
The Secret TO Paul's Leadership • Leading Your Church • Why Jesus Drank and I Don't

Spring 2009

nection



Join us in partnering with churches to reach their communities for Christ Open a savings account at WIF today!

Wesleyan Investment Foundation | Cralg A. Dunn, CEO

Serving Higher Interests

317.774.7300 | wifoniine.com

EARN^-UVO
Deposits over $35,000

EARN .J • ^ /U
Deposits $5,000-35,000

EARN .J • U /O
Deposits less than $5,000

THIS AD IS NOT AN OFFER TO SELLSECURITIES W^D IT IS NOT SOLICITING AN OFER TO BUYSECURITIES

IRAs
now

available!



Genera! Editor: Ronald D. Kelly
Managing Editor: Jerry Brecheisen

Advertising and Circulation Manager:

Julie Alexander

The Wesleyan Church

Board of General Superintendents

Thomas E. Armiger
Jerry G. Pence

Jo Anne Lyon

Mission

The mission of The Wesleyan Church
is to exalt Jesus Christ by:
]. Evangelizing the Lost
2. Discipling the Believers

3. Equipping the Church
4. Ministering to Society

Published by
Wesleyan Publishing House

P. O. Box 50434

Indianapolis. Indiana 46250-0434

General Publisher: Donald D. Cady

Wesleyan Life (ISSN 0043 289X)

is published quarterly, free to
The Wesleyan Church constituency.

Home delivery is available for a minimum
donation of $10.00 per year

($15.00 Canadian, overseas $20.00 U.S.

funds, overseas airmail $50 U.S. funds)

Contents of this magazine are not to be
reproduced without written permission.
Signed articles present the views of the

writers and are the property of the writers.

Member

Evangelical Press Association

National Association ofEvangelicals

Correspondence
Address all editorial and advertising

correspondence, subscriptions,

and change of address to:
Mailing Address:

Wesleyan Life
P. 0. Box 50434

Indianapolis, Indiana 46250-0434

Physical Address:

13300 Olio Road

Fishers, Indiana 46037

Tel: 317.774.7909

Fax: 317.774.3924

E-mail: communications@wesleyan.org
Web: www.wesleyan.org

For changes of address give both old
and new addresses

"To prepare God's people for
works of service, so thai the body

of Christ may he built up "
(Ephesiuns 4:12).

LIFE
Copyright C 2008 The Wesleyan Church

CONTENTS

28

A Lfi.

i\im

Jmrtection
Leadership in the Century

' V'' VThe Secret
f iPaul's'LeaHer^i^

.( by Cjif^s Conrad \

Why Jesus Drank, and I Don't
by Denn Guptill

coming

next issue...

Community

Look for the icon

for articles found online at

www.wesleyan.org/doc

8

10

11

14

IB

21

22

24 Love Chapel Hill

32

33

iT*"

Volume 5, Number 4

Leadership for Women
in the Church

by Anita Carrion Quinones

We Never Would Have Made

It Without You

by H. G. Wilson

Leading Your Church
by Ronald D. Kelly

Living Like an Eagle
by Tammy Darling

Domestic Workers

Are Weekend Ministers

in Hong Kong
by Tricia Allen

Wesleyans Active in
Community Based Ministry

Frackville Church's Closet

Fills Need

by Maria Herne

Miracle on East 3rd Street

by Josh Johnson

Pursue Holiness

by Ron McCiung

Obituaries

E-zine is the electronic newsletter

of The Wesleyan Church. Updated
regularly, E-zine will give you the
latest news of General Church,

district, and local church events and

ministries.

Sign up today: www.wesleyan.org

Follow The Wesleyan Church
events on

facebook



The Power
°f Connection

By
Jo Anne Lyon

Leadership in the 21^^ Century

A
1 1
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joined Facebook a few months
ago. I find it interesting that when
I need to confirm a friend, the

language is inviting and signed,
"The Facebook Team." One gets
the feeling the team knows you and
somehow derives happiness when
you connect with your friend. I must
admit, when I get a note from a
friend that automatically transfers to
my Blackberry my heart is wanned.

We live in a networked world.

At our recent General Conference,
minute-by-minute reports were going
throughout the world via text mes
saging. Pastors are blogging about
their sermons and laypeople are
connecting through Twitter.

Connection is the bottom line;

technology is just one of the means
by which we do so.

Together
Much of leadership has to do with

being connected. Good leadership
today revolves around community,
collaboration, and self-organization
that strives toward the common

vision empowered by the Holy Spirit.
Perhaps that is what the writer of
Proverbs meant: "Plans fail for lack

of counsel, but with many advisers
they succeed" (15:22). People in this
century call for a flattened organiza
tion, which keeps the leaders near the
grass roots. People don't want distant
managers; they want to be involved
at a significant level. They want to
be connected.



Biblical language for being net
worked would be Paul's image of the
"body of Christ." Jesus' words at the
Last Supper certainly are connectors:
"This is my body given for you; do
this in remembrance of me" (Luke
22:19). Another powerful image of
people connected comes from the
writer of Revelation: "Before me was

a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, tribe, peo
ple and language standing before the
throne and in front of the Lamb...

[crying] in a loud voice: 'Salvation
belongs to our God, who sits on the
throne, and to the Lamb'" (7:9-10).

Opportunity
We, in the 2T' Century, with all

our connecting tools, have the oppor
tunity to create a global community.
Yes, I mean us—The Wesleyan
Church. Our theology, history, tradi
tion, and flexibility are foundations
for connectedness to bring healing to
a broken people and our world.

The words of Samuel Chadwick,

British Methodist pastor and author
in the early 1900s, are still relevant to
us today: "The Church has lost the
note of authority, the secret of wis
dom and the gift of power through its
persistent and willful neglect of the
Holy Spirit of God. Confusion and
impotence are inevitable when the
wisdom and resources of the world is

substituted for the presence and
power of the Spirit of God."*

After Pearl Harbor it was the

clergy who called the nation to
prayer. After 9/11 it was Oprah
Winfrey who called the nation to a
type of muted prayer. Who's calling
the nation to prayer today?

Greater Things God
Chadwick's words give me pause,

but I am not wringing my hands in

www.wesleyan.org

despair. 1 am encouraged by the desire
I sense throughout The Wesleyan
Church for a hunger to be holy and
active in being part of the future
Kingdom of God. The Holy Spirit is
at work, and new gifts of leadership
are evident around the world.

When 1 read the words of the

prophet Joel, as repeated by Peter on
the day of Pentecost, I am compelled
to consider again what the Holy
Spirit wants to do in each of us. The
very Spirit of God—the third Person
of the Trinity—promises to give
guidance, comfort, power, wisdom,
desire for God, heightened prayer,
conviction, as well as the gifts and
fruit of the Spirit. What more is
needed to be effective leaders in

this world?

In the 2f' century, the measure
of power is connectedness. While
nations are measuring military
strength and economies, the church
has a clear advantage of leadership in
connectedness. Solutions to issues

and challenges are discovered
through people with like passions.
Rick Warren recently said, "The only
thing big enough to solve the prob
lems of spiritual emptiness, selfish
leadership, poverty, disease, and
ignorance is the network of millions
of churches all around the world."

The Wesleyan Church has the
opportunity to shape the 2T' century
through its global connectedness by
the power of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus' words are always a chal
lenge. "1 tell you the truth, anyone who
has faith in me will do what I have

been doing. He will do even greater
things than these, because 1 am going
to the Father" (John 14:12 NIV). •

—Jo Anne Lyon, General Superintendent,
The Wesleyan Church

*SaiTiucl Chadwick, The Way to Pentecost,
(Fort Washington, Pa.; CLC Publications,
2000). 17.

Maxwel

"Of all the things a leader
should fear, complacency
should head the list."

"A good leader encourages
followers to tell him what

he needs to know, not what

he wants to hear."

"You've got to love your
people more than you love
your position."

"Agreat leader's courage to
fulfill his vision comes from

passion, not position."

—John Maxwell, an ordained minister in The

Wesleyan Church, is known worldwide as an

authority on leadership. Quotations are from

The 21 Indispensable Qualities ofa Leader:

Becoming the Person Others Will Want to
Follow, by John C. Maxwell
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The

to Paul's

Leadership
By Chris Conrad

The apostle Paul hadapowerful
ministry impact. He planted
churches; he wrote letters to

these churches, which became

much of our New Testament; he

helped define the look of Christianity
by bringing a key case to the
Jerusalem council; he maintained an

authentic relationship with Christ that
helped him to finish well. Obviously
all this was done with the guidance
and power of the Holy Spirit, but his
success is staggering nonetheless.

If you were to ask me the secret to
Paul's success, I would put his faith
ful walk with Christ at the top of my
list; but a close second would be his

passionate commitment to continu
ally raise up leaders.

SPRING 2009

Leadership development is one of
those "important/non-urgent" issues
Stephen Covey talks about. In the
20+ years I've been in pastoral min
istry, I can't remember anyone ever
asking me how many leaders I had
raised up as a benchmark of my suc
cess. And yet it's a key question to
the health of any congregation.

Why Develop
Leaders

Leadership allows the Kingdom of
God to expand more rapidly. Look at
the life of Paul: he was continually
raising up leaders around him
(Timothy, Titus, Pricilla, etc.)
because he knew that the more peo

ple who were providing leadership,
the more lives would

ultimately be impacted by the gospel
(2 Timothy 2:2).

It provides leaders for the church
long after we're gone. Developing
leaders is an excellent way to invest
in the long-term health and vitality of
a church. If God calls a pastor to
leave a church and move on to

another phase of ministry, one of the
greatest gifts he or she can give the
new pastor is a group of leaders who
have been raised up and are commit
ted to join in leading the church into
the future God has for them.

It inspires people to become all
they were created by God to be. It is
certainly true that some laypeople



recognize the leadership ability/potential God has placed
inside them and their responsibility to steward that well.
But in most cases, leadership is drawn out of people.
Some of the best leaders God has allowed me to help
mentor have been reluctant at first but are now serving as
high-capacity ministry leaders. They just needed some
one to come alongside them and say, "I believe in you! 1
believe God has placed in you the leadership gift! If
you're willing to enter into some training I think a whole
new world might open up to you."

It allows the pastor more time to focus in on the
specific gifts/talents/strengths God has given him or
her. Pastors cannot and should not lead all the areas of

the church; that would only stifle the full-redemptive
potential of the congregation. Instead, when pastors
intentionally take the time and make the effort to raise
up others into key leadership positions—empowering
and equipping them—it's a win, win, win, win situa
tion: The Kingdom wins, the ministry wins, the person
being developed wins, and the pastor wins because he
or she can now focus on "preaching and the ministry of
the Word" (see Acts 6).

How to Develop Leaders
Challenge potential leaders directly. This would

sound something like, "Mike/Michelle, I know you've
got leadership ability that could go a long way in help
ing us fulfill what God has called us to do here through
our church. Would you be willing to get together peri
odically to talk about how that leadership ability might
be maximized in our church?" This meeting is more
than a casual get-together. It doesn't need to be intense,
but it does need to be intentional. The pastor should
come to this time prepared to talk about leadership
skills that will help the layperson go to the next level in
his or her leadership ability.

Work with proven leaders. People who are currently
serving in leadership roles could be called together for
monthly leadership gatherings, perhaps to study a book
that deals with church vitality or leadership develop
ment. The church could periodically send leaders to
leadership conferences/events.

I commend those of you who are already raising up
leaders. Keep it up! Those of you who have not yet
given this much thought, give it some of your best
time. You'll be so happy you did! •

—Chris Conrml. Director of Church Planter Development in the
Department ofEvangelism and Church Growth

www.wBsleyan.org

Developing leaders
is an excellent way
to invest in the

long-term health
and vitality of
a church. 1
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Leadership
By Anita Carrion Quinones

Church

urrent opportunities for leadership for
women in the church vary from country
to country. Within any culture, the

church can choose attitudes and actions that

help strengthen it by recognizing the ministry
gifts of both male and female members.
These might include the following:

• Allow women to become ordained as

ministers in the church, using the same
requirements that are in place for men.

• Respect any woman who is in a place
of spiritual authority within the church.
Celebrate her ability to obey God's call
on her life.

• When a position of leadership within
the church becomes vacant, seek God's

person—male or female—to fill that
vacancy.

• Accept spiritual instruction from women
as well as men. The Holy Spirit uses both
male and female leaders to teach truth

from God's Word. •

—Anila Carrion Quinones,
former national superintendent of Peru

from "Women's Leadership in the Church,"
Global Voices, edited by Joy Bray



ists, pastors, or partners in ministry.
Not all of us have had a woman as our

pastor. But many of us who grew up in

at the feet of wives who did not possess
the giftedness or spiritual sensitivity to
truly minister to and with their husbands

With these poignant words
C. S. Lewis, in his auto

biography Surprised by
Joy, captured for us all

a sense of the value beyond measure
of our mothers.

Mother's Day will soon be observed.
Nice things will be said. Flowers will
be purchased. Restaurants will be
visited. Special programs and recog
nitions will occur at church. The kids

may even clean up their rooms. The
husband may cook breakfast, which
in my case would have more potential
to make her feel sick than special!

We are all aware of the enormous

contribution that mothers have made in

our lives personally—and to the
Church. What a debt is owed to them!

Not to just mothers, but to
all women. "Thank you"
seems an inadequate expres
sion of appreciation for the
massive influence women

have had and do have on

Kingdom-building.
Historically in much of

evangelical circle, men led
the church and women

nurtured it. For years the
vast majority of nurturing of
children and youth was done
by women. As Sunday school teach
ers, VBS workers, children's church

leaders, children's choir directors, and
a myriad other ministry roles, women

"Thank you" seems an inadequate
expression of appreciation for the
massive influence women have had

and do have on Kingdom building.
the church can name several women

evangelists who crossed our life path
with very meaningful ministry.

Women missionaries were a key
to the globalization of the gospel.
The worldwide missionary thrust of
the church would never have suc

ceeded to the extent it has without the

and be a tnie helpmeet to them.
"Without her help, he sank.'

We Never
Would Have Made It

Without YouBy
H. C. Wilson

enormous contribution made by
women missionaries. Often serving as
a partner in missions with a husband,

but even more

often serving
alone as a single
missionary.

Much of the

success that has

been attributed to

male pastors and
church leaders truly rests with their
wives. These women supported their
husbands and no doubt protected them
from faulty decisions. "With her help, he
flew high." Conversely, much of the fail
ure that has been attributed to male

pastors and church leaders may also rest

Women have sacrificially
given of themselves and their
talents to the cause of Christ.

have had a great impact on genera
tions of church kids. Before

"discipleship" was popular, women
were doing it. For this the church
owes a debt that cannot be paid.

Women preachers have been given
effective service as itinerant evangel-

www.wesleyan.org

Historically, the major share of
the prayer burden and intercession
in the church has rested on

women—and old saints, most of

whom are women. It's not that men

don't pray; but often the women were
the really serious prayer warriors.

In these and many other ways,
women have sacrificially given of
themselves and their talents to the

cause of Christ. Many of us have
been impacted beyond measure by
a godly mother. 1 am one of those.
Thanks to all of you for all you have
done for the cause. •

—H. C. Wilson is General Director of Global
Partners. The Weslevan Church

WESLEYAN



Leading Your
Church

By

Ronald

D. Kelly

A classic story tells ofapastor who often spent
his day off at train yards. Everyone assumed
he had a love for trains, but the pastor never
offered an explanation. One day a fellow

pastor asked him about this fascination, and the answer
was not what was expected. The pastor's reply was, "It's
nice to see something moving that I don't have to push."

Growing churches have pastors who know how to
push. Leadership is essential to any church, no matter

A
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the size. Below are five key actions that can help you
lead well as you pastor your church.

• Be sensitive to God's direction. Be sure you have
prayed through the decision you feel God is asking
you to make and that you're moving the church in
the direction that God wants you to go.

• Share your dream with other dreamers. You must
be able to put into words the course of action you
believe the church is being called to. Dreamers
catch visions and help others see it themselves.
Those who adopt a dream early enthusiastically
verbalize the concept to others.

• Keep the congregation infonned. Details must be
communicated, including evaluative information
regarding all implications if the action is taken.
Whether considering the cost of a building project
or the benefits of initiating a new ministry within
the church, the congregation must be made aware
of all details. Be sure to listen to the negative peo
ple around you to see if they see something that
you haven't yet noticed. Only proceed when you
have honestly answered their objections.

• Make sure the church has "buy-in." The people
may affirm a dream and let it die; but if they own
it, they will help see it through. The congregation
must own the concept and accept the risk that is
involved, even if it fails. If success is the result,

they will be able to embrace the church's victory.

• Work alongside other leaders and the congregation.
A pastor must work alongside the leadership team
as well as the congregation. Remember, the shep
herd who does not have a support group is not
leading; he is just out for a walk. •

—Ronald D. Kelly. General Secretary of The Wesleyan Church
and Editor ofWesitynn Life



The Word . . .

The eagle is used throughout
the Bible as a simile (a simile
compares two dissimilar things).
There are many interesting facts

about eagles that can be compared
with our Christian walk.

Eagles are always
looking up.

As Christians, we should always
be looking upward—not behind (the
past); not around us (the world); and

An eagle uses
the storm

to lift it to a

higher place.

They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings as
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and
they shall walk, and not faint.

- is. 40:31 KJV

not even in front of us (present
circumstances). And while animals
run for cover in a storm, an eagle uses
the storm to lift it to a higher place.
When an eagle senses a storm, it
doesn't think of just surviving—
it thinks of overcoming.

Use the storms of life to your
advantage (James 1:2—4).

Eagles are experts
at waiting.

Crows often pester eagles, knowing
eagles are unable to turn quickly to do
anything about it. The crow will attack
from behind or get on the eagle's
back. The eagle will simply wait until
the thermal currents come by. Then
the eagle leaps to the current and con

tinues to go higher and higher until it
gets to an altitude in which the

pesky crow cannot breathe.
Live in the current

of the Holy Spirit
fj '' 4 -iv-. (Romans 15:13).

Eagles have excep
tional eyesight.

An eagle can spot prey two miles
away. The higher the eagle flies, the
better its vision becomes. The higher
we go with Christ, the better we'll see
what we need to see. Sometimes we

don't see clearly enough simply
because we're not living high enough.

Learn to see through Christ's eyes
(Ephesians 1:18).

Old and worn eagles
renew themselves.

An eagle will get high on the rocks
and pluck out all of its feathers, one by
one. Considering a sizeable eagle can
have about 7,000 feathers, this can take
some time (as well as being painful).
But the eagle is not as concerned about
the pain as it is the process.

Make the situation a part of the per
fection process (2 Corinthians 7:1). •

—Tammy Darling lives in Three Springs, PA,
and is a freelance writer.

Living Like
By

Tammy
Darling
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The News . . .

Wesleyan Therapist Addresses
DS/GS Institute

Marriages, Inc.

Dr. Michael Sytsma,
an ordained minister

with The Wesleyan
Church, addressed the

Church's Board of

General Superintendents
and 32 of 34 district superintendents
at their annual DS/BGS Institute,

January 12-13.
Sytsma, a graduate of Indiana

Wesleyan University, is a licensed
professional counselor and certified
sex therapist who is under ministerial
appointment to Building Intimate

Doctrinal Symposium
A Doctrinal Symposium sponsored

by the Board of General Superintendents
will be held at the The Wesleyan Church
World Headquarters in Fishers, Ind.,
June 5-6,2009. The symposium will
bring together scholars, pastors and
church leaders to discuss hermeneutics-

(www.intimatemarriage.org).
Dr. Sytsma, a regular speaker at

the American Association of Christian

Counselors and Christian Association

for Psychological Studies conferences,
spoke on "Understanding and
Preventing Ministerial Sexual
Misconduct." George Bama Group
president David Kinnaman also spoke
to the attendees on "Unchristian:

What a New Generation Really
Thinks about Christianity."

The annual Institute was held at

the Hyatt Regency Jacksonville-
Riverfront in Jacksonville, Fla.,
January 12-13. Among the agenda

how Wesleyans interpret Scripture.
Any interested person is invited to
attend. Information about the

Symposium and online registration
is available at www.wesleyan.org/
bgs/doctrinal_symposium. •

Gtt Receives Ministry Award
Rev. John Ott, pastor

of Parkway Wesleyan
Church in Roanoke, Va.,
received the Virgil A.
Mitchell Excellence in

Pastoral Ministry Award
during a ceremony,
February 10, at Southern
Wesleyan University in Central, S.C.

The award holds special meaning
for Ott, who as a child would some

times tag along with his grandfather to
his job as custodian at The Wesleyan
Church headquarters, when Dr.
Mitchell was general superintendent.

"Every now and then Dr. Mitchell
would pass me in the halls and pat me
on the head. He would always call my
grandpa 'Rev. Ott," even though he was
the janitor," Ott said.

Mary Mitchell, Dr. Mitchell's
widow, said she is thrilled that Ott,

12 SPRING 2009

whom she has known for

many years, was named
the recipient of this year's
Mitchell Award.

University President
David Spittal praised Ott
as a shepherd pastor to his
congregation as well as to

his colleagues. Spittal noted that dur
ing his 19-year pastorate. Parkway
Wesleyan has grown from an average
attendance of 70 to more than 1,000.

The purpose of the VirgilA. Mitchell
Excellence in Pastoral Ministry Award
is to encourage excellence in ministry,
enhance the importance of pastoral min
istry, to recognize service to the church
and support of Southern Wesleyan
University, to emphasize the value of
ministerial training offered at the univer
sity and, most of all, to exalt the greatest
preacher of them all, Jesus Christ. •

items, which included seminars on

issues facing districts and local church,
was input on the 2011 Pastors Gathering
to be held at the same location.

General Superintendent Dr. Thomas
E. Armiger called the institute a
"wonderful time of fellowship and
learning." •

Pastor's Blog
Encourages
Women in Ministry

Sharon Westfall, licensed minister

and assistant pastor of New Creation
Church (Wesleyan) in Canby, Ore., has
a blog site for women in ministry.
Rev. Westfall, wife of Northwest District
Superintendent Karl Westfall, says on
her blog site (www.nwwim.blogspot.com)
that it is "a place to affirm, encourage,
support, and advocate for women seek
ing ordination in Tlie Wesleyan Church."

The blog also links to these Web sites:

• Education and the Ministry,
Women in Ministry:
http://www.wesleyan.org/em/
women_ministry_main

• Center for Women in Ministry:
www.centerforwomeninministry.org

• Wesleyan Holiness Women
Clergy: www.whwomenclergy.org

• Holiness Classics Library;
http://we.sley.nnu.edu/wesleyctr

The National Park Service Web

page is also linked and gives infor
mation about the first women's rights
convention, first held in a Wesleyan
chapel: http://www.nps.gov/wori/history
culture/the-first-womens-rights-
convention.htm. •



"Garden of Hope" Dedicated an anonymous donor,
the garden is approxi-

Centennial Road Standard Church

(an affiliate of The Wesleyan Church)
dedicated their new Garden of Hope
and Faith Walk Garden on October

26, 2008.

Located in Brockville, Ont.,

Canada, a garden of statues, flowers,
and shrubbery is situated near the
church building. Funded entirely by

mately one acre in size and
replicates the original Garden of
Hope in Grand Rapids, Mich. It is
based on the vision of Mary Verwys,
a counselor who looked for a differ

ent way to counsel women who have
had abortions. Visitors can enjoy the
quiet environment while surrounded
by the beautiful ponds, waterfall.

rocks, flowers, and statues of Jesus.

'The Garden's purpose is to provide
a refuge and place of healing for those
who hurt, and satisfaction for the spiri
tually thirsty," said Laurence Croswell,
pastor of Centennial. Currently,
seventeen Gardens of Hope exist in the
United States and one in Romania. The

Brockvillegarden is the only one
located in Canada. •

"Whatever the organizational strength of the church, the number and
size of its institutions, its true spiritual efficiency in accomplishing its
evangelistic mission depends on the direct proportion of holiness in
its individual members."

—A. M. Hills, "Holiness and Power," quoted in Global Voices, edited by Joy Bray

www.wesleyan.org WESLEYAN 13



Social Holiness . . .

i

Tricia

Alle

n the thriving metropolis of Hong
Kong, thousands of women live far
from their homeland and family
members. Their living quarters are

cramped and their free time is severely
limited. They arrive in one of the
largest cities in the world to live a
lonely life.

Many of these domestic workers
from the Philippines have found refuge
within The Wesleyan Church of Hong
Kong, a mission of the Philippine
General Conference, in the region of
over seven million inhabitants. Some

have placed their faith in Jesus for the
very first time.

The approximate 200 women do
more than meet for church and a meal

14 SPRING 2009
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every Sunday on the fourth floor of an
old, rickety building in the city. Once
they finish worshiping, they trek to
"Central," a busy district in Hong
Kong. Hundreds of domestic workers,
as well as thousands of natives and

internationals, congregate outside,
causing a few blocks in the area to be
closed to traffic. Some Filipino women
bring food, books, and hobbies; they
sit on blankets as they enjoy conversa
tion and camaraderie outside the

confines of their employer's home.
While the women enjoy times of

fellowship, they also use their Sundays
as a time to tell others about Jesus.

Others hear the gospel and become
curious; they, too, end up attending a

te":

Sunday morning service at The
Wesleyan Church of Hong Kong.

Planted in 1995 and operated by
ordained Filipino ministers in The
Wesleyan Church, the church is minis
tering to these women in the midst of
poverty, loneliness, and separation from
family. The Wesleyan Church of Hong
Kong also operates a refuge center that
provides counseling and classes in a
non-threatening environment, different
than many of their home lives.

It is because of the church and

refuge center that numerous women
return to the Philippines with changed
hearts and lives. •

—Tricia Allen is Public Infonnation Coordinator
in the Department of Communications
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Wesleyans Active
in Community Based

Living out the
mission Jesus

modeled for the

Church; serving
and meeting

the needs

of people.

1B Winter SODS

Ministry
Two churches—and many

more besides—are living out
the mission Jesus modeled

for the Church: serving and
meeting the needs of people.

Two Local Churches
CrossLink Community Church

of Grove City, Ohio, held a "Merry
Mobs" outreach during the 2008
holiday season where they provided

hot drinks for "Black Friday" shoppers,
gave free haircuts, and helped restock a
local food pantry. First Wesleyan of
Nashville, Tenn., has a Sunday mom-
ing average attendance around twenty,
but hundreds gather at midweek for a
free meal and church service.

Many other Wesleyan churches
across North America are connecting
with community residents as
a way to bring individuals into



The Wesleyan
Church

The Evangelism and Church
Growth department of The
Wesleyan Church is no different. Its
mission is to equip and empower
The Wesleyan Church to become
a "Missional Movement" that will

multiply disciples, leaders, and
churches in order to fulfill the Great

Commission in the spirit of the
Great Commandment

One way in which the
department is making a more
concentrated effort to accomplish
their mission is in the form of

outreach through community-
based ministries. Their aim is to

assist, resource, and partner
with churches to help ministers
and lay persons learn how to
execute outreaches in their own

communities. The department is
also creating partnerships with
organizations already doing
community-based outreaches,
like World Hope International.

"Everything we do as a depart
ment is designed to drive our
denomination toward missional

engagement." says Phil Stevenson,
General Director of Evangelism and
Church Growth. "Empowering and
equipping churches to meet needs
in their community is critical."

—Traver Butcher, Coordinator of

Community Based Ministries, E&CG

local churches, to give them the
opportunity to hear the gospel.
Examples of outreach ministries
include disaster response, ESL
classes, sports ministry, grief
counseling, prison ministry, food
pantries, and addiction recovery.

Visit www.rockmytown.com to
connect with like-minded groups
and individuals who desire to form

impactful ministries in their own
communities. •

www.wesleyan.org
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12Stone Church Inspires Giving

as Way of Life
What if Christmas were ayear-round event? For a

Wesleyan church in the Atlanta area, it is.
The Inspire.Share.Give. initiative—through 12Stone Church

(Wesleyan) in Lawrenceville, Ga.—promotes giving as a way
of life rather than just a seasonal event around the holidays.
The initiative was bom in 2007, after the church launched
"12 Days 12 Ways," a give-based initiative themed around the
12 days of Christmas. That year, fifty gifts were distributed to
members of the community, ranging from new vehicles and
college scholarships to free gas and groceries.

This past year, the "12 Days 12 Ways" initiative has given
way to a year-round plan to encourage giving and personal
interaction between the church's congregation and community
recipients. According to 12Stone Church, the aim is to
"transform lives and create a community of giving, rather
than consumption."

On December 7, 2008, approximately 2,500 families and
100 college students were each given $100; the only catch was
to turn around and give this money in whatever way they saw
fit, whether buying food for a homeless man or pooling funds
together to purchase a larger gift. The congregation responded
further and committed an additional $440,000, making the
total donated to the community $700,000.

Kevin Myers is senior pastor of the church, which was
recently listed as the 16th fastest growing church in North
America.

To read stories of how people are still giving to-date,
or to be involved, visit www.inspiresharegive.com. •
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Martha Blackburn is General Director of Wesleyan
Women, a department ofThe Wesleyan Church that
provides curriculum, training, and events for approx

imately 30,000 women across the Church.

WL: I'm sure our readers would like to know about your
background.

MB: I am the eighth of nine children born to a Wesleyan
pastor and his wife, and raised in Clarksburg, W.Va.

WL: Where did you attend college?
MB: I attended nearby Marshall University for several rea

sons, including the fact that I could live at home and
not have the expense of boarding along with tuition.
With my father's meager salary that was a real plus!
Another was that nine young people from my church
attended Marshall.

