith Drury 

people and the people to God. So 
while all Christians should do their 
work as if they were doing it for the 
Lord, that doesn' t necessari I y mean 
that God wants them to enter the li fe
time vocational mini stry o f equipping 
and leadi ng His church. 

God has chosen no other plan to 
accomplish His will on earth but His 
church. A life in business is exciting 
and worthwhile, but Christ was not the 
cornerstone of Wall Street; He was the 
cornerstone of the Church. A career in 
Holl ywood might be exciting and a 
great oppo1tuni ty to affect the world 's 
value system, but the martyrs did not 
shed their blood for the film industry, 
but as the soil from which the Church 
would grow. Inventing better ways to 
reduce harmful effects on the environ
ment and conserve the beauty of 
creation wou ld be a wonderful-and 
Christian-way to spend one's li fe, 
but Chr ist did not die to save trees. He 
died to save human soul s from 
destruction. None of this is to say that 
these or other jobs are not meaningful 
ways to spend one·s life. They are. 
But God has chosen to establi sh Hi s 
church as the primary means of 

accomplishing His will , His primary 
way of bringing in the kingdom of 
God to earth. As good as the Sierra 
Club is, it was not establi shed by 
Jesus Christ. As wonderful as the 
United Way is, God d id not found it 
on that first Pentecost. The call to the 
ministry g ives us the chance to work 
with God's primary tool of doing His 
work on earth, the Church. 

It is true that God gives everyone 
personal direction about their lives, 
and that direction might include their 
career choice. So, in a sense, a person 
could say, "God called me to be a doc
tor." But that is not a call to the 
mini stry as we understand it. The call 
to the ministry is a call to the lifelong 
service of equipping the Church, and 
not everyone is called to do that. 

Mi!iiiunder!iiitanding Two: 
Only one type a£ per!iiian 
i!iii !iiiuitable ta be called. 

Some people mistakenly assume 
that God only calls one type of person 
to the ministry-a person who "fits 
the mold .'. Perhaps they have known 
a particular minister who was very 
effecti ve and conc lude that only some-
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one like him or her could be a pastor. 
Or maybe they only attended huge 
churches and assume all ministers 
should have personalities like the 
super-church pastors they knew. Such 
fo lk might thin k that your personality 
isn' t suited for the ministry and scoff 
at your call. 

But they would be wrong. 
Such people would never have 

approved of Moses as a leader of 
God's people; not only did he stutter, 
but he was also guilty of killing a man 
in a fit of anger. God looked past 
Moses' lack of communication ski ll 
(and even his past sin) when He called 
him to lead the Israelites. In fact, God 
seems to enjoy us ing weak people; 
"But God chose the foo lish things of 
the world to shame the wise; God 
chose the weak things of the world to 
shame the strong" (l Cor. 1:27). 

Ministry jobs are as varied as the 
culture and size of a church. There are 
huge suburban churches that want one 
type of pastor, while small rural or 
inner-ci ty temples may want a totally 
different kind of minister. There are 
senior pastor j obs and staff pastor jobs. 
There are ministry jobs working with 
adults in nursing homes where you 
would dress and act conservatively, 
and there are ministry j obs working 
with young people where you might 
paint your face blue and wear a base
ball hat backwards when you preach. 
There are ministry jobs that in volve 
planting new churches that meet in liv
ing rooms, and there are jobs working 
with children. There are churches that 
want a quiet, unassuming, humble pas
tor, and there are churches that prefer 
an outgoing, ta lkative person who 
seems more li ke a salesperson than a 
mi nister. There is no cookie-cutter per
sonali ty profi le that fits all ministry 
types. God's church is too varied. 
When God calls a woman or man into 
the ministry, He has a place for that 
person to serve, even if she or he does 
not fit the mold of what others think a 
minister should be like. When God 
calls a person. He has a ministry in 
mind. God knows what He·s doi ng. 
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Misunderstanding Three: 
The call always comes 
as an audible 11oice. 

Perhaps the most common mi scon
ception of the call to ministry is that it 
comes in an audible voice or through 
a clear sign from God. Sometimes 
God does use miraculous signs or con
firmations to call a person to the 
ministry, but the average call is far 
less dramatic. Most ministers have 
received their call more quietl y and 
Jess dramatically than by an audible 
voice or a s ign in the sky. A lack of 
drama should not equate to a lack of 
certainty. It is important to not com
pare your own calling with another 
person's; likewise, it is crucial to keep 
from judging another person, based on 
your own experience of be ing called. 
The person who fa ll s in love gradually 
is not less certain of his or her affec
tion than the person who falls in love 
at first sight. Both experiences can 
lead to certainty. And both fal ling in 
love and hearing God 's call must lead 
to an inner conviction that is out
wardly COJ{firmed. 

Misunderstanding Four: 
The ministry is a human, 
not a di11ine in11ention. 

Some Christians say there should 
be no distinction between a layperson 
and a vocational minister. They say 
that everyone is a minister and that the 
role of a pastor or priest was invented 
by human beings, not God. They think 
every believer should act as hi s or her 
own priest and that the Church needs 
no leadership other than the Holy 
Spiri t. The only trouble with that 
advice is that God has never followed 
it. Throughout history God has 
selected men and women for His 
service. A vocational minister stands 
at the front of a long line of called 
people-from the Old Testament, 
through the New Testament, and right 
up until today. • 

excerpted from The Call uf a L1fe1i111e 
Wesleyan Publishing House 1.800.493.7539 or 

on line at 1nr11: 11·esleya11. ot~(?lwph 



CONVINCED. 

Canl/inced 

They were convinced that it was a 
movement of brotherhood, equal
ity, and love. They came with a 

passion for social justice that would 
transform their c ity and their world. 

They left their homes, cutting their 
ties, and following their charismatic 
leader to the sweltering jung les of South 
America. There they would establish the 
c ity of God, a truly righteous society. 

And when their psychopathic leader 
called them to dip cyanide-laced Kool
Aid into paper cups and drink it for 
" the cause," they responded again . 
On November 18, 1978, a total of 9 13 
members of the Peoples Temple answered 
the convincing pleas of their leader, Jim 
Jones. Their bodies were fo und strewn 
about Jonestown, Guyana, where they 
had committed mass suicide. 

And there have been others. They 
responded to the teaching of a leader 
whom they considered an "angel of 
God." They had a passion for purity, 
so they drew away to a place they called 
Mount Carmel- to establish the one, 
true com munity of believers- to pre
pare for the Apocalypse. When it came, 
they would be ready. They had stock
piled their compound with food, 
automatic weapons, and ammunition. 

The end came to Waco, in April 
1993. While agents of the Federal 
Bureau of In vestigation tried to per
suade David Koresh and the Branch 
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Davidians to surrender their illegal 
firearms and abandon their fo1tress, 
cult members held children up to the 
windows, a long with a sign procl aiming 
"Flames Await." On April 19, Koresh 
and 76 of hi s followers died in a fire 
that swept Mount Carmel. 

Ironically, the Apostle Paul spoke 
of these misguided souls-or others 
like them-some 2,000 years before. 
He said, For I can testffy about them that 
they are zealous for God, but their zeal 
is not based on knowledge (Rom. I 0:2). 

In preparat ion fo r His ministry, Jesus 
grew in wisdom. Before He released 
them for mini stry, Jesus instructed His 
apostles for three years. Before he 
became an apostle, Paul was trained in 
the faith for 14 years. Each of them was 
intellectual ly prepared for mini stry. They 
were convinced of the truth, able to 
explain it, and able to defend it. 

Where there is no revelation , the 
Scriptures teach, the people go unre
strained. As they did at Jonestown. As 
they did at Waco. What we believe is 
grounded in what we know, and what 
we know is revealed by the Scriptures. 
The Church continues to need discipl es 
who are thoroughly convinced of the 
gospel. 

Are you? • 

Lawrence W. Wilson is the Managing Editor 
at Wesleyan Publishing House. 



Rcently, Am. .e. r.ica watched, with inter
est, the internal struggle between 
amily members making a decision 

about the life of one woman in Florida. 
Those who wanted to pull her feeding tube 
were willino to do so at any cost-even at 

b . 

the emotional and physical pain of lettmg 
her literally die a slow death of starvation. 
Others were willing to go to any cost to save 
this woman and provide care for her for the 
rest of her life. It's easy to make a judg
ment from where I sit. I know it would no t 
be so easy if I were actually involved as a 
member of the family. What is most amaz
ino to me is the dichotomy one can see in 
ou~ culture when it comes to self-interest 
and sacredness of human life. 

In a country where even a bald eagle's 
egg is protected by law, how can our . 
society be so insensitive and cruel to its 
own unborn humans? 

Durin o the 1980s and early 1990s, b 

abortion tota ls in the United States stayed 
about 1,550,000 annually, slowly decreas
ing in the 1990s. However, the Guttmacher 
Institute reported that I 0% of known abor
tion providers did not report during that 
time. When the unreported abortions are 
added, a fi gure of 1,800,000 may be more 
realistic. During this time, live births hov
ered around 4,000,000 annually. Therefore, 
one could deduce that almost every third 
human baby conceived in America is killed 
by abortion. That's one out of three. What 
a tragedy. This goes beyond the realm of 
common sense and human dignity. How 
can our so-called "Christian Culture" be 
so compassionate on the one hand and 
care so little on the other? 

Believing life begins at conception, a 
oood number of us strongly believe the 
j 973 Roe vs. Wade decision by the Supreme 
Court was a major step in the wrong direc
tion for our nation. Unfo11unately, most of 
us shake our heads and stop short of actu
ally doing something about this important 
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issue. To some degree, it is understandable. 
On one hand, the pro-li fe movement stands 
adamantly opposed to abortion-and on 
the other, we feel helpless to do anything 
substantive about it, but let me offer some 
down-to-earth suggestions on how you 
can make a difference this year. 

Get in touch with your local Crisis 
Pregnancy Center and offer to volunteer as 
a counselor, receptionist, or whatever else 
may be avai lable. If you want to get involved 
further, offer your home and your care to a 
pregnant teen who has nowhere to live. 
Usually these young g irls believe they have 
no other choice than to abort their child when 
a network of help, care, and love is absent. 
Your stepping in and offering her a bed, . 
nutritious food, and arranging doctor appomt
ments will make all the difference in the 
world. With this loving support, she will 
determine to keep her baby or, at the very 
least, Jet it be born and then surrendered for 
adoption. 

If you are a little apprehensive about 
that level of commitment, another idea 
would be to rally your church people to 
support just one pregnant teen in your 
community. Find out who she is . Let her 
know you care. Become the "Good 
Samaritan" to her. Rent a small apartment, 
pay her way and offer her the support she 
needs during her pregnancy. lf she feels 
this kind of loving support, she will most 
like ly refuse to abort her baby. 

A third option is to support a ministry 
like The Wesleyan Church's own Elizabeth 
Home in Macon, Georgia. The Elizabeth 
Home is a ministry of Hephzibah 
Children's Home. Its sole purpose is to 
provide love, health care, and parenting 
education t~ pregnant teens who have no 
one to care, and no apparent future plans 
for their child". Since opening this home in 
the fall of 1999, we have provided loving 
care to more than 75 young expectant 
mothers. In each instance, the g irl s who 
came in, adamant about having an abor
tion, changed their mind and chose li fe for 
their baby. 

On January 25, The Wesleyan Church 
will recoonize Sanctity of Life Sunday. 
What will you do this year to make a dif
ference in the life of one unborn child? • 

-Larry E. Freels, General DirccJor, 
Hephzibah Children's Home 

"Not all girls who come to The Elizabeth Home 

have been abused. Some privately placed girls 
come from good homes and churches. 

Ei)BethanY, 
'==ltJ======= Bible College 

B etbany B_ibl~ C~llege is a single

purpose mstJtutton, to prepare 

men and women for full-time Christian 

ministry-and we pursue this with 

passion and excellence. 

1n addition to our primary focus 

on preparing pastors and missionaries, 

we prepare students for ministry in 

many specialized areas including 

youth, children, music, church plant

ing, Christian counseling, Christian 

education, and teaching in Christian 

Schools. 

Our entire faculty is Wesleyan, 

and they serve our student body of 

270 students with highly professional 

ministerial training and caring involve

ment. Our students come from 27 states 

and eight provinces; 43% U.S. and 57% 

Canadian; 70% Wesleyan; and they 

represent a total of 16 denominations. 

When an entire student body is 

preparing for ministry, the result is 

a remarkable spiritual intensity that is 

both contagious and catalytic for power

ful spiri tual transformation. That's the 

distinguishing mark of Bethany alumni 

as they serve God all across the Church 

and around the world. 



G H N E R A L 

(1 10 r) Thomas E. Am1iger; 

Earle L. Wilson, David W Holdren 

I f you have been around for as many as 
t.hirty-nine or more years, then you have 
lived through one of the most accelerated 
times of change in the history of the 

Church, since its launch about two thousand 
years ago. If you have been around as few 
as fifteen years, you have lived during the 
times just mentioned. 

There have been other times when change 
in the Church has been arguably more dra
matic, but probably never with the velocity 
that we have experienced in recent decades. 
This flow of change is linked largely with 
cultural change here and around the world. It 
is also dete1mined by who's in charge in our 
various places of work and worship. 

The phrase "the emerging church" is 
becoming a popular way to describe the com
ing wave of "what's next" for the Church. 
The term emerge means to arise or come into 
existence, and often can-ies the connotation of 
being in process and making its entrance 
from a former obscuri ty. This could desc1i be 
the birth of a child, the rise of a star, or the 
onset of a disease. Applied to Christianity, it 
well desc1ibes the entrance of Christ into the 
world, the rise of His popularity, the glory of 
His resuITection and the birth and influence 
of His Church, over the centu ries. 

This emerging Church is being shaped, 
in part, by cultural needs and shifts. It is 
being influenced by Baby Boomer-age 
scholars and practitioners, and the new 
waves of younger leaders recently arriving 
on the ministry scene. 

Terms associated with the emerging 
church include the fo llowing: spiritual 
fo rmation and spiri111al joumey, authe111icity, 
co1111m111i1y, connecling, and missionctl. 
Previously unused phrases like 111ul1i-c11l111ral, 
inter-cullural, and people groups are new 
ways of expressing ageless realities-but, 
for many of us, new labels and expectations. 
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The Emerging 
Church 

Terms many of us grew up 
using were ones like these: 

saved and sanctified, discipled and trained, 
and spiritual growth and crisis experience. 
We spoke of "works of grace," and fellow
ship, and backsliding. We revered the Bible 
as our God-given map. Emerging folks more 
likely consider the Bible a compass, or some 
other kind of navigational equipment. Many 
outside the Church will admit that while not 
being very religious, they are very spiritual. 
What we historically have called systematic 
theology is now being refeITed to by some 
as "worldview." 

"My, oh my," you may be thinking. "What 
is the Church coming to?" Basically, we are 
facing times very much like life itself, where 
we are on a pilgrimage or journey, and there 
come those forks in the road, or branches in 
the pathway. Though this may not be the 
church you would create, it is clearly the one 
emerging. And, it al l does increasingly affect 
Wesleyans and our congregations. 

Many of us "not-just-now-emerging" 
leaders sti ll believe in the essence of what 
our Church has taught, yet recognize that 
some or the expression.1· of the essence can 
safely take on new form, and still communi
cate the meaning. And generations or 
different expression can still share a com
mon journey with one another. That is the 
dream and desire of new and older-model 
leaders, alike. 

So, what might all or this mean to you, 
the reader? I can hear some crying, "Let me 
out ! Leave me alone!" Not a chance. We are 
on a journey together. 

If anyone on the face of this planet ever 
led others into new territory and ti mes of 
mind-numbing change, it was our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Think about it. And if 
He did it back then. and if He does it when 
we decide to follow Him (new crea1io11s). 
why should not those times come to His 
Church and our various congregations? 

IL is safe to adjust with the ebb and flow 
of the "high seas" culture we' re in, because 

Christ is our true North Star, our Highest 
Captain. 

Are there concerns and weaknesses asso
ciated with the emerging Church? I think so. 
but let's focus on the positives. Here are 
several descriptions worth celebrating. 

Entrepreneurial-The adherents and leader: 
in the thick of the emerging Church are cre
ative and free spirited. They are will ing to 
carve out pathways, rather than get caught 
in ruts, at least not ones that someone else 
made! 

Experimenting with different approaches 
to worship has met with varying popularity 
and effectiveness. Starting congregations 
from scratch is gaining in popularity. This 
may be less painful than trying to leverage a 
lot of long-term congregations who are the 
way they are because they like it that way. 
For them, change is threatening and irritat
ing. And one of the finer arts of church 
leadership is to respect where fol ks have 
been in !heir journey and not insist on oblit
erating the trappings of that journey. The 
taller often happens regarding worship sty lei 
and work ethic issues. 

Jesus said that new wine needed new 
wineskins-the ki nd that can stretch with 
the fermentation process. He was likely 
providi ng a clue for today's Church in that 
teaching. 

Empowering-T here is a much greater ten
dency these days for tea111 ministry and lay 
involve111e111. Some of the most potent min
istry forms in today's congregations are 
created and conducted by lay folks. Cell 
groups, mission outreach, musicals, the arts, 
sports, children 's ministry, politics, camping 
Christian schooling, and camping ministries 
are several examples of things that are 
largely lay-led. 

There are increasing examples of congre
gations led by a team of ministers, and 
congregations pai1nering with other congre
gations to give birth to new churches. This i: 
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1 wonderful and long overdue form of 
inter-dependence, which is so biblical, 
ind has been in such short supply. 

Ministers are getting togelher to offer 
mutual mentoring; high performance lead
~rs are coaching high-potential leaders. 
Churches are wisely reaching out for 
:onsultants and even mediators to help 
work through conflict and change issues. 
More and more, the Church is adopting 
the biblical concepts of the Church as the 
body of Christ, a community of faith and 
a royal priesthood of believers. These are 
i:ood things. 

Engaging- Probably the most challenging 
of the wonderful characteristics of the 
~merging Church is its courage and passion 
to engage culture and invade its communi
ties, to make a difference for Christ. 

The Wesleyan Church has a rich history 
in cultural engagement and transformation. 
For a time now, we have been fairly dor
mant in those areas of activity. There are 
1gain stirrings among us that God is calling 
us to take our place, more visibly and 
viably in our cultures. 

There will always be a place for variety 
in the Church when it comes to size of con
gregations, style of worship and program, 
md even dialog over the expressions of 
foctrinal and lifestyle convictions. There 
;hould, however, be a growing unity and 
1lignment regarding the priority of guiding 
)Ur people, clearly, in spiritual formation, 
Christian communi ty li fe, personal trans
Formation of mind and manner, discipline 
in all th ings, and persistent effo1ts to infi l
:rate our communi ties with credible 
Christiani ty. 

Next board meeting in your church, 
Jegin some serious discussions about these 
hings. Before you pillow your head 
onight, give fresh thought to how your life 
;an begin to live out your faith in action, in 
ways that let Christ shine through the win
fows of your life, letting you be an 
!xample of what 's emerging from the 
!merging Church! 

So, what's emerging? Great question. 
Let's see if we can sort it out a bit. For one 
hing, there is a continuing stream of new 
~enerations arising Lo impact the Church. 
i-lowever, rather than necessari ly initiating 
:hange, we often tend to follow change that 
s going on in the wider world around us, 
111d import that into the Church. Thar's not 
111 bad. It is a means of "connecting" with 
>ur cultures and avoiding irrelevance-the 
11ost feared condition of the Church for 
nany young Christian leaders. Older ones 
Jon't always notice the malady, and often 
;eem less concerned about it. The old fatal-
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istic attitude "We all die sometime" seems 
to be an acceptable prognosis for the 
Church! 

The E111ergi11g Church as it is brought 
about by younger leadership offers several 
things that I think I see in and about it. The 
first three I wi ll mention are signs of failing 
health and fitness, and the next three are 
characteristics of freshness and strength. 

Entitlement-The fol lowing comments 
wi ll not enjoy universal agreement, but 
probably need to be mentioned. Entitlement 
is a healthy term as it relates to rights and 
responsibili ties granted. Certain positions 
grant appropriated entitlement. When the 
Church ordains persons for vocational 
ministry, we provide certain entitlements. 

But the term also carries a more cynical 
application. It can refer to one who senses 
that ' ·You owe me" just because, or " I 
have the right to" because. Such views 
of entitlement can lead to a demanding 
and disrespectful approach to life and 
leadership. 

Applied to ministerial leadership, it 
goes like this: "God has given me a vis ion 
for this church," which can translate into 
"my way or the highway." 

Well-intentioned generations of parents 
and loving congregations may unintentionally 
be bui lding into our emerging generations 
of leaders this negative form of enti tlement 
in some of the most seemingly innocent 
and spiritual ways. For example, there is a 
steep rise in the number of us taking vari
ous kinds of ministry trips. These may be 
to a beach in Fort Lauderdale, or to the 
slums of Mozambique. Normally, these are 
expensive ventures. How can a person fund 
them, especially a teenager? We normally 
begin by referring to such trips as being 
God led, or a God-calling, which may be 
fair enough. 

Many of us have engaged this system of 
obtaining resources for ministry purposes. 
And there are plenty of donors who share 
in the same, and feel honored and blessed 
to do so. However, is th is always wise or 
healthy for those we send? Can it have the 
tendency to develop a "God called me; 
you send me" mindset, when it comes to 
"ministry"? Is there sti ll merit in planning 
far enough ahead that personal effort and 
sacrifi ce can help us learn responsibility, 
perseverance, focus, and discipline as part 
of the process? 

All of the above is in the context that 
many observers feel that our cul ture tends 
to cultivate an entitlement mentality, and 
anyone can catch the "disease." • 

Looking for 
Leaders 

Servant leaders, who consider their position as 
being on loan and as an act of service, look 
beyond their own season of leadership and 
prepare the next generation of leaders. 

-Ken Blanchard, The Servant Leader 

A n objective of the Leadership Development 
A Journey is "to identify, recruit, and prepare 
a new generation of men and women God can 
use to assist Him in building His kingdom and 
moving His Church forward." A function of 
leadership is to see leadership potential in 
people, develop those persons, employ them 
in leadership roles, and empower them to 
lead effectively. Leaders must not be so 
preoccupied with their harvest that they 
fail to develop people for the next harvest. 

Jesus said that we should "Ask the Lord of 
the harvest .. . to send out workers into his 
harvest field" (Matt. 9:38). If we experience a 
shortage of leader-workers, it will not be because 
God does not call them, but that they have not 
engaged themselves in the work because they 
were not identified, recruited, prepared, and 
given responsibility. 

Do you know sincere, spiritual young people 
who are committed to Christ and have a desire 
to serve? Affirm the gifts you see in them. Give 
them a service responsibility with appropriate 
supervision. Encourage them in their spiritual 
growth. Ask them if they have considered that 
God might be calling them to a place of spe
cialized ministry in the Church. Your interest 
and encouragement may be used by God to 
raise up a new pastor or lay leader. 

Are there bright, energetic young people in 
your church who could be influenced to attend 
a Wesleyan college or university, where they 
can be challenged to become a Christian 
leader who will help change the world? The 
call to become spiritual leaders often comes 
while people are preparing for a life career. 
Raise the possibility of a person being called to 
a lifetime of lay or ministerial leadership by 
seeing that they are in an environment where 
such a call is emphasized and encouraged. 

A major role of leadership is that of looking 
for future leaders and making an investment in 
their development. Keep looking. Keep invest
ing in the future. 

-Ken Heer. LDJ Coordinator 
E-mail: heerk@wesleyan.org 

Helping Each Other Be Effective 
Leaders of Healthy Churches 



Q 
WESLEYAN 

Great Happenings at Hyde 

You '11 find Hyde Wesleyan Church 
tucked away in the mountains of 

Pennsylvania. Nine years ago, Karen and 
Doug Rhone became involved in work
ing with the youth of the church. Since 
that time, Karen has been o rdained in 
The Wesleyan Church and Doug is now 
preparing for ordination. After the Rhones 
took the youth group to a mjnistry event 
that first year, everyone in the group felt 
called to go on a mission trip. Later, 12 
teens and eight adults from the church 

traveled to Jamaica, with YES Ministries. 
Additional trips have a llowed teens from 
the church to serve in Swaziland, South 
Dakota, and South America. As a result of 
that first trip, three teens and three adults 
were called into ministry. 

God cont inues to bless the youth 
ministry at Hyde in a variety of ways. 
O thers are pursuing calls to mini stry, and 
more teens will be taking a Jamaican 
mission tri p in July. 

But not a ll of the youth ministry is 
done in other lands. Senior Pastor Bob 
Croft says he appreciates the fact that the 
teens are willing to be in charge of one 
praise service a month. And their 
in volvement doesn ' t end there. They 
were recently part of the church's out
reach by having a block party. Before the 
day of the party, they took invita tions to 
people in the neighborhood. The party 

inc luded a dunking booth, miniature golf
ing, face painting, relay races, li ve music, 
and many other acti vities. Everyone par
ticipated in a meal provided outside, on 
the church grounds. The church followed 
this up by going back to the homes of 
people in the area, passing out calendars 
and extending Chri stmas greetings. The 
teens and their sponsors feel it's impor
tant that the outreach from people in 
the church isn't just a one-time event. 
They want the ir ne ighbors to see that 
they care, as they continue to seek ways 
to fulfill the G reat Commission. • 

1 childhood saved. 
Asking a potential employee or volunteer 

to agree to a background check can be 

very awkward. Let us he lp. 

Our "Child Sexual Abuse" booklet 

o ffers six key screening suggestions, 

provides background in formation and 

procedural guidelines. It's yours free, 

simply for asking. 

Go to our We b site at 

www.chu rchmuLua l.com / abuse 

or call us al (800) 554-2642, 

exl. 4205. Do it now. Please. 

Real Issues. 
Real Answers. 

3000 Sclmsti:r b me • P.O. Box 357 
Mtrrill • Wl • S4452-03S7 

www.dmrchmutu.i.l.com 
Church ~hnuaJ h;u ht-en rnted At (SupC'rior) l))' 
industry analys1 A.M. lkst t:very year l'iinrt· 1952. 



Q 
WffiSLEYAN L I F E 

~ NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

;ixth Women Clergy Conference 
'lanned 

The sixth International Wesleyan/ 
-loliness Women C lergy Conference wi ll 
,e held April 15- 18, 2004, in C incinnati , 
)hio. One of the featured preachers will 
>e Jo Anne Lyon, Executive Director of 
Norld Hope International and an 
>rdained minister in The Wesleyan 
: hurch. The last conference was in April 
,f 2002, and included attendees from 
wenty-four denominations and ten coun
ries. 

T he recently-established "Maxine and 
~ee M. Haines Scholarship Fund" was 
tble to assist over twenty participants in 
tttending the confe rence in April o f 
W02. Once again , the Department of 
~ducation and the Ministry will admini s
er the scholarship fund. Contributions 
:armarked "Maxine and Lee M. Haines 
icholarship Fund" can be sent to the 
Jenera! Department of Education and 
he M inistry, P.O. Box 50434, 
ndianapolis, IN 46250. Individuals, 
:hurches, districts, or educational institu
ions contributing prior to February I , 
?004 will be listed in the conference pro
~ram. Applications for the scholarship 
tre available by writing E&M or goi ng 
rnline at www.wesleyan.org/em with 
inks to women in ministry and the con
'erence site. 

The Wesleyan Church is one of the 
)rganization's five charter members, 
Nhich has grown to eight holiness 
ienominations. The purpose of the 
)rganization is to equip and encourage 
jivinely-called women who subscribe to 
1 Wesleyan/Holiness statement of faith
'or vocational ministry and professional 
eadership positions-by sponsoring 
:onferences, providing opportuni ties for 
nteraction between ministerial students 
rnd established ministers, and develop
.ng and distributing scholarly resources 
:elating to women clergy, from this per
;pective. 

The 2004 conference theme, " Holy 
Boldness: by Faith, Without Fear, 
Joing Forth," will celebrate the tenth 
rnniversary of the organization. Early 
·egistration is encouraged. (see ad on 
'Jage 17) 
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.... DISTRICT NEWS 

Eastern NY /New England 
As a pastoral appreciation gift, the 

combined church fam il ies of First 
Wesleyan in Malone, NY and Brandon 
Center Wesleyan in Brushton, NY spent 
a day offering helping hands towards 
making an his-
torical piece of 
property a home 
for their pastors, 
Juanita and 
Kent Brooks. 
Juanita pastors 
at Brandon 
Center, and 
Kent ministers 
at Malone. 

The September 13 effort was done to 
help fulfill the Brooks ' dream of restoring 
an old, abandoned property back to life. 

The day ended with a pitch-in dinne r 
at Brandon Town Hall. 

.... NEWS FROM COLLEGES & SEMINARIES 

Tuo IWU Administrators Elected to 
Marion City Council 

Two Indiana Wesleyan University 
administrators were elected to seats on 
the Marion City Council on Nov. 4. 

Dr. Mark Smith , Vice President of the 
College of Adult and Professional 
Studies, will represent Ward 6, which 
includes lWU and adjacent areas. Alan 
Miller, Director of University Relations, 
was elected to an at-large seat, which 
represents the entire city. 

Wayne Seybold, who attended IWU 
for one year, was elected Marion mayor. 
Seybold and his s ister, Kim Seybold
Catron, were members of the U.S. Figure 
Skating Team that competed in the 1988 
Olympics in Calgary, Alberta, Canada. 

~ 
~ -mDE~ 

HOUGHTON 
A Christian College of Libernl Arts and Sciences 

Since 1883, Houghton College has 

provided a residential educational 

experience that integrates high-quality 

academic instruction with vibrant 

Christian faith. Houghton is selective 

in admission, attracting a very capable 

student body from 40 states and 25 

countries. The college receives wide

spread recognition for the quality of its 

student profile, faculty, and facilities. 

Enrolling over 1,200 full-time 

students, Houghton is located on a 

beautiful 1,300 acre campus in the 

rolling hills of Western New York. The 

campus includes a 386 acre equestrian 

center, as well as cross country and 

downhill ski t rails. Each new student 

receives a laptop computer and printer 

to enable them ready access to the 

campus-wide network. Academic pro

grams include 40 majors and programs, 

off-campus experiences in Tanzania, 

London, Australia, and the Adirondack 

Mountains, and graduate study in 

several areas of music. 

Houghton College is proud to be a 

part of The Wesleyan Church and h as 

created a number of scholarship pro

grams designed to encourage students 

from across the denomination to attend. 

0uohtgn 
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I~diana Wesleyan Universiry 

is one university, but w irh 

1l1ree distincr colleges to meer 

Ille special neecls of diff erenr 

caregories o f learners. 

Record enrollments in recenr 
years have made 1wu the 

second-largest privare college 

in Indiana, ancl the largest college 

in the Coalition of Christian 

Colleges ancl Universities. 

Tile College of Adult and 

Professional Studies , w ith more 

than 60 majors, se1v es 2.soo 
traditional students on 1wu·s 

main campus in Marion. 

IWU's innovative College of 

Adult and Professional Studies 

has 7,500 students enrolled in 

graduate and undergraduate 

programs at sites in Indiana, 

Ohio. and Kentucky-as w ell as 

in Online degree programs over 
the Internet. 

The College of Graduate 

Studies offers master's degrees in 

nursing, minist1y, and counseling. 

IWU is one of 1 2 private 
institutions that have received 

national recognition for excellence 

in the freshman-year experience. 
IWU also was recognized 

nationally for excellence in the 

application of tecl1nology to 

teaching and learning. 
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Hduice f rum ~our finindma 
by Marjorie K. Evans 

D ear A riel1 

When you were young and accepted Jes LJS Christ as your Savior1 

you became a daughter of the King of kings and Lord of lords. You 
a re a roya l princess, che apple of God's eye. 

Today, you' re 13 years old and entering a very important phase of 
your li fe-leaving childhood and entering young womanhood. 

God has g ifted you with intelligence, love and compassion for 
ochers, a sens it ive spirit1 cre.1tive abilities1 and an inner beauty. As 
you continue to grow in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, 1 
pray that you' ll continue co let the beauty of Jesus be seen in you. 

Today, I' d like to pass on a legacy to yoL1-values which have 
helped and sustained me through the years. Part of the legacy comes 
from my mother and father. 11 in turn1 bequeath these values to you, 
in love. I pray you will accept them and learn from them . And if God 
should someday bless you with children and grandchi ldren1 my hope 
is chat you' ll pass these v.1lues on co chem. 

Mocher and D addy were both good1 moral people who believed 
chat things were either right or wrongj there were no gray or in
between areas. They were firm in their discipline. As a teenager;, I 
thought they were terribly old-fas hioned and strict. Bue as I grew 
older /and wiser)1 1 was very graceful chat they had loved me enough 
co say " no" to things chat might have brought me harm. They were 
loving ly sceadf as c in their decisions. 

Daddy a lways said, '~ n honest day ' s work never hurt anyone/' 
and " If a job is worth doing1 it's worth doing well." I learned chat 
chis applied not only co my future as an .1dulc1 but also co chores I 
had co do around the house, my school work1 and my mus ic lessons. 
H e also instructed me co a lways cell the truth, and co never cake 
anything chat didn' t belong co me. 

From the time I learned co read the Bible1 it has been my guide
book. So, Ariel1 jus t as my mother encouraged me, I encourage you co 
begin each day with the Lord. R ead His Word and pray. H e wi ll 
g ive you the strength you need for every moment. I learned, early in 
my li fe, co memorize verses from che Scriptures. The Bible calls that 
" hiding God's Word in our heart." 

Pare of the creed of my life has been " I have co li ve with myself 
and, so, I wane co be fie for myself co know." When 1 was ,1sked co do 
things chat were questionable or just plain wrong1 I would s ilently 
quote chat co myself and sometimes I'd even quote it co anyone who 
might be crying co tempt me. 

A riel, there are three questions I urge you to as k yourself about 
moral issues you will inevitably face: " If I do chis1 will it show a love 
for God? Will it show love for ochers? Will it s how love for me?" 

M y greatest hope for you is chat you will " love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with a ll your soul and with a ll your mind" /Mc. 22:37}. 

In clos ing, I pray chis .mcient bless ing on you: "The Lord bless 
you and keep youj the Lord make his f.1ce shine upon you and be gra
cious co youj che Lord turn his face coward you and give you peace" 
/N um. 6:14-26). 

With much love a lways, 

Gr.1ndma Evans 

Marjorie K. Evans is a free lance writer who lives in Irvine, CA. 
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IN THE NEWS 
• Bill to Suspend Sales of RU-486 
l\.bortion Pill Introduced 

Pro-life members of the House of 
Representatives are moving to suspend 
;ales of RU-486, following the death of a 
:A woman. Eighteen-year-old Holly 
Patterson died from septic shock she suf
fered after talcing the drug- which she 
)btained from Planned Parenthood of 
Hayward, CA. 

