
 

Coming Events in KY-TN District  
Apr 11 --------------------------------------------------------- Pastor Recall Sunday 

Apr 29-May 1 ----------------------------------------- Men’s Retreat, Harlan KY 

May 4 --------------- Maysville Camp Board Meeting, Maysville KY, 6 PM 

May 8 ------------------------ Eastern DBMD Meeting, FWC—Lexington KY 

May 15 ------------------------- Western DBMD Meeting, Elizabethtown KY 

May 22 ---------------------------- Full DBMD Meeting, FWC—Lexington KY 

Jun 10-11 ---------------------------------- Spring Ladies Retreat, Wilmore KY 

Jun 21-25 -------------------------------- Maysville Youth Camp, Maysville KY 

Jul 4-10 -- Cumberland Grove Family & Youth Camps, Jamestown TN 

Jul 11-16 ----------------------------------- Maysville Kids Camp, Maysville KY 

Jul 23 -------------------------------- District Conference, Lexington KY, 9 AM 

Jul 26 – Aug 1 ------------------------- Maysville Family Camp, Maysville KY 

Sept 8-11 ----------------------------------------------- BYF Retreat, Maysville KY 

Sept 17-19 -------------------------------- Fall Ladies Retreat, Jamestown TN 

Oct 8-10 --------------------------------------- Fall Youth Retreat, Maysville KY 

 

While we are planning on and looking forward to these events, 

we recognize changes may be necessary due to the pandemic. 

Please check with your pastor or the District Facebook page 

for updates and the most current information on events. 

Rev. Aaron P. Sherman 

District Superintendent 

3677 Gloucester Drive 

Lexington, KY 40510 

FB  KY-TN District of The Wesleyan Church  

EMAIL  kytndistrict@gmail.com 

WEB  kytnwesleyan.com 

OFFICE  859.259.3209 

T he pandemic has creat-
ed a disconnect within 

the church. People are dis-
connected from people. 
People are disconnected 
from church. People are 
disconnected 
from assem-
bling together 
and doing life 
together. Hope-
fully this season 
of separation 
and distancing 
has not discon-
nected you from 
God also. When 
I reach out and 
connect to my 
church family or 
cross paths with 
someone from 
our congrega-
tion, I receive 
one question 
more than any 
other:  
“How is the 
church?”  
Perhaps some 
of you that have 
not been to in-
person gather-
ings recently have had sim-
ilar thoughts and questions 
about your church.  

I certainly understand 
the question and deeply 
appreciate the concern and 
interest it expresses.  Usu-

ally in response, I offer a 
detailed update on the 
state of the church, our 
ministries, our finances, 
our services, and our peo-
ple.  However, the more I 

have thought about this 
question, the more I feel 
pressed to return the ques-
tion to the sender.  Paul 
tells us in 1 Timothy that 
the church is the people.  
The building is not the 

church.  The pastor is not 
the church.  We the believ-
ers are the church!  So, 
I ask you — The Church —
“How is the church?”  How 
are you?  Are you as close 
to God as you desire to be?  
Are you as close to God as 
you should be?  Are you as 
close to God as He desires 

you to be?  Are you giving 
God your full attention, or 
are you distracted by eve-
rything that is going on in 
your life and in our world? 
Are you actively seeking the 

How’s the Church? 
— by Rev. Ashley Mew, Senior Pastor 
Gordon Lake Wesleyan Church — LaFayette, GA 

— To Page 2 — 
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O ur nation has just come 
through a contentious 

and divided election year. 
Tempers have flared, words 
have been used as weapons, 
and actions have spiraled out 
of control across the land. 
Some are jubilant about politi-
cal changes they sense are 
coming.  Others are facing 
great discouragement and 
fear over those same ex-
pected changes. Everyone has 
a different perspective on 
events of 2020, and everyone 
has an opinion!  

I have been grieved by atti-
tudes I have witnessed and 
words that have been spoken 
and written by many profess-
ing Christians during this time. 
I fear we may be losing the 

right perspective regard-
ing our proper role as Chris-
tians in this world. I have per-
sonally been pondering and 
praying about the events of 
the last 12-18 months.  

As I have processed the 
current condition of our na-
tion and my own concerns for 
the future, I have often been 
reminded of the scripture 
commonly known as "The 
Lord's Prayer."  When Jesus 
taught His followers to pray, 
after taking time to 
acknowledge and worship 
God as our Father and Lord of 
all, the very first petition He 
instructed them to request 
was for God's kingdom to 
come and God's will to be 
done.  
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face of God?  Are you drawing 
closer to Him each day and 
experiencing a rich and full 
Christian walk?   

