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Wesleyan NATIVE Ministries

North America's First Mission Fieid is Stili its Greatest Missions Frontier!

Didyou know....

• After 500yearsofevangelism amongNative North Americans, lessthan 10%follow JesusChrist today.

• Natives are the poorest of the poor, with the highest rates of poverty and unemployment.

• Natives have the highest rates of physical &substance abuse, depression, suicide, and preventable diseases.

Since 1948, WESLEYAN NATIVE MINISTRIES has worked to improve the lives of Native people,
and share the life-changing message of Jesus Christ through:

COMPASSIONATE OUTREACHES: by helping low-Income families meet their basic needs.

ECONOMIC &COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT; by providing a Christ-centered education
for chlldren,and life skills and employment training for adults.

MINISTERIAL TRAINING & PREPARATION: by equipping Native pastors and church leaders.

CHURCH RESOURCING AND MULTIPLICATION: by starting and supporting churches In
Native communities, where Native people can worship God In the context of their own culture.

Today, we're igniting a movement that multiplies Native disciples, leaders and churches all across North America!
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Join us online at www.WesleyanNativeMinistries.org or www.twitter.com/WesieyanNative.
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awesome, easy to navigate

and really sharp!"
"Content isoutstanding, inspiring"

"This looks great!"

Reader comments tell the story.
See it for yourself. The new
Wesleyan Life Online has
exclusive articles, blogs, and
columns to help you grow in

your faith. It's a relevant,
practical and helpful addition to
the communications ministry of
The Wesleyan Church.

www.wesleyanlifeonllne.com.

Follow The Wesleyan Church events on
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John Wesley once wrote to an
acquaintance, "Where Christian

perfection is not strongly and
explicitly preached, there is

seldom any remarkable blessing from
God; and consequently, little life in the
members of it." Permeating both the
biblical and Christian church historical

narratives, the Message of Hope and
Holiness still bids us in this new day to
shout it to all who will listen.

Wesleyans are not alone in their
yearning to hear and proclaim
this message. Within the past
few months, representatives
from many holiness
denominations met in

two separate meetings, during which
there was a unanimous affirmation and

commitment to this transformational

message of God's grace. Paul declares in
Colossians 1:18 that "we proclaim Him,
admonishing and

teaching

\

Spreading

everyone with all wisdom, so that we may
present everyone perfect in Christ." He
explains in Colossians 1:27 that the

possibility of being "perfect in Christ"
exists only because of "Christ in you, the
hope of glory." Our own Wesleyan

Church history points to John Wesley,
who modeled for us the central

themes of this message that must

be proclaimed today even as
he proclaimed it in his day.

First, we must pro
claim The Message of
Hope in Christ through
evangelism and compas

sionate ministries. As

Christ disciples, we are

/
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the ambassadors who communicate and

demonstrate the love of God and life-

changing message of redemption—
helping to fulfill the Great
Commandment in the spirit of the Great
Commandment. Wesley reminded his lay
preachers, "You have nothing to do but to
save souls. Therefore spend and be spent
in this work." However, he saw no

dichotomy between evangelization and
ministries of compassion. In his classic
book, The Radical Wesley, Howard
Snyder writes, "There was no split

givers of compassion. Likewise, in the
mid-1800s. Orange Scott, an abolitionist
against the scourge of slavery, became
founder of The Wesleyan Methodist
Connection, a forerunner of The

Wesleyan Church that was committed to
proclaim "The Message of Hope" for all
people, regardless of race or social stand
ing.

Second, we must proclaim The

Message of Holiness that Christ's
power unequivocally transforms
people of darkness to people of his

We become holy
people empowered
by God to reach
a lost world and

become Christ's

agents to transform
our communities.

between personal salvation and social
engagement." Wesley modeled this prin
ciple: He visited the possessed and
oppressed; the imprisoned; the sick; the
grieving; the dying; he established a fund
for the poor; established a home for aged

persons; and established schools for poor
children.

Wesley did not do this alone; he used
his remarkable administrative gifts to lead
his Methodist classes and societies to be

www.wesleyan.org

wonderful light (I Peter 2:9). Christ's
ministry of redemption provides for the
personal regeneration of persons to
become new creatures in Christ and to be

personally transformed into His image.
Spiritual transformation occurs when
people are saved and discipled in the
faith, leading to their acceptance of the
Lordship of Christ through the Spirit's
work of sanctification; the intention of

life changes from purely selfish interests

to the single aim of loving and
pleasing God. The belief that
it is impossible for humans to
live a holy life in this world is as rampant
today as it was in Wesley's day. Wesley
used his classes and bands to combat this

belief, and we, too, must nurture one

another and spur one another to experi
ence the joy of heart purity and holiness.
The revivalist movement of The Pilgrim
Holiness Church, another forerunner of

The Wesleyan Church, gave witness to
Christ's sanctifying power in the lives of
countless people, spreading from the
United States to mission fields around the

world. People of darkness in the darkest
of places became people of light and
declared the praises of Christ.

Proclaiming the Message ofHope and
Holiness is missional by its very nature.

We become holy people empowered by
God to reach a lost world and become

Christ's agents to transform our commu
nities. Therefore, we give testimony to
the world of the power of the gospel to
expose sin, to preserve goodness, to add
seasoning to a fallen world, and to
bring light to the darkest corners of the
world. The Wesleyan Church is speaking
to the issues of domestic abuse, pornogra
phy, world poverty, social and economic
injustices, being good stewards of God's
creation, modern day slavery, and the tak
ing of innocent lives, both bom and
unborn. At the same time the church must

address lifestyle issues that plague indi
viduals, families, and entire societies. In

the words of Wesley, "the gospel of Christ
knows of no religion but social religion,
no holiness but social holiness."

The historical Wesley modeled his
commitment to spread The Message of
Hope and Holiness. As Wesleyans of the
21Stcentury, we must not, we dare not, do
less; instead, let us together, as a body of
believers, dare to do more! •

Thomas E. Armlger is a General
Superintendent of The Wesleyan Church,
Indianapolis, Ind.
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Hit an impasse on
how church is done?

Father and son authors

Keith Drury and David Drury
seek to bring all generations of the
church to the table for respectful and
fruitful dialogue about some of the
most controversial issues facing the
church; issues like: worship, community,
race, alcohol, and women in leader
ship. Father and son model the kind
of dialogue that empowers generations
to define their differences while

respecting one another and remaining
connected. To read a sample
chapter, visitwww.wesleyan.org/wph

BKBT82 $14.99*

Offer ends

April 30, 2010

Must Mention Code: SPRWL10

*plus shipping
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Running

Race V
> RONALD D. KELLY

Neither sports history
nor religious history
highlight those who
aspired to finishing fourth
Compelitive running always has a

point of reference—start, finish,
miles, or minutes.

The apostle Paul often gave analogous
reference to competition, even in his relation
ship with Christ. He spoke of finishing the
course or running the race. The finish line was
alwayson his mind.Neithersportshistory nor
religious history highlight those who aspired
to fini.shing fouilh. But many Christians live
without spiritual goals in mind—walking in
circles, aimless and frustrated.

On your mark
Granted. God sets the mark pretty high.

When he called Abraham (Genesis 17:1), He

sent him out to finish in first place—to be
blameless, Christ reaffirmed this lifestyle in
Matthew 5:8 when He reminded us that the

pure in heart will see God. Again, in 5:48,
He commanded us to "be perfect." When
Christ prayed for His disciples, in John
17:17-19, He didn't pray that they would be
also-rans, He prayed that they would purely
motivated - that they would be sanctified.
Peter reminded us in 1 Peter 1:16 that the

requirement of the Christian is perfection.
Indeed God has set a high mark for us.

Get set
If you aie growing in your walk with

Christ you will come to a point in life where
you will have to deal with hindrances to that
walk, when there is a desire to grow and to
have a positive response to God's leadership.
That hindrance is original sin — the disposi
tion toward sin with which we were bom.

Original sin leads to disobedience rather
than obedience. God has provided a remedy
in what Christ did on Calvary.

Go
The theological term for that

remedy is entire sanctification. ""
In order for that to happen in our lives we
must acknowledge the presence of the need
and submit 100 percent to Jesus Christ for
cleansing. God, through the power of the
Holy Spirit, cleanses our hearts of the limi
tations of original sin and allows us the
freedom to follow Him more completely.
We yield to Christ in submission and He
does the cleansing, perfecting us in love.

Win
This concept of cleansing from original

sin is unique to Wesleyans only in the fact that
we believe it can be done now. Churches who

hold that the Bible is the inspiredWordof God
also believe that original sin remains after
salvation. All of them recognize that some
where between salvation and glorification
something must be done to cleanse a person's
heart of a bend toward sin. I repeat, our
uniqueness is that we believe this can happen
in the present and give Christians victory over
willful sin in their daily lives. This work of
grace, which we call entire sanctification, is
not a substitute for maturing in the Lord. Nor
does it negate growth through a daily walk
with Jesus Christ. It simply provides the way
for a more rapid rate of growth.

People come to the point of confessing
their need differently. Many recognize the
need in a relatively short period of time.
For others, it may be a year or years after
the time they are saved. There is one thing
for certain: the serious believer will come

to this point of frustration in his desire to
grow. If you are at that point, open your
heart to the work God desires to do. The

evidence that God has met the need will be

a deeper love for God and man. •

Ronald D. Kelly,
General Editor



Sanctification

Q. What does sanctification mean?
A. The New Testament Greek word has

two meanings. They are both given in
any dictionary you check.

SANCTIFY: (1) to set apart to a
sacred purpose or to religious use.
(2) to free from sin; purify.

The Bible teaches we are not only to do
good works, we are to actually be good,
cleansed, purified, made free from .sin.
That cannot be done by good works,

sincere effort or a strong willpower. The
sin nature must be cleansed. Jesus died to

accomplish our cleansing (Titus 2:11-14).

Q. Is sanctification progressive or
instantaneous?

A. Both. There is the progressive work
of sanctification which begins when you

are saved. From that moment on, as you
walk in obedience to God and His Word

and daily grow in grace, you become
nearly more perfect in your obedience
and more closely conformed to the
image of Christ (Ephesians.4:13).

There is also a crisis of ENTIRE

SANCTIFICATION when you present
yourself totally (without any reserve
clauses) to God. On your part, this is
called total commitment or consecration.

The baptism of the Holy Spirit will cleanse
your heart from all inbred sin (Acts 15:9).

This is followed by a lifelong growth in
grace, as you develop a life of godliness
and true holiness by faith in the cleansing,

sanctifying blood of Jesus Christ
(Colossian.2:6).

Q. Is sanctification required or
optional?
A. It is an absolute requirement. It is the
will of God for you to be sanctified
(1 Thessalonians 4:3). It is the reason

Jesus died, "Where Jesus also that He

www.wesleyan.org

might sanctify the
people with His
own blood suffered

without the gate"
(Hebrews 13:12).

Q. Didn't I

receive the Holy
Spirit when I
was saved?

A. Yes. No one can

be saved apart from the Holy Spirit (John
3:5). But the fullness of the Spirit, or the
baptism of the Holy Spirit, comes after
you have been saved and then make a
complete commitment of your all to God
(Acts 19:2).

Q. Why must I be saved before I
can be entirely sanctified?
A. Because until you are saved, you
cannot present yourself a living sacrifice to
God (Romans 12:1). You are dead in

trespas.ses and sins (Ephesians 2:1). Only
after you have been made alive can you
commit that life to God.

Q. Do I need to speak unknown
tongues as evidence that I have
received the baptism of the Holy
Spirit?
A. No. The Scriptures teach that the
evidence of the fullness of the Holy Spirit

is fruit, not gifts. According to
1 Corinthians 13, it is possible to
demonstrate the gifts and not have the
Spirit. Tlie fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace..." etc.. (Galatians 5:22).

Q. Can a sanctified person ever be
tempted to sin?
A. Yes. There is no state of grace
that removes the possibility
of temptation; even our
Lord was tempted in all
points like we are yet
without sin (Hebrews

4:15).

Q. Can a sanctified
person sin?
A. Yes. Sin is always
a possibility. "Let him who
thinks he stands take heed lest

he fall" (1 Corinthians 10:12).

Q. Is it possible to live a holy life
without sin?

A. Yes. A Christian does not continue the

habit and practice of willful sin. The
Apostle Paul asked, "Should we continue
in sin that grace may abound?" He then
answered his own question. "God forbid!
How can we that are dead to sin live any

longer therein" (Romans 6:1,2)7

Q. What happens if a sanctified
person sins?
A. You must confess that sin and receive

the cleansing of the blood of Jesus
(I John 2:1,2).

Q. What must I do to be sanctified?
A. 1. Be sure your past sins are confessed
and forgiven, and that you are walking in
obedience to the light of God's Word.
2. Recognize that you need to be sancti
fied, that it is God's will for your life,
and that He is waiting to do it now.
3. Commit every area of your life to the
will of God.

4. Pray in faith, asking God to give you
the fullness of His Holy Spirit. "... how
much more will your heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask
Him?" (Luke 11:13)

5. Believe that God has kept His word
and has done the work. •

WESLEYAN LIFE
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Anthony Roberts is glad to be
alive. At fir.st, Roberts

claimed that he was shot

through the skull with an
arrow, while walking through a park in
Grants Pass, Oregon. He later admitted
that a friend was trying to knock a one-

gallon gasoline can off his head. It was

part of an initiation into a rafting and
outdoor group called Mountain Men

Anonymous. It cost him an eye, but
doctors say it could have cost his life.

If sin exacted its price as instantly as
this, there might be a sharp increase in
holiness. But sin, like cholesterol,

appears to be harmless, even while set
ting us up for catastrophic failure. One
sausage patty won't cause a heart attack.

It may trigger indigestion, but an antacid
will neutralize that. So we have a second

sausage biscuit. Then, after the fats have
accumulated silently for years, they
strike without warning.
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t i.Religion that Cod our Father accepts
pure and faultless is this: to-look after

-• orphans and widows in their distress and to
keep oneself from being polluted by the w

>> DAVID VARDAMAN

James wrote, "Religion that God our
Father accepts as pure and faultless is

this: to look after orphans and widows in
their distress and to keep oneself from
being polluted by the world" (James
1:27). Peter instructs us to make every
effort to be found spotless, blameless
and at peace with Him (2 Peter 3:14).

Consecration

First, consecrate yourself to God. Give

yourself to Him without reservation. Don't

give only your sins to Him. Give all of
yourself to Him—your unique personality,
your talents, potential, spiritual gifts,

creativity, imagination—everything that
he puts into you. "Offer your bodies as
living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to
God—this is your spiritual act of worship.
Do not conform any longer to the pattern

of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind" (Romans 12:1-2).

Sanctification

Next, be sanctified. In John 17, Jesus

prays for the disciples saying, "My
prayer is not that you take them out of the
world but that you protect them from the
evil one. They are not of the world, even
as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the
truth; Your Word is truth." Sanctification

is something like a cholesterol clean-out.
Through sanctification, God cleanses our

hearts from sin, taking away not only the
eternal effects of sin, but also our taste

for willful disobedience.

Scripture
Also, read God's Word every day.

While the Holy Spirit does the sanctifying,
God's Word informs us of the possibility
of this deeper work of faith. The Bible is
God's message to us. Read it daily for a
lifetime. It will never lose its freshness.

Like a literary classic, it reveals new
meaning with each reading. Unlike



classic literature, "All scripture is God-
breathed and is useful for teaching,

rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the man of God
may be thoroughly equipped for every
good work" (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

Avoid Sin
Just say no to obvious sin. Some sins

are so basic, .so obvious, that anyone can

spot them. Check the Ten Commandments
(Exodus). If God says don't do it, then
don't do it. It's that simple.

Love One Another
Live by the law of love. The greatest

commandment, according to Jesus, is to
"Love the Lord your God with all your

heart and with all of your soul and with

all of your mind and with all your
strength and love your neighbor as your
self" (Mark 12:30, 31). When your heart

prompts you to do an act of kindness and
love, do it. Judge your thoughts and atti
tudes by the law of love. Ask yourself
whether or not this is the loving thing to

do, say, or think.

Anthony Roberts fell in with bad
companions. By not exercising good
judgment, he allowed himself to be
placed in a life-threatening situation.
One wonders whether he thought at all.
By contrast, the Old Testament hero,
Daniel, lived in a pagan culture, yet lived
a righteous life. His life declares that
even if we live among pagans, we needn't
live like them. •

David Vardaman Journey Into Holiness,
Wesieyan Publishing House

There is a joy that is deeper than human suffering, higher than the clouds, wider than the
conflict, stronger than all opposing forces, stronger than alt conditions. It comes from the
heart of God. It is the joy of the Lord. It cannot be strangled by the enemy, nor crushed by
the power of darkness. Its voice cannot be stilled by the tumult, nor swallowed up by the
raging of the tempest. It is deeper, and higher, and sweeter than all, saying, 'My beloved,
Iam with thee to keep thee in all thy ways.' This is His holiness.

—P. F. Bresee

Helping over 100,000 customers,
one at a time...
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Church Mutual Real

... it's another reason no other insurer knows
America's faith communities better.
Wevisit thousandsof religious facilities each year—including this one designed by Frank Lloyd Wright. So we
know firsthand the problems youfacetoday. Andwestructure our policies and protection to matchyourneeds.

Our expertise and service, our sizeand financial strength — all are good reasons to compare yourpresent
protection with a proposal from Church Mutual. Simply call 800.554.2642 or go to wv/w.churchmutual.com.
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Guide others on their
Journey to Jesus

Learn how to develop
effectivestrategies for
reaching today's generation
with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Bob Whitesel describes and defines
the journey most Christians take in
our postmodern world as followers
move from lack of awareness to the
gospel through conversion to spiritual
maturity. Spiritual Waypoints is full of
interviews and personal stories from
Shane Claiborne, Dan Kimball,
Lauren Winner, Scot McKnight,
Sally Morgenthaler, and many more.
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>> RON McCLUNC

Some people
talk about their

sins as if they're
proud of them.

Embarrassed!
The young man could be brutally

honest. This visitwasno exception.
As he sal across the table from the

boardthatwouldsay "Yea"or "Nay" to his
ordination into the Christian ministry, his
statement shocked me with its candor:

"I'm embarrassed by the sinful life I
lived before I was saved. But the carnal

life I've lived since I was saved—I'm

embarrassed about that too."

Amazing! He put into words what
countless other Christians would say if
they were honest enough to admit it and
frank enough to say it.

No cover-up. No camouflage. No
sugar-coating. He just admitted it.

Less candid Christians say things
like, "Well. I know there are areas where

I need improvement."Or they may muse,
"I know I have my short-comings."

Seldom do we hear someone say, "I
really blew it. And I'm embarrassed
about it."

Admitting embarrassment
One of the reasons I appreciated the

young man's honesty is his admission of

embarrassment. Some people talk about
their sins as if they're proud of them. Or
they confess them with defensiveness.

"After all, I'm only human," they say.Or,
"nobody's perfect."

But not this young man. He was
embarrassed. Many people don't seem to
get embarrassed any more. Bad language
doesn't embarrass them. Neither does

bad behavior. But he was red-faced over

his lack of holiness.

May his tribe increase. Not the group
that lives a shameful, carnal life after

being saved. Not that tribe. But the tribe

that, when willing to admit their sins,
becomes embarrassed. Becomes cha

grined enough to want to change.

Hope for those
who want to change

God can work with people like that. If
they're willing to say, "I don't like the way
I'm living. It's not an accurate reflection of

Christ in my life. I want to change. I want
to aspire to holiness." There's hope for a
person who is willing to admit his or her
sins—and do it with red faces.

God has promised to help us when we
come to Him with embarrassment. "If we

confess our sins," said John, "he is faithful
and just and will forgive us our sins and
purify us from all unrighteousness"
(I John 1:9 NIV).

God knows how imperfect we are. He
knows that without Him, we will never

improve.So He extends His hand to people
on their knees and offers to lift us from our

embarrassment. He replaces it with
encouragement and enables us to walk
with Him. •

—Ron McClung,Assistant General
Secretary, The Wesleyan Church

"Holiness is a biblical truth, the
reality and power of which I have
felt in my own life.... Ican preach
a profound sermon, but if I am not
a godly example, I will have no
credibility. Therefore, my first
priority in communicating holiness
is to model it."

—John Maxwell,
Action, Jan.-Feb. 1988



On January 12 the peaceful and yet poverty-
stricken country of Haiti experienced a
7.0-magnitude earthquake, forever changing

the lives of three million people. Hundreds of thousands
were killed and scores were injured. Following the
tragedy, Caribe Atlantic Area Director for Global
Partners, Dan Irvine, said this would be a time when

Wesleyans could be Jesus to Haiti's citizens. And they
were. They became His hands and feet and shoulders
to the victims. They also became His voice, expressing
both His heartache and His hope.

An outpouring of Great Commandment love began
to flow. Wesleyan districts and churches large and
small sent sacrificial monetary gifts to a Wesleyan

;T=
ii

Emergency

Relief Fund, teams '
of volunteers were mobilized, field

hospitals were raised, and the sick and
wounded felt the comfort of the Christ in the

actions of hundreds of Wesleyan laypersons and
clergy. The Wesleyan Church Joined with its
primary disaster response organization. World Hope
International, to address immediate and long-term

needs of Haitians. These are just a few of the hundreds
of stories. •

"If your heart were right, then every created thing would be a mirror
of life, and a book of sacred doctrine. There is no creature so small
and worthless that it does not show forth the goodness of Cod."

www.wesleyan.org

—Thomas Kempis, The Imitation of Christ
(Quoted in Culture and Sensitivity, a blog by Wesleyan physician

and Haiti team volunteer. Dr. Steve Edmondson).
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The small boat used to transport volunteers and supplies to
The Wesleyan Church's hospital on La Gonave Island in
Haiti was simply no longer up for the job.

The rustic and old Wesleyana was both well-worn and wom out.
Just 12 miles separate La Gonave from the Haitian mainland, and a
one-way trip took 90 minutes to complete. Dean Stephenson. a lay
person from the Atlantic District, first noticed the Wesleyana's
limitations while servingwith a missionsteam that traveled to Haiti

Wesleyan Women has been serving and
giving to those in need for well over 100
years, and from this commitment we
have never strayed. See the scope of
our ministries: www.wesleyan.org/ww.

Contact us:

• ww@wesleyan.org • 317.774.7974 •
• PO Box 50434 • Indianapolis, IN 46250

•li

to do construction. As Dean and team membersbegan to talk, they
realized a new boat might better serve the island.

Lobster Boat for Sale
Dean led another team to La Gonave in 2008. Peter Wilcox, a
lobster fisherman from New Brunswick, also traveled with the

team. Through conversation, Dean learned that Peter and his
father had a lobster boat currently for sale.

La Gonave, Haiti, is home to 120,000 inhabitants, and the
only hospital available on the island is one run by The Wesleyan
Church. A boat is imperative to carry volunteers to and from the
hospital as well as supplies needed for patients.

Atlantic District Generosity Makes It Possible
In late summer 2008, others caught the vision for a new trans

porter boat, and through the generosity of many individuals and
churches in the Atlantic District, the BreezySea was purchased for
a fraction of its worth. After making a few repairs and cementing
numerous details, the Breezy Sea set sail for Haiti on November
22, 2009. Bob Colpitts, a marine captain, and Charles McNair, of
Dean's home church, co-captained the five-week voyage, arriving
in St. Marc, Haiti, on December 29.

New Boat Appears Just in Time
Never before have the Breezy Sea's voyages seemed more

important than in the aftermath of the January 12 earthquake that
rocked Port-au-Prince and the surrounding area.

The Breezy Sea has done everything from hauling supplies,
transporting medical teams, transporting the bodies of tho.se killed,
rescuing stranded World Hope students in Petit Goave and
bringing the injured to the Wesleyan ho.spital in La Gonave," says
Dean. "It appears that it arrived just in time to offer a better level
of service for our missionaries and our Haitian friends in this

desperate hour. For this we are thankful for God's provision." •

— Trlcla Allen is Public Information Coordinator

for the Department of Communications
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Colombia District Gave
in the Spirit of the Great Commandment

Like Christians of the early church, Wesleyans in the
Colombian, South America Central District gave to

meet the needs of their brothers and sisters in Haiti.

On Monday, February I, Global Partners' Ibero-American
Area Director Jarvis Ferguson arrived at The Wesleyan
Church World Headquarters with a check for $2,951 to add to
the Wesleyan Emergency Relief Fund for rebuilding in Haiti.

