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s. Layton was driving home in
her unreliable car. Fearing it

might quit on her, she turned down
a side street to take a shortcut. Suddenly, she
saw a crowd of people around a truck with
stacks of boxes on the sidewalk next to it.

She stopped to see what was happening. It
was a food distribution by Wesleyan
Transforming Church of Detroit.

"I am 65 years old," she wrote later in a
thank you note, "and for the first time I had
to take food from someone during a very
hard time. I also accepted prayer and hand
shakes from Pastor Clarence Love and

members of his service. They had open arms
to a hungry stranger. May God keep you all
in good health for the work that you do."

Countless others like Ms. Layton need to
experience firsthand the transforming hope
and holiness God offers us through faith in
Jesus Christ. The gospel story needs to be
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JERRY G. PENCE

told everywhere—but nowhere more
urgently than in North America's large
cities where the majority of the people live
yet where only a fraction of the continent's
evangelical churches are found.

Seeing What God Sees
Urbanization is an increasing global

phenomenon. In 1900 most of the world's
population lived in rural areas or small
towns; fewer than one in ten lived in cities.
Today 3.5 billion of the world's 6.9 billion
souls inhabit cities. In another 30 years,
two-thirds will be urban dwellers. The pace
of urban growth is even more pronounced in
the United States and Canada, where more

than eight out of ten now live in metropolitan
areas with populations of more than 50,000.

Cities are churning seas of human com
plexity. They swirl with excitement and fear,
wealth and poverty, creativity and decay.

They are full of potential and inequality,
diversity and segregation, goodness and
wickedness, light and darkness, optimism
and despair, righteousness and temptation.

Cities tend to have higher than average
rates of poverty and crime. They are known
for strong contrasts of culture and seediness,
opportunity and disadvantage, hope and
hopelessness. They are often more ethnically,
socially, and economically diverse than sub
urban and rural areas. They are magnets for
foreign-bom residents, with as many as one
in five North Americans being first or
second generation residents.

Cities are also whirlpools of spiritual
apathy and confusion. Only 6.1 million of
34 million Canadians (18 percent) and a
variously estimated 61.8 to 86.5 million out
of 309 million Americans (20-28 percent)
attend any church regularly. This means
250-275 million North American adults,



youth, and children are unchurched. The
vast majority, as the Apostle Paul would
describe them, are "separate from Christ. . .
without hope and without God in the world"
(Ephesians 2:12).

According to Matthew 9:35-38, when
Jesus saw the crowds, He responded with
compassion. He made himself available to
people. He preached and taught and healed
them. It is the very thing His Church ought
to be doing today.

Large population centers are the world's
ripest spiritual harvest fields! Their rapid
growth must be met by the equally strong
determination of Christ-followers to multi

ply disciples, leaders, and healthy, new local
churches there. The Wesleyan Church has
no greater opportunity and faces no greater
challenge than urban evangelism.

Calling Urban Missionaries
If we dare to open our spiritual eyes as

Jesus told us, city skylines will stretch out
before us from horizon to horizon. "Ask the

Lord of the harvest to send out workers,"
Jesus urged His disciples. This waiting
bounty beckons a new generation of urban
missionaries, who in turn will need faithful

friends to support them in every way possi
ble as they do God's work in the cities.

Jonah may not be the best model to
inspire volunteers, since he was clearly a
very reluctant urban evangelist. However,
God's question to this hard-hearted prophet,
who resisted going to the teeming masses
living in ancient Nineveh, ought to ring in
our ears and arouse our compassion. "Should
I not be concerned about this great city," the
Lord asked, "where there are 120,000 souls
who do not know their right hand from their
left?" (Jonah 4:11, paraphrased). God wants
those who do not yet know Him to experi
ence His redeeming love.

We hear the deep yearning of God's
heart in Jesus' own words. As He looked out

over the city where He would eventually lay
down His life to save a lost world, Jesus
lamented, "Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who
kill the prophets and stone those sent to you,
how often I have longed to gather your chil
dren together, as a hen gathers her chicks
under her wings, and you were not willing"
(Luke 13:34).

No one loves and cares for cities more

than God does because they are such vast
expanses of human longing and need. The
Lord desires for all who dwell there to know

and be known by Him.

Supporting the Vision for
Urban Evangelism

A legacy is something we leave behind for
others to talk about. As one of our newest

urban congregations did for a single, .senior
adult woman struggling to make ends meet in
Detroit, Wesleyans want to leave behind a

www.wesleyan.org

legacy of witnes.s and work for the Lord in
cities around the world. We want to give our
neighbors something worthwhile to talk
about. We want them to talk about the living
proof they've .seen of Christ's perfect love fill
ing the hearts of forgiven people and enabling
them to live lives of perfect love as well.

It is time to take God's grace to new
places! The Lord cares about cities because
they are where the most people can come
face to face with His saving, sanctifying,
satisfying love. Responding to this urban
urgency is now the number one outreach
priority of The Wesleyan Church. We have
three immediate opportunities for doing this.

The Million Mile Prayer Walk. This
prayer initiative is laying a spiritual founda
tion for spiritual awakening and
transformation in cities across North

America and beyond. Its goal is to engage
individuals, small groups, and congregations
in active intercession for revival and effec

tive evangelism. Each "mile" represents
someone praying at least 20 minutes for
God's will to be done and for His kingdom
to come among us with power. Participants
can find prayer resources, keep track of per
sonal prayer walk miles, and rejoice in our
collective journey of faith by regularly visit
ing www.MillionMilePrayerWalk.org or
www.wesleyan.org.

Easter Offering. Urban evangelism is the
focus of the 2011 Easter Offering for North
American Missions. Along with the Global
Partners' "Empowering the Nations Offering"
each fall, the Easter Offering (which may be
received on any Sunday during April) is the
only other General Church appeal in which

every local congregation in the North
American denominational family is asked to
participate. These two giving opportunities
are vitally important for fulfilling our God-
given mission of spreading hope and
holiness everywhere. Read more about how
you can help evangelize North American
cities at www.wesleyan.org/ecg.

Hope and Holiness Trust. Supporting
effective urban evangelism is also a goal of
the new Hope and Holiness Trust, an inten
tional effort led by the Board of General
Superintendents to create a multi-million
dollar fund to expand our denomination's
capacity for evangelism, church planting,
compassion ministries, and training a new
generation of Christian leaders worldwide.
Hundreds of pastors at The Gathering (the
recent Wesleyan ministers conference in
Jacksonville, Fla.) gave $75,000 in a single
offering to put the Hope and Holiness Trust
over the top in raising its first million dollars
for missional ministries. Other generous gifts
are needed. If you are interested in support
ing urban missionaries and other Wesleyan
outreach by membership in the Hope and
Holiness Trust, visit www.wesleyan.org/trust
to learn more.

Cities are where we have our greatest
opportunities to make a difference for the
kingdom of God. It's time to give the world
something amazing to talk about by taking
grace to new places! •

Jerry G. Pence is a General Superintendent
in The Wesleyan Church.

UjRBAi^ P0PULATiC5N FACTS
• 82 percent (253 million) of the U.S. population now lives in cities.

• By 2040, 90 percent of Americans will live in urban areas.

• 81 percent (27.2 million) of the Canadian population now lives in cities.

• By 2040, 86 percent of Canadians will live in urban areas.

• Half of the world's 6.9 billion people are urban dwellers.

• By 2040 nearly two-thirds of the world population will live in urban areas.
(Estimaies are compiled from data from the U.S. Census Bureau. Statistics Canada, and the United Nations
Population Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs Revised 2009 Report on World
Urbanization Prospects)
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ur new sanctuary is the most noticeable thing

about our campus, but it is not the most signifi
cant." So said Rev. Ken Murphy, senior pastor of

Cypress Wesleyan Church in Galloway, Ohio, a suburb
of Columbus.

The new sanctuary seats 1,400 compared to the 600
seats available in the former sanctuary. The project, which
represents an investment of more than S6.5 million, opened
the first weekend of December. In November, the church

averaged 2,080 in worship. The first three weeks in the
new sanctuary saw 3,600 in the church's three services, one
on Saturday evening and two on Sunday morning. On
Christmas Eve, 4,700 worshiped in four services.

Yet the most important thing about the new sanctuary
is not its capacity, according to Pastor Murphy. He states,
"It is the capability of ministering to more people." He
credits Dr. Conrad Lowe, who works as the church's

executive pastor three days a week, with helping the
church to think more strategically and systematically.
"This is helping us to be more effective in meeting the
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needs of people at this new level," said Murphy, who just
celebrated his tenth year of leading the congregation.

The church staff has been recruiting teams of
laypersons, each team with a leader, to assimilate people
into the life of the church. Murphy said, "We are using
more intentionality to greet, disciple, and connect with
people. Our former building was a hindrance. We some
times had to provide five services on a weekend to meet
people's needs."

In addition to building a new sanctuary, the church
bought the Greater Ohio District's ministry center, which
was located on Cypress' campus, and remodeled it to be
youth-friendly with an auditorium, game room, fire pit,
and other amenities. The elementary division of the
church took over the former sanctuary, which is now a
multi-purpose area. With the addition of new worship
space, other departments of the church have shifted loca
tions until nearly every group has a newly remodeled or
refurbished area in which to carry on its ministry. •

—Ron McClung
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PRAYER
WES ODEN Changed Us

o
ur church needed a touch from God.

I knew it. Our staff knew it. Our people
knew it. Our staff was discussing this need

when my wife remarked, "The only real solution
to this is prayer." Her words triggered a journey
we could never have imagined.

God used the book Red Moon Rising to stir
my heart about what could happen when people
commit themselves to pray. The idea caught fire,
leading us to organize a three-week, 24/7 prayer vigil.

Creative Space ^
Pivotal to the vigil was the space where we prayed.

We wanted this prayer room to be a place where we were
confronted with the love and passion of our loving Heavenly
Father, a holy space where we expected to meet God, a room
where we could be removed for an hour from all distractions,

a space to expand our ideas of prayer. We wanted it to be tra
ditional yet creative.

The God who created the world with so much variety does
not limit his children to one form of prayer. We approached
the prayer room with this mindset.

The room had chairs, crosses, a kneeling bench, classic
artwork, music CDs, pictures of the creation, communion ele
ments, anointing oil, and ashes. A basket of creek stones gave
people the opportunity to create their own memorial, and a
paper shredder was symbolic of God's forgiveness. The walls
were covered with maps, missionary pictures, and two large
sheets of whiteboard—one for prayer concerns and expres
sions of honest and impassioned prayers, the other to express
praise and thanksgiving. We provided supplies to encourage
prayer through artistic drawing, painting, or sculpting. Despite
all that was available, we had no expectations for people who
came to pray except a spirit of openness to God, remembering
that prayer is much more than we typically imagine.

The prayer room provided a sense of unity despite the fact
that people were praying individually and privately. Even
when we weren't in the prayer room, we prayed for those who
were. A paper chain with links added by each person or group
of persons coming to pray symbolized our connectedness. At
the closing celebration, we processed outside as 300 people
laid a Houghton Creek stone in a pile as a memorial to what
God had done.

8 SPRING 2011

How much more

will your Father
in heaven give

the Holy Spirit
to those who

ask him!"

iV

A Powerful Experience
Much to my surprise, the prayer vigil became the activity

that identified us. At church, it was the common topic of con
versation. Outside church, it was the subject people wanted to
talk about. It was as though prayer and this event had become
the marker for our corporate DNA. The theme of the vigil was
taken from the words of Jesus in Luke 11:13, "If you then,
though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the
Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" We saw God do just that.

Answers to prayer included the transformation of one
woman with significant emotional issues after spending an
hour in the prayer room, the salvation of a young man with no
Christian background who surrendered his heart to Christ in
the prayer room, numerous reports of people finding strength
and healing, and an upsurge in our church finances and a gen
eral spirit of generosity. Two college students helped their
home churches organize a similar event.

Ongoing impact
We have since hosted two other 24/7 prayer vigils. Last

spring's vigil encompassed much of Lent, and in the fall we
hosted another three-week vigil in which even more people
participated. We estimated that at least 450 individuals were
in the prayer room during each of the vigils.

The prayer room remains open each day and is still used
occasionally. The results of the vigils are ongoing. We know
that God is working, calling us to pray. •

Wes Oden is senior pastor of Houghton Wesleyan Church,
Houghton, N.Y.



n the spirit of John Wesley, we believe that personal
holiness will naturally lead to social renewal. We

preach an optimistic view of grace that says God's trans
forming work will leave no part of us untouched. It will not
stop until it has worked its way through us. But still, the work
is not done. Grace keeps growing until it spills out of us. The
same love that searches us out sends us out. We are learning
that the most eloquent articulation of the gospel is a love that
gives itself away.

Dual Focus
That's why we have lied ourselves to two things: disciple-

ship and mission. Through worship and preaching, we are
rooting ourselves in Scripture and rediscovering the ancient
rhythm of our story through seasons. And as the Truth takes
root, it is finding its way out into the world as we engage in
mission in our community.

Street-Level Grace
This both/and approach looks like this: Every Tuesday

night we gather for a Bible study in a downtown restaurant.
After feasting on the Word we deliver food to the local shelter.
We celebrate the power of baptism in the muddy waters of
Morgan Creek. And at the same time we collect coats for those
living on cold streets. We have witnessed stirring stories of
salvation. And we are also working for the rescue of victims
of modem day slavery. That is the way grace works. It is so

cHiness
and Social

Renewal
A Report from Love Chapei Hill

MATT LeROY

real and robust that it refuses to stay put. What happens
within us wells up and rolls out to the world around us. •

(This article originally appeared in Asbuiy Theological
Seminary Alumni News.)

Matt LeRoy is lead pastor at Love Chapel Hill, a church
plant jointly sponsored by the North Carolina East District
and the Department of Evangelism and Church Growth
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TRICIA ALLEN

Single Adult Turns ''Stale'' Bible Study Into

Spiritual
Adventure

The Bible became more alive to me

the more I read and studied.

Ontilafew years ago, reading the Bible was somewhat
boring for me. I did encounter moments of insightful

Knowledge and understanding, but more often than not
God's Word seemed almost stale. I've grown up in the
church, and the Bible has always but a part of my life. Yet
even as a "church kid," the Bible seemed foreign.

A New Method
Then I learned a new concept for me—the inductive

method of Bible study.
For six years, I served as a staff member with Athletes in

Action, the sports ministry of Campus Crusade for Christ.
The benefits to being a staff member with this well-known
parachurch organization were many. One of those advantages
included training focused on our growth and development in
four areas: emotional health, spiritual formation, cultural
relevance, and Bible study.

Almost every Monday morning for two years, I joined
25 other staff members to discuss a passage of Scripture in
two hours of Bible interaction. We were assigned a passage
to study and would discuss it the following week.

Five W's and an H
You have probably heard of the importance of the words

who, what, when, where, why, and how in connection with
news reporting or story writing. That is where you start
when doing an inductive Bible study. Let's apply that, using
Colossians as an example:

• Who is the author of Colossians? (Who)
• To whom is the book written? (Who—recipients,

audience)

• When was the book written? (When—approximate or
exact date)

• From where did the author write this book? (Where—
geographical location)

• Do you notice any cultural insights? (What)
• What is the purpose for writing this passage in

Colossians? (Why)
• What is the genre for this book? (How—type of writing:

narrative, poetry, wisdom, prophecy, apocalyptic, parable,
epistle, history)
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Often, the answers to these questions can be found at the
beginning of the book. However, some answers may prove
difficult and require some digging into commentaries and Bible
study reference works. You can also find answers or clues in
the foomotes or study notes contained within your Bible.

Other Keys
Our group also found that there are three important pieces

to an inductive Bible study: observation (What is being
said?), interpretation (What does this passage mean?), and
application (How does what I've learned apply to me?). No
matter the length of our assigned passages or whether they
came from the Old or New Testament, we always answered
other questions besides the "5 W's and an H." Sometimes we
did word studies. At other times we compared two passages
of Scripture. We answered in-depth questions about the
verses. Some weeks a handful of us would gather to discuss
and answer the questions together (a great way to gain
others' thoughts and perspectives) before our Monday
morning group times.

Tremendous Benefits
Ultimately, the purpose of inductive Bible study is to

become familiar with Scripture so we can know God better
and grow in our relationship with Him. Through my training
in studying God's Word inductively, I found that the Bible
became more alive to me the more I read and studied. I

have yet to find a better way to study the Word. My rela
tionship with the Lord has grown immensely since I did my
first inductive Bible study because I have gotten to know
Him more deeply within the pages of my Bible.

Like a vault filled with the wisdom of an eternal God,

treasures abound in these 66 books—and no matter how

many times a particular passage has been studied, the Holy
Spirit reveals hidden truths in excitedly fresh ways. All He
requests is for us to open the vault—and our heart. •

Tricia Allen is public information coordinator for the Departmentof
Communications.

Visit WesleyanLifeOnline.com for more articles on spiritual growth.



CHURCH BEGINS
Ohree miles per hour. Twenty

minutes per mile. That was
the speed Scottish mountaineer

William W. Naismith calculated the

average person walks over normal
terrain. That led him to develop
Naismith's Rule in 1892 to help plan
hiking expeditions. Today, twenty
minutes per mile is the basic unit for
measuring another kind of progress.

The Million Mile

Prayer Walk is

a rallying cry for

earnest Christ

followers.

A New Prayer Movement
The Million Mile Prayer Walk is

a rallying cry for earnest Christ fol
lowers to pursue God for spiritual
awakening and life transformation
that will lead to revival in North

America and beyond. Each "mile"
represents someone praying at least
20 minutes for God's will to be done

and for His kingdom to come among
us with power. This call to interces
sion is meant to inspire earnest
prayer for Christ's lordship to reign
over every aspect of our lives, our
communities, and the nations of the

earth. You can participate in this
great movement of prayer. Register
your own progress and view the col
lective progress of prayer walk
participants anytime at
www.MillionMilePrayerWalk.org.

Focus on Our Mission

The Church of Jesus Christ exists

to exalt God by spreading His trans
formational hope and holiness
everywhere. It's a mission that can
only be accomplished through inten
tional prayer, faithful obedience, and

Wesleyan NATIVE Ministries

Empowered leaders Healthy Churches Transformed Lives
In Native Communities Across North America

www.WesieyanNativeMtnistries.org
Pliofle: 616.4s6.0097

MILLION

MiLE
PRAYER

WALK!
holy living. A million miles repre
sents the passionate commitment of
thousands of Christ-followers to

fulfill the Great Commission (making
disciples) in the spirit of the Great
Commandment (loving God and
loving other people wholeheartedly).

A constantly updated "pedometer"
on the Million Mile Prayer Walk
website is a constant, visual reminder

of the growing unity of this prayer
movement.

Join the Awakening
The Million Mile Prayer Walk is

an invitation for you to become one
of thousands who pray earnestly for
Christ-centered, worldwide, spiritual
revival in our generation. Being in
one accord aligns us with Christ's
purposes and enables us to experi
ence more of the Holy Spirit's power
as we tell others about the Lord and

demonstrate His love to them in

practical ways. Throughout 2011
individuals and congregations are
urged to engage in focused prayer
for a global revival like none that
has ever been seen before! We long
for God to awaken our families,

friends, neighbors, communities, and
cultures to the realization of His love

and to transform them by faith in
His Son Jesus Christ. •

Board of General Superintendents,
The Wesleyan Church

You can participate
in this great

movement of prayer.
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We are cleansed by
what Christ provided

on the cross

\

A

Parti

RONALD D. KELLY

y •
Preach

Holiness



sincerely believe that all who follow Cod
will experience holiness.

A Universal ExperienceOoliness is the universal experience of every
believer. I sincerely believe that God has only one
way to heaven and that all who follow Him will

experience holiness. Holiness is the experience of every
person who follows God in absolute obedience. The
amount of time between salvation and this cleansing
experience will vary, but the result will be the same.

An Answer for Original Sin
Holiness gives an answer to the problem of original sin

that remains in the life of the believer. All agree that sin
must be dealt with sometime before we see Jesus. We teach

that it is done in a crisis experience through a divine act of
the Holy Spirit in which we are cleansed by what Christ
provided on the cross. Our part is to present ourselves to
God and seek the experience; God does the cleansingand
removal of pollution of inbred or original sin.

Power to Obey
Holiness gives power to obey the commands to "go

and sin no more." A pure heart is not the means of making
me victorious over sin, for I agree with John Wesley that
the newest Christian has the power to live victorious over
sin. If new Christians will walk with Christ in absolute

obedience, they can live above sin because they have been
made righteous through justification. The cleansing of the
Holy Spirit removes that inherent bent to sinning.

Strength to Be Holy
Holiness provides strength to live out God's command

to be holy. First Peter 1:14-16 tells us to be holy in all
manner of conversation. Conversation is all that we do,
not just our talk, although holiness in talk would be major
success for many. Sometimes I think we want to build a
theology around our failures rather than God's demands.
God has said that we are to be like Him—holy. Holiness,
experienced, gives added strength to be Christlike.

Purity of Heart
Holiness provides an answer to the Bible passages that

speak of the pure in heart. Jesus, when giving the basic
guidelines for our living, said, "Blessed are the pure in
heart" (Matthew 5:8). Wesley, when speaking of a pure
heart, said, "The love of God has purified his heart from
all revengeful passions, from envy, malice, and wrath,
from every unkind temper or malign affection" {Wesley's
Works, Vol. VIII, p. 343).

www.wesleyan.org

Means to Perfection
Holiness provides a means of meeting the biblical

requirements for perfection. Holiness enables one to live
a life motivated out of love so that there is perfect love
toward God and man.

Practical Living
Holiness makes the "without blemish" passages more

practical. In Genesis 17:1, Abraham is told to walk before
God and be blameless (KJV)—perfect. That idea appears
in Paul's writings in 1 Corinthians 1:8: "So that you will
be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ." The
concept is mentioned again in Philippians 2:15 and 1
Thessalonians 5:23. The idea means without blame. That

is, there is nothing that has originated with us for which
we could be judged guilty.

Enhanced Maturity
Holiness enhances the maturing process. We recognize

that from the moment of regeneration until the last parting
breath, the healthy Christian grows and matures. •

Ronald D. Kelly is General Secretary of The Wesleyan Church
and editor of Wesleyan Life.

Seven Steps Leading to Full Salvation

1. I am a child of God.

2. I know with sorrow that sin still exists in

my heart and life.

3. I believe that Jesus Christ can save me

from all sin.

4. I now choose with all my heart to be holy.

5. I now renounce all known sin and all

doubtful things.

6. Iconsecrate myself fully to the service of
Cod.

7. I believe that God, for Jesus Christ's sake,
cleanses me now.

—Samuel Logan Brengle

WESLEYAN LIFE 13



SIN AND BELIEVERS

What Would the

Apostle John Say

V V

KENNETH SCHENCK

Christians today seem increasingly comfortable with sin.

Ohristians today—including many Wesleyans—
seem increasingly comfortable with sin. No doubt

we could give many reasons for this alarming
trend. One factor is the misinterpretation of Scripture,
particularly passages from Paul and John's writings.

Misuses of Scripture
How often have you heard people paraphrase John

8:7 as an argument for the acceptability of sin in a
Christian's life: "Let he who is without sin cast the first

stone!" First John 1:8 is also popular: "If we claim to be
without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in

us." If the apostle John were to hear these uses of his
writing, I suspect they would be real sore spots for him.
The all-too-common ways Christians apply these verses
go directly against what he actually taught!

The Background of John's Writing
One of the problems we have when we read Scripture

is incomplete information. Originally, John's letters were
written to real churches who knew the background of
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what he was saying. Of course the Spirit helps us to hear
what we need to hear, even when we cannot be certain of
what a passage meant originally.

However, 1 John gives us some good hints about the
situation it first addressed. John's community had under
gone a "church split," for example (compare 1 John
2:19). The departing group refused to believe Jesus had
really become human and taken on flesh (for example,
1John 4:2-3; compare John 1:14). These divisive individ
uals apparently weregnostic in belief, an early Christian
heresy we know about from other sources. Before they left
John's community, they showed hatred toward their broth
ers and sisters in Christ (1 John 3:10-24; 4:7-21).

Perhaps more to the point, they saw no need for the
blood of Christ (1 John 5:6). They, thus, did not see a
need for a sacrifice to cleanse their sins. They did not
believe they had sins for the blood of Christ to cleanse!

It is in this context that John wrote the verses that

Christians use most often to argue for the normality of
sin in the life of the believer. But we can see now how

out of context these interpretations are. First John 1:10



says, "If we claim we have not sinned,
we make him out to be a liar." The

departing group had made such claims.
The tense John used in this verse implies
that everyone has sinned in the past,
with the result that everyone has a need
for cleansing by Christ. In other words,
John was basically saying the same thing
as Romans 3:23: "all have sinned."

Cleansing for Sin
First John 1:8 focuses on the fact that

everyone needs the cleansing of Christ as
a result of their past sins: "If we say that
we have no sin, we are deceiving our
selves, and the truth Is not in us" (NASB).
The verse does not say that we do sin con
tinually in the present, as many presume.
It says that everyone has sin as a result of
past sins. The key is that John has in mind
someone who claims that he or she has

never sinned at all.

Anyone who thinks 1 John 1:8
justifies ongoing sin in the life of the
believer will have difficulty dealing with
1 John 3:9, which gives John's teaching
on this subject. That verse reads, "Those
who are bom of God will not continue to

sin, because God's seed remains in them;
they cannot go on sinning, because they
have been bom of God" (TNIV). This
verse puts to rest any doubt about what
John really thought. To the Jews, "walk
ing" was about living. To walk in the
light, thus, meant to live the right
lifestyle, a life in which sin was atypical
(compare 1 John 1:7).

First John 2:1-2 leaves us with the

bottom line on the issue of sin in the life

of the believer. These verses capture the
whole subject in a nutshell for me. "My
dear children, I write this to you so that
you will not sin. But if anybody does
sin, we have one who speaks to the
Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the

Righteous One. He is the atoning sacri
fice for our sins, and not only for ours
but also for the sins of the whole world."

Amen. •

Ken Schenck is an author, professor, and
dean of Wesley Seminary at Indiana
Wesleyan University.
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Florida District Event Focuses
on Spiritual Formation

he Florida District of The Wesleyan Church recently hosted
the Spiritual Formation Department's Belief and Behavior

workshop at Zephyrhills Wesleyan Church with over 160 pastors

and ministry leaders attending. Of the group, approximately

50 participants were from the Hispanic and Haitian churches In

Florida.

"Connecting belief and behavior is what we teach about for local

church ministry. The people of Florida believe in discipleship so

much that their attendance for our workshops doubled compared to

a similar session there two years ago," stated Dr. Jim Dunn,

General Director of the Department of Spiritual Formation.

"Their district Spiritual Formation leadership team, led by
Dr. Phillip Gray, gets it. They are urgent in introducing men,

women, youth, and children to Jesus and making disciples out of

them for Christ's Kingdom," Dunn added.

