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Course Description 
Methods of Bible Study will give your use of the Bible a major shot in the arm 
through hands on encounters with the Gospel of Mark. 
 
Course Objectives & Learning Outcomes 
You will sharpen your ability to see what is on the sacred page, learn to see 
connections that count in passages, and strengthen your ability to move from the 



ancient text to modern life.  A combination of individual work and group process in 
class will strengthen your grasp of the Gospel of Mark and your approach to all 
Scripture study. When we have the tools in hand, critical ministry issues will be 
readily addressed by solid Bible study.  
 

Class Schedule 
• July 8, 15,22 ,29 August 5,12 
• 9am-1pm EST  

Zoom Training & Technical Requirements 
All students are required to complete a zoom training.  If you have done this for a 
previous online Zoom class, you have already met this requirement.  For information on 
available Zoom training opportunities and technical requirements, please go to 
www.wesleyan.org/FLAME or email Michelle Wood at woodm@wesleyan.org 
 
 
Required Textbooks 
Contact the Wesleyan Publishing House 800-493-7539 to purchase books.  Or order 
online at www.wphstore.com.  

• Michael J. Gorman, Elements of Biblical Exegesis: A Basic Guide for Students 
and Ministers. Revised and Expended Edition (Baker Academic, 2010). 

• M. Eugene Boring, Mark: A Commentary (NTL; Westminster John Knox 
Press, 2012). 

• N. T. Wright, Scripture and the Authority of God: How to Read the Bible 
Today (Harper Collins, 2013). 
 

Pre-Course Assignments (up to 200 points) 
 
1. Textbook.  

• Read N. T. Wright, Scripture and the Authority of God: How to Read the 
Bible Today. Write a two-page interaction with this book (typed, double-
spaced, standard margins and font).  List very briefly what you think the 
book’s three or four major points regarding Scripture reading are. Up to 
100 points. 

I’m primarily looking here for evidence of thoughtful reading. Do not 
invest much space in simply “rehearsing” the content of the book. Don’t 
just give me a bunch of generalizations you could do from a ten minute 
run through. Discuss the work and its ideas!  

 
2. Biblical content: Gospel of Mark. Copy and paste the text of the Gospel in a 

Word Document. Delete all of the Chapter titles/Paragraph titles/Verse 
numbers. You should have a text with only one title, The Gospel of Mark.  
Now you are ready to work with the text.  

http://www.wesleyan.org/FLAME
mailto:woodm@wesleyan.org
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A. Read the Gospel of Mark out loud in one sitting (no 
interruptions, except for potty breaks) twice.  

B. Give brief titles to the units of the Gospel of Mark, describing (not 
interpreting) the essence of their content. Do this in the 
following steps: 

a. Title the paragraphs. Don’t title single verses or a 
couple verses--you will drown in detail! 

b. Gather paragraphs together into “segments,” and 
then title these segments (units usually three to 
five paragraphs in length). 

c. Gather the “segments” together into main book 
divisions; title these. 

d. Give a title to the book as a whole. 
Up to 100 points. 

 
Live Class and Group Work (up to 500 points) 
 
● Students are required to attend all live class sessions. (Up to 100 points). 

Students will be assigned to Groups the first day of class and will be graded 
on their group work (Up to 150 points) 
• Learn to discern what is in a passage and how it goes together, so as to 

get at its real theological punch 
• Learn how not to collapse the whole Bible into single passages while at 

the same time discerning “the whole counsel of God.” 
• Learn more about bridging the gap between the ancient text and the 21st 

century. 
 

● Read Michael J. Gorman, Elements of Biblical Exegesis: A Basic Guide for 
Students and Ministers.  Write a two-page interaction with this book (typed, 
double-spaced, standard margins and font).  List very briefly what you think 
the book’s three or four major contentions regarding Scripture study method 
are. Then discuss the strengths and weaknesses of such an approach to 
Scripture study. Up to 100 points. 
         I’m primarily looking here for evidence of thoughtful reading. Do not 
invest much space in simply “rehearsing” the content of the book. Don’t just 
give me a bunch of generalizations you could do from a ten minute run 
through. Discuss the work and its ideas!  

 
● Literary Structure in Mark (Up to 50 points) 

• Document your findings. 
• a. What major emphases or themes does Mark develop in his gospel? 
• b. Does the Gospel of Mark have an introduction? How many verses does 

it occupy and how does it serve as an introduction to the book? 
• c. Is there a major turning point Mark’s presentation? If so, where it is 

and what in brief is involved in the major change of direction? 