Rev. Ferguson had just returned from a meeting in the dis
trict where the offering was received. Also, several district

members, including two Haitians, offered to go as inter
preters, pledging to serve on a work team in Haiti during the
re-construction phase.

Dr. Jerry Pence, General Superintendent for Ibero-
American Wesleyan churches, commented on the generous
gift. "This loving expression of support for Haiti bears the
hallmark of hope and holiness that characterizes dynamic
disciples. I am grateful to see the maturing compassion and
outreach of our Colombian leaders and churches in action." •
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r Emergency Relief Funds
Helping Haiti Churches
Retired Missionary to Haiti Heads Relief Team

The Wesleyan Emergency Relief Fund
continues to be used in re-building
lives in Haiti. One example is in an

effort led by retired missionary to Haiti,
Dr. Jim Blackburn. Returning from a trip
to Haiti, Jim saw the need for supplies to
help care for medical and missions teams
assisting in the recovery and rebuilding.
Since most of the grocery stores in Port-
au-Prince or on the island of La Gonave

are closed or destroyed, he contacted The
Wesleyan Church World Headquarters
leaders and began to coordinate a special
relief effort to send food supplies.

Jim, whose wife Martha is General

Director of Wesleyan Women, said "One

of the big problems in Haiti is there is
nowhere for the volunteer teams to buy
food. There needed to be a bridge of sup
plies until the grocery markets re-open."

A Plan for Emergency Kits
Dr. Blackbum, in cooperation with The

Wesleyan Church leaders

I

and the Global Partners

department, had a plan to
supply food not only for
the volunteer teams, but

also for distribution to

Haitians through national
Wesleyan churches. Since
many of the national pastors and mission

aries lost their homes as well as their

churches, emergency kits for pastors and
their families would also be needed.

Contacts were made and shipment was

arranged. A major gift from Shunem
Ministries, hospitality and encouragement
ministry to missionaries on leave or travel
ing to the Indianapolis area, paid for air
freight to Haiti from Fort Pierce, Florida. A

22-foot truck was rented at minimal cost to

take the shipment to Florida.
Next, he arranged food and supplies

purchases with Wesleyan Emergency

Relief funds at a local grocery chain. The
Blackbums' Fishers, Indiana, garage was
soon filled to overflowing with stacks of
food and ice chest/coolers that would be

used for the pastors' emergency kits.

Many Helping Hands
Then, a steady stream of friends, family,

and Wesleyan associates volunteered to
pack the items for shipment. With

National Pastor Provides

Transportation in Haiti
Wesleyan Pastor Carlos Martinez, who lives in

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, assisted teams
going to Haiti via Santo Domingo with lodging and
transportation to the border town of Jimani.
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thanks for the assistance of Sam's Club,

Penske trucking, and Shunem Ministries,
and several Wesleyan churches, Jim
began to see the vision become reality.

The pastors' emergency kit coolers
were filled with 25 pounds of rice, a tarp,
blankets and other needs by an assembly
line of people whose hearts had been
touched by the crushing needs of the
Haitians and those who minister to them.

Skids were stacked with boxed food

items that would be distributed by Global
Partners' Caribe Atlantic Area Director

Dan IiA'ine. The Wesleyan Church has a
hostel for visiting teams, but the earth
quake had cut off electricity and water.
Food supplies would also feed medical
and missions teams on-site.

Global Partners General Director H. C.

Wilson, whose department of The
Wesleyan Church helped to facilitate and
coordinate the effort, said, "Global Partners

expresses appreciation to Jim Blackbum

for his passion and willingness to assi,st in
delivering these much-needed supplies." •



General Church News

Perfect;

Flawed, and

RedeemedBoard of General Superintendents
Announces 2010 Doctrinal Symposium

Doctrinal Symposia are sponsoredannually bythe Board of General Superintendents ofThe
Wesieyan Church to provide a forum inwhich open investigation and discussion can occur
among scholars, practitioners and leaders of the Church to achieve a clearer understanding
and refinement of our doctrinal statements and to inspirethe practiceof holy living among
our people.

The next symposium will be held June 4-5, 2010, at the World Headquarters of The
Wesieyan Church, 13300Olio Road, Fishers, Indiana. Thefocus of the symposium will be:
Wesieyan Perspectiveson Human Nature: Perfect, Flawed, and Redeemed Viewed from
theperspective of creation, carnality, and consecration, whatwas humannature intended
to be, what happened to this ideai, and can peoplebe transformed—spiritually, psycholog
ically, sexually, and socially? More information and online registration Is available at
www.wesleyan.org/bgs/doctrlnaLsymposium.

Wesieyan Pastor Addresses Huge Crowd in San Francisco

An estimated 35,000 people gathered for
the Walk for Life West Coast in the heart of

San Francisco, CA last Saturday, Jan 23. Jim
Carlow, Senior Pastor of Skyline Wesieyan
Church, was one of the speakers to rally the
troops in promoting life.

Before the rally, he shared, "If ever there
was a time to 'seize the moment' in the inter

est of unborn babies, it is now. For the first
time in decades, the Pro-Life Movement has
'wind in its back.'"

This surge was demonstrated by the
successful attendance of the rally in spite of
the cold and the rain. What was most notable

was the average age of the marchers was
very young. Approximately80 percent of the

www.wesleyan.org

crowd were Catholics, with evangelicals
making up the remaining20 percent.

Walk for Life West Coast's mission is

"to change the perceptions of a society
that thinks abortion is an answer....

It harms women and men; it divides families
and society." The goal of the rally was, "to
be a vocal and visual message that people
of the West Coast stand for life."

[www.WalkForLifeWC.com3
Dr. Carlow also spoke for a Walk for Life

Rally inOakland, Calif., on January 22, as well
as speaking at the Cathedral of Christ the
Light on Friday night, the diocesan church of
the greater Oakland area.

Michigan District
Superintendent Using
Video Reports

WestMichigan District Superintendent
Mark Gorveatte is using social media
to communicate with his pastors and
laity. The Wesieyan Church has a
total of 34 districts. His video posts
give a personal touch to the reports
of his visits to local churches,
updated news on church planting,
and news of district happenings.

In a recent study by Forrest
Research, it was determined that
"Forty-two percent of online adults
and 55 percent of online youth want
to engage with their favorite brands
through social applications."
Gorveatte's reports prove the value of
using newtechnology in reaching the
widest possible audience to share the
news of Cod's work in and through
Wesleyans in West Michigan and
throughout the world.

I

f
Did you know ...
• The unemployment rate in some

Native communities is as high as
85-90%.

• One in three Native girls/women
will be victimized by rape.

• On some reservations and

reserves, the crime rate is 20

times the national average.

• The suicide rate among Native
youth is 4-5 times the national
average.

• Only 3-5% of Natives follow
Christ.

Statistics like these remind us that

North America's first mission field is

still its greatest missions frontier!

— WNM Director Rich Avery,
www.wnam.org

Wesieyan NATIVE Ministries

WE5LEYAN LIFE 15
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Six Hundred Students

Answer the Call to
Full Time Christian Ministry
Love Mercy, the 2009 area youth

conventions of The Wesleyan
Church, attracted some 5,500

young people at four different sites
across the country. Students invaded

hotels and convention centers in

Baltimore, Charlotte, Denver, and

Louisville during the week between
Christmas and New Year's Day.
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Hundreds of

Students Respond
Students responded to the Love

Mercy theme in a practical way by donat
ing hats, gloves, scarves, and food, and
then taking to the streets to distribute the
items to local missions.

Convention planners chose a project
of providing water wells in Mozambique
and the teens responded by giving

$45,000.00. "Our goal was one well per
convention site," said Simmons, "but the

students were so generous, we are able to

provide ten wells."
Hundreds of students committed to

the Love Mercy goals, to live out the
theme verse in their daily lives. Hundreds
made a first-time commitment to Christ

and hundreds more made a recommit

ment. In response to messages in



Louisville and Charlotte by Dr. Jim
Dunn, Director of Spiritual Formation,
and by Simmons in Baltimore and
Denver, more than six hundred students

answered the call to full-time Christian

ministry.

Number of Churches
Involved increases

Attendance overall was down about

20 percent, according to Scott Simmons,
director of youth ministries for The
Wesleyan Church, but the number of
churches involved was up. 'The economy
seemed to be one big reason for the
decline in attendance," Simmons believes.

"In addition, announcements about the

HlNl virus just as we were Hearing the
registration deadline in November raised
a red flag for some people. Parents and
youth pastors were calling our office,
concerned about the safety of their young
people and wondering if we had a plan to
deal with emergencies."

Speakers Challenged
Students

Even with some potentially negative
factors at play, the spirit of the conven
tions was very positive. Speakers
presented messages wrapped around the
theme of "Love Mercy," based on Micah
6:8: "He has showed you, O man, what is
good. And what does the Lord require of
you? To act justly and to love mercy and
to walk humbly with your God."

Speakers challenged the young peo
ple to "act justly," by looking for
opportunities to make a difference in
their home communities. Under the

theme of "love mercy," speakers urged
the students to show the compassion of
Jesus in their homes and schools, to

respect the dignity of every person, and
to be the hands and feet of Jesus.

Speakers also emphasized that "walking
with God" is where they will find their
strength and motivation.

icah 6:8

More than an Event
Stressing that Love Mercy is more

than a one-time event, Simmons said the

youth department will follow-up through
the coming year by:

1. E-mailing a weekly devotional to
teens who participated in Love Mercy.

2. Encouraging local youth leaders to
develop prayer groups all across
North America, using the resources
of Claim Your Campus at
www.claimyourcampus.com.

3. Working withWorld HopeIntemational
to continueproviding fresh water wells
for the villages of Mozambique.

4. Connecting with youth pastors in their
network, providing them with the
response cardssubmitted at Love Mercy.

5. Continuing to update the youth depart
ment Web site throughout the year. •

— Staff written

World Hope International is working in
ten sites devastated by the earthquake.
• Distributing food, water, basic care Items

Fj?rsfJroviding temporary shelter
• Supplying counseling and basic medical care

• Strengthening and equipping Haitian pastors

• IVlpi)lli2ing clean-up work

• Beginning reconstruction when feasible
• Holding day camps for traumatized

children and youth

•S. Carrefour

6. Martissant

,7. CiteSoliel
8. Canape VertTurgeau

. Carrefour Feuiiie

L

Haiti Office

Port-au-Prince

Epicenter of Earthquake
7.0 magnitude (USGS) on the Richter Scale

16:53 hours, January 12,2010

4

'(WORLD HOPE
^ I;NTER.NAT10NAL.

Check the website for volunteer opportunities and updates on
World HopeInternational's effortsin Haiti. Make donationsonline
www.worldhope.org or send to World HopeInternational,
P.O. Box96338, Washington, DC20090-6338.



Physics studentswith Houghton professor, Brandon Hoffman
t t duringHoughton s cooperative summerreseordi prt^rom

wft/i G)raefl Unwersrty.
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Freshman classes taught by professors,
not grad assistants
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General Church News.. .continued

Wesieyan Leaders Hold Indiana Summit

Top-level officials of overa dozen denominations who adhere
to Wesleyan-Arminian theology met in Fishers, Indiana. The
December 4-5, 2009, Wesieyan Leaders Summit was held at
the world headquarters of The Wesieyan Church.

TWO General Superintendent, Dr. Jerry C. Pence, chaired the
eventhosted bythe Church's Board of General Superintendents.

He said the purpose of the summit was to "explore ways the
denominations can intentionally collaborate to spread the
message of hope and holiness."

Summit leaders represented the Church of the Nazarene,
Church of God-Anderson, Evangelical Methodist Church,
Church of Christ Holiness USA, Churches of Christ in
Christian Union, Missionary Church, Salvation Army, The
Methodist Protestant Church, and The Wesieyan Church.

Equip Tomorrow's Church

ii

Global Partners Is looking for people passionate about leadership development who are willing to serve at
least two years in theological education assignments. Peopleare urgently needed to continue the education
and training of pastors and church leaders in Cambodia, Guyana, Suriname, PNG, and Mozambique. PARTNERS

www.globalpartnersonline.org • mobili2ation@w0sleyan.org • 1.800.707.7715



District and Local Church News ... continued

Wesleyan Neighbors Helping Neighbors in Ohio

inTipp City, Ohio,neighbors
are helping each other infe-I-- today's tough economy.

^ SkyviewWesleyan Church is
doing its part by providing
free Wednesday evening
meals to help those in the
Dayton area hit by the

country's economic recession. Since May 2009, the church
has been feeding 40 people eachweek, many of whom have
experienced layoffs and unemploymentin recent months.

Autism Ministry Hosts Event at Penn-Jersey
District Church

Siftings

liftings
Wi(t»urwilKtnift JuM K#«p« pn HMplnp On

i

What does a 102-year old woman
who has written eleven books have

in common with a minister who

served forty years at one church?
Both stories appeared in the latest
issue of Siftings, a quarterly
newsletter for retired Wesleyan
ministers. If you are a minister and
not receiving Siftings, contact us at
communication5@wesleyan.org.

Bethlehem Calvary Wesleyan Church hosted the fifth Autism
Respite Care event. Participants included 21 autistic children,
48 parents and siblings, and 23 volunteers. The parents were
given 4y2 hours of free time, and the children were led in
age-appropriate crafts, games and activities.

College and University News

Instead of enjoying fall break with family,
the Oklahoma Wesleyan University
School of Nursing sponsored a medical
mission to the Lydia Patterson Institute
in El Paso, Texas.

"This missiontripwas required as the
clinical component of our nursing mis
sions course," says Dean Becky Le. "We
are particularly passionate about this
coursebecauseit isan opportunity forus
to live out our mission, to be Christ's
hands and heart to touch the world one

person, family, and community at a
time."

Ten student nurses, one alumnus, Le,
and V.P. Dr. Randy Thompson, traveled
together to El Paso on Sunday, October
11. The missionteam provided 150 health
screenings to the school's new students.
Assessments included blood pressure.
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heart rhythm, scoliosis,
vision. Formany of the institute's
students, it was their first health
assessment ever.

In addition to the health

screenings, nursing students
taught health classes, partici
pated in chapel services and
presented skits about faith in Christ.
Student nurse Charissa Cogan said,
"I enjoyed getting to know the students
at Lydia Patterson Institute and falling in
love with the Mexican culture." Fellow

student Sarah Godwin said, "We made
friendships that showed God's love for
them, it touched my heart when we were
saying goodbye and these four little girls
kissed my cheek like we were family.
The trip was eye-opening, incredible, and
fulfilling."

Lydia Patterson Institute is a
private Christian school affiliated with
the International Association of

Methodist Schools, Colleges and
Universities of which OKWU is a

member. It is four blocks from the

Mexican border and serves students in

grades 6-12 with a predominately
Hispanic student population.

—reported by Dr. RandyThompson



College and University News ... continued

SWU Students, Alums Part
of Haiti Missions Relief Team

Olympic Torch Blazes
through Sussex

Bethany Bible College and the town of
Sussex, New Brunswick, Canada,
welcomed a run of the Olympic Torch
on November 24. The 2010 Winter

Olympic Games started in fellow

OKWU Student

Becomes U.S. Citizen

Two Southern Wesleyan University
students and four alumni were among a
14-member missions relief team that

left for Haiti on a nine-daytrip to deliver
medical supplies and provide medical
treatment to earthquake victims.

They had been planning a mission
trip to Haiti for several months. But the
January 12 earthquake that unleashed
death and destruction on the poor
island nation gave the mission a new
urgency.

Led bySWU alumnus Greg Edmonds,
the team left from the SWU campus in
Central, S.C., on a bus bound for Atlanta,
wherethey would fly to Miami, then on to
Santo Domingo in the Dominican
Republic. The top priority for the mission
relief team was to provide immediate
treatment of the earthquake victims'
injuries. The South Carolina District of
The Wesleyan Church sponsored the
medical relief team and collected more

than $20,000 in donations and supplies
for the disaster relief efforts.

Canadian city, Vancouver, British
Columbia, on February 12.

IWU's Long-Awaited
Chapel-Auditorium Dedicated

Foralmost two years,the Indiana Wesleyan
University community had witnessed the
new chapel-auditorium being built, rafter-
by-rafter, brick-by-brick, seat-by-seat.

But when IWU President Henry
Smith announced on January 13, 2010,
"The day is finally here," those attend
ing the dedication seemed to agree that
the completed chapel-auditorium far
exceeded the sum of its individual parts.
Most of the 3,800 seats were filled as
community guests joined the IWU
family for the celebration.

History of Frankfort
Wesleyan Bible College Published

. A HISTORY

MELVIN SMITH

www.wesleyan.org

Alumnus Melvin

Smith has written

a book about the

history of Frankfort
Pilgrim College,
an educational

institution of the

former Pilgrim Holiness Church in
Frankfort, Indiana. It opened in 1927
and, except for a temporary closing
during the Great Depression, continued
serving the church until 1972. During

its last three years, it was renamed
Frankfort Wesleyan Bible College. It
produced a dozen denominational
leaders as well as numerous district

superintendents, college administra
tors and faculty, pastors, and more
than 100 missionaries. The book,
"Frankfort Pilgrim College: a History,"
is available from Wesleyan Publishing
House for $10.00 plus $4.00 for ship
ping and handling.

Oklahoma

Wesleyan University
student Kossi Gaglo
was sworn in as

a United States

citizen on January 13
at a Naturalization

Oath Ceremony in
Owasso, Oklahoma.
Kossi was born and

raised in Togo, West
Africa,

churchITbuilding
C.'OX.Sl'I.TAN I S, l\C.

• Serving MidwestChurchesfor 20 years. •

Planners, Architects, Construction Mgt.
Real Estate, Financial Consulting

Charles Muir, Architect

Lee Dominguez, r.e. Broker
www.ChurchBuilding.com

(630) 260-1177
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Egypt National
Superintendent
Remembered

National Superintendent

J ^ of The Wesleyan
Standard Church of

Egypt, Rev. Ibraheem
Hanna Soliman (68),
died Wednesday,
January 26. Serving as
national superintendent

since 1995, Rev. Soliman was also
pastor of the Shoubra Church in
Cario, Egypt.

Former missionaries to Egypt,
Reverends Earl and Doris Conley,
said, "Rev. Ibraheem was one of

our boys." He was raised under the
ministry of the Conleys during their
60-plus years as missionaries in
Egypt. Earl Conley, now retired,
brings a missions team to Egypt each
year. He, along with Central Canada
District Superintendent Rev. Don
Hodgins, were with family members
and attended the January 27 funeral
services.

Board of General Superintendents
Chair Dr. Jo Anne Lyon said,
"The Wesleyan Church is saddened
by the death of Rev. Ibraheem Hanna
Soliman. He was a man of vision and

compassion whose life and ministry
truly enriched the Kingdom, and
whose efforts helped forge the
successful work of the Wesleyan
Standard Church. We thank God

for his earthly journey and for his
heavenly coronation."
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Bauer, Herman R. (93)
Herman Bauer was a resident of Fort

Wayne, Indiana, at the time of his
death. A layman and charter member
of Community Wesleyan Church in
Elkton, Michigan, Henuan, along
with his wife Zelma, were active in
the ministry of the church until their
retirement. He is survived by two
daughters and one son, six grandchil
dren, and seven great-grandchildren.
Services were held in Fort Wayne,
Indiana, with his son-in-law. Rev.
Jerry Brecheisen, officiating.

Johnson, Rev. Martin C. (61)
Rev. Marlin C. Johnson was a resident

of Forest City, N.C. at the time of his
death. He was the former minister of

Mount Olivet Wesleyan Church in
Liberty, N.C. for four years before
moving to Forest City where he
served as the minister of Trinity
Wesleyan for the past 18 years.
He is survived by his wife, Susan
Dewalt Johnson.

Meeks, Darlene C. (76)
Darlene Meeks died February 6,
2010, in Brooksville, Florida. She,
along with her husband Paul, served
as Wesleyan missionaries in the
Philippines, Zambia, Albania, and
as mi.ssionaries-at-large. Following
their retirement they served on staff
at College Wesleyan Church in
Marion, Indiana. She is survived

by her husband, Paul, three sons
and one daughter.

Vardaman, Rev. Robert E. (82)
Rev. Robert Eugene Vardaman died
January 29, 2010, in Marion, Indiana.
He pastored Wesleyan churches in
Indiana, Michigan, Tennesse, and
Missouri, and served as chaplain
at Colonial Oaks Health and

Rehabilitation Center in Marion after

retirement. He is survived by his wife,
Margaret, three sons, and one
daughter.

Waddel, Kathryn A. (54)
Kathryn resided in Redmond,
Washington at the time of her death.
Wife of Wesleyan pastor Rev. Darrell
Waddell, she was executive director

of Health Sciences at the University
of Washington Medical Center in
Seattle. Kathryn is survived by her
husband Dairell and daughter Allison.
A memorial was held February 25,
at the University's Health Sciences
Center.

Cod is our refuge and strength,
an ever-present help in trouble.

Therefore we will not fear, though
the earth give way

and the mountains fall into the

heart of the sea,
though its waters roar and foam

and the mountains quake with
their surging.

Selah

There is a river whose streams

make glad the city of Cod,
the holy place where the Most

High dwells.

Psalm 46:1-4 NIV



"To be an effective pastor

of spiritual formation,

God must be doing a

transforming work in

my own life. That's why I

chose Wesley Seminary."

Paul Tillman

Pastor ofSpiritual Formation

Lighthouse Ministries
Wesleyan Church
Sacramento, Caiifornia

Master of Divinity Student

Seven Reasons to Choose

Wesley Seminary at Indiana Wesleyan University
Spiritual: focus on spiritual formation throughout the program

Missional: stay in ministry while pursuinga degree that centers on outreach and service

Integrated: do practical ministry with biblical and theological integrity

Economical: save time and money with a streamlined program and low tuition rate

Personal: pursue your degree online or in the classroom

Relational: build deep bonds as you move through the program with the same group ofstudents

Leading edge: study with expert facultyat one of the nation's largest Christian universities

To learn more about the 75-hour Master of

Divinity or 36-hour Master ofArts degrees

at the new Wesley Seminary at Indiana

Wesleyan University, call our admissions office

at 877-673-0009 or visit wesiey.indwes.edu.

WESLEY
SEMINARY
INDIANA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY

4201 South Washington Street • Marion. IN 46953



The Wesleyan Church
P.O. Box 50434

Indianapolis, IN 46250-0434

Follow the latest news and updates on Wesleyan.org.
Updated regularly, you can see how God is changing
lives in Wesleyanchurches of all sizes. A special page
on Haiti relief and rebuilding can also be found on
the denomination's Web site.

facebook is a social networking site that
continues to be a popular avenue

for communicating news. The number of "fans"
on the Church's Facebook page has surpassed
4,100. Interact with other Wesleyans worldwide
through questions and story link.s. Become a
Facebook fan of The Wesleyan Church today
and stay informed with the latest news.

Keep Updated on Wesleyan News
The Department of Communications (DOC) of TheWesleyan Church is eagerto
keep you informed. Whether you're looking for information on a Wesleyan event.
General Church, district or local church news, Wesleyan college or university sports
news or personal stories for your faith walk, DOC provides several ways for you
to stay informed.

Wes/eycm Life, the denomination's historic
print publication, is also available online.
Wesleyan Life Online features exclusive
stories, blog posts, and information not
found in the print version.

Become a news reporter for The Wesleyan Church by sending your stories,
photos, and videos to communications@wesleyan.org. Help keep Wesleyans
worldwide informed on what God is doing as the Church "fulfills the Great
Commission in the spirit of the Great Commandment."

You can also follow the Church on

According to the site. Twitter is a "real-time information network
powered by people all around the world that lets you share and
discover what's happening now." News and information is posted
throughout the day. Begin "following" the Church today on
Twitter. And "retweet" the information to your own followers.

\

www.wesleyan.org
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The 12th General Conference

of The Wesleyan Church
Lexington Convention Center • Lexington, Kentucky

June 2-6,2012
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An

OAR

WATER

©Iyfirst canoe outing was witha
girl I liked. Both of us were

teenage landlubbers and neither of
us had life jackets, so she probably didn't
realize she was literally putting her life in
my hands as we pushed away from the
dock. Going straight was no problem, but
tuming proved to be another matter.
Fortunately, a friend in another canoe saw
our plight and told me to put my oar in the
water and use it to steer the canoe.

