
 

Coming Events in KY-TN District  
Mar 8 ---------- CG Camp Board Meeting, Monterey TN, 10 AM Central 

Mar 8 -------------------- DS/Pastor Meeting, Monterey TN, 1 PM Central 

Mar 9 ---------- DS/Pastor Meeting, FWC—Lexington KY, 1 PM Eastern 

Apr 11 --------------------------------------------------------- Pastor Recall Sunday 

May 4 --------------- Maysville Camp Board Meeting, Maysville KY, 6 PM 

May 8 ------------------------ Eastern DBMD Meeting, FWC—Lexington KY 

May 15 ------------ Western DBMD Meeting, 5 Stone, Elizabethtown KY 

May 22 ---------------------------- Full DBMD Meeting, FWC—Lexington KY 

Jun 6-9 ----- The Wesleyan Church General Conference, St. Louis MO 

Jun 10-11 ---------------------------------- Spring Ladies Retreat, Wilmore KY 

Jun 21-25 -------------------------------- Maysville Youth Camp, Maysville KY 

Jul 4-10 -- Cumberland Grove Family & Youth Camps, Jamestown TN 

Jul 11-16 ----------------------------------- Maysville Kids Camp, Maysville KY 

Jul 23 -------------------------------- District Conference, Lexington KY, 9 AM 

Jul 26 – Aug 1 ------------------------- Maysville Family Camp, Maysville KY 

Sept 8-11 ----------------------------------------------- BYF Retreat, Maysville KY 

Sept 17-19 -------------------------------- Fall Ladies Retreat, Jamestown TN 

Oct 8-10 --------------------------------------- Fall Youth Retreat, Maysville KY 
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District Superintendent 

3677 Gloucester Drive 

Lexington, KY 40510 
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Physical and Spiritual Renewal 

I t has been such a bless-
ing to see the work that 

God is doing through the 
pastor and people of Mon-
terey Wesleyan. The dedi-
cation of listening to the 
voice of God is changing 
lives in Monterey, Tennes-
see.  The church not only 
has a great new fellowship 
hall, but they are seeing 
growth in numbers, financ-
es and lives being changed 
through discipleship.  

In 2019, the church was 
able to dedicate their new 
Fellowship Hall.  Pastor Ted 
Stepp says that the church 
was interested in purchas-
ing a building from the lo-
cal School Board to move 
and use as a Fellowship 
Hall.  When it came up for 
sale for $30,000, he felt to 
wait and the Lord would 
lower the price into the 
range the church hoped to 
spend.  Again, the property 
came up for auction for 
$19,995 and again the 
church waited.  The third 
time the property came up 
at auction the church was 
able to purchase it for 
$10,000 and there were no 
other bidders.  Pastor 
Stepp gives all the credit to 
God for blessing and work-
ing at Monterey.  They 
were able to completely 
remodel the building, put-

ting in a new kitchen and a 
huge porch across the 
front of the building. They 
were also able to purchase 
another piece of property 
adjacent to their land to 
house their new fellowship 
building.  They had to tear 
down a house that sat on 
that property and were 
able to have that hauled off 
for free.  Clergy and laity 
have put in many hours of 
labor to finish the work.  
The Lord continued to 
bless them, and the build-
ing was able to be complet-
ed debt-free!  This year, the 
parsonage is getting a 
makeover.  Many hands 

from Monterey have 
helped Pastor Stepp with 
this endeavor, and Pastors 
David Speas and Anton Folz 
came from across the Dis-
trict to help with the floors. 

Monterey Wesleyan is 
not just about buildings 
though!  Even during this 
season of COVID, MWC is 
alive and well.  Ministry has 
drastically changed since 
the Coronavirus first made 
its appearance, but they 
have found ways to crea-
tively reach people.  Pastor 
Stepp has been doing an 
excellent job finding new 
and innovative ways to 

— Continued on Page 2 — 
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U nprecedented change, 
disruption and distress 

has surrounded our nation 
and world the last 6 months. 
None of us could have fore-
seen how 2020 would be so 
different from what we 
thought, planned and hoped it 
would be.  In the midst of the 
doom, gloom and bad news 
that has buffeted on every 
side, my heart has been en-
couraged many times by a 
simple truth I heard preached 
at a Camp Meeting when I was 
just a child.  The evangelist 
announced his text, Psalm 
46:1. He then surprised the 
congregation by reading only 
the first two words of the 
verse before launching into 
his message.  

I still remember sitting on 
the edge of my seat that 
day as he powerfully stirred, 
encouraged and challenged 
our hearts with those two 
short words - GOD IS!  While 
the full verse — 

— is wonderful, the minister 
masterfully impressed upon 
us that whatever life brings to 
us, the simple fact that GOD IS 
should be the anchor that 
holds us steady in the hardest 
of times.  

Throughout the uncertainty 
and unrest we have been in, I 
have drawn strength and en-
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minister to his congregation 
and community.  He says 
“COVID-19 hasn’t 
changed our vision 
for reaching lost peo-
ple.  We serve a 
mighty God with un-
limited power who is 
still able to transform 
and change lives.  
The crises around us 
can destroy us or 
grow us and move us 
forward.  We are ded-
icated to growing and 
moving forward for 
the cause of Jesus 
Christ.” 

Initially, the church 
began streaming 
their Sunday morning services 
through their church Face-
book page, posting pre-

recorded midweek Bible stud-
ies and holding live times of 
prayer services.  They burned 

DVDs and distributed those to 
members of the congregation 
who did not have access to 

online technology.   
A weekly newsletter was 

created as a connecting point 
for people to stay en-
gaged. Making sure 
that the children were 
not forgotten, Monte-
rey Wesleyan also 
posted puppet skits 
on YouTube.  During 
this time, using their 
YouTube Channel, 
their Sunday School 
audience is bigger 
than ever!  COVID may 
have kept them sepa-
rated for a time, but it 
has helped them 
reach a wider audi-
ence in new ways. 
“The crisis of the pan-

demic has sparked creativity 
and helped drive home that 
ministry is less about the 

— Continued from Page 1 — 
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couragement from that truth 
- GOD IS!  He exists!  I have 
found many other scriptures 
that elaborate on all that He 
is - He is at work, He is in 
control, He is alive, He is 
mine, He is Lord, He is work-
ing out His Plan, He is saving, 
He is making all things new, 
He is coming and the list 
could go on and on.  Each 
truth is a blessing, but as so 
much has become complex, 
contradictory, confusing and 
consternation causing - the 
simplicity of GOD IS has 
been something I remember 
each day. My faith holds 
steady in this glorious mes-
sage! I pray that in whatever 
you are facing right now, you 
will be reminded that GOD 
IS, and because that is true - 
you have nothing to fear! I 
hope that simple message 
sticks with you as strongly as 
it has with me all these years! 

Be of good cheer, my friend— 
GOD IS!  

—Rev. Aaron P. Sherman 
District Superintendent

The Sherman Family, about the time Aaron heard the memorable message 
“God Is!”  Surprisingly, he's the adorable, thin, 6 year-old blonde — lower left. 

building and more about the 
people” said Pastor Stepp.  He 
noted that this is talked about 
a lot, but COVID really made 
that become a reality at MWC.  
They are now doing Bible 
studies via Zoom and these 
small groups have been a real 
drawing point for young cou-
ples.   After recog-
nizing the need, 
Pastor Ted has also 
set up Marital Coun-
seling via Zoom. 

In mid-May the 
church transitioned to drive-in 
services so that congregants 
could see each other and feel 
connected.”  

They have now moved to in
-person services, with lots of 
safety protocols in place, but 
they have continued all of 
their online options for those 

who cannot or choose not to 
meet in person yet.  The em-
phasis on small groups has 
continued and in-person disci-
pleship and baptism classes 
have begun.  Their ministry  
focus has always been rela-
tional and the connections 
they have made in the com-

munity, from the cashier at 
the grocery store to the family 
at a birthday party have all 
made lasting Kingdom im-
pacts.  Since the pandemic 
began, they have witnessed 
10 people give their lives to 
Christ!  Many have attended 
baptism class and then 

prayed to receive Jesus.  Heal-
ing within families and a 
growth mindset in people has 
made this an exciting time in 
Monterey.  People are desir-
ing to be discipled and to dis-
ciple.  Lay people are growing 
and serving, from cleaning the 
church to leading devotions.   

