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Philosophical Thinking and the Christian Mind 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW 

 

The course is to be treated as an introductory study of philosophy.  Students will receive 

instruction in the concepts and practices of engaging in philosophical critical thinking through a 

distinctively Christian lens.  Philosophers love wisdom-development and the thinking and 

reasoning that come with it.  They believe that the world is a marvelous and complex reality; that 

life is so multi-faceted that one cannot exhaust the discoveries that living brings to those who are 

observant and contemplative.  They believe that understanding why truth matters, why ethics 

must be defined, and why knowledge is better than opinion are pursuits that enrich the entire 

human community.  

  

All of us live and work in a society where there are incredible and varied perspectives 

about how to understand the three primary areas of philosophy.  These philosophers help us 

understand what constitutes reality (the metaphysical question) thus, freeing us from illusion 

while keeping us in touch with the mystery of life.  They enable us to think about how to 

understand what knowledge is and how to make it work for us in human life (the 

epistemological question).  Finally, they guide us in thinking about how to cultivate the type of 

value systems that help shape the meaning of morality and ethics (the axiological question) in a 

way that creates peacefulness and justice in all our relationships.  These philosophical questions, 

answered correctly, make it possible for us to live and contribute meaningfully to all occupations 

and lifestyles.  

  

COURSE OUTLINE 

 

In this course, students will read and dialogue with one another in relationship to the place 

and practice of Socratic thinking, particularly in relationship to his method of raising meaningful 

questions concerning reality and knowledge.  They will learn how to integrate philosophy and 

theology using the reasoning of Thomas Aquinas.  Additionally, they will examine the definition 

of God as given by Anselm; the understanding of truth as argued by Augustine; the use of doubt 

as practiced by Descartes; and finally, they will evaluate the postmodern thinking modeled by 

Jacques Derrida and Richard Rorty.  Over all of this dialogue, students will learn how to make 

use of the Wesleyan quadrilateral or Scripture, reason, experience, and tradition. 

 

• Session 1: Socrates Versus the Rhetoric of Sophism 

• Session 2: Thomas Aquinas and the Proper Role of Reason 

• Session 3: Anselm – Defining God  

• Session 4: Augustine and Descartes – Truth and Doubt in Christian Thinking 

• Session 5: The Postmodern Thinking of Derrida and Rorty 
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COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 

By the completion of the course, the student should be able to: 

 

1. Develop a foundation for philosophical critical thinking that gives shape to a Christian 

worldview with awareness of opposing arguments. 

2. Recognize the dynamic features and characteristics of philosophy and understand its 

importance to everyday life. 

3. Explain some of the themes, which characterized the thinking of major philosophers who 

have impacted western thinking. 

4. Analyze one’s own personal assumptions about Christian faith and philosophical ideas. 

5. Write reflectively concerning one’s understanding of metaphysics, epistemology, and 

axiology. 

6. Use the tools of definition, inductive and deductive logic, analysis, synthesis and 

arguments as part of personal reflection and development. 

 

COURSE MATERIALS 

 

Melchert, Norman (2011). The great conversation:  A historical introduction to philosophy (6th 

ed.).  New York:  Oxford University Press. 

 

Collateral Textbooks 

Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. (1995). Ethics. New York, NY: Touchstone, Simon & Schuster, Inc. 

 

Rae, Scott. B. (2009). Moral Choices: An introduction to ethics (3rd ed.). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 

Pre-class Assignments 

1. Students will need to read the following in the book by Melchert: 

a. Chapter 4 – Socrates, pp. 61-71 

b. Chapter 10 – Augustine, pp. 228-238. 

c. Chapter 11 – Anselm and Aquinas, pp. 266-274. 

d. Chapter 13 – Descartes, pp. 321-326; Meditation 1, pp. 338-340. 

e. Chapter 25 – Postmodernism and Derrida, pp. 699-708; Richard Rorty, pp. 709-

710 

Total pages of reading – 45 pages.  Write a paragraph of reflection in relationship to each 

philosopher.  Each paragraph should focus on something significant that you learned and address 

it to something related to ministry in the student’s context.  (Typed Paper Length – 

Approximately 2 pages – Doubled Spaced.  Title page and a Reference page not included in 

length.) 

 

2. Students will be required to watch the following movies before class and evaluate them in 

a typed paper that conforms with APA writing according to the questions below.  This 

paper will be due at the beginning of the class.  A paper template is provided for this 

assignment.  (Paper Length – Approximately 4 pages). 
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3. Evaluate each movie with the following questions: 

a. Identify the philosophical theme that the movie purports.  (See p. xvii in Melchert 

for the categories of philosophical themes.  Which theme or combination of 

themes is primary in the movie?) 

 

b. Identify which scene or scenes accurately present this philosophical theme.  Do 

you agree or disagree with how the movie presents this theme? 

 

c. Assess the director’s presentation of this theme(s).  Are they touting this theme or 

are they critical of it?  Justify your answer. 

 

d. Identify and explain a biblical text as you think about its connection with the 

movie’s theme? 

 

The purpose in these assignments is to have the student begin to engage in and develop more in 

the analytical skills that are essential in philosophical thinking.  (Total Time: 12 hours)  

 

The papers for the pre-class assignments are all due 2 weeks before the beginning of class. 

