
Blooming Where They Are Planted 
F rankfort Wesleyan 

Church is a lovely 
stone building with beauti-
ful stained glass windows. 
It is located in what was 
once a thriving middle 
class community. As years 
went by, the middle class 
moved to the suburbs, and 
the church was left behind 
in an area that was rapidly 
ravished by the effects of 
poverty and crime. 

When Rev. Steve and 
Kathy Willingham accepted 
this pastorate in Kentucky’s 
Capital City six years ago, 
they were faced with grim 
realities. Their first Sunday 
as pastor, there were only 
five others in attendance. 
The church had no kids or 
teens and few connections. 
There were financial pres-
sures, serious needs in the 
church facilities, and the 
entire neighborhood was 
bleak and depressing.  

Signs of poverty were 
everywhere, condemned 
homes surrounding the 
church and parsonage 
were boarded up and in an 
effort to stave off vandal-
ism the church had erected 
NO PARKING signs around 
the property. One of Pastor 
Steve’s first directives to 
the congregation was 
“Please do not invite your 
friends to church.” While 

this may seem like a very 
unusual request from a 
pastor, Steve had a reason. 
He knew the local church 
attendees really needed to 
experience some personal 
growth, development, and 
mind shifts before they 
could adequately reach 
those around them.  

For the next few months 
they studied Eight Aspects 
of a Healthy Church, and in 
August 2011 they kicked off 
a new season of ministry 
with a Friend Day. While 
the day itself did not break 
any records for attendance, 
the attitudes and outlook 
of the church had changed 
drastically enough that 
Pastor Steve knew they had 
turned a corner. 

Pastor Steve and Kathy 
worked hard to lead the 
church from a mentality of 
isolating themselves from 
their surrounding world, to 

recognizing their calling to 
make the church the center 
of the community — minis-
tering and leading the way 
in seeing total community 
transformation take place. 
The NO PARKING signs 
came down and a basket-
ball goal was put up in the 
church parking lot in their 
place. People hang out on 
the church property all the 
time now. Usually they are 
people that Pastor Steve 
knows. He has invested 
much time learning the 
needs of the community, 
getting to know the people 
that live around the church, 
and intentionally involving 
himself in their lives. He 
has spent hours playing 
softball at the local park, 
sledding with the kids on 
snow days, hosting activi-
ties and events in the 
church parking lot, and 
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connecting with the kids, 
youth, and families he desires 
to reach with the hope and 
holiness of Jesus Christ.  

This effort has required 
dedication and sacrifice — the 
Willinghams live and work 
nearly an hour away! Progress 
has been slow but quality 
ministry is taking place. The 
church hosts services and 
activities specifically geared to 
kids and teens on Sunday and 
Tuesday evenings. They are 
currently ministering to 25 
kids that all live within a 2 
block radius of the church.  

The neighborhood is quite 
transient which causes frus-
tration when trying to provide 
solid discipling ministry. How-
ever, this has enabled them to 
touch the lives of more than 
50 different children through 

the last few years. Some of 
the youth have been a part of 
District Retreats and Camps. 
The church seeks to provide a 
holistic ministry – meeting 
physical and practical needs 
as well as ministering to the 
spiritual concerns that are so 
evident. They have done this 
in simple ways like providing 
healthy snacks and meals for 
the kids instead of the junk 
food they are used to and 
giving away clothing and oth-
er basic supplies. They have 
seen this happen in much 
bigger ways as well – hosting 
a “block party” type event 
where the local policemen 
and neighborhood families 
could enjoy a cookout, games 
and activities and get to know 
one another – building trust 
and cooperation.  

When Pastor Steve is asked 
why they choose to bloom 
where they are planted in-
stead of moving to a better 
area or easier position, he 
cites the extreme needs of the 
community that will not be 
met if Frankfort Wesleyan no 
longer exists in that location. 
While the neighborhood is 
bookended by two large 
churches, neither one is doing 
anything to impact and meet 
the practical and spiritual 
needs of the forgotten com-
munity in between. Active 
drug houses surround them. 
Kids and teens are growing up 
in completely dysfunctional 
homes without knowing any-
thing about a Savior who 
loves them and offers a better 
way. Frankfort Wesleyan 
Church is blooming where it is 

— From Page 1 — 

S everal months ago our 
family stopped to visit a 

former parishioner, Marjorie 
Zimmerman and wish her a 
happy 88th Birthday.  

When we first started pas-
toring Wellman Wesleyan 
in Louisville KY Marj Z. 
was the Greeter, Sunday 
School Superintendent, 
and Attendance Clerk. 
She was faithful in at-
tendance at every service 
— usually one of the first 
to arrive — and never 
missed a board meeting. 