Pastor Stepp is 
excited about the 
bright future at 
Monterey Wesley-
an!  “I feel that 
God is going to 

use this ministry as a launch-
ing point for new transform-
ing presences in our ZIP code 
and beyond.  We don’t plan to 
just see people saved, but to 
disciple them, building a last-
ing foundation and empower-
ing them to live out God’s pur-
pose for their lives.” 
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W e welcome several new 
pastors to the Kentucky-

Tennessee District family: 

T here have also been a few 
of our District Ministers 

make a transition in life or 
ministry in recent months: 
 
- Doug Kraft (Director of Out-

patient Services and Tran-
sitional Housing—Awake 
Ministries, Shelbyville KY) 

 
- Charlsey Turner (Assistant 

Pastor—Salem Ridge) 

- David Lucas (Assistant Pas-
tor—Monterey) 

 
- Stephanie Junker (Assistant 

Pastor—New Life) 
 
- Eric Weston (Ministry In-

tern—New Life) 
 
- David Fall (Retired after 55 

years of active ministry; 
pictured at right) 

 

Continually Moving Onward & Upward 

District Ministry Transitions 

Megan Williamson and family 
(Shelbyville) 

Jackson and Erica Freed 
(Awaken Louisville) 

Mark and Angie Medley 
(Murfreesboro TN) 

Gordon and Carmen 
Sampsel (Pikeville) 

Franklin and Rosy 
Bonilla (Alfa y Omega) 
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The DBA has taken some bold steps to reimagine District leadership in an attempt to 
allow greater delegation for the District Superintendent and enhance/increase the 
ministry and service to our pastors and churches. Five new leadership positions 
were recently created, and quality individuals were appointed to fill these roles: 
 

♦ District Executive Representative — Rev. Ashley Mew 
Pastor Mew will serve on behalf of the District Superintendent by leading 
some ongoing mentoring/relational initiatives, providing training, over-
sight, and coaching for leadership and administrative development, 
serve as representative in specific conversations and situations and help 
plan major District events and ministries. 

 

♦ DBMD Executive Representative — Rev. David Lucas 
Pastor Lucas will provide additional mentoring for Ministerial Students 
currently serving as District Pastors and will visit specific churches where 
our Ministerial Students and Licensed Ministers are serving to provide 
encouragement and insight and help shape and disciple our younger pas-
tors to be solid leaders. 
 

♦ District Multiplication / Planting Consultant — Rev. Corey Adkins 
Pastor Corey will be helping us build a pipeline of future planters who 
understand and celebrate the culture of our region and District and 
providing coaching and support for current church planters. He will also 
be working with pastors already serving within the District who have a 
vision and passion for impact and ministry multiplication. 

 

♦ District Communications Director — Christy Mann 
District Secretary Christy Mann will be overseeing Facebook posts, our 
quarterly Onward and Upward District newsletter, and other areas of com-
munication with our churches and members. Her work will hopefully in-
crease reports of what God is doing around the District as well as share 
opportunities for ministry and areas where prayer is needed.  
 

♦ District Event Coordinator — Christy Mann 
Christy will also be taking on much of the planning details currently being handled by 
myself. She will be assisting with Ministerial, Ordination, Conference, STEM Day, DBA/
DBMD Meetings, Pastoral Christmas Meals, and other event planning and coordination. 

 

These individuals working under the leadership of the DBA and in concert with current 
District Staff — DS Aaron Sherman and Office Administrator Tim Linick — will help raise 
the bar of what we are doing and increase effort and impact in needed areas. The DBA is 
expecting this to be a time of new beginning and multiplied effect. 

Dr. David Thompson, 

Pastor / Professor 

June Hicks, 

Pastor’s Wife 

Promoted to Heaven 

Ava Ruth Bartlett 

(Pastor Phillip & Jessica) 

Adelaide Marie Speas 

(Pastor David & Caroline) 

Heavenly Arrivals 
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I n early March our District 
was privileged to host the 

first ever Heartland Gathering 
- a joint Ministerial Retreat for 
ministers from the Cross-
roads, Indiana South, Greater 
Ohio, and KY-TN Districts. 
More than 80 from our own 
District Ministry Team joined 
hundreds of other Wesleyan 
pastors, spouses, and their 
families for this big event held 
in Pigeon Forge, TN.  

We enjoyed blessed times 
of worship and the anointed 

ministry of Dr. Wayne 
Schmidt, Rev. Heather Sem-
ple, and Rev. Albert Tate. The 
children enjoyed sessions 
specially geared for them with 
lessons, crafts, games and 
tons of fun. Many laughs were 
shared as Christian Illusion-
ist Harris III presented a hilari-
ous and unique message.  

There was plenty of time 
for relaxing, fellowship 
and meals and recreation 
together as well. Rev. Ashley 
and Mitzi Mew served as our 
District Representatives on 
the Regional Planning Team 

and did an amazing job of 
coordinating and serving at 
this event.  

As host District, we pre-
sented each attendee with a 
gift bag filled with yummy 
treats made within the three 
states we represent. Coke 
(with a personalized Heart-
land Gathering label) from 
Georgia, Little Debbie Treats 
from Tennessee, and Cream 
Pulled Candy from Kentucky 
were some of the goodies our 
guests got to sample.  

Gordon Lake Wesleyan did 
a great job putting together 

The Heartland Gathering 

Connecting With Friends Old and New 
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hundreds of these nice gifts. 
DS Aaron Sherman enjoyed 
joining his other DS col-
leagues passing out $20 bills 
to every adult in attendance 
before they were released for 
an afternoon of fun with fami-

ly and friends in all that the 
Smokies have to offer.  

Many pastors expressed 
how grateful they were for the 
refreshing presence of God, 
the rest and encouragement 
that was sensed and the op-

portunity to connect with 
friends old and new. We 
thank God for the blessing of 
the Heartland Gathering 2020 
and look forward to more 
regional partnerships in the 
years to come. 
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O n April 12, an EF-3 torna-
do came through the city 

of Chattanooga, TN.  Faith 
Community Wesleyan Church 
was in its devastating path.  
Both the church building and 
the fellowship hall were com-
pletely destroyed.   

We give God thanks that 
none of the church members 
were injured in the storm.  
The buildings are gone, but 
the church continues.  FCWC 
Pastor, Dr. M. C. Tolbert has 
expressed their appreciation 
for the support of District 
leadership and the many 
across the District and De-
nomination who have 
reached out with love, sup-
port, and prayers for Faith 
Community.  It has been a 
long road of paperwork, in-
surance negotiations, demoli-
tion, and clean-up.  The con-
gregation has sensed God’s 
hand of provision each step of 
the way. 

While a local news station 
was on site to film the dam-
age and interview Worship 
Director Beth Pickering, a 
passerby stopped to play the 
grand piano that was left 
standing in the rubble.  After 
the interview was complete, 
Beth joined the pianist singing 
“Because He Lives.”  Other 
news stations picked up the 
story, and thousands have 
heard the message — we can 
sing in the ruins of life be-
cause Jesus lives. 

Faith Community has been 
blessed with a temporary 
gathering place.  First Church 
of the Nazarene of Chattanoo-
ga offered to share part of 

their large building with the 
FCWC congregation.  They 
have been so gracious to the 
Faith Community church fami-
ly, providing space set aside 
just for them, a piano, song-
books, lectern, and media 
screen.  Since meeting at the 
Nazarene facility, the congre-
gations have held two joint 
gatherings — a patriotic ser-
vice on July 5 and another 
prayer service.  They also 
have shared a simulcast and 
day of worship on Sept. 26, 
the National Day of Prayer. 
Pastor M. C. participates in 

weekly prayer meetings host-
ed by First Nazarene each 
Saturday.   

The Local Board of Admin-
istration is exploring numer-
ous options to get them back 
into a building of their own.  
The church and pastor are 
working together with great 
dedication and unity.  God 
has been in their midst even 
in these trying times.  They 
appreciate His presence, and 
they ask for your continued 
prayers as they move 
“Onward and Upward” in 
Chattanooga! 

