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The

Heart and Hands'
of the _

Church

By Earle L Wilson

Wesleyans have been involved in
social ministry throught our history.

Jesus once was asked this signif
icant question: "Teacher, which
is the greatest commandment in

the Law?" Jesus replied: '"Love the
Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your
mind.' This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is like

it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'
All the Law and the Prophets hang on
these two commandments'" (Matthew
22:36-^0). The Master's summary of
obedience to the basic principles of
the Kingdom is at the very core of
The Wesleyan Church's ministry of
compassion.

The 'Heart and

Hands' of the Church

In one sense, these ministries are

the "heart and hands" of the church.

The effect of the heart aligning itself
with the divine will creates a compas
sionate response to the needs of
others. Jesus further defined that

Kingdom dynamic in another question
and answer session: "For I was hun

gry and you gave me something to
eat," Jesus said in answer to those

wondering to whom they were
responsible to minister, "I was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink,
I was a stranger and you invited me
in, I needed clothes and you clothed
me, I was sick and you looked after
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me, I was in prison and you came to
visit me" (Matthew 25:35-36).

Central to Our Mission

The phrase "Ministering to society"
is listed in the church's mission state

ment, along with "Evangelizing the
lost," "Discipling the believers," and
"Equipping the church." In essence,
the mission of The Wesleyan Church
would not be complete without
compassionate ministries.

It is gratifying to know that across
the church, such ministries are taking
place every day. They are taking place
not only through large-scale efforts —
such as the Church's response to the
victims of the recent disasters—but

also through smaller-scale efforts by
local churches that are meeting the
needs of their communities.

A History of
Compassion

With hearts filled with the love of

God and love for their neighbors,
Wesleyans have been involved in
establishing many of the social
reforms that characterize our society.
From the underground railroads that
carried slaves to liberty to the estab
lishment of hospitals and schools
around to the world to present-day
care of those afflicted with AIDS to

the fight against human trafficking.

Wesleyans have been and remain on
the frontlines in the war against
human suffering.

Compassion Today
The Wesleyan Church partners

with World Hope International in a
worldwide effort to bring healing and
hope to those in third world countries.
Metro Ambassadors, a division of the

church's Department of Evangelism
and Church Growth, is recruiting and
training missionaries to serve in the
inner cities of the largest metropolitan
areas of North America. There, the

love of Christ will be shared through
ministry centers that will provide such
services as health clinics, preschool
care, sports ministries, dental screening,
employment skills training, and—
most important—the opportunity to
know Christ.

The Board of General Superintendents
encourages every local church through
out the world to reach out to its

community in ministries of compas
sion, and to join in praising God for
the privilege of carrying the banner
of the Cross and the torch of John

Wesley. •

Earle L. Wilson

General Superintendent, The Wesleyan Church



The Armory House:
Transformation in Syracuse

The Armory House, home for nine
recovering drug addicts, may
look on the outside much like

the surrounding houses in its downtown
Syracuse, New York, neighborhood. But
on the inside, there are gorgeously pol
ished wooded floors, lovely cabinets
and trim, and an elegant fireplace.
However, the inner renovation of the

nine men who live here in The Armory
House is the real miracle.

Each of the men remembers what it

was like before he met Christ, trapped
in a world without hope. Their focus
every day was on finding food to eat
and enough drugs to get through

another day. Today, the contrast in
their lives is striking. Their radiant tes
timonies bear witness to God's

transforming power. Every moming
they meet in their downstairs parlor for
Bible study and prayer with Pastor Jim
or his representative. Then each one
heads out for work in the community.
At noon they return to The Armory
House to eat together. Back home in
the evenings, they talk with children in
the neighborhood and encourage each
other in their spiritual walk. In addi
tion, several times during the week
there are activities to attend at

Cornerstone Wesleyan Tabernacle. •

Are you having trouble hearing God's voice
amidst the busyness of your daily life?

Retail $7.99
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Wesleyan 'Soldier'
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isa Thompson, member of United Wesleyan
Church in Alexandria, Virginia, is a soldier
in a war against human trafficking—an

illegal intemational enterprise that enslaves thousands
of persons each year in the sex industry.

A Worldwide Problem

Although many North Americans know little
about this problem, the U.S. Department of State
estimates that some 600,000-800,000 people are
trafficked across intemational borders each year,
80 percent of the victims are female, and up to 50
percent are children. Most of these women and
children are forced into prostitution.

According to Thompson, those estimates may
be low. "When you add intra-country trafficking,"
she says, "the numbers of people being trafficked
for sexual or labor trafficking are more likely

two to four million."

Makings of a Soldier
Thompson grew up near Falmouth,

Kentucky, and graduated from
Westem Kentucky University with a

degree in government. After col-



Fights
lege, she
worked

for a con

sulting firm,
taught English

as a second language
in China, and worked as a

pubhc policy representative in
the National Association of

Evangelical's office for governmental
affairs. She now works as Liaison for

the Abolition of Sexual Trafficking at
the Salvation Army's National
Headquarters in Alexandria. Her duties
include assisting in the development of
services for survivors of trafficking,
raising public awareness about the issue

50 percent
of the victims

are children.

through the Initiative Against Sexual
Trafficking (lAST), and working to
shape public policy through legislation
such as the End Demand for Sex

Trafficking Act.
She calls her current position an

"incredible blessing," and views her
work as a way to "represent a biblical
approach to issues that confront the
world."

www.wesieyan.org

A Desperate IMeed
In addition to fighting human traf

ficking, Thompson is involved in
confronting the pornography industry,
which she calls "prostitution on paper
and film," and its attempt to legalize
prostitution overall.

Thompson hopes to change people's
perception of those caught up in the sex
industry. Lisa recalls that she was appre
hensive about conducting street outreach
when spending a night at a Baltimore,
Maryland, agency that ministers to street
prostitutes. "If 1 felt scared," she won
ders, "what must it feel like for those on
the street?" With sadness, she relates, "It
was like standing at the gates of hell—
and there are too few who are out there

offering light."

A Call to Action
Churches and individuals can

become involved in fighting the sex
trade, according to Thompson, but
it will have to come to grips with
its own involvement in the sex

business fu^t. She relays these
shocking statistics: "Over 34 percent

of churchgoing women said they
have visited an Internet pom site; and

63 percent of men interviewed at a
Christian men's gathering said they
stmggled with Intemet pom."

Thompson noted also that one in
five persons who claim to be bom
again say pornography is morally
acceptable.

"The church must focus its energy,"
she says.

To find out what your church can
do to fight sex trafficking, visit the
lAST Web site, www.iast.net. •

Marlene Harpi arrived in
Indianapolis, Indiana,
from New York in June

2001, believing that she would be
starting a $500-a-week baby-sit
ting job. The Honduran woman,
then 34, was told instead she
would be working as a prostitute
in a duplex in the 300 block of
West 16th Street. Her captors
warned her that she would

"disappear" if she tried to flee.
Police say a ring of illegal

immigrants from Colombia and
Mexico held the Honduran woman

in a Westside brothel, feeding her
a diet of coffee, bread, tacos, rice,
and beans. Harpi told police she
and two Hispanic teen girls also
recruited from New York were

forced to have sex in upstairs
bedrooms with at least 15 to

20 men a day. After three days
at the West 16th Street house,

Harpi was taken to a duplex on
Sherman Drive just north of East
Washington Street. There, her sex
slavery continued for another three
days until she escaped.

"People are surprised by the
idea of human trafficking, but a lot
of people come up after training to
say they've seen something like
what we've described," said Mony
Ruiz-Velasco, an attorney for the
Mid-west Immigration and Human
Rights Center, a program of the
Heartland Alliance, o

—Kevin Corcoran,

The Indianapolis Star

Used by permission
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By Kelly Bergquist

Home Edition Project
Millions of viewers tune into

ABC on Sunday nights to
watch Ty Pennington and his

crew make a lucky family's dreams
come true. This January the show trav
eled miles from Hollywood to build a
home for Danna White and her family
in Dewey, Oklahoma, a city located
near Oklahoma Wesleyan University.

FAMILY OF WESLEYAIM

SCHOOL COACH HELPED
As most of those know who watch

the hit show, each family who is
visited by this team of builders and
designers is in an unusual circum
stance, usually heartbreaking. Danna
White and her ten children have such a

story. They lost their husband and
father, John, last March of a sudden

and fatal heart attack. He was only 48.
John was also the pastor of Bluestem

Baptist Church in Dewey. He was
connected to the Wesleyan family as
a teacher and coach for Wesleyan
Christian School in Bartlesville. After

his death, Danna and her five children
still at home had to find another place
to live because they had been at the
church's parsonage. They were residing
in two less-than-desirable mobile homes.

Some students at Wesleyan Christian
School nominated the Whites for

Extreme Makeover: Home Edition, and
they were chosen among more than
1000 applicants ABC rifles through
every week.

OPPORTUIMITY TO

PRACTICE FAITH
The University was asked by ABC

executives to participate and "no" was
not an option! "This is a perfect
opportunity to practice our faith and to
serve others as we are told to do by
our Lord. Our students and faculty
will see the joy of giving," Piper said,
"while at the same time showing
Christian charity to many who may
not yet know Jesus. What better way
to practice the wisdom of holy living!"

During the week of filming there
were over one hundred OWU students

Houghton Participates in
HIV/AIDS Awareness Week

li

Houghton College, working with
World Hope International,

participated in a HIV/AIDS Awareness
Week with the theme "Stop AIDS.
Keep the Promise."

Three seminars—led by Houghton
faculty—were held on campus.
"Should Americans Really Care About
the AIDS Pandemic?" discussed the

moral, ethical, and humanitarian obli

gation of Americans to AIDS interven
tion. "AIDS in Africa" discussed

the social and economic factors

causing and continuing the pandemic.
"AIDS Orphans" presented a personal
account from Houghton student Aaron
Adkins, whose family serves as
missionaries to Kenya. Adkins related
stories of his adopted siblings, some
of whom were bom HIV positive. •



at the site serving food, encouraging
workers late at night, and doing
all kinds of things to help out.
Construction was continuous for

106 hours straight.

CHILDREN GIVEN

FULL TUITION
OWU was able to offer the Whites

full tuition grants for the five children
who are still at home. Pioneer Foods

(OWU's food service) has also offered
five board plans to the kids when they
enroll at OWU.

Greg Simmons and Pete Curtis,
partners in Simmons Homes, said they
deeply appreciated that Oklahoma
Wesleyan University had stepped up
so quickly to provide scholarships for
the family and offer help in all kinds
of other ways. Because of the impact
the University had on them, they
announced that they were giving back
to help, with a gift of $50,000! God
used this event to stir the hearts of

man toward giving in so many ways.

TWENTY MILLION VIEWERS
President Everett Piper said during

the show's filming, "This is a wonder
ful opportunity for the OWU
community to show the Love of Christ
not only to the Whites, but to the
entire nation. The blessing and joy of
service and giving is something that is

¥

MikeCoiaw, directorof student ministries, accompanies the OWU Chorale and friends singing Oklahoma!

already evident to all of us who have
been involved over the past few days.
There are over 20 million weekly
viewers who watch this program that
will be able to see the difference that

the Body of Christ can make when we
all decide to put ourselves last so that
someone else can be first." •

Southern Wesleyan Dedicates
Habitat for Humanity House
Southern Wesleyan University

students, faculty, and staff members
labored to construct a Habitat for

Humanity Home last year, which was
dedicated at a service held by Pickens
County Habitat for Humanity at the
home in Easley, South Carolina.

The average Habitat for Humanity
house requires 3,000 hours of volunteer
labor. The university will contribute
$15,000 toward the cost of the house.
The home's resident's—Dustin Richard,

his two brothers, and his mother-

also worked on the construction of

the home. •

Dustin Richard, center, reads 1 John 3:16-18 during

the dedication for his new home. Also pictured are Jill
Evans, director of Pickens County Habitat for

Humanity, left; and Tracy Richard, Dustin's mother.

www.wesleyan.org nrm 9



Prayer Launches
'U.S.S. Crossroads'
For overayear, pastor Gil Jun and

the congregation at Crossroads
Community Wesleyan Church had

been struggling to meet the building
requirements set by the planning com
mission in Chino Hill, California. The
Korean-American congregation, which
joined The Wesleyan Church in 2002,
hoped to build a new facility on ground

the exterior columns for the worship
center, and even the type of sign that
would be used.

A Call to Prayer
Disappointed by several permit

rejections and additions to the
requirements, pastor Jun mobilized
his congregation to pray.

At 6:00 a.m. on the first

Saturday of every month, the
group met at the property to
pray, often bringing their chil
dren along. The prayer warriors
walked around the land, praying

for the city council,the community, and
the privilege of building their new
church. In addition, during each Sunday
service or home group meeting, similar
prayers of faith were offered. Jun says,

Pastor Jun mobilized his

congregation to pray.

owned by the Pacific Southwest
District, but the commission had
refused to recommend building permits
unless certain conditions were met. The

requirements governed such things as
the style of architecture, the heightof

-1 »Mir

"We have bathed the city and the city
officials with our prayer."

A Unanimous Answer
In answer to that prayer, the Chino

Hills city council unanimously
approved the permits on Nov. 21,
2005. According to the Chino Hills
Champion newspaper, members of
the congregation in the council cham
bers burst into applause at the news.
Pastor Jun promised the council that
Crossroads Community Wesleyan
would be a church for the whole

community—not just Koreans. Jun
said, "It has been an intensive, uphill
battle, but God gave us a victory." He
added, "The shape of our church will
be like a battleship. We call it the
'U.S.S. Crossroads!" •

v 'Tx V iviutua
INSURANCt COMP/V^RT
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Church Mutual lias been rated A+(Superior) ever)' year since 19.52 by industry analyst A.M. Best.

10 SPRING 2006



LpVE

WORTH
the

RISK

2 0 0 6
EASTER OFFERINGi

i: tor Wesleyan Evangelism and Church Growth

m ^ od'slove fills uswith courage
I for risks that are worth taking.

Risks like...

• Sharing our faith with others who do
not know Christ yet

• Crossing cultural barriers to make
new friends

• Coaching those who want to know
and do God's will better

• Starting new churches to reach new
people in new places

• Restoring hope and vision in strug
gling churches

• Spreading Christian compassion in
hurting communities

The annual Easter Offering for
Wesleyan Evangelism and Church
Growth is one way our church loves
God courageously. Our generous gifts
enable our Church to provide...

• Evangelism aids for reaching more
of our friends, relatives and neighbors
for Christ

• Support for new churches and
encouragement for church planters

• Compassion centers to show Christ's
love in cities across North America

• Church health coaches and systems
to strengthen hundreds of existing
congregations

• Leadership training and tools for
effective cross-cultural ministries

Today there are more children,youth,
young adults, mid-lifers and seniors than
ever in the U.S. and Canada who do not

know Jesus Christ - at least 187 million

souls. Help reach unreached people and
communities across North America.

Thank you for supporting Wesleyan
evangelism and church growth.

hove like this is always
worth the risk!

Donate online

or send your offering to:
Evangelism and Church Growth
The Wesleyan Church World Headquarters
PO Box 50434

Indianapolis, IN 46250-0434
www.wesleyan xtrg/ecg

Evangelism
& Church Growth



We celebrate Mother's Day
because of our need for

nurturing and love, which
most moms meet in amazing ways.
Baby churches need moms, too.

Who's Responsible?
District leaders support new

churches enthusiastically, but the dis
trict has far more to do than shepherd
one church. What a fledgling church
needs is a mother—a congregation
that will support, nurture, and mentor
it to independence. No one would
deliver a baby and say, "Now take
care of yourself." Nor do new moth
ers tell their doctor, "I delivered the
child, now you take care of it." We
realize that it is a parent's responsi
bility to care for a child until it

12 SPRiiMG 2006

Thanks, Mom
The Vital Role of

Mother Churches

reaches an age of
maturity. Likewise,

it is the responsibility
of individual churches,

not the denomination,

to reproduce and care
for our new churches.

A Better Model

In a parachute-drop church
plant, a pastor is sent into a

community without a support
team and with very few resources.
Churches begun in this way must
fight constantly to build enough
momentum to become stable.

In a maternal church plant, a new
congregation is birthed from another.
An example of this is The Vine
Wesleyan Church, near Buffalo, New
York. Both The Vine and its mother

church are experiencing tremendous
growth since the church planting.
Many of the best known churches
in America, including Willow Creek
Community Church and Mars Hill,
were mothered into existence.

Ginghamsburg United Methodist
Church (Tipp City, Ohio) sends out
hundreds of people to plant churches
yet continually grows!

By
Christopher
W. Perry

Support Is IMeeded
Circuit riders were the church

planters of the early 19th century. All
they needed was a horse and a Bible.
In those days a circuit ride went to the
places where people were living and

It is the

responsibility
of individual

churches to

reproduce and
care for cur

new churches.

started churches. Church planters
today are often equipped with little
more, but the demands on them are

much higher. The lack of resources
combined with the pressure of dealing



with an increasingly secular culture
can become overwhelming. Church
planters need support from a mother
church that will, for example, send
volunteers to help the undermanned
church pull off a big event or send an
encouraging note to the fledgling con
gregation. Financial gifts are always
encouraging to a church planter.

A Biblical Approach
God commands in Genesis 1 that

living things should reproduce, and
a church is a living thing. Paul used
this reproductive model in starting
new churches all over the world of

his day. His letters show that he
enjoyed support from others churches
as he did so. Paul instructed Timothy
to take everything he learned and
reproduce himself by passing it
along to others (2 Tim. 2:2).
The Bible speaks neither of a
Lone-Ranger Christian nor a
Lone-Ranger church.

Through a mothering relationship,
both the mother and daughter
churches grow in mutual love and
respect, rather than developing a
competitive spirit. With each new
convert and each changed life, both
congregations can rejoice that they
had the vision and passion to see
the Kingdom extended by church
reproduction.

Get Started

What can your church do? Find
out how your congregation can
become involved in birthing a new
church. Contact your district to see if
there is a church plant that you could
"adopt"? Every orphan wants a
mom—and an unsupported

LOVE

Worth the

By Phil Stevenson

Risk is the action you take when
the outcome is unclear. Risk is

what a local church does when

they invest people, finances and energy
to help start a new church. Risk is what
a planter does when he or she submerges
themselves in a culture that needs to be

connected with Christ. Risk is the local

church engaging its community through
relevant acts of compassion. Risk is the
person who invests in the lives of others
through coaching, helping them reach

church plant would welcome the
encouragement and instruction of
a mother church. •

—Chris Perry is a church planter
in the South Coastal District

maximum ministry potential. Risk is the
pastoral leader who does what it takes to
repurpose the local church toward
Missional initiatives.

In each of these actions, the outcome
is never clear. But love will risk;

because love is always worth the risk!
God risked when He sent Jesus into the

world. He risked His all so that we

might achieve our all through him.
The 2006 Easter Offering provides

resources for the risk-takers. It allows us

to invest in evangelism aids, support of
new churches, leadership training and
tools that will advance in the Kingdom
in a variety of ways.

Whatever your local church can do
will be appreciated. Your gifts are criti
cal in The Wesleyan Church becoming a
multiplying denomination. ©

-Phil Stevenson is general director
of the Department ofEvangelism

and Church Growth

WESLEYAN LiiFE 13



Onasizzling hot day, March 24,
1921, Marilyn P. Birch was
bom, the second of twins, in a

rented house at 29 Garrison St. in

Freetown, Sierra Leone, West Africa.
Her brother Marion had preceded her
by three hours, and both, by God's
grace, followed in the path of their par
ents, Frank and Zola Kinnison Birch,
becoming career missionaries for The
Wesleyan Church in Sierra Leone.

Academic Achievements
Academically gifted,Marilyn

graduated magna cum laude from
Houghton College, and was a member
of both the Phi Beta Kappa Society
and the Alpha Omega Alpha Honor
Medical Society upon her graduation
from the University of Michigan
Medical School. Following an intem-
ship and surgical preceptorship,
Marilyn served at Kamakwie Wesleyan
Hospital in Sierra Leone from 1950 to
1975.She played a key role in design
ing and building a new facility there,
completed in 1959,and in training
the hospital'snational staff". During
Dr. Birch's tenure, as many as 110
thousand patients were seen and some
800 surgeriesperformedeach year.

Personal Connections
Marilyn was beloved by patients

and had a singular ability to focus on
the individual in front of her, giving

that person her full
attention. Having been
raised in Sierra Leone,
she spoke Krio,
Temne, and Limba

and could also "pull a
litde Susu and Fullah"

when needed. An

accomplished photog

rapher, Marilyn took thousands of
pictures documenting her treatment of
numerous tropical diseases, the lyrical
beauty of the West African savannah,
the bold colors of tropical flowers, and
the winsomely attractive people of
Sierra Leone. Missionary colleagues
affectionately tell numerous stories of
Marilyn: breaking scrub during eye
surgery in a room with natural light
to photograph a sunset, planting a
palm tree on her way to the afternoon
doctor's clinic, seeing outpatients "until
the cock crowed" the following morn
ing, and misplacing her passport by
using it as a bookmark in a magazine.

An astute clinician with an unusual

sensitivity to others, Marilyn was well
known for the time she spent with
patients. On the eve of a district

Thousands of lives

have been touched

by Marilyn Birch's
exceptional abilities
and humble service.

Wesleyan church conference, the
nine-month-old son of Rev. Brima

Turay, district superintendent and
conference chairman, became ill with

a strange breathing disorder that may
have been bulbar polio. During the
desperate hours of little Richard's
illness, Marilyn sat with the family
for nearly two full days and tried

every possible medical treatment while
Pa Brima rocked Richard back and

forth on his knees, finally releasing
the child, in prayer, from his struggle
and thanking God "for lending
Richard to us for a little while."

International Honors
A captivating storyteller. Dr. Birch

engagingly related the work of The
Wesleyan Church of Sierra Leone and
Kamakwie Wesleyan Hospital during
her various furloughs. In recognition of
her service. Dr. Birch was designated
by Queen Elizabeth U, in person, as
Member of the British Empire and
in 1967 was honored as Houghton
College's first Alumna of the Year.
She received an honorary degree from
Houghton in 1977 and was named to
the college's Centennial 100 in 1983.
Following her retirement from the
mission field. Dr. Birch practiced at
the ECCO Family Health Center in
Columbus, Ohio. In 2000 she moved to

Florida to be near the family of her car
diologist brother. Dr. Larry Birch. She
peacefully entered the Lord's presence
on August 6,2005, at the age of 84,
from complications of advanced
Parkinson's disease. Thousands of lives

have been touched by Marilyn Birch's
exceptional abilities and humble serv
ice. Those who knew and loved her are

compelled by her life to say, "Well
done, good and faithful servant." •

Evvy Hay Campbell is associate professor
of intercultural studies at Wheaton College,

Wheaton, III., and a former Wesleyan mission
ary at Kamakwie Wesleyan Hospital.

Portr9i.t

Senian
•n Marilyn P. Birch

By Evvy Hay Campbell



Dr. Jim Garlow, senior pastor
of Skyline Wesleyan Church
in San Diego, California,

reports that over 17,000 guests saw
the church's Christmas production,
"Night of Light," in December.
Six hundred attendees prayed to
receive Christ during the program's
18 performances.

The multi-sensory musical
experience was performed in front
of an eight-story rock cliff in the
church's courtyard area. Strings
comprising some 3,000 lights

Skyline
•Might of Lights

Reaches 17,000were stretched

60 feet along the
mountain and six stories high.
Beneath the cliff was a re-created

town of Bethlehem, with costumed
characters and live animals.

Garlow reported that the production,
staffed by over 400 people, brought

"new energy" to
the congregation.
He added, "Even

unbelievers were

gripped and began
to weep. The normalAmerican 'gospel-
resistance' seemed to fade away each
night as I gave the invitation." •

The San Diego media covered the
event, and one television station broad
cast its weather report from the set.

Home might be where the heart is,
but is anybody home? Families

have filled their days with schedules,
appointments, practices, obligations,
and various entertainments. We run

here and there from early morning until
late evening, passing one another on
the stairs while on our way to some
where. We are aU in a hurry to go
further and move ahead and have for

gotten the significance of our home.
Home is the place of belonging,

security, and accountability. It is the
place where children leam values and
learn they are valuable. Home provides
constancy to teens whose world is
constantly changing. Home is where
we feel safe, know we are accepted,
leam how to love, and joumey through
our spiritual development.

Spiritual development in the lives
of moms, dads, and children occurs

www.wesleyan.org

daily in our homes.
Family Bible read
ing and devotions
teach children the value of God's

Word. Family prayer provides
opportunities to share needs and
praises and develops a comfort in
seeking God's guidance daily. Parents
who model Christ-like values, faith,
and disciplines provide their children
the necessary tools to develop belief,
a compass to face the challenges of
life, and a foundation to hold them

firm. Home is where our hearts are

warmed with the love of Christ lived

out in our families, where we surren

der our hearts to Him and grow habits
of service and faith. •

— Colleen Derr

Director of Children's Ministries

The Spiritual Formation Department

Home is Where
the

Heart |s
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The Wesleyan Church Holds

First International
Board Meeting

Twenty-four members were pres
ent for the first meeting of the
International Board of The

Wesleyan Church, held Jan. 7-8, 2006,
at the Rosen Centre Hotel in Orlando,
Florida. Chairman pro-tem Dr. Earle
L. Wilson was elected chairman; Rev.
Carlston Christie, General
Superintendent of the Caribbean
General Conference, vice chairman;

Rev. Oswen Cameron, secretary; and
Dr. Don Bray, treasurer.

Included in the Board's actions

was a review of the International

Conference Charter and recommenda

tions for significant changes to be
considered at the First International

Conference of The Wesleyan Church
in June of 2008. The International

Board also developed objective criteria
for a mission unit or national or

regional Church to become an estab

lished national or regional conference,
with limited but significant autonomy.

The Board appointed Dr. Charles
Joiner, Dr. Don Bray, Dr. Jerry Pence
and Rev. Kerry Kind to an educational
task force to prepare an inventory of
all Wesleyan colleges and schools
worldwide and to bring recommenda
tions to the Board of ways the North
American Universities and Colleges
might develop a greater degree of
cooperation and partnership with col
leges and schools in nations in which
there are Wesleyan Churches.

It also appointed a committee to
study poverty in the twenty-first cen
tury, and recommend ways in which
the International Conference might
work with the World Evangelical
Alliance of England and the Micro
Challenge of the U.S.A. The
Committee consists of Dr. Jo Anne

Lyon of the U.S.A., Mr. Wellington
Kollie of Liberia, and Rev. Kathlene

Kirdby of England.
The Intemational Board, in this

historic meeting, reviewed the statisti
cal reports of all countries in which
Wesleyan Churches are found;
established the date of the First

Intemational Conference and the next

meeting of the Intemational Board.
Prior to the board meeting, the very
first meeting of the International
Board of General Superintendents
was held. Attending were the five
world General Superintendents:
Rev. Carlston Christie of the

Caribbean General Conference, Rev.

Alberto Patacsil of the Philippine
General Conference, and Drs. Earle L.
Wilson, Thomas E. Armiger, and
Jerry G. Pence of the North American
General Conference. •



Center Advances
Women in Ministry

By Mari Gonlag

Called by God and gifted
for ministry: It's a great
combination! As a church,

Wesleyans believe that
God calls people to vocational min
istry. We also believe that God equips
the called with gifts for the benefit
of the whole church. Those whom

God calls are both female and male,
young and old, African-American and
Caucasian, Hispanic and Asian, "all
one in Christ Jesus" (Galatians 3:28).

Unique Challenges
The Wesleyan Church believes

that the body of Christ will be richer
and more effective if both women and

men are allowed to serve in ministry
leadership. Yet women called of God
to vocational ministry face unique
challenges because of their gender.
Many women who are called have
practical questions about acting upon
that call:

• How can I find a church where I

can follow my call?

• Where can I find other women in

ministry who share my concerns?

• How can I minister in partnership
with other staff members or my
spouse?

• How do I respond to those who
doubt my call?

A Vision for Ministry
The Center for Women in Ministry

exists to affirm and advance the gifts
of women in ministry. The center will
address the particular challenges
women face, advocating ministry
based on call and gifts, not gender. It
will help the church wrestle with
questions and explore biblical teach
ing, and it will assist women in
building networks of support, encour

www.wesleyan.org

agement, and accountability with
others in ministry. Church leaders
may consult the center to discover
gifted women who may be available
for ministry positions or speaking
engagements. The center will espe
cially focus on serving students at
Wesleyan colleges, universities, and
approved seminaries, helping ministe
rial students build networks within

the church in order to find places of
ministry.

A Church-Wide Effort

From the campus of Southern "
Wesleyan University in
Central, South Carolina,
the Center for Women in

Ministry will serve the
whole church as a board-

governed educational,
service, and research

organization.
Planners of the cen

ter include general
church leaders, rep
resentatives from all

five educational

institutions of The

Wesleyan Church,
ministers, and church

members, both

female and

male. The center is endorsed by the
Task Force on Women in Ministry,
the Wesleyan Educational Council,
and the General Board of The

Wesleyan Church.
Join us in celebrating the birth

of this vision for supporting and
strengthening The Wesleyan Church!

For further information about the

Center for Women in Ministry, visit
http://centerforwomeninministry.org. •

Dr. Mari Gonlag is professor of religion at
Southern Wesleyan University, Central, B.C.

1

Center
for Women
in Ministry
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World Headquarters and International IVIews

Planning Committee
Appointed at General
Board Meeting

The General Board of The

Wesleyan Church, at its 104th session,
appointed a committee to assist the
General Superintendents in leading the
Board's discussion of strategic and
organizational planning—which
includes self-evaluation, further defin
ing the church's mission, vision, core
values, and strategies, and measuring
the denomination's progress in fulfill
ing its mission.

Stephen F. Babby, Delbert F. Green,
Charles L. Joiner, Roger L. Metcalf,
Harry C. Wilson, and Harry F. Wood
were appointed during the Board's fall
meeting, November 16-17, at the
World Headquarters of The Wesleyan
Church.

The committee will also review

organizational structures and United
Stewardship Fund distribution. The
group will bring its first report to the
November 2006 General Board meeting.

In other actions, the General Board

closed the Wesleyan Native American
District and transferred its ministerial

membership to the districts in which
those ministers reside.

The Board also sent a resolution to

the International Conference to further

define an Established

National/Regional Conference.
The Board approved the Pacific

Southwest District's request to investi
gate the possibility of establishing a
Pacific Southwest Hispanic District
and approved the incorporation bylaws
of the Shenandoah District.

The General Board also took the

following actions:
Set the dates of June 7-11,2008,

for General Conference in Orlando,
Florida.

Recognized Dr. Norman G. Wilson
for 30 years' service to The Wesleyan
Hour.
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Elected Dr. Jack Connell, Mr. Paul
Lamos, Dr. Robert Davidson, Mr.
Kevin Knowlton, Dr. Ian Lennox, Mr.
Terry Slye, and Mr. Elwood
Zimmerman to the Houghton College
Board of Trustees

Elected Mrs. Marge Knitter, Mr.
Carl Shepherd, Mr. John M. Storey,
Rev. Thomas K. Schmidt, Mrs. Karen

Hollenbeck, Dr. Paula Quinn, and Dr.
Evrett Smith to the Indiana Wesleyan
University Board of Trustees.

Elected Rev. Dwight Nash, Mrs.
Gayle Johnson, and Mr. Dayna Beal to
the Oklahoma Wesleyan University
Board of Trustees.

Elected Judge Sherry Alloway, Dr.
Keith Carroll, Dr. Kenneth Heer, Mr.

Headquarters Hosts
l\lew Pastors

from 17 Districts

Over 70 pastors and spouses from 17
districts participated in a New Pastors'
Orientation at The Wesleyan Church
World Headquarters on November
16-17. The event was hosted by the
Board of General Superintendents and
will be repeated in November and May
each year. Wesleyan Investment
Foundation provided a grant to help
make the event possible.

The purpose of the event is to orient
newly appointed pastors to the history,
doctrine, culture, and practices of The
Wesleyan Church; to assist them in
establishing support systems that will
ensure a good start in ministry; to
introduce them to the leadership of the
Church; to inform them of the min

istries, resources and opportunities of
the Church; to reinforce the mission of

the Church; and to provide an oppor
tunity for the General Superintendents
and general officers to share their
heart for ministry and their passion for
the mission of the Church.

Joe Stallings, Rev. David Emery, Mr.
Herschel Smith, Mr. Dan Loggins, Mr.
Lee Schenck, and Mr. Keith Smith to

the Southern Wesleyan University
Board of Trustees.

Elected Rev. Mark Wilson to the

Wesleyan Native American Board of
Directors.

Elected Dr. David Spittal and Dr.
John Dunn to the Wesleyan Investment
Foundation Board of Directors.

Elected Dr. Sharon Drury, Dr. Todd
W. Guy, Mrs. Tana L. Kelly, Rev. Glen
A. Pettigrove, Rev. Joseph W. Watkins,
and Dr. Norman G. Wilson as the

General Conference Planning
Committee. •

Pastor Gil Jm and his wife Jae Heefrom
Fullerton, California, talk with Dr. Thomas

Armiger at the Pastors' Orientation

One attending pastor said, "It gave
me a real sense of belonging. My part
[in the life of the church] is bigger
than I had imagined."

When asked if he would encourage
others to attend similar gatherings,
another pastor responded,
"Absolutely! It was a wonderful expe
rience—I will even help pay their
way."

The next New Pastors' Orientation

will be held in May 2006 for those
who took their first ministry assign
ment in The Wesleyan Church
sometime during 2004. •



Newly elected Regional Superintendent
Rev. DJ. Galela and General

Superintendent Earle L. Wilson

IMeuu Regional
Superintendent
Elected in Southern

Africa Region

General Superintendent Earle L.
Wilson chaired the Southern Africa

Regional Conference, which took
place December 29,2005 to January 1.
2006. The conference was held on the

campus of the Wesleyan Evangelical
Seminary in Brakpan, South Africa.

Rev. Robert Nhlengethwa had
served for the past twelve years as
regional superintendent of the
Southem Africa Region, which

Wesleyans Assist
Earthquake Victims

A team from World Hope
International recently retumed from an
earthquake-devastated area of Pakistan.
World Hope is working in conjunction
with Eric Bahadur, national superin
tendent of The Wesleyan Church of
Pakistan, to provide relief in the
Northwest Frontier Province in the area

of the city of Oughi.
The District Officer of the Frontier

Constabulary is working closely with
World Hope and The Wesleyan Church
in the distribution of supplies. Tents
have been provided for over 3,000
students, making it possible for them
to retum to school. Tents, blankets,

www.wesleyan.org

includes Swaziland, South Africa,
and Zimbabwe. The newly elected
regional superintendent is Rev. D. J.
Galela, who had been a district
superintendent. Rev. Galela also
taught at the Evangelical Wesleyan
Bible College in Swaziland and was
the regional youth director.

The delegates from Zimbabwe were
unable to obtain visas to attend the

conference because of political unrest
in that country.

There are 706 ministers and other

Christian workers in the Southem

Africa Regional Conference, which
comprises 10,000 members in 217
churches. Esther Phillippe, principal
of the Bible college in Swaziland, and
Dorcas Croft, missionary teacher at
the Bible college, were present at
the conference, along with Global
Partner's area director for Africa,
Rev. Lindsay Cameron.

The Wesleyan work in Southem
Africa is now 100 years old and one of
the longest standing Wesleyan missions.
The leadership of the church in Southem
Africa, with its fourteen districts, is fully
in the hands of the Africans. •

food, clothing, and other supplies have
been provided for families also. The

Wesleyan Publishing
House Honors Drury

Keith Drury was honored by
Wesleyan Publishing House for his
lasting contribution to communicating
the message of holiness through the
book Holiness for Ordinary People.

General Publisher Donald D. Cady
presented the Wesleyan Publishing
House Impact Award to Drury in
recognition of the more than 20 years
the book has been in print. First pub
lished in 1984, it has been translated
into Spanish, Russian, and Japanese.

The award was made in

Indianapolis during the fifth annual
Christian Writers' Workshop, at which
Dmry was a keynote speaker along
with intemationally known songwriter
and author Gloria Gaither. •

next distribution will be of corrugated
metal housing for 500 families.#

Jo Anne Lyon, executive director of World Hope; Eric Bahadur; and a
Pakistani police official distribute reliefsupplies to earthquake victims.
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Wesleyan News

Armiger Reports
on GS/DS Meeting

General Superintendent Thomas E.
Armiger reported that thirty-one District
Superintendents and spouses gathered
with the General Superintendents at the
Rosen Center in Orlando, Florida,

January 9-11,2006, for the District
Superintendent Institute. This annual
event is designed for leadership devel
opment, personal enrichment, and to
dialogue together on church-wide
issues. The ladies focused their sharing
times on "Women Leading Women,"
highlighting materials and ideas on
ministry to the pastoral family.

Dr. Gil Stieglitz was the resource
person for the training on Monday. He
presented four sessions describing his
role as District Superintendent of the

Western District of the Evangelical
Free Churches of America. He is also

the founder and president of Principles
To Live By and an adjunct professor
at Western Seminary (Sacramento
extension).

His district of 47 churches, after

launching leadership development
training for pastors, saw the average
worship attendance double in just two
years. His innovative approach was not
only refreshing but provided new mod
els for working with local churches.
One District Superintendent wrote a
note to say "thanks for all the hard
work and planning what went into the
DS Institute ...I learned a lot and

found Gil to be very inspirational."
The next day the DS Institute

focused around those "dashboard

indicators of district health and

growth," along with the role expecta
tions for both District and General

Superintendents. There was agree
ment that the indicators should

revolve around our mission statement

of exalting Christ, evangelizing the
lost, discipling believers, equipping
the Church, and ministering to soci
ety. Measurable gauges were charted
within each area, along with noting
the five-year trend markers to track.

The Institute closed with a joint sup
per together. District Superintendents
gathering in Area Caucuses, and a final
session handling miscellaneous busi
ness items. This annual event provides
opportunity for mutual sharing and
learning together. •

An Outline History of
The Wesleyan Church

Southern Wesleyan Grows as
Centennial Celebration Begins

Southern Wesleyan University (SWU) is attracting
record numbers of students as it prepares to celebrate 100
years of providing a quality education with a Christian
perspective.

The university was founded by leaders who promised
to "help men and women become what God has designed
them to be."

"In 2006, the university will celebrate 100years of achiev
ing that goal," said Janelle Beamer, university spokesperson.
"The year will be filled with events that commemorate the
university's history and celebrate its future."

Southern Wesleyan University prepares students for
leadership and graduate study in religion, education,
music, business, medicine, law and a variety of civic and
social service professions. Southern Wesleyan offers 22
major areas of study for undergraduates and graduate
degrees in the areas of business, education, and ministry.
The university's main campus is in Central, South
Carolina, and the school has regional learning centers in
Greenville, Columbia, Charleston, and North Augusta.

The university began October 15, 1906,as Wesleyan
Methodist Bible Institute. In 1909 the school was chiirtered as

Wesleyan Methodist College.

~Ae
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Church

Let M. Halnei anj Paul Wllliim Thonai

This thorough history of The

Wesleyan Church now takes you

from the conversion and ministry

of John Wesley through the 2004

General Conference. This history

explains the doctrines, the work

of the Church, and the events

and people that shaped it. This

updated version also includes a

new, easy reference index.

BKBL59 $15.99 PC02690009
wesleyan
publishing
house

/gnrt'ng 9 piuhf iO' Oo<i in 9Jf o/

Order by Phone: 1.800.493.7539

or Online: www.iniesieyan.org/wph



In 1928 the school became a junior
college with a four-year theological
degree offering. In 1958 the high school
academy and junior college at the
institution were accredited by the
Commission on Colleges of the
Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools. The year 1963 brought
reorganization as a four-year liberal
arts institution with the name Central

Wesleyan College. The Leadership
Education for Adult Professionals

program, now called Adult and
Graduate Studies, was established
in 1986. The college was renamed as
Southern WesleyanUniversity in 1995.