How is the church? 
I ask these tough ques-

tions, because you matter to 
God, the church matters to 
God, and the spiritual health 
of the church really matters to 
God!  The pandemic and sub-
sequent changes have not 
changed God's desire that His 
people be vibrant, healthy, 
fruitful followers. Hopefully 
you are encountering God in a 
fresh way every day. God de-
sires that we seek Him.  God 
desires that we keep our eyes 
on Him. God desires full devo-

tion to Him. God wants us to 
be attentive to Him, listening 
to His voice speaking to us 
and accordingly making need-
ed adjustments in our 
lives.  Jeremiah 29 says, “You 
will seek me and find me 
when you seek me with all 
your heart.”  Are you seeking 
the face of God every day, 
with all your heart?  God 
wants us to move closer and 
closer to Him through seeking 
His face, and He wants us to 
do it with our whole heart!  

It's a great time to make or 
renew a strong commitment 
to seek God through prayer, 
fasting, Bible reading, wor-
ship, meditation and thought-
ful listening. It's a great time 

to commit to seek Him whole-
heartedly, determining 
that our relationship with Him 
will be our top priority. When 
we make this decision and 
follow through with our ac-
tions, we bring the presence 
and power of God into our 
daily life — we're promised 
that if we draw near to God, 
He will draw near to us! 
(James 4:8) 

How's the Church?  May 
our own actions of drawing 
closer to God and the result-
ing nearness of His Presence 
in our life allow us to give a 
resounding answer— “The 
Church is doing great; the 
Church is triumphant; the 
Church is alive and well!” 

— From Page 1 — 
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I am afraid that many 
Christians today are hoping 
and praying for specific politi-
cal outcomes that will estab-
lish an earthly political king-
dom that fits their beliefs and 
desires. I sense that many 
really want their preferences, 
their will and their way in 
what happens in our nation.  

Christians have an interest-
ing position in this world.   We 
certainly should exercise God 
given rights to worship and 
vote.  We should take an ac-
tive and participating interest 
in the governance of this won-
derful nation which we are 
blessed to call home.  We 
should pray for our leaders 
and seek to see Christian prin-
ciples be a part of our nation's 
law and leadership.  However, 
we must always remember 
that this world is not our final 
home — we are most im-
portantly citizens of an eter-
nal kingdom called to do 
God's work while we are 
here . Ultimately, we should 
be MOST interested and 
MOST active working to 
see God's Kingdom advance 
and God's will being done  
Yes, we should be cognizant 
of what is going on around us, 
yes we should be active in 
letting our Christian voice be 
heard, yes we should do our 
part to see our nation that 
was founded as a Christian 
nation hold true to our god-
ly heritage, but… ultimately 
we should be most engaged 
in spiritual labors and praying 
for God's Kingdom to come 
and His will to be done in all 
things — recognizing when we 
pray that way, things may not 
always happen the way we 
think they should.  

It is interesting to notice 
that throughout scripture and 

history, God has used difficult 
times, times of national de-
cline and want, times of op-
pression and distress to ad-
vance His kingdom and see 
people's focus and perspec-
tive aligned to what is actually 
most important.  Jesus spent 
much time ministering to peo-
ple that were greatly op-
pressed by an evil, ungod-
ly government. He taught and 
served in a religious environ-
ment that fell far short of 
God's calling and plan for His 
people. Even in this culture 
however, Jesus spent far more 
time calling sinners to repent-
ance (in a loving way) and 
calling His followers to per-
sonal holiness, spiritual fervor 
and Christian ministry than 
He spent urging them to 
change, overthrow, or influ-
ence the political and religious 
governance of the day.  

Real change, positive 
change, lasting change in a 
nation starts when God's 
people are filled with His 
Spirit, God's people are  
focused on the spiritual 
needs of the day, God's peo-
ple are praying for His King-
dom to come and His will to 
be done.  

I truly believe if we want to 
see situations change in our 
nation, more than shouting, 
preaching, discussing or ac-
tively promoting / decrying 
any political agenda — we 
must personally be renewed 
and filled with His presence.  
We must seek to be reaching 
lost individuals with the life-
changing gospel of Jesus 
Christ. We must be engaged 
in teaching, discipling and 
laboring to see others filled 
with His Spirit, sanctified 
wholly, transformed and 
made new in Him. We must 

be ministering to the hurts 
and brokenness of the needy 
around us.  