Noteworthy News 

Damage and Destruction — Not Defeat 
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N orthern Kentucky also 
had its fair share of very 

severe thunderstorms and 
tornadoes in early April.  On 
the night of April 8, a tornado 
passed through Brooksville 
tearing the roof off Salem 
Ridge Wesleyan Church.   

After further assessment, 
the facility was deemed a total 
loss.  The old building has 
now been torn down and re-
moved, but the church contin-
ues.  Pastor Jonathan Rogers 
gives thanks to the Lord for 
helping them through.   

The loss of the church facili-
ty has provided many oppor-
tunities for the congregation 
to connect with their commu-
nity and be a witness for the 

Lord.  The church is not dis-
couraged.  They know God is 
using this for good. 

Ministry is moving forward 
well. Pastor Jonathan’s living 
room has been turned into a 
livestreaming studio, so their 
active media and discipleship 
ministry can continue. 

While prayerfully consider-
ing rebuilding options, the 
congregation decided to reno-
vate the parsonage to use as 
a temporary gathering place. 

The remodeling of the par-
sonage is advancing.  Walls 
have been removed, drywall 
replaced, sanded, and paint-
ed, and bathrooms updated.  
Pastor Jonathan shared that 
he had “prayed for help and 

God was faithful to send the 
right person for the job at the 
right time.”  A young man in 
the community who Jonathan 
has been mentoring through 
many hardships, came to see 
how he could be of help.  Pas-
tor Rogers knew that this was 
an answer to the church’s 
prayers.  This young man has 
assisted with plumbing reno-
vations and other ways.  He 
has been a true blessing. 

We thank God for his hand 
of provision, protection, and 
help for the congregation at 
Salem Ridge!  Join us as we 
continue to pray for God’s 
special presence in their cur-
rent ministries and direction 
for the future. 
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S even years ago, Rev. Glo-
ria Angel, her husband 

Victor, son Alex, and twin 
daughters Jennifer and Liz-
beth were interviewed and 
appointed by the DBA to 
plant the first Hispanic Wes-
leyan Church in the Metro 
Louisville, Kentucky area.  

Pastor Gloria had been 
part of our Iglesia Caminan-
do congregation in Knoxville 
TN. She had been taking FLA-
MA classes for several years 
while being trained and 
mentored by our Assistant 
DS, Rev. Miguel Funes with 
the goal of one day planting 
a new church. She willingly 
left her home and extended 
family in TN and answered 
God's call to full time pasto-
ral ministry.  

The launch service of Igle-
sia Wesleyana Alfa y Omega 
was held in the lower audito-
rium of Atwood Wesleyan 
Church. The congregation 
that first Sunday wasn't 
much more than Pastor Glo-
ria's family, Pastor and Mrs. 
Lightbourne from the Atwood 
Church, Bob and Laverne Ba-
sham (DBA Lay Member/
Atwood VC), and (then) Assis-
tant DS Aaron Sherman.  Glo-
ria's passionate love for the 
Lord, commitment to His call 
on her life, and the family's 
gifted musical abilities made it 
evident the small congrega-
tion wouldn't be family only 
for long. Pastor Gloria was a 
gifted relational evangelist 
and talented communicator. 
Within a year, she led her 
growing congregation to a 
larger facility on Preston Hwy. 

The number of people being 
saved, transformed, and disci-
pled continued to swell, and 
her congregation soon had 
more than 150 in attendance.  

A highlight of our District 
Conference 2 years in a row 
was a stirring media presenta-
tion shared by Iglesia Alfa y 
Omega. Before-and-After pho-
tos of dozens of new converts, 
transformed new creatures in 
Christ Jesus glowing with 
God's presence, was a moving 
testimony of the Holy Spirit's 
power flowing through a con-
secrated, committed and sac-

rificial pastor.  Many were 
blessed to see firsthand the 
impact that she had on so 
many lives.  The District re-
joiced in the amazing ways 
God used her to make a 
difference in Louisville's His-
panic community.  Gloria 
demonstrated true leader-
ship, faith, and perseverance 
as the church went through 
some difficult days and chal-
lenging situations.  In those 
times, she drew closer to God, 
relied on Him for strength and 
wisdom and led with courage 
and hope even in the midst of 

Memorial Tribute 

Pastor Gloria Angel Promoted to Glory 
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hardship and stress.  
This past year the church 

doubled the space they were 
renting to accommodate the 
many individuals they were 
reaching with the Gospel. FLA-
MA classes were started in 
Louisville to train new leaders 
and future pastors to multiply 
the ministry. In May, Pastor 
Gloria met with the DBMD, 
she asked for prayer for God's 
guidance and presence as she 
was sensing the call to see 
Iglesia Alfa y Omega launch 
new churches in other areas 
around Louisville and South-
ern Indiana. She had a pas-
sion to reach more, 
but was prayerfully 
making sure she was 
in God's will and eve-
rything was done the 
right way and in 
God's timing.  

Gloria had a sacrifi-
cial spirit and zeal to 
reach the lost. She 
was a fully devoted 
Disciple who poured 
into the lives of those 
she served, seeking to 
see them become 
wholehearted Disci-
ples and leading and 
training them to 
reach and Disciple others 
themselves. It has been a priv-
ilege to see how God shaped 
and matured her as a pastor 
over the last 7 years and also 
witness the incredible impact 
of her life.  District leadership 
was looking forward to more 
conversations in the future 
regarding multiplication and 
ministry expansion at Alfa y 
Omega.  They were excited to 
hear the plans God had been 
revealing to her and the clari-
ty she was receiving as they 
had been praying together 
regarding the future.  

God had other plans for 
Gloria's life, however. Satur-
day, July 18, a sudden heart 
attack caused by COVID-19 
complications ended her 
earthly life. While in our eyes 
it seemed like she had much 
more to accomplish, God 
knew her work was done and 
called her to her eternal 
home.  We can only imagine 
the joy that was hers when 
she viewed her Savior face to 
face, the one she loved, 
served and lived for. Our Dis-
trict joins her family and con-
gregation mourning her sud-
den passing and we join our 

Lord in saying "Well done, 
good and faithful servant!" We 
celebrate that this life is not 
all there is - we're headed to 
an eternal home and a great 
reunion some day.  

Gloria loved lively and ener-
getic worship and was a pray-
er warrior.  We have no doubt 
she is actively worshipping 
around the throne and revel-
ing in the presence of her 
Lord.  Her influence will live 
on in the hundreds of lives 
she touched for Christ, the 
dozens of families who were 
transformed because she 

shared the Gospel with them 
and her own children and 
others in the church that she 
loved, prayed for, and invest-
ed in.  They will carry on the 
ministry and be the legacy of 
her well lived life.   

One of legacy individuals is 
Pastor Franklin Bonilla.  He 
was saved six years ago under 
the ministry of Pastor Gloria.  
His life was completely and 
radically transformed, and he 
experienced a call to ministry.  
The last five years he has 
been active in church leader-
ship, serving and ministering 
in many ways.  He has also 

received educational 
training through the 
District FLAMA clas-
ses.  He and his wife 
Rosy have been re-
spected leaders in 
the local church.  
Upon the recommen-
dation of Assistant 
District Superinten-
dent Miguel Funes, 
the endorsement of 
Pastor Gloria’s family, 
the solid affirmation 
of local church lead-
ership, and personal 
interviews with the 
candidate, the DBA 

Executive Board sensed that 
Rev. Bonilla was the right pas-
tor to lead Iglesia Alfa y Ome-
ga into the future.  In August, 
he was appointed / installed 
in this new role.  The ministry 
begun under Pastor Gloria 
continues to flourish under 
Pastor Franklin.  He recently 
had a baptism service where 9 
new converts professed their 
faith in Christ.  The current 
church numbers 200, but we 
are expecting God to continue 
to add to that number as min-
istry and evangelism contin-
ues to take place.   
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F lemingsburg, KY has been 
on the mind of J. C. Bond, 

Pastor, Garvin Ridge Wesley-
an, for over three years now.  
He had a vision of his church 
helping launch a new Wesley-
an presence in that area.  
With District guidance and 
encouragement, he called up 
Rev. Jerry Boling, a man that 
God had laid on his heart to 
help lead this new start.  
Raised in the Pilgrim Holiness 
Church, Jerry has spent 40 
years as an evangelist, 
preaching revivals wherever 
he was needed and pastoring 
churches, most recently in 
The Church of the Nazarene.   