• d. Does Mark move his account of Jesus to a climax? Where is that 
climax, and what themes reach climax there?  
 

4. Inductive Interpretation (i.e., discerning meaning based on clear evidence. 
No Study Bibles or any other kind of texts are allowed!!!) (Up to 100 
points). 
• a. Solely on the basis of evidence gathered in Mark 1:1-15 give at least a 

preliminary answer to the question, “What is involved in ‘the beginning of 
the gospel of Jesus, Messiah, God’s Son’?” 

• b. Make full sentence observations as the basis for your conclusions and 
number them, giving the verse reference in 1:1-15 on which the 
observation is based. 

• c. Clearly separate observed evidence from conclusions drawn by 
setting up your work this way:  “I observe that... [the data from the text], 
and based on this evidence I conclude that [give here the content of your 
inference from the evidence just cited].” 

• d. This work will give you several pages of more detailed findings (the 
“findings” being both the good observations and the inferences you 
draw). Aim at thoroughness and completeness in this work. 

• e. Summarize these more detailed findings into an answer to the 
question raised in “a.”    

• f. This will seem quite awkward (and rightly so). It is an exercise worth 
doing nevertheless.  Not every observation will warrant an inference or 
conclusion. 

 
Post Course Assignments (up to 300 points) 
 

● Every student will write a sermon or a Bible study lesson using the insights 
he or she has gained in the preparation of a sermon or Bible study lesson 
based on texts not covered in the course discussions themselves.  

● Every student will send a copy of his or her own study notes that provide a 
record of the mode of approach to the text. The study and these notes should 
reflect the class instruction by including: 

o A survey of the segment [chapter length collection of paragraphs in 
which the target paragraph lies]. Such a “survey” studies the “content 
and literary structure” of the segment as a whole. 

o Analysis of the target paragraph where the lesson/sermon centers. 
This will be detailed observation and inference on both the content 
and structure of the paragraph itself. 

o Interpretation based on the evidence above, including general 
interpretive work from the segment as a whole and specific, detailed 
work from the target paragraph, as well as information discovered in 
responsible consultation with other interpreters. 

o Evaluation, placing the teachings of the unit in the Bible’s “round 
table” discussion, to discern how the text speaks cross culturally. 



o Application, in which the student spells out the ways in which the 
church should be and do in light of these conclusions. 

o The student will place most effort in his/her notes on the first three 
items, less on the last two, doing enough on evaluation simply to show 
that s/he understands what this task involves. 

 
Remember the sermon/lesson will not contain all the data from one’s study 
itself. That’s why I want the study notes and a record of one’s work. The 
sermon/lesson contains enough of the student’s specific study thinking that 
people can track with him/her, but does not “repeat” all of the student’s 
study. The study is a means to an end; not the end in itself. 

 
ALL POST-COURSE ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE August 19, 2017. 
 
 
Grades 
 
Book Review  #1   100 
Book Review  #2   100 
Gospel of Mark Assignment  200 
Life Class    150 
Groups    150 
Sermon/Bible Study Lesson  300 
 
Policies & Requirements  
 
Attendance 
Students are required to attend all class sessions.  Failure to attend at least 80% (16 
hours) of the minimum required seat time (20 hours) will result in automatic failure 
of the course.  Any and all absences within that 20% window must be approved by 
the professor prior to the course in writing (e.g. email).  Do not ask for permission to 
be excused during the class or after the absence has already occurred.  
 
Grading Scale 
A 91-100 
B 81-90 
C 71-80 
D 61-70 
F 60 or below 
 
Students must get a “C” or above to pass the course and receive credit for 
ordination.  
 
Books 
Students are encouraged to purchase their books through Wesleyan Publishing 
House.  Often, discounts are available.  



Available from Wesleyan Publishing House by calling 800-493-7539 or online at 
www.wphonline.com. 
 
Due Date 
All assignments are due on the date indicated in the syllabus or verbally 
communicated by the instructor. Professors are required to submit grades to 
Education and Clergy Development at a maximum of 4 weeks after the last day of 
class.  Assignments may not be submitted to the professor any later than 4 weeks 
after the last day of class.  Assignments not submitted by the due date will result in 
an automatic “0” for the assignment.  
 