When we do this, we cer-
tainly are pursuing His will as 
revealed in scripture. We are 
also planting seeds that will 
bring an actual harvest of real 
change in our nation and 
world. When the church is a 
thriving healthy part of His 
Kingdom, we will be influenc-
ing our society every day in 
far more weighty measures 
than any speech we can 
make, stand we can take, vote 
we can cast or Facebook post/
opinion we can express.  

I’m not trying to add my 
voice to an already loud ca-
cophony of opinion, frustra-
tion, and ideas.  I do want to 
personally go on record that 
in regards to our nation that I 
love and thank God for, in the 
days ahead I will spend my 
time working and praying to 
see God's Kingdom advance 
on earth.  I know when I pray 
and live this way, I am doing 
as He taught, and my focus is 
truly on what is most vital — a 
spiritual kingdom.  

I also know that as His 
Kingdom comes and His will is 
done, it will have drastic and 
lasting effect on all aspects of 
our nation, our world and 
eternity! In the days ahead, I'd 
love for you to join me, pray-
ing as our Savior taught us —  

—Rev. Aaron P. Sherman 
District Superintendent

“Our Father,Who art in 

Heaven,hallowed be Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in Heaven…”  
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G od has been moving at 
Westwood Wesleyan — 

even in the midst of trying 
times.  Dealing with the pan-
demic has been hard for all of 
us.  It can be discouraging 
when we aren’t able to minis-
ter as we had planned or do 
the things we had hoped to 
do for Kingdom advancement. 
Sometimes we feel like what 
we have done isn’t enough.   

However, in those times, 
when we take time to reflect 
and listen to God speaking to 
us, we are often able to see 
ways God has worked and 
moved even when things did-
n’t go as we had planned, and 
we have faced challenges and 
gone through difficult times.  
Regardless of what we are 
going through, God calls us to 
be faithful and follow 
His lead. When we do 
our part, God promis-
es to do His part and 
work all things to-
gether for good! 
There have been 
some discouraging 
and difficult days at 
Westwood Wesleyan 
during the pandemic, but as 
Pastors Nikki and Ben Quinn 
have reflected on those times, 
they have seen how God has 
been working in amazing 
ways - in spite of all the 
changed plans, disappoint-
ments and difficulties. 

In 2019, Pastors Nikki and 
Ben had a dream for 2020 to 
refresh the outside of the 
church with a new coat of 
paint and hopefully begin 
some remodeling on the in-
side as well. While praying, 

developing a vision and put-
ting together a financial plan 
for this project, they received 
a call from a 
friend in Michi-
gan saying that 
they would like 
to bring a team 
to help with the 
exterior paint-
ing at the 
church.   

In July 2020, a 
work team of 54 
people (made up of families) 
arrived in Westwood for a 
week of hands on ministry. 
That team and the congrega-
tion of Westwood were not 
only able to get the outside 
painted, but major renova-
tion, remodeling and refresh-
ing were completed on the 

inside as well, using funds 
raised and brought by the 
generous team from sister 
Wesleyan churches in Michi-
gan.  Daily meals for the team 
were provided by members of 
Westwood Wesleyan.   

In addition, with grant 
funds that were received, a 
much-needed addition to the 
Fellowship Hall was complet-
ed in 2020 – nearly doubling 
the seating capacity and in-
creasing possibilities for fu-
ture ministry use. Members of 

the Westwood church and the 
extended Quinn family were 
able to remodel the existing 

Fellowship Hall 
to match the 
beautiful new 
addition. While 
many things 
didn’t go as 
planned last 
year, the 
Quinns have 
been so 
blessed to real-

ize that all in all, over $32,000 
was raised to see updates to 
the Westwood facilities, well 
exceeding all that they had 
expected would be accom-
plished in one year! 

The congregation is enjoy-
ing the newly updated fresh 
and inviting spaces and the 

buzz it has started in 
the community is 
palpable.  Pastor Nik-
ki mentions, “There 
have been a number 
of people who have 
stopped to tell us that 
the building looks 
fantastic or that they 
appreciate us contin-

uing to enhance Westwood.”  
Pastor Ben accepted a long-
term substitute teaching job 
in the local school system in 
order to build relationships. 
He was thrilled when a fellow 
teacher said, “Westwood Wes-
leyan is truly ending up to be 
a staple of the community.”  
God has used physical and 
visible facility changes to re-
veal to the community that He 
is working and moving in this 
zip code! 

