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Course: Intro to Hermeneutics and Homiletics 

Professor: Dr. Barclay T Brown  

Email: barclaybrown2897@att.net  

Phone: 859-744-4359 

Mailing Address: 208 Candlewood Dr., Winchester, KY, 40391 

Course Description 

Walter Kaiser quotes Albert Bengel as saying, 

 

Scripture is the foundation of the Church; the Church is the guardian of Scripture.  When 

the Church is in strong health, the light of Scripture shines bright; when the Church is 

sick, Scripture is corroded by neglect; and thus, it happens, that the outward form of 

Scripture and that of the Church, usually seem to exhibit simultaneously either health or 

else sickness; and as a rule, the way in which Scripture is being treated is in exact 

correspondence with the condition of the Church.  (Kaiser, 1981, p. 7) 

 

Bengel made this observation in 1742.  It seems quite relevant, and even unfortunately too true 

today.  Hence, the call to pastoral ministry requires learning a great many skills, chief among 

them are the hermeneutical/homiletical skills out of which preaching arises. 

 

In the book of 1 Corinthians, Paul writes: 

 

 “For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know 

God, God was well pleased through the foolishness of preaching to save those who believe” (1 

Corinthians, 1:21, NAS). 

 

In commenting on this verse, Dr. Fred Craddock was fond of reminding preachers that there is a 

profound mystery operating in the moment of preaching.  Preachers speak words into the air, 

those words fall upon the ears of listeners, and when those words are truly anointed by the Holy 

Spirit, the greatness of God’s salvation transforms human lives and whole societies.  Hence, in 

preaching that arises from a solid hermeneutical (interpretive) methodology and a creative 

homiletical presentation, one can expect the Word of the Lord to be proclaimed with great 

converting, comforting, sustaining, guiding, and reforming power. 

 

Therefore, this class brings together both hermeneutics and homiletics in an indissoluble 

marriage in order to create the words that bring about conversion of human personality, 
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perspective, attitude, and actions.  Both are absolutely essential for birthing sermons that bring 

persons into direct connection with the voice of God and his life-altering presence.  Both the 

voice of God and his presence need to be intertwined with the words of the preacher. 

 

In his book on Expository preaching, Haddon Robinson quotes the following persons.  From 

Francis Schaeffer, who argued that because the “great battles take place in the realm of 

thought… The preaching of the gospel is ideas, flaming ideas brought to men/women, as God 

revealed them to us in Scripture.…  The battle for humanity is centrally in the world of thought” 

(Robinson, 2014, p. 6-7).  Therefore, preaching begins in the mind of the preacher as his/her 

thoughts are reformed and reframed by intentional and passionate study of God’s thinking – His 

Word.  This divine thinking arises from the Holy Scriptures as they are superintended by the 

Holy Spirit.  “As we study our Bibles, the Holy Spirit studies us” (2014, p. 8). 

 

Robinson goes on to quote P.T. Forsyth who said, “The Bible is the supreme preacher to the 

preacher” (2014, p. 8).  Without disciplined study that includes a solid hermeneutical 

methodology, the preacher will never receive the message that is necessary for God’s people on 

any given Sunday. 

 

Finally, Robinson quotes William Barclay who wrote, “True preaching comes when the loving 

heart and the disciplined mind are laid at the disposal of the Holy Spirit” (2014, p. 9).  Only 

under the anointing of the Holy Spirit can preaching ever become a moment of divine encounter.  

God gave the gift of preaching (along with other means of grace) so that people can hear God’s 

voice and, through hearing, be incorporated into the faith that brings life that is everlastingly 

fulfilling. 

 

Course Objectives & Learning Outcomes 

 

During this class, the student will… 

• Examine and explore his/her own hermeneutical and homiletical methodologies. 

• Engage in the mechanics of a proven hermeneutical methodology that leads to an 

inductive examination of a text to be preached. 

• Engage in the mechanics of a homiletical methodology that leads to exposing the text in 

such a way that it can be embraced and lived by listeners. 

• Discuss the pros and cons of distinctive styles of preaching, and critically analyze how a 

homiletical style supports or distorts the intended meaning of a text. 