The Department of Spiritual Formation inspires pastors and

ministry leaders in the areas of practical spiritual formation
strategies, adult ministries, youth ministries, and children's

ministries. Over the past five years, the department has trained

more than 25,000 people in areas of spiritual formation and the

deeper life with Jesus.

For more information and resources about Spiritual Formation

training events and resources, visit www.HeadHeartHand.com

or call 317.774.3888.

THE MISSION
"We talk of the Second Coming; half the world has
never heard of the first." -Oswald J. Smith

"You have one business on Earth - to save souls."
—JohnWesley

"Christ alone can save the world, but Christ
cannot save the world alone." -David Livingston



Wesleyan Author's Book Ranked
No. 1 on NY Times List

Wesleyan pastor's book has reached the number-one position on the
Infiuentia! New York Times bestsellers list.

Heaven is for Real: A Little Boy's Astounding Story of His Trip to
Heaven and Back by Todd Burpo, a graduate of Oklahoma Wesleyan
University and pastor of Crossroads Wesleyan Church in Imperial, Nebr.,
reached the top spot for paperback nonfiction earlier this year. The book
recounts the true story of his son who slipped from consciousness and
entered heaven during emergency surgery.

In the book, four-year-old Colton mentions how he met his miscarried sister,
whom he'd never known about, and his great-grandfather, who died 30 years
before Colton's birth. The story is told by Todd but often in Colton's words.

Heaven is for Real also ranked tenth on the Evangelical Christian
Publishers Association bestsellers list for December. In addition, it recently
spent time on the Amazon bestseller list and made The Parable Group Top
50 Bestselling Product List.

Heaven is for Real may be ordered from Wesleyan Publishing House at
www.wphonline.com. •

sermons

I.

n

m

a new resource for pastors

/

he Department of Education and the Ministry has launched a website
especially for Wesleyan pastors: www.WesieyanSermons.com.

Attractive features of the site include:

Fresh audio sermon uploaded each Monday, along with an
outline of the sermon.

Helpful Q8A with the preacher about how the sermon was
developed and delivered.

Skill-enhancing articles on a variety of topics within the field of
homiletics.

A diverse group of preachers—in terms of age, gender, ethnicity,
and communication style—is providing the sermons.

All messages are faithful to the biblical text, to the contemporary
context, and to the preaching task. The editor of the site is
Dr. Lenny Luchetti, former Wesleyan pastor and now professor
of preaching at Wesley Seminary at Indiana Wesleyan
University.



Healthcare Professionals and

Volunteers Bring Healing Globally
Healthcare and global evangelism have been vital ministries of The Wesleyan

Church from its beginnings.
A number of the church's first missionaries served in Sierra Leone, West Africa, at

the Kamakwie Wesleyan Hospital. Presently, healthcare professionals and volunteers
are coming alongside the church to bring hope and healing internationally.

Medical missionaries and medical professionals who volunteer their time and
services are part of an auxiliary organization of The Wesleyan Church known as
Wesleyan Medical Fellowship. Nearly 300 members assist the church's missions
arm, Global Partners, by serving in Wesleyan hospitals and clinics and assisting in
identifying and enlisting professionals to fill staff vacancies.

Members of Wesleyan Medical Fellowship, including President Storrer Emmett,
MD; Gus Prinsell, MD; Diane Foley, MD; and Vicki Lehr, RN, PA, recently met
with denominational leaders at the church's world headquarters in Fishers, Ind.,
to discuss future healthcare missions of The Wesleyan Church.

Dr. Gustave (Gus) Prinsell served at Kamakwie Wesleyan Hospital from
1957 to 1964. Dr. Prinsell was part of a delegation of Wesleyan missionaries
and Wesleyan leaders who attended a November 8-14 celebration of
Kamakwie Hospital's 50th anniversary. The celebration included a parade of
staff, patients, and community residents through the streets of the township:
free medical consultations; and a meeting with Sierra Leone President,
Dr. Ernest Bai Koroma. President Koroma expressed appreciation for the
missionaries and medical personnel who had contributed to shaping many
lives, including his own.

Clergy Move Center
^ Found Only atStevens Van Lines

/tecommeodetf The Weshyan Churth
topmide moving services (oempkr/ees of

churches, schools, andmember orgarrizations.
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Wesleyan moving disco

Single point-of-contact

Customized moving

Famiiy owned since

Free no-obligati

Let us apply our industry knowledge, and joy in serving,
to expertly coordinate your next relocation.

Call the Clergy Move Center Team:
Sunny Sommer, Jean Wamemuende

or Vicki Bieriein

800.248.8313
www.stevensworldwide.com/wesleyan srevens

wofmnde r«a lues

JESUS Film Brings Healing to Nepal

In a village in Nepal, some people had heard that
many who watched the JESUS film were healed when
they believed in Jesus. So a family with members who
had been sick for a long time asked the JESUS film
team to show the film in their village. But the local
Hindu priests and leaders of the village gathered up a
gang of rabble-rousers to threaten team members, and
they were forced to leave.

Yet the family was insistent. They invited the team to
return without fanfare and secretly enter their house to
show the film. Team members reluctantly agreed and
went with fear and trembling.

About halfway through the film, team members
noticed that a crowd had gathered outside. One hundred
or more people were crowded around every window,
crack, hole, and door to watch the film. A lady who had
become a believer at another place and whom the Lord
had healed from blindness had been the inviter. She

wanted everyone whom she felt was not a threat to
come and see the JESUS film. At this showing she
openly preached that Jesus is the way of salvation and
that by His stripes we can be healed, as she was. Many
accepted Jesus as their Lord, and a church has been
started in that place, www.wesleyan.org/gp/jesusfilm

WESLEYAN LIFE 17



Oral Lehman's Story

0 rai Lehman, Global Partners

career missionary in

Mozambique, Africa, was just
finishing up another productive
week. He had worked with a

mission team at the ministry center

in the capital city of Maputo and

then conducted a pastors' seminar.

The next day was Sunday—
graduation day at the Wesleyan

Bible College in Xai-Xai.

A Sudden Chill

Although very busy and focused

on an extensive list of things to do,
Orai suddenly felt chilled in spite of
the stifling 85-degree temperature. By
evening, he was alternating between
shivering and burning up with fever. It
was time to get out the malaria test kit,

which immediately showed a strong positive. Malaria is the
number one cause of death in the Third World country of
Mozambique. Now, having suffered from nothing more than an
occasional cold or stomach upset during the 15 years that he had
served there, Orai had a full-blown case.

As he swallowed a couple of pills from the malaria treatment
packets that his wife Linda had asked him to pick up just days
before ("just in case any of the team should come down with
malaria"), he heard Pastor Dan Finch, one of the mission team

members, say, "Well, let's go to prayer." In the long-time honored

tradition of Christians past and present, the team bowed their
heads as they laid hands on his shoulders.

Peace in the Storm

Oral recounts, "As everyone gathered around and began to
pray for my healing, my mind raced forward to the full program

that lay ahead of me. After Bible college graduation, we were

scheduled to leave with National Superintendent Graca Nhatelo
and his leadership team for the annual tour of the districts in the
northern provinces of Mozambique. As my colleagues prayed for
me, I felt a sense of peace settling down upon my soul as my

spirit submitted to God's will for me in those present circum
stances. The Lord reminded me that He was in control."

Linda Lehman describes her husband as "always on the go in

his steady and methodical way. He is driven to get things done
and seldom backs away from a challenge. Orai has the tenacity
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Orai felt surprisingly strong,
a sign that

Cod had healed him.

of the tortoise that keeps him going
over the long haul, rather than the
jumpstart mode of the rabbit." So,
it was no surprise that Orai, upon
hearing his diagnosis, crawled into
bed with great reluctance. He
admits, "As I laid my head down

on my pillow, I ran through a quick
checklist of the capable members

of the team who would get the job
done. I had a quiet confidence that

God was in control and that, what

ever He chose to do, it would be

alright."

Healing!
Sleeping peacefully that night, he

felt considerably better in the morn

ing. He reports: "I was able to go to
the graduation exercises, although I

did not take an active part in the proceedings." He continued to
gain strength during the day and, on Monday morning, Orai

packed up his gear, ready to leave as scheduled for the three-
week journey to the north. He felt surprisingly strong and took
that as a sign that God had healed him.

Visiting eight provinces and eleven villages in three weeks,
the team had JESUS film showings, pastor seminars, and meet
ings to establish a new district. The schedule kept them on the

move almost every other day, traversing the rough and rugged

terrain. That, combined with hot days and nights, poor sleeping
facilities, and lack of proper sanitation threatened to drive the

heartiest among them to exhaustion. Yet Orai didn't show any

indication of illness; he even drove one of the vehicles for most

of the 9,000 kilometers of the trip.
Of his healing, Orai stales, "I very clearly know that the Lord

healed me in an amazing way. Even through the help of modern
medication, it often takes days or weeks for the malaria infection
to be cured. In my case, I know that it was the Lord who caused
the healing to take place in such a rapid and complete manner.

I give Him the praise that is due His Name." •

Orai Lehman is a thirJ-}}eneration missionary. He and his wife. Linda,
have been missionaries with Global Partners for 42 years. A respected
linguist, Orai speaks ten languages and understands another five.

Joann Eastburn is an administrative assistant in the office of the Board
of General Superintendents.



Michigan Church Celebrates First Birthday

A church plant of The Wesieyan Church in the North
Michigan District celebrated its first anniversary with a
birthday party. The two-in-one celebration highlighted the
church's victorious milestones.

Lakeview Community Church in Lakeview, Michigan,
was birthed last year by a combined vision belonging to
Pastors Dave Hansen and Wayne Otto. In August 2009,
the two pastors formed a core group of people who desired
to start a contemporary church under the jurisdiction of the
North Michigan District.

The launch team knocked on doors in Lakeview, per
sonally inviting people to preview services scheduled for
October, November, and December 2009. Outreach
events, parades, and advertisement all helped teii the
news about the new church coming to town.

NEWS

On January 10, 2010, Lakeview Community held its first
service at a nearby middle school, and six months later,
the church moved into a permanent building. July 4, 2010,
marked the first service in the 24,000-sq. feet building.
Since the move to the new building, continual growth and
spiritual transformation have taken place, and average
attendance totals 150. Lakeview Community Church's
vision is to be a church where "everyone is welcome,
everyone is needed, and everyone is changed."

Lyon Reelected to
ECFA Board

Dr. Jo Anne Lyon, General Superintendent
of The Wesieyan Church, was recently
elected to another term on the board of

the Evangelical Council for Financial
Accountability. Founded in 1979, the ECFA
provides accreditation to leading Christian nonprofit
organizations that "faithfully demonstrate compliance with
the ECFA standards pertaining to financial accountability,
fund-raising, and board governance." ECFA president,
Dan Busby, is a graduate of Oklahoma Wesieyan
University and formerly served as General Treasurer
of The Wesieyan Church.

WORLD HOPE
INTERNATIONAL

CLEAN WATER

WELLS

NOW WITH ACCESS TO CLEAN WATER

WorldHope.org
888-466-4673 rrWoRLD HOPE«pis^ ^ rERNArIONAL.
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NEWS

Japan Mission
Leader Says Quake
an Opportunity to
Turn to the Lord

Dr. Isaac Saoshiro of Immanuel

General Mission in Japan, an indige
nous holiness denomination which

partners with The Wesleyan Church, said in an e-mail to
Wesleyan church officials, "We take this enormous disaster as
a warning to our nation. We need to humbie ourselves before
the Creator and make a fresh commitment to obey Him."

The March 11 earthquake struck during graduation cere
monies at Immanuel's Bible Training College in Yokohama.
Dr. Saoshiro said the quake "lasted long and was terrifying"
but the ceremonies were completed. The epicenter of the
8.9 magnitude Earthquake was near Sendai, a city of over
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Love Mercy Offerings
Build Ten Wells in

Africa
Love Mercy 2009 took place just

- over a year ago, but God is still using
the Wesleyan youth convention to
change lives.

Thousands of Wesleyan students attended one of four
Love Mercy conventions (held in Baltimore, Charlotte,
Denver, and Louisville) just after Christmas in 2009. They
learned the important truth that God challenges Christians to
face the needs of others by doing three things: act justly, love
mercy, and walk humbly with Him (Micah 6:8).

Students within The Wesleyan Church are doing just that
by putting their faith in action. At each of the four convention
locations. Love Mercy staff challenged students to give
toward a special project of raising money for fresh water
wells in Africa. More than 5,000 students sacrificially gave
$45,000 to build the wells.

Scott Drury, director of resource development at World
Hope International, the world relief partner of The Wesleyan
Church, reports that "generous offerings" from Love Mercy
youth conventions have allowed the construction of ten wells
in Mozambique and Zambia (as of October 2010).

"One billion people lack safe drinking water, and 6,000 die
every day from drinking dirty water," says Scott. "Together
these [ten] wells provide clean drinking water to over 4,618
people." The World Hope drilling crew recorded the location
of the completed well using GPS technology.

"The lives of nearly 5,000 people in Zambia and Mozambique
have been powerfully changed because of the generosity of
Wesleyan youth around the country," says Scott. "There are
people alive today who would not be otherwise as a direct
result of Love Mercy."
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one million people north of
Yokohama and Tokyo.

Immanuel General Mission,
founded by David Tsutada, has
partnered with The Wesleyan
Church since 1952. its ministries

include Bible college training,
church planting, evangelism, and

discipleship. It also has opportunities for outreach through
English classes and English Bible studies classes it holds
at churches and local universities.

The Wesleyan Church General Superintendent Dr. Jo
Anne Lyon was scheduled to speak at Immanuel General
Mission, March 14-17, but her trip was cancelled. Wesleyan
leaders have asked the Church to pray for the people of
Japan. Dr. Saoshioro said, "Pray that our whole nation
would be turned to the Lord through this tragedy."

World Hope Rebuilds Verger
Wesleyan School

Progress continues on rebuilding Wesleyan institutions
that were damaged or destroyed in the January 2010
earthquake in Haiti.Thanks to the efforts of World Hope
Intemationai, world relief partner with The Wesleyan
Church, some students in Petit Goave, Haiti, will attend
school in a new building.

Verger Wesleyan School will reopen in September.
Both the school and Verger Wesleyan Church collapsed
on January 12, 2010, in Petit Goave, a city 42 miles
from Port-au-Prince. Anticipated enrollment for the fall
is approximately 300.

World Hope International paid the total costs for the
school rebuilding and continues to be committed to
assisting The Wesleyan Church in Haiti. World Hope
also operates a child sponsorship program in Haiti
and has provided additional relief efforts to earth
quake victims through 300 Hope Corps volunteers.

The Petit Goave community has participated in
the rebuilding by clearing the site of rubble, guarding
the premises, and providing food for the Haitian
construction workers.

Verger was just one of numerous schools destroyed
in last year's massive earthquake.



OBITUARIES

Allen. Nyla B (89)
Nyla B. Allen, 89, died in Evansviile, ind. She was

married to Rev. Edward G. Alien, who pastored
Wesieyan churches in Indiana. He preceded her in
death. She is survived by four daughters, two sisters,
eight grandchildren, 16 great-grandchildren, and two
great-great-grandchildren.

Bowditch, Dolores (92)
Dolores Bowditch lived in Allegan, Mich., at the

time of her death. She was married to Rev. Theodore

Bowditch, who pastored Wesieyan churches in
Michigan. He preceded her in death. She is survived
by three daughters, two sons, 17 grandchildren,
13 great-grandchildren, a sister and a brother.

Criswell, Rev. Gregory Allen (60)
Rev. Gregory Criswell lived in Vinton, Va., at the

time of his death. He took his first pastoral position
at Jordantown Wesieyan Church in Vinton in August
2004 and was ordained in July 2008 after completing
the FLAME program. Before he entered ministry.
Pastor Criswell was a member of Christ Wesieyan
Church in Milton, Pa., where he was involved in
prison ministry. He also served his community by
working as a bus driver with the Roanoke School
District. He was preceded in death by his parents and
an infant brother. Survivors include his wife, Kathy, a
daughter, four sons, six grandchildren, and a brother.

Day, Rev. Charles C. (87)
Rev. Charles C. Day lived in Marion, Ind., at the

time of his death. A graduate of Indiana Wesieyan
University (then Marion College), Charles pastored in
Indiana and Ohio for ten years and was a missionary
with The Wesieyan Church, serving in Colombia,
South America, and Puerto Rico for ten years. He
also served as the marketing manager for Wesieyan
Publishing House and retired after 22 years.
Survivors include his wife, Lucille, a son, daughter,
four grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren.

Gollihue, Rev. Froman J. (80)
Rev. Froman J. Gollihue lived in Hilliard, Ohio,

at the time of his death. Rev. Gollihue pastored
Wesieyan churches for more than 40 years, served
as a district treasurer, and was involved in numerous
church plants. Rev. Gollihue was preceded in death
by his parents, Charles and Marie Gollihue. He is
survived by Irene, his wife of 60 years, one daughter,
two sons, two brothers, one sister, five grandchildren,
and five great-grandchildren.

www.wesleyan.org

Lowell Jennings Was Medical
Missionary

Dr. Lowell E. Jennings (89), former medical
missionary to India and Sierra Leone and Chair
Emeritus of the Southern Wesieyan University
(SWU) Board of Trustees, died December 29, in
Brevard, N.C. SWU president Dr. David Spittal
called the veteran missionary a "giant of the faith."

A graduate of Indiana Wesieyan University
(then Marion College) and the medical school at
Indiana University, Dr. Jennings and his wife, Mary
Faith, were Global Partners missionaries to India

(1952-1954) and to Sierra Leone, West Africa
(1958-1961). Following his retirement he served
as southern area representative in The Wesieyan
Church's Office of Estate and Gift Planning.

General Superintendent of The Wesieyan
Church Dr. Jo Anne Lyon said that Dr. Lowell
Jennings exemplified Jesus in every aspect of
his life. Thousands from ail over the world called

him "friend."

Kehler, Dorothy (90)
Dorothy Kehler lived in Carlisle, Pa., at the time of

her death. She was preceded in death by her husband.
Rev. Albert E. Kehler, who pastored Wesieyan Church
of the Cross in Carlisle and also served as a former

general superintendent of the Evangelical Christian
Church, which merged with The Wesieyan Church.
The couple also led a Christian radio ministry from
the church. She is survived by two sons, seven
grandchildren, and nine great-grandchildren.

Phillips, Jr., Rev. Dean H. (89)
Rev. Dean H. Phillips Jr. pastored for 40 years in

several Wesieyan churches on Maryland's eastern
shore and as a missionary to the Caribbean. He and
his wife, Elizabeth, served in the Eastern Caribbean
Islands, Trinidad, Tobago, Jamaica, Guyana, and
other parts of South America. Following his 1988
retirement in Brooksville, Fla., Rev. Phillips served
another 20 years as chaplain of nursing homes in
Brooksville and Spring Hill, Fla.

Sanders, Myra (95)
Myra Sanders lived in Yarmouth, Nova Scotia,

Canada, at the time of her death. She was the wife
of Rev. Charles Sanders, who predeceased her. They
served with the Reformed Baptist Church and then with
The Wesieyan Church for 33 years as missionaries in
South Africa, ministering to the Zulu tribe and beyond.
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Parents Ir
Cli

e packed our family in the car and
headed off to church. Can this really be
the weekend already? Weren't we just

on our way to the church Just a little bit ago?
What is with this kids' stuff and youth gather
ings? I can't believe how time flies by. Days
turn to weeks, weeks to months and months to
years. Now two of our children have left home
and the last one is in high school.

Impressionable Years
The paint is still wet on a couple of them but I

was thinking about how we've done raising our
children. Those impressionable years are all but
gone for my wife, Pam, and me. We needed help
influencing our children on the right path. We did
not bring one of them into the world to just give
to Satan. Coming to Christ and entering God's
heaven are not negotiable. It is unthinkable to
consider that we should lose even one of our
children to Satan or this world. We were

committed to do our best, and we failed plenty
of times-at least I know 1 did. We made a choice

as to who would play the key roles of influencing
our kids. They would play sports, do homework, be in

dramas, play musical instruments, watch movies, have
sleepovers, etc. We prayed before meals, talked about the
Bible at some, and prayed at bedtime.

What role did the church play in their spiritual forma
tion? Did it make a difference or would we consider it an
optional event? We had to choose quickly because the
impressionable years of childhood seemed to go by so
quickly, almost like a blur.

Raising Kids to be Influential
When they were a little older, our boys played Little

League baseball. They played basketball and baseball at school.
They were in dramas. They had homework.They needed scholar

ship money to go to college. But what difference did the church
make? One baseball coach tried to urge me to know how important the

baseball team was. He thought he could impress me with the importance
of baseball. I grew up playing baseball and following pro baseball very

closely. He acted like he was managing the Philadelphia Phillies. He wanted it to
become a centerpiece of our home; however, we took a different approach. If God
wantedour boys to be pro baseball players they would rise to the lop no matter what.
What if that was not their destiny? They wouldn't get there no matter how hard we
pushed. We were notraising baseball players. We were not raising kids just to be good



Fluence
ildren to Serve Christ
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citizens. Pam and I wanted to raise three kids who would
make a positive influence for Christ.

We realized our kids needed more help than we could
give them by ourselves. We believed the Sunday school,
Sunday kid's worship, and Wednesday evening ministries
were things that could enhance our children's lives and
would move them into adulthood on good spiritual footing.
The church events were not just one more thing on a dizzy
pace of life. Jesus Christ was the centerpiece of our home.
He was not an "add on" and these events served as healthy
conduits to enhance their personal relationship with Him.

When you think about it, there are very few influences
around your child that push them to be more godly and
Christlike. Pam and I knew we needed help raising them to
be life-long difference-making believers for Jesus Christ.

Sunday school, church services, and special activities
have benefited our children in many ways. They are taught
God's Word and how it can be lived out in their everyday
lives. They experience the fellowship of Christian friends
and are able to take their unsaved friends to events so that

they can be introduced to Christ. They never missed youth
group unless they had mid-terms or some big test the next
day. It was never optional to attend church, youth group, or
Sunday school. Today, our kids are all serving the Lord and
readily serve Him in various ways.

Parents Benefit Too
Pam and I have benefited, too. "For me...the highlight

of my week, other than attending worship on Sundays, is
attending choir practice on Wednesday nights. The choir
and worship band are my 'small groups' and I love being
there, learning songs that will be presented to God in
worship, sharing prayer requests, and seeing God answer
those prayers," says Pam.

"Growing up, my parents took me to church regularly-
Sunday morning for Sunday school and worship, Sunday
evening and Wednesday nights for another worship service.
Overkill? I don't think so. Our hearts were striving to be
more like Christ and that was our way of following hard
after Him. In my husband's family and in mine, our siblings
are serving the Lord...never straying from Him. Now we
are asked to give four hours of our week at Bethany . ..
It is easy to do and is a joy to have so many wonderful
options in serving Christ and learning more about Him in
this journey of life."

Pam and I have attended classes and seminars at the

church to enhance our marriage and parenting. Many times

www.wesleyan.org

we have gone home from a church event and talked about
God's great work among us. We never want to lose the
sense of awe from being in God's presence with His people.

Years Later
Things have changed for us. A little gray found my

head, glasses are perched on my nose and since we kept
feeding our children, they kept growing. On Sundays,
Pam and our youngest son go to church early for music
practice. Our daughter goes to church with her husband.
Our middle son attends church close to his college, but the
priority is still the same: connect in a vibrant relationship
with Jesus Christ and influence as many as you can for
Him no matter where you are or what you are doing.

Some suggest, and I think our culture bears this out,
that the trend for families is often that the next generation
is less committed to Christ than the previous one. Pam and
I wondered what kind of nation and legacy we would
leave our grandchildren if that is true. We determined to
give our kids the best chance to know God with a fervent
Christ-centered passion that was handed to us.

Just recently two of my children called and wanted to
talk about "God things." They wanted to replay a church
event just like you would review a football game or hunt
ing experience. If we were starting all over again we
would not change this part of our lives. We would put
Christ first, family second, and church third. We are not
at the finish line, but we have tried to make it as easy as
possible for our kids to follow Christ every day with their
whole heart.

What about your family? What do your children see as
your non-negotiable values? Where is God in the pecking
order of all the areas of your life? The journey will be
completed soon. We will see Him shortly-that world is
forever and this one is not. •

Kevin Fetterhoff serves as senior pastor at Bethany Wesleyan
Church in Cherryvilie, PA.
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©omen have heldaplace of respect and dignity from the
earliest days of the Wesleyan-Holiness Movement. The

Wesieyan Methodist Connection (referred to in this arti

cle by its later name, Wesieyan Methodist Church) was founded
in 1843, but two years earlier the Michigan Conference (District)
had already been organized. It is well known that the Wesieyan
Methodist Church was among the earliest religious groups who
fought for the freedom of black slaves. However, their involve

ment in the women's rights movement has not been well
publicized. In July 1848, the Wesieyan Methodist Church in

Seneca Falls, New York, was host to the first Women's Rights
Convention. This convention called for fairer treatment of

women and for their right to vote.

Women have held a place of respect

from the earliest days of the

Wesleyan-Holiness Movement.

Wesieyan Freedom
In 1867 the Seventh General Conference of the Wesieyan

Methodist Church voted its approval of the desire of the state of
Kansas to give women the right to vote, with the hope that other

states would follow. In 1864 and 1875. the General Conference

refused to take any action on the licensing and ordination of
women as ministers. The General Conference of 1879 voted to

license women to preach but not to ordain them. The General
Conference of 1891 removed the 1879 section from the

Discipline, leaving the whole matter to the annual conference

(districts). By 1891, several conferences began to ordain women.
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This was not without controversy and debate. In 1912, Iva E.
Crofford was elected the first woman conference president.
(She married Clayton H. Hyde in 1936.)

Biblical Teaching
According to Luke 22:24—29, Jesus' disciples began raising

the question as to which one of them was the greatest soon after
they had eaten their last meal with Jesus. He answered the dispute
by declaring that whoever sees or finds a need in humanity and

serves to meet that need is given a kingdom. The ruler of the

kingdom is the one who yields himself or herself to meet the

needs of others. Jesus then declared that this kind of service is

evidence of real fellowship with himself.

A Living Contribution
From the beginning Wesieyan women ministers have served

God and the Church unselfishly in many areas. Some of these
women never sought ordination. They were busy fulfilling God's

call to advance the Kingdom by preaching, evangelizing, and

helping the needy. They were women filled with courage-
courage to endure under the pressure of ridicule. They possessed

courage to bear patiently the hardships of survival during periods

of hunger and lack of clothing and warm shelter. Their courage
enabled them to bear the burden for lost humanity in the vilest
places. This God-given courage caused them to be true to the
Lord's command, "Go into all the world and preach the good

news to all creation" (Mark 16:15). •

—From Celebrate Our Daughters:

150 Years of Women in Wesieyan Ministry

by McLxine L. Haines and Lee M. Haines. Dr. Lee Haines is a
genera! superintendent emeritus in The Wesieyan Church.
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Women the
Oheheadline "Bosnian Muslim

Women Raped by Serbian
Christians'" pierced my heart.

