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Course: Intro to the Old Testament 
Professor: Rev. Keith Studebaker/Dr. Barclay T. Brown 

Email: keith.studebaker@indwes.edu/  

barclaybrown2897@att,.net 

Phone: [Keith - 502-354-0567 

Barclay – 859-744-4359] 

Mailing Address: 130 Nevin Lane, Fisherville, KY 40023 

 

Course Description  

 

The Old Testament, or Hebrew Scripture, is not merely a historical witness to an ancient past that 

describes the religious experiences of a sought-out people (Israel).  Although the Old Testament 

does unfold Israel’s history in dialogue with God and in interactive engagement with other 

nations and religious perspectives, its purpose is to bring a theological voice to present faith 

communities who are called and responsible for living into covenantal relationships that reflect 

the holiness, love, righteousness and merciful justice of God.  These present communities seek to 

be living testimonies to God’s continued covenantal interaction with humanity and therefore 

need the guidance of competent and living texts. 

 

The Old Testament speaks a Word from God to contemporary people who seek to know and 

obey the God who creates, redeems, and re-creates a people for Himself and for the sake of the 

world.  This course is more than a simple survey of ancient writings.  Instead, it is an 

introductory study of the Old Testament as a theological discourse with the God who encounters 

and relates to the universe He created and the people He shapes for covenantal living.   

 

The writers of our textbook tell us that “these texts [of Hebrew Scripture] were written, 

collected, and passed on through generations as the witnesses of a community of faith shaped in 

relation to the character and actions of the God of Israel” (Birch, et.al, 2005, p. 1).   

 

Course Objectives & Learning Outcomes 

 

During this class, the student will… 

• Reflect, interact, and expound upon the Old Testament as theological writings that inform 

and shape the faith of Christian communities in contemporary contexts. 
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• Identify the key thematic priorities woven throughout the books of the Old Testament as 

a whole. 

• Dialogue competently with others in relation to the purposes of key Old Testament 

passages from the Pentateuch (Torah), the Former Prophets, the Latter Prophets, the 12 

(Minor) Prophets, and the Writings. 

• Outline 1 Old Testament book that the student has never studied by identifying the larger 

segments, the key purposes, and the primary character and/or problems with whom and 

with which the author is concerned. 

• Develop a 3-part series of sermons or lessons from an assigned Old Testament 

passage/book. 

 

Required Textbooks 

 

Birch, Bruce C., Brueggemann, Walter, Fretheim, Terrence E., Peterson, David L. A theological 

introduction to the Old Testament. 2nd. Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 2005. 

 

Collateral Textbooks 

 

Lennox, S. J. God with us: An introduction to the Old Testament. 2nd. Marion, IN: Triangle 

Publishing, 2009. 

Coogan, Michael D. A Brief Introduction to the Old Testament: The Hebrew Bible in its Context. 

3rd. New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2016. 

 

Contact the Wesleyan Publishing House 800-493-7539 to purchase books.  Or order online at 

one of the following: 

https://magento.finelink.com/wphstoreretail  

https://www.christianbook.com/  

https://www.cokesbury.com/ 

https://www.amazon.com 

 

Pre-Course Assignments 

1. Read the following chapters – (1-6; pages 1-213) in the required textbook. 

2. Write a 1-2-page reflection on each chapter (6-8 pages in total) that explores the 

following: 

a. The most significant insight that the authors articulated concerning the 

purposes/meaning of the Old Testament books being reviewed. 

b. Choose 1 of the Old Testament books explored in the first six chapters of the 

textbook and outline the book as a whole according to the following: 

• Identify the Old Testament book’s purpose. 

• Using the textbook and information from the Asbury Bible Commentary 

found at https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/asbury-bible-

commentary/toc/  identify the larger sections of the book as a whole, and 

then organize the smaller sections under those larger segments. 
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• Choose one of the smaller sections and explain who and what is being 

emphasized, followed by a short reflection on how the smaller section 

applied to the life of Israel and how it addresses your own life, the life of 

the church, and the society at large. 

Pre-Course Assignments are due 2 weeks before the course begins. 

 

Live Class (Students are required to attend all live class sessions.)  

 

During the live class, students will: 

 

1. Read and focus on chapters 7-8 in the textbook - A theological introduction to the Old 

Testament. 2nd. Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 2005. 

2. Identify the key thematic priorities, which are emphasized in the books of 1 and 2 Samuel 

and the books of 1 and 2 Kings. 

3. Dialogue with their classmates regarding how to use these texts of the Old Testament (1 

and 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 Kings) to address significant realities within the church as she 

ministers to the larger society. 

 

Post Course Assignments 

 

Students will develop a three-part sermon series or teaching series from an assigned Old 

Testament book taken from chapters 9-12 of the textbook and selected by the professor during 

the class.  Using the required textbook and the collateral textbooks, as well as any other tools 

available to the student, this project will need to include the following: 

 

1. Outline of the book as a whole. 

2. Identification of the theological purposes and meaning of the assigned book within the 

larger canon of the Old Testament. 

3. Selection of a smaller section, which will serve as the foundational text for the sermon 

series or teaching series. 

4. Create a detailed outline of the smaller selected text that includes: 

a. Who and what is involved? 

b. Why was the message of the text necessary to the original audience and why is 

the message of the text necessary to a contemporary audience today? 

c. What are the primary preaching/teaching points that arise from the text and are 

relevant to today? 

d. How did the study of the text affect the student? 

e. What were the most significant and relevant lessons learned by the student from 

taking this class? 