Patterson is not the first to die from 
RU-486, according to Rep. Jim DeMint 
'.R-SC). "There are other deaths that have 
Jeen reported," DeMint said, "and we know 
)fa number that aren' t being reported, as 
Nell as many medical complications." 

Dr. David Reardon, a biomedical 
:esearcher and director of the Elliot 
lnstitute for Social Sciences and Research, 
;aid the pill leads to an abortion that talces 
Jlace over several days- one that cannot 
Je stopped once the process has begun. 

• Court Rules in Favor of 
Professor Disciplined for Displaying 
Religious Magazine in Classroom 

An IN jury has awarded DePauw 
University instructor Janis Price more than 
SI 0,000 in back pay- money of which she 
Nas deprived after she was demoted. Price 
$ot into trouble in 2001, when she put 
;opies of the Oct. 2000 issue of "Teachers 
n Focus" (published by Focus on the 
Family) on a table in the back of her class
·oom. Students were invited to take a copy. 

The magazine contained an article 
1dvising teachers on how to deal with 
10mosexua]ity in the public schools. A stu
ient was offended by the article and 
;omplained to the administration. Price 
Nas reprimanded by the administration
.vhich labeled the magazine "anti-gay 
iterature" and accused her of providing 
;tudents with material which "served to 
:reate a hosti le environment" in violat ion 
)f university policy. 

The magazine publishers advised that 
he article referenced was mischaracterized, 
nasmuch as the message it contai ned was 
me of hope in times of despair. 

I SO Year Anniversary of Major 
E:volutionary Hoax 

It has been 50 years since a hoax was 
;uccessfully perpetrated in order to validate 
1 world view of evolution. 
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Jt was advertised as one of the links that 
proved evolution-a discovery of a man
ape called the "Piltdown man," because he 
was found in a gravel pi t near Piltdown, 
England. He was displayed proudly in 
Britain 's Natural History Museum for 41 
years, but in 1953, scientists announced he 
was a fraud. 

"Somebody had taken the skull of a 
human, the jaw of an orangutan, fi led down 
the teeth of the orangutan jaw, and stained 
everything to make it look old," explained 
Ken Ham, president of the creation-science 
ministry "Answers in Genesis." 

www.evangelical-press.com 

• Religious Leader Says 
Marriage Is Between a Man and 
a Woman Only 

In the current debate over the nature of 
marriage and homosexuality, The 
International Communion of The 
Charismatic Episcopal Church joins with 
Christians from a11 over the world in 
affirming the sanctity of matrimony 
defined as an exclusive bond between a 
man and a woman, mirroring, as it does, 
the relationship between Christ and His 
Church. The ICCEC further applauds the 
recent declarations from Pope John Paul ll, 
the President of the United States, and 
other Chr istian leaders who have voiced 
their reaffirmation of marriage as a critical 
foundation of Christian faith and life and 
of all civilized societies. 

"The Church has clearly taught through 
Holy Scripture, the writings of the Church 
Fathers, and in consensus throughout its 
history, that marriage is a union between 
man and woman. The idea of homosexual 
marriage is not consistent with the teach
ings of the Church then or now," said 
Archbishop Randolph Sly, the ICCEC's 
spokesman. "The truth about marriage is 
not only upheld by Christian teaching but 
also by natural law, by our embodiment as 
men and women made in the image of 
God, and by the very nature of this union 
as established by God at the beginning of 
creation." 

-CECNews Release 

~ 

Tips I or Using Technology 
in the Church 

by Jeff Eckart 

Technology-We can't live with it; we can't 
live without it. This is especially true in min
istry these days. Don't think that's true? 

Remember the last time your sound system quit 
working, or your computer wouldn't "cooperate"? 
As we continue to become tech-dependent, we 
must reevaluate the power of its use as a tool to 
build the Kingdom. 

Presentation of Your Teaching/Preaching
using visual media presentations as part of 
your teaching 

There has been a major shift to using visual 
media in preaching. Many of you reading this are 
already doing it. An example of using visual media 
would be utilizing software such as Microsoft 
Power Point. If you are not using visual media, 
you may want to make this move sometime soon. 
The benefits are too numerous to mention, and 
you can do so in a fairly cost-effective way. 

Along with this, consider offering an alterna
tive form of your message in various formats. 

For example, make a hard copy or electronic 
version on CD-Rom of your message or entire 
series. This allows those highly interested in the 
topic or text a higher retention rate by taking 
home a more detailed version of the message. 

Consider offering a message of a weekend 
service in audio format or on the Web as another 
resource to visitors as they research your church. 

The Web-
Your church's web site can be a great resource. 

However, the biggest Internet transgression is out
dated information! Keep it updated. Use it for the 
following: 

• weather/cancellation policies 
• first impression to visitors 
• statement of philosophy/mission/doctrine 
• an E-mail E-newsletter to your congregation. 

If people ~re looking at joining your church, 
they are looking at your web site! Your site many 
times is your first impression, before people 
even step foot on your campus. 

Also, take the time periodically to find ministry 
related web sites as resources. More sites "pop 
up" (no pun intended) every day. It's worth the 
time to keep your eyes open to what's out there. 

This is an age of free and seemingly limitless 
information. So remember- When it comes to 
using technology in your ministry, the rule is: 
SHARE, SHARE,SHARE! a 

Jeff Eckart is a high school/teaching pastor at 
Kentwood Community Wesleyan Church, 

Kentwood, Ml. 
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Oklahoma Wesleyan University has 

been recognized for two consecutive 

years as a Regional Best by US News 

and World Report. At the same time, 

OWU's excellence has been highlighted 

by PBS television, and our new part

nership with Voice of the Martyrs was 

featured by the Christian Broadcasting 

Network (CBN)! 

Enrollment is up! Retention is up! 

Applications are up! 

But all of this means absolutely 

nothing if this university doesn't stand 

boldly for the truth of Jesus Christ and 

the truth of the Scriptures. 

Almost any college can boast of 

successes such as positive numbers, 

beautiful buildings, and wonderful 

programs. But what makes a Christian 

university truly worth the time and 

money is its commitment to boldly 

honor Jesus Christ-His way, His truth, 

and His life. 

This is who we are at OWU! We 

are "a university where Jesus is Lord"! 

~ 
HOLINESS 

During the Civi l War, the abolition of 
s lavery was dear to the heaits of 
many men and women who were 

part of what is now known as The 
Wesleyan Church. These people risked 
their lives to help further the cause of 
freedom for those imprisoned in the 
bonds of slavery. The following journal 
excerpts are from a fictional teenaged 
character we' II call Jacob. 

October 10, 1847 
Old Squire Matthews woke me up early 

this mornin' when I heard him yelling 
somethin' about "them ignorant, lazy 
Blacks" and how they wasn 't worth half 
the money he'd paid for 'em. Nobody 
hates that man's attitude more than me 
and my family. Pa even stood in the pulpit 
of our little church last Sunday, and 
preached all about the Christian love we 
should have for everybody-no matter what 
their skin color is. He said the Bible tells 
us to live lives of holiness, and that means 
we need to follow Jesus' example. Later that 
night, Squire Matthews and some of his 
cronies came to talk to Pa. They made it 
pretty clear that kind of stuff better not be 
preached no more, or my Pa would sure be 
sorry. I just wish something could be done 
about that mean old man. 

October 14 
Spent some time with Ben today. He'd 

worked in the fields since before dawn, and he 
deserved some time off to go fishin' with me. 
So after suppertime, we set off for Crane 
Creek. Caught a couple catfish. Ben and me, 
we 've kind of grown up togethe,: Mama told 
me once that if it wasn't for Ben '.s skin being 
dark and mine being light, people would 
probably think we was brothers. Sometimes I 
get to thinkin' I wish I could do something to 
make things better for Ben and his family, and 
all of the other black folks the squire keeps 
reined in over on his plantation. He thinks 
they're second-class. Must be he'.s so ignorant 
'cause he don 't read the Bible much. 

October 17 
Mama's sure been busy lately. Don't 

know where she finds time to work on quilt
ing, what with all the other chores she has 
to do. She 's been awful quiet the past few 

by Ga il Whitmire 

days. So has Pa, since he and the Swinfon 
and Clarks had a meeting at our place the 
other night. Seems like it went on awf ul La 
Pa told me I wasn't to say a word about al 
of them being here. Something '.s going on, l 
I don't quite know what it '.s all about. 

October 19 
Almost got my hide whipped today! 

Mama's quilt was hanging out on the from 
porch. l t'.s that new quilt she '.s been worki, 
on. Kind of looks like a wagon wheel desii 
to me. When it started to rain, I took the qi 
down and brought it inside. When Mama ai 
Pa saw it, I got yelled at good. Pa even ma 
me put it back outside, just the way it was 
before. Now that I'm 16, I don 't think they 
ought to yell at me for dumb things like tha 
I'm almost a grown man. Pa says we're 
gonna have a family meeting a little later 
tonight. He sure looked serious when he to1 
me. It might have somethin ' to do with Sqw 
Matthews. I know he '.s been on the rampag, 
again. He gave Ben's daddy a pretty good 
whelping this morning, 'cause he was sick 
and couldn't work in the fields. Don't know 
how much more those poor folks can take. 
Who has a right to decide some people are 
slaves, anyway? 

April 1?, 1877 
I found this tattered old journal today. It 

been packed away in the steamer trunk for . 
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ears. A jlood of memories came to me 
1hen I looked at the last enh)' I made. 
r'.5 amazing to realize now how much 
~at 16-year-old boy was about to see 
ome to pass that evening in 1847. I still 
ave a piece of that old wagon wheel 
·uilt Mama spent hours sewing. Whay 
' story it could tell! My wife, Jill, is 
ight . .. someday we 'll proudly tell our 
randchildren all the details about it. 
lbout lww brave their great grandpar
nts and neighbors in No11h Carolina 
;ere. I'll tell them their great grand
wther'.5 quilt was a sign to the dark
kinned folks we loved as brothers. 
lnd I'll tell them about that night that it 
1irected Ben and his family to the wagon 
1ith the false bottom. I remember hm,~ 
'1 the stillness of the moonless night, my 
1ther tucked Ben, his mother, fathe,; and 
ittle sister into that old wagon, and ser 
ff for the meeting place 18 miles norrh. 
7iere, they met up with other friends of 
fie Underground Railroad who would 
ielp this little slave family ro the road 
{ freedom. The 1 Jlh Amendment to the 
~onstitution of the United States abol
,hed slave!)', and until I happened 
,cross this journal today, those years 
{ knowing Ben as my besr friend had 
eemed a long time ago in my past. I 
1ray that Ben grew up not only as a f ree 
um, bur that He stayed close to God. 
'm thankful for the years we had as 
•oyhood friends. I'm rhankful for a 
wther and father who sought God'.5 will 
rz this matter of slavery, and did what 
~ey felt was right for the cause of free-
1om. Tlwt October night in 1847, after 
iy father took that little band of slaves 
'own the road ro freedom, he was 
mbushed on his way back. His body 
~as dragged down the muddy path ro 
,u,· cabin and dumped there, fo r my 
1other to find. My father was a hero. 
le followed in the path of godly men 
ike John Wesley, and Orange Scott, and 
ldam Crooks. I close this journal entry, 
rz prayer that God will give me the 
ourage to follow the legacy. • 

Gail Whi tmire is Office Editor of 
The Wesleyan Ad11oca1e. 

TWA I January 2004 
. 

Lt[J;'x 7 
MINISTRY 

The People Who 
Live Next Door 

by Sheila Baldwin 

I fe lt a nudge-a gentle nudge, 
And I knew it was the Lord. 
He said, "It 's you I want to send. 
As it' s written in My Word." 

l saw a need ... four mouths to feed ... 
The couple who li ved next door. 
The toddler was outside at play
Another child was on the way. 

In prayer, l asked, "Lord, what do 
they need?" 
He nudged me as before. 
He seemed to say, "Just go to the m." 
I knocked upon their door. 

They greeted me and said, "Hello." 
I cou ld see their every need. 

The Holy Spirit showed to me ... 
Four hungry souls to feed. 

"I had a job yesterday," he said, 
"But today they let me go." 
They were kind and asked me to come in, 
And a friendship began to grow. 

I'm glad l had some food to share-
1 t showed the m that I really cared. 
l loved them as He said to do, 
And now they serve the Savior too! 

Shei la Baldwin is a freelance wri ter 
from Battle Creek. Ml. 

• • • 

-C~ 8ixth- V(/\,u~tio-~ 
tu~~lcfeo-~j tao-~ eteU)'1 

eo-(/\,f (!,,':.,e,//\,C,(!,, 

AprillS-18,2004 
The Westin Hotel • Cincinnati, Ohio 

Sponsored by: 
Brethren in Christ Church 
Church of Cod, Anderson 
Church of the Nazarene 
Evangelical Friends, International 
Free Methodist Church 
Korea Evangelical Holiness Church in America 
The Sah;ation Army 
The Wesleyan Church 

For conference brochures, 
visit our web site : 

www.messiah.edu/whwc 

Endorsed by: 

Christian Holiness Partnership 
Francis Asbury Society 

Weslryan Theologi.cal Society 

For Maxine and lee Haines Sd1olarship Fund information, donations and applications 
contact The Department of Education and the Ministry 

http://www.wesleyan.org/ em 
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Master of Arts in Music + Master of Music 

Musica lly Excellen t + Academically Engaging + Profoundly Christian 

A cen ter for serious music students in the Christian world, the Greatbatch School of Music 

at Hough ton College inaugurates gradua te programs in music beginning Fall 2004. 

Degrees offered include the Maste r of Arts in Music and the Master of Music in Performance, Conducting, 

Composition and Collaborative Performance. 

The Greatbatch School of Music offers generous full tuition assistantships, 

including stipend, and provides fine opportunities for professional and artistic development 

under an outstanding faculty. 

The new graduate degrees grow out of the college's distinguished and comprehensive 

undergradua te music program, which is embedded in Hough ton's strong liberal arts tradition 

and clear Christian mission . 

Hough ton, New York 14744-0'128 + 800-777-2556 or 585-567-9400 + Fax: 585-567-9517 + music@houghton.edu 

www.h ou gh ton .ed u 



Healing a 
Broken World 

by Jo Anne Lyon 

T
here she stood-a bit confused 
when the police broke into their 
two-room shack in Durres, Albania. 

She found her husband had sold her 
three-year-old son Lo an Italian man 
in exchange for a television set. In 
addition, the shock was greater when 
she heard her husband's plan to sell the 
newborn when she finished the baby's 
breast-feeding cycle. 

I would like to say this is unusual
but it seems to be routine risk for 
millions of children around the world. 
The Department of State of the U.S.A. 
has estimated some four million 
(;hildren are trafficked each year for 
purposes of sex and labor. 

There are currently 100,000,000 
street children in the world. 

World Hope/Canada is boldly 
stepping forth in Ukraine, and working 
directly on the streets of Odessa, 
Uhaine- with street children-by 
prov iding a day center as well as, 
most recently, a Jive-in center. 

Then I look 
at the victims of 
AIDS. Innocent 
children are the 
victims both in 
inheriting the 
disease and also 
becoming orphans 
because of the dis
ease. One young 
teen (we' ll call 
him "Manuel") 
from Zambia told 
of his "lostness" 
when both his par
ents died of AIDS. 

scued children f rom "Where am I to 
e streets of Cambodia go? All my aunts 

md uncles are struggling with the dis
!ase and have more children than they 
:an handle. So I went to the pastor at the 
Wesleyan church," he continued. "He 
[ook me in, even though he aJso had a 
houseful and not many resources. But 
here, I find love and through World 
Hope, I am able to go to school. The 
~rphan Trust is helping all of us AIDS 
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World Hope voluntee,; Lisa DeGrace, brings 
healing to a street child in Odessa, Ukraine 

orphans and we now have hope." It was 
a joy to hear him tell of his caJI and 
desire to become a pastor. 

And then, l think of the two children 
out on the side of the highway, hoping 
that grain would blow off the trucks as 
they lumbered by. Here, they were able to 
pick up grains of com to take to their 
mother so she could grind it and have a 
meaJ for the day. Their father had died, 
leaving them with much debt. The small 
parcel of land they had would no longer 
be theirs, because tradition would not 
allow their mother to own land. Watching 
her children starve to death was unten
able to this mother. Therefore, she 
sacrificed herself . . . selling herself to 
earn money to feed her family. Her words 
stiJI ring in my ears: "Yes, I have AIDS." 
And with shame, she beat her chest and 
went on: "I becan1e a 'walker.' You see," 
she continued, "AIDS is a long death, but 
starvation is a very short one." 

More than 20 million people have 
died from AJDS in S ub-Saharan Africa, 
alone. The country of Zambia, with a 
population of 11 million, has 600,000 
AIDS orphans. 

What can you do to heal a broken 
world? The first thing is to become 
aware of what is happening. Don't be 
afraid of the " bad news." Knowledge is 
the first route to healing a broken 
world. Be bold in obedience to our 
Lord- both in reaching the victims and 
stopping the s inful and unjust practices 
which create the brokenness. When 
Jesus was preparing to ascend after the 
Resurrection, He said these powerful 
words : Peace be with you! As the 
Father has sent me, I am sending you 
(John 20:2 1 ). He is sending us to heal a 
broken world in the 2 1" century. • 

Jo Anne Lyon serves as Execut ive Director of 
World Hope International. 

For more information on how you can 
become involved in d.ircct ministry with 
AIDS, Trafficked chjldrcn and Street chil
dren, contact World Hope International 
both in the USA and in Canada at either 
www.worldhope.org or www.worldhope.ca. 
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Nestled in the footh ills of South 

Carolina's "Golden Corner," 

Southern Wesleyan University is 

attracting record numbers of students 

who use words like spiritual, li fe

changing, challenging, inspiring, and 

connected to describe their university 

experiences. Southern Wesleyan's 

facul ty and staff are dedicated to 

helping students realize their intellec

tual, social and spiritual potential. 

Founded in 1906, Southern Wesleyan 

University specializes in offering a 

quality education with a Christian 

perspective. 

SWU is firmly grounded in 

Christian tradition and poised to 

face the challenges of educating the 

leaders of tomorrow. Today, the 

university has a main campus and 

five regional centers. The university 

offers 22 major areas of study for 

undergraduates and four graduate 

degrees. 

Southern Wesleyan University 

exists to help men and women 

become what God intended them 

to be and then to mobi lize them as 

a new generation of wo rld changers 

whose lives will reflect the image and 

nature of Jesus Christ. 

Find 
what you're 
looking for ... 

milk o{meat 

What would happer 

if you tried to liue 

on mostly milk? 

Is it time for you to 
add to your diet? 

Join a Sunday Schoi 
class or group toda! 



Faith in Christ is an integral part of a Wesleyan 

education. It is a spiritual emphasis found, not just 

in our chapel services or religion classes, but all across 

our campus life - in every classroom, on playing fields, 

in dorms, everywhere. At a college of T he Wesleyan 

C hurch, you'll receive a high-quality education, but 

you' ll receive something more - as you live and learn in 

a Christian environment, you'll have every opportunity 

to grow into the person that God envisions. Choose a 

Wesleyan education. Grow in your faith. Live it. 

A Wesleyan Education 
Education with a higher purpose. 

BETHANY Bl BLE HOUGHTON COLLEGE 
COLLEGE H oughton, NY 
Sussex, New Brunswick 800-777-2556 
Canada W\Vw.houghton.edu 
506-432-4400 
www.bethany-ca.edu 

IND!ANA WESLEYAN 
UN IVERSITY 
Marion, IN 

800- 332- 6901 
www.indwes.edu 

OKLAHOMA WESLEYAN SOUTHERN WESLEYAN 
UNIVERSITY UNfVERSITY 
Bartlesville, OK Central , SC 
800-468-6292 800-CU- AT-SWU 
www.okvvu.edt1 www.swu.edu 
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PERSON ~ STIMONY 
by Amy Spear 

• 
GROWING THROUGH 
YES* MIN/STRIES 

Amy pe,forming a song 
in sign language, 
during a sen•ice ar rhe 
Maryborough Wesleyan 
Methodist Church 

T
he phrase "G 'day, Mate" is a 
typical greeting in the "Land 
Down Under." And [ heard 
these friendly words quite 
often as I experienced a 

missions trip with YES Ministries 
last summer. Our destination was 
Maryborough, Queens land, in 
Austra lia. 

Our team consisted of 11 teens 
from Michigan, Nebraska, New York, 
Pennsylvania, and South Carolina. Our 
adult leaders were Andy and Janelle 
Merritt from Trinity Wesleyan 
Church in Jackson, Michigan. We 
all met together for a day in Michigan, 
in order to prepare ourselves to be a 
working team before we started our 
journey to Australia. We spent time in 
prayer and in getting to know each 
other better. 

The first week in Australia, our 
group worked with the local Wesleyan 
churches and their congregations . We 

22 www.wesleyan.org 

did some outside work at one of the 
churches, helped one of the pastors 
with some yard work, gave a drama 
workshop, and performed some dra
mas in the church. We spent the 
second week of our trip, ministering at 
a Wesleyan youth camp and participat
ing in the games and services. We had 
a great time getting to know the 
Australians, and the Lord gave us 
many opportunities to witness and to 
g ive and receive friendship. Their 
more " traditional" mus ic is what we 
call our "contemporru·y" music here in 
the United States . 

I appreciated learning how people 
in a slightly-different culture live. Our 
team was divided up by two's and 
three's and stayed with host fa milies 
for the first week. And I was impressed 
with the fact that these fami lies really 
enjoy and appreciate spending time 
together. 

After several missions trips-one to 
Jamaica, one to Peru, and this one to 
Australia- it never ceases to amaze 
me that I can go around the world 
and still find the same awesome, 
loving God. 

All of the trips that I've been on 
have helped me grow spiritually. I 
have to admit that 1 was very scared to 
go on my first trip, but I obeyed God's 
leading and went. Whatever you do, 
don't let fear rob you of the bless
ings the Lord might have waiting 
for you. • 

A my Spear attends C lover Wesleyan Church, 
in C lo ver. SC. 

Note: YES Ministries serves as a way to 

stre tch and d isciple teens in their walk w ith 

Christ, as they experience God by serving oth
ers through shon-term, cross-cultural ministry 

opportunities. Contact us at 
yes111i11istries@ wesleya11.org or 3 17 .570.5 140. 

ministry team 

January 2004 I nw 



· - ®Juz;;fl;m,1iJmII11~rm 
001:[Jlfill[/ {liJ (:IiJii@(jlJtm{[tifffl t!lEJftl 



North America: 
ew Phone System for Hephzibah, 
Leadership Development Seminars, 

Lay Leadership Development 
Leadership Institute, and 

Teacher Training Kies. 
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Make waves 
that will impact your 
community and church! 

• THE ~e 
R1PPchutch 

Multiply Your . 
Ministry by Parenting 

Written from real-life experience, The Ripple Church provides 

motivation and practical steps for your congregation to become 

actively involved in church parenting. 
New Churches 
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B'i RALP I-I 

fOREwoRD 

BKBF16 $12.99 

When God is moving, 
get onboard! 

· Discover eight momentum builders 

· Avoid eight momentum busters 

• Cooperate with God to build the church 

(Previously released as Lending Whc11 God is Movi11g-revised and updated.) 
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$9.99 

(Sale price va lid through 2/29/04) 



by Norman G. Wilson, General Editor 

A New Magazine for Wesleyans 
John Wesley never read Edward Bulwer-Lytton 's fam ous 

quote : "The pen is mightier than the sword," but he obvi
ously believed in the same principle. One of the reasons for 
Wesley's influence in the Church and in society was his prolific 
pen. Even while traveling by horseback a quaiter of a million 
miles (the leng th and breadth of England), preaching four o r 
fi ve times a day-a total of over 40,000 sermons-he authored 
233 books. Today, we can sti ll read his sennons, follow his 
dai ly exploits through his journals, and study his theo logy. 

In the tradition of this great ho liness writer and founde r of 
the Methodist movement , it is with a great sense of antic ipa
tion that we introduce a new magazine to our fa ithful readers, 
and 10 a new generation of Wesleyans: WESLEYAN LIFE. It 
will be a magazine that combines the teachings of traditional 
Wesleyan beliefs with he lpful information for personal growth 
and viral local church ministry, in a cutting-edge print commu
nication. It is truly a magazine for the present age-and for 
this present Church. 

WESLEYAN LIFE is designed , not as a remake o f The 
Wesleyan Advocate, but as a brand new adventure, though 
some of the changes of the past few years-size, color, and 
frequency of publication- will be revisited. 

The purpose of the new magazine will be to persuade 
its readers to grow in the ir Christian faith, inspire them to 
personal and corporate Christian leadership, and to inform 
them of the happenings of The Wesleyan Church nationall y 
and internationall y. 

The look of the magazine will change, as will the frequency 
of it publication. WESLEYAN LIFE will be published four 
times each year. Its ult imate effecti veness will be greatly 
enhanced by an increase in the number of pages and in the 
number of copies printed. In fact, our goal is to distribute 
WESLEYAN LIFE to every Wes leyan! 

Bulk copies of the new magazine will be d istributed free 
of charge, through cooperating local churches. Those who 
prefer receiving the magazine directly to their home may 
continue through a voluntary paid subscription. ln addi
tion, a ll present and future subscript ions to The Wesleyan 
Advocate will be honored. 

It has been my personal privilege to be the longest-serving 
ed itor of The Wesleyan Advocate s ince merger. ll is, therefore, 
with a deep sense of g ratitude to the past, and a high level of 
antic ipation for our future, that l introduce to you WESLEYAN 
LIFE. 

lt may be said that The Wesleyan Church was g iven birth 
by the pen. Be fore the Wesleyan Methodist Connection came 
into ex istence in 1843 , there was a publication called TH E 
AMERICAN WESLEYAN OBSERVER. It was published in 
1840, by Orange Scott and Jotham Horton. 

From then until now, in each of the re lig ious bodies which 
jo ined together, culm inating in the merger of The Wesleyan 
Methodist and Pilgrim Holiness churches in 1968, there have 
been a varie ty of publications. For example, former Wesleyan 
Methodi sts and Pilg rims can sti ll be identified by thei r refer
ence to "The Wesleyan" or "The Advocate." S ince more than 
three-fourths of our present Wesleyan membership has joined 
the denomination since 1968, they most readi ly identify with 
the current magazine, The Wesleyan Advocate . 

In each phase of our development as a denom ination. our 
precedent magazines have served us well-and wil l be 
remembered with gratitude for those who contributed to their 
success. However, in an ever-changing world , wi th increased 
expectanc ies from its media (and its accompanying increase in 
production costs), as well as a desire to make the denomina
tion 's official magazine available to every Wesleyan, the 
General Board has unanimous ly approved this new magazine. 

Nearly every decade of Wesleyan publishing has been 
witness to substantial changes and improvements. Some of 
those changes, particularly to the denominat ion 's magazi ne, 
have included the fo llowing: 

• 
• 

• 

• 

Format: from newspaper style to magazine 
Appearance: from black and whi te to two-color, 
then to four-colo r 
Frequency of publication: quarterly, bi-monthly, 
monthly, to 11 issues per year 
Distribution: from free d istribution to subscription 

Now the 2 1" century has burst upon us wi th a literal 
revolution in communications. ft is time for your denomina
tion 's magazine to meet the media ministry demands which 
accompany that revolution . WESLEYAN LIFE will be an 
important aspect o f that revolut ion! 

With a heartfe lt salute to its worthy accomplishments, the 
rime has arri ved for The Wesleyan Advocate, like THE TRUE 
WESLEYAN and all of the others before, to be ensconced in the 
Wesleyan Archives, to be visited in years to come, by those who 
wish to understand the history and development of The Wesleyan 
Church in print, through the decades from 1968 to 2004. 

So be much in prayer for your denomination's new 
magazi ne, WESLEYAN LIFE. And look for its proposed 
introduction in June of th is year. 

I join with the Board of General Superintendents, the 
General Board , and other leaders of this denomination in 
expecting a whole new generation of Wesleyans to be added 
to those who are already receiving the best in Wesleyan 

_teachings and information. • 
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Wesleyan Warriors sefv"ing God 
a11d Country 

Overcoming 

pg.5 pg. 6 N ot all modern warfare is waged with 

computer-guided missiles, "smart 

bombs," supersonic aircraft, and nuc lear 

vessels. T he most effective and up-to

date weaponry is still a sword-a 

double-edged sword. So sharp that it 

penetrates even to dividing soul and 

spirit, joints and marrow. And some of 

The Wesleyan Church's finest soldiers 
wield it. They are chaplains. Wesleyan 

warriors who often fought battles not 

seen on the evening news. They wage 

war for the souls of fellow soldiers. They 

comfort the wounded in spirit and bind 

the hearts broken by life-both as repre

sentatives of God 's kingdom and our 

Church. Many of them are decorated 

soldiers, and hold the rank of Captain, 

Commander, or Major. But their highest 

achievement, and their fi nest honor, will 

be far beyond the surly bonds of earth

in heaven-when the Captain of our 

Salvation decorates their tireless efforts 

with the highest recognition: Well done, 

good and faithful servant. Till then, on 

behalf of al l of you, we extend our heart

felt appreciation for their sacrifice and 

service to God and country. 
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Imagine an auditorium filled with 
8,500 attendees-including teens, 
youth sponsors, pastors, parents, 

nd special speakers! This was the set
ing for the International Wesleyan 
{outh Convention which was held in 
:harlotte, North Carolina, December 
:7-30, 2003. As a result of this gather
ng at CJ, a total of 3,532 individuals 
esponded to God's call on their 
ives, to completely surrender to His 
viii for their future ! 

Using the theme "Consumed, 
:ailed, and Convinced," the three-day 
;athering included representation of 
,50 Wesleyan churches. Attendees 
ame from as far away as Barbados 
md England. 

Focus of the convention included 
he following: 

• 

• 

The subject of being consumed 
with the love and forgiveness 
of Jesus Chri st was addressed 
on Saturday night, in the first 
general session, with Miles 
MacPherson as the speaker. 

The attendees were challenged 
on Sunday, concerning the fact 
that we are all called to serve 
God and others. Dr. Earle L. 
Wil son brought the morning 
message. David Nasser chal
lenged each person to be an 
effective witness and servant 
of Christ. 

Andrian Despres spoke in both 
of the general sessions on Monday; 
addressing the fact that we need 
to be convinced about following 
and serving Goel passionately. 

Follow-up programs are now in 
Jlace for those who made commit
nents . These include a 3 1-day onl ine 
ievotional, a 13-week Bible study 
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series to be done in small groups or 
Sunday school classes , "Beyond the 
Line" training events to be held in the 
spring, summer, and fal l of this year 
(in partnership with "Top Flight 
Leadership"), and student-led ministry 
projects for 2005. Training began on
site, with 800 students participating 
in the Servant Reality "Cross the Line" 
process for those responding either to 
a call to vocational ministry or a com
mitment to future service to Christ in 
other ways. 

Five late-night concerts featured 
bands that included the Katinas, Out of 
Eden, Switchfoot, Everyday Sunday, 
and the Supertones. 

"The spirit of unity, worship, and 
cooperation throughout CJ was great," 
said Executive Director Jim Dunn. 
"The undeniable move of God 's Holy 
Spirit was evident throughout the 
entire gathering. I was overwhelmed 
with the thousands of students who 
responded to God's call on their lives. 
I've never seen anything like it in all 
of my years of Wesleyan gatherings or 
convention life. It reminded me of 
when I answered the call to ministry 
at a youth convention 
25 years ago." 

There was a deep sense of 
appreciation for everything that went 
into the planning of CJ, as well as 
God 's provis ion for the convention. 
Some of the comments from those in 
attendance included the fo llowing: 

/' ve never seen the move of God at any 
Wesleyan gathering like I did after Dr. 
Earle Wilson's message. 

God truly was in control and dealt 
wirh our youth in a new and dynamic 
way at Charlotte 2003. We praise God 
that the goals for this convention were 
met. We are now anticipating some 
positive changes to take place in many 
of our churches. 

God definitely fed the way for CJ. I am 
very thankful He took our best and 
turned it into His supernatural. 

Charlotte 03 is the result of two 
years of planning and the faithful 
labors of hundreds of workers. • 
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T 
here were some tense 
moments," Wesleyan 
Chaplain Lt. Commander 
Gordon D. Ritchie recalls, 

"on a ship, in mine-infested waters , 
with the enemy nearby." Ritchie, 
age 42, te lls of spending his fi rs t 
Christmas away from his fam ily 
off the coast of Somali a. As he 
looked toward the shore! ine, he 

saw the sco res of people who 
were liv ing in terrible poverty, 
and thought of Christ 's sac ri fice 
in leav ing the splendor of heaven 
to live homeless on the earth. 
" It really brought it a ll home," 
he says. 

Gordon Ritchie is chaplain to 
the 2nd Marine Regiment. At the 
he ight of the Iraqi Freedom war, 

he was the moral ad visor to the 
commanding officer, and responsi
ble for the spiritua l needs of over 
5,000 marines and sailors. He a lso 
supervised the mini stry of four 

battal ion chaplains and their enlisted 
personnel. He continues his ministry 
to approximately 4,000 at Marine 
Corps Base Camp Lejeune, in 
North Carolina. 

The Indiana Wesleyan University 
and Asbury Seminary grad from 
Battle Creek, Michigan never 
dreamed of be ing in such a setting. 
T hough his fa ther served in World 
War II, and his brothe r in Vietnam, 
Gordon Ri tchie seemed to be 

headed toward a life time of serv ice 
in the local parish mini stry. He 
did pastor in Iowa and Indiana . But 
it was whi le he was serving in a 
Wesleyan church in Marion, Indiana 

that he made the first of two con
tacts that would influence his 
future ministerial career. Rev. 
Richard Bare iss, college chapla in 
at Ritchie's a lma mater, was a for

mer U.S. Navy chapla in. Gordon 
served as his ass istan t and was 
intrigued by his stories of ministry 
serving in the mi lita ry. One day his 
practicum supervisor, Bob M arshall 
(who is a lso a Wesleyan Navy 
chap la in today), asked him if he 
had ever thought of becom ing a 

m il itary chaplain. 
" Within a week," Ritchie says, 

" the paperwork was bei ng filled 
out." And within a month, Pastor 
Ri tchie had taken his physical 
exam in preparation for military 
training, as a chaplain under 
appoi ntment by T he Wesleyan 
Ch urch. H is first assignment was 
on the USS Sacramento, one of 
the firs t response units to Somalia, 
during the Desert S torm operation. 
T he thirteen-month deployment was 
only one of the adjustments that he 
would make. T he others involved 
be ing away from his fami ly, and 
his training in chaplain school. 