WL: You have a teaching background.
Yes. I taught elementary school in the Appleton and
Eau Claire, Wis. school systems, taught high school at
the former Frankfort Bible College academy, and was
an adjunct professor at Oklahoma Wesleyan University
in Bartlesville, Okla.

MB:

September

.ore """"

WL: And you were a
pastor's wife.

MB: My first husband. Bob
Murphy, was a Wesleyan
pastor. During the time we
served at Appleton, Wis., Bob was diagnosed with
a kidney disease and went through an unsuccessful
transplant. At the end of four years, we moved to
Eau Claire, Wis. The chief of staff at an Eau Claire

hospital attended the church. Bob later had a
successful transplant, but succumbed to complica
tions from the kidney disease.

WL: How did you develop such an interest in
women's ministries?

MB: As a pastor's wife, I had an extensivewomen's min
istry, which included women from fourteen area
churches. Following Bob's death, I began to travel and
speak to women's groups, and continued to teach at
OWU. In God's providence I met and later married. Dr.
Jim Blackbum, a former missionary to Haiti and then
with American Bible Society. We moved to Indiana. In
1994, former Wesleyan Women General Director Nancy
Heer invited me to be her assistant. Following her
retirement in 2003,1 was elected General Director.

WL: How has the department's ministry changed over the
years?

MB: In its earlier years, the women's ministry of the Church
was called the "Home and Foreign Missionary
Society." Its purpose was primarilyone of raising funds
for local church and overseas missions. Former General

Director JoAnne (Drury) Cutler—predecessor to Nancy
Heer —began to expand its emphasis to include women
in our churches who camt from

non-faith backgrounds. Believing that spiritually and
emotionally healthy women contribute to the health
of local churches, Wesleyan Women's ministry has
promoted women having vital relationships with each
other and with the Word of God.

WL: Wesleyan Women is coordinating an anti-human
trafficking training in September. How did this
event evolve?

MB: Since social justice is a Wesleyan heritage, I couldn't
think of a better issue than taking a stand against the
criminal activity of approximately twenty-seven mil
lion people who are victims of human trafficking. As I
prayed for the Lord to raise someone in the Church to
lead in that fight, the Lord seemed to burden my heart
to be that person. My next question was, "Okay, Lord,
what should we do?" The need for a credible training
event began to unfold. The Faith Alliance Against
Slavery and Trafficking (FAAST)—which teams with



such organizations as World Hope
International, The Salvation

Army, and World Relief—was
contacted, and they made training
curricula available that has forty
authors with expertise on the sub
ject. Wesleyan Women will be
hosting a September 10-12, 2009,
training that will call Wesleyans
(men and women) from churches
across North America to: 1. Learn

about trafficking issues, 2. Learn
what to do to fight trafficking,
and 3. Learn how to be effective

in that effort. We will train people
whom we pray will return to their
churches to teach others. •

—Jerry Brecheisen,
Managing Editor
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Inasmall room in the basement
of a local church, those in need

are finding help and hope.
Every Saturday morning, the

New Hope Wesleyan Church at 32 S.
Spencer St. opens its door to the
community and provides free cloth
ing, household goods, toys, and food
to the needy. "Whoever shows up,
whoever needs our help, they're all
welcome here," said Blfriede Conrad,

who, with her assistant, Diane Peters,

runs the charitable effort known as

the New Hope Clothing Closet.

The Mission
The mission of the clothing closet

is simple and direct: Accept from
those who are blessed with plenty
and have a desire to share with others

who don't.

During the week, people place
donations on the church's front

porch. Conrad and Peters spend a
few days each week sorting through

www.wesieyan.org

the boxes and bags and carefully
arranging the goods into an orderly
display on shelves and clothing
racks. "We accept freewill dona
tions—if you can give it; but we
never charge for anything we have
here, because that's not what the

clothing closet is all about," she said.
"We Just want to give help to those
who need it most."

The Need
As the economy gels bleaker, the

number of those seeking help at the
store each week has risen, according to
Tina Brown, the church's assistant pas
tor, who along with her husband, Barry,
leads the congregation of about sixty.

On a busy day, more than thirty
people have arrived at the church
seeking some form of sustenance,
she said. In addition to the closet, the

church hosts a monthly free bread
giveaway. "There are so many people
out there who are seriously strug

gling to survive," Brown said.
"We're very concerned about the
needs of our community. Our
ministry believes that we need to
serve their hearts and their needs."

The Provision
Although the shelves have been

quite bare when the closet closes on
Saturday, somehow they're replenished
by the following week, said Conrad, a
firm believer that the Lord works in

mysterious ways. "It always seems that
when we are out of something—when
we have no baby clothes, or when our
pantry shelves are bare—that the things
we need the most right then will sud
denly arrive on our doorstep," she said.
"We're thankful that we have a lot of

angels out there in our community that
keep us going." •

—Maria Herne, staff writer. Reprinted with
penni.ssion fmni Republican and Herald

Newspaper, PottsvHle. PA
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East 3rd Street
What happened on East

Third Street in the

sleepy little town of
Fowler, Ind., on

December 22, 2008, was not what

most people would call a miracle;
but to my family and church it cer
tainly was.

Big Changes
I arrived to pastor Hope Wesleyan

Church a little over a year ago with
my family (wife Jenny and three
children, ages five, three, and one).
Hope Wesleyan is a small church
in Fowler, a city of approximately
2,000. Both Fowler and Benton

County are declining in population
and lacking in hope. The local ele
mentary school closed in 2006.
Several empty storefronts sit empty,
as do many vacant homes. Benton
County has high suicide, alcoholism,
and teen pregnancy rates.

We moved to Fowler in part
because our three-year-old Timmy
has heart, lung, and immune system
problems and Riley Children's
Hospital in Indianapolis is one of the
best in the nation. I had been pastor-
ing in Iowa, as well as holding a
decent paying secular job to provide

22 SPRING 2009

the bulk of my family's income. I
transferred to Indiana with the

intention of serving as a pastor while
earning my living through my secu
lar job. Four months after moving to
Indiana, the company restructured,
eliminating my position. This area
in particular offered no alternative
employment other than part-time
work. Jenny began working ten
hours a week at a grocery store,
making just above minimum wage.

Big Opportunities
Without a paying job, I had lots

of free time, and I plunged into the
community: serving as the chair of
the Benton County Ministerial
Association's twenty-eight churches,
organizing a clergy crisis response
team with the suicide response and
prevention task force, meeting people
at the local coffee shop, speaking at
events, officiating funerals, and volun
teering at my daughter's school.

At church we launched a Kids

Club and youth group, adopted a
retirement village, and opened a small
preschool. Over time, a steady stream
of people moved in. Attendance and
giving increased, but of course utili
ties did too, with the church being

open for new or revitalized programs
and ministries.

My church and family had not gone
without, but we had come close many
times over the past year. Our washer
failed. Soon after, Timmy was admitted
to the hospital. We endured a twenty-
four-hour power outage and three days
with frozen water pipes. The upcoming
holidays were looking miserable.

Big Hearts
On December 22, Pastor Justin

Nierer and two men from his congre
gation at Schuyler Avenue Wesleyan
Church stopped by. They brought
several bags and boxes with them.
Inside were toys for the kids, food,
gift cards, and generous donations to
both my family and my congregation.

After they left, my five-year-old
asked if they worked for Santa, and
I said with a smile, "No, they work
for Jesus."

Schuyler's gift enabled us to get a
new washer, some clothing, and house
hold items. The food and gifts allowed
us to have a wonderful Christmas. I

delivered the church's check to the

treasurer and called leaders with the

news. The gift to the church would
keep our doors open and heat on during



By Josh Johnson
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the week between Sundays, allowing
ministries to continue.

The greatest gift was in knowing
others cared. We were not alone.

We felt blessed, loved, and

remembered by those who had no
reason to care. Call it what you will.
As for me, I know the love of Jesus

through his people is nothing short
of a miracle. •

—Josh Johnson senses as the pastor ofHope
Weslt'van Church in Fowler. Indiana

How far will your ministry reach?

Global
Partners

Let Global Partners increase your reach!

Global Partners' trained Mobilizers can help you find a placeofservice whether It is alongside the international Wesleyan church or In
a pioneer area where the church is nonexistent. Weassist people with the processand logistics ofserving overseasfor a few weeks,
a year or two,or longer.

Contact our Mobilizers, Tim or Tanya, today!

www.globalpartnersonllne.org j 800.707.7715 | mobitization@wesleyan.org
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Love
Chapel Hill
Learn the city
and love the people

Anew church plant in Chapel Hill, N.C., has an easy
and unique plan for their first year in the city: learn
the city and love the people.

The small group of four (two co-pastors and their
wives) moved to Chapel Hill five months ago and started
City on a Hill Project, a Wesleyan church plant from the
North Carolina East District.

"We are taking a year to learn the community and love
the people before asking people to come to a worship
service," says Matt LeRoy, co-pastor.

On December 9, 2008, Matt, as well as Justin Simmons,

the church's other co-pastor, did Just that. The two braved
cold temperatures and camped out one morning in
"The Pit," University of North Carolina's central part of
campus, to distribute free hot chocolate to students during
final exam week. The duo didn't advertise the church;

they simply wanted to serve. Showing God's love in a
tangible way produced a mixture of reactions but brought
a smile to most students' faces.

"We simply wanted to be an encouragement to college
students during their exams," says Matt. About 50
students enjoyed a warm cup of hot chocolate while
commuting across campus.

The team is also partnering with Interface Council,
an organization in Chapel Hill that runs a community
soup kitchen, food pantry, and homeless shelters. The
couples also collected food items in their respective
apartment complexes from their neighbors to donate to
Interface Council. To date, numerous boxes of food

items have been collected in their "Think Inside the Box"

campaign. •



Eastern Hills Wesleyan

Provided
Community Support

Following

Plane Crash
Eastern Hills Wesleyan Church

is located just 1 1/2 miles
from the site of the crash of

Flight 3407 which killed
fifty, including passengers, crew, and
the owner of a home destroyed in
the crash. The Western New District

church of nearly 4,000 quickly
became a ministry center to minister
to the shocked community.

Led by Senior Pastor Karl
Eastlack, Eastern Hills staff and

volunteers provided lunch to the
hundreds of rescue and clean-up
workers, opened a 24-hour prayer
chapel, held a community memorial
service, and raised funds for victim's

www.wesleyan.org

families—including those of their
own church who lost loved ones in

the wreck of the commuter plane.
Eastern Hills attender Brad Green

and the sisters of two other church

families were among the victims.
Eastlack and the Eastern Hills

congregation were highlighted in the
news reports of the major news net
works, and pictures of the prayer
service were published in newspapers
across the nation. Pastor Eastlack

said, "We are asking all caring
Wesleyans to pray for the families of
these victims and that God could use

a Wesleyan church to represent His
love in difficult times." •

The Power to Transform
What is holiness? What does it mean to

live a holy life? Can an individual person
aspire to be holy? Holiness for the Real
World will inspire you to believe in the
promise behind God's command to "Be
holyfor Iam holy" as you both under
stand and experience holiness as never
before. Each chapter is supplemented
with relevant Scripture verses, quotes
on holiness from John Wesley and
others, a concise summary of the main
points of the chapter, and a brief
reflection or application.Thiseasy read
is perfect for a Bible study, small group
discussion or sermon series.

BKBT91 S6.99 (plus shipping)
$4.50/ea. on orders of 25 to 99
$3.50/ea. on orders for 100 or more

Mention code: WLSPR09

wesleyan publishing house



Colleges and Universities . . .

Bethany Dean Promotes
Socially Engaged Spirituality

Bethany Bible College
announced that David Higle,
Dean of Discipleship and
Interim Academic Dean, suc

cessfully completed a Ph.D.
in education from Walden

University. His dissertation
is entitled "Private Faith and Public

Practice: A Study of
Spirituality and Social
Responsibility in Recent
Ministerial Graduates."

Dr. Higle said he discovered
evangelicals studying for
ministry are less likely than

those in other Christian traditions to

make connections between their

personal experience of spirituality
and the wider social sphere. The
Wesleyan understanding is that the
gospel message extends to all
spheres of life, including complex
issues in society. "It is not just for
personal, private fulfillment." •

Former News Anchor Among
SWU Graduation Speakers

Jane Robelot, an Emmy award-
winning TV news correspondent
who anchored "CBS Evening News"
from 1995-1999, addressed students

receiving traditional bachelor's
degrees on December 11, at Southern
Wesleyan University's graduation cer
emonies in Central, S.C. Robelot, a

Christian with a heart for evangelism,
is co-host of Dr. Michael Youssef's

"Leading the Way," and also a reporter
for WYFF-TV in Greenville, S.C.

Other guest speakers featured dur
ing the graduation events, December
11 and 13, 2008, included Rev. Kevin
Myers, nationally recognized founder
and Senior Pastor of 12Stone Church

(Wesleyan) in Lawrenceville, Ga.,
and. U. S. Congressman Gresham
Barrett. •

Changing Face of Faith
Faith, of whatever variety, is increasingly viral rather than pedagogical.

With people spending less time reading the Bible and becoming less
engaged in activities that deepen their biblical literacy, faith views are more
often adapted on the basis of dialogue, self-reflection, and observation
rather than teaching. Feelings and emotions now play a significant role
in the development of people's faith views—in many cases, much more
significant than information-based exercises such as listening to
preaching and participating in Bible study.

—George Banna, barna.org
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"Ministry success has been understood not just in terms of building buildings to expand
the organizational structure but, first and foremost, in building people to be fully-devoted
followers of Christ, committed to building His kingdom. This is transformational ministry-
seeing lives changed by God's redeeming grace."

—General Superintendent Dr.Thomas E. Armiger

Houghton Students
Partner with

Hope Micro

Houghton College business students
are submitting strategic and operational
recommendations to bolster the work of

Hope Micro, a non-govemment opera
tion in Freetown, Sierra Leone, Africa.

Hope Micro, a part of World Hope
International, is a not-for-profit organi
zation that provides financing to
citizens of Sierra Leone to start small

businesses.

Following a visit to Sierra Leone
last year by Houghton administrators
and professors, a group of business
students agreed to partner with
Hope Micro to find ways to improve
the program.

The group of students includes
seniors Joshua Gottron, Christopher
Cruikshank and Ryan Musser; junior
Wesley Dean; and alumnus Paul
Christensen. The recommendations

they created include ways to produce
more capital, open new branches in
the country and implement a credit
rating system. •

IWU to Offer

New Professional

Programs

Indiana Wesleyan University has
received accreditation approval for
two new professional programs: one
to prepare pastors and the other to
prepare school superintendents.

The Higher Leaming Commission
of the North Central Association of

Colleges and Schools voted in
December to extend IWU's accredita

tion to include the Master of Divinity
(M.Div.) and Educational Specialist
(Ed.S.) degrees. •

www.wesleyan.org

•WU Men's Basketball Makes History
For the first time in school his

tory, the Oklahoma Wesleyan
University men's basketball team
has reached the top spot in the

NAIA (National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics) Division II
Men's Basketball Poll. •

Copyo
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Why Jesus

Drank
and

Don't

very wedding has a story.
Perhaps the most famous
wedding faux pas was the
one where they hadn't

ordered enough wine, and halfway
through the festivities the proverbial
well ran dry. This story will never be
forgotten—not because of the blun
der, but because of how the mistake

was corrected: Jesus miraculously
turned water into wine, and everyone
had enough to drink (John 2:1-11).

It's a great story; it reveals a lot
about Jesus' character and personality.
But sometimes I wish John had

skipped it. It would have made it eas
ier to justify The Wesleyan Church's
stance on alcohol consumption:

To demonstrate a positive
social witness by abstaining
from all forms of gambling
and by abstaining from
using or trafficking (produc
tion, sale or purchase) in
any substances destructive
to their physical, mental and
spiritual health, such as
alcoholic beverages, tobacco
and drugs (other than proper
medical purposes of drugs).
(From The Discipline 265:4)

Often when people hear about
our stance they say, "But Jesus
drank wine!" I concede that it does

appear Jesus drank wine, and I will
not insult your intelligence by try
ing to convince you that he turned
the water into grape juice. As one
pastor said, "Jesus turned the water
into wine, and for the past two thou
sand years we've been trying to
change it back."

So becau.se I'm sure I'm not the

only one to field those questions, I
thought this would be a great place
to address why Jesus drank and
I don't.



It Was a
Different Time

Imagine living in a time when
water supplies were used for bathing
and washing clothes, and there was
no effective way to treat wastewater.
Add to that a lack of refrigeration, and
you can understand what Palestine
was like 2000 years ago. Drinking
untreated water would have been

dangerous, and the most practical
solution was to use the antiseptic
qualities of alcohol.

Drinking a little
our culture can

easily become
drinking a lot.

They drank wine 2000 years ago
because there weren't many options;
today there are. You can go to a tap
and get a glass of clean, safe water.
You can go to your fridge and get a
glass of cold milk or juice. If you
need to take a beverage on a trip there
are hundreds of safe options.

I don 7 drink because I have other

options.

it Was a
Different Place

In Jesus' day, wine was an important
part of everyday life—from meals to
celebrations. However, drinking alcohol
was not recreational. Drunkenness was

a social taboo, much like how people
feel about drunk driving today.

www.wesleyan.org

Our culture's view on drinking
today is typified by writer Stephen
King in his autobiography On Writing'.
"I found the idea of social drinking
ludicrous—^if you didn't want to get
drunk, why not Just have a Coke?"
Drinking a little in our culture can
easily become drinking a lot. As
Francis Scott Fitzgerald said: "First
you take a drink, then the drink takes
a drink, then the drink takes you."

The scriptures do not clearly pro
hibit drinking, but it does prohibit
drunkenness. Strongly. Galatians
5:19-21 says, "When you follow the
desires of your sinful nature, the
results are very clear: sexual immoral

ity, impurity, lustful
pleasures, idolatry, sor
cery, hostility, quarreling,

in jealousy, outbursts of
anger, selfish ambition,
dissension, division, envy,
drunkenness, wild parties,
and other sins like these.

Let me tell you again, as 1
have before, that anyone
living that sort of life will
not inherit the Kingdom of
God" (NLT). That's harsh:

drunkenness will keep you
out of heaven.

When does having a drink become
drunkenness? I'm not exactly sure
where that line would be for me—or

whether when I got close to the line I
would be able to keep on this side of
it—so I don't toe it.

I don 7 drink becau.se my culture
doesn 7 require it and often abuses it.

It Was a
Different Brew

The wine that Jesus drank 2000

years ago wasn't a whole lot different
than the wine that is around today—
somewhere between 3 and 11%

alcohol content; but it was mixed with
water, usually two parts water and one
part wine. And there was nothing

stronger than wine. Distillation was
not discovered until about 1500 A.D.

When the Bible speaks of strong
drink, it's referring to unmixed wine.

Are you going to follow Jesus'
example by drinking? Then you
should be willing to limit your alcohol
consumption to what his would have
been. Also, if you intend to copy him,
keep in mind that he prayed with
devotion, he studied the Word of God,
he fasted, and he tithed—not to men

tion that he gave up his life for others.
I don 7 drink because it's not even

clo.se to what Jesus wr/i- all about.

it Hurts Others
I have stood at the coffin of a

teenager killed by a drunk driver, I have
sat across the desk from women abused

by dmnk husbands, and I have seen
marriages dissolve because of alcohol
abuse. Addiction to alcohol happens
subtly, and the results are devastating.

I don't ever want to be someone's

example to drink. You might be able
say that Denn drove you to drink, but
you will never be able to say that you
drink because Denn does. Romans

14:21 says, "It is better not to eat
meat or drink wine or do anything
else if it might cause another believer
to stumble" (NLT).

I don 7 drink because I will not

support an indu.stfy that destroys lives,
wrecks marriages, and kills people.

The Bible does not order you not to
drink. But it does say, "Don't be drunk
with wine, because that will ruin your
life. Instead, be filled with the Holy
Spirit, singing psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs among yourselves, and
making music to the Lord in your
heart.s," Ephesians 5:18-19 (NLT).

If you so badly want to drink, ask
yourself why. And ask yourself what
would be missing if you gave it up. •

—Denn Guptil is a pastor
and columnist
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Go

GRADUATE

Will you bear the message of Jesus among the least-
reached people groups for at least two years?"

In February 2009, this was the challenge given
to more than 790 Wesleyan college and university students.
One hundred and ninety students made a two-year
commitment to tell others about Jesus among the least
reached. Global Partners, through their 2+U program, is
partnering with the Abandoned Devotion Gatherings to
mobilize these students in countries around the world.

Abandoned Devotion Gatherings are taking place on all
five Wesleyan college and university campuses. Through
extended worship, uncompromising challenges, and radical
prayer, students are challenged with sacrifice, prayer for the
world, and commitment to fulfill the Great Commission in

their lifetime.

Of the Abandoned Devotion Gatherings, students said:
"Signing the 'Go Declaration' card was the hardest, but
most fulfilling time of my life. I am comfortable here
while there are people dying and going to hell. This
commitment is scary, but if God wants me to go, I will."

"Being away from my family will be really hard, but
I'm going to trust God and give two years." •

—Reported by Tanya Nace of Global Partners

Theological Studies
at HOUGHTON COLLEGE

♦ Explore the interface between theology
and culture,

♦ Delve deeper into the thought, life, and
practice of the Christian faith.

♦ Earn a Master of Arts in Theological
Studies or take courses for further

training in ministry.

Classes offered in fallandspringsemesters, withaddinonal
summer intensives.

CONTACT us:

E-mail: gts^houghton.edu
phone: 585,567,946o
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"Ministry success has been understood not just in terms of building buildings to expand
the organizational structure but, first and foremost, in building people to be fully-devoted
followers of Christ, committed to building His kingdom. This is transformational ministry-
seeing lives changed by God's redeeming grace."

—General Superintendent Dn Thomas E. Armiger

Houghton Students
Partner with

Hope Micro

Houghton College business students
are submitting strategic and operational
recommendations to bolster the work of

Hope Micro, a non-government opera
tion in Freetown, Sierra Leone, Africa.

Hope Micro, a part of World Hope
International, is a not-for-profit organi
zation that provides financing to
citizens of Sierra Leone to start small

businesses.

Following a visit to Sierra Leone
last year by Houghton administrators
and professors, a group of business
students agreed to partner with
Hope Micro to find ways to improve
the program.

The group of students includes
seniors Joshua Gottron, Christopher
Cruikshank and Ryan Musser; junior
Wesley Dean; and alumnus Paul
Christensen. The recommendations

they created include ways to produce
more capital, open new branches in
the country and implement a credit
rating system. •

IWU to Offer

New Professional

Programs

Indiana Wesleyan University has
received accreditation approval for
two new professional programs: one
to prepare pastors and the other to
prepare school superintendents.

The Higher Learning Commission
of the North Central Association of

Colleges and Schools voted in
December to extend IWU's accredita

tion to include the Master of Divinity
(M.Div.) and Educational Specialist
(Ed.S.) degrees. •

www.wesleyan.org

•WU Men's Basketball Makes History
For the first time in school his

tory, the Oklahoma Wesleyan
University men's basketball team
has reached the top spot in the

NAIA (National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics) Division II
Men's Basketball Poll. •
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Every wedding hasastory.
Perhaps the most famous
wedding faux pas was the
one where they hadn't

ordered enough wine, and halfway
through the festivities the proverbial
well ran dry. This story will never be
forgotten—not because of the blun
der, but because of how the mistake

was corrected: Jesus miraculously
turned water into wine, and everyone
had enough to drink (John 2:1-11).

It's a great story; it reveals a lot
about Jesus' character and personality.
But sometimes I wish John had

skipped it. It would have made it eas
ier to justify The Wesleyan Church's
stance on alcohol consumption:

To demonstrate a positive
social witness by abstaining
from all forms of gambling
and by abstaining from
using or trafficking (produc
tion, sale or purchase) in
any substances destructive
to their physical, mental and
spiritual health, such as
alcoholic beverages, tobacco
and drugs (other than proper
medical purposes of drugs).
(From The Discipline 265:4)

Often when people hear about
our stance they say, "But Jesus
drank wine!" I concede that it does

appear Jesus drank wine, and I will
not insult your intelligence by try
ing to convince you that he turned
the water into grape juice. As one
pastor said, "Jesus turned the water
into wine, and for the past two thou
sand years we've been trying to
change it back."

So because I'm sure I'm not the

only one to field those questions, I
thought this would be a great place
to address why Jesus drank and
1 don't.



It Was a
Different Time

Imagine living in a time when
water supplies were used for bathing
and washing clothes, and there was
no effective way to treat wastewater.
Add to that a lack of refrigeration, and
you can understand what Palestine
was like 2000 years ago. Drinking
untreated water would have been

dangerous, and the most practical
solution was to use the antiseptic
qualities of alcohol.

Drinking a little
our culture can

easily beconne
drinking a lot.

They drank wine 2000 years ago
because there weren't many options;
today there are. You can go to a tap
and get a glass of clean, safe water.
You can go to your fridge and get a
glass of cold milk or juice. If you
need to take a beverage on a trip there
are hundreds of safe options.

I don't drink because I have other

options.

It Was a
Different Place

In Jesus' day, wine was an important
part of everyday life—from meals to
celebrations. However, drinking alcohol
was not recreational. Drunkenness was

a social taboo, much like how people
feel about drunk driving today.

vwww.wesleyan.org

Our culture's view on drinking
today is typified by writer Stephen
King in his autobiography On Writing:
"I found the idea of social drinking
ludicrous—if you didn't want to get
drunk, why not just have a Coke?"
Drinking a little in our culture can
easily become drinking a lot. As
Francis Scott Fitzgerald said: "First
you take a drink, then the drink takes
a drink, then the drink takes you."

The scriptures do not clearly pro
hibit drinking, but it does prohibit
drunkenness. Strongly. Galatians
5:19-21 says, "When you follow the
desires of your sinful nature, the
results are very clear: sexual immoral

ity, impurity, lustful
pleasures, idolatry, sor
cery, hostility, quarreling,

in jealousy, outbursts of
anger, selfish ambition,
dissension, division, envy,
drunkenness, wild parties,
and other sins like these.

Let me tell you again, as 1
have before, that anyone
living that sort of life will
not inherit the Kingdom of
God" (NLT). That's harsh:
drunkenness will keep you

out of heaven.

When does having a drink become
drunkenness? I'm not exactly sure
where that line would be for me—or

whether when I got close to the line I
would be able to keep on this side of
it—so I don't toe it.

/ don't drink because my culture
doesn't require it and often abuses it.

It Was a
Different Brevu

The wine that Jesus drank 2000

years ago wasn't a whole lot different
than the wine that is around today—
somewhere between 3 and 11%

alcohol content; but it was mixed with
water, usually two parts water and one
part wine. And there was nothing

stronger than wine. Distillation was
not discovered until about 1500 A.D.

When the Bible speaks of strong
drink, it's referring to unmixed wine.

Are you going to follow Jesus'
example by drinking? Then you
should be willing to limit your alcohol
consumption to what his would have
been. Also, if you intend to copy him,
keep in mind that he prayed with
devotion, he studied the Word of God,
he fasted, and he tithed—not to men
tion that he gave up his life for others.

I don't drink because it's not even

close to what Jesus wa.v all about.

It Hurts Dthers
I have stood at the coffin of a

teenager killed by a drunk driver, I have
sat across the desk from women abused

by drunk husbands, and I have seen
marriages dissolve because of alcohol
abuse. Addiction to alcohol happens
subtly, and the results are devastating.

I don't ever want to be someone's

example to drink. You might be able
say that Denn drove you to drink, but
you will never be able to say that you
drink because Denn does. Romans

14:21 says, "It is better not to eat
meat or drink wine or do anything
else if it might cause another believer
to stumble" (NLT).

I don'/ drink because I will not

support an industry that destroys lives,
wrecks marriages, and kills people.

The Bible does not order you not to
drink. But it does say, "Don't be drunk
with wine, because that will ruin your
life. Instead, be filled with the Holy
Spirit, singing psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs among yourselves, and
making music to the Lord in your
hearts," Ephesians 5:18-19 (NLT).

If you so badly want to drink, ask
yourself why. And ask yourself what
would be missing if you gave it up. •

—Deiw Guptil is a pastor
and columnist
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Graduate

Will you bear the message of Jesus among the least-
reached people groups for at least two years?"

In February 2009, this was the challenge given
to more than 790 Wesleyan college and university students.
One hundred and ninety students made a two-year
commitment to tell others about Jesus among the least
reached. Global Partners, through their 2+U program, is
partnering with the Abandoned Devotion Gatherings to
mobilize these students in countries around the world.

Abandoned Devotion Gatherings are taking place on all
five Wesleyan college and university campuses. Through
extended worship, uncompromising challenges, and radical
prayer, students are challenged with sacrifice, prayer for the
world, and commitment to fulfill the Great Commission in
their lifetime.

Of the Abandoned Devotion Gatherings, students said:
"Signing the 'Go Declaration' card was the hardest, but
most fulfilling time of my life. 1 am comfortable here
while there are people dying and going to hell. This
commitment is scary, but if God wants me to go, 1 will."

"Being away from my family will be really hard, but
I'm going to trust God and give two years." •

—Reported by Tanya Nace of Global Partners

Theological Studies
flfHouGHTON College

♦ Explore the interface between theology
and culture.

♦ Delve deeper into the thought, life, and
practiceofthe Christian faith.

♦ Earn aMasterofArts in Theological
Studies or take courses for further

training in ministry.

Classes offered in fall and springsemesrers, withadditional
summer intenstves.

