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Biblical Worship: Revelation and Response in Four Movements 

Course Description 

This course examines the biblical, historical, and theological foundations of Christian worship 

and rituals in order for each student to derive a practice of worship, which is culturally relevant 

yet rooted in the rich tradition of the ages.  This course will contain discussions concerning the 

biblical revelation of worship, as well as engagement in the actual leading of worship’s liturgical 

practices. 

 

Course Outline 
In this course, students will learn to design services of corporate worship appropriate for their 

context. Attention will be given to the four large “movements” of worship (Gathering, Word, 

Response, Sending) which comprise an understanding of the dynamics of revelation and 

response as a conversation between God and the gathered community. Also, since leading 

worship is a presentational skill, students will formulate certain liturgical elements and be 

involved in leading those elements in an on-site practicum. 

• Session 1: Understanding Worship as Revelation and Response in Four Movements 

• Session 2: Content, Structure, and Style of Christian worship —Part 1 

• Session 3: Building the Four Movement Structure of Worship—Part 2 

• Session 4: Understanding Worship as Word and Table 

• Session 5: Nurturing Engagement and Participation 

Course Objectives 

Upon completion of all assignments, students should be able to: 

1. Understand the fundamental biblical, historical, and theological principles of worship 

developed through twenty centuries of Christian practice. 

2. Think critically upon present practice in light of these fundamental principles. 

3. Design worship orders that are faithful to biblical principles and relevant to 21
st
 century 

worshipers. 

4. Relate historical practices to present day practices. 

5. Relate worship theology and practice to becoming an effective pastor. 

Course Structure 

Students will be meeting in a two-day format with include both pre-class assignments and post 

class assignments.  The two-day format will be divided in such a way that students will engage in 

dialogue and discussion in five different sessions that will focus on the different aspects of 

worship that is designed as revelation and response. 

Course Materials (The book by Webber is available on Amazon.com) 

Webber, Robert (1998).  Planning Blended Worship:  The Creative Mixture of Old and New.  

Nashville, TN:  Abingdon Press. 

A hymnal from the student’s present context of worship.  If no hymnal exists, then a list of the 

cannon of music from which the church draws upon for their worship songs.  This list 

must include the texts of the songs. 
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Course Schedule 

Pre-class Assignments: 

 

1. Read the entire book by Webber – Planning Blended Worship: The Creative Mixture of 

Old and New.  

a. Answer the Guide to Determining Your Worship Profile found on pages 31-34 

of the Introduction. 

 

b. Write reflectively on at least three worship concepts from Webber’s book that 

you believe have the most promise for helping to improve worship in your 

setting.  

 

c. Keep 4 separate orders of worship used in your congregation and bring them 

with you to class.  If you do not make a bulletin or make an order of worship in 

your church, then write down what you do on a regular basis for 4 straight 

Sundays in relationship to an “order of worship.” 

 

2. Read the following passages from the Scriptures and identify the revelation/response 

actions, as well as the fourfold pattern talked about by Webber: 

a. Exodus 3:1-12 

b. Luke 1:26-38 

c. Luke 24:13-35 

d. Acts 10:9-28  

e. Mark 6:32-46 

 

All of the pre-class assignments (#1 & #2 above) need to be placed within 1 APA formatted 

paper.  The paper length should be sufficient to represent a thorough engagement with the 

textbook and examination of the scriptures. 

 

The above assignments (1&2) will be due at the beginning of our first class session. 

 

In-Class Assignments: 

1. Students will engage in an examination of the biblical and theological foundation for 

worship. 

2. Students will engage in reflection concerning the development of worship through a brief 

survey of different historical liturgies and especially upon the development of the 

Wesleyan church liturgy of worship. 

3. Students will examine and identify the purpose of worship’s music and its placement 

within the overall order of a worship’s liturgy.  In this exercise, students will examine the 

canon of music that their present context utilizes. 

4. Students will engage in an examination of Wesley’s sacramental practices and discuss 

Wesley’s sermon “The Duty of Constant Communion.”  Likewise, students will examine 

the theology of baptism in the Wesleyan perspective. 
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After Class Assignment 

 

1. Students will take 3 vocabulary quizzes on worship terminology introduced in the class. 

 

2. Students will write a 6-page paper on a significant topic of worship discussed in class.  

The professor will provide a list of topics to choose from during class.  Additionally, 

professor will provide a paper template that conforms to APA writing. 

Course Assessment 

 

Official Grading Scale 

 

The final course grade will depend on the total number of points earned.  Here is how the points 

break down in terms of letter grades.   

 

Grade          Percent               

A 95 to 100 

A- 92 to 94.9 

B+ 89 to 91.9 

B 85 to 88.9 

B- 82 to 84.9 

C+ 79 to 81.9 

C 75 to 78.9 

C- 72 to 74.9 

D+ 69 to 71.9 

D 65 to 68.9 

F 0 to 64.9 

 

A Clearly stands out as excellent performance.  Anticipates well and writes logically & 

clearly.  Anticipates steps in the progression of ideas. 

B Demonstrates a solid comprehension of the subject.  An active listener and 

participant, the student communicates well orally and in writing. 

C Quality and quantity in and out of class is average.  Requirements are addressed 

minimally. 

D Quality and quantity of work is below average.  Assignments may be missing or 

unsatisfactory. 

F Quality and quantity of work is unacceptable for an undergraduate student, and does 

not qualify the student to progress to a more advanced level of work. 
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Class Rubric for Assignments 
 

 

Worship: Revelation and Response in Four Movements

Assignments Points Possible

Pre-Class Reading and Reflection Paper 400

In Class Participation 280

Vocabulary Quiz 1 40

Vocabulary Quiz 2 40

Vocabulary Quiz 3 40

Paper 200

Total 1000

Letter Grade

Paper Rubric

Length Requirement 30

Use of Scripture 30

Research is Thorough 30

Crtical Thinking  connected to Resources 30

Conclusion is Logical 30

Grammar 15

Sentence Structure 10

Style (Title page, 12 point font, page numbers) 10

Citations 7.5

References 7.5

Total for Paper 200