"My wife, Lasana (daughter of 
Indiana Wesleyan 's Dr. Wilbur and 
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Arde li a Williams), took our infant son 
and settled into the Army base by her
self while I was in training." Ritchie 
says that one of the greatest chal
lenges military chaplains face is the 
tremendous demands-not only on 
them, but on their families as well. 
"Military personnel are stretched thin; 
the deployments are more numerous
and often lengthier." He says. "It 
really takes its toll." 

In fact, during his twelve years of 
mi li tary chaplaincy, Ritchie has been 
separated four times from his family, 
through lengthy deployments: chap
laincy training, Operation Enduring 
Freedom (seven months), Iraqi 
Freedom (five months), and Dese1t 
Storm (13 months). 

Lt. Commander Ritchie is one of 
21 active-duty military chaplains 
endorsed by The Wesleyan Church. 
Their duties include conducting wor
ship services, leading Bible studies, 
sharing moral insights, and offering 
counseling to officers and enlisted 
personnel. "We are an ' incarnational 
presence' of Christ for them." Ritchie 
adds, "Ours is a ministry of presence." 
And they often have opportunity and 
invitations to introduce people to 
Jesus Christ. 

His commission by The Wesleyan 
Church is to care for the religious 
needs of Wesleyans in the military. But 
like other Wesleyan chaplains, his min
istry is far-reaching. Ritchie explains, 
"I am to facilitate the ministries to all 
religions. My work is pluralistic. I am 
to have an open mind for service to all 
fa ith groups-from Roman Catholic to 
Muslims- and facilitate their services, 
without compromising my Wesleyan 
beliefs and traditions." 

Asked about his military service 
for God and country, Lt. Commander 
Ritchie says, "We are called 'combat 
multipliers'- we prov ide synergy, 
inspiration." He adds, "My citizen
ship, first, is in heaven. But secondly, 
I am an ambassador from that Kingdom , 
to these marines and sailors. It also 
reaps ultimate benefit to my coun
try-helping to fulfill the right of 

TWA I February 2004 

free exercise of religion guaranteed 
by the Constitution." 

Military chaplaincy is demanding 
work. "It 's rough keeping up with 19-
year-olds," Ritchie commented. "But 
God is my strength-and sometimes I 
leave those 19-year-olds in the dust!" 
He emphasized that serving as a mili
tary chaplain is a 1ich ministry, and a 
great opportunity to share the gospel 
in a context that is often overlooked. 
"The military is not a wholly-pagan 
place," He says. "These are people not 
unlike us. But we especially need to 
pray for Christian military personnel." 

Asked for ways that Wesleyans 
could support their chaplains, Lt. 
Commander Ritchie said, "Pray for 
them. In some cases, they are minis
tering to souls who would never 
otherwise hear of the gospel." He also 
Listed other prayer needs: 

Pray for their families. 

• Seek out chaplains in military 
bases near your church, and 
become their prayer partners. 

• Support their families. Let 
them know that you are there 
for them. 

• Invite Wesleyan chaplains to 
your churches or conferences
especially if they are based 
within your district or 
appointed by your district. 

• Invite a Wesleyan chaplain 
to your church's Mission 
Convention. (This would not 
be to solicit any financial sup
port-simply to seek prayer 
support and raise awareness 
of this "mission field.") 

• Maintain contact with them. 

Wesleyan Military Chaplain 
Gordon Ritchie and his wife, Lasana, 
have four children- Landon, Corban, 
Keanon, and Khesed. They are one 
family-among 20 others-that is 
serving God and country in military 
chaplaincy on behalf of The Wesleyan 
Church. • 



G E N E R A L 

( I lo r) Thomas E. Armige,; 
Earle l. Wilson , David W. Holdren 

T
he snow was falling; the tempera
ture was dropping; the wind was 
blowing, but my spirit was soaring 
with great anticipation. Even as I 

began to write this article, preparations 
were in the final stages for one great 
Church celebration-while preparations 
for another moved forward ... Charlotte 
03 and General Conference 04. 

Charlotte 03-
8000 young people were boarding 

busses, planes, vans, or cars-for 
exciting journeys from local churches 

throughout North America- to attend a 
life-chang ing event. Pastors, university 

presidents, general officials, district 
superintendents, and district and local 
youth leaders wou ld j oin with this 
great host of young people for a 
Churchwide happening wh ich would 
be historic in their lives and in the li fe 
of The Wesleyan Church. 

Once again , a call would be sounded 
c learly for our youth to commit their 
lives to Christ as the leader who is 

greater than any other- to a cause 
that will outlast them. Imagine 8000 
Wesleyan young people opening 
their lives to Christ in obedient 
anticipation of a call to Christian 
ministry and service! 

Many of us remember the old camp 
meeting days when we were challenged, 
as young people , to not only give our 
lives to Christ, but to hear and respond 
to a ca ll for service. T he General Youth 
Convention he ld once each four years, 
a long with the regional conventions 
held in four locations midway through 
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The Church in 

Celebration 
the quadrennium, accomplish, on a 
larger scale, what many of our camp 
meetings accomplished in the past. And 
that kind of experience for our youth is 
still happening in youth camps in many 
districts. There is something spiritually 
energizing in realiz ing that one is not 
alone in this Christian journey. Our 
youth find strength in knowing that 
there are thousands of Wesleyan young 
people who believe the same, love the 
same Lord, and are committed to the 
same values. 

I'm excited to report that over 3500 
young people made commitments to a 
call to Christian service at Charlotte 
03! Be prepared, local churches! Your 
young people who attended Charlotte 03 
have come back to you with a new pas
sion to be all God wants them to be. Give 
them opportunity to express what they 
have experienced in Charlotte 03, in your 
church. Wouldn't it be great if revivals 
would break out- begun in the hea1ts of 
8000 youth who attended another great 
denominational-wide youth convention? I 
pray it will happen. 

General Conference 04-
In just four months, Wesleyans will 

meet in the De Vos Place Convention 
Cente r in G rand Rapids, M ichi gan, for 
anothe r significant celebrati on. Our 
theme is "Exalting Christ-Empowering 
the Church." 

Delegates have been selected in each 
No11h American District and in nearly 
seventy nations; memorials have been 
and are still being drafted for considera
tion; nominees for general Church offices 
will soon be made; speakers have been 

by Ear.le .L. Wilson .,..., 

invited and assigned topics related to the 
quadrennial theme. What a celebration 
this will be as we welcome two denomi
nations who are joining The Wesleyan 
Church and receive fraternal delegates 
from other denominational bodies in 
North America and from other nations. 

Professor Todd G uy of Indiana 
Wesleyan University-one of the most 
gifted worship and choral leaders in 
America-will lead in worship, direct 
all the singing groups, and lift our 
hearts in praise as we worship the Lord 
of the Church. 

A special feature of this General 
Conference will be an afternoon of 
praise and music at the Holland Central 
Wesleyan Church. T he orchestra and 
choir from this great congregation will 
join with others in being led by Todd 
Guy, to celebrate Christ. You must not 
miss this event. And you will certainly 
want to take some time to visit the 
campus of Holland Central, one of the 
greatest churches in No1t h America ... a 
church President Bush, him self, attended 
during his presidential campaign. 

The De Vos Place Convention Center 
is brand new . . . and it is huge. There 
will be more than enough space for 
large evening rallies , abundant seating 
for all the de legates and for those who 
w ish to attend the business sessions, 
and an equally large display area with 
table seating for hundreds of people. 

Wesleyans, hear the call to Grand 
Rapids. Make you r plans now to be a 
part o f this "gathe ring." Genera l 
Conference occurs only once every 
four years. Th is is the year. Be the re ... 
you ' ll be glad you came. • 
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Five Cs of 
Pastoral 

Effectiveness 

I n the book Pastors at Greater Risk, 
H.B. London says: 

The world needs pastors more than 
ever before in history. In a time when 
personal and public sins have stran
gled satisfaction out of life, people 
are crying for someone like a pastor 
to put them in touch with the Author 
of authentic wholeness ... How 
exciting to realize that God placed 
you in the middle of the action as an 
agent of reconciliation, hope, and 
righteousness. It's a daring, demand
ing day. Seize and use it. 

If the Church is to seize and use its opportu
nities of ministry, it needs pastors who are 
enabled by God and intentionally developing 
themselves in the following areas-
CALL Pastors who are confident of 

their call to ministry; who live 
with of a sense of mission; 
who can articulate a vision of 
God's purpose for themselves 
and their place of ministry; 
and who find fulfillment and 
joy in their call to ministry. 

CHARACTER Pastors who earn the respect 
and trust of others because 
they live godly lives of 
integrity and honor. 

COMPETENCY Pastors who continue to learn 
and develop the head, heart, 
and hand skills that are 
necessary for ministering 
effectively in contemporary 
culture. 

CONDUCT Pastors who develop and 
maintain patterns of behavior 
that support their personal 
mission and ministerial vision. 

COMMUNITY Pastors who have healthy rela
tionships within which they 
can grow, serve, find support, 
and be held accountable. 

The Leadership Development Journey is an 
initiative of the Church to assist pastors in 
these areas of their lives so they may be 
more effective leaders. 

- Ken Heer, LDJ Coordinator 
E-mail: heerk@wesleyan.org 
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Fun 

Wesleyan Women 
Breakfast 

at 

GE NE RAL CO N FERE NCE 

Monday, June 21 
7:00-8:30 a.m. 

$20.00 
(includes packet of resources a11d free gifts) 

Now accepting reservations 

Recrdve relevant, creative 
and fun ideas that will enhance 

your women's ministry 
and contribute to the 

ejfeaiveness of the 
entire church. 

Contact: 

W esleyan Women General Office 

PO Box 50434 

Indianapolis, IN 46250 

Phone: 317.570.5164 or 
317.774.7974 (after February 23) 

E-mail: ww@wesleyan.org 

Register online 

www.wesleyan.org/women 

In the Heart 

of Your 

Community ... 



~ 
WltSLEYAN L I F E 

r the total sum of one dollar, 
Lakeshore Celebra1ion Wesleyan in 
Duluth, Minnesota has purchased 

the fom1er Wesley United Methodist 
Church! 

Gayle Neuerburg, pastor of the 
Wesleyan church, and her husband, 
Jason, began a Bible study in their 
home in January 2000. After a series 
of events, they felt led to mini ster in 
the Lincoln Park area of Duluth , which 
has traditionally been a very depressed 
part of town. Due to a close re lation
ship which had been developed when 
they prev iously rented another 
Methodist church building near their 
home, they found that there was a 
Methodist church located in the heart 
of Lincoln Park. The Neuerburgs and 

was o lder, and they 
were discussing the 
possibility of c losing 
the church. There 
was talk of selling the 
bu ild ing; however, 
s ince the Wesleyan 
church congregation 
was meeting there, 
the Wes leyans were 
asked if they had any 
interest in purchasing 
the building. The 
next step was for the 
Methodist confe rence 
to be approached by 
the local Methodist 
council. Pem1ission was g iven to sell 
the church to the Wesleyans, as long as 

Church Building 
Sells tor a Dollar! 

their congregation began meeting there 
in July 2002. The Wesley Methodist 
pastor and people continued to have 
their services in the church, with 
Lakeshore having services at another 
available time. 

In June 2003, the Wesley Methodist 
church disbanded. Their congregation 
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the building was first offered to the 
other Methodist churches in Duluth , 
to be sure that none of them was 
interested in the purchase. There are 
about ten other Methodi st churches in 
Duluth, but in God 's provision, none 
of these churches wanted the building. 
The small Wesleyan congregation 
knew that the asking price would 
have to be something affordable to 
a group of people with very little 
funding. As a definite answer to 
prayer, the Methodist council met and 
decided that they wanted to sell the 
chu rch to the Wesleyan people for $1 ! 
The church building is a beautiful edi
fice which includes hardwood pews 
and stained-g lass windows that are 
Tiffany glass. 

At this point in time, Lakeshore is 
focused on meeting the felt needs of 

the community. They distribute new 
clothing and other items that are 
received from a compassionate 
ministry site in Watkins, MN, and 
they give away approx imately 1,000 
frozen dinners per month- with these 
being donated by a local resident. 
An area bakery provides baked goods, 
making it possible for the church to 
distribute bread twice a week. After 
church every Sunday, meals are 
provided to the congregation. 

The congregation of Lakeshore 
began with seven people in Lincoln 
Park , but their church is growing and 
now averages over 40. They are 
presently gathering a larger core group 
and w ill begin an official launch on 
Easter of this year. Gayle says, "My 
husband pl ays the piano for our church 
services, besides he lping in many other 
areas of service, and we are really 
partners in the ministry here. We have 
wonderful people who have become a 
part of our church fam ily, 
and we' re confident that 
God has much more in 
store for th is area! " • 

Gayle, Jason, 
and son, Zachary ,__ _ _,, 
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Wesleyan Develops 
Unique Calendar 

by Ron McClung 

Successful Farming magazine's 
editor-in-chief, a Wesleyan from 
Iowa, has compiled a unique 

calendar aimed at encouraging and 
even evangelizing those who have 
an interest in farming . 

Loren Kruse, vice-chai r of the 
local board of administration at 
Harvest Community Church, a 
Wes leyan congregation in Ankeny, 
Iowa, started marking Bible verses 
relating to agriculture about ten years 
ago. He noted passages that deal with 
the land, livestock, crops, pests, har
vest, and tools . He marked references 
to seedtime, work, ra in, seasons, shep
herds, and firstfruits. Grouping the 
verses under these headings, he 
arranoed them into twelve monthly e, 

categories, with a d ifferent reference 
for each day. fn add ition to a picture 
and Bible reference, Kruse adds his 
own brief comments. The result is a 
visually-beautiful and spiritually
inspiring calendar. He calls it 
" Fi rstfruits: the Bible's fann-grown 
wisdom for dai ly living." 

For instance, the picture for August 
shows a fie ld o f bright yel low sun
fl owers. The entry for Aug ust 12 
q uotes Psalm 96: 11 - l et the heavens 
rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the 
sea resound, and all that is in it. Kruse 
adds, "Can the earth be glad? See the 
sunflowers . Aren ' t they smiling? Who 
can look at a flower in bloom and not 
find peace? Thank You, Lord, for cre
ating the earth to g lori fy You. Amen." 
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Kruse joined the staff of Successful 
Farming (the nation 's largest paid 
c irculation farm magazine with 
1. 1 million readers) in 1976. He 
became editor-in-chief in 1988. The 
Me red ith Corporation, which publishes 
Successful Farming, also publishes 
Beller Homes and Gardens. 

Although he was raised in a 
Chris ti an farm home in Grundy 
County, Iowa, Loren says he had 
rebellion in his heart. It was not 
because his parents d id not try to influ
ence him in godly ways. When he was 
a hi oh school freshman, hi s mother e, 

suffered from rapidl y-spread ing can
cer. She prayed the Lord wou ld let her 
live long enough to get Loren through 
high school. That was in 1962. She 

died in 1996, at the age of 90. On his 
father 's last vis it to the family farm in 
199 1, at the age of 9 1, he reminded 
Loren, 'These are God's acres." 

Finally, after col lege and working 
on his first job, Loren surrendered to 
Christ. However, he d id not grow 
much as a C hristian until several years 
late r, when he heard a rad io preacher 
ta lking about Moses' wandering in the 
wilderness for 40 years while God pre
pared him for futu re ministry. That 
message struck home, because Loren 
was 40 years old at the time. Owne r 
and manager of a Christmas tree farm , 
Loren says, "My Christian growth was 
more like that o f one of my little runt 
Christmas trees on my tree farm. It 
was a live and stayed green, but just 
didn ' t grow toward maturi ty very 
much." 

Com ing into contac t with the 
" Fellowshi p o f Christian Farmers" 
(FCF), Lo ren felt called by God to 
minister to farm families, with FCF 
and Successful Farming magazine as 
his pul pits. Although most people 
would call Succes5ful Farming a secu
lar magazine, Loren considers it God 's 
magazine. Just like the famil y farm; it 
is part of God 's acreage. 

His calendar, " Firstfruits," is avail
able as a 366-day perpetual desk 
calendar, a 12-month wall ca lendar, 
and as a boxed set of 52 prayer cards. 
One dollar o f the profit from each 
" Firstfrui ts" calendar goes to the 
Fel lowship o f Christian Farmers. For 
more information about the calendar, 
call 1-800-678-5752 or vis it 
h11p:llstore.yahoo.comlsJ:~tore and 
click on the " Inspirat ional" lin.k. Loren 
hopes people will use the calendars as 
a way to encourage fe llow be lievers or 
to witness to nonbelievers. • 

Ron McClung is District Superintendent 
of the Iowa/Minnesota District of 

The Wesleyan Church. 
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Clyde Dupin Celebrates Half-Century 

I n November 2003, there were 125 
friends from across America who met 
in Gatlinburg, Tennessee-to honor 

crusade evangelist Clyde Dupin, who 
has se,ved in ministry for fifty years and 
founded Clyde Dupin Ministries thirty years 
ago. He has preached, face-to-face, to 
over four million people and conducted 
four hundred crusades. His interdenomi
national ministry has taken him to forty 
different countr ies. At a crusade in Haiti, 
45,000 people attended the final service. 
Clyde has conducted nine crusades in 
Russia, where 37,500 people have made 
decisions for Chris t. He authors a weekly 
newspaper column that appears in one hun
dred newspapers. 

Among the speakers at the recent min
istry celebration in Clyde's honor were 
former Kentucky Governor Jul ian Carroll ; 
Wes Dupin; and Baptist leader, Dr. Clyde 
Martin. There were video messages of con-

special recognition plaque is presented to 
Clyde Dupin (I) by his son, Wes 

gratu lations from Jerry Falwell, Pat 
Robinson, H.B. London, and Adrian 
Rogers-as well as letters from Chuck 
Swindoll, FrankJin Graham, David 
Jeremiah, and many others. 

Dupin's home church senior pastor, Dr. 
Aron Willis-First Wesleyan Church of 
High Point, North Carolina-made 

a special presentation on behalf of President 
George Bush, congratulating Dupin on fi fly 
years in ministry. 

Clyde and his wife, Grace, have been 
lifelong Wesleyans. They have two sons 
and grandsons who serve Wesleyan 
churches as pastors. 

Dupin indicated this weekend celebration 
was one of the highlights of his ministry. His 
son, Wes, says of his father: "Dad has car
ried a burden on his heart as few men that 
I've ever known-a burden for the evange
lization of America and the world." • 

Director/Pastor of Children's Ministries 
Crosswinds Wesleyan Church, a rapidly-growing 
congregation of 1200 in weekend services, is 
looking for an energetic, visionary and creative 
leader for our children's ministries-infant through 
fifth grade. Supervisor of paid and unpaid staff. 
Contemporary style, new facilities, great staff team 
beautiful area. Contact Jack Connell, Senior Pastor, a 

jack@crosswindsonline.org 
Phone 585.394.5857 

3360 Middle Cheshire Rd. 
Canandaigua NY 14424 

Web: crosswindsonline.org 

Could You 
Help Us? 

The Wesleyan Pension Fund, Inc. is requesting your 
assistance in locating any of the following individuals. If you 
know a phone number or address of any one or more of these 
members from the H~sleyan Pension Fund and the Pilgrim 
Pension Plan. please call our office at 800-595-4131. 

Ruth Marilyn Houser 

Curtis Jackson 

Ronald E. Neeley 
Rex L. Bevers 

Frederick H. Baker 

Leroy A. Bimbrook 

Thomas L. Bocox 
James Carder 

Calvin C. Dawes 
Nicho ls N. Fair 

Edwin H. Fe lter 
Lloyd E. Gari nger 

Maynard Hinman 

He nry B. Jones 

Earl A. Jordan, Jr. 
LruTy C. Keiser 

Charles K. Mayfie ld 

Thomas A. McClain 
Orville Pru·ker 

Donald E. Sheets 

Walter E. Skerritt 
L. C. Stewart 
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Edmond T. Storey 

Walter L. Thomas 

Gary R. Webb 

Orland E. West 

Robert I. Lindenberger 

Larry E. Brewer 

Linda Reed 

Benjamin Rodriquez 

Gary M. Noyes 
John E. Watson 

Arthur R. Richards 
David F. Mi ller 

James C. Stan ley 
Lyle R. Williams 

Howard R. Sherrill 

James D. Mullins 
Ralph Moraine 
Richard A. Baldwin 

Kenneth Engle 

James D. Thornton 

James V. Blakemore 

Craig Horton 

Robert A. Whaling 

Hubert Bennett 

Paul H. Gruver 

Earl J. McCandlish 

Charles H. Chaffee 
Donald R. Hi lbrecht 

Rowena Frazier 

Lawrence A. Clare 

JaITett J. Masters 
John W. Hall 
Eddie L. King 

John D. Hundley 

Larry Bittinger 
Chester L. Demint 

LiUona Dickens 

Nancy J . Craft 

Roger L. Belton, Sr. 

Donald L. Keller 
Timothy Knoyer 

Rebecca Lawson 
Bradley Leckey 

Kenneth Stackhouse 

Verno n Brown 

Robert Sander 

Jani ce I. Roberts 
Kristin E. Shannon 

Charles D. McCutcheon 
Will iam Statzer 
Nancy Folkert 

John H. Kratz 

R. Dale Shaw 
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Minister and His Wile 
Share Birth Date 

Last December 5 
was another mutual 
birthday celebration 
for Ernest and 
Pauline Hobbie of 
Huron Wesleyan, in 
South Dakota. It was 
his l oo•h and her 
801

h. Ernest is an 
orda ined minister in The Wesleyan 
Church, having served for over 50 years 
before his retirement in 1976. Even after 
he retired , he volunteered for ministry at 
local nurs ing homes until he was in his 
mid-nineties. He has vivid memories that 
span his lifetime, including remembering 
when the first telephone came out. "That 
was quite a deal ," he recalls. 

Years ago, Ernest met Pauline when 
he accepted an invitation to speak at a 
church where her father was the minister. 
They have been married for 50 years. 

Ed Purcell is the Hobbies ' pastor. 

..... ANNIVERSARY 

Rev. Richard and 
Eula Carr celebrated 
their 501

h wedding 
anniversary on July 19, 
2003, at Central Wesleyan 
Church, Anderson, IN. 

The Carrs have spent 

most of their li ves in the ministry of The 
Wesleyan Church and in the field of edu
cation. They have four children and three 

grandchildren . 

..... NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

JESUS Film Results 
The JESUS Film Partnersh ip with 

Global Partners (Wesleyan World 
Missions) continues to be dramatic. 
Recent fi gures provide the following 
information: 

* 293 showings of the JESUS Film 
* 140,974 people saw the fi lm 
* 24, 149 people came to Christ 
* 895 people enro lled in home 

Bible studies 
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..... DISTRICT NEWS 

Indiana South 
The mayor of Evansv ille proclaimed 

September 10, 2003 as Donald W. 
Simpson Day, in appreciation for 
Donald's outstanding service to the c ity 
and to our nation. 

He has served for many years on the 
disaster response team, including going 
to NY to assist in the aftermath of the 
9/1 1 tragedy. His service to The 
Wesleyan Church includes serving as the 
vice-chairman of Evansville Trinity 
Wesleyan and being a member of the 
District Board of Administration. 

Everett Freels is pastor of the 
church. 

Kentucky 
On Easter Sunday of 2003, Willard 

Wesleyan made a special presentation to 
Zachary Parsons, in recognition of his 
having attended Sunday school for six 
years-without miss ing a Sunday! 
Zachary was awarded a certificate and a 
$ lOO bill. His parents are Kevin and 
Rhonda Parsons . 

David Wilcox pastors the church. 

Zar/wry receii'es all'ard from his pasror (lefr) 
a11d his S1111day school .rnperime11den1. 

Sammy Wilcox (rii hr) 

Cloverport Wesleyan celebrated 75 years 
of service 10 Christ with a praise week
end on November 8 and 9, 2003. 
Festivi ties 
began with 
a concert on 
Saturday 
evening. 
Spec ial guest 

speaker for the Sunday morn ing worship 
service was General Superintendent 
Earle Wi lson. Other guests included 
District Superintendent Glenn Black and 
two former pastors of the church, R. V. 
Gibbs and Philip Zimmerman. 

Larry Eaton serves as pastor of the 
church. 

..... NEWS FROM COLLEGES & SEMINARIES 

Asbury Receives Lilly Endowment 
Asbury Theological Seminary has 

been selected to receive a grant of $2 
million from Indianapolis-based Lilly 
Endowment, Inc. to participate in a 
national program called "Sustaining 
Pastoral Excellence." The program is an 
effort of the Endowment to focus atten
tion and energy on maintaining the high 
caliber of many of the country's pastoral 

leaders. 
Over the past few years, the 

Endowment has put several programs in 
place to encourage current pastors in 
their work. One route has been to estab
lish clergy renewal programs that enable 
pastors and their fam ilies to take some 
time away from pastoral responsibilit ies, 
to replenish their energies and deepen the 
spiritual reservoi rs of the ir m inistries. 

Church Leader to be Visiting 
Professor at OWU 

Oklahoma Wesleyan Univers ity has 
announced that Dr. Lee M. Haines, 
General Superi ntendent Emeritus of The 
Wesleyan Church, will be joining the 
OWU facu lty as Visiting Professor in 
Religion and Phi losophy for the spring 
2004 semester. His serv ice to the Church 
has included teaching, writing, pastoring, 
and 12 years as a General Superintendent 
( 1988-2000). 
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... OBITUARIES 

Cole, Rev. Walter R., 87 
November 16, 2003 

Rev. Cole. Salem, OR, went to 
be with his Lord on November 16, 
2003. His ministry included pas

torates in churches in CO, IA, NE, OR, and WA. 
He was Asst. Dist. Supt. and then Supt. of the 
Northwest District. After his retirement in 1985, 
he remained involved in Northgate Wesleyan 
Church in Salem- leading Bible studies, teaching 
Sunday school, and leading the BYF group. 
among other areas of service. 

He is survived by his wife of 63 years, 
Ruth Ann; one daughter: Janelle (Gary) Shippey: 
two sons: Duane (Evalyn) and Darrell (Mari lyn): 
one granddaughter, four grandsons, and ten 
great grandchildren. 

Graham, Rev. Roger Erwin, 62 
September 17, 2003 

Rev. Graham, McKinleyville. CA. 
died on September 17. 2003. He was 
born November 14. 1940, in Pontiac, 

Ml. Roger was a charter member of Skyline 
Wesleyan Church. After having been a success
ful businessman for most of his adult lif'e. he 
was called into ministry while attending Bonita 
Wesleyan Church and was ordained in July 
200 I. He was pastoring the Wesleyan Church 
of the Redwoods in McKinleyville, at the time 
of his death. 

He is survived by his wife of 39 years. 
Ruth Ann; a son: Kevin (Joanne); a daughter: 
Kimberly (Neal) Casper: and three grandchi ldren. 

Hower, Rev. William J. Sr., 74 
October IS, 2003 

Rev. Hower, Reading, PA. died 
October 15. 2003. He was born 
December 23. 1928. in Frackvi lle. 

PA, to Geary and Hannah Hower. William mar
ried Irene K. Olock, on September 11 . 1948. 

After serving in the U.S. Army. he attended 
Eastern Pilgrim College, receiving a degree 
in theology in 1958. He pastored in several 

WANTED ... 
an Admissions Counselor at a 

Wesleyan/Arminian Bible School, to 
recruit and counsel prospective students. 

write to: Biblical Life Institute, 
927 Freeport Rd., Freeport PA 16229 or 

phone 1-724-295-2464 and ask for Lucille. 
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Wesleyan churches on the Penn-Jersey District, 
including 26 years at Reading Wesleyan, until 
his retirement in 199 1. 

Along with his wife, he is survived by a 
son: Will iam J. Jr.: two daughters: Bonnie Lee 
Ray and Rebecca Lynn Kelly; eight grandchil
dren, eight great grandchildren , and several 
nieces and nephews. 

_.. .... , .~ Jamieson, Rev. Richard La Vern, 75 
October 30, 2003 

Rev. Jamieson. Independence, IA, 
pa5sed away on October 30, 2003. He 
was born on November 8, 1927, in 

Independence. Richard m,mied Margaret Rowell 
in 1949. 

He pastored Wesleyan churches on the IA
MN District for 47 years. served as a chaplain 
for the Civil Air Patrol for 18 years, and as a 
police chaplain in Burnsville. MN for fi ve years. 

Richard was preceded in death by his parents 
and one granddaughter. He is survived by his 
wife of 54 years. fi ve sons, two brothers, one 
sister. and 12 grandchildren. 

Mills, Rev. James H. Jr., 83 
May 23, 2003 

Rev. Mi lls. Crisfield, MD, went to be with his 
Lord on May 23. 2003. He was born in Chester, 
PA . on January 11, 1920, to Mae and James H. 
Mills Sr. He graduated from Houghton College 
in 195 1, and Temple University in 1973. He 
later retu rned to Houghton. serving as a psy
chology professor and dean of student affairs. 
His pastoral min istries included churches in 
MD. NY. PA. and VA. 

Survivors include Betty. his wife of 63 
years; his sons: James C. Mi lls Sr. , Phili p A. 
Mills Sr. . and his daughters: Elizabeth Anne 
Dunham and Ruth A. Swartz. He is also sur
vived by four brothers: Frederic V., Paul R., 
David W .. and John M. 

Mullally, Darlynda Neyman, 39 
ovem ber 14, 2003 
Mrs. Mullally, Byron, GA, went to 

be with the Lord on November 14, 
2003. She graduated from Southern 

Wesleyan University in SC. and went on to 
teach elementary school at Hephzibah Wesleyan 
Academy and a1 the Wesleyan academy in 
Puerto Rico. She was also privi leged to return 
to her birthplace of Sierra Leone. West Africa. 
as a short-term miss ionary. Her parents are 
Shirley and Tommy Joe Neyman (former 
di rector of Hephzibah Chi ldren's Home). 

Darlyncla is survived by Paul. her husband 
of nine years: two children: Jennifer and Megan: 
her parents; 1wo brothers: Fred and Bart Neyman; 
as well as five nieces and nephews. 

Peterson, Rev. Loring H., 81 
September 2, 2003 

Rev. Peterson, Brooksvi lle, FL, died 
September 2, 2003. He was born in Hayward, 
WI, on May 22, 1922, to Elmer and Hilma 
Peterson. Loring attended Marion College and 
Asbury Seminary, and served in the Signal 
Corps during WWII. He married Flossie 
Manker on July 26, 1947. 

They pastored Wesleyan churches in the WI 
District, and Loring later served for ten years as 
the Dist. Supt., and then nearly five years with 
the Billy Graham Organization. Loring con
cluded his pastoral ministry in 199 1, when he 
retired from the Hayward Wesleyan Church. 

Survivors include his wife; a son: Brad; two 
daughters: Marsha Patti son and Renae Ensign: 
eight grandchildren; and one sister: Lavaun 
Buck. 

Preusz, Jessie M., 94 
November 28, 2003 

Mrs. Preusz. fonnerly of Marion. 
IN, died November 28. 2003. in 

Muncie, IN. She was born in Terre Haute. IN, 
to Charles and Alma Tomey Wilson. She mar
ried Rev. T.J. Preusz in December of 193 1. He 
died on January 24, 1997. They ministered in 
numerous Wesleyan churches in IN, fo r a total 
of 4 1 years. 

Surviving are two sons: T. Wayne 
(Marjorie), Kannapolis, NC. and Joe (April), 
Marion; three daughters: Wilmena Pierce. 
Onnond Beach, FL; Prisc illa Bowen, Frankfort, 
IN: Rebecca (Richard) Reece, Muncie; a 
brother: Erma! (Gloria) Wilson, Marion; 
a sister: Luci lle (John) Dean, of Ml; 14 grand
children, 26 great grandchildren, and three 
great-great grandchildren. 

~==:!lilL. Roark, Rev. Carl, 86 
September 30, 2003 

Rev. Roark. Brooksv ille, FL. 
died September 30, 2003. I-le was 

born December 10, 1916. in Delphi , IN. to John 
Wi lliam and Lu la Spitzer Roark. Carl married 
Mary Edna Carter on October 4, 1936. She 
passed away on May 5. 1995 . They are sur
vived by their two children: Ruth Evangeline 
Am1es. Gas City. IN: and Carl David Roark, 
Swayzee, IN; as well as seven grandchildren, 
seventeen great grandchildren. and three greal
great grandchildren. 

He pastored in numerous chu rches in IN, 
serving in Pilgrim Holiness chu rches and 
Wesleyan churches for 43 years. Carl married 
Joy Stopp Shaver on December 6, 1997. She 
presently resides in Brooksville, FL. 

Carl is also survived by his sister: Ruth 
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IN THE NEWS 

• "Morning After" Pills 
Abortion has a frightening 

new name: " Plan B." That 's 
what Barr Laboratories calls 
its brand of a drug bi lled as 
"emergency contraception." 
And now the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) is back
ing a plan that would make the 
pill , which critics say can act 
as an abortifacient [drug that 
induces abortion], available 
without a prescription. 

In December 2003, the FDA 
voted in favor of making Plan 
B available over the counter. 
And though the federal agency 
won't make a final decision 
until early this year, its initial 
approval of the idea makes 
it likely that Plan B will gain 
over-the-counter status, accord
ing to industry experts. 

Pro- life groups argue that 
instead of preventing pregnancy, 
the so-called morning after pil l 
could actually cause abortion 
in some cases. And pro-fami ly 
groups say that making "emer
gency contraception" as readi ly 
available as cough syrup could 
promote promiscuity and prove 
dangerous to women and girl s 
who don ' t use the pills correctly. 

• Teachers' Union Plans 
to Halt Online School 

The most powerful teachers' 
union in MN has targeted an 
Internet-based education 
program initiated as a State
sanctioned alte rnative to the 
traditional classroom model. 
Education Minnesota has filed 
a lawsuit to shut down the 
MN Virnial Academy, an online 
charter school which receives 
funding from the State's 
education department. 