How could this be? So inhumane! So evil!

So contrary to God's plan for humanity!
I began to do research and found that this

practice has been used for centuries—rape
as a weapon of war. The articles from the

Balkan wars went on to describe how the

soldiers intentionally wanted to get the
women pregnant so the women would con

stantly be reminded of their enemy.
Later, news came that for the first time in

history the United States military was send
ing counselors and psychologist to bring
some type of healing to the victims. At that
time I was working as a psychotherapist and
saw that several of my colleagues had

responded to the call. 1 shuddered as I lis

tened to their conversation because they
immediately brought up the issue of religion
and were very demeaning of Christianity. In
news accounts, the rapists were labeled as

"Christian" simply because that was how
Serbia was generally known, as opposed to
their "Muslim" enemy. But this act was not

Christian in any sense of the word.
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I was pained to realize that these thera

pists, who were quite good in their field,

would simply push Jesus and the hope He
offers further and further from the minds of

these victims. I immediately wanted to

organize a group of Christian therapists to
fly to Bosnia and counter this devastation—

physically, psychologically, and spiritually. I
was unable to accomplish such a feat at that

time, but the seeds of ministry to women
around the world were planted in my heart.

A Tragic Cycle
I have listened to women in West Africa

share their stories of amputations, rape, tor
ture, and loss of family until I thought I
could not bear to hear another word. Yet I

realized that they had lived that horror

while 1 was only listening to it. I will never

forget the words of a mother in Southern

Africa who had starving children to feed

and realized that she had only one com
modity of value—her own body. So she

sold it to feed her children. She contracted

AIDS and was dying. Yet her poignant
words are forever emblazoned in my mem
ory. "You sec, AIDS is a very long death,"

The anti-human trafficking

movement is rising in

The Wesleyan Church!

she said, pointing lovingly to her children,
"but starvation a very short one." I pon
dered those words and began to think,
"How could we intervene so women will

never again have to make this choice?"
When I heard an official at the US

Department of State compare human traf
ficking to drug trafficking, I shuddered. He
said, "You see the profits of human traffick
ing will soon surpass drug trafficking
because you can sell an ounce of cocaine

only once, but you can sell a human being
over and over." Those words became flesh

to me when the director of the World Hope
Assessment Center in Cambodia wrote to

tell me they had just taken in a girl who
was 13 years old and had never been to

school but could speak five languages. The

reason is that she had been sold from one

country to another across Asia while the
profits to her captors continued to grow.

Somehow there had been an intervention

in Malaysia and she was retumed to

Cambodia and brought to our center. Now
she was in the process of being healed spir
itually, psychologically, physically, and
educationally.



A Long Way from Freedom
The United Nations has tried to address

these issues through the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, stating: "Everyone is enti
tled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in
this Declaration, without distinction of any
kind, such as race, color, sex, language, reli

gion, political or other opinion, origin ... or

other status...."

But we as followers of Jesus are com

pelled to a higher calling than the UN. Paul
writes to the Galatians so profoundly,
"There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is

neither bond nor free, there is neither male

nor female: for ye are all one in Christ

Jesus" (Galatians 3:28 kjv).

Reading a sample of the following gross
acts of violence against women makes one
want to run and hide or else through the

power of the Holy Spirit, face the Giants

and bring the healing and hope of Jesus.

According to the t/JV. Commission on the

Status of Women, at least one in three women

and girls is beaten or sexually abused in her

lifetime. The U.N. estimates that at least 60

million girls who should be alive are simply
missing from various populations, mostly in
Asia, as a result of sex-selective abortions,

infanticide, or neglect.
According to UNICEF, an estimated one

million children, mostly girls, are forced

into the sex trade each year, and the U.N.

estimates that 4 million women and girls

are trafficked annually.

Heroes of Transformation
The facts and figures would fill this

magazine and as a reader we are over

whelmed and filled with hopelessness.
Sometimes it helps to look back to renew

our faith and see what women as a move

ment have been able to accomplish.
I am reminded of the illiteracy that was

rampant in 19th century England. Hannah

Ball sensed God's call to do something
about the poor children and their lack of

education. As a result she began a literacy
movement for poor children who had no
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access to education, which later became

known as Sunday school. Children were
taught to read in Sunday school—from the
Bible. The Sunday school movement

marked a step towards free education for all.
Today in North America we are faced

with similar issues. Yes, we have free

education for all but what is the quality?
I was recently visiting some of the staff
from Transformation City (Wesleyan)
Church in the inner city of Milwaukee.

They described how they are ministering
to children in their neighborhood who are

very bright but cannot read. One can go

to any city in North America or to Native
American reservations and find schools

labeled as "dropout factories."

It is time for a new movement.

A New Movement

The anti-human trafficking movement is
rising in The Wesleyan Church. Further
opportunities are only limited by one's
imagination!

Is it possible for the thousands of health
professionals currently in The Wesleyan
Church to become a movement of healing

to the disenfranchised of the world? What

about our legal professionals? Our govern
ment officials? Our pastors? Continue the
list through your prophetic imagination!

I am always moved and emboldened by
the words of Paul written to the Ephesians.

"We are God's workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do" (Ephesians
2:10). These good works are preceded by the
fact that it is "by grace you have been saved,

through faith—and this not from yourselves,
it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no

one can boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9).
The powerful words of the prophet

Amos sum it up: "Let justice roll on like a
river, righteousness like a never-failing
stream!"(Amos 5:24). Eternal healing and
justice must be through the power of God
and His people! The doors of possibility are
open and God is calling us to walk through
those doors with Him. •

Dr. Jo Anne Lyon is a General Superintendent
of The Wesleyan Church, Indianapolis, Ind.
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How is God working through your
vocation?

God called me to vocational ministiy while on
staff at 12Stone Church in Lawrenceville,

Georgia. His call was clear and direct, but the

path it has taken me on has been anything but
that. I have been on a God-journey from Georgia

to California to Indianapolis, and I am looking
forward to where He will take me from here. God

has a plan and a purpose for me, and I am enjoy
ing the trip.

How has Scripture helped you become
the woman you are?

My intelligent, independent mother instilled

in me the belief that I could do anything. In my
twenties I discovered that this was not com

pletely true; my ability to be everything God

created me to be diminished as I moved away
from Him. The truth of Scripture drew me back

to a right relationship with Him and is what

allows me to fulfill my God-given potential.

What role has The Wesleyan Church
played in developing your worldview?

Growing up in the Episcopal Church, I
understood but did not experience faith. Church
was on Sundays, and the world was the rest of

the week. The Wesleyan Church introduced me
to a personal, active, sanctified faith that tran
scended the day or the place.

How does your faith define you as a
woman?

1 never thought I could or could not do any-
tliing based on my gender. I don't know how I

can separate my femininity from my Christianity,
I only know that God sees me as His child.

"There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free,

male nor female, for you are all one in Christ

Jesus" (Galatians 3:28).

How does your faith define you in your
vocation?

I am a kinetic, relational learner: therefore, I

learn more about my faith as I work and worship

alongside others. My faith defines my calling,

living out my calling allows me to be shtupened

by others, and my calling is then clarified
through the sharpening of my faith. •

—Priscilla Hammond is an ordained minister and
the assistant to Dr. Jo Anne Lyon. She is pursuing
her doctoral studies at Indiana Wesleyan University.
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OulieCollins first remembers hearing about church planting while enrolled
as a student at Indiana Wesleyan University. Now a church planter in the

trendy town of Fort Collins, Colorado, Julie serves as lead pastor at The
Grove, a church plant of The Wesleyan Church. The Grove's fu^t preview

service was held on Easter Sunday, April 24. It is scheduled for launch on July 31.

WL Describe your calling to plant a church.
Collins WhenI was in college, I heard about church planting for the first

time. I remember sitting in that service, feeling my heart connect with the idea,
and knowing it would be a part of my future (although I thought I'd be called
to be a team member as a married woman in my forties—not a single, lead
planter in my twenties). Then, in the spring 2009,1 sensed God calling me to
church planting.

I went through the assessment center, a week-long event that allows church
planters to receive training, expertise, and assessment from denominational
leaders. And I met with some church planters in North Carolina. I sensed God
saying, "This team has enough people. Instead of one church, why not two?"
I fought with God for a while, telling Him to pick someone else. The calling
became so loud, almost to the point of being haunted, that I could no longer
give excuses and knew this was what God was asking me to do in the next
stage of my life.

I felt called to start a church that wouldn't necessarily be composed of
only young adults but would always provide a place where they could
connect with Christ and the church and not feel like the neglected age group.
This emerging young adult demographic is the least churched in America.
I happen to be in the age group at such a time as this and wanted to see that
statistic change.

WL Why name the church plant The Grove?
Collins The name was birthed out of who we felt God was calling us to

be, considering the culture of Fort Collins. A grove is a place where life and
growth flourish. It is not one living organism trying to do life on its own, but
many living things sharing together. Studies show the more green space a
community has the more healthy it is. We want to be this in a spiritual sense:
bringing life and health to Fort Collins.

WL You're a Florida native and attended college in Indiana. Why plant The
Grove in Colorado?

Collins After I realized God wascalling me to plant a church,I thought about
the type of city and community I could be most effective in. I wanted to plant a
church in a metropolitan area with lotsof young adults,culture,and activity. Brian
Bradford (a Wesleyan pastor in Texas) called and said the Colorado/Nebraska
District wanted to planta church in FortCollins,whichis home to Colorado State
University. I visited the town and felt God saying, "This is it."

WL How old is The Grove?

Collins We had a bumpy start and that slowed us down. I went to school
for seven months to get a degree in massage therapy so I could be bi-voca-
tional. We initially were going to be a network of house churches, but there
were too many negative opinions of house churches. People who are not
Christians expressed that a house setting was too intimate. If they came, they
wanted to be a fly on the wall while they checked things out. So in December
2010, we started working toward Sunday services. We currently meet every



ch Planter
lies Must Step Up to Lead

Sunday for a small group Bible study where we have
already seen radical life change and new commitments
to Christ.

We are a young church, as most people are in
their twenties and thirties. We have an equal mix of
male and female, which is great, since the least
likely person to go to church is a guy in his twenties
and early thirties. We also have a handful of people
who are a bit older who have joined our team. We have tried to

be intentional about recruiting people that are seasoned in life.
Their age and experience help give us credibility as a church and
their spiritual life is a great example for all.

WL What obstacles or challenges have you encountered in
being a single, female church planter?

Collins One challenge is that some men have been more
interested in meeting the pastor than in learning about the
church! Also, people don't always realize that I am an ordained
pastor with ministerial training. I have started introducing
myself as a "pastor" and referencing the fact that I am
ordained. We also use The Wesleyan Church in our church lit
erature and marketing materials. I think the greatest challenge
is not having someone to walk the path beside you —a "biggest
fan" right by your side, encouraging you when you are down,
taking ownership of the vision, fighting your battles with and
for you, and crying with you when you face failure and disap
pointments.

People are getting
married later and later. Yet

we need church planters
now more than ever. If sin

gle people don't step up and
lead and if districts miss the

opportunity to coach a new
class of church planters, we

could miss out on a lot of

twenty- and thirty-something
church planters.

WL What rewards have you seen since you and your team
planted The Grove?

Collins Seeingpeople's liveschanged, individuals discover
ing their spiritual gifts for the first time, observing people being
called into full-time ministry, and seeing them realize they have
talents they can use to lead and serve the Kingdom. Seeing God
answer prayers in crazy ways.

WL What is God presently doing at The Grove?
Collins Rightnow. He is really helping the team take owner

ship of the vision and live it out in the community. People are
praying for courage to invite their friends. We have a list of people
we are all praying for and are already hearing reports of how God
is working in those relationships. He has supplied us with an inex
pensive place to meet. I am bi-vocational, and God is blessing the
business I started. He is bringing more people to our launch team.

iiWe need church planters now more than ever."

WL It soundsa bit lonely.
Collins It is lonely. But these arebarriers not impossibilities.

There will always be barriers for a church planter. Chris Conrad,
the denomination's former director of church planting develop
ment and current Western Michigan district superintendent, says,
"One of the most important things a church planter can have is a
get-it-done attitude." When 1 realized these things were barriers,
I knew I'd just have to work that much harder.

WL What advice would you give to a church planter facing
similar obstacles?

Collins I'd say that you have to get it done despite the
odds. You adapt and develop a good support network. Do you
look young? Then do things to up your legitimacy factor.
Eradicate the word like from your vocabulary. Wear dress
pants when you network. Are you a woman? Get some men in
your corner who will fight your battles with you. Enlist some
men who will stand up for you when people are not taking you
seriously.

w ww.wesIeya n, o rg

WLAre you seeing success in evangelism?
Collins Wejust had our first person accept Christ. Sixty

people attended our preview service on Easter, and we'd prayed
for forty. Our first baptism took place that week, and we dedi
cated an adorable little girl named Piper. Many stayed for lunch
after church, where conversations lasted for two hours. We are

getting involved with an organization in town that works with
foster kids by having parties for them on a monthly basis.

WL Whatis The Grove trusting Godfor?
Collins We are trusting Godto help us "live out" in thecom

munity, live life on purpose, and connect us with people who are
confused and searching. We have faith that God will supply the
money we need to facilitate our mission in Fort Collins. •

—Julie Collins graduatedfrom Indiana Wesleyan University in 2005
with a degree in Christian ministries. She is an ordained minister in
The Wesleyan Church.
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How is God working through your
vocation?

God works through my vocation by the types
of people that come into my office. All of them
are broken in soul and spirit. That was my own
experience with cancer. I felt as if I had received
a death sentence, and yet, 39 years later, God has

allowed me to still be here on this earth,

How has Scripture helped you become
the woman you are?

The Bible is a letter from our dearest and

closest relative—our Father in heaven. He sends

this message to me. His child, in a world of con
fusion. He comforts and helps me make sense of
the world's chaos. He prepares me for what's to
come as I prepare for His coming. He does not
leave me ignorant as to His plans for me in this
world.

What role has The Wesleyan Church
played in developing your worldview?

The Wesleyan Church has been a mission-

minded body of believers to me. Gone is the
idealism of the social gospel, in which service
was done for the glory of service. In contrast, I

believe the church has witnessed the emergence

of energetic and informed leaders who seek to be
conduits of God's common grace.

How does your faith define you as a
woman?

I soon realized that the way God brought me
into the ministiy is nothing less than a miracle.

And He put the frosting on the cake by empow
ering me to grow in my faith as the first
African-American woman in the state of South

Carolina to launch a Wesleyan church.

How does your faith define you in your
vocation?

As I take a closer look at the bruised, broken,

and hurting in my own community, I am com
pelled to shrug off my complacency about the
suffering in this world. I am compelled to recog
nize and answer God's call to seiwe. My message

reveals the beauty and heartache of a surrendered
life and demonstrates the astounding rewards of
such surrender. •

—Breiida Singleton is a bivocational pastor at
Healing Waters Wesleyan Church in Beaufort, S.C.,
and works as a medical case manager and prevention
specialist at an HIV!AIDS community agency.
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Oanachurch that runs less than 300 in worship attendance be
successful at church planting? Pastor A1 Goracke of Kingswood

Church in Blaine, Minn., would answer with a resounding, "Yes!"
In September 2003, Rev. David DeVel launched North Point Church,

now located in neighboring Coon Rapids, Minn., after spending a year
at Kingswood recruiting members to join the endeavor. Pastor A1 and
his local board of administration had given approval for up to ten per
cent of the congregation to Join the new church. About thirty persons,
along with others Pastor DeVel had recruited from the community,
formed the new congregation.

In the summer of 2010, a group of people who are originally from
the west African nations of Sierra Leone, Liberia, and Ghana,

approached Pastor A1 about the possibility of forming a new congrega
tion to minister to their families, acquaintances, and others from west
Africa who were living in the Twin Cities area. Kingswood offered its
facilities, and the group began conducting services, averaging 37 in
August. The Iowa-Minnesota District recognized Greater Praise Church
as an official Wesleyan congregation in January 2011, and in February
they averaged 83 attendees in worship.

In May 2011 Pastor Rick Wipf, an assistant pastor from the Wesleyan
church in Brookings, S.D., relocated to Blaine, Minn. Iowa-Minnesota
District Superintendent Tim Purcell recruited Pastor Wipf and two other
couples from South Dakota to work in the Kingswood congregation
over the next several months to recruit up to ten percent of the congre
gation to join the launch of The Vine Church in 2012.

Pastor Goracke said, "If we can do it—three church plants in eight
years from a church under 300—anyone can do it!" •

Minnesota Plants

Third
Church



Otis no secret that Detroit is one of the most economically
depressed cities in North America. Yet there is hope, and

Detroit Wesleyans are communicating God's hope to those most in
need in the "Motor City." Just as Jesus ministered to people in His
day by meeting both spiritual and physical needs, Wesleyans are
ministering to both needs in this city.

On the Saturday before Palm Sunday, Detroit Wesleyans fed
more than 500 families and provided a free health clinic to offer
screenings and hygiene training. More than 300 people took advan
tage of the health clinic—and some of those who were served are,
in turn, helping serve others. This all took place during the dedica
tion of Wesleyan Transforming Church, a multicultural
congregation pastored by Clarence Love.

Rev. Richard Meeks, district superintendent of East Michigan
District, is encouraged by the ways in which Wesleyans are respond
ing to residents' needs. "We're making a difference in what Detroiters
believe about Christ," he says. "We're also making a difference in
what the city believes about His Church and about Christians. We're
finding tangible ways to balance proclamation with demonstration."

Rev. Meeks is witnessing an "openness to The Wesleyan Church
and our ministry in the city. Those living in Detroit—including gov
ernment leaders—recognize that it's going to take all of us working
together to see a better day in the city."

More than 20,000 people, including many Wesleyans, recently
participated in a prayer walk around Detroit. The walk was sponsored
by BACH (Everyone A Chance to Hear), a campaign that crosses
denominational, racial, and political lines to bring churches together
in a cooperative effort for the sake of the gospel and the Great
Commission.

The EACH initiative focuses on other East Michigan cities as
well, and churches are banding together for evangelism in their com
munities. The Detroit prayer walk brought urban and suburban
churches together as a demonstration of unity.

Rev. Meeks and Wesleyans in Detroit know all their hard work in
being hope to their hurting city starts with love. "The more people
experience our love, the more the gospel makes sense and the more
willing they are to believe in Jesus." •

www.wesleyan.org
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How is God working through your
vocation?

I think my vocation and calling have
stemmed from my relationship with God. When
I am in the workplace, at school, or anywhere
else-ministry just happens. When I find God in
all things, God can use me in all things.

•^.*;-? e.

How has Scripture helped you become
the woman you are?

Scripture defines who we are in relationship
to a holy God. The Word of God has in no way
diminished my identity or my usefulness in the
Kingdom; however, it has let me know that

Satan tries to bring anyone down who worships
the King, man or woman.

What role has The Wesleyan Church
played in developing your worldview?

In today's culture, holiness seems to be an

ancient word spoken only by the devoted few

who abstain from worldly things, like monks or
hermits. The Wesleyan Church has helped me

understand the Living Word and how it applies
to today's culture—both good and bad.

How does your faith define you as a
woman?

My identity is in Christ. It is my relationship
with Him that defines who I am. I have been

blessed and gifted with unique characteristics

that only I have the abilities to use to their
potential just like any other person.

How does your faith define you in your
vocation?

1 work in an environment where my faith

speaks louder than my gender. 1 have to put on
a uniform that doesn't see male or female or

even Christian. But the integrity and character
that make me do my job well are shaped from
my faith. •

—Jessica TeegatJen is a recent graduate ofIndiana
Wesleyan University and serves in the Indiana
National Guard. She is working toward becoming a
military chaplain.
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Historically, and to this day, being filled with the Holy Spirit-

living the sanctified life that transforms lives

and culture—is the call of God to The Wesleyan Church.

Onthe 2011 annual "State of the Church" address,
' Dr. Jo Anne Lyon—on behalf of the Board of
General Superintendents, which includes Dr.

Thomas E. Armiger and Dr. Jerry G. Pence—illustrated

God's faithfulness and lordship. Dr. Lyon used stories and

ministry statistics to illustrate how God is changing lives

within the denomination, in North America and around

the world.

In her May 3 report to the members of the General

Board of Administration, Lyon said that The Wesleyan

Church continues to "live out the gospel." She high

lighted three areas in which that mission is being realized.

The first is by leaders living authentic Christian lives.

Recognizing Wesleyan leaders who attended the

Lausanne Conference on World Evangelism, she said that

authentic Christianity is the common thread for world

evangelism.

Secondly, living out the gospel demands that all

believers be filled with the Holy Spirit. "This is our only

source of power," Dr. Lyon said. "Historically, and to this

day, being filled with the Holy Spirit—living the sancti

fied life that transforms lives and culture—is the call of

God to The Wesleyan Church."

Third, Dr. Lyon said that Wesleyans are living out the

gospel by ethnic diversity. "The Church must reflect the

nations as did the church at Pentecost and the final

church in Revelation." Currently, one in ten Wesleyan

churches in North America is Spanish-speaking. She

added, "Churches continue to increase in African-

American communities as well as in the immigrant

Caribbean and African communities." Dr. Lyon also

noted that the past year saw "the most significant min

istry ever experienced among Natives in the history of

The Wesleyan Church." Over 200 Natives became new

believers through the ministries of the Church.

The fourth emphasis in seeking to live out the gospel
is in the Church's Urban Urgency. She said, "God is call

ing us back to the cities. Wesleyans are responding."

www.wesleyan.org

Currently, 80 percent of the population of North America

lives in cities. She added, "The four poorest cities in the

United States already have a Wesleyan presence—Detroit,

Cleveland, Buffalo, and Milwaukee."

Church planting, church health, and prayer were other

important emphases in the annual report from the Board

of General Superintendents. The BGS said prayer is the

foundation. "Wesleyans throughout the world are praying

and responding to the Million Mile Prayer Walk—praying

for a great movement of God in our time."

The 2010 dashboard indicators for the denomination

include the following:

• There are 1,715 local congregations in North

America (including 33 new plants), and 5,270

worldwide.

• Average primary worship attendance last year was

204,245 in North America (a 1.4 percent one-year

gain and a 14.5 percent ten-year gain) and 435,545

worldwide.

• The number of persons saved totaled 26,697 in

North America (over 73 per day) and 63,745 world

wide (over 174 per day).

• The number baptized in North America was 8,431

(31.5 percent of reported converts).

• The total number of members in all categories

totaled 139,330 in North America (a 0.8 percent

one-year gain and an 8 percent ten-year gain) and

355,901 worldwide.

• Number of credentialed ministers in North America

was 5353; there were 11,181 worldwide.

The State of the Church address ended with a quote

from 20th century theologian Mildred Wynkoop: "The

coming of the Holy Spirit means the awakening of the

total reserve of human nature. It is a honing of the shard

edge of human energies and capacities in order to fulfill

one's God-appointed mission in life." •

WESLEYAN LIFE 11



How is God working through your
vocation?

The Lord specifically laid on my heart the
need to minister to women in the church, local

community, as well as meet the needs of the
world. It is pure joy to serve and see God
change lives and call women to serve.

How has Scripture helped you become
the woman you are?

Scripture is the foundation of my faith and
living. It teaches me about God, His love and
forgiveness, and how to live the Christian life.
It is the living Word!

What role has The Wesleyan Church
played in developing your worldview?

As a young child, 1 was taught to love the
whole world and to give and serve. As an adult

my worldview has been expanded through

experiences, education, opportunities to travel,
and minister through the Church.

How does your faith define you as a
woman?

I am uniquely created by God with freedom

to be the person He has created me to be! I aim
to love and serve others consistent with His

call and my uniqueness.

How does your faith define you in your
vocation?

1 gave God my life; therefore. He owns me

and every aspect of my life, including my voca
tion. I want my life to honor God. •

—Martha Blackburn serves as general directorfor
Weslevan Women.

Iam uniquely created

by God with freedom

to be the person He has

created me to he!
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New City Wesleyan
Expands to

Dayton, Cincinnati

Oew City Church (Wesleyan), located in the inner city of
Cleveland, Ohio, recently celebrated important milestones.

The church, which just had its third birthday, has announced

plans for the creation of two new congregations. New City is expanding

to Huber Heights, Ohio, a suburb of Dayton, and to Cincinnati. Founding
pastor Rev. Dave Bever also reported that New City Church is in the

early stages of planting a church in San Salvador, El Salvador.

Pastor Dave is proud of the way his church serves and loves its com

munity. He says, "We are three years and still serving, not just three years

and still standing" New City has been ministering in Cleveland for six
years—even before it became an official

church. "The reality is that we are living the

vision God called us to," says Pastor Dave,

"the vision that we would be missionaries in

Cleveland and that God would use Cleveland

as a missionary to cities across the nation."
During the service when the expansion

plans were announced to the New City con

gregation, 13 people placed their faith in

Christ for the first time. Those same new believers are already being

followed up with seasoned Christians who serve on discipleship teams

at New City.

Recently, a four-bedroom apartment suite was given to the church.
This summer the complex will be renovated and used to house young

men in a transitional living program.



FAMILY ALBUM

How rich our relationships

would be if we approached

them as listening points.

Love is
in the

Lisle MARK 0. WILSON

O
ately my family has been making fun of my hearing loss. I make them repeat everything, and then accuse them of mumbling.
It is the price I am paying for listening to Bob Dylan through headphones as a teenager. Being hard of hearing, however, is
not nearly as bad as hard of listening. Because I can't hear as well these days, I'm trying to listen better.

«^ •••

Facebook and Divorce
Linked

In a 2010 survey by the American
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, 81

percent of the '"nation's top divorce
attorneys" reported an increase in social
networking Web sites being used as evi
dence in divorce cases.

Tips on how to safeguard your mar
riage in a social media world—

• Give your spouse your Facebook

password.

• Disable the Facebook chat function.

• Set Facebook messages to be

forwarded to an accountability

partner's e-mail address.

• Don't send a friend request—or

accept one—from a past romantic

interest without first discussing it
with your spouse.

Listening Points
Northwoods naturalist Sigurd Olson affectionately dubbed his wilderness cabin on

Bumtside Lake "Listening Point." Sig explained, "I named this place Listening Point
because only when one comes to listen, only when one is aware and still, can things be
seen and heard." Can you imagine how rich our relationships would be if we approached
them all as listening points?

You and 1have been given two ears and one mouth. That may be because we're
supposed to listen twice as much as we speak, but talking and explaining come easier
than hearing and understanding.

Why is it so hard to listen?

Zoning Out
Consider this: we speak at a rate of 100 to 150 words per minute. We are able to

comprehend 250 to 300 words per minute. We think at 600 words per minute.
So, if you are an average thinker and the other person is a slow talker, you still have

500 words per minute left over for thinking about other things. For efficient folk, that's a
lot of wasted communication space. That is why it is so easy for us to zone out and think
about a myriad of other things.