Needless to say, we survived the adven
ture—although I don't think the girl was
very impressed.

Visiting over a restaurant table recently,
a friend's story brought that distant lesson
back to mind. He said, "A guy I used to
work with told me how he faced a difficult

leadership challenge." The man he was
referring to was an administrator who
needed the support of some skeptical team
members for a new initiative. Obvious

winds of resistance were stirring as he
entered the room to meet with them. He

said, "I began by telling them I was putting
my oar in the water." The unusual
metaphor got their attention. Someone
asked what he meant. "Well," he explained,
"I'm just one person in the room, but I am
responsible for setting a course for us to
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follow. So I'm going to put my oar in the
water today to guide us where I believe we
need to go. We can only get there by work
ing together, though. I hope you will trust
me enough to go along with this new direc
tion and help provide the energy to get us
there."

1 call that leading from the back of the
boat. It's a style that illustrates four good
leadership lessons regardless of what the
leader's role in the church may be.

LEADERS KNOW WHERE TO GO

The New Testament writer James noted

the power of small things to make a big dif
ference by pointing to the rudder that turns
a great ship (James 3;4). The principle
relates to Christian leadership also. A leader
determines a ministry's direction—prayer
fully, thoughtfully, and courageously.

The Wesleyan Church's vision is to
spread hope and holiness everywhere by
"fulfilling the Great Commission in the
spirit of the Great Commandment." In
other words, our course is set on being an
intentionally missional denomination; we
are people sent and empowered by God's
Spirit to participate in His mission of rec
onciling the world to Himself through
Christ. Being missional is about loving.

Leading from
the back of

the boat

worshiping, and imitating God wholeheart
edly and loving, evangelizing, discipling,
and serving others at the same time.

Imagine what it will look like as thou
sands of us tum our hearts in this direction

simultaneously. Today there are just over
1,700 Wesleyan congregations in North
America, and there are churches or preach
ing points in over 5,(X)0 places worldwide.
Is it unreasonable to imagine an intention
ally missional church doubling its
fnjitfulness and becoming a denomination
of 3,500 churches in North America and

10,000 churches worldwide by 2020? Such
miraculous growth and far-flung impact is
not far-fetched. Multiplication is already
happening among us in all sorts of places.

Welcome Wesleyan, a tiny, struggling
chapel in the cotton fields near Elberton,
Ga., declined until just one other person
was worshiping on Sundays with Pastor
Angelo Trunzo and his wife Marie. But a
new sense of divine purpose and possibili
ties gripped them. They stepped out in faith,
rented a building, and started a thrift shop,
food bank, and outreach center for their
mral community. Today, over twenty attend
their worship services, two-thirds of whom
volunteer each week at the outreach center

to meet and greet more of their neighbors.



In the last five years, He Sapa (meaning
Life) Wesleyan Church in Rapid City,

S.D., led by Pastor Larry Salway, has grown
to be America's largest known Lakota Sioux
evangelical congregation.

On the other side of the state, Keith

Loy, founding pastor of Celebrate, a young
Wesleyan church in Sioux Falls, S.D.,
reports 2,058 persons have become Christ-
followers in just the past eleven months.
Celebrate (recently running over 4,000 in
its own worship services) already planted a
daughter church in Dell Rapids, and will
launch a satellite ministry in Fargo, N.D.,
in the summer of 2010.

Hayward Wesleyan's average atten
dance of 646 represents one-fourth of the
total population of its hometown in
Wisconsin. A few years ago, Pastor Mark O.
Wilson and the Hayward church parented a
new church in Minong, a neighboring small
town, and they have also started an inten-

result in a group committing itself to row in
sync.

We see it exemplified among us in the
blossoming Hispanic Wesleyan move
ment. Over 100 new Spanish-language
churches were planted in the United States
in the last decade because thousands of

disciples joined district superintendents
and pastors in putting their oars in the
water too. In 1999 there were 326

Wesleyan churches in 11 Spanish and
Portuguese-speaking countries. Now, ten
years later, there are 553 churches in 19
countries—not because of a single leader's
resolve, but because thousands of individ

uals caught the vision of working together
for Christ.

Leaders go nowhere until others pull
together and provide the energy to achieve
God's purposes. It's a glorious sight to
behold when faith, hope, and love make it
happen.

Thoughtlessness can send a ministry over
a waterfall into certain disaster. Reading
the rapids wisely though, a leader will
anticipate the best way forward and make
the right adjustments in time to give
everyone onboard a bit of a thrill as they
get through the danger, and the rush of
relief that comes from knowing they are
now closer than ever to the goal God has
in mind for them.

LEADERS AVOID THE ROCKS

Every joumey encounters some major
snags along the way. What are some big
rocks that might keep you as a leader, your
local church, or The Wesleyan Church as a
denominational family from fijltllling our
God-given missional priorities?

Fear. Lack of accountability.
Unbelief. Refusal to submit to God's will.

Unnecessary, inflexible policies and
procedures. Failed communication.

The leader Is responsible for setting
the course for others to follow.

tional outreach to tribal people on the
Ojibwa Indian Reservation next door.

The Wesleyan Church of Mozambique,
led by National Superintendent Graca
Nhatelo, has more than doubled in ten
years, from 83 local churches in 1999 to
over 187 now.

What do these ministries all have in

common? A leader who put an oar in the
water and set the course for where he or she

knew God wanted His people to go.

LEADERS GO NOWHERE

WITHOUT OTHERS

If yours is the only oar in the water,
are you really leading anyone? Leaders
determine an organization's direction, but
their determination alone is insufficient.

In the words of H. Dale Burke, every
healthy leader must admit, "1 am a limited
resource."'

Christian leadership, in particular,
depends on inspiring others to strive
toward a common destination. It's called

alignment—motivating others to follow
Christ with us, to become as much like

Him in character and behavior as we can,

and to join Him in His world-transforming
mission. For any ministry to achieve God's
purposes, a leader's oar in the water must

www.wesleyan.org

LEADERS READ THE RAPIDS

It was a bit scary because I'm not a par
ticularly good swimmer, but 1 have enjoyed
Whitewater rafting a few times. Shooting
through rising, falling, chuming rapids at
breakneck speed can do just that—break a
neck! I admire the ability of Whitewater
guides who are experts at putting an oar in
the water at just the right time to speed
things up or slow things down—maneuver
ing a kayak or canoe or raft into perfect
position to negotiate treacherous stretches
of river.

In the same way, you also have to
admire good leaders who learn how to
navigate churches and ministries through
changing times and circumstances. While
desirable, growth and progress can multi
ply the challenges of leadership. Waves of
change can pile up, creating twists and
turns and currents and hydraulic zones that
throw things off course and into peril.
Leadership calls for managing change by
regulating its pace and occasionally adjust
ing course, so that others can catch up and
keep up without giving up.

Generational shifts and worship style
changes that many local churches are
currently experiencing demonstrate why
this leadership skill is so important.

Distrust. Poor stewardship. Prayerlessness.
Overconfidence when humility and cau
tion are called for. Not evaluating past
performance. Not preparing for future
challenges. Lack of unity. Doing too
much. Fatigue. Growing lazy or compla
cent. Letting saboteurs onboard who do
not share the same vision. Distractions.

Conflict. Competing opportunities.
Losing sight of the ultimate goal.

An oar in the water is a leader's best

tool for avoiding some of these barriers or
for finding the safest way around those that
simply have to be braved. Leaders deserve
respect who keep a ministry focused on
doing God's will, while saving it from run
ning aground on destructive obstacles.

Leadership is about directing, inspiring,
pacing, and protecting God's people as we
work together to fulfill the missional pur
poses to which He calls us. Awesome
adventures await those who are bold

enough to lead from the back of the boat. •

1. H. Dale Burke, La;ssIs More Leadership: 8 Secrets
to How to Lead & Still Have a Life (Eugene, OR:
Harvest House Publishers, 2004), p. 33.

Jerry G. Pence is a General Superintendent
in The Wesleyan Church, Fishers, Ind.
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Spiritual
Awakening

©here are times when the Holy Spirit wants to
take one's faith to a whole new level, when He

takes the lid off human limitations, times when

He desires to expand hearts and minds of what is possible
and what He'd like to see happen. Both in a city and a
region," says Chris Conrad, director of church planter
development for the Department of Evangelism and
Church Growth (E&CG) of The Wesleyan Church.

Eastem New York/New England District Superintendent
Paul James envisioned taking a prayer and vision tour
with a few of his pastors throughout the district on which
they serve. The district encompasses eastem New York,
Vermont, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Massachusetts,
and Connecticut.
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Vision Trip Born
Many of the district's churches are located in rural,

mountainous areas, yet within the six states of the district
there are an estimated 20 million inhabitants, many of
whom don't know Christ. Rev. James and Rev. Dean

Brown, pastor of Ridge Road Wesleyan Church in
Queensbury, N.Y., and district director of Evangelism
and Church Growth, dreamed together about a vision
trip. The result surprised even them.

Forty individuals (pictured) departed from Albany,
N.Y., on a chartered bus on March 8, 2010, and spent two
days traveling through communities in several slates,

stopping to pray for churches, colleges and universities,
govemments, and institutions.



Also on the tour were Dr. Jo Anne Lyon, General
Superintendent and interim general director of E&CG;
Central New York District Superintendent Wayne
Wager; Lynn Ensign, pastor of Mt. Pisgah Wesleyan
Church in Smithfield, Pa., and E&CG director in

Central New York; West Michigan church planter Rev.
Phil Struckmeyer; Chesapeake District Superintendent
Rev. Stan Hoover; North Michigan church planters
Rev. and Mrs. Wayne and Amy Otto; Ryan Kozey,
founder of Infinity Alliance; and several pastors and
spouses, and special guests.

Stops Along the Way
Poughkeepsie, N.Y., New Haven, Conn., Providence,

R.I., and Boston, Mass., were among the cities the
group explored. Included in the stops were visits to Ivy
League universities Harvard, Yale, and Brown, where
the group talked with students and faculty and prayed
on cobblestone campus sidewalks.

"The quiet hallways and pristine walkways bespoke
the spiritual barrenness that was evidenced by all," says
Rev. Brown, of the institutions known for intellectual

and cultural superiority.

A tour atop the Prudential Building, the second
tallest structure in Boston, allowed the group to see
miles of the historic city. Rev. James commented that
there is only one Wesleyan church within those miles.

"As a district superintendent, these are 'my' people,"
said Rev, James. "I am responsible for them."

"We observed just how huge our vision and deter
mination must be if we're to reach this city," says
Rev. Brown.

Trip Purposes
The purpose for the tour was to search out places to

plant new churches. The group also witnessed firsthand
the vast area encompassed by district and saw the need
to pray for the places in which the United States began
as a nation.

The district envisions planting five churches in the
next five years but recognizes that they can't accomplish
this feat alone. Anyone who is led to help in the church
planting process either by short or long-term involve

ment may contact the district office at 518.793.4565 or
ds@enynewesleyan.org. •

,4-

... is another reason to talk to Church Mutual.
Now's the time to let the company that protects more than 100,000 religious centers conduct an
on-site analysis of your risks and insurance needs. It's free. And while we can't promise you lower
premiums, in many instances we have found ways to save policyholders money.

Our expertise, financial strength and size — all are good reasons to let us make sure you have the
coverage you need •— no more, no less. Simply call 800.554.2642 or go to www.churchmutual.com.
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First
Spain Hosts

District Conference
he Wesleyan Church of Spain
took an important step forward

by hosting its first district conference/convention,
a three-day celebration held April 23-25.
The ministry in Spain began in 2001 under the leadership

of pioneer missionary Rev. Daniel Ortega from Argentina. In
2006, the ministry joined The Wesleyan Church with one con
gregation. The vision of church multiplication lead by Rev.
Ortega has resulted in the formation of seven additional young
congregations located in southeastern Spain. The total Sunday
attendance in Spain is approximately 375 people.

During the three-day event, held in Elche, Spain, praises to the

Lord rang out under the theme: New Wine in New Wineskins
(Matthew 9:16-17). Global Partner missionary Rick West read

congratulatory letters from the Board of General Superintendents,
Dr. Jerry Pence; Global Partners, Dr. HC Wilson; Area Director
Rev. Jarvis Ferguson; and Rev, Benjamin Galarce, President of

GP Rebuilding Haiti
The nation of Haiti suffered great loss as a result
of the January 12 earthquake.

The Wesleyan Church of Haiti saw 61 churches,
29 schools, and 15 parsonages damaged or
totally destroyed.

i

In the first month

following the quake,
more than 700

Haitians found Christ

in Wesleyan churches
and attendance has

increased 25-30%.

the Ibero-American Wesleyan Fellowship. Rick and his wife
Clara spoke, along with president of JIBACAM (the Ibero-
America Wesleyan Missions Movement), Luis Azofeifa, and his
wifeZulay, president of Wesleyan Women for the Ibero-American
Area. The Azofeifasare pastors and leaders in Costa Rica.

The spiritof revival isevidentin theChurchinSpain.Recently
a young Muslin student from Africa put his faith in Jesus and is
now a strong personal evangelist. The young congregation in the
city of Hellfn converted a former tavern into a place of worship.
Peopleare comingto knowChristin Spain,the mothercountryof
Latin America.

Pray for Rev. Daniel Ortega and the newly elected district
board of administration as they plan the next steps of church plant
ing, discipleship, and provide for the preparation of pastors. •

—Reported by RickWest

photobyLuke Renner,Firesi It's time to rebuild—they still need your help!
Contact Global Partners to get involved. Pray—Give—Go!

www.globalpartnersonline.org | 800.707.7715 | globalpartners@wesleyan.org

U
Global

Partners
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WANTED:
Compassionate people to invest in
World Hope International's efforts

to relieve suffering and injustice
in Haiti, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Zambia,

Mozambique, Indonesia, and Cambodia
through education, enterprise

and community health.

Your investment is critical

to this ongoing work.
Make contributions online at w\vw.worldhope.org

or send to World Hope International,
PO Box96338 Washington, DC 20090-6338

For specificprojects needing funding, contact
Scott Drury at scottdrury@worldhope.net

or 1-888-466-4673.

rri^ORLD HOPE
iN T t R N A T I O N A L .
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Depicts

Church's
Mission

Sculptor Rick Wienecke, center, with
Dr. and Mrs. Wilbur Williams

ore than 100 guests witnessed the unveiling of the "Amazing

J..:- Love" statue framing the west entrance of The Wesleyan

Church World Headquarters in Fishers, Indiana.

Headquarters employees, church and community leaders, and special

guests joined in the May 3 celebration, as artist Rick Wienecke unveiled

the two-piece bronze sculptures. A Canadian native and present Israeli

citizen, Wienecke flew to the United States to attend the ceremony and

unveil his sculpture: a piece representing the father and son in the parable

about the lost son in Luke 15.

Gripped by the message of

the New Testament while visiting

the Holy Land, Wienecke became

a bom-again Christian during a

gospel presentation at the Garden

Tomb. Since then, his dedicated

artistry has gamered attention

throughout the world. Wienecke's work is seen on several Wesleyan cam

puses, including Southern Wesleyan University, Indiana Wesleyan

University, and 12Stone Church in Lawrenceville, Georgia.

The sculpture was made possible through gifts from Drs. Wilbur and

Ardelia Williams (professors at Indiana Wesleyan University), the

Wesleyan Investment Foundation, and The Wesleyan Church.

WESLEYAN LIFE 9
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"I vividly
remember

making the
decision to

aWoyN Christ to
write my life

story."

Siirrender
©ycall to full time ministry came at an early age.Iwas adopted at age four

by Rev. Ken and Brenda Dykhoff. I accepted Christ into my heart shortly
thereafter. At the age of 14, I was sanctified at a youth leadership camp

called Frontline Training Camp. I vividly remember making the decision to
allow Christ to write my life story, to be completely sold out to Him, His call. His
ministry, cind His best for my life. It was not an emotional decision but one where
my will was shaped completely by and for Him.

Called to Ministry
I heard it once said that when we are fully engulfed with Christ we are like

a drop of red dye in a glass of water. Though the water is still fully present, it
is overpowered by the dye. Hearing this, the Lord showed me that I do not lose
my identity in my surrendering to His will: 1simply surrender my independ
ence to be engulfed in His Holiness.

Growing up in a pastoral home came with a lot of hands-on insight into
ministry; the good, the bad, and the ugly. 1 remember having to come home
from our yearly family vacation for a funeral, 1 was so mad! 1thought, "Of all
times someone has to die. Why couldn't they wait one more week?" Though
it seems childish now, that attitude caused my call to remain donnant for two
years after 1 graduated from college. My call was partly suppressed by a
romantic connection that quelled any leadership and ministry drive within me.
After the relationship was broken, 1 again .sensed the call into full time min
istry, which led me to further my education at Asbury Theological Seminary.

Called to a Deeper Walk
The pursuit of a higher educational level led to the consideration of ordi

nation through The Wesleyan Church. Through my studies in a church history
class, my sense of a deeper relationship with God began. As the class was
studying monasticism, the devotion these men and women had for seeking
God's face and their longing to be closer to Him challenged me to seek His
face devotionally.

This challenge was strengthened even further when studying Christian
mysticism and what being in a close relation.ship with an invisible God truly
meant. There came a time after this in-depth study when 1 sensed God call me
to a deeper walk with Him. 1 did not fully know what He was asking at the
time, but it changed my love for God eternally.

From these experiences 1 have sensed a burning inside to share Christ with
others. The goal of my life, my call, and my ministry is simply to lead people
to the Cross. •
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Shawnda Dykhoff Is a ministry student
at Asbury Theological Seminary.

Entire
Sanctification

-t-i

esleyans believe in a second work of
grace done by God in the believer

following their conversion to Christ.
Called "entire sanctification" (or "being filled
with the Spirit"), it is accomplished by the Holy
Spirit through faith, perfecting the believer in
love and empowering that person for effective
service. It is followed by lifelong growth in
holiness.

STEPS TO

ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION:

BE SURE YOU ARE BORN AGAIN.

"Because you are sons, God has sent forth
the Spirit of His Son into your hearts . .."
(Galatians 4:6).

ADMIT YOUR NEED. "The good that
1 will to do, 1 do not do; but the evil I

will not to do, that 1 practice" (Romans 7:19).

SURRENDER EVERY AREA OF YOUR

LIFE TO GOD. "I beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies a living sacrifice . .."
(Romans 12:1).

ASK IN FAITH. "... how much more

will your heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to those who ask Him!" (Luke 11:13).

BELIEVE THAT GOD HAS FINISHED

THE WORK. "Now this is the

confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask

anything according to His will. He hears us.
And if we know that He hears us, whatever we

ask, we know that we have the petitions that
we have asked of Him" (1 John 5:14-15).

A SUGGESTED PRAYER:

"Lord, 1need to be filled with your Spirit. 1give
You every area of my life in total commitment
and sunender. 1 believe You will cleanse me

from inner rebellion against You and fill me
with Your presence and power. Amen."



Ohurch boards and church bodies are often vocal when
they are unhappy with their pastor. In one large denom

ination, it was reported that 1.460 ministers were forced
to resign in one year—that equates to four per day, 28 per

week, and 122 per month. Statistics within The Wesleyan Church
are not nearly that dramatic. Becau.se it requires the approval of the
district board of administration, the forceddeparture of a pastor in
our denomination is rare. However, the possibility of being voted
out by a congregation or being convinced to resign by a marginal
vote is real.

If a pastor's resignation is perceived as forced, it may cause
an exodus of the pastor's most loyal supporters from the congre
gation. It takes the parting pastor's energy to hold those people in
the church. If the pastor is wounded, he or she may not have the
strength to minister effectively to those hurts. To minimize
losses, an army of committed Christians must attempt to salvage
those who have been hurt. Often, those experiencing the most
hurt do not have a long history in the church.

Here are some simple actions that can help to heal people and
preserve relationships when a pastor and congregation part under
difficult circumstances.

1> Demonstrate Love Toward the Pastor
Pour out your love on the pastor's spouse and family. They

are leaving—and moving too. Children can be sensitive about the
perceived rejection of a parent. They know their parent has sac
rificed time with them to meet church needs. If the pastor's kids
are teenagers, give extra love and pray earnestly that they will
find good friends at their next school. Some pastors' children end
up rejecting God because of how they view their parents' treat
ment by the church. Recognize, too, that the spouse's security has
been ripped away. Show love and sincerity to the entire family.

2m Reach Out to Recent Attendees
Take note of those who are new to the fellowship. They will

undoubtedly feel the loss most keenly and are the most likely to

leave. People's loyalty is first directed toward the pastor and only
later becomes directed to the church. If they believe some people
were responsible for the pastor's departure, they will find it easy
to leave, sometimes leaving the church altogether. Do your best
to minister to them.

3a Love Thosewith Whom You Disagree
Love the people whom you perceive to have forced the pastor

to resign. God does not negate our responsibility to love one
another just because we disagree—even if we see others as ene
mies. Ask God to give you increased love for them. Act in love
rather than react in anger.

4a Become involved in Church Governance
Encourage participation at the local church conference. Every

year, church members gather to elect those who will serve in
leadership. Attend the meeting and elect those most representa
tive of the body. This process exists to ensure that church
leadership reflects the will of God for the congregation as
expressed through the collective decision of the local body. It is
also a means of creating change when that is needed.

When a pastor's resignation is perceived as having been
forced, emotions can run high. This is a critical time in the life of
any congregation. If you are walking through this difficulty,
spend much time in prayer and fasting. Ask God to reveal to you
how to show love to the pastor and his family. Pray for those
most affected by the change and those whom you believe caused
the departure. Often, it is just one family or even one person that
stands in the gap. Be that person! •

Ronald D. Kelly is General Editor and served for
15 years as a district superintendent

in The Wesleyan Church.

Overcoming
^ Pastor's

Forced
Departure

RONALD D. KELLY
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TESOL

Urban Ministry
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DEGREES AVAILABLE
Accounting
AddictionsCounseling
Adolescent Ministries

Art

Art Studio
Ceramics

Computer Graphics
Illustration

Interior Design
Painting
Photography
Printmaking

Athletic Training
Biblical Literature

Biochemistry
Biology

Internationa Re ations

Composition
Education (K-12)
Performance

Philosophy
Physical Education
Physics

Applied Physics(engineering)
Computational Physics

Political Science

Psychology
Recreation

Equestrian studies
Outdoor education

Therapeutic
Religion
Sociology
Spanish
Writing
Youth Ministry

Administration

istry
lldren's Ministry

Christian Education
Christian Ministries

Christian Worship
Church Music

Communication Studies

Computer information Systems
Computer InternetDevelopment
Computer Science
Computer SoftwareEngineering
Criminal Justice

Economics

Education
Art (K-12)
Biology (5-12)
Chemistry (5-12)
Elementary (1 -6)
English (5-12)
Exceptional Needs (K-12)
Mathematics (5-12)
Music (K-12)
Physical Education (K-12)
Science (5-12)
Social Studies (5-12)
Spanish (5-12)

English
Entrepreneurship
Exercise Science

Rnance

General Studies

Health Promotion & Wellness

History
Intercultural Studies-

Missions

Pre-Prof^slonal Ffograms
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Pre-dentistry

Pre-engineering
Pre-faw

Pre-medicat

Pre-optometry
Pre-pharmacy
Pre-physicat therapy
Pre-seminary
Pre-veteiinary
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International and
Community Development

International Relations

Journalism

Leadership
Management
Marketing
Mathematics

Media Communication

MedicalTechnology
Music, Applied
Music Theory/Composition
Nursing
Political Science

UNIVERSITY

Psychology
Public Relations

Recreation Management
Religion & Philosophy
Social Studies

Social Work

Spanish
Sports Management
Sports Ministries
TESOL (Teaching English to
Speakers of OtherLanguages)
Theatre

Writing
Youhi Ministries

Pre-Professionai Programs
Pre-Dentistry
Pre-Medicine

Pre-Occupational Therapy
Pre-Optometry
Pre-Pharmacy
Pre-Physical Therapy
Pre-Physician Assistant

Pre-Veterinary

GRADUATE PROGRAMS
Business Administration

Community Health Nursing
Counseling
Education Management

Ministry
Organizational

Leadership (Ed.D.)
Primary Care Nursing

2201 Silver Lake Road

Barilesville, OK 74006
(800) 468-6292
Email: admissions@okwu.edu

Website: www.okwu.edu

DEGREES AVAIUBLE
Accounting
Behavioral Science

Biblical Studies

Biblical Studies/Worship Arts
Biochemistry
Biology
Business Administration

Chemistry
Christian Ministry
Christian Missions/Persecuted

Church Ministry
Church Music

Communication Arts

Cross-cultural Ministry
'. Double Major:

Leadership in Business
Administration &Managementof

Human Resources

Elementary Education
English

- English Bible
Exercise Science

General Science

:t.;,Generai Studies
^History
jHistory/Politlcai Science
'l^instrumentat Education

Intercultural Ministry
.Unguistics

^iMathematics

Mathematics/Computer Science
Music Education

Nursing
Office Administration

Pastoral Counseling
Pastoral Ministry
Pastoral Ministry/Biblical Studies
Pastoral Ministry/Youth Ministry
Physical Education
Political Science

Pre-Professional Programs
Pre-Dentistry
Pre-Law

Pre-Medicine

Pre-Optometry
Pre-Physical Therapy
Pre-Seminary
Pre-Veterinary

Psychology

Secondary Education
Business

English
Mathematics

Science

Social Studies

Social Studies/History
Sociology
Sports Ministry
Vocal Education

Youth Ministry

Adult and

Graduate Studies

MBA

Business (Managementor Finance)
RNtoBSN

Church Administration &Leadership
Organizational Managements Ethics
Associate of Arts

AssociateofApplied Science
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©any Grimes, director of
women's ministries at First

Wesleyan Church/ALIVE in

Central, S.C., learned just enough

about the atrocity of human trafficking to

make it impossible to stand by and do

nothing. In the spring 2009, she and the

women at ALIVE organized a community

forum.

