
MORE
than forgiveness

SERMON NOTES

wphstore.com



Copyright © 2016 by Wesleyan Publishing House
Published by Wesleyan Publishing House
Indianapolis, Indiana 46250

These sermon notes are to be used in conjunction with More Than Forgiveness: Following Jesus into the Heart of Holiness by Steve
DeNeff (Indianapolis: Wesleyan Publishing House, 2011).

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright
©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

All rights reserved. Permission is granted to reproduce the contents of this publication for ministry or educational purposes. No
portion of this publication may be reproduced for profit without prior written permission of the publisher.



About These Notes 4
Week 1. Priceless Benefits of Salvation 5
Week 2. Love Poured Out 7
Week 3. Motivated by Love 9
Week 4. Three Holy Questions 11

CONTENTS



More Than Forgiveness by Steve DeNeff serves as the text for this sermon series. DeNeff takes
you on a journey through the life of Jesus and into the heart of holiness. 

The decision to follow Christ is not the end of the road, but the launch point for a new kind of
journey—a journey into the heart of holiness. Too often Christians have thought that obtaining
forgiveness from God for our sins was the whole point. Instead, it is the prerequisite for a whole
new way of life—the life that God intended when he first placed Adam and Eve in the garden. 

Trust the Lord to enrich your life and the lives of those in your congregation as you explore
what it means to follow Jesus into the heart of holiness.
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About These Notes



INTRODUCTION

Picture an orphaned child who is not allowed to eat anything except a bowl of rice twice a day.
Picture him again being adopted by a loving couple and introduced to a lavish buffet. The couple
tells him, “See all this food. You can eat whatever you want. The salads, soups, meats, vegetables,
and desserts are all there for you. Take whatever you want, and enjoy it!”

Likely, the child would be overjoyed by what he saw. Similarly, a newly adopted child of God
may think salvation offers only forgiveness, but great joy may flood his or her soul upon realizing
our heavenly Father has provided a vast variety of priceless benefits in addition to forgiveness.
Let’s remind ourselves about a few of those benefits.

SERMON OUTLINE

I. Significance
Have you witnessed a wrongful desire for significance in humans? Some evil humans murder

or commit other heinous crimes so their name will become widely known. It is a weird sense of
significance. Some individuals become slaves to a career in order to find significance. Others pursue
significance through sports, entertainment, daredevil stunts, or by accumulating great wealth. Such
pursuits may reveal fallen human beings’ pride and or lust for power.

Salvation brings true, lasting significance to all believers. As saved sinners, we receive a special
place in God’s family. He is our Father; we are his children. This is an even more significant
relationship than that of being sons and daughters of an earthly king. But this significance does not
make us proud or power hungry. Instead, it motivates us to humbly serve our heavenly Father and
others (see Acts 20:19; Gal. 5:13; Heb. 9:14).

II. Security
Fallen humans feel insecure. The present is fraught with danger, and the future is scary. So

fallen humans try to find a measure of security in wealth, possessions, weapons, and empire
building, but real security comes from knowing and trusting God. Nebuchadnezzar felt secure in
what he claimed he had built, but he learned the hard way how insecure it was (Dan. 4:28–36). 
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The believer’ present and future are secure. Everything around him may be in turmoil, but he is
secure in God’s indestructible love (Rom. 8:37–39). On page 25 of More Than Forgiveness, Steve
DeNeff writes, “Now holiness is intimate trust in the One who sits at the foot of our bed and promises
to protect us while we live in the world. God does not speak our fears out of existence. He does not
lie about terrorists, diseases, or the meteors that hide in the dark corners of our world. He promises
simply that all of these will have to get past him if they are to get to us. And he tells us to close our
eyes for the night and rest, not because there is no danger, but because we can trust our Father.”