According to the union, 
the MN Dept. of Education 
overstepped its bounds in 
helping fund the program 
because MNVA relies on 
parents rather than trained 

TWA I February 2004 

and certified instructors for 
much of the teaching. The 
union also contends that 
because the State is funding 
MNVA, little State money is 
left for other online schools 
being started by local districts . 
The State's Dept. of Education 
had earlier ruled that MNVA 
meets the State requirement 
that a licensed teacher "assem
ble and deliver" the online 
instructional service. The pro
g ram, using the curriculum and 
management services of K 12 
Inc., is headed by Fornier U.S. 
Education Secretary William 
Bennett. 

www.evangelical-press.com 

• Majority Oppose 
Gay Marriage 

A recent survey found that 
a majority of Americans oppose 
same-sex " marriage" and favor 
amending the Constitution to 
ban such unions. The findings 
of the New York Times/CBS 
News poll revealed the 
fo!Jowing: 

6 I % said they opposed 
gay "marriage," and 55 % 
said they favored a 
constitutional ban. 

• 57% of Democrats said 
they opposed same-sex 
" marriage," and 52% 
favored a constitutional 
amendment. 

• 57% of women opposed 
homosexual marriage, 
and 54% supported a 
constitutional ban. 

71 % of Republicans 
opposed gay marriage, 
and 63% supported a 
national ban. 

Pastors' Weekly Briefing 

Congratulations to the Kernersville Wesleyan Church 
for the addition of the Family Life Center to the 

church campus. This building is being used to reach 
the community with the message of hope and salvation 
through Jesus Christ. Wesleyan Investment Foundation 
provided loan funds and has been a proud partner with 

the church in this project. 

Let us par1ner with you.r church in your 
future expansion! 

WESLEYA, h'NESTMENT 

FOUNDATI01 

Phone: 317-570-5136 • Fax: 317-S4U190 
E-mai I: llif ~ esleJaJLorg 

wn ".sa,·e"ithllif.com 

CLERGY 
MOVE CENTER® 

Endorsed mover for clergy & member families of 

The Wesleyan Church 

Significant Interstate Discount - Guaranteed price estimates 
Intrastate and International Relocation Management 

Customized Personal move counseling 
Quality service since 1905 

For total peace of mind, call our certified move counselors 
Vicki Bierlein, Jean Warnemuende, 

Sunny Sommer 

1-800-248-8313 ---,,,.,. 
ETEVEnS 

"""*1W*le....,llne. 
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Through the ministries of 29 districts and 294 Sunday Schools and churches. Heaven Week 2003 le 
Sunday Schools. and church families who prayed. fasted. trained, and invited people to cc 

District/Churches New Beginnings Leesburg Rock Island Iglesia Vida Nueva 
North Lakeport Liberty Center Wesleyan Community-Elk Grove 

Total Saved Romulus LifeSpring-Medina Wesleyan Community-Oak Lawn 
Russellville Community Lighthouse Wheaton 

ATLANTIC 10 Trinity Mulberry Woodland 
Warrenwoods Napoleon 

Metro Whiteford Nelsonville INDIANA CENTRAL 229 
Norton New Miami Ash Street Sussex EASTERN NEW YORK/ Northview Avon Christian Life Center 

CENTRAL CANADA 36 NEW ENGLAND 51 Norwood Brown's Chapel 
Oak Grove Central-Anderson 

Arnprior Brandon Refuge Tabernacle Central-Elwood 
Community Cobleskill Rittman Colfax 

Hillsdale East Pitcairn Sherrodsville Daybreak Community* 
Wesley Community Ellington Solid Rock East 18th Street Gloversville Stewart Eastlawn CENTRAL NEW YORK 32 Hartford Toronto Evanston Avenue 

Big Flats 
Heuvelton United-Bellaire Evergreen 

Herrickville 
Kingsbury United- Mt. Orab Faith- Frankfort 

North Rome* 
Mooers Wesley Memorial Fall Creek Phoenicia West Chester First Wesleyan- Frankfort 

CHESAPEAKE 24 Springfield Whites Chapel-Coolville First Wesleyan- Knightstown Wesleyan Community Zanesville Fishers burg Capital Willow Community Six other churches 
New Life-Greensboro Fowler 

Roxana FLORIDA 17 ILLINOIS 164 Grant City 
Greentown 

DAKOTA 70 First- Ft. Lauderdale Bridgeport Keystone* 
Good Shepherd Broadview Kirklin 

Abundant Life Largo Clifton Lone Oak 
Birch Ridge Community Peace River Creve Coeur* Main Street 

Bristol Westside Pinellas Park DeKalb Maple Park 
Cornerstone Community Salem Fairfield Memorial-New Castle 
Countryside Community Zephyrhills Faith-Bloomington Memorial Drive-Muncie 

First-Rapid City 
GREATER OHIO 86 

Faith-Rockford North Anderson 
Forsyth First-Decatur Northside 

Harlowton Amesville Bethel First-Urbana Sheridan 
Huron Barnett Ridge Grace (Korean) Southview 

Johnson Corners Bethel Long Heritage-Rock Island* Trinity-Indianapolis 
Mitchell* Calvary-Barberton Hoyne Avenue Trinity-Kokomo 

Terry Chapel Hill-Weirton Hope Union Street 
Tolstoy Chauncey Iglesia Vida Nueva-DeKalb Warren Park 

Tree of Life Crosslink Iglesia Vida Nueva Joliet 
Westside Elmwood Janesville INDIANA NORTH 58 

EAST MICHIGAN 104 Empire Joliet Brookhaven 
Faith Community Lawrenceville Davis 

Bentley First-Chillicothe Lord of the Nations Laketon 
Crossroads Community First- Mansfield Marshall New Life 

First- Monroe Grand Rapids Oblong Warsaw* 
First-Flint Greer Princeton Westview 
Hillside* Hope-Toledo Robinson 



1, women. boys. and girls in making spiritual commitments. Congratulations to the pastors. teachers, 
st. Today. we as Wesleyans around the world salute your vision co reach the lost for Christ. 

INDIANA SOUTH 3 East Gold Street PENN-JERSEY 73 TENNESSEE 11 
Greenwood Hills 

English Iglesia Wesleyana El Buen Samaritano Christ-Milton* First-Clinton 
North Vernon First- Forest City Crossroads First- Nashville 

Sylvania First-Kannapolis First-Bridgeton Iglesia de Restauracion 
Versailles First-Kings Mountain First-Jersey City McEwen 

First-Lenoir Levittown 
IOWA-MINNESOTA 78 First-Mooresville Lighthouse Church of Mountain Top TRI-STATE 20 

Anoka First-Shelby Lititz Caruthersville 

Debra Heights Liberty-Summerfield New Hope Memorial 

Emily Life Spring Pleasant View-Muncy Olive Street 

Grace Maiden Pocono Lake Rock of Faith 

Harvest Community Nebo Rebuck Rogers 

Hope New Covenant Trinity-Allentown Warrenton 

Kingswood North Kannapolis 
SHENANDOAH 40 

Lakeshore Celebration Sandy Ridge WEST MICHIGAN 16 
Living Hope Spring Hill* Asbury Burnips 

Oakdale Trinity-Forest City Christiansburg Willow Community 
Oak Hills United Clearview 

Zumbrota NORTH MICHIGAN 19 
Faith-Salem WESTERN NEW YORK 22 

First-Roanoke 

KANSAS 64 Dice Grace-Martinsburg Cattaraugus Wesleyan Indian Chapel 

Ellsworth Jordantown East Leon 
Clay Center Pinconning Preston First Wesleyan-Falconer 

Harvest Community Levant 
Lakin* Solon Center SOUTH CAROLINA 44 Little Valley 

Wesleyan Community Sterling 

Westview Community PACIFIC SOUTHWEST 53 
Chesnee WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA 18 

Eden 

KENTUCKY 23 Chester El Camino Carriage Hill 

Christ Center Faith First- Shippensburg 
Ashland Heights Christian Faith Fellowship First-Spartansburg Lighthouse 

Carrollton Cornerstone Family First-Easley Penn Run 

Hitchins 
McAndrews 

Crossroads Christian Fellowship Friendship WISCONSIN 6 
Crossroads Community Iglesia Amistad Cristiana Wesleyana 

NORTH CAROLINA EAST 12 
El Cajon Lakeside Sand Lake 

Eskaton Village Community Laurens 

Bagley Swamp Good Shepherd Lyman MISSIONS 
Harmony Christian Fellowship Northeast Solomon Islands 

NORTH CAROLINA WEST 145 High Desert Christian Fellowship Pelzer 

Lawndale Pickens View 
Total: 1528 Cristo Te Llama Startex 

Denver 

*churches with 25 or more 

. 

Is your Sunday Scbool missing? 
Plan and pray now for Beaven Week-October 2004 

Ray Barnwell 

Heaven Week is a ministry of Sunday School and Discipleship Ministries. 



Pure Like Jesus 
by Chila Woychik 

The concept of moral and spiritual 
purity-godliness- in today's soc iety is 
almost unheard of and may seem unat

tainable, if not undesirable. But consider that 
God would not have encouraged us to reach 
for this goal if He knew it would be impos i
ble to obtain or if He did not plan a great 
reward for those who seek to be like Him. 

Original s in began in the Garden of Eden. 
Choosing to disobey God, Adam and Eve 
forfeited their unique, God-given inno
cence--and did so on behalf of all to come 
after them. Mankind 's defiled nature can then 
be trnced through the Old Testament as seen 
in the symbolic rituals God required of His 
chosen people. Persons and " things" had to 
be purified. The Levites, the sanctuary. the 
altar-all required regular, detailed cleansing, 
according to God's laws of holiness and 
purity. The people of the nation of Israel 
were instructed, again and again, to purify 
themselves. There were days of purification 
which had to be strictly observed. 

Impurity has infected every mortal soul. 
God is grieved by our sin, because His 

~ 
HOLINESS 

desire for us is that we live holy lives. 
Whe n we look at the term " purity," we 
need to be reminded that it means be ing 
clean. lt can apply to moral , physical. or 
spiritual cleanliness. 

External (physical) purity is the easiest to 
achieve. It can range from good hygiene
all the way to the avoidance of obvious out
ward s ins. Things such as stealing, ly ing, or 
murder are concepts most of us are trained to 
avoid, from our earliest childhood. But God 
is concerned about things beyond outward 
signs of purity. 

Internal cleansing is God 's primary 
concern. But th is inward c leansing is 
impossible without the spiritua l purification 
that takes place when we totally yield our 
lives to Jesus Christ. This is nothing we 
can do on our own. IL is the blood of Jesus 
that c leanses us from all s in. A new birth, 
a spiritual one, is necessary for true purity 
of hea11. 

Upon salvation, God provides the initial 
cleansing of our unregenerate condition. He 
forgives us of all of our confessed s ins. But 
there is more. We are then encouraged to 
keep ourselves pure, to avoid evil , and to 
draw our strength to do so from the Lord. 
This life of hol iness is something God calls 
each and eve1y one of His children to. 

~ ..... 're invited to 
f. amily Reunion* 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

*Also known as General Conference 2004 
June 19-23, Grand Rapids Convention Cente 

What is one specific evidence that we 
have impuri ty in our heait? James 4:8 caJls it 
·'double-mindedness.'' This re fers to a partial 
commitment to God, which produces a 
spiritually-divided allegiance. Because we 
have not pledged ourselves totally to God, we 
find ourselves making excuses for not follow
ing Him in complete obedience. And we can 
count on this: A decline in God 's power and 
presence in our Life is the consequence. 

We are all s tained with the same stripe 
of sin. But there is hope in Jesus alone, 
who can thoroughly "scrub" us heart-deep. 
And that includes attitudes, speech, 
thoughts, and more . There is nothing that 
compares with being clean, from the inside 
out, as God origina lly inte nded. 

God 's Word is a cleansing stream (Eph. 
5:26), and His desire for us is that we be 
holy and blameless-and that can only be 
accomplished if the Holy Spirit lives within 
us, as He purifies us from anything that 
might cloud our reflection of Christ. 

Lord, use Your Holy Spirit as fine, abra
sive sand to bring gemle buffing, to restore 
luste1; to polish to a brilliant image-the 
image of Jesus Christ-pe1fected in holi
ness. Lord, I want to be pure. • 

Chila Woychik is a freelance wri1er 
from Shellsburg, IA. 

J'Get out the scrapbooks 

J'Bring your old yearbooks 
w~i;k:,,m 

J'Gatlter y our /\ family t•icture 

In jus1 a few months, The Wesleyan Church 

fami ly will be meeling in Grand Rapids , 

Michigan for a time of sharing old memories 

and building brand new ones. General 

Conference is more 1han Greai Inspirational 

Rallies. Helpful Exhibi1s, and World lmpac1ir 

General Business Sessions. It 's a lime for 
renewing acquaintances. It's a lime for 

reminiscing about God's blessings in the 
various churches. camp mec1ings. colleges. 

and conve111ions where we have mel before. 

And it 's a lime 10 expect brand new ones! 
Pray for the moving of Gocf's Spiril in a new 

way upon lhe hundreds of delegates- and 

lhousands of anencfees- who will be meeting 
in Grand Rapids 1his June. 

P.S. No family gathering is complete without 

every family member being !here. V 
So t~'I! C,,Or/1~ 
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After twenty- two years of continuous 
service I had to leave the ministry. 
No, neither my wife nor I have 

been unfaithful. Pornography is not an 
issue. Al l of our financ ial obligations 
are curre nt. None of the salacious and 
sensational applies. l had to leave the 
ministry due to recurrent major depres
s ive disorder (MDD). 

~& , 
MINISTRY 

ln my fight to overcome depression, 
I am learning several important 
lessons. 

First-Challenge haunting 
self-talk. 

You must. You ought. You 
should. Always. Never. 
Irrational beliefs and what 

Overcoming 
by Jay Shuck 

Depression is more than just "the 
blues." It is a persistent feeling of 
sadness or loss of interest in nearly all 
activities for more than two weeks 
(DSM IV). Recurrent MDD involves 
more than two such episodes, plus four 
or more of the fo llowing symptoms: 
changes in appetite, weight, or s leep; 
fatigue, fee lings of worthlessness, guilt, 
or shame; difficulty thinking, concentrat
ing, or making decis ions; and recurrent 
thoughts of death or suicidal ideation 
(DS M IV). According to the Mayo 
Clinic web s ite, contributing factors 
to depression include the follow ing: 
heredity, stress, medications, illnesses, 
personality, alcohol, nicotine, drug 
abuse, diet, and loss. Othe r factors 
inc lude hostility, anger, poor social 
networks, a lack of control over one's 
personal c ircumstances, and perfectioni s
tic thinking. 

In the past, those of us with depression 
were often suspect. "Sin is the cause," 
Job 's comfoners said. "You lack faith," 
was the second stanza. Songs about be ing 
happy all the time and s inging " We should 
never be discouraged" only added to our 
anguish. We suffered in silence, often 
questioning our spiritual standing and 
frequenting the altar during revivals, 
camp meetings, and penetrating sem1ons. 
Thankfully, we have learned that depres
sion is often an illness like diabetes or any 
other pers istent affliction not attributable 
to a spiritual lapse. 
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Albert Ellis calls "demandingness" 
cause stress and frus trntion. 

Second-Accept God's grace. 
Trying to please God through works 

is a direct route to depression. The 
Galatians were entangled in a yoke of 
bondage (Gal. 5: I) because of " works 
righteousness." The only way to please 
God is in and through Jesus Christ. 

Third-Acknowledge limitations. 
In my perfectionistic thinking, what 

I call internal legal ism, I fe lt I had to 
work 60 hours a week, be on time 
(usually ahead of time), rarely make 
grammatical errors, never allow the 
congregation to see me discouraged, and 
always be a tower of strength on which 
everyone could re ly. " I can do all things" 
was my motto. (Yes, I misquoted the 
verse and left out the most important 
part- through Christ who gives me 
strength). l fa iled Lo acknowledge that 
even Jesus took breaks From ministry, 
grew weary, and needed rest. 

Fourth-Get help early and as often 
as needed. 

For each of the above symptoms and 
causes of depression, there is an effecti ve 
treatment available. It is critical to seek 
help if depression persists. Suicide is 
a leading cause of death among the 
depressed. Despair is also a great 
temptation for the depressed Christian. 
Despair is not only dangerous physically, 
but also devastating spiritually. Without 

hope, we are lost. Indeed, hope is an 
anchor for the soul (Heb. 6: 19). 

Fifth-You are not alone. 
Job was depressed after his devastating 

losses. Elijah experienced depression from 
exhaustion and disappointment. He even 
prayed to die. The great Baptist pastor 
and teacher, Charles Spurgeon, wrote 
about personal depression. David 
Brainerd, missionary to Native Americans, 
woke up from depressed-induced sleep, 
not knowing what day it was. I do not take 
comfort in the ir misery; I take courage 
that people of God have found a way 
to mini ster and endure, despite personal 
mental health issues. They also heard 
God 's "still , small voice" through the 
g loom and desperation of severe 
depress ion. 

Although I am currently limited in 
what I can do in the ministry, the call of 
God still bums on my soul. Sennons come 
that I hope to deliver. The des ire to pastor 
and minister is very much alive. Someday, 
wi th God's he lp, I will again return to 
full-time ministerial service and answer 
"aye" to the ministeri al roll call. • 

Jay Shuck is now doing well in his recovery 
and is pursu ing a Master 's of Education 

in Counseling. 
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PERSON ;l\;s TIMON Y 
by Kerry A. Rainey 

With the 

ol a 

I 
was excited about re turning 
to Guatemala, for another 
mission trip. We had our team 
organi zed, plane tickets had 
been purchased, and building 

plans were finalized. 
A year earl ie r, we had completed a 

relat ively small project of constructing 
a roof for an open-ai r sanctuary to 
handle the growth of the Wesleyan 
church there. Due to the explosive 
growth of the church, this time we 
faced a much bigger challenge. We 
needed to enlarge that same structure, 
but we were also committed to starting 
construction on a larger, permane nt, 
concrete structure . This would require 
much more money, and so the overrid
ing task seemed to be to find a way 
to raise several tens of thousands of 
dollars . 

busy talking, and didn 't pay much 
attention to his writi ng, but after 
awhile, I noticed that he had been 
writing for a curious ly long length 
of time. 

Finally, he brought the check to 
me-in the amount of $500- and, 
wi th a sense of pride, announced that 
his wri ting seemed to be getting bette r. 
As l looked at hi s check and saw the 
comparatively poor writing, I was 
suddenly reminded of the reason 
he had taken so long and why his 
writing was so poor. The stroke that 

Kerry and his wife . Terri 

as I prayed fo r our Guatema la mission 
trip and remembered the check I had 
recently received from this man. I 
knew that he would give anything if 
he could still take part in mission trips. 
I was thankful that he could be a part 
of this ministry, despite his stroke. 
I was immediately convinced that I 
could do no less than he had done, 
so I comm itted to g iving another 
$500 myself. 

Hi s example was simple 
and direct and pure; it made 
my decision equally as s im-

1 pie and practical. I saw no 
way I could do anything 
less than hi s example. 

After a ll , when you see 
Christ lived out this way, 
it changes you. Especially 
in this case, when that 
person-Nathan Rainey-

I decided to ask a few people if 
they would like to contribute to the 
mission, and was pleased that several 
responded with generous gifts. One 
older gentleman indicated that he and 
his wife certainly wanted to contribute . 
They had previously served for over 
ten years in short-term construction 
ministTies a ll around the United 
States-until they had to give it up, 
due to health reasons. One day, as I 
was visiting them, he went to his desk, 
to write a check for the mission. I was 

he had experienced a 
couple of years ago had 
severely affected his right 
side , and it was a struggle 
to write at a ll. A sense of 
overwhelming admiration 
swept over me as I again 
recognized the depth of 
his commitment to the 
cause of Jesus Christ. I 
had known him aU my life, 
and he had been the most 
faithful giver iniaginable 

awhor's far her. Narha11 is your father. • 
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to the church- both of his time 
and money. 

As I was walking and praying a 
few days later, I was strongly affected 

Kerry Rainey serves as 
senior pas1or of Grace Community 

Wesleyan Church, Medford, OR. 
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/\ fter college, a young person will seek a career. 

fi And as important as a job is, it is only one 

aspect of a person. Life encompasses so much more 

- family, personal growth, living for a purpose, 

and especially our faith in Jesus Christ. College 
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by Norman G. Wilson, General Editor 

The Spirit's Search for Life 
After a journey of some 47 million miles, a golf-cart 

sized robot named Spirit landed on Mars. It has 

been sending back to earth spectacular pictures of the 

rocky, dusty surface of the "Red Planet. " One of the 
assignments of this technological marvel is to 

search for signs of life. Cartoonists have a history 

of portraying creatures from Mars, landing in a cow 

pasture-startling a farmer with the line, "Take me 

to your leader." With an average surface temperature 

of -67° Fahrenheit, the Spirit is not apt to encounter 

any life form that could engage in such an intelligent 

conversation. 
Now the President wants to send a manned mission 

to Mars. I 'm not sure why, but when the time comes 
to sign up for the trip, the number of available 
candidates will probably outnumber the presidential 

hopefuls of 2004. I will not be among them, but I do 
understand this anti-gravitational pull that tugs 
on the imaginations of explorers. In his newspaper 
column "Front Porch," my son, Larry, described it 

recently. He said, " It is what drove Columbus to sail 
west, and Perry to trek north, and Wright to soar up, 
and Cousteau to dive down, and Gagarin to blast off, 
and Armstrong to touch down. The world became 
smaller every time, and we became larger. There is 
no question but that we will go to Mars eventually. 
If we can see a place, we must reach for it. Cats can ' t 

tolerate a closed door. Dogs strain at the end of every 
leash. Horses kick against stalls, champ at bits, and 
jump fences. And human beings cannot withstand 
the gravitational pull of something they can see but 
not touch. " 

Whether or not the Spirit finds even some micro
scopic form of li fe on Mars is of only slight interest 
to me and offers nothing that I can see of eternal 
consequence. It is the probe of the Holy Spirit's 
search for life on earth that concerns me. 

Just as the signals from Mars sent by the Spirit are 
at times c lear, vivid pictures of what could have once 

been a lake bed, at other times falt ering, and-at the 

present writing- failing completely, so the pictures 
ev idencing the work of The Spirit on earth are varied 
and confusing. F rom places as unlikely as the depths 
of Afri ca, from the heart of what President Reagan 
called the "evil empire," even from C hina, the remain
ing stronghold of communism, there are clear, vivid , 
encouraging signs of the Holy Spirit 's work. The 
number of converts in Africa during the last decade 
may surpass anything witnessed in the heyday of 
missionary endeavors. When the first crack was 
evidenced in the Bamboo Curtain, reports filtering 
out of mainland China indicated that the Christian 
Church had not only survived the Red purge, it had 

actually thrived. 
It is when examining the evidences of The Spirit 's 

work in the west that the signals falte r. Turn the 

searching eye on Eng land, and you can still find fossil 
remains of the Wesleyan rev ival, hear the echoes of 
Bunyan, and see the footprints of Livingston, Carey, 
and Taylor. In America, the trails of Asbury and his 
circuit riding brothers who crisscrossed the frontier 
with the gospel are still vis ible. The reverberation of 
two great awakenings can still be felt. 

Are these-like the ridges in the red dust of Mars
proof of life, or simply tracks left by time, signifying 

nothing? 
When Jesus looked down across the ages and saw 

what many believe to be our day, He asked, "When I 
come, will I find faith on the ea11h?" The answer to 
His question rests in the hands of a Wesley, whom God 
may be calling today to a heartwarming experience; 
a young Asbury, whom the Lord may send to a new 
frontier; or a Bunyan , who may make hi s mark from a 
dark, damp prison. ft is through people such as these
who are willing to lose the ir lives for the sake of the 
gospel, that The Spirit maintains life on earth. • 



A Personal Einstein 

Albert E inste in is said to have written, " If 
something is in me which can be called 

re ligious, then it is the unbounded admiration 
for the structure of the world so far as our 
science can reveal it." Someone wiser than 
he wrote, The earth is the LORD's, and 
everything in it, the world, and all who live 
in it;for he founded it upon the seas and 
established it upon the waters (Ps. 24: 1-2). 

Obviously, there a re some things that 
neithe r Einste in nor his scientist associates 
understood about life or science. They 
cannot be satisfactorily separated from fa ith . 

It is said that Einste in didn ' t be] ieve in a 
personal God. That's too bad-because 
God believed in a personal Einstein. Every 
chromosome in the scientist's body bore the 
marks and mercy of God. And God's only 
Son was offered on the altar for the scientist's 
soul. Einstein 's greatest discovery was only a 
prayer away. And the answers that he searched 
for in the dusty pages o f manuscripts blos
somed like evening sta rs in the pages of 
scripture. 

Science and faith are not enemies if, 
togethe r, they clasp the hand that fom1ed 
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Scientists 
anciTheir God 
y Charles Colson 

0 n the first day of class at the 

Univers ity of California at 
Berkeley, Dr. Henry F. Schaefer, 

1as lecturing 680 freshman chemistry 
tudents. When he cued his assistant 

) demonstrate a crucial concept, the 
ssistant wasn ' t ready. Desperate to 
void ·'dead air," Schaefer ad-libbed a 

)ke- in which he mentioned having 

een in church the previous Sunday. 
:y then his assistant was ready, and 

chae fe r resumed hi s lecture. 
But after class, about fifty students 

ned up to talk to him. What was a 
cience professor doing in church? 
)ne student remarked that a favorite 
1igh school chemistry teacher had 
aught with great certainty that it was 
mpossible to be a practicing chemist 
nd a Christian. What did Schaefer 
,ink? He gave a short reply, but didn ' t 
ave time to answer fully. 

The students in line overheard that 
onversation, and one asked if he would 
~cture on why a chemistry professor 
,ould believe in God. And so, God 
sed that brief exchange in 1984 to 
,rod Schaefer into preparing " Scientists 
nd Their Gods," a lecture he has deli v
red on campuses worldwide and now 
ppears as part of his outstanding new 
,ook Science and Christianity: Conflict 
•r Coherence? 

Henry Schaefer is an ideal person to 
nswer skeptics. First, he once was one. 
:urthermore, he has been nominated 
everal times for a Nobel Pri ze, so no 
,ne can say he's no t a top scientist. Plus, 
1e communicates on a popular level, 
naking a profound case clearly, simply, 
nd spiced with humor. 

In the lecture " Scientists and The ir 
}ods," Schaefer quotes a striking state
nent from physicist Robert Griffiths: "If 
ve need an atheist for a debate, I go to 
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the phi losophy department. 
The phys ics department 
isn ' t much use." 

Schaefer 's 
argument, 
you see, is 
that being 
a scientist 
doesn't 
necessarily 
make one 
an atheist. 
Allan Sandage, 
for example, 
considered the 
world 's greatest 
li ving cosmolo
gist, says, 
"The world is 
too complicated 
in all its parts 
and interconnec
tions to be due to 
chance alone. I am 
convinced that the exis
tence of life with all its 
order .. . is simply 
too well put together." 

Or take Nobel laureate Charles 
Townes. He said, "To me, God is per
sonal yet omnipresent- a great source of 
strength, who has made an enormous 
difference to me." Even the atheist 
Nobel laureate Richard Feynman admit
ted, "Many scientists do believe in 
both science and Goel ... in a per
fectly consistent way." 

Sigma Xi, the international honor 
society for scientific and engineering 
research, polled its members about reli
gion and found that 4 1 percent of Ph.D. 
scientists reported that they attended 
church on a typical Sunday. Another sur
vey found 52 percent of biologists 
identifying themselves as Christians. 
M.l.T. professor Alan Lightman adds, 
"Contrary to popular myth, scientists 

appear 10 have the same range of 
attillldes about re ligious matters as 
does the general public.·• 

That's why I ' m so grate fu l to Henry 
Schaefer, the distinguished scientist and 
professor at the University o f Georg ia, 
for his contribution in his book. One 
reviewer says the book "attempts to woo 
readers to Christ, not beat them over the 
head." To obtain your copy, call us here 
at BreakPoint (l-877-322-5527). 

Do science and Christianity conflict? 
Not at all , and Henry Schaefer prov ides 
many scientific ev idences of their per
fect coherence. • 

From BreakPoinl , 1/5/04 ©2004 
Reprinted wilh permission of 

Prison Fellowship Ministry 
P.O. Box 17500, Washington, O.C. 20041-7500 
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Hebrews 4:12 states: For the 
word of God is living and active. 
Sha1per than any double-edged 
sword, it penetrates even to divid

ing soul and spirir,joints and marrow; 
it judges the thoughts and attitudes of 
the heart. Can science do that? Well, we 
find many scientists and philosophers 
denying that there is such a thing as a 
soul, a mind, or a spirit. So, to divide 
soul and spirit certainly cannot be done, 
according lo them. 

Whal can sc ience do? Of course, 
that depends on whom you ask, but 
there is lillle doubt that in Western cul
ture, science often seems to have the 
final word on any subject. We think of 
science as being objective, neutral, and 
universal. Believers and unbelievers 
alike hold science in the highest esteem. 
Aren' t our lives better off clue 10 modern 
technology, which is based on science? 
We are now able l.o avoid and cure 
many diseases, repair heart va lves, use 
electrical power, fly to the other end of 
the world, and so on. Because of this 
success of science, we trust the sword 
of science lo prov ide us with "truth." 
Bui though science may generally bet ter 
our li ves and give us understanding 
about the workings of the physical 
universe, does it provide for anything 
besides materia li sm? Is there any room 
for the "supernatural," or is the other 
side of the sword cutting off a most 
essential part of our being'? 
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Having attended 
quite a few conferences 
on "Science and 
Religion," it seems 
clear to me that many 
contributors are trying 
to "save," as it were, 
" religion'' in the wake 
of the advance of science 
- religion bei ng more an 
academic discipline rather 
than a life of devotion 10 

God. They generally seem 
lo accept (neo-) Darwinian 
evolution as an undisputable 
fact, with the assumptions 
that the physical world is 
self-sustaining and fully 
understandable by human 
beings. Accordingly, the uni
verse can be explained using 
observation and reason alone. Each 
effect has a natural cause. So, what 
about God? ls He, like humans, bound 
fully by natural laws that limit His Free 
Wi ll? Many think they have found a place 
for God's act ions in the world in quantum 
mechanics and/or chaos theory. In these 
theories, predictabili ty is fundamentally 
limited and the physical uni verse conse
quently opens itself up to true randomness. 
God then somehow manipulates seem
ingly chance occurrences to accomplish 
His will. Others take this a step 

further, arguing that even 
God does not know what will 
happen next. 

Does it really matter what we 
think about some of these issues? 
Does it make a d ifference to our 

faith whether we believe neo
Darwinian evolution has occurred or 
not? Yes, I think it is of the utmost 
importance, but unfortunately many 

seem to feel that they have no choice 
but to accept the verdicts of science. I 
hear some sincere Christians rationalize 
that they have to accept evolution, since 
it has been "shown·· as hav ing occurred 
beyond the shadow of a doubt. 1, for one, 
remain fi rmly conv inced that is a myth. 

1 f Darwinian evolution occurred, the 
foss il record should unambiguously 
show this, but as Stephen J. Gou ld 
pointed out in his book The Structure of 
Evolution, "Every paleontologist 
knows" about the many and major gaps 
in the foss il record . Besides the apparent 
lack of defi nitive support from the fossi I 
record, I have never yet seen any theo
retical model that shows that evolution, 
as commonly taught, possibly cou ld 
have occurred. It is true that our know!-
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edge is limited, but as of today, the answer to the two important ques
tions-whether it did happen and whether it could have happened
remains an overwhelming no . Evolutionary biologists seem to have an 
overly simplistic idea of the nature of " reality." 

At present, one of the hot disciplines of great interest is neuroscience. 
Scientists are trying to understand humans from human biology, specifically 
the brain. Humans are thus reduced to chemical reactions and quantum 
states in the brain. The notion that there is such a thing as a mind, heart, or 
soul , is quickly dismissed. Many are blaming Renee Desca11es for promot
ing a mind-body d uality simi lar to the ideas in ancient Greek philosophical 
writings. It is often pointed out that this idea of a duality did not get firn1 
support in Christianity until Augustine. According to Jesus, however, we 
should not fear those who can kill the body; rather, we should fear the 
One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are we to believe that 
He also was influenced by Greek thinking? 

The denial of any kind of duality is a g reat challenge we are facing. 
Behaviors are being justified o n the grounds of genetic influences and on 
chemical or e lectrical effects on brain function. Can there be any question 
about w hat kind of challenges and confl icts we wi ll be facing in the near 
future? Observing the ordinatio n of a prac tic ing homosex ual b isho p in 
the Episcopal Church rem inds us that we will modify w hat we be lieve to 
suit what we want and, if need be, we wi ll j ustify our actions by calling 

on science. 
One could ask, " Well , what about li fe afte r death? Will God have to 

reassemble our molecules, o r is the re just no ind ividual salvation? What 
is there to be saved anyway? Does it make any d ifference what we do 
whi le in this tent, o ur earthly body? What is s in and what does it mean 
that the consequence of sin is death?" More impo rtant , perhaps, than so 
many of these questions is w hethe r God intervenes in o ur lives and in the 
affairs of societies as a who le . Do we need some soph isticated physics to 

justify or deny that? 
f believe that some of these questions are the result of what is often 

lost-to the shame of many churches-which is the receiving of the 
Spirit. A cloud of witnesses on the one hand surrounds us, but do we our
selves experience His working in our li ves? If we do not have a measure 
of fai th and le t Him cleanse our hearts freely, we will remain as lost in 
our thinking about these issues as any unbeliever. We will be tossed to 
and fro and remain in powerless uncertainty. I believe it is important for 
many of us to be informed about the questions being raised. If we have 
no solid biblical answers to some of the questions people are facing 
today, we will be out of touch and could be largely irrelevant. 

Western Europe probably embraced worldviews influenced by mod
ern science more readil y and complete ly than we in the USA . Having 
grown up in T he Netherlands and having traveled extensively in Europe, 
it is clear to me that the influence of Christianity on European cultures 
today is quite insignificant. Science has he lped most o f us prosper 
materially, but we are finding o urselves bankrupted because we now 
are serving science and technology rather than what lasts-a personal 
re latio nsh ip with the Creato r and a circumc ised heart. 

We do not have to be intimidated by science or let science rob us o f 
our confidence in God and the s implic ity of the gospel; rather, we must 
let God's Spirit open our eyes and let ourselves be filled with His 
Spirit, so that we may discern the spirit o f the age. T he stakes are too 
high to remain complacent. • 
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Willem P. Yan De Merwe is a Professor of Phys ics 
at Indiana Wesleyan University. 

A History of 
Faith Science 
"Jesus Christ ... Let me never be separated from Him. 
We keep hold of Him only by the ways taught in the 
gospel . .. total submission to Jesus Christ." 