Westwood’s top focus dur-

District Restart Feature 

Building Renovations and Relationships 
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ing this time of COVID has 
been on relationships.  One- 
on-one discipleship and so-
cially distanced small groups 
have continued.  A meaningful 
Ladies Bible study was recent-
ly completed.  Many books 
were given free of charge to 
women in the church and oth-
ers who may not have been 
able to attend but were able 
to read/study on their own. 
This ministry has been a real 
blessing to those who have 
participated. Some who are 
able have been taking Sunday 
afternoon hikes together.  
This time of fellowship culti-
vating church family connec-
tion is able to happen while 
socially distancing outside. 
New attendees have joined 
the hikes and God has used 
these times as opportunities 
for meaningful conversations 
and discipleship.  

This past summer they 
started having Drive-In Satur-
day night services featuring 
lots of music in an effort to 
encourage community mem-

bers.  The church sits on a hill 
overlooking the valley below 
and their hope was that the 
music from the parking lot 
would travel throughout the 
community and be a blessing.  
After several weeks of minis-
tering this way only a handful 
of cars would show up.  Pas-
tor Nikki admits that at times 
she felt discouraged, wonder-
ing if this ministry was really 
making a difference.  

Recently, Pastors Ben and 
Nikki were outside changing 
the church sign and a man 
riding by on his bicycle 
stopped to chat.  They had 
not met him before and dur-
ing the conversation he said 
“You remember when you 
had those worship nights this 
summer?  My friend and I 
would sit out on my porch in 
the valley each week just so 
we could hear that music.  
That was amazing!”   

Another young lady shared 
that she had only come a cou-
ple of times to the Drive-In 
nights, but it brought her back 

to the need for worship in her 
life. After the services she 
would continue worshipping 
on her 30-minute drive home 
and drew closer to God in 
those times.  She has since 
become a regular part of the 
Westwood congregation, wor-
shipping in person each week 
and participating in other 
ministry as well.   

Many times the results of 
following God’s leading in 
ministry endeavors are not 
immediately apparent. As we 
do what He calls us to do, we 
can rest assured that He IS 
working behind the scenes! 
The Quinns and Westwood 
Wesleyan have many testimo-
nies that share this truth! 

God is surely using the min-
istry of Pastors Nikki and Ben 
and Westwood Wesleyan 
Church!  We are excited to see 
all that He will do in the days 
ahead. His faithfulness contin-
ues! From renovations to rela-
tionships, God is moving His 
Church Onward and Upward 
in Boyd County KY! 
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O n October 31, 
2020 our Dis-

trict was privileged to 
ordain five individu-
als in a special ser-
vice in Chattanooga 
TN. The ordination 
ceremony was a cele-
bration of God's call-
ing and equipping in 
their lives and the 
culmination of years 
of educational, spir-
itual and practical 
preparation.  

Our General Su-
perintendent Dr. 
Wayne Schmidt 
preached a simple 
yet powerful mes-
sage from John 15 on 
“Do Nothing” Ministry.  He 
challenged all present to 
“Remain” in Christ!  He re-
minded the ordinands that 
while they can be busy with-
out remaining in Him, they 
cannot be fruitful without 
remaining and abiding in 
Christ. DS Aaron Sherman led 
the service, with the Act of 
Ordination overseen by GS 
Schmidt. They were assisted 
throughout the ceremony by 
Assistant DS Dr. MC Tolbert, 
DBMD Executive Representa-
tive Rev. David Lucas, DBMD 
Secretary Dr. Phil Perkins, and 
DBMD Ministerial Member 
Rev. Ronn Pelfrey. DBA Lay 
Member Lottie Bridges pro-
vided beautiful music ministry 
on the piano.  

The ordinands were pre-
sented with a meaningful Bi-
ble of their choosing and were 
charged with preaching the 
Word of God with authority. 

Congregational hymns re-
minded those gathered of 
God's provision (Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness) and our personal 
responsibility as Christians  
(A Charge To Keep I Have). 