CONTACT US!

e-mail: gts@houghton.edu
phone: 585.567.9460

iXKaDITION

Associate Professor of Religion at HoughtonCollege, Dr.BCristina LaCelle-Peterson isoneof fourteen
fuculty in theGraduate Theological Studies program helping students experience theology andthe
Bible in the context of culture.

jQIhton College ♦ One Willard Avenue ♦ Houghton ♦ NY . 14744



SC Multicultural Church

in New Facilities

S
outh Carolina

District's Healing
Waters Wesleyan
Church recently

held services in its

new facility near
Beaufort, South

Carolina. The

summer 2008 plant
began as a mission and
focused its ministry primarily
on children and youth. The outreach
has now broadened to include people of
all ages.

Pastor Brenda Singleton,
an ordained minister in

The Wesleyan Church, is
a native of the area

who served in New

Jersey for many years
under the ministry of

Donovan Shoemaker.

District Superintendent
Buddy Rampey said

Healing Waters is the culmi
nation of more than three years of

prayer, discussion, planning, assessing,
training, and negotiating. •

"The effective church is one

that realizes it is in the people
business. Thank God for

opportunities to bring people
together in Christ and multiply
healthy churches."

—General Superintendent Dr. Jerry G. Pence

www.weslGyan.org

New!
Wesley Study Bible +
Wesleyan Gospel
Commentaries

The Wesley Study Bible focuses on
the formation of Christians whose

daily lives are marked by holy love
and growth in faithful living. Written in
Wesleyan based theology and New
Revised Standard Version (NRSV),
scholars introduce each book and

highlight references to the writings of
John Wesley. Readers will also find
explanations from Wesley experts on
core terms and issues plus inspira
tional and practical examples of daily
faith from pastors. For a limited time,
order the Wesley Study Bible and the
Wesleyan Gospel Commentaries as
the perfect graduation, birthday or
appreciation gift for your loved one!

BBAF42 $79.99 {plus shipping)
ONLINE: 9780687645039

Mention Code: WLSPR09

wesleyan publishing house

www.wesleyan.org/wph



Holiness.

-v.

Pursue Holiness
'Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy'

(Hebrews 12:14, NIV).

The phrase "make every effort" is the Greek
word dioko, which means "zealously pursue."
In other words, "Make every effort to live in
peace with all men and to be holy ..

Many get discouraged trying to achieve
holiness and give up the pursuit. They say such
things as, "1 thought I was holy. I tried to be
holy, but I blew it. I guess I'll never be holy.
The standard is too high. It's not for me." But
the writer says, "Keep on the trail of holiness.
Make every effort."

That almost sounds as if you can become
holy by your own efforts. If you gather all your
determination, all your courage, all your effort,
and if you concentrate hard enough . . . presto!
You'll be holy? No, it doesn't work like that.

32 SPRING 2009

We can't make ourselves holy any more than
we can save ourselves. Notice Hebrews 13:12:

"And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate
to make the people holy through his own blood."
We cannot achieve holiness on our own. Jesus

shed his blood and died for that very reason.
However, realizing we need the cleansing of

God in order to be holy, we can ask for His
help. The Bible assures us that "if we confess
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness"
(1 John 1:9).

So pursue the cleansing! Pursue holiness! •

— Ron McClunfi. As.sisiaiU General Secreiary. The
Weslexan Church



Obituaries.

Editor's Note: Obituaries are sent to

Wesleyan Life from Wesleyan districts,
local Wesleyan churches, and family
members of the deceased. They
are edited to meet page space
requirements.

Bardsley, Harold E. (73]
Dr. Bardsley, a resident of Marion,

Indiana, died February 3, 2009, in
Florida. He served in The Wesleyan
Church for 49 years, including 16
years as district superintendent of the
Indiana North District. He was in his

32nd year as a member of the Indiana
Wesleyan University Board of
Trustees, serving as co-chairman of
the Board for 31 years. In June
2008, Dr. Bardsley received a medal
lion from the denomination for 50

years of service. He also had an hon
orary Doctor of Divinity degree from
IWU and had received a Meritorious

Service award from the IWU Alumni

Association. Survivors include his

wife, Joan McManus; three sons; a

stepson; and seven grandchildren.

Deal, Reu. Myrna Allen (95)

Rev. Myrna Allen Deal was a res
ident of Vancouver, Wash., at the

time of her death. At the age of 18
she met and eventually married Dr.
William S. Deal who preceded her in
death. In 1934 Myrna Deal became
one of the first women ordained in

the Pilgrim Holiness Church. She
and her husband pastored several
churches in N.C.

Dr. William Deal was a District

Superintendent of three districts for
the Pilgrim Holiness Church. For 74
years Rev. Myrna Deal served the
church as a pastor, evangelist, and
missionary. She is survived by a
daughter, two granddaughters, and
three great grandchildren.

Dill, Rev. Robert L (82)

Rev. Robert L. Dill was a resident

of Smyrna, Del., at the time of his

www.wesi0yan.Drg

death. In 1957 Rev. Dill together with
his wife planted the Lebanon
Wesleyan Church in Dover, Del.,
where they pastored for a combined
total of 31 years. In 1966 they
accepted a 10-month missionary
assignment in Guam. Following his
retirement in 1988 Rev. Dill filled var

ious pulpits in the Chesapeake District
as needed. He is survived by his wife
of 63 years, Elva Irene Dill.

Hubbard, Rev. Francis Waylan
(72)

Rev. Francis Waylan Hubbard was
a resident of Greeley, Colo., at the
time of his death. He graduated from
Oklahoma Wesleyan University in
1959 and Indiana Wesleyan University
in 1962. Rev. Hubbard served as pas
tor at Gage Park Wesleyan Church in
Topeka, Kans., and Greeley Wesleyan
Church in Greeley, Colo. He went on
to serve The Wesleyan Church denom
ination as district superintendent of
the Kansas District until retirement in

1994. He is survived by his wife of 49
years. Donna Hubbard, two sons, one
daughter, and four grandchildren.

Hughes, Rev. Marvin L. (74)

Rev. Marvin L. Hughes was a res
ident of Mt. Vemon, Ind., at the time

of his death. He received his B.A.

from Frankfort Pilgrim College. He
pastored churches in Otwell, French
Lick, Shelbyville, and Evansville,
Ind. He then served 8 years as dis
trict superintendent for the Indiana
South District of The Wesleyan
Church and retired to pastor at Fort
Branch Wesleyan Church in Fort
Branch, Ind. Rev. Hughes also
served for 19 years as trustee for
Indiana Wesleyan University. He is
survived by his wife of 51 years,
Roberta Hughes, four daughters,
and 11 grandchildren.

(continued on next page)

Veteran Missionary
to India Dies

Veteran missionary.
Dr. Rebecca Bibbee,

age 86, died
February 12, 2009,
in Marion, Ohio.
At the time of her

death, she was

being cared for by
Leonette White, former missionary to
India, who lives in Marion.

A resident of Brooksville, Florida,

Dr. Bibbee first went to India in

October of 1950 under Missionary
Bands. She retired from Global Partners

on June 30, 1993. Bom in Wheeling,
WVA, she attended Intercession City
Bible College and Marion College
(Now Indiana Wesleyan University).
She was a missionary with The
Wesleyan Church and served for 43
years in India. She received an honorary
doctorate from Indiana Wesleyan
University and was a member of
Brooksville Wesleyan Church.

Global Partners General Director,

Dr. H. C. Wilson said of the retired

Global Partners missionary, "She was a
life-long servant of the cause of the
gospel. She served with determination,
tenacity and focused dedication. Her
God-given love for India completely
captured her heart. She invested more
than four decades of her life bringing
hope to the last, the lost, the least and
the lonely in the vast land she loved
so much.

Our Global Partners family extends
sincere sympathy to family and a host
of friends and ministry associates. It is
with deep respect for her devotion and
genuine thanks to God for her stellar
Kingdom service that we celebrate a life
well lived and the realization of an eter

nal home well deserved for this woman

who served so long and so well."
Survivors include a brother, Harry

Bibee of Leesburg, Florida, and two
half-brothers. The funeral service

was held February 18, 2009, at the
Brooksville Wesleyan Church. Rev.
Marlin Mull and Rev. George Harris
officiated.
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Johnson, Betty Joe [81)

Mrs. Betty Joe Jones Johnson was
a resident of Mentone, Ala., at the time
of her death. Betty attended Southern
Wesleyan University (formerly
Wesleyan Methodist College) in 1945.
She was a leader in the Auxiliary
Organization of the Board of Trustees
of Southem Wesleyan University during
the two decades in which her husband

served as a trustee. Mrs. Johnson was

a life-long member of the Mentone
Community Church and a regional
officer of the Wesleyan Women's
Organization of the South Coastal
District and delegate to the Wesleyan
Women General Quadrennial
Conventions. She is survived by her
husband of 62 years, James H. Johnson,
one daughter, one son, five grandchil
dren, and two great-grandchildren.

Lee, Beulah Hunter [67]

Beulah Hunter Lee was a resident of

Deltona, Fla., at the time of her death.

She attended Southem Wesleyan
University from 1960-1962 where she
met her husband of 46 years, Curtis
Lee. Together they served in the min
istry, starting three new churches and
serving two others. She taught children
in church, where she also played the
organ and sang in the choir. She
worked in childcare with Pre-K

children and taught piano. Including
her husband she is survived by four
sons and three grandchildren.

Luckey, Ruth Ida B. (86)

Ruth Ida B. Luckey was a resident
of Houghton, N.Y., at the time of her
death. She married Dr. Robert R.

Luckey, former president of Indiana
Wesleyan University, who predeceased
her in 2007. Mrs. Luckey, valedictorian
of Houghton College class of 1945,
was a member of the Houghton
Wesleyan Church. She was also a
member of the Gideon's Intemational

and former president of the Anna
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Houghton Daughters. Over the years
Mrs. Luckey taught part-time at
Houghton College, Houghton Academy,
and Wesleyan Academy in Puerto Rico.
She was also predeceased by a son,
Daniel Luckey. She is survived by four
sons, one daughter, ten grandchildren,
and a great-grandchild.

Miller, Reu. Gipsie Martin [101)

Rev. Gipsie Martin Miller was a
resident of Lancaster, S.C., at the time

of her death. She became an ordained

minister is 1952. She founded the

Wesleyan Women's Ministries through
Community Missions and served in
various capacities in the Wesleyan
Women's Missionary Society; includ
ing president, director, and chairman
for over 50 years. She authored many
books and periodicals for The
Wesleyan Church including The
History of the Women's Missionary
Society. Rev. Miller is survived by one
son, four grandchildren, eight great
grandchildren, and three great-great
grandchildren.

Morris, Margie Frances [91)

Margie Frances Morris was a resi
dent of Denton, Md., at the time of

her death. She received a bachelor's in

theology degree from United
Wesleyan College in Allentown, Pa.,
in 1950, a Bachelor of Arts degree
from Roberts Wesleyan College in
North Chili, N.Y., in 1953, and a

Master of Arts degree from Lehigh
University in Bethlehem, Pa., in 1956.
She had maintained ordination creden

tials in the Wesleyan denomination
since 1954. Margie taught English at
United Wesleyan College in
Allentown for 11 years and was a
librarian at the college for 19 years
retiring in 1982. She was a member
of Emmanuel Wesleyan Church in
Salisbury, Md., where she taught
Sunday school for many years.

Rummage, Roy J. [93)

Rev. Roy J. Rummage was a resi
dent of Spartanburg, S.C., at the time
of his death. He was predeceased by
his wife Ada Louisa Buckley
Rummage. He is survived by two
sons, one daughter, four grandchil
dren, 12 great-grandchildren, and two
great-great-grandchildren. Rev.
Rummage began his ministry at Snow
Camp, N.C. for about 11 months. He
then became the circuit preacher for
St. Paul and Gold Hill Wesleyan
Church in N.C. During his time of
service he built the Gold Hill

Wesleyan Church sanctuary in 1948
which still stands today. Rev.
Rummage also served as supply pas
tor for churches in Mauldin,

Greenville, and Greer, S.C. He was a

member of Graham Chapel Wesleyan
Church in Mayo, S.C.

define leadership as being
responsible to find the solution
to the problems, regardless
of who has caused them, by
whatever it takes."

—Laurel Buckingham



Money doesn't grow on trees

... what are you doing
to make your retirement grow?

Contact us to see how we con provide for your retirement.

Wesleyan
PENS JO H FUND

Wesleyon Pension Fund, Inc.
P.O. Box 50434

IndianQpolis, Indiana 46250

800.595.4131 .317.774.3954
wpf@wesleyan.org



A wesleyan education is not only valuable,

Sussex, New Brunswick
Canada

1-888-432-4444

506-432-4400

wv/w.bbc.ca

Hpughton,
800-777-2556

www.houghton.edu

IT'S A GOOD VALUE

The rewards of a Wesleyan education are well known.

But what is not well known - in fact, what is often misunderstood

is how affordable a Wesleyan education can be. Over 90% of

Wesleyan students receive financial aid. That's important because it means
a Wesleyan school's cost cannot be judged

solely by its "sticker price." Instead, first apply,
find out what financial packages are available
then compare. You'll find a priceless Wesleyan education
is more affordable than you thought. And far more valuable

than you ever imagined.
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Bartlesville, OK --S^^^pjiSentral,
800-468-6292 " SOO-CU-ATSWU' .
wvAv.okwu.edu wvAv.swu.edu



-ii // 'i;

Multiplying
Churches



Withhold notgoodfrom them to whom it is due,

when it is in the power ofthine hand to do it.

—Proverbs 3:27

We are here to serve you
and to provide for your retirement..

Please call our office or

visit online for more information

Wesleyan Pension Fund

13300 Olio Road
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Your Local Church:

A Great Untold Story
by Alex McFarland

Wesleyan Life Cutting Costs
Due to mandatory budget cuts, Wesleyan Life
is "downsizing." While many Christian pub
lications have ceased publishing, we will
continue to provide coverage of Wesleyan
news in a print format—as well as online.
In the fall issue you will see a reduction in
the number of pages. However, you will not
see a reduction in quality or in our desire to
minister to you.

—Ronald D. Kelly, General Editor

Look for the icon

for articles found online at

www.wesleyan.org/doc
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Misslonal Holiness

by Christopher Baldwin

Wesleyans Stand Against
Trafficking

How to Find

and Keep Volunteers
by Martha Blackburn

General Board Challenged
to Rethink Church

Love Mercy
'09 Youth Conventions

Your Church's

District Budget

Obituaries

Online Survey
February 2009
Total Responses; 653

My age group:
18-24 1.9%
25-40 20.4%
41-55 39.2%
55-65 20.2%
Over 65 21.3%

Which best describes you:
General Church officer/board/employee 9.3%
District Superintendent 3.8%
Senior pastor/ministry staff 53.8%
Local church leader 12.7%
Higher education faculty/staff 4.3%
Layperson 19.4%
Ministerial student 3.0%

My copy ofWesleyan Life is read by:
1-4 people 89.2%
5-10 people 4.8%
Given to local office/institution 3.1%

Not read 4.0%

Wesleyan Life could be improved by:
More inspirational articles 45.5%
More biographical articles 30.7%
More Bible study articles 39.7%

E-zine is the electronic newsletter
of The Wesleyan Church. Updated
regularly, E-zine will give you the
latest news of General Church, district,
and local church events and ministries.

Sign up today: www.wesleyan.org

Follow The Wesleyan Church events on

and ^facebook
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Author Tim Stafford relates
that he has visited multiple
evangelistic denominations
asking, "What they were

doing to grow?" The common reply
he received was this: "We're excited

and committed to church planting.
It's the cutting edge."' Growing evan
gelistic denominations view church
planting as the best way both to reach
people for Christ and to grow their
movements.

What is fueling this kind of thinking?

It Works
Evangelistic crusades, outreach

campaigns and come-to-us events
tend to be limited in reaching people.
In spite of the many resources that

SUMMER 2Q09

By
Phil
iStevenson

Starting churches

is often like

scattering seed.

r^'.'

must be used to mount such efforts,

it is difficult to show that they have
made an overall difference. Church

planting makes a difference in a
culture that is largely unchurched.

It's Biblical
Church planting is an ideal way to

fulfill the Great Commission. Scott

Thomas of the Acts 29 Network states.

"It's apparent in the Great Commission
that we tire to make disciples through
the avenue of churches." New churches

designed to reach new people is Great
Commission strategy.

It's Missional
To be missional is to go out into the

culture in order to connect people to

Christ. Established churches tend to

focus inward. This trend can be resisted,

but it cannot be avoided. New churches

are geared outward. They have to be if
they are to survive and thrive. Church
growthexpert George Hunter has noted
that after 15 years,churches typically
plateau and that after 35 years they
generally cannot replace any members
they lose. New congregations reach
more new people. Even new churches
can quickly adapt an "old mentality,"
so church plantingis continually needed
to sustain a growing movement.

It's Evangelistic
Church planting expert Gary

Rohrmayer relates the story of a 1,200-
member church that planted a church.



The new church quickly grew to 2{X)
while the parent church grew to 1,600.
Both had excellent growth, yet the
church plant reported about 100 adult
converts while the parent church named
only eight in die same period.Clearly,
planting new churches is an effective
means of evangelism.

Planting Imperatives
Mo.st evangelistic denominations

desire to grow their movement through
reaching people for Christ. Therefore,
what might movement leaders do to
better mobilize their church planting
efforts?

Dream Big. One major denomina
tion has a goal to double the number
of its congregations in the next 20
years. Within the next five years, we in
The Wesleyan Church desire to plant a
number of new congregations equal to
5 percent of our existing churches. The
idea behind dreaming big is to get on

the edge, where you need to consis
tently hang onto the hand of God.

Start Many Kinds of Churches.
Plant churches for ethnic minority
groups, immigrants, emerging, re-
emerging, demographical sub-groups,
and niche audiences. Starting churches
is often like scattering seed. Some will
take root and grow, others will not. The
idea is still to scatter seed in as many
places as possible.

Use Varied Strategies. There is no
single best strategy for startinga new
church. Use parachute plants, mobilizing
churches to parent, satellite campuses
that spin off in order to harness their
unique energy, multiple churches within
one church or whatever works for estab

lishing a new work. Variousstrategies
will reach varied audiences.

Strengthen New Churches. Start
churches that will penetrate the
culture and at the same time provide a
place for new disciples to grow.

Make It a Lifestyle. Aim to create
not merely a season of planting
churches but a lifestyle of planting
churches. Work at ingraining it so
deeply in the fabric of your movement
that it will outlive the existing leader
ship base. It must not be what one
generation did, but it must be what the
movement does.

Stafford said, "A church [denomi
nation] that seeks to obey the Great
Commission will keep sending out
missionaries. And missionaries plant
churches—even when they never leave
home.'" •

—Phil Stevenson is general
director of the Department of Evangelism

and Church Growth, The Wesleyan Church,
Indianapolis, hid.

1. Tim Stafford, "Go and Plant Churches of all

Peoples," Christianity Today, September 2007
(http://www.christianitytoday.eom/ct/2007/
september/36.68.html).

2. Ibid.

Pacific Southwest District
Launches and Adopts
Four New Wesleyan Churches
New City Sacramento in Elk

Grove, California, held their

launch service on February 28,
with approximately 60 people present.
The goal of the church, pastured by
Randy Harrell, is to establish a core
group that will minister to the homeless
and young adults and gang population
in the greater Sacramento area.

Rapture International Ministry
in Oakland, CA, Joined The Wesleyan
Church on March 1. Reverend Shakir

Zaid leads the church and has had a

ministry in the Oakland area for seven

www.we8leyan.org

years. The church's founding purpose
is to change the lives of young people
and families located in the crime-

infested neighborhoods. Church
attendance averages around 60.

Korean Santa Clarita

Church in Canyon Country,
CA, officially joined the Pacific
Southwest District on March

15. Led by founding Pastor
Jin Ku Chung (pictured), the
church is located near Six Flags
Magic Mountain in
Los Angeles.

Greater Love Ministries in San

Leandro, CA, is located south of

Oakland in the San Francisco Bay
area. San Leandro is primarily an
African-American community. Pastor

Tommy Gilbert led the church
until his tragic and unexpected
death (heart attack) in February.
On March 22, Pastor Tommy's
wife Sherryl was installed as
pastor. For more information, visit
http://www.wesleyanpsw.org/. •
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My Prayer
for Church

Oh God,

will you raise
up a cadre of

church planters
who see their

ministry as
beyond just

planting one
church to

being a catalyst
for multiple

church plants?

Planters
This is my prayer for the church

planting movement in The
Wesleyan Church. As a
denomination, we are commit

ted to church planting. We applaud the
paitnership between the department of
Evangelism and Church Growth and
our districts in mobilizing for M3, a
missional multiplication movement,
within The Wesleyan Church. A church

By
Thomas E. Armiger

planting movement is taking shape in
The WesleyanChurch—praise the Lord!
Church planting is not simply a passing
fad; it is and must be the very fabric of
our existence. New church multiplication
is a vital sign of a healthy congregation,
district, and denomination.

The Best Practice
Lyle Schaller states:

"Every denomination
reporting an increase in
membership reports an
increase in the number

of congregations. Every
denomination reporting an
increase in the total number

of congregations reports an
increase in members."

I T3



Church planting is the best method of
reaching the unchurched, the best
model for accomplishing evangelism,
the best means to reach all groups of
people, and most importantly, it is our
biblical mandate to follow.

A church planting vision embraced
both locally and denominationally
empowers us to fulfill the Great
Commission. The church becomes

more effective in the proclamation
of the gospel as we become more

• Second, we must plant churches
cross-culturally, generating new works
among minority and ethnic populations.
Every slate and district has seen the
multi-cultural expansion that provides
a ripe mission field to harvest right at
our doorstep. May we have eyes to see
these explosive opportunities.
• Third, we must plant churches in new
communities, growing communities.
Until the recent housing downturn,
many new communities were popping

May we have eyes
to see these explosive
opportunities.

proficient in the planting of new
congregations. We cannot ignore this
direct correlation. Research bears out

that conversion growth occurs more
in new church plants than in older
established churches.

Four Focus Points
Church planting is a must if we are

serious about fulfilling the Great
Commission. To continue the momen

tum for church planting, we must
continue to focus on four things.
• First, we must plant churches in
strategic North American cities,
targeting the population centers.
Stewardship dictates that we direct
our efforts toward our cities. Targeting
cities and urban areas for church

planting must be a priority.

ywvw.wesleyan.org
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up near the vicinity of our established
churches. Every established church
needs to be on the lookout for nearby
communities to help partner or plant
a new church. "Churches Planting
Churches" is more than a slogan; it is
the preferred method for starting new
churches.

• Fourth, we must plant churches
by establishing extension campuses,
targeting new geographical areas as
extension ministries of existing
churches. Many of our larger
churches, such as 12Stone Church in

Lawrenceville. Ga., (Kevin Myers,
senior pastor) and Heritage in Rock
Island. 111. (John Bray, senior pastor)
are employing this method of church
planting by intentionally creating
multiple venues for expanding their
church ministiy.

Local Leadership
In each case, the best church

planting efforts are those initiated
locally. As church growth consultant
George Bullard states: "Congregations
must be caught by a spiritual passion
for congregational reproduction."
When this happens all across our
denomination, then we can say this
movement is growing.

Often, the number one reason for

the lack of church planting is the need
for more workers divinely called to
plant a new church. Jesus teaches,
"The harvest is plentiful but the
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the

harvest, therefore, to send out workers

into his harvest field" (Matt. 9:37-38).

So my prayer continues—

Lord, please raise up among our
men and women the passion for
being apostolic church planters,
missionaries ifyou will, called
to see multiple chuich plants
through their ministry career. Oh
God, raise up a cadre ofpersons
in The Wesleyan Church who can
say with the Apostle Paul, "My
ambition has always been to
preach the Good News where the
name ofChrist has never been
heard, rather than where a church
has already been started by some
one else" (Rom 15:20, NLT). Let it
be so Lord, Amen! •

—Thomas E. Armiger isa General |
Superintendent of The Wesleyan Church,

Indianapolis, Ind.
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Small
Church,

Large
Impact
^^^Jamaritan's Cupboard is

^Jproof that a little church
can do great things for God's
Kingdom," says Pastor Wade
Rogers. Iva First Wesleyan
Church in Iva, South Carolina,
averages about 35 in morning
attendance, but the grace of
God is poured out in a huge
way through those who are
willing to serve and be an
extension of His love and

compassion.
Since January 2008, the

food ministry has fed over
400 families, seen ten people
receive salvation through Jesus
Christ, and had numerous

guests rededicate their lives to
God. Although the church does
not use Samaritan's Cupboard
as a recruiting tool, several
guests have started attending
Sunday morning church
services. Joe Sharpe (pictured
above) is now a Samaritan's
Cupboard volunteer and a
faithful member of the church

family. Sharpe says, "I used to
rob churches, but God saved

me from that lifestyle, and now
I want to share that love and

grace with others." •
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Holiness.

Missional

Holiness
WhenIstep back and look

at my library, I see two
distinct categories of

material. First, there is what I would

call my collection of discipleship and
holiness texts. Many of these works
have Wesleyan underpinnings and
are helpful in understanding what it
means to be a follower of Christ,

and for many years this comprised
the majority of my library. Since
becoming a church planter six years
ago, however, a second category
of material has been added to my
library. These are works that focus on
church planting and emerging church
issues. The emphasis there is on
being a missional church, which I
define as taking the church beyond
its walls to engage the surrounding
community so that it may be
redeemed to the Lord.

A False Divide
According to my very simple

observation, it appears that an
increasing number of pastors are
finding themselves in one of these
two camps. Some are missionally
minded and tend to see our holiness

tradition as a burden, an obstacle to

outreach. Others are more holiness-

focused and tend to fear that this

missional movement will forsake our

holiness heritage, which has been the
foundation of our church for years. I

admit that

I, too,

find it a

challenge
not to think

of holiness and mission as mutually
exclusive ideas but to bring the two
together for the benefit of both.

The Example
of Wesley

One thing I appreciate about the
example of John Wesley is that he
was able to bring these aspects of
faith together; he was a man of both
holiness and mission. Here is the

person responsible for forming holy
clubs (holiness), who also rode

some 225,000 miles on horseback

to preach the gospel (mission).
Holiness fueled mission; mission

spread holiness.

The Teaching
of Scripture

What about the Scriptures?
Are there places where holiness and
mission come together? The first and
most obvious is Matt. 28:19, where

Christ command is to go (mission)
and make disciples (holiness).

Another instance may be found in
the Great Commandment. '"Love the

Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all

By
Christopher
Baldwin



When we have

allowed holiness and

mission to cooperate, we
have affected the world.

your mind.' This is the first and
greatest commandment. And the
second is like it: 'Love your neigh
bor as yourself" (Matt. 22:37-39).
We are to love God with all we are

and all we have (holiness), and love
our neighbor (mission).

A third powerful illustration of
these things working together is in
Isaiah 6. Here Isaiah saw the Lord

high and lifted up, and from this
new vision of Christ was made

aware of his unclean lips. Isaiah had
a holy moment. He saw the Lord in
a new way, and his response was
repentance. His mouth is then
touched with coal and the seraph
said, "Your guilt is taken away, and
your sin atoned for" (Tsa. 6:7). The
voice of the Lord is then heard:

"Whom shall I send: And who will

go for us?" and Isaiah response
"Here I am, send me" (Isa. 6:8).

Isaiah responded in obedience to his
holy encounter with the Lord. This
new embrace of the Lord put a
desire in him to go anywhere to
share this revelation.

Lesson from

•up History
When I consider the history of

The Wesleyan Church, I am most
pleased by the moments where our
holiness has fueled a missional

approach that results in making a

www.wesieyan.org

dilference—not only a personal
difference in the lives of individuals

but a societal or cultural influence.

When we have allowed holiness

and mission to cooperate, we have
affected such issues and slavery and
women's rights. Even today we see
that Wesleyans are bringing mission
and holiness together to plant
churches and to tackle such issues

as human trafficking and AIDS.
Holiness finds true beauty when it
is expressed in missional and
culturally relevant ways.

A Call to Unite
It is important that we not define

holiness solely in terms that set
us apart from the world, thereby
becoming a wall between us and
our communities. Instead may holi
ness transform us and drive us to

build the bridges by which we may
redeem our culture. May we also
allow holiness to bring purpose and
depth to our mission. The call is not
only to go to a place but also to
build people by creating relationships
with Jesus Christ and with others.

Instead of using mission and holiness
to draw battle lines, may our holi
ness fuel missional work and our

missional work spread holiness. •

—Christopher Baldwin is a pastor
and writerfrom Lancaster, NY.
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Ready To Move

On To The

Next Phase?

Conduct a capital
campaign designed to
assist your church in
raising the necessary
funds to further it s

vision. Forward in Faith

is a proven, affordable
capital campaign for
churches of any size.
Now is the time to be

planning for nexL^all,
call today for your packet

of information on this

exciting ministry!

M N S T R i L S

For information visit
www.wesleyan.org/sm

or call

800.627.2537



By Alex

McFarland

Your Local Church:

M Great Untold Story
Achurch congregation

functioning at its best
is a beautiful thing to
experience. I was recently

reminded of this while attending
a funeral service. My heart was
stirred as I watched fellow church

members shower the bereaved family
with love, prayers, and home-cooked
meals. About a week after the funeral,

one of the family members told me,
"Our pastor has been so faithful, and
we've really felt God's love through
all of the members reaching out to us.
We're gonna be OK."

10 SUMMER 2009

Caring about
people will
always be
relevant.

Low-Tech but Loving
In this era of televangelism

and celebrity preachers, the
significance of the humble local

church is easy to miss. I think we
need to take a second look. Often

low-tech but loving, the church is
a place where members serve
God by serving others. It's a golden
rule of the Christian world: When

some one is hurting, be there.
Of the more than 384,000 Christian

congregations in America, most
number less than 125 worshippers on
any given Sunday morning. Most will
never podcast their sermons, much less
gamer prime-time media coverage.
Week after week, most churches

quietly continue to go about their
two-millenia-old mission.