THE CHURCH RESPONDED

The church responded powerfully to

the community forum, realizing that something more

had to be done. Rather than starting from scratch, the

church looked at the places in its community and in the

world where it was already investing. ALIVE had already

worked cooperatively with Frontier Care Ministries in East

India. This group of 22 national pastors serves unreached

people groups on the borders of Bhutan and Nepal. And

when ALIVE contacted their director about sponsoring an

anti-human trafficking training event on location, he

responded positively. He knew about local brothels and

realized that the rural, poverty stricken villages his organi

zation worked with were particularly at risk for

trafficking.

STEP OF FAITH

In partnershipwith KristinWiebe at World Hope

International, ALIVE committed to raising the

$13,000 requiredfor the Hands that Heal curriculum

to be presented to national leaders in East India.

"I had points where I wondered if this was

ever going to happen," admitted

Beth Peterson, assistant pastor

at ALIVE. The women's min

istry at ALIVE held a yard

sale to raise money for the

training and the church con

tributed money from its own

budget. Combined with generous dona

tions from World Hope International and Wesleyan

Women, the target amount was within reach, but more was

still needed. The congregation at ALIVE stepped in and

closed the gap, contributing the necessary funds.

"All these different groups and individuals came together

and gave sacrificially. It was God because it couldn't have

been done alone. It was a miracle!" said Peterson.

TRAINING IN INDIA

In November 2009 twenty Indian national leaders were

trained by Wiebe in Silchar, India. Trainees included pastors

Fight
Against

Trafficking
Continues

ANDREA SUMMERS



from FrontierCare Ministries, Wesleyan district superintend
ents, Wesleyan lay leaders, and representatives from other

evangelical groups in East India.

"It has been a great blessing to participate," said one par

ticipant. "Had it not been for the training program, we would

have been in complete ignorance and darkness of this heinous

crime going on right in front of our face. This training has

been an eye opener. We have made a deep commitment to

train others."

A local pastor who works for World Hope with community

health and rural development in eastern India said that the

training would help to carry on the ministry in a better and

healthier way for the people in east India.

LEADERS SEE BENEFIT

These national leaders are doing strategic planning now to

see how they can best care for those who have been trafficked

and educate rural communities.

"Because many of these leaders work with unreached peo

ple groups along the Nepal and Bhutan borders, they will be

taking the information about human trafficking to at-risk vil

lages," according to Peterson.

ALlVE's faith and obedience to initiate this kind of min

istry will continue to have far-reaching effects that will not be

JA1wW'WC7MEN

Membership only $80 ^
(includes shipping) II

All new resources especially designed for women's
groups. Member groups also receive 20% off
Wesleyan Women merchandise.

LOVE Books! selections are available from WPH

(www.wesleyan.org/wph).

Additional online resources will be available to

members of Women Connecting!
To join, contact:

General Office of

Wesleyan Women
PO Box 50434

Indianapolis, IN 46250

phone: 317.774.7974
www.wesleyan.org/ww

e-mail: ww@wesleyan.org

fully known until we reach heaven. But Peterson insists that

some of the effects are tangible right now within the congre

gation. "This has given a sense of purpose to the unrest and

injustice that we felt when we learned about human traffick

ing. It has been powerful to know that we are a part of what

God is doing."

ALIVE STILL ACTIVELY FIGHTING
ALIVE continues to work against trafficking. The

congregation sent two lay people to the Wesleyan Women's

Hands of Hope training in September and are strategic in

organizing two fall training events for The Wesleyan Church's

southern area, to be hosted at Southern Wesleyan University.

They are also working with the South Carolina branch of

Not for Sale, a campaign fighting human trafficking, and

partnering with another local church that is actively fighting

human trafficking. •

Andrea Summers is a writer and member of the

adjunct faculty in the adult professional studies
program at Indiana Wesleyan University.

Power of the Internet

The Internet isn't powerful because

it connects you to information,

but because it connects

you to other people.

—Michael Buckingham, Leadership Journal
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©ill and Gloria Gaither, internationally
known gospel songwriters and record

ing artists, were inducted into the Indiana
Wesleyan University (IWU) Society of World
Changers during a convocation on March 24.

The university's new 3,800-seat chapel audito
rium was filled nearly to capacity for the tribute to
the Gaithers, who live about 20 miles south of

campus in Alexandria, Ind.
They were the seventh inductees into the

Society of World Changers, which was established
in 2003 to honor people who serve as the salt and
light of their generation.

A highlight of the convocation was a tribute fea
turing Gaither music by a 200-voice student choir

and the 50-member IWU orchestra. The university
had commissioned Jay Rouse, a long-time colleague
of the Gaithers, to arrange the musical tribute.

OVERWHELMING GRATITUDE

Bill and Gloria Gaither both used the word

overwhelmed several times to express their feel
ings about being named World Changers.

"It's always amazing to hear something you
wrote in the solitude of your life, something you
really didn't think about at the time, whether it
would relate because it's out of your guts," Gloria
Gaither said. "And then to see those moments that

you try to capture make their circle around the

globe and come back to Indiana Wesleyan
University to hit you back in the face today. It's
pretty overwhelming."

Bill Gaither said it was a special thrill to hear
another generation singing and enjoying their music.
"This is overwhelming," he said. "You don't start
out to do what you do to get awards. You do what
you do as a songwriter because you have something
you think can make a difference in people's lives.

"I love the spirit of this place. When I walk into
a place like this, I am renewed and say to the cyn
ics, let them come to Marion, let them sense what

I sense here this morning. It will make a difference
in your life."

GAITHER RECEIVES HONORARY

DOCTORATE

In addition to being honored as a World Changer,
Bill Gaither received an honorary doctorate from

IWU. Gloria Gaither received a similar honor when

she spoke at an IWU graduation in the spring of 2002.
The Bill Gaither Trio was formed in 1956 while

Gaither was a college student. Six years later, he
married a teaching colleague, Gloria Sickal, who
would eventually become his songwriting partner.
The Gaithers decided in 1967 to devote their full

time to music. Together they have published more
than 700 songs, recorded 40 albums, produced 100
videos, and founded a music company.

Gaither Music includes a record company, con
cert booking, television production, copyright
management, a retail store, recording studio, and
telemarketing department. •

—Alan Miller is the director of university relations at
Indiana Wesleyan University.

JJYou don't start out to do what you do to get

awards. You do what you do as a songwriter

because you have something you think

can make a difference in people's lives."
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MARLENE CHASE

The

Terrible

X

Loyalty
How terrible If this creature coming toward us now with a

half-smoked cigarette in pouting red lips were my own child,

©he wasn't one of our group, but came from what we
suspected as a liberal church. She didn't quote

Scripture, at least not from any version we could recog
nize, and that made her suspect. Besides, she had too much

make-up on; she woie a mini skirt and a tattoo on her left arm.
Scripture tells us that "a tree is known by its fruit" (Matt. 12:33).

We busy fruit inspectors couldn't place a definitive tag on her,
and that made us nervous. Nevertheless, we invited her to par
ticipate with our group of women from church who were
meeting to discuss possible outreach projects. Our little-known
friend added no commentary on the subject.

TALKING ABOUT OUTREACH
At lunch time she and I walked downtown to grab a quick

lunch before going back to our deliberation. As we approached
the local McDonald's, a young girl about the age of my youngest
daughter stepped out from a run-down building. She was the per
fect example of the type of troubled youth we'd been talking
about helping with our outreach project.

A skimpy denim top and leather mini skirt barely covered the
essentials. Dyed platinum hair slipped over her forehead and
spiked above ears from which gaudy bangles. She walked
unsteadily, bulging purse banging her bare thigh. Her puffy eyes
made her look as though she'd been up all night. She glanced our
way briefly.

I remember my quick revulsion and relief as I thought about
my own children, who were responsible and active in our
church. How terrible if this creature coming toward us now with
a half-smoked cigarette in pouting red lips were my own child.
Didn't this rebellious girl realize she was exposing herself to
lung cancer?
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INTIMIDATED BY SUB-CULTURAL

APPEARANCE
I turned to say something to that effect to my companion, but

saw her step falter and her eyes darken in profound sadness. Her
forehead wrinkled and her lips trembled slightly. She pressed
ahead as though she would run to her and then hesitated as the
girl gave a toss of her head and disappeared into a video store.

We stood bewildered on the street, not sure what to do. Then

my friend said wistfully, "Now there's a girl who could really
use a hug!" I got the message.

We had seen the same girl, but I had been intimidated by her
sub-cultural appearance and the way her demeanor affected me.
My friend had embraced this lost girl in her heart. I realized
which one of us had a true spirit of caring, a servant heart that
"loved without hypocrisy" (Ro. 12:9).

LOVE FROM THE CENTER
"We are all in the same boat in a stormy sea, and we owe each

other a terrible loyalty," G.K. Chesterton wrote. The "terrible
loyalty" we owe is love because of the debt of our own unlove-
liness. Jesus said, "He who has been forgiven little loves little"
(Luke 7:47). He didn't mean that some have little need for
redemption, but that too many do not sense their own desperate
need of God's forgiveness.

To Jesus, the self-righteousness of the rich young ruler must
have been repulsive, for God hates sin. Yet "Jesus looked at him
and loved him" (Mark 10:21). That is the kind of love we
need-not a calculated, frugal expense of our borrowed selves,
but love from the center occupied by our Lord Himself, the true
Shepherd.*

Marlene Chase is a retired minister in the Salvation Army
and formerly editor in chief and literary secretary for

Salvation Army publications in the United States.



Church Planting Continues
In Northeast Ohio

The Greater Ohio District of The Wesleyan Church is working

hard to establish a culture of church planting. The district currently

sees a great deal of momentum in Northeast Ohio where they have

planted their second church in just a short 24-month time
frame. The district partnered with Pastor Dave Bever Jr. to plant an
inner city church called New City that has experienced significant

success since the two years following its launch.

The New City church plant in inner city Cleveland, under the
leadership of Pastor Dave, is launching the second church just 13.5

miles away in what is considered the market place of Cuyahoga
County. While New City is a unique church in its own right-by
merging hip-hop and contemporary Christian worship in order to
reach an urban culture-the unique planting style continues in this

newest church plant called Elevate North that currently meets in a
local restaurant. The permanent home for Elevate North, however,
is in a store front inside a local mall, which boasts over 160,000

visitors a month (and 17,000 every weekend).

The focused effort of Pastor Dave and his team is to plant

churches, incorporating the idea to "move where they [the people]

move." Pastor Dave says, "If you want people to worship with
you, you must live among them and show them the gospel in

action."

"When we plant churches in Northeast Ohio, it is part of the
expectation that we will plant again," Pastor Dave continues.
"While we don't know the exact time frame, we know that multi

plication is part of the Great Commission and until the Lord
returns we will work relentlessly to plant churches that win the lost
and disciple believers toward maturity in Christ."

The Elevate North church sees the opportunity to engage a
community at large by having a presence in the market place and
being intentional with its strategy to engage, to serve, encourage
with absolute truth, and to elevate lives holistically by being the

church that is seen and not merely heard. To learn more about the

church, visit www.elevatenorth.com.

ELEVATE C ORTH
ENCACC . ECOURAGE I EtEvATE

www.wesleyan.org

District News

Community Based Ministries Holds Forum

The Wesleyan Church's Evangelism and ChurchGrowth(E&CG)
department helda forum for community basedministries on April28.
Meetings were held at the Church's world headquarters in Fishers,
Indiana.

Sixteen individuals participated in discussion regarding the
future of community based ministries in and for The Wesleyan
Church. The heart between community based ministries is simply to
help churches meet needs in their communities, whether physical,
spiritual, emotional, or mental.

Dr. Charles Massey of Buffalo,NY, served as a guest speaker who
challenged the groupthrough hisown experiences and lessons learned
in this area of ministry over the last several decades. Individuals who
servein community based ministry capacities at theirchurch (whether
ordained ministersor lay persons), brought fresh and creative ideas to
theE&CGdepartment on howto increase the number of congregations
who are involved in this area of ministry. Pastors and leaders were
shownpractical "nextsteps"thatcanbeusedin theirownareasof min
istry at the local church level. Resources will be made available soon
to those interested in learning more.

'The Holy Spirit really met with us in a very tangible way," says
Chris Conrad, director of church planter development for E&GC.
"He challenged, helped, and encouraged us to lay out a clear set of
'next steps' to help more Wesleyan congregations experience the
incredible joy that comes when we are involved in community based
ministries. It's exciting to think of what will happen when lives are
transformed by the gospel through churches getting more involved in
the community and bringing God's kingdom to those situations and
places He so desperately wants to transform."
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Obituaries

General Superintendent Emeritus J. D. Abbott, 1922-2010
Dr. J. D. Abbott, General Superintendent

Emeritus of The Wesleyan Church, died Mar. 6 in
Elkhart, Ind., at the age of 87. Dr. Abbott was
elected to the Board of General Superintendents
at the 1968 merging conference of The Wesleyan
Church, having previously served as General
Superintendent of the Pilgrim Holiness Church.

He was bom Sept. 29, 1922, in Wyoming, Del.,
to John Wesley and Mary (Hoggs) Abbott. On July
11,1943, in Dover, Del., he married Gladys Kirkendall. She
survives, along with two sons, John D. (LeAnn) Abbott Jr.
of Indianapolis and Kenneth W. (JoAnn) Abbott of Bristol;
eight grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren.

Converted and sanctified in early childhood. Dr. Abbott
became a member of the Pilgrim Holiness Church and grad
uated from the former Eastern Pilgrim College in
Allentown, Pa. Ordained by the Pittsburgh District
Conference in 1944,he was a Wesleyanminister for over 50
years, pastoringchurches in Chestertown, Md., Richeyville-
Bentleyville Pa., Warren, Pa., and Cambridge, Md.

As a leader in the Pittsburgh District, he served as
youth and Sunday school secretary and was district sec
retary from 1945 to 1949. In 1953 he was elected district

superintendent of the former Eastern District, and
served for seven years.

Elected to general office in the Pilgrim
Holiness Church in1960, Dr. Abbott was Secretary
of General Sunday Schools and Youth; Executive
Director of Pilgrim Pension Plan; and General
Secretary-Treasurer. In 1966 he was elected
General Superintendent of the denomination. At
the merger of the former Wesleyan Methodist

Church and the Pilgrim Holiness Church, he was elected
as one of four General Superintendents and served on the
Board of General Superintendents of The Wesleyan
Church for twenty years. In 1988 he was appointed
General Superintendent Emeritus.

He served on various boards, including those of
Owosso College, Eastem Pilgrim College, the Christian
Holiness Association, the National Association of
Evangelicals, and the World Methodist Council.

J. D. Abbott's honors included membership on the Delta
Epsilon Chi (the honor society of the Accrediting
Association of Bible Colleges), and was cited for "out
standing achievement" as a minister and granted the Alumni
Achievement award by the EPC Alumni Association.

The current Board of General Superintendents, in expressing appreciation for Dr. Abbott's service, said, "As a younger
leader himself at the time, he gave the prime years of his life to shapingthe young Church's government and values, overseeing
massive corporate restructuring, clarifying the Church's theological identity, and shepherding it through times of great threat to
its future, as well as tremendous opportunities for growth."

J

Holiness Can't Be Hurried

Some years ago we often sang ahymn, "Take Time to Be Holy." Iwish we
sang it more In these days. It takes time to be holy; one cannot be holy In

a hurry, and much of the time that it takes to be holy must go into secret prayer.

Some people express surprise that professing Christians today are so little like

their Lord, but when I stop to think how little time the average Christian today

puts into secret prayer the thing that astonishes me is, not that we are so

little like the Lord, but that we are as much like the Lord as we are.

—Reuben Archer [R- A.JTorrey quoted in "Reflections," www.christianitytoday.com.

IP .tjA
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Berry, Shelley Lynn (56)

Shelley Lynn Berry was a resident of Conyers, Ga.. at
the time of her death. She graduated from Indiana
Wesleyan University and Asbury Theological Seminary.
Later Shelley worked as the dean of women at United
Wesleyan College in Allentown, Pa. While working in
Allentown, she met her husband of 29 years, Rev. Dan A.
Berry. Shelley and Dan began working in pastoral min
istry in 1982 with The Wesleyan Church. They pastored
in Pennsylvania, New York, Indiana, and most recently
in Georgia. Rev. Dan A. Berry is the superintendent of
the South Coastal District of The Wesleyan Church.
Shelley served the district as the district office adminis
trative assistant. Surviving with her husband are two
sons with their wives and two grandchildren.

Cheney, Sandra Kay [701

Sandra Kay Cheney was a resident of Zeeland, Mich., at
the time of her death. She was a lifelong member of Central
Wesleyan Church in Holland, Mich., where she worked as
an administrative assistant for many years. She was
involved in the church as an organist and Living End
sponsor. She served the West Michigan District as director
of Wesleyan Women for a time. Sandra was preceded in
death by her son, Steven John, in 1972. She is survived by
her husband of 47 years, John, three daughters, and 12
grandchildren.

Elkinton Jr., William H. (79)

William H. Elkinton, Jr., was a resident of Maryville,
Tenn., at the time of his death. He pastored churches in
Kansas and Alaska, held revivals in various communities,
and taught Sunday school. He is survived by his wife of 55
years, Margaret Alma Tremaine, three daughters, and
eleven grandchildren. He was preceded in death by a son,
William (Hank) H. Elkinton, III and a daughter, Camilla
Joy Elkinton.

Jack, Rev. Gerald H. |78]

Rev. Gerald Jack was a resident of Brooksville, Fla., at

the time of his death. Rev. Jack pastored several Wesleyan
churches in the Central New York District during his 38
years of ministry. He spent five years as pastor for an inter
denominational church in Puerto Rico through Global
Partners. He also served as northeast area youth president,
a member of the General Board of Administration, chaplain
at Syracuse University, and on many district and local
boards. He received the Pastor of the Year Award in the

northeast area in 1989. He is survived by his wife, Kristin,
four children, and eight grandchildren.

www.wesleyan.org

Obituaries

Lecates, Janice [70]

Janice Lecates was a resident of Greensboro, Md., at
the time of her death. Mrs. Lecates served alongside her
husband. Rev. Bruce O. Lecates, in pastoral ministries for
49 years. Together they pastored in Wesleyan churches
throughout Maryland, Texas, and Delaware. She also
served in various local, district, and denominational lead
ership roles for Wesleyan Women. She was on the
executive team for the Chesapeake District as well as the
registrar for Demon Wesleyan Camp. Janice was pre
ceded in death by her husband. Rev. Bruce O. Lecates.
They are survived by their three daughters and ten grand
children.

McCallum, Joy E. (63)

Joy E. McCallum was a resident of Marion, Ind., at the
time of her death. She worked for Indiana Wesleyan
University. Joy served with her husband. Rev. Charles J.
McCallum Jr., in Wesleyan churches for many years.
Survivors include her husband; son. Rev. Chad J. (Julie)
McCallum; daughter, Teresa L. (Kevin) Batman; parents.
Dr. and Mrs. Robert (Elizabeth) Mclntyre; and seven
grandchildren.

Sheridan, Dr. Harold "Red" (81)

Dr. Harold "Red" Sheridan, DVM, was a resident of
AUendale, Mich., at the time of his death. Dr. Sheridan
was a veterinarian for 54 years. He served on the board of
IndianaWesleyan University. He was an active member of
Life Stream Church (formerly AUendale Wesleyan) his
entire life and served as church treasurer for over 30
years. Dr. Sheridan was preceded in death by his wife,
Vera(DeYoung) Sheridan in 2001 and his brother, Darrell,
in 2008. He is survived by his wife, Mary Ellen
(Syswerda) Sheridan, two sons, one daughter, and five
grandchildren.

Less than Two Dollars

Today, 2.6 billion people-

AO percent of the world's population-

live on less than $2 a day.

—Relevant
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What's Changing, What's Not

ThingsThat are Changing. Multi-site churches. Social media.
Internet campuses. Online giving. Declining mobility rate.

Things We'll See Changing Soon. Women as teaching
pastors. Missionaries coming to North America. Funerals.

Things That Should Be Changing But Aren't. Greener
churches. Ministries to the "encore" generation [55 and
older]. Remote church offices.

—Dave Travis, Leadership Journal, www.leadershipjournal.net
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Two ways
to read

Wesleyan
Lifel

Wesleyan Life Print Edition
You can receive Wesleyan Life in a print edition as well
as online. Many prefer a hard copy of the magazine:

• You like the "in-hand" feel of the book or magazine.
• You can share your copy with friends who aren't online.
• You can sign-up for a home delivery subscription

(Minimum $10 donation).

• Youcan use it as a personal or church outreach tool.
• You can givea gift subscription (Minimum $10 donation).

Join the Wesleyan Life community today!
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during Houghton's cooperative summerresearchprogram
wHh Comefl University.

Houghton
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Our CHRISTIAN LIBERAL ARTS approach to learning engages your

MIND and HEART. From our 1300-acre campus in HOUGHTON. NY

to exploration of cultures in EAST AFRICA-YOU are INVOLVED.
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A Special Place

Submission is a gift only a woman can give.
Men can have a servant's heart, but they cannot
be submissive in the way a woman can. They
were not created to be; women were.

God made a special place for women—a
place of cherishing and protection—within the
physical, emotional, and spiritual strength of a
man. It is not to stifle or to abuse her, but to

care for her. It is the design for a relationship
conceived in the very heart of God who does all
thines well.

kJ! KJ-)

—From Reflecting Beauty by Valerie Bender Quesenberry,
Wesleyan Publishing House, www.wesleyan.org/wph

Extending Grace to Your Spouse
Why do we extend grace—especially over and over—

to our spouse?
• First, because God is a God of grace; he freely extends

it to us. and "it is by grace you have been saved"
{Ephesians 2:8).

• Second, because it's a healing and restorative force. As

God extends his grace to us and as we in turn extend
grace to our spouses, we become better friends and
lovers and can even experience deep and renewed levels
of trust.

• Third, we extend grace because it's the only way to have
a great marriage that lasts. Our spouses aren't perfect.

And neither are we. Grace allows us to have a great mar

riage anyway. And learning to extend that grace (which
is neither ignoring faults nor demanding change) will
nnike you a better, more CHiristlike pereon.

—Michael Sylsnia in "Saving Grace"
eNewsletier Archives. Best of2009

www.inliinaiemarriage.oig
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What Every Facebooking Couple
Should DOto Protect Their Marriage!

• Create boundaries to protect yourself, your
spouse, and your marriage.

• Set your relationship status to "married"
and keep it that way.

• Update each other on your FB friends and
friend requests.

• Share your usemame and password with
one another.

• Make your spouse the topic of your status
updates at least once a week.
—Jason and Kclli Krafsky. lurp://marriagejimkie.coml

Building Intimacy with Your Child
Intimacy requires entering into our children's worlds.