III. Cleansing
Even the most holy believer sins occasionally, but God has promised to keep on cleansing our

sin when we confess it (1 John 1:9). 
A criminal often mistakenly thinks he or she can hide a crime by cleaning the crime scene, but

forensic detectives can detect fingerprints and blood stains the criminal thought were removed. Similarly,
a sinner’s self-efforts to cover his or her sins are useless, because God sees the heart. Nothing is hidden
from his sight. However, when he saves whoever believes in his Son, he cleanses every sin (Heb. 1:3).

IV. Intimacy
You wouldn’t feel free to walk into the presence of our nation’s top leader without a special

invitation, would you? Even then you might feel uncomfortable in his presence. However, if the
leader was your father, you would feel comfortable about spending time with him. Even so, the
ruler of the universe is our heavenly Father, and the Holy Spirit has taught us to address him in the
most intimate term, “Abba, Father” (Gal. 4:6). 

We have fellowship with our heavenly Father (1 John 1:3), and it is so intimate that we can talk
to him anytime, anywhere, about anything.

V. Hope
Children of the world have no hope (Eph. 2:12). As a matter of fact, they face a hopeless end.

Steve DeNeff observes that hopeless people “use humor to cover despair the way a stranger uses
laughter to cover nervousness. That is, rather than laughing until we hurt, we hurt until we laugh”
(More Than Forgiveness, p. 30).

By contrast, we Christians have an endless hope (Rom. 5:1–2; 1 Pet. 1:3). We look beyond our
suffering to the One who permits it for his glory and our good. And we look beyond our suffering
to the eternal day when we will suffer no longer. We look beyond the painful reality of our mortality
to resurrection, when our bodies will resemble the body of our glorified Savior (Phil. 3:20–21).

CONCLUSION

Unfortunately, it is possible to settle for only forgiveness, as wonderful as forgiveness is, but
God has provided so much more for us on our journey to heaven. It’s free to us by grace at the cost
of Jesus’ blood. Let’s partake fully.
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INTRODUCTION

A story relates that a church’s business meeting deteriorated into a long, arduous discussion
about where to relocate the offering box. Finally, the pastor, who was moderating the business
session, stated he was going to limit the discussion to those who would use the box. Order was
restored immediately!

Although the subject of giving can be touchy and even unpleasant, it shouldn’t be because we
should want to give generously—even sacrificially—to the Lord out of love for him. Luke’s gospel
records the story of a sinful woman who demonstrated repentance and sacrificial love for the Lord
by pouring perfume on his feet and wiping them with her hair.

The event took place in the home of Simon, a Pharisee, who had invited Jesus to dinner. While
Jesus was reclining at the table, a woman of ill reputation entered the house. She was carrying an
alabaster jar of perfume.

SERMON OUTLINE

I. Proven Love for the Lord 
A. Demonstrated (Luke 7:36–38)

The sinful woman wept onto Jesus’ feet and wiped the tears with her hair. Also, she
poured the perfume from the jar onto Jesus’ feet. Her actions stemmed from her love for
Jesus, and she willingly gave what must have been her most valuable possession, the
perfume, to anoint Jesus’ feet. Probably her tears were tears of repentance, and she was
seeking forgiveness from Jesus. Does our love for Jesus compel us to give him our best?
Does it compel us to give to him even at great personal cost?

B. Disdained (Luke 7:39)
In typical pharisaical arrogance, Simon objected to the woman’s actions. He failed to see

her repentance and love for Jesus. He saw only her sin. He could not believe Jesus would
allow such a sinful person to touch him if he were truly a prophet. Religious pride and
hypocrisy refuse to accept those whom Jesus accepts, namely those who humbly repent and
demonstrate their love for him.
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II. A Parable
A. About Forgiveness (Luke 7:40–41)

Jesus responded to Simon by relating a story about two debtors. Each owed a
moneylender a sum of money. One owed five hundred denarii (about five hundred days’
wages); the other owed fifty denarii. Both debtors were broke, but the moneylender canceled
both debts. He forgave both debts. The moneylender’s act of forgiveness pictures the Lord’s
forgiveness. He forgives all who trust in him, regardless how many or how few sins they
committed.