Zoning out is evidenced by such responses: "Uh-huh," "Yes, dear," "I don't know,"
and "Whatever." Listening is hard work!

True Listening
True listening is more than hearing the words. It is processing those words and seek

ing to understand their depth and meaning. As Jim Elliot joumaled, "Wherever you are,
be all there!"

Margaret Wheatley said, "Listening is such a simple act. It requires us to be present,
and that takes practice but we don't have to do anything else. We don't have to advise, or
coach, or sound wise. We just have to be willing to sit there and listen."

"Momma, are you listening to me?" little Heidi wondered. "Uh-huh" the distracted
mother replied.

"No, Momma, I need you to listen with your eyes!" •

Mark (). Wilson is pastor ofHciyward Wesleyan Church, Hayward, Wis., and blags at
www.revitalizeyourchurch.com.blogspot.com.
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Why Wesleyan Women
Should be Friends

The Wesleyan woman isn't just interested in Wesleyan beliefs, organizations, and ministries. She has a network of
friends—some of whom are bestfriends—who share their concernsfor family, coworkers, and community, and who work
together to strengtheneach other in thefaith. Wesleyan Life asked twosuchfriends to share insightson theirfriendship.

Elizabeth Holmes is a legal assistant and pastor's wife. She is 45 years old. Ashley Lagomarsino (pronounced
LAH-go-mar-SEE-no), is 24, an office assistant, student,and singlemom. Thenvohave beenfriends since 2(X)7, and they
attend Crossroads Christian Fellowship, Fair Oaks, Calif, where Elizabeth's husband, Michael, is pastor.

First Encounters

WL How did you first meet?What do you remember
about your first meeting?

Ashley I came to the church's college group with a friend
when I was pregnant with my son.

Elizabeth I specifically remember the first time we met.
Ashley walked into the young adult Bible study, plopped

down in a chair, crossed her arms, and didn't seem too talka

tive. She had just moved to Sacramento and was newly

pregnant. A friend invited her to Bible study, where I think

she was certain she would be judged and ostracized. I

admired her courage for coming.

WL What makes you such good friends?
Ashley Welove the same music, sports, movies, being

outdoors, and have a heart for missions and social justice. We

understand each other, and we don't have to say anything to

one another to know if something is wrong.

Elizabeth I Ashley
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Elizabeth "Lags" (Ashley's nickname) and I both love
sports, food, working out, people, fun, movies, music, and

helping others. I also love her son, Aiden, age 3. Ashley is
pure and honest. She is always up for an adventure. She's the

kind of fiiend I hope I can be to others. She runs after God and
sometimes falls down, but gets right back up again and starts

over. And she doesn't pull any punches about her failures.

I have discipled her and have enjoyed watching her grow.

Growing Together

WL What have you learnedor are you learningfrom your
friend?

Ashley I have learned patience, love, understanding and
grace from E. She is an extraordinary mentor and friend.

Elizabeth So much! That you can be a single mother

and still hold your head up and walk into church. That you

can love people despite their shortcomings. That you can

have a hard outer shell but a soft center. That if

you pursue God with your whole heart and soul.

He will change you.

WL How do you encourage spiritual growth in
each other?

Ashley Wekeep each otheraccountable, encour
age one another to step out of our comfort zone and

take that extra step. I also see how E carries herself

as a woman of Christ and that alone encourages me

to be a better woman of God.

Elizabeth We converse about church sermons

or Bible studies. Ashley is a great question-asker

and talks easily about challenges. She has many

unchurched friends, so we discuss how to be a good

witness and have patience with others. As for her

encouraging spiritual growth in me, I know that she

sees me as an example, and it makes me see the

things I do and say in a new light. Whereas I might



think I can listen to certain music or watch certain

movies and it doesn't harm anyone, it also sets the bar

for her, which in turn affects the people to whom she is

ministering. So it really makes me examine my actions

in a new light.

Strength and Support

WL Why should Wesleyan women befriend each

other?

Ashley Wesleyan women should befriendeach
other because we are sisters through Christ. No one is

going to understand us more or relate to what we are

going through. There is also a bond with sisters in

Christ that is unexplainable. We give each other the

support and strength through God, and that is enough of

a reason.

Elizabeth It is crucial to the dynamic of the
church body, I believe. Plus, we have the same belief

system, so it's likely that when theological matters

arise, we'll come at it from the same place. The

Wesleyan tenet of pursuing holiness will be a shared

belief, so we can encourage one another or call each

other out when we need truth and accountability. •

Wesleyan Women provides leadership, assistance and
resources for you to connect the women in your church
to God. to each other, and to train them in leadership.

317.774.7974 • wesleyan.org/ww • ww@wesleyan.org

Join us this summer for the Womef^s>\lnistries Summit:

June 23-25, 2011
Cypres#\^esleyan Church

Columbus, Ohio

for more information: call 317.774,797A

or visit us online: wesleyan.org/ww/summit

2.5 billion lackaccess to
improved sanitation; 1.2

billion have no
facilities at all.

Nearly 1/2 of the
developing world suffers
from illness caused by
lack of access to safe

water and sanitation at

any given time.

Over 1.5 million
children die each year from

diseases related to a lack of safe

water and sanitation.

World Hope Internatlonars work to wash away
suffering begins with sanitation and hygiene
education. Each helps prevent the spread of
disease and fosters healthier communities.

Help improve health conditions for the world's
poor. Visit WorldHope.org {click Our Work) to
learn how rural development is offering a
clean start for those in need.



How is God working through your
vocation?

As a child. I knew 1 would be a writer. What

I didn't know was that God equipped ine for

this vocation to bless others and to glorify Him,
not for personal gain. Having learned that, I've
been able to give witness to the transformative

power of God's love to hundreds of thousands

of people around the world.

How has Scripture helped you become
the woman you are?

Scripture and prayer transform me the way
water and sun transform a tree—both are vital

to my growth. Scripture has carried me through
dark times, empowered me to achieve great
things, and equipped me for daily living.

What role has The Wesleyan Church
played in developing your worldview?
1 grew up in the Reformed tradition (and still

treasure my heritage), but found a radical new

understanding of my relationship with God
when I became a Wesleyan. namely that Christ

transforms lives here and now.

How does your faith define you as a
woman?

The humility of depending on God with
absolute abandon, which describes my faith,
paradoxically fills me with confidence. I am

His beloved daughter—forgiven, restored,
empowered.

How does your faith define you in your
vocation?

My love for God spills out in every area of
life. It has to. It's like baking powder affecting
the cake. Whatever I'm doing—whether
working at church, in my community, or in
my job—I want to walk in step with Him. •

—Heather Genimen Wilson is a bestselimg author
and international speaker, Fishers, Ind.

am his beloved

daughter—forgiven,

restored, empowered.
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Bethany Bible College Students Explore China
Eight students from Bethany Bible College (BBC) along with Professor

Mike MacNeil traveled to China March 4-14 to experience an exchange of
culture with university students in Langfang, just north of the capital of Beijing.

Freshman student John Gorveatte said, "Itwas an amazing opportunity to
better understand the diversity of cultures. Yet you realize how much the
same people are. Everyone wanted their picture taken with us. They were
super kind and compassionate."

Every aftemoon BBC students met with
Chinese university students to leam about their
culture and help them with conversational English.
An "English Corner" was set up in the local coffee
shop where anyone who wanted to could stop by
to talk. "They wanted to know about our culture
and teach us about theirs," said third year student
Katie Keever, "Conversations leaned toward what

Bethany students were studying in school and
what life in Canada was like. It was amazing how quickly we bonded
together, even with the language barrier."

As part of their cultural exploration, the group toured the Great Wall,
the Forbidden Kingdom, and Tiananmen Square. They also volunteered
each morning at a special needs orphanage and gave a concert for nearly
100 university students.

The nine travelers were deeply impacted by their time in China. "I will
never be able to erase them from my mind," said Keever.

Houghton College among 'Greenest' Schools in Nation
Houghton College has been named one of the top 300 greenest colleges

in the nation. The Princetoti Review's "Guide to 311 Green Colleges" listed
Houghton among an impressive list of institutions in America.

To create this guide, the Princeton Review partnered with the U.S.
Green Building Council (USGBC). These groups had three goals in mind
for a college or university that would make the list: (1) whether students
have a campus quality of life that is both healthy and sustainable; (2) how
well a school is preparing students for employment in the green economy;
and {3} how environmentally responsible a school's policies are.

To meet these goals, a number of criteria were listed. Schools needed to
meet at least a few of the precepts. Houghton succeeded in numerous crite
ria—having a formal sustainability committee, new construction must be
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)—certified, having
an environmental studies degree, employing a sustainability officer, and the
school providing guidance on green jobs.

In addition, 40 percent of school's cleaning products are green certified,
90 percent of school grounds are maintained organically, and 50 percent of
students' transportation is through alternative sources. Also, a communica
tion student intern is videotaping renovations being done to a local
construction project with the goal of providing visual documentation that the
work meets requirements for LEED certification. The recording will then be
used as a training video for other groups seeking LEED certification.

Indiana Wesleyan Honors Chick-fil-A's Cathy
S. Truett Cathy, founder and chief executive officer of Chick-fil-A, was

inducted into Society of World Changers at Indiana Wesleyan University
(IWU) and received an honorary doctorate in business management letters
on March 30.

Cathy received a standing ovation from a capacity crowd of 3,800
people in the university's chapel-auditorium. Students and faculty also



cheered an announcement by IWU president Henry Smith
that a Chick-fil-A restaurant would open this fall in the
Barnes Student Center.

Dr. Cathy was the ninth inductee into the World
Changers Society, which was established in 2003 to cele
brate the stories of Christian professionals who have made
a mark for Christ in their sector of the marketplace.

Cathy offered this advice to IWU students in his accept
ance speech: "Why not be at your very best at all times?
We're happy when we are performing at our very best," he
said. "Why not be at your very best. You will never realize
your full potential until you are performing at your very best."

Cathy also
shared three

guidelines to help
students be their

best. "Instruction

is what we say;
influence is what

we do; and image
is what we are,"

he said. The

90-year-old, who
taught Sunday
school to 13-year-

oid boys for 52 years, also stated that the Bible is a roadmap
for our lives. "Do well to read it and apply it." Cathy placed his
faith in Christ at age 12.

Cathy started in the restaurant business in 1946, when
he and his brother opened a small diner known as the
Dwarf Grill in Atlanta, Ga. Through the years, the restaurant
prospered and led Cathy to build on his success.

In 1967 Cathy opened the first Chick-fil-A restaurant in
Atlanta. The company now is the second-largest quick-
service chicken restaurant chain in the United

States, based on annual sales.
At the beginning of 2011, there were more

than 1,500 Chick-fil-A restaurants in 39 states

and the District of Columbia. Annual sales in

2010 were $3.5 billion.
Cathy built his life and his business based on

hard work, humility, and biblical principles. Based on
these principles, all Chick-fil-A restaurants are
closed on Sundays so employees and customers
can enjoy a day of rest and honor and worship God.

OKWU Celebrates Baseball

Championship
The Oklahoma Wesleyan University Eagles

baseball team is celebrating a milestone in the pro
gram's history-a first-ever national championship.

The Eagles earned a spot in the championship
series by going 4-0 in their pool play round. During
this round they managed to beat Southeastern
(FL), Olivet Nazarene (IL), Cedarville (OH), and
Malone (OH). In the championship series the
Eagles were matched up against the defending
www.wesleyan.org

L to R: Dr. Henry Smith,
Dr. S. Tnieti Cathy, and Carl Shepherd

champions North
Greenville (SC).
The Eagles were
able to take the

first and third

games against the
defending champi
ons to earn the

2011 title.

OKWU Head

Coach Kirk Kelley was named the 2011 NCCAA National
Coach of the Year and junior outfielder Cory Ford was
named the tournament's Most Valuable Player.

Southern Wesleyan President Scholarship
Established

James Wiggins, vice president for development at Southern
Wesleyan University (SWU), recently presented an endowed
scholarship fund to SWU President David Spittal in honor of
the president and his wife.

The David and Donna Spittal
Endowed Scholarship is being made
possible by financial support from
members of the SWU Board of

Visitors and community sponsors.
The scholarship will benefit future stu
dents. According to Wiggins, anyone
is welcome to make a contribution to

the scholarship, adding that such gifts
should be made payable to Southern

Wesleyan University and clearly designated for the David and
Donna Spittal Endowed Scholarship Fund.

For details, contact Mary Costello, director of development,
at 864.644.5004 or mcostello@swu.edu.

L to R: James Wiggins and
Dr. David Spinal

COLLEGE NEWS

Wesleyan NATIVE Ministries

Empowered Leaders Healthy Churches - Transformed Lives
In Native Communities Across North America

www.WesieyanNativeMinistries.org
Phone: 616.4s6.0097
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How is God working through your
vocation?

In my interwoven roles as a pastor's wife,
mother, and writer, I am discovering that God
uses the challenges of ministry, the seasons of <

family life, and the journey of womanhood to
deepen my faith, broaden my understanding and
form the themes I write about.

How has Scripture helped you become
the woman you are?

Scripture has helped me delineate the scope

of womanhood as well as the parameters of
faith. As I study the Bible, I am affirmed as

God's daughter, convinced to use His truth
rather than the culture as a lifestyle template
and motivated to nurture my roles as a wife
and mother.

What role has The Wesleyan Church
played in developing your worldview?

I have appreciated the emphasis placed on

personal holiness by The Wesleyan Church. An
ongoing commitment to Christlike priorities and

passions develops a worldview built on truth,
integrity, compassion and service.

How does your faith define you as a
woman?

My faith is the foundation of my person-
hood. God purposed me to reflect His glory by
being female and redeemed me in everlasting

love. In this context, I can understand my gen

der identity, my specific place in the order of
things, and my purpose and gifts.

How does your faith define you in your
vocation?

My calling as a wife and mother is defined

by the realization that I have a God-given role
to fill, which not only brings Him glory but also
nourishes others. As a writer, my perspective is

shaped by the Scriptural precepts upon which
I base my life. •

—Vulorie Quesenherry is the author o/Reflecting
Beauty: Embracing the Creator's Design and
Redeeming Romance: Delighting in God's Love, by
Wesleyan Publishing House.

18 SUMMER 2011

/

t

Showing Up to Serve

o

CHRISTINE MARCOTTE

ire Chief Mike Nesslage is a member of Hillside Wesleyan Church in
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, who is making a difference in the community. He is a

husband, father of two teenagers, businessman, employer, educator, fire
fighter, and church board member. For seven years, he has served as fire chief in
the nearby city of Hiawatha.

A Family Tradition
Chief Nesslage's career ambitions formed at the age of three, when he rode

a fire truck with his father. Now, 27 years after beginning his own career, his
20-year-old son is also trained as a volunteer firefighter.

Chief Nesslage said, "Often, there is some instant gratification; we get to see
the results immediately. We save a house, or get a stroke or heart attack patient
to the hospital in time to do some good."

Chief Nesslage ministers to people's physical and psychological needs.
"When people call 911, they're not having a good day. It's usually the worst day
of their lives," he said. "I like being able to help those folks out, if nothing else.
Just to bring a sense of stability or calm to the situation."

A Consistent Witness
Plans are ever-changing in the Nesslage home, with emergency calls coming

in any time. YetMike always strives to exercise good business practices, to edu
cate the community on awareness of fire safety, and to act as an example of
Christ in all his daily interactions, even when others might not play fairly.

"People in crisis are often angry. Even in the business of running a fire
department, people will say or do things that make you want to lash back,"
Mike said. "I turn my cheek."

Making a Difference
Despitehis chaotic schedule. Chief Nesslage'screw knows how he makes his

Christian life a priority. He said, "My men know when I am going to be at a
board meeting, mission trip, or other church commitments that I'm not going to
be at the fire station."

At church Chief Nesslage is no different. When a teenager passed out, he
immediately checked his vitals and made sure he was OK. Another time, a
parishioner called him. concerned about her light being a fire hazard. He went
right over to fix it.

"I try to treat everyone as I would want my motheror sister treated in all
aspectsof my life, he said. Ultimately, he knows "when we show up. we make a
difference." •

Chrisline Marcoltc is a freelance writer.



Newly Signed Recording Artists Get Start in Kansas District
A band that began at a Wesieyan church plant in Manhattan, Kans., has much to be thankful for. After winning the national

Rock the Camp Contest through TobyMac's Camp Electric in Nashville, Tenn., Cloverton found Itself in a whirlwind of opportunity.
The band, which began at Real Life Church, opened at Camp Electric for TobyMac, a well-known Christian recording artist who
landed his start with the band dc Talk.

Soon after, Cloverton spent the fall recording with Dove and Grammy award-winning producer Paul Ebersold, then signed with
INO Records. The record label also carries the artists MercyMe, ToddAgnew, Phil Wickham, and Jonny Diaz.Aftera three-week
tour to the east coast in February and performances on the K-LOVE Radio Friends and Family Music Cruise (along with
Casting Crowns, TobyMac, Matthew West, and Sanctus Real), the band released its first single "Take Me into the Beautiful."
The song is currently gaining traction nationwide and has already reached the number five ratings position inAustralia.
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service we offer at no charge) and premium quotation, or for a closer look at
why more than 100,000 religious organizations trust Church Mutual, simply
call 800-554-2642 or go to www.churchmutual.com/onslte.

Churvh Muliiat is recommended by the Wesieyan Churches
Board of General Superintendents.

Church
Mutual,
INSURANCE COMPANt

Listening. ILearning. ILeading?

Listening. Learning. Leading, isa registered trademark ofChurch Mutual Insurance Company. ©2010Church Mutual Insurance Company



NEWS

Logging Prayer Miles
for the Kingdom

MILLION

MILE
PRAYER

WALK!

Christ-followers as far away as India are answering the call to join the
Million Mile Prayer Walk challenge. As a rally cry for earnest disciple-
ship, The Wesleyan Church invites you to join thousands of us in a
Million Mile Prayer Walk (MMPW), with each "mile" representing one
person spending 20 minutes in intercessory prayer for spiritual awak
ening and transformation. The effort was launched prior to the Lenten
season this year, and churches and individuals have been posting
prayer miles on the online Prayer Wall, where participants can also

check their progress and find prayer resources.
Pastor Akashdeep of Jaipur, the capital city of Rajasthan, India, comes

from a family of Hindu priests. He came to know Jesus in 2005 and now pastors
a home church. Searching the Web for information on prayer groups, he found the MMPW site. Akashdeep
says in an email, "I do not know anything about you. But I know one thing is that you also have burden for
prayer. And that tells me that your and my blood type is same—that's J, meaning Jesus." His small group
meets every Monday and has logged 640 prayer miles.

Marcia Stafford, prayer director for Greenville Community Church
(a Wesleyan church in Greenville, Michigan), reports 4,681 miles for
her congregation. Exuding a passionate spirit, she says the MMPW
was an answer to prayer. Her prayer group had been praying for
more people to pray. Marcia adds, "When you do something for 40
days, it becomes a habit, so people will pray more just by doing the
Prayer Walk."

Many established church prayer groups have joined the MMPW
because, as Joan Crooks of Oakway Wesleyan Church in
Westminster, S.C., says, "It is such a great opportunity to join other
Wesleyans to cry out to God for the lost to come to know and love
Him." Calene Pence of Fall Creek Wesleyan Church in Fishers,
Ind., belongs to a church prayer group that sits rather than walks.
They firmly believe that this weekly prayer time is the most powerful
activity they can do for their church. Pastor Doug Dennis of
Neighbors Grove Wesleyan Church in Asheboro, N.C., says the
MMPW "has been effective as an expression of our renewed
emphasis on prayer and renewal."

How can you participate? Just pray. Then, report the "prayer
miles" on the MMPW pedometer. Don't forget to update your miles
regularly. Visit the online
Prayer Wall at
www.wesleyan.org/mmpw
for answers to all your
questions. As one
prayer walker put it,
"We can participate
with what God is doing
through prayer. It is a
participation sport!"
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Caldwelis Celebrate 65 Years

Wayne and Joan Caldwell were
married on June 6,1946, near Wakefield,
Kansas. Dr. and Mrs. Caldwell served in

pastoral ministry for 25 years In Kansas,
Missouri, Colorado, and Indiana, as well
as on the campus of Indiana Wesleyan
University (then Marion College)
from1972 to 1987. Dr. Caldwell served

as an adjunct professor of religion and
philosophy In the IWU College of Adult
Professional Services from 1984-2008.

He was also General Editor of The

Wesleyan Church, 1984-1992. Their
children will help them celebrate with a
week at the Willow Valley Resort In
Boone, N.C. Their children are Joy
Caldwell (Belmont, N.Y.), Dr. Euni
(Brian) Rickey (Marion, Ind.), and Phil
(Jill) Caldwell (Noblesville, Ind.). They
have four married grandchildren and
two great-granddaughters. The couple
resides in Fishers, Ind.



Publishing House Teams with Intermedia to
Form LifeHouse Publishing

Wesleyan Publishing House (WPH) has teamed with
Intermedia Publishing Group of Phoenix, Ariz., to form
LifeHouse Publishing.

Through LifeHouse Publishing, authors, churches, and
ministries can utilize the professional book publishing serv
ice offered by the company to print, market, and sell their
books. LifeHouse will offer more options to pastors, teach
ers, and others with a passion to publish material that may

not fit the strategic publishing
focus of WPH.

Intermedia President Larry
Davis says, "We are thrilled to
start this new partnership and
expand our publishing even
more to reach new authors

and enable them to have a

fantastic publishing experience with LifeHouse Publishing."
"LifeHouse Publishing is our way of broadening our pub

lishing ministry," says Donald D. Cady, General Publisher at
Wesleyan Publishing House. "It's how we can effectively
take advantage of new technologies and partnerships to
serve a new publishing market and audience—one that we
have been limited in serving previously."

Cady goes on to say that this new partnership does not
change what Wesleyan Publishing House currently does or
the services it offers. WPH will still provide resources to
local ministries and the broader market. LifeHouse will open
doors for those who've struggled to get books published by
traditional means."

"With the advancement of electronic publishing, the part
nership will provide an entree for aspiring authors." Cady
noted that major publishers like Thomas Nelson and
Broadman and Holman (now B&H Publishing Group) have
similar arrangements with other companies that offer such
services.

The new creation of LifeHouse Publishing will be managed
by Terry Whalin, industry veteran and Intermedia's vice
president and publisher. "Terry's wealth of knowledge in

LlFEHOUSE PUBLISHING
Bringing Life to Books

NEWS

publishing will be a tremendous asset to the clients of
LifeHouse." says Davis.

Wesleyan Publishing House is the publishing ministry of
The Wesleyan Church and is a leader in communicating the
life-transforming message of holiness through the publica
tion of quality resources for local churches and ministries
around the world. Current categories of publication include
Bible study, transformational living, spiritual formation, and
pastoral leadership. Intermedia has set the standard for pro
fessionalism and excellence, earning the reputation as one
of the fastest growing small press publishers.

For more information, visit www.lifehousepub.com.

Kelley Receives Mitchell Award
Dr. Benji Kelley, lead and founding pastor at newhope

church (Wesleyan) in Durham, N.C., received the Virgil A.
Mitchell Excellence in Pastoral Ministry Award on April 5.
The award was presented during a chapel on the campus of
Southern Wesleyan University in Central, S.C.

Mary Mitchell (pictured with Dr. Kelley) presented the
award, which is named after
her late husband. Dr.

Mitchell was a General

Superintendent Emeritus of
The Wesleyan Church and
served at the university fol
lowing his retirement. The
award is given to "encourage
excellence in ministry, ^
enhance the importance of ^ '
pastoral ministry, to recog- '''
nize service to the Church and support of Southern
Wesleyan University, to emphasize the value of ministerial
training offered at Southern Wesleyan and to exalt the
greatest preacher of them all-the Lord Jesus Christ."

According to Outreach magazine, newhope church is
one of the fastest growing churches in America and meets
on multiple campuses in the Raleigh-Durham area. In
January Dr. Kelley served as master of ceremonies for The
Gathering '11 in Jacksonville, Fla.

125toiie Church Easter Attendance Tops 18,000

"Revel in the Joy of it all," Pastor Kevin
Myers said of the Easter weekend ministries
at 12Stone (Wesleyan) Church. In thirteen
services across the three Atlanta-area cam

puses (Lawrenceville, Hamilton Mill, and
Flowery Branch), 1,139 prayed at the close
of the service: I am a sinner in need of the

pardon Jesus made possible. Have mercy on
me and forgive me. I believe and bow to You as Lord.
I am now a follower of Jesus. In His name, Amen."

The record attendance of 18,877 culminated in the
gospel presentation and responses.

www.wesleyan.org

Rev. Myers, founding pastor of 12Stone
Church referenced the "party" thrown for the
Prodigal Son in Luke 15, saying, "We party
with the 1,139 people who came forward."

"It's a powerful thing to witness people
come to Christ," said the energetic pastor of
North America's fastest growing church. He
also thanked the hundreds of volunteers who

facilitate the church campuses. "From parking teams to
greeters, ushers to redemptive arts, children's ministry to
crisis management, you serve with unequalled passion.
Christ was well worshiped and the Kingdom moved for
ward. Well done, church!"
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OBITUARIES

Beattie, Rev. Kenneth A. (83)
Rev. Kenneth A. Beattie lived in Toledo, Ohio, at the time of

his death. An ordained minister in The Wesleyan Church. Rev.
Beattie pastored churches in Michigan and Ohio for 55 years.
The World War II Navyveteran most recently served at Douglas
Road Wesleyan Church inToledo, Ohio, until his retirement in
2009. Survivors include his wife Jean, two daughters, a son, nine
grandchildren, and seven great-grandchildren.

Borgman. Rev. Morris (82)
Rev. Morris Borgman lived in Thomasviile, Del., at the

time of his death. He pastored Wesleyan churches for more
than 50 years. He was preceded in death his wife, Dorothea,
who died in 1997, and a brother. Rev. Morris and Dorothea
were married 41 years. Survivors include three sons, three
daughters, a brother, two sisters, 20 grandchildren, and 15
great-grandchildren.

Hunsinger Davidson, Rev. Eunice (93)
Rev. Eunice Hunsinger Davidson lived in Miltonvale, Kans., at

the time of her death. An ordained minister in The Wesleyan
Church, Rev. Hunsinger Davidson pastored churches in Kansas
with her husband Albert, who died in 1957. In 1966 she married
Rev. Paul Davidson. One year later, the couple moved to South
Dakota to serve with Wesleyan Indian Missions. She then
served for 22 years at the Bible Methodist Academy in
Miltonville, Kans., and taught Sunday school for many years.
Paul Davidson passed away in 1998. Survivors include three
daughters, one son, a daughter-in-law, two granddaughters, five
great-grandchildren, and two great-great-grandchildren.