• Demonstrate an ability to apply the principles of this class, in accordance with their own 

unique giftedness, to the first fruits of sermon preparation and sermon delivery. 

 

Required Textbooks 

Robinson, Haddon W. Biblical Preaching: The Development and Delivery of Expository 

Messages. 3rd. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2014. 

 

Collateral Textbook 

Craddock, Fred. Preaching. Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1985. 
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Contact the Wesleyan Publishing House 800-493-7539 to purchase books.  Or order online at 

one of the following: 

https://magento.finelink.com/wphstoreretail  

https://www.christianbook.com/  

https://www.cokesbury.com/ 

https://www.amazon.com 

 

Pre-Course Assignments 

1. Read the primary required textbook – Biblical Preaching by Haddon Robinson. 

2. Answer the Student Exercise questions for chapters 2-9 that begin on p. 185.  It is best 

that you first read the chapter associated with the exercise carefully, then complete the 

student exercise associated with it.  (Make use of the APA Template provided.  

Remember nothing is bolded except for the headings as included). 

The Pre-Course Assignments above are due 2 weeks before the course begins. 

 

3. Bring one typed sermon that you have recently preached for our first day of class 

reflections.  This part of the pre-course assignments is due by the first day of class. 

 

Live Class 

Students are required to attend all live class sessions.  

 

In the light of the sermon brought to class: 

1. Students will examine and discuss the hermeneutical methodology (i.e. the way they 

approach interpreting a text) that they presently use for sermon preparation. 

2. Students will examine and discuss their own personal homiletical style (i.e. the way they 

communicate and present the message) for presenting a sermon. 

 

The Hermeneutical Method 

After the faculty presentation of the following: 

1. The hermeneutical method of breaking down the text. 

2. The hermeneutical method of inductive examination of the text. 

Students will practice both methods on assigned texts from the professor. 

 

The Homiletical Method 

After the faculty presentation of the following: 

1. What has to be done in order to get this message heard? 

2. What homiletical “form” best suits this message? 

3. What language and/or phraseology will enrich the listeners engagement? 

4. What illustration or story can be woven into the core message of the sermon so that it is 

more clearly understood and applied by the listeners? 

5. What style of delivery best suits the message proclaimed? 

Students will shape a hermeneutically prepared text into a sermon that can be preached within 

their context. 
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Post Course Assignments 

Using the methodologies of hermeneutical and homiletical practices learned during the live class 

setting, write a 6-8 page sermon that reflects the following: 

1. The hermeneutical method of breaking down a text. 

2. The hermeneutical method of inductively examining the text. 

3. Relevant observations on your chosen text from a reputable commentary.  (Do not use 

online sermon services!) 

4. The homiletical method for shaping the sermon.  This part of the paper needs to 

demonstrate ideas gleaned from Haddon Robinson’s book.  If a student has purchased the 

collateral textbook by Fred Craddock – Preaching – then observations from Craddock 

may also be useful. 

5. The written sermon itself, which includes introduction, message content, illustrations, 

either spoken or presented via media, and closing. 

 

ALL POST-COURSE ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE 1 month after the live class date. 
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Points

Possible

Reading Pre-Course Assignments

Reading and Answers to Student Exercises 200

Typed Written Sermon 100

Class Participation 400

Final Paper- A Developed Sermon Using the Methodologies 300

Total 1000

Final paper Points Avaliable

Breaking Dow n the Text 60

Inductive Examination of the text 60

Commentary Observations 60

Shaping the Sermon 60

Sermon Content - intro, content, illustrations, closing 60

Total 300

Grading Scale

A 4 95% - 100%

A- 3.7 92% - 94.9%

B+ 3.3 89% - 91.9%

B 3 85% - 88.9%

B- 2.7 82% - 84.9%

C+ 2.3 79% - 81.9%

C 2 75% - 78.9%

C- 1.7 72% - 74.9%

D+ 1.3 69% - 71.9%

D 1 65% - 68.9%

F 0 0% - 64.9%

Assessment Criteria
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Policies & Requirements  

 

Attendance 

Students are required to attend all class sessions.  Failure to attend at least 80% (16 hours) of the 

minimum required seat time (20 hours) will result in automatic failure of the course.  Any and all 

absences within that 20% window must be approved by the professor prior to the course in 

writing (e.g. email).  Do not ask for permission to be excused during the class or after the 

absence has already occurred.  