A Pillar of Strength
I believe that America's churches

are as important today as they were
in 1835, when Alexis DeToquiville
penned this famous observation:
"Not until I went into America's

churches and heard her pulpits flame
with righteousness did I understand
the secret of her greatness and power.
America is great because America is
good, and if America ceases to be
good, she will cease to be great."

Always Relevant
Some today would disagree with

DeToqueville. Many would indicate a
tacit agreement with the sentiment
expressed in the title of Christopher
Hitchen's book, God Is Not Great:

How Religion Poisons Everything.
A 2008 poll of 18-29 year olds
revealed that most nearly 80 percent
of those surveyed had a negative view
of organized churches. Nearly 90 per
cent agreed with the statement,
"Someone may have a good relation
ship with God without being involved
in a church."

But whenever I get concerned
about the church's place in our soci
ety I remember that caring about
people will always be relevant. I
think about people I've met along my
ecclesiological journeys throughout

www.westey8n.org

America: People like Ed, who volun
tarily fitted his pickup truck with
expensive devices that keep meals
hot which he transports to area shut-ins
each week. I think about Joel, a busy
college student, but one who for two
years now has organized fellow
students from his Sunday school
class to sing in rest homes each week
—just because. I think about Lynn.
As a retired international airline

stewardess, Lynn fluently speaks half
a dozen languages. For years, she has
led literacy courses for immigrants
and taught ESL classes to hundreds—
through her local church.

Cradle-to-Grave

Community
The church affirms life at every

stage, provides fellowship, commu
nity, instruction, and care of the soul.
Churches carry out their all-important
function of teaching people about
God, the Bible, Jesus, and salvation.

Churches teach people of all ages
how to worship and how to serve,
how to live and how to die. •

—AlexMcFarland serves as president
ofSouthern Evangelical Seminary and the

Veritas Graduate School.

From EP News. Used by permission.

JoAnne Lyon, on behalf

of the board of directors,

World Hope International,

is pleased to announce

the appointment of

The Reverend

Dr. Karl Eastlack

as Chief Executive Officer.

Under Dr. Eastlack's leadership,

World Hope International will

continue to engagethe church

and expand the ministry of

promoting opportunity,
dignity ani

hope
to the poorest of the world.

rfWoRLD HOPE
TERNATIONAL.

625 Slaters Lane,Suite 200

Alexandria, VA 22314-1176

888-466-4623 I 703-923-9414

www.worldhope.org



Social Holiness . . .

Wesleyans Stand
Against Trafficking

Bom in the abolitionist
movement of the i9th

Century, The Wesleyan
Church revisited its heritage

in committing to a denomination-wide
effort to abolish human trafficking.
Asking its Wesleyan Women depart
ment to coordinate the campaign, the
Church's General Board representing
over 300,000 constituents, endorsed an

initiative at its May 5-6, 2009, meeting
that will be called "Hands of Hope."

State Department Advisor
Commends Church

Speaking to the board members
at The Wesleyan Church World
Headquarters in Fishers, Indiana,
Georgetown University law professor
and former presidential advisor, Laura

Leaderer, commended the Church on
its efforts to help stop the trafficking
of humans for sex and labor servitude.

Leaderer, who helped frame the
United States' law against trafficking,
said that trafficking is prevalent in every
big city in America, and that up to
17,000 persons (half of them children)
are trafficked into America each year.
She estimates the total number of traf

ficked persons at 27-28 million and
calls the problem "modem day slavery."

Fighting for Human
Freedom and Justice

The Wesleyan Church has a storied
history of fighting for human freedom
and justice. It was active in the under
ground railroad movement and one of
its churches was the scene of the first

women's rights convention. Its
Freedom's Hill Church (which has

been restored as a historic display on
the campus of Southern Wesleyan
University) was targeted by 19th
Century slave traders and its pastor

faced hanging because of his
protection of slaves.

Leaderer put a human side to
trafficking with the story of Rosa. At
the age of 13, Rosa was trafficked to
America and forced into prostitution
by a group of men who gang-raped,
beat her and then abandoned her in

a trailer without food or water for three

days. A wife and mother of three
daughters, Leaderer, who currently
serves as vice president of an anti-
trafficking organization, urged
Wesleyans to "first of all educate
yourself, to read about trafficking, to
learn about the harm of it; and then to

find a way to bring that information
into the community."

Public Forum will

Enlist Community
The Wesleyan Church will offer

a September 9, 2009, community
information forum in Indianapolis,
Indiana, which will be followed by a
September 10-12 training to abolish

I? www.StandAgainstTraffickins.com

%
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human trafficking staffed by professionals
from World Hope International.
General Director of Wesleyan Women
and "Hands of Hope" coordinator
Martha Blackburn says the training /
will equip men and women with ^
skills to help prevent trafficking ^
and care for its victims. For _

more information, visit '

www.wesleyan.org/ww/ y
opportunities/hope yv

n

Auction Raises Money
to Fight Human Trafficking

or call

317.774.7974 F:
or the last two years Spring Lake
Wesleyan Church has selected a
humanitarian project to support

through their Heart for the World auction.
This year, the Spring Lake, Michigan, church

chose to support the fight against human traffick
ing in their second annual event on February 28.

Church staff and the congregation first became
aware of the human trafficking issue after Wendy

Sail, a regular attendee, visited Cambodia with World
Hope International (WHI) and met victims firsthand at

an assessment center. After Wendy returned, the Spring
Lake church family knew they needed to do something to

address the issue. "We wanted to let the church know that the

issue exists and that we could do something
about it," says Dave Home, Outreach and
Teaching Pastor.

The event consisted of a silent and public
auction (complete with an auctioneer),
refreshments, and a brief address by General
Superintendent Dr. JoAnne Lyon, founder of
WHI, on the heart-wrenching truths of human
trafficking. People of all ages worked to raise
awareness of the issue within the church as

well as plan the event, which was attended
by both congregation members and
community residents. In aU, over $ 18,100
was raised to give toward the fight against
human trafficking. •

f

Teens Host Anti-Trafficking Event

M

www.wesleyan.org

ambers of the youth group
at Breakpointe Community
Church in Overland Park,

Kans., were moved to action on human

traffickingafter being exposed to the
issue by Youthfront, a Kansas City
ministry organization, in late 2008.

"Our students had no idea that

slavery is still in their world today,"
says Jay Thornton, Breakpointe pastor
for student ministries, adding that the
experience motivated the teens to act.
After many hours of prayer, planning,
and conversation, the group put

together a weekend event to bring
awareness to human trafficking.
Approximately 300 attended a
February 2009 "Break the Chains"
weekend event. •
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By Martha Blackburn

Akey component
for any ministry
to be successful

is to maximize

the role of volunteers. I

have spent most of my life
as a volunteer in ministry. I
learned early that not much of eternal value is accom
plished alone. It is important to invite others to benefit as
part of the team.

Most people do not volunteer for a ministry simply to
do a job. They want to make a difference in the lives of

How to Find and
Keep Volunteers

i

m

ii mimil ttralihi nmhr
J|n9fnDQIll^l OnQr 9*^
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others. Team ministry done with volunteers can enhance
the ministry as people with different gifts and godly
passion become part of the team, and the lives of volun
teers are enriched. Here are a few of the keys that I have
learned for successfully recruiting volunteers.

Start with Prayer
First, start with prayer. 1ask God to lead me to poten

tial team members whom I should invite to become part
of the team. I have even used a church directory to pray
through the names and ask the Lord to show me those I
should invite to the team. 1 have sought the counsel of
others.

Sometimes my list contains names of people who
have proven their ability to lead, but others listed may be
potential leaders who can develop their gifts while they
are serving. In women's ministry I would want to make
sure the list of volunteers represents a broad view of the
entire church. I would want women of different ages and
stages of life represented on the ministry team.

Avoid recruiting someone already overloaded with
ministry positions and responsibilities. There are gifted
people all around us that are not involved in ministry;
we need to invite them to serve.

Cast the Vision

The best way to recruit top volunteers to the team is
with a personal invitation, so the second step is to make
an appointment to meet with a potential volunteer. At
this time, share the vision for the ministry and explain
why this opportunity could be a great ministry fit for
them. This is a good time to talk about the expectations



for volunteers. Close the meeting by
asking your guest if her or she will
pray about this opportunity and talk
about it with family and friends. Set a
definite time to get back together to
talk about their questions and receive
their response. A week is usually
enough time for someone to decide if
they will serve.

Offer Training
How do we help volunteers to be

successful? If a position is important
enough to ask someone to serve, it
is imperative that we make sure
ongoing training is happening for
the volunteer to be successful.

Frequent communication and
affirmation is important. Most
volunteers quit because they lose
sight of how their service is contributing
to the whole ministry. Frequent updates
and checking in with
volunteers is important.

Allow for Busy Schedules
Respect other commitments of volun

teers. Everyone has a packed schedule. It
is important to make sure the teamassign-

ment is manageable for each member.
You may need to recruit five volunteers to
handle what one could have handled some

years ago. Too often, good volunteers get
overloaded, bum out, and drop completely
out of serving. This is a loss to the
Kingdom and to the volunteers.

Encourage and Celebrate
Encourage volunteers to invite their

friends, family, and coworkers to join
them in serving. Most people who
serve do so because someone they
knew invited them to serve.

Celebrate together. Plan a celebration
to honor your volunteers and lavish
your appreciation for their service
and celebrate their accomplishments.
This is a great time to hear testimonies
from the previous year and cast a
vision for the future with invitations

for continued service as volunteers.

Volunteers are essential to

successful ministry, and one of my
greatest blessings is to see how God

works in and through some of those
He has helped me recruit. •

—Martha Blackburn is general
director of Wesleyan Women, The Wesleyan

Church, Indianapolis, Ind.
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General Board Challenged
to Rethink Church

The 114th session of The Wesleyan
Church General Board was characterized

by a rellection on its rich heritage and an
excitement about its promising future.
Board of General Superintendents
Chair, Dr. Jerry G. Pence, said following
the May 5-6 meetings. "From personal
testimonies of healing to accounts of
dramatic church growth, from stories of
baptisms to stirring examples of Christ-
followers of all ages who are on the
frontlines of Kingdom ministry, the
Board rejoiced over evidence of lives
being transformed by God's grace
through Wesleyan ministries." A live
video feed from Dr. Benji Kelley,
senior pastor of NewHope Church in
Durham, North Carolina, which has

doubled in size since moving to its new
facility, was typical of the reports.

The first session included a personal
testimony by board member Rev. Patty
Bray, followed by the State of the Church
address by General Superintendent
Pence on behalf of the Board of General

Superintendents: www.wesleyan.org/bgs.
He called on the Church to ask itself

three questions:
• Who are we?

• Where are we headed?

• How are we going to get there?

He also challenged the General
Board to rethink the purpose and direc
tion of The Wesleyan Church.

Afternoon sessions of the General

Board included the meetings of the
Church's Priority Functions Task Forces:
• Core Theology and Value
• Vision Alignment and

Accountability
• Leadership and Ministerial

Development
• Healthy Churches
• Internationalization
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In other business, the

General Board received reports from:
• General Treasurer

• Wesleyan Investment Foundation
• Wesleyan Publishing House
• Communications/General Secretary
• Education and the Ministry
• Evangelism and Church Growth
• Global Partners

• Spiritual Formation
• Wesleyan Pension Fund
• Wesleyan Women
• Wesleyan Medical Fellowship
• Hephzibah Ministries

Honored Dr. David S. Medders, who
is resigning after 19 years as president
of Bethany Bible College in New
Brunswick, Canada.

Adopted the 2010 fiscal year budget
(that is 7.4% less than the 2009 fiscal
year budget and includes a wage and
salary freeze for The Wesleyan Church
World Headquarters employees).

Approved a restatement of the
Articles of Incorporation.

Approved an Investment Committee
Policy update.

Approved Rev. C.K. Chitty as new
CEO/General Director for Hephzibah
Ministries.

Elected members of a Faith and

Public Life Think Tank:

• General Superintendent Jo Anne
Lyon, Chair

• Charles Massey, professor of urban
ministries, Houghton College

• Peter Gillette, recent seminary
graduate with concentration in
social justice, in transition for urban

ministry, and member of Spring
Lake Wesleyan Church in West
Michigan District

• Anthony Graham, pastor,
Brooklyn, N.Y.

• Jon Wiest, church planter.
The Colony, TX

• Mike Fullingim, professor of global
ministries, Oklahoma Wesleyan
University

• Mindy Dunn, social worker,
Indianapolis

• Chris Accornero, chair of religion
department, Southern Wesleyan
University, Urban Specialist

Elected college and university trustees:
• Rev. Robert MacCallum, Bethany

Bible College (alumni representative)
• Mr. John Lee and Mr. John M. Lyon,

Houghton College (representative-
at-Iarge)

• Dr. Steven DeNeff, Indiana Wesleyan
University (General Board nomina
tion), Mr. Donald Thomason, IWU

(representative-at-large)
• Mr. John Powell, Southern Wesleyan

University (district representative
nomination), Mr. D. Ken Whitener
(representative-at-Iarge)

In a meeting with world headquarters
employees following the Wednesday
conclusion of General Board business

sessions, General Superintendent Pence
highlighted Board action and then
reminded them that they are a "mission
force that is spreading hope and holiness
that transforms Christians, communities
and cultures." •



Board Meetings
are Fly-in for
Health Care Exec

Health care executive Dwight Ott
serves on the investment board

of The Wesleyan Church
Corporation. His mode of transportation
to the meetings is unique among mem
bers; he flies a Robinson R-44 helicopter
and lands it in a field adjacent to The
Wesleyan Church World Headquarters.
A pilot since 1991 who has flown heli
copters for the last three years, Ott says
the helicopter is convenient for visiting
the health care and senior housing
facilities which he and his brother Gary,
along with Larry Maxwell, operate
across Indiana.

Dwight is a member of College
Wesleyan Church in Marion, Ind.,
and has served on numerous boards

and committees, including College
Church's local board of administration

and financial committees at the world

headquarters. The son of a Wesleyan
pastoral couple, Francis and Lois Ott,
Dwight is a graduate of Indiana Wesleyan
University. He and his wife, Gloria, have
four children and live in Marion. •

www.wesleyan.org

Red Ribbons
Symbolize New Life

agnolia Springs
Wesleyan Church
has a God-sized goal
when it comes to

seeing lives changed in 2009. The
Magnolia Springs, Alabama,
church wants to see 100 people
place their faith in Christ by
December. At the beginning of the
year. Pastor Brad Strange preached
a message about winning the lost
and encouraged his
congregation to live out both the
Great Commandment (Matthew
22:34-40) and Great Commission

(Matthew 28; 16-20).

He asked a carpenter in his
church to make a cross and hammer

100 nails along the front. As people
come to know Jesus as their Savior, a

tiny, red ribbon is tied to a nail. So

M
far, the ribbons total 27. Pastor

Strange encourages his church that
people can come to know Jesus at
any time and any place. He
explains that this can happen
"through the ministry of our church
or people of our congregation.
It doesn't have to happen in the
church."

Recently, Mike and Stephanie
Harrison (pictured) made personal
decisions to follow Jesus. With the

cross situated at the sanctuary's front
(and not moved for weddings or
funerals), congregants at the
church see the symbolic reminder
of Christ's death and resurrection

on a regular basis. "The cross
serves as a reminder to die to self,

pick up our cross, and follow
Him," says Pastor Strange. •



On December 28, thousands of
Wesleyan teens, sponsors,
and pastors will assemble
together in four different

cities (Baltimore, Charlotte, Denver,

& Louisville) for the December 28-

31, 2009, Wesleyan Area Youth
Conventions. Its theme, taken from

Micah 6:8, Love Mercy, will bring
the simple truth that God's Word
challenges us to face the needs of
our world by requiring all Christians
to do three things:

Act Justly
Because God is just. God defines

justice in a way that transcends all
human concepts of what is just.
Acting justly is a key part of being a
follower of Christ. God's plan to heal
the world involves us. His people.
The world is waiting to see what
God's people can do and Love Mercy
will show it.

Die. 28-31, 2009

li^oio o

Love Mercy
Because God is merciful. It is

because of His great love that we
receive his great mercy. God is com
passionate; God's people must be
compassionate. Love Mercy will hold
tight to the idea that we may not be
able to change everything but in the
words of Mother Teresa, "we can

each do small things with great love,"
or as Jesus said, even giving a cup of
cold water in His name matters.

Walk Humbly With God
Because God is holy, to walk in

humility with God is to acknowledge
He is greater than anything we know

or can even imagine. Love Mercy
will challenge us to walk with a God
who is bigger and stronger than any
situation. It is through our walk with
God that we will find strength to live
justly—full of mercy and love.

General Director of Spiritual
Formation, Dr. Jim Dunn, says the
mission of Love Mercy is to proclaim
the Good News of God's compassion
in Christ, to love our neighbor as
ourselves, to work for justice and
peace, respecting the dignity of every
human person. To live out our faith
is to: do justice, love mercy, and walk
humbly with God. For more informa
tion and registration details, see
www.myWYcon.com. •

One Mission. Four Locations. Baltimore *Charlotte • Denver *Louisville I myWYcon.com
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Spiritual Formation
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Pastors of Largest
Wesleyan Churches
Meet at Headquarters
On April 28, 2009, the Board

of General Superintendents
convened a special group of

pastors for a Large Church Pastor
Conversation at The Wesleyan
Church World Headquarters. This
group included eighteen of the
twenty-one senior pastors of
Wesleyan churches that averaged
over 1,000 in worship last year.

The all-day meeting focused on
listening to the pastors and asking
them to speak into the life and
leadership of the Church. The Board
of General Superintendents said,
"They brought a unique and dynamic
perspective to this ongoing process
that is intended to result in action

that will help our Church in its
vision of fulfilling the Great
Commission in the spirit of the
Great Commandment."

Pastors present at the meeting
included:

• John Bray (Heritage, Rock Island,
IL)

• Laurel Buckingham (Moncton,
Moncton, NB)

• Thomas Bunting (Emmanuel,
Salisbury, MD)

• Arlie Davis (Christ, Milton, PA)

• Steven DeNeff (College, Marion,
IN)

• Was Dupin (Daybreak Community,
Hudsonville, Ml)

• Philip Griffin (First Wesleyan,
Battle Creek, Ml)

• Michael Hilson

(New Life, La Plata, MD)
• Paul Hontz (Central Wesleyan,

Holland, MI)
• Steve McEuen (Victory Highway,

Painted Post, NY)

• Keith Loy (Celebrate Community,
Sioux Falls, SD)

• Gregory McClain (Hamburg,
Hamburg, NY)

• Kenneth Murphy (Cypress,
Galloway, OH)

• Kevin Myers (12Stone Church,
Lawrenceville, GA)

• John Ott (Parkway, Roanoke, VA)
• Wayne Schmidt (Kentwood

Community. Kentwood, Ml)
• Stephen Wilson (Greeley. Greeley,

CO)

• Peter Yoshonis (Spring Lake,
Spring Lake, MI)
During the quadrennium, the

Board of General Superintendents
will be facilitating pastor forums—
clusters of pastors gathered together
within their districts to discuss issues

related to denominational mission,

leadership, and structure. •



Former General Treasurer
Heads IMational Group
Dan Busby, former general treasurer of TheWesleyan Church, was elected president of
the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability (ECFA). Busby is the author of the
best selling resource The Churchand Nonprofit Tax & Financial Guide.

Central Canada Pastor
Highlighted in ChristianWeek

Chris Lang, pastor of Laurentian Wesleyan Church in North Bay, Ont., was highlighted in ChristianWeek,
Canada's national Christian newspaper. The article was on the pressure to be a "super pastor."

Oldest Minister
of IM.C. East Dies

Grace Story of High Point, N.C., the oldest ordained minister of the North Carolina East District,
died on EasterSunday 2009. Rev. Story had served in ministry alongside her late husband,
Vernon, for more than 40 years.

Global Partners Appoints
Area Directors

Dr. Bob and Brenda Bagley are the new area directors for
Africa fields of ministry. Dr. Dennis Jackson, and his wife,
Owen, have been appointed as long-term missionaries to
Europe, where Dennis will serve as the Global Partners
area director.

Croft Named Houghton's .. .
Pastor of the Year

Rev. Robert J. Croft, pastor of the Hyde Wesleyan Church in the Western Pennsylvania District,
has been named the 2009 Claude A. Ries Pastor of theYear by Houghton College.

BGS Represented at Creation Care Conference

Dr. Jo Anne Lyon, member of The
Wesleyan Church Board of General
Superintendents along with Dr. Thomas
E. Amiiger and Dr. Jerry G. Pence,
represented the Church at the first-ever
national pastor's conference on
Creation Care, May 13-15, 2009,
in Duluth, Georgia.

The conference (Flourish), which
was held at Cross Pointe Church,

www.wesley8n.org

featured premier pastors, speakers,
authors and theologians from across
the United States. According to its Web
site (http://fIourishconference.com),
the goal was "to explore the biblical
call to care for God's creation."

Among other conference speakers
were Cross Pointe Senior Pastor

James Merritt, and Albert Mohler, Jr.,
Chris Sea, and Becky Hunter.

%

Speakers and attendees focused on
Creation Care and theology, worship,
and evangelism; the greening of the
church operations; and personal disci-
pleship. Conference organizers said,
"All three are necessary for the church
to produce a robust gospel-witness in
the 21st Century."
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Multiplying Churches
A Church is a Community
A community does not exist for itself.
It's there for others. I think Dietrich

Bonhoeffer is the one who said that if

a community is not for the world, then
that community is no earthly good. In
other words, community is ultimately
a tool for ministry.

—"Community is not the Word,"
Leadership Journal, Winter 2009

Movement to Awaken a
Slumbering Church
I want to become a part of a movement
to awaken a slumbering church. The
church is in chaos right now. Every con
gregation needs a new vision, be they
large or small. We need to leam again
that God's truth is the greatest message
we can teach. If we are simply attempt
ing to entertain our flock, the world can
do that much better than we can.

—H. B. London, Pastors Weekly Briefing

Faith Online

Nearly two-thirds of online Americans
use the Internet for faith-related rea

sons. Among the most popular and
important spiritually-related online
activities measured in a new national

survey: 38 percent of the nation's 128
million Internet users have sent and

received e-mail with spiritual content;
35 percent have sent or received
online greeting cards related to reli
gious holidays; 32 percent have gone
online to read news accounts of reli

gious events and affairs; 21 percent
have sought information about how
to celebrate religious holidays; 17
percent have looked for information
about where they could attend
religious services.

—Pewlntemet.org

From Entertaining to Educating
Our church has moved from entertaining
to educating. We're not putting nearly
the same emphasis into impressing
people as we used too, though we are
still committed to quality. Now, we are
much more intentional about focusing
on ministries that facilitate life change—
trying to see greatergrowth and depth
in the lives of people.

—Steve Wilson,

quoted in "DS Rambiings"

Local Church on the Front Lines

In response to current needs, nearly 40
percent of churches are currently offering
financial counseling for those who are
having monetary struggles. An estimated
52 percent of churches (both Protestant
and Catholic) haveprograms in place "to
provide food, clothing, andbasic needs"
for those in economic straights.

—EP News
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Brooksville is uniquely located in Central Florida with easy accessto ail that Florida
has to offer and has been home to the Wesleyan retirement community since 1956.
We are a Christian communitythat exhibitsa vibrant caring spiritfor one another and works
in close cooperation with the Brooksville Wesleyan Church to strengthen the spiritual vitality
of each resident Several living options are available, from life lease condos, apartments,
RV park, mobileand manufactured homes, to on-site built homes. Importantly, there is a
full schedule of planned activities for residents to enjoy.

Wesleyanvillage
8225 Wesley Drive

Brooksvlile, FL 34601

Phone: (352) 799-1644 Fax: (352) 799-2311
Web: http://www.wesleyanvlllage.org
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The News . . .

Rain Holds, 12Stone
Packs Stadium

The rain that was forecast didn't

arrive until an hour after the May 17,
2009, worship service ended, but in
the meantime 9,000 parishioners of
12Stone (Wesleyan) church packed
the Gwinnett Braves stadium in

Lawrenceville, Georgia. Senior
Pastor Kevin Myers cast a vision for
the Lawrenceville church's future

ministries during combined worship
services of its Hwy 20 and Hamilton
Mill campuses.

South Coastal District

Superintendent, Dr. Dan Berry, called
the event "God's Miracle at 12Stone."

He added, "The spiritual energy of all
campuses and services in one place
will never be forgotten. Our new
season of ministry has begun as we
give ourselves away to our community
and world. The event also included an

announcement of the Church's Habitat

Build home project for a family from
Ethiopia. •

Pacific Southwest

Partners with
Wesleyan Native
American Ministries

Pacific Southwest District has

launched a Web site to encourage
prayer for and partnership with
Wesleyan churches located on the
Navajo Nation in Arizona. The site
includes tips and info for anyone
planning a missions trip to the
reservation. It also lists prayer
requests from Pastors Ben Yazzie
and Darwin Tsosie and a list of

needs from their churches. The site

is located at http://pswnavajo
outreach.blogspot.com and was
developed by Rev. Bob Lenz of
Skyline Wesleyan Church. •

Central Canada Church Takes Step of Faith
Southgate Community Church in

Kemptville, Ontario, Canada., had been
experiencing a sharp decline in giving
when Pastor Mark Parker launched a

stewardship campaign that culminated
with a call for people to respond to the
question, "What percentage of your
income do you believe God is asking

Home from a May 14-17, 2009, visit
to Sien'a Leone, West Africa, General

Superintendent Thomas E. Armiger,
says The Wesleyan Church of Sierra
Leone is "vibrant and growing in spite
of the people's suffering." There are 22
new Wesleyan churches and their mem
bership has increased by nearly 5,000
since 2000. Dr. Armiger chaired the
Sierra Leone National Conference in

Makeni, Sierra Leone, and said there

www.wesleyan.org

you to give this coming year?"
Parishioners were asked to take a "step
up" toward tithing by either beginning to
tithe or giving beyond a tithe. At the
conclusion of the campaign, the people
of the congregation had committed them
selves to a 16 percent increase in giving
over the previous year's budget. •

(1. tor.) District missions director Rev. Joe Martin;
Rev. Bob Lenz: Southwest District native

ministries coordinator Rev. Cecil Lucas,.

Armiger Commissions New Well in Sierra Leone
was a sense of celebration and unity in
the Spirit of Christ that permeated the
conference.

Rev. J. Y. Konteh, who was honored

for eight years of service as national
superintendent, has been a catalyst for
re-energizing the church following
the war's atrocities. The country's war
has caused the loss of loved ones and

homelessness for many Wesleyan
families. Rev. Konteh noted, "I am

leaving behind a message of forgive
ness and reconciliation to all, which
will help you be a united and victori
ous church." Rev. Usman J. Fomah,

former national secretary, was elected
to succeed Rev. Konteh and will

assume office in June 2009.

Dr. Armiger also observed that two
key components in rebuilding The

Wesleyan Church of Sierra Leone are
the community development initiatives
and the Micro Credit program sponsored
by World Hope International. On May
17, he commissioned and dedicated a

new well for the amputee village of
Mafokineay. "The new well will provide
water for the entire village and to help
communicate the Living Water that
only Christ can provide. This is one
of the 58 wells across the country
constructed through the sponsorship
of World Hope. I am deeply grateful
and thankful for the strength of The
Wesleyan Church of Sierra Leone
despite the years of terrible hardship,"
said Armiger.

Read the entire report on
Dr. Armiger's Reflections page at
http://www.wesleyan.org/bgs/. •
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"I SPY" a Success at

NC East's Kids' Event
Three hundred North Carolina East District kids and

leaders spent a great Saturday together on the grounds of
Victory Mountain Campground in Sophia, N.C., for their
annual kid's event.

The theme "I SPY" {I Seek it. Pray It, Yell It)
launched their summer camping theme and gave kids a
glimpse of what camp will be like. Activities included
canoeing and paddle boat rides on the lake, petting baby
goats in the petting bam, playing games on the ball
fields, riding wagons through the trails, and eating ice
cream.

Wanda Trogdon, District Director of Children's
Ministry for NC East, coordinated the event which began
with a rally of camp songs, kid-style worship, games, and
prizes. Rev. Colleen Derr, Director of Children's
Ministries for The Wesleyan Church, spoke to the kids
about blind Bartimaeus and how we can be like him:

When we "seek" Jesus we will always find Him, when
we "pray" to Jesus He will always answer, and we can
have something to "yell" about when he does answer. In
closing, the kids were challenged to tell the world that
Jesus lives. •



Church Builds Addition
Debt Free

In 1996 members of West Berlin

Wesleyan Church in Lake Odessa,
Mich., voted to build an addition to

their facility without taking out a loan,
even if the project took years to com
plete. After seven years of drawing
plans, raising funds, receiving approval
from local government and church
officials, and two pastoral changes,
ground was broken in May 2003.

The two-story, 10,286 square foot
building was constructed by a number
of individuals as funds became available

Missouri Church

Conducts Home

Makeover

Warrenton Wesleyan Church of
Warrenlon, Missouri, conducted a

home makeover similar to those seen

on ABC's popular reality TV show,
"Extreme Makeover: Home Edition."