One way to do this is to ask our children questions that take
us to the deepest places of their hearts and then listen for
what God is saying and revealing about their hearts.
Consider questions like the following:

• What is your greatest fear right now?
• What do you worry about?

• What do you need more of from Mom and Dad?
• What do you get really angry about?

• What do you get really sad about?
• What are your greatest dreams?
• What are your greatest joys?

—Jim Burns, www.faniily.org
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Correction: In the article, "Fight Against Trafficking Continues," published in the summer issue, several inaccuracies
regarding the anti-trafficking efforts at FWC/ALIVE in Central, South Carolina, were missed. Thanks to Executive Pastor
Peter Wood, Assistant to the Senior Pastor Beth Petersen, and to Mrs. Marty Grimes, who leads the church's effort against
human trafficking, for bringing this to our attention. We value the readers' attention to the accuracy of our informational
content. Your comments and suggestions are always welcomed.

—Jerry Brecheisen, managing editor, brecheij@wesleyan.org.



Discover the Boost

Church Planting Brings
to your Church

Qs the hot Oklahoma wind
blew through the open win

dows of our well used Ford,

the words and facial features of my
father were being emblazoned on my
childhood memory. I can still see
them. As he entered a town he would

scan the neighborhoods for church
buildings. If he didn't see what he was
looking for he would squint, and then
declare, "This town needs a Holiness

Churchl" A conversation would then

ensue between my mother and father
as to the best way to begin this ven
ture. Next a strategy would begin to
form from a series of questions:

FALL 2010

• "Where?"

• "When"

• "How?"

• "Who?"

I would listen intently from the
backseat of the car, joining excitedly
in their dreams. I knew those dreams

would soon become a reality: I had
seen it happen many times.

A Heart for the Broken
Today we would call my parents

"church planters." They would simply
call themselves "pastors." Both
ordained ministers, Mother and Father

had a heart for broken people. Many

JOANNELYON i..

times they would go Into a city, put up
a tent and start services. Those who

were converted in the services would

then become the nucleus of a new

church. Other times they would rent a
vacant building located in an area
easy to reach and just start holding
services—and often a core group from
a nearby church would help.

Or they would meet at someone's
house for what they called "cottage
prayer meetings." I remember this
question being posed in the prayer

meetings: "Who are the worst sin
ners in this town?" Immediately
prayer began for the folks mentioned.
The "sinners" had no idea what was



going to happen to them! Over a
short period of time, we would see
"the worst sinners in town" repent and
joyfully begin walking with the Lord.
(There are many powerful stories of
God's work in the generations that

have followed these conversions.)
Names like, "daughter church,"

"venue," or "satellite church" hadn't

been coined. We Just simply referred
to the new church as "another church."

However, the relationship was just as
strong from the church (the "mother

church") that started it.

Back to the City
A few months ago I heard Richard

Meeks, district superintendent of the
East Michigan District, give a brief
history of the Wesleyan churches in
Detroit. "Back in the '50's we had

Detroit First, Detroit Second, and

Detroit Third," he said. He went on to

name the outlying cities where these
churches had moved over the years.
Then he suddenly announced, "But,

God is calling us back to the city!"
(For a minute I thought I was hearing
the words of my father.) Rev. Meeks

told of the marvelous doors God was

opening in urban areas of the district.

My parents' strategy questions
echoed in my mind: 'Where? When?
How? Who?"

From those questions, I ask a

third: "Why is God calling us back to
the city?" The recent statistics give
us an answer: 80 percent of their
population is unchurched. This is no
uncertain sound! As I travel from dis

trict to district, I see that numerical

gains happening In those districts
are from churches planted within the
past 10 years.

Now remember this is not just
about statistics, It is about people dis
covering eternal life through faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ—a faith which

then pours itself out into the neigh

borhoods of the city. "A city gets
transformed when neighborhoods
marked by the gospel are redeemed,"

www.wesleyan.org

says J.R. Keer, pastor of Park

Community Church in Chicago.

Creative Church
Multiplication

Church planters have more tools
available to them today than ever

before—assessment, training, prayer
partners, financial support, and the
list continues. But today's church
planter tools are not only strengthen
ing the base, they are fostering
creative strategies.

An example of creative church
multiplication, among many happen
ing throughout North America,

is New Life Church In La Plata, MD,

a Washington, D. C. suburb. The
Wesleyan congregation has planted

two churches on its own property—in
different buildings. One was started
in the garage. That "daughter
church," still known as "The Garage,"
outgrew its space and needed to use
the "Mother Church" facility—so
"Mother" moved to a school tem

porarily, and is now building a
larger facility on the original church

property.

Lowell, Michigan, is a small town
outside Grand Rapids. The Wesleyan
Church has been there for many
years. In the past few years this
church has seen rapid growth; but

several years ago a group from the
church planted a "daughter church"
approximately twenty miles down the
road. Then, the daughter church sent
some of its folks to another small

town to plant a "granddaughter
church." That church is sending folks
to plant another . . . and the story
goes on and on. The numbers of
people impacted from that first church

plant Is in the thousands.

Now We Have Hope
In the North Woods of Wisconsin, a

Wesleyan church in the small city of
Hayward began to grow, impacting its
entire community—and a Native

American Reservation nearby. Down
the road, in a village of several hun
dred residents, where you wouldn't
think it would be a place to plant a
new church, the Hayward church did
just that!

I was privileged to be at Hayward
Wesleyan a few months ago. A
woman came up to me during the
fellowship hour and said, "Our com
munity was a very hopeless place to
live In before this church came, but

now we have hope." As I heard her
words my mind raced throughout
North America to urban centers,

small towns, mid-sized towns, or

rural areas. Are they hopeless?
There are 115 million unchurched

people in North America who are
waiting for the hope of Jesus. There
are people of every culture living
"down the road" from you.

What would happen if leaders in
every Wesleyan church in North
America started strategizing about
how they could plant another church
from their congregation within the
next two years?

If you would be willing to take a
bold step of faith to plant a new
church, you can be sure of several
things:

• God will help you reach the
unchurched.

• Church planting opportunities
will open.

• The Holy Spirit will guide and
empower you.

• The Wesleyan Church leader
ship will assist you in every way
it possibly can.

I look forward to what will happen
through you and your congregation. •

is a General Superintendent
in The Wesleyan Church.

WESLEYAN LIFE



A Passion to Reach the Nation of Canada

o
ailing It a renewal of the district's

"Passion for Canadians to reach

the nation of Canada with the life-

changing message of the gospel,"

the Central Canada District of The

Wesleyan Church approved an "Emerging

Regions Strategy" at the July 2, 2010,

Central Canada District Conference. The

strategy provides framework for develop

ing new ministry regions within Canada

that will "emerge into fully established

districts."

District Superintendent Rev. Donald

Hodgins commented, "This is truly a new day for The

Wesleyan Church in Canada."

The Lake Region (southwestern Ontario) and The

Western Canada Region (Manitoba, Saskatchewan,

and Alberta) have been identified and regional directors

have been appointed. Rev. Mark Parker will be the
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Central Canada Adopts
Emerging Regions Strategy

regional director for the Lake Region and Rev.

Laurence Croswell will be the regional director for the

Western Canada Region. Read the historic news

release and more information about the Strategy at

www.wesleyan.org. •

A quick sketch of the current
state of the world
• 1 billion people have never heard Jesus' name

• 115 million unchurched people in North America

• 1.5 billion Muslims

• Asians, Africans, and Hispanics currently make up one-fourth of the U.S.
population

• By 2042 the majority of the American population will be non-white

• 38 million foreign born in the U.S. or 12.5% of the population

• Canada received 247,243 new immigrants in 2008

• Globally this year more people will be living in urban areas than in rural areas

• 1 billion hungry people globally

• 27 million slaves in the world for the purposes of labor, sex, begging, and body parts

• Global economy shrinking

• Global nuclear threat

—Board of Genera/ Superintendents, "2010 State of the Church"
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Heartwarming Church Planting Stories

elieve in
Divine Appointments?
Church Planter's Message

Pastor Matt was preaching a series from the Lord's
Prayer. He shared how our Heavenly Father is the per
fect father. And as he expounded on that, he mentioned
the fact that there are too many times when our earthly
fathers do not liveup to that standard. Butour Heavenly
Father is always loving, always faithful, always caring,
always wanting the best for us—even at an unimagin
able cost to Himself. Steve, a homeless man living at
the town shelter, was in the congregation that day.
Steve shared with Pastor Matt that morning a little of
the "father pain" in his life that had contributed directly
in a severe way to him being who he was and In the cir
cumstances he found himself in. Then he said that for

the first time in a long time he felt able to trust God that
morning because of the message Pastor Matt shared.
The whole church was shocked on Monday morning to
receive the word that Steve died in his sleep that same
Sunday night.

Church Plant Praise Team Practice
Pastor Jonathan received a strange call from

another pastor in town. "Did Billy Cooper get saved at
your church sometime in the last two weeks?" "No.
Not that I know of. And I think I would have known

that." The other pastor was sure he had the right
church, but Pastor Jonathan didn't have a clue who

Billy Cooper was. Meanwhile, the worship pastor says
that he has to tell the senior pastor something. A wor
ship band from a church plant was practicing the other
night downstairs and they propped the doors open
because it was too hot and . . . well, these two
vagrants wandered in to listen to the music. And on

their way out, one of them stumbled and broke a
planter stand. Guess what. When the story finally ail
came together, Billy Cooper was one of the two "unin
vited guests" and he got under conviction from
hearing what the praise band was singing and on his
way out, he and his friend stopped to pray in the hall
way and gave their hearts to Christ. And he told his

www.wesleyan.org

DAN LeROY

family he got saved at that church. He died a short time
later, and his family was anxious to verify the story Billy
told them. And Billy had no idea that God propped the
door open for him.

Pastor Changes Sermon Plans
Pastor Kerry went to church on Sunday morning

wrestling with God over the sermon. God won. Pastor
Kerry changed his plan and God honored him by anoint
ing him in an unusual way. There was quite a move of
the Holy Spirit on that service that morning. The second
service was as dead as a doornail. What was going on?
A little girl had talked her mom into coming to church the
Sunday before. The single mom came back to church
alone, on a "divine appointment Sunday" to that
"divinely altered" service where the pastor preached a
sermon on last chances that he had never planned to
preach that day. Then she died in her sleep from an
aneurism later that week. When they checked her
response card, she had clearly marked, "I am rededi-
cating my life to Christ today."

So do you believe in divine appointments? God has
called us to step with faith into broken lives, broken
homes, broken relationships and broken communities,
and He has promised us He will give us every place
where we set our foot. Let's press on! •

—From Carolina Wesleyan newsletter, used with permission.

DanLeRoyserves as North Carolina East district superintendent.

o Fish!

Nobody has ever caught afish in the bathtub or the backyard
wading pool, and you won't catch opportunities by waiting

around for them to come to you. The chances of catching a fish
increase greatly when you go fishing.

—Mark Wilson, "Go Fish," www.wesleyanlifeonline.com



I

am the product of a church plant. My mother's

family affirmed the doctrine of scriptural holiness

and my father was saved as the result of a tent

meeting that was used to gather a core group of
people to plant a church in Roxana, Delaware. Over

the years that church has sent a number of people

into the ministry and into the service of The
Wesleyan Church. The list includes a General

Treasurer, district superintendents, college faculty,

and wife of the pastor of one of the Church's largest

congregations.

There has been a host of people who have found

Christ, who either have gone home to be with the

Lord or who are serving Christ because the pastor

of the Roxana church believed In church planting.

During his pastoral career, Pastor William H.

Vickers planted over 20 churches in the Delmarva

Peninsula. I stand amazed that one man could be

so effective in church planting.

Sometimes the possibility of planting a church

close to our church scares us. Is it easier to love

church planting when the plant is located fifty miles

away—not five miles away? As a pastor I initially
struggled when a new church was coming into "my
territory." Local church leaders may have the same

trepidations. But why is there hesitancy to plant
another church? Are you afraid of church planting?

8 FALL 2010

Four Strategies for Breaking the Barriers
to Planting a New Church

Are You Afraid of
Church Planting?

RONALD D. KELLY

1. Are you afraid of someone invading
your turf?

Your "turf' may include a geographical area that
includes the homes of your church's people. There

is the idea that if another church is planted within its

circle it will diminish its ability to attract new people.
Studies prove the opposite is true. Your church has
a style and personality that will minister to a specific
segment of your community. You will not lose out
because another evangelical church moves in.

2. Are you afraid you will lose your best
leaders?

Yes, you may lose leadership—at least tem

porarily. Usually it is the spiritually sensitive people
who volunteer to help start a new church. And spiri
tually sensitive people are the ones who are getting
the work done in your church. Even if some of your

leaders make a short-term commitment to a church

plant, there is the possibility they may never come
back. But over the forty-plus years of my ministry, I

have seen it time and again, that when God calls
leadership from one church He raises up leaders to
take their place. The kingdom of God Is always in
the building mode.



3. Are you afraid that a church plant will
become a competitor?

Some think that planting a new church, especially
nearby, wili lessen their opportunity for growth. "Why
doesn't our district just invest In us—and help us
grow?" Fact is, it's never just about "us." Jesus said
to look to the harvest fields that are ripe and pray that
the Lord of the Harvest wiii send workers into those

fields. It's not about preserving our location, it's about
fuifiiling Christ's Great Commission.

So cast ali your fears on the Lord. And then work

on your own strategy.

• Develop a broader view of God's kingdom.
He is more interested in peopie becoming a
part of the Kingdom than whether or not they
walk in your church door.

• Recapture the spirit of the New Testament

church, it was a "sending church." Do God's

math: When a church has 90 people on a

Sunday morning and four them go to start a

I//y
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WORLD HOPE INTERNATIONAL. INC.

Equipping...to Serve
Building a stronger church overseas!

Your $34 month investment ($408 per year) in future
church leaders enables them to reach their potential
and equip them to fulfill God's plan and purpose
for their lives.

A gift of $100 (or any amount) to the Bridge
Fund will keep a child in the HFC program
while between sponsors.

Request a child with the form
on the right or sign-up online
at www.worldhope.org
and click on the "Donate

Now" link.

new church that week, the church—the body of
Christ—still has 90 people, not 86.

• Rejoice in the broadened exposure a new

church will give you. For example, auto dealers

know that when another dealership comes to

their stretch of the highway their opportunity for
sales increases. Increased competition gives

each dealership broader exposure.

• Recognize the opportunity for evangelism.

Church plants must evangelize or they will
close. They must reach new people. They don't

have any "old ones" to fall back on. Church

planting has been called the most effective

means of reaching people for Christ.

Releasing your fears about church planting will

not happen overnight. Ask God to begin breaking

down the defenses. Ask Him for a vision for an area

near you that needs a Wesleyan church. And pray

that He will help you see the lost of your community

as He sees them. •

Ronald D. Kelly is general secretary of The Wesleyan Church
and editor of Wesleyan Life.

Former sponsored
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Native American Ministry

Answers to

Will revival ever come to Native lands?"

esleyan Native Ministries Director Rich Avery reports signs that answer the question with

a resounding "Yes." Recently completing a tour of fifteen districts of The Wesleyan Church,

Avery says he was glad to report that "God is answering prayer in amazing ways." He says,

"Through the ministry of one Native church alone (He Sapa New Life Wesleyan Church in Rapid

City, South Dakota), 200 people have come to Christ in the last year."

Rev. Larry Salway, pastor of He Sapa New Life, said he's "never seen such a movement of God

in all his 43 years of ministry." Salway's approach to ministry in the South Dakota District church

is described as an "innovative outreach."

Avery says he evidenced the ministry's long influence in many ways, "I met a man who first heard

about us as a child through the Wesleyan Kids for Missions program at his church. I met widows

who have been praying for our ministry, and [giving what they could], for 20 or 30 years. And I

met people who have been coming to South Dakota for 20 years to serve on short-term ministry

teams."

Formerly called Wesleyan Native American Ministries, the new name, Wesleyan Native Ministries,

reflects its expanding reach across North America. What's the difference? Avery says "We think

God is honoring our renewed focus on equipping and empowering Native men and women as pas

tors and leaders who will reach their people for Christ In ways that are relevant to and respectful of

their native culture." •



A Church that Acts on Its Vision

Holland and Beyond
with the Gospel

Gi entral Wesieyan Church in Holland, Michigan, is
' a church with a heart for the local community
and the world. Birthed in 1896 by seven residents

of the now 34,000-plus resident city in western Michigan,

the congregation now

numbers over 3,000

and has a mission:

"Reaching Holland and

Beyond." Senior Pastor

Paul Hontz has Inspired

the church to not only

minister to the needs of

peoples within the com

munity, but also to minister to people groups globally—with

innovative and sacrificial efforts.

Recently a team of eight Central Wesieyan members

went to the church's "sister church" in the Eastem European

country of Ukraine. Transformation Church was planted In
1991 from a Bible study group and has now planted nine

other churches, which are in various stages of development.
Its current pastor, Rev. Peter Marchenko, established

Transformation Church with attendees from the original
Bible study which included survivors of the Chernobyl dis
aster. The Holland Central team assisted Transformation

Church with conducting family seminars and children's

camps and shared their faith in its worship services. •

HQ?PE
Every woman and her f riends are Invited to

The Women s Ministries Summit
June 23-25, 2011

Cypress Wesieyan Church
Columbus. Ohio

For more Information and registration information go to:
http://www.wesleyan.org/ww/ministry_summit

Wesieyan Women * PO Box 50434 * Indionapolis. IN * 317 . 774 . 7474

Living the Saving Love of Christ

We have a large and younger population that has no idea what the
Bible says, no idea what it means to intersect with an invisible

God, no idea what sin means; no idea how one could ever live a life
following Someone last seen 2,000 years ago. It's not easy to

inform them in a 15-minute presentation. The words are hollow
unless authenticated by a process in which the saving love of

Christ is lived out by people in genuine community.

—From "What to do with a Stranger" by Gordon MacDonald, Leadership, Summer 2010



Are you Prepared for the Sunday
following Christmas?

What "Little" Sundays Reveal

About Your Church
TODD CROFFORD

addy, I want to go early with you!" So many

I I times Ihave heard that from my children on
our "big" Sundays at church. They want to go

with me, to be there to see the inflatable jump

house go up or to help with the helium tanks as we
inflate a gazillion balloons. They want to meet the band
that's going to "bring down the house." We've all antic
ipated and celebrated those kinds of Sundays—^the
ones in which you've put ail the creativity, planning,
effort, and money. There was the time we shut down
the center of town for our Kid's Day. Recently it was
church at the ballpark, where four pastors preached
from four bases and made the call for people to come
home to God. I am looking forward this fall to "The Best
Hour all Year"—a Friend Day to get people to give one
hour in worship to God on Fall-Back Sunday.

We pastors get very excited about "big" Sundays,
and we should. Research shows that friend days and
special event Sundays can be an important ingredi
ent in reaching new people for Christ. But lately I
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have been thinking about the other end of the spec
trum, the "little" Sundays. You know, Memorial Day
and Labor Day weekends, that challenging Sunday
that follows Christmas or that forgotten Sunday in the
heart of the summer when you're pretty sure you
heard from just about every Sunday school teacher,
usher, and board member that they will be away on
vacation.

I'm thinking about those Sundays because how
we view and prepare for those "little" Sundays
speaks volumes about our philosophy of ministry
and our viewpoint of worship. We would imagine that
about any pastor and church can hit a homerun on
the big Sundays, but great churches are figuring out
how to go for it even on the little Sundays. Here's
what they know;

Worship Is Always Worship.
If we really believe our own rhetoric that when we

come together it is first and foremost to honor God, then



It really shouldn't matter what the calendar or
projected attendance numbers are. God is the audi
ence, not the people sitting in the rows, and He
certainly deserves our very best worship—every
week. How could any Sunday be less important if the

most important One shows up? Because worship is
participatory, we come expecting to be challenged,
refreshed, and to have our eyes opened to a new
revelation of God. That is why we should come each
week with a great sense of anticipation that God is at

work in us. Such anticipation should obliterate talk of

this being a "down week."

First Impressions Matter
As the old adage goes, 'You never get a second

chance to make a first impression." What may be your
twenty-seventh Sunday in a row without a vacation is

also someone else's first Sunday at your church. We
can't afford for our greeters, nursery workers, or the guy
who brews the coffee to think it's only a "summer
Sunday." The first-time guest has no idea how good
you preached on Christmas Sunday or how nice your
parking lot attendant usually is. The only thing they

know is what they experience today.
At my last church, a young lady named Wendy

came to me every Sunday for two months straight
and said, "My entire extended family promised they
are coming to church soon." Week after week she
would walk in alone with a disappointed look on her
face and say, "not today, pastor; maybe next week."
Many months passed and she stopped claiming they
would be there. Then one Sunday I saw her walk in
beaming with about 15 people in tow, most of whom

had virtually never been at church. Graciously, God
moved in an amazing way in that service and these

people were deeply moved. There are no unimpor
tant Sundays, because you never know who is
coming through the doors.

Our People Are Inviting
If we are going to tell our people that sharing

Christ is of utmost importance then we need to also

believe they are doing just that. Imagine that Joe and
Susan Smith, faithful attendees at your church, have
been doing exactly what you have encouraged them
to do: inviting their next-door neighbors. Bill and
Karen, to church. They've had them over for back
yard barbeques, been to their children's soccer

games and out to dinner together countless times.
They've personally invited Bill and Karen to the

www.wesleyan.org

Christmas musical and the Fourth of July celebration
and every other "big" Sunday you can imagine.

Finally, one Sunday when they least expect it Bill
and Karen decide to come to church with Joe and

Susan. If that Sunday you are ill-prepared and your
church is apathetic you will never see Bill and Karen
again and Joe and Susan will think twice before they

ever embark on the hard work of evangelism in their
neighborhood again. You just killed two of the wrong
birds with one stone!

I used to think that you should highlight specific
Sundays as "a great time to invite." Now Iwonder why
every Sunday shouldn't be a great time for someone

new to attend? The Holy Spirit can speak to each per
son who walks through the door no matter the

predetermined sermon topic; but God expects our
preparation and faithful best each week. It's time to

remember that while there are times when we have

"big" Sundays, there really is no such thing as a "little"
Sunday. •

Todd Crofford is an author and pastor who lives in Mechanicsville, MD.

House Churches on Rise

The Barna Croup estimates that 6-12 million Americans
attend house churches. The Pew Forum says 9 percent

of American Protestants attend only home services, as
reported by the Associated Press on July 21. House
churches are part of what experts say is "a fundamental
shift in the way U.S. Christians think about church. Skipthe
sermons, costly church buildings and large, faceless crowds,
they say. House church is about relationships forged in
small faith communities," AP said. Ed Stetzer of LifeWay
Research was quoted as saying part of the appeal of the
house church movement is a desire to "return to a simpler
expression of church."

—Barna.org
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Wesleyan Churches Innovate to Reach Out

There is more than one way to solve
an overcrowding or lack of facilities
problem. Two Wesleyan churches have
used innovative methods for reaching
their communities—and expanding
their ministries.

The people of Elevate North, a new
church plant of The Wesleyan Church in
North Olmsted, Ohio, found themselves

asking that same question. Led by Pastor
Dave Sever, Jr., the Greater Ohio District
church plant first met in a local hotel meet
ing space. But inadequate space and
long-term unavailability forced the group to
look elsewhere.

Through a connection to a local
Chick-fil-A restaurant, Elevate North
found a new "home." Since Chick-fil-A is

closed on Sundays, the opportunity to
use the facility easily worked out. Church
members rearranged tables, set up
portable equipment, hung a projection
screen from the ceiling, and transformed

the popular chicken eatery into a place of
worship.

"This has been an amazing blessing
and has opened new doors of opportu
nity for the Elevate North team to
explore as we have a missional DNA to
continue a healthy stream of church mul
tiplication around the greater Cleveland
area," says Pastor Sever.

Ifyoung adults at Robinson Wesleyan
Church in Robinson, Illinois, want break
fast during their Sunday school class they
don't have to walk far.

A nearby Hardee's restaurant is the
setting for the church's young adult
Sunday school class. A lack of extra
space at the church prompted Illinois
District Superintendent Dr. Ray Barnwell
to suggest the group meet off-campus.
The Illinois setting is one of many innova
tive meeting places utilized by Wesleyan
churches across North America. Other

sites may include schools, parking lots.

tents, funeral homes, storefronts, and
unused church buildings.