B. About Love (Luke 7:42–43)
Jesus asked Simon which of the debtors would love the moneylender more? Simon

answered correctly: “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven” (v. 43). The
woman who anointed Jesus’ feet received his profound forgiveness, and therefore loved
him so much that she willingly sacrificed the expensive perfume. 

III. Principles
What occurred in Simon’s home provides significant principles we can apply to our lives.
A. Love for the Lord Is Selfless (Luke 7:44–46)

Jesus contrasted the sinful woman’s selfless act with Simon’s self-centeredness. Simon
had not provided water for Jesus’ feet, a courtesy that was part of normal hospitality. Nor
had he greeted Jesus in the customary way or anointed his head with oil (vv. 44–46). The
woman had demonstrated genuine love for Jesus. Simon had shown no love for him. Steve
DeNeff observes correctly: “To love another is to surrender self. We move ourselves out of
the center of our lives in order that a new obsession may take our place” (More Than
Forgiveness, p. 93). 

B. Love for the Lord Appreciates His Forgiveness (Luke 7:47–50)
If we withhold our deepest love from Jesus, have we underestimated the extent of the

sins he forgave or the cost he paid to provide forgiveness?

CONCLUSION

No one wants our nation to experience another Great Depression, but if it occurred and
Christians’ love for the Lord rose to an unprecedented level, offerings to the Lord’s work might
also rise to an unprecedented level. Can we see now that what Jesus has given us far exceeds what
is in our “alabaster jars”? Let us offer him in love a worthy sacrifice of our money, time, and service!
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INTRODUCTION

What motivates you and me to perform Christian service? Are we motivated by the praise we
receive or by the rewards we expect to receive in heaven? Or does love for our ministry supply the
motivation to do what we do? 

The apostle Paul served because Christ’s love motivated him.

SERMON OUTLINE

I. To Lead a Selfless Life (2 Cor. 5:14–15)
In 2 Corinthians 5:14, Paul testified, “For Christ’s love compels us.” Our Savior loved us so

much that he died for us. He also arose for us. Because he did all this for us, we ought to submit
our lives to him as an act of reciprocal love (see Heb. 2:9; 1 John 4:1).

Owners of rescue dogs purchase their dogs out of love, and the owners will tell you their dogs
reciprocate by showing them love and loyalty. So we who have been rescued from sin and hell by
Jesus at the cost of his blood should love and serve him with deep gratitude. As Paul told the
Corinthians, we are not our own; we were bought at a price. Therefore, we should honor God (1
Cor. 6:19–20).

II. To View People from the Right Perspective (2 Cor. 5:16–17)
At one time Paul evaluated others and even Jesus from a worldly perspective. However, Christ’s

love for him and all humankind changed his perspective. He now viewed people as the objects of
God’s love and potential candidates for a radical transformation (vv. 16–17).

So the Ten Commandments teach us to love God first (commandments one through four), and
then to love others, whether our parents (five), spouse (seven), or neighbor (ten). The Lord’s
Prayer follows the same progression from vertical (“thy kingdom come”) to the horizontal
(“forgive us . . . as we forgive our debtors”). It is always the same sequence. Just as we cannot
separate fire from its heat and light, so we will never divorce genuine, holy love from
leadership, evangelism, and acts of mercy. We cannot have one without the other, though we
must never mistake the expressions of love for love itself. (More Than Forgiveness, p. 128)
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III. To Serve as Christ’s Ambassadors (2 Cor. 5:18–21)
Because God love sinners, he “was reconciling the world to himself in Christ” (v. 19). Love

for God and sinners should motivate us to participate in “the ministry of reconciliation” (v. 18). 
Are we motivated by love to perform this ministry, or are we motivated by fear of the

consequences of not doing so? Do we endeavor to win the lost to Christ simply to see how many
notches we can accumulate on our spiritual belts? Do we love to tell the story more than we love
the One the story is about?

An ambassador to a foreign country should love the people of that country. They will quickly
observe whether or not he or she loves them. Similarly, we ought to be motivated by love to serve
as “Christ’s ambassadors” (v. 20). In love we ought to implore people to be reconciled to God.
Those who respond to God’s love revealed in Christ and demonstrated in our ambassadorship will
exchange their sin for God’s righteousness (v. 21).