As the years went by she 
gradually started shedding 
some of her leadership re-
sponsibilities. While I enjoyed 
teasing her about being a 
“quitter” I understood her 

need to step back from the 
active ministry she had been 
involved in for so many years.  

As we visited with her re-
cently, I was struck with the 
fact that while her ministry 

roles have changed out of 
necessity due to age and 
health, she is still a vital and 
active part of her church. She 
is still supporting her pastor 
with her love and prayers. 
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planted because opportuni-
ties for ministry abound! 

Pastor Steve sees hope on 
the horizon. More working 
class families are starting to 
buy homes and move into the 
community (where else can 
you buy a home for less than 
$10K?) They are fixing up their 
homes and wanting to see the 
neighborhood improve and 
thrive again. They are meeting 
Pastor Willingham and seeing 
Frankfort Wesleyan Church as 
an entity that is serving on the 
front lines offering practical, 
physical, and spiritual trans-
formation. The network of 
lives they are touching and 
people to whom they are min-
istering is increasing. Steve’s 
vision is to see the individuals 
around the church converted 
and completely made new. 

Pastor Steve knows that lives 
that are truly transformed will 
lead to a community that is 
truly transformed. FWC is 
working, praying and minis-
tering to see this happen.  

They still have a long way 
to go. The reality is they strug-
gle in many areas. They are 
still small and all their visions 
for being the church God 
wants them to be have not 
been realized yet. They still 
have many challenges that 
need to be met. As they are 
providing the “boots on the 
ground” ministry in this needy 
place, would you please pray 
that God would help them in 
this vital work they are doing? 
Pray about how He can use 
you to help them reach the 
needy around them. This is a 
mission field in the backyard 

of our District! Prayer support 
is crucial, financial support is 
appreciated, notes and calls 
of encouragement and short 
term ministry teams are all 
ways God could use you and 
your church to be a part of 
this ministry – blooming 
where God has planted them! 

As a District we celebrate 
what has been accomplished 
so far, how God is currently 
using FWC, and we look to the 
future with expectation and 
hope that brighter and better 
days for this church and 
neighborhood are coming as 
God makes new lives, a new 
church, and an entirely new 
community in Frankfort KY!  

Pastor Steve Willingham 
EMAIL SteveRWill@aol.com 

FB facebook.com/
FrankfortWesleyanChurch 

We are taking an old storage room 
in our basement and converting it 
into a Games Room for our youth. 
A full-size air hockey game has 
already been donated, and we are 
hoping for more fun things.  The 
students are so excited about their 
new space and working hard to get 
it ready to use. It is so neat to see 
them enthused and working 
together on this project.  

— Pastor Steve Willingham 

On April 30 we had Lay Leader Appreciation Day. Pastors 
have their day in the fall, but we wanted to honor our lay 
leaders.  David and Minnie Pike were presented with a 
card and gift certificates as they were honored in front of 
the church.  They were very surprised.  Between the two of 
them they do the vast majority of the work in our small 
congregation.  They are so faithful to attend and lend 
their support to the pastor.  It is people like them who are 
the true back-bone of the church as pastors come and 
go.  We salute you, David and Minnie, for your hard work 
for the Kingdom of God. — Pastor Steve Willingham 
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R ev Orville and Nena Mann 
have accepted a four year 

recall vote of Mount Tabor 
Wesleyan Church in Bedford 
KY. The Manns have pastored 
Mt. Tabor for 24 years and are 
looking forward to four more 
years of ministry. 

R ev James and Cora Lay 
(Pikeville KY), Rev. Anton 

and Amanda Folz (FOCUS, 
Georgetown KY) Rev. Steve 
and Darla Johns (Wellman, 
Louisville KY) and Rev. Mark 
and Jennifer Hatfield (Hope 
Wesleyan, Beaver Dam KY) 
(pictured below) all received 
and accepted unanimous re-
call votes from their Local 
Church Conferences. Each of 
these pastoral couples were 
given strong reviews from 
their local boards, expressing 
gratitude for their ministry to 
this point and excitement and 
expectation regarding future 
ministry in the years ahead! 

R ev Ben and Sue Colburn 
have resigned after 12 

years of pastoral ministry at 
Milton Wesleyan Church in 
Milton KY. The Colburns will 
be moving to Bedford IN 
where they plan to be in-
volved in evangelistic ministry 
in word and song, as well as 
providing pulpit supply. Rev. 
and Mrs. Colburn also serve 
as District Treasurer and 
Bookkeeper respectively. 

R ev Ken and Faye Young 
will be retiring this Sum-

mer, concluding 25 years of 
pastoral ministry at Christ 
Community Church in McEw-
en TN. The Youngs were in-
strumental in 2 major building 
projects during their time at 
Christ Community and have 
been used of God in many 
ways on both the local and 
District level. Rev. Young 
serves as one of our Assistant 
District Superintendents. 