 We thank God for all our 
ordinands: Rev. Phillip and 
Jessica Bartlett (Assistant Pas-
tor, Gordon Lake Wesleyan 
Church, LaFayette GA), Rev. 
Blanca Gill (Assistant Pastor 
for Hispanic Ministries, First 
Wesleyan Church, Nashville 
TN), Rev. Juan Gill (Assistant 
Pastor for Hispanic Ministries, 
First Wesleyan Church, Nash-
ville TN), Rev. Ashley and Mitzi 
Mew (Senior Pastor, Gordon 
Lake Wesleyan Church, LaFa-
yette GA) and Rev. Jason and 
Valerie Stark (Assistant Pastor, 
New Life Community Church, 
Lexington KY).  

Each of these individuals 
has walked unique and spe-
cial paths that led him/her to 

this point. Each one is being 
used of God to help lead our 
District Onward and Upward 
through local church ministry. 
The 2020 Ordinands are serv-
ing in all three states our Dis-
trict encompasses - Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and Georgia. We 
are praying for many more 
called clergy and lay leaders 
to rise up and help spread the 
good news of salvation, heart 
holiness and Spirit-filled living 
throughout this region that 
has been entrusted to us.  

Although the pandemic did 
affect in-person attendance, a 
good number of family and 
friends were present in the 
socially distanced and masked 
up environment to celebrate 
and worship together. Many 
more were able to participate 
via live-streaming or were 
able to view the video of the 
service posted on the District 
Facebook page.  

Noteworthy News 

Five Ministers Ordained in Chattanooga 

Ordinands & Spouses with General & District Superintendents, and DBMD Members 
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Following the service, Mel 
Hill from Gordon Lake Wesley-
an, assisted by Beth Pickering 
from Faith Community Wes-
leyan provided a wonder-
ful reception. Desserts with 
special significance to each 
ordinand were beautifully 
prepared and served with 

other treats as well. 
Just as a conquering army 

must have gifted and dedicat-
ed leaders to take new territo-
ry, the Church of Jesus Christ 
advances with the leadership 
of called, equipped, commit-
ted and Spirit-filled men and 
women who step up to lead 

forward, expanding His king-
dom. We pray for God's con-
tinued anointing and blessing 
on these minister's lives and 
labors in the days ahead and 
look forward to seeing multi-
plied impact in their local 
communities because of their 
service to Him!  
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P astor Gordon Sampsel 
was saved from a rough 

and sinful background in his 
mid-20s, thanks to the faithful 
ministry, prayers and influ-
ence of a local Wesleyan pas-
tor in a small town in south-
ern Ohio.  

God delivered him from 
many past harmful addictions 
and evil pursuits and he was 
completely transformed by 
the power of the Holy Spirit – 
a new creature in Christ!  

After conversion, Gordon 
assumed he would continue 
the work he had been doing 
for the railroad – just living as 
a Christian now, but God had 
other plans for his life.  God 
led him to Kentucky Mountain 
Bible College where two 
lifechanging things took place 
—he was called to preach and 
met his future wife Carmen. 

After graduating from 
KMBC, God provided Gordon 
with numerous different op-
portunities to serve His 
Church, including pastoring 
two Wesleyan congregations 
in Ohio and a Kentucky Moun-
tain Holiness Association 
church in Kentucky, minister-
ing as a DJ at WMTC, an East-
ern Kentucky Christian radio 
station, and serving as Boy’s 
Dorm Supervisor at Mount 
Carmel Christian School.  

Interestingly, while Gordon 
and Carmen met when they 
were students at KMBC, they 
didn’t marry at that time. They 
kept in contact, mainly 
through phone conversations 
over the ensuing years. While 
he hadn’t actually seen her in 
over 6 years, Gordon called 

her one morning in 1994 and 
asked her to marry him, and 
she said, “Yes!”  They were 
married later that year and 
have served God together in 
ministry for over 26 years.  

God has blessed and used 
them in many ways the last 
quarter of a century – in addi-
tional pastoral roles, serving 
as program director and in 
other positions at Christian 
radio stations and leading a 
local holiness Camp.  

At one point, serious illness 
confined Gordon to a wheel-
chair for 30 months. God 
touched his body and he was 
able to start walking again. He 
continued to struggle physi-
cally but was able to serve in 
ministry as an Assistant Pas-
tor at County Line Wesleyan 
Church in Michigan for eight 
years, and he blessed other 
area churches with pulpit sup-
ply ministry during that time 

as well. In 2017, following an-
other surgery, Pastor Gordon 
sensed a very definite touch 
from God and soon began to 
experience greater health and 
strength than he had enjoyed 
in years.  