"Historically, the founders of the
college understood linguistic, quanti
tative, and analytical skills to be the
foundation of a liberal arts educa

tion," Beamer said. "Further, they
believed that the cultivation of this

curriculum within the context of faith,
worship, studies in religion, and serv
ice to others created a fertile soil for

intellectual and spiritual growth."
As part of the centennial celebra

tion, the university has commissioned
religion professor Dr. Robert Black to
write a history of the institution. The
book. How Firm a Foundation, will
be released during the institution's
100th year of operation.

SWU administrators and professors
are working to meet the needs of
record numbers of students. "The

student population at Southern
Wesleyan has been growing consis
tently during the last decade," Beamer
said. "Today, statewide enrollment
figures are approaching 2,500."

From 1993 to 2003, enrollment

increased by 1,148 students—a 176
percent increase. In the fall of 2003, the
number of traditional students at the

university's main campus in Central
reached 617, an 11 percent increase
from the previous year. Resident students
at the Central campus increased by 16
percent during the same time period.

Southern Wesleyan University has
addressed the institution's infrastructure

needs with two new buildings that were
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completed before the fall 2005 semester.
A new residence hall accommodates 200

students in suites or hotel-style rooms.
The facility also offers housing for sum
mer conferences at the university. A new
dining hall and student center affords
seating for 500 students as well as 500
guests.

The university has added four
new majors to meet the needs of
today's students: forensic science,
forensic computer science, communi
cations, and management of
information technology. •

Wesleyan Women
Receiues Award from

American Bible Society

Wesleyan Women was presented
the Globe Award from the American

Bible Society in recognition of their
longstanding partnership that has
produced donations totaling some
$300,000. Martha Blackburn, general
director of Wesleyan Women, received
the award in November at the Global

Bible Summit in New York City. The
American Bible Society—an organiza
tion founded in 1816 that focuses on

the translation, publication, and distri
bution of Bibles—has been an affiliate

of The Wesleyan Church since its
inception. •
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Thousands Commit
to Bible Reading
at LogosS
Hundreds of students called into

vocational or dedicated lay
ministry. Hundreds more drawn

into a deeper relationship with Jesus.
Thousands of wonderful people com
mitting to reading the entire Bible this

year. That is how God might
be pleased to describe the four
Wesleyan Youth conventions that
took place in December. Over 7,000
attended the events held in Boston,

Denver, Grand Rapids, and Orlando
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As the keynote
and seminar speakers
encouraged every-

Logoso
Impressions

By Mark Moore

The scene is always sim
ilar: crowds of students

'T ""3^ ;

in the lobby of a four-star
hotel, packs of junior high girls giggling as they exit an
elevator on which they Just pushed every button, tribes
of college students walking the brisk downtown streets.
But Wesleyan youth conventions are about more than just
invading a major American metropolis every two years,
they are about life change. My life was changed in
Cincinnati in 1994, along with most other pastors my age
who were called into full-time ministry at that convention.

This years area conventions were no different. Denver,
Grand Rapids, Boston, Orlando. I was in Denver and saw
firsthand the swarm of students that filled the altars,

students that will never be the same. Smoke, lights, 70-
foot video walls, world-class bands all complimented the
amazing work that God orchestrated across three days,
four cities, and over 7,000 students. Life change was the
underlying theme again, as it will be in '07. ©



one to draw near to God

and "do the Word" every
day, it was evident that
God was speaking.J"Many have come away
with clear direction for a

personal call and a
renewed commitment to personally
engage the written Word of God on a
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igniting a paaion for Cod in all ofllfal

daily basis," said Dr. Jim Dunn,
general director of the Department
of Spiritual Formation. "Those two
items were our main outcome goals
forLogos5." •
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Wesleyan

Wesleyan Response
to Tsunami Updated

After the December 2004 tsunami

hit Southeast Asia, World Hope
International responded immediately,
specifically in Sri Lanka and
Indonesia. Partnering with the national
staff in those countries, Wesleyans
completed a number of relief projects.
The following summary shows the
response of The Wesleyan Church,
one year after the disaster:

Immediate emergency relief sup
plies were provided to 35,000 people.

Temporary shelter was provided for
50 families.

Livelihood projects were initiated
for 18 families.

Micro-business startup grants were
provided to 30 families.

Land was

purchased for home-
building on behalf
of 30 families.

There were 117

permanent homes
constructed at a cost

of $5,000 per home,
and 53 additional

homes are scheduled

for completion in 2006.
A school is currently under

construction on the island of Nias

after a land grant was provided to
World Hope International by the
Indonesian government.

Farm reclamation projects were
undertaken on Nias.

A.

Land was purchased for a new
church.

The work continues in 2006 with

home building, micro-loans and grants,
agriculture projects, and sharing the
good news of Jesus Christ through
word and deed. •

Over 2,000 WdPld Hope volunteers
have prGvided relief in the U.S. Gulf Coast.

r

Empowering villagers
in Zambia to care for

2,600 orphans and
vulnerable children

Operating a :
U.N. recognized
microllnance

Institution in

Liberia

J
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Meanwhile World Hope was also:
Embracing young

girls rescued
from brothels in

Cambodia

And much more...

Thank you for allyou are making possible
through World Hope International!

r^WORLD HOPE
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4 P.O. Box 96338
Washington, DC 20090-6338

www.worldhope.org



It's Not Over Yet:
Wesleyan Volunteers Still Needed to
Assist Gulf Coast Families
££ • t's SO frustrating," said

* Dr. Jerry Pence, General
Superintendent for the West
Central Area of The Wesleyan
Church. "My recliner in our

family room is only eight steps away
from our kitchen. Yet, it only takes
me five steps to forget what I got up
to go get from there! Forgetfulness
plagues billions of us. Unfortunately,
though, it often means additional
disappointment and suffering for
people who already feel forgotten and
forsaken. Hurricanes, tsunamis, earth
quakes, terrorist attacks, civil war,
poverty, and hunger all leave people
behind whose daily hope is simply
that help will come soon."

Scenes of Devastation

Roy and Joycelyn Mistretta are
two retirees in East New Orleans,
Louisiana, who are glad someone
remembered them. The home they
built and lived in for 43 years was
devastated by Hurricane Katrina
when four feet of filthy water from
broken levees rushed through their
neighborhood. Five months later,
their house was still filled with toxic

mold and a life-time of ruined pos
sessions and memories. With no

homeowner's insurance, Joycelyn
facing a serious surgery, and Roy on
a fixed income, their situation was

depressing.

Wesleyan Teams Respond
Then, his daughter heard about

World Hope International at her
church. She got a phone number and
encouraged her dad to call the World
Hope office at Family of Faith
Community Wesleyan Church in
Kenner, a nearby New Orleans sub
urb. Andrea Babin, World Hope's

www.wesleyan.org

disaster relief site

coordinator, assessed

Roy's situation and
then assured him that

people who cared would^y
soon be there to help. ^

On January 30, ^
a team of Texas and

Louisiana Wesleyan pas
tors and volunteers from

Christ Wesleyan Church
in Milton, Pennsylvania,
accompanied by
Dr. Pence and Texas-

Louisiana District

Superintendent Dwight
Nash, arrived at the Mistretta's home.

A mountain of moldy, mildewed fur
niture, useless appliances, soggy
carpet, warped paneling, and crum
bling drywall was soon heaped on the
curb in front of the house. Less than

48 hours later, the entire interior was
stripped to the studs, bare floor and
rafters. Every exposed surface was
power-washed with a mold-killing,
five-to-one solution of water and

chlorine bleach. After inspections and
building permits are secured, other
volunteers will be needed to help the
Mistrettas install drywall and other
essentials so that they can finally
move back home.

Continuing Need
Over 110 families in New Orleans

no longer feel forgotten, thanks to
thousands of Wesleyans who are giv
ing money, materials, food, time, and
talents for disaster relief efforts.

Outstanding organization and coordi
nation provided by World Hope
International have amplified these
expressions of Christian compassion.

With an estimated one-third of

flood and hurricane damaged homes

Homeowner Roy Mistretta (center right in red shirt), General
Superintendent Jerry Pence (standing to Mr. Mistretta's left),

Texas-Louisiana District Superintendent Dwight Nash (standing to
Mr. Mistretta's right), .seven Texas-Louisiana District pastors, and

nearly a dozen (ay volunteers from Christ Wesleyan Church in
Milton, PA,formed just one of World Hope International's hurricane

relief teams serving displacedfamilies in New Orleans.

in New Orleans still uninhabitable.

World Hope has extended plans for
its immediate relief efforts there

through December 2006. Donations
of building materials (plywood sheet
ing, drywall and supplies, roofing
materials, dimensional lumber),
cleaning supplies (bleach, masks,
gloves, Lysol, Mr. Clean, etc.) and
non-perishable food items are still
desired. Skilled construction volun

teers are especially needed for the
rebuilding phase that is now under
way. Work teams and supply
deliveries must be coordinated

through the World Hope Disaster
Relief office, which can be contacted

by e-mail at relief@worldhope.net or
by phone at 1-888-466-4673, ext.
106. Financial donations designated
for "Hurricane Relief may be sent to
the Texas-Louisiana District of The

Wesleyan Church, 3701 W. Spring
Creek Parkway, Piano, TX 75023-
3838 or to World Hope International,
PO Box 96338, Washington DC,
20090. Online donations to World

Hope may be made at www.world-
hope.org. •
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Wesieyan News

WBCA Honors Foster Piatt

«.> ''Q A

Foster Piatt, founder of Wesleyan
Bible Conference Association (WBCA)
was honored, along with his wife Mary,
for his contribution to the life of

Wesleyan Bible Conference Association
on Foster Piatt Day, January 10, 2006.
Approximately 450 people were present
to pay tribute. Rev. Martin Mull, presi
dent of the Wesleyan Bible Conference
Association said, "In reality every day
could be observed as Foster Piatt day,
for we daily enjoy many benefits
brought about as the fruit of their labors
many years ago." He proceeded to tell
of the struggles and sacrifices that the
Piatts made to bring Wesleyan Village,
Brooksville, Florida, into existence.

In 1956, Rev. Piatt was Conference
president and chaired a committee to
find a suitable place for holding
Wesleyan conferences, camp meetings,
and youth camps. Piatt had a vision for
the property to be large enough to serve
as a future retirement center for

Wesleyans. The original purchase of 30
acres in Brooksville, Florida, was made

for $2,700 in 1956. The complex, which
Rev. Piatt built with volunteer labor,

includes a number of houses, part of a
current church, a two-story dormitory,
caretaker's house, dormitories for youth
camp, dining room, and a parsonage.
The property now consists of 275 acres.
Over 750 Wesleyan winter at Wesleyan
Village and 300 live there year round. •

who Are the wesleyans?

The Wesleyan Church is an evangelical,
Protestant denomination. We offer the

good news that faith in Jesus Christ
makes possible a wonderful personal
relationship with God, a holy life
empowered by His Spirit for witness
and service, and assurance of eternal
life in heaven. Our name is in honor of

John Wesley, the founder of Methodism,
whose emphasis on a life of faith,
self-discipline, and perfect love is
our example. Each week, more than
300,000 Wesleyans meet in over 4,000
churches and missions in 72 nations

worldwide.

What We Belieue

Wesleyans believe in one God, who is
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and the
Savior of all men and women who put
their faith in Him alone for etemal life.

We believe that those who receive new

life in Christ are called to be holy in
character and conduct, and can only live
this way by being filled with the Lord's
Spirit.Webelieve in the Bibleand seek
to establish our faith and actions on its
teachings. We believe God
wills for people everywhere
to know Him and that ^ ^
the purpose of the WESLEYAl^ M
Church is to tell ^ ^

the world about

Christ through its worship,
wimess, and loving deeds.

dup Vision
Equipping and empowering churches
for Great Commission ministries in

the spirit of the Great Commandment

ror -visrs information, go to

www.wesleyan.org



It was great getting away with my
son Josh and brother "Doc" for a

day. We've enjoyed a couple of these
opportunities to share the experience of
rock climbing in the mountains of west-
em North Carolina. The cool November

morning could not have made a more
perfect day to be outdoors. The leaves
were still in full color and set against a
brilliant blue sky as we headed toward
the gray mass of granite on the horizon,
which we would conquer once again.

A Challenging Climb
Doc was the first to head up the 100-

foot first pitch of Looking Glass, a huge
rock dome in the Mt. Pisgah National
Forest. Josh soon followed, with Doc
belaying from above. The moment Josh
clipped off of belay and onto safety, I
took a long breath, said a quick prayer,
and started up. Within the first twenty
feet, a familiar feeling of panic swept
over me. My legs weakened and began
to shake a bit, my heart rate accelerated,
and my breathing became short and
choppy. I was reminded of a promise
I'd made to Doc after our last outing:
"No more vertical climbs; from now on,
I'll just hike and take pictures."

A Reason to Climb
Yet there are reasons why I look

forward to these adventures, in spite
of the fear they evoke. Eleven years
ago I was reading a short passage of
Scripture from the pulpit for my senior
pastor. On that moming Isaiah 55:9
became my personal mission statement:

Climbing
Higher

By Ken E. Klein

"As the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your
ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts." The Lord did not say His
ways were further out, which would
suggest a Christian walk, but rather that
His ways are higher, which suggest that
we are to become climbers. I began to
see that following Christ is the ultimate
climb into His higher and holy ways.

Ascent Lessons
Doc is a great lead climber. And as

a rock climbing instructor of over 20
years' experience, he has led many
people in the adventure of a lifetime. 1,
too, have enjoyed leading others for the
last ten years as a climbing instructor
of sorts. Although Doc's students are
on a physical
climb and mine

are on a spiritual
one, our teach

ings are parallel.
Doc has taught
me about the

need to use the

right equipment
and the proper
technique. He
has shared

with me the

importance of
perfection: mis
takes are costly.
And he has

helped others
overcome obsta

cles that were

once viewed as

impossibilities. .

I have done the same with my
students. As spiritual climbers, our
belayer is Christ, who can be trusted,
and carabineers are the golden truths
from His proven Word. The higher we
climb, the greater the value of our
rope—faith.

Climb On
So why do I keep making these

often-terrifying climbs? I value the
time with my son and brother, whom I
love. I enjoy making memories. I love
the challenge of stretching myself, the
view from the top and accompanying
feeling of victory. But most important,
these climbs remind me of who I am

and of what I'm called to do for the

rest of my life. I am a holiness
preacher, and my greatest desire is to
help as many others as possible
ascend to our Lord's higher ways.

On, Belay Lord, my life is in Your
hands. •

Ken Klein is executive pastor at
Mt. Zion Wesleyan Church in
Tliomasville, North Carolina

1 New Release!
Strenqtli

"Nothing is more certain in life
than loss and change. Readers
can carry away from Martha
Evans Sparks' book what the title
promises: Strength for Today:
Daily Encouragement through
Life's Transitions. She reminds

readers that no matter what their

age, they remain vital human
beings, loved of God, with power,
under His direction to weather the

transitions and losses of aging."

Harold G. Koenig, M.D.
Duke University Medical Center

\! A R T fi A i: \ \ S -s > [• \ R K N Order for yourself
and your friends!BKBL59 $9.99 PC02690009

wesleyan
publishing
house

J^uy3for only $25!
» Mention coupon code
1| StrengthLifeOS when ordering.

• -^'*9 ' ^ Cod 'n

1 Offer valid March 75 through April 15, 2006.

Order by Phone: 1.800.493.7539

or Online: infww.wesleyan.org/wph



ready
to

experience the difference a
Christian college will

make in your life.

Apply today

1-800-CU-AT-SWU

www.swu.edu

Why settlefor success?

Reachfor significance!

weSleyan/
UNIVERSITY

1 9 006

EdaKotiom.
A Christian Perspeethe

Wesleyan Higher Education

Rldgways Honored by
Kingsley College

Two hundred people gathered to honor
Dr. Jim and Mrs. Melva Ridgway for their
sacrificial service to Kingsley College in
Melbourne, Australia (formerly Wesleyan
Methodist Bible College). Jim Ridgeway
had carried on the vision of his father,

Kingsley Ridgway, to have an institution in
Australia where Wesleyan pastors could be
properly trained for ministry. That vision
brought the college into being in 1949.One
week prior to the Kingsley College honors.
Dr. and Mrs. Ridgeway celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary. •

Indiana

Wesleyan
IMames Vice
President

Dr. Michael Bonner

has been named vice

president for graduate
and adult studies at Indiana Wesleyan
University (IWU). Dr. Henry Smith, who
will become IWU president July 1,
announced the appointment. Dr. Bonner
holds a doctorate from the University of
Maryland. He previously served for 25
years in the Montgomery County,
Maryland, public school system, where he
was a teacher, principal, supervisor, and
central office administrator. •

Indiana Wesleyan IMames
Administrators

Jerry Shepherd has been named vice
president for enrollment management and
marketing, and Dr. Sharon Drury has been
named dean of adult and professional
studies at Indiana Wesleyan University
(IWU). Shepherd and Drury both hold
bachelor and master's degrees from IWU,
and Drury has earned a doctorate from
Regent University. Shepherd has been

affiliated with IWU for 25 years; Drury
was a student in the university's first adult
education class in 1985. •

Former Pepperdlne
Provost is Visiting
Scholar at Oklahoma
Wesleyan

Oklahoma Wesleyan
University (OWU)
appointed Dr. William
Adrian, former provost
of Pepperdine University,
as its visiting scholar in
international higher edu
cation and as fellow of

the Oklahoma Wesleyan Public
Philosophy Institute for the 2005-2006
academic year.

Dr. Graham Walker, vice president
for academic affairs and dean at OWU,

invited Adrian to join the university's
community for a year. The two met last
fall, before Adrian left for Slovakia
to serve as a Fulbright scholar, and
discovered they had mutual interests in
Christian higher education.

Adrian plans to continue writing and
doing research on the historical develop
ment and role of universities in the

United States and abroad. He will also

assist Walker in the development of the
university's Public Philosophy Institute. •

Wesleyan IMamed
Associate Dean at
Asbury's Beeson Center

Dr. Jack Connell,

senior pastor of
Crosswinds

Wesleyan Church in
Canandaigua, New
York, has been named
associate dean of the

Beeson Center for

Biblical Preaching and Advanced Church
Leadership at Asbury Seminary, effective
July 1, 2006. Under Connell's leadership
at Crosswinds Wesleyan, there has been
an increase in attendance from 300 to

1,300. Before serving at Crosswinds,
Connell served congregations throughout
New York State, including Houghton
Wesleyan Church. •



Wilber T. Dayton
Scholarship Awarded

During the Wesleyan
Church Denominational

Reception at Asbury
Theological Seminary's
Ministry Conference,
the Wilber T. Dayton
Scholarship was
presented to Matthew 'Chopper' Brown.
Chopper, and his wife, Andrea, are
from our Dakota District, and are

planning to graduate this spring and seek
a place of pastoral ministry. Chopper
has been the leader of our Asbury
Wesleyan Community for the past two
years, overseeing the fellowship events
for our Wesleyan students. The Wilber
T. Dayton Scholarship is our highest
award, given in honor of Dr. Dayton,
a former Asbury professor. •

Wesleyan Seminary
Foundation Awards

Scholarships
The Wesleyan Seminary Foundation

awarded The Endowment Scholarship
to the following students in November:
Mark Benjamin, Timothy Hibschman,
Matthew LeRoy, Richard Proper, and
Kyle Ray.

This scholarship is provided through
The Wesleyan Church for Wesleyans
studying at Asbury Theological
Seminary's Wilmore, Kentucky, cam
pus. The award is based on commitment
to excellence in academics, churchman-
ship, and potential for leadership in The
Wesleyan Church, as indicated by a
vote of the students' peers.

Asbury Theological Seminary is the
preferred seminary for training Wesleyan
pastors and church leaders. Some 80

L to R: Rick Proper, Matthew LeRoy,
and Timothy Hibschman

(Not pictured: Mark Benjamin and Kyle Ray)

Wesleyans are enrolled at the seminary,
including enrollments from both cam
puses—Wilmore, Kentucky, and
Orlando, Florida—as well as the school's

online Extended Learning Program
Rev. Steven Willingham is the cam

pus director of The Wesleyan Seminary
Foundation. •

Atlantic District Celebrates

Moncton Renovation; Sends
Relief Teams to Southern U.S.

Moncton Wesleyan Church, New Brunswick,
Canada, (Senior Pastor Laurel D. Buckingham)
celebrated the Grand Opening of their renovated
and enlarged facilities January 22. Total attendance
exceeded 2800 and more than $480,000 was commit
ted to be given in 2006 toward the construction of
the new worship center.

Two disaster relief teams from the Atlantic

District headed for the southern U.S. in February.
Approximately 75 volunteers were involved in the
two teams—one headed to Mobile, Alabama, under
the auspices of Christian Outreach International,
and the other to New Orleans under the auspices of
World Hope International.

The COl team of more than 50 people was
primarily drawn from Grand Manan and included
Pastor Kirk Perry. The World Hope team of some 25
was led by Pastor Neville Gosman from Sussex. •

www.wesleyan.Qrg

TYNDALE
Seminary

Faculty Position: Chair of Wesley Studies
lyndale Seminary, a transdenominational graduate institution in the
evangelical Protestant tradition, invites applications and nominations
for a full-time tenure track faculty position as the Chair of Wesley
Studies. The position involves teaching courses in Wesley studies and
related fields, engaging in scholarly research, supervising theses, and
linking with students and constituents from Wesleyan denominations.
Desired qualifications include a PhD (or equivalent) in a relevant field,
a proven record of teaching and scholarship, and a commitment to
a Wesleyan theological stance. Letters of application should be
accompanied by a current curriculum vitae, a sample of scholarly writing,
and the names and contact information for three referees. The search

committee will begin its review of applications immediately and
will continue until the position is filled. Interested candidates should
submit documentation in confidence to:

The Wesley Chair Search Committee, do Ms. Cathie Kearsley,
Director of Human Resources, Tyndale University College &
Seminary, 25 Ballyconnor Court, Toronto, Ontario, Canada,
M2M 4B3. Email: empIoyment@tyndale.ca
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Church Sends Members

-^$10,000
Kingdom Assignment

• Recognize this money is not yours.
It belongs to God. He is investing
it in you so you'll invest it in His
Kingdom.

• Join with your small group to do
something outside the walls of the
church to build God's Kingdom.
Pool your money together, then
pray and ask what God would have
your group do with the resources
He entrusted to you. Then do it. If
you're not in a small group, join
with your family or friends.
Remember, we're better together!

• Report back in 30 days and tell
what your group did and what the
results were. Remember the Parable

of the Talents in Matthew 25:14-30.

On a weekend in November, the

church dedicated a portion of its worship
services to celebrating what people did
with their Kingdom Assignment and the
impact it made on the community. •

Kentwood Community Wesleyan
Church in Kentwood, Michigan,
gave ten-dollar bills to over

1,000 of its 2,800 members on a week
end in October. Along with the money
was given the challenge to do something
with it that would build God's kingdom.

A Teaching Tool
The project, called Kingdom

Assignment, was intended to teach
believers that God wants to use them

to make a difference in the world and

that He has already given them the
resources needed to make it happen.

Rev. Rich Avery, Kentwood's pastor
of community care, said "Every day.

each of us are presented with opportuni
ties to help someone in need. Too often,
we miss these opportunities to make a
difference because we don't have eyes to
see the need, or we think we don't have
the resources needed to help. We're giv
ing out ten dollars to show people that a
little money, along with a little faith, can
go a long way to do something signifi
cant for God's Kingdom."

With 'Strings' Attached
Money was given at each of the

church's three weekend services, and
just over 1,000 people accepted the
challenge. The money was given with
the following instructions:

to find your place in the world
start in a place that honors the search

where students and professors collaborate in service,
where learning goes deep scientists and musicians pray together,

idealism and realism meet and athletes study global economic competition
and disciplines intersect

where a medical victory in Malawi

begins with a microscope in Houghton, New York

where scholar-servants face the world

with truth and hope.

Houghton
College ahigher purpose

in mind

What is a

scholar-servant?

Start here: www.houghton.edu/
scholar-servant



Central Canada Church Helps
Revitalize Sister Church

Highland Park Wesleyan Church
had a unique service Sunday
morning, January 22. The day
marked the first service in

which two churches—Sunnyside
(Ottawa, Ontario) and Highland Park
(Westboro, Ontario)—became sister

churches. Approximately forty people
from Sunnyside were grafted into the
congregation at Highland Park. A bless
ing and commissioning service for those
individuals was held on January 15.
Rev. Clint Curie, a former Sunnyside
pastor (1995-2001), is the pastor of the
blended congregation. Speaking of the
first blended service Rev. Curie says,
"There was a genuine spirit of worship
there... We all had a sense that this was

really one church under Christ."

Instead of planting a new church,
which had been contemplated for six
years, leadership at Sunnyside felt
God's leading to become a sister church
with Highland Park. Rev. Brent Russett,
senior pastor of Sunnyside Wesleyan,
says, "We hope that this will happen in
more than name. Programs like
Caravan, Living Waters, and Mom's

Bible Study will be available to people
from both congregations. Groups like
Wesleyan Women may have some joint
meetings. Small groups may draw from
both church communities. In general,
from now on there will be a close min

istry relationship between Sunnyside
and Highland Park." •

WWWV

61o^

Therefore, go...
Matthew 28:T9-20

www.prayglvego.com
8061707.7715



Wesleyan

Ohio Church Shares
Facilities with Hispanic
Church Plant

Pastor Janette Post and the congre
gation of Wesley Memorial Wesleyan
Church, Washington Court House,
Ohio, have opened their hearts and
doors to a new Hispanic congregation.
Rev. Maria Acuna, who currently
serves as assistant pastor at Columbus
Vida Abundante Church, along with
her husband, will plant the church,
which will share facilities with the

congregation of Wesley Memorial. •

Florida Church Intentional
about Outreach

Pastor Noel Bates of Largo Wesleyan
Church in the Florida District designated
October 2005 as Outreach Month and

asked the congregation to pray and plan
for the event. Pastor Noel preached a
salvation message for Heaven Week,

October 9. Revival services were held

during the month, during which Rev.
Luis Martinez emphasized the impor
tance of being a witness. The month
concluded with a screening of the
film Last Flight Out. Over 60 people
sought the Lord in some way during
the month, with 50 praying for
salvation. •

Atlantic District Church

Impacts Community
Pastor Peter Thomas and Corbett

Avenue Wesleyan Church in Fredericton,
New Brunswick, recently took on the
challenge of collecting two tons of
food, clothing, and toiletries for the
Fredericton Food Bank. The outreach

was part of the church's 40 Days
of Community campaign. Total
collections for the program reached
10,750 pounds. •

1

AVhO will dlCtStC what happens to your
children, property, and remaining assets?

v The state or You?
I YOU decide when you have a properly prepared updated Will!

y-.-- Awill enables you to do the following:
^ i| 1. Name aperson representative or executor who will oversee the
I ft disposition ofyour estate according to your desires and intentions.

? : • 9 Nominate a"guardian of the person" to raise minor children if
other parent is not available.

Provide a guardian to handle any property minor children might inherit.

jgj^r Make gifts and care for the needs of person other than family members.
^ Prevent unnecessary taxes and costs in the settlement ofyour estate.

Continue your Christian stewardship after your death by making special
^ ^ .gifts to charitable organizations, such as your local Wesleyan church.

^nBll^lphig dtkuments ;piay be obtained FRE£, at no charge, from Stewardship Ministries,
fibth husband and 'Svife - Living Will - Power ofAttorney for Health Care & Finances)

^PFCiili the number below for more information.

800-627-;2537 simmHip
Steward^p Ministries - ADepartm^t of The Wesleyan Church



Save the dates

• January 2-5 ^Cintimlng'OJ
WESLEYAN.ORG/THEGATHERING

^';i

The Gathering '07 is an incredible opportunity for
Renewing, rekindling and retooling your ministry vitality.

The most urgent need ofMst Century^
churches is healthy leaders.

tlNorth American conference for ministers and spouses at
cthe Wyndham Resort in Orlando, Florida. Urgent topics,
^anointed speakers and Spirit-filled worship with.your

artners in ministry ~ plan to attend today!

Wc.a^dn In^-estmciit FoundsHionana the DcpaUment of Evangelism & Church GrowthRetool

WESLEYAN M INISTRY CONFERENCE 2007 - ORLANDO FLORIDA -

•J

Some million adults in the

United States—about one in 20—

have such poor English skills that
they can't read a newspaper,
understand the directions on a

bottle of pills, or carry on a
basic conversation, according
to a National Assessment of

Adult Literacy survey.
—Pastor's Weekly Briefing

Wesleyan Medical
Fellowship

Hishands,Ourhands

Wesleyan Medical Fellowship is an auxiliary of The Wesleyan Church.

WMF is SERVICE—
• financial support for patients who can't offord food,

medicine, surgery, medical treotment
• funding for continuing education of medical missionary

personnel and national medical stoff

WMF is COMMUNICATION—
• 0 quarterly newsletter and local chapter meetings
• a quadrennial convention presenting current and relevant

Christian medical issues
Wesleyan Medical Fellowship

General Director Storer W. Emmett MD

7373 Park Drive

Houghton, NY 14744
swemmett@yahao.com • 585-567-4574

WMF is VOLUNTEERISM—
• including short-term mission trips

For more information, E-mail at $wemmett@yahoo.com
orphone 585.567.4574. Visit our website at
www.wesleyan.org/wwm/wmf.htm.



Obituaries

Powers, Rev. Raymond B. (77)

Rev. Raymond B. Powers resided in
Roanoke, Va., at the time of his death.
He is survived by his wife, Doris
Murphy Powers; two sons; and four
grandchildren. Powers began his min
istry in 1953 as an evangelist in both
preaching and song, serving in that
capacity for over 11 years. He later
served for a total of 34 years as pastor
to churches throughout Virginia,
including Richmond, Lynchburg,
Roanoke, and Blacksburg. He served
also in several leadership roles within
the Virginia District of The Wesleyan
Church.

Ferguson, Rev. Robert
(Bob) Church (82)
Rev. Robert Ferguson resided in North
Carolina at the time of his death. He

is survived by his wife of 59 years,
Virginia Taylor Ferguson; two sons;
two daughters; eight grandchildren;

and one great-granddaughter. He was
ordained as a Wesleyan minister in
1951 by Dr. J. D. Abbott and served
for forty years in three Wesleyan
churches in the Cincinnati/Dayton,
Ohio area. Since his retirement in

1985, he has been a member of First
Wesleyan Church in High Point, North
Carolina, where he served several

years as visitation pastor.

Shockley, Rev. Frederick L. (87)
Rev. Frederick L. Shockley resided in
Gallipolis, Ohio, at the time of his
death. He is survived by his wife.
Ruby Lee Shockley; and two daugh
ters. Rev. Shockley was a graduate of
God's Bible School and College in
Cincinnati, Ohio, and an ordained

minister of the Greater Ohio District.

He served as pastor to several Ohio
churches, including Crown City
Wesleyan Church, and as an evangel
ist for many years.

"Then these righteous
ones lAilll reply, 'Lord,
when did we ever see

you hungry and feed
you? Or thirsty and
give you something to
drink? Or a stranger and
show you hospitality?
Or naked and give you
clothing? When did we
ever see you sick or in
prison, and visit you?'
And the King will tell
them, 'I assure you,
when you did it to one of
the least of these my
brothers and sisters,

you were doing it to me!"'

-Matthew 25:37-40 [NLT]

what you're
looking for...

et the latest in Wesleyan news

" ' and information. Subscribe to the

Wesleyan Information Network electronic newsletter.

Send your request to communications@wesleyan.ors^

www.wesleyan.opg
Your 24-hour sourcefor Wesleyan news and information
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HERE FAITH IN jESUS ISA
NOT JUST TAUGHT.

Faith in Christ is an integral part of aWesleyan
education. It is a spiritual emphasis found, not just

in our chapel services or religion classes, but all across

our campus life —in every classroom, on playing fields,

in dorms, everywhere. At a college of The Wesleyan

Church, you'll receive a high-quahty education, but

you'll receive something more —as you five and learn in

a Christian environment, you'll have every opportunity

to grow into the person that God envisions. Choose a

Wesleyan education. Grow in your faith. Live it.

A Wesleyan Education...
Education with a higher purpose.

Bethany Bible

COLLEGE

Sussex, New Brunswick

Canada

506-432-4400

www.bethany-ca. edu

HOUGHTON COLLEGE

Houghton, NY
800-777-2556

www.hougliton.edu

INDIANA WESLEYAN

UNIVERSITY

Marion, IN

866-GO-TO-iWU

www.indwes.edu

Oklahoma wesleyan

UNIVERSITY

Bartlesville, OK

800-468-6292

www.okwu.edu

a

SOUTHERN WESLEYAN

UNIVERSITY

Central, SC
800-CU-AT-SWU

www.swu.edu



Wesleyan Investment Foundation | Craig A. Dunn, CEO

OpenAn Account For The People You CareAbout - Call Today 317.774.7300 | wif@wesleyan.org j www.wifonline.com
WIF interest rates (subject lo change); 5.0% (deposits over$35,000) 4.5% (deposits$5,000to $35,000) 4.0% (deposits up to $5,000)
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A Small Church with a Big Vision In the Grip of Urgency Renewing Our Mission

Summer 2006
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Wesleyan students enjoy
A TREMENDOUS ADVANTAGE:

It's no wonder our students are so well prepared
for challenges of the real world. From day one at

a Wesleyan college, they are exposed to the highest

quahty teaching. Wesleyan professors teach from a
distinctly Christian worldview in small, highly

energized classes. Eighty-five percent hold doctorates;
they are experts in their fields.And what's amazing,
you're just as Ukely to find these master teachers in

freshman classes as you are in upper-level courses.

Caring faculty, teaching in a challenging Christian

environment —that's one advantage, a life-changing

advantage, of a Wesleyan education.

A Wesleyan Education
Education with a higherpurpose.

BETHANY BIBLE

COLLEGE

Sussex, New Brunswick

Canada

506-432-4400

www.bethany-ca.edu

HOUGHTON COLLEGE

Houghton, NY
800-777-2556

www.houghton.edu

INDIANA WESLEYAN

UNIVERSITY

Marion, IN

866-GO-TO-IWU

www.indwes.edu

•r
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Oklahoma Wesleyan

University

Bardesville, OK

800-468-6292

www.okwu.edu

m

SOUTHERN WESLEYAN

UNIVERSITY

Central, SC

800-CU-AT-SWU

www.swu.edu
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By Arthur O'Dell

Small
with a

Four ethnic

groups nneet

in five services

on the main

campus, and
two others

meet nearby.

SUMMER 2006
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I i. -n

Sixyears ago Wayne and Jo
Anne Lyon moved to
Alexandria, Virginia, to
serve the pastorate of

United Wesleyan Church, beaming
that there were over 100 ethnic groups
in the area, Wayne wondered how one
could lead a church to minister to oth

ers in such a diverse community.

A Grand Vision
God gave the veteran pastor a

vision for a multi-ethnic church—one

that would bring various ethnic
groups under one umbrella. These
groups would have their own services

ision

and would worship in a style to which
they were accustomed. Each would
have its own pastor and would hear
preaching in its native language.

The idea was a stretch. United

Wesleyan was a relatively small con
gregation, formed by the recent
merger of two smaller churches. As in
many blended situations, there
remained some tension among the
congregants. How would the church
respond to this ambitious new vision?
The foyer was far too small for the
exchange of groups coming and
going. The building had only one
space appropriate for worship, and it



would accommodate only 160 people.
Yet the visionary leader was
undaunted. God had given the vision
to Pastor Lyon, and he was deter
mined to pursue it.

A IMeiAf Concept
With the support of the church's

board. Pastor Lyon made contact with
a group of believers from Sierra
Leone. He found that some of them

that had been members of The

Wesleyan Church in their home coun
try, and they were eager to try this
new concept. Next, a small Korean
group joined. The two groups began
to meet separately on Sunday after
noons, yet problems surfaced when
the Sierra Leonean group, accustomed
to lengthier services of uncertain
duration, often impinged on the
Korean group's time slot.

Challenges
Pastor Wayne's vision was to

allow each ethnic group the freedom
to worship in its own style. To the
Sierra Leoneans, that meant freedom

to lengthen their service, expressing
themselves through dance, fellowship,

L to R: Pastor and Mrs. Prakash

Massih, the Pakistani pastor;
Pastor Wayne Lyon, senior pastor;
and Pastor and Mrs. Pretap Singh,
the Indian pastor.

wwW.Wesley

or even a meal. The solution was to

rearrange the schedule so that the
extended services and succulent

aroma of African cuisine would not

affect the other groups of worshipers.
Another challenge soon presented

itself. The second-largest ethnic
group in the Alexandria area is Latin
Americans, but United Wesleyan wasn't
reaching them. Eager to change that.
Pastor Wayne enlisted the help of a
Hispanic Wesleyan pastor from
Fredericksburg, Virginia. Rev. Eliseo
Flores agreed to drive the 35 miles each
Sunday to preach to a group of Latin
American Christians that would soon

be formed. Rev. Flores asked Pastor

Wayne, "When do you want to start?"
"Next Sunday," was the instant

reply. Pastor Wayne urged his congre
gation to invite any Hispanics that
lived in their neighborhoods to
attend church the following week.
Concerned that others would not be as

enthusiastic about it as he was. Pastor

Wayne devised a plan. He knew of a
corner where Hispanic day laborers
often congregated, waiting for some
one to employ them. On Saturday
morning, the pastor went there and
hired a dozen men to come to church

the next day. A few others came with
Pastor Flores, and a few others came

also. A Mariachi band provided the
music for about 70 worshipers at the
church's first Hispanic service.

A Thriving
Congregation

United Wesleyan Church now aver
ages nearly 500 in attendance. Four
ethnic groups meet in five services on
the main campus, and two others meet
in Chantilly, Virginia. In addition to
the English-speaking group. Sierra
Leoneans, Pakistanis, Indians, Latin
Americans, and Koreans are all part of
the single congregation. Each group
has an advisory committee and names
a representative to the church's local
board of administration. Efforts to

reach other people groups continue.
God is blessing this congregation

because the vision He gave was acted
upon by a man of faith and backed by
a local congregation. Pastor Wayne
says, "It's not about us, it's all about
Him." •

Dr. Art 0 'Dell is pastor to mission

aries/or Global Partners and attends United

Wesleyan Church in Alexandria, Va.
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s nson

ineOutreacfiTpeSS
in an interview with Wesleyan

Life, General Director of
Evangelism and Church Growth
Rev. Phil Stevenson shares

evangelism and outreach trends in
the local church.

WL: Rev. Stevenson, as General
Director of the Department of
Evangelism and Church Growth,
what outreach and evangelism
trends are you seeing?

PS: In general, I notice that
Christians are beginning to
understand outreach and evan

gelism as something more than
verbalizing a belief system.
Nonchurched people want to
see what Christians believe

rather than hear what they
believe.

WL: How is that being fleshed out
in local church ministries?

PS: lidentify five trends. First, I
see an increased emphasis on
relational evangelism. Local
churches are equipping parish
ioners to understand where the

nonchurched are coming from
spiritually and form relation
ships that will offer an
opportunity to introduce them
to Jesus.

WL: Would community service be
considered a method for out

reach and evangelism?

PS: It would. In fact, servant evan

gelism is a second outreach
trend. I describe it as getting
into the community to find areas
of need and then meeting those
needs. I like the motto adopted
by one church: "In the commu
nity, for the community."
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WL: Other trends?

PS: Incamational evangelism is a
third trend, which I define that

as being like Jesus in the
world. For example, lots of
churches have athletic teams.

Instead of being part of a
church league, the team might
join a city league in order to
be salt and light among the
unchurched.

WL: The Department of
Evangelism and Church
Growth continues to promote
the planting of new Wesleyan
churches. Is that a factor in

contemporary outreach and
evangelism?