Blaise Pascal (1623-1662) 
scientist noted for work in physics, hydrostatics, vacuums

inventor of mechanical calculator 

"From a knowledge of His work, we shall know Him
Christ's passion, His death, His resurrection and 
ascension, and all of those wonderful works which 
He did during His stay upon earth, in order to confirm 
mankind in the belief of His being God as well as man. " 

Robert Boyle (1627-1691) 
one of the founders of modem chemistry- personally financed the 

translation of the Bible into Irish.Turkish, and Arabic 

"Speculations? I have none. I am resting on certainties. 
A Christian finds his guide in the Word of God, and 
commits the keeping of his soul into the hands of God." 

Michael Faraday (1791-1867) 
inventor of the electric generator and the transformer-elder in 

his church for over 20 years 

"Education without religion is in danger of substituting 
wild theories for the simple commonsense rules of 
Christianity." 

Samuel Morse (1791-1872) inventor of the telegraph
sent the first message by the electric telegraph: 

"What hath God wrought?" 

"The more I study nature, the more I stand amazed at 
the work of the Creator." 

Louis Pasteur (1822-1 895) 
"Father of Microbiology"-developed pasteurization 

"Without my Savior, I am nothing. I love to think of nature 
as an unlimited broadcasting station, through which God 
speaks to us every hour, if we will only tune in." 

George Washington Carver (1864-1943) agricultural chemist
inventor of 300 products, including the peanut 

"Scientific concepts exist only in the minds of men. 
Behind these concepts lies the reality which is being 
revealed to us, but only by the grace of God." 

Wernher Von Braun (1912-1977) 
first Director of NASA- pioneer of space exploration 
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G E N E R A L 

(I 10 r) Thomas E. Armiger. 
Earle L. Wilson . David W. Holdren 

T
he style of worship is a heavil y
debated topic today with in the 
Church. For some folks, a reforma
tion of worship is occurring; while 

for others, it is perceived as a revolution 
that arouses controversy. In a consumer
oriented culture, we often judge worship 
by "What 's in it for me? What can I get 
out of worship?" We tend to evaluate 
worship sole ly by our individual prefer
ences. The encounter Jesus had with 
the Samaritan woman gives us some 
instruction regarding worship. In His 
response to the Samari tan woman, 
regarding where to worshi p, Jesus states 
in John 4:23-24-Y ei a 1i111e is coming 
and has now come when !he !rue wor
shipers will worship !he FG!her in spiri1 
and truth.for 1hey are the kind of wor
shipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, 
and his worshipers must worship in spiril 
and in truth. 

Worshit> is our response to God 
Himself. True worshi p foc uses on God 
first- not man 's need or want. Jesus 
was saying to the Samaritan woman it 
is who you worship, not where or how 
you worship! Are we in our churches 
focusing too much on the "how" of wor
ship instead of the "Who" of worship? 
Are we really worshiping God if we 
are not thinking about Him? Worship is 
simply our response of all that we are, to 
all that He is. Chri stian worship is God 's 
revelation of Himself in Jesus Christ and 
man's response through Jesus Christ. He 
is the substance of our worship. 
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Our Worship Focus ... 
What It Should Be 

Worship is our response guided in 
spirit and in truth. Our Heavenly 
Father is seeking true worshipers ... 
those who worship in spirit and in truth. 
The implication is that there is such a 
thing as false worship or a worship unre
lated to truth. One could have spirit 
without tru th, and it qu ickly becomes 
heresy. Or someone could have truth 
wi thout spirit, and it becomes a wooden 
orthodoxy without any heart. However, 
true worship is both truth and spirit com
bined to focus on Christ. This provides 
the balance for our worship today. True 
worship is defined not by methodology, 
style, or presentation, but that which is 
done in spirit and balanced in truth. 

Worship is our response structured in 
a variety of patterns, yet allowing for 
a diversity of expression. Worship must 
have variety, for it is presumptuous lo 
think that there is only one patte rn of 
worship. However, the variety of worship 
patterns should not take away the unified 
flow of worship structured around spirit 
and tru th. Our worship styles must 
maintain the balance of adaptability
while maintaining church familiarity; 
spontaneity-while maintaining struc
ture; simplic ity-while maintaining 
depth. We are all familiar with the 
tension between the trad itionali sts of 
structure and the contemporary spirited 
forms of worship. Both groups need to 
be cautioned, for neither positi on alone 
provides the proper balance. We need the 
wide range of diversity to provide the 

by ·rhomas E. Armiger 

depth to our worship experiences. 
Appropriate music in the church, no 
matter what the culture or age grouping, 
is music that helps the worshiper focus 
on God-who He is and what He has 
done and is doing. What the words say 
is just as important as how the music 
makes one feel. In other words, worship 
is not only our emotion, but also our 
intellect and will, as well . True worship 
must exhibit emotional response, inte l
lectual acknowledgement of truth, and 
application of truth with willful obedi
ence. All the elements of worship must 
be connected creatively to enhance the 
total focus to bring people into the very 
presence of God. Even though worship 
will have a diversity of expression and 
a variety of patterns (affecting emotion, 
will , and inte llect), there needs to be 
the continuous flow of bringing people 
face-to-face with God. 

Worship is our response to the trans
forming power of His presence. The 
Samaritan woman was transformed by 
her encounter with Jesus, and we, too, 
can be transformed as we experience the 
power of His presence in worship. When 
we gather in His name, He promises to 
be there. When we pray in His name, He 
promises to answer. And when we seek 
Him, He will respond-for the Father 
seeks out those who worship Him in 
spirit and in truth. • 

March 2004 I TWJ 



Reg ion a I Leadership 
Development Events 

for2004 

Purpose 
• to continue the focus on the development 

of leaders 
• to learn from strategic resource persons 
• to motivate through reports of LDJ 

participants 
• to share the quadrennial vision and 

strategies for reaching our goals 

Dates & Sites 
September 27-28 Central Wesleyan Church
Holland, Michigan 

October 4-5 Eastern Hills Wesleyan Church
Williamsville, New York 

October 7-8 Wesleyan World Headquarters
Indianapolis, Indiana 

October 25-26 Skyline Wesleyan Church
San Diego, California 

November 4-5 First Wesleyan Church
High Point, North Carolina 

November 8-9 Cedar Valley Community Church 
-Waterloo, Iowa 

Schedule 
Convene 
Adjourn 

2:00 p.m. on opening day 
4:30 p.m. following day 

Resource Speakers 
• Gene Woods-pastor of Grace Church in 

Glendora, CA, and author of Leading 
Turnaround Churches 

• Gil Steigletz-former pastor; present district 
superintendent in Northern California 
Evangelical Free Church; leads the fastest 
growing district in his denomination; and 
conducts "Leaders Shop," a leadership 
development seminar. 

• General Superintendents and 
General Officers 

Persons Invited 
District leaders 
Pastors 
Local church leaders 

Helping Each Other be Effective 
Leaders of Healthy Churches 

- Ken Heer, WJ Coordinator 
E-mail: beerk@wesleyan.org 
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Why 
Settle 

for Half? 
No matter how 

you say it 

or slice it, 

half is half. 

Half is never whole. 

Have you ever wondered 

why people settle for half? 

Some would say, " It's better than 

nothing." But why settle for half 

when there's more? It 's called 

Sunday School. 

Make your Sunday experience 

whole by connecting with a class 

or group. 

Sunday School is the 
other half of Sunday. 

Tlbovi& 
l3iyond 

R.§ (e,va n t 
Creati'()e 

(fun 

Wesleyan Women 
Breakfast 

at 

GE NE RAL CO N F E RE NCE 

Amway Grand Hotel 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Monday, June 21 
7:00-8:15 a.m. 

$20.00 

(i11c/11des pocket of resources 011d free gifts) 

Register online: www.wesleyan.org/women 
E-mail: ww@wesleyan.org 
Call: 317.774.7974 
Mail completed form and payment co: 

Wesleyan Women 
PO Box 50434 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 

~ ---------------------------------· 
(Tear off and send in if registering by mail.) 

Address 

Cicy _ _ ___ _ Scace, _ _ _ _ 

Zip 

E-mail address 

Number attending _ ____ _ _ 

Payment included--- ----

Ray E, Barnwell Sr. D Cash 
General Director D Check 
Sunday School & 
Discipleship Ministries D Visa / MC # - - - - - - - -

Expiration date - - --- - --

sundayschool@wesleyan.org Reservations will be confirmed 

Wesleyan Women Breakfast 
General Conference 
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Local Church Reading Program: 

T rinity Wesleyan 
Church in 
Salisbury, North 

Enduring School Success he or she relates 
to others. The 

Carolina has recently started a new, 
effective outreach program-"Students 
at T1inity Achieve Responsibility and 
Success" (S.T.A.R.S). 

Pastor Ernest Mullins shared a vision 
with his church of offering a tutoring 
program for school-aged children, to 
assist them as they progress through the 
school year. Realizing that there were 
a number of certified teachers in the 
church congregation, the idea for a qual
ified tutoring program as a 
ministry was born. 

The pastor and committee began to 
evaluate the link between achievement in 
the classroom and children at risk. This 
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program creates the opportunity for 
teachers in the church to use their gifts 
to help students who may be struggling 
in specific course areas. They recognized 
that, many times, how well a child does 
in school contributes to positive self
image and determines how successfully 

His love Music Director Serves for music 
goes back to 

his youth and is a 
legacy that he and 
hi s wife, Bobette, 

for Almost 44 Years 
G ten Wilkinson was honored on 

Januruy 25, 2004, for his long-time 
service as music director at Mr. 

Zion Wesleyan Church, New Castle, 
Indiana. He began in this volunteer posi
tion in 1960, accepting the responsibilities 
that had previously been held by his 
mother-in-law, La Vergne Griffin. 

At the beginning of the Sunday 
morning worship time on the day of 
his special recognition, Glen was called 
to the platform to assist in leading the 
congregational singing. Since he had 
"retired" from this position just a few 
weeks beforehand, he wasn't sure why 
he was called forward to direct the 
music. But as he approached the pulpit, 
20 or so of his fami ly members came 
into the sanctuary, to surpri se him, 
along with his church fam ily. 
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have passed along to their children and 
grandchildren. Glen's talents have been 
extended to youth choirs, TNT 
competition, and musiddrama 
presentations. 

In addition to 
recognizing 
his musical 
talents, those 
who have 
mini stered in 
music with 
Glen appreci
ate his tender 
spirit and 
giftedness 
in preparing 
for worship 
services. As 
a display of 

purpose of the 
program is to assist children who need 
guidance in their studies, to reach their 
academic goals. 

Basic major subjects are covered by a 
teacher volunteer. Tutoring is offered one 
night a week at the church fellowship center, 
where individual work stations are set up. 

This program networks with public 
and private schools-as wel l as home 
school organizations in the county, 
and is creating interest, visibility, and 
ministry opportunities. S TA R S is 
certainly an example of what good 
things can happen when people apply 
the principles of the Christian faith 
to the affairs of the community. • 

their affection, the congregation pre
sented him with a memory album of 
pictures, cards, and notes . He was also 
given a plaque of recognition for his 
years of service. 

Chip Pieper is the senior pastor of 
the church. • 
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fter the re.cent Massachusetts court decision legalizing gay marriages, 
knew it was time the 'si lent majority ' begin to speak up." That was a 

tatement made by Dan Berry, as senior pastor to the congregation of 
the Warsaw Wesleyan Church of Warsaw, Indiana, on November 21, 2003. 
Since then, the congregation has collected over 1,200 s ignatures supporting 
a constitutional amendment that wou ld protect the sanctity of marriage 
as between one man and one woman. 

The petition document titled We the People was signed by 
over 1,200 persons in the Warsaw area. As promised by the pastor 
-on January 14, 2004, the folder with each name and signature 
was hand delivered to the Hart Senate Office Building in 
Washington, DC. Although Senator Richard Lugar 

L I F E 

of Indiana was in a speaking engagement at 
Duke University in North Carolina, his assistants, 
Justin Ailes and Larry MacIntyre, received the petitions 
on behalf of the senator. 

Recently, a written response came from Senator Lugar
to the Wesleyan congregation-affirming his continuing 
support of the Defense of Marriage Act, which has been 
adopted in Indiana. The Act defines wedlock as a union 
between a man and a woman. A similar federa l law 

Wesleyan Pastor 
Delivers 

Signed Petition 
to Washington, DC 

was enacted in 1996. The federal Defense of Marriage Act 
says that states do not have to honor gay marriages 
sanctioned in other states. However, both legislators 
and the evange lical Christian community worry 
that federal courts could overturn the law. 

The petition reads as follows-

We the People deplore the 

recent developments of civil 

unions and same sex marriages. 

We believe further eroding of 

the traditional deftnition of 

marriage will only erode the 

societal and moral fabric of 

this great nation. We therefore 

request that our legislators 

support a constitutional amendment 

to protect the sanctity and uniqueness 

of marriage as a holy union between 

one woman and one man. • 
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... NATIONAL AND INTER NAT IONAL NEWS 

U.S. Senate Prayer Led by Wesleyan 
· On February 2, Clint Decker 

served as the guest chaplain for 
the U.S. Senate. Decker resides 

---~ .... in Clay Center, Kansas, and 
serves as a General Evanoelist 
. "' 
m The Wesleyan Church. 

Considering this as a special b lessing 
from God, Decker said, "1 saw this as a 
chance to deliver the gospel in prayer 
form to our Nation 's leaders ." Kansas 
U.S. Senator Pat Roberts recommended 
him for this honor, to Senate Chaplain 
Barry Black. 

... DISTRICT NEWS 

South Carolina 
Smith Chapel Wesleyan Church, 

located in Easley, celebrated its 94'" 
homecoming on November 19, 2003. 
Dr. Virgil A. Mitchell , General 
Superintendent Emeritus, served as the 
guest speaker for the special service. Jn 
his message, Dr. Mitchell advised that 
his gr~ndfather, Rev. J.R. Davis, helped 
establish the church in 1909. 

In the photograph, Dr. Mitchell is 
standing beside the church cornerstone 

that bears his grandfather's name, as well as 
the church 's organizational date. 

Wilbur Key is the senior pastor of 
Smith Chapel. 

... NEWS FROM COLLEGES & SEM I NARIES 

Asbury Scholarships Awarded 
The fi ve most recent Wesleyan recipi

ents of The Endowment Scholarships at 
Asbury Theological Seminary are as fol
lows: Andrew Engert, Adam Lipscomb, 
Christy Lipscomb, Frank Major, and 
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David Ward. The scholarships are pro
vided th rough The Wesleyan Seminary 
Foundation for Wesleyans studying at 
Asbury. There are presently around 75 
Wesleyans enro lled at Asbury, including 
the main campus in Wilmore, KY, as well 
as the campus in Orlando, FL and through 
courses available via the Internet, through 
the Extended Learning Program (ExL). 

(left to right) Andrew Engen , Adam Lipscomb, 
and Chris1y Lipscomb. 

IWU Meets $3.S Million Lilly Challenge 
Ind iana Wesleyan University succeeded 

in rais ing $3.5 million by Dec. 3 1, 2003, 
to quali fy for an equal an1ount in match
ing funds from Lilly Endowment. 

IWU, along with Indiana 's 37 other 
accredited colleges and univers ities, had 
19 months to meet what became known 
as the Lilly Challenge. The Indianapolis
based endowment announced in June 
2002 that it would match dollar -for-do llar 
up to $3.5 mi llion from each school
both public and private. 

The program 's goal was to encourage 
more people-especially alumni-to g ive 
to Hoos ier colleges and universities. Of 
the $3 .5 million in matching funds for 
each institution, $3 million had to come 
from alumni. Other targeted donors were 
parents and students, faculty and staff. 

Although IWU actually raised $5.3 
mi ll ion as a d irect result of the Lilly 
Challenge, Li ll y Endowme nt will match 
only the first $3.5 million. 

... READERS ' FORUM 

"Consumed Christians Are 
Invinc ible" (Jan. 2004 TWA) is a chal
lenge to us to remember our persecuted 
brothers in prayer and to pray that our 
fervor will catch up with the irs. 

Bruce Chamberlain 
Fort Worth, TX 

Thanks for reminding us of the social 
gospel o f The Wesleyan Church! What a 
g reat issue (Jan. 2004) . 

Barry M iles 
E-mai l 

I read with interest-and excitement 
-plans for the new Wesleyan Life 
(see February 2004 TWA ). 

Alan Miller 
E-mail 

I don ' t want to take anything away 
from the wonderful aiticle regarding our 
chaplains (Februai·y 2004 TWA ). They so 
need our prayers and support because of 
the sacrifices they are willing to make on 
behalf of their spiritual and grace-filled 
call ing. But as we lift our pastors serving 
in the military chaplaincy, let us not for
get to also lift those o ther members of 
The Wesleyan Church who are servino 
this great country of ours with honor in 
every branch of the military service and 
also civilian contract. Each and every day, 
my wife and I face the uncertainty of the 
safety of our oldest son as he serves in 
Northern Iraq with the U.S. Army's 
Stryker force. 1n the midst of the trials 
and tribulations that accompany a country 
faced with war abroad, and an immoral 
society at home, I would encourage that 
we broaden our time and scope of prayer 
with the assurance that God not only 
hears but, praise Him, He answers! 

Jeff & Be linda Robbins 

E-mail 

OKJ!.I-IOMA WESLEYAN 
ll•N• l•V•r •R · ~·l · T•V 

Faculty positions are available at OWU 
in the areas of Biblical Studies, Journalis~/ 
Communications, Psychology, Biology, 
Business, and Nursing. Our growing faculty 
takes the Bible as the center of knowledge 
and rejoices in teaching all truth. 

For further information, contact: 
www.ok_wu.edu/campuslemploymentljobs.pht 
or E-mail academicaffairs@okwu.edu 

A university where Jesus is Lord. 
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New Wesleyan Churches 
Pacific Southwest 
District 

Crossroads Community 
Church 
4640 N Granite Reef Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85251 -1756 
Pastor Taylor Kim 

Iglesia Centro 
Cristiano Canaan 
19430 Florence Street 
Perris, CA 92570-9590 
Pastors Gerardo and Deana 
Flores 

Iglesia Gethesmeni Wesleyana 
1212 S Palo Verde 
Tucson, AZ 85713-2356 
Pastor Armando Moreno 

Iglesia Weslesia Rios 
de Agua Viva 
3368 Walnut Grove Avenue 
Rosemead, CA 91770-2722 
Pastors Juan and Elizabeth 
Vargas 

Tri-State District 
New Horizons Family 
Worship Center 
830 I E 57th Street 
Kansas City, MO 64129-27 10 
Pastor Jimmy Archer 

West Michigan District 
Impact: A Wesleyan Ministry 
L085 Lincoln Lake Road SE 
Lowell, Ml 4933 1-941 9 
Pastor Philip Struckmeyer 

Light and Life 
Wesleyan Church 
15765 Hoffman Road 
Three Rivers, MI 49093-8902 
Pastor Samuel D. Maddox 

Watermark Wesleyan Church 
P.O. Box 106 
Grand Haven, Ml 49417-0 I 06 
Pastor Steven Deur 

CLERGY 
MOVE CENTER® 

Endorsed mover for clergy & member families of 

The Wesleyan Church 

Significant Interstate Discount - Guaranteed price estimates 
Intrastate and International Relocation Management 

Customized Personal move counseling 
Quality service since 1905 

For total peace of mind, call our certified move counselors 
Vicki Bierlein, Jean Warnemuende, 

Sunny Sommer 

1-800-248-8313 ---~ ,~,,, 
lTEVEnS 

wor1t1Wkle van line. 

In the Heart 

of Your 

Community . . . 



..... OBITUAR I ES 

Bramble, Carol Adkins, 66 
November 23, 2003 

Mrs. Bramble, of Ridgely, MD, 
went to be with the Lord on 
November 23, 2003. She was born in 

Lisbon, OH, on August 12, 1937. Carol attended 
Eastern Pilgrim College, where she met and later 
married Ralph Bramble on November 7, 1959. 
As a pastor 's wife, she served in Wesleyan 
churches in the following districts: Champlain, 
Chesapeake, N Ml, Penn-Jersey, W Ml, and W 
PA. Her many talents included serving as the 
organist at Denton Camp (MD) for ten years. 

ln addition to her husband, she is survi ved 
by a daughter: Rebecca Bramble Thompson; a 
son: Wesley: and five grandchildren. 

Beck, Gladys Carter Childers, 97 
October 23, 2003 

Mrs. Beck, Thomasville, NC, went to be 
with her Savior on October 23, 2003, just one 
month shy of her 98"' birthday. She joined 
Thomasville First Wesleyan Church (now 
Central Wesleyan) in the founding years and 
served in many capacities, including treasurer, 
Sunday school teacher for 70 years. special 
music, and on the local church board. 

Her first husband. Marshal.I Childers, preceded 
her in death, as did her second husband, William 
Odell Beck. Two sisters also preceded her in 
death. Gladys is survived by two daughters: Joyce 
Britt and Inna Garrett; two sons: Rex and Aubrey; 
17 grandchildren, 15 great grandchildren, 8 great 
greatgrandchiJdren, and one brother. 

Fletcher, Pastor Reginald L., 42 
January 13, 2004 

Pastor Fletcher, Indianapolis, JN, 
passed away on January 13, 2004. 

He was born August 9, 1961, in Bangkok , 
Thailand. He married his wife, Priscilla. on 
June 26, 1999. Serving as senior pastor at 
Northside Wesleyan Church, Indianapolis, 
"Reggie" was pursuing his Masters Degree of 
Divinity at Anderson University. He was a vet
eran of the U.S. Arn1y. 

Survivors include his wife; one-year-old 
twin daughters (Angeleesa and Angeleyah); 
his parents : Will ie J. and Sadie E. Fletcher; 
five siblings: Gayle McKinney, Sybil Dunning, 
Michelle Fletcher, Ronald Fletcher, and Ricardo 
Fletcher; and his grandmother. Amanda Edwards. 

Noggle, H. Marie, 83 
December 26, 2003 

Mrs. Noggle, of Marion, lN, died 
December 26, 2003. She was born 

on May 27, 1920, in Greene County, to Curtis 
and Ruth (Eler) Rowe. She was married to 
Howard Noggle on June 2, 194 1. 

Marie was a 1942 graduate of Marion College 
(now Indiana Wesleyan University). She was 
employed by the rwu bookstore for 4 1 years. 

Survivors include her husband; a daughter: 
Carol N. (Deane) Dayton; and a grandson: 
Chris Dayton. 
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IN THE NEWS 

• Bible in the Hands of School 
Children? 

ln CA, arguably one of the most lib
eral states in the country, one man wants 
to see every public school student receive 
one thing in particular. It 's not a pack of 
condoms. It 's not a brochure about safe 
sex. Believe it or not, it's a Bible. 

Bibles would be given to every public 
school student in CA, unless parents 
objected- under a proposed ballot meas
ure by Matt McLaughlin. The secretary 
of state's office has given McLaughl in 
approval to begin collecting signatures 
for the ballot initiative that would allow 
the use of the Bible as a textbook in lit
erature classes. He must collect 598, I 05 
valid signatures by May 24. 

• Universities Want Students to 
Be Inclusive at the Expense of 
Their Christian Beliefs 

Leaders of many colleges across the 
U.S. are pushing for a contradictory pait 
nership: non-Christians as full members 
and/or leaders of Christian fellowship 
groups. 

The latest example of this kind of pres
sure is at the University of Minnesota, 
where Christians are embroiled in a legal 
battle with the university. School officials 
ai·e demanding that leaders of Maranatha 
Christian Fellowship (MCF) sign a state
ment that would require the club to admit 
non-Christians to membership and even 
leadership positions within the club. MCF 
says that by signing the university's ··Equal 
Opportunities Statement"-which forbids 
groups from denying membership based on 
sexual orientation or religious affi liation
it would be forced to accept leaders with 
beliefs and practices contrary to the 
Christian faith. By not signing the form, 
MCF stands to lose thousands of dollars in 
student activity grants and the right to use 
school facilities. 

• Abortionist Is Sentenced for 
Sexually Abusing Patients 

An abort ionist who performed an esti
mated 20% of all aborrions in the Phoenix, 
AZ ai·ea has been sentenced to nearly 35 
years in prison, for sexually abusing more 

than a dozen patients during examinations, 
according to the Associated Press. Dr. 
Brian Finkel, 64, was recently convicted on 
22 counts of sexual abuse. 

• Boy Scouts Sued by ACLU 
A courageous stand is sometimes 

costly. The latest fa llout for the Scou ts 
has been in San Diego, CA. In January, 
the city agreed to pay nearly $ 1 million 
to settle a lawsuit with the American 
Civil Liberties Union over land in two 
public parks the city leases to the Boy 
Scouts for free or a nominal charge. The 
city will ask a federal j udge to void the 
lease the Scouts have held in Balboa 
Park for nearly half a century, according 
to the Associated Press. 

The ACLU contends the Scouts 
should be evicted from the parks because 
they say the organization discriminates on 
the grounds of sexual orientation and reli
gion. The legal director of the local 
chapter of the ACLU says, "Organizations 
such as the Scouts, that hang on to these 
kinds of discriminatory membership poli
cies are increasingly out of step with the 
world we live in." 

www.evangelical-press.com 

Coffee Table Book Irks Evolutionists 
Last year, officials at the Grand 

Canyon decided plaques with quotations 
from the Book of Psalms had no place in 
a national park. That decision was later 
overturned and is under review. But now, 
according to Agape Press, a book's 
alternative view on how the Canyon 
was created is too "religious" for some 
prominent evolutionists who want it 
removed from bookstores in the park. 

Grand Canyon: A Different View is a 
104-page "coffee table book" compiled 
by Tom Vail , a veteran tour guide of the 
Canyon. For years, he told people how the 
Grand Canyon had formed over millions of 
years. Then Vail met Jesus-and now the 
tour guide has a different view. Thus the 
title of the hardback pictorial, which con
tains the essays of 23 contributors, many 
of whom hold earned doctorates in science 
and are creation scientists. 

"Pastor's Weekly Briefing" 
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The Wesleyan Church 
General Conference 2004 

"[HALTING CHRIST - EMPOWERING THE CHURCH " 
June 19 - 23, 2004 

NON-DELEGATE CONFERENCE REGISTRATION 

While the General Secretary's office cannot be responsible for hotel reservations for non-delegates, we are interested In your 
attendance to the General Conference. There is no registration fee. 

Name -. 
Street Address -. 1--------------------------1 

Town!CityNillage -. 
State/Province, Zip Code -. 

No. of persons attending with you -. 1----------- ----------------1 

Below is listed hotels and motels in the general vicinity of the De Vos Place Conference Center for your convenience. It is recommended that you make reservations 
early. Be sure to mention you are attending The Wesleyan Church General Conference to receive the special discout price. 

COURTYARD BY MARRIOTT AT PLAZA TOWERS 
Room Charge: $95.00 single/double (per night) 

11 Market Avenue NW 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49503 

(616) 242-6625 
Connected by crosswalk to DeVos Place 

DA VS INN DOWNTOWN 
Room Charge: $89.00 single/double (per night) 

31 O Pearl Street NW 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49504 

(616) 235-7611 
Located across the street from the Amway Grand 

HOWARD JOHNSON HOTEL 
Room Charge: $85.00 single/double (per night) 

255 28th St. SW 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49548 

(616) 241-6444 
5 to 1 O minutes drive from De Vos Place 

HAMPTON INN 
Room Charge: $79.00 single/double (per night) 

755 54th St. SW 
Wyoming, Ml 49509 

(616) 261-5500 
7 to 12 minutes drive from DeVos Place 

AMERIHOST INN 
Room Charge: $70.00 single/double (per night) 

7625 Caterpillar Ct. 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49548 

(61 6) 827-9900 
1 Oto 15 minute drive from De Vos Place 

The West Michigan District Camp has several cabins and RV camping sites available for persons attending the General Conference. 
Go to: http://my.voyager.net/- windingcreek/index.htm for complete information. 

Additional information on General Conference can be found onllne at www.wesleyan.org, or you may contact the 
Office of the General Secretary - (317) 774 - 3922 



theology and coffee 
Preaching the Word. Counseling the troubled. Teaching 

the skeptic. This is the heart of ministry. And at Asbury 

Seminary we know this. 

With classes ranging from New Testament Studies 

to Christian Leadership Development, Asbury Seminary 

faculty are poised to offer practical and thought-provoking 

training to equip you for ministry. From the classroom to 

the coffeeshop, our faculty take time to nurture and 

support t heir students. 

At Asbury Seminary we'll offer you relevant and revitalizing 

training as you prepare to work with people from all walks 

of life. Study on one of our campuses in Kentucky or Florida. 

Or take classes on our Virtual Campus via the Internet. At 

Asbury Seminary, you'll get the tools you need to be theo

logically grounded, while being spi rit ually renewed. 

From the master of arts to the Ph.D. in Intercultural Studies, 
Asbury Seminary offers a variety of degrees for those pursu
ing numerous ministry opportunities. 

For more information on Asbury Seminary's offerings 
contact the Admissions Department at 1-800-2AS8URY 
or email at admissions_office@asburyseminary.edu. Or 
look us up on the web at www.asburyseminary.edu. 

above: Dr. Rick Gray, associate professor of Leadership and Urban Engagement, and 

Jason Baxter. on M. Div. graduate, shore theological insights over coffee. 

ASBURY 

THEOLOGICAL 

SEMINARY 

A •• 

KENTUCKY CAMPUS: 

204 N. Lexington Avenue 
Wilmore, KY 40390-1199 

FlORIOA CAMPUS: 

8401 Valencia College Lane 

Orlando, FL 32825 

VIRTUA L CAMPUS: 

www.asburyseminary.edu/ virtual.htrn 



Love Your Spouse, 
SakCthe 
ofthe Lord 

by Nonis C. Spinner 

It's he,u1breaking when the person 
you've chosen to spend the rest of 
your life wi th doesn't share your 
values and priorities. l ' ve been there 

myself- and wondered all the th ings that 
you may be wondering right now. 

During the years of my marriage 
when my husband had little interest in 
the things of God, the Lord showed me 
there were answers to my questions. 

Did I marry the wrong person? 
Maybe, like J was, you were away 

from God when you got married. Or per
haps you were a Christian and stubbornly 
thought you knew what was best for you. 
In any case, I would say that we may 
have learned by now that God 's plan is 
best, and why He wants us to be "equally 
yoked." But God specializes in second 
chances (and more). If we look in the 
Bible, we see very few times that God 
got involved in courtship and marriage, 
or commanded someone to marry a cer
tain person. So take heart-God joined 
you to your spouse when you stood 
together and took your vows. From that 
point on, you have been one flesh in the 
eyes of the Lord. Not being a Clu-istian 
doesn't mean a spouse is incapable of 
being a loving li fe partner. Aside from 
issues of abuse and non-repentant adul
tery, you are bound to the one you've 
married, until death parts you. lf your 
spouse decides to leave, you are free to 
let him go. But do everything you can to 
show Christ's gentle, patient love to him, 
and he will get a message louder than 
any sermon could ever be. 
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Can my prayers save my husband? 
Bluntly put, no. God 's perfect plan 

for each of us is that we.freely choose to 

love an? serve Him. He will not force any 
person 1111 0 a relationship with Him
though we sometimes wish He would 
make someone listen 10 His call. But 
remember where you were before you 
responded to the Lord, and how strongly 
you felt His presence when He called 
you? That same strength, that same love, 
is at work on behalf of your husband. 
Trust God and His timing and let Him do 
the work of calling your spouse to His side. 

Can I be a strong Christian without 
my spouse's support? 

Yes! We often forget just how much 
Jesus talked about sacrifice, about taking 
up our cross to follow Him. A tried and 
tested faith allows us to draw closer and 
closer to the mind of Christ. When it 's all 
said and done, you have to make sure 
you run your race with excellence-even 
if your spouse is content to crawl. And 
don ' 1 romanticize Christian man"iages. 
There is much peace in sharing a vibrant, 
growing faith wi th your beloved, but 
becoming a Christian doesn ·1 erase all 
personality flaws, and every marriage has 
conflict. We are all sti ll human beings, 
and we won't be perfect until we get to 
heaven. As difficult as it sounds, you 
have to decide that you're going to 
heaven- with or without your spouse. 

Who can I talk to? Does anyone 
understand what I'm going.through? 

Of course, the Person you should be 
talking to the most about your husband is 

tl1e Lord Himself. 
And you may 
decide that's how 
you want to keep 
your peti tions for 
your spouse's salvation- between Jesus 
and you. But if you do talk to someone 
else, make sure it's someone who is sincere 
and mature in their fai th , and has a positive 
view of things. You might even wa111 to 
find someone who isn't in your circle of 
friends and would be willing to pray for 
you and your husband. 

Most of all. Jesus does understand 
what you' re going through. His heart is 
heavy with a burden of unreturned love 
for your spouse, and He is working all 
things out according to His perfect plan. 

By identifying with the breakin o 
<> 

heart of God. we can begin to sense how 
dear to Him each and every one of us is. 
Resolve to only speak to your spouse 
about hi s soul if the Holy Spirit puts the 
words in your mouth. and to remai n 
silent and prayerful at all other times. 

God has trusted you with the awesome 
responsibility of being an ambassador of 
His love in your own personal mission field 
-your home. May He give you the peace 
that passes understanding, to replace your 
bat1l ing emotions over your situation. • 

Nonis C. Spinner is a freelance writer 

from Fort ville, IN. 
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HOLINESS 

Moreotthe 
Almighty Cli 

by Dale Holloway 

I 
n hi s popular devotional book My 
Ut111ost for His Highest, Oswald 

Chambers was a master at capsul
izing profound biblical truth in a 
sentence or two. One such gem 
recently stood out to me in my time 
of devotion. In his devotional for the 
elate of February 27, Chambers wrote 
the fo llowing: The reason so111e of us 
are such poor specimens of Christianiry 
is because we have no Almighty Christ. 
We have Christian attributes and expe
riences, but there is no abandonment 
to Jesus Christ. 

Ouch! Doesn' t it hurt when Goel hits 
you right between the eyes with a 

knockout punch of convicting truth? 

Is it true? Are we poor examples of 
Christianity? Only a probing self
examination can reveal an answer to 
that question, but it is unlike ly that 

many would be pleased with the results 
of their inquiry. After all. who of us 

would feel comfortable standing before 
Goel and announcing our candidacy for 
the "Best Christian Example" award? 