"We have no more classroom

space in our church," says Pastor Dan
Szombathy, who teaches the class. "All of
our classrooms, sanctuary, fellowship
hall, and the parsonage living room were
all being used for classroom space on
Sunday mornings."

So Pastor Dan placed a call to the
Hardee's manager, who quickly said yes
to the group using his restaurant as a
meeting place. The set-up is a win-win
situation for both parties: those in atten
dance buy breakfast and coffee, increasing
the local restaurant's revenue, and Sunday
school participants can meet and minister
to restaurant guests.

We'd like to hear your story. What
innovative meeting place are you using in
your local church ministry? E-maii us at
communications@wesieyan.org.

WESL
CHV

Conrad Elected D5 of

West Michigan District

7^ I Rev. Chris Conrad, Director
— of Church Planter Development

in The Wesleyan Church's
Department of Evangelism and
Church Growth, was elected
district superintendent of the

West Michigan District by a near unanimous
vote, Friday, July 30. West Michigan, one of
the largest of thirty-four districts in the
Church, was previously led by Rev. Mark
Gorveatte. In March, 2010, Gorveatte was
elected to serve as the eleventh president of
Bethany Bible College in Sussex, New
Brunswick, Canada.

Seventy-eighth Congregation
Welcomed by Penn-Jersey District

Christian Community Chapel in
Hillsborough, New Jersey, recently became
a part of Penn-Jersey District of The

Wesleyan Church, making it the district's seventy-eighth congregation. In
the spring of 2005, its current pastor Rev. Stephan Nash invited Penn-
Jersey District Superintendent Dr. Harry Wood to make a presentation to
the church's board, highlighting the benefits of aligning with the Fishers,
Indiana, denomination of over 5,000 churches and missions worldwide.

In January 2010, the Christian Community Chapel voted to officially
become a "member church" of the denomination, followed by the Penn-
Jersey District's vote to receive them into membership as a "developing
church." In June 2010, District Superintendent Wood received 70 congre
gants of Christian Community Chapel into The Wesleyan Church.

Florida District implements Creative Financial Ministries
The Florida District announced at its recent district conference chaired by General Superintendent

Dr. Jerry G. Pence a Debt Retirement Incentive Program. The program will assist its local churches in getting
out of debt in order to have more dollars for ministry. If a local church has a mortgage loan with Wesleyan
Investment Foundation and makes a thirteenth payment during the course of a year, the district will make a
fourteenth payment, providing the church is current with its United Stewardship Fund contributions.

The district has also established new scholarship funds, giving support to ministerial students and pastors' children who
attend a Wesleyan college or university. These funds, along with district-sponsored visits to Wesleyan institutions of higher
education, resulted in an increase of students attending Wesleyan colleges from eight the previous year to fifteen this year.
The district invested $54,000 in support of its students during the past year: $21,000 to ministerial students, $9,000 for tuition
for pastors' children, and $24,000 to support second career people attending district lay and ministerial institutes.

"One of our stated goals is to raise up leaders," said District Superintendent Patrick Styers.
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2010 Bible Bowl

Champions Announced
Seventy-two quizzers from

twelve churches gathered at
Houghton College, July 23-26,
for the 2010 National Wesleyan
Bible Bowl Tournament. Teams

from Indiana, Maryland.
Oklahoma, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
South Dakota, and Virginia
quizzed and competed in the
books of 1 and 2 Corinthians.

Quizzers competed for more
than $53,000 in scholarships.
Each member of the top eight
teams won scholarships to any
Wesleyan college, ranging from
$1,100 for the first place team to
$200 for the eighth place team.
This year, two $500 character
scholarehlps were awarded for
the first time. The purpose of
these scholarships, according to
National Director Jim Terwilliger,
is to "recognize quizzers who
are putting the Word of God into
action in their everyday lives."
This year's recipients were
Katherine Miller, Bethany
Wesleyan, and Sean Huncherick,
of Cypress Wesleyan. Members
of the Milton A winning team from
Christ Wesleyan Church in
Milton, Penn., were Rachel

Broschart, Becky Crawford, Nate
Crawford, Gus Gula, and Kara
Seibert. Coaches were Dave and

Leslie Seibert, Jim Terwilliger,
and Jon and Beth Weber.

www.wes leya n .org
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Wesleyan Church Provides Filmmaking Seminar to D.C. Students
Beth Fussner, former missionary to Indonesia and New Zealand and founder of

lnside|Out, has brought youth-oriented filmmaking workshops to Washington, D.C.
The United Wesleyan Church in Alexandria, pastored by Beth's husband. Rev. Jeff
Fussner, sponsored the first lnside|Out Metro D.C., a week-long digital filmmaking
workshop, on August 1-7.

Fussner's use of the filmmaking
workshops to help young people tell
their stories and discover their gifts
was used greatly during the Fussner
family's missionary service in New
Zealand, where Jeff was Pacific

Area Director for Global Partners.

Beth used the same workshop for
mat to reach out to New Zealand

youth and develop their artistic gifts
and abilities.

The first event in D.C. enrolled

fourteen students who had no previ
ous knowledge of filmmaking and
were guided by film instructors and
mentors in writing, directing, and filmmaking. Their projects included two, thirty-
second public service announcements and two five-minute films. Fussner said,
"Highlights for the team of workers included seeing students gain confidence and
find new freedom and joy. All kinds of stories were shared in a safe environment in
which the experiences of students were honored."

The films told stories of reconciliation and breaking the cycle of sexual abuse.
Mrs. Fussner told of one girl who said after working through her story with staff
members, "I feel so peaceful, so relieved." A film instructor said, "I have never felt
like I have had a bigger Impact on someone's life in such a short time frame."

To learn more about lnside|Out Global, contact Beth Fussner at
beth.fussner@gmail.com.

Centenarian Wesleyan Chaplain Honored in Africa
A former Wesleyan chaplain has left behind a rich

legacy in her beloved country of Sierra Leone, West Africa.
Ya Memuna Samura, vernacular chaplain at Kamakwie

Wesleyan Hospital, died August 8. According to close rel
atives, she was believed to be between the ages of
115-120 at the time of her death.

Mr. Brimah Samura, director of health care ministries

for The Wesleyan Church in Sierra Leone, reported her
death, remembering how she touched so many lives in
her native country through the 1960's-1990's and beyond.

"She brought many souls to Christ during her min
istry at the hospital," says Mr. Samura.
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"A beacon of hope to the community."

South Carolina District Church Receives
Missional Award

Tuckasegee Wesleyan
Church in Jackson County
North Carolina recently was
honored as Missional Church

of the Year by the South
Carolina District of The

Wesleyan Church. Located
within the district's bound

aries, it is one of 59 churches.

General Superintendent Dr.
Jerry G. Pence, present for the district's annual confer
ence and the award ceremony, says their award is a
reflection of their missional commitment to help fuiflii
the Great Commission in the spirit of the Great
Commandment.

Tuckasegee Wesleyan is the home church of its
senior pastor. Rev. Jeff Powell. Jeff and his wife,
Jennifer, have served the church and its surrounding
community for fifteen years. Under the pastor's lead
ership, the church has become a stand-out in its
creative community ministries. Pastor Powell is an
example, in 1998 he became a volunteer chaplain for
the sheriff's department. His Facebook page called
"Shield a Badge with Prayer" encourages other
Christians to pray for public safety officers, and now
has over 2,000 followers.

As chaplain. Rev. Powell can also be seen stand

ing alongside other families in the community as they
face traumatic situations, such as drowning, homicide,
or fatal accidents. He also ministers at the county jail,
by visiting inmates, distributing Bibles, and assisting
with work release programs.

According to South Carolina District's electronic
newsletter, "District News and Notes," the Tuckasegee
congregation launched an effort to assist the commu
nity facing the economic downturn. Starting with a food
pantry, the ministries of compassion have grown to
where it now serves over 70 families and 140 individu

als. Laypersons sacriflciaiiy do everything from picking
up food items to assisting with paperwork for grant
monies.

South Carolina District Superintendent Rev. Buddy
Rampey says, "This congregation stands on top of the
hill as a beacon of hope and help to the people of the
community and the county. As they have been
blessed, they are blessing others."
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New Young Adult Initiative Focuses on Missions

The Wesleyan Church's Spiritual Formation department began
building a partnership with Haiti recently, seeking to minister to
those affected by the January 12 earthquake.

'We believe in longevity and building long-term relationships
with those in Haiti, and i believe our young adults will resonate with
this vision," says Jeremy Summers, director of adult ministries.

Fifteen young adults left the comforts of home on July 17 and
traveled to Port-au-Prince, Haiti. The team not only stepped into
another country, it stepped into a whole new way of life. "Seeing
the faces and lives of our Haitian neighbors opened the eyes
and hearts of our team," says Josh Keesling, assistant pastor at
Ramseur Wesleyan Church in Ramseur, North Carolina, who
served as the team's leader.

The team-consisting of young adults from the Indiana
Central and North Carolina East Districts-spent eight days serv
ing and ministering on the island of La Gonave, where The
Wesleyan Church is actively serving the people in tangible
ways, in their service they joined in the work of the Wesleyan
hospital, doing a medical clinic in a community school as well
preparing the Wesleyan compound for the arrival of 30 boys
from a local orphanage. While communicating the love and hope
of Christ to the orphans through playing soccer, singing songs,
and leading them in devotions.

"Wesleyans today who are in their 20's and 30's want to be
part of something that is greater than themselves," says
Summers. "They see their faith personally and sociaity and are
willing to explore this through means of missions {both locally
and globally)."

Rev. and Mrs. Bernard M. Roof, Sr.

Norma and Bernard Roof, Sr. cele

brated their 60th wedding anniversary at
their home in Danville, Pa., on June 10,

20^0. They began their team ministry for
The Wesleyan Church in the North
Carolina Conference under Dr. Phaup by
pioneering the Lincointon Wesleyan
Church in 1957. They pastored in the
Central and Western New York District

until they retired in July 1995.



FLAME Gives Back in Arizona

A group of 23 FLAME students,
staff, alumni and friends from 10

different churches in 9 states

recently completed a seven-day

adventure to Red Rock Wesieyan
Church near Keams Canyon,
Arizona. Under the banner of

"FLAME Gives Back" the team

worked on nearly 50 construction,
painting, and repair projects. Members of the team also led
ladies Bible studies, VBS and classes in knitting, quilting
and craft making. The team included specialists in auto
repair, roofing, electrical, carpentry, and children's ministry.

The group held worship services and provided meals for
attendees of the church and several from the community.
Pastor Darwin Tsosle, a FLAME student, is the pastor of this
church on the Navajo Nation reservation. Major projects
included repairing and replacing the roofs on two church
buildings and the pastor's home, repairing the electrical
wiring in the church, building two outdoor facilities {the
church has no running water or regular electrical service).

Your congregation has
placed its trust in you...

NEWS

painting both church buildings,
installing curtains, repairing damaged
drywall, building shelves, repairing
vehicles and installing a fan and light
fixtures in pastor Darwin's home.

The team was drawn together by
the common purpose of "giving back"
to a fellow FLAME student in the

same measure that FLAME students

have been blessed by those who teach them and invest in
them at FLAME events. Individuals from the Christ Center

Wesieyan Church in Sedona, Arizona, provided shuttle
transportation, housing and logistical support for the team
members arriving by airplane. Wayne Richards, director of
ministerial preparation, served as the team leader, assisted
by Director Rich Avery and Red Rock Wesieyan Pastor
Darwin.

Richards said "We participated in wonderful community
and fellowship during the trip and have made some strong
new friendships." Additional pictures are available on
FLAME'S Facebook site.
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whymore than 100,000 religious organizations trust Church Mutual, simply mm , i
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Bethany's First Study Tour of Israel
In May, Bethany Bible College offered its first study tour

of Israel. Dr. Kenneth Gavel, chair of the Bible & Theology
Department, his wife Eileen, and five others joined Dr.
Wilbur Williams for a ten-day tour of Israel. Dr. Williams is a
renowned Old Testament professor at Indiana Wesleyan
University and has led over 140 tours.

Houghton College Women's Basketball Team Takes
Europe Missions Trip

The Lady Highlanders, Houghton College's women's
basketball team, left Houghton, NY, and traveled to both
Germany and Czech Republic to serve through teaching
basketball skills, playing games, and building relationships.
The women also visited local schools and assisted in

English classes. Both current Houghton players and alumni
participated in the 11-day mission trip.

Hispanic Leader to Join Wesley Seminary at IWU
The Rev. Joanne Solis-Walker, an ordained

pastor in The Wesleyan Church, has agreed to
serve as director of Latino Latina education

for Wesley Seminary at Indiana Wesleyan
University. The seminary opened in August 2009.
Solis-Walker will continue to live in Florida, where

she has 10 years of pastoral experience. She will work part-
time for the seminary while completing work on her Ph.D. at
Regent University In Virginia.
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but that will only be one aspect of your life.

There will also be family, personal growth,
living for a reason, and all of your other
interests. And your faith in Christ.

College should give you top preparation for
your career, and at a Wesleyan college, it will.
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Canada
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IWU Computers Get a Second Life In Haiti
Fifteen Apple desktop computers that officiallywere retired

on Indiana Wesleyan University's Marion, Indiana, campus are
back on active duty In Haiti. IWU donated the computers to
Fireside International, a non-profit media company based
in Haiti that operates the Caribbean Institute of Media
Technologies.

OKWU Grads Meeting Healthcare Needs
Dr. Larissa Sanger wanted the opportunity to combine

experiences from her intercultural studies at Oklahoma
Wesleyan University with medicine and faith. So the 2006
OKWU graduate recently traveled to Zambia, Africa, where
she worked with AIDS orphans. OKWU continues to enhance
its capability to prepare current students for medical profes
sions. The university recently installed a vaccine lab and
students have been given the opportunity to participate in a
study of Escherichia coli K88 bacteria. Students will work
through more than 100 steps required to produce a protective
immune response to this intestinal bacteria.

SWU Camp Inspires Young inventors
Nearly 50 children entering grades 1-6 participated in

Camp Invention, June 21-25, at Southern Wesleyan University
in Central, S.C. Camp activities ranged from creating inven
tions to solving environmental problems. The Camp was the
first to be held by SWU, and was in partnership with Invent
Now Kids, a nationwide camping organization.
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Wesleyan Colleges and Universities Rated Among the Best NEWS

Wesleyan colleges and universities rank among the
finest of America's best higher education institutions.

Noted publications such as U. S. News and World Report,
Forbes, and Princeton Review recognized five Wesleyan col
leges and universities located in North America.

Houghton College
Houghton College was ranked by Forbes in the top four per

cent of colleges nationwide. This ranking of America's Best
Colleges includes both private and public institutions. Houghton
attained a 137th ranking by U.S. News Media Group. The
school ranks in the "national" category and is one of only 14
member schools of the Council for Christian Colleges and
Universities in this grouping.

The Princeton Review named Houghton "one of the best
colleges in the Northeast." The 218 colleges chosen by The
Princeton Review are located in 11 states in the Northeast.

Indiana Wesleyan University
Indiana Wesleyan University Is ranked 28th among the

regional universities of the Midwest of America's Best Colleges.
Published by U.S. News and World Report, IWU was ranked
33rd a year ago. There are 172 regional universities located in
the Midwest.

The school was also ranked 11th among Midwest regional
universities in the "Great Schools, Great Prices" section of the
U.S. News report.

Oklahoma Wesleyan University
U.S. News and World Report ranked Oklahoma Wesleyan

University in the Top Tier Regional Best category for Western

f

Christian Smith,
ITTflinm R. KenanJr. Profe^or
ofSociolo^-. and Director of
theCenterfor theStudyof
Reli^onand Society ot the
University of Notre Dame.

Region baccalaureate granting colleges. Last year, the univer
sity, located in Bartlesville, Okla., was number nine on the list,
and this year, it has moved up to six. This is the best ranking
ever for OKWU and one of the highest rankings in the nation for
holiness colleges and universities.

For the first time, OKWU is ranked by the U.S. News and
World Report on its "Great school. Great Prices" list. OKWU
also made the list of schools with the highest proportion of
classes under 20 students and was ranked number five in a

selection of seven of "America's Best Colleges" by Forbes.

Southern Wesleyan University
The Central, SC, school rated a four-way tie for No. 87 in Tier

I of the Regional Universities (South) category. The exclusive
rankings include more than 1,400 schools nationwide.

Bethany Bible College
Bethany Bible College, in Sussex, New Brunswick, is the

sole Canadian educational Institution of The Wesleyan Church.
It is fully accredited by the Association of Biblical Higher
Education, which is recognized by the American and Canadian
govemments. Bethany is one of the leading Bible colleges on
the continent, and serves the entire Wesleyan Church.

"We are very pleased that all of our Wesleyan liberal arts
colleges and universities have made steady marches up the
rankings in recent years against even the best competition,"
says Dr. Kerry Kind, general director of Education and the
Ministry. "And we have done so without in any way minimizing
our Christ-centered mission."
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The Wesleyan Church lost two of its internationally-known
leaders on the same day, August 18, 2010.

Dr. Saturnine P. Garcia, 78, former
Genera! Superintendent of the Philippine
Wesleyan Church from 1975 to 1989, had
served as a pastor and district superin
tendent in the Philippines prior to being
elected General Superintendent. He

became director of "2000 by 2000" in 1989, and trav
eled to all Wesleyan mission fields to assist in reaching
the goal of 2000 Wesleyan Church in world mission
countries by the year 2000.

Rev. Stan Baker, former national superin-
( \ tendent of the Wesleyan Methodist Church
^ ' of Australia from 1997 to 2008, also served

the church as a pastor and district superin
tendent prior to being elected national
superintendent. He participated in the

founding of severai Wesleyan churches in Australia.
He also served on the first International Board of The
Wesleyan Church.

Both leaders are remembered as men of integrity, Christian statesmanship, and dedicated service.

Cook, Rev. Oliver James (88)
Rev. Oliver James Cook was a resident of Wichita, Kan.,

at the time of his death. Rev. Cook pastored in both Piigrim
Holiness and Wesleyan churches throughout his 40 years
of ministry, which included serving with his wife as mis
sionaries in South Africa. He is survived by Virginia, his
wife of 66y2 years, two sons, two daughters, eight grand
children, and eight great-grandchildren.

HeavlUn, Alice Mae (88)
Alice Mae Heavilin was a resident of Marion, Ind., at the

time of her death. She and her husband, Rev. Ronald A.
Heavilin spent 19 years in Puerto Rico and Honduras
where they worked as missionaries. She was on staff at
Skyline Wesleyan Church in San Diego, Calif., for 20 years.
She was preceded in death by her husband. Rev. Ronald
A. Heavilin, and their adopted son, Rafael. She is survived
by her daughter-in-law, two grandchildren, and four great
grandchildren.

Horseman, Rev. E. Llnwood (92)
Rev. E. Linwood Horseman was a resident of Homestead

Manor in Denton, Md., at the time of his death. His wife, the
late Ethel Horseman, served alongside him as he pastored
churches in New York, Maryland, Delaware, and Virginia.
He also served two brief missionary terms in the Bahamas.
Rev. Linwood is survived by his lifelong friend and care-
giver, Rev. Paul D. Dieter, and several nieces and
nephews.

House, Rev. Meredith Carl (87)
Rev. Meredith Carl House was a resident of Marion,

N.C., at the time of his death. He and his family served as
missionaries to the Philippines for six years. His ministry in
The Wesleyan Church spanned more than 50 years, includ
ing pastorates in Michigan, Alabama, Mississippi, and
Louisiana. He was elected district superintendent in the
Mid-Gulf District. Following retirement he pastored a church
in Pensacoia, Fla. He is survived by Elsie, his wife of 62
years, one daughter, two sons, seven grandchildren, and
one great-granddaughter.
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Mclntyre, Rev. Wesley G. (86)
Rev. Wesley G. Mclntyre was a resident of Joliet, Mont., at

the time of his death. A graduate of Marion Wesleyan College
in Marion, Ind. (now IWU), he began his ministry by pioneering
the Wesleyan church in Harlowton and pastored other
churches in South Dakota and Montana. He also served

as the youth pastor at Denver First Nazarene Church and
worked for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. After
more than 40 years of faithful ministry, he retired in 1988.
He is survived by Evangeline, his wife of 66 years, now of
Billings, three sons, and a daughter. He is also survived by his
brother. Rev. Robert Mclntyre of Marion, Ind., a former
General Superintendent in The Wesleyan Church, 11 grand
children and 17 great-grandchildren.

Ragsdale, Shirley L. (72)
Shirley L. Ragsdale was a resident of Spring Twp., Pa.,

at the time of her death. She married Dr. John P. Ragsdale
on July 25, 1959. A graduate of Easton Hospital School of
Nursing, she served as a missionary to Zambia with her
husband. From 1964 to 1971, she operated a clinic at the
David Livingstone Teachers College. She is survived by her
husband, two daughters, two grandchildren, and one great-
granddaughter.

Reed, Rev. Newell W. (91)
Rev. Newell W. Reed was a resident of Sylvania, Ohio, at

the time of his death. An ordained minister in The Wesleyan
Church, he pastored churches for 67 years in Maryland and
Pennsylvania with his wife Rev. Elizabeth Reed. He also
served 25 years in several district ministries. He is survived by
one daughter and one granddaughter.

Traugh, Joanne M. (78)

Joanne M. Traugh was a resident of Owosso, Mich., at the
time of her death. A graduate of Owosso College and the
Summer Institute of Linguistics in Norman, Okla., Joanne
and her husband, Hubert, served as missionaries with The
Wesleyan Church to the interior Indians of Guyana, South
America. She also ministered in the Owosso Wesleyan
Church as an active layperson. Survivors include her
husband Hubert, two daughters, and five grandchildren.



Spirit-Filled Living? by Ron McClung

©ho would have thought that aroundworm could
produce a spiritual lesson? I first became aware of

a roundworm's peculiar abilitywhen reading From the

Hood to the Hill, the autobiographical account of Barry
Black's rise from the ghetto to become the first African-

American Chaplain of the United States Senate.'

Chaplain Black's research revealed that a roundworm

can seal Itself off against the world and survive an

extended season of drought. Itshuts down all Its systems
and releases water until It is as dry as a cotton ball.

Scientists call this condition "anhydrobiosis." It means "life

without water." He went on to say that the roundworm
converts a quarter of its body weight to a material that

encircles and protects its inner organs. Then it shrinks to
about seven percent of its normal size and waits until the

dry spell passes.

Scientists confidently assert that humans cannot do this.

Physically, I accept that. Spiritually, I'm not so sure.

Dryness of the Heart
Is it possible to experience anhydrobiosis of the heart?

Do you know people who seem to have withdrawn their

emotions? The warmth that characterizes a person capable

of appropriate emotional response has turned arid.

Especially when it comes to spiritual things, they seem to
have developed calluses on their souls. Their hearts are

parched and cracked with dryness.
How else do you explain a wife who leaves her husband,

as Chaplain Black points out, declaring, "Nowthat the kids
are grown. It's my time to have fun"? A spiritualdryness has
drained the heart of its former warmth.

Or what about those who "used to go In and out of the
holyplace" (Ecclesiastes 8:10 rsv), but they no longer have
a desire to gather with God's people? Hearts can become
seared and shriveled.

How many days without reading God's Word does ittake
to develop spiritual dryness? How long can we go, reciting
perfunctory prayers—prayers that come from the head but
not from the heart—until we wither and iose our spiritual
elasticity?

Spiritual Dryness
Anhydrobiosis of the heart is not a normal condition

for a Spirit-filled believer. It is abnormal. The Psalmist

describes the rebellious as living In a "sun-scorched land,"
but God sends "abundant showers" to refresh His people
(Psalm 68:6, 9 Niv). Ezeklel anticipated a day when God
would send "showers of blessing" to make His people
fruitful (Ezek. 34:26).

www.wesleyan.org

We may all go through a "desert" experience In our walk
with God. We pray but our prayers seem to bounce back.

We read God's Word but Itdoes not speak to us.

David understood spiritual dryness. He knew what

could lead to that condition. He said, "If I had cherished

sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened" (Psalm

66:18 niv). W. Ralph Thompson revealed how sin Inter
rupts our communication with God. For one thing, it
grieves the Spirit. "To be acceptable, prayer must be the

breathing of His Spirit through the believer (Romans
8:26)."^

Secondly, sin destroys faith. How can we believe that
God will answer us if we are walking in disobedience to

Him? Third, sin throttles fervency. Can we really pray, "Thy
will be done," ifwe are living In rebellion? Fourth, sin makes

prayer selfish. James declared, "When you ask, you do not

receive, because you ask withwrong motives, that you may
spend what you get on your pleasures" (James 4:3 niv).