PS: Definitely. Church planting is
an important fourth trend in
twenty-first century evangel
ism. Some churches may not be
able to daughter a church, but
any church can participate in
church planting in other ways.

WL: Such as?

PS: They could pray, give financial
resources, or provide onsite
volunteer labor for a church

plant. There is a nearly unlim
ited number of ways to support
a new congregation.

WL: Most of these trends seem to

be practical—they're hands-on
things that churches do. What
about the motivation for evan

gelism? Do you see any shifts
there?

PS: I do. Let me suggest a fifth
trend, which is the growing
missional emphasis among
local churches. Many congre

gations are becoming what I
call going churches. They are
seeing a mission field in their
own community, beginning
spiritual conversations with
people—and cultivating a spir
itual dynamic through
Christlike behavior.

WL: Thank you for your time and
for your commitment to build
ing God's kingdom. •

Outreach and evangelism resources
are available at ww\v.\vesleyan.org/ecg.

Does your churcli
reach out?

• Is outreach a part of
your mission?

• is there a designated time
when prayer for the lost is
included in your services?

• Are outreach activities

included on your calendar?

• Have you set outreach
goals along with atten
dance or giving goals?

• Are you involved in at
least one community
project?

• Does your church offer a
service to your immediate
neighborhood?



Houghton
Track Team

Meets Needs of

Children in Bahamas

Pictured: team member

Jon Stanley and
two childrenfrom

Hatchet Ba\.By
Jason
Mucher

ith its breathtaking beaches,
serene colonial villages,
and countless acres of

pineapple plantations, the island of
Eleuthera in the Bahamas makes a

great vacation destination. But further
down the 110-mile island, beyond the
trendy and charming tourist resorts,
there is a great need.

Houghton College cross country
and track coach Bob Smalley visited
the village of Hatchet Bay while on a
family vacation a year ago. He saw
firsthand the poverty of the people
and the needs of the children there

and decided to do something about it.
"I had taught in Nassau many

years previously," said Smalley. "I

w
knew of Eleuthera and the poverty of
the people of 'the Out Islands.' I also
had a burden for the Bahamian people.
In Hatchet Bay, we found a community
that was desperate for God's love."

In January, Smalley, his family,
three members of his track team, and
assistant coach Matthew Dougherty
returned to Eleuthera to spend a week
serving the people of Hatchet Bay.

In cooperation with missions organ
ization VisionQuest, the group offered
a variety of programs to five churches
in the village. Most of the team's time
was spent in conducting after school
programs—similar to Vacation Bible
Schools—for the area children. Nearly
80 children attended each day.

"It was a great time to hang out
with the kids," said Dougherty.
"They don't have a lot. It's an amazing
physical setting, but there is a lot of
poverty. Parents are typically working
on the big islands, so they may be
gone during the week. The kids need
people to show them that they care."

A trip to the Bahamas in January
sounds like an ideal vacation, but the

three student athletes did not escape
Western New York for a tropical get
away. "It takes you away from your
everyday life and puts you in an envi
ronment that is different from that

which you are used to," said junior

(continued on page 19)

to find your place in the world
start in a place that honors the search

where students and professors collaborate in service,
where learning goes deep scientists and musicians pray together,

idealism and realism meet and athletes study global economic competition
and disciplines intersect

where a medical victory in Malawi
begins with a microscope in Houghton, New York

Houghton. New York 800.777.2556-

where scholar-servants face the world

with truth and hope.

Houghton
College ahigher purpose

in mind

What is a

scholar-servant?

Start here: www.houghton.edu/
scholar-servant



intimidated

teammates

decided to

eliminate

her quickly.

By Mark O. Wilson
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Tina Scheer,anational champion
in timber sports competition,
attends Hayward Wesieyan
Church in Wisconsin. Recently,

she appeared on the Survivor Panama
television program.

Intimidated Teammates

Tina was, unfortunately, the first
person to be "voted off the island,"
although she was the most qualified
person on her team. At home in the
outdoors, she built a shelter for the

group, started the fire, discovered the
water, caught the fish—and led the
prayer. Her intimidated teammates
decided to eliminate her quickly.

Though her stint on national televi
sion was brief, Tina has had a
profound influence on countless people
across the nation. Beyond the glare of
television cameras, she faced a true

survival challenae.

Witness to Grace

Charlie's funeral at Hayward
Wesieyan Church was a testimony to
God's grace. The church was packed
with mourners, and the youth group's
praise team led the congregation in
"Blessed Be Your Name" and "I'm

Trading My Sorrows."
Several months after the funeral,

the producers of Survivor contacted
Tina, asking if she would be willing to
come back and compete on the pro
gram's series. After prayerful and
thoughtful consideration, she agreed to
do so—mostly to honor Charlie. God
has used Tina to reach out to others

who have experienced painful losses. •

Mark 0. Wilson is pastor of

Hayward Wesieyan Church, Hayward, Wis.

A True Survival

Challenge

On June 17, 2005,

Tina's 16-year-old son,
Charlie, was killed in

an automobile acci

dent. In a blinding
rain, Charlie's car

hydroplaned into the
path of an oncoming
vehicle and collided.

He died instantly. The
loss was nearly
unbearable for Tina,

who had been in

Guatemala preparing
to film for a series of

Survivor. Instead of

participating in the
program, Tina flew
home to deal with the

awful reality of surviv
ing the loss of her only
son. For her, it was a

matter of surviving
one day at a time.

Forward
FaiW

Stewardship Ministries
now has a proven,

affordable capital stewardship
campaign service for churches
of any size. It is designed to

help your church raise funds to support
your God-directed vision for your congregation. During the
12-week campaign, the resources and consultant will guide
you and your team to challenge your congregation to do
greater things for God's Kingdom.

Contact Stewardship Ministries for a
promotional video to start your journey to
the next ministry level of your congregation!

800-627-2537 • StewardshipMinistries@wesIeyan.org

www.wesleyan .org/sm

Whiteford Wesieyan Church
Ottawa Lake, Ml

STEWARDSHIP
MINISTRIES



A stately, sprawling, white home
in a quiet, friendly neighbor
hood just north of Noblesville,

Indiana, is now known as Shunem

House. It is God's house for a special
purpose—a welcome-home spot for
missionaries needing temporary
housing as they travel through the
Indianapolis area.

A Vision Formed
Shunem Ministries was formed in

the spirit of hospitality modeled by
the couple in 2 Kings 4, who built a
special room for the prophet Elisha.
While prayerwalking, our daughter
Joy felt God's nudging toward a plan
that gradually came into focus. It
began as a thought, an idea, a "just

A Team United
Some time later, Joy found the

opportunity to talk about her "far out'
idea with the neighbors who owned
the home. The vision began to grow
rapidly, and Shunem Ministries was
bom. A Christian couple of substan
tial means, eager to embrace God's
full leading in their lives, purchased
the home so it

could be used

as a Christian

hospitality
center. The

former owners

of the home

donated the

decor and

much of their

fumiture for

A House
with a

Purpose

arrive and occupy the would-be
apartment in early January.

A Ministry Born
At last, preparations were complete,

and the beautiful 15-room, three-story
home was opened as Shunem House
in December 2005. It has been abuzz

with activity ever since. At times the

By Jeanette
Vermilya

It is God's house

for a special purpose

home has been filled to

capacity. It is God's
house—set aside for His

servants—r/?ar special

maybe." His plan would require faith,
obedience, a lot of prayer, people,
and—a house!

The big white house just across the
street from Joy and her husband,
Charlie, had provided a home for a
family of five for 13 years. The fam
ily that lived there was planning to
move but having difficulty selling the
spacious home. Was this to be the
place for a missionary guest house?
Joy wondered. Having been raised as
a inissionary kid, Joy recalled hearing
us talk about the need for hospitality
ministry to missionary families. Now
God had placed a house, this house,
on her heart.

www.wesleyan.org

the ministry. A governing board was
formed. My husband, Jim, and I
accepted the position of resident mis
sionaries to serve as host and hostess

for the visitors. Volunteers, including
a construction engineer, carpenters,
electricians, and plumbers came
together "with a mind to work," as
Nehemiah's crew in the Old

Testament had done. Helping hands
showed up on Saturdays and week
nights to help with everything from
drywall finishing to food preparation.
The energy level was electrifying as
the team furiously prepared for a mis
sionary family from Central Asia to

purpose. What else will
God do with Shunem Ministries?

We don't know, but we don't want

to miss it. To Him be glory! •

Jeanette and Jim Vermilya sen-ed
as overseas missionariesfor 13 years.

They currently serve as pastor to missionaries
with Global Partners and as resident

missionaries at Shunem House, Noblesville,

Ind., shunemministries@hoimail.com.
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World Headquarters and

Barnes and Chamberlain

Honored by the General Board

The General Board, during their
May 2-3,2006 meeting, honored
Dr. James B. Barnes and Dr.

Daniel R. Chamberlain with a procla
mation and reception for their service
to Christian higher education.
Collectively they represent 49 years
of college presidency in The
Wesleyan Church.

Dr. James and Tommie Barnes

began their educational career at the
Wesleyan Academy and Southern
Wesleyan. Dr. Barnes served as
President of Indiana Wesleyan
University, taking the university from
a very difficult financial status to the
largest private school in the state of
Indiana. The campus has been liter
ally rebuilt under the nineteen years
of his leadership.

Dr. Daniel and Joyce Chamberlain
began their educational career at the
Holiness Evangelistic Institute in El
Monte, California, which later became

Western Pilgrim College, now a part
of Oklahoma Wesleyan University.
He became president of Houghton in
1976. His thirty years of service has
also seen the rebuilding of the campus
and increased the academic stature of

Houghton College.
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In other business the
General Board elected;

• Dr. Norman G. Wilson to a four-

year term as General Director of
Communications

• Mr. Donald D. Cady to a four-
year term as General Publisher

• Mr. Donald M. Erase to a four-

year term as General Treasurer
• Rev. Larry J. Moore to a four-

year term as Director of
Stewardship Ministries

• Mrs. Kathy George to fill the
unexpired term of Dr. James T.
Fuller on the General Board

• Dr. Dale Sloan to a three-year
term on Indiana Wesleyan
University Board of Trustees

• Rev. Donald W. Milstead and

Mr. Henry Shigley to three-year
terms on Southern Wesleyan
University Board of Trustees

• Dr. Daniel A. Berry, Mrs. Anita
Eastlack, Mrs. Betty Lou Harris,
and Rev. Fred Moore to four-

year terms on Hephzibah
Children's Home Board

• Rev. Richard Avery to a two-
year term on the Wesleyan
Native American Ministries

Board

The General
Board approved:

• The creation of the

following Standing
Committees within

the General Board:

—Discipleship and
Equipping
Ministries

—Denominational

and Local Support
Services

—Evangelism and
World Outreach

• Moving the
Kentucky District to
the North Central

Representative and
Educational Area

Dashboard Indicators to assess

the effectiveness of the Church

Memorial on Ministerial and Lay
Parity at District Conference for
recommendation to the 2008

General Conference

The revision of The General

Board Policy and General
Administrative Council Manuals

The Fiscal Year D7 Budget
Changes in funding the
Emergency Reserve Fund
New responsibilities for the
Investment Committee

Changes in Bethany Bible
College bylaws to allow a lim
ited number of non-Wesleyans to
serve on the Board of Trustees

A position statement on Women
in Ministry
Changes to the Sierra Leone
Discipline •

Ronald D. Kelly
General Secretary



Thirteen Districts Represented
at IMew Pastors' Orientation

Forty pastors and spouses from
thirteen districts participated in
the New Pastors' Orientation

held at World Headquarters, May 3-
4, 2006. During the orientation, the
wives of the General Superintendents
hosted a luncheon for the wives of

the pastors who attended.
The New Pastors' Orientation was

planned by the Board of General
Superintendents and will be repeated
in November. The Wesleyan
Investment Foundation provided a
grant to help make the event possible.
The objective is to bring newly
appointed pastors to a denominational
orientation that will: orient them to

the history, doctrine, culture, and
practices of the Church; assist in

establishing support systems to
ensure a good start in ministry; intro
duce them to the leadership of the
Church; inform them of the min

istries, resources and opportunities of
the Church; reinforce the mission of

the Church; and give opportunity for

f u e
Wesleyan Youth Leader's Conference

Oct. 19-21, 2006

l^ajply-bini track 4:00 pm
General rally 6:30 pm *

Registration deadline September
$75.00/event only .7 .HflH
IWesleyanWorld Eea4quartera__jjjHB

WWW.wesleyan.org/youth
presented by The Spiritual ronnttioa Deportzoent

the General Superintendents and
General Oificers to share their heart

for ministry and their passion for the
mission of the Church.

Departing pastors said, "I suggest
the New Pastors' Orientation be more

of a mandated requisite for all new
pastors"; "Can I come back as an
alumnus?"; "Thank you for opening
your hearts to us. We were blessed to
spend this time and I am blessed to
be a pastor in The Wesleyan Church."
Persons who took their first ministry
assignment in The Wesleyan Church
sometime during 2005 are specifically
invited to the event in November. If

you are interested, contact Ken Heer
(heerk@wesleyan.org). •

c
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Renewing
Our Mission

By Ellen
VerBerkmoes
CRISIS CARE COMPANY

end of the week, these very same
company leaders asked if I would
stay and run their recovery program
for the next several weeks.

Have We Rallied
to the Fight?

It is said that terrorists hate four

things about the United States. They
hate our government, our financial
affluence, our media—and they hate
Christians. Have we rallied to the fight
that has been thrust upon us? I believe
that we have developed a form of
Christianity that is weak, timid, and
sanitized so as to fit in with our toler

ant American way. It is a form of
Christianity that desires to replace
hard work and suffering with comfort,
self-gratification, and fulfillment.

Contemporary wisdom holds that
victims must be liberated from

Christian intolerance. Yet I see many
Christians who have taken Oprah as
their evangelist, yoga as their spiritual
discipline, and Nostradamus's prophe
cies as real possibilities. I am
convinced that we must stop being a
people who acquiesce to the pressures
of the culture and begin being worthy
of the name Christian. May we stand
together and say, "As for me and my
house, we wiU serve the Lord." •

Ellen VerBerkmoes, an ordained

minister, is a counselor and speaker on critical
incident stress management

During the awful days following
September 11,2001, while
working with a crisis care

company, I was given the incredible
opportunity to be in the center of
God's grace and provide crisis coun
seling in New York for over five
weeks. I came home from New York

resolved to tell our local church, dis
trict, and perhaps the entire
denomination that Christians and

their prayers are what keeps evil
from overtaking the nation.

What Happened to
My Mission?

Nearly five years have passed. I
am over-scheduled, tired, and busy,
busy, busy. I am doing the good
and loving things a wife, mother,
grandmother, pastor, mentor, friend,
and community-involved person
should be doing. However, I can't
help but wonder what happened to
my mission.

In New York I helped debrief a
group that included the CEOs of a
company. Two brothers in Christ
were my partners in this debriefing.
Afterward, we met with the CEOs to

hear their response to the debriefing
process. One of my partners began
this meeting by challenging me about
my mention of Jesus during the
debriefing itself.

Why Not Mention Jesus?
I remembered the incident imme

diately. During the debriefing, some
of the victims expressed a sense of
isolation and loss. I responded by
saying that people everywhere cared
for them and that my four-year-old
granddaughter prayed each night that
Jesus would "help the mommies and
daddies in New York." Earlier, I had

discovered something interesting
about the employees of this particular
company. There were several thou
sand of them, and the Hindu, Muslin,
and Jewish employees all seemed to
know each other. They often ate
together, took holy days off, and
asked for places to worship midday.

Yet I discovered that the Christian

employees did not enjoy fellowship.
Few of them knew each other, and

there was no mutual support or
expression of faith expressed.

I responded to the criticism about
mentioning Jesus during the debrief
ing by saying that I had appropriately
shared a caring story with the name
of Jesus in it. I also noted that those

of other religions had been given
the freedom to express their faith and
that I should expect nothing less as a
Christian.

There was stunned silence. I

thought I might have ended my con
tribution to this company. Yet by the

Increase
Number of

Born Again
Adults

Forty-five percent of all adults meet the
criteria that The Barna Group uses to identify
people as born again, an increase from 31
percent in 1983. The percentage hovered
in the 36 to 43 percent range from 1992
through 2005. The current figure represents
the largest single-year increase since 1992.

—www.bama.org



Five-Year Increase in
Women in Ministry

There has been an increase of greater than 100 percent in the number of
women in ministry in The Wesleyan Church from 1999 to 2004, according
to research conducted by the Department of Education and the Ministry.

Women in Wesleyan Ministry 1999 2004 Increase

Ordained Women 83 163 80

Solo pastors 16 28 12

Assistant or associate pastors 16 56 40

Co-pastors 3 4 1

Senior pastors 2 5 3

Other categories of service 18 31 13

Without appointment 26 25 -1

On reserve 2 14 12

Women Licensed Ministers 13 44 31

Solo pastors 2 6 4

Assistant pastors 10 37 27

Co-pastors 1 1 0

1Women Ministerial Students | 78 164 86

Assistant pastors 5 16 11

Supply pastors 4 4 0

Ministerial students 69 144 75

www.wesleyan.org WESLEYAN I 13



Clea
and

By
Barry L. Ross

avid asks in Psalm 24:3,
'Who may ascend the hill of
the Lord? Who may stand in

His holy place? The response is:
He who has clean hands and a pure
heart" (24:4). The outward demon
stration (clean hands) arises from the
inward character (pure heart). But
what does it mean to have clean

hands and a pure heart?
In his defense against the charge

of three "friends" that he had sinned,

the Old Testament character Job

declared, "Yet my hands have been

D

14 SUMMER 2006

Hands

eart
free of violence" (Job 16:17). Again
he said, "Those with clean hands will
grow stronger" (Job 17:9).

Rebellion
Isaiah gives some insight: "When

you spread out your hands in prayer, I
[the Lord] will hide My eyes from
you" (Isaiah 1:15). Why will the Lord
hide His eyes? "Because your hands
are full of blood" (1:15). God is speak
ing here to the people of Israel who

were citizens of His earthly kingdom.
Why does He speak in such a

harsh manner? In Isaiah 1:2, God

calls Israel children whom He had

brought up. As sons of God, the peo
ple of Israel should have been mirrors
of God's character—like father, like

son. "But they have rebelled against
Me," says God. Rebellion is an atti
tude of the heart that evidences itself

in our actions. The hands become the

symbol for all our actions.



When I was a boy, my father had
some very strictly enforced rules to
govern our household of seven chil
dren. One of these was that before

every meal we had to wash our
hands. Some ten minutes before the

meal was to be ready, my mother
would call us to the meal. This gave
us time to wash our hands, comb our

hair, and prepare ourselves for sitting
together as a family to eat. But one of
the "sins" I was bom with was pro
crastination. I always believed I had a
few more minutes to keep on doing
what I was doing and, of course, usu
ally what I was doing made my hands
dirty. Suddenly the ten minutes would
have passed and the final call for the
meal would come.

What to do? There was now no

time to wash my hands, for another of
my father's rules was that we could
not be late in coming to the meal. So
1 would hurry to the table, hands in
my pockets or behind my back, slip
into my chair, then hide my hands
under the table while my father said
the prayer of thanksgiving.

But how does one eat with his

hands under the table? So, hoping to
be unnoticed, at the end of my
father's prayer, I would slip my hands
slowly out from under the table, pick
up my fork and knife and commence
to eat, all the time trying to hide the
palms of my hands from my father's
all-seeing eyes. Without fail, he
would notice the strange way I was
eating and would ask, "Barry, did you
wash your hands?"

Adding to my sins, I would reply,
"Yes." But my father liked to see evi
dence and would then say, "Show me
your hands!"

Sin Increases
With utmost reluctance I would

slowly expose my hands for his
inspection. And there, right on the
palms of my hands, would be the evi
dence. I had disobeyed (or delayed in
obeying), and I had then lied. And the
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evidence of my sin was on my hands.
So long as 1 could keep my hands
hidden 1 thought the attitude of my
heart could not be seen.

So it was with the Israelites, and so

it is with all of us. One may think that
his evil deeds (resulting from the heart
attitude of rebellion) are hidden and, so
long as one keeps his hands hidden (in
the pockets? behind one's back?), the
"evidence" of one's sins is hidden even

from himself.

When my

heart is pure

my hands

are clean.

But in a moment of forgetfulness
the unrepentant one spreads his
hands open before the Lord in some
prayer of supplication. As he opens
his hands, there on his palms appear
the unwashed stains of his sins! And

even though one multiplies prayers
God will not listen (Isaiah 1:15).

Cleanliness Demanded
Is there no remedy? With such

"bloodstained" hands, is there no way
1 can become acceptable before God?
"Yes, yes," says the Lord. "Wash and
make yourselves clean. Take your evil
deeds out of My sight" (Isaiah 1:16).

How do I wash myself? By wash
ing my hands? No. By washing my

heart. David, in repentance for his
double sin of adultery and murder,
cried out to the Lord in Psalm 51:

"Wash away all my iniquity and
cleanse me from my sin" (51:2),
"Cleanse me with hyssop, and 1 will
be clean; wash me, and I will be
whiter than snow" (51:7), "Blot out
all my iniquity" (51:9), and "Create
in me a pure heart, O God" (51:10).

O, the wonder of it! When my heart
has been washed by the blood of Jesus
Christ, the bloodstains on my hands
disappear as though they had never
been. When my heart is pure my
hands are clean. I can open my hands
in the very presence of the Lord.

And when the call rings out, "Who
may stand in His holy place?" with
confidence I can reply,"/ may. By the
blood of Jesus Christ, I may."

For my heart is pure, and my
hands are clean. •

—Reprintedfrom Journey Into
Holiness, Norman G. Wilson, editor. © 2000

Wesleyan Publishing House.
Used by permission.

Wesleyans
Read the Bible

There are approximately
1,800 Wesleyan churches in
North America, having an aver
age attendance of 103. On any
given Sunday morning, some
185,000 people who call them
selves Wesleyan are in worship.
Ifonly half of us read the entire
Bible this year, there will be
nearly 100,000 Wesleyans
reading the same Scriptures
each day during 2006.

—Donald E hbc^ins,
D&hct Supen'ntendent,

Central Canada
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It makes your heart beat faster. It
commands attention. It rearranges
life. It inspires exploits. It is the
sense that something is vitally

significant, worthy of effort and
energy, deserving of a spot at the
top of the priority list. What is it?

Urgency.
Urgency involves feelings of great

need, immediacy, risk and opportunity.
It causes us to concentrate on persons,
needs, tasks, causes, or dreams.

Urgency can be a necessary ingre
dient for success in a given venture.
The lack of urgency in a ministry or
a marriage can spell disaster. That's
why urgency is at the heart of The

In the

of
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Gathering '07—the Wesleyan ministry
conference, to be held January 2-5,
2007, at the Wyndham Resort in
Orlando, Florida.

Five Urgent IMeeds
Today more than ever The

Wesleyan Church and the world need
men and women with the spiritual
authority generated by a commitment
to personal holiness and with healthy
marriages who are committed to
evangelism, church multiplication,
and godly leadership. Each of these
five needs is urgent.

Authentic, holy living is enjoying
renewed attention throughout evangeli

cal Christian circles. The Wesleyan
message of life in the fullness and
power of the Holy Spirit is attracting a
fresh audience of people who are hun
gry for all of God they can experience.
Also, at a time when significant num
bers of clergy marriages are struggling,
our church must rise up to protect and
strengthen ministry couples in every
way possible. The fact of rapidly grow
ing populations of unreached people
across North America together with the
estimate that only one in 25 youth are
followers of Jesus Christ shouts to us

about the need for more passionate out
reach. Achieving success in these areas
will confront us with the need for more

By
Jerry G. Pence



new and renewed congregations in
which increased numbers of believers

can experience lifelong spiritual trans
formation. All of this begs the question
of what we will do to increase the

number of godly leaders who will
serve an expanding number of congre
gations.

These five priorities will impact
the future vitality of The Wesleyan
Church. Creating a sense of urgency
about these vital concerns is the

purpose of The Gathering.

Today more

than ever

The Wesleyan

Church needs

spiritually

vibrant leaders.

A Significant Impact
The General Superintendents' goal

in convening this first-ever denomina
tion-wide ministers' meeting is to
speak clearly to pastors concerning
these urgent needs. Every minister
and mate attending The Gathering
will return home renewed, rekindled,

and retooled for more vibrant Christian

witness and service.

The growing list of powerhouse
speakers being confirmed for the
event will comprise an exceptional
team that can minister to ministers.

Speakers include Bill Hybels of

www.wesleyan.org

Willow Creek Community Church,
Kevin Myers of Crossroads
Community Church, founder of
AnGeL Ministries Ann Graham Lotz,

and Anthony Graham of New Hope
Family Worship Center. John Maxwell,
former pastor of Skyline Wesleyan
Church and renowned leadership
expert, will be an honored guest and
recipient of a lifetime achievement
award.

A Call for Action

The urgency of The Gathering
calls for action. What will you do to
ensure that your pastoral staff is able
to attend? Many local churches are
planning to help by collecting a
Pastor Appreciation Day love offering
on the first or second Sunday of
October, which will used for their
pastoral families' registration and
travel expenses. A number of districts
are providing additional scholarship
assistance or plan to fund attendance
at The Gathering in the place of their
own annual district ministers and

mates retreats.

Registration for The Gathering is
available online for the modest price
of $375 for singles or $475 for cou
ples. The fee includes three nights
of resort lodging and full access to
conference activities. Early-bird
registration by August 31 will enter
participants in a drawing for a free
Caribbean cruise for two, donated by
a generous event sponsor. A $50 late
fee applies to registrations received
after October 15.

Some pastor families may use The
Gathering as the occasion for a fam
ily retreat. Participants can reserve
rooms at the Orlando Wyndham
Resort for up to three nights prior to
and after the conference at a specially
negotiated rate of $79 plus tax per
night. This rate is available only to
those who identify themselves as
being with The Wesleyan Church and
call the hotel directly at 800.421.8001
prior to December 10. The nights of

January 2-4 are included in the cost
of conference registration—additional
nights may be booked at registrants'
own expense.

The Gathering is underwritten in
part by generous grants from Wesleyan
Investment Foundation and the General

Department of Evangelism and Church
Growth of The Wesleyan Church.
Their gifts are part of a $100,000
fundraising effort led by the Board of
General Superintendents in order to
reduce costs for all participants.
Partnere who would like to help pro
vide additional scholarship assistance
for deserving pastors and their spouses
should visit the online donation site

at www.wesleyan .org/thegathering
or call the office of the General

Superintendents at 317.774.3934.

Join the
Conversation

What do you have to say about the
urgency of personal holiness, healthy
marriages, evangelism, church multi
plication, and godly leadership in
The Wesleyan Church?

What are you doing to respond
to these priorities in your life?
How can the constituencies of our

denomination (individuals, local
churches, districts, educational insti
tutions, headquarters departments,
auxiliaries, subsidiaries and benevo
lent organizations) work together
to insure that ministry leaders are
equipped and empowered in each of
these areas?

What do you hope The Gathering
will accomplish for you and for
Wesleyan ministries?

Post your comments or suggestions
at www.wesleyan.org/thegathering.
Join the conversation as we set the

stage to make this event a transforma
tional experience for our family of
faith. •

Jeny G. Pence is a General

Superintendent of The Wesleyan Church.

Indianapolis. Ind.
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Save the dates

January 2-5
WESLEYAN.ORG/THEGATHERING

Scholarship
Fund to A

Couples

#^^q^therin^O?

A scholarship fund has been
established to help deserving
ministers and their spouses

attend The Gathering '07—a first-of-
its-kind Wesleyan ministry conference
in Orlando, Florida, January 2-5, 2007.

The purpose of this powerful, three-
day experience is to renew, rekindle,
and retool ministers with greater
urgency for evangelism, church multi
plication, leadership, healthy marriages,
and personal holiness. Scholarships will
help deserving ministers and spouses
attend who may not be able to do so
otherwise. Online donations for The

Gathering Scholarship Fund may be
made at www.wesleyan.org/thegather-
ing. Donations by check may be made
payable to The Wesleyan Church with
the words "Gathering Scholarship"
placed in the memo. Checks should
be sent to the Office of the General

Superintendents, PO Box 50434,
Indianapolis, IN 46250-0434. One hun
dred percent of scholarship donations
will be used to provide registration
assistance for qualified applicants.

Sponsored by The Wesleyan Church
Board of General Superintendents,
with assistance from grants by
Wesleyan Investment Foundation and
the General Department of Evangelism
and Church Growth, The Gathering '07
will bring hundreds of Wesleyan
pastors and leaders together for a
concentrated time of revival and

revitalization built around relevant

topics, anointed speakers. Spirit-filled
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worship, and practical networking with
hundreds of ministry partners.

Registration for The Gathering
includes three nights of lodging at a
relaxing resort facility plus full access
to all conference rallies, seminars, and

activities. Transportation and meals
are the only additional costs. While
modestly priced at just $375 for
singles or $475 for couples, some
ministry couples still may not be able
to afford to attend for financial reasons.

Generous donations will enable The

Wesleyan Church to provide partial
scholarships for deserving ministers
and spouses who desire to participate
in this transforming event.

Details about scholarship eligibility
may be found, along with complete
registration information, at www.wes-
leyan.org/thegathering. •

finaNciiti

Stewardship Ministries has partnered with many
churches across the denomination to assist pastors

and lay-people with their stewardship needs through
the presentation of biblical seminars in financial planning
(Developing Your Financial Road Map) and estate planning
(Determine to Finish Well), as well as a free personal
consultation. These informative seminars can change
the stewardship course of your church!

Contact Stewardship Ministries to schedule your
stewardship event and to receive a promotional
seminar CD and event brochure.

If you need Estate Planning documents, such as a will,
contact us for your free guide to financial and estate
planning "Living the Generous Life" and information

on how to obtain your documents at no cost!

800-627-2537

StewardshipMinistries@wesleyan.org

www.wesleyan .org/sm

STEWARDSHIPS
MINISTRIES
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Who Are the Wesleyans?

The Wesleyan Church is an evangelical,
Protestant denomination. We offer the

good news that faith in Jesus Christ
makes possible a wonderful personal
relationship with God, a holy life
empowered by His Spirit for witness
and service, and assurance of eternal

life in heaven. Our name is in honor of

John Wesley, the founder of Methodism,
whose emphasis on a life of faith,
self-discipline, and perfect love is
our example. Each week, more than
300,000 Wesleyans meet in over 4,000
churches and missions in 72 nations

worldwide.

What We i

Wesleyans believe in one God, who is
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and the
Savior of all men and women who put
their faith in Him alone for eternal life.

We believe that those who receive new

life in Christ are called to be holy in
character and conduct, and can only live
this way by being filled with the Lord's
Spirit. We believe in the Bible and seek
to establish our faith and actions on its

teachings. We believe God
wills for people everywhere
toknow Him and that -4* •
the purpose of the wSlEYAtT A
Church istotell c ijm r c h
the world about

Christ through its worship,
wimess, and loving deeds.

Our

Equipping and empowering churches
for Great Commission ministries in

the spirit of the Great Commandment

For more information, go to

uuifliw.wesleyan.org

HolylMext
Retreat

Welcomes

70 Attendees
Approximately 70 men and women

of all ages attended the HolyNext spir
itual retreat sponsored by the
Department of Spiritual Formation of
The Wesleyan Church at The World
Headquarters of The Wesleyan Church
on March 24-25. HolyNext presented
attendees with the opportunity for
spiritual reflection through a variety of
activities including worship led by
Jason Berry, messages by Dr. Jim
Dunn, Dr. Keith Drury, Robin Ritchie,
and Rev. Tim Guptill, and a journey
through six reflection stations.

Station one was for confession
through joumaling, prayer, and small-
group discussion. Station two caused
reflection on forgiveness at the foot of
a wooden cross. Station three was a

shredder, in which written confessions

were shredded, symbolizing release

Houghton Track Team
(continuedfrom page ?)•

Meg Radimer, who was participating
in her first missions trip. "It is also an
opportunity for you to grow in your
walk with the Lord. Sometimes you
never know what is going to happen
on missions trips and how God is
going to work in your life."

"This trip has really had an impact
on my life, and being able to serve God
was Just amazing. I loved to reach out
to these kids that may not receive the
attention and the love at home. You

could tell that they wanted attention
from the first day. I was thankful that
God wanted me to go on this trip."

Said senior Mary Gibson: "I think
trips like this are important because it
shows the people you are visiting that
there are people who live hundreds of

Wesleyan News

from guilt through a relationship
with God. Station four represented
cleansing, where a wash basin and
pitcher filled with water symbolized
cleansing by God. Station five,
representing light, was a small room
bathed with light to symbolize purity,
holiness, and God's Word. Station

six symbolized community, causing
attendees to reflect on their spiritual
journey by joumaling, praying, or
sharing with another.

Director of Adult Ministries Tim

Guptill said, "HolyNext was fully
infused by the presence of the Holy
Spirit from beginning to end. As we
worshipped, confessed, surrendered,
and stood under the grace of God,
there was an overwhelming sense that
God was with us and victories were

being won." •

miles away who care about them and
their faith. I think the same is true for

anyone going: interacting with a dif
ferent culture broadens your view of
the world."

Dougherty said he could see lives
being affected during the team's stay
in Eleuthera. "Some of the kids were

causing trouble at the beginning of the
week, but by the end they were well
behaved, listening to the lessons,
helping others," said Dougherty.
"Some of the athletes were asking,
'are we making a difference?' By
Friday you could see that we were."

Smalley intends to make this a
yearly event, with hopes of taking
larger work teams in the future. •

Jason Mucker is director ofathletic
communications at Houghton College,

Houghton, N.Y.
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Wesleyan
Medical

Fellowship

During this period WMF
grew to a membership of
400 Wesleyan health profes
sionals and interested

associate members, and had

a mailing constituency of
approximately 700 health

professionals including many overseas.A fellowship of Wesleyan health
professionals was first envi
sioned in 1955 by the late Dr.

F. R. Birch, the father of Dr. Marilyn
Birch, renowned and longtime medical
missionary to Sierra Leone. Wesleyan
Medical Fellowship (WMF) officially
began in 1972 when it was approved
as an auxiliary of The Wesleyan
Church by the General Conference.

Leadership
Dr. Hollis Stevenson, a dentist from

Plattsburgh, New York, and Brooksville,
Florida, was appointed as the first
general director. He was succeeded by
Dr. Paul Wood, a clinical psychologist
and college professor from Central,
South Carolina, and in 1980 Dr. Gus

Prinsell, a family practitioner and former
missionary doctor from Houghton,
New York, took over leadership.
Dr. Prinsell served as general director
until 1996, when he was succeeded

by Dr. Storer Emmett, also a former
medical missionary and a family practi
tioner from Houghton, New York.

Delivering
the Message
'While Jesus' message never
changed, the way he delivered it
changed regularly. He drew In the
sand, sat on a boat bow, picked
up a child, pointed to a sower, and
talked about a building falling over.
He used parables, word pictures,
humor, and props. As Christ's fol
lowers. we're called to do the

same thing."
—Ed Young, "Consistently

Inconsistent", R&/! March/April,
2006
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Global Vision
Because the Lord's ministry

included compassionate healing of the
sick and the relief of suffering, the
founders of WMF believed that if

health professionals within the church
were joined together by their common
interest in the promotion of health and
mobilized their resources of knowl

edge and wealth, they could have an
effective ministry within the church
and could reach out to the spiritual
and physical needs of the world.
Among the purposes of WMF as out
lined by The Discipline of The
Wesleyan Church is "to enlist the
interests of physicians, dentists, and
member of other health professions in
Christian projects around the world
sponsored by The Wesleyan Church."

Projects and Funding
Not surprisingly, assisting with over

seas medical missions, in which a

number of WMF members were serving,
naturally evolved. One of the ongoing,
long-tenn projects of WMF has been to
provide financial assistance to clinics
and hospitals overseas that care for indi
gent patients—those who can't afford
food, medicine, surgery, and medical
treatment. Indigent funds benefit hospi
tals and clinics in Haiti, Sierra Leone,
and Myanmar. in Zambia, where there is
socialized medicine, government fund
ing is inadequate to purchase sufficient
medicines for hospitals and clinics, so
the procurement of medicines and med
ical supplies is subsidized through the
Emergency Medicines for Zambia Fund.

Nurses and other health workers

needed by our hospitals and clinics
for short-term assignments have been
assisted by the Short-Term Medical
Assistance Fund. Short-term medical

teams have been encouraged to assist

WMF grew to

in overseas hospitals and clinics.
The Continuing Medical Education

Fund has helped missionary doctors
and practitioners attend needed con
tinuing education courses.

If Wesleyan hospitals and clinics
are to become more indigenous and
less dependent on missionary person
nel, national young people must be
trained for medical positions. The
Medical Training of Nationals Fund
has been assisting with the training of
many nationals now serving in
Wesleyan institutions.

At home, WMF encourages Parish
Nursing and Inner City Clinics. Both of
these projects represent a tremendous
opportunity for compassionate outreach,
evangelism, and church planting. By
having a fraternal outreach to students
in health professions, WMF encourages
these students in their calling and prepa
ration for medical ministry.

Activities
Several local chapters of WMF are

active in areas where there is a number

of members and interested friends.

These chapters provide a means of
bringing together Christian medical per
sonnel for social, religious, and
educational benefits. WMF also holds a

quadrennial convention that includes
seminars on such subjects as community
health, parish nursing, inner city clinics,
and short-term medical missions. •

For more informaiion on the
We.sleyan Medical Fellowship,

visit www.wesleyan xfrg/wmf.



Hephzibah Event
Has Largest

Registration

Wesleyan News

Hephzibah
Children's Home

presents

.j

attendees for Hephzibah's new
Independent Living apartments.

Over 200 registrants from 17 states
were part of the April 24-28

Great Smoky Mountains Gathering,
making it the highest attendance in
its history. Presented by Hephzibah
Children's Home of Macon, Georgia,
and formerly known as the Hephzibah
Chaparral, this year's four-day event
at Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, featured
conceit and recording artist Allison
Durham Speer and songwriter and
comedian Aaron Wilbum. Paula Stitt

led worship and Jerry Brecheisen,
director and speaker, brought the
morning messages. Geared to adults,
this was the third year the event was
held at the Music Road Hotel and

Convention Center in Pigeon Forge.
Over $20,000 was donated by the

ORLD HOPE
r L N -X 1 I t.) N A L ,

P.O. Box 96338 -j

^Washington, D.C. 20090-6338 /
Toll free: 888-466-4673

www.worldhope.org

MICROFINANCE PROGRAMS
—one of the most effective means

ofaddressing poverty
World Hope provides the means through formal loan programs (Microcredit)
for the poor to Improve their livelihoods resulting in...

Restored dignity and hope • Increased incomes
i • Food sustainabiiity • Education for their children
I • Basic health care

Programs In Sierra Leone. Liberia, Haiti, Indonesia, Philippines and Cambodia
serve 30,000 active clients with loans generally between $50 and $200.

Your gift will

be matched

by a $500,000
matching grant

commitment!

Pleaseuse my giftto expand andextend your mlcrofinance work: $_

• Visa • MC • AmEx • Discover

Exp.

Name on creditcard(please print).

Address

Phone Number.

Signature

State ZIP



ANNUAL OFFERI mber 24, 2006

Jm Years of
Worldwide

EvariQelism

CLERGY

MOVE CENTER®

Endorsed mover for clergy & member families of

The Wesleyan Church

Significant Interstate Discount - Guaranteed price estimates
Intrastate and International Relocation Management

Customized Personal move counseling
Quality service since 1905

For total peace of mind, call our certified move counselors

Vicki Bierlein, Jean Warnemuende.