Chambers clearly pinpoints the 
problem. We limit the power of God 
in our lives [no Almighty Christ] by 
trusting more in our God-given 
attributes than in God Himself. 
Perhaps this is what the Apostle Paul 
meant when he wrote, People will be 
lovers of themselves ... having a form 
of godliness, but denying its power 
(2 Tim. 3:2a, Sa). 
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Think about 
it. When you com-

mitted your life to 
Christ, He put within 

you the fruit of the 
Spirit, which Paul 
identi fies in Galatians 
5:22, 23. Those nine 
characteristics are 

attributes of God, that 

He gracious ly imparted 
Lo you on the day of your 
spiritual birth. They may need a lot 

of personal development, but they are 
present as ev idence of God 's Spirit 
within you. 

As children of God, we share many 
of His divine attributes. Every time we 

faithfu lly attend church, g ive our tithes, 

or teach a Sunday school class, we 
exhibit a form of godliness. Every testi
mony we share or encouraging note we 

send gives testimony to the Spirit of 
God within. 

So what's the problem? Should we 

not be doing those things? Of course 
we should ! The problem is that we 

have a propensity for becoming com
placent in our walk with Christ, and 
self-assured in our demonstration of 
godliness. That is what Chambers 
meant by "no Almighty Christ." In our 
satisfaction with who we are and what 
we are doing, we often leave little room 
for Christ to do even greater things. We 
give Him li ttle opportunity to be 

almighty. We are 

abandoned to self and not 

to Christ. 
In his famous benedictory 

prayer, Paul wrote, Now ro him 
who is able to do immeasurably 

more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power rhat is at 
work within us, ro him be glory in 

the church and in Christ J esus 
throughout all generations.for ever 
and ever! Amen (Eph. 3:20, 2 1 ). 

Have you ever cons idered what the 

" immeasurably more" might be? 
According to Paul , it is beyond our 
imagination. What we do know is that 

God wants us to be so dissatis fied with 
our abilities that we will trust Him to 

do the unbe lievable through us. When 
we remain content with who we are and 

with what we are able to do for Christ, 
we choke God 's power and end up 

accomplishing i111111easurably less than 
the promised immeasurably more. 

Let us purpose today to be content 
no longer with anything less than all 
God desires to do through us. Only 
then, through total abandonment of 
self to Christ, will we unleash the 
power of God and experience in our 
church and personal lives the immea

surably more of the Almighty Christ. • 

Dale HoUoway pastors Living Hope Wesleyan 
Church in Cedar Rapids, IA. 
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Master of Arts in Music • Maste r o f Music 

Musically Excellent • Academically Engagi ng • Profoundly Christian 

A center for serio us music students in the Christian world, the G reatbatch School of Music 

at Houghton College inaugurates graduate programs in music beginning Fall 2004. 

Degrees offered include the Master of Arts in Music and the Master of Music in Performance, Conducting, 

Composition and Collabora tive Performance. 

The Greatbatch School of Music offers genero us full tuition assistan tships, 

including stipend, and provides fine opportunities for professional and artistic development 

under an outstanding faculty. 

The new graduate degrees grow out o f the college's distinguished and comprehensive 

undergraduate music program, which is embedded in Houghton's strong liberal arts tradition 

and clear Christian mission . 

Houghton, New York 14744-0128 • 800-777-2556 or 585-567-9400 • Fax: 585-567-9517 • music@houghton.edu 

www.ho ug hton .ed u 



H ow do you build a growing Sunday 
School class? This is a question I 
hear frequently when I' m on the 

road, doing teacher training. Let me share 
with you a few ways to grow your class. 

PRAY-Teachers of growing classes 
pray. They pray for God 's anointing and 
blessing. They pray for ideas. They pray 
for their students by name. They pray for 
salvation and spiritual growth. They pray! 

PRIORITIZE-The students are a high 
priority for teachers of growing classes. 
They don 't try to do too many things in 
class; they focus on what is important. 
Their energies are centered on the spiri
tual formation of their students. They 
love people and know how to reach 
them for Christ. 

PLAN-Teachers of growing classes 
have plans- a study plan and a lesson 
plan. They personalize thei.r lesson plans 
to meet the students' needs. They plan to 
reach every student for Christ. They also 
have a plan for growth. The plan covers 
at least six months; a year-long plan is 
even better. They plan to present salva
tion at least once each quarter. 

PROMOTE-Teachers of growing 
classes keep the ir c lass and the church 
informed of activities and study topics. 
An active class attracts attention. They 
have a newsletter or an E-letter. They 
keep class members interested. They 
promote their class activities, particularly 
to the 30-40% of people who attend 
mid-week serv ices and who are also a 
pa1t of a S unday School class or group. 

~,;, 
MINISTRY 

REACH OUT-These teachers follow 
up on guests and absentees. They use 
the philosophy of "everyone present or 
accounted for. " They even target fam ily 
and friends of current c lass members. 

EVANGELIZE-Teachers of 
growing classes focus on reaching 
the lost. They know how to lead the ir 
students to Christ, and they equip their 
class members to lead others to Christ. 
They utilize 50% of their prayer time 
to focus on spiritual needs. 

LEARN-Growing c lasses have teach
ers who are good students. They have a 
thirst to learn, and they involve them
selves in teacher training. They know 
how to study the Bible. 

BE ENTHUSIASTIC-Teachers 
of orowino c lasses are excited about e, e, 

Sunday School, their c lasses, and their 
students. Their excitement bubbles over 
into the lesson. Sunday School is a high
light of the week. They' re enthusiastic 
about God 's Word and how it transforms 
lives. • 

Ray E. Barnwell Sr. serves as General Director 
of Sunday School & Discipleship Ministries of 

The Wesleyan Church. 

Go to www.wesleyan.org/ssd and c lick on 
" Building People Strategy," to learn more abou1 
these principles for grow1h. 

Building a 

Sunday 
School Class 

by Ray E. Barnwell Sr. 
TWA I March 2004 



PERsoNG sr1MONY 
by Cynthia Machamer 

On the 
- -

ece1v1n 

When I was little, I went 
to a holiness church in 
Alabama. At that time, I 
lived with my father and 

was not allowed to te ll my mother 
where we were. I lived for Sundays, 
when I could get on the mini-bus the 
church sent out to pick up low-income 
children like me. I loved Sunday school 
more than I loved my father. 

Then one Sunday, my dad (who 
seemed to have gotten up in a bad mood, 
or maybe I did something to anger him) 
declared I would no longer be going to 
that church or any church! When the 
bus came, he flagged the driver on, after 
he informed him to never stop for me 
again. My heart broke, but I know some 
of those faithful people must have 
continued to pray for me. Within a 
few months, my mom found me and 
took me to live with her in New York. 

My life seemed to turn around. My 
mother married a man who became a 
dear father to me. He saw to it that I got 
proper health care, and, suddenly, I had 
more than one outfit for school. When I 
became a teenager, I became part of the 
youth group at the Wesleyan church we 
attended. I know many people in that 
church prayed for all of us young people. 

I know that the prayers of God's 
saints kept me out of trouble. With 
loving support, I breezed through high 
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school with good grades. I kept myself 
pure for my future husband. God 
allowed me to go to the Christian 
college of my choice. 

Three years ago, my brothers and 
sisters in Christ had opportunity to lend 
prayer support to me once again. When 
my brother choked to death at the age 
of 21 , in June of 2000, friends in the 
Lord held me up in prayer. Their 
prayers, along with my cries to God 
to keep me going, helped me put one 
foot in front of the other after my 
brother's death. 

Now, almost four years later, I 
believe more strongly than ever that it is 
prayer that reaches through the celestial 
realms and moves God to act on our 
behalf. Because others have "cried unto 
the Lord" with the ir voices (Psalm 142), 
God has heaped blessings on my life. A 
devoted husband, two wonderful chil
dren, a loving sister and mother, and a 

job l love are just some of the temporal 
de lights I am experiencing. 

Recently, when my teen-aged son 
asked me to pray for him, I couldn ' t 
help but smile. Even though he feels 
like life is sometimes hard in junior 
high, I know that because of my prayers 
and the prayers of others who love him, 
he will be all right. God is faithful to 
answer the fervent prayers of those who 
love Him. • 

Cynthia Machamer 
lives in Houghton, NY, 

and is the editor 
of Lhe alumni magazine 

al Houghton College. 
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WORLD HEADQUARTERS 
0 F T H E WESLEYAN CHURCH 

Dr. Craig A. Dunn and the staff at WIF would like to invite our 
investors, as well as the churches we have partnered with, to come 
visit us in our new location. We believe that this new space will 
allow us to serve each of you even more effectively. 

If you are ever in the Indianapolis area, please stop by. 
We would love to see you! 



000 
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Holiness 
JU Ordinary 

people 

BKBF54 $10.99 

Can ordinary people 
be extraordinary 
followers of Christ? 
Holiness is not a special category, reserved only for a few select 

Christians. Join master teacher Keith Drury as he highlights 

biblical insights and deals candidly ,,vith the obstacles that 

confront believers every day. Holiness for Ordinary People will 

inspire you to become the person God intends you to be. 

(Previously released- revised and updated.) 

Find new solutions 
to old problems ... 

... and master the basics of the Christian li fe. Each chapter 

tackles a thorny issue that we all may face, like making things 

right with others, fo rgiving those who have hurt you, 

conquering impure thoughts, or winning the battle against 

pride. Keith Drury helps us to confront the tough issues in 

our spiritual lives to experience real life change. 

( Previously released- revised and updated.) 

Spiritua 
Discipli · 

for o 

BKBFSS $10.99 

+wesleyan a publishing 
house Order both-only $15.00! 

igniting a passion for God in all of life! (Offer val id through April 30, 2004) 



• ore Than r1c 
Abuilding is more than bricks 

stacked on borrowed and then 
bought land. 

At firs t, it is a temple; a place of 
hope, where noble plans are gathered 
and he ld in the hands of a people will
ing to share time and energy to carry 
them out. Who reach for the hand of 
God, and instead fee l the warmth of 
His embrace. 

Then it becomes a meeting house; 
a place whe re dreams and sighs are 
woven among the varied hues of daily 
duties. Whe re handshakes or hugs 
announce the birth of a community. 
A nd morning and evening drives form 
a parenthesis for the friendly talks and 
never-finished tasks that lie between. 

TWA I April 2004 

Late r, it becomes a greenhouse; 
a place whe re purpose blossoms and 
then grows to fruition. Where gardener 
minds meet for a solution to house the 
harvest of a hundred souls who dared 

to give more than they ever had for a 
cause greate r than they ever imagined. 

Soon, it is a museum; a place of 
memories, where the best and worst 
of times are s tored-not in files or in 
boxes but, rather, in the hea1t. Where 
the me ntion of a day or a year prompts 
the remembrance of a trial or triumph. 
A place where works have faces. 
Where friend ships forged in fires of 
faith and faithfulness are displayed as 
monume nts of mutual love. 

A building is more than bricks stacked 
on borrowed and then bought land. 

It is at last, a sanctuary; a place of 
eterna l gratitude for intermittent grips 
of grace, stream s of mercy, and walks 
w ith God . A place of hallowed re mem
brance; where the Spirit of Christ 
met with His beloved, and formed an 
alliance that gave them courage e nough 
to gather everything past or present for 
a journey to their unknown, and yet 
well-known, future. • 

- Jerry Brecheisen 

(ed itor's note: This poem and its message was 
shared in the fina l employee chapel service in 
the fom1er headquarters building, before the 
relocation. ) 
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A World Headquarters for the Local Church 

WORLD HEADQUARTERS 
0 F T H E WESLEYAN CHURCH 

T he Board of General 

Superintendents said 

in a news release 

Also, a shift in the mini stry 

philosophy of the denomination

from programming to resourcing 

- necessitated a headquarters 

with expanded training facilities. 

There is now meeting space for 

training over 400 ministerial 

and lay leaders at one time, 

with state-of-the-art equipment. 

The new location offers 

to the community, "Hamilton 

County is the fastest growing 

county in the Midwest. We 

are proud to be a part of that 

growth. The Wesleyan Church 

is one of the fastest growing 

denominations in the world. 

We are proud of that as well. 
Groui;dbreaking Ceremony: Boara of General s;eri11~;ntfe111s (;; r) 
D,: Thomas E. Armige1: Qr. Earle L. Wilson, and Dr. David W. floldre11 

additional benefits : 

We will grow together not 

simply to be larger than we are, but to better serve 

this community and our world, by providing materials, 

curriculum, publicati ons, and a variety of services which 

w ill bring a message of love, hope, peace, and joy to our 

fractured society." 

In the spirit of the Great Commission and the Great 

Commandment, the vision to resource Wes leyans in North 

America and in the nearl y 80 nations where The Wesleyan 

Church has a presence to share the message of the gospel 

has set the standard for the relocation of the World 

Headquarters of The Wes leyan Church. 

Faced with the growing needs of its 14 ministry depart

ments that resource nearl y 400,000 constituents worldwide, 

and the fact that the Castleton Park location was no longer 

adequate to facilitate those departments, during its November 

2001 meeting, the Church's General Board unanimously 

approved relocating to the new site off 1-69 and 238 in the 

700-acre Saxony development of Fishers, Indiana . 

In making the decision, the denomination 's Board 

determined that relocation would be better stewardship 

than launching an extens ive renovation of the location 

in Castleton. 
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• More cost efficient mai ntenance 

• Space fo r additional growth 

• Wesleyan Publ ishing House is located 

in the same bui lding 

Dr. Craig Dunn served as coordinator of the project. He 

is CEO of the Wesleyan Investment Foundation, a subsidiary 

financial institution of the Church, that donated the four-acre 

site. WIF will provide substanti al grants over the next five 

years to fund construction. 

In 1987, The Wesleyan Church moved its World 

Headq uarters from Marion, IN, to facilities in 

the Castle ton Office Park, in Indianapolis. 

The current World Headquarters 

building is one of three headquarters 

buildings in the history of the Church 

that was merged in 1968 from like

minded groups dating back to 1843. 

The new three-story, 70,000-square

foot World Headquarters is the first 

bui lding located in the prime real estate 

area of the Saxony community. In the 
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future , other construction 

in the rapidly-growing 

Hamilton County location 

will include a 25-acre medical facility, as well as hote ls, restaurants, 

offices, apartments, and single-family homes. 

Fishers Town Council 

President Scott Faultless 

said , "The south s ide 

of Ex it l O is one of 

the most attractive 

sites in Indiana to 

locate headquarters for world, national, and regional businesses 

and organizations." 

The Wesleyan Church, 

with over 5,000 churches 

and missions worldwide, 

has its roots in John 

Wesley's Methodism, and 

has a congregational form 

of government. From its 

expanding global missions effort, to its dynamic and multi-cultural 

church planting, to its Christian education ministries for all ages, 

to its publishing efforts, to its broadcasting and 24/7 presence on the 

Internet, The Wesleyan Church has a passion to present the claims 

of the Lord Jesus Christ through its message of 

salvation and personal holiness. • 



G E N E R A L 

( I 10 r) Thomas E. A rmige,; 
Earle L. Wilson, David W Holdren 

T
here are a thousand differe.nt v iews 
people have about God 's nature 
and activity. The people of Athens 
(Greece) worshiped lots of different 

gods and even had idols dedicated to an 
unknown god (Acts 17:23), just to be safe! 

In all fairness to the Athenians, they 
did their best to have inclus ive worship, 
and the idols to the un known god were a 
witness to the yearning of their hearts 
and minds for a clearer knowledge of 
the God they worshiped dimly and 
imperfectly, but the God who just might 
provide the hope and fulfi llment that all 
of the o ther gods together could no t. 

This Easter season is again finding 
the world almost 
instincti vely 
drawn to Jesus-
thanks to Mel 
Gibson's version 
of The Passion of 
The Christ, and 
the pseudo-schol
arl y attempt of 
The Da Vinci 
Code to distort 
the scriptural pic
ture of Chri st. 

Hebrews 1: 1-3 
reminds us that 
Jesus gives the 
true picture, 
actually more the 
true DNA of God . 
The Apostle John, 
in his gospel, 
builds a beautifu l 
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The God We Wouldn't 
Know Without Jesus 

bridge from the mind and heart of 
mankind to God, by referring to Jesus 
as The Logos. 

The three major cultures of that time, 
in that area- namely the Roman, Jewish, 
and Greek thinking folks all had a concept 
of "logos" as the connector to the Almighty. 
Logos was seen by some as the thought 
or wisdom of God. Others saw logos, 
whatever it was, as the way to know God 
and the way to imm01tality. And yet oth
ers of that day saw the logos as that which 
reveals God. So John set out to identi fy 
the logos, or The Word, which is Jesus. 

ln similar fashion, the Apostle Paul took 
a cultural icon of the Athenians, an idol to 

an unknown god, 
and taught them 
Jesus. 

The Old 
Testament folks 
knew about Goel, 
but did they have 
the best picture 
of God? It was, 
at best, a partial 
view-and likely 
"airbrushed" with 
their cultural 
experiences, 
tendenc ies, and 
attitudes, as can 
be the case in any 
time and culture. 

Then, along 
came Jesus. rhe 
exact representa
tion of his being 

bi,- David W. Holdren 

(Hebrews I :3). John's gospel omits the 
birth of Chri st, Hi s baptism, the tempta
tions, and even the last supper. But he 
does specialize in showing us what Jesus 
shows us about God, that we would not 
know without Jesus. For example: 

The Old Testament 
Reveals God who is: 

Jesus Reveals 
God I God's 

Sovereign Servant 

M ajesty Mercy 
(stretches the mind) (stretches the heart) 

Justice 

Exclusive 

Law 

Anger 

Expectation 

Great 

Ri tual 

Consequences 

Rare access 

Grace 

Inclusive 

Love 

Anguish 

Exarnple/U nderstands 

Good 

Relationship 

Forgiveness/Release 

Becomes the Sacri fice 

ln this glorious season of g ratitude 
and re n ection, here is an invitation for 
you to respond to this article and to 
Chri st. W hat aspect o f God, that Jesus 
reveals, is a need in your own life, right 
now? Just as St. Paul cried out late in his 
life: "I want to know Christ," he was still 
longing to experience even more of the 
amazing Jesus in every fiber of his own 
being. Me, too. What about you? • 
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The Right 
Thing to Do 

The Wesleyan Chu rch is paying sign ificant 
attent ion to. and making signi ficant investment in , 
the healt h and development of its ministerial and 
lay leadershi p. It is right that questions be asked 
like: "What di fference is it making?" and " How 
will you know if it has been worth the cost and 
effort?" Already, testimonies have been received 
about the value that mentoring groups have had in 
individual pastor's li ves. These testimonials are 
significant, but may not immediately show up on 
a statistical measuring stick. 

Some desired outcomes can and will be meas
ured over time. Meanwhile, the Journey will be 
diligently pursued because it is the right thing to 
do. Some of the right reasons for LDJ include . .. 

Strategic Investment-The Wesleyan Church 
is making sign ificant and strategic investment in 
our ministerial and lay leaders. 
Team Building-A core value is leaders helping 
each other grow spiritually and professionally, 
rather than cultivating soloists. 
Sustained Learning-A degree or certificate 
does not suggest fu ll preparation for the dynamic 
demands of church leadership. 
Accountability-LDJ offers a mechanism for 
individual and group accountability for personal 
and profess ional growth and health. 
Alignment-Our energies are called into focus 
on common objectives, concerns and chalJenges, 
as in a movement. 
Assessment-Instruments are provided to deter
mined areas of strength and need in our personal 
lives and ministries. 
Network Capacity-LDJ alJows us to disperse 
inquiries, training, or anything of value to partici
pating leaders in a more speedy fashion. 
Congregational Priority-Our leadership 
journey is aimed to benefit the life, health, and 
growth of the local church and its constituents. 
Leadership Access-General and district lead
ers have channels through which to receive 
information from grassroots leaders regarding 
issues affecting them, and through which to pro
vide direct influence and resources to respond to 
real needs. 
Journey vs. Program-This is not a terminal 
program, but a dynamic and relational journey we 
take together. 

The Wesleyan Church is committed to making 
the kind of investment in its leaders and congrega
tions that will result in the advancement of the 
kingdom of God. Progress may seem slow and 
incremenLal, but the investment and effort are 
imperative. 

- Ken Heer, Coordinator of LDJ 
www.wesleyan.org/ldj 
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A s American troops continue 
.t\righting for liberty in various 
countries, c it izens are preparing to 
celebrate the ir freedom to gather, 
worship, and pray. Millions will 
answer the call to prayer on May 6 
-the 53,d annual National Day of 
Prayer-by observing prayer to 
intercede for the Nation. 

"Our leaders confront difficult 
challenges every day and our society 
faces a future of uncertainty," said 
National Day of Prayer Task Force 
Chairman Shirley Dobson. "We live 
in the land of the free where ' we the 
people ' can openly call upon God for 
wisdom, protection, and blessing. In 
order to realize the potential outlined 
in the Declaration of Independence, 
we must continue seeking Divine 
Counsel, asking for His intervention 
and direction." 

The theme for this year 's event is 
"Let Freedom Ring," and is based on 
Leviticus 25:10--... proclaim liberty 
throughout the land to all its inhabi
tanrs. Dobson, wife of Focus on the 
Family founder and chairman Dr. 
James Dobson, said the opportunity 
to openly pray should not be missed. 

The National Day of Prayer tradi
tion predates the founding of the 
United States when the Continental 
Congress issued a proclamation set
ting aside a day of prayer in 1775. 
In 1952, Congress established an 
annual day of prayer and, in J 988, 
that law was amended, designating 
the National Day of Prayer as the 
first Thursday in May. 

For further information, log on to 
www.nationa/dayofprayer.org . 

~lee ant 
('reatf,ue 

q Zill 

Wesleyan Women 
Breakfast 

at 

GE ERAL Co FERENCE 

Amway G ra nd H o t e l 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Monday, June 21 
7:00-8:15 a.m. 

$20.00 
(i11c/11des packet of resources and free gifts) 

Register online: www.wesleyan.org/women 
E-mail: ww@wesleyan.org 
Call: 3 17.774.7974 
Mail comple ted form and payment co: 

Wesleyan Women 
PO Box 50434 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 

~ ---------------------------------· 
(Tear off and send in if registe ring by mail. ) 

Name 

Address 

City _____ __ State" ___ __ _ 

Zip 

E-mail address 

umber attending ________ _ 

Payment included ---------

0 Cash 

0 Check 

0 Visa/MC# --------

Expiration date 

Reservations will be confirmed 

W esleyan Women Breakfast 

General Conference 
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Cracking the DaVinci Coder
Separating Fact From Fiction 

To he lp believers separate fact from 
fiction, Jim Garlow (senior pastor 
of Skyline Wesleyan Church in La 

Mesa, CA) and Peter Jones have writ
ten the newly-released Cracking the 
DaVinci Code. Published by Victor 
Books, it is an answer to a novel by 
Dan Brown (The DaVinci Code) , 
which has dazed and disillusioned 
many Christians. 

Brown 's seemingly harmless work 
of "fiction" recounts supposed "hi stor
ical facts" that chip away at many of 
Christianity 's foundations, including 
whether the early Church fathers really 
believed Jesus was Divine. Another 
notion of the book is that Jesus and 
Mary Magdalene were married-and 
had offspring that constitute "the true 
Holy Grail." Fiction or not, people are 

puzzled-even troubled 
- by some of the miscon
ceptions in Brown's novel, 
because they' re disgui sed 
as historical evide nce. The 
new book by Garlow and 
Jones refutes these claims 
and provides the informa
tion one needs to crack 
the code with the truth. 
Two of Christianity's top 
research authors-James 
Garlow, who holds degrees 
from Asbury and Princeton 
Seminaries; and Peter 
Jones, who holds degrees from 
Gordon-Conwell Seminary, Harvard 
Divinity School, and Princeton-have 
collaborated to provide the practical 
insight to answer questi ons about the 

modern heresy. Garlow is the author 
of How God Saved Civilization and 
A Christian's Response to Islam. Jones 
is a professor of New Testament at 

Westminster Seminary 
in Escondido, CA, and 
is the author of The 
Gnostic Empire Strikes 
Back and numerous 
other works. 

While Garlow and 
Jones are treating the 
project with the utmost 
precision in scholarship 
and research, the 
resulting book will 
be reader-friendly
addressed to the 
layperson for ultimate 
usability. Victor Books 

is an imprint of Cook Communications 
Ministries. • 

available from Wesleyan Publishing House 
on line at www. wesleya11. orglwph 

or by call ing 800.493.7539 

I n the song Sweet 
Sweet Spirit, Doris 
Akers wrote the 

building project is a tes
tament to their faith and Church Finds It's Never 
the leadership of their 

pastor and his wife. The addition will 
include new bathrooms, a nursery, 
and a Sunday school room. The new 
area is being added onto the front of 

words "There's a sweet, sweet 
spirit in this place; and I know 
drnt it's the spirit of the Lord." 

Too Old to Grow 
I'm reminded of this song each time I 
step inside Gladys Wesleyan Church. 

This lovely church epitomizes 
everything one would hope to find in 
a small church. Located in the rural 
community of Gladys, Virginia, it 
resembles a little country church much 

li ke something that wou ld be depicted 
in a Norman Rockwell painting. 

Established in 1902, as an Episcopal 
church, and becoming affil iated with 
The Wesleyan Church in 1953, the 
church is made up of a small congre
gation of friends and family. Visitors 
are welcomed into the church, so there 
are never any strangers. 

Resting on the original rock foun
dation, the church has not changed 
much over the past century, until 
now. Having recently celebrated its 
centennial, the church is in the midst 
of its first-ever expansion project. The 
courage it took for the congregation 
(many of whom are retired) to begin a 

the church- using great attention to 
detail , so as to not detract from the 
origi nal sanctuary. Stained glass win
dows were recentl y installed, and as 
the sunlight shines into the church, the 
windows prov ide a breathtaking view. 

While the congregation is small, 
new members are welcomed along 
with those who simply wish to visit. 
At least twice a month, my wife and I 
make the 300-mile round-trip from 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, to be 
a part of their congregation. 

John Rhodenizer serves as pastor. • 

- submitted by Mike Gowen 
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A 
nd afterward, I 
wi ll pour out 
my Spirit on all 

people. Your sons and 

Celebrate Our elebrate 
daughters wi ll prophesy, your old 
men will dream dreams, your young 
men will see visions. Even on my Daughters 
servants, both men and women, I will pour 
out my Spirit in those days" (Joel 2 :28, 29). 

On the day of Pentecost, the Apostle Peter, 
in his sermon, quoted Joel's prophecy as his 
text. He began by saying, " ... this [the out
pouring of the Spirit] is what was spoken by 
the prophet Joel" (Acts 2: 16). 

God has been pouring out His Spirit on the 
daughters ever since, and The Wesleyan 
Church has reason to celebrate its daughters 
who have blessed us with their ministry. 

There are many remarkable stories of how 
God has used Wesleyan women ministers . 
Carrie M. Hazard and Lois E. Richardson 
teamed together in ministry by 1929. They 
brought into the denomination a church in 
Camden, New Jersey. They pastored it for 
twenty-five years and it became one of the 
strongest churches in the East. Twenty-five 
ministers and other Christian workers were 
called into service. In the 1950s they entered 
evangelism and held many revivals in Canada 
and the United States. They ministered on 
mission fields in thirty-one countries. 

Vera Carter Close, mother of Dr. Jo Anne 
Lyon, executive director of World Hope, and 
Shirley Close, adjunct professor of music at 
Houghton College, began her service as part of 
an evangelistic team, singing and preaching. 
After her marriage to Dewey Richard (Dick) 
Close, they teamed together. He was the pio
neer district superintendent in Oklahoma and 
Texas for sixteen years. They pastored fi ve 
churches in that period and planted fourteen 
others. In their lifetime they planted seventeen 
chmches. When Dick was credited for this 
great feat, he emphatically declared he could 
not have done it without Vera. Through Vera 's 
own ministry, many were recruited for ministe
rial service. She was instrumental in winning 
the entire Colaw family to the Lord. One mem
ber of that family has been a long-serving 
district superintendent for what has become 
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by Lee M. Haines 
The Wesleyan Church, and 
another has been a United 
Methodist bishop. 

Dorothy de Freitas left her 
native Antigua in the West 
Indies and went to England in 
1955. She began to work with 
those gathering Pilgrim Holiness congrega
tions from among the immigrants . She 
planted two churches in England. Then in the 
late 1970s she migrated to metropolitan New 
York City. She began to work with a 
Wesleyan congregation in Brooklyn, which 
led to her planting churches in Queens and 
the Bronx. Dr. Harry F. Wood, superintendent 
of the Penn-Jersey District, says that Dorothy 
achieved a ministry which no man could have 
ever experienced. The gangs in these danger
ous neighborhoods would have been 
threatened by a male minister, but were not 
threatened by this woman serving her Lord. 

Wesleyan women ministers have served in 
leadership, in pastoring, in evangelism, in 
planting churches, in compassionate min
istries, in the training of ministers and 
Christian workers, in service on miss ion 
fields. Entire generations of ministers on 
some overseas fields have been trained by 
women. One wonders how greatly reduced 
would be The Wesleyan Church if these 
had not served. 

We have reason to Celebrate Our Daughters 
of the past. And over two hundred women are 
now in preparation for the ministry in The 
Wesleyan Church. Let us also Celebrate Our 
Daughters of the present and the future. • 

-after June, avaiJable from WPH online at 
www.wesleyan.org/wph or by calling 800.493.7539 

our Daughters 
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... NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

SWU Graduate Named to USA 
Today's Teacher Team 

Jerry Robertson, a Southern 
Wesleyan Univers ity alumnus, has been 
named to USA Today's "All-USA 
Teacher Team." He was one of 20 teach
ers in the nation who were named to the 
team, an honor g iven for outstanding 
teaching. 

Robertson 's classroom inc ludes third 
to fifth grade students. His students are 
academically at least two years behind 
other stude nts their age. He feels "They 
just require an extra level of attention. 
They can be very success ful. I love 
going lo work every day." As he works 
with special needs children, Robertson 
sees the importance of having class 
projects that have practical applications 
and teaching the students ski lls for the ir 
careers and li ves. This year, his class is 
adopting a Meals on Wheels recipient 
for the rest of the school year, to he lp 
provide food for a shut-in person who 
needs to have food delivered at home. 
Other projects have included a school 
canteen for the students to learn business 
practices and to provide lunches during a 
time of construction in the ir school's 
cafeteria. 
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... DISTRICT NEWS 

Dakota 
Brookings Wesleyan has completed 

a $2 .8 mill ion addit ion to the church 
which includes a 900-seat worship cen
ter, four adult educat ion c lassrooms, and 
chi ldcare facilities. Future plans include 
remode ling of the o rig inal building and ,, 

North Carolina West 
Bruce Hopper, senior pasto r of 

Greenwood Hills Wesleyan, High Point. 
recently received the Y.A. Mitchell 
Excellence 
in Pastoral 
Ministry Award. 
Hopper is the 
tenth recipient 
of the award 
which salutes 
pastors who 
have made a s ig
nificant impact 
in the develop
ment of their 
churches and 
communities. 
The presentation 
was made during 

construction of an additional wing of 
c lassrooms. Completion of thi s fac ili ty is 
the culmination of over six years of 
praying, planning, and g iving. 

During this construction project, 
Brookings also mothered a new church 
plant in Madison, SD, and increased 
the ir World Missions g ivi ng. 

Tim Purcell is the senior pastor. 

Southern Wesleyan University's an nual 
Area Min isters' Conference. 

(left to right) Dr. Mitchell ; Bruce Hopper; Dr. Mitche ll 's wife, Mary; 
NC West District Superintendent Henry Williams 
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... NEWS FROM COLLEGES & SEMINARIES 

Asbury Seminary Announces 
New President 

Asbury Theological Seminary's Board 
of Trustees has named Dr. Jeffrey E. 
Greenway as President, effective July I , 
2004. Greenway comes to the position 
after serving as a district superintendent 
in the United Med10dist Church s ince 
1999. He is also a member of Asbury 's 
Board of Trustees. 

"I am humbled and honored to be 
entrusted as the custodian of the Seminary 's 
mission of preparing well-trained, Spirit
filled, sanctified, evangelistic men and 
women for mission and ministry around 
the world," says Greenway. "It will be my 
honor to .. . help Asbw·y move forward into 
this season with strength and vision." 

OWU Offers Leadership and 
Ethics Series 

Oklahoma Wesleyan Univers ity is 

porate worlds. His ministry included 
pastoring for 14 years, serving as the 
General Director of Evangelism and 

holding a series 
on leadership 

--------------~ Church Growth from 

and ethics in the 
workplace. This 
series of seminars 
explores the issue 
of a Christian 
worldview as the 
foundat ion for 
sound leadership 
and personal 
eth ics. 

Dr. Thomas 
Phillippe was 
the inaugural 
speake r. Phi ll ippe 
has served both 
The Wesleyan 
Church and cor-

... READERS ' FORUM 

Praise God for the vis ion He is g iv
ing to our young people (Jan. 2004 
TWA). As a "senior" Wesleyan, I'm 
excited to see how God still works in 
the lives of those who will direct the 
Church in the years to come. 

W.H. Hays, via E-mai l 

The February issue was one of the 
best! We needed to be reminded of the 
sacrifice our military personnel make 
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1984-1988, and as a 
general evangelist for 
20 years. From I 970-
1995, he was involved 
in both ownership and 
management in the 
health care/retirement 
center venue. Dedicated 
to developing leaders 
in both the church and 
business worlds, he 
brings to the OWU 
lecture series both an 
understanding of 
absolute truths and the 
experience of owning 
and operat ing very 

----- successful businesses . 

every day. And I pray that God will 
encourage our men and women through 
the leadership of our chaplains. God 
bless d1em all ! 

Terry Hutchins, via E-mail 

My family and I are looking for
ward to seeing the new fonnat of the 
magazine (Wesleyan Life, effective 
June 2004). It 's going to be hard to 
improve on what you've been doing, 
but we know you can do it. 

Ginny Mallon, via E-mail 

Last Team Out of Haiti! 
On Friday, February 13, 2004, the 

last Wesleyan short-tenn mission team 
departed from Port-au-Prince International 
Airport-headed for Warsaw, Indiana. That 
team was comprised of twelve individuals 
from Warsaw Wesleyan Church . They had 
departed from the church parking lot on 
February 5 , bound for Haiti. Within the 
next week, the remaining career missionar
ies and physicians were called back to the 
states due to d1e c ivil unrest and regime 
change in the country of Haiti. 

By February 12, the news had stai1ed to 
come across E-mail that me conditions on the 
mainland were unpredictable and deteriorating. 
Global Partnership (the missionary ministry 
of The Wesleyan Church International) sent a 

message informing all missionary personnel to 
prepare to leave Haiti. 