Pastoral Highlights 

Ready to Reap Abundant Harvest 

ShepherdŁtheŁflockŁofŁGod 
1 Peter 5:2 
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R ev Gene and Heather 
Swartz (Ashland Heights) 

are rejoicing in the completed 
adoption of their daughter 
Annabelle Lynn Swartz. God 
has worked in this situation to 
make this a reality, and we 
praise Him for what He has 
done. Annabelle’s grandpar-
ents, former KY-TN DS Marlin 
and Darla Hotle and “Adopted 
Grandparents” Pastor Allen 
and Wilma Wells (Olive Hill 
Wesleyan) were among the 17 
family members that gath-
ered at the courthouse to 
share this special and mo-
mentous day with Gene, 
Heather, and Annabelle. 

R ev I. C. Jr. and Norma 
Gardner retire in June. 

The Gardners served as pas-
tors in our District  for over 40 
years. They ministered for 30+ 
years in two different tenures 
at Morristown TN, building a 
new church and providing 
stabilizing leadership enabling 
the church to move forward 
with new pastoral ministry.  

R ev Steve and Gaye Sande-
fur accepted the unani-

mous call to serve as pastor 
of Kingswood Wesleyan 
Church. They have provided 
Interim ministry at Kingswood 
for the last 18 months and are 
excited to be serving in this 
expanded capacity. God has 
already been using them to 
lead the church Onward and 
Upward for Him! The Sande-
furs previously pastored First 
Wesleyan Church in Lexington 
and Somerset Wesleyan. 

R ev David and Tiffany Dorn 
have accepted the strong 

call of the Morristown Wesley-
an Church to serve as pastor. 
The Dorns are transferring 
from the Church of The Naza-
rene, where they have served 
as Senior Pastor in Albany KY 
and Assistant Pastor in Lex-
ington KY. Rev. Dorn has been 
a frequent evangelist in years 
past for District Revivals and 
Youth Camps. We welcome 
the Dorns and their three chil-
dren to our District family. 

A t the unanimous request 
of the LBA, Pastor Jeremy 

and Ashley Traylor have been 
reappointed Interim Pastor of 
Westwood Wesleyan Church 
in Ashland KY for a second 
year. God has really used the 
Traylors this past year.  They 
join with the church in excite-
ment over future ministry. 
 

And he gave some, apostles; and some, 

prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 

pastors and teachers; For the perfecting 

of the saints, for the work of the ministry, 

for the edifying of the body of Christ 

EphesiansŁ4:11-12 
 

R ev David and Hollis Wil-
cox received a unanimous 

reaffirmation of their extend-
ed call as pastor of Willard 
Wesleyan Church. They began 
their ministry in Willard in 
1973. The local board ex-
pressed sincere appreciation 
for the Wilcox’s ministry to 
this point and look forward to 
even greater days ahead! 
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O n Saturday, April 1, about 
250 Wesleyans from the 

KY-TN District gathered in 
Lexington for the first ever 
Spring Training for Excellent 
Ministry (STEM) Day. There 
was representation from 
about 70% of our District 
churches! 

STEM was offered as an 
opportunity for District pas-
tors and lay leaders to receive 
practical training that would 
further equip them in the im-
portant roles in which they 
serve. Topics covered Out-
reach and Evangelism, 
Youth, Kids and Worship 
Ministry, Building Effective 
Ministry Teams, Missions 
Ministry, Effectively Using 
Media and Technology, 
Discipleship, Developing 
Local Connections and 
Partnerships, Providing A 
Quality Local Church Expe-
rience and Local Lay Lead-
ership. The sessions were 
taught by District Pastors 
and Lay Leaders with ex-
perience in the particular 
field in which they were 
sharing.  

The District provided a deli-
cious (and free!) lunch for all 
attendees catered by Ann 
Carroll of the Garvin Ridge 
Wesleyan Church. After lunch, 
FOCUS Wesleyan Worship 
Team led an uplifting time of 
worship, Assistant DS John 
Vaughan presented a stirring 
challenge for each of us to 
step up and fulfill our roles as 
Christ builds His Church.  

Dr. Barclay Brown, District 
Ordained Minister and IWU 
Professor led as we partook 

of communion together, 
served by Maysville Camp 
President Johnny Haynes and 
Cumberland Grove Camp Vice
-President Rob Lower. Well-
man Wesleyan Children’s Min-
istry Director Michelle Morrow 
provided a beautiful song “In 
Remembrance of Me.” 