In only seven days, church volunteers
gutted and remodeled a home belong
ing to a single dad and his four kids.
To view pictures of the church's
project, visit www.g3insider.com. •

through fundraisers, pledges, and a
substantial benevolence gift. In addition
to enlisting help from local contractors
and church attendees, the church

received volunteer labor from Mobile

Missionary Assistance Program. •

Church Growth Forces
Location Move

Deep Water Church in Halifax,
N.S., has outgrown its original home,
a rented theater. In December 2007,
church attendance averaged 46, but in
the fall of 2008 the number exceeded

100. In February, the church transitioned
to a larger theater to accommodate the
growth. The church has moved into a
new theater with seating for 325. •

Korean Language Ministry Joins Wesieyans

The Pacific Southwest is pleased to
announce a new Wesleyan Church in
La Habra, California. La Habra is

located in Orange County.
Reverend Seonghee Lee is the pas

tor of Yaihyang Church. This Korean
language ministry has been in exis
tence for a few years and has decided
to join The Wesleyan Church. Pastor

www.wesi0yan.org

Lee was born in Korea and has

ministered in Korea, Russia, France,

Slovenia, and Croatia. He is fluent in

Korean, English, and French. Lee is a
church planter and has a great heart
for evangelism. The congregation,
which averages around 45, officially
jointed the district on May 10, 2009.

WIF Online

Investors can now view WIF savings
and church loan accounts online.

There is also the option to transfer
funds from one WIF account to

another or make payments to a WIF
church loan from a WIF church savings
account, www.wifonline.com

25 Years of
Life-Changing Advice!
The New Testament calls every Christian
to live a holy life. In Holiness for Ordinary
People, Keith Drury explains in simple,
practical terms how every Christian can
live a Christ-like life; God's intentions
for every Christian. Drury explains that
holiness is not a special category, resen/ed
for only a few, select Christians. His ideas
are presented with clear biblical insight,
and he deals candidly with the obstacles
such as deadlines, appointments and
obligations that confront Christians in
their everyday lives. Holinessfor Ordinary
People is a message of hope,
encouragement and possibility.

SALE $9.99 (plus shipping)
Reg. Retail $14.99

Mention code: WLSUM09

wesleyan publishing house

Call Direct: 1.800./;93.7539
Offer good July 1 -31,2009



New
Pastor

h
ORIENTATION

Wovember 11-12, 2009
Once each year the Board of
General Superintendents hosts a
New Pastor Orientation at the World

Headquarters. Pastors who have
recently accepted their first church
assignment, either by transferring to
The Wesleyan Church from another
denomination or by receiving their
first credentials with the Church, are
invited to participate. Information
about the event and online registration
are available at www.wesleyan.org/
bgs/new-pastor-orientation. •

Vida Nueva DeKalb Church is

rich in cultural diversity. People from
ten countries—El Salvador, Costa

Rica, the United States, Honduras,

Mexico, Puerto Rico, Cuba, North

Korea, Brazil, and Peru—are active in

the church's various ministries.

Located in DeKalb, 111., Vida Nueva

is one of three Hispanic churches in
the Illinois District. This Wesleyan
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Ministry Is Vibrant
in Rural Montana

A person can travel miles in rural
Montana without seeing a city of
substantial size. Such is the case in

Miles City, where the population is
around 9,000. Billings, the nearest
large city, is some 140 miles away.
Yet in both Miles City and nearby
Terry, a town of 900, ministry is
thriving, according to Pastor Tom
Gudmunson. •

Conflict Resolution Seminar

The Board of General

Superintendents will sponsor
a seminar on conflict resolu

tion on Oct. 29-30, at the

world headquarters of
The Wesleyan Church.

Dr. Edward Wheeler

(pictured), president of
Christian Theological Seminary, and
Dr. George Bullard, church consultant,
will be resource persons for the event.
The seminar is open to any district or
local church leader, both ministerial

congregation was started on Nov. 5,
2000 and now averages 70 in worship
attendance. According to Pastor
Rodrigo Azofeifa, God is moving in
the hearts of people like Pablo, who
came to know Christ as his Savior

after a struggle with substance abuse.
Pablo passed a discipleship program
at the church and decided to be

baptized. Three others were baptized

and lay. The seminar will begin
Thursday at noon and conclude
by Friday at 3:00 p.m. Online
registration will begin May 1.
There is no cost for the seminar,

but participants are asked to
pay $40 which will pay for two
lunches, break refreshments,

seminar materials, and Dr. Bullard's
book. Every Church Needs a Little
Conflict. For more information
contact Dr. Ken Heer at heerk@

wesleyan.org or 317.774.3896. •

Ten Countries

Represented at
Illinois Church

along with Pablo that same Sunday
morning.

The church is fulfilling the Great
Commission in the spirit of the Great
Commandment through such ministries
as offering the English as a Second
Language program and providing
translation for those who don't

speak Spanish. •
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Your Church's District Budget
Every group hoping to impact its

world needs adequate financing, and
The Wesleyan Church is no excep

tion. Local church leaders present their
programs to the congregation along with a
budget to fund the initiatives. District offi
cials present their aims to elected
representatives from the district's local
churches, and General Church leaders

present their initiatives to members of the
general conference. Thus, the voice of
each member is heard through elected
representatives at every level. This
system avoids allowing special interest
groups to set the agenda. A representative
group sets the boundaries for spending.

While this system of checks and bal
ances works well, some may wonder
what value there is in contributing to
church operations beyond the local-
church level. Here are some reasons

why it pays to be an enthusiastic
supporter of the church's initiatives at
the district and General Church levels.

1. It Trains Ministers
Your church's budget provides funds

for those studying for the ministry.
These funds provide for up to one year's
tuition on the undergraduate level and a

www.vvesleyan.org

subsidy for those studying at approved
seminaries. The denomination also sets

requirements and monitors progress at
no cost to the ministerial candidate.

2. It Provides Scholarships
Your church's budget also provides

scholarships for Wesleyan students at our
colleges and universities. These funds are
distributed on a need-driven basis and are

in addition to scholarship funds provided
on a local level. Most of our colleges
and universities use all of the funds

they receive from the local church's
educational assessment to provide
scholarships for Wesleyan students.

3. It Plants Churches
Your budget dollars provide funds for

church planting in the United States and
Canada. These funds are channeled back

through the district at the request of the
your district board of administration for
specific projects. Both the district and
General Church join hands to reach out
to those who don't know Christ.

4. It Provides Counsel
for Pastors
Your budget dollars provide counsel

and resources to your pastor at the touch

By

Ronald •. Kelly

of a phone. With just one phone call
to a someone in a department of The
Wesleyan Church World Headquarters, a
pastor can receive the latest information
on what programs or materials are work
ing in Sunday school, youth, Christian
education, church growth, missions,
financial matters, and more.

5. It Provides Direct Service
to Local Churches
Your budget dollai^s providefor services

rendered to local churches. Those services

range from assistance during times of tran
sition to annual check-ups with the local
board of administration. From your district
office comes a steady flow of infonnation
on church growth, tax requirements, church
planting, opportunities for learning, spiri
tual challenges, and special ministries.

When you consider all of the services
provided by your contribution to the district
and General Church, it is a great value. •

— Ronald D. Kelly is General Secretary ofThe
Wesleyan Church and Editor o/Wesleyan Life
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Colleges and Universities . . .

Arthur Maxwell Named Interim President
at Bethany Bible College

The board of trustees of Bethany
Bible College has named Dr. Arthur
Maxwell as the school's interim

president. The appointment began
July 1 and will remain in effect for
up to one year.

Maxwell is well-known to the

Bethany community, having previ
ously distinguished himself in
service to the college as academic

dean and as chief academic officer

from 1991-2008. The board has

commissioned a presidential search
committee to nominate a new presi
dent to the board at the earliest

opportunity.
Dr. David Medders brought his

historic 19-year presidency to
completion in June 2009. •

•WU Eagles are National Champions
The Oklahoma Wesleyan

University (OWU) men's basketball
team completed a historic year with
a national championship win on
March 17.

The Eagles defeated College of
the Ozarks (Mo.) by a score of 60-53
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in the National Association of

Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA)
National Championship in Point
Lookout, Mo. In addition to claiming
its first-ever national championship
title, the team realized another first by
winning its conference tournament

%

and by receiving a number one rank
ing in the NAIA Division II poll
during the regular season. Head coach
Donnie Bostwick was named NAIA

Division II Coach of the Year as he

led his team to a 35-win season that

included 18 straight victories. •
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INDIANA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY

ANNOUNCES NEW

MASTER OF
DIVINITY DEGREE

Sensing a call to ministry, but can't find the right school?

Well, look no further. IWU introduces a new M.Div. program

that could revolutionize theological education. What makes
the IWU M.Div. different?

MISSiONAL: Every student will
engage in ministry and service as a
central part of the program from
beginning to end.

COMMUNAL: You will advance

through the program with the same

group of students, fostering deep,
meaningful relationships that will
last beyond graduation.

INTEGRATED: The IWU curriculum

is shaped by what ministers really do.
You'll complete many assignments
in your local ministry setting. While

every course is highly practical, sound
biblical and theological content is
woven throughout the curriculum, %

PERSONALIZED: The IWU program
is designed to fit your schedule. Take
courses online (with occasional visits

to Marion, Indiana) or completely
on campus. Select either a youth
ministry or leadership concentration.
You'll even tailor much of your

coursework to your current ministry.

ECONOMICAL: The IWU tuition

rate is one of the lowest in the

country. And at only 75 hours (most
M.Div. programs are 90 hours),
IWU also offers one of the most

compressed. In short, the IWU

program will save you time and
money.

V. LEADING-EDGE: Study with
-^SPIRITUALLY. ENRICHING: Th^lWJ,- :^pertfaculty and learn from leading
'.prpgrarh dpesn't just teach aboutGod, .practitioners on location. As the h

' V- It hel|Kyou conried with God. You
. will develop spiritual disciplines to

.strert^hen apd sustain your rninistry
fSr.years to come;

iargest university in the Council for^
Chridian Colleges &Universitiesx^U
provides students with.a wea^^f/

-resources, including oneo^he fii^st
campuses and libraries in the coantry.

For more information about IWU's M.Div. or M.A. In Mjnistryjdegree,
contact us today!

graduateministry.indwes.edu
nathan.lamb@indwes.edu

—* ' ~ ay m

866-IWU-4-YOU

INdIaNA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY
4201 South Washington Street j Marion, Indiana 46953



Indiana Wesleyan University
to Open Seminary

Architect's drawing of the proposed seminary building.

The first seminary in the history
of The Wesleyan Church will open
in September on the Marion campus
of IndianaWesleyan University (IWU).

The seminary format will be
similar to the university's adult
education programs. "We have taken
the very best of the future and the
very best of the past to create a new
model," said university president
Henry Smith. "Our purpose was to
make a seminary education more
practical, more accessible and more
affordable."

Although seminary training is
encouraged by The Wesleyan Church,
only about 15 percent of Wesleyan
pastors have seminary degrees.
Denominational leaders believe the

IWU seminary will double that num
ber. While Wesleyan pastors are seen

as key candidates for the
program, the seminary
is expected to draw
ministerial students from

other evangelical Christian
denominations.

A task force comprised of offi
cials from IWU and The Wesleyan
Church met over a period of two
years to consider the creation of a
seminary. The idea gained momen
tum in December when the Higher
Learning Commission extended
IWU's accreditation to include the

Master of Divinity (M.Div.), the
foundational degree for a seminary.

The seminary is expected to open
with the 200 students who currently
are enrolled in the IWU's existing
master's programs, plus 75 M.Div.
students.

Asbury Awards Honorary Degree to Lyon
General Superintendent Jo Anne

Lyon, received an honorary Doctor
of Divinity degree from Asbury
Theological Seminary during its
May 16, 2009, commencement in
Orlando, Florida.

The founder of World Hope
International, Inc., Dr. Lyon has
traveled to more than 50 countries

to lecture, perform site assessments
and organize development projects.
In 2008, she was elected General
Superintendent of The Wesleyan
Church.

Lyon is one of the founding
members of Christians for Biblical

Equality and Evangelicals for Social
Action (ESA) and serves as the vice-
chair of ESA's Board of Directors.

She is also an adjunct professor of
church and society for Asbury
Seminary and Indiana Wesleyan
University (Marion, IN), and the
author of numerous publications.

"Dr. Lyon has brought distinction
to so many areas of leadership in the
church and in the wider society,"
said Dr. J. Ellsworth Kalas, president
of Asbury Seminary. "In her recent
election as the first woman general
superintendent of her denomination,
she again leads the way." •

A $6-million building that would
include classrooms, offices, and

lodging for students is in the planning
stages. The seminary has not yet
been named.

The 75-hour M.Div. degree will
take four years to complete for most
students. As many as four professors
will teach each class to better integrate
various components, such as Bible,
theology, church history, practical
minisU7, into each course.

"The seminary is designed to be
the most practical seminary in the
world," said Dr. Kerry Kind, general
director of Education and the Ministry
for The Wesleyan Church. •

GWU Web Site Among Nation's Best

www.wesleyan.org

Oklahoma Wesleyan University's
Web site has been recognized as one
of the best educational sites in the

country. GWU was listed in the "25

of the Best Web Sites for Educational

Institutions" published by Vandelay
Design, of Mount Laurel, N.J. •
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McCallums Celebrate

70 Years

Dr. and Mrs. Floyd and Verona
McCallum celebrated their 70th

wedding anniversary on April 29,
2009. They pastored in Fenton,
Mich., during the early years of
their marriage. Dr. McCallum taught
at Owosso College while earning a
doctorate in education from

Michigan Slate University in 1955.
While at Owosso College, he did
evaluations of missionary candidates
for The Wesleyan Church. Dr. and
Mrs. McCallum semi-retired to High
Point, N. C., in 1980, where he

taught at John Wesley College and
started a counseling ministry at
High Point Wesleyan Church. The
McCallums have three sons, five

grandchildren, and 12 great-grand-
children. •

Skyline Pastors Are
Friends and Brothers

Dr. Jim Garlow, senior pastor
of Skyline Wesleyan Church in La
Mesa, Calif., met on March 25

with the church's two preceding
senior pastors, 91-year-old found
ing pastor Dr. Orval Butcher and
Dr. John Maxwell. The brief meet

ing celebrated their friendship and
association. "We may be the only
church in America that is 55 years
old where all the former pastors
are alive—and get along super
well!" said Dr. Garlow. •
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Newby Remembered as
Man of Faith and Love

Dr. David Spittal, president of
Southern Wesleyan University
(SWU), called former university
president Dr. John M. Newby "a
powerful man of faith whose love
for his people and for students was
only exceeded by his love for his
family and his God." Dr. Newby
died in April at the age of 81 in his
home in Jackson, Mich.

Newby, who had earned a Ph.D.
from Michigan State University, had
served as senior pastor of two
Wesleyan churches in California
before he and his wife, Rebecca, were
appointed as missionaries to Northern
Rhodesia, now known as Zambia.

Following their return to the
United States, Newby served on the
faculty of the former Owosso College
and later became vice president of
Spring Arbor College. In 1979 he
was installed as president of SWU,

Skyline Hosts Fifth
Annual Mud Run

Approximately 3,000 runners and
miles of mud provided the backdrop
for Skyline Wesleyan Church's fifth
annual Mud Run in the San Diego
area.

Undoubtedly one of Southern
California's messiest races, runners
from all over the state and the

country run in mud pits and over
hills and training walls, attempting
to win the officially-timed race in
their respective age brackets.

The fifth annual Mud

Run was held on March 29

on Skyline's campus with
the help of 400 volunteers.
Participants sing worship
songs and hear a short
evangelistic message before
stepping up to the starting
line.

Financial proceeds
from the race went to area

then Central Wesleyan College, in
Central, S.C. He retired to Jackson

in 1994, where he served part-time
on the staff of Spring Arbor Free
Methodist Church. •

Dr. and Mrs. Newby's daughter,
Mrs. Sharon (Newby) Page (59),
was killed in a single-vehicle
accident near Jackson, Michigan,
Monday, May 18, 2009. Along
with Mrs. Newby, survivors
include her husband, Dave,

and four children.

non-profit organizations as well
as Skyline church ministries.
Approximately 1,000 pairs of
shoes were also cleaned and donated

to a local Native American ministry.
When asked why Skyline chooses

to sponsor a mud run rather than a
traditional race. Skyline Sports
Ministry Director Sean Howarter
said, "People like novelties, and
5k's and lOk's are a dime a dozen.

According to those in the running
industry, we've done a very good
job to sell out in three years." •



Graduate

Theological Studies
fltHOUGHTON COLLEGE

♦ Explore the interface between theology
and culture.

♦ Delve deeper intothe thought, life, and
practice of the Christian faith.

♦ Earn a MasterofArts in Theological
Studies or take courses for further

training in ministry.

Classes offered infallandspring semesters, with additional
summer intensives.

CONTACT us:

E-mail: gts@houghton»bdu
phone; 585*567.g46o

tradition

n
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Associate Professor ofReligion at Houghton College, Dr. Kristina LaCelle-Peterson isone offourteen
faculty in the Graduate Theological Studies program helping students experience theology and the
Bible in the context of culture.

www.houghton^edu/graduatetheology ^HTON College ♦ One Willard Avenue ♦ Houghton ♦ NY • 14744

Bausch and Lomb Exec
Named Houghton Vice President

Efrain Rivera, a former corporate
vice president and chief financial
officer for Bausch and Lomb in

Rochester, N.Y., has been named
vice president of finance and admin
istration for Houghton College,
effective May 1, 2009.

Rivera, who graduated from
Houghton College in 1978, will be
responsible for all aspects of
Houghton's daily and long-range
financial planning and operations
including its investment portfolio
and endowment funds. •

Palm Tree Wesleyan Church
Prayers have been answered

for church planters in Illinois.
The Illinois District Board of

Administration has officially
approved ordained minister Sunju
Chong to serve as the lead pastor for
the Palm Tree Wesleyan Church, one
of 29 Asian (Wesleyan) churches in

www.we6leyan.org

North America. Her husband Kwan,
an ordained minister with the United

Methodist Church, hopes to join the
church plant later.

Palm Tree will utilize church

property in Elk Grove, IL.
Assessment has been completed and
formal training will soon be under

way. Regular Sunday morning
weekly services will begin
September 13, 2009.

Palm Tree stands for: victory,
peace, life, fruit, beauty, and bless
ing. •
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Obituaries.

Editor's Note: Obituaries are sent to

Wesleyan Lifefrom Wesleyan districts,
local Wesleyan churches, and family
members of the deceased. They are
edited to meet page space requirements.

De Leon, Rev. Rolando [62]

Rev. Rolando de Leon was a resi

dent of Compton, Calif., at the time of
his death. Awarded the Pastor of the

Year Award at the 2005 Pacific

Southwest District Conference, he

later became a member of the District

Board of Administration in the

Distrito Hispano Suroeste de La
Iglesia Wesleyana. In 2008, he was
elected to the position of Assistant
District Superintendent. Rev. de Leon
is survived by his wife of 41 years,
Roselina Mendizabal Solanoon and

six children.

Jackson, Rev. Leon Edward (81)

Rev. Leon Edward Jackson was a resi

dent of Olathe, Kan., at the time of his
death. He mairied Maxine Engleman
in 1948 and together they pastored
two Wesleyan Methodist Churches in
Oklahoma. Maxine passed away in 1961.
Leon, remarried in 1963 to Janet
Matlock, served in ministry pastoring
churches throughout Oklahoma, Arizona
and Tennessee. Rev. Edward's ministry
spanned over 50 years. He is survived by
his wife, Janet, four children, ten grand
children, and six great-grandchildren.

Johnson, Rev. Kathryn S. (85)

Rev. Kathryn S. Johnson was a res
ident of Cambridge, Md., at the time
of her death. She graduated from
Eastern Pilgrim College in Allentown,
Pa., and was an ordained minister of

The Wesleyan Church in the
Chesapeake District. Rev. Johnson
was a member of the Cambridge
Wesleyan Church where she taught
Sunday school for many years. Mr.
and Rev. Johnson were well known

for singing together throughout the
area. She is survived by her husband
of 62 years, C. Webster Johnson.
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Little, Judy (86)

Mrs. Judy Little was a resident of
Alva, Okla., at the time of her death.
She was a member of Cedar Grove

Wesleyan Church where she faithfully
served for 45 years as musician, playing
the piano, organ, and accordion. Judy
also served the church by teaching
Sunday school, helping with vacation
Bible school, and working with
Wesleyan Women. She is survived by
her husband of 50 years. Warren Little,
three daughters, and five grandchildren.

Mitchell, Rev. Rex Fred (51)

Rev. Rex Fred Mitchell was a resi

dent of Valparaiso, Ind., at the time of
his death. He was pastor of Kingsford
Heights Wesleyan Church in Kingsford
Heights, Ind. Pastor Mitchell was a
former employee of Midwest Steel
Company, where he was an electrician
with 28 years of service. He was a
1975 graduate of Chesterton High
School, and his ministerial training was
done through the FLAME program of
The Wesleyan Church. He is survived
by his wife of 29 years, Karen S.
Redner Mitchell, and two daughters.

Morris, Rev. Margie F. (91)

Rev. Margie F. Morris was a resi
dent of Denton, Md., at the time of

her death. Rev. Morris taught English
at United Wesleyan College in
Allentown, Pa., for 11 years and was
the librarian at the college for 19
years, retiring in 1982. She had taught
English at Owosso College from 1967
to 1970. After retiring, she returned to
her hometown of Salisbury, Md.,
where she taught Sunday school at
Emmanuel Wesleyan Church. Rev.
Morris is survived by two sisters.

Munsell, Rev. Truman B. (76)

Rev. Munsell attended Owosso

College and was ordained in The
Wesleyan Church in 1970. He served
as a pastor for 37 years in the East
Michigan, West Michigan, Indiana
Central and North Michigan Districts.

Rev. Munsell also served as a reserve

general evangelist following his retire
ment. He is survived by his wife of
54 years, Muriel (Holland) Munsell,
seven children, 16 grandchildren, and
two great-grandchildren.

lUye, Rev. Dale B. (85)

Rev. Dale B. Nye was a resident of
Marshall, Mich., at the time of his
death. Pastor Nye was ordained in
1956 by the former Wesleyan
Methodist Church. He was founder of

the Marshall Wesleyan Church and
served as pastor for 36 years, semi-
retiring in 1989. He then continued a
pulpit supply ministry throughout the
lower part of Michigan. He was pre
deceased in 1981 by his wife, Helen
Collige Nye, and later a granddaugh
ter, Michelle Conant. He is survived
by two sons, one daughter, 10 grand
children, and six great-grandchildren.

Palmer, Rev. Richard J. (78)

Rev. Richard J. Palmer was a resident

of Abilene, Kans., at the time of his
death. He attended Miltonvale Wesleyan
College and received his theology
degree. He served as a minister in
what is now The Wesleyan Church in
Kansas, Missouri and Oklahoma. He
is survived by his wife of 55 years,
Carmen Catherine Boll Palmer, two

sons, one daughter, seven grandchildren,
and 11 great-grandchildren.

8humway, Rev. Forest Trever (84)

Rev. Forest Trever Shumway was a
resident of Holland, Ohio, at the time of

his death. Rev. Shumway started wood
working as a teenager under the guidance
of his father and won several awards in

4-H. He graduated from Marion College
(now Indiana Wesleyan University) in
1950. He was ordained in the former

Wesleyan MethodistChurch in 1952
and went on to pastor three churches in
Michigan. He is survived by his wife of
62 years, Erma LouiseHaskell, four
sons, five daughters, 21 grandchildren,
15 great-grandchildren.



Here faith in Jesus is not just taught.

IT IS LIVED.

Faith in Christ

is an integral part of

a Wesleyan education. It is a

spiritual emphasis found, not just in our

chapel services or religion classes, but all across our

campus life-in every classroom, on playing fields, in dorms,

everywhere. At a college of The Wesleyan Church, you'll

receive something more-as you live and learn in a Christian

environment, you'll have every opportunity to grow into the

person that God envisions. Choose a Wesleyan education.
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We can get you back on course
Wesleyan Investment Foundation

P.O. Box 50434

Indianapolis, IN 46250-0434

Request an investment packet today.
Call 317-774-7300

v/Nvw. wifonline.com
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"We so look forward

to this event every yeaif

The Great Smoky Mountains Gathering
is four days of inspiring music (includingyour

favorite hymns and gospel songs), uplifting messages,
great hospitality, and wonderful Christian fellowship—

unmatched in quality and wonderfully affordable!

April 26-29, 2010
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee

Music Road Hotel

& Convention Center

Go to www.GreatGather.com
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BUTTERFLY
EFFECT
Researching computerized weather

forecasts in the early 1960s,
mathematician Edward Lorenz

discovered that slightly altered
data produced wildly different predic
tions. Others called this phenomenon the

biittetjly effect, imagining the theoretical

possibility of a butterfly flapping its wings
in a rainforest and setting in motion a
series of tiny atmospheric changes that
eventually amplified into a hurricane.

Whether you believe in butterfly
hurricanes or not, there is no denying

FALL 2009

>> JERRY C. PENCE

that small acts can produce large
outcomes—such as raindrops filling
rivers, a hammer swing shattering a
boulder, or tiny atoms compressing
against one another until they burst into
a blazing star. As the old gospel song
puts it, "little is much when God is in it."

Signs of Hope
There are reasons to be optimistic

about multiple acts of hope and holiness
transforming individuals and, through
them, the world. Scripture, common sense,
history, and personal experience all testify

that people touched by God's grace can
impact families and communities, and that
these changes can swell into transforma
tive social and cultural movements.

We believe it because we have seen it

happen. Christian hope and holiness lift
people out of sin and conflict and broken
relationships. By God's grace, people
are freed from destructive or addictive

behaviors. Cycles of poverty are broken;
domestic violence stops; racial wounds
are healed. Hope and holiness muster
courage and commitment; embolden



selfless service; inspire generosity and
innovation; prompt heroic sacrifice; and
undergird social justice.

A Wesleyan Pattern
John Wesley exemplified this fervent

brand of Christianity. Transformed by
God's grace at age 35, he devoted himself
to fulfilling the Great Commission (going
and making disciples of all nations; Matt.
28:19) in the spirit of the Great
Commandment (loving God and other
people with our whole being; Matt.
22:37-39). For the remaining 53 years of
his life, Wesley worked to save souls and
reform society. He was responsible for
over 100,000 converts. He trained hun
dreds of ministers. He set up clinics for
the sick, a savings and loan for the poor,
schools for coalminers' children, an

orphanage, a co-op for the underprivi-

A rising generation of
Wesleyans sees the
world as their faith's

proving ground.
leged, a jobs program for the unemployed,
food and clothing distribution centers, a
homeless shelter, and hundreds of "soci
eties" that eventually became local
churches. He was an advocate for prison
reform, child labor laws to fight the abuses
of the Industrial Revolution, and the abo

lition of slavery in the British Empire.

Hope and holiness changed him
through him influenced a nation.

and

Contemporary Examples
We have countless contemporary exam

ples of the individual-to-community
transformation also. In Zambia hope and
holiness are transforming communities
where local Wesleyan churches, with help
from North American partners, are caring
for over 30,000 AIDS orphans and vulnera
ble youth. In Cambodia young women and
children who have been trafficked as sex

slaves are being rescued and restored.
Wesleyans in Pakistan have seen over 100
persons redeemed from indentured servi
tude in sweatshops, brick-making and
carpet factories thanks to microloans with
which they have built private businesses to
repay debts to Muslim contract owners. In
the Philippines, whole villages are experi

encing peace and prosperity,
thanks to Wesleyan pastors
leading local community
development and evangelism
efforts. In Sierra Leone, one of
the world's poorest nations,
Wesleyansare drilling wells to
provide safe drinking water,
educating thousands of chil
dren in church schools,

operating hospitals and clinics,
and operating the largest microfinance and
banking program in the country. In hun
dreds of cities and towns across North

America, local Wesleyan churches are feed
ing the hungry, sheltering the homeless,
befriending immigrants, fighting poverty,
loving at-risk youth, and leading commu
nity development—all while baptizing

thousands of new believers and gathering
crowds for worship and discipleship.

Motivated by Love
Global action is not our passion

because we are extraordinarily wealthy,
politically powerful, or intellectually
superior. Global action is in our hearts
because we live to exalt Jesus Christ. We

want to be intentional witnesses to the

salvation, justice, and mercy of God that
can be spread from one transformed life
to another in ever-widening circles of
influence.

As we near the end of the first decade

of the 21st century, a rising generation of
Wesleyans sees the world as their faith's
proving ground. They see it through eyes
of compassion and Christian idealism.
They are unashamed to "act justly, love
mercy, and walk humbly" with God
(Micah 6:98). Wesleyan contemporary
songwriter Elizabeth Rhyno captures
their spirit in the lyrics of her popular
gospel song that urges the church to get
past the invisible walls of our sanctuaries
and offer God "Undefiled Worship."

Steps to Transformation
You, your local church, and over four

hundred thousand other Wesleyans can
take global action to spread transforming
hope and holiness. How?

Listen. None of us knows all the ques
tions, let alone all the answers to the
world's problems. But we can tune in to
what the Holy Spirit is saying about the
times in which we live and how the Lord
has gifted us for serving others. Through
faithful prayer, God will show us how to

WESLEYAN PASSIONS
Five Passions compel Wesleyans to find new pathways forfulfilling the Great Commission In
the spirit of the Great Commandment.

Evangelism Holiness

We are passionate
about helping
more people
become Christ-

followers.

CD

www.wesleyan.org

We are passionate
about helping
more disciples
commit them

selves to personal
and social holiness.

Leadership
Development
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We are passionate
about equipping
more men and

women to exercise

courageous

leadership.
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Church

Health

We are passionate
about multiplying
congregations that
make Jesus known

beyond their own
walls through word
and deed.