Rev. Boling agreed to meet 
with Pastor Bond and DS 
Sherman.  He said, “We even 
looked at some property 
on that visit, but I needed 
to take time to pray, to 
make sure this was what 
God was calling me to do.”  
Pastor Boling received his 
confirmation from the 
Lord, and with the joint 
funding of Garvin Ridge 
Wesleyan, Willard Wesley-
an, and the KY-TN District, 
a building was rented — 
and a new District church 
plant was off and running.  
Boling admits he was a 
little nervous.  “After 41 
years of preaching you 
wouldn’t think I would be 
nervous, but I’ve never 
started anything from the 
ground floor.  I felt like 
Gideon and said to the 
Lord, ‘Would you give us 
50 people, because if you 
are not in this, we don’t 
want to be in it.’ ”   

On August 1, two services 
were launched in Flemings-
burg with 63 in attendance at 
the first service and 40 at the 
second!  Since that first Sun-

day, they have had as many 
as 80 in attendance and have 
never dropped below their 
first number of 63. The first 
Sunday in September, they 

began having Sunday 
School which has been 
well attended also. They 
have already been 
blessed to have five bap-
tisms and three people 
saved and miraculously 
transformed!  Pastor 
Boling gives all the glory 
to God.  He is excited to 
see what God has in 
store for the village of 
Flemingsburg and their 
church.  The nervous-
ness is gone now, and 
he is filled with the an-
ticipation of what the 
Lord will continue to do.  
Visitors are attending 
each week, new con-
verts, kids, and teens 
are being discipled, and 
they have already begun 
raising funds to build 
their own facility in the 
future.   

District Church Plant 

Team Effort to Launch New Church 
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Pastor Boling realizes it has 
taken teamwork to see this 
happen.  He is so appreciative 
of the vision of Pastor Bond, 
the support of the Garvin 
Ridge and Willard churches, 
and District leadership’s en-
couragement, guidance, and 
investment.  He also shared 
he could not have made it all 
these years without his wife 

Phyllis by his side.  They were 
teenage sweethearts and 
both came to the Lord in their 
early 20s.  They love singing 
together, and Phyllis enjoys 
ministering as a pianist. 

They look forward to con-
necting with more of our Dis-
trict family in the future and 
appreciate your prayers that 
God will continue to lead 

them Onward and Upward in 
Fleming County! 

This new work has been an 
inspiring reminder of all that 
can be accomplished when 
pastors, churches, leaders, 
and lay members listen to and 
obey God’s call to multiply 
ministry and reach new peo-
ple and new places with the 
Gospel. 
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I f you have been in the KY-
TN District of The Wesleyan 

Church for any period of time, 
you’ve likely heard of or met 
Bob Basham.  Bob is a much 
loved, highly respected man 
who serves the Lord in a gra-
cious, humble, and generous 
way.  He has willingly served 
as a lay leader for nearly 40 
years at the District 
level and 75 years 
in his local church.  

Bob was born in 
1931 and grew up 
attending Atwood 
Wesleyan Church 
in Louisville, KY.  
He knew at a 
young age that he 
wanted to serve 
the Lord.  He was 
baptized when he 
was 14, giving His 
life to Jesus com-
pletely and joining 
the church.  At the 
age of 15, he be-
gan his lifetime of 
service to the Lord 
by teaching Sun-
day School.  In 
1956, he became 
Atwood’s worship 
leader, a role that 
he still holds today.  
He has served as Vice-Chair of 
the Local Board for many 
years and even conducted 
services at times when At-
wood was without a pastor. 

Bob and Laverne married 
on November 11, 1950, and 
she soon joined him in lay 
ministry at Atwood.  When 
thinking of celebrating their 
70th Anniversary this year, 
Laverne laughs and stated, 

“That’s amazing in so many 
ways!”  They are a true team, 
blessed with 4 sons, 4 grand-
children, 1 great grandchild, 
and a marriage that has stood 
the test of time. 

Bob worked for GMAC for 
43 years, retiring in 1992 as a 
Treasurer/Account Manager.  
While his professional career 

ended then, his service for 
God and his church has con-
tinued.  Bob has used his gifts 
and analytical mind to serve 
his local congregation as long-
term Treasurer, a role he still 
holds today.  The District has 
been blessed with his finan-
cial expertise as well.  He 
served as District Auditor and 
member of the District Fi-
nance Committee for many 

years.  His keen business 
mind, matched with his kind, 
diplomatic spirit has truly 
been a blessing to the District. 

Word has it that Bob was 
an excellent baseball player 
and was offered a full scholar-
ship to the University of Louis-
ville and a career as a profes-
sional baseball player with the 

St. Louis Cardi-
nals.  Due to hav-
ing to play games 
on Sundays, he 
turned down 
those opportuni-
ties!  Bob has al-
ways felt that put-
ting God first and 
serving the church 
was more 
important 
than mon-
ey or fame.   
The Ba-
shams be-
lieve in using 
what they 
have received 
from the Lord 
to further the 
kingdom and see 
growth in the 
church.  They are 
thrilled that the 
Atwood facility is 

being used to launch a new 
Wesleyan ministry at the Uni-
versity of Louisville.  Ministry 
continues to expand and im-
pact others through their 
faithfulness. 

They have been excited to 
see their church generously 
bless others in the local com-
munity, District, and around 
the world, providing a well for 
a village in Zambia recently. 

Lay Leader Feature 
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Our District is so grateful 
for Bob’s 35 years of service 
on the District Board of Ad-
ministration and the 24 years 
he blessed pastors and stu-
dents as a member of the 
District Board of Ministerial 
Development.  He has repre-
sented us well as a delegate 
to the Wesleyan Quadrennial 
General Conferences held 
between 1976 and 2016. 

If you were to ask Bob 
about any of these labors, you 
will find that he is not looking 
for any special recognition.  
He has simply lived his life 
listening to God’s voice and 
serving as He leads him.  He is 
known for lifting the spirits of 
anyone he encounters and 
always sees the best in 
everyone.  

Rev. David 
Wilcox, who 
has served on 
the DBA with 
Bob has said, 
“He truly knows 
how to love 
people — al-
ways other 
people more 
than himself.  
His life of pure, 
biblical, Godly 
love for others 
is exemplary 
and one of the 
finest examples 
I’ve ever seen.”  
Former District 
Superintendent 
Glenn Black 

said, “Bob 
may not 
have been 
called to be a preacher, 
but he has a pastor’s 
heart.”  For years, Bob 
called every pastor or 
ministerial student 
on their birthday or 
anniversary to wish 
them well.  Bob 
says, “I just tried to 
be faithful to the 
Lord’s work” but 
Laverne adds, 
“He always says 
‘tried,’ but I 
think he has 
been faith-
ful.”  We 
agree with 
Laverne 
and 
thank 
God for 
Bob Ba-
sham, 
his love 
for the 
Lord 
and 

for others, 

and his faithful servant lead-
ership.  Bob’s life is an exam-
ple for all of us, as we live out 
our faith by finding the gifts 

we have been 

given, 
using them to serve and grow 
God’s kingdom.  Well done, 
good and faithful servants — 
Bob and Laverne Basham.  
We pray for many more gen-
erations of KY-TN Wesleyans 
with hearts like yours. 
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R ev Lorri and Brad Cisco 
were recently appointed 

Senior Pastor of First Wesley-
an Church of Nashville, TN.  
We asked a few questions to 
introduce them. 
 
Q. How has the Lord worked 
in your transition?  
A. The Lord went ahead of me 
and has continually surprised 
me in this transition. I moved 
to Nashville from Grand Rap-
ids, Michigan in January 2018. 
I did not have any appoint-
ment or any idea I would be 
able to find a ministry posi-
tion. We relocated for a 
new job for my husband.  I 
had searched for months 
for a ministry related posi-
tion until I surrendered my 
future plans completely.  I 
stopped looking — no 
more job search websites 
or resumes.  I transferred 
my credentials to the KY-
TN District and told Rev. 
Sherman I would volunteer 
for anything the District need-
ed.  I trusted God had moved 
me, and I realized 
He definitely knew where to 
find me — and He did! 
 