 

In-Class Assignments 

1. Students will engage in analysis of the three philosophical categories of metaphysics 

(reality), epistemology (knowing), and axiology (ethics/values) in conjunction with the 

movies viewed. 

2. Students will examine the Wesleyan quadrilateral and explore how it is used when 

engaging in philosophical and theological assessment. 

3. Students will make use of Aquinas and the reasoning of the three-story house. 

4. Students will engage in Augustine’s argument for the existence truth and compare and 

contrast it with the Sophists and with Socrates. 

5. Students will engage in discussions using the Descartes rules of method for engaging the 

pursuit of truth with the intellect. 

6. Students will identify the effects of the postmodern thought on the issues of language and 

opinion. 

 

Post Class Assignments 

 

Students will need to read the following from the collateral textbooks: 

1. Chapters 1-4 (pgs. 11-119) in Moral Choices: An Introduction to Ethics by Scott B. Rae. 
2. Students will write a philosophical paper of 6-8 pages on one of the philosophical issues 

addressed in class.  Students will work with the professor to formulate a thesis for this 

Movie 

A Beautiful Mind 

The Truman Show 

Minority Report 

The Bourne Identity 
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paper and select one philosopher that helps to argue for the thesis and one who helps to 

argue against your thesis.  Papers will be due 1 month from the date of the class.  Papers 

will need to include research from the primary textbook by Norman Melchert, as well as 

from the collateral textbooks listed above. 

Course Assessment 

Official Grading Scale 

 

The final course grade will depend on the total number of points earned.  Here is how the points 

break down in terms of letter grades.   

 

 

 
 

 

  

Philosophy, Ethics, and the Christian Mind

Assignments Points Possible Points Earned

Reflection Paper on the Reading 100

Reflection Paper on the Movies 200

Post Class Paper 300

In Class Participation 400

Total 1000 0

Grade          Percent                

A 95 to 100 

A- 92 to 94.9 

B+ 89 to 91.9 

B 85 to 88.9 

B- 82 to 84.9 

C+ 79 to 81.9 

C 75 to 78.9 

C- 72 to 74.9 

D+ 69 to 71.9 

D 65 to 68.9 

    

F 0 to 64.9 

A Clearly stands out as excellent performance.  Anticipates well and writes logically & 

clearly.  Anticipates steps in the progression of ideas. 

B Demonstrates a solid comprehension of the subject.  An active listener and 

participant, the student communicates well orally and in writing. 

C Quality and quantity in and out of class is average.  Requirements are addressed 

minimally. 

D Quality and quantity of work is below average.  Assignments may be missing or 

unsatisfactory. 

F Quality and quantity of work is unacceptable for an undergraduate student, and does 

not qualify the student to progress to a more advanced level of work. 
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Writing Style for Papers 

 

APA Writing Style 

 

APA (American Psychological Association) writing style, based on the Publication 

Manual of the American Psychological Association, 6th ed., is the foundation for all academic 

writing for non-residential students.  All students will be required to adhere to the formatting, 

citing and documentation of all sources used in a research paper per the guidelines of 

APA.  Resources for learning APA and resources for using APA are provided as follows: 

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 6th ed. 

 

Website for APA Writing Style: 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 

General APA Guidelines 

Your essay should be typed, double-spaced on standard-sized paper (8.5" x 11") with 1" margins 

on all sides.  You should use a clear font that is highly readable.  APA recommends using 12 pt. 

Times New Roman font. 

Plagiarism is defined as the following: 

Authors do not present the work of another as if it were their own work.  Whether 

paraphrasing, quoting an author directly, or describing an idea that influenced your work, 

you must credit the source.  To avoid charges of plagiarism, take careful notes as you 

research to keep track of your sources and cite those sources1 according to the guidelines 

specified by APA, MLA, or Turabian standards chosen by the professors. 

Attendance 

Students are required to attend all class sessions.  Failure to attend at least 80% (16 hours) of the 

minimum required seat time (20 hours) will result in automatic failure of the course.  Any and all 

absences within that 20% window must be approved by the professor prior to the course in 

writing (e.g. email).  Do not ask for permission to be excused during the class or after the 

absence has already occurred.  

Extensions 

Extensions may be (but are not guaranteed) granted for sickness, serious injury, or death in the 

student’s immediate family or for similar extenuating circumstances.  Also, no assigned work 

will be accepted after the final due date, unless an extension has been granted in writing (e.g. 

email) from the professor.  Professors may reduce a student’s grade by 20% for each week past 

the due date (even in the event of approved extensions).   

                                                 
 

1 Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, (6th ed., 2nd printing, Washington, D.C.: 

American psychological Association, 2010), p. 170. 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
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Title of Movie 

Philosophical Theme(s) of the Movie 

 

 [Text here – not bold] 

 

A Scene or Scenes Presenting the Theme – Why is the Theme in This Scene? 

 

 [Text here – not bold] 

 

Assessing the director’s presentation of this theme(s).  Are they touting this theme or are 

they critical of it?  Justify your answer. 

 

 [Text here – not bold] 

 

Identify and explain a biblical text in connection with the movie’s theme? 

 

 [Text here – not bold] 
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