Global

Action

We are passionate
about transforming
more nations

through our
witness to salvation,
justice, and mercy.
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do His will on earth as it is done in

heaven—and where to find resources for

doing it.
Look. The Church Jesus builds will

be at the intersection where the world's

great needs and God's great love meet. It
is foolish to go running off to the far cor
ners of the earth without first looking out
our own front (and back) doors. Global
impact should begin with the simple act
of getting to know our neighbors.
Through them, we can sharpen cultural
sensitivities and develop relationships
that springboard into effective ministries
elsewhere.

Leam. What are the felt needs and pri
orities of your spiritually needy friends?
Of immigrants in your community? Of
indigenous church leaders in the country
you visited on a short-temi mission team?
How can you come alongside them as a
servant and partner, rather than a spiritual
tourist or controller, who does what makes
you feel better but robs them of dignity
and the chance to enrich you in return?
Godly humility is the best way to avoid

arrogance and paternalism. As people
leam to trust us with their dreams, desires,

and desperate wishes, we will leam better
ways to share Christ with them.

Global action

requires
leadership that
is empowered
hy the
Holy Spirit.
Link. Changing the world requires

the synergy of many people praying,
giving, and working as one.
Interdependence is one of the major ben
efits of belonging to a denominational
family. Together means .wronger.

Lead. Global action requires
ministerial and lay leadership that is
empowered by the Holy Spirit and
authenticated by Christlike living. As
John Wesley wrote to his friend
Alexander Mather on August 6, 1777,
"Give me one hundred preachers who
fear nothing but sin and desire nothing
but God, and I care not a straw whether

they be clergymen or laymen, such alone
will shake the gates of hell and set up the
kingdom of heaven upon earth."

God's Word says, "Set your hope
fully on the grace to be given you when
Jesus Christ is revealed" and "be holy in
all you do" (1 Pet.l:13-15). We believe
in the salvation, sanctificalion, and

transformation of individuals and

nations. So let's spread our wings and
help spread hope and holiness every
where! •

Jerry C, Pence is a General Superintendent
of The Wesleyan Church, Indianapolis, Ind.

Clipboard
"Churches have learned that theyare just
one of manyorganizations, and so they

have to carve outa niche. For example, a church sending a
medical teamto do health screening in a village may need
to coordinate with the World Health Organization or the
health ministry of that country. Some African countries,
like Ghana or Rwanda or Kenya, are almost saturated with
churches and NCOs [non-government organizations] trying
to help. So they have to decide, we'll take thisvillage and
you take that village, or we'll work with you to help the
churches, andwe know you're going to beworking on
water wells or economic development."

—Robert Wuthnow, Christianity Today

"Boutique and specialty churches are the wave of the
future. To thine own self be true' is not only good
Shakespeare, it's good theology 0 Cor. 12]. Smart
congregationswill seek to redefine themselves according
to what makes them unique and effective."

—Alan Nelson, REV!

FALL 2009

"Crisis interventions—feeding the hungry, healing the
sick, housing the homeless, comforting the sorrowful,
freeing victims of injustice—are moral imperatives. They
should all, however, be short-term moral imperatives that
giveway to another moral imperative: a larger liberation
of poor people and nations to be what God has called
them to be."

—Andreas Widmer, "A Mind for the Poor"

"I know a major 'turn' is coming for the global evangelical
movement. I am not clear when or even how it will occur-
only that it will and should. The issue at hand is the
realization that the demographic ^
center of Christianity has moved
from the 'West' (North America/
Europe/Australia] to the Global
South and East."

—Lon Allison,
Lausanne World Pulse



What Can We Do About

ARTHUR SIMON

The world has experienced extraordinary gains against
hunger and poverty in my lifetime; but surges in the
cost of grain along with the global recession have made
many more people hungry and poor—and others hun

grier and poorer. Today more than a billion people worldwide
are chronically undernourished, lacking even enough calories
for normal health and activity.

God intends to put the suffering of these people on our hearts
because they are in His heart.

Opportunities to Help
We can help. We can do so locally, through our church, food

pantry, soup kitchen or food bank. We can do so nationally and
internationally through agencies such as World Hope
International, the highly effective relief and development arm of
The Wesleyan Church. These forms of direct private assistance
are channels of God's love, and God longs for us to use those
channels eagerly and generously, because human hunger and
the love of Christ compel us.

We can also respond as citizens by letting our elected offi
cials know of our concern for hungry people and the need for
effective government action. Why? Because the government is
also a channel God has given us for responding to the suffering
of others. By contributing in church to relieve hunger while
remaining silent on public policy, we lock many people more
deeply into hunger.

Prevention over Cure

I became acutely aware of this as a pastor on the Lower East
Side of New York, a pocket of poverty in Manhattan. We gave
emergency help but came to realize that more was needed to get
at the causes of hunger. My father used to tell me, "It's better to
build a fence at the top of a cliff than to have an ambulance at
the bottom." I was driving the ambulance.

Birth of a Movement

Out of this emerged the idea of a Christian citizens move
ment to invite people, on the basis of their faith in Christ, to
connect with members of Congress and seek policies that would
be more effective in responding to hunger at home and abroad.
That idea was the genesis, 35 years ago, to Bread for the World,
now the nation's main advocacy group on hunger. As 1wrote the
story of that movement in the book The Rising ofBreadfor the
World: An Outcry of Citizens Against Hunger, I was reminded

^rrr-rrr-wv i ' yof
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how indebted I am to Wesleyan leaders who have played lead
ership roles in Bread's mission. Christine Pohl, a professor at
Asbury Seminary, worked on our staff during our early years.
David McKenna served on our board of directors for six years
while president of Asbury; and more recently Dr. Jo Anne Lyon
did the same. These servant leaders know that whole-life disci-

pleship includes our response-ability as citizens and embraces
both direct private assistance and the shaping of public policy.

The need is clear.

God's love is also clear.

The only uncertainty is our response. •

is founder and president emeritus of Bread for
Ithe World and theauthor of The Rising ofBread for the World.

Aunique way to give a gift
that keeps on giving...

Gift
Catalog

Check out the

World Hope
International

Gift Catalog!
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NATIVE AMERICAN
M 1 N I S T R E S

North America's First Mission Field is Still its Greatest Missions Frontier!

Didyou know....
• After 500 years of evangelism among Native North Americans, less than 10% followJesus Christ today.

• Natives are the poorest of the poor, with the highest rates of poverty and unemployment.

• Natives have the highest rates of physical &substance abuse, depression, suicide, and preventable diseases.

Since 1948, WESLEYAN NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRIES has worked to Improve the lives of
Native people, and share the life-changing message of Jesus Christ through:

COMPASSIONATE OUTREACHES: by helping low-Income families meet their basic needs.

ECONOMIC &COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT; by providing a Christ-centered education
for chlldren,and life skills and employment training for adults.

MINISTERIAL TRAINING Sf PREPARATION: by equipping Native pastors and church leaders.

CHURCH PLANTING: by starting new churches in Native communities, where they can
worship God In the context of their own culture.

Today, we're igniting a movement that multiplies Native disciples, leaders and churches all across North America!

couvw*** cinti®

£

Please call today or visit our website to learn how you can make a difference!

616-456-0097 or www.wnam.org.



The Other Motivatiorr Pray that Cod will
use you to help

rescue others.for

.licr IVIULIVdLIUM

Evangelism 1
The motivation for personal evan

gelism has two main sources.

One is the joy for what Christ
has done in the lives of new

believers. This joy is often evident in their
eyes, and new believers seem to want to

tell everyone what God has done for them.
Another motivation for sharing the

good news is a firm conviction that lost

people are going to hell unless they ask
Jesus into their hearts (Jn. 14:6).

Let's look at some basic facts about

hell.

A Real Place

First, it is a real place where those who
have refused to accept the claims of Jesus
will go. Some preacher did not dream up
hell as a scare tactic to frighten people into
accepting Christ. God prepared it for the
devil and his angels and all those who

refuse to recognize Him as Lord.
In Luke 16, Jesus tells the story of a

rich man who suffers the agony of hell.

He asks God to send Lazarus, a poor
man, to dip his finger in water and touch
the rich man's tongue. This man is con
scious, he is not asleep, and he has not
been annihilated. The man does not want

his friends to join him there. Jesus spoke
of hell as a literal place.

Good People
Second, even "good" people go to hell.

Most of us have no problem believing bad
people will go to hell. We struggle with the
concept that good people will go there,
However, it is not a matter of goodness
outweighing the bad. It is a matter of invit
ing Jesus into one's heart and experiencing
a changed life.

Nothing in Jesus' story (Luke 16) iden
tifies the man as a bad person. His only
negative character trait is that he could
have been more generous. He was proba
bly someone we would call a good man.
Some good people, even church-going
people, will go to this place of eternal
damnation. Merely attending church,

> RONALD D. KELLY

without making commitment to Christ,
does not make a person a Christian.

No Return

Third, hell is permanent; there is no
return. It is final. No appeals, second
chances, or acts of pardon. The man in
the story wanted to go and warn his
brothers. But there is no crossing back
and forth. If nothing else motivates you
to share your faith, hell should do so. We
are dealing with the eternal welfare of
others. Until we believe that lost people
go to hell, we will never be motivated to
share our faith as we should.

List five people who do not know
Christ as Savior. Include good, moral
people who have never received Christ.
Pray for them. And pray that God will use
you to help rescue them from a terrible
destiny. •

Ronald D. Kelly is General Secretary of
The Wesleyan Church and editor of
Wesleyan Life
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From Abuse and AddictiOFl

Serving Christ in Peru

Six-year-old Kayleen sat inaditch
within sight of her house.Though
physically close, she was emo
tionally distant. A victim of sexual

abuse by a family member, she fell afraid
and alone. In the ditch she sensed the voice

of God: 'They can do anything to your
body but they cannot take your soul."
Suddenly she knew there was a God.

She grew up on a farm near a small
town and at the age of 12 went to a Bible
camp where she accepted Jesus as her
Savior. All through high school and
college she grew in her faith. As a

college senior, she became engaged to a
young Christian man. Together they
prayed and sought God's will for their
lives. As they approached graduation, he

told her he thought he was homo-sexual.
She was devastated and felt God had

betrayed her.

Dying on the inside
She turned away from God, moved to

Austin, Texas, after graduation, and began
to work. She also began to drink heavily.
She entered graduate school to work on a
master's degree. Although she excelled in
her studies, she continued to drink. Upon

graduation she went to work for the city
of Austin, but would drink heavily at
night. She wanted to return to God but
was afraid He would never

forgive her.
Kayleen joined Alcoholics Anonymous,

earned "Employee of the Year" and "Pride
of the City" awards at work, but continued
to resist God. She said she looked good on
the outside but was dying on the inside.

She developed an eating disorder,
becoming both anorexic and bulimic.
Down to 94 pounds, she entered a six-

week program to combat her disorder.



Still running from God, shame
made her feel the only answer

was suicide. Over the next eight years she
made many attempts to end her life and
became a patient in thirteen different hos
pitals, most for six months at a time.

"That is your only hope!"
One day her therapist said, "You need

to return to God. That is your only hope."
She finally surrendered to the Lord and
once again experienced His forgiveness
and patient love.

After seeing a humorous sign outside
New Hope Wesleyan Church in Austin,

she decided to try it. Although she sat in

the back, hardly spoke to anyone, and

darted out as soon as the pastor spoke the

final, "Amen," she continued to attend.

One Sunday the pastor announced a

mission trip to Peru. She immediately
knew it was for her. Though terrified, she
knew God was leading and the first trip

She wanted to

return to God

but was afraid

He would never

forgive her.
changed her life. She testifies that before

the trip she knew the law of God and the
fear of God, but on that trip she discov
ered the unconditional love of God and it

changed her life.

Fullness and fulfillment

She continues to be amazed at how her

life has changed from hopelessness with

out God to fullness and fulfillment with

God. She became active at New Hope and
has now been to Peru eleven times, where

(JsQ^

she ministers alongside Lucy Dahua
Inuina, who is responsible for the develop
ment of Wesleyan churches along the

Amazon. The Texas-Louisiana District has

a partnership with The Wesleyan Church
of Peru, especially for planting and devel
oping churches in that region.

Kayleen Rosenquist recognizes the
dramatic changes in her life from a victim

of abuse and a slave to addictions to a ded

icated mission worker in Peru. She

credits God and quotes 1 Corinthians
1:27-28: "God has chosen the foolish

things of the world to put to shame the
wise, and God has chosen the weak things

of the world to put to shame the things
which are mighty" (NKJV). Kayleen
proves that with ordinary people God can
do extraordinary things. •

—Staff Written
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Brooksville is uniquely located in Central Florida with easy access to all that Florida
has to offer and has been home to the Wesleyan retirement community since 1956.
We are a Christian community that exhibits a vibrant caring spirit for one another and works
in close cooperation with the Brooksville Wesleyan Church to strengthen the spiritual vitality
of each resident. Several living options are available, from life lease condos, apartments,
RV park, mobile and manufactured homes, to on-site built homes. Importantly, there is a
full schedule of planned activities for residents to enjoy.

Wesleyan Village
8225 Wesley Drive

Brooksville, FL 34601

Phone: (352) 799-1644 Fax: (352) 799-2311
Web: http://www.wesleyanvillage.org
email: wbcainfo@weslevanvillaee.ore
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Do not give dogs what Is sacred; do not throw your
pearls to pigs. Ifyou do, they may trample them under
their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces.

—Matthew 7:5SinceIwasalittle boy Ihave hadavery hard time with this
passage of Scripture. It seems so out of place. Where is the
kindness of Christ? How does characterizing certain people
as pigs and dogs fit with Jesus' message of compassion that

pervades almost all His other stories? Over and over again in Scripture
we see Jesus reaching out and demonstrating inclusive love. We see
Him accepting a Samaritan woman Jews scorned. He then rescues and
forgives an adulterous woman who is about to be stoned. He even
holds up a Gentile (who happens to be a Roman centurion) as a model
of faith. And now, all of the sudden, in the middle of the Sermon on

the Mount Jesus equates some people with pigs and dogs and tells us
to not give them the pearls of life. How can this be?

Traditional Understanding
The traditional interpretation suggests the following: Some of us

have certain wonderful treasures—the pearls of right thinking and
right ideas—and we are naturally interested in giving these measures
to everyone around us. Some others, however, are so controlled by
their own sin and personal and political delusions that they are not
capable of accepting our treasures. They are the "pigs" and "dogs" in
question. Our job is to tell them the truth. If they won't listen to us
then we are not to waste any more time on them. If they can't see
the wisdom of our advice we should shake the dirt from our feet and

move on.

A Different Approach
Dallas Willard, in his book The Divine Conspiracy, strongly

refutes this view. Without any equivocation he states: "It is hard to
imagine anything more opposed to the spirit of Jesus than this. So let
us be clear once and for all: Jesus is not suggesting that certain classes
of people are to be viewed as pigs or dogs. Nor is He saying that we
should not give good things and do good deeds to people who might
reject or misuse them. In fact, His teaching is precisely the opposite.
We are to be like the Father in the heaven, who is kind to the thankful

and the evil."

Willard goes on to explain in a way that finally brings this passage
to life for me. He contends: "The problem with the pearls for the pigs

is not that the pigs are unworthy. It is not worthiness that is in ques
tion here at all, but helpfulness. Pigs cannot digest pearls, nor can



dogs. And what a picture this is of our
efforts to correct and control others by
pouring our good [ideas] upon them."

Willard believes Jesus is not being
critical of those upon whom the pearl is
being pushed, but to the contrary, he is
drawing this picture to correct the pearl
pusher—the one who processes the good
stuff—the one who has the right itnswers.
It is as if Jesus is saying, "Your dog does
not see any value in fine jewelry. Are you
surprised that when you try to force feed
him pearls that he has no interest?"

Offering versus Pushing
I think one of the greatest temptations

for all of us is to become pearl pushers.
We have a tendency to believe that all we
need to do to correct the social problems
of our world is to talk. We enter into a

monologue of promoting specific ideas
and we think that our words are more than

sufficient to convince those around us to

change. We know our standards and rules
are not bad. In fact they are very good.

They are of tremendous value and we are
confident that they are worth a fortune as
compared to the poverty that we see in the
broken lives of our neighboi"s. We have
the solutions. We couldn't possibly be
wrong in "pushing" our pearls on our
brothers and sisters, for they surely need
them.

But herein lies the problem. Talking
alone is never enough. Pushing ortho
doxy, that is, right ideas, right thinking,
good standards, and good rules by telling
people what to do does not change lives. It
is akin to trying to force a dog or a pig to
understand the value of pearls. The out
come is likely to be anger rather than
transformation. We will get bitten. They
will not change.

Truth by Example
This message of Jesus buried within

the Sermon on the Mount is clear. We do

have the truth. The sacred things are real.
Jesus just spent an entire sermon sharing
these with us. He wasn't just wasting His

breath. Yet as we watch our neighbors
make choices that will ultimately destroy
their lives we cannot fall prey to the temp
tation to simply push our pearls on them.
Force-feeding through monologue never
works. Jesus seems to be showing a
different way.

Perhaps His intended lesson is this:
While cherishing our pearls we must also
value people. We can't just talk we must
walk. We must practice what we preach.
As faith without works is dead so are

beliefs without behavior. Yes, orthodoxy
is a necessary predicate for transformation
but right ideas are always akin to a lifeless
lecture without orthopraxy, the right prac
tice of integrity, love, and sacrifice.
Maybe the "pigishness" of our culture—
the broken and dysfunctional lives of
those around us—is more readily changed
by selfless examples of integrity than self-
righteous words of animus. •

Everett Piper is president of Oklahoma
Wesleyan University, Bartlesville, Okla.

Students enjoy a
tremendous

advantage at
Wesleyan colleges:

WESLEYAN
PROFESSORS!

Freshman classes taught by professors,
not grad assistants

Small classes with high impact on learning

"Space" for your Christian journey to grow
along with intellectual & professional life

In a Christ-centered Wesleyan college, be
prepared not just for a vocation, but for life

Sussex, New Brunswick
Canada

1-888-432-4444

506-432-4400

www.bbc.ca

Houghton, NY
800-777-2556

www. houghton. edu
Marion, IN

866-GO TO IWU

www.indwes.edu

Bartlesville, OK

800-468-6292

www.okwu.edu

Central, SC

SOO-CU-AT-SWU

www.swu.edu



Concern seemed to spill from the
girls' lips as I heard their discus
sion developing in the back seat
of the car. "You'll help me as 1

confront her, right?" "Right." Obviously,
there was something happening in the
lives of these seventh grade girls, causing
them to be acting more like adults than
'tweeners. Not wanting to pry, but feeling
like I should be in the know, I continued to

do the "mom eavesdrop." "She said the

pictures weren't of her. They were of
someone else, but why would you have
pictures like that on your own phone?"

Disappointment and sadness began to
flood my heart. The world of sexting was
crossing over into my child's borders.

New battlefield

Sexting is one of the newer battlefields
we are now calling to fight upon for our
children. Sexting is the new name for the
act of sending, receiving or forwarding

> > LYNN COWELL

naked photos via your cell phone. The
National Campaign to Prevent Teen and
Unplanned Pregnancy conducted a survey
which reported that one teenager in five
reported having .sent or posted naked pho
tos of themselves.

Like me, you are probably thinking,
"No way, not my children." Unfortunately,
it is more common than most of us would

ever want to believe and I, for one, don't

want to be caught off guard. I'm the type
of mom who would rather face things head
on, gel it out in the open and talk about it.
Knowing this as well as the fact that I like
to keep up on the latest things teens face,
my fifteen-year-old daughter called me to
check out a TV program. She was flipping
through the channels and found Tyra
Banks was hosting a panel of teen girls and
their moms. Their topic: sexting. Hoping I
might gain some insight into the how's and
why's of this new rage, I invested the next
hour of my time.

Want to be valued

As I watched, I looked over tlie girls on
the show. They didn't look rough or harsh.
In fact, they looked a lot like any girl I
wouldsee at my daughter's schoolor in our
church. Then, I began to listen. "I liked
being told that I was beautifhl." "The boys
finally started to pay attention to me." "I
reallydon't see it as that big of a deal." My
heart sank. It's the same old trick from our

enemy, Satan;he hasjust useda newmeans.
Girls want to be valued. They want to

know that they are beautiful and wanted. I
used the opportunity to once again instill in
my daughters the truth of who they are in
Christ.They have Someone who tells them
that they are beautiful—their Creator. He is
paying attention to you every minute of
every day. Our bodies are the temple of the
Holy Spirit. When we use them in ways He
didn't intend, it is a really big deal! I rein
force these truths by having framed
pictures with verses and sayings hanging

Sexting? What s That?

/

1



r

One dumb
decision
can have a
lifetime of
repercussions

in their rooms. My prayer is that when they
are doing their homework, talking on the
phone or straightening their hair, they will
remind them of just who they are.

I also remind them of the practical
consequences when we choose not to follow
His ways. Many children do not realize that
once a photograph is on a cell phone, it can
be put on the Internet where access is unlim
ited. Not only is this a problem for the
morality of our children, but what they may
not know, is that it is against the law. Our
children can be caught in a web that they
did not create nor want to be a part of sim
ply by being a recipient of an unwanted
picture. Our children need to be reminded
that one dumb decision can have a lifetime

of repercussions.

Don't be afraid to talk

So what is a parent to do? In my home,
we removed the ability to access the Web
and the transmission of pictures from their

cell phones. This way our children cannot
send nor receive photos that they didn't
asked for.

For some of us, these discussions can

be so uncomfortable. I asked my daughter
for her advice. "Don't make a big deal out
of it. Just talk about it in a normal voice or

as you would anything else. It is really
common in a teen's life. If you make a big
deal about it, they won't want to talk
about it."

Don't be afraid to talk about sexting
with your teen. If you don't bring it up,
someone else will. Show your child you
care by entering their world and address
ing the hard stuff. You'll be glad you did
and even if they don't tell you, they'll be
glad you did too! •

Lynn Cowell is a writer and speaker who
lives near Charlotte, North Carolina. She
blogs at http://lynncowell.blogspot.com.

Clemy Move Center
^ ^ Found Only at Stevens Van Lines

ReaimmndetibyThe IVssteysn Church
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Let us apply our Industry knowledge, and joy in serving,
to expertly coordinate your next relocation.

Call the Clergy Move Center Team:
Sunny Somn^er, Jean Wamemuende t

Aymi Oittenbir. Ramiro Torrez or Vicki Bierlein = =

800.248.8313
www.stevdnsworidwide.corrVwesleyan
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General Church News

If*!

Pakistani Wesleyan Leader
Visits World Headquarters

Many Wesleyan constituents live in the shadow of the Taliban. This
fact came to light when the Board of General Superintendents hosted a
luncheon recentlyto honor Dr. Eric Jang Bahadur, superintendent of The
Wesleyan Church in Pakistan.

A motion picture star who appeared in six films before leaving that
career to enter the ministry, Bahadur expressed appreciation for the
church as well as World Hope International, which has invested in ele
mentary schools in Pakistan and provided micro-business loans to bring
people out of servitude. To commemorate the visit. General
Superintendent Dr. Jo Anne Lyon presented Bahadur with a chalice and
paten imprinted withThe Wesleyan Church logo.

The Wesleyan Church WorlcJ Hoadquancf

-zinewrf) Wesleyan Network

E-zine is the electronic newsletter

of The Wesleyan Church. Updated
regularly, E-zine will give you the
latest news of General Church, district,

and local church events and ministries.

Sign up today: www.wesleyan.org
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Wesleyan Anti-Trafficklng
Efforts Featured on

Moody Radio

General Superintendent Dr. Jo Anne Lyon and
Wesleyan Women General Director Martha
Blackburn were on Moody Radio Network's
Prime Time America program where they were
interviewed about The Wesleyan Church's
involvementin the fight against human trafficking,
including the community awareness initiative
knownas StAT[Standing AgainstTrafficking] and
the "Hands of Hope" anti-trafficking training.

Len Sweet to Keynote Indianapolis
Christian Writers Conference

Indianapolis
Christian Writers

Conference, hosted
and sponsored by
Wesleyan
Publishing House,
will feature author

and theologian Len Sweet as keynote
speaker. The event will take place November
6-7 at The Wesleyan Church World
Headquarters and will include workshops and
manuscript critiques for aspiring and estab
lished writers.

Sweet will also address pastors on the
changing church culture in a special
pre-conference session entitled "From Ivory
Towers and Pulpits to the Pew." Both events
are open to the public. Register at www.indy-
christianwntersconf.com or by calling
800.493.7539



Rev. Osman J. Fornah is Sierra Leone National Superintendent

The Wesleyan Church of Sierra Leone elected Rev. Osman Jesse Fornah as their fourth national
superintendent at their seventh quadrennial conference held at the Romankneh Wesleyan
Conference, Makeni, Sierra Leone, from May 14-17, 2009. A total of 145 delegates and over fifty
observers attended the conference. General Superintendent Rev. CDr.] Thomas A.Armiger, chaired
the conference while Rev. Richard Cox, the Africa Area Director, based in South Africa, also
attended. Rev. Fornah is the youngest ordained elder to be elected into this office and he takes the
reins of power under the theme "Total Commitment for Sustainable Church Growth." He succeeds
the veteran church planter, Rev. Joseph Yather Konteh, who has led the church since 2001.

—Reported by Rev. Paul Bala Samura

1 Former Missionary and College 1
1 President Dies 1

1 President Karoma Calls Conference 1
1 a "Wesleyan Family Meeting" 1

H. John Blann, age 89, died July 22, 2009, In
Jacksonville, Florida. Rev. Blann and his wife Eva, were
missionaries to Africa with the former Pilgrim Holiness
Church. Upon their return to America, he became an edi
tor for the Pilgrim Holiness Advocate and later served as
President of Frankfort Pilgrim College. Following his term
as president, he became public relations director at United
Wesleyan College, and pastored Wesleyan churches in
New York, Pennsylvania, and Maryland. Through the
Blanns' efforts, the Zambezi Valley work was opened in
Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia].

Sierra Leone President Ernest Bai Karoma welcomed

and congratulated Rev. Fornah on his new leadership
position in the African nation. President Karoma said
the occasion was more of a Wesleyan family meeting,
considering the fact that he is a member of The
Wesleyan Church. He said the church Is facing diffi
culties and "it needs somebody with Rev. Osman
Fornah's level of dynamism to face those difficulties:
"Now we see faces of young people taking over."
[Read the full story in the news archives at www.wes-
leyan.org.]

Notices

celebrating 60 yearis of marriage
and ministry

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Benninger celebrated their 60th
wedding anniversary on Thursday, August 20, 2009.
Robert and Barbara served as missionaries under the

former Wesleyan Methodist Church from 1952 to 1955
in Sierra Leone, West Africa.

Dr. Ronald D. Brannon, former General Secretary of
The Wesleyan Church, and his wife, Rosalee, cele
brated their 60th anniversary with their family and
friends at a July 19, 2009, open house in
Lawrenceville, Georgia.

Rev. W. D. James and Clara James celebrated their

60th anniversary on June 16,2009. Rev.James served
as district superintendent of The Wesleyan Church's
South Carolina District. The James' are now retired

and living in Winter Haven, Florida.

www.wesleyan.org
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that keeps on giving...
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To request your copy, call 888-466-HOPE
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Away in Jesus' Name
|he New Hope Family Worship
Center in Brooklyn, New York,
gave herself away on Sunday,
August 30, 2009, as the congre

gation celebrated its annual "International
Sunday." Rev. Dr. Anthony Graham
reminded the congregation throughout the

day that New Hope is "salt and light" to
East New York City and beyond. Dr. Jim
Dunn, General Director of Spiritual
Formation for The Wesleyan Church, was
the guest speaker for the day and reports:

T

Our CHRISTIAN LIBERAL ARTS approach to learning

37 men, women, & children came

to an altar to receive Christ during
the Sunday moming services.
350 brand new backpacks filled
with school supplies were given
away to community school children.
Many pairs of sneakers left over
from their Easter Sunday distribu
tion were given away.
Blow up games, snow cones, face
painting, t-shirts, popcorn, holdogs,

engages your MIND and HEART. From cur 1300-acre ^ r
7/./,.,.., . ,

campus in HOUGHTON.NY to exploration ofcultures fifj^ J ^ ^ ,
in EAST AFRICA-YOU are INVOLVED.

APPLY what you LEARN in SERVICE to others.

IO|i(.IITON

NiAV York

:1

Students in our ]umbn classroom in Tanzania with Ho^^^^^ofessor, Drjon Arensen

clowns, and cotton candy were
enjoyed by the hundreds of kids
from the surrounding community.
110 children attended their week-

long VBS led by a missions team
from Kentwood Community Church
with many reported salvations.
Over 1,400 people were in atten
dance and over 1,000 were fed by
the church with an International

buffet throughout the day on
Sunday.

While the new births in Christ are what we

are always most thankful for, one signifi
cant comment was made at the New Hope
Street Carnival by a visiting Census 2010
government worker. She said, "The peo
ple of this community around New Hope
may not realize this, but there would be
many who would die if this church did not
exist. They constantly give themselves
away to others." •

—Staff Written

HOUGHTO^
COLLEGE

800.777.2556

www.HOUGHTON.edu



District and Local Church News

Cleveland Church Wins Community Award

AWesleyan church in Cleveland, Ohio, has been recognized by
the mayor's office for having an impact onthe community. New
City Church, an inner-city church plant that began on April 19,
2008, has been named as this year's "most intentional com
munity group" in their area of the city. The city's Community
Advocate Award is given to groups that demonstrate inten
tional effortand outward-focused careto unify a community.