God began to show the 
Sampsels that he wanted 
them in full-time pastoral 
ministry and they sensed his 
leading back to the Southern 
Ohio/Eastern KY area. God 
opened the door for them to 
be called as the Pastor of 
Pikeville Wesleyan Church in 
the summer of 2020.  

While the pandemic slowed 
down some aspects of the 
transition, they knew God was 
at work in the many ways he 
brought it to pass. Their home 
in Michigan sold for full price 
in eight days and they were 
warmly welcomed by their 
new church family at Pikeville 
Wesleyan.  

New Pastor Particulars 

Dynamic Ministry in Eastern Kentucky 
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Since arriving in Pikeville in 
August 2020, Pastor Gordon 
shares that God has continu-
ally been helping them. More 
and more people have been 
coming to church. At their 
Christmas Program on Dec. 
20th they had 45 people in the  
service, a record number for 
the church since the start of 
the pandemic. He looks for-
ward to reaching out to the 
community in more ways in-
cluding door to door ministry 
as things in their area increas-
ingly open up. One of the sur-
prise blessings they have ex-
perienced at PWC is the num-
ber of teens that attend the 
service – recently 11 teens 
made up nearly 25% of the 
congregation.  

The Sampsels are looking 
forward to reestablishing Sun-
day School ministry and 
Wednesday evening Bible 

Study/Prayer Meeting, as well 
as midweek youth and teen 
groups as the pandemic dissi-
pates and additional services 
become a possibility. Prior to 
the last shutdown, Carmen 
had started a youth club on 
Wednesday evenings averag-
ing 7-10 kids.  

While they have never had 
any children of their own, 
they have hosted numerous 
exchange students from Chi-
na, South Korea, Italy, Brazil, 
Japan, Spain, Denmark, and 
Mexico. They have treasured 
these opportunities to build 
relationships and enjoy minis-
tering to young people.  

Since they have been at 
Pikeville they have faced 
some trying times as well. 
They recently lost three mem-
bers of their congregation to 
death in a short period of 
time — longtime member 

Beth Furman after a lengthy 
illness — and two of their 
younger members — Kyle 
Kessler, 29 and Marsha Thack-
er, 50 — both of those deaths 
very unexpected.  

They request prayer for 
God’s comfort for the church 
and these families as they 
seek to move forward in 2021, 
as well as his continued hand 
of healing for others in the 
congregation that are strug-
gling in various ways. Ulti-
mately, they are asking God to 
help them lead PWC to have a 
thriving and dynamic ministry 
to the lost, hurting and needy 
people of Pike County KY. 

We welcome the Sampsels 
to our District Ministry Team 
and look forward to seeing 
how God uses them in mighty 
ways in the years ahead!   

Onward and Upward in 
Eastern Kentucky! 
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D an and Margie Campbell 
are the “real deal!”  Their 

actions have matched their 
words as they have lived faith-
ful, dedicated, self-less, loving 
lives of service to the Lord 
and to others.  Former Pastor 
Keith Biddle commented, 
“They were always looking for 
opportunities to give God the 
glory.  You would need a 
whole set of encyclope-
dias, not just a single 
book, to talk about all 
the skills and gifts and 
the wonderful personal-
ities of the Campbells.” 

They first began at-
tending the Pilgrim Ho-
liness Church at 5th and 
Iowa in Louisville in 
their youth.  Dan 
moved to Louisville 
when he was 11 years 
old and began attend-
ing.  Margie moved to 
Louisville to live with 
her sister after she lost 
her parents in a tragedy 
in the 8th grade.  The 
two met in 1951 at the 
church and were mar-
ried there in 1954.  The 
Campbells just celebrat-
ed their 67th Wedding 
Anniversary on January 
15!  The church eventu-
ally became Wellman Wesley-
an and the couple are still at 
the heart of it.  Soon after 
their marriage, Dan began 
serving on the LBA and served 
for over 58 years, many of 
those as Secretary and Treas-
urer.  Dan kept meticulous 
notes and several have said if 
you needed to know anything 
about Wellman Church, call 

Dan. He’ll know.  His notes 
give testament for his love of 
his church and for knowing 
that the important work of 
the church needs attention to 
detail.  When he stepped 
down from his position, he 
had volumes of organized 
files to help the new secretary 
carry on the work of the 
church.  Dan also served on 

the DBA from 1985 to 2010 
and both he and Margie 
served numerous times as 
Delegates to District Confer-
ence and Dan was honored to 
serve as Delegate to General 
Conference as well.  