District Superintendent 
Aaron Sherman coordinated 
the event with the assistance 
of Office Admin Tim Linick. DS 
Sherman was thrilled with the 

participation and response. 
District Board Members who 
were in attendance were very 
pleased as well and felt it was 
a good investment in future 
ministry in the District. One 
even commented that it 
should be a mandatory event 
for all pastors and Ministerial 
Students — there was so 
much practical training pro-
vided it would be impacting 
and profitable for all!   

Amanda Crawhorn, one of 
the lay attendees from Con-

cord Wesleyan Church in 
Jamestown KY stated: “The KY-
TN District put together an 
awesome conference and has 
equipped us with so many 
resources, ideas and inspira-
tion that it’s difficult to know 
where to start. But one thing 
is for certain, the blessing was 
immense and we pray that 
blessing spills out to the com-
munity and everyone around 
us!”  

Survey responses turned in 
after the event highlight-
ed the perceived value by 
attendees and gave some 
very helpful suggestions 
for STEM days in future 
years. While each church 
and attendee was appre-
ciated, special recognition 
was given to the church 
that came the farthest, 
Gordon Lake Wesleyan, 
LaFayette GA (9 people 
traveled around 5 hours 
to attend) and the church 
with the largest group in 
attendance – FOCUS Wes-
leyan of Georgetown with 
17 participants. These 
two churches were given 

a gift card for a complimen-
tary ice cream party at Dairy 
Queen.  

An event that provides 
practical training for local 
church leaders is valuable. An 
event that provides opportu-
nities for networking, fellow-
ship and building District uni-
ty and camaraderie is also 
valuable. We thank God that 
He helped STEM to succeed in 
both of these areas and look 
forward to similar opportuni-
ties in the future! 

 

STEM Day Blossoms Into Huge Success 
District Training Event 
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STEM Notes and Resources Available At 
www.kytnwesleyan.com 
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G ordon Lake Wesleyan 
celebrated Membership 

Sunday on April 2.  They wel-
comed 11 new members to 
the GLWC family. Complete 
with fellowship, cake, and a 
few balloons, Membership 
Sunday was a wonderful day 
of celebration and glorifying 
God for the commitments 
these individuals made to 
God, our church, and The 
Wesleyan Denomination.  

Pastor Ashley Mew reports, 
“We are excited to do ministry 
and life together as the body 
of Christ, as we Love, Serve, 
and Grow. God is so good!”  

Gordon Lake and Glasgow 
are gathering supplies for 
Hephzibah’s Camp Pathway! 

G lasgow Wesleyan broke 
their record attendance 

of 272 when 383 people at-
tended their Easter Drama 
and Easter Egg Hunt on Wed, 
April 12!  The church was 
packed, and 140 returned for 
Easter Sunday morning wor-
ship, up from 87 last year.  

On May 10, at their last 
IGNITE Student Ministries ser-
vice before the summer, they 
had 20 kids and youth pray to 
receive Christ following the 
Butterfly Effect message!   

The following week, with 
Pastor Tim out of town the 
night of their end of school 
cookout, they had 80 total 
students show up! 

Over the summer they are 
taking 23 students through a 
GROW Discipleship Class for 
tweens and teens preparing 
for student membership!  

A shland Heights Pastor 
Gene Swartz is rejoicing 

that at three different times 
during their Easter Sunday 
morning service individuals 
sought the Lord at an altar of 
prayer and prayed through to 
Victory. God’s presence was 
so very real in the service, and 
there was much rejoicing and 
praise in that place! 

O asis de Amor (Nashville) 
celebrated Easter with 4 

baptisms on Easter Sunday!  

I nterim Pastor Jeremy and 
Ashley Traylor are thankful 

for 10 children who are now a 
part of their new midweek 
Wesleyan AWANA kids pro-
gram at Westwood Wesleyan. 

F WC Clinton had several 
services lately with people 

lining the altar, seeking God’s 
presence, help, restoration 
and ministry in their lives. 
Sunday night Small Groups 
are thriving with 50+ meeting 
in four different groups. 

Noteworthy News 

Exciting Events — Lives Made New 
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Online Registration For All Kid

www.kytnwe
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Kids Camps and Youth Camps! 

wesleyan.com 
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O ur first District Missions 
Trip is scheduled to take 

place June 8-15, 2017. A group 
of KY-TN Wesleyans led by 
World Hope personnel and 
District Coordinators Cody 
and Ciarra Killingsworth will 
travel to the island of Haiti to 
assist Wesleyan churches in 
Kids Ministry. Please be in 
prayer for safety for those 
making this trip. Pray also that 
this will be a time of blessing 
to those providing the minis-
try and those to whom they 
are ministering! 