Live Spirit-filled
If you are passing through a season of spiritual dry

ness, It is appropriate to do some heart-searching. David

did. He said, "Search me, O God, and know my heart; test
me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any

offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting"
(Psalm 139:23-24).

If God points out some "offensive way" in you, will you
repent of Itand ask for a fresh Infilling of God's Spirit, along

with showers of blessing from God? He will not Ignore that
kind of prayer.

Living the Spirit-filled life and a perpetual state of

spiritual dryness are Incompatible. Refuse to accept

dryness as the norm.

We used to sing Isaac Watts' song, 'At the Cross," in
which he declared, "Alas, and did my Savior bleed? And did
my Sovereign die? Would He devote that sacred head For

such a worm as I?" Such "worm theology" was so offensive
to some that they changed later hymnals to read, 'Would

He devote that sacred head For someone such as I?" Less

offensive. More palatable.
Yet, Ifwe like the roundworm, have shriveled in spirit,

remember that He did die for such a worm. He longs to
restore us to a warm relationship of spiritual fervency, where
the showers of His blessing drench our spirits.

1. Barry Black, From the Hood to the Hill (Nashville, TN: Nelson
Books, 2006), 130.

2. W. Ralph Thompson, "Psalms 1-72", The Wesleyan Bible
Commentary, volume two (Grand Rapids, Ml: William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company. 1968), 312.
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TIPS FOR GROWING YOUR MARRIAGE

Schedule a Fun Date
Michael Sytsma

The number one assignment Igive to couples who want to improve their marriage is to schedule aregular
Fun Date. Remember back when you just started dating? It was important that you looked good for the

date. Not just your clothes, hair, make-up, and vehicle, but also in the way you came across. You worked
hard at being the best you could be for the few hours you were together. You tried to pick activities that were
enjoyable for both of you. You wanted your date to come away from that time together with positive feelings
about you.

That's the basis for a Fun Date. After we have been married for a while, we often stop trying to be our best

with our spouse. After all, they married us for better or for worse—right? To keep a marriage growing strong,
however, we need to have times when we honor our partner by truly dating them again. That's the purpose
of the Fun Date. The Fun Date is successful ifyou both come away from it thinking, "I remember why I fell
in love with you."

To facilitate success on your Fun Date, there are some simple rules that are important to follow:

1) Take the initiative
Don't wait for your spouse to initiate this activity. If it sounds good to you, jump in and make it happen.

Too often we wait for our partner to read our mind and figure out what we want. If you think a Fun Date is
important make it happen.

2) Plan ahead
Jumping in the car, looking at each other and asking "So, what do you want to do?" doesn't make for a

Fun Date. This date takes some advance thought. Plan ahead and know what you are doing.

3) Make it fun
Plan activities that are enjoyable. Sometimes that means doing something that's enjoyable for your

spouse. Take her shopping or take him to a ball game. Explore something new. Dinner and a movie can be
a fun date, but don't get stuck in a rut. Get creative.

4) Ask your spouse out
Once you know what you want to do, invite your spouse out. Sometimes it's fun to do this formally.

Couples tell me stories of using cards, e-mails and "pretending to be anonymous" phone calls to invite their
spouse out for the evening. The main point is to mark the Fun Date as special.

5} Don't go there!
Every couple has a set of topics or conversations that are well scripted and emotionally draining. These

"problem areas" might be small disagreements or major sore spots in the relationship. One of the most
Important rules for a Fun Date is to avoid the problem areas. In your early dating you didn't talk about
controversial subjects; in the Fun Date you don't either.
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FAMILY

This is not the time to tryto solve your marriage issues. Put those things In a boxand place them on a shelf for
a few hours. You're not denying them as issues: youjust recognize that now isn't the time to tryto make progress
on them. I have had couples spend a few minutes before their fun date writing some discussion starters on a 3x5
card and carrying that in theirpocket. When the conversation starts into one of those tense areas they quickly pull
out the 3x5 card and read offa question. "So, how do you think the Braves will do this year?" They both laugh,
recognizing they are intentionally changing subjects to a safer topic—but that's what they agreed to do.

6] Make it a tradition
One date doesn't start a trend. If you make this a bi-weekly tradition, however, you will see a noticeable

change in your marriage. It's easy to get lost in the hustle of kids and careers and lose track of the importance
of romantically dating each other. It's easy to focus only on the problems in our marriage and forget to set
those problems aside so we can have fun renewing our love. Making a "Fun Date" a bi-weekly tradition will
help offset these natural tendencies. •

Michael Sytsma, PhD, isa nationally certified counselor and a certified sex therapist. An ordained minister with The Wesleyan Church,
he is currently appointed to Building Intimate Marriages, inc.www.intimatemarriage.org.
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Speakers Offer Inspiration and Urge Action
articipants at The Gathering, the

I J2011 Wesleyan ministry confer-
ence in Jacksonville, Florida,

I observed communion as a final act
I of worship together on Thursday

evening, before the conference

concluded the three-day event,

January 4-6, 2011.

The Gathering officially kicked off with

the opening rally on Tuesday evening.

Benji Keliey, founding and current pastor

of newhope Church in Durham. North

Carolina, opened the "Stronger

Passions"-themed rally, after an initial

greeting from General Superintendent

Dr. Thomas E. Armiger.

4 WINTER 2010-11

"Let's put the stresses of ministry aside

and worship Almighty God with reckless

abandon," said Pastor Kelley, emcee for

the event. He reminded the crowd of

1,800 that pastors don't often get to

worship because their minds are busy

thinking of various other responsibilities

during services.

"We, the Church, are

God's best kept secret!

If we don't step up,

who will?

—BRENDA SALTER MCNEIL



Branden and Jenn Petersen, who lead the

arts and worship ministry at Cotiin Creek

Community Church, a Wesleyan congre

gation in Piano, Texas, along with their

worship band, led worship for the inltiai

rallies ofThe Gathering.

"The key question is not

'Are you enjoying it?' but

'Is God enjoying it?'"
—WAYNE SCHMIDT

[ON MINISTRY]

Dr. Wayne Schmidt was the featured

speaker for the opening rally. The current

vice president ofWesley Seminary at

Indiana Wesleyan University, Dr, Schmidt

served as seniorpastor at Kentwood

Community Church (Grand Rapids,

Michigan) for30 years. His topic on

"bringing a holistic perspective on

accountability and ministry" challenged

pastors not just to lead but to "be."

Dr. Schmidt also urged pastors not to allow

cynicism to zap passion, even communi

cating "real" struggles he has experienced

throughout his years as a minister—life

experiences he called offering plate

moments. Each attendee was given a

bookmark with Scripture verses from

Ephesians and six reflective questions to

examine one's own spiritual offerings.

www.wesleyan.org

»

"I'm longing for The Wesleyan Church to

present itself to God," said Dr. Schmidt.

At the conclusion of his message, he asked

two important questions ofthe audience:

Do you live an empowered, hope-filled life?

And is there an area you need to surrender

or in which you have grown cynical?

Michael Smalley, a clinical psychologist

who specializes In marriage and family

relationships, spoke on Wednesday morn

ing with the theme, "Stronger Families,"

and later conducted a standing-room-only

seminar. Several other seminars experi

enced packed-out crowds as well (see

related article).

r

Pastor Keith Loy ofCelebrate Church in Sioux

Falls, South Dakota, gave a simple message

(from Matthew 9)onWednesday evening:

Jesus saw people, hadcompassion on them,

and then met their needs. He iilustrated his

message by interviewing two couples from

Celebrate Church, who have had life-trans

forming experiences with Christ.

"How many of us think we've had too

manyscars, drama, or issues in our lives

to be leaders?" Dr. Brenda Salter McNeil,

preacher and author In the field of racial

and ethnic reconciliation, posed that

question during her Thursday morning

session.
continued

"A resilient person goes through the stressful times of

life, grows thereby, and comes out the other end with

a message for others."
—GORDON MacDONALD

WESLEYAN LIFE



"There are ways of

doing church that no

one has thought of yet."
—MARK BATTERSON

Dr. Salter McNeil spoke about Esther's

life and how the Jewish woman In the

Old Testament had a "stronger Influ

ence" in her young, yet impactful, life.

Esther's story offers hope to those who

think God can't use them because of a

marked past or limited abilities.

Mark Batterson, pastor and author ofthe

bestselling book. In a Pitwith a Lion on a

Snowy Day, spoke on "Stronger

Communities" during theThursday

evening session. He emphasized, "There

are ways ofdoing church that noone has

thought of yet." The lead pastor of

Washington DCs National Community

Church, he cautioned attendees that we

face the dangerof doing ministry without

imagination and doing it instead by mem

ory. "We quit inventing the future and

start repeating the past."

6 WINTER 2010-11

Christian comedian

entertained the crowr

grand ballroom and s

Paul Baloche led won

rallies of The Gatherirt

/

Jr̂ffAllen also

in the hotel's

nger/songwriter

ship in the latter

g-

"Jesus saw people;

Jesus had compassion;

Jesus met needs."

—KEITH LOY



Seminar Presenter Inspires Participants to

ACT COMPASSIONATELY

"You must be able to look

the poor in the eye,"

f I r!oa Sutler, founder of Breaktfirough
f I Urban Ministries, an organization in
I \ Chicago that "partners and walks

alongside those affected by

f \ poverty to develop skills and
open doors of opportunity," acted as a

seminar presenter onJanuary 5 at The

Gathering in Jacksonville, Florida, Sutler

challenged seminar participants with that

simple, yetprofound, statement.

Athree-day conference for Wesleyan pas

tors, missionaries, educators, and church

leaders. The Gathering served to "renew,

rekindle, and retool" those in ministry.

In her "Compassion Outreach to Your

Community" seminar, the evidence of

Gutter's passion to serve and minister to

the poor came out during her presenta

tion time,

"Caring for the poor isn't a burden," she

said, "It's an adventure with the heart of

God." Suffer believes that God speaks to

Christians as we help others and serve

those in need. She challenged the 100 or

so in attendance to assess compassion

ate ministries within their communities

and evaluate with whom their churches

can partner.

"if you wantto minister with compassion

you have to go where the hurting, broken

people are," said Gutter. "You can't stay

isolated and have to get outside your

comfort zone,"

Gutter's seminar was just one of twenty

offered during The Gathering. Many of

the seminars were held in packed or

standing-room-oniy settings.

"Don't ask experts what you should do [to help the

poor]. Ask the Holy Spirit for direction."
—ARLOA SUHER

M



The Wesleyan Church must target missionary
outreach to the citites of North America
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he Gospel of Luke records our Lord saying, "The

harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the

Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into

his harvest field" (Luke 10:2).

North Americar the New Mission Field

Where is the harvest plentiful in our day? It is in North

America, the new mission field. As Richard J. Mouw, pres

ident of Fuller Theological Seminary states, "The North

American Christian community today is in a missionary

location." In the book. Confident Witness—Changing World,

editor Craig Van Gelder declares, "Today North America

needs to be treated as a mission field in the same way that

we have approached much of the rest of the world for the

past several centuries." Is it time for the church to employ

those skills of missionary compassion, vision, and resources

and apply them to the North American

mission field? The mission field is among

the unchurched in North America.

It has been reported that in the United

States alone the unchurched population is

the largest mission field in the English-speaking world and

the fourth largest globally.' According to Impact Canada,

only 18 percent of Canadians attend church regularly, and

now North America is the only continent where Christianity

is not growing.^

Where is the mission field located? In cities all across this

continent. Historically, the majority of NorthAmericans lived

in a rural agricultural setting, but in recent decades North

America has seen unprecedented urban growth. It is trending

much like the global scene. For the first time ever, more peo

ple live in the cities around the world than in rural areas. One

church planting strategist states, "half of all people in the U.S.

and Canada live in just 43 cities with populations of over one

million."^ The Wesleyan Church must target missionary out

reach to the cities of North America.

Mandate to Reach the Cities

Therefore, the Board of General Superintendents, in

cooperation with our district superintendents, is launching

Hope & Holiness Trust which will involve a project

designed to purposely reach the urban centers of North

America. Every district can target its own cities or partner

with another district to intentionally impact a major urban

area with a Wesleyan witness. Pastors attending The

Gathering 2011 were challenged to join this thrust to reach

the urban areas of North America. The Hope & Holiness

Trust is designed to create capacity for the church to

reach the cities of North America through aggressive

evangelism, urban church planting, and multiethnic

ministries.

God has called and empowered The Wesleyan Church

"to fulfill the Great Commission in the spirit of the Great

Commandment" by spreading hope and holiness that trans

forms communities. Together we can spread hope by telling

the good news of transformational grace as a catalyst for per

sonal and social holiness. We can take part of transforming

our culture. The thrust of the Hope & Holiness Trust is to

launch a major movement of evangelism and church plant

ing into the urban areas of North America. To do this, we

North America is the only continent
where Christianity is not growing.

must be intentional in launching new multiethnic ministries

into these areas. The Hope & Holiness Trust has the poten

tial to provide the Wesleyan movement with resources well

beyond what is normally received so that our effectiveness

in the world will be well beyond our traditional efforts.

Join the Movement

The challenge is huge, but our God is able to supply the

people and resources for us to spread hope and holiness to

transform our communities! He is able to do immeasurably

more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power

that is at work within us. Let us unite in the challenge of

2 Samuel 10:12, "Be strong and let us fight bravely for our

people and the cities of our God. The Lord will do what is

good in his sight."

Join us today in reaching the cities of North America

by being a member of the Hope & Holiness Trust. Visit

www.wesleyan.org/trust to sign up to be a prayer partner

or to contribute to a legacy of impacting North American

cities. •

Thomas E. Armiger is General Superintendent of The
Wesleyan Church.

1. Nina G. Gunter, "United States and Canada: An Authentic Mission Field, Cultural Expressions," 2010.
2. "Why Plant Churches," Impact Canada, www.impactcanada.org/en/why.html (accessed Sept. 14, 2010).
3. Shane Craven, "Top Ten Reasons to Plant Churches," retrieved from http://shanecraven.eom/2008/07/17/top-ten-reasons-to-plant-churches,
(accessed Sept. 14, 2010).
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The award-winning

policeman is no

an assistant pa

J

Police Chief

©avid Daigneault is not what he used to be.
Once chief of police for James City County,

Virginia, his badge was a silent symbol of his authority.

Now the Bible is his prominent symbol of authority. The

retired award-winning policeman is now an assistant

pastor in The Wesleyan Church. Rev. Daigneault fin

ished ministry training through FLAME, was ordained

by the Shenandoah District (pictured at his ordination,

right, with General Superintendent Dr. Thomas E.

Armiger), and is now a volunteer staff pastor of missions

and administration at Christ Community (Wesleyan)

Church near Williamsburg, Va.

One Book

Daigneault's new life began when Christ Community

pastor and police chaplain. Rev. Randy Gamer, gave him

a copy of E. M. Bounds' classic book. Mighty Prevailing

Prayer. Later, the formerly hard-living chief said to his

10 WINTER 2010-n

pastor, "Chappie, there was a sinner's prayerat the end of
that book you gave me. I prayed that prayer." The new

Christian started attending Christ Community's Monday

night services, which were launched by Pastor Gamer as

an outreach to those unable to attend on Sunday because

of their work.

One Passion

The policeman-tumed-pastor has a contagious mis
sionary zeal. His interest in missions began on a trip to

Guatemala. As he saw the conditions of the country and

the spiritual hunger of its residents, David felt a convic
tion on his heart. He said to his pastor, "I feel like the

Lord is calling me to be a missionary." Encouraged by

the pastor to begin following his ministry calling, David
began to audit FLAME courses through the Department

of Education and the Ministry. Rev. Gamer continued to

mentor the "new" Chief, and soon advised him to enroll



feel like the Lord

is calling me to be

amissionary. ^ ^
in the FLAME classes as a student. David, along with

his wife Bobbie, continued to serve faithfully in the

local congregation.

Countless Lives

Pastor David has made several return trips to

Guatemala. His work on behalf of the Central American

country of over 14 million people includes helping to free

Guatemalans enslaved by the human trafficking industry.

As a member of the Intemational Justice Mission, a faith-

based human rights agency that secures justice for victims

of slavery, sexual exploitation, and other forms of violent

oppression, the former policeman has assisted in the

release of many human trafficking victims.

L-R, Dr. TomArmiger, Dave Deneaiill

And the new Wesleyan pastor is also an assistant

chaplain with the same police department where he

served for over 30 years. In addition, the former chief is

now president of the Virginia Association ofAccreditation

for Police and Sheriffs.

One person, one book, one prayer, one disciple, and

now, hundreds of lives touched by the message of hope

and holiness. •

—Jerry Brecheisen

Your congregation has
placed its trust in you...

... more than 100,000 congregations
place their trust in us.
Let's face it... insurance is basically a matter oftrust: you trusting a company like oursto be there foryou
when you need us. To payclaims fast and fairly. To understand how unique yourreligious organization
truly is.

Church Mutual insures morethan twice as many congregations as any other insurer. And every year, we
come to the aid of more congregations. Our experience and dedication to the religious community are
simply unparalleled.

For a detailed on-site risk analysis of your facilities and activities (a value-added
service we offer at no charge) and premium quotation, or for a closer look at
why morethan 100,000 religious organizations trust Church Mutual, simply
call800-554-2642 or go to www.churchmutual.com/onsite.

Church Mutual is reconuneiided by the Wesleyan Church's
Board of General Superintendents.

Church
Mutual,
INSURANCE COMPANY

Listening. ILearning. ILeading?

Listening Learning. Leading isaregistered trademarl; o'CKrjrch Mytua' Insurance Company. ©20'OCLiurch Mutual Insurance Company



Multicultural Church

Celebrates
Oalm Tree, amulticultural Wesleyan church in

Elk Grove Village, 111., celebrated its first

birthday on September 19. The worship service was a

celebration of many milestones, according to Illinois

District Superintendent Dr. Ray Bamwell. Those mile

stones included a Passion Play trip, a college and

career panel for students and parents, gardens, cooking

classes, Bible studies, early morning prayer meetings,

Korean and English worship services, and significant

progress on their worship facility.

Pastors Sunju and Kwan Chong serve as pastors of

the multicultural, multi-language church. Dr. Barnwell

said of the co-pastors, "Their willingness to tackle

what many would perceive as impossible is remark

able. To become the pastors of a church with no

members and no guarantee of salary is almost unheard

of in today's world." Palm Tree's lay leader, Bill

Krause, said the church is "a group of miracles."

According to Dr. Bamwell, the year-old congregation

now includes Koreans, Anglos, Hispanics, African-

Americans, and Chinese worshiping together. •
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General Board Sets

Direction
for the m W"

Future
he November 16-17 meeting of The Wesleyan
Church's General Board cast a deciding vision

for the expansion of the church's global ministries.
Rev. Clarence Love, church planter in Detroit, Mich.,
reflected what was on the hearts of the board in his
November 17 devotional. Rev. Love's congregation.
Transforming Church, describes itself as a church without
walls. Since its spring 2010 launch, the church has con
ducted 13 food distributions that helped to feed over
7,000 families in the city's Northwest area.

Imperatives for Ministry
Dr. Jo Anne Lyon, chairperson of the Board of General

Superintendents, which includes Dr. Thomas E. Armiger
and Dr. Jerry G. Pence, expressed seven directives for
The Wesleyan Church as it ministers to the lost:

1. We need the authenticity of Christ in our personal
lives.

2. We need the renewal of the Holy Spirit blowing
through our midst.

3. We need to heed God's call to ethnic diversity.
4. We need a new emphasis on church health.
5. We need a new emphasis on church planting.
6. We sense the need of urban ministry.
7. We need a new call to prayer.

Operational Approvals
Board member Betty Weatherby led the November

16 opening worship service that included times of inter
cessory prayer for the ministries of the denomination.
During the legislative sessions that followed, the
General Board approved temporary operational appen
dix for the General Superintendent Chair, Headquarters
Executive Cabinet, and Headquarters Divisions, heard
updates from the General Superintendent Chair and the
Divisional Chairs on progress made in implementation
of the divisional pilot program, and approved the audit
for fiscal year 2010.

Other Business
In other business the General Board:

• Discussed the role of Wesleyan higher education
in The Wesleyan Church.

• Discussed the role of publishing in The Wesleyan
Church.

www.wesleyan.org

• Received update on Hephzibah Ministries, Inc.
• Approved changes in Southem Wesleyan University

bylaws.
• Approved the delivery of Wesley Seminary services.
• Approved a policy in response to the auditor's request

for approval of General Officers credit card receipts
and expense reimbursement. •

Elections
Wesleyan Native Ministries Board

Dr. Richard Emery Rev. Jeremy Bays
Rev. Isaac Smith

Bethany Bible College Board
Rev. Anita Eastlack

Rev. Mike Fisher

Rev. Rick Kavanaugh
Rev. D. Joseph Payne
Rev. Wayne Wager

Houghton College Board
Rev. Stanley Hoover
Dr. Joey Jennings
Rev. Brent Russet

Rev. Steve Wilson

Rev. Wes Dupin
Rev. Steve Moore

Rev. Mick Veach

Mr. David White

Dr. Harry Wood
Mr. Elwood Zimmerman

Indiana Wesleyan University Board
Rev. Daniel Bickel Mr. Mark Meeks

Rev. Glenn Black Mr. Norris Hall

Dr. Malcolm Evans Rev. Kevin Myers
Mr. Barry Hines

Oklahoma Wesleyan University Board
Rev. Edgar Chacon Rev. Isaac Smith
Mr. Warren Little Mr. Steve Stedwell

Rev. Ed Rotz Dr. Robert Campbell
Mr. Roger Skelly Mr. Don Walker

Southern Wesleyan University Board
Dr. Daniel Berry Rev. Patrick Styers
Rev. Wes Brown Mr. D. Michael Chambers

Mr. Darl Fowler Mr. J. D. Fralin

Rev. Daniel LeRoy

Wesleyan Investment Foundation Board
Rev. Oliver B. Dongell
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Imagine a network of churches, related to and loving one another.

Deliberate Diaspora
MIKE HIL50N

Diaspora: The scattering of a religious
group away from its place of origin

"On that day a great persecution broke out against the church
at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered

throughout Judea and Samaria ... Those who had been
scattered preached the word wherever they went" (Acts 8:1^).

Dispersed but not DiscouragedOfter Pentecost the early church was going strong. The
church was growing and its sheer numbers were begin
ning to have an impact on the surrounding Jewish and

Roman cultures. Surely life was good. It is not difficult to imag
ine discussions among members of this new group, ushering in a
wonderful direction for Jerusalem as they preached the Good

News of this risen Messiah! But the Jewish and Roman leaders

would have none of that. They began to persecute the new group

and pressure them to stop speaking in the name of Jesus. The
pressure continued to mount and ultimately tumed into persecu
tion. Many Christians were forced out of the city.

But they were not forced out of their faith.

And so they moved. And everywhere they went these new
Christians took their faith with them. They went out preaching,
teaching, baptizing, making disciples, and serving just as Jesus
had instructed and God has planned. They were leading people to

faith in Jesus the Christ throughout the known world and reach
ing new people groups and nations. Wliat seemed to be the worst

possible circumstance for the early Christians became their great
est advantage. Their diaspora gave rise to the rapid growth of
Christianity.

The Christian movement had begun.

Evangelistic Movers
As I reflect on that historic time of church growth, two North

American church leaders come to mind. The first is Frances

Asbury. Overshadowed by the life of his mentor, John Wesley,
Frances Asbury is not as well remembered. Many people in the
Wesleyan movement cannot recount his life and accomplish
ments. Yethis work has had a tremendous impact on society.
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Asburyarrivedin NorthAmerica in 1771 with the blessing of
John Wesley to work with the Methodists on that continent. Upon
arrival, he found about 550 Methodists in North America, con

centrated mostly in New York and Philadelphia. Asbury
immediately set to work, and by some accounts preached over
16,000 sermons during the next 45 years and traveled more than
200,000 miles—all on horseback or foot. He was an extremely

effective evangelist, and many were won to Christ. By the time of
his death in 1816, there were approximately 250,(X)0 Methodists
and over 700 ordained preachers in what had become the United
States of America.