 

Grades 

Students must get a “C” or above to pass the course and receive credit for ordination.  Please see 

attached rubric above. 

 

Due Date 

All assignments are due on the date indicated in the syllabus or verbally communicated by the 

instructor.  Professors are required to submit grades to Education and Clergy Development at a 

maximum of 12 weeks after the last day of class.  Assignments may not be submitted to the 

professor any later than 30 days after the last day of class.  Assignments not submitted by the due 

date will result in an automatic “0” for the assignment.  

 

Extensions 

Extensions may be (but are not guaranteed) granted for sickness, serious injury, or death in the 

student’s immediate family or for similar extenuating circumstances. When in doubt, please 

contact the professor. Also, no assigned work will be accepted after the final due date, unless an 

extension has been granted in writing (e.g. email) from the professor. Communication is the key! 

Professors may reduce a student’s grade by 20% for each week past the due date (even in the 

event of approved extensions).  Education and Clergy Development reserves the right to refuse 

extension and override the professor as it deems necessary.  

 

Papers 

All written papers must be typed.  Papers should be double spaced on 8.5x11 paper using 12-

point font in a normal, easy to read type style (Arial, Cambria, Times New Roman, etc.).  

Margins should be 1” on all sides.  Each paper should include at least: a title page that includes 

the student’s full name, course title, and date.  Each paper must include citations and a reference 

page properly formatted according to APA, MLA, or Turabian guidelines selected by the 

professor.   

 

Ordination Deadline 
If the student is a candidate for ordination in a given year, coursework must be completed as 

follows: the final grade submission deadline (12 weeks after the last day of class) must be at least 

40 days before the student’s district conference.  Professors are not required to fulfill any 

requests for grade submission prior to this deadline.   

 

Plagiarism 

Ministerial students in The Wesleyan Church are expected to exhibit honesty and integrity in 

their personal, professional and academic life and work.  As Christians, we are called to a high 
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standard of honesty.  As such, students in our ministerial training courses are required to adhere 

to strict academic guidelines.  

 

The following is borrowed from a college catalog.  

 

Plagiarism — This is defined as offering the work of another as one’s own.  It is an attempt to 

deceive by implying that one has done work that was actually done by another.  Faculty and 

students are honor bound to show that ideas and words match with the sources used and thus 

demonstrate that honest research has been done. Examples of plagiarism include (but are not 

limited to) the following: 

 

1. Copying all or part of a theme, examination, paper, library reading report, or other written 

work from another person’s production 

2. Submitting as one’s own work that which was wholly or partially done by another so as 

to appear to one’s professor to be more accurate or skilled in one’s work than one 

actually is. 

3. Quoting material from any source without proper documentation. 

4. Summarizing or paraphrasing from any source without proper documentation. 

5. Misrepresentation of documentation or resources. 

6. Using in collateral reports or book reviews the opinion of a professional literary critic or 

of a campus friend as though it were one’s own original thought. 

7. Submitting workbook answers copied from another person or working in a group and 

submitting an identical set of answers for each member of the group without explicit 

permission from the professor. 

  

Cheating — Examples of cheating include (but are not limited to) the following: 

 

1. Use of unauthorized prepared materials (cheat sheets) for answering test questions. 

2. Giving aid to another student during a test or quiz. 

3. Gaining answers to test questions from others during testing periods. 

4. Signing another person’s name to the attendance record. 

5. Claiming to have done laboratory work or outside reading that was not done. 

6. Submitting the same work for more than one course without the prior approval of the 

professors involved. 

 

Penalty Policy for Plagiarism:  

 

1) Any instance of plagiarism (whether intentional or not) will result in an automatic “F” for 

the particular assignment and may also result in an automatic failing of the course.  

2) A repeat offense will result in an automatic failing of the course.  

3) A third offense will result in an automatic withdrawal from a credentialing track in The 

Wesleyan Church.  
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