Q. Where have you served 
in ministry prior to your 
recent move? 
A. My last role was as Next 
Steps Pastor at Frontline Com-
munity Church in Grand Rap-
ids, Michigan for five years. 
My first few years there I 
served as the Children's Pas-
tor.  I completed ordination 
through FLAME and felt led to 
expand beyond Children’s 
Ministry.  All of my previous 

pastoral service had been 
working with children.  It was 
hard to break out of the mold.  
People had a hard time think-
ing of me in any other capaci-
ty.  I was very good at what I 
did and loved it.  However, 
coming from a legalistic 
church upbringing, Children’s 
Ministry was where I had 
been permitted to serve as a 
woman.  Being permitted and 
called are two different 
things.  I’m finally in a role 
that allows me freedom to be 
myself and follow after all 
God calls me to.  

Q. What energizes you 
about ministering in your 
new local community? 
A. I was blessed from the be-
ginning to be part of a District 
church evaluation process 
with the Greenhouse Net-
work.  This Wesleyan organi-
zation helps plant and restart 
churches. With their support 
and encouragement I was 
able to have the confidence 
and network resources to 
take on the official role of pas-
tor. Our church building is in a 
historic part of Nashville. The 
area is in process of rejuvena-
tion with new demographics.  
This is a source of energy and 

excitement because I have the 
Greenhouse Network to draw 
wisdom from.  On my own I 
would be overwhelmed with 
the enormity of possibilities; 
with their support I’m ener-
gized by the opportunities.  
 
Q. Please give an example 
of how the Lord has blessed 
in the church. 
A. We have a small group of 
faithful congregants.  Most of 
the people in the church are 
over 65. Quarantine had me 
extremely concerned with 
almost everyone at high risk 

for COVID-19 complica-
tions. Using technology 
was a concern with an 
older generation, and I 
assumed I would lose 
contact and they might 
not be back when we 
reopened.  God has 
helped keep everyone 
connected.  We haven’t 
lost contact even with 
those still sheltering in 

place.  I send out a weekly 
“old school” newsletter via 
USPS.  I was also able to pro-
vide DVD’s to those that didn’t 
have access to the Internet or 
Facebook.  It was a joy to see 
some try Facebook for the 
first time. These were my at-
tempts to keep connected. 
The real source of connection 
is the congregation’s faithful-
ness to each other, however.  
Every week they would check 
in with each other and offer 
support.  Wednesdays be-
came an elaborate system of 
conversations and conference 
calls so everyone could pray 
for each other. 

New Pastor Particulars 
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Q. What challenges can your 
District family help you 
pray about? 
A. My husband and I have 
been married 24 years and we 
have four children ages 15, 
17, 20, and 22.  Our two old-
est are in College.  Celena is 
22 and is a senior at IWU, 
studying to be a pastor. Lilah 
is 20, a student at the Univer-
sity of Tennessee in Knoxville 
as a pre-law major.  She is 
also a student-athlete on the 
women’s rowing team. Anna-
belle and Gabe are the two 
we still have at home with us 
— a senior in high school and 
a freshman. They are both 
involved in band. We love 
competitive marching band 
and have been band parents 
for nearly nine years.  My 
family has grown up in minis-
try and it has affected each 
one of my children differently. 
My biggest prayer request is 
for the development of a life 
long faith in each of them.  
Prayers are also requested for 
my husband Brad whose oc-
cupation is an engineer.  He 
also has the unique role of 
pastoral husband.  Every min-
istry role I’ve held has in reali-
ty been filled by both of us. 
This new endeavor is no 
different.  God has provided 
continually through this move 

often in unexpected ways.  My 
prayer is that we will rest in 
that truth, be able to continue 
to serve our family / church, 
and lead forward well.  
 
Q. How has your spouse / 
family adjusted to your new 
ministry location? 
A.  We never expected to 
move and Nashville was not 
our plan.  My kids are all do- 
ing great but it isn’t always 
easy.  We found out we were 
moving in October 2018 and 
were moved in to our new 
house by January.  This hap-
pened in a whirlwind of just 3 
months.  My oldest 2 children 
didn’t move with us they were 
already away at college. Then 
came COVID and quarantine. 
All six of us were living togeth-
er again in a house half the 
size of what we had in Michi-
gan. The college kids never 
lived in Tennessee and had no 
friends or connections here. I 
found myself doing laundry 
and cooking constantly like 
when the kids were little and I 
was home full time. Quaran-
tine became the first time 
maybe ever that all six of us 
could be in the same room on 
a Sunday. Our busy ministry 
family was now all on the 
couch helping me record Fa-
cebook Live messages. I’m 

pretty sure they had never 
really listened to me preach 
before.  The move and quar-
antine have created challeng-
es for everyone, but we have 
learned to adapt and adjust. 
 
Q. What else would you like 
to share with the people of 
the District? 
A.  Nashville is a special place. 
The fact that there is currently 
only one English-speaking 
Wesleyan church in Nashville 
is crazy.  God is on the move 
making connections and 
bringing people together.  
There is a sense of revival in 
many of the churches here.  
Pastors from many denomi-
nations meet and pray for the 
city regularly.  I feel blessed to 
be called here at the begin-
ning of what I believe is a new 
movement in this area.  Nash-
ville is in a revitalization pro-
cess, not just the streets and 
the neighborhoods.  There is 
a growing awareness of the 
need of the Holy Spirit among 
the people here.  I believe 
God is organizing other Wes-
leyans to help with an im-
pending harvest.  If God puts 
Nashville on your heart, pray. 
If He keeps it in your mind, 
pray some more and consider 
if you might be called to in-
vest with us here.  
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W illing to minister on 
short notice, Brandon 

and Candace Dailey first be-
came acquainted with the 
Kentucky-Tennessee District 
at Cumberland Grove Camp, 
leading children’s services 
there in the summer of 2019. 
They stayed in touch with DS 
Sherman and soon became 
aware that Christ Community 
Church in McEwen, TN was 
seeking a pastor.  They had 
been sensing the Lord calling 
them back into pastoral minis-
try, and after inquiring, visit-
ing, and interviewing with the 
lay leadership, they knew that 
God was in it. 

It was a bold move of faith, 
nearly eight hours away from 
home and family, but the Lord 
clearly worked out all of the 
details.  The church finished 
needed parsonage renova-
tions, and the Dailey family 
moved to McEwen and began 

their ministry in December 
2019.  There was quite a bit of 
curiosity in the community 
after their arrival, with visitors 
or former attendees coming 
to see what was happening. 
Pastor Brandon said, “One of 
the biggest advantages when 
we first came here, we didn’t 
know who normally was here 
and who wasn’t.”  They just 
loved people and ministered 
every way that they could. 

God has been moving in a 
mighty way ever since.  Within 
the first few months, they saw 
seven individuals rededicate 
their lives and 12 others get 
saved with several wanting to 
be baptized and asking about 
membership in the local 
church.  This move of God 
was a catalyst for change and 
brought a willingness to try 
new methods to reach out 
with the greatest possible 
impact in the community. 

Brandon’s wife Candace 
has been so excited to see 
what God has been doing, 
and even though they are far 
away from their families, they 
have felt very connected and 
loved by their church and Dis-
trict family.  She “rolls up her 
sleeves” and works hard be-
hind the scenes as a great 
complement to her husband’s 
ministry.  Pastor Brandon and 
Candace often sing together, 
and he plays the guitar. 

Their oldest son Aiden, 13, 
has made several new friends 
and really likes their new 
home in McEwen.  He has 
been learning to play the gui-
tar.  Their middle child Blake, 
8, had quite a bit of adjust-
ment to make with the move, 
but he has been learning to 
play the electric guitar and 
cajón (box drum) recently.  
Their daughter Demilyn, 3, 
loves music and all the people 
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in her new church family.  It is 
Pastor Brandon’s hope and 
dream that God will use his 
entire family to help encour-
age others to get more in-
volved in the music of the 
church and perhaps be the 
beginning of a praise and 
worship band. 