Dan and Margie also loved 
singing and sharing that with 
others.  Dan served as Song 
Leader from 1960 to 2016.  

They were also song evange-
lists.  The two toured with 
Marvin and May Pavey, fellow 
Wellman members, singing as 
a quartet around Louisville, 
Indiana and Ohio.  They sang 
at Revivals and Camp Meet-
ings and loved sharing their 
love for the Lord through 
song.  Margie recalls loading 
up the car after everyone got 

off work, Marvin eat-
ing his sandwich for 
dinner in the car, as 
they drove hours to 
the Revival where they 
would sing.  They have 
very fond memories of 
the years they spent 
singing as the quartet 
and only stopped 
touring after having 
children — “We could-
n’t all fit in the car to-
gether anymore,” Mar-
gie laughed.    
     The Campbells 
have always been the 
heartbeat of Wellman 
— people who are 
dedicated to the 
church and its mis-
sion.  They have faith-
fully served so many 
years in so many 
ways, from facilities 
and maintenance to 

fixing meals and loving oth-
ers. They have a heart for 
people and relationships said 
current Pastor Steve Johns.  
“Even as they are unable to 
attend currently due to Dan’s 
health and the difficulty 
COVID brings, Margie will still 
check in on someone in the 
church almost daily.  They 
have helped so many people 
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through difficult times.”  Mar-
gie’s encouraging heart and 
nurturing spirit has uplifted so 
many.  Rev. Biddle mentioned, 
“She has been able to turn 
adversity into blessings for 
others.”  They have always 
worked quietly behind the 
scenes and were also a strong 
support to the 16 pastors that 
have pastored at Wellman 
(and the Pilgrim Holiness 
Church) during their time 
there.  Always asking 
“anything we can do to help”, 
willing to lend a hand but nev-
er needing it to be their way. 
When the church decided that 
it was time to buy a new par-
sonage, Dan met with 
the developer and was 
able to arrange for a 
large discount for the 
church.  That home, 
built in 1965, became 
the parsonage, right 
beside Dan and Margie’s 
home.  They have en-
joyed the close relation-
ships they have had with 
their pastors and their 
families.  “We have loved 
living next door to so 
many wonderful pastors 
through the years.  It 
was especially fun when they 
had young children.”  Dan and 
Margie have one daughter, 
Dana and son-in-law Jim Bibb 
and one granddaughter Emily 
and husband, Jordan Schaefer 
who live in Louisville.  They 
also add numerous others 
who are as close as family.   

One of those families is our 
District Superintendent Aaron 
Sherman, his wife Hannah 
and their children.  While Rev. 
Sherman was serving as pas-
tor of Wellman, the families 
became very close and the 
Sherman children have adopt-
ed the Campbells as addition-

al grandparents and the 
Campbells feel the same way 
about them.  Our families are 
so close said Margie.  “We’ve 
enjoyed watching the children 
grow and getting to spend 
time with them on their birth-
days, Christmases, and even 
going on vacation together. 
They are so special to us and 
we so appreciate all Brother 
Aaron did for our church and 
is now doing for the District.”   

Rev. Sherman has so many 
wonderful things to say about 
the Campbells as well.  “It has 
been a true joy to know Dan 
and Margie Campbell as their 
pastor, neighbor, co-laborers 

in District ministry and 
“adopted” family.  They glow 
with the presence of the Holy 
Spirit and have had lasting 
influence on hundreds of peo-
ple they have loved and 
served.  Their spiritual fervor 
and love for God were 
matched with amazing practi-
cal, loving and tangible minis-
try to their fellow man.  All of 
their labors for the Lord were 
done with great humility and 
compassion.  Like Mary of 
scripture – it could definitely 
be said – “They have done 
what they could!” 

Although this article is a 

tribute to Dan and Margie, 
Margie wanted to make sure 
to thank her church and a few 
people, which speaks to the 
very nature of the kind of peo-
ple Dan and Margie are. Mar-
gie said “So many people have 
been good to us.  Our church 
is a praying church and a 
church that loves.  God has 
blessed us in so many ways 
and He continues to do that.  
We are so thankful for the 
pastors who have lived next 
door to us and served us.  We 
remain close to many… the 
Abneys, the Biddles, the Sher-
mans, the Johnses.  Brother 
Sherman still calls me most 

every Sunday and we 
spend time with Han-
nah and the children 
every week.  Pastor 
Johns has been a very 
present help in times of 
trouble.  He is here 
daily helping and has 
been a God-send.” 
     The Campbells are 
wonderful models of 
what it looks like to 
serve God with your 
whole heart. “They are 
living examples of seek-
ing first the Kingdom of 

God.  They have spent their 
lives putting God and His 
work through the local church 
first and foremost in all they 
do,” said Rev. Sherman.   