Following a week of m inistry, the 
Warsaw team arri ved home safely. They 
will never forget the desperation of the 
people of Haiti. Few have jobs other than 
begging or limited agricultural work. Much 
of the land has been stripped bare by years 
of cutting down trees and failing to replant. 
Clean drinking water is limited to bottled 
water. On the island, there is a constant 
battle over the one mountain pipeline pro
viding water for thousands of families . Jn 
Port-au-Prince it is not abnormal to see 
people washing the ir clothes in a gutter and 
a few hundred feet down stream, children 
drinking from that same stream. Electric ity 
is limited to diesel generators that operate 
most of the time only l 7 hours a day. The 
government provides little resources and 
often complicates life for the people. 

After sharing their story with family 
and friends, many of the team members are 
ready to return once conditions become 
more stable. 

(For photos and further information, 

log on to www.wesleyan.org.) 

SUPERNATURAL 
Creative Infusion Conference 

June 18 & 19, 2004 

www.daybreak.tv 

www.wesleyan.org 13 



Q 
WESLtYAN L I F E 

... OBITUARIES 

Biggs, Barbara L., 67 
February 20, 2004 

Mrs. B iggs, Anderson, IN, 
passed away on February 20, 
2004. She was born in Little 

Rock, AR on February 6, 1937, but lived 
in Anderson most of her life. She married 
Robert F. Biggs Sr. on December 15, 1974. 
Barbara was a homemaker and former 
beautician. 

She is surv ived by her husband, Roben, 
and four children: Julie (Greg) Alexande r, 
Lora (Clarence) Prince, Jim (Marsha) 
Gordon, and Robert F. (Anita) Biggs Jr. , as 
well as seven grandchildren, seven great 
grandchi ldren, and several nieces and 
nephews. Two sisters, one brother, and one 
s ister-in-law also survive. 

She was preceded in death by he r 
parents, one brother, one son, and her 
mother-in-law. 

Brown, Rev. Richard William, 65 
November 12, 2003 

Rev. Richard "Bill" Brown, Muskegon, 
Ml, went to be with his Lord on November 
12, 2003. He was born May 23, 1938, 
in Manistee, Ml, 10 Elwin and Lenore 
(Domres) Brown. Bill was married to the 
fo1mer Ruby Putney, who preceded him in 
death on October 12, 1988. He was also 
preceded in death by his daughter, Te rri 
Lynn Hammond, and his brother, James. 
On December 16, 1989, he married the 
Fonner Margaret Selewski. As an ordained 
minister, he had served Oakwood Wesleyan 
Church in Muskegon. 

He is survived by his wife, Margaret; 
one son: Larry (Diane); three stepdaugh
ters: Mary (Joe) Bl iss, Kathy (Bruce) 
Toman, and Diane House; a son-in-law: 
Phillip Hammond; 13 grandchildren, 9 
great grandchildre n, and three brothers: 
Robert, Jack, and Gerald. 

Fisk, Rev. Floyd E., 84 
January 16, 2004 

Rev. Fisk, Findlay, OH. died 
January 16, 2004. He was born 
June 28, 19 19, in Springfie ld, 

O H, to Arthur and Minnie (Gimmell ) 
Fisk. Floyd married Irene 0 . Parshall on 
June 5, 1942, and she survives. 

He served as a missionary to India for 
five years and was ordained on the lA-MN 
District of The Wesleyan Church. He reti red 
from the Fonner RCA after 30 years. 

In addition to his wife, survivors include 
a daughter: Chery l (Larry) Reese; a son: 
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John (Suzanne); three grandchildren, and 
one great granddaughter. He was preceded 
in death by his daughter, Sharon; and three 
brothe rs: Lyndol, Ora, and Ford. 

in death. 

Mudgett, Rev. Archy, 85 
Rev. Mudgett, Tustin , CA, 

went to be wi th the Lord on 
August 3, 2003. Joyce, his 
wife of 58 years, preceded him 

Ordained in the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church, Archy pastored in the Dakota 
Dis trict and moved to CA in 1954, where 
he became the founding pastor of Arrow 
Highway Wesleyan (now Neighborhood 
Chris tian fe llowship) in Covina. His min
istry also included his service as the 
dis trict superinte nde nt of the CA 
Conference of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church from 196 1-1 967. 

Survivors include his daughte r, Jan, 
and his son, Mike. 

Rickman, Dr. Claude R. , 86 
February 13, 2004 

Dr. Rickman, Seneca, South 
Carolina, died February 13, 
2004. A past preside.nt, dean, 

and teache r at Southern Wesleyan 
Univers ity, 
he was origi-
nally from 

few years he was named academic vice 
president -academic dean- a position he 
held until 1968, when he was named presi
dent of the college, a posi tion he held for 11 
years, until 1979. 

The family has asked that memorials 
be made to Southern Wesleyan University, 
Central, SC 29630, or to Hephzibah 
Children's Home, 8601 Zebulon Road, 
Macon, GA 3 1220. 

Wirt, Milton Richard, 87 
January 12, 2004 

Mr. Wirt, C lay Center, KS, 
died January 12, 2004. He was 
born September 24, 19 16, in 

Randlett, OK, to C layburn N. and Nellie 
Marie (Barnes) Wirt. Milton married Fay 
Henneberg on September 24, 1939. 

He served as treasurer and business 
manager for the former Mil tonvale 
Wesleyan College for 19 years. He later 
managed the Farmers Insurance Agency 
in Clay Center. until January I , 1984. 

ln addition to his wife o f 64 years, 
survivors inc lude a daughter: Al ice 
(Wayne) Huff; two sons: Richard (Linda) 
and Clayburn (Elizabeth); a brother: Paul; 
seven grandchildre n, three s te p-grandchil
dre n, two great grandchild ren, and five 
step-great grandchildren. 

Transylvania 
County, NC. 

He graduated 
from what was 
then Wesleyan 
Methodist Junior 
College in 1939, 
completed his 
unde rgraduate 
degree at Indiana 
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Wesleyan 
University in 
1941. and joined 
the U.S. Navy. 

After the war. 
Rickman earned 
a doctorate at 1he 
University of 
No11h Carolina, 
and returned 
to Wesleyan 
Methodist 
College in 
1946. to teach 
history. world 
civilization, and 
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IN THE NEWS 
• Korean Researchers Clone 
Human Embryo 

Researchers in South Korea have 
become the first to successfully clone 
and dissect a human embryo for stern 
cell research. "Scientists conducting and 
advocating for human cloning as a 
means of deriving embryonic stem cells 
for research are crossing a moral line in 
the ir exploration of the human family," 
Carrie Earll , senior policy analyst for 
bioethics at Focus on the Family, has 
said. "T he real advances in regenerative 
medicine are already evident in success
fu l trials and actual therapies using 
non-embryonic stern cell sources such 
as bone marrow, umbilical cord blood, 
and the brain. No human li fe is 
destroyed in collecting these cells." 

• Catholic Priests Start Fund 
for Abuse Victims 

Roman Catholic priests in SD are 
seeking to he lp abuse victims in tangible 
ways. Afte r waves of sex abuse allega
tions against Roman Catholic priests 
began hitting dioceses across the coun
try, c le rgymen in SD decided to do 
somethi ng to help heal both victims 
and the Church. 

They created a nonprofi t organization 
called " Lazarus Fund." About 30 active 
and retired priests in the Rapid City 
Diocese are donating 5% of the ir 
monthly salaries to the fu nd, which 
picks up therapy costs for victims of 
sexual abuse and for abusers. In addition 
to the ir monetary contributions, the 
priests fast one day a week and hold 
weekly Masses to pray for healing the 
pain that sexual abuse has caused. 

• Roe v. Wade Was Nearly 
Overturned in 1992 

Abortion came painfully close to 
being outlawed in America 12 years 
ago! Court papers recently re leased 
revealed that in 1992, the Supreme 
Court was ready to overturn the Roe v. 
Wade ruli ng legalizing abortion, but 
Justice Anthony M. Kennedy backed 
out, and the vote went the other way. 
Internal notes in the papers of late 
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Justice Harry A. Blackmun reveal the 
secretive dealings that led to the court 's 
ruling in Planned Parenthood v. Casey 
that year. Details of the archived notes 
were first reported by National Public 
Radio, which got advance access. 

Black mun 's notes show that Ch ief 
Justice William H. Rehnquist led a five
justice majority to overrule Roe. Four 
other justices voting with Rehnquist 
were Byron White, Antonin Scalia, 
Clarence Thomas, and Kennedy. 
Kennedy, however, began to have sec
ond thoughts and agreed with Justices 
Sandra Day O 'Connor and David 
Souter, to a "compromise position." 
The ruling ended up allowing women to 
have abortions, largely free from state 
regulation. 

• Christian Organizations 
Serving in Emergency Network 

T he Christian Emergency Network 
(CEN) has announced the launch of an 
ongoing e ffort to prepare the Christian 
community to be "response ready" in 
times of national crisis. Several 
Christian groups are already a part of 
CEN, including the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association, Campus 
Crusade for Christ, the Evangelical Free 
Church of America, and the Salvation 
Army. Tom Bowen, who served with the 
search and recovery teams at Ground 
Zero after 9/ 11 , has recently joined CEN 
to assist in their efforts . 

www.eFa11ge/ica/-press.co111 

There are currently 842 megachurches 
-defi ned as non-Catholic churches 
with at least 2,000 weekly attendants
that host an excess of three million 
people on any given weekend, according 
to the research group Church Growth 
Today. While megachurches have dou
bled s ince 1998 , they still only represent 
one percent of all churches in America. 

"Pastor's Weekly Briefing" 

What would happen 
if you tried to liue 

on mostly milk? 

Is it time for you to 
add to your diet? 

Join a Sunday School 
class or group today! 



In Western culture, there is a lynch
pin of our values that seems right 
to just about everybody. We hear it 

expressed from our sandboxes in the 
park, to our skyboxes at sports stadiums. 
Even though one of the bas ic axioms of 
the times is "Life is not fair," our culture 
lives with the assumption that life 
should be adjusted and made to be fair. 

In Matthew 20: 1-1 6, Jesus gives us a 
window into the very heart of God. The 
story is simple. Jesus describes a hiring 
process. Some workers were hired early; 
some at midday ; some in the afternoon; 
and some just before quitting time. At 
the end of the day, they were all paid the 
same wage. 

Those who had worked all day felt 
that they should be paid more than those 
who had worked only part of the day. 
But the employer said, " You all agreed 
to the wage before it was paid." And then 
he firmly expressed: "It's my money and 
if I want to pay everyone the same amount, 
I can do just that." How patently unfair! 

But God's grace is not about fair
ness; it's about His love for us. 

For God so loved the world that He 
gave His one and only Son (Jn. 3:16) . 
God didn ' t send His Son to die for us 
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by Robert Croft 

because we 
were so good 

and deserved to 
be saved. In fact, 

in Romans 5:6-8 
Paul says, You see, at just 

the rigl11 time, when we were still 
powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 
Very rarely will anyone die f or a right
eous 111an, though fo r a good man 
someone 111ight possibly dare to die. 
But God demonstrates his own love fo r 
us in this: While 111e were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. 

I ask you: "Is that fair?" 
Jesus cries out: "Father, forgi ve 

them!" It would be one thing if this were 
said in an air-conditioned courtroom as a 
mere human advocate pleaded our case 
before the Alm ighty Judge, but these are 
the very words of the Son of God who 
cries for an outpouring of lavish love, 
when the fairness of punishment would 
seem so appropriate ! 

Christ is suffocating on the cross. But 
from somewhere deep within He sum
mons up an ember of remaining strength. 
And as He pushes down upon the nail 
that was driven through both His feet, it 
tears again at His flesh and bone. The 
pain is like a red-hot poker. As He pro
pels Himself higher, He gulps enough ai.r 
into His burning lungs to enable Hirn to 
cry out. But does He cry for the pain to 
stop? No. With love beyond our compre
hension, He calls out to His Father: 
"Forgive them" ! 

Who is the "them" for whom He 
prays? Who was on His mind that day, 

as three rusty nails held His body sus
pended between earth and sky? He 
thought of the one who led the parade 
into the garden the night before-the 
one who betrayed Him with a kiss. He 
cried out f'or the c lose friend who 
warmed his hands by the enemy's fire 
and swore that he never even knew 
Jesus. He offered up a prayer of forgive
ness for the unnamed soldiers who beat 
Him, stripped Him of His own c lothes, 
placed a robe on His back, mocked Him, 
and spit upon Him. Yet Jesus prayed, 
" forgive.'· 

Looking down through the ages, He 
saw you and me committing our acts of 
unrighteousness. And though we gos
siped and slandered, lied and murdered, 
displayed anger, jealousy, and arro
gance-sti ll He took pity and cried, 
"Father, forg ive them." 

The way that Jesus conducts Himself 
is nothing less than stunning. He doesn't 
ask the Father to be fair; instead, He 
asks Him to bestow grace, to lavish us 
with love, to give us mercy. 

The message of the Cross is that God 
is not fair! For if He were, you and I 
would be consigned to the fires of hell
forever! 

On the cross Jesus prayed, Father, 
fo rgive them, for they do not know what 
they are doing (Lk. 23:34). The One 
who prayed like that is the One I need 
and want to be my Savior! • 

Robert Croft is senior pastor of 
Hyde Wesleyan Church, Hyde, PA. 
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My age is somewhere ''between." 
Between bifocals and reading 
glasses; between walking the 
stairs or taking the elevator ; 

between wanting my chicks to fl y the 
coop and wanting to hide them under 
my wings. I' m middle aged-an age 
in which I have noticed that memories 
occupy more of my thoughts and 
provide increasing comfort. 

I am blessed, in that most sad and 
hurtful memories have disappeared like 

many a parent with the ir joyful noise. 
And the pastor encouraged and chas
tened his flock. Few Sunday services 
deviated from form. There was a same
ness, a consistency, and a peace
Sunday after Sunday. 

However, Easter Sundays were 
unique. Church be lls tolled Like every 
other Sunday, but there was an expectancy, 
an anticipation, a joy that somehow and 
in some way, this S unday would be dif
ferent. I don ' t believe the excitement 
was brought on by the rubbing of my 
patent leather shoes or the tightness of 
the elastic chin strap on my new straw 
hat, but, rather, by a change in the very 
atmosphere that filled the church. There 
was an expectancy of renewal, an 

So many came and filled the pews 
that the temperature rose substantially 
in the sanctuary. In order to drop the 
temperature a degree or two, a back 
door-rare ly opened at other times
was left ajar. The cool spring breeze 
that wafted in, purified the very air we 
breathed. All things appeared, sme lled, 
and felt new and full of life. 

We sang "Christ the Lord has Risen 
Today, Hallelujah." We felt that Christ 
the Lord had ri sen today! We sensed 
some of the passion of the women who 
left the empty tomb that fi rst Easter 
morning. So the women hurried away 
f rom the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, 
and ran to tell his disciples (Matt. 28:8). 
We, too, le ft the empty tomb, knowing 

a beach swept c lean after the tide. Other 
memories come and go-triggered by 
scent, sight , words, o r song-and they 
provide great joy. These memories are 
treasured like the conch shell that sets on 
my file cabinet. The shell was an 
unexpected find- fully fonned, 
lying at the edge of spark.ling 
surf. A single glance at thi s shell 
brightens even the darkest and 
coldest of days. 

One of my "conch shell mem
ories" is that of childhood Easter 
Sunday mornings. This Easter 
memory, rather than being trig
gered by chocolate rabbits and 
marshmallow eggs, is triggered 
by gray-haired ladies attending 
church, dressed in pastel flowered 
dresses. I find comfort in the 
treasured memory of childhood 
Easter Sunday mornings spent 

Easter Sunday 
• emaries 

---- --- by Tammi Huggins 

in the house of God. 
As a child , I attended a white 

c lapboard church. ft was situated 
high on the hill , as if it were care-
fully placed in a model rai lroad 
village. Its stately bell tower 
could be seen for miles. The bells 
rang out over the valley each 
Sunday morning. They seemed to 
announce, " You have fi ve minutes to 
climb the steps into the sanctuary and be 
seated to hear the Word of the Lord." 
Most of the congregation walked to 
church, and a few, upon hearing the 
bells, sprinted. The sprinters, regardless 
of age, were able to enter the sanctuary, 
remove their coats and hats, and read the 
bulletin simultaneously. Songs like 
Amazing Grace, Crown Him With Many 
Crowns, and / Love to Tell the S101y 
were crooned out loudly, while sopranos 
lingered on each and every high note. 
The youth choir-faces scrubbed, shoes 
shined, and robed in gold-sw-prised 
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anticipation of life. There was hope. 
That very expectancy seemed evident on 
all the faces that entered the sanctuary. 

The smiles were broader and the 
handshakes were hardier. The sanctuary 
smelled of fresh palm fronds and white 
Easter lilies in the chilled morning air. 
The "cry room" in the back of the sanc
tuary was teeming with activity as 
beautifully dressed babies, toddlers, and 
parents jostled to find their seats. In the 
pews, fami lies moved closer and closer 
together to make room for more of the 
flock. Women wore brightly-colored 
printed dresses, g loves, and flowered 
hats. The change from the winter-drab 
garb was a cheery and welcomed one. 

something wonderful had occun-ed
wanting to te ll others of the newness, 
the promise of li fe, j oy, and hope that 
permeated the Easter morning service. 

I thank God for these vivid memories. 
They revive in me Easter Sunday j oy. 
They produce an excitement that 
something wonderful has happened 
and will happen again. 

Thank You, Lord, that I am in the 
"between"-old enough to treasure such 
memories and young enough to be 
revived in joy and hope. Thank You for 
Easter Sunday memories. • 

Tammi Huggins is a freelance writer 
living in Danville, IN. 

www.wesleyan.org 17 



M any churches reach out to their 
communities during the holidays, 
with special programs to attract 

visitors. But new research by the Barna 
Research Group has found that most 
Protestant churches have overlooked one 
important matter: Nobody is covering 
the phones! 

Based on attempted telephone contacts 
-calls made a min imum of five times 
during business hours, with one call 
made each day at different times of 
the day, over the course of a two-week 
period-wi th 3,400 Protestant churches 
randomly selected from across the nation 
during last December, the study revealed 
that a human being could not be reached 
at 55% of the nation's churches. 
Overall ... 

• One out of every five Protestant 
churches (I 9%) had neither a 
person nor an answering machine 
responding to calls; the phone 
simply rang without any response 
in each of the five separate 
attempts. 
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• One out of every 
six churches ( 16%) 
had an answering 
mach ine responding 
to all five attempts. 

• One out of every 
five churches (20%) had e ither 
an answering machine or no 
answer at all during the initial 
five attempts. 

"Instant communication has 
become second nature in our world," 
notes George Barna, who di rected 
the study. "With cell phones, instant 
messaging, and o ther high-tech means 
of facilitating immediate contact 
wi th others, organizations that 
seemingly defy people to penetrate 
their fortress quickly become an 
afterthought in people's lives. Busy 
schedules, competitiveness, and ques
tions about the user-friendly quotient of 
churches make it increasingly unlikely 
that consumers-especially those who 
are not connected or are only marginally 
associated with a church-will endure 
the frustration of difficult communica
tion to pursue a church. 

ease 

-gain 
If mi nistry is based on relationships 

and interaction, then many churches 
might fi nd it easier to penetrate the com
munity if they were more accessible to 
the people who are showing an interest 
in the church." • 

Contact Barna Research Group at 
www.bama.org for further information . 
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HOLINESS 

Sanctified 
of gold and silver compared to 
wood and c lay. The text 
speaks of sanctifi ed vessels, 
fu rther described as honorable, 
and the process by which this 
sanctification takes place. 

Vessels 

by D. Wayne Brown 

I
n a large house there are articles nor 
only of gold and silve,; but also of 
wood and clay; some are for noble 

purposes and some fo r ignoble. If a 
man cleanses himself from the latter, 
he will be an instrument for noble 
purposes, made holy, useful to the 
Master and prepared to do any good 
work (2 Tim. 2:20, 21). 

Conditions that exist in the fellow
ship of believers are of great concern 
to the Lord. St. Paul uses the expres
sion " large house" in describing the 
structure of this relationship, and may 
have been thinking about our Lord's 
words on the occasion when He was 
cleansing the temple, as recorded in 
Matthew 21:1 3-"/t is wrillen, " he said 
to them, "'My house will be called a 
house of praye,; 'but you are making it 
a 'den of robbers."' 

Paul's figure of speech depicts a 
king's house or a wealthy man 's 
dwelling. In it are vessels of gold, s il
ver, wood, and earth-all of which are 
illustrative of people in the church
some honorable, some dishonorable. A 
distinction is made between the compar
ative lasting value of gold and silver 
vessels over the more perishable wood 
and clay ones. There is also the beauty 
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VESSELS SET APART 
Paul states in Galatians 6: 14 

- May I never 
boast except 

in the 
cross of 

our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 

through 
which 1he 

world has been 
crucified 10 me, and 

I to 1he world. Thi s is a 
separation from the world 

of sin unto a special, 
God-centered 

purpose. 
Each disciple 

is to li ve, not in 
an isolation of 

non-productivity, but 
rather in a ~ire to practice a radiant 
relationship with Christ and a multi tude 
of "honorable vessels." There is great 
strength in being a part of a holy union 
where the multiplication of believers is 
the normal result of separated and sanc
tified human vessels working toward a 
holy purpose. 

VESSELS THAT ARE SANCTIFIED 
The Apostle Paul prays an interest

ing prayer, which is recorded in First 
Thessalonians 5:23. May God himself, 
the God of peace, sanclify you through 
and 1hrough. May your whole spirit, 
soul and body be kept blameless at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Chris!. 

How can a cleansing or sanitizing of 
a human being be more all-inclusive than 
that which takes in spirit, soul , and body? 
The thoroughness of th is sanctification 
is so effective as to render the believer 
"blameless" before God. No wonder 
that Jesus said, Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they will see God (Matt. 5:8). 

We must not forget that the separation 
from the world-spirit of sin is an act 
on our part. But the work of san itizing 
and cleansing the human heart is an 
act of God. 

VESSELS EQUIPPED FOR A 
PURPOSE 

The Scriptures say that these 
honorable and sancti fied vessels are 
useful to 1he Master. 

Who will use these gold and sil ver 
vessels? Who is to receive glory from 
the utility of any or a ll of their gifts? 
The answer is, the Master. The word 
111as1er speaks of an absolute ruler who 
requires the submission of our e ntire 
volitional nature. That sanctified vessel 
is anxious also to do the whole will of 
the Master. Such a vessel becomes a 
usable, pliable, and delightful tool with 
no purpose but to be used of the Master. 
It is consecrated. 

THE BEAUTY OF THE VESSELS 
The language here is expressive of 

ornamentation, beauty, and attractive
ness when it speaks of vessels of gold 
and sil ver. We read a special command 
in Psalm 29:2- Worship 1he Lord in 
the splendor of his holiness. 

God created our world and other 
worlds so massively beyond our com
prehension that all we can do is strain 
our minds in thinking about the great
ness of God. But God's creation of 
worlds holds no compar ison wi th the 
greatness of His plan of salvation, 
which provides for the redemption of 
men- His created vessels. 

May we, as His chosen vessels, not 
grieve the Holy Spirit by fa iling to avail 
ourselves of that beauty of holiness so 
generously provided by a loving heav
enly Father. • 

from Journey into Holiness: Experiencing 
God's Power for Holy Living, available 
through Wesleyan Publishing House at 

800.493.7539 or www.wesleyan.org/wph 
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PERSON;r;;STIMONY 
by Jan R. Boston 

Goodness 
and 

Where was God's mercy on 
the morning of January 29, 
1985? Our phone rang at 

6:30 A.M., and a voice began, "Pastor 
Boston?" It was our son's pastor from 
Indiana. "This is the most difficult 
phone call I' ve ever made," he contin
ued. "David is dead." 

Our 33-year-old son had been killed 
instantly, in an explosion. He had been 
standing by his Snap-on® tool truck, 
when a faulty propane gas tank 
exploded, causing the truck to shatter 
into tiny bits of metal there in his front 
yard. 

It was the darkest, saddest day in our 
lives. Little did we know at the begin
ning of that new year, that this tragedy 
would come. Our lives, on this earth, 
would change forever. 

Each January, we al l begin a journey 
into a future known only by God Himself. 
We can choose to see it as a fresh start 
for each of us. There is hope. There is 
promise. There is grace. There is good
ness. There is mercy. And there is God. 
Always. No matter if good or ill comes 
our way. God reminds us that Surely 
goodness and mercy will follow me all 
the days of my life (Psalm 23:6). 
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Some friends once told us the story 
of their little fi ve-year-old boy who 
was about to be disciplined for some 
improper behavior. He began to cry to 
his mother: "Mercy ! Mercy ! Mercy!" 
But his seven-year-old sister was in the 
background calling, "Don' t give him 
any. Don't give him any!" 

Isn' t it like all of us to want some
thing we don' t deserve? Yet isn' t it like 
our Heavenly Father to give us goodness 
and mercy time and time again? 

But that January day in 1985, where 
was God's goodness and mercy to our 
son, his wife, and their two small daugh
ters? Could we find what we needed 
for our family, even in this tragic situ
ation? 

It had been the beginning of a new 
year, and we had hopes and dreams. Our 
faith in God was firm. Our walk with 
God was thr illing. But now our hearts 
had been broken. As we focused on that 
passage from Psalm 23, we began to 
accept God promises. God 's goodness 
and mercy had been there when the 
accident happened. It was there, protect
ing our son's little family from the 
flying debris. It had been there as we 
silently drove over 300 miles to get to 
where our son had lived. God had prom-

Charles and Jan Boston 

ised that His presence would follow us 
all the days of our lives-and we found 
it to be so. 

We made funeral arrangements, 
greeted friends and loved ones, and held 
on to the Lord. In our desperate time of 
grief, we knew that God was sustaining 
us. 

One morning, with just immediate 
family at the breakfast table, our nine
year-old granddaughter asked if she 
could read something from the Bible. 
With childlike faith, she read the fol
lowing words from Lamentations: It is 
of the Lord's mercies that we are not 
consumed, because his compassions fail 
not. They are new every morning: great 
is thy faithfulness. The Lord is my por
tion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope 
in him (La. 3:22-24 KJV). 

There was God's goodness and 
mercy again. In His infinite care, God 
was continuing to sustain our family. 

And we continue to take heart in 
the final words of that comforting 23rc1 
Psalm: And I will dwell in the house of 
the Lord fo rever. • 

Jan R. Boston is a freelance writer from 
Canton, OH. She and her husband pastored in 

Wesleyan churches for 45 years. 
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very 14 ! conds in Africa 
a child is orphaned by AIDS! 

AIDS is devastating Zambia 
• 1 in 5 of all Zambians are HN-positive 

• 300 Zambians die each day due to AJ DS 

• 4 school teachers die every day 

• 600,000 orphans live in Zambia 

• 46% of all households care fo r orphans 

Religion that God our father 
accepts as pure and faultless is this: 

to look after widows and orphans. 
- James 1:27 

Community Orphan Trusts 
World Hope's community 
based orphan assistance project Hope for Tomorrow 
provides widows, orphans and caregivers tangible Hope for Toman-ow. 
Partnering with a communi ty orphan trust helps create a means of 
sustainable resources fo r the trust to meet the needs of its orphans. 

Yes! I want to lielp care for orphans tl1rougl1 a trust. 
Ti tle O Mr. 0 Mrs. 0 Ms. 0 M iss 

Name------------------

Phone -----------------

Address-----------------
City _____ _____ Stale _ Zip _ __ _ 

Email ------------------

Enclosed is my gift of$ _ __ (amount) 

D Please send me an orphan trust information kit 

• Visa, Masteraird and 
Ameriain E.xpress accepted. 

• Make checks payable to 
World Hope International. 

• Pre-Authorized checking 
available. Please call for 
more infonnation. 

• Gifts of stock may be 
received. Call for more 
information. 

• All gifts are tax deductible. 
Receipts are provided. 

AD0304 

Springfield, VA 22152 

888-466-HOPE (4673) 
www.worldhope.net 
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Do you know a fa mily struggling wi th 

issues that threaten to tear them apart? 

David T hompson candidly shares the story of 

his own fa mily s battles with some of these 

issues-and their eventual healing- as an example 

of God s work in this area. Convinced that 

Christian discipleship leads to restoration, he 

offers solid, biblical principles that any family 
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healing, and recovery. 
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by Norman G. Wilson, General Editor 

• 1rs and 

What is there about the human psyche that seems 
to place added significance on "first" things? 

Historical events: dropping the first atomic bomb; the 
firs t man on the moon. Seasonal happenings: the fi rst 
snowfall of winter; the first robin of spring. Personal 
memories: your first day at school; your first love; 
your first job. Not far behind in importance are " last'" 
things. The last day of school; your last day at work; 
your last dollar. 

Since this is the last issue of The Wesleyan 
Advocate, I decided to look back to the first, published 
in July 1968 . A product of the merger that resulted in 
The Wesleyan Church, its immediate predecessors 
were THE PILGRIM HOLINESS AD VOCATE and 
THE WESLEYAN METHODIST. They, in turn , were 
the offspring of earlier publications. 

THE PILGRIM HOLINESS ADVOCATE was 
given birth in 1923. For it to begin, THE INTERNA
TIONAL HOLINESS AD VOCATE had to come to an 
end. Finding the parent publication of THE WES
LEYAN METHODIST was a bit more difficult. 
Perhaps the earliest publication of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Connection was THE AMERICAN WES
LEYAN OBSERVER. Another was THE TRUE 
WESLEYAN. These early journals were powe1ful 
agents for scriptural holiness and social change. 

The last issues of both THE ADVOCATE and 
THE WESLEYAN were published in May 1968. 
T HE ADVOCATE enjoyed a life span of 47 years and 
THE WESLEYAN continued for 125 years. In the last 
month of their existence, both magazines paid tribute 
to their past. 

What was more significant to me, however, was the 
fact that both announced the birth of a new magazine, 
with vis ion and hope. In looking to the future, Dr. 
George Failing, editor of THE WESLEYAN said , 
"The Church and our magazines have the future that 
we make possible for them. To do this wi ll require 
vision and courage." While THE ADVOCATE editor, 

Dr. Armor D. Peisker wrote, "Memory passes into 
hope . The radiance of the sky behind us throws 
brightness on the path ahead." 

Since "Page Three" was first introduced as a regular 
feature of this magazine in January 1993, this is my 
one hundred and twenty-sixth writing. The subject 
matter has varied greatly. Most often it has been an 
attempt to address serious and relevant topics which 
bear on the life of the Church . 

Ever since the decision was made to give birth to 
yet another totally new publication, I have pondered 
the question of this last Page Three. Should it be a 
salute to the past? A tribute to Ors. Robe1t W. McIntyre, 
George E. Failing , and Wayne E. Caldwell , who 
preceded me in this office? A grateful recogni tion of 
our faithful subscribers and friends? Should it be an 
attempt to transfer your allegiance to our new and 
exciting venture , WESLEYAN LIFE? 

My conclusion is, it should be all of those and 
more. It should echo the noble words of our predeces
sors. Our last words could not improve upon the 
message of their last words . Dr. Failing was right in 
1968 , and is still right today. T he Church's new 
magazine "will have the fu ture that we make possible 
for it." And it will take "vision and courage." 

WESLEYAN LIFE is a testimony to the courage 
of the Board of General Superintendents, the General 
Board , and the General Administrative Counsel. And 
the vision for its success will rest , not just wi th the 
editorial staff, but in the heruts and minds of pastors 
and laypersons all across The Wesleyan Church. 

Nor can I improve on Dr. Peisker 's challenge to 
" let memory pass into hope." With the radiance of 36 
years behind us-throwing a bright light on the path 
ahead - we publish the last issue of The Wesleyan 
Advocate and ask for your prayers, patience, good 
will , and support for our new Church magazine, 
WESLEYAN LIFE. • 



Family Matters 

Today, many home-cooked meals originate 
outside the home. A cottage industry of 

chef-cooked meals for frenzied fami lies has 
arisen from the ashes of TY dinner containers 
and fried chicken buckets. But servings and 
service are still key issues in the care and 
feeding of the family. 

May is typically a time for reflecting on that 
family. Mother is usually treated to cards and 
flowers. Graduates are treated to gift certificates 
and money trees. And Dad gets to do the picking 
and paying! Traditions do have their impo1tance 
- especially serving as a tiny drop of glue that 
helps to hold a family together. 

The fami ly's character and characteristic may 
have gone under society 's surgical knife , but 
its foundation is as old as Eden and as fresh 
as the Word of God. Revisionists can only 
tinker with the family ; they can't terminate it. 
Rebels (religious or otherwise) can't keep a 
bride AND groom decoration from sitting atop 
a June wedding cake. Courts can 't prevent a 
bedside "Now I lay me down to sleep" prayer. 
And dark clouds can 't hide a first-time 
father 's smile. 

This is the last issue of The Wesleyan 
Advocate. From this particular publishing 
pulpit, the core beliefs of Christ and His 
church have been sincerely preached. A brand 
new magazine, Wesleyan Life, will be in your 
hands next month. But the message won' t be 
altered. The cover may change, but the 
cause will remain: holiness of heart and 
life-enough to teach the world how to sing 
the same sweet song of salvation while 
walking in a strange new land . 
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Teaching Your Child 
About Finan 

Each generation is responsible for 
passing on the gospel message and 
the truths found in the Scriptures to 

its chjldren. Train up a child in the way 
he should go, even when he is old he will 
not depart from it (Pr. 22:6). Since parents 
should be the primary instructors of their 
children , biblical principles of finance 
and how to handle money is an area of 
instruction that must not be neglected. 
However, it will not come naturally. 

METHODS OF TEACHING 
Generally, parents spend from 18 to 

22 years preparing their children for life 
and adulthood. However, they usually 
spend only a few hours teaching them 
the value and use of the money they wi ll 
use throughout their lives and how to 
handle that mo ney according to God's 
established principles. 

In order to teach God's principles of 
finance and how to handle money, parents 
should use three methods: communication, 
example, and application. 

Communication-These words, which l 
am commanding you today, shall be on 
your heart. You shall teach them diligently 
to your sons and shall talk of them when 
you sit in your house and when you walk 
by the way and when you lie down and 
when you rise up (Dt. 6:6,7). Parents 
need to use the Bible and show their 
children God 's principles of finance as 
they are fou nd in His Word. In adrution, 
they need to communicate verbally with 
their children and teach them the scrip
tural ways and means of handling money. 

Example-In addition to the study of 
God's Word and verbal instruction, parents 
must also "practice what they preach" by 
beino oood examples. Because children are bb 

so impressionable, they easily recognize 
and adopt their parents' attitude toward 
money. Therefore, parents must be godly 
role models on how to handle money. 
Everyone, after he has been fully trained, 
will be like his teacher (Lie. 6:40). In other 
words, parents can verbally teach what they 

TWA I May 2004 

by Larry Burkett 
(1939-2003) 

believe, but they reproduce who they are 
and what they live. 