I n July, Somerset Wesleyan 
Church is planning to take 

their Youth Group on a week-
long Missions and Ministry 
Trip to a Native American Res-
ervation in South Dakota. Pas-
tor Joy and Phil Shearer and 
Spiritual Formation Director 
Princess Wilson are excited 
about this opportunity to see 
the young people they minis-
ter to on a regular basis, min-
istering in turn to others of a 
different culture. The Somer-
set church has done a lot of 
fundraising to make this 
dream a reality. As a District 
we applaud their vision and 
initiative and are excited to 
see how God is going to use 
and bless them as they serve 
in this way.  

I n our Winter 2017 issue of 
ONWARD&UPWARD, we 

introduced you to Linda 
Griffith, a lay leader from  
FOCUS Wesleyan Church of 
Georgetown KY. Linda has led 

many Missions trips down 
through the years and serves 
on our District Global Part-
ners Committee. She is plan-
ning an investigative trip to 
Malawi, Rwanda and Uganda 
January 10-23, 2018 
(tentative).  The trip will have 
several purposes:  
~Visit an orphanage in Malawi 
~Visit a pastor and churches 
in Rwanda seeking to connect 
with The Wesleyan Church  
~Be in Uganda for the Nation-
al Conference that will estab-
lish the Ugandan Church as a 
standing conference of The 
Wesleyan Church.  This is a 
momentous occasion for 
them, and exciting for our 
District as well! Some of our 
local lay leaders and ministers 
have played a part in seeing 
this come to pass. 

The cost for this trip will be 
$3000 per person, which will 
cover all travel, meals and 
accommodations. This is a 
great opportunity for anyone 
interested in African missions. 
Those participating in the trip 
will get to see firsthand possi-
ble new places of ministry and 
impact (Rwanda) as well as 
places where the ministry and 
investment of local churches, 
laity and pastors in America 
has already made a huge im-
pact, resulting in a new con-
ference in the Wesleyan 
Church (Uganda). If you are 
interested, contact Linda 
Griffith.  She will provide you 
with further information. 

— Linda Griffith 
MOBILE 502-542-7684 

EMAIL logriffith@juno.com 
WEB focusonuganda.org 

O ne of the many blessings 
of being part of a District 

and Denomination is being 
able to connect needs with 
resources. There are churches 
across our District that could 
use help in various areas — 
facility/building renovation, 
ministry opportunities where 
human and financial re-
sources are needed to reach 
out and minister in new and 
effective ways, and perhaps 
other areas of need as well. 

We have talented individu-
als and local churches with 
resources that are willing to 
assist. We want to facilitate 
matching needs with those 
who can help. You can help us 
do this by responding in one 
of the following ways: 
1. If your church needs assis-
tance in practical (building 
repairs, improvements, up-
grades) or spiritual (VBS 
Team, Revival Team, Outreach 
Team, etc.) ways, please con-
tact the District Office with 
your request (Pastors or 
church leaders ONLY please!) 
2. If you have volunteer labor-
ers, talented lay leaders, or 
resources of another kind 
AND you are willing to share 
with another church as a 
short term ministry project, 
please contact the District 
Office to share your ability.  

In the months and years 
ahead, we will seek to pair 
needs with deeds and see our 
District churches keep moving 
Onward & Upward for Him! 

 

Across the Street or Around the World 
Local and Global Missions 
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O ur District Churches have 
sponsored a Philippine 

Village the last two years with 
the Cup of Cold Water Cam-
paign through World Hope, 
the relief arm of the Wesleyan 
Church. In December 2017, 
World Hope will be leading a 
team from our District to visit 
the village we have sponsored 

and provide hands on minis-
try to them.  

If you are interested in be-
ing a part of this team, travel-
ing to visit the remote village 
we have adopted, please con-
tact District Missions Team 
Coordinators Cody and Ciarra 
Killingsworth. They can pro-
vide more information.  

In the months ahead we 
look forward to hearing many 
testimonies of praise about 
God blessing those that are 
ministering and those who 
are receiving the ministry. 
Onward & Upward together! 

— Cody Killingsworth 
MOBILE 601-320-2865 

EMAIL kilroy354@gmail.com 
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Cup of  

O ne year ago, Wesleyan 
Christian Center located 

in Owensboro KY started an 
initiative where every dollar 
bill that was put in their offer-
ing is used for outreach and 
ministry in the community. 
God has blessed their efforts 
and they’ve collected and do-
nated over 1000 dollar bills 
this past year. One of the 
ways they have ministered is 
by purchasing an adult 
stroller for a young lady that 
suffers from Spina Bifida. This 
outreach minded and caring 
congregation presented the 
gift during a special service. 

S omerset Wesleyan is now 
rejoicing in the purchase 

of a new church van. They 
regularly use the van to 
transport kids, teens, and 
even a few adults to services 
on Wednesday and Sunday. 
This recent photo shows van 
drivers Phil Shearer and Cecil 
Jacobs in front of the new van, 
with some of their regular 
passengers. 