 

ALL POST-COURSE ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE 30 days after the live class setting. 
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Course Assessment 

 

 

Points

Possible

Reading 100

Pre-class Reflection Paper 200

Class Participation 300

Final Paper and Reflections 400

Total 1000

Final paper Points Avaliable

Outline of the book as a w hole 80

Identif ication of the Purpose in light of the OT Canon 80

Selection of the Smaller Section
80

Primary Preaching/Teaching Points 80

What I learned 80

Total 400

Grading Scale

A 4 95% - 100%

A- 3.7 92% - 94.9%

B+ 3.3 89% - 91.9%

B 3 85% - 88.9%

B- 2.7 82% - 84.9%

C+ 2.3 79% - 81.9%

C 2 75% - 78.9%

C- 1.7 72% - 74.9%

D+ 1.3 69% - 71.9%

D 1 65% - 68.9%

F 0 0% - 64.9%

Assessment Criteria
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Policies & Requirements  

 

Attendance 

Students are required to attend all class sessions.  Failure to attend at least 80% (16 hours) of the 

minimum required seat time (20 hours) will result in automatic failure of the course.  Any and all 

absences within that 20% window must be approved by the professor prior to the course in 

writing (e.g. email).  Do not ask for permission to be excused during the class or after the 

absence has already occurred.  

 

Grading Scale 

 
Students must get a “C” or above to pass the course and receive credit for ordination.  

 

Due Date 

All assignments are due on the date indicated in the syllabus or verbally communicated by the 

instructor.  Professors are required to submit grades to Education and Clergy Development at a 

maximum of 12 weeks after the last day of class.  Assignments may not be submitted to the 

professor any later than 30 days after the last day of class.  Assignments not submitted by the due 

date will result in an automatic “0” for the assignment.  

 

Extensions 

Extensions may be (but are not guaranteed) granted for sickness, serious injury, or death in the 

student’s immediate family or for similar extenuating circumstances. When in doubt, please 

contact the professor. Also, no assigned work will be accepted after the final due date, unless an 

extension has been granted in writing (e.g. email) from the professor. Communication is the key! 

The extension cannot exceed 4 weeks after the original due date.  Professors may reduce a 

student’s grade by 20% for each week past the due date (even in the event of approved 

extensions).  Education and Clergy Development reserves the right to refuse extension and 

override the professor as it deems necessary.  

 

Papers 

All written papers must be typed.  Papers should be double spaced on 8.5x11 paper using 12-

point font in a normal, easy to read type style (Arial, Cambria, Times New Roman, etc.).  

Grading Scale

A 4 95% - 100%

A- 3.7 92% - 94.9%

B+ 3.3 89% - 91.9%

B 3 85% - 88.9%

B- 2.7 82% - 84.9%

C+ 2.3 79% - 81.9%

C 2 75% - 78.9%

C- 1.7 72% - 74.9%

D+ 1.3 69% - 71.9%

D 1 65% - 68.9%

F 0 0% - 64.9%
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Margins should be 1” on all sides.  Each paper should include at least: a title page that includes 

the student’s full name, course title, and date.  Each paper must include citations and a reference 

page properly formatted according to APA, MLA, or Turabian guidelines selected by the 

professor.   

 

Ordination Deadline 
If the student is a candidate for ordination in a given year, coursework must be completed as 

follows: the final grade submission deadline (12 weeks after the last day of class) must be at least 

40 days before the student’s district conference.  Professors are not required to fulfill any 

requests for grade submission prior to this deadline.   

 

Plagiarism 

Ministerial students in The Wesleyan Church are expected to exhibit honesty and integrity in 

their personal, professional and academic life and work.  As Christians, we are called to a high 

standard of honesty.  As such, students in our ministerial training courses are required to adhere 

to strict academic guidelines.  

 

The following is borrowed from a college catalog.  

 

Plagiarism — This is defined as offering the work of another as one’s own.  It is an attempt to 

deceive by implying that one has done work that was actually done by another.  Faculty and 

students are honor bound to show that ideas and words match with the sources used and thus 

demonstrate that honest research has been done. Examples of plagiarism include (but are not 

limited to) the following: 

1. Copying all or part of a theme, examination, paper, library reading report, or other written 

work from another person’s production 

2. Submitting as one’s own work that which was wholly or partially done by another so as 

to appear to one’s professor to be more accurate or skilled in one’s work than one 

actually is. 

3. Quoting material from any source without proper documentation. 

4. Summarizing or paraphrasing from any source without proper documentation. 

5. Misrepresentation of documentation or resources. 

6. Using in collateral reports or book reviews the opinion of a professional literary critic or 

of a campus friend as though it were one’s own original thought. 

7. Submitting workbook answers copied from another person or working in a group and 

submitting an identical set of answers for each member of the group without explicit 

permission from the professor. 

  

Cheating — Examples of cheating include (but are not limited to) the following: 

1. Use of unauthorized prepared materials (cheat sheets) for answering test questions. 

2. Giving aid to another student during a test or quiz. 

3. Gaining answers to test questions from others during testing periods. 

4. Signing another person’s name to the attendance record. 

5. Claiming to have done laboratory work or outside reading that was not done. 

6. Submitting the same work for more than one course without the prior approval of the 

professors involved. 
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Penalty Policy for Plagiarism:  

1) Any instance of plagiarism (whether intentional or not) will result in an automatic “F” for 

the particular assignment and may also result in an automatic failing of the course.  

2) A repeat offense will result in an automatic failing of the course.  

3) A third offense will result in an automatic withdrawal from a credentialing track in The 

Wesleyan Church.  
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