The Methodist movement in the United States had begun.

The second leader is Chuck Smith, who founded Calvary

Chapel Church in Costa Mesa, Calif., in 1965 with only 25
members. The congregation began a growth pattern that was
unprecedented at that time and is impressive by any standard.
Today it is currently listed as one of the 25 largest churches in
the United States. But the growth of the Costa Mesa congre
gation is not what captures my attention. It is the fact that
Smith began to start other churches. Today, that group of 25
people has become a fellowship of churches with over 1,400
congregations worldwide.

The Calvary Chapel movement has begun.

The Value of a Movement

What captured my attention in each of these accounts is not
the church growth itself—though that is impressive. It is the
movements that God birthed through these leaders. In thinking
about evangelism, I began to consider the value of creating a
movement rather than simply seeing growth.



Now I am a product of the church growth age. I have been to
the conferences, read the books, done the work, and grown the
church. I can tell you that the techniques work. When Tina and I
arrived here in La Plata, Maryland, in 1999 there were about 70
people attending New Life Wesleyan Church. Today there are
more than 1,000 attending each week. We have completed three
building projects and can now house three independent congre
gations simultaneously on the property.

But that is not what I am most excited about. My greatest Joy
is that the Vine WesleyanChurch, Garage WesleyanChurch, Real
Life Wesleyan Church, and Kneeling Point Wesleyan Church
have each been allowed by God to launch from our congregation
over the past five years. While New Life has a weekly attendance

of just over 1,000, the New Life network of churches has a

weekly attendance of over 1,500!

These are five unique congregations with five independent
pastors, meeting for a combined nine worship services each week

in three locations.

Our goal is both to grow big churches that make a big differ
ence in individual lives and to build a movement that will make

a difference in our culture. Churches affect communities; a move

ment affects the culture.

The Larger Task
Jesus called us to more than just reaching those in close prox

imity to us. He called us to be like Him, and He took on the sin of

all mankind. He challenged the prevailing culture of the day with
love and sacrifice. He took on the religious culture. He came to
change a lot more thanjust one heart—he came to change the world!

Our focus as pastors and church leaders has been too much on

the building of our particular churches. All too often we are so
focused on the great work of building an individual congregation
and reaching a particular community that we lose sight of the
greater work of affecting the entire culture around us.

Churches affect communities;

a movement affects the culture.

It is true that we have become adept at growing congregations.
We have seen the birth of wonderful megachurches that are doing
powerful work in their communities and, in some cases, around
the world. Yet it is also true that we are losing our society.

Perhaps we need a movement to go along with our growth.

Oak Trees versus Crabgras
Think of it this way—it is as if the church growth culture has

taught us to cultivate massive and wonderful oak trees. We have

learned to grow strong and powerful trees with deeply anchored
root systems capable of withstanding the strongest wind of the
enemy. That is impressive. But in the space between the mighty
oaks, crabgrass begins to spring up. Though small, crabgrass
grows quickly because each plant sends roots both down into the
soil and over into the surrounding area. New plants can spring up

www.wesleyan.org

quickly because they are connected to another healthy plant.
Before long, all the surrounding lands are covered with crabgrass.
The result is disastrous.

In the same way, our growth of mighty megachurches, valu
able as they are, has not stemmed the tide of individual sin,

heretical beliefs, and spiritual darkness that springs up quickly
across our culture.

What if the church began acting less like an oak tree and more
like crabgrass? What if we were able to maintain a dual focus on
growing both larger and more congregations? What if each new

church was given the freedom to develop its own root system that

it was connected to the original but not dependenton it?And what
if that new church was determined to send out more shoots and

develop even more churches? another church? What if we were
willing to allow a unique root system to develop while all three
were still connected and existing in an interdependent relationship
to one another? What if we had a greater concern on developing

the church as a movement rather than a monument?

Imagine a network of churches, related to and loving one
another in a common geographic location, working together to
build a movement and literally changing the culture around them!
That would be powerful.

Building a Movementr Not a Church
At New Life we have a saying, "We are not building a church,

we are building a movement." I don't have to remind people that
we are building a church—they get that. Sometimes I do need to
remind them that we are doing something more. That is why in

times when our congregation's numerical growth is slower, we
may plant a church anyway. And when we are in the midst of a
building program that is costing more than we had imagined, we
may plant a church anyway. And when a leader has been raised up
to lead a new congregation, this pastor may allow him to address
the church and offer encouragement to anyone who wishes to go

with him—including leaders! We are not building a church, we are
building a movement.

We are called by God to, "go and make disciples of all nations"
(Matt. 28:19). That task involves more than creating a local church,
even a really big one. When Jesus gave the early Church this call,
he backed it up by driving them out of Jerusalem. He dispersed
them. He wanted the church to get moving.

Perhaps while we are gathering more people unto us, we
should be sending more people out from us.

Perhaps while we are holding them in our hearts, we should
be letting them go into the world.

Perhaps while we are building big churches, we should also be
building more churches.

Perhaps while we are training great leaders, we should also be
releasing great leaders.

Perhaps the church should be a little less like an oak tree and

a bit more like crabgrass.

Perhaps Diaspora is not such a bad thing after all. •

Mike Hilson Is senior pastor of La Plata Wesleyan Church in
La Plata, Maryland.
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New Evangelism and

Church planting
will remain

the department's
top priority.

Church Growth Team Meets at
Headquarters

ew and continuing team members in the General

Department of Evangelism and Church Growth
(E&CG) made prayer for the Holy Spirit's anointing and for
spiritual awakening in North America their first priority
when they met recently at Wesleyan World Headquarters.

New Team in Place

General Superintendent Jerry Pence led the group in sev
eral days of intensive team building and strategic planning.
The newest B&CG team members include (pictured from
left): Phil Struckmeyer, church multiplication champion;
Alfredo Barreno, director of Hispanic Ministries; Tim
Roehl, director of Church Renewal and Multiplication;
Margaret Gasperson, church planter coaching coordinator;
Jerry Pence, interim General Director; and Mark Butcher,
church planter assessment director.
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This department is responsible for resourcing leaders
and congregations in several areas that are vital to The
Wesleyan Church becoming more intentional as a mis-
sional multiplication movement. These include church
health and renewal, church planting and multiplication,
personal and corporate evangelism, ethnic and intercul-
tural ministries, and missional leadership development.

Priority on Church Planting
According to Dr. Pence, church planting will remain the

department's top priority. New congregations add much
needed vitality and freshness to denominations, and, more
importantly,they multiply disciples, leaders, and other new
churches to spread hope and holiness by making Christ
known. Department personnel and resources will concen
trate on providing support systems and top quality tools for



New congregations add vitality and multiply disciples.

assessing, training, coaching, and networking high capacity
church planters, as well as raising funds for grants to assist
new churches in the early stages of their development. At
the same time, existing congregations will benefit from
new tools for local church health evaluation and design
their own customized ministry action plans for church
transformation. The department will provide church growth
coaching and networks for peer learning and best practice
sharing. Dr. Tim Roehl, an expert in church planting and
church health leadership assessment, training, and coaching,
will be the primary point person in these areas beginning in
January 2011.

Hispanic Ministry Growth
Hispanic ministry—an exciting growth edge for The

Wesleyan Church, which cuiTentlyhas over 140 Spanish-lan
guage congregations in the United States and Canada—will
rise to new levels with the employment of our first, full-time
Hispanic general church leader. Reverend Alfredo Barreno is
an experienced church planter and ministry consultant and
will begin his duties in January also. He will help create cul
turally appropriate systems that will mirror the church
multiplication and church health priorities of the department.

JESUS Film

Partnership

He will also supervise FLAMA, a Spanish-language ministry
preparation program for new ministers, church planters, and
lay leaders.

Church Planter Development
Rev. Phil Struckmeyer is currently lead pastor of Impact,

a Wesleyan church in Lowell, Mich., that has birthed a sec

ond and third generation of new congregations through its
passion for reaching lost people for Christ. His concentration
will be on church planter recruitment, training, and network
ing for peer encouragement and learning. Mrs. Margaret
Gasperson is the trainer and coordinator for a growing corps
of skilled Wesleyan church planter coaches. She will also be

available to assist districts in developing their own internal
coaching teams. Dr. Mark Butcher will lead semiannual,
church planter assessment events to help potential church
planters and their sponsors evaluate their prospects of future
effectiveness in starting new churches. He will also assist
regional or district-based assessment centers in developing
dependable quality controls and their own teams of qualified
assessors. Mrs. Rhonda Moore and Mrs. Mary Ellis will
serve as administrative assistants for the directors. •
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$10 shows the JESUS iWm to 25 people
10 will respond

800.707.7715 | www.globalpartnersonlme.org/Jesusfilm
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Capacity Crowd at Writers Conference Hears Jerry Jenkins

New York Times #1 Bestselling
Author Jerry B. Jenkins headlined
the ninth annual Indianapolis
Christian Writers Conference, held
at The Wesleyan Church World
Headquarters in Indianapolis, Ind.,
November 5-6, 2010. A capacity
crowd heard him address the confer

ence Friday evening on the topic
"The Reading Writer." On Saturday
morning, he gave several "Thick-
Skinned First Page Critiques" to

participants who submitted work in
advance. Author of more than 175

books, including the Left Behind
series, Jenkins' sessions were
marked by humor and practical
advice.

Nearly 200 experienced and
aspiring writers from 22 states
attended more than 25 elective

workshops led by publishers,
authors, and literary agents. In addi
tion, the attendees had round table

discussions, panels, and one-on-
one consultations.

Donald D. Cady, General
Publisher for The Wesleyan Church,
announced that next year's
Indianapolis Christian Writers
Conference will be held on

November 4-5, 2011. The Wesleyan
Publishing House sponsors the
annual event.

Jerry Jenkins Finds Time to Give Back

In an interview after his Friday evening
presentation at the recent Indianapolis
Christian Writers Conference, New York
Times #1 Bestselling Author Jerry B.
Jenkins responded to questions in an
exclusive interview.

WL: Jerry, you are busy with a suc
cessful writing career, and have many
things to do. Why do you take time to
do things like this (speak at a confer
ence of 200 aspiring writers)?

I want to give back. When I started in
writing, I was encouraged by others who
were visible and successful. I don't do it a

lot because I do have a lot of things to do,
but especially when 1can combine appointments. I just spent
two days at Taylor University talking to students, also some
high school students who came in for the sessions.

WL: What are some future trends in Christian publishing?
The technology is changing so quickly. We will always

have books because there are people who like the tactile
sense of holding a book. But we have people today who are
used to reading everything on a screen and they have shorter
attention spans. So in addition to the books, we have e-books
that people can read on their computers, Kindles, etc.

WL: What is your main concern with the development
of young writers?

1. Texting is not writing. Too much blogging is not real writ
ing, although there are some good bloggers. So we still
need things written, and the cream will still rise to the top.

2. People call me who tell me they want to write a book, but
they've never written anything. Starting with a book is
like starting your education at the graduate level. So
people need to write articles and devotionals and shorter
pieces before they tackle a book.
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WL: What role does the church play in
the future of publishing, especially in
encouraging young writers?

I'd like to see more churches send
young, aspiring writers to conferences.
Offer them $100 and let them find the rest.

But that would be a great encouragement.
Also, writers conferences could have
tracks for younger writers. We have a cou
ple at our writing conference.

WL: What about the cultural shifts we

see today and how they are affecting
the church?

Because I wrote the Left Behind series

and spent so much time thinking about the
end times, it is easy to think we're living in the last days. We
are already at a day when we call bad good and good bad,
People who have a personal faith are thought of as religious
extremists and are marginalized. There are people who are
derisive of anyone who hold to any kind of standard.

WL: What do you like to read?
I like to read good writing. Right now I'm reading the auto

biography of Mark Twain. He did not want it published for
100 years. He died in 1910, so it's out and it is very contem
porary.

WL: What do you say to those people who criticize
your view of biblical prophecy?

Dr. Tim LaHaye used to say we don't break fellowship
with those with whom we disagree. Anyway they will get their
minds changed in the air.

—Ron McClung

For additional information, visit the Jerry Jenkins Writer's
Guild website: www.christianwritersguild.com



Holiness Denomination Leaders Meet to Strengthen Ties
Superintendents, presidents, and

bishops of ten denominations and
holiness bodies, including Wesleyan
General Superintendents Jo Anne
Lyon, Thomas Armiger, and Jerry
Pence, participated in a recent, two-
day meeting of the Wesleyan
Leaders Summit in Lenexa, Kansas.

The event was held at the Global

Ministry Center for the Church of the
Nazarene on December 3-4, 2010.
Its focus was on present and future

collaboration for promoting the
Wesleyan message and mission of
spreading scriptural holiness.

Several task forces were appointed
by this year's summit members to do
follow-up work on topics of mutual
concern—including development of
an online, digital holiness classics
library; procedures to allow for easier
transfer of ministerial personnel and
credentials for ministers in good
standing between member bodies;

statements for possible joint releases
that address pressing social and
moral issues; and cooperative sched
uling of Holiness Summits
(grassroots-led, regional events to
encourage holiness evangelism and
revival). A subcommittee was also
appointed to develop proposals for a
voluntary global Wesleyan alliance
that could foster greater cooperation
and synergy among likeminded
church bodies worldwide.

Wesleyan Leaders Summit repre
sentatives gather annually for
professional enrichment, fellowship,
sharing best practices, discussion of

NEWS

cultural trends and current issues

impacting their ministries, and infor
mal networking to encourage greater
interdenominational cooperation.

Executives at this year's summit
included representatives of the
Church of the Nazarene, the Free

Methodist Church, The Salvation
Army, Church of God Ministries, The
Missionary Church, the Churches of
Christ in Christian Union, the Church

of Christ Holiness (USA), the
Congregational Methodist Church,
the Methodist Protestant Church, and
The Wesleyan Church. Additional
leaders from the Evangelical Church,
the Evangelical Methodist Church,
and the International Fellowship of
Bible Churches anticipated attending,
but were unable to do so at the last

minute. The next Wesleyan Leaders
Summit will be held December 2-3,
2011, in Circleville, Ohio.
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A Holiness Journal:

My Experience

Ogave my heart to the Lord when Iwas in ele
mentary school. Following my high school

graduation 1 answered God's call to ministry and

enrolled at the former United Wesleyan College in

Allentown, Pennsylvania.

It Was My Moment
In my growing up years the message of holiness that

I heard was very clear cut: if you knew about holiness

and did not pursue it, grave things could happen to you.

But during a chapel service, the speaker presented the

message of heart holiness and gave an invitation. I don't

remember the name of the speaker or the outline of his

message; I just knew it was my moment to pursue holi

ness, to make a full surrender of my life to Jesus Christ.

1 responded to the invitation, knelt at the altar, and the

Lord did as He had promised—He sanctified me. 1 do

remember that it happened so quickly and so easily that

I questioned it, but it was at that point that I experienced
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RONALD D. KELLY

the cleansing of the Holy Spirit. There was nothing

"grave" about it. God tilled my heart with His love and

gave me a new power for ministry and service.

The Beginning of a Deeper Walk
That was just the beginning of a deeper walk with

Christ. I believe I came away from the college experi

ence, modifying the harsh "one sin and you lose it"

stance. I recognized that God could forgive our sin with

out our having to start all over again. In addition I was

more willing to let others define holiness in their terms.

While attending Asbury Seminary, one of my profes

sors, Dr. David Seamands, helped me become more

comfortable with the time lapse between the experience

of justification and the sanctification experience. But the

most freeing theological experience was the study of

John Wesley himself. 1 could feel comfortable with

Wesley: I often struggled with other writers on inter

preting him ...



So my ongoing struggle was not so much with the

Wesleyan doctrine as it was with how well people who
claimed it lived it out in their lives. Where I was raised

some of the most vocal exponents of the doctrine were

the harshest and hardest on their pastors. I was a firm

believer that holiness was practical and that it made a

positive difference in relationships.

The Practice of Heart Purity
My thesis in college was on the doctrine of heart

purity. Later, when I went back to Asbury to pursue a

Doctor of Ministries degree, my focus again was on the

doctrine of heart purity. That study included two class

projects. One was writing a paper on "The Relationship

of Christian Practice to the Doctrine of Heart Purity in

the Wesleyan Tradition." The writing involved the use

of case studies to evaluate whether entire sanctification

actually made a difference in the lives of those who

were a part of the holiness tradition.

The second was a saturation teaching on the doctrine

of heart purity in a local church setting. Since I was pas-

toring while attending seminary, I taught a doctrinal
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series on entire sanctification in my own church. The

Sunday morning messages covered the basic elements

of the holiness doctrine. During the Sunday evening

services I taught on the misconceptions about the doc

trine. During the midweek services we focused on John

Wesley's classic book. Plain Account of Christian

Peifection.

The local church project was very rewarding. I came

through that process encouraged that a number of my

parishioners were truly living the holy life. Both the

study and my interaction with those parishioners have

affected my original struggles and conclusions—but

with more love built into the equation. And I still believe

in and teach or preach the life-changing, cleansing work

of the Holy Spirit in the (as a) crisis experience. In a

moment, God filled me with His Spirit. And I firmly

believe He will do the same for you. •

Ronald D. Kelly is GeneralSecretary of The WesleyanChurch
and editor of Wesleyan Life.

CHANGE YOUR

WORLD.

urpos

• • -v. •

Bartlesville,
800-468-6292

www.okwu.edu

Marion, IN

866-GO TO tWU

www.indwes.edu

Central,
SOO-CU-AT-SWt'̂
www.swu.edu



OBITUARIES

Skyline Church Founder Called a Modern Paul
Dr. Orval C. Butcher (92), founder of
Skyline Wesleyan Church near San

V M Diego, California, died October 5. Dr. Jo
Anne Lyon, General Superintendent of
The Wesleyan Church, likened the vet
eran Wesleyan's lifeand ministry to that of

Paul the Apostle. She said, "Pastor Butcher has been a
'Paul' of The Wesleyan Church and the wider evangel
ical movement who truly lived and believed that nothing
is impossible with God. His message and life will con
tinue to flourish for generations."

Dr. Butcher moved to the San Diego area in 1954
and planted a Wesleyan church. The attendance on
the church's first Sunday was 400. From that begin
ning, a congregation grew to over 1,300, which was

Bullock, Robert M. (79)
Rev. Robert M. Bullock was a retired commissioned minister in the

Greater Ohio District at the time of his death. Prior to his retirement, he
pastored the Ashley Wesleyan Church for five years and the Columbus
Fifth Avenue Wesleyan Church for twenty-seven years. He was an
Armyveteran of the Korean War. He was preceded in death by his fimt
wife Wilma and a son. Keith. He is survived by his wife, Geneva, two
daughters, and numerous grandchildren.

Castle, Patricia A. (78)
Patricia A. Castle lived in Noblesville, Ind., at the time of her death.

She married Rev. Howard B. Castle (formerdirector of Estate Planning)
in 1957, and together they served Wesleyan churches in Indiana and
Ohio. She was a charter member of Fall Creek Wesleyan Church in
Fishers, Ind. She is survived by her husband, a son, two grandsons, ten
nieces, and four nephews. She was preceded indeath by two brothers,
a sister, and a daughter.

Colaw, Mabel (92)
Mabel Colaw lived in Bartlesville, Okla., at the time of her death. She

and her husband Charles (C. B.) fanned, ranched, and operated a retail
oil distributing company until they were called into full-time ministry.
They began ministry together in 1946 and served in churches in Kansas
and Oklahoma. The couple planted the First Wesleyan Church in
Bartlesville in 1959. Mrs. Colaw also assisted her husband as he served
as a districtsuperintendent in The Wesleyan Church for 34 years. She
traveled around the world ministering to missionaries and pastors and
spouses. She also served as a mentor for young pastors' wives.
Survivors include her husband, five sons, five daughters-in-law, one
daughter, one son-in-law, 17 grandchildren, 49 great-grandchildren, and
one great-great-grandchild.

Gafford, Rev. Elmer C. (89)
Rev. Elmer C. Gafford lived in Jonesboro, Ind., at the time of his death.

In 1950, he became an ordained minister in The Wesleyan Church and
served alongside hiswife,Gladys, in Kansas, Oklahoma, Missouri, Illinois,
and Indiana. He also served with many ministerial alliances in various
roles, directed youth camps, and acted as caretaker for World Gospel
Mission. He was a member of Westview Wesleyan Church in Jonesboro
for over 25 years. He was preceded in death by his wifeand by a daugh
ter. Survivors include one daughter, two sons, seven grandchildren, and
six great-grandchildren

Greenwalt, R. Max (70)
R. Max Greenwalt lived in Greenfield, Ind., at the time of his death. He

and his wife, Loretta, founded Greenfield Builders In 1978 and with their
sons founded Greenwalt Development in 1988. They established
GreenTree Senior Communities in 1995. Max was a member of Brown's
Chape! Wesleyan Church for 45 years and served on the IndianaCentral
District Board of Administration for 20 years. He also served on the
General Board of The Wesleyan Church, Indiana Wesleyan University
Board of Trustees, and the Economic Board for Circle Seven.
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extremely rare for evangelical churches at that time.
Retiring in 1981 after 27 years as Skyline's pastor, his
successors. Dr. John Maxwell followed by Dr. Jim
Garlow, inherited a ministry rich with influence and
staffed by capable leaders including youth pastor
Jimmy Johnson, worship leader Derric Johnson, and
music arranger Otis Sklllings.

A graduate of Miltonvale Wesleyan College (now
Oklahoma Wesleyan University) in Bartlesville, Okla.,
Orval Butcher was a gifted leader, speaker, and
musician, who served as a mentor to hundreds of
pastors. Following his retirement, he continued to
influence lives through his writings and his prayer
ministry. He is survived by his three children, six
grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren.

Oden, Rev. Ralph (78)
Ralph Oden, 78, died Sept. 29 in Marion, Ind. He had served as

pastor of Wesleyan churches in Missouri, Indiana, New York, Ohio,
and Michigan. He is survived by his wife, Esther (Daugherty) Oden,
one son, one daughter, one brother, and four grandchildren. His
brother Rev. William (Bill) Oden is also a former Wesleyan pastor and
long-time missionary with One Mission Society.

Richardson, Rev. Clifford (83)
Rev. Clifford Richardson lived in North Port, Fla., at the time of his

death. A graduate of God's Bible School In Cincinnati, Ohio, he pas
tored churches in Ohio, Kentucky, and Illinois. He was an Army
veteran of World War II. Rev. Richardson was preceded in death by
his daughter Priscilla in 2008. Survivors include his wife Lois, three
daughters, three brothers, seven grandchildren, four great-grandchil
dren, and one great-great grandchild.

Turner, Faith (92)
Faith Turner lived in Peoria, Ariz., at the time of her death. Faith and

her husband, Meredith, pioneered their last church in Sedona, Ariz.,
and also planted churches in WInslow and Prescott. The couple had
pastored Wesleyan and Pilgrim churches in Nebraska, Kansas,
Wisconsin, Indiana, Louisiana, and Arizona over a period of more than
40 years. Faith was an author, Sunday school teacher, director of the
Women's Missionary Society in the Arizona-New Mexico District, and
a western area director. She was preceded in death by her husband,
one sister, and one brother. Sun/ivors include three daughters, one
son, 10 grandchildren, 24 great-grandchildren, one great, great-grand-
son, and two sisters.

Watson, Rev. 0. Dean (81)
Rev. 0. Dean Watson lived in Watertown, S.D., at the fme of his

death. He married Barbara in 1949, and she survives. Rev. Watson pio
neered churches South Dakotaand pastored other churches inboth North
and South Dakota. He also served as district superintendent ofthe Dakota
District for eleven years. Other survivors include one daughter, one son,
six grandchildren, eleven great-grandchildren, and two brothers.

Welch. Rev.Melvin (91)
Rev. Melvin Welch was a resident of Six Lakes, Mich., at the time

of his death. He was a minister in The Wesleyan Church and served
inchurches in Michigan, Indiana, and North Carolina. Rev. Welch and
his first wife. Velma Norene, served as missionaries in Sierra Leone,
Africa from 1952-1955. He was preceded in death by Velma Norene,
who passed away in 1996, and his second wife, lone, in 2005.
Survivors include his wife,Arlynn, three children, eight grandchildren,
five great-grandchildren, eight stepchildren, twenty-four step grand
children, and twenty-four step great-grandchildren.
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