Sunny Sommer

1-800-248-8313
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Chattanooga First
Dedicates

Veterans Park
I early 150 people

ImI attended the dedication
m wM of Chattanooga (Tenn.)
First Wesleyan's Veterans
Memorial Park. Pastor David

Marcum said the park is a min
istry to the community. The
dedication service included rep
resentatives from the governor's
office and the city of
Chattanooga, the Tennessee
Color guard, and Tennessee
District Superintendent Marlin
Hotle. Built at the suggestion of the church's Wesleyan
Women and designed by a member of the congregation, the
park has its own irrigation system and is lighted at night.
Most of the pavestone for the 30-foot planter and circular
walkway was donated by a local company. •
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Houghton College
Selects Dr. Shirley Mullen
as Fifth President

The Houghton College Board of
Trustees voted May 19,2006, to
name alumna Dr. Shirley Mullen

as the fifth president of Houghton
College. Mullen is the first woman
president in the college's history.

"The depth of Dr. Mullen's experi
ence at Westmont, her reputation as a
scholar-administrator par excellence

Lives Transformed

In El Salvador

Twenty members of one of El
Salvador's infamous gangs
gave their lives to Jesus on

March 25,2006, in an evangelistic
retreat held by the Gran Familia
Wesleyan Church in El Salvador.

Pastor Giovanni and his wife,

Elizabeth, have a passion to win
"young men at risk." Their ministry to
gangs began last year with a Christian
rap concert and continued with a
sports ministry and special service for

www.wesleysn.org

and the support we discovered talking
with those who know her best con

vinced us that she is exceptionally
qualified to serve as the next presi
dent of Houghton College," said the
Rev. Dr. Karl Eastlack, chair of the

presidential search committee and
vice chair of the college's Board.

Mullen has spent the last five years
serving as provost at Westmont College
in California where she began her
tenure in 1984 as a history professor.
During her tenure she also served as
interim academic dean, vice-provost for
curriculum and faculty development,
and department chair for history, as
well as serving on a variety of aca
demic committees. Mullen graduated
from Houghton in 1976 with a bache
lor's in history. She then completed, a
master's in history from the University
of Toronto, a doctorate in history from
the University of Minnesota and a
doctorate in philosophy from the
University of Wales. •

gang members. Of the 70 who attend,
20 young men went on to attend the
evangelistic retreat.

On the second day of the retreat,
the power of God broke through and
all of the men gave their lives to
Jesus. They displayed an immediate
change of attitude. The following
night, they gave their testimonies to a
church full of believers who had

come to welcome them into the fam

ily of God. To Giovanni's delight, the
20 new converts returned the next

night to attend a cell group meeting.
Bibles in hand. •

Real Community.

Real Power.

Real Church.

KEITH ' DRURY

THERE IS NOH IN CHURCH

MOVING BEYOND
INDIVIDUAL SPiRITUALETY
TO EXPERIENCE COD'S
POWER IN THE CHURCH

BKBF57 ONLY $12.99
M040405016

This book is not to read alone! it is

for the church, and it is best read with

a group. There are scores of books on
the personal spiritual disciplines but
few on the corporate spiritual disci
plines: the spiritual disciplines of the
church. There is No I in Church chal

lenges the church to become what it is
meant to be - the Body of Christ, a
living, breathing, acting body, doing
God's will and work In the world.

This no-nonsense call to corporate
spirituality will transform your
congregation—and your life!

BONUS BUY—
Save over 40%!

Only $6.99
when you call to order
There is No I in Church

and mention code

WLSU06\

''•Ml,

BKBK56 Regular $12.99
M040405006

WLSU06

Call Direct:

800.493.7539
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Pakistan

Superintendent

Ministers

to Sikh

Community
Rev. Dr. E. Jang Bahadur

(pictured at right), national
superintendent of The Wesleyan

Church in Pakistan, recently addressed
8,000 Sikhs who were celebrating the
birthday of one of their saints, Guru
Gobind Singh. The celebration took
place at Nankana, Pakistan, the birth
place of Guru Nanak Singh, founder of

Pianist Avaiiabie
28 Hymns & Gospel Songs

• 28 songs each on Vol. 1 & Vol. 2
• Easy Sing-a-iong CDs
• Intros and All Verses

• Ideal for Worship/Bible Studies
• Solos with Instruments

$30 each; 2 for $58; $/H $7

Other CDs -

• Offertories Vol. One & Two

• Favorite Piano Selections

$12 each; 3 for $34

E-mail:

sweigard2@aol.com

Phone: (717) 292-6211 |
Available for Senior

Events/Min 1-Concerts

Sikhism. Dr. Bahadur's message was
well received by the Sikh community,

Former Central Canada

Superintendent Honored

Rev. Walter W. Jewell, former
superintendent of the Central

Canada District, was recently honored
by the Ontario Non-Profit Housing
Association for his more than 20 years

Florida Church

Finds New Home

New Hope Wesleyan in Jupiter,
Florida, had been meeting in
a theater under a one-year

contract with its owners. With little

notice, the theater owners announced

that it would close the facility. The
Palm Beach Post ran an article on the

impact of the theater closing on the
community, including comments by
Pastor John Bartz of New Hope.

On the day that the story appeared.
Pastor Bartz received a call from a

manager at the Cobb Theatre in Palm
Beach Gardens, a newly opened retail
area that features a downtown-like

11

and he was invited to speak to them at
a future meeting. •

of distinguished volunteer service. Rev.
Jewell was one of only three honorees
in the Province of Ontario. Rev. Jewell

is a founding member and chairman of
the board of directors at Aldersgate
Village, a ministry of the Free Methodist
Church and The Wesleyan Church in
Canada. •

atmosphere. Pastor Bartz was placed
in touch with Loretta Thompson, chief
operating officer of the Cobb Theatre
chain, who offered an invitation to
use the Cobb Theatre for worship on
Sundays. "The cost could easily have
been $1,000 a week since retail space
is going for $80 a square foot," said
Pastor Bartz. "Yet she said she would

honor our current contract at $250 a

week, plus give us a party room to
use for kid's activities. We could use

up to four theaters to provide a nursery,
children's ministry or other activities."
For the same rental fee. New Hope will
be able to provide expanded ministries
in the new location. "It looks like

we're moving 'downtown,'" quipped
Pastor Bartz. •



IMearly 2,000 Reading
the Bible at Eastern Hills
Nearly 2,000 attendees of Eastern

Hills Wesleyan Church in
Williamsville, N.Y., are reading
through the Bible this year according
to Assistant Pastor Kirk Statler. That

number includes some 250 children

who are reading the Scriptures daily.
Senior Pastor Karl Eastlack

promotes Bible reading from the
platform each Sunday, and weekly
selections from the One Year Bible

are discussed in a small group
settings.

By Eiana Peters

ADay in the
Ninth Ward

re going to rebuild,"
declared Arthur as he

boarded the nine passenger
van that would carry his family out
onto the potholed streets of the Ninth
Ward of New Orleans for their first

look at their decimated community.
Arthur's wife, Angelina, agreed.

"All the family lived right here. Our
parents never lived anywhere else. We
were bom and raised here. Our chil

dren went to school here. We know

everybody—cousins, aunts and uncles,
friends from way back. We're coming
back to New Orleans, all right."

As Chaplain Ron Peters inched the
van around the comer carefully avoid
ing scattered debris and downed wires,
every passenger gasped in shock!

"Look! Auntie's house isn't there!

Oh! It's across the street, smashed into

cousin Charlie's house." Sure enough,

w
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Statler reports that congregation
members are learning a lot from their
immersion in Scripture. "I didn't
know that was in the Bible" and

"Now I understand why God did
that!" are common exclamations from

attendees. Pastor Statler adds, "It has
been tremendous at helping people to
understand why they must have a
good knowledge of Scripture and
how it all fits together: it is the single
best way to guard against error and
combat the enemy." •

what appeared to be one long crum
pled house had been three small frame
dwellings before Katrina. Flood cur
rents had jammed the house between
two dwellings. Inside, thick smelly
black mold covered everything from
floor to ceiling.

"Oh no! Our church roof collapsed!
The brick walls are cracked! I wonder

where the pastor and his family went."
Pity the poor pastor, wherever he was.
He had lost home, community, parish
and his flock along with his church.
Before the flood, small vibrant evan

gelical churches peppered the Ninth
Ward. Now, as the van passed each
shattered church building, we prayed
quietly for their scattered members.

Ron headed the van down what was

left of neighborhood streets as passengers
called out frantic directions. A cousin's

house had drifted a block from its foun

dation slab. Grandma's house was

kindling. The neighborhood school had
slid and cracked. We silently passed the
long gash in the levee now precariously
filled with gravel. A barge rested where
several blocks of houses had been com

pletely swept away. A shocked hush
settled over the van occupants.

A somber mood prevailed as the
van tumed into the parking lot. I

Wesleyan News

quickly slid from my seat to help each
stunned passenger out of the van.
They staggered into my outstretched
arms, forever changed; their hopes and
dreams dashed.

We huddled together in prayer,arms
encircling waists. Then, Arthur summed
up the feelings of all, "We'll never
rebuild. We'll never come back here." He

said, voice cracking. "We could never
live down here by that levee again."

Some drifted off to their cars, oth

ers stayed to talk about their ordeal of
the past weeks. It didn't matter who
was black or white. In fact, nothing
mattered except life, death, loss, and
shock. We felt privileged to share in
each personal crisis.

We found these families who had

lost so much to be courageous, kind,
hopeful, and patient. Most looked to
God to sustain them though their
ordeal. After another round of hugs and
prayers, we waved goodbye to these
courageous Christians. We're confident
God will see them through this crisis,
but we wish we knew how. •

Natz and Elana Peters served in New

Orleans as Chaplains with Victim Relief
Ministries. For more information, contact

them at praytampabay@juno.com.
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Hispanic Church Planted in
the Greater Ohio District

Great Commission Wesleyan
Church conducted its first service

among a growing Hispanic community
in Washington Courthouse, Ohio, in
February 2006. Pastor Maria Acuna
and Manuel Calderon, along with their
13-year-old son Juan Manuel (all
originally from Colombia, South
America), have opened the new work
using the facilities of the Wesley
Memorial Wesleyan Church and work
ing closely with Rev. Janette Post, a
Spanish-speaking former missionary.
For more information about the Great

Commission Wesleyan Church, visit
www.wesleyan.org/ecg. •

Penn-Jersey Project
Supports African
Missions at Home

The Penn-Jersey
District, in

partnership with
Wesleyan Investment
Foundation, has begun the
Darby Faith Project—a
church plant in Darby,
Pennsylvania. Members of
the new Faith Wesleyan
Church are from Sierra

Leone, and many are separated from
their family members due to the wait
ing period for immigration approval.
The pastor and a number of the con
gregants are graduates of the Wesleyan
Bible College in Sierra Leone. The
church has been meeting in a row
home, squeezing up to 90 people into
this limited space for worship.

Twenty churches
from the Penn-Jersey
District have provided

f'' funding or labor for
the construction of a

new church. Much of

the administrative and

construction oversight has come from
members of Bethany Wesleyan
Church in Cherryville, Pennsylvania.
District Superintendent Harry F. Wood
says of the project, "We have
responded to the need which existed
and as always sought to make a differ
ence in expanding the interests of
Christ's Kingdom." •

Find what you're
looking for...



Wesleyan Retirement
Center Recognizes
Jane Dieter

Jane Dieter was the honoree at acel
ebration held at January 10 on the

occasion of her retirement as executive

director at Homestead Manor, an

assisted living center in Denton,
Maryland, and as director of the Ladies
Spectacular event, which she founded
25 years ago. Chesapeake District
Superintendent Stan Hoover recognized
Mrs. Dieter on behalf of the district for

her 24 years of service at Homestead
Manor. Mrs. Dieter shared this celebra

tion with her coworkers, family, and
civic leaders during a reception at the
Denton Crowder Center on the

Wesleyan Camp campus. •

Chesapeake District
Ignites Flame of Blessing
In Dominican Republic

Latin America Area Director Rick
West and a team from the

Chesaf)eake District conducted seminars
for pastors in the Dominican Republic in
Febmary. Pastor Carlos Martinez of the
Dominican Republic reports, "The visit
of the partnership team from the
Chesapeake District has ignited a flame
of great blessing to the ministry here. In
the month of March, the focus of Sunday
services is on the life and experience of
sanctification. Sunday, March 12, we had
a glorious service. Fifteen new converts
and visitors of other congregations
stepped forward to receive sanctification
by faith. The presence of the Lord was
evident as we witnessed overflowing joy
and the enthusiasm of God's people.
Thank you for partnering with us!" •

www.wesleyan.org

Indiana South District
Builds Church in Panama

A14-member team from the Indiana
South District began construction

of a new church in Calobre, Panama,
during a 12-day trip in February.
Some of the 20 members of the

Calobre congregation participated in
the construction, about one-third of

which was completed. The Indiana

Wesleyan Mews

team also held a community service
while in the area and visited Playon
Chico, a church they had built on a
previous visit. The Indiana South
District has been in partnership with
Panama for seven years and sends
work teams twice a year. The district
has helped to build or renovate four
churches and has ministered with

work-and-witness teams in ten

churches. •

Southern Wesleyan
Announces

Mitchell Award Winner

Dr. Virgil
Mitchell pre

sented the V. A.

Mitchell Excellence

in Pastonil Ministry
Award to Dr. Ronald

L. Haithcock, pastor
of Long Shoals
Wesleyan Church
in Lincolnton,
N.C., during
Southern Wesleyan
University's annual
Area Minister's

Conference, attended

by more than 200
spiritual leaders.

Haithcock is the

twelfth recipient of
the award, which

salutes pastors
who have made a

significant impact upon the
development of their churches
and communities. Mitchell, age
91, is an alumnus of the Southern

Wesleyan University and a long
time supporter of the institution.

The purpose of the award is to
enhance the importance of pas
toral ministry, to recognize
ministry excellence and service
to the church, and to support of
Southern Wesleyan University.
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Illinois Church Sends

Eighth Team to Assist with
Katrina Relief

Heritage Wesleyan Church of Rock
Island, Illinois, has sent eight

teams to the Gulf Coast region to
assist World Hope International in
hurricane relief. Since an initial trip,
made just after the disaster to assess
ways that the church might be
involved in relief, almost 100 people
from Heritage have taken week-long
work trips to three disaster-stricken
areas. Additional trips are planned
throughout the summer. According to
team coordinator Jeff McMahon,

"We'll keep sending teams as long as
they need us."

According to Rich Lively,
Heritage's pastor of global outreach,
"HWC has also raised over $30,000 in
relief funds and sent two semi truck

loads of supplies to the region."

Heritage member and truck driver
Ken Johnson donates his truck and

time to haul the supplies when
needed. "With my job on the road so
often, I feel like I can't do enough at
the church, so at least this lets me

help out in a significant way,"
Johnson said. •

Bahamas Church Radio

Program Makes an Impact

New Beginnings Wesieyan Center
in Freeport, Bahamas, launched

its radio program. Vital Issues, in
April 2005. The program teaches holy
living, emphasizing how people are to
respond to God and to others. Vital
Issues is aired on the nation's top-
rated radio station, known as the

Broadcasting Corporation of the
Bahamas, ZNS, on Wednesday
evenings at 8:00 p.m. New
Beginnings is the only Wesleyan

UIBBGD
"If God has given you a passion for short-term missions, whether you are a

first-timer or an old pro, I highly recommend the GO Equipped training."
Peter Moore

District Director of World Missions

Atlantic District

SAMPLE TOPICS:

• Team Building

• Logistics

• Cross-cultural Sensitivity
for Teams

• Crisis/risk management

• Short-Term Mission

Strategies

• Debriefing

Church in the Bahamas. Through this
ministry. The Wesleyan Church in the
Bahamas is making its presence
known throughout the islands. •

IWU Dedicates Three

Regional Campuses

Dedications were held in February
and March for the three newest

regional campuses of Indiana
Wesleyan University (IWU). The
Lexington (Ky.) Education Center was
dedicated Feb. 22, the Dayton (Ohio)
Education Center was dedicated

March 17, and the Louisville

Education Center was dedicated

March 28. IWU is building new edu
cation centers in Merrillville (Ind.)
and Greenwood (Ind.) and plans to
lease a building in Columbus, Ohio.
By the end of 2006, IWU will have 14
regional campuses in Indiana, Ohio,
and Kentucky. •

To register for upcoming GO-Equipped training events, visitour website at ww.goequipped.com. CHobal

If you are interested in hosting a GO-Equipped training event at your church or district,
contact Heath Koth at kothh@wesleyan.org or 800.707.7715.
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Confirm yourparticipation

in the historical celebration

\
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"Concert ofPraise"
Saturday, Oct. 28 at 7 p.m.

featuring
Former SWU Vocal and Instrumental groups

Members of college choir
Member of instrumental group or ensemble
Member of quartet, trio, sextet
Member of Ministry Teams

with Specialguest Rick Webb Trio

Rehearsal for this grand finale event will be held
following the Fine Arts Hall ofFame Awards Banquet

on Friday, Oct. 27 (Banquet ticket $10)

li ii;

Alumni Center 1-800-282-8798 ext 5384

Fine Arts Department 1-800-282-8798 ext. 5294
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Houghton College
Completes
Wireless IMetuuork

Houghton College's technology
services department has completed

installation of over 80 wireless access

points on its campus.
"There have been a few wireless

hot spots on campus for several
years," said Houghton's director of
technology services, Don Haingray.
"This summer we started working on
filling in the gaps and completed most
of the buildings with the exception
of some outlying residences. Over
Christmas break these were brought
online as well."

Since every Houghton student
receives a laptop and printer upon
enrollment at Houghton, the wireless
network benefits the whole commu

nity. "I have found the wireless
network to be very convenient, fast
and easy to use," said Brittney
Shatto, a junior at Houghton. •

issionary

South Korea today sends
out more missionaries

than any other country
except the United States.
In terms of missionaries

per congregation, Korea
sends one missionary for
every 4.2 congregations.

—Rob Moll, "Missions

Incredible," ChristianityToday,
March 2006
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Grant Moves

Bethany
Chapel Project
toward Goal

A $500,000 grant from
Wesleyan Investment

Foundation (WIF) will help
Bethany Bible College reach its
fundraising goal of $4.5 million
for construction of the 800-seat

Irving Saunders Chapel, which
is to be completed in 2006.
Dr. Craig Dunn, chief executive
officer of WIF, presented an ini
tial check to the college during
its March 2006 meeting of the
board of trustees. An additional

$3.5 million in pledges had already
been raised for the project. Later
phases of construction will include

Concert Honors

Dr. and Mrs. Barnes

Three hundred students and faculty
members from the Indiana Wesleyan

University Division of Music performed
at a free public concert at the Philippe
Performing Arts Center to honor Dr.
Jim Barnes and his wife, Prof. Tommie

Barnes, on April 6. Jim Barnes became

'aw

0

music practice rooms, spiritual life
department offices, and food service
for receptions and banquets. •

the first chancellor of IWU on July 1,
2006, a day after he completed his 19th
year as president. Tommie Barnes has
been an education professor at IWU
for 18 years. The Barneses were also
honored at a campus-wide convocation
April 27. •

Anniversary
Rev. & Mrs. Walter W. Jeffries

Celebrating their 60"^ wedding anniver
sary on June 28, 2006, Rev. & Mrs.
Walter Jeffries have spent 60 years
serving Christ, The Wesleyan Church
in the Western Ohio District, and the

Salvation Army. Still active in ministry,
their duties have included pastoring,
teaching, administration, and evangelism.
Rev. Jeffries was district superintendent
in the Western Ohio district for 18

years. Walter and Charlotte are the
parents of two children and three
grandchildren.



IWU Professor

Receives

Fulbright Award

Wesleyan ilews

Dr. Nancy G. Saunders, who teaches
in the Master of Education pro

gram at Indiana Wesleyan University,
has received a Fulbright Scholar Award
to teach and do research in Chile. She

will spend six months at the University
of Concepcion beginning February
2007. The university is located near
the Pacific Ocean in Concepcion,
Chile, a city of 220,000 people.

Dr. Saunders' work in Chile will

focus on the country's English Opens
Doors initiative, which is designed to
intensify the learning of English so
that Chilean students have better

opportunities in today's global world.
The Fulbright program is sponsored

by the Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs of the U. S. Department
of State. The program began in 1946 as
a result of legislation introduced by
U.S. Senator J. William Fulbright. The
program sends 800 U.S. faculty and
professionals abroad each year. •

Christians

and Technology
Christians account for

40 percent of the consumer
technology market.

One out of five adults owns an

iPod or other MP3 player,
allowing them to enjoy music
(and sometimes video] vyhenever
and wherever they choose.

Eighty-four percent of American
households have a DVD player,
which represents an increase
of more than 400 percent since 2000.

More than nine out of 10 adults have at least one

portable digital device.

—Pastors Weekly Briefing,
Feb. 10, 2006

www.weeley8n.org

Register now for new materials
for 2006-2007!

Designed lo encourage spiritual growth,
develop relationships, and give opportu
nities and avenues for service.

Register hy July 3! to receive a
free pft.

Your life will be impacted by the books
To Fly Afiain by Gracia Bumham and
Captivating by John and Stasi Eldredge.
These books, audio CDs. and tapes are
available for $34.99 including postage.
Register and order online or by calling
the office.

Wesleyan Kids for Missions (WKFM)
materials can be ordered b\ contact

ing the W'esleyan Publishing House
at \vph(g wesleyan.org or by calling
317.493.7539.

Check out our web site for information

about the Women's Ministiy Summit
and pre-conference Speech Clinic. June
13-17, 2007, in Marion, Indiana.

Wesleyan Women
PO Box 50434

Indianapolis. IN 46250
Phone: 317.774.7974

Web site: www.vvesleyan.org/'women
E-mail: \v\s@w esleyan.org



We're glad to make Wesleycm Life
available at no cost to your

church. This quarterly magazine is a
real plus, with news and information
about the General Church, districts,

local church, and Wesleyan colleges
and universities.

We want to make sure that

Wesleyan Life is distributed to your
entire congregation. Here are some
proven methods for promoting and
distributing the magazine:

^ Announce the arrival of the new
I • Wesleyan Life issue from the pulpit

and in your church publications.

2 Display Wesleyan Life
• covers on your church

bulletin boards.

3 Appoint ushers or greeters to
• distribute copies along with

your church bulletins.

4 Give copies to everyone on
• your staff.

Wesleyan Life and
Your Church

Ask Sunday school teachers to
'• hand out copies to their class.

I Use copies as handouts during
'• pastoral visits.

Place copies in local institutions
• (hospitals, doctors' offices, etc.).

Make a Wesleyan Life tabletop
display in the church foyer.8

Inform your congregation of
the home delivery option.

10

11.

Include a Wesleyan Life in
your visitor packet.

Distribute copies to your
membership class attendees.

We want to be of service to your
church. Call 317.774.7909 for

further information. •

NSVRANCE C

3000 Schuster Une I P.O. Box 357 1 Merrill, Wl 5445^3^7

Church Mutuul has been rated A+ (Superior) every year since 1952 l)y industry' analyst A.M. Best.



Obituaries

Austin, Rev. James T. (93)
Rev. James T. Austin resided in

Orillia, Ontario, Canada, at the time
of his death. He is survived by his
wife of 72 years, Iva Marion
(Humphrey) Austin; two sons; six
grandchildren; seventeen great-grand-
children; five great-great-grandchildren.
Rev. Austin pastored churches at
Hillsdale, Housey's Rapids, Durham,
and Lion's Head, Ontario, Canada;

also. Wells, N.Y., and DuBois, Pa. He
worked in the printing department of
the Pilgrim Holiness Church
Publishing House during 1956-1958
and again from 1960-1963.

Awe, Rev. Orville M. (90)
Rev. Orville M. Awe passed away
Wednesday, May 3, 2006, at the
Lutheran Home in Toledo, Ohio.

His pastorates included churches in
Athens, Bowersville, Bradford, Port

Clinton, and Jackson, Ohio, as well as

Lawrenceville and Marshall, Illinois.

He served as the district superintend
ent in Ohio from 1960 to 1963 and

as the district superintendent of the
Illinois district from 1967 to 1975.

Rev. Awe retired in 1981 after 38

years in the ministry. He is survived
by his wife, Dorothy; two children;
sister, Thelma George; and two
grandchildren.

Camp, Darvin BreMon (64)
Darvin Camp resided in Lake
Norman, N.C., at the time of his

death. He is survived by his wife,
Peggy; one daughter; one son; and
two grandchildren. Darvin was a
member of United Wesleyan Church
in Charlotte, N. C., where he served

as Sunday school superintendent, as a
member of the local board of adminis

tration, and as a Sunday school
teacher. He was the first president of
Wesleyan Men in the North Carolina
West District; he also wrote curricu

lum for Wesleyan Kids for Missions
and served on the board of trustees at

Southern Wesleyan University.

wvvw.wesleyan.org

Mclntosh, Rev. Dallas D. (90)
Rev. Dallas D. Mclntosh was a resi

dent of Marion, Ind., at the time of

his death. He is survived by his wife,
Carol Harmon Mclntosh; one son;

one daughter; one step-son; three
step-daughters; four grandchildren;
nine great-grandchildren; thirteen
step-grandchildren; eight step-great-
grandchildren; and three step-great-
great-grandchildren. He was preceded
in death by a grandson. Rev. Mclntosh
was pastor to many churches including
several Wesleyan churches in the
Indiana North District and retired

as Pastor of the Sweetser Wesleyan
Church in 1977. He served in

Evangelism for nine years. He also
taught Leathercraft at Fairmount
Youth Camp.

Millar, Rev. Leslie (91)
Leslie Millar resided in New York City
at the time of his death. He was pre
ceded in death by his wife of 53 years,
Albertha Clarke Millar. In 1971 Rev.

Millar became the first indigenous dis
trict superintendent of The Wesleyan
Church in Guyana, having served as
assistant district superintendent there
for 14 years. Rev. Millar had pastored
churches in Courentyne, Christianburg,
and Georgetown, Guyana, and had
served as associate pastor of the
Jamaica-Queens Wesleyan Church in
New York City. Rev. Millar had also
served as president of the village coun
cil in Christianburg. He is survived by
one daughter.

Miller, Rev. William H. (80)
Rev. William H. Miller resided in

Harrington, Del., at the time of his
death. He is survived by his wife of 57
years, Thelma M. (Wells) Miller; two
daughters; one son; three grandchil
dren; and two great grandchildren.
Rev. Miller served as pastor of Calvary
Wesleyan Church of Harrington for
over 38 years. He was also privileged
to serve as a Delaware State Police

Chaplain for 12 years.

IMalley, Rev. George M. (89)
George M. Nalley resided in Marion,
Ind., at the time of his death. He is sur
vived by his wife, Christine Nalley; one
son; t\vo daughters; and five grandchil
dren. Rev. Nalley was an ordained
minister in The Wesleyan Church for 33
years and taught in the public schools
for 25 years. He had served as pastor at
Knighton Chapel in South Carolina and
at Glenville Chapel in North Carolina.
He served in the U.S. Army in WWII as
a chaplain's assistant. Rev. Nalley was a
member of Westview Wesleyan Church,
Jonesboro, Ind.

St. Clair, Ethel Frances Boothe (92)
Ethel Frances Boothe St. Clair of Vinton,

Va., was preceded in death by her hus
band of over 50 years, Rev. Palmer G.
St. Clair. She is survived by three daugh
ters, one son, and twelve grandchildren.
The St. Clairs served in the pastorate to
various churches in the VirginiaDistrict
of The Wesleyan Church.

Weathers, Marvin, Sr. (94)
Marvin Weathers Sr. resided in

Woodruff, S.C., at the time of his

death. He is survived by his wife of
76 years, Christine Fleming Weathers;
three sons; two daughters; 15 grand
children; and a number of great
grandchildren and great-great-grand
children. He was preceded in death
by a daughter-in-law and one grand
son. In 1940 Mr. Weathers joined
Knighton Chapel Wesleyan Church,
where he served as Sunday school
superintendent for 52 years.

Zerbe, Rosella M. (75)
Rosella M. Zerbe resided in Sunbury,
Pa., at the time of her death. She is

survived by two daughters, one son,
10 grandchildren, and 21 great-grand-
children. She was preceded in death
by her husband, Jesse G. Zerbe.
Rosella was a member of Stonington
Wesleyan Church, where she had
served as church secretary. She also
participated in the church's Kid's Club
and in other children's ministries.
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When your father dies on the eve
of Father's Day, the holiday is
over. When a teenager Idiied

David Tiller, it changed more than a
single day; it forever altered the lives
of his three young sons and widow.

I know, for I was privileged to
become their "new dad."

A Fateful Outing
In 1989, with only a few hours

notice, Cindy Tiller navigated the blur
of a fatherless Father's Day. David and
Cindy had joined her family for a boat
ride before supper at the riverfront
Shooters Restaurant in Toledo, Ohio.

As rain approached, Cindy's father
went to move the boat closer to the
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restaurant. When he failed to return,

David went in search of him. David

turned the comer to see a man, the

owner of a speedboat, assaulting his
father-in-law. The fight resulted from
a dispute over a dock slip—a parking
place for a boat. Before David could
react, a large 17-year-old who had been
a passenger in the speedboat attacked
him, punching him from behind.
The blow thmst the young father
into a diving platform, rendering him
unconscious before he fell into the

water and slipped beneath the dock.
David's father-in-law and brother-

in-law dove into the water to attempt a
rescue but were unsuccessful. David's

smile had been forever dimmed, his
relentless humor rendered cmelly silent.

The young man who delivered the
fatal blow was found guilty of involun
tary manslaughter. He received a minor's
sentence: five weekends in detention.

Two years later 1 married Cindy.

Frozen in Time

Jason was David and Cindy's oldest
son and only six years old when he lost
his father. For Jason and his brothers,

Nick and Josh, the image of their
father is frozen in time. Through the
years, friends and relatives have
helped to add resolution to the picture.
Recently, a letter arrived at our house
for Jason—the delayed delivery of a
keepsake from his "old" dad. Around
the time of Jason's birth, David inad
vertently left his paycheck tacked to
a stud while working on a friend's
house. It remained there until a recent

remodeling. The friend discovered the
long-lost paycheck and sent it to Jason.
It is now the boy's prized possession.

All fathers will face the moment of

passage from this life. What are the
few things that their children will
grasp and hold? What image of them
will be frozen in their sons' minds?

1 have learned that a permanent
image is the sum of memories.
Children know well our character and

characteristics. Each day we're being
filmed in their minds—and re-cuts are

difficult to come by. In the end, it's
usually not how fathers die but how
they lived that will be remembered by
their children.

A Living Legacy
Three years before his death, David

placed his faith in another home
remodeler—a carpenter named Jesus
Christ. Our shared sons have also built

their lives upon this Rock. And one
day, one fine day, one unbelievably
brilliant day, I'll be privileged to
witness for the first time David's

legendary smile that sparkles now
through the faces of three wonderful
young men. •
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Personal
By
Wayne Schmidt

Integrity
T

Ihere may come a time
when you are asked to do
something that violates
your core convictions.

You may be asked to lie in order
to enhance the reputation of your
company or its brand image. You
may be expected to engage in a
business activity that is unethical or
illegal. In each case, some aspect
of self-preservation will
be pitted against your desire to
be obedient.

This is a real test of the

stewardship of power.

A Test of Integritv
Three young men faced a similar

challenge as recorded in the book of
Daniel. Shadrach, Meshach, and

Abednego were required by their king
to bow in reverence to an idol. They
refused to comply and faced the fiery
furnace as a result. The three were loyal
employees who had carried out their
responsibilities in a way that led to pro
motion and recognition. But the limit of
their otherwise legitimate loyalty to their
nonbelieving employer came when that
employer called them to violate their
conscience. Their primary loyalty to
God rightly took precedence over their
secondary loyalty to their employer.

None of us risk being thrown into
a fiery furnace when we stand for our
convictions. But we may pay a
price—loss of income, failure to
receive a raise or promotion, demo
tion, termination of employment.
When faced with such a situation, it
will be tempting to cast the unethical
or immoral behavior in the most

righteous of terms. We may deceive
ourselves into believing that the most
important thing is to maintain our
position of power.
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You may be
asked to do

something
that violates

your core

convictions.

A Firm Response
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego

respectfully but firmly asserted that
they would not violate the dictates
of their conscience. While acknowl

edging the king's authority over their
immediate future, they simultaneously
made clear that their ultimate well-

being was not in his hands but in
God's. They submitted themselves
in obedience to God, no matter what

the future held (Dan. 3:16-18).
That vertical focus—seeing God's

power as primary in their lives and the
king's power as secondary—was the
sotirce of their integrity. When I think
my well-being ultimately depends on
my employer, I may compromise my
integrity out of loyalty to the company.
When I am constantly aware that God
is my ultimate boss and has final say in
my career, I am empowered to act with
complete integrity in the workplace.

A Good Result
It is important to respond to ethical

dilemmas with the same spirit as did
the three Jewish men—respectfully
but firmly. Sometimes standing for
convictions can create a spirit of
self-righteousness or condescension
toward others. When we stand for the

right value with the wrong attitude,
it deflects attention from the real

moral issue at hand. It is possible to
take a stand humbly and respectfully,
yet firmly.

Those who have integrity tend to
gain power in the workplace. Those
who lack integrity generally lose
power over the long run. Personal
integrity is critical for the stewardship
of power at work. •

—Wayne Schmidi is senior pastor of

Kentwood Conununity Chiovh, Kentwood,
Mich. Excerptedfrom Power Plays: Overcome

the Need for Control and Learn to Live with

Strength and Integrity hy Wayne Schmidi. Used
hy permission of Wesleyan Publishing House.



"Everything
is wonderful,"
you say with a smile. "The kids are
delightful and my marriage is strong."

How well can you fake conviction?
About as well as a parrot can hold
a conversation. If you pretend to
believe something you don't, people
will see right through you—maybe
not right away, but eventually.

False Conviction
Why bother trying to fake convic

tion anyway? If you hate chocolate
ice cream but swear to others that you
would die without it, you're the only
one who suffers for your lie. If you
don't believe in God but go through
all the motions of being a Christian,
you gain a bunch of empty rules with
no benefit. If your family is hurting
but you insist nothing is wrong, you
will never find healing.

One of the best things about
having integrity is that we can let go

of the pressure of pretending to be
perfect. We no longer put on a good
front to win the approval of others.
Rather, when we mess up, we admit
our mistake and repent of it.

False Authenticity
But is that what it means to be

real, letting go of facades? If you
don't feel like going to church, does
staying home show authenticity? If
you yell at your kids at home, do you
demonstrate your integrity by yelling
at them in public too? If you feel as if
your marriage is no good, does walk
ing out make you honest? No way.

Being real is not so much
about admitting your faults (and
unashamedly acting them out) as it is
about living the way God created you
to live. An attractive piano that is
never played is merely a knick-knack.
A treadmill covered in blouses and

If you pretend
to believe

something
you don't,
people will see
through you.

bathrobes is not fulfilling its
designer's intention. And a human
being living below God's standard is
neither living with integrity nor living
up to his or her true calling—to be a
reflection of the glory of God.

Real Integrity
How do you get real integrity as a

wife, a husband, a parent, a son, or a
daughter? You study the Word of God
to find out who your Maker is. You
accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and
Savior so that the Holy Spirit can enter
your heart and cause you to become
the person you are meant to be. And
you do the hard work of living with
integrity by acting out that reality
where it matters most—in your own
home, among your family members.

Then you will be able to say, "My
family? No, they're not perfect. But I
sure love them." And it'll be true. •

—Heather Gemmen Wilson is a

best-selling author andfreelance editor. She
lives in Indianapolis, Ind., with her husband,

Lawrence W. Wilson, and their blendedfamily
ofsix children, www.heathergemmen.com

Family Integrity
By
Heather

Gemmen

Wilson
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Ministry
Integrity

In ministry
we are part

of a much

bigger family
than just

those in the

church to

whom we

minister.

Iwas preparing to leadachapel
service at a Fellowship of
Leaders Acquiring Ministerial
Education (FLAME) event when

one of my students handed me an
article titled "Enough is Enough."
The article was a tirade against the
sweeping tide of sexual immorality
that was infiltrating ministers' lives
and Christians in general. The student
snidely remarked, "I guess his actions
speak louder than his words." The
author of the article had recently been
convicted of a sex crime and had lost

his ministerial credentials.

That morning 1 gave a devotional
based on one of the guiding principles
of FLAME: Accountability within the
FLAME family. Painfully I recalled
the loss of a few students from the

program who thought they were
strong enough to "make it on their
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own," but who

had suffered a

serious lapse in
their integrity. I
praised a group of
three students who,

even though living in
three different regions
of the United States, had
formed a weekly accounta
bility group by phone and
e-mail. The testimonies of these

three students revealed a story of the
same temptations as others with a
much different outcome due to their

intense commitment to be open, hon
est, and frank with each other.

integrity Matters
How do we address the issue of

being the person we say we are?
Ministry integrity takes commit
ment—not just to our relationship
with God but in our relationships with
other people as well. As ministers we
have to be aware of integrity in places
such as the following:

Preaching. Did I give credit to the
person whose material I borrowed and
used for this message? Did I betray a
confidence or inappropriately use an
example from my spouse or family?

Administration. Can I say that I am a
person of total integrity when it comes
to both my personal finances and those
of the church? Do I treat my staff with
the same respect I want in return?

Counseling. Have I established
well-defined boundaries concerning
private contact with people of the
opposite sex in counseling and other
situations?

Personal. Does someone who has

total access to my life purposefully

By Wayne Richards

and regularly question me in areas of
personal devotional life, commitment
to the call of God, and fulfillment of
public commitments I have made?

Horlzontai Roots
I've read that Sequoia trees have a

unique way of standing against the
fierce winds they endure. These huge
trees actually have root systems that
grow outward instead of downward. In
this way their root systems grow into
one another, and during a severe wind-
stonn their intertwined roots actually
keep these trees from falling over.

In ministry we are part of a much
bigger family than just those in the
church to whom we minister. The time

has come to join together with others in
the fellowship of the called—to share
deeply, to support lovingly, to admonish
biblically and to accept correction
humbly. The time has come to move
from talking about philosophical
ministry integrity to actively living
real-life ministry integrity. •

—Wayne Richards
is Director ofMinisterial Preparation in the
Department ofEducation and the Ministry.
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Navy Commander Gary W.
a chaplain with the 24th Marine
Expeditionary Unit (MRU),
performs evening prayer aboard
the USS Iwo Jima

Wesleyan Chaplain
Ministers

to

By
Cpl. Jeffrey
A. Cosoia

Hundreds of Marines
A man walks deep within

enemy country armed only
with the Bible and his faith.

He travels unfamiliar lands

in service to others, providing a kind
word here, a good work there. A man
of God, his path leads him to the aid of
his country and offers the 24th Marine
Expeditionary Unit (MEU) one of its
greatest force multipliers. He is Navy
Commander Gary W. Carr, 24th MEU
chaplain, and he's making a difference
one Marine at a time.

A Framework for Faith
"I try to meet as many Marines as

possible," explains Carr, a native of
Lansing, Michigan. "With the current
war we're in, our faith plays a signifi
cant role. It provides courage and
wisdom in times of chaos and critical

decision making."
For Carr, his job provides a frame

work for the discussion of faith and

an opportunity to be a trusted friend
that a service member can turn to in

troubled times. Clearing a confused
mind before a combat action can not

only save the individual's life, but the

www.wesleyan.org

lives of everyone who may be
depending on that Marine.

"When we get on the battlefield,
they're going to bump into God," says
Carr. "I'm arranging a way for them
to have a frame of reference when the

time comes."

Carr spends his time at sea trying
to meet hundreds of Marines a day
and says, "I like to eyeball Marines. I
like to go into work spaces and talk to
them, learn something about each per
son. It's all about connecting, because
once you connect, you have the
opportunity to empower them to do
something great."

A Variety of Duties
In addition to daily rounds aboard

the USS Iwo Jima, Can offers formal

counseling, religious education, and
worship opportunities throughout
each week.. He also focuses on the

families of Marines.