Kroma, Matilda Flora (78)
Matilda Kroma, died In Orlando, Fla. Her husband, Rev.

Y. Martin Kroma, former national superintendent for Wesleyan
World Missions (now Global Partners) in Sierra Leone, was
killed during the eleven-year civil war in Sierra Leone. The
Kromas were instrumental in planting Wesleyan churches and
districts in both Sierra Leone and Liberia. She is survived by
thirteen children and several grandchildren.

Longenecker, John Vernon (83)
John Vernon Longenecker lived in Abilene, Kans., at the

time of his death. He was a member of Abilene Wesleyan
Church before it closed in 2008, also serving on the local
board of administration. His son Merle preceded him in death,
as well as four sisters and two brothers. Survivors include his
wife Marilyn, a daughter, two sons, a brother, five sisters, and
five grandchildren.

Lyons, Rev. William "Bill" (82)
Rev. William "Bill" Lyons lived in Bear Lake, Mich., at the

time of his death. Rev. Lyons received training from Owosso
Bible College and was an ordained minister in The Wesleyan
Church. He pastored various churches in Indiana and
Michigan. He is survived by his wife, Ova, daughter, son, two
grandchildren, brother, and numerous nieces and nephews.

McDowell, Rev. Henry Garland (82)
Rev. Henry Garland McDowell lived in High Point, N.C, at

the time of his death. A U.S. Navy veteran of World War II,
he served as pastor at Mt. Olive Wesleyan Church in
Sophia, N.C., for more than 51 years. A son, three sisters,
and two brothers preceded him in death. Survivors include
his wife Dorothy, one daughter, two sons, six grandchildren,
four sisters, and two brothers.
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Dr. Richard "Dick" Wynn

Richard "Dick" R. Wynn, (71) lived in
Leesburg, Fla., at the time of his death
on March 25. He was born in North
Branch, Mich., on Sept. 16, 1939. He
met his wife, Janet, at Owosso College,
and they were married in 1962. Dick
served the ministry of Youth for Christ

for 34 years in several leadership roles, including
president of the national organization and director of
the Asia Pacific area. He was an ordained minister in
The Wesleyan Church, and whilewith Youth for Christ
also served as a founding pastor of Kentwood
Community Church. He faithfully served the ministries
of Emerging Young Leaders (founder), Equip, Crown
Financial Ministries, and Northland Church (Orlando,
FL). Dick is survived by his wife, Janet; daughter,
Rhonda (Kentwood Community Church staff); son,
Jeff; and four grandchildren.

Parker, Rev. Howard (85)
Rev. Howard Parker lived in Ft. Wayne, Ind., at the time

of his death. For 58 years he pastored churches in Kentucky,
Ohio, and Indiana, including several Wesleyan churches.
Rev. Parker also served in the U.S. Navy during World War
II. He is survived by his wife, Marcella, three sons, one
daughter, 10 grandchildren, 18 great-grandchildren, three
brothers, and two sisters.

Shrum, Rev. H. David "H.D." (85)
Rev. H. David Shrum lived in Lincolnton, N.C., at the time of

his death. He pastored churches in North and South Carolina
and served as a general evangelist and interim pastor in The
Wesleyan Church. Rev. Shrum also served in the U.S. Navy
during World War II. Survivors include his wife Frances, four
sons, a daughter, a sister, two brothers, eight grandchildren,
eight great-grandchildren, and one great-great granddaughter.

Thompson Jr., Rev. William A. (67)
Rev. William A. Thompson Jr. lived in Marion, Ind., at the

time of his death. Rev. Thompson was an ordained minister in
The Wesleyan Church and pastored churches in Indiana. He
also taught high school students for a time. He most recently
pastored at Nelson Street Wesleyan Church in Marion, Ind.
Survivors include his wife Millicent, two sons, one daughter,
nine grandchildren, and five sisters.

Verala, Rev. Hector (67)
Rev. Hector Varela lived in Brush, Colo., at the time of his

death. He was an ordained minister in The Wesleyan Church
and served as a missionary on the Pine Ridge Reservation
in South Dakota. He is survived by two daughters, one
grandson, two brothers, and one sister.

Weaver, Rev. Glenn 0. (76)
Rev. Glenn O. Weaver lived in Fillmore, N.Y., at the time

of his death. An ordained minister in The Wesleyan Church,
Rev. Weaver pastored churches in Maryland and North
Carolina. He was a member of Houghton Wesleyan Church.
He is survived by his wife, Blanche, two sons, two daughters,
eight grandchildren, two brothers, and twelve nieces and
nephews.
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Remaining viabi

Ohe first century church was spot on. Withouta
single dollar spent on marketing, word of its

impact sped around the globe. Even its critics were
awed by the church's message and its messengers:

As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue,
and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them
from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that
the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead.

"This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ,"
he said. Some of the Jews were persuaded and
joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of
God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent
women (Acts 17:2-4).

The incident is both an inspiration and a reminder of the
challenges Christ-followers face in every century. Notice
"Some of the Jews were persuaded ... [and] a large num

FALL 2011

ber of God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent
women." The lows and highs of ministry in Thessalonica
were forever captured by the Spirit-anointed writer.

Blockbuster Days
The first days of the church were blockbuster days.

Thousands were saved in one twenty-four hour timeframe.
Miracles melted the hearts of skeptics. There was a spirit of
unequaled unity. Intense prayer sessions burst the doors of
prison cells and sent the disciples throughout the land to
carry out the Great Commission of their Master.

To most, the church was viable—strong and getting
stronger, even during its first crises.

Pollsters were centuries away from websites and online
surveys that put a digital monkey wrench in the ministry
machine. But the challenge was as real then as it is now,
"some .. . were persuaded." Not every citizen of the com
munity saw the viability or vibrancy of the church.



Our message of heart holiness should be obvious in our lifestyle.

The boom years of the 1980s, which saw the notion of
being bom again become popular, have been ail but covered
with the ashes of terrorism and moral failure. And the

prophet's reminder that in the last days the hearts of people
would fail because of fear is a present reality. A recent sur
vey by Pew Research Center revealed that "more than 2.2
billion people—nearly a third (32 percent) of the world's
total population of 6.9 billion—live in countries where
either government restrictions on religion or social hostili
ties involving religion [have risen] substantially."

Add to that the changing zoning laws and fairness poli
cies that seek to limit religious freedoms, and you have a
culture starving for truth without the slightest sense of direc
tion to the One who is the Tmth and the Life.

Born for a Time Like This
This may be The Wesleyan Church's most opportune

moment. Not since its beginning has our message been more
relevant to the culture, namely that people enslaved by their
circumstances can experience freedom and wholeness—and
hope and holiness.

This is the day our founding fathers and mothers
believed God for. That which began in nineteenth-century
Wesleyan camp meetings is now being realized in twenty-
first-century Wesleyan megachurches. Those tiny storefront
rescue missions of the East or rustic country churches of the
South have grown into small or midsized churches that still
reach out to inner cities or small communities with a mes

sage of Great Commandment love.
This is a new and unsettled time in a changing and

unsettled world; but neither our mission nor our message
must be up for bids.

Remaining Viable
What does this vibrant and viable church look like?

Let me ask the question in another way: What must The
Wesleyan Church look like? How do we continue to make
a solid impact on such an unsettled culture?

1. We Must Be Spiritually Accountable. We are a holiness
church. Our message of heart holiness should be obvious in
our lifestyle. Our unsettled world needs to see solid belief
lived out in authentic Christianity. Paul said, "Follow me as
I follow Christ." We have to understand that our world

needs more Christian activists than critics. "Do as I say"
will never substitute for "Do as I do." We cannot preach the
reality of Jesus Christ without practicing His reality in our
lives—hour by hour, day by day, whether in the classroom,
on the job, or at home.

Holy living demands holy hearts. A heart filled with the
love of Jesus has no room for divisive or defensive behav

ior. Acts 13:52, "And the disciples were filled with joy and
with the Holy Spirit."

2. We Must Be Ethnically Diverse. Wesleyans must delib
erately pray for and strategize ways to reach all people
groups. North America continues to grow more ethnically
diverse. We are now a church with Asian, Hispanic,

www.wesleyan.org

Buimese, Vietnamese, African, Tongan, Haitian, French,
Native, and Latino congregations. Increasingly, we are real
izing that the international population is now a part of our
North American fabric.

We used to sing a Sunday school chorus that said, "Red
and yellow, black and white, all are precious in His sight;
Jesus loves the little children of the world." Now a wonder

ful reality has been added to our song. Our calling is not
only to provide ministries to ethnic populations; our calling
is also to social reconciliation and personal examination of
any prejudices that will stand in the way of our unity. Even
the flavor of our new song will mean acceptance of diverse
worship styles, innovative programming, inclusive media
communications, and culture-specific methodology.

3. We Must Give Urgent Attention to Urban Populations
Centers. Studies show that 70,000,000 people move to
urban areas every year. From the Spirit's anointing at
Pentecost, believers launched out beyond Jerusalem, to
Judea, and Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the world,
proclaiming the gospel with boldness.

Where are our new mission fields? Not just overseas—
though that mustalways be on our minds. Our new mission
fields are in urban centers near you. In the United States
alone, the unchurched population is the largest mission field
in the English speaking world and the fourth largestglobally.

The Wesleyan Church must target its outreach to the
cities of North America.

4. We Must Strengthen the Local Church. The first-century
church was healthy and bold. Its outreach was inextricably
linked to its discipleship efforts. Consequently, new
churches grew from those efforts. According to Natural
Church Development theory, healthy and bold churches
have eight essential qualities—

• Empowering leadership
• Gift-based ministry
• Passionate spirituality
• Effective structures

• Inspiring worship
• Holistic small groups
• Need-oriented evangelism
• Loving relationships

There is a need for 100,000 new churches to reach this
generation. Church planting is and should always be a part
of the Wesleyan DNA.

But we must always notice that the key to the first-century
church's viability was linked to its power in prayer: "After
they prayed" God moved among them and anointed them to
bring peace to the unsettled hearts of those around them.

May the Lord help The Wesleyan Church to be a Spirit-
filled, vibrant, and viable Church, speaking the Word of God
with boldness. •

Thomas E. Anniger isformer General Superintendent of The Wesleyan
Church, Indianapolis, Ind.
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We have adream of achurch that sees
human beings not based upon the level of

that person's income or education but
based upon their value in the eyes of God . ..

A church that is unashamedly committed to Christ and
because of that commitment is radically dedicated to lov
ing all kinds of people with all kinds of issues in all kinds
of ways...

A church that is not consumed by petty deliberations
about the color of the sanctuary carpet because she is too
consumed by the mission of love Christ has called us to
live ...

A church that sees overwhelming needs in our commu
nity and world and instead of tuming away in fear and
defeat runs right toward the needs by feeding the hungry,
clothing the naked, housing the homeless, and caring for
the sick, the addicted, and the depressed ...

A church that helps seekers become servants of Christ,
a church that is led not by perfect people but by people
perfectly submitted to the Holy Spirit and guided by the
Holy Book . . .

We have a dream of a church that is not content to sim

ply share a pew together but is open to share life together,
a church full of people who refuse to hold grudges because

FALL 2011
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Afewyearsago, when Iwas serving as the lead pastor of a local church, I
experienced a strange compulsion. Thiscompulsion surfaced just after the
celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day. Ihave a deep appreciation foi
the power and profundity of his "I Have a Dream" speech. Influenced by
hiswords, Iwrote out a dream for the local church Iwas leading at the
time and called it "Our Dream Church."

they're too quick to forgive, who refuse to gossip because
they're too busy extending grace, who refuse to judge
because they're too busy loving ...

A church where people can worship by clapping their
hands, stomping their feet, and raising their hands or being
still, bowing their heads, and closing their mouths, a
church that sees true religious devotion not as mere ritual
but as love for the orphan and the widow, the successful
and the struggling, the friend and the enemy ...

A church who measures the level of their success not by
how many people show up on Sunday but by how many
people are living out Christ's mission on Monday ...

We have a dream of a church that refuses to put limits
on what God can do because she has the fearless, reckless

audacity to believe that God has the power to do absolutely
anything! •

—Lenny Luchetti is assistani professor ofproclamation and Christian
ministries at Wesley Seminary on the campus ofIndiana Wesleyan
University. Marion, Ind.



Open to How the Holy Spirit Moves
"There Is a cacophony of voices shouting In our day ...
dll claiming to have some type of answer to the pain of

the world. At the same time we see God pouring out His

Spirit in unusual ways throughout The Wesleyan Church.

I am seeing hunger at the grassroots, as well as in leaders,

who desire to literally experience an awakening in this

time. What it will look like we don't know; but we are

open to how the Holy Spirit moves."

—Dr. Jo Anne Lyon in the Board of
General Superintendents 2010 State of the Church

"As Is often true, the annals of history are

not written in headlines, but in the everyday

deeds of ordinary people."
—Norman G. Wilson

The neglect of prayer is a
grand hindrance to holiness."

—John Wesjey
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,.. more than 100,000 congregations
place their trust in us.
Let's face it... insurance isbasically a matter of trust: youtrusting a company like ours to be there for you
when you need us.To pay claims fast and fairly. To understand how uniqueyour religious organization
truly is.

Church Mutual insures more than twice as many congregations as any other insurer. And every year, we
come to the aid of more congregations. Our experience and dedication to the religious communityare
simply unparalleled.

For a detailed on-site riskanalysis of your facilities and activities (a value-added
service we offer at no charge) and premium quotation, or for a closer look at
whymore than 100,000 religiousorganizations trust Church Mutual, simply
call 800-554-2642or go to www.churchmutual.com/onsite.

Church Mitlual is recommended by the Wesleyan Churches
Board of General Superintendents.

Church
Mutuali
INSURANCE COMPANV

Listening.l Learning.1Leading?

www.wesleyan.org

Listening. Learning. Leading, isa registered trademark olChurch Mirtual Insurance Company ©2010 Church Mutual Insurance Company
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o s a general rule, bikers don't care much for motorcyclists.
As an avid motorcyclist for 20 years, I can explain the

difference. Motorcyclists ride a wide variety of brands and
styles of motorcycles—anything from touring bikes to sport
bikes, Harley-Davidson or Honda, Suzuki or BMW. We ride for
sport, leisure, or transportation, but motorcycling does not define
our lifestyle.

A biker, on the other hand, is someone devoted to the motor
cycle subculture—the biker lifestyle.

Two Different Cultures
My motorcycle is a 2005 Suzuki C90. To me, it's big and it's bad.

It cost much less than a comparable sized Harley-Davidson, and it
will go as fast, if not faster. Of course, when I hit the road with my
friends who ride Harleys, I usually ask them to let me start my bike
fust so 1can hear it running. I'm pretty sure it is a requirementfor
bikers to own and ride Harley cruisers, tourers or choppers—andthey
are loud.

Most motorcyclists are fair weather riders. I admit the older I
get the more "fair weather" I become. Bikers, however, ride in all
weather. I know bikers who have ridden in snow storms. Most

motorcyclists will wave to one another on the road as a sign of
camaraderie. I wave at anybody who rides a bike—even people
on scooters. Bikers? Not so much.

I know motorcyclists who ride in shorts and flip flops. No true
biker would be seen in that attire. Bikers favor leather jackets and
boots, and they like to look tough.

Bikers also adopt nicknames with a menacing sound, like
Physco, (met him), Mountain, (him too). Snake, and Bucket,
(I kid you not).

Friendship Made in Heaven
Luke "Cool Hand" Withers (pictured left) was a quintessential

biker. For many years. Cool Hand (his biker name) was a hard
core biker. He died suddenly while at his place of employment
on July 15. The medical examiner cited a heart attack as the
cause of death. Luke and I were good friends in spite of the fact
that he was a biker and I am a motorcyclist.
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The Lord God put our lives together in October of 2010 when
I conducted the funeral of another biker, whom everyone knew as
"Pop." The local funeral director called me saying that Pop's
family was looking for a minister to officiate his services. I have
always believed my calling is to a community and not Just to a
church, so I willingly offered my services. Luke and his fiancee,
Angelina, attended the service and the Holy Spirit spoke to them.

Not long after, we held a Trunk-or-Treat outreach in the parking
lot of our church, and there was Angelina! She had offered to help us
give out food. She worked alongsideour other volunteersas several
hundred people came through. It was a busy night, but 1did manage
to talk with her for 10 or 15 minutes. That next Sunday morning,
Angelina was in worship service and made the decision to trust Jesus
Christ to forgive her sins and adopt her into God's family. Angelina
was bom again! The very next Sunday, she was back in church with
Luke in tow. Needless to .say, he sort of stuck out in our crowd!

Even if we had wanted to, we didn't have time to tailor our serv
ice to appeal to a biker. We just had church, but something musthave
struck a chord with Luke because he came back the next Sunday.

Frankly, he and I hit it off right away. We were the same age,
we both posessed the gift of gab, and we had several childhood
experiences in common. He was very intelligent and witty, and
he could make me laugh. I don't now what there was about me
that he liked so well, but we both came to love the other.

A Decision for Jesus
Just a few Sundays after I met Luke came a day I will never

forget—the Sunday "Cool Hand" Withers came to Christ. As I
do at the end ofall my sermons, I issued an invitation for people
to come forward to give themselves to the Lord. Luke stepped
out into the aisle and made his way to the altar rail. There some
brothers prayed with him as I concluded the service. Afterward,

1 made my way to the foyer to greet people, and Luke
made a beeline to me. His eyes were misty. He placed his
hands on my shoulders and told me he had just given his
heart to Christ. He then hugged me! Who but Jesus can bring

a biker to his knees? Who but Jesus could make a biker find a

motorcyclist and hug him? Who but Jesus could make them
brothers?

A Friend of a Friend
Not long after that Sunday, I was working in my office when

my cell phone rang and Luke Withers showed up on my screen.
He had called to ask a favor. He told me about "Woose," (yes,
another biker). He was Luke's friend and, sadly, he was dying of



Biker

As a general rule,

bikers don't care much

for motorcyclists.

cancer. Luke said, "Ken, 1 told Woose about Christ changing my
life. I told him I was clean and I was ready to die because I had
Him in my life. I told him I wanted him to be ready to die so he
needed to be bom again like I was. He says he wants to. I just
don't know how to explain it all. I don't want to mess this up,
what if he asks me something I don't know the answer to. Would
you go with me to talk to him?"

I dropped everything, picked up Luke, and went to the hos
pice center about a half hour away. Luke introduced me, and I
had the honor of explaining to this dying biker how he could
know Jesus as his Savior. Woose prayed to accept God's gift of
eternal life and two weeks later went to be with Jesus in

heaven—all because God found a way to put a motorcyclist and a
biker together in the same room with a lost, dying man.

Growing Friendship
The town of Laurel, Delaware, has a large celebration on the

Fourth of July. Luke and Angelina attended along with several
others from our church. Our church engaged in street evangelism
and other ministries. In the course of the day, 1 spent some time
hanging with my biker friend. Angelina snapped a picture of the
two of us. I laughed the next day when I found it on Facebook

www.wesleyan.org

with a post from Luke that read "I need to watch the company
I keep." That was pure Luke.

Soon after, Angelina came into my office with a gift. Sadly,
I was not in at the time. I found it sitting on my desk. It was that
picture in a frame. It will be one of my most highly prized pro
cessions for the rest of my life. I called Angelina and told her so.

Deep Grief
Angelina is crushed, swimming in a sea of grief and questions.

She is a new Christian and she is trying to come to terms with a
staggering loss. Even seasoned Christians struggle with the
weight of such loss. My wife and I are trying to help her, as are
many others. Our words are little help. We are praying—and
watching.

I have missed Luke every day since he died, yet I celebrate
over one thing. My biker friend was a blood washed, bom again
Christian. God willing, 1 will see the ornery rascal again and once
again, a motorcyclist and a biker will hang out. •

—Ken Deusa is a Wesleyan pastor in Laurel, DE
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MILESTONE ANNIVERSARY FOR

Women
in Ministry

rH 1

From left: Misti Rothfuss, Joy Rothfuss, Rutila Cruz, Tamiko Bourland,
Rev. Brenda Wahl (partly hidden), Rev. Diane Schlegel, Dr. JoAnne Lyon,
Cheryl Denning, (partly hidden), Linda Emig, Rev, Deb Kluttz, Marcella Hamel
(partly hidden). Rev. Jessica Swisher, and Rev. Barb Bennett.
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Ohe Kansas District of The Wesleyan Church
celebrated the 150th anniversary of the

ordination of Rev. Mary Will, the first
woman to be ordained in The Wesleyan Church.
The Center for Women in Ministry (CWM) hosted
the celebration at the July 22 annual conference of
the Kansas District, held at Central Christian

College in McPherson, Kans. Rev. Will was
ordained in 1861.

Leading the Way
The Wesleyan Church has led the way in

affirming the role of women in ministry. One of
her historic founders, the Reverend Luther Lee,

preached the seimon for the ordination of
Antoinette Brown, the first woman to be fully
ordained in the United States.

Across the intervening 150 years since Mary Will's
ordination, a host of women called by God have
served in the ministries of the church. Today
ordained women serve in ministerial leadership as
pastors, staff ministers, church planters, missionaries,
professors in the religion divisions of our colleges
and universities, administrators, and even in the

Church's highest office, as General Superintendent
of The Wesleyan Church.

Currently Serving
In the Kansas District, there are eight ordained

women currently .serving in ministry leadership,
three who are retired and ordained, five licensed

ministers, and nine ministerial students. Many of
the women gathered together at the celebration
table at the conference. •

—Pamela Downing, Wesleyan Information Network (WIN).

Portions of this article wereexcerptedfrom "Celebrating 150
Years ofWomen in Ministry in The Wesleyan Church," courtesy
of the Centerfor Women in Ministry



El Renuevo Camp Renews
Olanners had three goals

in mind when creating
the first-ever Regional

Hispanic Camp, held on the cam
pus of Oklahoma Wesleyan
University in Bartlesville, Okla.,
July 15-17. El Renuevo is

Spanish for renew, and the camps
three goals were: renewal, relax
ation, and relationship.

Nearly 300 Hispanic
Wesleyan pastors and members enjoyed the worship,
fellowship, and training led by Rev. Alfredo Barreno, the
director of Hispanic ministries for The Wesleyan Church.
Rev. Luis Martinez (pictured), an evangelist and long-
term Wesleyan missionary to Guatemala, was the featured

Complete Resource Package:
(contains: digital copies of Connecting to
Each Other and Connecting Through Serving
and Giving, one copy of the John Bible Study,
DVD Bible Study on Mark, other resources)

Also Available—

Printed books?-

Connecting to Each 0th
Connecting Through Servin
Movie Nights
John Bible Study

DVD Bible Study on Mark

dGi^ng

The resources that you need for an exciting
Women's Ministry in your church. For more
information contact:

„ Wesleyan Women - ~
317.774.7974 • ww@we$leyan.Qrg • wesleyan.org/'

$20

speaker for the historic
camp.

Twenty adults and 18
children placed their faith
in Christ during El
Renuevo. Barreno says that
based on the response from
the participants, the camp's
three goals were accom

plished. He also said he
hopes the camp will soon

become a national event.

Hispanic churches from three Wesleyan districts were

represented: Kansas, Texas-Louisiana, and Tri-State (which

includes Arkansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma). A spirit of
unity was obvious among the attendees. Workers on the

campus of OKWU said the fellowship among those in
attendance was "as if they were one."

Twenty adults and 18 children

placed their faith in Christ

during El Renuevo.

Times of relaxation and interaction in the campus

gym, cafeteria, and coffee shop were interludes between
the rallies and workshops led by Rev. Barreno, Rev.
Angel Valerio, and Rev. Rodolfo Piedra.

"This is an event that many of our pastors and
people prayed about," says Rev. Barreno, whose

vision is to bring together all Wesleyan Hispanic
churches and leaders, "to create a sense of unity
among our people, so we can train each other."

"We didn't Just want to fill people's heads with
knowledge but wanted to accomplish the three "R's"
of renew, relax, and relationship," he says.

Plans for added regional family Hispanic camps
are in the works. The interim director of the

Department of Evangelism and Church Growth,
which oversees Hispanic ministries, is General
Superintendent Dr. Jerry G. Pence. •

—Tricia Allen. We.Kleyan Information Network (WIN)
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he sky was blue and the campus peaceful on
July 31 at Central Wesleyan Church in Holland,

^ Mich. The day had arrived to celebrate commit
ments to Christ for both new and seasoned believers.

A Day for Celebration
On that summer day, friends and family members from

the West Michigan District church watched 206 people
experience baptism in the church's campus ponds.
Approximately 1,500 church attendees perched on rolling
hills surrounding the ponds, applauding and cheering as
each believer was baptized.

A Clear Challenge
Each summer. Central Wesleyan hosts a baptism evening.

Several similar indoor services are conducted throughout the
year. In past years, .some 60-70 individuals have been bap
tized at those services. Dr. Paul Hontz, lead pastor, says he
gave a specific challenge during a sermon about six weeks
prior to this year's outdoor service. Tlie church staff set up
six baptismal stations within the three ponds.
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"I specifically spoke about baptism and issued a
challenge to folks and asked, 'Why would you not be
baptized?"' Pastor Hontz says. "When you consider what
Jesus did for us, and the fact that it's a command, why
would you not take that step of obedience?" The message
struck a chord.

An Overwhelming Response
At service end, black t-shirts were offered, proclaiming

"washed" on the shirt front and "not ashamed" on the

back. Those interested in baptism were encouraged to
select a shirt and meet with church leaders after the serv

ice to learn more.

"We had an overwhelming response and had to order
more shirts," says. Dr. Hontz, who has served as Central's
lead pastor since 1977. "Each Sunday afterward, we com
mented on baptism and added to the number."

Now Free

On the morning of the baptism, a constructed simula
tion of a jail cell door sat on the church's platform. Those



who were scheduled to be baptized later that day wore their black
t-shirts and walked through the cell door and stopped near the altar.
The large group faced the congregation where they were met with
affirming applause. Even after that service, approximately 10 indi
viduals made a decision to be baptized that night.

Dr. Hontz gave a short devotional followed by prayer. Baptisms
then followed. As folks were lifted from the water, cheers and
applause could be heard sporadically around the six baptism sta
tions on the ponds. The church hosted a special picnic after the
baptism completion.

Cheers and applause
could be heard around the

six baptism stations."

"It was a very, very exciting, worshipful, and celebratory event,"
says Dr. Hontz. "It was fun as people cheered for one baptism after
another with noise scattered around the pond."

Over the past 34 years. Dr. Hontz has seen continual growth In the
church through people committing themselves to be Christ-followers.
The average moming attendance has grown from 380 to 3,000. •

—Tricia Allen. Wesleyan Information Network (WIN)

Millennials refuse to sit on the

sidelines. They want to be part of
the action, or they'll be gone. A
church without opportunities for
the next generation is boring at
best and disobedient at worst.