Pastor Brandon has over 22 
years of ministry experience 
— about half in youth ministry 
and the other half in pastoral 
ministry.  One of the most 
amazing things that he has 
noticed is how often that they 

are noticed by various ones 
when they are out in the local 
community.  Many times he 
has been recognized as 
“Bubba” from online videos 
for children that he posted 
during the pandemic.  They 
have a huge number of views. 

Looking toward the future, 
Pastor Brandon says he wants 
to see God’s family united in 
closer fellowship, impacting 
their community.  He has a 
heart for discipleship and 
leading each one to a deeper 
personal walk with the Lord. 

In recent months, God’s 
moving has brought another 
surge of 10 additional new 
converts and a steady in-
crease in attendance, now 
more than double what it was 
when they arrived (and that is 
with several who cannot yet 
return do to being in a high-
risk category for COVID-19).  
We praise God for the Dailey 
family and look forward to 
even greater reports from 
Christ Community Church in 
McEwen, Tennessee in the 
days ahead. 
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W hen a new pastor was 
needed at two District 

churches — Kingswood and 
Cloverport Wesleyan, which 
are only about 20 miles apart, 
DS Sherman began thinking 
about the possibility of 
searching for a shared pastor 
to serve at both churches.  
About that time, Pastor Dar-
ren Gillespie who had served 
as a pastor for 28 years — 
including some 2-
point and 3-point 
charges — had in-
quired about trans-
ferring and pastoring 
in The Wesleyan 
Church.  DS Sherman 
felt they would be a 
good fit for the 
needs of both King-
swood and Clover-
port.  Both congrega-
tions were thrilled 
with the idea, and so 
Pastor Darren and 
Paula Gillespie were 
able to begin minis-
tering at both 
churches in the sum-
mer of 2019. 

The Lord has cer-
tainly been at work 
in their lives in the 
transition.  From the 
very beginning of the Lord 
leading Darren and Paula and 
their family to The Wesleyan 
Church and to the specific 
ministry field of Breckenridge 
County, Kentucky, they felt 
and experienced His guiding 
presence. 

The Lord is blessing both 
churches in amazing ways.  At 
Cloverport, they have inten-
tionally developed a relation-

ship with friends at Creekview 
Apartments.  One of their 
members lives there and as 
they visited him, they realized 
the folks at Creekview are a 
“community within a commu-
nity.”  They opened up an out-
reach to them with a cookout 
hosted by the church on the 
Creekview grounds.  Then 
they began a regular Bible 
study and meal ministry 

called “Lunch and Learn.”  This 
is the next step in planting a 
ministry in those apartments 
which they pray becomes a 
steady “Church” at Creekview. 

Much is going on at King-
wood.  Part of their work has 
been putting into place new 
ministries to aid the disciple-
making process.  They have 
begun three new ministries 
since arriving. 

1) Their worship service is 
reaching beyond their walls as 
they began streaming worship 
services via Facebook Live.  
2) They began a Youth minis-
try called “#Kingsteens” that 
meets along with the children 
(#Kingskids) on Wednesday 
nights. 
3) They put a nursery ministry 
into place for Sunday morning 
worship.  They are seeing 

growth in worship 
and membership 
and God is blessing! 
     The “Shared Pas-
tor” model of minis-
try is really working. 
Both churches have 
been willing to be 
very flexible.  It is a 
real blessing to see 
the two churches 
working together.  
They have a regular 
group of folks from 
Kingswood who at-
tend the evening 
service at Clover-
port.  A group from 
Kingswood also 
helps with various 
outreach and con-
nection events at 
Cloverport.  Friends 
from Cloverport 

have been attending one of 
the Kingswood weekly ladies 
fellowship meetings.  Clover-
port cancelled Sunday School 
to join Kingwood's 100th Anni-
versary Celebration and 
Homecoming.  They also had 
about 40 folks from both 
churches attend a Christian 
movie together.  It is going 
well, and as the people con-
tinue to be flexible and make 
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adjustments, they really see 
the Lord working.  They have 
seen several new ones attend-
ing, finding new life in 
Christ, being baptized, 
and continuing to walk 
in a path of discipleship 
after Christ. 

The Gillespie family 
has seen a lot of 
change recently.  Their 
daughter Shelby and 
their son Jonah both 
got married in 2020, so 
they are thrilled to wel-
come new members 
into their family.  Their 
son Chance lives on the 
family farm which is 
near the areas they 
serve.  He hopes to 
build a house there in 
the future.  He is active in 
both Cloverport and King-
swood churches.  The biggest 

change has been for their 
daughter Julieann. She is now 
a sophomore at Breckenridge 

County High, and began in a 
new school, in a new county, 
and new churches.  Transi-

tions, even when good 
and led by the Lord, as 
this one is, are still 
hard.  All their family 
would appreciate pray-
ers as they continue to 
follow the Lord and find 
the “new normal” of 
their ministry.   They 
want to be used of God 
to effectively multiply 

ministry in their area. 
Pastor Darren and Paula 

are very thankful to minister 

in The Wesleyan Church.  He 
said at District Conference in 
2019, “As the Lord began to 
lead us to look at and explore 
The Wesleyan Church, I real-
ized I have really been Wes-
leyan all my life, I just didn’t 
know it until now!” 

We praise God for bringing 
Pastor Darren and Paula to 
the KY-TN District and for the 
great impact they are already 
having at both Kingswood and 
Cloverport Wesleyan! 
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L ife has been disrupted in 
so many ways across the 

United States and the globe 
due to the coronavirus.  Ugan-
da has felt its own share of 
difficulties.  When COVID 
made its way to Uganda, the 
government put in very seri-
ous lockdown measures.   

Within a matter of hours, 
all transportation was halted 
— from public transportation, 
to boda-boda’s (motorcycle 
taxis), to the very small per-
centage of private vehicles.  
All businesses were 
closed except essen-
tial grocery stores, 
pharmacies, and utili-
ties.  If those stores 
wanted to remain 
open, however, their 
employees had to 
sleep and stay at the 
store and were not 
permitted to leave to 
go home.  

One pastor ex-
plained that they had 
to get permission from the 
government to transport his 
wife, who was in labor, to the 
local hospital.  Restrictions 
have eased slightly recently. 
Those with private cars can 
travel now, but only in their 
district.  Traveling outside of 
that means getting govern-
ment permission.  Public 
transportation, which most 
people use to get from point 
A to B, second only to walking, 
is still closed, and traveling 
outside of your local village is 
still not permitted.  The result-
ing difficulty is that goods 
have sky-rocketed in price and 
few people have the ability to 

pay.  Even if they do have the 
funds, so many people live in 
outlying areas that getting to 
the goods has been very diffi-
cult.  Starvation has become a 
real concern.   The church has 
found ways to continue to 
minister to the many needs 
around them.  Many churches 
started having food available 
at their facilities.  After finding 
out that few people would 
come in fear that they would 
get in trouble with local au-
thorities, lay people and pas-

tors in the churches have tak-
en the risk and begun deliver-
ing food to people’s homes.   

People are open to hearing 
the gospel and Ugandan pas-
tors are taking every open to 
share it.  A recent church 
plant in Kyenjojo District has 
had 15 new people join since 
the pandemic and even 
though churches are not al-
lowed to meet in person, they 
have been having worship 
over the phone.  One lay per-
son who was travelling out-
side his district when the lock-
down went into place, has not 
been able to return home.  
Feeling the call to become a 

pastor, he has started a Wes-
leyan Church in this new vil-
lage and has a congregation 
of 10 people.  Someone local-
ly heard about this new 
church start and have offered 
a room for them to meet 
when they are able and some-
one else has offered land for 
them to one day be able to 
put up a modest structure.  
Praise God for this report! 

Some churches have lost 
their buildings as they were 
not able to continue paying 

rent during this 
time.  Pastors are 
feeling the pressure 
of not being able to 
meet the needs of 
their congregants 
since they have very 
little means them-
selves.  Noah’s Ark 
Children’s Home 
(Orphanage sup-
ported by Promise 
Kids A Future) and 
run by the Ugandan 

Wesleyan Church Bishop’s 
wife, Prossy Hamirie, has also 
felt the pressure.   