"Deploying is a very stressful
event, and the loss they feel is real,"
adds Can. "Families need to have a

chance to see their chaplain. I love to
help people."

Beyond easing troubled souls. Can-
says he is genuinely interested in
helping Marines master more than
just their tangible skills. He urges
them to improve their spiritual well-
being so they'll be able to serve with

honor—always striving for an under
standing of what it means to serve
under the flag of a higher purpose.

"If wars have to be fought, we will
finish," says Can. "We will serve our
country whenever called, and we'll
serve it with the highest values." •

WESL£YAN • »naiPi 7



Visit
Southern

VXAesleyan
University

thisfall as we celebrate
our Centennial

Sept 30
Octll

Oct27

Oct 27-^

SWV Bound VisitDay
SWV Bound VisitDay
Home School/Christian

School VisitDay
Homecoming
Winter Weekend

Log on to ^
www.swu.edu

to learn more,
or

to schedule your
personalized campus

visit call
1-800-282-8798

ext 5550.

Education:

Dream
of a

Lifetime
for Southern Wesleyan StudentIt started inadoctor's office in

Goose Creek, S.C. From a mag
azine ad, ninth grader Braeden
Kershner first learned that he

might have the privilege of conduct
ing the Boston Pops Orchestra. After
researching the authenticity of the
advertisement on the Internet,
Braeden set out to meet its require
ments. For a donation of $10,000,
a guest conductor could conduct a
piece of music at a public concert.

A Priceless Dream
The more Braeden thought about

his dream, the more confident he

became that he could accomplish it.
"Dreams are priceless," he says.
"And if I can obtain mine for

$10,000, that's a lot less than others
have to pay for theirs."

Fii"st Braeden sent letters to busi

nesses all across South Carolina

asking for donations, but none came.
"Then I decided I had to earn it

myself," he declares. He mowed
lawns, washed cars, sold carnations,
and worked a night shift at a restau
rant. In all, he worked eleven jobs
during that year, collecting just over
$5,000. Each week, Braeden called the
Pops office to report how much money
he had raised. After several months,
the orchestra's administrators began to
believe Braeden was serious. When

Maestro Lockhart of the Pops became
aware of Braeden's progress, the con
ductor asked his staff to find a sponsor
for the event to help the young man
achieve his dream.

J. Charles

Mealy

A Dream Come True
In 2001, the orchestra was sched

uled to perform in Greenville, S.C.,
and Braeden was informed that he had

been selected to conduct the Pops at
their upcoming concert. On March 6,
2001, Braeden led the Boston Pops
performance of 'The Stars and Stripes
Forever" at Greenville's Bi-Lo Center

before a crowd of more than 6,000

spectators.

"It was the most fun I've ever

had!" he recalls.

NBC, ABC, and CNN reported
the story the next day on their morn
ing news broadcasts. In addition to
allowing Braeden to conduct the per
formance, the orchestra returned the

money he had collected, to help
finance his college education.

The Dream Continues
Shortly after fulfilling his dream,

Braeden enlisted in the Marine Corps
and served four years as a member of
the Marine Band in Camp Lejeune,
N.C. After finishing his term of serv
ice, Braeden enrolled at Southem

Wesleyan University to prepare for a
career in teaching music.

Braeden currently serves as
church music director while complet
ing his degree, and he enjoys hearing
from those who have been inspired
by his story. He says, "To read a let
ter from someone who was inspired
to fulfill their dream as a result of

seeing me achieve mine, is the best
gift I can receive." •

- J. Charles Mealy is Director of
Conference Services at Southem Wesleyan

University in Central, South Carolina
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By Thomas E. Armiger
Society is motivated by causes.

From the American revolutionary
war to the British abolitionist

movement to the Polish Solidarity
to women's rights and civil rights,
political and social movements have
formed the course of history.

Religious culture is also characterized
by the movement of iLs adherents. Over
the last three centuries, the Church has

been influenced by movements including,
but not limited to, the holiness movement,
ecumenism, evangelicalism, neo-pente-
costalism, the church growth movement,
and the megachurch movement.

Each of those movements is known

by the commitment of its constituency
to the philosophy, methodology, and
advocacy of its cause—in a spirit of
unity. For example, those who ascribe
to the theology, methodology, and
ministry philosophy of John Wesley are
known as Wesleyans. Wesleyanism,
which includes The Wesleyan Church,
has a similar character.

Could the global ministries of the
Church be described as a movement?

If so, what would its characteristic
be? Our global challenge launched at
General Conference 2004, called the
Church to be a transformational

movement. What indicators will tell
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us that our church has become a

transformational movement?

Foundationally we must go back to
the first-century church. Much of its
philosophy and methodology is evi
dent in the first two chapters of Acts.
Infused with the infilling of the Holy
Spirit, it launched a transformational
movement that changed the course of
Christian history.

Four key factors made the early
church a dominant transformational

movement: credibility, strategy,
accountability, and synergy. These
factors may well be indicators of the
global outreach movement of The
Wesleyan Church.

Credibility
Its beliefs and resulting behavior

gave the early church credibility.
(See Acts 2:36-42.) It was passionate
about preaching Christ, fulfilling its
mission of evangelism, and teaching
God's Word for lifechange.

In that light, we may reflect on our
own credibility:

Are wepassionate about preaching
Christ? The early church unashamedly

-h

proclaimedChrist (v. 36). Likewise,
The Wesleyan Church affirms the
gospel message of full salvation through
faith in Jesus Christ. We have full confi

dence in the power of the gospel to
change lives—it is transformational and
must be preached from every platform.

Are we passionate about evangel
izing the lost? The early church saw a
large number of converts join their
fellowship because they were commit
ted to obeying the Great Commission.
In one instance 3,000 people were
saved in a single day (v. 41). To be a
transformational Church, we will fully
commit to reaching everyone possible
with the gospel.

Are we passionate about teaching
God's Word? The early church devoted
itself to the apostles' teaching (v. 42).
Transformation occurs as we allow

God's Word to penetrate our hearts and
convict our souls. It must be faithfully
preached and taught in eveiy ministry
of the church.

We have full

confidence in the

power of the gospel
to change lives.



Strategy
The early church implemented a

strategy built around its vision and
values. (See Acts 2:44-46.) It was
passionate about sharing life in com
munity through fellowship, worship,
and prayer; passionate about meeting
the personal needs of the fellowship;
and passionate about multiplying its
fellowships.

We must address three strategic
questions;

Are we passionate about building
community life through fellowship,
worship, and prayer? We must find
ways to resource our churches to
build community. But the Church
cannot be effective in its outward

focus until the inward life of the body
is healthy and vibrant. Acts 4:31
(NIV) reads, "After they prayed, the
place where they were meeting was
shaken. And they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of
God boldly." Everyone participated in
the early church fellowship to ensure
a healthy community.

Are wepassionate about local
church health? The early church was
healthy because the needs of the fel
lowship were being met. (Acts 2:45:
"Selling their possessions and goods,
they gave to anyone as he had need.")

Are wepassionate about church
planting? The early church continu
ally expanded its borders. Verse 46
says, "They broke bread in their
homes and ate together with glad and
sincere hearts." We have the

resources, but what we need most is
to pray to the Lord of the Harvest to
rise up a cadre of church planters.

Accountabilitv
The early church was passionate

about making sure that honesty and

truth were maintained in the adminis

tration of the church. Their growing
responsibility demanded added
accountability: "And the Lord added
to their number daily those who were
being saved" (v. 47).

We must address three accounta

bility questions:
Are we passionate about measur

ing our ministry effectiveness? The
focus over the last year has been to
come up with some dashboard indica
tors that are applicable for the local,
district, and general Church. We must
address honestly whether or not our
ministries are being effective in
reaching a lost world for Christ.

Are we passionate about disci-
pling ourpeople into membership?
One of the main reasons we gauge
membership as a dashboard indicator
is that it becomes the likely conduit
for people to be confronted with the
claims of entire sanctification.

Are we passionate about leader
ship development? The Leadership
Development Journey was launched
as one of our first initiatives toward

building a transformational move
ment. Even after its initial excitement

and launch, I am pleased to report we
have more than 285 mentoring
groups meeting on a monthly basis,
and many districts are incorporating
coaching and consulting as tools for
pastoral renewal and development.

Synergy
The early church achieved synergy

through the alignment and allocation of
its resources. It was passionate about its
stewardship, its unity, and following the
leadership of the Holy Spirit.

We must address three application
questions:

Are we passionate about our stew
ardship ofresources? Though per

capita giving among covenant members
has increased, we must plan for the
ftiture, which will require us to be good
stewards of our current resources.

Are wepassionate about our unity
ofheart and mind? The early church
was of one heart and mind, evidence of

unity. We are a cross-cultural Church,
but we must be one in the bond of

Christ's love and Christ's mission.

Are wepassionate about the work
of the Holy Spirit in our churches?
A transformational movement is not

We are a cross-

cultural Church,

but we must be

one in the bond of

Christ's love and

Christ's mission.

something we create by fancy pro
grams, harder effort, or even mandated
emphasis; it must come from the work
of the Holy Spirit. Paul wrote, "He has
made us competent as ministers of a
new covenant—not of the letter but of

the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the
Spirit gives life" (2 Corinthians 3:6).

The Wesleyan Church can be a
transformed Church—a vital part of a
Wesleyan transformational move
ment—that has credibility, fulfills its
strategy, practices accountability, and
implements synergy through the
guiding work of the Holy Spirit.

May the Lord help us to be such a
Church. •

—Thomas Armiger is a General
Superintendent ofThe Wesleyan Church,

Indianapolis, Ind.
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God Deserves it:
An accountant learns
about tithingJ

As Christians we
are to tithe our
income to our
local church and
to give offerings
beyond that.
His demeanor changed when

we started talking about the
tithe. He acted like a guilty

man who had been caught with his
hand in the proverbial cookie jar.

I guessed the reason why but
didn't do anything to excuse him
from his self-imposed hot seat. I
sensed it as a "God moment" and

thought God might want to teach
him something through me. I have
known "Matt" (not his real name)
as a churchman, but one perhaps not
as involved as we would expect a
fully committed Christian to be.

Matt has been our tax accountant

for the past dozen years and prepares
both our corporate and personal
taxes. During that time we have had
many conversations about our min
istry and personal issues. This being
tax time, it was the topic for the day.

Good Measure,
Pressed Douun

My wife and I own and operate a
ministry-oriented business. As in any
business, some years are better (if
you are an optimist), and some are
worse (if you are a pessimist). This
particular year we were down a little
from the previous couple of years.
When he greeted me, Matt jokingly
mentioned that this was one of those

"good news-bad news" scenarios:

12 FALL 2006

The income was down, but the tax

refund was greater.
As we were reviewing our personal

tax-return forms, I noticed aloud that

he had accurately calculated our chari
table contributions. Then I simply
mentioned that as Christians we are to

tithe our income to our local church

and to give offerings beyond that
(which for us includes building fund,
missions, colleges, and so forth). He
started to squirm. Then I said, "Now
you know why we give so much
beyond our tithe." He didn't say any
thing about his own giving habits, but
his body language shouted his guilt!

He led me through the typical
process of reviewing the rest of the
tax forms. Then he diverted from his

procedure and did a purposeful calcu
lation of what we had left over after

the taxes and the tithe. Since Carol

and I own the business, we are
considered self-employed for tax
purposes, which means we pay a
higher total percentage of our income
in taxes than if we were employees.

Shaken Together
He was startled by his calcula

tions. "When you figure in your
tithe," he said, "you're paying 49 per
cent of your income in taxes and
tithe." "But notice that the govern
ment takes more than God asks for
with the tithe," I observed. "Yeah,

I guess," he admitted, but it was obvi
ous he thought the tithe was an
optional, and even unnecessary,
burden on people. He made no such
observation for the government's
greed; he was accustomed to
accepting their tax structure as
normal and required by law.

When we went to the signature
page with the final figures, there were

By Robert S.
Haliett

some deductions before the "Adjusted
Gross Income" figure. Then he
became verbally defensive, which I
interpreted as trying to justify him
self. He said I should be tithing on the
lower "net" figure rather than on the
higher "gross" figure. I affirmed that
we intentionally pay our tithe on the
higher figure. "But these are legiti
mate deductions" he argued. "That's
only for the IRS. Our actual income is
the higher figure," I countered.

Running Over
He turned again to the deductions

page and seemed to grasp for the first
time what I had mentioned earlier,

that our giving was considerably
more than our tithe. Then he shared

the heart of a tax accountant, not the

heart of a steward: "Your giving is far
above the tithe on even the higher
figure. You deserve a refund!" My
answer was simply, "God deserves it.
And it is our joy to give it." He just
shook his head in disbelief. He

understood the words but not the

attitude of a steward.

Matt was looking at things from the
selfish "me first" worldly perspective,
not firom the Christian perspective. He
didn't understand what it means to be

a good steward of the resources God
has given us to work with for His
gloiy. We cannot control how greedy
or wasteful the government is and how
much it requires us to pay in taxes. But
we can choose to be good stewards by
embracing an attitude of joyful giving.
I choose to go beyond being a tax-
paying citizen of a country to being a
good steward of God's Kingdom! •

Robert Haliett is a freelance writer and

owner ofa financial consulting business
who lives in New Castle, Indiana



By Marlene J. Chase

I I don't bring the tree in
^ ^) here" she said. "Really,

I haven't room in this tiny apartment,
and the needles get all over the car
pet, and .. The elderly woman with
snowy hair and filmy eyes backed
away, threatened by the little shiver
ing fir I'd brought to cheer her
austere house and life.

It seemed the neighborly thing to
do, recognizing that this one had no
family and little money. Thin arms
clasped in front of her fragile body, she
stammered her thanks for my gracious
thought of her. "It's all so distressing,
you know," she finished lamely.

Christmas, the season of joy and
peace, distressing? It was an odd
realization, and yet I'd seen it in oth
ers, including my good friend who
suffers from depression. She falls
deeper into herself at the first display
of Christmas decorations in store

windows. And I too have known an

occasional touch of melancholy at the
strains of "Silent Night."

Christmas Collision
We are all changed by Christmas.

We laugh a little loo gaily, decorate
with frenzied fervor, eat loo much.

Complaining that we've not nearly
enough time to get ready for Christmas,
we stumble from one Yule-packed day
to the next, almost afraid to stop.

Psychologists tell us that Christmas
is the most emotionally stressing of all
holidays. That fact leaves us with a
strange paradox. What is meant by the
angelic benediction "Peace on earth,

www.wesleyan.org

No Other event

in history impacts
our destiny as
does Christmas.

good will to men"? Why is it that
Christmas affects the human race

with such vehemence?

Perhaps we are touched so deeply
because no other event in history
impacts our destiny as does Christmas.
It signifies a cosmic collision between
two diametrically opposite forces.
We cannot silence with holiday merry
making the penetrating truth that God
has come among us—that sin has met
grace, and nothing can ever be the
same again.

Listening for Eden
However far we may have moved

from our Creator, we yet retain the
faintest echo of Eden—an echo that

penetrates more deeply as Christmas
approaches. The detachment we sense is
sharpened, underscoring the inner long
ing for our home—forcompleteness.

We are people of another cosmos,
ill at ease in an alien atmosphere.
We've "come short of the glory of
God" (Romans 3:23).

Christmas reminded my elderly
neighbor of her desperate loneli
ness—not just for departed loved
ones and children, but for God. Apart
from Him we are all lonely in a sin
gular way. Lines from a poem by
Wordsworth illustrate this truth:

Not in entire forgetfulness,
and not in utter nakedness.

But trailing clouds of glory
do we come

From God who is our home.

Home for Christmas
Unless by faith we know that

Christmas means we are brought
home again to God, the celebration
can only leave us with a hollow long
ing. The sad, the disillusioned feel
even greater despair at Christmas
because all the pain of their past rises
to accentuate their distance from the

One who gives life and meaning.
We are reminded every Christmas

of God's claim upon us. Perhaps it is
easier to add one more party to the
list, buy one more present, run our
selves ragged with holiday "cheer"
than to face the reality of a fierce and
holy Love—a love that came down to
us at Christmas.

Yet, once we bow our knees before
Him in acknowledgment and wonder,
we find how easy is His yoke, how
light His burden. "I have loved you
with an everlasting love," said the
Christ of Bethlehem and of Golgotha.
His love draws us to His fireside where

we are forever home, forever free. •

Marlene J. Chase is a freelance writer who

lives in Rockford, Illinois
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Today the immigration problem
has greatly polarized evangeli
cal Christians across America.

As a group, our views are shaped by
diverse and partial understandings of
the Scripture and by the values and
attitudes of our surrounding commu
nity and culture. Unfortunately the
latter perspectives frequently have
greater influence than the former, as
we allow the world to "squeeze us
into its mold." Often heated debates

ensue, adding to the confusion and
tensions. Emotions run high, giving
rise to outbursts that typically pro
duce a lot more heat than light. As a
result, our ability to make a real dif
ference in people's lives in the midst
of this crisis continues to wane.

One of the biggest ironies in this
situation relates to what we call our

selves—evangelicals—a term derived
from the Greek New Testament phrase
good news. Christ used this word at
the beginning of His ministry, when
He announced His purpose for coming
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By Norman G. Wilson

to earth: "The Spirit of the Lord is on
me, because he has anointed me to

preach good news to the poor. He has
sent me to proclaim freedom for the
prisoners and recovery of sight for the
blind, to release the oppressed, to pro
claim the year of the Lord's favor"
(Luke 4:18-19 NIV).

Regardless of their
motives, personal
qualities, and legal
situation, they are
not innocent victims.

The sad irony is that instead of
proclaiming good news in today's
immigration crisis, our disorganized
and divisive voices have been lost in

the cacophony of sounds coming
from the world. Our nation and

churches have not heard a prophetic
word from the Lord on this matter.

As a result, evangelical Christians are
missing a huge opportunity to make a
significant difference in the lives of
millions of individuals who have cho

sen to come and live among us.

A Clear Path
The immigration problem should

not be dividing evangelicals! The fol
lowing pathway—involving three
radical steps—would enable us to
give a clear biblical witness of what
it means to be an evangelical. In this
way, we can offer good news to our
hurting and divided nation.

Step One:
Pray the Prayer ofa Sinner

Step one is based on a founda-
tional evangelical truth: We have all
sinned and are in need of God's con

tinuing forgiveness and grace. For
that reason, our Lord taught us to
pray, "Forgive us our sins."

This certainly includes those who
are here without legal documents.



to the growing imnnigration issue
Some of them have portrayed them
selves as innocent victims. While this

may be the case for a few, most are
largely if not wholly responsible for
their current situation, and they know
it. Typically, they entered the country
with a temporary visa and overstayed
their allotted time, or they came
across the border surreptitiously. The
vast majority came here in search of a
better life, are hard and diligent work
ers, and deeply desire to learn
English and become American citi
zens. Regardless of their motives,
personal qualities, and legal situation,
they are not innocent victims.

A growing number of these illegal
immigrants are coming to faith in
Christ. They too have Joined us in
praying, "Forgive us our sins." Some
of these newborn brothers and sisters

in Christ choose to return to their

home country, while for others doing
so would be difficult if not almost

impossible. Given the complexities of
their situations, we can be thankful

that we are not called to be their

judge—that role belongs to God.
Our responsibility is to love them and
pray that God will guide them in their
lives and decisions.

At the same time, the rest of us
also are in need of God's continuing
forgiveness and grace. This certainly
includes our government, whose right
hand almost never knows what the left

hand is doing. The result continues to
be confusing signals for everyone
involved. Nearly twenty years have
passed since an amnesty for illegal
immigrants was granted in the late
'80s, and Congress has just now begun
to take a serious look at the situation.

As much as our government has
ignored the problem, we as American
citizens have not held our government
officials accountable for this negligence.
In the meantime, while we all enjoy
the benefits of immigrant labor that are
interwoven throughout our economy and
way of lite, we also suffer from
the negative ramifications of this
growing problem.

As a result of this negligence, today
an estimated eleven million people are

marginalized in our land, including
millions of innocent children who have

had no say in their situation. Because
we all have sinned and come short of

what God expects of us, we are in need
of His forgiveness and grace. Certainly
the Lord's word to Solomon is also fit

ting for evangelical Christians today in
America: "If my people, who are
called by my name, will humble them
selves and pray and seek my face and
turn from their wicked ways, then will
I hear from heaven and will forgive
their sin and will heal their land" (2
Chronicles 7:14 NIV).

Today an estimated
eleven miiilGn people
are marginalized in
our land, including
millions of innocent

children who have

had no say in their
situation.

By taking this first step, seeking
God's forgiveness and grace, we as
evangelical Christians could exem
plify a radically different way of
viewing and responding to the immi
gration problem.

Step Two:
Profess Jesus Christ as Lord

Secondly, we are called to profess
Jesus Christ as Lord and render to Him

our first allegiance. For our undocu
mented brothers and sisters in Christ,

this means they must look to Jesus for
their salvation and not to the "American

Dream." He is their only tme hope for a
future of abundant living.

For the rest of us as American citi

zens, now is the time for a serious
reality check. Two basic truths are
increasingly obvious. One, the vast
majority of undocumented immigrants
will not go back to their home countries
on their own regardless of how tightly

(continued on page 38)
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Likeasuicide bomber ona
fanatical mission, Paul perse
cuted the Christians as he

pursued godly perfection. He
devoted himself to that purpose heart,
soul, mind, and body. Sitting at the
feet of Gamaliel, Paul, as Saul, drank
deeply as a young and thirsty traveler.
Climbing to the pinnacle of pharisaic
orthodoxy, Saul discovered an unsatis
fied longing for life-giving water.
Pleasing God became a passionate
fever that drove everything else out of
sight, but it led Saul to discover a pearl
of great price and provided God with
opportunities to polish a rough dia
mond into a genuine gem.

Concluding that the followers of
Jesus were diluting the faith, Saul's
choleric temperament launched him on
a crusade to defend God and define

true monotheism. Typical of choleric
personalities, Saul was self-sufficient,
impetuous, even hot-tempered. He
could cut and slash with quick wit
and sarcastic cruelty. Yet, he willingly
poured out his life in passionate
pursuit of the living God.

Saul's crusades took him through
out the countryside. Zealously, he
scoured the landscape, ranging far and
wide, incarcerating Christians.
Feverishly, he mended the torn fabric
of Jewish faith. Thoughts of Jesus
usurping God's glory whipped Saul's
righteous indignation into a wildfire
that drove him day and night. His
victims learned very quickly to avoid
him when possible.

God blesses our

efforts when we

take careful aim

at a purposeful
ministry and
passionately
pursue it.

Launched by Light
Meeting Jesus changed everything.

While Saul was en route to Damascus,
God shattered Saul's perceived vision,
causing him to retreat to the desert for
three years of renewal and reorienta
tion. Stripped of his misguided notions
of perfection, Saul emerged from the
desert to launch his finest hours of

ministry as the apostle Paul. He even
tually recalled God's redirecting his
faith and wrote, "I know whom I have
believed ... For me to live is Christ"

(2 Timothy 1;12; Philippiansl:21 NIV).
Nourished by that faith, Paul declared,

"according to my earnest expectation
and hope ... I shall not be put to shame
in anything, but... Christ shall... always,
be exalted . . (Philippians 1:20 NIV).

Never faint-hearted, and not one to
sip daintily from life's cup, Saul of

Passionately
Pursuing
Perfection

Tarsus passionately pursued godly per
fection. God in turn redirected Saul's

passion from persecuting Christians to
proclaiming Christ to the world. He
uniquely used Paul as the apostle to
the Gentiles—Paul's passion fueling
proclamation rather than persecution.

Preferring Passion
and Purpose

God blesses our efforts when we

take careful aim at a purposeful min
istry and passionately pursue it. Like
Paul, we can find fulfillment, for "The

promise is for you and your children,
and for all who are far off—for all

whom the Lord our God will call"

(Acts 2:39 NIV).
Robert Louis Stevenson left this

provocative thought for people of
passionate pursuits:

Away with the funeral music—
The pipe to powerful lips—
The cup of life's for him who drinks
And not for him who sips.
"There are only two ways to live

your life" concluded Albert Einstein.
"One is as though nothing is a miracle.
The other is as though everything is a
miracle." Saul became Paul when God

tapped into Saul's passionate purpose.
God often uses people who prefer to
fail at something rather than succeed at
just anything. •

V^ayneM. Warner is a freelance writer who

lives in Battle Creek, Michigan

Wayne M. Warner
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Lexi Wins
at Power Soccer

National Channpionship

Ten-year-old Alexis "Lexi" Heer
is riding high these days—and
for good reason. Her team—
Tndy Cruisers—placed second

in the 2006 United States Power Soccer

Championships in Birmingham, Ala.
Lexi, granddaughter of Director of
Leadership Development Joumey Ken
Heer and Mrs. Nancy Heer, was named
Best Ball Handler and Best One-on-One

player of all competing athletes. Athletes
in the championship ranged in age from
seven to fifty, and all have some disabil
ity. Alexis suffers from spinal muscular
atrophy, a form of muscular dystrophy.

The Best Ball Handler award is given
to the one player who outmaneuvers all
other players, controls the soccer ball the
best, and makes the most goals—thirteen
was the magic number this year. Players
are recommended by their coaches for
the Best One-on-One Player award and
have a minute and a half to make as

many goals as they can. While the rest of
the competition depends not only on the
player but on how good—or bad—her
teammates are, this competition depends
entirely on the skill of the individual
player. Mom Cheryl says, "Everyone
stayed to watch it; it went into overtime.
Lexi got a lot of attention, as it is the
most watched and most cheered-for

event" Lexi explains what she likes
so much about Power Soccer:

"I like to play because it is a
sport that I can play. It doesn't
make me feel left out."

www.wesleyan.org

Taking It to the Streets
When taking a break from power

soccer, school, family, and church, Lexi
visits area schools where she participates
in Everybody Counts—a program whose
main purpose is to show that those with
disabilities have the same thoughts, feel
ings, and will to achieve as everyoneelse.
In this venue, Lexi talks about her disabil

ity and teaches etiquette for interacting
with a person in a wheelchair. The kids
also leam about the sport of power soccer
and see a demonstration of Lexi's skills.

She expertly handles a fifteen-minute
Q&A session and then chooses three or
four students to try their hand at driving
her wheelchair and maneuvering the soc
cer ball through cones as she did. They
soon discover that it takes a lot of skill

and concentration. "Through Everybody
Counts, Lexi is beginning to see that she
can make a difference in how people
view kids in chairs," says her mom.

Expressing her feelings regarding
her daughter's achievements at the
championship, Cheryl says, "The best
thing about it is that it's the first thing
she's been able to do independently ...
She's shown that she can be an athlete

even with her disabilities." Having
been interviewed for a future article in

the magazine Kids on Wheels since her
awards at the National Power Soccer

Championship, Alexis has demon
strated that she has the skills to be

recognized and a voice to be heard. •

Alexis Xiulin Heer is the daughter of
Jeff and Cheryl Heer, and a granddaughter of

Dr. Ken and Nancy Heer. She attends Fall
Creek Wesleyan in Fishers, Indiana.

Who Are the Wesleyans?

The Wesleyan Church is an evangelical,
Protestant denomination. We offer the

good news that faith in Jesus Christ
makes possible a wonderful personal
relationship with God, a holy life
empowered by His Spirit for witness
and service, and assurance of eternal
life in heaven. Our name is in honor of

John Wesley, the founder of Methodism,
whose emphasis on a life of faith,
self-discipline, and perfect love is
our example. Each week, more than
300,000 Wesleyans meet in over 4,000
churches and missions in 72 nations

worldwide.

What We

Wesleyans believe in one God, who is
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and the
Savior of all men and women who put
their faith in Him alone for eternal life.

We believe that those who receive new

life in Christ are called to be holy in
character and conduct, and can only live
this way by being filled with the Lord's
Spirit.Webelievein the Bible and seek
to establish our faith and actions on its

teachings. We believe God
wills for people everywhere
to know Him and that -4" I
the purpose of the wSleYAI^ A
Church is to tell ^ ^ ^

the world about

Christ through its worship,
witness, and loving deeds.

Our

Equipping and empowering churches
for Great Commission ministries in

the spirit of the Great Commandment

For more information, go to

infww.wesleyan.org
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What
Hispanic Wesieyc

ay About
The Wesleyan Church

Themselves
By David EllisThe Department of Evangelism

and Church Growth's cross-cul

tural ministries arm, under the

direction of the Rev. David

Ellis, recently surveyed 101 Hispanic
Wesleyans from Indiana, North Carolina,
and Ohio. The answers to this 300-

question survey are helping us create a
portrait of the growing Hispanic presence
in The Wesleyan Church. With more than
100churches, Hispanics comprise 5 per
cent of the total number of our churches

in North America, but have accounted
for 25 percent of the total number of
churches planted in the past decade.
Since 2001, the number of Hispanic
Wesleyanchurches has almost tripled\

The testimony of one of those who
responded, Calimerio Mendez, was fea
tured on The Wesleyan Church's Web
site (www.wesleyan.org). What did he
and the other 100 have to teach us

about who they are, how they became
acquainted with The Wesleyan Church,
and what keeps them connected with it?

Background

Place of Birth

Caribbean

South America

Central America

Mexico

A Church ofImmigrants—Fewer than
15 percent of those surveyed were bom

in the United States, with 95 percent
reporting that their parents were bom in
another country. More than half identi
fied themselves as "without legal
papers," with an additional 25 percent
choosing not to answer the question.
(This confirms what most of us who
work closely in the Hispanic community
already know.) The urgency of evangel
ism and discipleship is acute as Hispanic
Wesleyans represent a moving target—
nearly half have moved between two
and four times in the past five years.

Religious Background

• Pentecostal • Roman Catholic

• Other • None

B /Uways Wesleyan

Economic

Status

• <$10,000

• $10-25,000

• $25-49,000

• $50-74,000

B Over $75.000

Religious Roots—One hundred years
of Pentecostal mission work has cast

huge influence over Latin America. It is



IS
no surprise that one-third
of the people claim roots
in the Assemblies of God

or another Pentecostal body. One-fourth
have a Roman Catholic background.

Introduction to
The Wesleyan Church

A Young, Family-Centered Church
and Culture—The dominant image of
Hispanic life in the United States is
family. It is the single most important

Age When Joined

The Wesleyan Church

• Under 9

• 10 to 17

• 18 to 25

• over 26

• does not apply

metaphor for understanding the culture
and making sense of why and how
decisions are made. Sixty percent are
married (first marriage); 25 percent are
single or never married; 6 percent are
divorced and remarried, and another 6
percent are divorced and remained sin
gle. Thirty-five percent are under 25
years of age; 75 percent are under age
40; and 92 percent are under age 50!

Wesleyan
Friend

Relative/

Spouse

Other

Outreach

Programs
Raised
Welseyan

First Introduction to

The Wesieyan Church

35%

24%

23%

13%

5%

Friendship Evangelism—The
majority were invited to attend an
event or service by a relative or a
friend. The atmosphere of friendship
and fellowship they experienced at The
Wesleyan Church made them want to
come back again.

www.wesJeyan.org

Top 5 Attractions of

The Wesieyan Church

1
The Wesieyan Church is warm
and caring.

2
The truth and beauty of the
Holiness message.

3 A close friend invited me.

4
1understood the plan of salvation
like never before.

5 Wanted a family-oriented church.

What Keeps Them
Connected?

Church Climate—The key to effec
tive evangelism and discipleship is
genuine love and deep-level connec-

How would you describe
the fellowship at your

Wesleyan church?

Friendly—I've made
good friends.

22%

Cold and exclusrve. I

don't feel at home.

2%

Very warm and
loving—likea family^

70%

Friendly—but I haven't
made any close

friends.

7%

tions of an intimate quality. In spite of
huge cultural differences between
native countries and regions, Hispanic
Wesleyans are united by the influence
of a local pastor, a friend or relative,
engaging worship, and a warm family
atmosphere. Even more surprisingly,
the poor and rich worship together.
Both of these realities go against the
conventional wisdom that people

prefer to attend church with others
of the same socioeconomic status.

The Message—The Holiness mes
sage fits well into a grace-plus-law
orientation of those who believe salva

tion is received by faith but also
includes living according to God's
law—in this case, holiness ethics and
spiritual disciplines.

Church 2%-^

Attendance

• Less Than Once a Month

• 2-3 Times per Month

• About Once a Week

• Several Timee a Week or Mora

.1%

15%

85%

The Future of The Hispanic
Wesleyan Church

The mission of Jesus was (and is)
very concerned with inclusiveness—
taking those who felt they had nowhere
they "belonged" and making them a
part of a body greater than themselves.
The Hispanic Church seeks to have this
missional mind-set, as well—increasing
the Kingdom by providing a caring,
family-like atmosphere where people
can hear the good news and worship in
Spirit and in truth.

What about The Wesleyan Church
helps you develop your faith?

1. My Pastor

2. Church Worship

3. Sunday School Programs/

Classes

4. Wesleyan Education

(FLAMA)

5. Youth Programs

6. Evangelistic/

Revival Meetings

7. Community Outreach
Programs

8. Close Friends

The survey taken by Evangelism
and Church Growth is a tool to help us
"see the harvest." Now that you are
more aware of The Hispanic Wesleyan
Church, we ask that you pray for the
multiplication of believers, leaders,
and churches, and the continued inten
tional activity of making disciples and
faithful followers of Jesus. •

David Ellis is director ofcross-cultural
ministries in the Department of Evangelism

and Church Growth.
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BETHANY
BIBLE COLLEGE
Sussex, New Brunswick
Canada E4E1E6

(888) 432-4422
Email; aclmisslons@bbc.ca

Website: www.bbc.ca

DEGREES AVAILABLE

Bachelor ofArts - Religion:
Majors

PastoralMinisfry
Christian Counseling
Christian Education

Church Planting
Global Minisb'y
Music Ministry
Youth Ministry

Minors

Children's Ministry
Christian Counseling
Christian Education

Church Planting
Global Ministry
Music Ministry
Youth Ministry

Houghton
Collegeahigher purpose

in mind

Houghton, NY 14744
(800) 777-2556
Email: admission@houghton.edu
Website: www.houghton.edu

DEGREES/PROGRAMS
Accounting
Adolescence Education

Art

Bible

Biochemistry
Biology
Business

Chemistry
Communication

ComputerScience
Earth Science

Economics

Educational Ministries

Bachelor OfArts-
Christian Education:
Majors

Christian Counseling
Global Ministry
Music Ministry
Youth Ministry

Minors

Children's Ministry
Christian Counseling
Church Planting
Global Ministry
Music Ministry
Youth Ministry

Bachelor of Ails -
Christian School Education:
Minors

Children's Ministry
Christian Counseling
Global Ministry
Music Ministry

Youth Ministry

Bachelor of Theology

English
English LanguageArts
Environmental Studies

Equestrian Studies
Family Studies
Forestry
French

General Science

German

Greek

History
Humanities

Inclusive Childhood Education

Information Technology Management
Intercuitural Studies

International Development
International Relations

Islamic Studies

Linguistics
Mathematics

Math and Science

Medical Technology
Ministry
Missions

Music

'01 South Washington Street
ion, IN 46953-4999

g^GO~TO-iWU
:^::iimail: admissions@indwes.edu
iWebsite: cas.lndwes.edu

fm.

pEGREES AVAILABLE
counting

dictions Counseling
descent Ministries

Music Education

Ins

Mu

Emphasis
Philosophy
Physical Education
Physics
Political Science

Psychology
Recreation - Equestrian
Recreation - Outiloor

Recreation - Therapeutic
Religion
Science

Social Studies

Sociology
Spanish
TESOL

Theology
Urban Ministries

Writing

Youth Ministries

Studio

Ceramics

ComputerGraphics
, Illustration

: Painting
Photography

', Printmaking
Athletic Training
Biblical Literature

Biochemistry
Biology

Business Adr

'•"fiRern
Children's Ministiy
Christian Education

Christian Ministries

Church Music

Communication Arts

Computer Information Systems
Computer Internet Development
Computer Science
Computer Software Engineering
Criminal Justice

Economics

Education

Art(K-12)

Biology (5-12)
Chemistry (5-12)
Elementary (1-6)
English (5-12)
Exceptional Needs (K-12)
Mathematics (5-12)
Music (K-12)
Physical Education (K-12)
Science (5-12)
SocialStudies (5-12)
Spanish (5-12)
TESOL (Teaching English to
Speakers of OtherLanguages)

English
Entrepreneurship
Exercise Science

Rnance

General Studies

,Health Promotion &Wellness
History

Intercuitural Stud!'

PRE^PROf^SIONAL
PROGRAMS
Pre-Dentistry
Pre-Engineering
Pre-Law

Pre-Mediclne

Pre-Optometry
Pre-Physical TTierapy
Pre-Seminary
Pre-Veterinary

You can study under the hest professors, earn your de^ee, an^



....

TaMialand'
Community DevelbpW?

International Relations

Leadership
Management
Marketing
Mathematics

Medical Technology
Music,Applied
MusicTheory/Composition
Nursing
Political Science

Pre-ArtTherapy
Pre-Law

SMLJ(PHERSi

UNIVERSITY

creation

Religion &Phllosoph^"^
ROTO program
Social Studies

Social Work

Spanish
Sports Management
Sports Ministries
TESOL (Teaching English to
Speakers of Other Languages)
Christian Worship ;g;
Writing

Youth Ministries

PRE-MEDICAL SCIENCE
PROGRAM
Pre-Dentistry
Pre-Medlcine

Pre-Optometry
Pre-Pharmacy
Pre-Physical Therapy
Pre-Physician Assistant

Pre-Veterinary

GRADUATE PROGRAMS
Business Administration

Management
Counseling

Education

Ministry
\ Nursing
\ , Doctorate in Oi^anlzatiwi^ i

V Leadership
^Organizational

Leadership

6. n.. ,1

2201 Silver Lake Road

Bartlesville, OK 74006

(800) 488-6292
Email: admissions@okwu.edu

Website: www.okwu.edu

DEGREES AVAILABLE
Accounting
Applied Computer
Information Systems
Behavioral Science

Biblical Studies

Biblical Studies/WorshipArts
Biochemistry

' Biology
-• Business Administration

Chemistry

t Christian Ministry
% Christian Missions/Persecuted
; Church Ministry

!?• Church Music

Communication Arts

Cross-cultural Ministry
I; Double Major in

Leadershipin Business
P Administration &Management of
f Human Resources
I Elementary Education
^ English
I English Bible

Exercise Science

i General Science
I General Studies
I History

IWIHUm

History/Political Science
Instrumental Education

intercuitura! Ministry
Linguistics
Mathematics

Mathematics/Computer Science
Music Education

Nursing
Office Administration

Pastoral Counseling
Pastoral Ministry
Pastoral Ministry/Biblical Studies
Pastoral Ministry/Youth Ministry
Physical Education
Political Science

Pre-Professional Programs

Pre-Dentistry
Pre-Law

Pre-Medlcine

Pre-Optometry
Pre-Physical Therapy
Pre-Seminary
Pre-Veterinary

Psychology

Secondary Education
Business

English
Mathematics

Science

Social Studies

Social Studies/History
Sociology
Sports Ministry
Vocal Education

Youth Ministry

ADULT EDUCATIDN
Leadership in Business
Administration

Managementof HumanResources
Nursing/BSN Completion

Church Administration and

Leadership

iTiiaiTtinail 111



Stones Serve

as Reminder

at Tri-State

Groundbreaking

First Wesleyan Church of
Bartlesville, Okla., broke ground
on a 50,000-square-foot addition

to their Christian Education Center

called the Family Life Center on
Sunday, June 18, 2006. Pastor Joe
Colaw read from Joshua 4, which tells

of men from the twelve tribes carrying
stones from the middle of the Jordan

River. These stones were to serve as a

sign to future generations so that when
children saw the stones and asked

about their meaning, they would be
told of God's faithfulness. Members of

the Local Board of Administration car

ried stones from the platform to the site
of the groundbreaking. As people ask
about the meaning of the stones, those
who are a part of First Wesleyan can
answer that God has led, and they have
followed by faith to do a work that is
bigger than the building of the Family
Life Center.