—Sam S. Rainer HI, president of Ratner Research,
Leadership Journal, Summer 2011

. J
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WESLEYAN LEADERS ATTEND

South Africa Conference

delegation of Wesleyans represented The

Wesleyan Church at the World Methodist

Council and World Methodist Conference in

Durban, South Africa, August 1-8. The theme of the

conference was "Jesus Christ—for the Healing of
the Nations."

Among the 2,000

delegates—which repre

sented every continent—

were Dr. Jo Anne Lyon,

General Superintendent;

Dr. Richard Waugh,

National Superintendent

of New Zealand;

Dr. Lindsey Cameron,

National Superintendent

of Australia; Dr. H. C.

Wilson, General Director

of Global Partners;

Dr. David Wright, provost at Indiana Wesleyan

University; and Dr. Bridget Aitchison, vice president
and dean for the College of Adult and Professional

Studies at Indiana Wesleyan University.

Founded in 1881, The World Methodist Council is an

association of over 70 denominations in the Methodist-

Wesleyan tradition. Its mission includes "encouraging
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evangelism, promoting Christian education, praying for

and supporting the needs of persecuted Christians, and

encouraging ministries of justice and peace." The

purpose of the 20th world gathering is to provide its

delegates with "inspiration, a common witness to Jesus

Christ, fellowship, accountability, and to speak as the

voice of the Methodist/

Wesleyan family around

the world."

Along with The

Wesleyan Church, affili

ate denominations of the

conference included the

Church of the Nazarene

and the Free Methodist

Church. Dr. Earle

Wilson, General

Superintendent emeritus

of The Wesleyan

Church, served on the Presidium of the historic organi

zation. Dr. Lyon expressed gratitude for his years of

service on that executive cabinet and for his years on

The World Methodist Council, saying, "Dr. Wilson has

brought good will to The Wesleyan Church." •

—Wesleyan Information Netv>'ork (WIN)



WESLEYAN PASTOR HAS A

Heart for Muslims
"Make friends first... that is the key.'

astor Germain Coulibaly's heart for Muslims
^ continues to grow. Perhaps that is because he

grew up in West Africa and has traveled the world
since, interacting with and communicating his faith to the
religion's followers.

Conversion and Call
An ordained pastor in The Wesleyan Church, Pastor

Germain first heard about Jesus when his mother took him

to church as a child in his native Africa. For years she
repeated Bible stories to him, and at the age of 14 one story
touched him so deeply that he placed his faith in Christ.

Three years later he felt called to ministry. His conver
sion and call led him to attend a Bible school in France for

the next three years. Upon completion of both Bible and
pastor's training, he started his first church in the country
of Germany. Later, he moved to tiie United States and his
path crossed with The Wesleyan Church, when he held a
Bible study for a Haitian Wesleyan church.

Clergy Move Center*
^ Found Only atStevens VeVan Unes

Recommenled byThe Wesleyan Cburdt

loprovide moving senicesloemployees ol
chumhes. schools- andmember organaations.

Let us apply our industry knowledge, and joy In serving,
to expertly coordinate your next relocation.

Cell the Clergy Move Center Team:
Sunny Sommer. Jean Wamemuende ^

Of Vicki Biefletn

800.248.8313
wvKw.steveneworktviiKle coiiVweeleyan srevens

Wesleyan Ministry
Now he serves as pastor of Crossroads Wesleyan

Church, a Penn-Jersey District church plant in
Philadelphia. Pastor Germain's fluency in seven African
dialects, plus French and German, give him added ability
to talk about Jesus with various people groups.

Germain is founder and director of Worldwide

Christian Support, an organization that ministers to the
persecuted church worldwide. In addition to an interces
sory prayer ministry, the organization gives funds to
assist in educating children whose families have endured

persecution because of their faith. A ministry to
Burmese Christians in Philadelphia has been added to
his already-full schedule.

A Heart for the World

Crossroads Wesleyan is a reflection of Pastor
Germain's heart: a congregation that consists of mul
tiple cultures and ethnicities. No matter where he is
in the world. Pastor Germain talks about his faith in
Jesus Christ. Recently, he preached a revival in
Paris, France, where an Algerian woman placed her
faith in Christ. On the same trip, he met the mayor
of a town in France who said he didn't believe in

God. After talking with Pastor Germain, the mayor
soon began a conversation about spiritual matters.

No matter how the opportunity presents itself, the
husband and father of two always wants to minister to
Muslims. He urges Christians to befriend Muslims
and offers suggestions on how to communicate the
gospel in love.

"Make friends first," Pastor Germain says. "That
is the key. They [Muslims] love honesty, purity, and
sincerity."

Germain and his wife, Shirly, are the parents of
two children: Ella, age 8; and Cayla, age 6. •

—Tricia Allen. Wesleyan Information Network (WIN)
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WESLEYAN FINALIST IN

family ministry and worship
leader from Kentwood

Community Church (Wesleyan), in
Kentwood, Mich., was a finalist on

the Black Entertainment Television

(BET) network show Sunday Best.
Chase Stancle describes the singing
competition show as "the Gospel
American Idol."

A Trip to LA
Stancle is excited to have been

involved with the fourth season of

Sunday Best because he has always
been a fan of gospel music. He said

his appearance on the show would
not have been possible without the

help of his church family. He said it
was a team effort even to make it to

the auditions in Los Angeles. The
bass player in Kentwood's worship
team purchased a plane ticket as a

gift. A few days after the ticket had
been purchased, free childcare was
offered for the Stancles' two chil

dren so that Chase could travel to

Los Anseles.

Auditions

Stancle spent a 16-hour day in
LA's West Angeles Cathedral pray
ing and waiting in line with the
other contestants through the first
round audition process. After his
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GOSPEL MUSIC

COMPETITION

first audition, Stancle was chosen to

perform for the celebrity judges,
which included popular Christian

artists Mary Mary (Erica Campbell
and Tina Campbell) and Donnie
McClurkin. He received a unani

mous "yes" and went on to be a part
of the top twenty finalists.

"I had great interaction with the

judges that first round; we laughed
and had fun. I was excited to wor

ship with them," says Stancle, who
said he also enjoyed interacting with
Sunday Best host, Kirk Franklin.
The second round of the auditions

took the top 20 contestants to
Atlanta, Georgia. After the perform
ances, 10 contestants were

eliminated, and, unfortunately
Stancle was one of them. "There

were so many great singers in the

competition," he says.

Back Home

At home Stancle serves at

Kentwood Community Church in
the family ministry department and
leads worship every other weekend.
He is passionate about KCC's
vision "to be a diverse community
where people experience authentic
relationships and find hope and
freedom in Jesus Christ through our
unconditional love, selfless serving.

and the passionate cultivation of life
change."

He auditioned for the national

TV show in addition to his ministry

in the local church because he

wanted to make himself available

for God to be used in a new way. He
says, "God is using this experience
to expose different forms of worship
to the people I encounter, and in my
personal mini.stry it is reviving an
excitement for music in me—to

write and to produce."

Recording Plans
Since appearing on the show,

Stancle has had various invitations

to sing and has the possibility of
releasing his first album. His pas
sionate love for the Lord is evident

in the way he speaks about his min
i.stry. He remains open to God's
leading in his life. "God is creative;
I never want to put God in a box."
says Stancle who is pursuing a
degree in biblical studies at Indiana
Wesleyan University.

Stancle resides in the Grand

Rapids area with his wife, Christine,
and their children: Chase Jr. (CJ), 4;

and Olivia, 2. The couple expects a
third child in October. •

—Pamela Downing,
Wesleyan Information Network (WIN)



Houghton
COLLEGE

WoolseyLectures in
Theology and Culture

1.

What is World Christianity
and Why Does it Matter?

Chapel — 11:30 a.m. -12:10 p.m.

World Christianity Today: Trends,
Challenges, and Opportunities

Lecture — 7:30 p.m.
(followed by reception, CFA Atrium)

Lecturesare open to the public,and free of charge.

Funded by the Margaret Hayes Randall

Endowment and friends of Houghton College.

Sponsored by Houghton College Departments of
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Canadians Host First FLAME Event

Canadian Wesleyans hosted
the first FLAME event in Canada

on June 20-24 in Brockville, Ont.
FLAME (Fellowship of Leaders
Acquiring Ministerial Education) is
the adult education initiative of

The Wesleyan Church Department
of Education and the Ministry.

Focus on Ordination Training
A group of 45 students, staff,

and faculty met at Centennial
Road Church (Wesleyan) for the
five-day event. Dr. David Smith,
dean of Bethany Bible College in
Sussex, N.B., and Rev. Tim Guptil,
pastor of Crosspointe Church
(Wesleyan) in Fredericton, N.B.,
led classes on Bible study and
community outreach. FLAME is an
intensive, weeklong conference for
students 28 years of age and older
who are working toward ordination,
lay ministry, commissioned min
istry, or special worker ministry.

Dr. Eric Hallett, pastor of the host
church; Rev. Aaron Perry, assis
tant pastor at the host church;
and Dr. Phil Bence of Nampa, Ida.,
who is an adjunct and online
instructor at Wesley Seminary at
Indiana Wesleyan University.

Participants gathered from ten
American states and two

Canadian provinces. FLAME
alumnus Dan Wallis and Bethany
Bible College intern Brock
Macdonald led worship.

Special participants and speak
ers during the week included Rev.
Don Hodgins, superintendent of
the Central Canada District; Rev.

Lawrence Croswell, assistant

superintendent of the Central
Canada District; and Dr. Peter

Rigby, chairperson of the Central
Canada District Board of

Ministerial Development.

FLAME is an Intensive series of classes in

preparation for ordination.

Simultaneous ReKindle Event

The June event also included

two ReKindle classes. ReKindle is

a series of seminars designed to
strengthen leadership, enhance
ministry skills and knowledge,
and build spiritual renewal into
ordained ministers and key lay
leaders in local church ministry.
Featured professors in the
Centennial Road classes were

A Great Opportunity
Dr. Kerry Kind, general director

of the Department of Education
and the Ministry, says the events
offer "a great opportunity to com
plete classes towards ordination
as well as meet other students in

ministry from around the United
States and Canada."

—Reported by Rev. Wayne Richards,
director of ministerial preparation,

The Wesleyan Church, Indianapolis, Ind.
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General Superintendent Armiger Chosen as

New CEO of
World Hope

International

On Monday, September 19, 2011, the
Executive Board of The Wesleyan Church

received and accepted the resignation of Dr. Thomas E.
Armiger as General Superintendentof The Wesleyan
Church. Dr. Armiger's decision came after being
invited by the Board of Directors of World Hope
International (WHI) to become that organization's new
chief executive officer, following the recent resignation
of Dr. Karl Eastlack, who was WHI's president and
CEO for the past two years. WHI is a Christian relief
and development organization working with vulnerable
and exploited communities to alleviate poverty, suffer
ing, and injustice.

Dr. Jo Anne Lyon, chair of the Board of General
Superintendents, and General Superintendent Dr. Jerry
Pence both expressed regret about Dr. Armiger's resig
nation, while affirming his new role. Dr. Lyon stated,
"Tom's passion and commitment to the Church
throughout the world is unequaled. It is with joy that
we look towards this new phase of his leadership." Dr.
Pence said, "The Wesleyan Church has been blessed
by Tom's faithful, fruitful years of denominational
leadership. His wisdom and experience will bless
World Hope International and fuel the fires of our
shared vision for spreading hope and holiness."

Dr. Armiger has been one of three members of the
Board of General Superintendents of The Wesleyan
Church since 1997. A graduate of Indiana Wesleyan
University and Nazarene Theological Seminary, he
was ordained in 1979, later completing his doctor of
ministry degree at Fuller Theological Seminary. His
career has included service as a local church pastor,
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as a denominational executive in the General

Department of Student Ministries, and as superintend
ent of the Virginia (now Shenandoah) District of The
Wesleyan Church. His resignation as General
Superintendent became effective September 30.

Following acceptance ofhis resignation, the
Executive Board approved reassignment of Dr.
Armiger's administrative duties to the remaining mem
bers of the Board of General Superintendents. Dr. Lyon
will assume responsibility for supervision of the eleven
districts and district superintendents in the Eastem Area
(including Atlantic, Central Canada, Central New York,
Chesapeake, Eastem New York-New England, North
Carolina East, North Carolina West, Penn-Jersey,
Shenandoah, Westem New York, and Western

Pennsylvania), as well as corporate oversight of The
Wesleyan Church of Canada. Dr. Pence will assume
responsibility for.supervising all Wesleyan world
headquarters' internal operations previously assigned
to Dr. Armiger.

Dr. Armiger brings a wealth of prior knowledge
and passion for World Hope International to his new
role, having served for seven years previously as
chair of its Board of Directors. "We are very pleased
and excited at the depth of knowledge and experience
Dr. Thomas Armiger will bring to World Hope
International," says Dr. Evvy Hay Campbell, WHI
Board of Directors chair. "He brings a great under
standing of the needs of developing countries and a
heart for World Hope Intemational's global mission.
Though we are saddened by the resignation of Dr.
Eastlack and express our best wishes for his future
service to Christ, we are confident in our subsequent
decision of appointing Dr. Armiger as CEO." •



Oragically, three police officers
were shot suddenly and with

out provocation by a Native
American male on August 2, 2011,
in the quiet, midwestem city of
Rapid City, SD. Two officers were
fatally wounded. The third survived
with significant injuries to his face,
jaw, and chest. This shooting hap
pened just four blocks from our
church (He Sapa New Life Wesleyan
Church in Rapid City, SD) and we
heard the gunfire as we were work
ing outside the ministry buildings.

The gunshots ripped open the
ugly wounds of racism that had his
torically gripped our city. In most
cities, the fact that the shooter was a

minority would not be the center of
the news. Here, it was.

Fear gripped the hearts of the non-
Natives, as they became afraid for
their safety. For the Native people,
tremendous fear of retaliation over

came them instantly as they recalled
other tragic events at the hands of the
non-Native population: the Wounded
Knee Massacre and the unsolved

mysterious deaths of numerous home
less Natives that had occurred over a

long period ten years prior. Both sides
prepared for violence and retaliation.
Nerves were raw as angry, vicious
words were thrown back and forth via

websites, Facebook, and editorials.
Christians earnestly prayed that the
critically wounded second officer
would not die from his wounds.

www.wesleyan.org

Over 100 Gather
to Pray for

Peaee and
Reconciliation

LARRY AND DALE SALWAY

Our ministry at He Sapa New Life
and our sister church. Crossroads

Wesleyan in Rapid City, met to seek
a positive approach to address the
racial issues and pain of our commu
nity. A joint prayer vigil was
scheduled for the following Sunday
evening-to be held outside at He
Sapa New Life. Little did we realize
this would be a critical time as the

second officer passed away from his
fatal wounds just 45 minutes prior to
our scheduled prayer vigil.

Pastors Dan Menefee (Crossroads
Wesleyan) and Larry Salway (A
Lakota minister and pastor of He
Sapa New Life) led in prayer and
pleas for reconciliation. Mayor Sam
Kooiker and Lila Mehlhaff (CEO of
Native Legacy Media and member of
He Sapa New Life) also led in
prayer. Mayor Kooiker was over
come with emotion, having spent
countless hours at the bedsides of the

officers, while comforting their fami
lies and fellow officers-and then just
having witnessed the death of the
second officer.

At least 110 people, largely non-
Native, attended the prayer vigil.
Hearts were raw with emotion as

they earnestly sought God's help to
heal and reconcile with each other

and to have peace restored. Candles
of unity were lit, begun by Pastor
Dan and spread from person to per
son. Both Native and non-Natives

sang "Bind Us Together, Lord, Bind

Us Together in Love" in unison.
Hearts were melted together as the
flames ignited one candle after
another. Hands were laid on the four

police officers who were present,
seeking God's protection and healing
of their broken hearts and spirits.

Reports from the Native commu
nity showed that most were afraid to
attend the prayer vigil for fear of
retaliation. However, many walked
slowly by the street so they could
hear the prayers for peace, unity, and
reconciliation.

Violence and retaliation were

averted. Calmness has retumed to the

city. A few have continued to spread
words of hate and malice, but they
have been overpowered by the
majority who prayed and sought
peace and reconciliation. We con
tinue to pray for healing of the deep
wounds of racism and that the walls

will continue to fall that separate us
from each other and the love of

Christ.

At this time. Crossroads Wesleyan
and He Sapa New Life are planning
a follow-up event to continue the
process of racial reconciliation in
Rapid City. May it begin with the
Wesleyan Natives and non-Natives
in the city. •

—Revs. Larry and Dale Salway are
co-pastors of He Sapa New Life Wesleyan
Church in Rapid City,SD.
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NEWS

Second-Career, Second-Generation
Wesieyan Leader

Rev. Wesley Smith is the nevi/ district superin
tendent of the Colorado-Nebraska (CONE) District
of The Wesieyan Church. Smith, 39, previously
served as senior pastor of Dakota District's New
Life Wesieyan Church in Gillette, Wyo.

Retiring District Superintendent
Rev. Smith was elected during the CONE District annual

conference on July 6 held at Harvest Christian Fellowship
Church (Wesieyan) in North Platte, Neb. This followed the
retirement of Rev. Phil Harris, who had served as a Wesieyan
minister for 44 years, including 19 as district superintendent.
The district reported a 40 percent increase in conversions and
a 10 percent increase in baptisms over last year.

Presiding General Superintendent Dr. Jo Anne Lyon said of
the conference and election, "There was a wonderful spirit of
celebration for what God has done in the past and great
expectancy for the future."

Second Generation Leadership
Ministry is a second career for Smith. He attended

Oklahoma Wesieyan University, where he played basketball.
He later transferred to the University of Wyoming and earned
a degree in business marketing. Following graduation he
established a marketing company, which included consulting
and hosting business seminars.

Smith is also a second-generation Wesieyan leader. His
father. Rev. Isaac Smith, is district superintendent of the
Dakota District. The eider Smith said Wes's marketing back
ground has been a great help to the district. Isaac Smith has
three sons, two of whom are in pastoral ministry and another
Is involved in lay ministry. His son, Levi, is pastor of
Anchorage Wesieyan Church in Anchorage, Alaska—and was
assisted in its ministry by his brother Joshua.

Turnaround Guru

Known in the Dakota District as its "turnaround guru,"
Rev. Wesley Smith has incorporated his marketing and busi
ness acumen with ministry skills in revitalizing local church
ministries in the district. As his district superintendent, Rev.
Isaac Smith said of his son, "Wes has a great sense of per
sonal security and emotional stability. He can handle tough
circumstances and still keep a clear vision and purpose."

Wes is married to Christine, and they have three children:
Morgan, 14; Caleb, 12; and Dawson, 7. They will reside in
Colorado Springs, Colo.

—Jerry Brecheisen, Wesieyan Information Network (WIN)
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Online Now at the

Wesleyan.org "News Centerff

« What Wesleyans Were Doing on 9/11 -
Facebook responses from across the Church

• Dakota Wesleyans Doing the Right Thing
The miraculous growth of the South Dakota
District

• Milwaukee Wesleyans Bring Hope to the
Community - Effective ministry to the inner city

• Five Wesieyan Churches, 700 Baptisms,
Record Attendance - The Wesieyan Church
sees highest number of baptisms

• College Campus Focuses on Spiritual
Transformation - Bethany Bible College uses
WPH bestseller to create disciples

• Houghton Alum Part of Sierra Leone Economy
International relations major learns about
global issues

• Tragic Losses for iWU Family - Basketball
player and adjunct professor meet untimely
deaths

Find the above articles at Wesleyan.org. Also visit
WesleyanLifeOnline.com for exclusive articles
and blogs.

I

WesleyanLifeOnline.co



X

UARl/

'L
Teens Bike Trip Raises Funds for Africa Pastors
©xtreme heat advisories across Indiana did not

stop a group of teens from riding their bikes

almost 50 miles in order to help others.

Twenty-five teens in grades 7-12 from College

Wesleyan Church in Marion traveled to Noblesville,

Ind., by bicycle, a one-way journey of 48 miles. Ten

chaperons accompanied youth pastor Matthew Beck

and the students as they spent three days doing

service projects at Shunem House, a retreat home

in Noblesville for traveling missionaries.

The reason for the group's commitment to ride and

work in the searing heat was to raise sponsorship
funds to purchase bicycles for pastors in Mozambique,

Africa. The bikes will allow those pastors to be more

effective in reaching others with the gospel.
During their short stay at Shunem, the teens were

introduced to aspects of African culture, including an

ethnic dinner. They also visited The Wesleyan

Church World Headquarters in Fishers.

—Wesleyan Information Network (WIN)

National Best;
How Sweet the Sound

O raises were rising from the
packed Time Wamer Cable

arena in Charlotte, North

Carolina, on September 19, 2011.
Fifty-six choir members and instru
mentalists, from Shady Grove
Wesleyan Church in Colfax, N.C.,
participated in the national "How
Sweet the Sound" gospel music
competition sponsored by Verizon
Wireless. The event was attended

by over 8,000 people.
The Shady Grove choir sang "Oh

Happy Day," a gospel song that

www.wesleyan.org

Shady Grove choir "had a great
time working on," music minis
ter Dr. Rick Hendricks

(pictured, receiving check) said.
Nancy Mills, North Carolina
West district office administrator,

was a featured soloist on the song.
The hours of rehearsal paid off. As
the winner of the Best Large Choir
category, it received a check for
$10,000 that will be used toward the
music ministry at Shady Grove.

The competition included eight
gospel choirs from a variety of

churches and backgrounds, united
by their worship. "For us, it was
about worshipping and having a fun
time," said Dr. Hendricks. "I would
encourage any Wesleyan church to
participate." Each choir received
$3,000 for participating. •
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OBITUARIES

Dr. Robert Newton Lytle
Dr. Robert Newton Lytle (93) lived in
St. Marys, Ohio, at the time of his death.
He was a graduate of Houghton College
and was an ordained minister in The
Wesleyan Church. Dr. Lytle pastored
churches in New York State and served
in Colombia from 1945-1959 as a Global

Partners missionary with his late wife, Louise, who
preceded him in death in 2009. Dr. L>4le also served
as director of Global Partners (then Wesleyan World
Missions) from 1972-1984.

He is survived by two sons, a daughter, seven
grandchildren, and eighteen great-grandchildren. He
was preceded in death by an infant son and two sisters.

Barber, Rev. Donald (77)
Rev. Donald Barber lived in Plymouth, Ind., at the time of his
death. A retired minister in the Indiana North District, he and
his family had also served as missionaries in Australia. He is
survived by his wife, Elinor, two children, two sisters, one
brother, eight grandchildren, great-grandson, and many
nieces and nephews.

Buck, Lavaun "Vonnie" (86)
Vonnie Buck lived in Brooksville, Fla., at the time of her
death. She served alongside her husband of 62 years,
Russell, as he pastored churches and served as district
superintendent of the Wisconsin District. Survivors include
her husband, four children, nine grandchildren, and eight
great-grandchildren.

Carter, Rev. Yancy Harris (95)
Rev. Yancy Harris Carter, Sr., lived in Laurinburg, N.C., at the
time of his death. He served 68 years in ministry in The
Wesleyan Church, serving congregations throughout North
and South Carolina. Rev. Carter also conducted many evan
gelistic services and camp meetings through the years while
pastoring. He is survived by his wife, Emma, two sons, a
daughter, a stepson, a stepdaughter, five grandchildren, and
seven great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his
first wife, Mary Aileen Kirby Carter.

Conner, Larine (89)
Larine Conner lived in Ramseur, N.C., at the time of her
death. She served as a Wesleyan pastor's wife alongside her
husband. Rev. Leonard Conner, for 58 years. He preceded
her in death. Survivors include a daughter, two sons, two
sisters, two grandsons, and many nieces and nephews.

Gray, Rev. Gersham
Rev. Gersham Gray, former district superintendent of The
Wesleyan Holiness Church in the Eastern Jamaica District,
passed away on July 18. A thanksgiving service was held on
August 13 at The Wesleyan Holiness Church in Constant
Spring, Jamaica. Rev. Gray served as a pastor within The
Wesleyan Holiness Church for a number of years and as a
district superintendent from 1973-1990.

Helton, Rev. Timothy W., Sr. (52)
Rev. Timothy Wayne Helton. Sr., lived in Florence, Ky., at the
time of his death. Rev. Helton, Sr., ministered in Wesleyan
churches in Ohio, South Dakota, and Kentucky. He was
preceded in death by his father. Survivors include his wife,
Margie, three grandchildren, three brothers, and his mother.
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Jackson, Rev. Jesse H. (82)
Rev. Jesse H. Jackson lived in Owensville, Ind., at the time
of his death. A United States Navy veteran, he became an
ordained minister in The Wesleyan Church in 1962. He
pastored churches In Indiana until his retirement in 1995.
Survivors include his wife, Vivian, four daughters, one sister,
eight grandchildren, and 11 great-grandchildren.

Mahin, Carroll Sue Claycomb (76 )
Carroll Sue Claycomb Mahin in Lawrenceville, III., at the time
of her death. She and her husband, the Rev. Fred Mahin,
ministered in thirteen churches during their career. They were
married for nearly 57 years. She is survived by her husband,
two sons, four daughters, two sisters, eight grandchildren,
and five great-grandchildren.

Mitchener, Rev. M. Dean (91)
Rev. M. Dean Mitchener lived in Wichita, Kans., at the time
of his death. Ordained in 1959, he served as a pastor for The
Wesleyan Church and Free Methodist Church in a number
of communities in Kansas. He was also a school teacher in

Wichita for more than 20 years and served as an air traffic
controller in World War II. He is survived by his wife, June,
one son, and two granddaughters.

Parker, Rev. Dr. R. Sam (80)
Rev. Dr. R. Samuel Parker lived in Rock Hill, S.C., at the time
of his death. Rev. Parker was a United States Navy veteran
and attended Southern Wesleyan University (then Central
Wesleyan College). He pastored in the North Carolina West
Conference of The Wesleyan Church for many years. Rev.
Parker was preceded in death by his first wife, Emma Flint
Parker. Survivors include his wife, Dr. Sarah F. Stallings, a
daughter and two brothers.

Pope, Rev. Hugh Charter (75)
Rev. Hugh Charter Pope lived in Conyers, Ga., at the time
of his death. He was a member of 12Stone Church in

Lawrenceville, Ga., and his pastoral ministry began in 1958.
He served in Wesleyan churches in South Carolina, Virginia,
and Georgia. He served as district superintendent of the
South Coastal (then Georgia) District between 1981-1994.
He and his wife, Patricia, then founded Jamaica Sonshine
Ministries Inc. He is survived by his wife, a son, a daughter,
four grandchildren, a sister, niece, and great-nephew.

Shrum, Frances Lorene Richard (83)
Frances Lorene Richard Shrum lived in Lincolnton, N.C., at
the time of her death. She was married to Rev. H. David
Shrum, who preceded her in death on March 15. She served
with him in several churches in the North Carolina West District
prior to his retirement in 1992. She is survived by four sons, one
daughter, six grandchildren, eight great-grandchildren, and one
great-great-granddaughter.