According to Pastor Dave Beaver, New City seeks to
emulate Jesus' character by being real, relevant, and
relational with the gospel. One way both church leaders
and congregants do this is by maintaining an "80/20"
focus. Eighty percent of their time is spent serving in the
community while 20 percent is used for administrative
tasks. In the past 15 months, New City has grown to an
average attendance of 250, 83 percent of whom are
new believers.

a

Pictured (L to R): Dave Bever,Sam Chambers, Danny James, and Emily Davis

Training leaders is a key emphasis of New City
This summer, students from Oklahoma Wesleyan
University interned at the church, working alongside the
pastor and staff in reaching out to the community.

Wedding Vow Renewal included in
Cornwall Wesleyan Services

Cornwall Wesleyan Church in Cornwall, Ontario, Canada,
held a service that included the renewal of marriage vows
for nine couples. The renewal of vows took only a few min
utes during the service, but the impact will be long-lasting,
according to Pastor Larry Blaikie. "Cod Himself initiated the
marriage covenant," said Blaikie, "and what greater place
than a Sunday worship service for a couple to renew that
commitment to one another." The event was such a success

that the pastor plans to allow the renewal of vows during a
worship service for any couple who requests it.

www.wesleyan.org

Native American Church Rebounds after Fire

The congregation of Wesley Chapel of the Onondagas is still
holding weekly servicesdespite the loss of its building to fire
on July 5. The church, located on the Onondaga Nation
Reservation, was built in 1860 and was the first Wesleyan
Methodistchurchto be established on any Indian resen/ation
in the United States.

On the day of the fire, the congregation held its regular
worship service at Eagle LifeCenter, the church's community
outreach facility in Nedrow, N.Y., and continues meeting
there. EagleLife Center is the placeof ministryfor the Native
American church, which hosts many other weekly events
including prayer meetings, Bible studies, live music, support
groups, sign language classes, and children'sactivities.

s

It was a Wesleyan woman that tai(ght hei^how to
cook, how to sew, and about life, she-tmroduced
Ker to the joys and rewards of ministry. The young
wopian married, became a pastor's wife and a part
<5f women's ministry. When life's circumstances
changed for her, it was her friends In Wes/eyan Wom
en who encouraged her and convinced her that God
was not finished with her—that He had plans for her
future, and she had hope. They loved, nurtured, and
helped her heal. The desire to pass what she had
received on to others grew in her. I know, because I
am that woman!

T Martha Blackburn
k.,,/ '' , General Director

Join us today and enjoy 20% off books and
merchandise! Plus, Internet resources available

September 1 to members!

General Office of

Wes/eyan Women
PC Box 50434/
Indianapolls, It4^ 46250

phone: 317.774.7974
web: www.wesieyan.org/ww

e-mail: ww@wesieyan.org



College and University Nev\/s

Bethany to Offer New
Associate Degree

Bethany Bible College has
approved a new Associate of Arts
degree in Evangelism &
Compassion Ministry to begin in
the fall 2010. The program was
"designed to equip students to
serve in evangelism and compas
sion ministry in a broad variety of
settings. It embraces both the
Great Commission CMt 28:19-20]
and the Great Commandment

CMt.22:37-39] as essential to
Christian witness and uses the

head [knowing], heart [being], and
hands [doing] method of disciple-
making that Jesus modeled in the
Scriptures."

SWU Partners with

Nazarene Seminary to Offer
Master of Divinity Degree
Southern Wesleyan University and
Nazarene Theological Seminary
[NTS] in Kansas City, Missouri, have
announced a collaborative effort

offering students a program to earn a
master of divinity degree. With this
new program, students at SWU may
complete a master of ministry degree
or may choose to apply up to 45
hours of graduate credit to the 90
semester hours required to complete
the master of divinity degree at
Nazarene Theological Seminary.

20 FALL 2009

Military Grads
Continue Education

at IWU Online
Dr. Bradford Sample, Indiana Wesleyan
University's Dean of the College of Adult
and Professional Studies, recently signed
and approved an articulation agreement
that will allow military personnel and
their spouses who graduate from Central
Texas Collegeto continue their education
by enrolling in IWU's online degree
program for working adults.

t
New Library at OWU

The new Janice and Charles Drake

Library is the latest building to grace
the campus of Oklahoma Wesleyan
University in Bartlesville, Oklahoma.
According to President, Everett Piper,
the building was on budget, and has
zero debt. [A nighttime photo of
the Northeast side of the library is
pictured.]

Sculpture by
Noted Colorado

Artist Installed

at OWU
Noted artist Scott Stearman of Colorado, supervised the installation
of his new sculpture, "The Blind Man Risingfrom the Pool of Siloam"
on Wednesday morning, July 15,2009, infront of the new Janice and
Charles Drake Library at Oklahoma Wesleyan University. The sculp
ture, weighing nearly half a ton and standing seven and a half feet
tall, faces the stained glass windowof Christ on the west side of the
Lyon Chapel/Fine Arts Center.

The Seminary at IWU
Holds First Convocation

IWU's new seminary held its first
convocation August 9, 2009, with
Keith Drury preaching and Nate &
Julie Lamb leading the worship.
President Henry Smithand the board
had officially approved the Indiana
Wesleyan University seminary in
Marion, Indiana, at the spring meeting
of the Board of Trustees. Over thirty
new Master of Divinity students were
expected for the inaugural class on
August 3, 2009, and 175 Master of
Arts in Ministry students were to
transition into the seminary.

Houghton StudentSr
Professor Meet with

Sierra Leone Officials
A team of Houghton students and
their professor have completed field
research for a study and recommen
dations on government restructuring
in Sierra Leone, West Africa.

The team developed a written report
titled One Finger Cannot Lift a Stone
[after a Sierra Leone proverb] and
accepted an invitation to participate in a
government-sponsored workshop on
decentralizing government held in late
May in Freetown, the country's capital.
The workshop followed an intense, in-
country, three-week study of the
decentralization process guided by Dr.
Ronald Oakerson, Professor of Political
Science, who led a research team of six
students.



INDIANA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY

ANNOUNCES NEW

MASTER OF
DIVINITY DEGREE

Sensing a cali to ministry, but can't find the right school?

Well, look no further. IWU introduces a new M.Div. program

that could revolutionize theological education. What makes

the IWU M.Div. different?

PERSONALIZED: The IWU program
is designed to fit your schedule. Take
courses online (with occasional visits

to Marion, Indiana) or completely

on campus. Select either a youth
ministry or leadership concentration.
You'll even tailor much of your
coursework to your current ministry.

ECONOMICAL: The IWU tuition

rate is one of the lowest in the

country. And at only 75 hours (most
M.Div. programs are 90 hours),
IWU also offers one of the most

compressed. In short, the IWU
program will save you time and
money.

MISSIONAL: Every student will
engage In ministry and service as a
central part of the program from
beginning to end.

COMMUNAL: You will advance

through the program with the same
group of students, fostering deep,
meaningful relationships that will
last beyond graduation.

INTEGRATED: The IWU curriculum

is shaped by what ministers really do.
You'll complete many assignments

in your local ministry setting. While
every course is highly practical, sound
biblical and theological content is
woven throughout the curriculum.

.LEADING-EDGE: Study with

SPIRITUALLY. ENRICHING: The lWU expert faculty and learn from leading
program doesn't just teach about God,
it helps you conriect with God. You
will develop spiritual disciplines to
strengthen and sustain your ministry
fdr.years to come. ;

practitioners on location. As the ^
largest university in the Council for
Chrirtian Colleges & Universities, iV(/U
provides students with.a we^Hf of/
resources, including one of fii^st
campuses ih the country; y V

Form6re information about IWU's M.Div. or M.A. iri/||/ljnistrylig|ree,
^ contact us today! 'cf ^

firgraduateministry.indwes.edu
ndthan.lamb@indwes.edu

" 866-IWU-4-YOU <

INdIaNA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY
4201 South Washington Street { Marion, Indiana 46953



> OBITUARIES

Adcockr Rev. James Harold (82)
Rev. Adcock was a mini.ster in the

Wesleyan Church and served eight churches
throughout his 50 years of ministry within
the North Carolina West District. He is sur

vived by his wife of 62 years, Cleo Sheets
Adcock, a son-in-law, a granddaughter, and
two great grand-children.

Bauefr Zelma Mr (85)
A resident of Fort Wayne, IN,

she served in various lay ministries,
including in Community Wesleyan
Church, a 1985 East Michigan District
church plant in Elkton, Michigan. She is
survived by her husband of sixty-eight
years, Herman; three children, six grand
children, and seven great-grandchildren.

BlanOr H. John (89)
Rev. Blann was a missionary to Africa

in the former Pilgrim Holiness Church,
president of Frankfort Bible College,
United Wesleyan College public relations
director, and pastor. He is survived by his
wife, Eva; two daughters and two sons; 17
grandchildren and 27 great-grandchildren.

Budensiek, Morris Henry (86)
Rev. Budensiek pastored in the

Nebraska Conference of The Wesleyan
Church. During his years of pastoral work
he was elected Conference President,
District Wesleyan youth president, and
member of the Miltonvale Conference

Board. He is survived by his wife of 64
years, Marguerite Gum Budensiek, three
sons, six grandchildren, and four great
grandchildren.

f, y

HedgeSr Rev. Phyllis Virginia
Jenkins (82)
A resident of Terre Haute, Ind., Rev.

Hedges was ordained for ministry in the
Evangelical Methodist Church and later
transferred her credentials to The

Wesleyan Church. She is survived by her
husband of 63 years. Rev. Lewis C.
Hedges, four sons, and many grandchil
dren and great-grandchildren.

Holshousetr Edna R. (80)
Edna R. Holshouser was a resident of

Roanoke, Va., at the time of her death.

She spent a total of 64 years in evangelis
tic work as a song evangelist and pastor's
wife. She was preceded in death by her
husband Rev. D.T. Holshouser. She is sur

vived by one daughter.

Kaufmann, Rev. Wilford (94)
A graduate of Miltonvale Wesleyan
College, Rev. Kaufmann served as pastor
in six Wesleyan Churches throughout
Kansas, Oregon, and Colorado. He is sur
vived by two daughters and two sons.

Martin Heefr Constance Irene (92)
Constance Irene Heer Martin was a

resident of Phoenix, Ariz, at the time of

her death. A pastor's wife, she also taught
art and worked in art and layout at
Evangel Press in Nappanee, Indiana, and
at the former Wesley Press in Marion, Ind.
She is survived by three sons and nine
grandchildren.

Maxwell, Anna Laura (88)
With her husband, Melvin, Anna Laura
Maxwell began Park Ministries, which
ministered to hundreds of people in
Florida. She was also head librarian at

Ohio Christian University for 16 years.
She is survived by her husband of 67
years, Melvin; two sons. John and Larry;
one daughter, Trish; eight grandchildren,
and 14 great-grandchildren.

Osterhout, Capt. Jay W. (38)
Capt. Jay W. Osterhout served as a
Protestant chaplain for the 174th Fighter
Wing, United States Air Force, and in the
New York Air National Guard. He was

employed as a chaplain at the Cape
Vincent Correctional Center in Cape
Vincent, N.Y. He is survived by his wife
of six years, Christy Brennan Osterhout,
and two daughters.

Palmer, Rev. Richard J. (78)
Rev. Richard J. Palmer attended

Miltonvale Wesleyan College and served
as a minister in The Wesleyan Church in
churches throughout Kansas, Missouri,
and Oklahoma. He is survived by his wife
of 55 years. Carmen Catherine Boll
Palmer; two sons, one daughter; seven
grandchildren, and 11 great-grandchil
dren.

Pegg, Rev. C. Gilbert (96)
Rev. C. Gilbert Pegg pastored several
churches throughout Indiana during 36
years of ministry. He was also a carpenter
by trade, and when the Lafontaine church
was closed he disassembled it by hand
and rebuilt it in Andrews. He is survived

by two daughters, one son, eight grand
children, 17 great-grandchildren, and
eight great-great-grandchildren.

Rainbolt, Mildred Bernice Lindsley
(86)

Mildred Bernice Lindsley Rainbolt was a
resident of Groveland, Fla., at the time of
her death. She had served with her hus

band, Harold, in ministry throughout their
68 years of marriage. She is survived by
one son, one daughter, five grandchildren,
and nine great-grandchildren.
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few months ago I had the privi-
lege of speaking at the Japan
Evangelical Alliance Congress

-on Evangelism. The gathering
had an atmosphere of vitality with some
2000 people attending. The music ranged
from contemporary Christian to opera
and included a vast choir, which con

cluded one of the services magnificently
by singing Handel's "Hallelujah Chorus."
The messages were powerful. Sitting in
those sessions, one might conclude that
Christianity is thriving in Japan. Yet the
population of Japan is only 0.7 percent
Christian. The current population of
Japan is 127 million.

On the day of
Pentecost, the
disciples were
launched into

a multicultural

world

Challenge of Racism
Pondering these facts, I began to recall

thechallenge made byGeneral MacArthur at
the end of World WarII. He boldlystatedvia
radio that if North America would send 100
missionaries immediately to Japan it would
become a Christian nation. The sad news is
that North America did not respond.

Today we ask the question, "Why?"
There are several reasons, one being our
desire to recover our own lives as we had
known them before the war. Perhaps the most
destructive, un-Christlike and yet subtle rea
son we did not respond was racism. We
North Americans were taught to hate the
Japane.se. Many stereotypical slurs were used
in public to impose this fear on usand onour
children. I well remember friends of
Japanese heritage who were coached bytheir
parents never to reveal this information. In
fact, they were encouraged to lie and claim
another heritage. Christians had becomepart
of the war culture, which taught us to hate the
enemy, making itdifficult to see this popula
tion through the eyes of Jesus.

www.wesleyan.org

Throughout my visit to Japan, I kept
thinking about what might have been.
What would Japan and eastern Asia be
like today if the gospel in its entirety had
been proclaimed? One can only imagine.

Challenge of Relationships
Today enormous opportunities lie before

us. The fact that there are 100 million
unchurched people in North America is
alarming. This number does not include the
de-churched or those who attend church only
occasionally. The immigrant population is
growing rapidly, andsoonnon-white peoples
will comprise the majority. Both of these
facts challenge usto move outofourcomfort
zones with the gospel.

Reaching the unchurched todaycalls for
building relationships as opposedto offer
ing only impersonal prayers. Evangelism
in the era of the 1970s focused on getting
people to answer a few questions, have
them repeat a prayer, and send them on
their way. I recall hearing people boast
about how many people they had won to
the Lord between salad and dessert in the
local cafeteria. We seemed more con

cerned with keeping track of our wins
than with making authentic followers of
Christ and building relationships with
them. We are now reaping the results of
those methods as we hear many people
say, "I tried Christianity 30 years ago,and
it didn't do anything for me." When fol
lowing Jesus is presented as an
individualisticpursuit it will never satisfy.

Challenge of Community
Jesus calls us to a community, as was

modeled by theearlychurch. Rodney Stark,
in his book The Rise of Christianity, asks
how a group of some few thousand
Christians in the year A.D. 40 could have
grown in number to some 34 million by
the year 350, comprising about 56 percent
of the population. He calculates a growth
rate for the early church of 40 percent per
decade. In answering this question. Stark
observes that conversion occurred within
relational networks as well as through the
church's care and concern for their neigh
bors. This was noted particularly during
times of disease and hardship, when
many converts were led to Christianity.

The power of the gospel in commu
nity became evident in the year 361 a.d.
when the Roman emperor Julian the

Apostate tried to stamp out
Christianity and revive the
pagan cult. When his effort
failed, he was forced to admit to a fellow
pagan, "These Christians feed not only
their poor but ours also."

The power to love one's neighbor authen
tically comes only from theSpirit. Therefore,
reaching out to those in need in the name of
Christ is no shallow gesture. The coming of
the Holy Spirit catapults believers into the
community and empowers them to love
beyond their natural ability. On the day of
Pentecost, thedisciples were launched intoa
multicultural world.Peoplefrom all over the
knownworldwere amongtheirfirstconverts.

Challenge of Engagement
Opportunities for engaging many ethnic

groups with the gospel are before us today.
The June 2009 issue of Christianity Today
suggests that Christians should keep the
number 133 million fixed in their minds
because that is how many additional souls
will be living in theUnited States by2050.
Most of thesepeoplewillbe immigrants or
their children.

I challenge all Wesleyans to respond to
the great opportunity to share the love of
Jesus in word and deed with the millions of
immigrants and people of color on our
doorstep. This will require us to honestly
face the issues of racism and even to repent

of these sins.

Further, this will mean that church in
the future may not be done in the way it
has always been as various ethnic groups
bring new gifts to the entire body of
believers and we look more and more like
Pentecost. The vision of Revelation will
be reality before our eyes, "After this 1
looked and there before me was a great

multitude that no one could count, from
every nation, tribe, people and language,
standing before the throne and in front of
the Lamb" (Rev. 7:9).

Let it be true that our grandchildren
will not have to ask what might have been
but will praise God for the reality of the
power of the gospel of Jesus Christ. •

Jo Anne Lyon is a General Superintendent
ofThe Wesleyan Church, Indianapolis, Ind.
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When the church is most truly
the body of Christ, the more
essential will be its spirit of evan

gelism. The more the church tolerates
division or competitive elements, the more
it distorts itswitness and frustrates thepri
mary purpose of its existence. A church
that is content to remain isolated in sancti

fied seclusion from the world around its

doors and the clamorous problems of the
age has no right to the name of Him who
chose to dwell with publicans and sinners.

The Central Priority
Any church that is content to minis

ter only to the few already saved fails
Christ. Any church that is content to
draw in upon itself or is more concerned
to maintain its own institutional life than

to break down barriers and offer both the

gospel and caring friendship to others in
the name of Christ likewise fails Him.

The Kingdom nature of the church
requires the reorientation of all local
churchactivities. Everycongregation must

periodically re-examine its organizational
life in the light of its one basic task and
must jettison many, if not all, activities that
do not contribute to the central purpose of
evangelism. The need to advance Christ's
Kingdom in the world today is too critical
and demanding a task to permit the squan
dering of time and effort on anything
irrelevant to this campaign.

The Spirit of

Evangelism
> EARLE L. WILSON

in the Church
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The Heart of Christ
Why do we come to church? What are

we hoping to gain by our attendance at
the Lord's house? Is it that we should be

refreshed in our own spiritual life? Is it
that we may be reassured and comforted
against besieging doubts and fears? Is it
to escape from the wilderness of the
world into an oasis of recollection and

Any church
that is content

to minister

only to the few
already saved
fails Christ.

peace? Yes, certainly it is all this. But if
we are truly about Christ's Kingdom
business, something else must happen as
well. We must be challenged, disturbed,
and burned by the flame of Christ's pas
sion for all sheep without a shepherd.

"The field is the world," Jesus said in

His parable of the sower. "You are the
salt," He said in the Sermon on the

Mount. The salt of what? It is not of the

church, not even of our own families, but

of the world. Our hope that the church
might be a haven of private spiritual secu
rity is rudely shattered. If Christ's
Kingdom truly comes to us, then some
thing of the travail of His heart for a
perishing world must also come to us.

A Church Transformed
If our congregational life ever becomes

an end in itself; if we become introverted
ecclesiastically, and satisfied with that; if
our horizon is this church of ours, this
building, this minister, this people,or this

family circle, then we are on the road to
perdition. When the Kingdom truly
comes, there is redemption of worship
without spiritual self-centeredness and
gravitating to loving serviceof the people
Christ came to save.

Remember the prayer of Asa, king of
Judah, on the eve of a great battle, which
must be the true expression of worship:
"O Lord our God, we rest on you, and in
your Name we go against this multitude."
Likewise, we come together in worship to
rest on the Most High and, in the strength
of that experience, to go out against the
powers of darkness in the battle for the
Lord's Kingdom. When that happens, the
church is truly the Church, and the
primary taskof evangelism lakesplace. •

Earle L Wilson is General Superintendent
Emeritus, The Wesleyan Church,
Indianapolis, Ind.
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Demographics

You may be surprised to know that there are
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CHANGING SOCIETY,
ONE PERSON AT A TIME
As people experience
God's love in their

hearts, they are | ^
transformed.

During election years, Christians
often believe their votes will

somehow change their society.
It is true that the choice of

candidates can make a difference in
legislation, but politics will never make a
country "Christian." I once heard author
and speakerCal Thomas say, "There will
not be a change in America until there is a
change in Americans."

John Wesley, founder of Methodism
and great social reformer, believed that the
biblical, radical transformation of individ
ual lives was tlte result of the work of

Christ. Because he introduced one person
after another tothe claims ofJesus, English
society was changed in a positive way.

Wesley did not set out to change his
society. He set out to see people experi
ence the same heart-warming spiritual
experience he had. But as people experi
enced God's love in their hearts through
salvation and holiness, they were trans
formed; and as a result their society was
transformed. Here are some action steps
on how you can affect your culture.

1. Live a Life that Mirrors Christ
Make it your purpose to live a life that

mirrors how Christ would live in your
circumstances. Bob Woodson of the
National Center for Neighborhood
Enterprise said, "If you want people to
come to Christ they have to see what He
looks like." Live a life that incorporates
biblical principles. Ask God to make you
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aware of any blind spots that may hinder
your witness and choose to deal with them

immediately. Ask Him tohelp you through
a difficult time so that people can see the
difference. If you experience success in
great ways, don't change how you relate to
those around you.

2. Take Responsibility for Others
Second, take responsibility for those

around you. Talk about God in your
routine conversations so that telling of
His work in your life will seem as
normal as talking about the weather. Be
sensitive to opportunities for speaking a
good word about Jesus. Cultivate rela
tionships with non-Christian friends.
Intentionally pray for the lost. Walk
through your neighborhood, meet your
neighbors and pray for them.

3. Offer Yourself for Service
Next, offer yourself for service to God.

Often we are convinced that we have little
ability to offer the Lord, but what He is
looking forisouravailability. My wife and
I used to sing, "Little is Much When God
is in It." The song's message conveys that
God will bless what we give to Him in
humble service.

4. Immerse Yourself in the Word
Then immerse yourself in the Word.

Study God's Word on a daily basis,
praying for understanding andapplication.
Ask your pastor for recommendations on

•> RONALD D. KELLY

what to readthat willassistyou in learning
more about the Bible. Memorize simple
verses that tell the gospel story. Continue
to store the Word in your mind and heart so
you can tell others about Christ.

5. Acquire Training
Finally, take training to equip yourself

to be more effective in communicating
your faith. A course in evangelism could
help you increase your comfort level in
communicating the gospel, help you stay
on track while presenting the message,
give clarity as to when to introduce Christ
into a conversation, andgiveyouopportu
nity to tell your own story. Bill Bright,
founder of Campus Crusade for Christ,
defined successful witnessing as "taking
the initiative toshare Christ inthepower of
the Holy Spirit and leaving the results to
God."

I heard a young man tell how one of his
business associates asked if he was sure he

would go to heaven if he died suddenly.
The young man had no assurance, and
before he left his co-worker's office he had

asked Christ into his heart. On the same

day 1 heiad him tell his story he also
announced plans to enroll in seminary.
One person made a difference, and one life
was changed. Society can be changed—
one person at a time. •

Ronald 0. Kelly is General Editor for The
Wesleyan Church, Indianapolis, Ind.
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Kentwood Staffers Describe
Cultural Diversity Journey
Church Challenged to Multi-Ethnic Inclusiveness

oving others different from

us takes a teachable spirit"
newly elected vice president
of Wesley Seminary at IWU,

Dr. Wayne K. Schmidt, told The
Wesleyan Church's General Board and
their spouses during a November 17 din
ner at the world headquarters. During his
presentation, "Moving Your Church to
Multi-Ethnic Inclusiveness," Dr. Schmidt

encouraged the denomination to continue
to become more diverse in its General

Church, district and local church

ministries. "We have thehistory, theology,
and opportunity."

Dr. Waxne Schmidt

Pictured (L to R):
Dr. Wayne Schmidt,

Rev. Kathy
Resler-Chamblm,

Rev. Kyle Ray.
Rev. Troy Evans
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Joining him was his successor as
seniorpastorof the Kentwood, Michigan,
church of nearly 3,000, Rev. KyleRay.A
graduateof AsburyTheological Seminary
and former engineer, Ray is the first
African-American to serve the denomi
nation as senior pastor of one of its
largestcongregations. PastorRay told of
his own journey—visiting Kentwood
following job relocation, joining the
congregation, being mentored by Pastor
Schmidt, working in lay ministry,
answering God's call to pastoral min
istry, and then being invited to join the
staff following his seminary training.
He echoed the sentiments of Schmidt's
heart—"We intend to be intentional"

—explaining that the church will continue
to focus on multi-cultural ministries.

Kentwood's Connections Community
Pastor Kathy Resler-Chambliss asked
General Board members to identify their
"CQ"or cultural intelligence. Shedescribed

multi-ethnic inclusiveness as "reaching
across the chasm of cultural differences in

ways that are loving and respectful."
Speaker and .seminar leader as well as
pastor, Rev. Resler-Chambliss led the
board through a self-assessment of cul
tural intelligence, saying that our
destination for the journey should be
"learning to effectively express love for
people unlike us."

Church planter Rev. Troy Evans told
of his conversion experience, involve
ment in Kentwood's outreach and his

call to minister to the hip-hop culture.
The Edge, a daughter church of
Kentwood Community, which is pas-
tored by Rev. Evans, is reaching people
who are largely unreached by traditional
church ministries.

—staff written



Ottawa Mandarin
Committed to Cross-Cultural Vision
Small Groups Building the Church Numerically and Spiritually

Ottawa Mandarin Wesleyan Church
(OMWC) is committed to its vision to be
a cross-cultural congregation in
Canada's capital city. The church

installed Pastor Chris Walker and his wife, Marie, a

Canadian and American, respectively (pictured with
congregants), to lead the growing ministry.

OMWC was birthed at The Bridge (formerly
KanataWesleyan, located in the greater Ottawa area)
in 2002 and has since become an amicably separate
work. The congregation consists predominantly of
residents from mainland China as well as Hong
Kong, Taiwan, and Malaysia.

Church leaders have chosen to focus on junior
high, middle school, and high school-aged students,
children, and youngfamilies. PastorWalker alsosees
small groups, known as life groups, as crucial to
buildingthe congregation both spiritually and numer
ically. The Walkers have focused on young people and
students as well as congregation-wide care throughout their
ministry. Resources are alsobeing redirected toward ministry
to other people groups as church leaders, including the
Walkers, seek to strengthen essential ministries.

The church's intentional desire to be cross-cultural reflects
the diversity of Ottawa. According to an Ottawa city Web site,
"approximately 25 percent of Ottawa residents were born

JESUS Film Viewer in India

Finds Greatness of Salvation
"! didn't understand the real meaning
of salvation."

After a 40-year-old woman in India came to
watch the film the JESUS Film, she testified,
"From the JESUS Film I come to realize the
greatness of salvation. Ihad heard people say
that Jesus suffered and died on the cross to
save us, but at that time Ididn't understand
the real meaning of salvation. After I saw the
JESUS Film, Iaccepted Jesus with all my heart
and soul."

—John Conner, Director of the JESUS Film
Partnership of Global Partners

ww.wesleyan.org

outside Canada, and more than 20 percent are members of
visible minorities."

"While pursuing honor and respect for the heritage of the
founding congregation, we together seek to rebrand this
seven-year-old church to be cross-cultural. Just like Jesus,
said Pastor Walker. •

2008 JESUS Film
Team Stats
Showings

Viewers

Responses

Cell Groups Formed

(leli Croup Members

421,972

215,110

8,547
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Come to theTable
Wesleyan Evangelist Has Worldwide Hospitality Ministry

In my 25 years of evangelism, Ihave
never seen such response!" says evan
gelist Steve Wingfield.
The prematurely white-haired south

erner with a distinct and smooth Virginia
accentdescribes the newministry of Steve
Wingfield Evangelistic Association
(SWEA) as "radical hospitality." The
Harrisonburg, Va., based ministry has two
majorgoals: (1) to share Christ and (2) to
recapture the heritage of hospitality min
istry that began in thefirst century church
{Acts 2:42-47).

Hospitality as Evangelism
Steve haspreached thegospel to mul

tiplied thousands of people in over 100
area/citywide festivals, in outdoor stadi
ums, under huge tents, or in the small
churches of such countries as Romania,
Nigeria, Ghana, and Kenya. But the set
ting for his latest evangelism outreach is
an elegantly decorated auditorium where
as many as 600 women will be served
breakfast, brunch, lunch, dinner, or
dessert while the music of a live string
quartetplays in the background.

A formerWesleyan pastorin Roanoke,
Va.. and now a general evangelist in The
Wesleyan Church, Wingfield has devel
oped the hospitality evangelism ministry,
which he says focuses on both churched
and unchurched women. (Events for cou
ples and Hispanic events are also held.)
Come to the Table is the name of the event,
and it also is the title of a coffee table book
heco-authored with Benita Long that is in
its fifth printing, selling over 60,000
copies so far.
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Thanks to book sponsors, the attractive
book of recipes, historical highlights.
Scripture and inspirational quotes,andfine
art photography is given free to each
attendee. It is also available nationally in
major retail bookstores and gift shops,
including the Cracker Barrel restaurant
chain.

From the invitations and programs to
the decorations, everypartof the two-hour
event, called a gala, emphasizes the
themes of love, joy, and celebration to
share Christ. Organized by SWEA staff
and local planners, theirgoal is forguests
to leave the gathering "encouraged and
energized to u.se their inherent relational,
nurturing, and giving qualities to cultivate
a lifestyle of hospitality."

A Dynamic Event
A typical galawill include Wingfield's

introduction ofhis co-author Benita Long,
who usually works Charles Spurgeon's
quote, "Joy is God's missionary" into her
evangelistic and encouraging message. An
elegant meal or dessert is served. Steve then
does the wrap-up. asking attendees to be a
ble.ssing through hospitality. At the end he
shares a story, such as theparable of thelost
coin in Luke 15, and asks audience
members if they know Chri.st as Savior.