A part of the plan since the first
phase of the Christian Education
Center in 1983, construction on

the new building will take approxi

mately sixteen months. The Family Life
Center will provide a multitude of new
facilities for the ministries of First

Wesleyan Church: new classrooms for
use by Sunday School and Wesleyan
Christian School; a new early childhood
center which will house Wesleyan
Kiddie College child care; a new youth
ministry center with areas for worship,
recreation, and a cafe; a new fellowship
hall/school cafeteria with a first-class

kitchen and seating for 150; a full-size
gymnasium and locker rooms for
recreational ministries, athletics at
Wesleyan Christian School; and one of
the growing worship services of First
Wesleyan Church. •

HIV/AIDS IS (he

humanitarian crisis of our lifetimel

V

f

'i

Nearlv J.OOO young people

There is HOPE! World Hope's Hope for TomorrowyouWi initiatives target early adolescents
and older youth with messages of purity while giving accurate information about virus
transmission.

The Reach4Ufe prevention program is a school or church-based program that uses the International
Bible Society's Re3ch4Life New Testament and specially trainedteachers to share God'spowerto
change the hearts, minds and behavior ofyouth.

Reach4Ufe...

$10
can provideone youth

with the Reach4Life New
Testamentand a discipleship
ĵourney through 40 lessons

with a specially trained
teacherl

Includes culturally relevant notesfrom African youth

Incorporates information about HIV transmission

offers BIbllcally-based guidancefor responding to youth related Issues —
peer pressure, alcohol, sexuality, self-image, dating, and work/school pressures

'Risk and Protection: Youth and HIV/AIDSin Sutj-Saharan Africa. The Alan Guttmacher Institute

On-line: httpy/www.guttmacher.org/pubs/riskandprotection.pdf

oyiMlntecr®M!o rrWORLD HOPE
IXIIIIll youtn IjNT E RNAT lONAl.

m



Community Wesleyan Church,
Cartersvilie, Georgia, held a
weekend meeting on April 2,

in which the church was organized as
a "Developing Church," with
General Superintendent Earle L.
Wilson participating in the reception
of the twenty-three new members.

Starting as a neighborhood Bible
study in Pastor Carles Fletcher's

dC

V

walk-in basement, after only three
months the group moved to a local
middle school where they began
holding worship services. During
that period of three years, the group
purchased and paid for twenty acres
with financial help from the
Department of Evangelism and
Church Growth, the South Coastal

District, and the community. A

Wesleyan

South Coastal

Church Plant

Receives Twenty-
Three Members

groundbreaking service took place
the day the mortgage was paid off,
and on March 19, 2005, the church

held a dedication service. Presently,
the church is raising funds for a
parking lot and has obtained a loan
from Wesleyan Investment
Foundation for new construction.

The Rev. Fletcher looks ahead:

"Although Ruth and I are seventy-six
years old this spring, we feel this
could well be the greatest year of
ministry we have had. To be sure it
is most challenging, but it is also
most rewarding to see new people
come to Christ." •

Leading:
Church Mutual was

the first to issue

sexual molestation

coverage as part of
our multi-peril policy
for worship centers.
And we offer a free

video, brochures and
screening aids. Go to
www.churchmutual.com/

abuse or call 800.554.2642,

Ext. 4205.

iiircii Mral<'<l A+ (Su|)(']i()i) e\erv year since ]9o2 bv itH.liislr\ aiialvsl /\,M. Rcsl



Wesleyan

Wesleyans Respond
to HIV/AIDS Crisis
The Wesleyan Church, in

partnership with World Hope
International, is making a full

response to the HlV/AlDS crisis.
Worldwide, there are more than forty
million people infected with the
HIV/AIDS virus, resulting in eighteen
million AIDS orphans. The Board of
General Superintendents reports on the
Church's concern and its cooperative
actions to help turn the tide against the
rising epidemic. Working directly with
Wesleyan church nationals in Zambia,
Mozambique, South Africa, Swaziland,
Haiti, and Guyana, thousands of lives
have been impacted by the initiative.

• To date more than a hundred thousand

people have received HIV/AIDS
prevention training. A five-year plan is
in process to minister to at least one
million people.

A home in Guyana has been opened
to house infants who have AIDS.

In Swaziland, a home for AIDS

orphans has been opened, and
HIV/AIDS testing is being conducted
in surrounding cities and villages.

In Zambia and South Africa, 250

communities have been identified

where the Church in cooperation with
World Hope will be ministering. The
work will include economic develop
ment for the community so that its
people can be self-sufficient, training
for caregivers of orphans and the
dying, and education for the
children of the community in
HIV/AIDS prevention.

Currently work is underway in 50
of the 250 targeted communities, car
ing for 10,000 AIDS orphans and
vulnerable children. The goal is minis
tering to two hundred additional
communities within the next three

years. As U.S.-based Wesleyan congre
gations continue their partnership, they
will make it possible to impact one

million people and care for fifty thou
sand orphans and vulnerable children.

• The Wesleyan Church through World
Hope Intemational also is partnering
with Intemational Bible Society in
distributing a New Testament that has
been designed specifically to teach
about purity and lifestyle choices.
The goal for the next three years is to
distribute the IBS New Testament to

fifty thousand young people. The
special edition New Testament also
includes forty weeks of discipleship
training. Data will be gathered to
identify resulting lifestyle changes.
Currently the training of other trainers
is underway. The first people will be
from the Hope Clubs that sponsored
a purity conference with nearly two
thousand young people in attendance.

The call of the Scriptures has never
been more clear and challenging:
"Religion that God our Father accepts as
pure and faultless is this: to look after
orphans and widows in their distress"
(James 1:27 NIV). •

SpringLlfe is a new resource series designed to help

local Wesleyan churches maximize the opportunities

presented by the preparation and celebration of the

Lent and Easter season. This free resource will be made

available by the Spiritual Formation Department and

Evangelism & Church Growth Dep|u|nrient,in early 2007.
- 'i' 1:1 i"yi'« ^
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JC BLOCK PARTY
Sunday, May 21 10:00-3:00

Free Food, Entertainment.
Rides and Games for All Ages

M//V or SHINE

Chesapeake
Church Hosts
JC Block Party
Chesapeake District's Laurel

Wesleyan Church, located in
Laurel, Delaware (population

3,500), hosted their first JC Block
Party on May 21, 2006. The theme
was "Celebrate Life." With permission
from the state. Laurel Wesleyan, pas-
tored by the Rev. Todd Crofford,
closed the major route through Laurel
and spread the block party through the
two major parks in the downtown
area. The objective of the event was
threefold: first, to provide a safe and
exciting environment for families to
come out and enjoy a party; second, to
enable families, through the inclusion
of almost a dozen state and private
agencies, to access potential help from

Z

www.wesleyan.org

organizations that
could serve them;

third, to introduce
Laurel to a church

that is alive.

Preparation for
the event took

more than six

months.

More than two

thousand people
showed up for the
party which ran
from 10 a.m. to 3

p.m. The time was
intentionally cho
sen to reach those who are normally
unchurched. The entire celebration,

which included perfect weather, live
stage entertainment, a helicopter land
ing, games and rides for all ages, as
well as two thousand lunches, was pro
vided free to the community by the
church. Laurel Wesleyan followed up

f-

fy

Wesleyan

the event with a Block Party Remix at
the church two weeks later. Every
family that attended the Block Party
was registered and received a postcard
inviting them back to the Remix
service, where a drawing for numerous
large prizes was held following an
evangelistic service. •

CLERGY
MOVE CENTER®

Endorsed mover for clergy & member families of

The Wesleyan Church

Significant Interstate Discount - Guaranteed price estimates
Intrastate and International Relocation Management

Customized Personal move counseling

Quality service since 1905

For total peace of mind, call our certified move counselors
Vicki Bierlein, Jean Wamemuende,

Sunny Sommer

1-800-248-8313
STCvcns

wiAne



Wesleyan

Community 'Plunge'
includes Lake Cleanup
West Michigan District's

Central Wesleyan
Church, Holland, Michigan,
had their first community
"Plunge" (a day to dive into
service) on Saturday, April 29.
The week before, thousands

of fish had died in Lake

Macatawa, and a group of
Plunge volunteers raked and
hauled dead fish away from
residential areas. All together,
1,175 people who call Holland

Central "home" gathered for worship
and prayer and a rally before heading
out to help people in the community
that are underprivileged and under

East Michigan
Church

Partners
with Inner-City
Church

26 FALL 2006

h

Romulus Wesleyan Church, East
Michigan District, partners with

Pilgrim Church, an inner-city church,
to help run "My Brothers Keeper"
shelter on Tuesdays. Romulus, along
with North Shore Wesleyan Pastor
Chris Steinle, provides a meal and a
short service, including praise and

MC S380

resourced. After the Mayor of
Holland gave a word of
thanks, a shot from a starter's

pistol signaled teams to
emerge from the church and
break out into seventy-five
worksites. Besides the fish

cleanup, tasks on this day
included fence fixing, power
washing, distribution of free
food, painting playgrounds,
making gift bags for public

school teachers,

playing bingo with
the elderly, car
detailing for single-
pai'ent families, and
remodeling an
entire Mexican

restaurant. More

Plunge and
"Mini-Plunge"
opportunities are
planned in the
coming months. •

worship. The inner-city church has
an average of fifty people on this
night. The goal is to make this a
seven-day-a-week operation. Other
district churches helping are Monroe
First Wesleyan and Wayne New
Beginnings. •



Eastlack Invited as Guest Chaplain
for U.S. House of Representatives

Dr. Karl Eastlack,
senior pastor

of Eastern Hills

Wesleyan Church
in Clarence, New

York, and chair of

Houghton College's
board of trustees.

was invited to serve as guest
chaplain of the U.S. House
of Representatives on Wednesday,
June 28. Eastlack was invited by
Congressman Thomas M. Reynolds
(R-Clarence) to deliver the opening
prayer on the House floor. Following
the prayer. Congressman Reynolds

Evangelism and
Church Growth Hosts

Assessment Center
The Evangelism and Church Growth

Department hosted the Wesleyan
Assessment Center, April 4-7.
According to Director of Church
Planter Development Chris Conrad,
"The primary goal of the Assessment
Center is to help candidates discern
their natural aptitude toward church
planting, but the Assessment Center
also provides for candidates the gift of
self-awareness, meaning all candidates
leave with a clearer concept of where
they can make the biggest contribution
to Kingdom advancement overall."

Of the five candidates and their

spouses who attended the Assessment
Center, three were from the East
Michigan District, one from the
Florida District, and one from the

Northwest District. Through the use of
behavioral interviews, proven self-
awareness inventories, self-discovery
experiences, group projects, and test
ing, fourteen assessors helped the
potential church planters clarify
whether each has the specific calling,
necessary gifts and graces, and charac
ter to be a lead church planter. The
assessors and their districts are as fol

lows: Amiee Pratt (Greater Ohio),

vvwwv.we8leyan.org

Daron Earlewine (Indiana Central),
Jan Concklin (Wisconsin), Dave

Dignal (Indiana North), Richard
Concklin (Wisconsin), Kevin
O'Connor (Wisconsin), Mary Conrad
(Pacific Southwest), Wayne Otto
(North Michigan), Carol O'Connor
(Wisconsin), Jesse Pratt (Greater

delivered a speech honoring
Dr. Eastlack's service to the

Buffalo community. •

Ohio), Reynaldo Moralez (West
Michigan), Mark Butcher (Indiana
Central), Director of Church Planter
Development Chris Conrad, and
General Director of Evangelism and
Church Growth Phil Stevenson.

Chris Conrad summed up the pur
pose of hosting the Assessment
Center: "We believe growing, healthy
leaders will build growing, healthy

churches; and growing, healthy
churches will multiply, resulting in a
greater effectiveness in making Christ
known. The Assessment Center is one

of the key components in building
growing, healthy leaders." •
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"Concert ofPraise"
Saturday, Oct. 28 at 7 p.m.

featuring
A mass choir of former S WU Vocal
and Instrumental groups including:

Members of college choirs
Members of instrumental groups or ensembles
Members of quartets, trios, sextets
Members ofMinistry Teams

Confirm yourparticipation with Specialguest Rick Webb Trio

Rehearsal for this grand finale event will be held
I/I thB historical cclcbfation following the Fine Arts Hall ofFame Awards Banquet

on Friday, Oct. 27 (Banquet ticket $10)

LEYAN

1 9 0 « O 6

Alumni Center 1-800-282-8798 ext 5384

- Fine Arts Department 1-800-282-8798 ext, 5294

RI>^, V*'''

www.swu.edu
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Southern Wesleyan University
Appoints Iddings as Provost

Southern Wesleyan University
(SWU) announced the appointment

of Dr. R. Keith Iddings as provost
and academic vice president. He was
elected by the SWU Board of Trustees
during its April meeting, according to
President David Spittal. Iddings had
served as interim vice president for
academic affairs and initially joined
the university as vice president of
Adult and Graduate Studies in 2004.

"We have confidence in the leadership
Dr. Iddings has demonstrated during
this interim period and believe he will
provide outstanding leadership as
the university continues to grow and
develop," President Spittal said. •

Oklahoma Wesleyan University
Offers Online Program in
Persecuted Church Ministries

Begun through the initiatives
(lof Voice of the Martyrs, Inc.,

Oklahoma Wesleyan
University (OWU) offers
a residential program
in Persecuted Church

Ministries leading to both
the Certificate and to a

Bachelor's degree. The
University is planning
to offer the Certificate

program online beginning
in October 2006. Dr. Roy
Stults, director of Persecuted
Church Ministries Program
at OWU, along with
Dr. Darek Jarmola, are

developing this program and
are already directing people
interested in the program to

www.wesleyan.org

begin the application process through
the Admissions office.

The online program will include
four courses spread over one
calendar year. These courses will
be as follows: Introduction to

Persecuted Church Ministry and
Theology, Toward a Biblical
Theology of Persecution and
Discipleship, God and Government
in Restricted Nations, and
Historical Perspectives on the
Persecution of Christians. For

more information contact OWU at

persecutedchurch@okwu.edu.•

"GDesle^Qn "termer) i
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Women's Ministry Summit
and

Pre-Conference Speech Clinic
(formerly General Convention)

June 13-17, 2007

Indiana Wesleyan University
Marion, Indiana

June 13-14 Speech Clinic with
Carol Kent, President of

Speak Up With Confidence

June 14 at 1:30 p.m. Registration
and check-in for the Summit

2:30 p.m. Seminars begin

Featured at the Summit:

Carol Kent

Dr. Jo Anne Lyon of
World Hope International

Morgan Jackson of
Faith Comes By Hearing

Our partners in ministry

International guests

Collingsworth family concert

Registrations are now being taken
by phone, mail, and online.

VVomen's Institute for
LeadersKip development

Northeastern Area: September 22-23
Western Area: October 27-29

More information on our web site

Wesleyan Women
PC Box 50434

Indianapolis, IN 46250

Phone: 317.774.7974

Web site: www.wesleyan.org/women
E-mail: ww@wesleyan.org
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Houghton Graduates On May 19,
2007, graduate
Dr. Shirley Mullen
was elected as the

fifth president of
Houghton College.
She is the first

woman president
in the college's
history. Dr. Mullen has spent the last
five years serving as provost at
Westmont College in California where
she began her tenure in 1984 as a his
tory professor. During her tenure she
also served as interim academic dean,

vice provost for curriculum and faculty
development, and department chair for
history. She completed a master's
degree in history from the University
of Toronto, a doctorate in history from
the University of Minnesota, and a
doctorate in philosophy from the
University of Wales. •

Become College
Presidents
Within weeks, two graduates of

Houghton College were named
college presidents. On April 3, 2006,
Houghton graduate and former trustee

of the college, Dr.
Graham Walker,

was elected presi
dent of Patrick

Henry College in
Purcellville,
Virginia. He has
also served

Wesleyan higher
education as Vice

President for

Academic Affairs

and Dean of

Oklahoma Wesleyan University.
Earning his Ph.D. in political philos
ophy from Notre Dame, Walker has
been the recipient of various aca
demic awards—including the
Edward S. Corwin Award from the

American Political Science

Association—and has authored two

books, one of which was published
by Princeton University Press. Dr.
Walker has also been active in

Wesleyan Church leadership. He has
served on District Boards of

Administration for the Chesapeake
and Tri-State districts and was a del

egate to the 2000 and 2004 General
Conferences.

to find your place in the world
Start in a place that honors the search

where students and professors collaborate in service,
where learning goes deep scientists and musicians pray together,

idealism and realism meet and athletes study global economic competition
and disciplines intersect

where a medical victory in Malawi
begins with a microscope in Houghton, NewYork

where scholar-servants face the world

with truth and hope.

Houghton
College ahigher purpose

in mind

What is a

scholar-servant?

Start here: www.houghton.edu/
scholar-servant



Indiana Wesleyan
University Chorale
Performs at

Crystal Cathedral
The eighty-six-voice Indiana Wesleyan

University (IWU) Chorale sang at
the Crystal Cathedral—and two other
large churches—during a whirlwind
weekend in Southern California.

Dr. Todd Guy, chairman of the IWU
Division of Music, directs the chorale.

The chorale sang and led the wor
ship in two Crystal Cathedral services
on April 2. One selection, "A Mighty
Fortress Is Our God," aired a week later

during the Cathedral's nationwide
Hour ofPower telecast.

The ten-thousand-member Crystal
Cathedral, which was founded by Dr.
Robert Schuller and opened inl980, is
in Garden Grove, Calif. The University
Chorale first sang at the cathedral in
1999 and had been invited to retum

whenever it was feasible.

Chorale members raised part of
their expenses for this year's trip at a

Smith Takes Office

at Indiana Wesleyan
University

Dr. Henry L.
Smith took

office as the

eighth president of
Indiana Wesleyan
University (IWU)
on July 1, two
years to the day
after he arrived

on campus as the
University's first

executive vice president. Dr. Smith
began his presidency by gathering at
College Wesleyan Church with about
500 IWU employees for a dedication
service of prayer, scriptures and hymns.
The service ended with colleagues
laying hands on the new president
and his wife, Teresa.

www.WBsleyan.arg

1

benefit concert on campus. Cathedral
leaders told Guy the Chorale "had set
the bar" for other choirs and invited the

chorale to retum next year.
During a three-day weekend in

California, the chorale also performed
on Saturday night, April 1, at Skyline
Wesleyan Church in San Diego, Calif.,
and on Sunday night, April 2, at

Dr. Smith's joumey to IWU marked
a retum to his religious and geographic
roots. He was bom in Frankfort, Ind.,
where his father founded Victory
Chapel Wesleyan Church and served
as its pastor for fifty years. Both of
Dr. Smith's parents, Lewis and
Mildred Smith, are ordained elders

in The Wesleyan Church.
A year after Dr. Smith came to

IWU, a presidential search committee
"enthusiastically and unanimously"
recommended him to the Board of

Tmstees for the position of president
elect. The trustees unanimously
affirmed the committee's recommenda

tion on June 22, 2005.

Dr. Smith assumed office July 1,
a day after Dr. Jim Bames stepped
down as president to become the first
chancellor of IWU. Dr. Bames served

as president for nineteen years, the
second-longest tenure in University
history. •

1 :LJ

Shadow Mountain Church in El Cajon,
Calif.

Dr. James Garlow is the pastor at
Skyline, and Dr. David Jeremiah is the
pastor at Shadow Mountain. •

Web Chaplain Serves as
Internet Link for the Church

Dr. Joe Sawyer has served as Web
Chaplain in the Department of

Communications of The Wesleyan
Church since 1997. He responds to
visitors from the Church's homepage
who inquire about the Church and its
beliefs. Dr. Sawyer has answered 145
questions and referred 25 people to a
Wesleyan church in their community this
year. Over the past four years, he has
had the opportunity to lead 79 people
to the Lord. One Web visitor wrote:

"I just wanted to thank you. About two
years ago I asked you for some guidance
as I was leaving the Catholic Church due
to a calling I felt from God. Youpointed
me towards the Cypress Wesleyan Church
in Columbus, Ohio. It turned out to be a
great experience! I found Jesus and let
him into my heart. As a result of my sal
vation, my wife and best friend of 10
years have both found Jesus! I am now
preparing to go to the seed church that
Cypress is sponsoring called CrossLink.
You were a key to my salvation and I just
wanted you to know that."
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Wesleyan

Seventeen Wesleyans
Graduate from

Asbury Theological
SeminarySeventeen Wesleyans were among

the spring graduates of Asbury
Theological Seminary at the Wilmore,
Kentucky campus. Degrees received
included Masters of Arts in Christian

Education, Christian Leadership,
Theological Studies, World Mission
and Evangelism, and Youth Ministry;
Masters of Divinity; and Doctor of
Ministry. Approximately eighty
Wesleyans are studying in various
programs at Asbury. Graduates
pictured left to right are Christopher
Baldwin, Tom Roberts, Harrison

Nyoni, Luke Jackson, Nathan

Wesleyan
Pastor Elected

to Women

Clergy Position
Rev. Kim Fowler, aWesleyan

pastor on staff at Hayworth
Memorial Church in High Point,
North Carolina, was elected Vice

President of Wesleyan/Holiness
Women Clergy International
(WHWC) at its recent three-day
meeting in Kansas City. Birthed in
1994, the purpose of the organization
is to assist women, worldwide, in
the Wesleyan/Holiness tradition, in
discerning a call to vocational ministry;
to nurture the call through education,
networking, resources, and personal
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McMurphy, Matthew
"Chopper" Brown,
David Treloar,

Katherine Northrup,
Tim Hibschman, Heidi

Hoven, and Rebecca
Higgins.

The Wesleyan
Seminary Foundation
(WSF) is a ministry of
The Wesleyan Church,
located on the Wilmore

campus, and serving all

•V 4

.a.
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encouragement; to advocate for
women clergy in all aspects of church
and professional leadership; and to
serve as a resource to our supporting
church traditions. •

Wesleyans attending. The WSF was
established to assist students in their

preparation for ministry in The
Wesleyan Church and works as a
three-way haison between The
Wesleyan Church, Asbury Theological
Seminary, and Wesleyan students. The
WSF office administers the loan/grant
financial assistance program for stu
dents preparing for ordination. •

1

Anniversary
Wayne and Joan Wiese Caldwell
celebrated their sixtieth wedding
anniversary on June 6, 2006. The
Caldwells have given themselves in
Christian ministry in pastoral roles
in Kansas, Missouri, Colorado, and
Indiana, as well as in teaching writing,
editing, and publishing endeavors at
Indiana Wesleyan University (1972
to present), Marion, Ind., and The
Wesleyan Church. Dr. Caldwell was
General Editor from July 1984 to
July 1992. Wayne and Joan have three
children and four grandchildren. •
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CONFERENCE
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2-5

rlando

* 'Reldndling
/ l^inisters and m

with greater urgen^
for personal holiness,

' healthy marriages,
evangelism, church

multiplication, and
godly leadership.

Registration &Details Online
www.wcsleyan.org/thegathering

Wyndham Resort Sponsored by The Wesie '̂an Church
Board of General Superintendents
and grants from WesleyanInvestment
Foundation and the Department of
Evangelism& Church Growth.

Hispanic Pastors Say

"Thank You"

www.wesleyan.org

Hispanic pastors from Ohio,
Indiana, Tennessee, and
Michigan recently visited The

Wesleyan Church World Headquarters
to say "muchas gracias" for all the
help they have received in establishing
Hispanic churches throughout the
Church. In cooperation with the
General Employees Committee, the
pastors provided a Thank-You Luncheon
for the Headquarters' employees.
They also wanted to help us see that
although they share a common language,
Spanish, the Hispanic community is very
multicultural; the pastors represented
various countries of origin—Mexico,
Honduras, Costa Rica, Nicaragua,
El Salvador, Guatemala, Colombia,
and Argentina. The luncheon featured
entertainment, teaching about the
Hispanic culture, and provided a
way for the pastors to meet the men
and women that help support their
ministries. •
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According to missions radio organizations, in western Europe alom

till one of the most cost-effective means of evangelism.
The Wesleyan radio ministry continues to send
the message of the gospel across town and around

the world. Now thirty-one years old, The
Wesleyan Church's broadcast ministry continues

to impact people in over 130 countries. Listener letters
testify of the broadcast's influence:

Lives are changed:
"I have been a listener to your program for as long as
you have been on the air. My late husband received
God through your program." (Listener in U.S.)

Believers are encouraged.
"Every day I get inspired by God's Word which you
speak to me through the radio. I get encouraged and
moved spiritually." (Listener in Zimbabwe)

V ^
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New Christians are discipled:
"Thank you for being such a blessing to this country
with your teachings. Your contribution to the spiritual
nurturing of Christians here in Fiji is invaluable."
(Listener in Fiji)

Broken lives are healed:
"I remember that for the first time in my life the message
of God's love for me, of His compassion, and of His
salvation through His Son Jesus made real sense to me...
When you invited us to pray with you the prayer of
repentance in order to receive the Lord's grace, I did so."
(Listener in U.S.)

Norman G. Wilson

Norman G. Wilson has been speaker
for The Wesleyan Hour from its

beginning. Senior pastor of a growing
Wesleyan church in Michigan,

he was chosen to be speaker
for the broadcast in 1975.

In 1976. he left the pastoral
ministry to assume duties
as executive director of

The Wesleyan Hour. In

1992, The Wesleyan Church elected him
as General Director of its newly formed
Department of Communications. His
duties at its Indianapolis-based World
Headquarters also include serving as
the denomination's General Editor and

Editor of its magazine, Wesleyan Life.
Dr. Wilson has also served as an

international evangelist, adjunct pro
fessor at Indiana Wesleyan University,
and was named a distinguished
lecturer by the Staley Foundation.



here is a potential listenins audience of over 150 million people.

'ears of
Worldwide

Evangelism

Who could have imagined the influence of
The Wesleyan Hour at its beginning in 1975?
And it is ongoing. Since the addition of Internet
broadcasting, the program really has no boundaries!
The Wesleyan Hour speaker Dr. Norman G. Wilson
says, "We are reaching more people than ever before.

A member of National Religious
Broadcasters' board of directors for

20 years, he has authored eight books and
contributed to hundreds of articles and

scripts. He is also heardon over 1200radio
stations as part of the 1-800-NEED-HIM
radio evangelism effort.

Norman Wilson and his wife Nancy
live in Noblesville, Indiana. Tliey have
three children: Lawrence, Beth, and
Jonathan, and twelve grandchildren.

Represented by Walter Bennett Communications,
The Wesleyan Hour is a weekly preaching and
teaching program that also features music by the
nationally known concert and recording artists,
The Rick Webb Trio. It is released primarily by
satellite over 200 times each week on AM, FM,

shortwave stations, and on the Internet at
www.wesleyan.org/doc.

Trans World Radio and Slavic Evangelistic
Mission translate Dr. Wilson's messages into
Russian and Spanish and send them by satellite
to affliated stations. On one AM station in

Russia, over 10 million households are
able to hear The Wesleyan Hour.
Other international evangelism
efforts have included broadcasts

in Cuba and Tibet. The Wesleyan
Hour is your worldwide radio
evangelism ministry.

The Rick Webb Trio

/ital to the music ministry of The Wesleyan
f Hour, Rick Webb and The Rick Webb Trio

have been featured on the program for over 15
years. The Webbs have appeared in the Bill
Gaither "Homecoming" video series; for 10

years they participated in the TV and radio
ministryof RBC Ministries "Day of
Discovery" broadcast. They have had
guest appearances during the National

Presidential Prayer Breakfast
activities in Washington,

1^^ D.C., the National
^ Religious Broadcasters

•|H||H|^ Convention, major Bible
Conferences and television

broadcasts throughout
America and Canada,

,1^ and city-wide Evangelistic
Crusades with evangelist Dr. Clyde

Dupin all across the United States.



Megachurches
Double

A recent study from the Hartford
Institute for Religion Research reveals
that the number of U.S. congregations
with an average weekly attendance of at
least two thousand people has more
than doubled in the past five years. That
dramatic spike to roughly twelve hun
dred megachurches nationwide
represents the sharpest growth since
such massive blocs of parishioners first
began materializing in the 1970s.

—Mark Bergin, Evangelical Press News

Adcock, Juanita Frailey (85)
Mrs. Adcock resided in Moultrie,
N.C., at the time of her death. She

was preceded in death by her husband
the Rev. James Wesley Adcock. She is
survived by one daughter; three sons;
ten grandchildren; and six great
grandchildren.

Gowan, Rev. Raymond L (91)
The Rev. R. L. Gowan resided in

Rapid City, S.Dak., at the time of his
death. He is survived by his wife of
forty years, Marian; two daughters;
two sons; nine grandchildren; and ten
great-grandchildren. His ministry
began in 1934, and he served a total
of six churches. He was a member of

First Wesleyan Church of Rapid City.
The Rev. Gowan was an author of

seven books and founder of six

newspapers. He was also founder of
American Ministries Intemational. He

served the Native American People of
North America for more than fifty
years, largely through Christian litera
ture and visitation to jails, nursing
homes, hospitals, and elsewhere.
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Practicing Spiritual Gifts
In churches with attendance of less

than a hundred, 31 percent of the people
practice their spiritual gifts to help
their church grow versus only 17
percent in those over a thousand.

—www.BmldingChurchLeaders.com

Legalized Gambling
Seventy percent of Americans say
legalized gambling encourages people
to gamble more than they can afford,
according to a new Pew Research
Center survey. By contrast, only 62
percent expressed that concern in 1989
when the same question was posed in
a Gallup survey.

—Evangelical Press

Greene, Rev. Max (87)
The Rev. Max Greene resided in San

Dimas, Calif., at the time of his death.

He is survived by his wife of sixty-
five years, Dorothy; and one daughter.
Together they ministered to a number
of churches in the Midwest. They had
a very successful ministry at El
Monte, Calif., the Santa Anita prop
erty. While at this church, they led in
construction of the current sanctuary.

Larson, Rev. A. Mark (83)
Rev. A. Mark Larson resided in

Butler, Pa., at the time of his death.
He is survived by his wife of 60 years,
Dorothy Fisher Larson; two daugh
ters; four grandchildren; and two
great-grandchildren. Rev. Larson was
a retired Wesleyan pastor and
belonged to Sandy Lake Wesleyan
Church. He began his ministry in
Eldred, McKean County, in 1944, and
then supplied other churches in
Pennsylvania, New York, Ohio, and
Indiana.

Americans Tend Toward Creataonism

Eight out of ten Americans believe
God guided creation in some capacity,
according to a Gallup Poll. The
Washington Times reported that 46
percent think God created man in his
present form sometime in the past ten
thousand years, while 36 percent say
man developed over millions of years
from lesser life forms with God guiding
the process. Only 13 percent of
Americans think humans evolved with

no divine intervention.

—Evangelical Press

Pornographic Web Sites Visitors
Worldwide, there are seventy-two
million visitors to pornographic
Web sites each year.

—www.Zondervan.com

Vandervort, Rev. Shirley Ann
(70)
Rev. Shirley Ann Vandervort resided
in North Yemon, Ind., at the time of
her death. She is survived by her hus
band Wilbert whom she married in

1960; a son; a daughter; and two
grandchildren. Rev. Vandervort was a
1959 graduate of God's Bible School
and College in Cincinnati where she
was assistant dean of women. She was

ordained in 1963 by The Wesleyan
Church and served 45 years with her
husband at churches in Pennsylvania
and Indiana. She was a member of

Holton Wesleyan Church.

Watts, Anna G. (87)
Anna G. Watts resided in Vineland,

N.J., at the time of her death. She was

preceded in death by her husband,
Rev. W. Earl Watts. She is survived by
two daughters; two sons; and three
grandchildren. Anna faithfully served
with her husband. Earl in The

Wesleyan Church for 45 years.



10 Commandments
for

Music in Worship
Pastor and theologian Jim Shaddix challenged participants at a worship
conference with his suggested "10 Commandments for Music in Worship":

1. Thou shalt worship God, not worship worship.
"Our focus is on the style rather than the object of our worship: God."

2. Thou shalt worship as a lifestyle and not as a
music style.
"If there is a disconnect in what is happening at the church event and what
is happening in people's daily lives, there is a problem."

3. Thou shalt make the Divine Seeker comfortable first
and foremost.
"If the presence of God is thick in a place and His Word is communicated
clearly, seekers will be transformed."

4. Thou shalt use music as a sacrifice of praise, not as
a synonym for worship.
"Worship should include preaching and not be limited to music alone."

5. Thou shalt be theologically equipped.
Worship leaders should pursue the study of theology in addition to
technical skills.

6. Thou shalt reflect a holistic theology in worship
content..

"Celebration is not the only kind of worship .... The Bible speaks of
worship involving all seasons of life. Is there a place in our worship for
saying, 'God, I don't understand'?"

7. Thou shalt worship in a rhythm of revelation and
response.
"We can't separate the music from the preaching event."

8. Thou shalt employ lyrics that reflect communal
identity.
Incorporate songs that include "we" in the lyrics rather than "me."

.9. Thou shalt use technology with theological and
pastoral sensitivity.
"Hearing others sing encourages worship."

10. Thou shalt foster worship that reflects the diversity
and unity of heaven.
"God is honored in worship when we strive to accomplish ethnic diversity
and congregational unity."

— Excerpted from "Pastor Lists Music's 10 Commandments," by Jenny Rice in Pulpit Helps
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Register your church today, and
receive the brand new materials for

2006-2007. Registration is still only
$75.00. Call or order online today.

C£i^

Recommended books for

Wesleyan Women this year
Captivating by John and Stasi
Eldrege and To Fly Again by
Gracia Bumham. Order your set
today (books or CDs are avail
able) for only $34.99 from the
general office.

^Jesfemn^^
yi/omen /

PO Box 50434

Indianapolis, IN 46250

Phone: 317.774.7974

Web site: www.wesleyan.org/women
E-mail; ww@wesleyan.org



Good lUeuus ...

(continuedfrom page 15)

they may be squeezed by restrictive
laws and regulations. And two, our gov
ernment will never muster the resolve or

allocate the needed resources to export
them. Most are here to stay, having
staked their lives and well-being on
becoming American citizens and joining
the rest of us in this immigration nation
to forge a future together.

Given these realities, evangelicals
need to pray regularly for our leaders,
that God will give them the wisdom and
courage to address this situation in a
reasonable, compassionate, and timely
manner. Furthermore, we also need our

Lord's wisdomand guidanceregarding
how to exercise our influence. Measures

that would deprive innocent children of
basic human services should be vigor
ously opposed, along with any other
harsh restrictions that would further mar

ginalize these immigrants and only drive
them deeper into the shadows. Given that
we all have had a part in
creating this situation, we need to stand
against any attempts to place undue bur
den on these disenfranchised people.

Above all, we need to remember that

we are first and foremost citizens of

God's Kingdom and fellow pilgrims on
earth in a foreign land. As such, we
need to allow our attitudes and actions

to be shaped by Kingdom values. On
one hand, our hearts need to be broken

by God each day for the millions of lost
immigrants in our midst, compelling us
to reach out to them with His message
of forgiveness and hope. On the other
hand, we need God's wisdom in relating
to our undocumented brothers and sis

ters in Christ who find themselves in

their cun'ent predicament. When faced
with the temptation to judge them, we
need to release that sentiment to the

Lord and ask Him to fill us with greater
understanding and sympathy regarding
each person's unique situation.

Step Three:
Proclaim the Year ofour Lord's Favor

Finally, as citizens of God's coming
Kingdom, we are called to join our
Savior Jesus Christ in proclaiming the
year of our Lord's favor. Forgiveness,
redemption, grace, and release—
this is the good news God calls us as
evangelicals to proclaim in His name.
Where the privileged majority in our
land conspires to protect and advance
its acquired advantages, and our
government waffles, evangelicals
need to stand in the gap.

The Scriptures are abundantly clear
regarding our call as Christians to care
for the poor, the oppressed, the stranger,
and the immigrant. Nowhere is there a

caveat saying that these admonitions
are only applicable to those with legal
papers. Nor should Christ's body, the
Church, be called on to be enforcers of

the laws and regulations of the land.
One may a.sk, but shouldn't we be law
abiding citizens? Certainly, but not
policemen! That is the role of our
government. May the day never come
when the leaders of our country try to
entangle the Church of Jesus Christ in
cleaning up the mess caused by years of
their waffling and negligence! May God
bless the church that unwaveringly ful
fills her calling to be a house of refuge
and to provide sustenance to sojoumers
and foreigners and those in need!

God's Path
This is the path God calls His

people to take in His name, proclaim
ing good news in the midst of the
immigration crisis. First, we are all
called to confess our sins each day
and seek His forgiveness and grace.
Second, we are called to profess Jesus
Christ as Lord and align
ourselves with the values of His

Kingdom. Finally, we are called to
proclaim the year of our Lord's favor.
In this way, evangelical Christians can
make a huge difference in the lives of
millions of people both for today and
for all eternity. •

Norman G. Wilson is assistant

professor of religion and philosophy at
Indiana Wesleyan University
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The General Department of
Communications has announced

the addition of a Spanish-language web
page, en Linea, to The Wesleyan Church
homepage. Generously funded through
Wesleyan Women's Heart of Ministries
offering and developed by the General
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Compartiendo a Cristo con el mundo

Department of Evangelism and Church
Growth (E«feCG), the new page will
help to meet the needs of the growing
Hispanic Wesleyan population. The page
content was created by David Ellis,
E&CG's director of cross-cultural

ministries, and Traver Butcher, web

coordinator for E&CG, to offer news
and information, plus links to spiritual
helps and Wesleyan Publishing House
resources. Jay Trejo is the Spanish-
speaking representative for WPH and
works with Hispanic churches in
resourcing Spanish-language material.



The newest installment of the Stewardship Month Resource Kit series
from Stewardship Ministries will be released in October.

Stewardship Month Resource Kit
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Loving God, Loving
Each Other is the

latest addition to

the Stewardship

Month Resource Kit series. This

is the third installment in the

seriescreated by Dr. Stan Toler
for Stewardship Ministries. The
StewardshipMonth Resource Kit

series began with The Cycle of
Victorious Giving in 2004. This

was followed by the release of LordshipLiving - God
Provides last year. Loving God, LovingEach Othercontinues
the series with a focus on stewardship principles gleaned
from God's covenant with Israel. The weekly themes focus
on giving thanks to God, offering ourselves to God, caring
for one another, and sharing what we have.

Loving God, LovingEach Otheris a resource that helps
teach practical, biblical stewardship principles. The inte
grated kit contains everything to hold a month-long

• Sermons

• PowerPoinis

• Posters

• Letters

• Activity Sheets for Youth and Children

57EWAi^SfflP
ministries
THE W E S L E Y A N CHURCH

Sermon Handwiut ^

Video TesiiiTKHiieR <

Bulletin Inserte <

Bible Les.sons for All A^ ^

Everything it takes to conduct a four^week
stewardship emphasis in your church!

stewardship emphasis: model sermons, handouts, PowerPoint
presentations, video testimonials, letters, and bulletin
inserts. The package also includes lessons for children,
youth, and adults.

Loving God, Loving Each Other is available from
Stewardship Ministries by calling 800.627.2537 or by
emailing StewardshipMinistries@wesleyan.org. Limited
quantities are available this year, so please call or write
early to make sure you are on the mailing list. The cost
is the same as last year. FREE!

Stewardship Ministries vision is to see all our churches
accomplish the ministry(ies) God has called them to

fulfill through the stewardship of God's people.

www.wesley an . o r g / s m
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Looking to simplify?

Are you a Wesleyan pastor or employee of a WesLeyan Church?