CONCLUSION

Every loving father knows he loves his child so much he would willingly give his life for the
child. And every loving mother shares that feeling. Loving parents sacrifice sleepless nights to
nurse their sick child back to good health. They spend a small fortune to feed, clothe, and care for
their child. And they sacrifice to provide a good education for their child. What motivates parents
to make such sacrifices? Love!

Does love for God motivate us to serve him at any cost?
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INTRODUCTION

In More Than Forgiveness, Steve DeNeff mentions three questions that train our minds to
capture the spirit of love: What must it be like to be the other person? What does the other person
truly need? and What do I have or what can I do that will help? Let’s focus on each of those three
questions.

SERMON OUTLINE

I. What Must It Be Like to Be the Other Person?
Too often we find fault without trying to see things from the other person’s perspective. He or

she may be facing harsh trials, horrific loss, or may have stumbled into sin. That person needs our
help. But before we can help, we need to listen.

On page 163 of More Than Forgiveness, Steve DeNeff writes, “Many of us have learned to get
in and out of conversations every day without ever really listening. We live with our spouse and
children without ever wondering what it must be like to be married to us, to have to answer to us,
to fear us, or want to impress us.” Are we quick to condemn but unwilling to listen to the brother
or sister “caught in a sin”? If we would listen closely and compassionately, we might be more prone
to offer assistance than condemnation. Galatians 6:1 counsels: “Brothers and sisters, if someone is
caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves,
or you also may be tempted.”

James understood the importance of listening instead of jumping to judgment. He wrote,
“Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry” (James 1:19). He
also wrote, “Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, because you know
that we who teach will be judged more strictly. We all stumble in many ways” (3:1–2). 

II. What Does the Other Person Truly Need?
If we listen well, we might discover what the other person needs. Too often we ask, “How are

you?” but fail to listen for the answer. Or, if we receive a negative answer, we simply say, “I will
pray for you,” but then dismiss the situation from our thinking.

11

Three Holy Questions
Galatians 6:1–2, 10; Philippians 2:4–5

week 4



A homeless person needs more than a handout; he or she needs a hand up. What might happen
to the homeless problem in our community if Christians banded together to help the homeless find
work? Do they need job training, mentoring, help with writing a résumé, or developing interview
skills? 

We need to act like the Good Samaritan, who provided what the injured traveler needed,
instead of like the priest and Levite who merely looked and then continued their journey (see Luke
10:30–35).

In assessing a person’s needs, we ought to follow Jesus’ example. He did not answer every
inquirer the same way, neither did he do the same thing for every individual. We must be careful
not to pigeonhole people and then supply a one-size-fits-all response to their needs. Taking adequate
time to ascertain each person’s true needs will help us minister effectively one on one.

We ought to glance away from our own needs and see the needs others have (Phil. 2:4). This
concern for others reflects a Christlike attitude (v. 5), and is therefore an essential aspect of holiness.

III. What Do I Have or What Can I Do that Will Help?
Paul instructed the believers of Galatia: “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to

all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers” (Gal. 6:10). This exhortation
is inclusive. We should help people in need, whether they are unbelievers or believers.

We cannot all preach, but we can all help those who are in need. We have the resources to give
to reputable causes. We can offer friendship to those who have experienced little or no friendship in
a cold, uncaring world. We can offer a listening ear and a loving heart to the brokenhearted. We can
share a meal with the hungry, donate clothes to the destitute, and give rides to job interviews for the
unemployed who lack transportation. We can babysit free for mothers who desperately need a break.
And we can transport infirm, elderly people to medical appointments. Numerous ways exist to match
our resources with those who need to see Christian love in action.

CONCLUSION

As Christians, we can splash some light into the dreary lives of people who hurt. We can help
them find hope in Christ. But the effort requires more than talk. It requires love in action. Let’s share
God’s love today!
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