The evangelist says on average, ten
percent of the attendees make a decision
for Christ. At a recent gala with 350 in
attendance, 45 ladies accepted Christ and
160 attendees committed to using hospi
tality as a means of evangelism.

Wingfield has always had a heart that
burned for evangelism. During his semi

nary education, he served as a teaching
assistant to Master Plan of Evangelism
author Robert Coleman. Currently, he
teaches evangelism as an adjunct faculty
memberof Tyndale Theological Seminary
in Amsterdam, along with hosting his
SWEA galas, evangelism seminais, and
conferences worldwide.

On average,
ten percent of
the attendees

make a decision
for Christ.

Changing Our Witness
Wingfield sayshospitality isa vital and

yet forgotten part of our Christian witness.
Wingfield remembers a seminary profe.s-
sor's words, "Jesus never turned down an

invitation to dinner." He adds, "Many of
theaccounts of Jesus' ministry, as recorded
in the Gospels, center around meals shared
in the intimate setting of people's homes."
Wingfield also says Come to the Table
events help to change the perception of
Christians among the unchurched, who
often.see Christians as boring, judgmental,
and hypocritical. Learn more at
www.stevewingfield.org. •

Jerry Brecheisen is Managing Editor of
Wesleyan Life, Indianapolis, Ind.
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Area clergy, government leaders, and Atlantic District
officials joined members and attendees of Moncton
Wesleyan Church on October 4,2009, to celebrate forty

years of faithful ministry by Laurel and Lois Buckingham.
The New Brunswick, Canada church, first in Atlantic Canada

to top the 1,000 mark in worship attendance, was honoring the
pastoral family for their vision and commitment to excellence.
Those ministry characteristics have influenced the constant
growth of thecongregation. "It was a very fitting evening filled
with fun and laughter along with more serious comments," said
Rev. David W. LeRoy, Atlantic district superintendent. The
anniversary recognition was held in the church's Celebration
Centre and also included video messages from absent ministry
colleagues.

Interviewed at the November 2009 meeting of The Wesleyan
Church's General Board, Dr. Buckingham told of a young man
(oneof twenty-one teens baptized lastyear) who had never been
to church in his life, came to Moncton Wesleyan, made a
commitment to Christ, and is now preparing for the ministry at
Bethany Bible College.

Buckingham said the church "is having its best days." He
adds, "We are on target to baptize 100 people this church year."
It's only one indicator of the church's ministry, which has
broken the 2,000 in worship attendance barrier and is currently
experiencing its greatest growth.

Notices

60th Wedding Anniversary Celebrate

^ Reverends Ted and Erma Ruth Willingham of
Paimerston, Ontario celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary on September 13, 2009. Their pastoral
ministry has taken them to California, Idaho, Ontario,
and Quebec Canada, as well as nine years in chaplaincy.
Their family helped them plan a cruise down the St.
Lawrence River and to the lies de la Madeleine. They
have three married children and nine grandchildren.

www.wesleyan.org

Buckinghams
Honored

for Forty Years
of Ministry

A Ministry of Vision and Commitment to Excellence
Another indicator of its ministry effectiveness is its recent

$10 million expansion which includes a 2,000-seat auditorium
and a 12,262 sq. ft. atrium. Pastor Buckingham said the facility
received an award as the "Institutional Building of the Year"
for all of North America. Moncton's emphasis on evangelizing
the lostanddiscipling is seeneven in its useof thefacility. The
stately church leader said the new auditorium is rented outfor
accepted secular events, including high school graduations and
concerts, and its use is part of Moncton Wesleyan's evangelism
strategy. "Over 50,000 people have come through the doors
since making it available for community functions."

In appreciation for the ministry of the Buckinghams, the
congregation presented them with a Mediterranean Holy Land
cruise.

Aunique way to give a gift
that keeps on giving...

« 0 BI B ®

Gift
Catalog

Check out the

World Hope
Intemational

Gift Catalog!

("World



Faith in Action Day
A Day that Transformed

a Congregation 0
In October 11, congregants
Ifrom Bagley Swamp Wesleyan
Church in Hertford, N.C.,

demonstrated that the Church isn't

simply a building. Attendees partici
pated in a day of serving the
community. "This was a church-wide

campaign that transformed our congre
gation. impacted our community, and
helped our church touch the world,"
said James Spaugh, lead pastor.

The church completed seven
projects within the community. One
group repaired a roof and Fixed a porch.
Another group performed a yard
transformation by removing trees and
brush, cleaning out flower beds and
pruning trees. A group helped a
family with electrical, window, and
door repairs to their home. A group of
adults, teens, and children picked up

Everything a church needs to accomplish a
successful missions conference ...

MISSIONS
IN A BOX

Resources are designed around the theme
So That All May Knowand will help a church plan,
promote, and carry out a missions conference.

Total Cost

MISSIONS IN A BOX includes:

• One step-by-step planning manual
• One 2' X 5' banner

• Two posters
• One resource CD

«90
(includes shipping)

200 bulletin inserts

Two Global Partners'

mission DVDs

And more . . .

To Order: Contact Heather Bradley at 800.707.7715 or bradleyh@wesleyan.org

trash at the Perquimans County
High School football field and other
locations.

Painting and power-washing were
done at the local parks and recreation
department. Shelves were installed for
the local food pantry, and a group
stayed back at the church fellowship
hall to bake goodies and make crafts,
which were delivered to the residents

and staff at a local nursing home.
Overall, 96 people from Bagley
Swamp helped serve the community.

"It is exciting to move outside the
walls of our building," said Spaugh.
"The Church is not a location, it is a
group of Christ followers sent out
to bring healing and hope to our
community." •

Global
Partners



How Can We Be

> > RON McCLUNG

Holy in today's culture? Let's get
real. Is it even possible? If it is
possible, is it worth it?

Stuart Briscoe wrote, "In light of the
widespread disinterest in holiness in the
church, and the deep distrust outside the
church ... it is not surprising that the
subject is often treated with benign
neglect by the church." Some take the
attitude that with so many lost people to
be won, concentrating on being holy is a
luxury we cannot afford.

YetScripture rings with the imperative
from heaven's throne: "Be holy, because I
am holy" (1 Peter 1:15).

Is It Possible?
We must never forget that our holiness

is in Christ. He purchased it at the cross.
Good works do not make us holy. Only
He can make us holy. Then as we walk
with Him, live in Him, and remain in
Him, He continues to cleanse us.

www.wesleyan.org

Supposewe see a man in a sailboaton a
windy day. The .sailor has his oars out,
struggling against the current, and making
no progress. How do we advise thissailor?
Do we yell from the shore, "Row harder!"?

No. we say, "Hoist your sails." Why
strain against the current when the wind
can fill our sails and propel us along? in a
similar way, we become holy, not by our
own efforts, but through the power of
Christ, who can "fill our sails."

Follow this simple pattern.

Confess
"Yes. Lord, I confess there are incon-

si.stencies in my life. I am full of
self-centeredness and selfishness. There

are times when J must have my own way.
I'm jealous, angry, and proud." You may
also see other trait.s—bitterness, envy,
stubbornness. These are all signs we need
cleansing.

Surrender
Many see the need for holiness, but

are too proud to wave the white flag of
surrender. Many think they have to
struggle. Just the opposite is true. Wewin
by surrendering.

Believe
Suppose you surrender to Christ forHis

cleansing. How do you know it's done?
Believe God. Would He refer to holiness

more than 1,100 times in Scripture and then
ignore your request? Would He withhold
what He has offered? Tmst Him.

We live in a culture that is often not

friendly to holiness. But don't let the
harsh realities of all the bad things the
world says and does blind you to the glo
rious possibilities of all thatGodcan help
you to do and become. •

Ron McClung is an author and Assistant
General Secretary, The Wesleyan Church.
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Make snow days count
for His Kingdom!
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When school's closed

due to the wintery weather,
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General Church News

General Board Honors Stevenson .a .
Lexington General Conference Site Also Among Board Actions

Evangelism and Church Growth General Director, Phil Stevenson, was honored by the
General Board of TheWesleyan Church at its115th meeting, November 17-18, 2009, at the
Church's world headquarters in Fishers, Ind. Stevenson, who served over four years as a
general officer, resigned effective December 31, 2009, and will be moving to Sacramento,
California, where he will servepart-time as director of church multiplication and leadership
development and Northern California regional director forthe Pacific Southwest District. He
alsowill do college-level teaching.

Board of General Superintendents chair. Dr. Jo Anne Lyon, presented Stevenson
with a chalice and paten set in honorof his service on behalf of the Church. Dr. Lyon
thanked him for his "unswerving commitment to church multiplication and con
stant pursuit of making the Church missional."

In other news, the General Board:

• Selected Lexington, Kentucky, as the
site of the June 2-6, 2012, General
Conference of The Wesleyan Church.

• Was introduced to Global Partners

missionaries elect:

Greg and Heidi Edmonds CHaiti]

Tomas and Misha Mojzis
CCzech Republic)

Julie Miller [Poland)

Ryan and Sarah Schmitz (Nicaragua)

First missionary couple to Israel
[Names withheld forsecurity reasons.)

• Heard annual reports from: Kevin J.
Batman, General Treasurer; Donald D.
Cady, General Publisher; Craig A. Dunn,
CEO, Wesleyan Investment Foundation.

• Heard a challenge from Grand Rapids,
Michigan's Kentwood Community
Church on "Moving Your Church to
Multi-ethnic Inclusiveness" by Pastors
Dr. Wayne K. Schmidt Jr., Rev. Kyle
Ray,Rev. Kathy Ressler Chambliss, and
Rev. Troy Evans.

• Heard a devotional/report (via telecon
ferencing) by Rev. Mark Wilson and
Rev. Ben Kidder concerning "God at
Work in Rural America."

• Transferred the state of Utah from the
Pacific Southwest District to the
Dakota District.

• Approved changes in the Wesleyan Bible
Conference Association constitution.

• Approved changes in Wesleyan Native
American Ministries by-laws, incorpo
rating all entities under the name:
Wesleyan Native Ministries.

• Approved changes in the General
Administration Council manual.

• Approved changes in the General Board
policy.

• Approved by-law changes for Houghton
College.

• Approved by-law changes for Indiana
Wesleyan University.

• Appointed Dr. Jo Anne Lyon as interim
director for the Department of
Evangelism and Church Growth.

• Empowered the Board of General
Superintendents to develop plans for
reinventing The Wesleyan Church as an
intentionally missional denomination,
with a report due back in the May 2010
meeting of the General Board.

• Elected board of trustee members:

Hephzibah; Houghton College; Indiana
Wesleyan University; Oklahoma Wesleyan
University; Southern Wesleyan University;
Wesleyan Investment Foundation;
Wesleyan Pension Fund. •

Ronald D. Kelly
General Secretary, The Wesleyan Church.



Victim's Story Highlights Antl-TraHicking Forum

Awoman named Marty, who was a
victim of human trafficking, gave a
stirring account of her ordeal to a
large crowd at The Wesleyan
Church's Stand Against Trafficking
CStAlO community forum on Sept. 9
in Indianapolis. This was the first
occasion for Marty, a Christian who
was a former dancer and comedian, to speak publicly about
being enslaved and trafficked during a visitto Japan.

A Cry to God
Audience members wept with heras she toldof being raped,
tortured, isolated, and then forced into prostitution. Nowfree
from her horrific past and working as a substance abuse coun
selor, Marty testified of living homeless under a bridge and
crying out to God, "Whoever You are, and wherever You are."
God heard her cry.

A New Movement

The forum, conducted bycommunity and church volunteers,
was the firsteventconducted byStAT sinceitsorganization by
The Wesleyan Church's department of Wesleyan Women.
Seeking to abolish this fast growing criminal industry, which
has been called modern day slavery, the forum was a natural
fit for the TheWesleyan Church, since it has roots in the anti-
slavery movement ofthe 19th century. Wesleyan Women has
beenasked bythe Church to launch a nation-wide movement
against human trafficking.

A Successful Event

The forum exceeded the expectations of organizers and vol
unteers. Martha Blackburn, General Director of Wesleyan
Women and StAT Coordinator, commented on the miraculous
way the gifts of volunteers came together for the forum. She
said, "This is just the beginning ofwhat God wants to do for
this movement."

Speakers included Dr. Jo Anne Lyon, member of The
Wesleyan Church's Board of General Superintendents; Lisa
Thompson, liaison for the Salvation Army USA headquarters'
Abolition of Sexual Trafficking; Sgt. Jon Daggy, Indiana vice
squaddetective; andJeffSparks, CEO of Heartland Films and
activist in human trafficking victim prevention and rescue.
General Publisher Donald D. Cady, and Indianapolis radio
personality Kevin Freeman emceed the forum, which also
included movie clips and videos, and a song about trafficking
presented by Kristy Sloan.

Ongoing Training
Following the forum, visitors from Africa, Barbados, Jamaica,
as well as from across North America, were among the 167
registrants at the three-day Hands of Hope training eventheld
at TheWesleyan Church World Headquarters. Since therewas
a waiting list for this first "Hands of Hope" training, other
training events, as well as public forums, will be announced.

www.wesleyan.org

Spiritual Maturity is the Answer
for Church Conflict, Speaker Says
Conflict Seminar Cives Tools for Interpersonal Issues

Dr. Edward Wheeler, president of
Christian Theological Seminary in
Indianapolis, Indiana, said that
spiritual maturity is the answer to
conflict in the church. Addressing
pastors and laypersons in an
October 29,2009, conflict manage
ment seminar at The Wesleyan
Church World Headquarters in
Fishers, Dr. Wheeler said that
church conflicts area spiritual matter. Underneath the conflict lies
"thespiritual challenge of recognizing Cod in every situation."

The Church's Board of General Superintendents offered a
two-day seminar to give district and local church leaders
additional tools to deal with interpersonal issues in their
congregations. Speaking on "Spiritual Leadership in the Midst of
Congregational Conflict," Dr. Wheeler, theformer pastor and now
seminary president and professor of church history, said, "We
have become so busy doing everything else we haven't had time
to talk." Headded that as muchas he loved to preach,"Preaching
is a poor substitute for teaching. Some folks who have listened
to preaching for40 yearsare still babes."

Aunique way to give a gift
that keeps on giving...

_ Check out the

Catalog I World Hope
h 0 «I 0 "

International

Gift Catalog!

YWorld HOPE
IN* • *



General Church News.. . continued

Wesleyan Church Announces Partnership with KIDS HOPE USA
Spiritual Formation to Coordinate Program for At'Hsk Children and Families

Ifachild doesn't get the support needed
at home or school, the likelihood that

he or she will drop out of school
increases. But that child is not without

hope, especially if a Christian mentor is
able to come alongside and read, talk,
listen, and play. By reaching out to at-risk
children and their families with God's love

and hope, adult mentorship can help
change lives.

The Wesleyan Church is excited to

partner with Kids Hope USA, a national
mentoring program, mobilizing churches to
form one-to-one, "You matter!" relation

ships with at-risk children.

Active in 29 states and

over 500 churches. Kids

Hope USA is committed to
training and supporting local
church outreach ministry
serving the needs of at-risk

children and families.

"1 truly believe in Kids Hope and
believe it is the time for this program
in God's history," says Dr. Jo Anne
Lyon. a General Superintendent in
The Wesleyan Church.

For years, churches like Central
Wesleyan in Holland, Mich., Spring Lake
Wesleyan in Spring Lake, Mich., and

KIDS
HOPE
USA^

College Wesleyan in Marion,

Ind., have been transforming
the lives of at-risk children and

families in their communities

through this program. Be look
ing for communications about
how your church can form a
lasting mentoring partnership
with your neighborhood
public elementary school. •

—Formore information, contact
childrensminlstry@wesleyan.org

or visit www.kidshopeusa.org.

District and Local Church News

Wesleyan Church Truck Show Benefits Community
Children's Toys or Food Donation Price of Admission
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Theparking lotat Parkway Wesleyan
Church was transformed into a truck
and car showroom on November 14

in Roanoke, Virginia. Tow trucks,
dump trucks, and fire trucks,among
others, donned the asphalt to raise
money for two local ministries.

The economy in the Roanoke area has been hit with job
loss, thus prompting Cecil Wolfe, a regular attendee at the
church and owner of Wolfe Motor Lines, to want to help the
needy. However, at times, he wondered if his own business
would be negatively affected by the economy andwould force
him to cancel the show.

"I've had trouble with my own company and wondered if
I'd still be inbusinessforthis year'sshow," said Wolfe. Butthe
business continued operation, so Wolfe kept planning. In Just
six weeks' time, he made contact with other truck owners and
swiftly put together a fundraiser. As a result, approximately
200 people showed upto view the 70 vehicles ondisplay with
only oneadmission requirement: to bring amew children's toy
or item of food for donation purposes.

"It blew me away that we threw this together so fast and
that itworked out so well," says Wolfe, who hopes to make the
event an annual one and has already started planning for 2010.

Proceeds were donated to Manna Ministries and Straight
Street, local ministries in the Roanoke area.

12Stone Church One of 10 Fastest Growing
Increases to over8,000 in Attendance

In its annual Outreach 100 ranking. Outreach magazine
named 125tone Church, a Wesleyan congregation in
Lawrenceville, Ca., the seventh fastest growing church in
America and the sixty-fourth largest church in America.

Outreach reported attendance of 7,410, an increase of 32
percent or 1,799 people, as of February 2009. Since then,
12Stone has increased even further to an average worship
attendance of 8,300 since August 2009.

"People are finding hope and are growing in their faith,"
says founding and senior pastor Kevin Myers. "When that
kind of life change happens, it's hard to keep it quiet. They
want to invite their family and friends into the Journey. It's
encouraging to be a part of God's growing church in America
and around the world."

Known for its creative teaching style and giving itselfaway
to those in need,125toneopened its thirdcampus in October.
The church offers six weekend services.

"A multi-campus approach to church allows us to make the
greatest impact over a large area like the greater Gwinnett
area. We're not just located in the community;
we are involved," says Pastor Myers.

Texas-Louisiana Plant

AWesleyan church has been established in the Dallas areaby
the Texas-Louisiana District. Zimbabwe Church of Dallas in
Piano is pastored by a Zimbabwean woman, ministers to a
large group ofZimbabwean refugees, and hasalready received
an Excellence in Ministry Award.



District and Local Church News., .continued

Pacific Southwest Thrive Attendees

inspired and Chalienged
New Ideas, Clearer Vision, and Renewed Strength

west section of Pacific Southwest District attended the

training event held at El Camino Fellowship Church in Encinitas, Calif.

The Pacific Southwest District, in partnership with the
Department of Spiritual Formation of The Wesleyan Church,
held its first THRIVE adult ministries training event on
September 19. Jan Hughes, spiritual formation director for the
district, said the day "provided pastors and local church
leaders of adult ministries with new ideas, clearer vision, and
renewed strength." Nearly 70 church leaders within the south

Kansas District Sees Large Gains

The Kansas District had a significant gainin primary worship
attendancethisyear. Someof theirestablished churches have
been revitalized, and a new emphasis has begun inWichita to
reach 70,000 Spanish-speaking people.

College and University News

Dr. Wayne Schmidt Named
Vice President of Wesley
Seminary at Indiana Wesleyan
Says Significant thattWU Sought Local
Church Pastor forLeadership Role

Dr. Wayne Schmidt, who has spent
his entire ministerial career at
Kentwood Community Church in
Michigan, has been named vice
president of the newly formed
Wesley Seminary at Indiana
Wesleyan University CIWU].

Schmidt will serve as the chief

operating officer of the seminary.
He will begin work at IWU in
January 2010.

"I'm very honored to have the
opportunity to serve in this role,"
Schmidt said. "I think it is very sig
nificant that IWU sought a local
church pastor for this leadership role.

"IWU leaders have said in their
documents and in their planning,
'We want this to be a pastor's sem
inary.' So, from conception to
implementation, it really is going to
be a seminary for pastors. I am
excited about that."

Schmidt received his Bachelor of

Arts degree in pastoral ministry
from IWU in May 1979 and began
work a few weeks later as the

assistant pastor and co-founder of
Kentwood Community Church,
near Grand Rapids, Mich.

He has served as senior pastor of
Kentwood Community Church Ca
Wesleyan congregation) since 1981.

www.wesleyan.org

OKWU Student Wins

SolvayCARES Scholarship
Told She Wouldn't be Able to Climb

Stairs, is Now a Runner

Oklahoma Wesleyan University COWU)
freshman Hannah Hensel represents a
remarkable story of hope in overcoming
the limitations of cysticfibrosis. She isone
of forty young adults with cystic fibrosis
who received a $2,500 scholarship from
the SolvayCARES program this fall. She is
now a finalist in the SolvayCARES
Thriving Student Achiever Scholarship
from Solvay Pharmaceuticals

Hannah says: "When I was born, my
parents were told that by the time Iwas
eighteen, Iwould have trouble climbing a
flight of stairs. Thankfully, my reality at
age eighteen is much brighter. Iam going
to run track and cross country at
Oklahoma Wesleyan University. My
dream for the future is to keep pushing
the boundaries and expectations of a
person living with cystic fibrosis."

She has indeed pushed the boundaries
of physical fitness and community sup
port of the cystic fibrosis community, as
witnessed by her long list of achieve
ments, including the Alexander Hamilton
Citizenship Award, Heroes of Hope;
Living with Cystic Fibrosis Award, TTCU

Academic Athlete of the Week, Tulsa
Community College Dean's Honor Roll,
Cross Country Outstanding Freshman
and Senior, Varsity Cross Country and
Track, Union Theater Department, and
National Honor Society.

SWU Chapel Features Men's
Basketball Missions Trip

PlayersShare FaithDuring
Basketball Clinics

SCORE iNTERNAClONf

I: ;<
Members of the men's basketball
team from Southern Wesleyan
University C5WU) relayed experi
ences from their May mission trip to
the Dominican Republic in a chapel
service on the university campus.

SWU men's basketball head coach
Charles Wimphrie referred to his
players as hisheroes for the outpour
ing of love and compassion they
displayed to the people in the
DominicanRepublic.

Prior to the players speaking, a 10-
minute slide show displayed pictures
of the players and coachesinteracting
with children, playing sports, con
ducting a basketball clinic, and telling
their personal stories offaith with the
local people.

WESLEYAN LIFE 19



College and University News ... continued

XD Students
Minister in
New York City
A week ofministry to thehomeless,
oppressed, andaddicted

nder the direction of Professor

Mike MacNeil, Bethany Bible
College's Extreme Discipleship
students went to New York City,

October 6-13, for a week of ministry to
the homeless, poor, oppressed and
addicted. Students worked in local

ministry programs at the Bowery Mission,
NYC Relief, NYC Rescue Mission,

Anchor House Drug Rehab, and Living
Water & New Hope churches. They also
ministered to people on the streets, passed
out sandwiches, sang in the streets, and
prayed with people along the way. •

j Physics students with Houghton professor, Brandon Hoffman
V during Houghton's cooperative summer research program

withCornell University. Houghton
COLLEGE

Our CHRISTIAN LIBERAL ARTS approach to learning engages your
MIND and HEART. From our 1300-acre campus in HOUGHTON. NY

to exploration of cultures In EASTAFRICA-YOU are INVOLVED,

APPLY what you LEARN in SERVICE to others,

MEMBER

Houohton
Ntw York



I 'I love the connection

between the classroom

and local church at Wesley

Seminary. I'm learning

how to apply biblical and

theological knowledge to

my ministry right now."

Jessica Schmerse, Assistant Pastor
Mountain View Wesleyan Church
Aumsville, Oregon

Master of Divinity student

Seven Reasons to Choose

Wesley Seminary at Indiana Wesleyan University

integrated: do practical ministry with biblical and theological integrity

Missionai: stay in ministry while pursuing a degree that centers on outreach and service
Spiritual: focus on spiritual formation throughout the program

Economical: save time and money with a streamlined program and low tuition rate

Personal: pursue your degree online or in the classroom

Relational: build deep bonds asyou move through theprogram with the same group ofstudents
Leading edge; study with expert faculty at one of the nation's largest Christian universities

To learn more about the 75-hour Master of Divinity or 36-hour Master of

Arts degrees at the new WesleySeminary at Indiana Wesleyan University,
call our admissions office at 877-673-0009 or visit wesley.indwes.edu.

WESLEY
SEMINARY
INDIANA WESLEYAN I'NiVliRSITY



> OBITUARIES

Pioneer Minister in Suriname Dies
Retired District Superintendent, Rev.

Leo Vander Kuyp.who along with Rev.
Leonard W. Leitzel and Rev. E.K. Purceii,
pioneered the Wesleyan work in Suriname,
died Saturday, November 21. He was the
first person in Surinameto join The
Wesleyan Church (1945), ordained as the
first Surinamese Wesleyan minister
(1953), and worked full-time for the
Church for 41 years until his retirement in
1986. In spite of political and religious
defferences that non-traditional churches

faced, Rev. Van der Kuyp's influence in
the community opened doors in Surimane
for thespread of thegospel through

^^The Wesleyan Church. ^

Boweiir Rev. Robert E. (49)
Rev. Robert E. Bowen was a resident of

Van Buren, Ind.. at the time of his death.

Rev. Bowen graduated from Ball Stale
University with a degree in chemistry and
Indiana Wesleyan with a degree in Christian
Ministry. He was Senior Pastor at Fowlerton
Wesleyan Church for several years. He
attended EastviewWesleyan Church in Gas
City and was a member of Brookhaven
Wesleyan Church. He is survived by his
wife of 25 years, Debra Hartman Bowen,
and one daughter.

Browiir Marilyn Jeffries (62)
Marilyn (Jeffries) Brown was a resident

of Westerville, Ohio, at the time of her death.
She was the daughterof Rev. Walter
(Charlotte) Jeffries, retired minister in the
Gi-eater Ohio District. Along with herparents
Marilynis survived by her husband of 37
years, Jerry Brown, and her three children.

Hunterr Amy J.(98)
Amy J. Hunter was a resident of Marion,

Ind., at the time of her death. She and her

husband. Rev. John Hunter pastored Wesleyan
Methodist churches in Buffalo, Wyoming, and

22 WINTER 2009-1

throughout Montana. During Rev.Hunter's
14yearsas DakotaDistrict Superintendent,
their home was in RapidCity, S.D.They
sub.sequently pastored Wesleyan churches
in South Dakotaand Wyoming. She was
preceded in death by her husband, John, and a
son, Ronald. She is survived by one daughter,
four sons, seven grandchildren, and one
great-grandchild.

LecateSr Rev. Bruce Oliver (69)
Rev. Bruce Oliver Lecates was a resident

of Greensboro, Md.. at the time of his death.

He was ordained in the Wesleyan Church in
1963 and ministered for 47 years. He served
as pastor at churches in Texas, Delaware,
and Maryland. He was the director of
Denton Wesleyan Camp and served on
the Board of Directors for numerous

organizations. He also volunteered at
Samaritan House in Denton, Maryland.
Rev. Lecates is survived by his wife, Janice,
three daughters, and 10 grandchildren.

Lytle, Louise (91)
Wife of former GeneralSecretary of

World Missions, Dr. RobertN. Lytle,
Louise resided at Colonial Oaks Health

Care Center in Marion, Indiana, at the
time of her death.The Lytles pastored in
Eillmore, NewYork, beforeserving in
Colombia, SouthAmericafor 14years.
During the years Dr. Lytle served in leader
ship for World Missions, Mrs. Lytle worked
at the Wesleyan headquarters and taughtat
Liberty School in Marion. Residing in
Brooksville, Florida, following their retire
ment, they established their home in the
Colonial Oaks Retirement Center in 2004.

Medows, Benny E.(77)
Benny Eugene Medows was a resident

of Marion, Ind., at the time of his death.
He was a graduateof IndianaWesleyan
University (Marion College) and worked in
the Officeof Development for seven years.
Mr. Medowswas a memberof College
Wesleyan Church since 1953 and served
at both the local and district levels. He is

survived by his wife of 56 years, Julia
Medows, six daughters, 17 grandchildren,
and one great-grandchild. He was preceded
in death by one granddaughter, Diane
Pence, and one great-granddaughter,Leia
Carpenter.

Pritchettr Rev. Paul (79)
Rev. Paul Pritchett was a resident of

Bethlehem, Pa., at the lime of his death. He
was the Pastor of Ebenezer New Reformed

Church in Bingen from 1968-1974; prior to
that he served in various churches through
out the Penn-Jersey District. Following
retirement he served as Assistant Pastor of

Ebenezer New Reformed Church. He is

survived by his wife of 58 years, Dorothy
R. (Phillips) Pritchett, two daughters, two
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.

Simmons, Chrlstene (74)
Christene Parks Simmons was a

resident of Asheboro, North Carolina, at
the time of her death. She served with her

husband in various Wesleyan pastorates
in North Carolina and retired after 30

years of service to Hamrick's in King's
Mountain, North Carolina. A member of
Midway Wesleyan Church in Randleman,
she is survived by her husband, Rev.
George Simmons and one son.

Taylor, Pearl (99)
Pearl Henrietta (Lahde) Taylor was a

resident of Sacramento, Calif., at the time
of her death. She was predeceased by her
husband of 26 years. Rev. Harold Taylor.
Rev. and Mrs. Taylor spent several years
pastoring Wesleyan churches in California.
They were the church planting couple for
the Chester Wesleyan Church. Along with
establishing and building churches, they
served in many capacities for the California
Wesleyan Methodist Conference. After her
husband's death. Pearl went to Burundi,
Africa to teach in the school for missionaries

children. Mrs. Taylor is survived by one
grandson, one granddaughter, and two great
grandchildren.
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