F irst Wesleyan Church of 
Nashville reports increas-

ing attendance at worship 
services, Bible studies, and 
youth/kids events. They are 
also celebrating new converts, 

baptisms, and new members. 
Pastor Veronne and Vonetta 
Carter have provided quality 
ministry here for the last two 
and a half years, and they are 
excited to see tangible results. 
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W e have offered six 
Educational Advance-

ment Classes for our Dis-
trict Ministerial Students 
this past District year. 
These times of learning and 
fellowship are always a 
blessing to our Ministerial 
Students. We have heard 
many testimonies of God 
growing and shaping our 
future leaders in these 
classroom sessions. We are 
grateful for each professor 
who served the Lord and 
our District this past year: 
Dr. Barclay Brown, Dr. Da-
vid Durst, Rev. John Fowler 
and Rev. Glenn Black. 

F aith Community Church in 
Chattanooga recently 

started an outreach at The 
Lantern, a local Alzheimer's 
facility. They minister there 
once a month with around 25 
residents regularly joining 
them for the service. They 
continue to meet with the 
residents of Morning Pointe 
Assisted Living for Bible Study 
every Wednesday Night. God 
has been blessing their ex-
panded ministries. 

G race Chapel Wesleyan 
Church has started a mid-

week Youth Group. God has 
blessed them with over 20 
teens that attend and partici-
pate in the gathering. They 
are hoping to be able to take 
them to District Youth Camp 
this year and are excited to 
see how God is using this new 
ministry to impact lives. 

C oncord Wesleyan Church 
(Jamestown KY) has had 2 

new families become part of 
their church in the last few 
months and have taken in 3 
new members. A baptism is 

planned, attendance is grow-
ing, and Pastor Ronnie and 
Pat Hamilton are excited 
about what God is doing in 
their midst. One attendee 
custom-made a beautiful en-
trance carpet for the portico. 

G od has been blessing the 
many new outreach min-

istries that Pastor James and 
Cora Lay have initiated at 
Pikeville Wesleyan Church. 
Lives are being touched, peo-
ple are being saved, and new 
converts are being discipled 
and baptized.  

F our Regional DS/Pastor 
Meetings were held across 

the District in the month of 
March. DS Sherman present-
ed recent denominational 
membership changes to pas-
tors, with ideas and sugges-
tions for implementation on 
the local level. It was exciting 
to hear stories of how God is 
working and moving in 
churches across our District, 
and a blessing for pastors to 
pray one for another. There 
was great participation and 
attendance overall. 

 

More Updates Around the District 
Noteworthy News 

Worship class students with Dr. Barclay Brown in the Retreat Center 
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D istrict Supt. Sherman 
recently presented Nehe-

miah Awards for Excellence In 
Lay Ministry to the following:  
~ Jim Plummer of Falmouth 
Wesleyan Church. Jim’s pas-
tor Rev. Nick Errico shared 
some reasons why he had 
nominated Jim and paid trib-
ute to the blessing he has 
been at the church and to him 
personally as pastor. Jim is an 
active layman - calling, invit-
ing, and sharing the love of 
Christ in the community. The 
congregation gave him a rous-
ing round of applause in ap-
preciation for his service to 
the church. Jim and his wife 
Ruby have both been bat-
tling cancer, but still have 
praise for the Lord and 
testimonies of faith and 
perseverance. 
~ Maedell Short of Trinity 
Wesleyan Church, Eliza-
bethtown KY. Maedell’s 
family surprised her by at-
tending this special service in 
her honor and her Pastor, Tim 
Burge, presented her with a 
dozen roses and shared the 
blessing and inspiration she 
has been to him. Even though 
she is over 90 years old and 
often in great pain, Maedell 
faithfully attends services, 
prays for her pastor and 
church, and is a blessing and 
encouragement to everyone 
around her. Her long life of 
lay ministry is a testimony of 

her dedication to her Lord 
and her church. 

G arvin Ridge Wesleyan is 
rejoicing in new converts 

and baptisms recently. The 
converts have given beautiful 
and exciting testimonies of 
God transforming their lives 
and been presented with Bi-

bles to guide them in their 
new walk of faith. 

P astor Jonathan Rogers at 
Salem Ridge Wesleyan 

Church in Brooksville KY is 
rejoicing in new ones attend-

ing, new ones being saved, 
amazing ministry opportuni-
ties, and many new doors 
exploding open before them. 
They have a new sign that 
captures the ministry they are 
wanting God to do – diverse 
people with diverse needs all 
experiencing the same trans-
forming fire of God’s Presence 
falling on them and making all 

things new. They are excited 
to see the great things God is 
going to do in their midst in 
the future. 