Wallace, Rev. Edwin B. (90)
Rev. Edwin (Ed) Wallace lived in Brooksville, Fla., at the time
of his death. Rev. Wallace was an ordained minister in The
Wesleyan Church. He served in churches in New Jersey,
Virginia, and North Carolina. He also served on the Family
Altar radio broadcast and as a staff member at both Eastern

Pilgrim College and Messiah College. Rev. Wallace was an
artist and had many illustrations and book covers published,
including the illustrations of a children's book, The Comhusk
Doll. He was preceded in death by his parents and his first
wife, Elisabeth, a sister, brother, and grandson. Survivors
include his wife, Joan, a daughter, son, step-daughter, seven
grandchildren, and seven great-grandchildren.



Do I really hear
what my partner

is saying?

MARK WILSON

MARRIAGE CHECK UP
Oman and awoman should choose each other for life," said Dr. George Truett, "for the simple reason that along life

is barely enough time for them to understand each other—and to understand is to love."
Understanding is the key to true love and intimacy. Although it is a process, you can deepen and develop your rela

tionship along the way. Sometimes, along the path, it's good to stop and evaluate how you're doing as a couple.
Good maintenance prevents major breakdowns.

Here are a few questions to ask yourself concerning your marriage:

Q How can I best serve my partner?

• Am I a good listener?

• Do I really hear what my partner is saying, or am
I busy thinking about how I am going to respond?

• Can we disagree agreeably? If not, what is it that
causes us to argue?

• Do I know what really pleases my partner? Am
I pursuing this?

Q Do I know what really armoys my partner? Have
I been doing this?

Q What are my dreams and hopes for our marriage?
What are yours?

• How do we express our spirituality as a couple?
Are we satisfied with the present level of spiritual
commitment?

• What are we not doing that we ought to be doing?
What would it take to start doing it?

• Have I been completely honest with my partner?
About the past? About how I am feeling? About
my activities?

•

•

•

•

Are there any roadblocks to emotional intimacy in
our marriage? Do we know what they are? Do we
know how to get rid of them?

Have I been making selfish demands? Am I willing
to change?

• Do we agree on money issues? What can we learn
from each other in this area?

Is there somethingwrong that needs to be confronted?

Is there something good that needs to be celebrated?

• Do I need to take more responsibility for creating a
healthy and happy home?

• Am I willing to forgive?

• Am I willing to deal with issues, rather than attacking
or sulking in silence?

• What three things can I do which would bring
great joy to my partner?

—MarkWilson is pastor at Hayward Wesleyan Churchin Hayward,Wis.
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Editorial
The me.ssage of Hope and Holiness is key
to understanding The Wesleyan Church.
The word hope summarizes our "whosoever
will may come" message. Our firm belief is
that the good news is available to all and
that wherever we take the message of God's
prevenient grace, it has preceded us by min
istering to the person before we speak the
good news. The word holiness emphasizes
the importation of righteousness for God's
people to live godly lives in this present
world before Him, their family, friends, and
acquaintances.
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of the local church as we reach out to the

world around us.

Rejoice in the stories of people who
have found the power of a changed life,
open your heart to what He may want to
teach you, and find a way to communicate
the message of hope and holiness to your
community.
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JERRY C. PENCE

What Did
He Say?

Five words every church needs to learn

©suppose Iused to know how, but Ican't speak
"toddler" fluently anymore. However, I do know

ihat "Ig-gah" means Grandpa, since my grandson is
often looking straight at me when he says it.

One of the realities of human communication is that

the receiver doesn't always fully grasp the sender's
meaning. That's the problem many leaders and churches
have when the Lord begins speaking to them about
multiplication.

Sometimes we don't get it when the Lord speaks to us
because we are preoccupied with other things. In such
times, our patient Father tries to refocus our attention.

Or, in typical toddler fashion, leaders and churches
occasionally exercise selective hearing. We hear and we
hear correctly but we willfully continue doing only what
we want. This is behavior our caring Father must disci
pline and correct.

Most often, our hearing and comprehension simply
need further development. Knowing this, our loving
Father repeats and reinforces His instructions—wisely
helping us grow and mature in our understanding of His
will and our delight in doing it.

Much like language, multiplying healthy churches is a
learned behavior. Here are five valuable words the Lord

may need to add to our vocabularies if we are to partici
pate in His mission of spreading hope and holiness that
transforms lives and communities.

Partner
The first word is partner. Starting new churches is an

essential part of fulfilling the Great Commission in the
spirit of the Great Commandment. Jesus made us His
partners when He gave us the enormous assignment of

4 WINTER 2011-12

loving people in every community and culture and helping
them become Christlike disciples. New disciples don't
survive long without caring congregations in which to
grow. Organizing new churches is an intentional way to
build bridges of love and faith for reaching multitudes
of not-yet believers and for ensuring that new Christ-
followers become establi.shed and firm in the faith.

Partners are people who share vision and responsibility.
No one leader or local church is omnicompetent or self-
sufficient enough to start all the new congregations in all
the situations and locations where the gospel is needed.
Clearly, church multiplication is a task that requires
teamwork.

Church planting partnerships are one of the built-in
benefits enjoyed by connectional denominations such
as The Wesleyan Church. Connectionalism values
interdependence (versus independence). It involves
intentionally uniting our shared beliefs, personnel,
resources, and efforts to generate synergy and enable all
of us to accomplish more together than one or a few of us
could accomplish on our own. No local church is too
small to partner with another church (or cluster or district
or region or denomination of churches) in providing
spiritual, financial, and human resources to make new
ministries possible.

Send
The second word is send. Or maybe you prefer a

synonym, like commis.sion. To commission someone
means to formally grant him or her power to perform
certain prescribed duties. Like ambassadors or military
officers, they are authorized to act on behalf of the one
who sends them on their mission. Commissioning is what



the ancient Jewish Christian church in Antioch, Syria, did
when it set aside two of its members as missionaries to

fellow Jews and Gentiles who had not yet heard of
Christ—Saul (who later changed his Hebrew name to its
Latinized form, Paul) and Barnabas.

Your local church has people to commission—to send
out in ministry, to authorize in the name of Jesus Christ
to go as missionaries across generational, cultural, or
geographic boundaries near or far. Whom can you send
to reach people in your community who speak another
language or work a shift that keeps them from attending
any of your regularly scheduled services? Whom can you
send as a church planting leader or team member to start a
ministry in another neighborhood, city, state, or province?
Whom can you send to multiply disciples, leaders, and
churches in another country?

Incubate
Another new word for our vocabulary is incubate.

Perhaps you had an incubator in your third grade class
room—a box or aquarium with a light bulb that burned
24 hours a day and kept eggs inside warm until the
adorable, fluffy chicks inside hatched. An incubator is a
safe place for new life to develop until it is ready to thrive
on its own.

Church multiplication is the fastest way to impact a
community with the gospel. Imagine the potential for
changing the world if every existing congregation begins
to think of itself as an incubator for new ministries.

For example, what if your church provided a "nest"
where a leader or group is given free meeting space to
start a new service targeted to a different generation or
subculture than those who typically attend your services?
Should your congregation explore a multi-venue model,
sharing your pastor's time and extending your curi'ent
ministries to new campuses in your area with the intention
of eventually spinning off strong, self-reproducing
daughter churches? Is there a people group in your city
or town that your church is not currently reaching
effectively? How about incubating a new ministry by
hiring a staff member specifically to design new ministries
that will appeal to them better? At some point, your new
ministry may be ready to pop out of its shell and head off
on its own—but it will never forget the new beginning
you made possible.

Befriend
A fourth word to learn is befriend. Starting and

growing healthy churches is sometimes simply a matter
of having open arms. Look around for groups of spiritual
seekers, new converts, or even independent congregations
that are interested in finding help for a felt need—such as
English-as-a-second-language classes, a support group for
international students, or a mentoring program for young
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moms. Offer to befriend them as part of your church's
community-based outreach. Offer to share your office
space, sanctuary, or meeting rooms for worship and
discipleship. Start a Bible study. Introduce them to other
pastors or leaders from your denomination.

Those you befriend may be linguistically or socioeco-
nomically different from your current congregation. They
might be located in a different neighborhood, community,
county, or country. However, as a church with open arms,
you can bless, nurture, coach, and resource others until
they become self-sufficient. Don't be surprised if some
even ask about becoming part of a denomination that
encourages other churches like yours!

Church multiplication is the fastest way
to impact a community with the gospel.

intercede
A final word for our vocabulary is intercede. Don't

underestimate the concerted prayer power necessary for
church multiplication. At their very core, evangelism and
church growth are works of faith. They are intrusions on
the devil's turf, so church planters and renewal leaders in
existing churches all need special spiritual protection. As
Jesus said in the hearing of His very first team of church
planters and leaders, "No one can enter a strong man's
house without first tying him up. Then he can plunder the
strong man's house" (Mark 3:27). Do you want to take
what the devil thinks belongs to him, the souls of men and
women and young people who are far from God? Then
you had better start praying.

Every convert and every church plant begins as some
one's prayer burden. Do you have faces and places on
your heart and mind? Faces of people who are not yet
Christ-followers? Places where lives and communities are

waiting to be touched and transformed by the gospel?
Intercession is loving these people and places enough to
anguish over their spiritual desperation in God's presence
until He sends and supplies you and others to help them.
Multiplying healthy churches is an adventure. It is miracu
lously turning little or nothing into something, just as God
imagined a universe and spoke it into existence with a
word "so that what is seen was not made out of what was

visible" (Hebrews 11:3).
No matter what language you speak, the Heavenly

Father wants you to learn to speak His. His vocabulary is
missional. It is taught and caught out of love. And it will
take you to people and places you can hardly imagine
until you start listening carefully to the Lord's voice. Can
you hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches? •

—Jerry G. Pence i.s a General Superintendent of
The Wesleyan Church, Indianapolis, IN.
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o beautiful scene passed before my eyes as
we laid hands on Dana Antal at his

ordination service in the early fall of 2011.
The man we were ordaining that night in the
Penn-Jersey District was a life redeemed—one that
had been raised from the ashes of addiction and

prison to become a transformed man of God, now
co-pastor of a vibrant Wesleyan church.

I first met Dana in 2007, just a few months after
he had been released from prison. His then pastor.
Rev. Lenny Luchetti, of Stroudsburg Wesleyan Church in
Stroudsburg, PA, had offered Dana a position as a
maintenance person to help meet Dana's parole requirements.
Pastor Lenny also offered Dana's services to the FLAME
event being held at the church that year. Dana started his
Journey toward ordained ministry that year as he joined the
FLAME movement and began taking classes.

Early Struggles
Dana's story begins in Queens, New York, in 1969,

where he was bom to two hearing impaired
parents. His mother struggled financially to care for her
three children after their father left. Dana's mother was

Jewish but had converted to Catholicism through the testi
mony of a neighbor. Dana grew up in the Roman Catholic
Church and during his childhood was
questioned many times about becoming a priest.

Rehab
This is where Dana's story takes a tum into the dark side

of life. Drugs, abortions, gambling, and greed became the
dominant factors in his life. This dark road eventually led to
a rehab adventure that turned out to be life-changing for
him. At the rehab center he met LeeAnn, the woman who

would eventually become his wife. He also met a Christian
man who told him of the power of God's Word and the
healing offered through Jesus Christ. Dana met the Lord in
rehab and discovered the riches of God's love, forgiveness,
and healing.

A Rocky Road
Even though Dana had experienced the wonderful

salvation that comes through Jesus and had found his life-
mate, his joumey toward Christian maturity had many
bumps in the road. After leaving rehab, Dana continued to
gamble—even as he took missions trips overseas to assist
persecuted Christians. Dana describes it this way, "1 was
delivered from alcohol and drugs, but I was not delivered
from myself. I would read the Bible and then meet my
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A Life
Redeemed

Dana Antals Story

WAYNE RICHARDS

friends at a nightclub in Queens. Gamblers who owed
money would sometimes get a Bible from Dana and were
told if they read it and never gambled again, their debt
would be forgiven.

Dana struggled with the paradox of faith and gambling.
"I'm saying to myself, T think God is OK with this. What's
the big deal if someone wants to make a bet on the Jets
minus seven?' I was trying to live for Christ but was still
attracted to what I could do with the money. The ends
justified the means." That is until 2003 when he decided
that his lifestyle wasn't consistent with his Christian faith.
Dana moved to East Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania, began to
buy and sell houses, and starting attending Stroudsburg
Wesleyan Church.

Everyone who
sits in the pew
struggles with
something.

The Crisis
Dana still remembers the day gambling caught up with

him as he was praying, "God, do with me what you need to
do to make me into the image of your Son Jesus Christ."
The next morning two state troopers came to his door with
an extradition warrant to New York. He was arrested and

bail was set at one million dollars. LeeAnn called to tell

him, "Dana, this is bigger than you think. You just made
the front page of the New York Daily News, and they are
making a really big deal of this."



LeeAnn was pregnant with their third child, and Dana
was desperate to be home with his wife. That's when God
brought a man from Stroudsburg Wesleyan Church into
their lives. They barely knew the man, but he offered up a
property valued at one million dollars in lieu of Dana's
bail. Dana pled guilty to the charges and was spared a sen
tence of up to twenty years in prison that was possible for
this crime. Instead, he received a reduced sentence and was
paroled after serving 13 months.

Transformation
Retuming to Stroudsburg, Dana had a changed

perspective. 'T began to really seek humility in a way that
said, T want to do whatever God wants me to do.'" He
started a Gamblers Anonymous group and led a 12-step,
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Cod
doesn't
want to

leave you
where
you are!

biblically-based program for people
struggling with anger, depression,
codependency, abuse, and addiction.
"I began to share my story without
shame, guilt, or fear," Dana says. "And
people reacted with love and acceptance.
If we take the mask off and allow

ourselves and others to see the real us,

we experience God's love through man
beyond measure."

While studying in the FLAME
program Dana was hired as an assistant
pastor at Stroudsburg Wesleyan Church.
He was licensed as a minister by the
Perm-Jersey District in 2009. In May

- 2011, he was appointed co-pastor of
Stroudsburg Wesleyan and was ordained in September.

Dana Antal's life is a tribute to God's transforming
power and the love and encouragement of God-placed men
tors and friends. His ministry for the Kingdom continues in
earnest. "Everyone who sits in the pew struggles with some
thing. Not everyone is willing to share. You are free to be
who you are. But God doesn't want to leave you there. He
can't help you heal if you are not transparent." •

—Wayne Richards is director of FLAMElFLAMAfor
The Wesleyan Church, Indianapolis, IN.

FLAME is a program that assists ministerial students and
lay ministry staff and volunteers to prepare for effective
ministry in the local church.
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grew up in a poor and dysfunctional family, and my
parents separated when I was 15 years of age. Due to

economic instability, we walked into town looking for
sustenance until at last we took refuge in a house that did not
have doors, a roof, or windows. When my children were
young, I used to tell them the story of the house where I grew
up, and they asked me how 1 could live in a house if there
were no doors or windows. What they did not know was that
it was really only walls with holes in them. As I grew I felt
the need of a father and wished my own father would visit
my school or visit me on my birthday, but he never did; my
mother had the difficult job of raising us alone.

In desperation to get out of poverty and misery, at age
19,1 came to the United States with the goal of collecting
enough money to open a store in my new country. Two
years later I met Silvia, a beautiful young woman who
wanted to get an education, marry, and have a family. But
her life became an ordeal with me because there wasn't a

day that we didn't have heated disagreements. The incessant
disputes led me to ask God to help us, to do something in
our destroyed lives.

One day I received a phone call from my brother,
Ruben, who insisted on reading a Bible passage to me. As
he read from the Bible, my legs suddenly started to shake
and a dreadful conviction of sin overpowered me. That day
I gave my life to Christ. My wife and I were led to visit the
Prince of Peace Wesleyan Church in El Monte, California.

As I continued to grow in my faith, I felt a great desire to
serve God. Soon I became involved in the church as a lay
leader in the areas of evangelism and youth ministry. My
pastor told me that he felt there was a calling on my life. I
enrolled in high school, without realizing that God was
actually preparing me for the ministryof plantingchurches.

In 1996,1 was asked to plant a church in El Monte. Two
years later, the Lord called me to plant another church in
Garden City, Kansas. Two weeks after our arrival in Garden
City, I had a dream that my wife and I were facing a huge
tornado, and out of the tornado the image of a person
emerged. The person spoke, "What are you doing here?
Why did you come to Kansas? Who is the God you talk
about? I am going to destroy you!" My body was shaking
from fear, but suddenly my mouth opened and uttered these
words: "I am here because the Lord asked me to be here—

the Lord to whom every knee will bow and every tongue
will confess that He is Lord."

Months later my family and I were involved in an auto
accident in which my son (age seven at that time) suffered a
broken jaw, and my car was totaled. Unfortunately, the driver
of the other car in the accident died. I had no money for
another car and had hospital bills to pay. During that time the
few people who attended the church plant went on to other
ministries. In these months of testing, and without people in
the church, thoughts came to my mind: "What are you doing
here? You had a good job in California; it is time to return!"
Sylvia and I began to pack our bags! "This just doesn't seem
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Hispanic Ministries Di
Tells His Story
of Hope and Holi
Rev. Alfredo Barreno

to be the place for us," we thought. But at the same time,
there was an inner voice telling me, "It is time for you to
trust God. He didn't bring you here to go back." After spend
ing six years in Garden City, ministering to families and
forming disciples, the church was finally established.

In the summer of 2004, my family and I moved to Topeka,
Kansas, with a vision for a third church plant. The early days
in Topeka were difficult for us. For example, my children
were accustomed to attending a church with other children
and various other activities. I remember an opportunity when
I challenged them to greet the guests. They graciously left
their seats, ready to give greetings, but the youngest of my
three children, the seven-year-old, returned doubtful, and said:
"There is nobody here. Why did you tell us to welcome the
brothers?" To which I replied. "They are there, what happens
is that now you cannot see them, but very soon it will be a
reality." In a few months, God began to touch the hearts of
the people, and the seats began to fill up.

While pastoring this church, I felt the need to receive a
more formal theological training, so I entered the Hispanic
program of the School of Montebello and gained a
Bachelor's degree in Christian education. In addition, I was
invited by the superintendent and the board of the Kansas
District to serve as the director of Hispanic Ministries. It
should be mentioned that although they were very difficult
days for my family and me, those difficulties were the
instruments that God used to prepare my life and ministry
for national leadership.

I am currently serving as General Director of Hispanic
Ministries for The Wesleyan Church. It has been a very big
challenge for me, but God has given me the attitude of pio
neer and apprentice. I'm ready to open the gap for those
coming behind me and willing to absorb everything that is
edifying for my life and ministry. •

—Alfredo Barreno is director ofHispanic Ministries for
The Wesleyan Church, Indianapolis, IN.



Creci en una familia pobre y disfuncional, y mis padres se
separaron cuando yo tenia 15 anos de edad. Debido a la
inestabilidadeconomica, anduvimos de pueblo en el pueblo
buscando sustento, hasta que por ultimo nos refugiamos en una
casa que no teni'a puertas, ni techo, ni ventanas. Cuando mis
hijos estaban pequenos, soh'a contarles la historia de la casa
donde creci, ellos me preguntaban: ^como te meti'as a tu casa, si
no habia puertas ni ventanas? Ellos no entendian que lo unico
que habi'a eran paredes con huecos. Conforme iba creciendo
sentia la necesidad de un papa, deseaba que el estuviera en la
escuela o me visitara en mi cumpleanos, pero nunca llego. Asi
es que mi madre tomo la dura tarea de sacamos adelante.

En esa desesperacion por salir de la pobreza y la miseria,
a la edad de 19 anos, vine a Estados Unidos con la meta de

reunir el dinero suficiente para abrir una cantina en mi pai's.
Dos anos mas tarde conoci a Silvia, una bella joven, que
anhelaba estudiar, casarse y tener una buena familia. Mas su
vida se volvio en un calvario al juntarse conmigo, ya que
no habia dia que no discutieramos. Las disputas incesantes
la llevaron a pedirle a Dios que la ayudara, que hiciera algo
en nuestras vidas destruidas.

Un di'a, recibi una llamada telefonica de mi hermano

Ruben, el cual insistid en leerme una escritura bfblica. De

repente mis piemas comenzaron a temblar y una conviccion
terrible del pecado se apodero de mi. Desde ese di'a me
convert! a Cristo y junto con mi esposa fuimos guiados a La
Iglesia Wesleyana Principe de Paz de El Monte California.

Conforme iba creciendo en la fe, senti un enorme deseo de
servir a Dios. Esto se realize primero a traves de un liderazgo
laico, en el ^ea de evangelismo y el ministerio de jovenes. Mi
pastor, al notar que habia un llamado en mi, me motivo a
inscribirme en el Institute Biblico. Sin darme cuenta fui

involucrMome en el ministerio de plantar Iglesias.
En 1996 fui enviado a plantar una iglesia en el Monte

Califomia, dos anos mas tarde, el Sefior me llamo para plantar
una obra en Garden City Kansas, dos semanas despues de mi
llegada tuve un sueno donde mi esposa y yo estabamos
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parados frente a un enorme tornado del cual salio una sombra

con figura de hombre que me dijo: (.Que has venido a hacer
aqui'?, (.Que has venido a hacer a Kansas? jEl Dios que tu
predicas no tiene poder! Te voy a destruir... Mi cuerpo
temblaba de miedo ante tal constemacion, pero de repente mi
boca se abrio y pronuncio estas palabras: "Porque delante de
Jehova toda rodilla se doblara y toda lengua confesara que
Jesucristo es el Senor" y asi me desperte del sueno.

Meses mas tarde, mi familia y yo estuvimos involucrados
en un accidente fatal, en el cual mi hijo mayor (en ese
entonces de 7 anos), se quebro la quijada, la persona con la
que me estrelle murio y el carro quedo inservible. No tenia
dinero para otro carro, ni para pagar el hospital, para colmo la
poca gente que asistia a la iglesia se fue a otros ministerios.
En esos meses de prueba y sin gente en la iglesia, venian
pensamientos a mi mente que decian: ^Que estas haciendo
aquf? Tu tenias un buen trabajo en Califomia, [Es tiempo de
regresar! ;Vamos empaca tus maletas! Dios tiene que
comprender que este lugar no era para ti. Pero a la misma vez,
habia una voz intema que me decia: "Es tiempo de encerrarte
con Dios". "Dios no te trajo aqui para volver atras". Despues
de estar 6 anos En Garden City, ministrando familias y
formando discipulos, la iglesia se establecio.

En el verano del 2004, mi familia y yo nos mudamos a
Topeka Kansas con la vision de plantar la tercera iglesia.
Los primeros dias fueron dificiles para mi y para mis hijos,
ya que ellos estaban acostumbrados asistir a una iglesia con
muchos ninos y diferentes actividades. Recuerdo una
oportunidad que los anime a saludar a los invitados, ellos
graciosamente salieron por las bancas haciendo gestos de
saludos, pero el menor de mis 3 hijos (en ese entonces de 7
anos) prorrumpio dudoso diciendo: "Aqui no hay nadie"
^porque dice que saludemos a los hermanos? A lo que
respondi. "Ellos estan alii, lo que pasa es que ahora no los
puedes ver, pero muy pronto los veras". A los pocos meses,
Dios empezo a tocar los corazones de las personas de la
comunidad y las bancas empezaron a llenarse.

Mientras pastoreaba esta iglesia, senti la necesidad de recibir
una preparacion teologica mas formal, asi es que ingrese al
programa hispano de la Facultadde Montebelloy adquiri un
bachillerato en Educacion Cristiana. Ademas de ello, fbi invitado

por el Superintendentey la Junta Distrital de Kansas, a servir
como el Director hispano de ese distrito. Cabe mencionar, que
aunque fueron dias muy dificiles para mi familia y para mi; no
obstante fueron los instmmentosque Dios uso para preparar mi
vida y ministerio par el liderazgo nacional.

Actualmente, estoy sirviendo como Director General del
Ministerio Hispano de la Iglesia Wesleyana. Ha sido un reto
muy grande para mi, mas Dios me ha dado una actitud de
pionero y aprendiz. Estoy aqui para abrir la brecha a los
que vienen detras de mi y dispuesto a absorber todo lo que
sea edificante para mi vida y ministerio. •

-Alfredo Barreno es director de ministerios hispanos de
La Iglesia Wesleyana, Indianapolis, IN.

WESLEYAN LIFE



TRICIA ALLEN

The Call
Phone call brings good news

in the midst of tragedy

Oev. Richard Lauby had partnered in pastoral ministry
with his wife Joyce for 34 years when she died

unexpectedly in July 20II at age 68. Living in Punta
Gorda, Fla., Lauby faced the challenge of adjusting to
ministry without his partner. Though the journey has been
difficult, he has discovered the hope that Christ promises
every believer—and often distributes in unique ways. "He
makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part
does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so
that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of
love" (Ephesians 4:16 NLT).

The most effective way to reach Nattve
American and First Nations people tor Christ

Jative
ieadersliip

Deve opinent
b.

Wesleyan NATIVEMinistries

1

Wesleyan Native Ministries equips and empowers Native men and
women to take the lead in reaching their people for Christ in Native
communities across North America.

Ihcf need to reach llieir people in tnlliirally relevant ways.

0 616.456.009? 9 WesleyanNaliveMinlslries.org
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Unexpected 'Calls'
Rev. Lauby has served as pastor of the Florida District's

Peace River Wesleyan Church in Punta Gorda since its incep
tion in 1999. Within a couple weeks of his wife's death came
the time for the district youth camp in Brooksville. Rev. Lauby
drove his grandsonsJordan and Caleb to the camp, and while
the two boys took part in the daily camp activities, he visited
with his father-in-law, who lives in Brooksville.

During their visit one night, an unexpected phone call
from Florida District Superintendent Patrick Styers brought
exciting news. "Rev. Styers called and said my grandson
had something to tell me," says Lauby. His grandson Caleb
took the phone and said, "Grandpa, God has called me into
the ministry, and I'm going to be a pastor."

Unexpected Blessings
The camp speaker had challenged the youth to offer

themselves for Christian ministry. Not only was Caleb the
first to respond to the challenge and walk to the front of the
auditorium, his brother Jordan soon followed, sensing his
own call to youth ministry. Lauby said the two calls—Caleb
and Jordan's call to ministry and Rev. Styers's telephone
call—were blessings and encouragements from God just
when he needed them.

Following His Footsteps
Since summer camp, the grandfather and grandsons have

continued talking about ministry. Rev. Lauby is blessed to
have both boys attend his church, providing the opportunity
for mentoring and support. And whenever the time comes
for Richard Lauby to retire, he may have a passionate and
suitable replacement already in mind.

"Caleb wants to pastor his grandfather's church someday,"
says Rev. Lauby. His grandsons' life-changing decisions for
Christ have given the pastor a renewed energy to pour his
time into the lives of young people—especially his grand
children. •

—Tricia Allen is public information coordinatorfor
The Wesleyan Church.