The orphanage has more 
children than ever. Under 
normal circumstances, many 
of these children are in school 
and being fed there, but now 
the orphanage is providing 
care and food around the 
clock. It is a difficult time in 
many developing countries, 
and we ask that you join us in 
praying for Uganda and many 
other places around the globe 
that do not have the re-
sources, organizations and 
support to which we are so 
blessed to have access.  
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I n June it was our joy to 
spend time with Rev. Saleh 

Herowa, of the North Fugwa 
District of The Wesleyan 
Church.  Saleh and Cheri have 
been in conversations for the 
past year or two about ex-
tending training to pastors 
who aren’t able to attend Bi-
ble College, either because of 
family commitments or be-
cause of language barriers.  In 
June, we were happily sur-
prised to find that Saleh was 
already teaching the six foun-
dational courses for pastors in 
his tribal language. 

Saleh’s district invited us to 
return in October 
for Cheri and Saleh 
to share the teach-
ing for a few 
weeks.  As the June 
visit came to a 
close, we received 
news that a faithful 
Wesleyan pastor, 
Rev. Daniel Kara, 
was murdered dur-
ing tribal conflict 
on the other side of the 
mountain range in the South 
Fugwa District of The Wesley-
an Church.   

The fighting has since 

spread and both the North 
and South Fugwa districts 
have been impacted.  Houses 

have been burnt, 
lives have been 
lost, and many 
people have been 
displaced.  In the 
South Fugwa dis-
trict, only 5 of the 
13 churches are 
currently open. 
North Fugwa is a 
bit safer since the 
PNG army moved 

in, but the situation remains 
tense.  Cheri and Saleh’s plans 
for more pastor training this 
fall have been indefinitely 
delayed. 

In the meantime, in the 
Western Highlands District, 
Don is working on building a 
parsonage while simultane-
ously training Bible College 
students in basic carpentry 
skills.  Cheri has wrapped up 
teaching a very positive 9-
week Bible College class on 
Holiness.  Jono continues dis-
tance education high 
school.  Jono is growing in his 
Christian life and plans to be 
baptized at Christmas during 
the Western Highlands Dis-
trict camp. 

You are always in our 
thoughts and prayers, but 
even more so during the chal-
lenges of 2020.  We are thank-
ful for your friendship and 
faithful support.   

Thank you, thank you, 
thank you for your ongoing 
commitment to missions even 
during challenging 
times.  Because of you, we 
can minister here in Papua 
New Guinea. 

— Don & Cheri Floyd 

 

 Mission Moments 

Cheri with Rev. Saleh Herowa — North Fugwa District of TWC 

Rev. Daniel Kara 
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5  Stone Church in Eliza-
bethtown has been 

blessed to have numerous 
District Ministers providing 
pulpit supply during their time 
of pastoral and facility transi-
tion. Revs. David Lucas, Bob 
Donat, Melissa Mishoe, Doug 
Kraft, Phillip Bartlett, John 
Vaughan, Veronne Carter, and 
Stephanie Junker have joined 
DBA Members Aaron Sher-
man, David Wilcox, David 
Speas, Anton Folz, and Ashley 
Mew in ministering in Hardin 
County. Local leadership and 
lay members have joined to-
gether in great unity and dedi-
cated labors to see the church 
move forward in challenging 
times. God has blessed their 
services with His presence 
and given strength for each 
day and hope for the future. 

I glesia Oasis de Amor 
(Nashville TN) has been 

busy during the pandemic 
making sure that those in 
their church and community 
not only receive spiritual min-
istry and nourishment, but 
also needed staples for physi-
cal sustenance. Meals and 
food items have been regular-
ly provided by Pastor Joel and 
Dufay Rodriguez for those in 
need and God has blessed 
their ministry in these ways. 

W estwood Wesleyan has 
been undergoing some 

amazing renovations and 
transformation as Pastors 
Nikki and Ben Quinn lead this 
Restart to be better equipped 

to reach their community. 
New ones are attending and 
ministry is happening. 
Onward and Upward in Boyd 
County KY! 

D uring the pandemic, Win-
chester Wesleyan Church 

received major renovation. 
Updated restrooms and entry, 
new chairs, carpet and paint 
in the sanctuary and a fellow-
ship hall overhaul has bright-
ened and freshened up the 
entire building. Pastor Ronn 
Pelfrey has been thrilled to 
witness recent converts lead-
ing other new ones to the 
Lord as disciples are making 
disciples and ministry is multi-
plying in Clark County KY! 

W e celebrate with Olive 
Hill Wesleyan Church as 

they recently paid off the 
mortgage on their church fa-
cility. God has blessed them 
with a new church and fellow-
ship hall in the last 10 years 
and both are now completely 
DEBT FREE! Pastor Jeremy and 
Ashley Traylor hope to contin-
ue to lead the congregation in 
impacting their community 
and seeing more lives trans-
formed in the future.  

W hen Somerset Wesleyan 
was not able to have 

their normal active midweek 
Children's Ministry due to the 
pandemic, CM Director Prin-
cess Wilson took the pro-
gram to the children and their 
families. She visited every 

home each week, doing les-
sons on front lawns, drive-
ways and porches - anywhere 
she could see and communi-
cate with the children in a 
socially distanced way. She 
taught lessons on a personal 
basis and also left crafts, 
worksheets, games and other 
things to help the children 
feel connected to and loved 
by their church. She expend-
ed a lot of effort each week to 
make this happen, but felt it 
was worth it all to keep minis-
try happening through the 
hard times. 

C loverport and Kingswood 
Wesleyan Churches have 

recently launched a new 
weekly radio broadcast minis-
try aptly titled "Onward and 
Upward!"  Pastor Darren Gil-
lespie continues to lead both 
churches through the chal-
lenges of change and uncer-
tainty caused by the pandem-
ic.  They recently blessed 
many in their community with 
an outdoor, socially distanced, 
masked up Back-To-School 
Bash and VBS (Virtual Bible 
School streamed from the 
church). New ones are being 
saved, new attendees are 
worshipping with them, new 
members are being added to 
the church, and they held a 
recent baptism in the local 
creek… both communities are 
being impacted as God truly 
leads these congregations 
Onward and Upward for 
Him!  Pastor Darren shares - 
"God is at work, even in the 
chaos!"  

 Noteworthy News 

Updates From Across the District 
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W ilson County TN has 
had some very trying 

times with Covid-19 out-
breaks. Pastors Carlos and 
Yolanda Ortiz Modesti have 
had to make adjustments 
many times to how and when 
ministry is taking place at Igle-
sia Mishkan. God is helping 
and the church continues to 
move forward. During the 
pandemic they were able to 
complete a rehab project on a 
home they had purchased 
next to the church. The supe-
rior craftsmanship of the con-
gregation's laborers helped 
them sell the home quickly. 
They will use the proceeds 
from this sale to fund future 
ministry, multiplication and 
expansion. Onward and Up-
ward in Central TN! 

N umerous pastors, 
spouses and lay mem-

bers in our congregations 
have personally had to battle 
the coronavirus in recent 
months. While many have had 
very difficult days, some with 
hospital stays and serious 
side effects, we are so grateful 
for each one that has recov-
ered and is healing well. 
Many requests have gone out 
from our District Prayer Con-
nection Coordinator Lottie 
Bridges. As we have united in 
prayer for the needs present-
ed, God has miraculously and 
graciously moved, healed and 
made a difference over and 
over again. We praise Him for 
past blessings and trust Him 
for the future. 

H ope Wesleyan in Hart-
ford KY has enjoyed out-

door services under canopies. 
God has met with them and 

Pastor Mark Hatfield indicates 
that he has enjoyed preaching 
like our circuit riding, tent 
evangelist ancestors! Many 
Wesleyan and Methodist gath-
erings in the early days were 
conducted outdoors. The pan-
demic has brought us back to 
our roots! 