Extensions 
Extensions may be (but are not guaranteed) granted for sickness, serious injury, or 
death in the student’s immediate family or for similar extenuating circumstances. 
When in doubt, please contact the professor. Also, no assigned work will be accepted 
after the final due date, unless an extension has been granted in writing (e.g. email) 
from the professor. Communication is the key! Professors may reduce a student’s 
grade by 20% for each week past the due date (even in the event of approved 
extensions).  Education and Clergy Development reserves the right to refuse 
extension and override the professor as it deems necessary.  
 
Papers 
All written papers must be typed.  Papers should be double spaced on 8.5x11 paper 
using 12 point font in a normal, easy to read type style (Arial, Cambria, Times New 
Roman, etc.).  Margins should be 1” on all sides.  Each paper should include at least: 
student’s full name, course title, and date.  It is advisable to include your name on 
each page of the paper.  
 
Ordination Deadline 
If the student is a candidate for ordination in a given year, coursework must be 
completed as follows: the final grade submission deadline (12 weeks after the last 
day of class) must be at least 40 days before the student’s district conference.  
Professors are not required to fulfill any requests for grade submission prior to this 
deadline.   
 
Plagiarism 
Ministerial students in The Wesleyan Church are expected to exhibit honesty and 
integrity in their personal, professional and academic life and work.  As Christians, 
we are called to a high standard of honesty.  As such, students in our ministerial 
training courses are required to adhere to strict academic guidelines.  
 
The following is borrowed from the Oklahoma Wesleyan University University 
Undergraduate Catalog 2015-2016 Traditional Studies:  
Plagiarism — This is defined as offering the work of another as one’s own. It is an 
attempt to deceive by implying that one has done work that was actually done by 
another. Faculty and students are honor bound to show that ideas and words match 

http://www.wphonline.com/


with the sources used and thus demonstrate that honest research has been done. 
Examples of plagiarism include (but are not limited to) the following: 

1. Copying all or part of a theme, examination, paper, library reading report, or 
other written work from another person’s production 

2. Submitting as one’s own work that which was wholly or partially done by 
another so as to appear to one’s professor to be more accurate or skilled in 
one’s work than one actually is 

3. Quoting material from any source without proper documentation 
4. Summarizing or paraphrasing from any source without proper 

documentation 
5. Misrepresentation of documentation or resources 
6. Using in collateral reports or book reviews the opinion of a professional 

literary critic or of a campus friend as though it were one’s own original 
thought 

7. Submitting workbook answers copied from another person or working in a 
group and submitting an identical set of answers for each member of the 
group without explicit permission from the professor 

  
Cheating — Examples of cheating include (but are not limited to) the following: 

1. Use of unauthorized prepared materials (cheat sheets) for answering test 
questions 

2. Giving aid to another student during a test or quiz 
3. Gaining answers to test questions from others during testing periods 
4. Signing another person’s name to the attendance record 
5. Claiming to have done laboratory work or outside reading that was not done 
6. Submitting the same work for more than one course without the prior 

approval of the professors involved 
 
Education and Clergy Development policy for all students receiving credit through 
non-accredited ministry training programs (e.g. FLAME, FLAMA, Correspondence 
Courses, Cross Training, District Extension Classes, Equipping for Ministry, etc.):  
 

1) Any instance of plagiarism (whether intentional or not) will result in an 
automatic “F” for the particular assignment and may also result in an 
automatic failing of the course.  

2) A repeat offense will result in an automatic failing of the course.  
3) A third offense will result in an automatic withdrawal from a credentialing 

track in The Wesleyan Church.  
 
  



Bibliography 
 
Anders, M. E., 1988. 30 days to understanding the Bible. Brentwood: Wolgemuth and 
Hyatt, Publishers, Inc. 
 
Bauer, D. R., and Traina, R. A., 2011. Inductive Bible study: A comprehensive guide to 
the practice of hermeneutics. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic. 
 
Blomberg, C. L., 1990.  Interpreting the Parables.  Leicester: IVP. 
Carson, D. A. and Woodbridge, J. D. (eds), 1986.  Hermeneutics, Authority and Canon.   
Leicester: IVP. 
 
Coleson, J., Ed. 2009. Treasure the word. Indianapolis: Wesleyan Publishing House. 
 
Deist, F. E. and Burden, J. J., 1980.  An ABC of Biblical Exegesis.  Pretoria: J. L. van 
Schaik (Pty.) Ltd. 
 