Are you tired of the hassle involved in receiving and reading several

account statements and trying to be sure your investments all

coordinate together? Did you know that you can consolidate your

other retirement accounts into your WPF account? Call our office to

find out how we can assist you with this. Your WPF account allows

you to monitor your account 24/7 from the privacy of your home

with the www.wesleyanpensionfund.com website. For more

information, please contact us at:

Wesleyan
PENSION FUND

P.O. Box 50434, Indianapolis, Indiana 46250 * 800.595.4131 • 317.774.3954 • wpf@wesl8yan.org
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"To prepare God's people for
works of service, so that the body

ofChrist may be built up"
(Ephesians 4:12).
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What Does It Mean
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We c

Ifwe give ourselvesalabel, we
should know what that label

stands for—especially if it
names the essence of our faith.

The totality of what it means
to be Wesleyan is beyond the

scope of this article, but I have chosen
a number of significant identifiers.

Wesleyans Are Ecumenical
We want to have fellowship with

all other Christians. We are not sepa
ratist or sectarian. John Wesley's first
publication about the early Methodist
movement was entitled, "The

Character of a Methodist," in which

he made it clear that Methodists had

no desire to be distinguished from
other believers. This is still true. We

affirm the basic Christian doctrines.

We affirm the historic creeds. We join

in ministry with other Christians
whenever and wherever we can.

Wesleyans View Theology
As an Order of Salvation

More than topics or doctrines, the
ology is the story of God's grace
(prevenient, converting, sanctifying,
and glorifying) and our response to
grace (holiness of heart and life)
through a disciplined practice of the
means of grace. Wesleyans understand
Christianity more as a life to be lived
than a set of beliefs to be affirmed.

Wesleyans Believe All
People Can Be Saved

We do not believe God has predes
tined some people to go to heaven
and others to go to hell. We take John
3:16 literally—that God loves the

Wesleyans understand
Christianity more as a life

to be lived than a set of

beliefs to be affirmed.



to Be By Steve Harper

3 leyan
whole world and is willing to save
"whosoever" believes in Jesus. God is

not willing that any should perish; He
has made no decision that would

exclude anyone from the possibility
of being saved. Jesus died for all. No
one need miss abundant life in time or

for eternity.

Wesleyans Believe People
Can Know They Are Saved

We believe in assurance. Assurance

is not presumption on the future; it is
confidence in God in the present.
Assurance is also the source of a seminal

sign of our salvation: joy. Wesley was
convinced that true holiness would be

accompanied by a deep happiness.
Christian life is "blessed" life.

Wesleyans Believe People
Can Be Saved "to the
Uttermost"

John Wesley called it "full salva
tion." Christian perfection is our
hallmark—a salvation in which we

are not merely saved from sin but also
saved for righteousness. We can have
an entire sanctification—a response to
God's grace in which both the breadth
and depth of our lives are devoted to
God. This experience can be marked
by a moment of surrender, and then it

will be followed by a deepening
devotion for the rest of our lives—a

cleansing and consecration Wesley
described as holiness of heart and life.

Wesleyans Combine Faith
with Action

We combine beliefs rather than

separate them—for example: faith and
works, personal and social, heart and
head, word and table, piety and mercy,
Christ and culture. We believe the sum

is greater than the whole of the parts.

Wesleyans Help Fulfill the
Great Commission

The world is our parish, and the
Lord is our sending companion. We
desire to communicate the gospel in
ways that enable all races and cultures
to respond to God. We offer Christ in
evangelism that results in new birth,
and in nurturing that results in trans
formed living. We engage in mission
that recognizes the need to minister to
the bodies, souls, and spirits of those
to whom we go.

Wesleyans Have a High
View of the Church

We reject any idea of independent
Christianity, seeking instead to be
called into Christian community that

unites us with the great cloud of wit
nesses in the church of heaven and

forms us into a Great-Commission

connection with the church on earth.

The conduct of worship and the
administration of the sacraments cre

ate the body of Christ, and we devote
ourselves to being faithful members
of it.

Wesleyans Empower the
Whole People of God

Early Methodism had more lay
leaders than clergy leaders. Many of
these leaders were women. Ours is a

heritage of helping all people to see
they are ministers and missionaries-
servants inside the church and

witnesses outside it. We resist all

notions of faith or ecclesiology that
would create a professional guild of
experts, which limits and isolates the
work of the gospel into the hands of a
select few.

Reprinted with permissionfrom
The Asbury Herald. •

—Steve Harper is vice president and pro
fessor ofspiritualformation at the Orlando

Campus ofAsbury Theological Seminary,
Orlando, Fla.
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In the coming decade we're going
to see at least seven major shifts
that could make us or break us.

1. Communication:
Everyone will be in the know.

The church will not be able to keep
data confidential. In the age of informa
tion, people outside of leadership will
believe they have a right to know what
we now consider "insider information."

Boards may try to restrict intelligence,
but it will get out anyway—in nanosec
onds through text messaging or
e-mail—to the entire body.

2. Participation;
Everyone will get a say.

The notion of representative gov
ernment will retreat as individuals

insist their voices be heard too.

Decision-making processes will open
up to input from the masses through
more congregational meetings and
Q&A sessions. Instead of smaller
groups making decisions then casting
the vision or getting buy-in from the
people, leaders will get input before
decisions are made.

3. Structure:
No one will be inaccessible.

People will expect access to all
leaders at all times. They'll think
nothing of writing an e-mail message
directly to their district superintendent.
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The local church

is where the

action will be.
bypassing the "proper channels"
locally; they'll be offended if messages
of this nature are ignored. As chain-of-
command folk move into retirement,

military style structures will give way
to flatter forms of church leadership—
amidst much chaos.

4. Doctrine:
We won't all be saying
the same thing.

We will see a major return to
doctrine and the favoring of denomi
national distinctives. The spectacular
growth of "black coffee Calvinism"
will force Wesleyans to rearticulate
and defend their own doctrine or

simply retire from the debate. The
doctrine of holiness will be re-minted

in such a way that many older folk
will appear to be liberal softies.

5. Unity:
We will have harmony on
the essentials.

The emphasis on distinctives will
not mean separatism. A new spirit of
cooperation and unity on the essentials
(the stuff of the Apostle's Creed) will

extend even beyond Protestantism. The
"urge to merge" will retum in its fifty-
year cycle and new takes will occur.

6. Relationships:
We will do life together.

The local church is where the action

will be. Churches offering a convenient
one-hour-a-week music festival will be

marginalized in favor of churches
where interpersonal connection is
emphasized. The increase in congrega
tion participation and relationship
building will make way for stronger
community. Smallerchurchescould get
a gigantic boost here.

7. issues;
Our problems and solutions
will both be spiritual.

For several decades the church has

acted like our biggest problems were
(in historical order) legalism, inade
quate facilities or location, weak
programming, inward focus, and
weak leadership. The coming wave
will consider the church's greatest
problems to be spiritual—and the
solutions to be spiritual as well. If
they are right we might see more
changes from this final shift than all
the others combined. •

—Keith Drury is an author who teaches
Christian ministry at Indiana Wesieyan

University, Marion, Ind.

Changes
Keith Drury Coming to

Our Churches



"Every church can participate In the multipiication of new churches."

Involvement in church planting has
littleto do withaverage Sunday
attendanceor location. Too many
believe that if their church is small

or rural, it could never help plant
churches.They relegate the planting
of churches to thosecongregations
positioned in large populationcenters.
In reality, every churchcan participate
in the multiplication of new churches in
at least five ways.

1. Public Affirmation
Find ways to creatively share the
vision of church planting.

2. Prayer
Incorporate prayer for church planting
and planters into the service and/or
send prayer teams to prayer walk
communities, towns, and villages.

3. Promotion
Intentionally endorse church planting
and planters to the congregation.

The Five P's

Parenting Phil Stevenson

4. Provision
Invest financially or provide gifts in
kind, provide items needed for a new
church such as a data projector, nursery
equipment, discipleship or promotional
material. The church can participate
financially in a variety of ways—

• Join the annual North American-

wide Spring/Easter offering.

• Take a one-time offering tied to
special days such as Christmas
Eve, Mother's Day, Super Bowl
Sunday, etc.

• Incorporate church planting into
the mission budget.

• Give the entire fifth Sunday
offering to church planting.

• Invest ten percent of monthly
income into church planting.

5. Permission
Encourage the congregation to prayer
fully consider giving to, or going to, a
church plant. Giving may happen in the
form of a tithe being directed to the
new church for a time. Going is helping
start a new church—perhapsby driving
a great distance or even relocating.

My prayer is that The Wesleyan
Church will be driven by the local
church to become a mission-oriented

movement—multiplying believers,
leaders, and churches. •

—Phil Stevenson is genera! director
in the Department ofEvangelism and Church

Growth for The Wesleyan Church
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I An Interview with

° Dr. Anthony M. Graham
Pastor, New Hope Wesleyan Church

WL: Dr. Graham, as a pastor and
church leader, what are some of the
ministry and church growth chal
lenges facing black congregations in
The Wesleyan Church?

AG: Let me preface my comments
by stating I do not believe in a Black
church or White church or Hispanic
church. I believe in the Church, and in

the Church you may have black congre
gations and white congregations,etc.
With that in mind, I would suggest that
that there are challenges in the areas
mentioned. First, in ministry:

• Partnership over patriarchy is
one of the greatest challenges
facing church leaders today.
A supportive caring network is
needed if the church is to

develop and advance.

• Service over self. Challenging
ourselves and followers to see the

bigger picture. We are simply
stewards, created to serve.

• Courage and confidence to
become the men and women

that God has called us to be.

To be God chasers.

• Trained leaders. One of the

challenges facing black congre
gations is that of trained leaders.
We may have passionate people,
but there is no substitute for pre
pared workers. It would be nice
if our colleges could develop
internship programs and send
students out to assist in inner-

city ministries.

• Finance. Black congregations
may have large numbers of
people attending services.
Large numbers do not always
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translate into large offerings.
The ability to adequately
provide for staff and ministry
needs can be hampered.

• Inappropriate worship facilities.
Most black congregations are
located in cities where the cost

of property is extremely high
and wages may be low.

WL And what challenges do you
see in the area of church growth?

AG: There are at least three. The

first is vision. Leaders must dare to

dream. They must think big—think out
side the box—think in light of the God
we serve. The second challenge is criti
cal thinking. Leadersmust be creative
in various areas and create dynamic fel
lowships thatwill address the needs of
the community, families, and individu
als. The third is transient members.

Jobs are few, members move where jobs
are. It is difficult to build stabUitywhen
peopleare always moving.

WL: How should we address the

issue of interracial harmony?

AG: The church must model the

attitude and behavior of its author.

Jesus spoke of the Oneness of the
Godhead and prayed that we be one.
We must love not only in word but in
deed. Racism is learned behavior.

We must counter this behavior with

the love of Christ.

This love must be demonstrated in

practical ways. First, our leadership
must model diversity. Deliberate
efforts must be made to be inclusive.

Second, opportunities must be created
for all groups to share in leadership
events. Room must be made for oth

ers so that they can grow.

WL: In what ways are black congre
gations impacting their communities?

AG: Compassionate ministries,
after-school programs, and computer
literacy programs.

WL: What are the demographics
of the average black congregation in
the Church?

AG: It is 98 percent black.

WL: What unique ministries does
New Hope Wesleyan Church offer?

AG: First, it offers a place where
people may have an encounter with
the Living God—a place to grow and
stretch in their relationship with God.
Other ministries include: compassion
ate ministries, steel pan classes,
after-school program, a computer lit
eracy program, day care, and a
kindergarten (to be opened shortly).

WL: Thank you, Dr. Graham.
Do you have any closing thoughts
for our readers?

AG: Yes. I thank God for the

central message of The Wesleyan
Church: holiness. Wherever people
may meet, whatever they may do, and
irrespective of their culture, God's
requirement is holiness for all. •

—Anthony Graham is senior pastor of
New Hope Family Worship Center

in New York City



here are the young
adults? Why are we
losing so many of
them after graduation?

According to George Bama, in only
three generations we have seen the
percentage of church attendees ages
18-24 decline from 66 percent to 20
percent to 4 percent. As a 25-year-oId,
I am concerned. If the pattern continues,
what happens to the next generation—
the children of the 4 percent? Maybe a
better questiqn to ask is, What happens
to the church?

Where have we gone wrong? How
do we correct our mistakes? To answer

these questions, we must look at
today's young adults—my generation.
We are people who live for a cause;
we ultimately want to make a difference,
not for our own personal gain but to
make this world a better place.

Our Purpose
The church needs to remember its

purpose—for its own sake, the sake of
the world, and for the sake of its own

young adults.

What is the church's purpose? An
amazing 2,003 Bible verses address social
justice, making it the most addressed issue
other than salvation. My generation sees
the church neglecting this mission and

emphasizing
instead the one

that talks

g about judgment
(separating the

goats from

the sheep). Jesus himself (not the
church) is to do the separating; we are
to take care of the poor.

To us, the pain of the world is real;
it's seen all around us:

On the fear-stricken face of a

13-year-old Lebanese girl whose
three brothers had been killed in

the bomb attack that left her in

the hospital.

In the tears of the Iraqi T"|-\ q
father whose son was IMC
used as a human shield

because he believes that Iraq has
a chance for a better life.

In over 2.8 million worldwide

AIDS victims who die every year
leaving more than 15.2 million
orphans behind.

In the malnourished faces of over

1 billion children in developing
countries, many of whom don't have
the strength even to swat the flies
that con.stantly crawl on their faces.

In the loss of identity of the 20
percent of American children
who are sexually abused before
they reach the age of eight.

In the rising number of murders
every year in
America,

16,692 in

2005 alone.

• In I in

every 13
teenagers

who commit

, suicide every

We Are
Called To

Young Adults and
Wesleyan Church

By Traver Butcher

My generation wants to see lives
changed by the power of God, and we
want to take part in making that hap
pen. We want to be Christ to a hurting
world. We want to fight their pain with
the love of God. We may be young and
idealistic, but we strive to follow the

example of Christ. This is what God
calls the church to, and this is what

will call young adults back to the
church. •

—Traver Butcher assists in the

Department ofEvangelism and Church
Growth for The.Wesleyan Church
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Every minister should develop
a plan to avoid moral failure.
Sidestepping danger may
appear to be only common

sense; however, the enemy of our soul
and of our ministry can muddle even
the basics. Therefore we have to be

intentional in our pursuit of wisdom.

Reinforce Your Integrity
People trust you. Reinforce and

build on that trust. Never do anything
that would cause others to doubt you.
Live with consistency—words and
behavior supporting each other.
Integrate the sermons you preach into
the life your practice. Be known as a
person of integrity. Be known as a
man or woman of God.

Formalize Ethical
Guidelines

Before the situation confronts you,
decide under what circumstances you
will meet persons of the opposite gen
der, how you will use expense
accounts, what governs your contact
with church funds, what governs your
use of church equipment, supplies,
and property.

Strategically Plan
Your Time

Pray for a personal mission that
shapes what you do before you even
put on your shoes. Have a daily,
weekly, and monthly plan. Focus your
energy by knowing your church's
vision. Find the balance between per
sonal, family, and vocational time.

Establish Realistic
Expectations

You must set the agenda for your
own life, using the guidance of your
board. Constantly evaluate your goals
so they are attainable and properly
motivated. Decide how to deal with

unrealistic expectations of others.

s Don't Be a
•

o By Kenneth Heer
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Find the balance between healthy
ambition and inappropriate personal
aspiration.

Deal with Emotional Issues
If you often suffer depression or

get down on yourself, meet with a
counselor or coach to help you get
beyond some of the baggage that
holds you back.

Nurture Right
Relationships

Keep your marriage healthy,
remembering that it is the most
important relationship in your life
next to your relationship with Christ.
Be sure your family gets more than
lukewarm leftovers of your time and
attention.

Establish Boundaries and
Create Margins

Know where the lines of appropri
ate behavior need to be drawn in your
life. Know your areas of weakness
and susceptibility. Know your limits.
Create some white space in your life
where God, family, and self can get
adequate time and space.

Detail the Cost of Failure
If temptation is strong and you

know you are weak, insert some real
ity into your fantasy world by
detailing the costs to you, your family,
and the church if you behaved inap
propriately and were caught. That
might serve as a worthy deterrent.
The cost is too great to make any
indiscretion or sin worth it.

Create Accountability
Locate the people, places, and

processes that encourage you to
be transparent, vulnerable, and
authentic. Find someone to

whom you can report how
you are spending your

time.Keepgoodrecords—both personal
and church related. Have someone

regularly check your Internet use.

Fuel Your Spiritual Passion
This is most important. Ultimately,

failure will be traced to a breakdown

in spiritual life and disciplines.
Determine which spiritual disciplines
need attention in your life. Remain
firmly committed to your call. Be sure
you are ministering with a sense of
overflow rather than overwork. You

are vulnerable when your plate is full
and your cup is empty.

Prevention is always better than
reconstruction after things have blown
apart. If you fall, God can certainly
restore you, and you may be able to
find a place of reconciliation with
your family and the church; however,
returning to the level of ministerial
service you had before your fall might
not be possible.

Grace can restore. But grace can
also keep. Avoid the landmines. God's
grace and the ministry of the Holy
Spirit, revealing, guiding, and con
victing, makes present and ultimate
victory a reality.

"To him who is able to keep you
from falling and to present you before
his glorious presence without fault
and with great joy—to the only God
our Savior be glory, majesty, power
and authority, through Jesus Christ
our Lord, before all ages, now and
forevermore! Amen" (Jude 24—25). •

—Kenneth Heer serves as the coordinator

for The Leadership Development Journey
of The Wesleyan Church



Ministering with
Head, Heart, and Hands:
Leading and Labdring as Sghdlar-Servants in Zambia

The sun shone brightly as
Pastor Sichikata drove his

small pickup truck filled
with dozens of cheerfully

singing children into the compound
on the first day of our literacy adven
ture. None of us knew quite what to
expect as American college students
and Zambian children shyly but excit
edly became acquainted with one
another. Although the team had
undergone more than six months of
cultural, linguistic, and spiritual
preparation, we were each a bit
unsure of our new surroundings. How
much English do these kids know? Am
/ really prepared? Can I make a dif
ference in just a few weeks' time?
Although these questions flooded our
thoughts in the first few days, it was
apparent that, with prayer and support
from our Zambian translators and the

World Hope staff, we were making a
significant impact on the children.

Each day of the program began
with music and stories, many of
which celebrated our common faith in

Christ. (We found music, movement,
and storytelling to be some of the
most effective means of connecting
the English language to Chitonga, the
mother tongue of Zambia's southern
province.) After the opening assembly
each day, every Houghton "teacher"
would work with a small group of
three to five children to develop lis
tening, speaking, reading, and writing
skills in English.

As the program progressed, the
college students were able to apply
what they had learned in their teacher
preparation courses by adapting a
variety of highly effective literacy
strategies for culturally appropriate

www.wesleyan.org

use within the Zambian context.

Children who previously had little or
no exposure to English began to move
from letters and sounds to words,
thoughts, and ideas.

True to their calling, the Houghton
students were serving the needs of the
Zambian children with head, heart,
and hands!

We were making
a significant
impact on the
children.

Houghton College and World
Hope International—Zambia look
forward to the continued development
of their partnership. With the Lord's
guidance, the partners hope to expand
their collaboration with the Zambians

in order to sustain and perpetuate the
literacy program. •

—Cathy Freytag, an associate professor of
education at Houghton College. Houghton,

N.Y., attends the Fillmore Wesleyan Church,
Fillmore, N.Y.She and Dr. Daniel Woolsey

coordinated the trip to Zambia.

By Cathy Freytag

In May 2006 a team of ten

students and two faculty members

from Houghton College traveled

to Choma, Zambia, where they

partnered with World Hope

International to provide English

language literacy support to

65 children. This experience paved

the wayfor an ongoing partnership

between Houghton College.

World Hope International,

and the people ofZambia.
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sanctification

Ordination
Promises
Theresults ofasurvey

recently conducted by
LifeWay Research—a
department of the Southern
Baptist Convention's

publishing arm—contain some
revealing and surprising statistics:
only 10 percent of responding
Southern Baptist pastors would call

12 wiNTTtH 2006-07

themselves five-point Calvinists,
and only a slight majority (51 percent)
of Southern Baptist pastors address
Calvinism from the pulpit at least
once a year. My surprise stems from
two long-held conceptions: first, that
Southern Baptists, especially pastors,
were all died-in-the-wool Calvinists;

second, that in order to be a Calvinist

By
Norman G.

Wilson

one must accept all five points of
the TULIP doctrine (total depravity,
unconditional election, limited

atonement, irresistible grace,
and perseverance of the saints).
Apparently, there is a bit of
theological diversity in at least
one of America's largest
denominations.



Declare and Defend
The report prompted me to wonder

what percentage of Wesleyan pastors
would respond positively to a similar
question regarding their belief in the
Wesleyan doctrine of entire sanctifi-
cation, and how many address the
doctrine from their pulpits.

It was my privilege a year ago to
substitute for a General

Superintendent in conducting the
service of ordination for the Indiana

South District. In preparation for that
assignment I went back and reread
portions of The Wesleyan Discipline,
paying particular attention to the rit
ual for the Examination of

Candidates. It was a sobering
reminder that before God and the

church I once answered in the alfir-

mative, "Do you cordially accept our
Articles of Religion and Membership
Commitments, and agree to declare

and defend them?" {Discipline Par.
5772, emphasis mine).

This question, which is still asked
of candidates today, assures that 100
percent of ordained Wesleyan minis
ters state that they accept (believe in)
and are prepared to defend (proclaim
publicly) the truth that "sanctification
is the work of the Holy Spirit by
which the child of God is separated
from sin unto God and is enabled to

love God with all the heart and to

walk in all His holy Commandments
blameless. From that moment there is

a gradual or progressive sanctifica
tion as the believer walks with God

and daily grows in grace and in a
more perfect obedience to God. This
prepares for the crisis ofentire sancti
fication which is wrought
instantaneously when believers pres
ent themselves as living sacrifices,
holy and acceptable to God, through

faith in Jesus Christ, being effected by
baptism with the Holy Spirit who
cleanses the heart from inbred sin.

The crisis ofentire sanctification
perfects the believer in love and
empowers that person for elfective
service. It is followed by lifelong
growth in grace and the knowledge of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

The life of holiness continues through
faith in the sanctifying blood of
Christ and evidences itself by loving
obedience to God's revealed will,"
{Discipline Par: 236, emphasis mine).

Reviewing the promises I had
made many years earlier was both
challenging and satisfying: the faith
and commitment expressed then still
holds true today. •

—Norman G. Wilson is General Editorfor
The Wesleyan Church and executive editor
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Estate Planning isn't for the people who die

Why We Don't Make Plans through a Will or Trust:
... It's for the

people who live.
• To Busy with Life
° Too Little Property
- Too Expensive
• Do not Have or Know an Attorney
" Unable to Know the Future

' Do not Plan to Die

Why Have Plans communicated through
a personal Will or Trust:

• To select a personal representative

• To select a guardian for minor trust

• To specify to whom, timing and
amounts of distributions

• To remember a favorite ministry
or institution (your local church)

STEWARDSHIP

I

'rs

Obtain your Will or Trust through the services of Stewardship Ministries.
Call 800-627-2537 for your free Estate Planning Data Gathering Guide

or download It at www.wesleyan.org/sm. Also ask us how you may
acquire your Estate Planning documents at little or no charge.

MINISTRIES PLAN NOW for those who live and you dearly love!
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Women in Ministry:

Why Not?
The Wesleyan Church supports

the ordination of women for

ecclesial leadership and service
In the variety of ecumenical settings

that 1 find myself, both as a theolo
gian and a member of the clergy, I

have been privileged to sit under the
anointed preaching and guidance of
significant women ministers and
scholars. I covet that experience for
all in the church. The voice of God

delivered through a female preacher
completes the hearing of the Word for
ail believers —it is like finally being
able to listen with both ears.

Today's women, in the market
place and the world, And themselves
rubbing shoulders with a variety
of people holding many different
points of view. Generally, women are
treated with dignity and respect and
are valued for their contribution.

Educated and skilled, they accomplish
assignments with high levels of
professionalism, with few in the
office taking issue with their gender.

These same women enter a church

where the atmosphere is somewhat
stifling, often demeaning, and even
hostile to their involvement. Many
share that they have to kowtow to
dominate male personalities and
rarely are asked for their insights or
involvement. But women are always the
ones counted on to staff the nursery or
organize the annual banquet!

It seems women have had responsi
bility without power while men have
had power without responsibility.

1 have a healthy suspicion of
those who wish to deny women
leadership roles in the church.
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Quite often,
rather than

allowing the
Spirit of God to
use and elevate the gifts of this larger
part of the body of Christ, they fear
what they themselves may lose by
way of control and personal influ
ence. They should be more concerned
about what they lose by neglecting
the Spirit's gifts and what God
wishes to offer us through them.

Power appears to be at the root
of the problem. Church administra
tion and leadership models that have
been fostered by a male-dominated
church have lent themselves to hier

archical and authoritative schemes.

The woman's leadership style of col
laboration, team building, and
relationship is often the counterbal
ance to these charismatically
individualistic approaches. "The buck
stops here" and "I'm in charge"
motifs have not been conducive to

women's involvement in ministry—
and are not necessarily Christlike in
their application either (Mark 10:43).

The New York Tunes states that

women now comprise 51 percent of
divinity school students but account
for about 3 percent of pastors who lead
large congregations in the mainline
Protestant churches that have ordained

them for decades. The dominant

evangelical churches, most of which
do not ordain women, have forced

women to look outside their church

of origin for service. Women from

By
Richard

K. Eckiey

Pentecostal and historically African-
American churches who wish to

preach often entrepreneurially plant
their own congregations.

The Wesleyan church supports
the ordination of women for ecclesial

leadership and service. Our denomina
tional leaders and scholars have written

into church doctrine our tradition's

biblical and theological support for
such a genderless understanding of
Christian vocation (Gal. 3:28). Yet

some of our best women ministers

cannot find a place of service.
The arguments used against them

seem to be unending. Each group that
resists placing women in ministry,
somehow claiming to be more biblical
than others, has its own argument as
to why its position is supposedly
preferred by God. But today the onus
is on those who would supplant the
role of women with their own personal
and political agendas. The real question
to ask is "Why not?" If God has
gifted women to serve, then who can
rightly oppose their use? We can
only imagine the revival of Christian
ministry with the doubling of our
efforts that could result! •

—Richard Eckiey Is a professor of religion
and philosophy at Houghton College,

Houghton, N.Y.



A Journey So Far
It isastorybook romance.

Taking a yeiir off from college,
Jason Butler went to Russia to minis

ter, wherehis missionary aunt served. At
her church, a beautiful girlnamed Alya
struck up a conversation with him. Jason
wasdelighted to discover thatshe spoke
English because he knew only two
words in Russian. Jason askedAlya to
be his translator in the street evangelism
project he had begun. "For the next three
hours," Jason remembers, "we walked in
the light snow of November, stopping to
sparkconversations withpeopleabout
Christ."That wasn't the only spark. "We
felt a connection between us," Jason
admitted, "one formed from our mutual

passion for Christ."
The time came for Jason to leave

Russia, but the two young people
agreed to stay in touch through letters,
letters that drew them close though
thousands of miles separated them.

A return trip to Russia found Alya
working in ministry with Jason's
aunt, and the two young people were
teamed for a summer ministry proj
ect—and a summer romance. "We

fell in love," Jason says with a grin.
But time passed quickly, and

Jason was to return to America.

During his layover in Amsterdam,
Jason sat in his hotel room in tears,
questioning his decision to leave
Russia without asking Alya to marry
him. Would their relationship last?

The next day, September 11, 2001,
Jason was on the plane headed for
New York, far away from his true
love. Imagine Jason's surprise when
the plane was turned around and
rerouted back to Amsterdam. He was

horrified to hear what was happening
in America but determined to return

to Russia and do what he was con

vinced he should have done already.

Three weeks later, in front of one of
the oldest churches in Russia, Jason
asked Alya to marry him, and, as he
puts it, "she graciously accepted."

Jason returned to America where

Alya soon joined him, and they were
married. Jason completed seminary in
Wilmore, Kentucky; Alya gave birth
to their newborn son, Luke—and the
family returned to Russia where
Jason taught evangelism and disciple-
ship in Vladimar Wesleyan Bible
College. Jason now serves as a youth
pastor at Our Savior's Wesleyan
Church, Mukwonago, Wisconsin.

Jason exclaims, "What a journey
so far!" •

John Wesley told us to 'Tarn all you can,
Save all you can, and

Give all you can.

Paymentson outstanding credit Catd debt currently accounts for nearly 20%
of the disposable personal income of American families. Many people are affected by

COnSUmGr debt. Keeping aproper handle on this is important. 38% of Americans
say it is impossible to make ends meet due to the fl nOHCisl dcbt they have incurred.

Biblical stewardship is an 3,ttitudG 9^8 alifestyle in which we
acknowledge God as the owner of our life and all that we possess.

It is the careful responsible management of these reSOUrCGS inaway that
bu iIds the ki ngdom, fulfHls cod's purpose in our life and brings giofy to our Father in heaven.

Stewardship Ministries has two seminars to assist local churches in this area of stewardship and financial planning
with their congregation. Schedule a Christian Stewardship Institute (CSI) in your church and see individuals and
familes get back on the right track with serving God through their stewardship of time, talent, and treasures.

For more information or to schedule your seminar:
800-627-2537 or StewardshipMinistries@wesleyan.org
or www.wesleyan.org/sm.

STEWARDSHIP . H L C S L L r M N CHURCH

MINISTRIES



The word negotiate denotes "reachingadeal"
"arguing toward a settlement," or "compromising
When the protection of personal opinion is a
major concern, people often bargain with one

another. They are willing to give up something to get
something else. Some local church boards operate by

negotiation. Members of the board come to the meet
ing to protect their department, their ministry, their

personal preferences, or their agenda.
A much healthier situation exists when a

local church board collaborates*
The word collaborate

denotes "teamwork

"a pooling of
resources," and

"partnership."
Collaboration

happens when
the board has

established

Negotiation or
Collaboration?

By Steven D. Emery

common goals that are the focus. Team
members still have personal preferences

and passions, but
cooperation replaces

) competition and com-
I ^bativeness.

—Steven D. Emery

is superintendent of
the Indiana Central

District of The

i Wesleyan Church.

rL • / t Listening. Learning. Leadi
15-passenger vans
are a challenge to

operate safely, and
a large number of
congregations i(se ...^
them as a primary
means of travel.

Church Mutual wa^^f
the first to issue

15-passenger van ^
alerts to policyholders.

_And offer you an array
of free transportation
safety materials. Go to
www.churchmutual.corr)/

transport or call
800.554.2642...

Ext. 4205.

INSURANCE COM^Y

3000 Schuster Lane I P.O. Box 357 | Merrill, Wl 54452-4)357

Cliuich Mutual has been rated A-l- (Superior) every year since 1952 by industry analyst A.M.Best.



Profile
Larry J. Moore

General Director of Stewardship Ministries

Born

I was bom in Buffalo, New York, on
May 25,1956, to Rev. Fred and Blanche
Moore. I am the second of seven

children and have one foster sister.

My favorite high school class
My favorite high school class was

1P grade English. I liked it so much I
took it three times at three different high
schools. The third time was a charm!

College
I attended United Wesleyan College

in Allentown, Pennsylvania, from 1975
to 1980 (I crammed four years into five).
I earned the Bachelor of Science degree
with a major in Christian Education.
Dr. Earle Wilson was the President of the

college at that time and he's been one of
my heroes in the faith ever since (and I'd
say that even if he wasn't my supervising
General Superintendent).

One of my greatest
ministry moments

There are several highlights that
come to mind (like leading my chil
dren to Christ) and it's hard to narrow

it down to just one. But one highlight
that stands out was a moment that

lasted for eleven years when I served
as an assistant pastor with my father in
Western New York.

Degrees or honors
I have an undergraduate degree in

Christian Education, graduate degrees in
Educational Administration and Business

Administration, and a post graduate
degree in Church Administration.

How I met my wife
I met my wife when my father

accepted the call to pastor the church
where her family attended. Her family
hosted our family for dinner the

www.wesleyan.org

Sunday my dad candidated. We
attended our senior year in high school
together and married after our first
year of college. She's my best friend
and partner in ministry.

My family
Karin and I have two adult children.

Heather and Jim, and two grandchil
dren— Tarrin who is five years old
and Trenton who is four months.

Hobbies

Those who know me know that I

love the outdoors and especially
hunting and fishing, although I'm
not much for camping. My idea of
roughing it is staying at Motel 6.

My favorite sport
I love playing most all sports, but

these days I especially love playing golf.

My life verse
This is hard because there are so

many verses that I could mention, but if
I have to choose one, it would be

Matthew 6:33 "But seek first his king
dom and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well."

Most people don't know
Most people don't know that I

enjoy both classical and bluegrass
music (I think that may be an oxy
moron). I first fell in love with
classical music when I fell in love with

Karin. She played the cello in high
school and college. I attended several
of her concerts and developed a life
long appreciation for classical music,
especially the Baroque era. I inherited
my appreciation for bluegrass music
from my father and grandfather, and
now with satellite radio, I can listen to

both as often and as much as I like. •

Southern
Wesleyan

University

To help men and women
become all God intends them

to be through an excellent
learning experience that

promotes intellectual inquiry,
fosters spiritual growth

maturity, equips for service,
and mobilizes leaders whose
lives transform their world

!through faith, knowledge, love
I and hope as they serve Jesus
i Christ and others.

Plan a campus visit

today, contact the

office ofadmissions at
1-800-CU-AT-SWU

HERN
WESLEYAN/

UNIVERSITY

006

907 Wesleyan Drive
Central, SC 29630

www.swu.edu



New Hispanic
Organized

Inahistoric moment for the North
American General Conference,

Distrito Hispano Suroeste de La
Iglesia Wesleyana (Southwest
Hispanic District of The Wesleyan
Church) was formally launched as the
denomination's thirty-fourth district
organization. It is also the first
Spanish-language Wesleyan district in
the United States and Canada.

General Superintendent Jerry
Pence officiated at the organizing con
ference, which was held at Principe de
Paz (Prince of Peace) Wesleyan
Church in El Monte, California on

Friday, September 8, 2006. Distrito
Hispano Suroeste includes 35 congre
gations located in Califomia, Nevada,
Arizona, and New Mexico, with a
total average attendance of 3,381 per
sons in Sunday morning worship
services and 2,522 covenant members.

During the organizing conference,
the Reverend Edgar Chacon was elected
as the district's first superintendent.
Other leaders who will serve alongside
him include Rev. Alvaro Sanchez (assis
tant district superintendent). Rev.
Damaris Sanchez (secretary), Mr.
Gerardo Reano (treasurer), and district
board of administration members-at-

large Rev. Juan Vargas, Rev. Rolando

Dr. Jerry Pence installs District
Superintendenl Rev. Edsar Chacon

De Leon, Rev. Alex Sanchez, Mrs.
Martha Salazar, Mr. Pedro Orantes Jr.,
and Mr. Alejandro Hernandez.

Distrito Hispano Suroeste was cre
ated by dividing the Pacific Southwest
District, which multiplied its Spanish-
language churches from one in 1975
into today's 35 congregations. The
Pacific Southwest District will con

tribute $1.26 milUon in fmancial

assistance over a ten-year period, as
well as deed ownership of several
church facilities to help strengthen the
new district. Dr. Stephen Babby, Pacific
Southwest district superintendent, led
the effort to give birth to the new district
and will serve as a consultant to its

emerging leadership team.
The new district is tangible proof

of the significance of church multipli
cation for The Wesleyan Church.
Fourteen pastors attending the organ
izing conference were honored for
being the founding pastors of many of
the congregations in the new district.
During its very first session, the new
district board of administration desig
nated five new works as "developing
churches"—the new district's initial

church planting projects that will be
nurtured toward fully established
church status. •

California

.o ^Hawaii

Hispanic District Churches
Directorio del mapa para el
ano de La Iglesia 2006-2007

23 Placer County
Kings Beach -
Iglesia Wesleyana Dios de Paz

30 Sacramento County
Sacramento -

Vision de Amor International

54 Kern County
Arvin -

Primera Iglesia Wesleyana Hispana
Bakersfield - Iglesia Evangelica Berea
Bakersfield -

Iglesia WesleyanaAposento Alto

58 Los Angeles County
Arleta - Iglesia Fiiente de Agiia Viva
Azusa -

Iglesia Jesucristo Es Mi Refugio
Chatsworth -

Iglesia Cristiana Monte de Sion
Covina -

Iglesia Cristiana VidaNiieva En Jesiis
El Monte - Iglesia Comunidad Cristiana
El Monte -

Principe de Paz Wesleyan Church
El Monte - Wesleyan Christian Church
Los Angeles -
Centra Misionero Shalem

Los Angeles -
Iglesia Cristiana Templo de Poder
Los Angeles -
Iglesia de Cristo Palabra de Poder
Los Angeles -
Iglesia Evangelica Cristo Viene Ya
Los Angeles -
Ministerio el Tahernaculo Este

Los Angeles -
Ministerio el Tahernaculo Sur

Los Angeles - Ministerio el Tahernaculo



Distrito Hispano Suroeste
de ia Iglesia Wesleyana

Nevada

Anzono
New Mexico

Centre

Pasadena -

Iglesia Evangelica El Lirio de Valles
Reseda -

Iglesia Cristiana Columna de Amor
Rosemead -

Iglesia Jesucristo es el Senor
San Dimas - Iglesia Cristiana
Manatiales de Vida

West Covina - Iglesia Betesda

59 Orange County
La Habra -

Iglesia Wesleyana Fuente Amor

60 Riverside County
Cathedral City -
Iglesia Wesleyana Rios de Agua

61 San Diego County
Bonita - Iglesia Esperanza Viva
Escondido - Iglesia Guerreros
de Jesus Centro Cristiano

63 Washoe County
Reno - Iglesia Nueva Jerusalem Reno

82 Yavapai County
Sedona -

Centro Cristiana de Iglesia Wesleyana

85 Maricopa County
Mesa - Iglesia Cristiana el Buen Pastor

90 Pima County
Tucson - Fe Cristiana

Tucson - Iglesia Getsemeni Wesleyana
Tucson - Pena de Horeb

113 Socorro County
Veguita -
Iglesia Evangelica Camino de Fe

www.wesleyan.org

First IVIew Church University
Held in Spanish

Approximately 40 Hispanic
Wesleyan church planters were among
the 130 Hispanic pastors who attended
the first NCU conducted entirely in
the Spanish language. Representing
The Free Methodist, the Church of the
Nazarene, and The Wesleyan Church,
the pastors participated in the historic
October 17-19 event at Camp Camby
Nazarene retreat center. Two years in
the planning, Universidad Iglesia
Nueva offered potential and new

church planters training for the work
among Hispanics in North America,
along with refocusing strategies for
Hispanic churches whose attendance
has leveled or is in decline.

Wesleyans on the organizing com
mittee included Edgar Chacon, district
superintendent of the Southwest
Hispanic district, and David Ellis,
director of Cross-cultural Ministries

for TWC. The training program was
developed in conjunction with founder
and executive director of New Church

Specialties, Dr. Larry McKain. •

A Church Planter's Story
by Reynaldo Moralez

(Reynaldo Moralez has planted five Hispanic Wesleyan Churches in three years.
He is currently the pastor of La Vina Centra de Adoracion in Sturgis, Michigan.

This is an abbreviated account of one church plant.)

After arriving in Sturgis,
Michigan, to plant La Viria
Centro de Adoracion, I soon

visited other communities. Nearby
Coldwater was a growing community
with a Hispanic population of over
1200, with no Christian evangelical
church for Hispanics. With La Vina
launched and beginning to grow, I
prayed and approached my district
superintendent, Rev. Mark Gorveatte.
Soon plans were underway to plant a
church in Coldwater.