Black Wesleyan Pastors
Dialogue with
Church Leaders

O ailed as agiant step in answering God's call to
be a church of ethnic diversity, pastors of forty

African-American, Haitian, Caribbean, and African
Wesleyan churches met with leaders of The Wesleyan
Church for a church leaders' dialogue, Nov. 10-11, 2011.
The dialogue was convened by the Board of General
Superintendents to "more effectively integrate, empower,
and engage leaders and congregations of Black Wesleyan
churches in the life and ministry of the denomination."

Many Journeys, One Church
General Superintendent Chair Dr. Jo Anne Lyon said the
conversation was "in-depth" and shared "the deepest
levels of our journey of faith." She added that though the

joumeys of participants differed because of the varied
cultures they represent, they "brought us to the same
place of our love for Christ and the power of the Holy
Spirit in all of us to bring transformation."

Vibrant Unity
General Superintendent Dr. Jerry G. Pence said "positive
energy filled the room" as the attendees committed
themselves to a new concem for American Blacks.

In a spirit of unity the pastors resolved anew to use their
combined spiritual energies for the glory of God and for
the good of the church. Conference participants noted
that The Wesleyan Church itself was bom in the fight for
the personal freedom of every person.
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General Board Recommends
Administrative Structural Change
OheGeneral Board of The Wesleyan Church met at the Church's world headquarters in Fishers, Indiana, November

15-17,2011. The board recommended permanent implementation of a new General Church administrative
structure. The proposed new structure would involve moving from three General Superintendents to one and from

seven General Officer department heads to four ministry area division chairs. Along with this recommendation, the board
approved a task force to develop memorials that will make changes to The Discipline to reflect the recommended
administrative structure. The proposed changes will be forwarded to General Conference in June 2012 for consideration.
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In other business the General Board—

• Made minor changes to the Southern Wesleyan
University bylaws.

• Approved Indiana Wesleyan University opening a
College of Osteopathic Medicine.

• Recommended to the International Conference the

establishment of a South Pacific Established

Regional Conference, comprising the Wesleyan
churches in Australia, New Zealand, the Solomon

Islands, and Bougainville.

• Changed the Wesleyan Medical Fellowship from
being an auxiliary to a fellowship known as Global
Partners Health Network (GPHN).

• Approved the merger of the Kentucky and Tennessee
districts.

• Made changes to General Board policy as it relates to
Wesleyan Native Ministries.

• Approved a name change for Bethany Bible College
to Kingswood University.

The General Board elected—

• Rev. Larry Salway and Rev. Mark O. Wilson to the
Wesleyan Native Ministries Board of Directors.

• Mrs. Margie McFredrick, Mr. James Perry, Mr. John
Storey, and Mr. Joe Schmidt to Wesleyan Investment
Foundation Board of Directors.

• Mrs. Betty Lou Harris, Mr. James Luttrell, Rev. Troy
Evans, Dr. Sharol Little, and Mrs. Dawn Marie Colaw
to the Hephzibah Ministries Board of Directors.

• Rev. John Gillette, Mrs. Carole Hamm, Mr. John Lee,
Dr. Greg McClain, Mr. Clifton Seaman, Rev. Conrad
Symonds, Dr. Harry Wood, Mrs. Evelyn Bamett, and
Dr. David Markle to the Houghton College Board of
Trustees.

• Mr. Paul Anthes, Rev. John Bray, Rev. Chris Conrad,
Dr. Mark Eckart, Mrs. Petra Ray, Mr. David P. Boyle,

and Dr. Michael Carmichael to the Indiana Wesleyan
University Board of Trustees.

Rev. Wesley Smith, Mr. Fran Gonzales, Dr. Tom
Harrison, Mr. James Occhipinti, Mrs. Verla Powers,
Mr. John Quinn, and Mr. Rob Swagge, to the
Oklahoma Wesleyan University Board of Trustees.

Mr. William L. Benton, Dr. Louise Carlton, Mr.

Donald L. Carr, Mr. Thomas H. Cayce, Dr. Benjamin
W. Kelley, Dr. John Ott, and Dr. Joseph R. Dongell to
the Southern Wesleyan University Board of Trustees.

—Ronald D. Kelly, General Secretary,
The Wesleyan Church

Wesleyan inistries

Darwin Tsosie has ministereii on the Navajo Nation for over 20 years. His
shack-like home offers no indoor plumbing and little privacy for his large
family. His teenage son Titus, wheelchair-bound due to acar accident can't
get around the home well or use the outdoor shower and outhouse.

Please help us bless Pastor Darwin's family with anew barrier-free home with
indoor plumhing, enough bedrooms, and a therapy gym for Titus. Agift of
$65.00 pays for one square foot. Your gift of any amount will help build hope
for the Tsosie family.

^^Give online at WesleyanN3tlveMlnistries.org. Wesleyan Nativel
.POBox 1705, Grand Rapids Ml 4950M705. For more info, call 616-456-0097
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One by one, General
Board members took the

microphone in hand and
talked of the impact that former
General Superintendent
Dr. Thomas E. Armiger has made in their lives,
in the lives of their family members, and in the
life of The Wesleyan Church.

Over sixty board members and their spouses
honored Dr. Armiger on November 15, 2011, for
his 14 years of service as General Superintendent
of the Church, as well as 23 additional years of
service as General Director of its Student

Ministries department, district superintendent of
its Virginia District, and pastor of its churches in Kansas
and Indiana.

In a citation presented by General Superintendent Dr. Jo
Anne Lyon, she said, "Thank you for your pastor's heart.
You have demonstrated a warm and caring spirit as you have
moved among the General Officers, pastors, and district
superintendents under your supervision." (Read the entire
citation online at www.wesleyan.org.)

Members of Armiger's family were present for the honors
dinner: his wife, Vangie; son, Joshua, and his wife, Michelle;
son, Jonathan, and his wife, Kaitlyn; and sister, Cheryl
Woodbury, and her husband, Phil. The Armigers' son Jeremy, a
student at Princeton Theological Seminary, was unable to attend.

Armiger
for Years

Honored
of Service

The Board of General

Superintendents presented the
Armigers with gifts of appreciation.
Mrs. Calene Pence, wife of General
Superintendent Dr. Jerry G. Pence,

presented Mrs. Vangie Armiger witha set of crystal
glasses. Dr. Pencepresented Dr. Armiger witha
commemorative chalice and paten set.

Dr.Armiger addressed the audience, which
gave him a standing ovation, and expressed
appreciation to the ministers, district and General
Church leaders, and world headquarters personnel
with whom he had worked. He ended his greeting
by recounting how God had called him to serve in

his new position as CEO of World Hope Intemational, a world
relief partner with The Wesleyan Church.

Armiger noted a specific moment during his visit to Sierra
Leone, West Africa, where he had dedicated a new well that
had brought clean water to a people who had never experi
enced it. That, along with past service on the WHI board and
other intemational visits, had put a deciding burden on his heart
for the well-known world relief and education organization.

General Superintendent and World Hope Intemational
founder, Dr. Lyon, then offered a benedictory prayer of
thanksgiving for the Armigers and for God's blessing on their
new ministry.

—Jeri-y Brecheisen

A passion for problem
solving.

Quick thinking saves the day for a youth group.

"One of our customers called me on a Saturday needing original proof of
insurance cards for their vehicle — just one hour before a youth trip to Canada
was scheduled for departure. I was able to print the cards, but there was no
way I could get them there in time. I asked about their travel route and was

able to find a Church Mutual representative who was right on the way. So Isent the cards to
him overnight, and the group picked them up the next morning before reaching Canada."

Tracey Jaeger, Church Mutual Customer Service Representative

We have a passion for solving problems. Call (800) 554-2642
or visitwww.churchmutual.com/analysis to schedule a detailed,
on-site risk and insurance needs analysis. It's a value-added
service we offer at no extra charge.

Church Mutual is reconunemled by The Wesleyan Church''s
Board of General Superintendents.

Listening. Learning. Leading isa registered tradenark ofChurch Mutual Insurance Company.
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Wesleyans
Announce
Song Writing
Competition
The Wesleyan Church has announced a
song writing competition in conjunction
with its June 2-6, 2012, General
Conference in Lexington, KY. Song
writers from across North America are

invited to submit songs beginning
immediately with a final date for
submissions set for March 1, 2012.
The grand prize winner will receive
$1,000, and the winning song will be
premiered at General Conference 2012.
Ten songs will be chosen for honorable
mention, and the writer of each will

receive $100. For more information

visit the General Conference website at

www.wesleyan.org/generalconference.

m

Kentucky and Tennessee Districts
Adopt Merger Agreement

Onrecent, historic sessions,
delegates attending reconvened

conferences of the Kentucky and
Tennessee districts of The Wesleyan
Church voted overwhelmingly in favor
of merging their two districts. The new
Kentucky-Tennessee District will have
69 local churches, 108 ordained minis

ters, 2,400 covenant members, and an
average primary worship attendance of
over 3,100. General Superintendent Dr.
Jerry G. Pence, who is presiding over
the merger process, commended leaders
and delegates for their courageous deci
sions to reinvent their ministries,
refocus existing congregations on
church health and multiplication, pursue
revival, and remove obstacles to church

growth. "Your unity and vision are an
inspiring example as you intentionally
join forces to spread hope and holiness
that will result in more disciples, lead
ers, and churches," he said.

The vote by Kentucky delegates
on November 4, 2011, was 78 percent
in favor of merger. The next day,
November 5, Tennessee delegates voted
unanimously to support the proposal.
Plans are to convene a merging confer
ence on May 4-5, 2012, to conduct
victory celebrations for the former
districts, elect a superintendent for the
new district, adopt operating policies,
and elect district officials and boards.

The merger, if approved, will take
effect following General Conference
2012, which, coincidentally, will take
place in Lexington, KY, where the
new district will be headquartered.

Kentucky District Superintendent
Rev. Glenn Black and Tennessee

District Superintendent Dr. Marlin
Hotle will continue to fulfill their

current official duties until June 30,

2012, when the merger transition will
be complete.

60th Anniversary Celebration
James and Nina (York) Flick celebrated
their 60th wedding anniversary in June,
2011. They were married June 1, 1951, in
Syracuse, Kans., in the Pilgrim Holiness
Church by Rev. A. I. Wise. The couple
pastored churches in Oklahoma,
Colorado, and Kansas. They retired in
Oakley, Kans., in 1996. Jim still fills the
pulpit for other pastors, as needed. Nina
teaches a Sunday school class for adults.
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Holiness Leaders Form
Global Wesleyan Alliance

eaders of eleven faith communions met recently in
Anderson, IN, to form the Global Wesleyan Alliance

(GWA), a unique partnership to amplify the prophetic
voice of Wesleyan-Arminitm holiness ministries and increase
their effectiveness in spreading scriptural holiness throughout the
world. According to Wesleyan Church General Superintendent
Dr. Jerry G. Pence, who was elected as the organization's first
president, "This alliance will enable holiness denominations to
achieve a historic level of cooperation and unity for evangelism,
discipleship, church multiplication, compassion, and justice.
Our passion is to pursue the Great Commission in the spirit of
the Great Commandment—making Christ known through words
and deeds and millions of lives filled with perfect love."

Other members of the GWA board of directors are Dr. Tom

Hermiz, vice president (Churches of Christ in Christian Union
general superintendent); Dr. David Graves, secretary (Church
of the Nazarene general superintendent); Dr. Ronald Duncan,
treasurer (Church of God-Anderson general director); and Dr.
David Kendall (Free Methodist Church USA bishop).

The Alliance is designed to increase interdenominational
cooperation without the necessity of formal, corporate
mergers. Its initial objectives include:

Clerffv Move Center
^ ^ Found Only at Stevens Van Lines

ffeeommemfed byTheWesleyan Chmb
toprovide moving services toemployees of

churches, schools, andmember organirations

Wesleyan moving disco

Single point-of-contact

Customized moving

Family owned sin

Free no-obiig

Let us apply our industry knowledge, and joy in serving,
to expertly coordinate your next relocation.

Call the Clergy Move Center Team;
Sunny Sommer, Jean V^memuende

or Vicki Bierlein

800.248.8313
www.stsvensworidwide.conVwesleyan
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• Creating greater community through intentional
relationship building;

• Collaborating to pool resources, share best practices and
ministers, and generate new ideas and tools;

• Convening events to promote the personal experience of
holiness and collective ministries for discipleship, church
health and multiplication, leadership development, prayer
and networking;

• Communicating with one another more intentionally and
addressing contemporary issues and public concerns with a
more united voice.

Several early "big wins" are anticipated for the Alliance.
The GWA's first joint effort will be a call to prayer for
spiritual awakening and revival. A major effort will be made
to establish procedures for the mutual recognition of minister
credentials among the Alliance's covenant partner organizations.
An online, free library of classic holiness literature is already
available at www.holinesslegacy.com. In addition, the GWA
will sponsor regional "Holiness Summits" (www.holiness-
summit.org) as interdenominational, grassroots-organized
events to introduce others to the personal experience of
entire sanctification.

The December 2-3, 2011, organizational meeting for the
Global Wesleyan Alliance included the general superintend
ents, bishops, and general directors of the Church of the
Nazarene, The Wesleyan Church, Free Methodist Church
USA, Church of God (Anderson), Churches of Christ in
Christian Union, The Evangelical Church, Evangelical
Methodist Church, Congregational Methodist Church,
Missionary Church, Church of Christ Holiness (USA), and
the Pilgrim Holiness Church. Although each denomination or
movement's governing body must ultimately approve
Alliance partnership, these and several others are expected to
participate in the GWA's first official assembly when it is held
in Circleville, Ohio, November 30 to December 1, 2012.



Houghton College
to Receive $12
Million Donation
President Dr. Shirley A. Mullen
announced that Houghton College
received a letter of intent for a gift that
will amount to the second largest in the
college's 128-year history. Houghton
alumna Kim (Kerr '91) Pegula and her
husband Terry Pegula, owner of the
Buffalo Sabres and Rochester

Americans hockey teams, will give the
$12 million gift to build a multi-sports
complex on Houghton's campus.

indIana
WESLEYAN

UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE NEWS

Oklahoma Wesleyan Men's Soccer Team
Wins Champlonshlpr Earns New Ranking

The men's soccer team at

OklahomaWesleyan University
(OKWU) was ranked in the top
ten by the National Christian
College Athletic Association
(NAIA) in 2011 Division I

men's soccer after the team

gained the MCAC conference
championship. The OKWU
Eagles won the MCAC Conference
Championship by winning both in the

A I-*- .

regular season and in the conference
tournament.

Indiana Wesleyan Basketball
Teams Ranked No. 1
Both the men's and women's

basketball teams at Indiana Wesleyan
University claimed the number one
ranking in first edition of the National
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
Division II coach's poll in November
2011. The men took the top spot for

the first time in program history while
the women claimed the top rank for
the first time since the 2006-2007

season. During that season, they were
ranked first all season long en route
to the national championship and a
38-0 record.

SWU ''Packing Party
Sends Shoeboxes

Around the World

ff

Qludents and staff at Southern
Wesleyan University made

Christmas a little brighter this
year for children around the world.
More than 75 children in other

countries received a shoebox that

contained a mix of candy, toys,
toiletries, and school supplies through
Operation Christmas Child, a divi
sion of Samaritan's Purse.

www.wesieyan.org

Each box also contained a booklet

entitled "The Greatest Gift of All,"
which explains the gospel message
and how one can know salvation

through Jesus Christ.

Students and staff attended a

"packing party," where the shoe-
boxes were as.sembled and prepared
for worldwide distribution.
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Qhe General Board
of The Wesleyan

Church and the

province of New Brunswick,
Canada, gave approval for
Bethany Bible College to
become Kingswood
University. This is the
second time the College
has changed names since
its founding in 1945.

The joumey toward a new
name included hundreds

of survey responses and
dozens of meetings. After
researching possibilities and
listening to people who care
deeply about the ministry of
the institution, Bethany's
board of trustees voted

unanimously on October 21,
2011, to request approval for
the name change from the
General Board and the

provincial government.

na
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Bethany Bible College
Becomes

Kingswood University
Throughout all the discussions, members of the board
resoundingly agreed that changing the name would not
change the mission. The institution exists to equip servant-
leaders for global impact.

The new name was chosen in recognition of the histori
cal significance that Kingswood has in the Wesleyan
heritage. On April 2, 1739, John Wesley's ministry took
a dramatic turn when he broke with religious tradition,
risked excommunication, and climbed a small hill in
Kingswood, England, to preach the gospel to nearly
2,000 coalminers. Thousands were converted and disci-
pled in small groups. He later launched Kingswood
College, the first Methodist school for training future
leaders. Historians cite Kingswood as Wesley's most
successful ministry field.

"John Wesley's ministry at Kingswood emphasized bold
evangelism, strong discipleship, and effective leadership
training to bring the gospel to those in greatest need,"
said Kingswood University President Mark Gorveatte.
"Pray with us that our Kingswood University will
continue this legacy, faithfully proclaiming the gospel
of Jesus Christ and equipping Christ-like servant leaders
to fulfill the Great Commission in the Spirit of the
Great Commandment."
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NEWS

Oakland Church
Celebrates
What God is Doing
A Wesleyan church in northern California
recently had much to celebrate, including
a grant for local urban outreach. Oakland
Community Church, under the direction
of Rev. Dr. Lawrence VanHook, is one of

the newest additions to The Wesleyan
Church family. The predominantly
African-American congregation, previ
ously a nondenominational church,
became a Wesleyan congregation this
year. Dr. VanHook has served as pastor
of the church for nine years and was
installed as an ordained Wesleyan
minister on September 4.

Wesleyan Church
Launches
Fourth Campus
Heritage Wesleyan Church in Rock
Island, 111., under the leadership of
Pastor John Bray, recently launched its
fourth campus. QC West is meeting at
the Buffalo Elementary School in
Buffalo, Iowa, under the direction of
campus pastor Jason Shanks.

Wisconsin Myanmar Church
Turns Two Years OidO Wesleyan congregation of former Myanmar (formerly known as
Burma) residents recently celebrated its second anniversary in

Milwaukee, Wis. More than 70 worshipers gathered at Myanmar
Christian Fellowship on Sunday, November 13, 2011, where senior
pastor Rev. Thuam Khai and associate pastor Rev. Richard Concklin
serve as leaders. During the celebration service, the church took in 37
community members. The congregation presented stitched jackets
similar to those worn in Myanmar to Rev. Concklin and Wisconsin
district superintendent, Rev. Dan Bickel.

Brooksville Wesleyan Worships In New Facility
Oesleyans in Brooksville, Fla.,

worshipped for the first time
in the newly constructed

Brooksville Wesleyan Church on
November 20. The 1,200-seat audito

rium, located near the church's former

sanctuary, will help to meet the need
for more space when winter residency
in the Wesleyan Bible Conference
Association community peaks. In past
winters, attendances of 700 or more

stretched available room in the previ
ous facility. "It's been wall to wall, and
we overflow into the chapel" according
to Dr. Marlin Mull, senior pastor.
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The new facility cost $4.4 million.
The church raised nearly $3.5 million

of that amount, leaving them with only
about $1 million of debt.



Addington, Rev. Robert D. (89)
Rev. Robert D. Addington lived in Danielsville, Pa.,
at the time of his death. He was a pastor of Wesleyan
churches in Indiana and Pennsylvania and served
for more than fifteen years as superintendent of the
Western Pennsylvania District of The Wesleyan
Church. He is survived by his wife of 66 years, Ellen
Louise, three sons, one sister, six grandchildren,
and four great-grandchildren.

Blann, Eva (90)
Eva Blann lived in Orange Park, Fla., at the time of
her death. A former school teacher, she served as an
overseas missionary in Liberia and Northern Rhodesia
(now Zambia) with her husband. Rev. H. John Blann.
In the United States, she served alongside her
husband when he was the editor of the Pilgrim
Holiness Advocate, president of Frankfort Bible
College (later Frankfort Wesleyan Bible College),
public relations director at United Wesleyan College,
and pastor in New York, Pennsylvania, and Maryland.
She is survived by two sons, two daughters,
17 grandchildren, and 28 great-grandchildren.

Coulter, Rev. Gordon (68)
Rev. Gordon Coulter lived in Covina, Calif., at the
time of his death. He pastored Wesleyan churches
in California and received his doctorate from the

Talbot School of Theology. He also served as both
a hospital and police chaplain. Rev. Coulter was
preceded in death by a daughter. Survivors include his
wife, Lindy, and one daughter.

Earl, Marcia (86)
Marcia Earl lived in Brooksville, Fia., at the time of
her death. A Houghton College graduate, she served
seven years alongside Harris, her husband of 64
years, in pastoral ministry and more than 36 years
with him as Global Partners missionaries in Colombia,
South America. She spent the last twenty years in
Brooksville, Fia. Survivors include her husband, three
daughters, two sons, and numerous grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

Hubbard, Rev. Dale (50)
Rev. Dale Hubbard lived in Kernersville, N.C., at the
time of his death. He was an ordained minister with

The Wesleyan Church. He pastored Victory Chapel
Wesleyan Church in Snow Camp, N.C., from 1995
to 1998. Survivors include his parents, one brother,
and one sister.

www.wesleyan.org
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Hulen, Clara Martha (95)
Clara Martha Hulen lived in Sullivan, Ind., at the time
of her death. She was the widow of Rev. Dallas

Hulen. She is survived by three sons, two daughters,
one brother, thirteen grandchildren, twenty-six great
grandchildren, and nine great-great-grandchildren.

Isley, Hazel (85)
Hazel Isley lived in Gibsonville, N.C., at the time of
her death. She served alongside her husband,
Rev. Robert Isley, an ordained minister in The
Wesleyan Church. She was preceded in death by
two sisters and two brothers. Survivors include her

husband, two daughters, and three grandchildren.

Johnson, James H. (90)
James H. Johnson lived in Mentone, Ala., at the time
of his death. He attended Wesleyan Methodist
Academy (now Southern Wesleyan University).
Johnson served in World War I under General George
Patton, Jr. A member at Mentone Community Church
(Wesleyan) in Mentone, Ala., Johnson served as
treasurer for 52 years, was part of the board of
administration for 56 years, and a Sunday school
teacher for 20 years. He served as district treasurer
and a member of the district board of administration

for the Alabama and Delta Districts for 40 years.
He also served as a delegate to eight General
Conferences and a member of the board of trustees

at Southern Wesleyan University for 28 years. He was
preceded in death by his parents, his wife, Betty Joe,
two sisters, and one brother. Survivors include one
daughter, one son, four grandchildren, and two
great-grandchildren.

Jones, Rev. Philip (85)
Rev. Philip Jones lived in Crawfordsville, Ind., at
the time of his death. An ordained minister in

The Wesleyan Church, Rev. Jones pastored
Wesleyan churches in Indiana, Florida, South
Carolina, West Virginia, and Ohio. He was a graduate
of Marion College (now Indiana Wesleyan University).
Survivors include his wife, Thelma, two sons, one
daughter, one brother, nine grandchildren, and seven
great-grandchildren. He was preceded In death by
his parents and one sister.

(continued on next page)
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(continued from page 21)

Lauby, Joyce Lea (68)
Joyce Lea Lauby lived in Punta Gorda, Fla., at the time
of her death. She and her husband, Rev. Richard Lauby,
served churches in California, Kansas, and Florida. She
Is survived by her husband, her father, one son, one
daughter, one brother, one sister, and grandchildren.

Monroe, Rev. Harold Bertram (91)
Rev. Harold Bertram Monroe lived in Tallahassee,
Fla., at the time of his death. His more than 60
years of ministry included seven years as district
superintendent of the Western Ohio District of The
Wesleyan Church and pastorates in Iowa and Ohio,
including nearly 30 years as pastor of Mulberry
Wesleyan Church In Milford, Ohio. He is survived by
his wife of 68 years, the former Ella Jane Hamilton,
two daughters, one son, five grandchildren, and two
great-grandchildren.

Passwaters, Rev. John P., Sr. (81)
Rev. John P. Passwaters, Sr., lived in Harrington,
Del., at the time of his death. A retired minister in the
Chesapeake District, he pastored Wesleyan churches,
including inner-city missions in New Jersey and
Philadelphia. He is survived by Patricia, his wife of 63
years, one daughter, two sisters, nine grandchildren,
and 20 great-grandchildren.

Phillips, Elizabeth (89)
Elizabeth Phillips lived in Millville, N.J., at the time of
her death. She served as a missionary with The
Wesleyan Church alongside her husband. Rev. Dean
H. Phillips, of 65 years. The couple served in the
Eastern Caribbean Islands, Trinidad and Tobago,
Jamaica, Guyana, and parts of South America. Rev.
Phillips preceded his wife in death. She is survived by
one son, two daughters, six grandchildren, and eight
great-grandchildren.

Richardson, Rev. Don (80)
Rev. Don Richardson lived in Archdale, N.C., at the
time of his death. He served 40 years as a Wesleyan
pastor in various churches in North Carolina and
Wisconsin. In addition, he served as district treasurer,
district board of administration member. General
Conference delegate, and trustee for Southern
Wesleyan University. He is survived by his wife, Leola
Sheffield Richardson, three sons, one daughter, one
brother, four sisters, eight grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren.
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Shockley, Rev. Joseph 'Joe' Coats (91)
Rev. Joseph "Joe" Coats Shockley lived in Stuart, Va.,
at the time of his death. A retired commissioned minis
ter, he had served for more than 30 years in ministry
with The Wesleyan Church, pastoring churches in the
Shenandoah District. He also served as a general
evangelist. His wife Mae Priddy Shockley preceded
him in death. He is survived by one daughter, seven
grandchildren, and eight great-grandchildren.

Shuck, Rev. James J. (85)
Rev. James J. Shuck lived in Cadiz, Ind., at the time
of his death. He served as pastor of Wesleyan
churches in Indiana. He is survived by three sons,
one brother, two sisters, eight grandchildren, and ten
great-grandchildren.

Traugh, Hubert L. (81)
Rev. Hubert L. Traugh lived in Owosso, Mich., at the
time of his death. He served as a missionary bush
pilot, linguist, and minister In the interior of Guyana,
South America. He was also a welding instructor at
Genesee Area Skill Center in Flint, Mich. He is
survived by his wife Lois, two daughters, five grand
children, four stepchildren, nine step-grandchildren,
eight great-grandchildren, and one brother. His first
wife Joanne preceded him in death in May 2010.

Webster, Roy B. (81)
Rev. Roy B. Webster lived in Clinton, Tenn., at the
time of his death. An ordained minister in The

Wesleyan Church, Rev. Webster served in the U.S.
Army in World War II and later served in Wesleyan
churches in Michigan and Ohio. He also served as
assistant district superintendent of East Michigan
District for 12 years. Survivors include his wife,
Gladys, four daughters, a sister, 12 grandchildren, and
two great-grandchildren.
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