Fairbairn, P., 1963.  The Typology of Scripture.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
Farrar, F. W., 1961 (1885).  History of Interpretation.  Grand Rapids: Baker. 
 
Fee, G. D. and Stuart, D., 1982.  How to Read the Bible for all its Worth.  Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
Fee, G. D., 1987.  The First Epistle to the Corinthians.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans. 
 
Finzel, H., 1987.  Opening the Book.  Wheaton: Victor Books. 
 
Finzel, H., 1994.  Observe, interpret, apply.  Wheaton: Victor Books. 
 
Finzel, H., 2003. Unlocking the Scriptures. Colorado Springs: Victor Books. 
 
Grahmann, B. 2003. Transforming Bible study: Understanding God's word like 
you've never read it before. Downers Grove: IVP. 
 
Green, J. B., 1984.  How to Read Prophecy.  Leicester: IVP. 
 
Hendricks, H. G. and Hendricks, W. D., 1991. Living by the book. Chicago: Moody 
Press. 
 
Hendricks, H. G., and Hendricks, W. D., 2000. Living by the book: Workbook. Chicago: 
Moody Press. 
 
Jensen, I. L., 1963.  Independent Bible Study.  Chicago: Moody Press. 
 
Jensen, I. L., 1969. Enjoy your Bible: Making the most of your time with God's word.  



 
Minneapolis: Worldwide Publications. 
 
Job, J. B., (ed), 1972.  Studying God's Word.  London: IVP. 
 
Job, J. B., (ed), 1973.  How to Study the Bible.  Downers Grove: IVP. 
 
Kuhatschek, J. 1990. Taking the guesswork out of applying the Bible. Downers 
Grove: IVP. 
 
Kaiser, W. C., 1981.  Toward an Exegetical Theology.  Grand Rapids: Baker. 
 
McDowell, J., 1982.  Guide to Understanding Your Bible.  San Bernadino: Here's Life  
Publishers, Inc. 
 
McQuilkin, J. R., 1983.  Understanding and Applying the Bible.  Chicago: Moody 
Press. 
 
Mickelsen, A. B., 1963.  Interpreting the Bible.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans. 
Mouser, Jr., W. E., 1983. Walking in wisdom: Studying the proverbs of Solomon. 
Downers Grove: IVP. 
 
Pelikan, J., 2005. Whose Bible is it? A short history of the Scriptures. London: 
Penguin Books Ltd. 
 
Plummer, R. L., 2010. 40 questions about interpreting the Bible. Grand Rapids: 
Kregal Publications. 
 
Ramm, B., 1970.  Protestant Biblical Interpretation.  Grand Rapids: Baker. 
 
Ramm, B., et. al., 1971.  Hermeneutics.  Grand Rapids: Baker. 
 
Richards, L. O., 1971.  Creative Bible Study.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
Schenck, K., 2009. Making sense of God's word. Indianapolis: Wesleyan Publishing 
House. 
 
Sproul, R. C., 1977.  Knowing Scripture.  Downers Grove: IVP. 
 
Stein, R. H., 2011, (1994). A basic guide to interpreting the Bible: Playing by the 
rules, 2nd  
ed. Grand Rapids: Baker Books. 
 
Sterrett, T. N., 1974 (1973).  How to Understand Your Bible.  Downers Grove: IVP. 
 
Stott, J., 1982 (1972).  Understanding the Bible.  London: Scripture Union. 



 
Sumner, T. M., 2009. How did we get the Bible. Urichsville: Barbour Publishing, Inc. 
 
Terry, M. S., 1961.  Biblical Hermeneutics.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan.  
 
Thiselton, A. C., 1992. New horizons in hermeneutics: The theory and practice of 
transforming Bible reading. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House. 
 
Thompson, D. L., 1982.  Bible Study That Works.  Wilmore: Francis Asbury 
Publishing Co., Inc. 
 
Traina, R. A., 1952.  Methodical Bible Study.  Wilmore: Robert A. Traina. 
 
Virkler, H. A., 1981.  Hermeneutics: Principles and Processes of Biblical 
Interpretation.  Grand Rapids: Baker. 
 
Vos, H. F., 1956.  Effective Bible Study.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
Wald, O., 1956.  The Joy of Discovery.   

 


	Class Schedule
	Zoom Training & Technical Requirements