P astor Ted and Emily 
Stepp have been leading 

Monterey Wesleyan Church in 
finding new ways to reach out 
to the community. One of the 
latest things they have tried is 
signing up with a national 
service to receive updates on 
new families moving into the 
area. When they receive 
names and addresses of 
those who are newly moved 
to Monterey,  

Emily starts baking muffins, 
and they make up attractive 
and tasty muffin baskets 
which include information 
about the church. Pastor Ted 
and Emily personally deliver 
the muffin baskets, welcome 
the new families to Monterey, 
and offer their friendship, 

NEHEMIAH Awards 
Jim and Ruby Plummer of Falmouth Wesleyan Church Jim and Ruby Plummer of Falmouth Wesleyan Church
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prayers and concern. What a 
great way to connect with 
people, share Christ’s love 
and invite them to become a 
part of your church family.  

(see photos on next page) 

S pring Youth Retreat 2017 
led by Rev. David Speas 

was a huge success. FOCUS 
Wesleyan Pastor Anton Folz 
did a great job connecting 
with teens, and there were 

positive reports about the 
entire weekend. The Spring 
Youth Retreat is only 3 years 
old, but has steadily grown in 
attendance each year. This 
year, with only 8 District 

churches represented there 
were 58 teens and 20 regis-
tered adults, the largest year 
yet. Imagine what this event 
could be if even half of our 
churches were involved!  

P astor Steve and Darla 
Johns (Wellman Wesleyan 

in Louisville KY) recently host-
ed two young Chinese ex-
change students and their 
chaperone for two weeks. 
While guests in the Johns 
home, they attended Wellman 
Wesleyan services where they 
were surprised at the friendli-

ness of the congregation. 
They also participated in Bible 
study and Q&A times with 
Pastor Steve and Darla. Pastor 
Steve shared with them that 
he believed God had allowed 
them to stay in their home so 
they could learn about Jesus, 

Pastor Ted and Emily Stepp personally deliver muffin baskets welcoming new families to Monterey 
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Downloadable Family Camp Flyers 
www.kytnwesleyan.com 

Daily Prayer Sessions at 8am! 
Morning Services for Children and Youth ! 

 

For More Info: 502.268.9319  or  502.663.1181 
jonathanhaynes49@yahoo.com 

Full Daily schedule, Special Events, and 
Food/room rates Posted on camp flyer 

Daily Prayer Sessions at 8am! 
Morning Services for Children and Youth ! 

 

For More Info: 502.268.9319  or  502.663.1181 
reljrtn@twlakes.net 

Full Daily schedule, Special Events, and 
Food/room rates Posted on camp flyer 

Downloadable Family Camp Flyers
www.kytnwesleyan.com
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H ello, friends! I trust you 
are doing well! While it’s 

getting warmer where most of 
y’all are, it’s beginning to get 
cold here in Zambia!  

Cold season is upon us! 
With cold season comes lots 
of coughs and runny noses, 
over half of what I’m seeing at 
the hospital these days! 

We just celebrated the 2nd 
Sunday in May:  Mother’s Day! 
I partially celebrated that day, 
but the full celebration came 
when I got to see my mom in 
person for the first time in 15 
months! I got to fly back to 
Tennessee using some vaca-
tion time to see everybody 

and join in the graduation 
celebration festivities!  I am 
very excited to see everybody, 
particularly my mom! � 

I have enjoyed learning 
many things about females, 
particularly mothers, here in 
Zambia.  It is hard to describe 
them other than STRONG! 

Baama bayumu banji! 
(Tonga = Very strong mothers!) 

These women are often the 
primary caregivers at home, 
responsible for taking care of 
the typically many children 
and doing all of the house-
hold chores. For more details 
about the daily tasks of the 
typical mother in Zambia, 

please email me to sign up for 
Robin’s Report — my monthly 
email newsletter — and I will 
forward the full May edition to 
you right away! 

If I can be half as strong as 
all these wonderful mothers I 
have seen, I will count it as a 
great blessing! 

Happy Mother’s Day to all 
the moms out there!  May 
God continue to give you the 
strength you need to face the 
challenges of each day to glo-
rify Him in the midst!   

— Robin Crowell 
EMAIL crowellrm@gmail.com 

WEB globalpartnersonline.org/
missionaries/WM04-0404 

 

Mighty Moms Spring Into Action in Zambia 
Mission Moments 

“Many women do noble things, but you surpass them all.” 
Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman 
who fears the Lord is to be praised.  Give her the reward 

she has earned, and let her works bring her praise  
at the city gate. - Proverbs 31:29-31 (NIV)  

Wonderful 

Zambian 

moms and 

grandmas in 

my life! 