Visiting Coldwater Wesleyan
Church on various occasions, we dis
cussed the possibility of their assistance
in planting a church; I found them to be
open to lending their facilities.

Disappointments marked the begin
ning. Events brought little response
from the Hispanic community. My
praying, planning, and visiting seemed
to have little impact. I knew God had
a purpose for Vida Abundante, but
frustrated, I told Him that if I didn't

see results in the next few months, I

would pull the plug.
One week later, a pastor called me

about teaching a Saturday English
program.

As only one of the 20 in the class
was a believer, and believing it was
part of God's plan, I decided to move
Vida Abundante to Bronson, Michigan,
15 minutes away.

The church planting process began
again. I discovered in this community
of 2500-3000, 800 were Hispanic, and
there wasn't a single church for them.

Speaking to La Vina about the
opportunity, a group of three families
wanted to be part of the church plant.
Two more families from Bronson

joined the team. By now I could see
that God was behind it all.

We rented and remodeled a location.

The school system offered a gym. By
sponsoring a soccer team, we connected
with new people. Plans were made to
launch the church within one year.

In a matter of months a Bible study
was started, with six families in atten

dance. English as a second language
(ESL) classes were offered. The new
church launched on October 15,2006,

with seventy-five people present.
This church plant was a trial of

faith for me; but God showed Himself
true to His calling for my life: plant
ing healthy Hispanic churches. •
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Who Are the Wesleyans?

The Wesleyan Church is an evangelical,
Protestant denomination. We offer the

good news that faith in Jesus Christ
makes possible a wonderful personal
relationship with God, a holy life
empowered by His Spirit for witness
and service, and assurance of eternal

life in heaven. Our name is in honor of

John Wesley, the founder of Methodism,
whose emphasis on a life of faith,
self-discipline, and perfect love is
our example. Each week, more than
300,000 Wesleyans meet in over 4,000
churches and missions in 72 nations

worldwide.

What We Believe

Wesleyans believe in one God, who is
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and the
Savior of all men and women who put
their faith in Him alone for eternal life.

We believe that those who receive new

life in Christ are called to be holy in
character and conduct, and can only live
this way by being filled with the Lord's
Spirit. We believe in the Bible and seek
to establish our faith and actions on its

teachings. We believe God
wills for people everywhere
to know Him and that

the purpose of the
Church is to tell church^
the world about

Christ through its worship,
witness, and loving deeds.

Our Vision

Equipping and empowering churches
for Great Commission ministries in

the spirit of the Great Commandment

For more information, go to

wiAfw.wesleyan.org

20 WINTER 2006-07

Wesieyan News

Zambian Orphan Choir Tour
Includes World Headquarters

The Zambian Orphan
Choir perfonned during
The Wesleyan Church
World Headquarters
chapel on October 4.
Through World Hope
International, Inc., the

Zambian Orphan Choir
toured the United States

in September and
October 2006, under the

direction of Richman

Syabbamba. The 15
children, ranging in age
from 9 to 15, toured
select cities in the United States, rais

ing awareness of the HIV/AIDS
pandemic in Zambia, where one in five
people are HIV-positive. Through origi
nal songs, traditional music, drama and
readings, the choir describes the hard
ships that families and orphans endure
as a result of losing a loved one to this
illness, focusing on the hope they have
in knowing God sees their struggles

...

and He cares. Their sub-Saharan

African country has over 700,000
orphans; 46 percent of all households
care for orphaned children.

The Wesleyan Church partners with
World Hope International in response
to the pandemic. Over 100,000 workers
have received HIV/AIDS prevention
training, with a five-year plan to minis
ter to at least one million people. •

Wesleyan investment
Foundation Aids New Zealand

Wesleyan Investment Foundation
(WIF) has been instrumental in helping
Wesleyan Investment Foundation New
Zealand establish an investment founda

tion. This will be the third country that
WIF has helped support in an invest
ment foundation endeavor; they have
also assisted Canada and Australia.

Help has come in the form of giving
written materials, rules, policies, proce
dures, correspondence, advertising, and
ads. CEO Craig Dunn says, "We are
providing them a model to get started
on." Initially, WIF helped with a small
financial investment and will be helping
with a larger investment later on.

After getting the legal requirements
expedited and providing fund informa
tion to individuals and churches, the

official launch of Wesleyan Investment
Foundation New Zealand was October

28, 2006. Like WIF, individual mem
bers put savings into the Foundation,
and the Foundation pays them a rate of
interest at least as good as they would
get from a bank. The Foundation then
lends that money to Wesleyan churches
for land, building, and improvements.
The interest rate on the loan is as low

or lower than a bank. The result is that

the church members can safely and
gainfully place their money with a fund
dedicated to the development of The
Wesleyan Church, and the churches
can more readily fund their building
programs from an understanding and
flexible lender. •
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Wesleyan News

Global Partners Team Visits
Haystack Prayer Meeting

rt^niy Gan-ingion

pet'ftirQns Scott
^Isoit stand hy
^tlfc Haystack
;' hionuinieilt.

On a hot Saturday afternoon in
August 1806, five young men, students
at Williams College in Williamstown,
Massachusetts, were meeting together
for prayer, Bible study, and discussion.
They had recently been reading about
the exploits of British missionary,
William Carey. A storm approached and
the five students took cover under a

large haystack.They continued their
discussion under the haystack and even
tually moved to a time of prayer. While
praying, one of the students, Samuel
Mills, shared his concern for the spiri
tual darkness that existed around the

world. As they continued on in prayer
Mills proposed that they not only pray
together, but that they take action to
become and send missionaries. At this

point in the history of our young nation,
no mission organizations existed.

Christian historians point to this
Haystack Prayer Meeting as the begin
ning of the modem missions movement
that would soon sweep throughout the
United States and Canada. In the years
to come (late 1800s to early 1900s)
over 20,500 college students would go
throughout the world as fulltime mis
sionaries. This vision began in 1806 at
a simple prayer meeting under a
haystack. Recently, three members of
the Global Partners leadership team
had the privilege of attending a 200th
anniversary celebration and prayer
summit at the Haystack monument.
Scott Olson, director of operations, and
mobilizers Tim Hibschman and Amy
Garrington joined others in praying
that God would move the hearts of

North American students as he did 200

years ago. •

Global

Partners

Update on
Nicaragua

Global Partners' missionary evan
gelist Luis Martinez was invited by
the Bible Society of Nicaragua to
preach in an open-air meeting during
the celebration of the "Day of the
Bible." On Sunday, September 24,
Luis spoke to approximately 25,000
people gathered in the center of
Managua, the capital city. While
many of the people present were
Christian, nearly 350 people stepped
forward to accept Jesus Christ as
their Savior. Prior to 1990, it was

very difficult to carry on ministry in
Nicaragua because Christians and
pastors were persecuted. Today
Nicaragua has a tremendous openness
to the gospel. Global Partners' mis-

After Luis finished preaching,a NationalTV News Network interviewedhim. This is election year
in Nicaraguaand the reporterasked Luis how a new Presidentcould change Nicaragua.Luis told

him that a new President couldn't change the people/country but Jesus in their hearts would.
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sionary families Jim and Julie
Eckhardt and Mike and Amy Knox
are now ministering in Nicaragua.
The Wesleyan Church in Nicaragua

was planted by The Wesleyan Church
in Costa Rica in 1996. Currently, the
Wisconsin District partners with
the ministry in Nicaragua. •
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80 percent of the
people who have
connected with this

fellowship were previ
ously unchurched.

Weslevan IMews
church planted by the Lowell con
gregation in its first five years.
Grand Rapids Berkley Hills
Wesleyan Church has the distinction
of being the great-grandparents.

According to the West
Michigan District
Tidings, their launch of
the Kentwood church

has indirectly resulted in
a network of churches

that now ministers to

"more than 9,000 people
every week."

Fourteen national and

international church

plants, along with another
fourteen "preaching
points"/house churches,

have been established as a result of

Kentwood's church planting efforts.
Rev. Mark L. Gorveatte is district

superintendent of West Michigan
District. •
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ghurGRlRarcnting Family Tree 2006

Church Planting
Familv Tree

West Michigan District's
Kentwood Community (Wesleyan
church) in Kentwood, Michigan, has
become a grandparent church
through the planting of Portland,
Michigan's Epic (Wesleyan Church).
Launched on October 8 with 130

present, Pastor Ed Love reports that

..^Cambodia.; 6 churches
^^Bahgladesh-1
SS^Indla'- \ ch

church

^JndlA. 1church^SMNi^

KcnOrMd ConmunUy Church
Cl/CA. 1979 • 2V0C

Epic is a daughter church of
Impact (Wesleyan Church) in Lowell,
Michigan. Impact has committed to
planting an additional church within
24 months, which will be the third

HIV/AIDS IS the

humanitarian crisis ©f our lifetime!
early7,000 young people

IM30j5E!m^Mpositive each day.
There Is HOPE! World Hope's Hopefor TomorrowyouWi initiatives target early adolescents
and older youth with messages of purity while giving accurate information about virus
transmission.

The Reach4Ufe prevention program is a school or church-based program that uses the International
BibleSociety's Reach4LifeNew Testament and specially trained teachers to share God'spowerto
change the hearts, minds and behavior of youth.

Reach4LHe...

can provide one youth

hthe Reach4Ufe New
>tamentand adiscipleship
jmey through 40 lessons
with a specially trained

includes culturally relevant notes from African youth

incorporates informationabout HIV transmission

offers Biblically-based guidance for responding to youth related issues —
peer pressure, alcohol, sexuality, self-image, dating, and work/school pressures

'Risk and Protection: Youth and HIV/AIDSin Sub-Saharan Africa. The Alan Guttmacher Institute

On-line: http://www.guttinacher.org/pubs/riskandprotection.pd(

[QStKamfe f WORLD HOPE
50,000 youtn IjN T E RN ATIO

through 2007 ' wviw.worldhope.org
1-888-466-4673



A Majority Want
Abortion Ban

A poll conducted by the Pew
Research Center finds that a majority
of Americans want more restrictions

on abortions and almost half say it
should be illegal in all or most cir
cumstances. The July 6-19 poll
surveyed 2,003 American adults and
found that 46 percent of Americans
want abortion to be banned—always
illegal (11 percent) or legal only in a
few rare instances (35 percent). Along
with those, another 20 percent said
abortion should be allowed but want

more restrictions on it—making a

♦ ♦♦

total of 64 percent of Americans who
want abortions banned or restricted.

—EP News

Broadband Opens Ministry Doors
The Federal Communications

Commission reports that, as of
December 2006,50.2 million high
speed broadband lines existed in the
U.S, an increase of 33 percent over
December 2004.

—EP News

Support for Gay Ordination is
Miniscuie

Of the more than 220 million

Americans who identify themselves as
Christians, only 1.4 million of them are
members of a denomination that sanc

tions the ordination of homosexuals.

—EP News

God put His stamp of approval on the
home in a unique way by sending His Son
there, and every home—particularly every
Christian home—that now endures is a

testimony to its divine origin and to God's
unalterable purposes to maintain it.

—Robert W. Mcintyre

Amidst the tinsel and holly, the songs
and celebrations, the spirit of man may
be impoverished when he settles for
less than the real significance of the

Savior's birth.

—B. H. Phaup

In nature God is above us; in law God is

against us; in the incarnation God is
"with us."

—Roy S. Nicholson

Wesleyan IMews

Student Survey Shows
Spiritual Interest

A surveyof 112,000 undergraduate
students at 236 intuitions by the
Higher Education Research found that
three-fourths of students are searching
for meaning and purpose in life. In the
past year 80 percent have attended
religious services, 66 percent pray,
and 80 percent believe in God.

—United Methodist Reporter

Slavery Still Exists
A Family News in Focus story says

it's been estimated that about 27 mil
lion people suffer in slavery around
the world today, including forced
labor and the sex trade.

—Crosswcdk.com

When once again we can be simple
enough, believing enough to see God
comingto us infragile human personality,
then salvation is nigh at hand and reality
in religion more than a pious hope.

— Earle L Wilson

Let every thought and activity of this
season be with the understanding that
we celebrate the proof of God's search
for man who has strayed from the fold.

— J, D. Abbott

Dominican Wesleyans Celebrate
"One More for Christ II"
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The Wesleyan Church of the
Dominican Republic celebrated an evan
gelism effort called One More for Christ
II on Altagracia Street, September 19.
Carlos Martinez, coordinator for The

Wesleyan Church of the Dominican
Republic, says, "This street is known for

Its delinquency, but the
Lord manifested His grace for salvation
and 37 people came to Jesus!" There are
plans to establish a Bible school by
extension for children in this area. This

is a ten-year project with the aim of
sowing the Word and Biblical principles
to the children there. •



A Wesleyan Education is not
only Valuable,

The rewards ofaWesleyan education are well
known. But what is not well known —in fact,

what is often misunderstood —is how affordable a

Wesleyan education can be. Over 90% ofWesleyan

students receive financial aid.That's important

because it means a Wesleyan schools cost cannot be

judged solely by its "sticker price." Instead, first

apply, find out what financial packages are available -

then compare.You'll find a priceless Wesleyan

education is more affordable than you thought.

And far more valuable than you ever imagined.

A Wesleyan Education...
Education with a higher purpose.

Bethany Bible College
Sussex, New Brunswick

Canada

506-432-4400

www.bethany-ca.edu

Houghton College
Houghton, NY
800-777-2556

www.houghton.edu

Indiana Wesleyan
University
Marion, IN

1-866-GOTO IWU

www.indwes.edu

,. „

2

Oklahoma Wesleyan
University
Bardesville, OK

800-468-6292

www.okwu.edu

Southern Wesleyan
University
Central, SC
800-CU-AT-SWU

www.swu.edu



Wesleyan News

Philippine Wesleyans
Averaging One Church
Plant Per Month

According to missionaries Stanley
and Janice Clark and Rev. Amos

Anteg, general director of Church
Growth and Evangelism in the
Philippines, The Wesleyan Church of
the Philippines is currently averaging
one new church plant every month.*

District

Superintendents
Elected

Of the district conferences held in

2006, 11 district superintendent posi
tions were slated for election. Ten

districts reelected incumbent district

superintendents: Chesapeake District,
Rev. Stanley K. Hoover; Colorado-
Nebraska District, Rev. Phil Harris;

Illinois District, Dr. Ray E. Bamwell;
North Carolina East District, Rev.

Daniel E. LeRoy; Northwest District,
Rev. Karl Westfall; South Carolina

District, Rev. Buddy Rampey; South
Costal District, Dr. Dan Berry;
Tennessee District, Dr. Marlin Hotle;

Texas-Louisiana District, Rev. Dwight
Nash; and Western New York District,
Rev. Neil Koppen. Indiana North
District elected Dr. Aron P. Willis to

fill the position vacated by the retire
ment of Dr. Harold Bardsley. •

Districts Partner

in Church Planting
The Penn-Jersey District presented

the Kentucky District with a gift of
$10,000 toward the district's new
church planting fund. Penn-Jersey
District Superintendent Harry Wood
said the gift was part of Penn-Jersey's
core value of generosity and commit
ment to church planting. Kentucky
District Superintendent Glenn Black,
in expressing the district's apprecia
tion, said that a task force has already
been established to plant new
churches throughout the district. •
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Evangelism and Church Growth
Announces Six Church Plants

Phil Stevenson, general director of the Department of Evangelism and
Church Growth, announces that six church plants have started or were
scheduled to start by October 15.

CrossLink Watershed (Sept. 10)
Grandview Heights, Ohio
Planted by Nathan and
Sony Feathers
Mothered by CrossLink
Community, Grove City, Ohio

Quarry Rock Wesleyan (Sept. 10)
Dell Rapids, South Dakota
Planted by Milt and Mattie Borah
Mothered by Celebrate,
Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Sojourn Fellowship (Sept. 24)
Olathe, Kansas

Planted by Billy and Kim Wilson

FOR SALE:

Compass Church (Oct. 1)
Byron Center, Michigan
Planted by Chad and Julie
McCallum

Mothered by Kentwood
Community, Kentwood, Michigan

Epic (Oct. 8)
Portland, Michigan
Planted by Ed and Emily Love
Mothered by Impact,
Lowell, Michigan

Living Water Wesleyan (Oct. 15)
Temple, Georgia
Planted by Robert Haynes

Well maintained house in WesleyanVillage,

22258 Victory Drive, Brooksvllle, Florida.
2 bedroom, 2 bath, Den/Office, Florida

Room, Utility Room, Carport and Shed.
Completely furnished, NewAppliances,

nearly new roof. Immediate Occupancy;

Owner may finance $76,000.

All reasonable offers considered.

Contact: Carl Jones at 352-799-1644
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Penn-Jersey Church Recipient
of Citation from the State

Penn-Jersey District's Living Water Wesleyan
Church, Pleasantville, New Jersey, was the recipient of
a Citation from the General Assembly of the State of
New Jersey. The Citation was presented in gratitude to
the church for hosting the first community program of
its kind: the Amer-I-can Summer Peace Squad
Program. The ten-week course is designed to teach
young people positive life skills. Twenty-five students
graduated from the program on September 8.

As a follow-up. Living Water Wesleyan has launched
the Waterworks Youth Project on October 5,2006.
Building on the positive concepts that teens learned
through the Amer-I-Can program. Pastor Richard
Younger and his wife Julie hope to use Christian resources
to develop an atmosphere of mutual trust and growth and

Greater Ohio Dayspring
Dedicates New Worship Center

The Dayspring Wesleyan congregation of Marion,
Ohio, gathered to dedicate their new 700-seat worship
center on June 11, 2006. Dr. David Holdren, former
General Superintendent, was the keynote speaker. He
joined Greater Ohio District Superintendent Jeffrey
Mansell and Senior Pastor Rev. Wil Beers in leading the
worship and praise service of dedication and celebration.

This is the fourth major building project undertaken by
the Dayspring congregationsince its founding in 1990.The
new worship center includes a spacious lobby and a four-
stage secure nursery-toddler department.The large platform
allows for major musical-dramaproductionsand concerts.A
mile-long walking path with a nature pond, which is open to
the public, encompasses the Dayspring campus. •
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"providea safe place in Pleasantville where young people
can have fun." •

Illinois District Church Baptizes 89
Rock Island-Heritage celebrated a river baptism on

July 9. Among the 89 candidates that were baptized, 4 young
people from Hoops for Hope, a basketball ministry to the
inner city, were baptized together by Pastor Rich Lively
and Alan Williams. •

CLERGY

MOVE CENTER®

Endorsed mover for clergy & member families of

The Wesleyan Church

Significant Interstate Discount - Guaranteed price estimates
Intrastale and International Relocation Management

Customized Personal move counseling

Quality service since 1905

For total peace of mind, call our certified move counselors
Vicki Bierlein, Jean Wamemuende,

Sunny Sommer

1-800-248-8313
STCvens
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Wisconsin's Burr

Wesleyan Celebrates
150 Years

Wesleyan News

IMorth Carolina West

Holds First Triad

Area Revival

Couple on the left; Lois and Rev. Benjamine
Drown, former pastors. Couple on the right:
Irene and Rev. Alan Trlpp, current pastors.

Wisconsin District's Burr

Wesleyan Church, Hillsboro,
Wisconsin, celebrated their 150th
anniversary on August 26 and 27,
2006. Rev. Frank Cooley helped the
John Wesley Markee family and
neighbors organize a church and
Sunday school in the spring of 1856,
after which Markee served as pastor
for 30 years. During the next 80
years, the church had several pastors,
six of whom were women. From

1966-1982, Pastor Ben Drown was

pastor, and for the last 24 years. Rev.
Alan Tripp has led the congregation.

On Saturday of the two-day cele
bration, approximately 300 people
enjoyed a "picnic on the grounds"
for the entire community, an old-
fashioned hymn-singing service, and
fireworks display. Sunday events fea
tured a celebration service in which

District Superintendent Dan Bickel
preached. Other special guests were
Mrs. Lauris Anderson, wife of the

late Rev. Charles Anderson who pas-
tored the church from 1962-1966;

former pastors Rev. and Mrs. Ben
Drown; and pastor of Hillsboro
Wesleyan, Rev. Roger Miller, who is
great-great-great grandson of
Markee. Also present were represen
tatives of the county and of
Hillsboro. "What is noteworthy and
exciting," says Bickel, "is that at 150
years of age. Burr is experiencing
some of its greatest ministry ever,
seeing people saved and baptized,
reaching young families and growing
both numerically and in maturity." •

wvvw.wesleyan.org

The Piedmont Triad Area of

North Carolina West District (High
Point, Winston-Salem, Greensboro,
Thomasville) held their first area
revival service Sunday evening,
September 17, at Bales Wesleyan
Church, Jamestown, North Carolina.
Rev. Anthony Graham, pastor of
New Hope Family Worship Center,
Brooklyn, New York, served as the
evangelist for the service. Including
the children's and youth service, the
attendance for the evening was 520.
Rev. David Albertson, chairman of

the committee for the Triad Area

revivals, explained that when the
North Carolina West District camp
meeting was discontinued a year
ago, areas of the district were
encouraged to hold joint revivals.
There will be another one-evening
service on January 28, 2007, at
Christ Wesleyan Church, Winston
Salem, North Carolina. These two

single evening services lead up to
the actual revival to be held April
22-25,2007. •

Christ Wesleyan
Medical Mission Team

Treats 1,100
Penn-Jersey's District's Christ

Wesleyan Church, Milton,
Pennsylvania, sent a medical mis
sion team to Guatemala from July
15-23. The team treated 1,100 peo
ple and saw 70 come to faith in
Christ. They were able to minister to
two indigenous groups called the
Tz'utujil and Quechikel, which are
direct descendents of the Ancient

Maya of Central America. •

^Tour heartwarming days
of inspiration, fun, andfellowship

in the heart of the

QreatSiviokcjOdlouK&xitia
Hephzibah

Children's Home

Featuring your favonte hymns andgospel songs
Inspiring music andmessages

Pigeon Forge and Gatlinburg attractions

The Rick Webb Trio ,

Squire Parsons

Diane Susek

W
The Hayes Family

Jerry Brecheisen %_

Plus the hilarious

Peculiar People

At the beautiful Music Road Inn
and Conference Center

For more inforniation or to make your reservation, contact:
Joyce Wirslng. Registrar

2292 Pine View Circle. .Sarasota, FL 34231

E-mail:wirsingtj(5'junoxr«m TeJ: 941.9934778

www.hephzibahgathering.com



jQ'm U5

"Yemen's ^mistr^

and

fPre-(3e)n/erence
§^eecfi c5/m;c
June 13-17, 2007

Indiana Wesleyan University
Marion, Indiana

"blazing T)euj Trails"
Hear outstanding speakers,
and receive exceptional training.

Carol Kent

Dr. Jo Anne Lyon

The Collingsworth Famil)'

Devotional speakers are Morgan
Jackson, Jackie Bryant, and Carol
Siunanion.

> W

•?

For more infonnation and
to make your

reseivaiions, see

Our web site at

www.wesleyan.org/women

E-mail us at

ww@wesleyan.org

Call us at 317.774.7974

Women

\

Wesleyan IMews

Site preparation work began by
July 1 for the Greenwood Education
Center of Indiana Wesleyan
University (IWU). The center, which
is scheduled to open in February
2007, will offer classes for working
adults. The Greenwood facility will
be the first of IWU's regional cam
puses to feature a 1500-square-foot
nursing laboratory. IWU currently has

Indiana Wesleyan
Begins Construction
at Greenwood

Campus

regional campuses on the north and
west sides of Indianapolis and offers
several classes in leased facilities in

the Greenwood area. The new cam

pus will offer classes closer to home
for hundreds of students who live

south of Indianapolis. More than 200
students from Johnson County cur
rently are enrolled in IWU's adult
education programs. •

Scholastic Basketball

Players Take Message
to Czech Republic

Women's basketball team mem

bers from Southern Wesleyan
University, Bethany Bible College,
Houghton College, and Indiana
Wesleyan University recently minis
tered to more than 600 people during
a 10-day stay in Brno, Czech
Republic. "We used the universal
appeal of sports and music to build
relationships where we could share
God's love with the Czech people,"
said Southern Wesleyan University
Women's Head Basketball Coach

Chris Williams.

The team members competed in
basketball games, conducted clinics,
visited schools, interacted with chil-

Tammy White, at left with microphone, shares her
testimony with an international audience after a
basketball game in Brno, Czech Republic. White is
a Southern Wesleyan University junior from Easley
and a member of the SWU women's basketball team

Supporting her teammate is Stephanie Ott, a senior
from Roanoke, Va.

Southern Wesleyan
University School of
Business Commissioned

Southern Wesleyan University
(SWU) President David Spittal, along
with administrators, faculty, students,
staff, and community members, commis
sioned SWU's School of Business in a

ceremony at the university's campus on
September 28. Dr. Jeff Moore, dean of
the School of Business noted, "The pur
pose of the commissioning service is to
dedicate the school of business, which

was created recently as a part of internal

dren on the playgrounds and sup
ported the Czech church and
missionaries. The athletic activities

during the day set the stage for spe
cial large event programs in the
evenings that included concerts and
keynote speakers. •

restructuringhere at SouthernWesleyan
University." Southern Wesleyan
University's Alumnus of the Century
Dr. VirgilMitchell also spoke during
the service.

Ray Lattimore, a SWU business
graduate and university trustee and CEO
of MarketplaceStaffing in Greenville,
presented an overview of the new
School of Business. He noted that the

School of Business has 85 full and part-
time faculty members and noted that 65
percent of the university's students,
about 1350, are pursing degrees through
the School of Business. •
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Editor's Note: College/University news items aresubmitted to Wesleyan Life.

First-Year Houghton
Students Serve Local

Community
Three hundred Houghton College

first-year students, faculty, and staff
spent Saturday, Sept. 16, serving along
side staff of various organizations
throughout Allegany County as part
of First-Year Introduction (FYI)

Service Day.
Every new stu
dent at Houghton
College partici
pates in the FYI
program which is
designed to assist
in a student's

transition to

college life at
Houghton.
Service day was
added as part of
the FYI program
to help new stu
dents gain a

better understanding of what it means
to be a scholar-servant. "FYI Service

Day participants really looked at their
service as more than just work and took
the opportunity to build personal con
nections with people and organizations
in the local community," commented
Matt Dougherty, coordinator of service
learning at Houghton. •

Indiana Wesleyan Has
Record Enrollment for 19th Straight Year

A record 13,917 students are enrolled

in Indiana Wesleyan University (IWU) for
fall semester classes. It is the 19th consec

utive year that IWU, now Indiana's largest
private college, has reported a record
enrollment. The 2006 numbers represent a
10 percent increase from last year's enroll
ment of 12,632 students.

Enrollment on the Marion campus
stands at 2,935—an increase of about 4

Oklahoma Wesleyan
Enrollment Exceeds

1,000
This fall the total enrollment at

Oklahoma Wesleyan University
(OWU) has reached and exceeded the
1,000 mark. The actual enrollment

count stands at 1,038. The numbers

also represent a 58 percent increase in
enrollment over the past 4 years. The

www.wesley8n.org

percent from a year ago. More students
are also living on campus, 2,330 this
year compared to 2,202 a year ago. A
310-bed residence hall and a new aca

demic building are under construction
to accommodate continuing enrollment
growth on IWU's Marion campus.
Both buildings will be complete in
time for 2007 classes.®

traditional campus program now stands
at 459. The university is tripling some
of its double occupancy rooms this fall
and they have purchased four houses
on the east side of Silver Lake Road to

accommodate the growth. In addition
to setting a record for enrollment,
OWU also benefited from a 50 percent
increase in applications for the fall
semester—with nearly 700 applications
received for new students®

Turn your
Intentions

into Reality!
wayne schmidt

Overcome the Need for Control and Learn

to Live with Strength and Integrity

BKBL48 $14.99 SALE $11.99
M031606008

In his new book. Power Plays,
author Wayne Schmidt illustrates
biblical principleson the stewardship
of power in five critical areas of
our lives—

• Self

• Marriage

• Family
• Workplace

• Church

After reading this book, be prepared
to see positive changes in your home,
family, workplace, church, and
ultimately, in yourself. People who
desire to live transformed lives will

benefit from reading this book, either
alone or within their small groups.

Sale price valid December 1, 2006
through January 31, 2007. WLWIN06

wesleyan
publishing
house
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Call Direct:
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Christ Wesleyan
IMorth American

Bible Bowl Winners

Bible Bowl quizzers from Christ
Wesleyan in Milton, Pennsylvania, con
tinued their undefeated streak by
winning the 2006 North American
WesleyanBible Bowl Championship.
The event held at Houghton College
hosted four teams. Representing the
Southern Area, Pinellas Park (Fla.)
Wesleyan Church returned for the fourth
year in a row. The Western Area team,
Brookings (S.D.) Wesleyan Church,
returned for the third straight year. Last
year's champion from the North Central
Area, College Wesleyan Church
(Marion, Ind.) returned to defend its
title. The Northeast Area champions,
Christ Wesleyan (Milton, Pa.), last
year's runners-up, also returned.

The intense but friendly competi
tion began on Friday night with

Brookings Wesleyan and Christ
Wesleyan winning. When the competi
tion ended Saturday afternoon,
undefeated Christ Wesleyan had placed
first. College Wesleyan second,
Brookings Wesleyan third, and Pinellas
Park fourth.

The top six quizzers for 2006 were
Jonathan Kessie, Pinellas Park; Aaron

Olson, Brookings; Brandon Clark,
College Wesleyan; Ryan Siebert,
Christ Wesleyan; J. C. Reich, Christ
Wesleyan; and Chad Clark, College
Wesleyan. •

to find your place in the world
start in a place that honors the search

where students and professors collaborate in service,
where learning goes deep scientists and musicians pray together,

idealism and realism meet and athletes study global economic competition
and disciplines intersect

where a medical victory in Malawi
begins with a microscope in Houghton, New York

where scholar-servants face the world

rvi with truth and hopt

Houghton J
College ahigher purpose

in mind

What is a

scholar-servant?

Start here: www.houghton.edu/
scholar-servant



Dr. Virgil Allen Mitchell
1914 - 2006

Virgil Allen Mitchell, friend of
God and friend to so many of us,
peacefully went to be with His Lord
just before 6:00 a.m. on October 21,
2006, at his home in Six Mile with

his family present. Dr. Mitchell had
been at home under the care of

Hospice of the Upstate for the past
two weeks.

He was bom April 21, 1914, in Six
Mile to Elbert Allen and Annie

Mozell Davis Mitchell. He is sur

vived by his wife of 69 years, Mary
Luck Parks Mitchell; daughters
Marilyn Hollingsworth and Martha
Funnell of Michigan; grandsons Alton
Allen (Annette) Hollingsworth and
Adrian Allen Funnell; brothers Joseph
Carlton Mitchell of Oklahoma and

Charles (Catherine) Mitchell; and sis
ters Edna Mitchell and Mary Ellen
(Elvin) Kelley, all of Simpsonville;
and many nieces and nephews. He
was preceded in death by his parents;
his son, Allen; brother. Franklin
Eugene; and sister, Vera Mitchell Peek.

Dr. Mitchell was raised on a farm in

Six Mile as a third-generation
Wesleyan Methodist and grandson of a
Wesleyan minister. He took his minis
terial training at what is now Southern
Wesleyan University, graduating with a
Bachelor of Theology degree in 1943.
He was married on March 24,1937, to

Mary Parks, his college sweetheart,
who was from a well-known Wesleyan
family in North Carolina. To their
union three children were bom: one

son, Allen, and two daughters, Marilyn
and Martha. The son, Allen, died a
tragic death in an automobile accident
in 1960 while a ministerial student in

Marion College.

Dr. Mitchell's pastoral work began
in 1937, and he was ordained to the

ministry in 1939. Twelve years were
spent in pastoral ministry in the South
Carolina District, and for three years

vvww.wesleyan.org

of that time, Rev. Mitchell also served

as a Bible and theology professor at
what is now Southem Wesleyan
University. In 1949, at the age of
thirty-five, he was elected as President
(district superintendent) of the South
Carolina Conference, providing signif
icant leadership for 8 years. In 1957,
he was elected by the General Board
of Administration of The Wesleyan
Methodist Church to serve as assistant

to the Home Missionary Secretary,
serving in that capacity until elected
to the top post of the renamed
department by the General Conference
in 1959. He was elected a General

Superintendent in 1963. Five
years later, he was elected General
Superintendent of the newly-merged
Church (The Wesleyan Church).
Dr. Mitchell gave another 16 years of
faithful service to the general Church
before retiring in 1984 at age 70 as a
General Superintendent Emeritus.

Upon his retirement from the gen
eral Church, having traveled the world,
he came back home to Six Mile, with
his beloved wife, Mary, to be near his

Obituaries
alma mater, Southem Wesleyan
University. There, in his retirement, he
became a special assistant to the presi
dent and the school's first chaplain.

At the time of his death. Dr.
Mitchell was General Superintendent
Emeritus of The Wesleyan Church,
District Superintendent Emeritus of the
South Carolina District, and Trustee

Emeritus of Southern Wesleyan
University. In May of this year, as a
part of the Centennial Celebration of
Southem Wesleyan University, he was
one of two persons upon whom the
honor ofAlumnus of the Century was
bestowed.

The funeral service for Dr. Virgil
Mitchell was held on Tuesday, October
24, 2006, at the First Wesleyan Church
in Central, S.C. Those participating in
the service were: Rev. Fred Andrews,

Central, First Pastor; Dr. Robert

Mclntyre, General Superintendent
Emeritus; Dr. David Spittal, President,
Southem Wesleyan University; Rev.
Buddy Rampey, S.C. District
Superintendent. The burial was in
Hillcrest Cemetery in Pickens, and the
graveside service was led by the
General Superintendents of The
Wesleyan Church: Dr. Earle Wilson,
Dr. Tom Armiger, and Dr. Jerry Pence.

More than 80 Wesleyan ministers
served as honorary pallbearers. The
church was packed with a throng of
worshipers who filled the sanctuary
with the strains of 0, For a Thousand

Tongues to Sing and Majestic
Sweetness. Nephew Stephen Storey
and niece Starr Storey Cromer were
the musicians. Those attending were
testimony to the wide-ranging and
multi-generational impact of Dr.
Mitchell's life and ministry: longtime
friends and college students, youth
pastors to General Superintendents,
community members, and university
faculty and stalf. Five District
Superintendents from the Southern
Area were present as well as General
Board of Administration members and

retired General Officials.
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Obituaries
Bateman, Rev. George Rebert
"G. R." (98)

Rev. George Rebert "G.R." Bateman
was a resident of Chesterfield, Indiana, at

the time of his death. He is survived by his
wife of 78 years.Marguerite (Showalter)
Bateman;two daughters; one daughter-in-
law; eight grandchildren; twelve
great-grandchildren; tuidseveralgreat-
great-grandchildren. He was preceded in
death by two sons; and one daughter. Rev.
Bateman was pastor to Wesleyan churches
in Twin Oaks, Jonesboro, English,
Lawrenceburg, and Anderson, Indiana. He
also served as an evangelist for over 60
years.He was a memberof Central
Wesleyan Church inAnderson.

Beeman, Sr., Rev. Maurice
William (66)

Rev. Maurice William Beeman, Sr.,

was a resident of New Castle, Delaware,

at the time of his death. He is survived by
his wife of 45 years, Constance H. (Clift)
Beeman; two daughters; two sons; and six
grandchildren. He was preceded in death
by one grandson. Rev. Beeman had served
as pastor of the Salem Wesleyan Church
in Salem, NJ. for 42 years. He officially
retiredas a ministerin New Jersey.
However, when needed, he would preach
at the Wesleyan Church of Newark,
Delaware, where he last attended.

Gookins, Rev. Floyd M. (89)

Rev. Floyd M. Gookins was a resi
dent of Harkers Island, N.C., at the

time of his death. He is survived by his
wife of 69 years, Bessie L. Gookins;
four daughters; four grandchildren;
five great-grandchildren; and two
great-great grandchildren. Rev.
Gookins was ordained by the Pilgrim
Holiness Church in 1943 and served

more than 60 years in Indiana, Oregon,
and Florida. He served on the Florida

District Board of Administration and

the District Building Committee.

Green, Harlen S. "Bud" (98)

Harlen S. "Bud" Green was a resi

dent of Grand Blanc, Michigan, at the
time of his death. Mr. Green is survived

by one daughter; five sons; 19 grand
children; and 16 great-grandchildren.
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Hewas preceded in death by his wife of
63 years, Anne (Miller) Green; and
great-grandson Zachary. "Bud" was a
faithful member of the Flint First

Wesleyan Church where he served
many years as a board member and
trustee.

Keller, Rev. Harold E. (83)

Rev. Harold E. Keller was a resi

dent of Superior, Wisconsin, at the
time of his death. He was preceded in
death by his wife, Clara Piper, whom
he married in 1945. He is survived by
one son; one daughter; eight grandchil
dren; and eleven great-grandchildren.
During his ministry Rev. Keller served
The Wesleyan Church as pastor of
Darrow Road Wesleyan Church, and
Gull Lake Wesleyan Church.

Marshall, Helen (83)

Helen Marshall was a resident of

Center Hill, Florida, at the time of her

death. She was preceded in death by her
husband, former East Michigan District
Superintendent, Clyde Marshall. She is
survived by her one daughter; one son;
five grandchildren; and four great
grandchildren. Helen was a devoted
helpmate to her husband in his ministry.

McNurlin, Rev. Francis Marion
"Jack"(95)

Rev. Francis Marion "Jack"

McNurlin, was a resident of Hitchins,

Kentucky, at the time of his death. He
was preceded in death by his wife,
Harriet Fitch McNurlin. He is survived

by one daughter and one grandchild. He
was ordained by The Wesleyan Church
in 1954 and served as pastor for 36 years
at Hitchins Wesleyan Church. He also
served on the Kentucky District Board of
Administration. Rev. McNurlin was

awarded a 40 year medallion from The
Wesleyan Church World Headquarters
for his years of service. He was also
honored with a street marker at the

Maysville Wesleyan Camp.

Salley, Rev. William S. (82)

Rev. William S. Salley was a resi
dent of Dayton, Ohio, at the time of
his death. He was preceded in death

by his infant daughter, Sherri Lynn.
He is survived by his wife of 65 years.
Donna (Shoemaker) Salley; four
daughters; four sons; 15 grandchil
dren; and three great grandchildren.
Rev. Salley pastored churches in
Dayton, Williamsport, and Bradford,
Ohio at the Pilgrim Holiness and
Wesleyan Churches. He also served as
an evangelist from 1984-1991.

Titus, Walter F. (82)

Walter F. Titus was a resident of

Brooksville, Florida, at the time of his
death. Mr. Titus is survived by his
wife,Annis Jean; two sons; one

daughter; seven grandchildren; and
nine great-grandchildren. Mr. Titus
lived in Spring Hill, Florida, for 21
years, where he served Spring Hill
Wesleyan Church as music leader and
member of the local church board.

IMotices
Adcocks Celebrate

60th Anniversary

Rev. and Mrs. Harold Adcock cele

brated their 60th wedding anniversary on
December 22,2006. Rev. Adcock gradu
ated from Central Wesleyan College,
(Southern Wesleyan University), and was
ordained in 1955. The Adcocks have

served the North Carolina West District in

many capacities for more than 53 years.
They are membersof Kannapolis First
Wesleyan Church. Thoughofficially
retired. Rev.Adcock enjoys pulpit supply
and Mrs. Adcock teaches an adult Sunday
school class in Kannapolis. Harold and
Cleo had one daughter, Nancy, who went
home to heaven in 2002.

Slyes Celebrate 50 Years

Rev. and Mrs. James Slye celebrated
50 years of marriage on August 25,
2006. They spent 40 years of ministry
in the Iowa-Minnesota District of The

Wesleyan Church. Ironically, their first
Sunday in each of the three churches
they pastored was on their wedding
anniversary. Rev. & Mrs. Slye have four
married children and eleven grandchil
dren. They reside in Emily, Minnesota.
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