Application-Children need to be given 
the opportunities to see how God's finan
cial princ iples are applied in the lives of 
their parents and need to be given the 
opportunity to apply them themselves. 
The best model for chi ldren is for them to 
see their parents actually applying God's 
principles of finance in their famjly life. 
Then the children can see that the famjfy 
is blessed and famjfy needs are met 
because scriptural principles are followed. 

AREAS OF TEACHING 
T here are certain areas of financi al 

teaching that parents need to adopt as 
their primary focus: income, budgeting, 
saving, debt, tithing, and giving. 

Income- As soon as a child is ready for 
school , he or she should begin to receive 
an income to manage. Whether that income 
is earned or given as an allowance is a 
decision that must be made by the parents. 
Whatever the choice, parents need to begin 
to instill within their children that bound
aries must be placed on how money should 
be spent and that spending must not exceed 
income. In other words, encourage them to 
ruscipline their spending to remain within 
their income, ruscourage them from bor
rowing, and impress the need to save and 
accumulate in order to buy. 

Budgeting-As soon as children begin 
to receive income, they should be taught 
how to div ide that income into categories 
and how to budget. The categories may 
be as simple as saving, spending, and 
giving. Whatever the case, encourage 
them to budget and not to spend their 
entire income o n personal desires just 
because they have it to spend. 

Saving-Children should be encouraged 
to save regularly a portion of their 

incomes and not to deplete their savings 
when they want to buy something that 
they feel they need. Saving must be 
ongoing and if any of it is withdrawn and 
spent , it should be replaced. Eventually 
they shou ld be taught the difference 
between emergency savings, long-term 
sav ings, and investment saving. 

Debt- Parents need to teach their chil
dren the cost of borrowing and how 
d ifficult it is to get out of debt once they 
are in debt. They should be encouraged 
to stay out of debt and to purchase with 
cash w henever possible. 

Tithing- Parents must instill within their 
children, from the very beginning, the 
mandatory necessity of tithing to the Lord 
and help them understand that this is a prin
ciple that must not be compromjsed. The 
firs t part of any and all of their incomes 
must be tithed to the Lord-before personal 
purchases, savings, or recreation. 

Giving-In addition to tithing, parents need 
to encourage their children to set aside a 
certain amount of their incomes to help 
people in need, such as mjssions or special 
humanitarian projects, or to purchase or 
oive items for the benefit of others. b 

Parents must make financial training 
a priority, and they must discipline 
themselves to be consistent in their 
instructions and in their example. • 

Reprinted with permission from Crown 
Financial Ministries, www.crown.org 
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• Nine out of ten parents of children 
under age 13 (85%) believe they have 
the primary responsibility for teaching 
their children about religious beliefs 
and spiritual matters, while J 1 % said 
their church is primarily responsible. 

• One out of every five parents of 
children under 13 (19%) has ever 
been personally contacted or spoken to 
by a church leader to discuss the par
ents' involvement in the spiritual life 
and developme nt of their children. 

Marriage-
• A majority of American adults (56%) 

are married . 

• Marital status appears to be re lated to 
church attendance. Whi le only one out 
of four married adults are unchurched 
(26%), 46% of individuals who have 
never been married and 40% of those 
presently divorced are unchurched. 

Divorce-
• The region of the U.S. in which 

divorce is least likely is the No1theast. 
In that area, 28% of adults who have 
been married have also been divorced , 
compared to 32% in the Midwest, 35% 
in the South , and 38% in the West. 

• Overall, 33% of all "born again" individ
uals who have been married have gone 
through a divorce, which is statistical ly 
identical to the 34% incidence among 
non-born again adults . 

Parents of Children-
• Nearly half (47%) of all married couples 

have children under the age of 18 li ving 
in their home. 

• 14% of parents with children under the 
age of 18 are single and have never 
been married. 

6 www.wesleyan.org 
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Teenagers-
• Teens appear to be closer to their 

mothers than their fathers , with 57% 
of U.S. teens indicating that they are 
emotionally close with the ir mothers, 
compared to 39% of teens indicating 
that they are emotionally close to 
their fathers . 

• 78% of American teens say that their 
parents have a lot of influence on 
their life . 

Pastors and Their Families-
• An overwhelming majori ty of 

Protestant pastors are married (94%) . 

• Half of all pastors ( 49%) reveal 
that their family life has suffered 
significantly as a result of the pressure 
and demands of their ministry. 

Taking Children to Church-
• Just less than two out of three adults 

(63%) who were churched as children 
take their own children to a church, 
whkh is double to proportion among 
adults who were not churched and who 
now take their kids to church (33%). 

• Adults who attended church as a child 
are twice as likely as others to read the 
Bible during a typical week; twice as 
likely to attend a church worship serv
ice in a typical week; and nearly 50% 
more likely to pray to God during a 
typical week. • 

-Wlvw.bama.org 

+ 
Emergency 

Preparedness 
lor Families 

The Christian Emergency Network offers 
the following emergency preparedness tips 
provided by the American Red Cross. 

Build a kit. 
Assemble enough supplies (at one locatior 

in your home) to meet your needs for at least 
three days. Have plenty of flashlights (not 
candles, due to the fire hazard risk). Build a 
disaster supplies kit to take with you if you 
need to leave your home. The following items 
should be included: water (one gallon per 
person per day), food, first aid supplies, 
blanket or sleeping bag, radio and batteries. 

Make a plan. 
Plan where to meet following a disaster. 

Determine the best escape routes from your 
home and out of your community. Ask an out
of-town person to become your "family 
contact," so that other family members can 
call this person and tell them where they are. 
Everyone must know your contact's number. 

Get trained in lifesaving skills. 
Take a course in CPR and first aid at your 

local Red Cross chapter. Many Red Cross 
chapters offer a 90-minute presentation that 
includes basic instruction in first aid and 
disaster preparedness. To find the chapter 
nearest you, go to www.redcross.org and link 
to Chapter Locator. 

Sign up to be a volunteer. 
There are many volunteer opportunities at 

Red Cross chapters, for people of all ages. As a 
disaster action team member you can offer 
assistance to the victims of fires and other 
emergencies; as an Armed Forces Emergency 
Services (AFES) caseworker you can help send 
emergency messages to U.S. troops overseas; or 
as a Blood Services volunteer you can help regis· 
ter people at Red Cross blood collection sites. 

Give blood. 
Every two seconds, someone in the U.S. 

needs blood, but only 5% of the eligible popu· 
lation gives blood every year. Healthy donors 
are the only source of blood. Is that you? 
Blood is needed for emergencies and for peo
ple who have cancer, blood disorders, and 
other illnesses. For the nearly five million peo
ple who require blood transfusions every year 
your donation can make the difference 
between life and death. • 

provided b 
christia11e111ergency11envork.or 
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•Godlv 
Familv Heritage 
I f you' re like me, you' ve 

probably heard testmonies 
in church services, where 

Can Begin With 
people have praised the Lord 

for their godly heritage, especially as 
it pertained to being brought up in a 
home where the love of Christ was 
evident. A number of Christians have 
had thjs special blessing upon their 
lives . They have memories of devo
tional times, going to church as a 
family, and seeing a Christlike exam
ple lived out by theiJ parents. 

For years, I'd hear these testimorues 
and wish that I could identify with the 
joy and peace that must have often 
prevailed in these Christian homes. 
Often , I felt left out and set aside 

' 
because I had no testimony of a godly 
example in my home when I was a 
child. By contrast, sataruc darkness 
permeated my chjldhood with pain 
and despair, delivered by my mother 
and stepfather. 

There are many ChJistians whose 
childhood was blessed by loving, moral 
parents-even though there was no 
Christian influence in the home. But 
what about those people who , like me, 
have only childhood memories of abuse 
and sadness? Do we spend the rest of 
our lives in a time warp of self-pity? 
Or is there something better, calling 
us to a life of "new beginnings"? 

With God 's immeasurably healing 
grace, I believe we who have had 
unhappy childhoods can make great 
strides in becorrung whole, complete, 
and joy-filled individuals if we will 
allow God to do His miracle-workino e, 

plan of leading us on a path to recov-
ery. "For I know the plans I have for 
you, " declares the Lord, "plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, 
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plans to give you hope and afuture." 
These words from Jeremiah 29: 11 can 
be a healing balm to your soul , if you 
will accept the truth of God 's promise. 

I have come to realize that individ
uals whose young lives have been 
shattered by destructi ve situations and 
people , can do something other than 
following a pattern of abuse to which 
they may have been exposed. If you 
are one of those people, I believe now 
can be the very time that you begin to 
put a godly heritage in place for 
family members whose lives you are 
helping to mold. 

Consider the following: 

• If you have children in your 
home, or are participating in the 
nurturing of grandchildJen, 
rueces, or nephews, take advan
tage of family situations which 
allow you to share what the Bible 
has to say about a time when 
something similar happened . This 
will let children know, early on , 
that the Bible is relevant. 

• Think about things you wish had 
been different in your childhood. 
How would you like to change 
this for your children or grand
children? Do you wish you could 
have had parents who seemed 
interested in your school activi
ties or hobbies? Then why not 
make an effort to attend parents' 
or grandparents' day at the 
school(s) your childJen or grand
children attend? Or spend some 

time getting to know something 
about their favorite hobbies. 

• What about all those times in 
your childhood when you would 
have loved for your parents to be 
available and interested in the 
myriad of questions you had 
about the future? If you make 
yourself available, you might be 
surprised at what your kids or 
grandkids would like to share 
with you. 

• Make it a priority for childJen 
under your influence to know that 
they have a comfort zone to come 
to when they' re with you . Value 
the fact that they want to spend 
time with you. Allow them to 
share their opinions with you, 
without being "shot down." If 
they find you're willing to listen 
to what they have to say, they'll 
probably be more willing to listen 
to your observations and advice. 

If you' ll take the time to prayer
fully consider what God would have 
you do, you'll find that there are many 
ways to minfater to those you love, as 
you begin a godly heritage for your 
family. And each time you give of 
yourself to minister to someone else, 
you ' II find that it helps you in your 
healing process, as well. • 

- anonymous 
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G E N E R A L 

(I tor) Thomas E. Armiger, 
Earle L. Wilso11, David W. Holdren 

T
his issue of The Wesleyan 
Advocate will be the last. I'm 
sure that you will agree with 
me in saying that it has been 

a valuable source of information 
and inspiration. In the offices of the 
General Superintendents there are 
bound copies of the magazine- from 
its beginnings in 1968-to the present. 
We treasure them, and use them rather 
frequently as important reference mate
rials . It is also a sentime ntal journey 
to read through what are now their 
historic pages. 

Of course, any publication depends 
on visionary and faithful leadership . 
Through all these years , The Wesleyan 
Church has been served extre mely 
we ll by the editors of The Wesleyan 
Advocate: Dr. Robert W. McIntyre, 
Dr. George E. Failing , Dr. Wayne E . 
Caldwell , and Dr. Norman G. Wilson. 
They and their staff personnel have 
made a significant contribution to all o f 
our lives , and certainly to the world of 
Christian literature. We salute them and 
what they have produced. Hat's off to 
the past. 

Beginning with the June 2004 
issue , a new magazine will come into 
existence. We have named it WES
LEYAN LIFE. Unlike The Wesleyan 
Advocate , WESLEYAN LIFE w ill not 
be a subscription-based periodical; but 
rather, it will be a contro lled subscrip
tion , mailed in bulk , free of charge to 
each Wesleyan church throughout 
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Our New 
Magazine 

North America , each quarter. One or 
more persons will be appointed in 
each local church to distribute the 
new magazine to each family attending 
that church. Persons wishing to have 
WESLEYAN LIFE mailed to their 
home will have the opportunity to 
have that service by paying a voluntary 
subscription rate. Each quarterly issue 
will provide ma iling information for 
such home-de livery service. 

WESLEYAN LIFE will not simply 
be a redesign of The Wesleyan Advocate. 
It will be a new Church magazine. 
The layout and format will be different; 
the content will be different; the num
ber of pages increased; the purpose 
altered. WESLEYAN LIFE will 
abound with news from all over the 
Wes leyan world. It will emphasize the 
ministry opportunities and services by 
every department and auxiliary of the 
C hurch. It wi ll speak to who we are 
as Wesleyans-our core values , our 
mi ssion in the world , and the positions 
we take on current social and moral 
issues . It will provide a challe nge to 
both ministers and laypersons, regarding 
leadership development, to a id our 
spiritual formation in both our personal 
and congregational health . 

With a beginning circulation of 
at least 50 ,000, WESLEYAN LIFE 
will provide us with the possibility of 
reachi ng our Wesleyan constituency
somethi ng we were not able to do with 
the subscription based The Wesleyan 

.~ -Wilson 

Advocate . People vis iting our churches , 
or recently new to The Wes leyan 
Church, w ill have an opportunity to 
see who we are and to read of our 
contribution in local communities 
and around the world. 

In order for WESLEYAN LIFE 
to accomplish its purpose in reaching 
the Wesleyan constituency, it will 
require the diligence of all pastors in 
developing a distribution strategy and 
appointing people to carry out that 
important function. The Board of 
General Superintendents urges all 
Wesleyan pastors to both promote 
the new magazine and organize a 
distribution system in their local 
church. 

WESLEYAN LIFE will not be just 
a magazine for regular attendees; it 
will also serve as another introductory 
piece of literature to be placed in the 
hands of visitors . Immediately, the 
recipients of the new magazine will 
understand that The Wesleyan Church 
is a global Church; that it is providing 
ministries and educational opportunities 
far beyond those which can be offered 
by any local church. 

Look with anticipation for the very 
first issue of WESLEYAN LIFE -the 
new denominational magazine of The 
Wesleyan Church-when it comes to 
your church. • 
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LDJ Coach 
Training 

.I' Do you believe God has called you 
to be as effective as possible in your 
ministry? 

.I' Are you convinced God wants to lead 
your church to achieve its full spiritual 
potential in your community? 

.I' Do you sometimes wish you had an 
objective person outside of your 
congregation to help you think 
through the options and strategies 
for your ministry? 

.I' Are you ready to be held accountable 
for the personal and professional goals 
you set for yourself? 

.I' Would having an experienced pastor 
as your encourager, challenger, cheer
leader, confidant, and prayer partner 
be helpful? 

If you answered positively to any of these 
questions, the Leadership Development 
Journey coach relationship is what you 
need. 

"Coaching is the process of coming 
alongside a person or team to help them 
discover God's agenda for their life and 
ministry, and then cooperating with the 
Holy Spirit to see that agenda become 
a reality." 

- Robert Logan 

Coach training is available. 
Call (317) 774-3896 

E-mail heerk@wesleyan.org 

Leadership Development Journey 
Dr. Ken Heer, Coordina1or 

Box 50434 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 
www.wesleya11 .org/ldj 
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In the Heart 

of Your 

Community ... 

'(lbovi & 
:Biyond 

f_Kg [erva 11 t 
Creative 

q:un 

Wesleyan Women 
Breakfast 

at 

GE ERAL CONFERENCE 

Amway Grand Hotel 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Monday, June 21 
7:00-8: 15 a.m. 

$20.00 
(i11c/11des packet of resources 011d f ree gifts) 

Register online: www.wesleyan.org/women 
E -mail: ww@wesleyan.org 
Call: 317.774. 7974 
Mail completed form and payment co: 

Wesleyan Women 
PO Box 50434 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 

~ -- --------------------------------
(Tear off and se nd in if registering by mail.) 

Address 

City ______ State. ____ _ 

Zip 

E-mail address 

Number attending _______ _ 

Payment included _______ _ 

0 Cash 

D Check 

D Visa / MC # - ------- 

Expiration date ---------

Reservations will be confirmed 

Wesleyan W omen Breakfast 
Ge11eral Conference 
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Wesleyans Celebrate 
New World Headquarters 

praising God in song 

The sounds of the familiar song , 
Majesty, fi lled the new auditorium , 
as nearly 400 guests from the 

community and nearby states met to 
dedicate the new World Headquarters 
of The Wesleyan Church . The 70,000 
square-foot , three-story building was a 
gathering place for Wesleyan church 
leaders and staff, community representa
tives, contractors, District Superintendents, 
pastors and laity, and local media on a 
snowy day, March 16, 2004. 

"This is a celebration of God's fa ith
fulness," one attendee remarked . And it 
was! Faced with a growing Church and 
limited work , storage , and meeting space 
in its headquarters facil ity, the dedica
tion ceremony was the culmination of 
prayerful and visionary planning that 
prompted leaders of the 300,000-plus 
member denomination to relocate its 
headquarters. The local CBS affiliate 
television station used the Church's 
logo as the opening focus of its cover
age on the evening's news. The cross 
and the dove in the logo were appropri
ate symbols. 

1 O www.wesleyan.org 

The generosity of Wesleyan 
Investment Foundation, the savings and 
loan arm of the Church, resulted in the 
donation of four prime acres in the fast
growing Hamilton County of Indiana. In 
a future, 400-acre " village" of upscale 
homes, shops , and offices - called the 
Saxony Deve lopment- the attractive 
and fu nctional new ministry 
center of The Wesleyan Church 
stood as a monument of God's 
mercy and the faithful support 
of its worldwide constituency. 

Donald Calhoun, Chairman 
of the Wesleyan Investment 
Foundation Board of Directors, 
opened the ceremony that was 
hosted by Board of General 
Superintendents Chairman 
Dr. David Holdren, with the 
reading of God's Word. The 
Scripture reading symbolized the 
foundational truths that wil l be 
taught , published , and broadcast 
from the new Headquarters . 
General Superintendent Dr. 
Thomas Armiger 's prayer of 

invocation sought God's wisdom and 
providential supply in all of the local 
church ministries that will be resourced 
by the Departments housed in the new 
building. 

Friendly and enthusiastic expressions 
of welcome were then given by commu
nity leaders- including the mayor of 
nearby Noblesville , Indiana, the Honorable 
John Ditslear; the president of the Fishers , 
Indiana Town Council , Scott Faultless; and 
the president of the local Fishers Chamber 
of Commerce, Christi Wolf. They praised 
the Church for its plans to use the 13300 
Olio Road property to not only impact the 
local community, but also the entire world. 
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The brief ceremony, wh ich 
included presentations of framed 
paintings by the WIF 
Department and the project's 
consultant Shayda Bradley, 
also saw a special recognition 
for the project's hardworking 
coordinator, Dr. Craig 
Dunn. A litany of 
dedication , led by 
General Superintendent 
Dr. Earle Wilson, 
was answered by the 
audience, with both a 
sense of pride for 
God's blessings and a 
humble dependence 
on the power of His 
Holy Spirit. 

General Publisher Don Cady led 
the guests in singing during the service 
of dedication. The closing hymn, The 
Church's One Foundation, was not only 
a song of worship; it was a witness by the 

hundreds of Wesleyans in 
attendance , of 

their commitment to worldwide evangelism 
and discipleship in the name of Christ. 

Following the dedication, guests 
were served lunch at buffet tables 
on each floor of the building , 
allowing them a time of fellowship 
and a tour of the new facilities . 
"It 's beyond anything I would have 

imagined ," commented a pastor 
touring the new offices. " I'm 

proud of it." A lay per
son from 
a neighboring state said 
of the building: " It 's 
beautiful without 
being extravagant. It's 
a very practical 
bui lding." 

"A World 
Headquarters 
for the local 
church" has been 
the underlying 
theme of the 
relocation project, 
and it was highly 
evidenced in a 
wonderful day of 
celebration . • 

Recently Appointed 
Wesleyan Missionaries 

In March, the following people were 
appointed for missionary service. Please 
pray for them as they travel throughout 
North America, raising their prayer and 
financial support teams. 

• Hrvoje and Jill Budimir
GO-Net to Croatia 

• Lisa DeGrace-Career to Ukraine 
• Stephen and Laura Descalzo

Intern to Russia 
• Chris and Melissa George-

GO-Net to Australia 
• Joshua-Intern to Albania/Kosovo 
• Nicole-Intern to Karis People 
• Scott and Rachel McNett

Career to Czech Republic 
• Lindsay -GO-Net to Bosnia/Croatia 
• Roger and Susan Shanks

Career to Czech Republic 
• Sher-GO-Net to Bosnia 
• Zach-GO-Net to 

Bouganville/lndonesia 

www.wesleyan.org 11 
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From the Fast Lane The Wes leyan Men Winning Dads 
Weekend planning kit includes planning, 
recruitment and leadership tips, week
end event goals, schedule suggestions , 
ideas for weekend events, outreach 
strategies, community service project 
ideas, and more. Also included are 
reproducible artwork, PowerPoint 
posters, and announcements for pro
moting the event in the community 
and in the local church. 

to Victory Lane 
by Jerry G. Pence 

· Lots of men would like to find their 
way from life in the fast lane to 
"Victory Lane ." All they need is a 

few directions to point the way. 
So, imagine teams of fathers, sons, 

and friends on a road ra lly-stopping 
at special destinations to share a vari
ety of fun activities, or j ust getting 
together to talk about common inter
ests or spiritual concerns . 

Envision men working together 
Saturday morning and afternoon on a 
community service project that leaves 
onlookers going "Wow!" 

Think of the impact of men sharing 
their faith with one another, exploring 
what Christian fatherhood means , and 
creating new friendships that can help 
them grow into solid , lifelong disciples 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

If you can see men having fun , 
expressing concern and care for others, 
talking seriously about faith issues, 
discovering new appreciation for the 
Church , and networking for long-term 
spiritual development, then you 
already have a mental picture of what 
Wesleyan Men's new Winning Dads 
Weekend is all about. It 's an outreach 
event for men, with a motor-racing 
theme that they will look forward to 
repeating year after year. 

The Winning Dads Weekend is 
local church-based and is a friendship, 
evangelism, and community service 
experience for fathers, sons, grandfa
thers, and their friends. Weekend 
activities are intended to he lp men 
discover and develop their spiritual 
leadership potential for the ir family, 
their church , and their community. 

A complete CD planning kit for a 
Winning Dads Weekend in your church 
is now available from 
the General Office of 
Wesleyan Men. It is 
built around five 
priorities 

To order your planning CD or to 
receive more details, please visit 
www.wesleyanmen-.org. • 

Jerry G. Pence serves as General Director of 
Evangelism & Church Growth . 

Jesus Christ and • .~-helping them 
grow in their 

faith ; ' 

• Building friendsh ips with 
other men ; 

• Involving men in meaningful 
community service; 

• Launching an ongoing men's 
network for fellowship and 
discipleship; 

• Organizing or reviving a local 
church men 's ministry. 
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Hayward Youth Group 
200 Strong and Growing! 

next step the 
church should 
take would be 
to hire a certain 
individual in 

H 
ayward Wesleyan Church in Hayward, 
Wisconsin is an example of what 
can happen when God 's people 

have a vision and a heart to make a 
difference for the Kingdom. What 
began in 1996 as a youth group of 
16 students, has now grown to 
approximately 200 young people! 

This vibrant ministry came about as a 
result of a meeting of the local board of 
administration, when Hayward's senior 
pastor , Mark 0. Wilson asked a pretty 
straightforward question. "What are the 
needs of our church at this time?" The 
board members were asked to go into the 
sanctuary and individually seek God 's 
direction for an answer to the pastor's 
question. When they came back to the 
board room , there was a unity of spirit as 
many of them shared that they felt the 

the church to serve as youth 
director. Loretta Sunderland 
was that person. She and her 
husband , Kirk, and approxi
mately 25-30 other leaders are 
involved in this exciting youth 
ministry. Loretta says, "It's been Lore/la and some of her friends 

said that there's nothing as powerful a combination of many things, including 
praise, worship , drama, prayer, and 
games. After sharing from the Word of 
God , the students break out into small 
groups for further study and discussion. 
Under Loretta's leadership, the workers 
place emphasis on loving, caring, and 
pouring themselves into the lives of the 
students-showing them , by example, 
how to become more like Christ. Their 
motto has become "Loving the Savior 
Together." 

as the heart of a volunteer, and I 
wholeheartedly agree. We have a 
fantastic team." 

The "Followers" are 3,d through s•h 
graders, led by Linda Waystedt. And the 
junior and senior high students comprise 
the "Wesleyan Youth Group." One of the 
tasks before them is to find a "cool" 
name for their group. Jeremy Mavis, 
Hayward's children's pastor, now heads 
up the junior high segment of the group . 
Each Wednesday night meeting includes continued on page I 7 

One sanctuary destroyed. 
Elecu·ical arcing and overloaded circuits 

are among the leading causes of major 

fires a t worship centers. And among the 

most preventable. Learn how. 

Our 13-minute video, "Fire Safety At Your 

Worship Center," shows you how to look 

for fire hazards and correct them. There's 

also an accompanying book.let. Both are 
yours, free, simply for asking. 

Go to our Web site at 

wwv,.churchmunial.com/ fire or 

call us a t (800) 554-2642, ext. 4205. 

Get started, before a fire does. 

Real Issues. 
Real Answers. 

3000 Schuster Lane • P.O. Box 357 
Merrill • WI • 54452-0357 111>1<.churd nnu· 

tual.com 
Chmch ~huual hu b«n r.ut'd A+ (Superior) by 
mdust'l' a.n.al)'St A.M. !kM !!''Cl')' )'CM sinu 19:>2. 
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The Gift of Pentecost-

The Holy Spirit 
by Virgil A. Mitchell 

P
entecost Sunday commemorates 
one of the most s ignificant events 
in Christian history. There never 

has been such a day as Pentecost
either before or since. The Christian 
Church was launched when the prom
ised Holy Ghost was poured out upon 
the 120 in the upper room in Jerusalem. 
The dispensation of the Holy Spirit 
began. The executive of the Trinity 
came to make effective all that Calvary 
had provided . The Holy Spirit is the 
ultimate fact of revelation and the 
unique force in redemption. 

The Holy Spirit had His place in 
Old Testament times. He brooded over 
the void of the earth , bringing order 
out of chaos. However, on the day of 
Pentecost, He began, among other 
things, to convict sinners, regenerate 
penitents, sanctify believers , empower 
Christians, and lead His followers. He 
glorifies Christ by making Him real 
to His children . 

THE POWER OF PENTECOST-
The historic Pentecost never will be 

repeated. It need not be , any more than 
Calvary should be repeated . The provi
sions of Pentecost, however, can and 
should be appropriated daily. Christ 
said, But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). 

His disciples already possessed mira
cle-working power. They had cast out 
devils, healed the sick, and cleansed the 
lepers. Thus it was not this kind of 
power of which He was speaking . It 
was power to live a holy life in an 
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unholy world . They 
were to be adequately 
equipped to face the 
onslaughts of Satan in 
his plan to stamp out 
the young Church. 

Through the power of the Holy 
Spirit , the Church overran her foes, 
battered down her opposition, and 
established herself upon an unshakable 
foundation. T his gift of power to live 
a holy li fe is available to the Church 
today. It must be appropriated by faith 
and demonstrated in daily living. 

Christ not only commanded us to be 
holy; He provided the Agent to make us 
holy - the outpoured Holy Spirit. Peter 
explained what happened on the day of 
Pentecost. God, who knows the heart , 
showed that he accepted them by giving 
the Holy Spirit to them .just as he did to 
us. He made no distinction between us 
and them.for he purified their hearts by 
faith (Acts 15:8 , 9) . 

HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM-
Purity of heart , sancti fication , 

crucifix ion of the old man of sin , and 
cleansing from the carnal mind result 
from the baptism of the Holy Spirit. The 
holiness of God is imparted to the heart 
of the seeker through the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit , and by daily appropriating 
the grace of God , he is thereby enabled 
to live a holy life. The experience of 
holiness is thus a crisis and a continuing 
process. 

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is 
as essential today as on the day of 
Pentecost. The Church has succeeded or 
fai led in the direct proportion that this 
baptism has been received or rejected . 
The great need of the Church today is 
to recapture the message, receive the 
experience, and live a life of the Holy 

Spirit's fullness. This is a di vine work 
of grace, instantaneously received 
subsequent to regeneration. It cleanses 
the heart from sin. The evidence of being 
filled with the Spirit is an inward witness 
whereby God 's Spirit witnesses or 
testifies to man's spirit , and man's spirit 
accepts God's witness that the Holy 
Spirit has taken up His abode in the 
heart. This issues a holy life , producing 
the fruit of the Spirit, which is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control 
(Gal. 5:22, 23). 

Christ was also speaking of power to 
witness . He said , But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you; and you will be my witnesses ( I :8). 
Note that it is not shall become or 
should become, but will be. The root 
of the word witness is martyr. The 
responsibility of a witness is to tell what 
he knows , tell it in as effective a manner 
as possible , and to live such a life that 
when the witness is given, people will 
believe what he says. The Holy Spirit is 
essential to accomplish this. 

By life, by lip, and by pen, this wit
ness must be given today if we are to 
perpetuate , propagate , and give dynamic 
proof that the Holy Spirit is at work in 
the Church. 

Have you received your personal 

Pentecost? • 

from Journey into Holiness: Experiencing 
God's Power for Holy living , available 
through Wesleyan Publishing House at 

800.493.7539 or www.wesleyan.org/wph 
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The 
by Karen Kinser 

Family 
Bible 

Most parents learn one of child 
rearing's cardinal rules very 
quickly: Forbidding a child 

from doing or seeing or touching some
thing only seems to make that child 
want it all the more. 

It's natural that children would act 
this way, because the ir boundless curios
ity reinforces their abi lity to learn. It's 
also natural for parents to want to pro
tect their children from burns and cuts; 
thereby making " Don' t touch !" a univer
sal incantation. It's an admonition 
designed to keep children safe from cer
tain things-or certain things safe from 
children. But the minute it 's spoken , all 
kids want to do is reach for the thing 
that's taboo. 

That was true for me, too, growing 
up in the 1950s, and especially true for 
one particular object. It resided at my 
grandparents ' home , which we visited a 
few times a year. The item was big and 
mysterious; it creaked when the adults 
opened it; and it had a wondrous smell 
that seemed to fuse together the perfume 
of just-cut hay, the waxy odor of a can
dle , a hint of hair pomade, and that 
musty smell from the basement where 
the coal was kept. 

When an adult would heft the item 
down from the walnut sideboard, and I 
just got to look at it, I felt rewarded. My 
parents understandably reinforced the 
" no touch" rule for me, but I think my 
grandparents knowingly used its forbid
dance to an advantage. 

Around age five my grandmother 
gave me a pair of white gloves and 
explained that I was now old enough and 
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responsible enough to be able to very 
carefully touch the family Bible-as 
long as 1 did so with the gloves on, left it 
setting on the sideboard , and treated it 
with the great reverence it deserved. 

I vowed to Gram and myself that 
I would comply with all the rules. 
C limbing onto the footstool next to 
the sideboard and steadying myself by 
wedging one of the pull handles of the 
cabinet into my be lly button, I'd slide 
my white-gloved fingers over the French 
curve of the ticking , quarter-hour-chim
ing clock that sat next to the Bible on 
the tatted lace doily in the center of the 
mahogany sideboard. Like a sledder 
coming down a slick hill , my fingers 
banked over the clock, skidding to a 
stop before reaching "The Book." 

Then I'd run my gloved fingers gently 
down the front of the Bible, along the 
gilt-edged papers , to the crackling leather 
base. As glistening dust motes spewed 
out into the shafts of sunlight, I'd open 
to a page with illuminated script that 
glittered. Since I couldn' t read, I traced 
the patterns around the ornate capital let
ters that began every chapter, wondering 
what those symbols meant. 

Because I'd been told, I did know 
that the center of the Book contained 
birthdates , marriage dates , and deaths 
of a long list of relatives. There were 
strange sounding names of people I'd 
never met (most had lived and died long 
before I entered the family) and yet , I 
was connected to them. 

That summer before I started school I 
overheard my grandmother and mother 
whispering behind me as I stood by the 

sideboard. " I can' t believe she 's almost 
six!" my grandmother whispered. "I'd 
better get it ordered. Sometimes it takes 
months." 

Months back then lasted forever, so 
that by the time a summer of playing 
croquet, flying kites, trying to avoid 
grass stains, searching for fossils, and 
falling asleep to the shimmer of lightning 
bugs in a glass jar had passed, I'd forgot
ten about the overheard conversation. 

My s ixth birthday was in late 
September of 1956 . I had a birthday 
cake with a doll in the center, and the 
lacily-frosted cake was her skirt . The 
only other things I remember now 
about turning six were that I was begin
ning to learn to read (what a joy it was 
to pluck meaning from those formerly 
meaningless symbols) and the gift my 
grandparents gave me . It was a big, 
heavy box, and inside was a black 
leather Bible, with my name engraved 
in gold letters on the cover. It had 
thick, gilt-edged pages and fancy, illu
minated script in the New Testament. 

My grandparents believed that learning 
to read was a great gift, and that it should 
be accompanied by an equally-important 
gift of a Bible to read. They believed this 
so strongly that aU 13 of their grandchildren 
received this same gift on their sixth 
biJthdays. And I can see now that their 
wisdom of making it so forbidden when 
we were very young, made us yearn to 
read it even more. What kind, loving, 
and wise beings they were. • 

Karen !Gnser is a freelance writer 
who lives in Joliet , MT. 
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It's no wonder our students are so well prepared 

for challenges of the real world. From day one at 

a Wesleyan college, they are exposed to the highest 

quality teaching. Wesleyan professors teach from a 

distinctly Christian worldview in small, highly 

energized classes. Eighty-five percent hold doctorates; 

they are experts in their fields . And what's amazing, 

you're just as likely to find these master teachers in 

freshman classes as you are in upper-level courses. 

Caring faculty, teaching in a challenging Christian 

environment - that's one advantage, a life-changing 

advantage, of a Wesleyan education. 

A Wesleyan Education 
Education with a higher purpose. 

BETHANY BIBLE 
COLLEGE 
Sussex, N ew Brunswick 
Canada 
506-432-4400 
www.bethany-ca.edu 

HOUGHTON COLLEGE 
Houghton, NY 
800-777-2556 
,.vww.houghton.edu 

INDIANA WESLEYAN 
UNMRSITY 
Marion, IN 
800-332-6901 
www.indwes.edu 

OKLAHOMA WESLEYAN 
UNIVERSITY 
Bartlesville, OK 
800-468-6292 
www.okwu.edu 

SOUTHERN WES LEYAN 
UNMRSITY 
Central, SC 
800-CU-AT-SWU 
www.swu.edu 



More I-nforrnation@ wesle;:gan.org or Call 317.774.392.2. 