19 

W hat does an ordinary 
day look like for Don?  

We’re not sure there is such a 
thing as ordinary or routine in 
Papua New Guinea, but these 
things Don worked on today: 
~ Helped a PNG friend who is 
launching a new business.  
We enjoy empowering individ-
uals to earn a better living.   
~ They can then follow God’s 
plan for financially supporting 
His work.   
~ Shopped for Bible College. 
~ Collected and organized 
resources for a Bible College 
teacher preparing to teach a 9 
week course on Holiness.   
~ Started the same process 
for another teacher who will 
run a course on how to use 
the library. 

~ Repaired Bible College 
equipment.  
~ Ran errands – buying oil, 
post office, hardware 
~ Repaired the mission 
lawnmower 
~ Trained a young man to 
use the lawnmower. 
~ Answered e-mails and 
made phone calls preparing 
for the upcoming national 
church board meetings and 
hosting two Wesleyan mis-
sionaries, normally serving in 
Asia, who will attend the 
meetings. 
~ Greeted a mission aviation 
family who will live in our 
Wesleyan compound for the 
next 3 months. 
~ Arranged a time to repair 
computers for two pastors 

 
    Cheri read an article 
today that said mission-
aries “must be willing to 
lead inconspicuously and 
empower others to take 
the credit and limelight.”  
That’s how we want to 
minister and that’s what 
today was, trying to be 
inconspicuous and set 

others up to lead. 
We will continue to serve 

full-time in PNG, in partner-
ship with Australia and Ameri-
ca, for the rest of this year.  
God has been giving guidance 
and we envision continuing to 
serve the PNG church into the 
future as well.   

This is our earnest prayer 
and our PNG friends are be-
lieving with us that God will 
open new doors to make this 
possible.  Thank you for your 
ongoing prayers and support.  

— Don & Cheri Floyd 
EMAIL floyd.png@gmail.com 

WEB globalpartnersonline.org/
missionaries/WM05-0105 

 

Just Another Day in the Lives of the Floyds 
Mission Moments 

Marj is still caring and con-
cerned about her church fam-
ily. She makes phone calls to 
check on those going through 
hard times. She sends cards 
of encouragement. She finan-
cially supports special pro-
jects and needs. She is still 
engaged in ministry and is 
being used of God to touch 
the lives of others.  

We are blessed with hun-

dreds of laity across our Dis-
trict like dear Marj Z. They 
may not be able to do all they 
once did, but they are still 
serving God and blessing their 
church any way they can.  

I salute these precious sen-
ior saints and thank God for 
the way they are still minister-
ing, blessing and giving of 
themselves to see His work 
advance. May God help each 
one of us to keep pressing on 

— regardless of age or level of 
ability there is something 
YOU can do! The work of God 
does indeed require work, 
and to be done most effec-
tively it requires teamwork.  

In whatever capacity you 
serve, thanks for being part of 
the Team helping see our 
churches and District move 
Onward & Upward for Him! 

—Rev. Aaron P. Sherman 
District Superintendent 

— From Page 2 — 



 

Coming Events in KY-TN District  
June 8-9 --------------------------------------- Spring Ladies Retreat, Wilmore KY 
June 19-23 -------------------Cumberland Grove Kids Camp, Jamestown TN 
June 26-30 ---------------------------------- Maysville Youth Camp, Maysville KY 
June 29 ------------------------------------------- DBA Meeting, Elizabethtown KY 
July 2-9 -------------------- Cumberland Grove Family Camp, Jamestown TN 
July 3-7 --------------------- Cumberland Grove Youth Camp, Jamestown TN 
July 9-14 --------------------------------------- Maysville Kids Camp, Maysville KY 
July 20 ----------------------------------------- DBA Meal & Meeting, Lexington KY 
July 21 -------------------------------------- District Conference, Lexington KY 
July 24-30 ---------------------------------- Maysville Family Camp, Maysville KY 
Aug 7-11 ------------------------------------------ Regional DS/Pastor Meetings 
Sept  6-9 ----------------- Best Years Fellowship (BYF) Retreat, Maysville KY 
Sept 15-17 -------------- Fall Ladies and Teen Girls’ Retreat, Jamestown TN 
Oct 6-8  -------------------------------------------  Fall Youth Retreat, Maysville KY 
Oct 19-21  ------------------------------  Ministerial Retreat, Jamestown TN 

Rev. Aaron P. Sherman 
District Superintendent 

3677 Gloucester Drive 
Lexington, KY 40510 

FB  KY-TN District of The Wesleyan Church  
EMAIL  kytndistrict@gmail.com 

WEB  kytnwesleyan.com 
OFFICE  859.259.3209 