S oldier Wesleyan Church 
has continued to thrive in 

ministry even in these difficult 
times. New ones have been 
saved and baptized, new 
members have been added to 
the church and they have 
found ways to minister to 
their community. Pastor Dar-
rell and Helen Puckett are 
leading the church to be out-
ward focused, stewarding 
what has been passed down 
to them and creating a legacy 
of faith, holiness and spiritual 
fervor for future generations.  

R ev Glenn Black, District 
Superintendent Emeritus, 

recently taught a Wesleyan 
History and Discipline Class 
for Ministerial Students and 
Ordained Ministers transfer-
ring to our District from other 
Denominations. The class was 
held in Maysville KY, with so-
cial distancing protocol ob-
served. The professor and 
students all testified to the 
benefit and blessing of the 
time together, examining our 
rich heritage and learning 
about who we are as Wesley-
ans. We traditionally offer this 
class each May. It is a re-
quired course for all Ministeri-
al Students and Transfers. We 
appreciate DSE Black continu-
ing his service to our District 
in this way and thank God for 
new recruits joining our minis-

try team as we seek to be a 
mighty, multiplying ministry 
force in Kentucky, Tennessee, 
and Georgia!  

F irst Wesleyan Church in 
Clinton, TN has been able 

to complete Phase 1 of its 
“Investing in the Future Cam-
paign.”  Over $20,000 has 
been raised and much need-
ed repairs have been made 
to the parsonage foundation, 
new digital signs have been 
installed and major renova-
tion and updating to the inte-
rior and exterior of the Fel-
lowship Hall has taken 
place. God has been blessing 
spiritually as well. They are 
currently hosting two in-
person services on Sunday 
morning to facilitate social 
distancing. They also 
offer many other opportuni-
ties for discipleship and minis-
try both in person and 
through media means during 
the week. God is blessing and 
leading Onward and Upward 
in Anderson County TN! 

W illard Wesleyan Church 
has been enjoying their 

safe in-person worship gath-
erings the last few months. 
They partook of socially dis-
tanced communion recently 
and are spreading out and 
wearing masks. Even with all 
of the precautions keeping 
them at a physical distance 
from one another, Pastor Da-
vid Wilcox reports that God's 
presence is binding them to-
gether with a spiritual connec-
tion, encouraging and minis-
tering to them.  He was re-
cently privileged to baptize a 
new believer.  Onward and 
Upward in Carter County KY! 
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S helbyville Wesleyan  
Church recently had a 

baptism in a local pond. Pas-
tor Megan Williamson made 
sure the event was a memora-
ble celebration with many 
special touches. God is at 
work and lives are being im-
pacted and drawn closer to 
Him! Onward and Upward in 
Shelby County KY! 

F irst Wesleyan Church of 
Nashville finished an ex-

tensive remodel and update 
of their parsonage. Many lay 
leaders from the congregation 
and other volunteers contrib-
uted time, skills, and funds to 
this project. Laborers ranged 
from teenagers to Miss Eliza-
beth - a faithful board mem-
ber in her 80s! Since none of 
their current pastors need the 
home for personal use, they 
have been privileged to host a 
missionary couple on fur-
lough for 6 months. They are 
thrilled to be using the re-
sources with which they have 
been blessed to pass that 
blessing on to others. As we 
continue to discuss and 
prayerfully seek God's leading 
on Church Restarting, Planting 
and Multiplication in the 
Nashville area in the future, a 
newly refurbished home will 
be an asset and blessing to 
help that process.  

P astor Josh Marshall has 
had the privilege of bap-

tizing several new ones re-
cently and seeing new con-
verts at Hitchins Wesleyan 
Church. When speaking of 
one of the baptisms, Pastor 
Josh shared, "It was such a 
wonderful experience... even 
in the midst of chaos, God is 

still at work touching lives. His 
presence is being experi-
enced! Spiritual transfor-
mations are still occurring!" 
While many of the church's 
traditional Summer outreach 
and ministry events had to be 
cancelled or curtailed due to 
the pandemic, they have 
found many ways to reach the 
current congregation, com-
munity and new ones. We 
celebrate with Pastor Josh and 
Erica and Hitchins Wesleyan 
Church as God is leading 
them Onward and Upward! 

T he District Board of Minis-
terial Development held 

Regional Meetings and inter-
views in May and June. Over 
130 Annual Service Reports 
were reviewed, five Ordinands 
were approved and dozens of 
students and ministers were 
interviewed. Full social dis-
tancing protocol was fol-
lowed.  While it was difficult to 
refrain from traditional hugs, 
handshakes, and pats on the 
back that usually accompany 
these times together, it was a 
blessing for all our DBMD 
Leaders, Ministerial Students, 
Licensed Ministers, and Ordi-
nation Candidates to have 
these times to listen and talk, 
share counsel and encourage-
ment, and pray together.  We 
are so genuinely grateful for 
all our Ministerial Students, 
Licensed Ministers, and Ordi-
nation Candidates who are 
such a vital part of The Wes-
leyan Church of today and 
tomorrow!  We have a bright 
future as God continues to 
call, equip, and train a future 
generation.  It is truly our priv-
ilege to help shape, encour-
age and pray for them along 
the way. 

F irst Wesleyan Church of 
Lexington recently got a 

nice update with a new piano 
and new carpeting through-
out the sanctuary. They had 
previously put new lighting, 
flooring and paint throughout 
their education and fellowship 
wing and updated their re-
strooms.  With this freshening 
up in the sanctuary the whole 
church is getting a facelift! 
Pastor Steve and Doris Rich-
mond are leading well in both 
care of their congregation and 
care of the facilities used to 
reach the local community. 
Onward and Upward in Cen-
tral Kentucky!  

W hile in-person worship 
attendance has been 

down at Ashland Heights Wes-
leyan Church, as it is many 
places due to the pandemic, 
Pastor Gene Swartz has 
shared that their online pres-
ence has allowed them to 
connect with and minister to 
many individuals who are not 
currently part of their church 
family. Some who have been 
invited many times but have 
not yet taken that step are 
connecting with them online, 
being blessed by the church 
and pastor's ministry.  God 
can use upheaval and disrup-
tion for His glory as we faith-
fully serve and follow Him! 

G race Chapel Wesleyan 
has found many ways to 

minister and serve their com-
munity during the pandemic. 
Pastor Tim and Libby Masters 
have been involved in deliver-
ing meals to those in need, 
services in the parking lot 
have blessed their neighbors 
and ministry online and in 
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person has been blessed with 
God's presence. In addition, 
they have continued to spruce 
up their facility - re-painting 
the entire sanctuary, installing 
a lift chair between floors and 
other improvements. Onward 
and Upward in Madison 
County KY! 

F OCUS Wesleyan Church of 
Georgetown KY has been 

very busy during the pandem-
ic renovating a Habitat for 
Missions home in their com-
munity. Once the home is 
sold, proceeds from the sale 
will be used to bless the Wes-
leyan Church of Uganda - a 
longtime ministry partner of 
FOCUS. Pastor Anton Folz and 
dedicated lay leaders have 
given hundreds of hours in 
labors to see this transfor-
mation and sale become a 
reality. We hope to share 

more details and photos in a 
future issue, but we celebrate 
with them now as they near 
the completion of this months 
long process! 

I glesia Caminando con Jesus 
has taken a very methodical 

and structured approach to 
reopening. Numerous week-
end services are held to acco-
modate their congregation in 
a socially distant manor. Local 
church leadership have been 
divided into several teams to 
serve and minister at these 
services. While it will be a joy 
for them when the entire con-
gregation is able to worship in 
person as one once again, 
Pastor Miguel and Betty Funes 
have reported that God's 
presence has been very real. 
They usually host numerous 
FLAMA classes for ministerial 
students during the year. 

Those events have had to 
move to an online format cur-
rently, but students are still 
progressing in their studies, 
discipleship is taking place 
and ministry is advancing! 

P astor Steve Sandefur was 
blessed to take in a new 

member at Concord Wesleyan 
Church recently. 

G reenup Wesleyan Church 
members enjoyed several 

pleasant church out-
ings before the pandemic 
struck. Whether gathering for 
a meal at a local restaurant or 
taking a trip to Ohio Amish 
Country, Lay Leaders Herman 
and Sue Wood have men-
tioned that the times together 
have drawn the congregation 
closer to one another and 
been a real blessing!  