Our next generation has a 
great example in how to lead 
the church forward through 
service and dedication, love 
and faith.  May we each rise to 
the occasion to see lives 
transformed and the Body of 
Christ magnified!   

Thank you, Campbells, for 
all that you have done and 
continue to do!  As it says in 
scripture, “Well done, good 
and faithful servants!”  
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F OCUS Wesleyan Church 
has had a long history with 

the Wesleyan Church of Ugan-
da.  In fact, it was part of their 
charter when the church be-
gan 15 years ago.  FOCUS on 
Uganda, the international mis-
sion arm of the small church 
in Georgetown, KY initially 
began by coming along side 
the church of Uganda by 
sending people to help train 
pastors at the request of the 
forming church there.   

This then blossomed into 
training laity and providing 
additional instruction to 
teachers, Sunday School 
teachers, parenting skills, 
business skills, and evange-
lism all within the constructs 
of Jesus, the church-His body, 
being center.  During the 15+ 
year relationship, the church 
in Uganda has become its 
own Wesleyan District and 
one of the founding pastors, 
Lucas Hamirie, has become 
Bishop.  The church has 
grown from an initial approxi-
mately 15 congregations to 

over 70 across Uganda and 
Kenya.  And although, they 
don’t have “zip codes”, they 
are having a truly transforma-
tional presence in so many 
places across the country! 

FOCUS has also been in-
volved with many physical-
needs projects from providing 
bicycles for pastors who have 
to travel long distances, to 
basket making initiatives for 
income generation for wom-
en, to clean water wells, bio-
gas systems, fish ponds, 
worming medicine and the 
building of church buildings.   
Over 20 members of FOCUS 
have traveled to Uganda un-
der the guidance of Lay Lead-
er, Linda Griffith, to serve in 
short and long-term mission 
trips, and 78 others have trav-
eled on these same mission 
teams because of the connec-
tion with members at FOCUS.   

The newest vision on the 
heart of Bishop Hamirie is to 
start a Vocational School, run 
by the church that will provide 
much-needed education that 

is costly and difficult to re-
ceive in Uganda.  This school 
will have the potential of 
teaching tailoring, brick laying, 
welding and other trades to 
those who are currently una-
ble to provide for themselves 
or their families.  It will also be 
able to provide further educa-
tion for many of the children 
who are aging out of the or-
phanage run by Promise Kids 
a Future and Bishop Hamirie’s 
wife, Prossy. 

Linda Griffith, one of the 
founders of FOCUS Wesleyan 
Church and the head of Mis-
sions was instrumental in all 
the steps that began the con-
nections with Uganda.  Linda 
caught the vision from Bishop 
Hamirie and began praying 
over a way to raise a signifi-
cant amount of capital that 
will be needed to start some-
thing of this size.  She heard 
Bill Foster of Habitat for Mis-
sions speak at District Confer-
ence and she began discus-
sions with him along with Pas-
tor Anton Folz and the Board 
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of FOCUS On Uganda.  And so, 
the search was on to find the 
perfect house that could be 
rehabbed and then sold for a 
profit that could be used to 
start the school.  Scott County 
being the fastest growing 
county in the state, found it 
difficult to secure a “fixer-
upper”.  After continued 
search, a large, stately, 3-story 
brick home in major disrepair 
in the downtown area was 
discovered and after some 
negotiations and a lot of pray-
er, was purchased by Habitat 
for Missions.  The house was 
a much larger project than the 
team had originally thought 
about pursuing but God stood 
in the gap so many times dur-
ing the project. Linda, often 
times has said “God always 
sent who we needed just at 
the time we needed them.  He 
was faithful throughout.”  

The house is 3,800 sq ft 
and had been stripped of all 
its wiring, had broken plaster 
walls, a room attached to the 
back that needed to be torn 
off and the entire back brick 
wall of the home that had to 
be taken down brick by brick, 
each one cleaned by hand 
and rebuilt.  The project was a 

huge undertaking but through 
the determination, vision, 
hard-work and dedication of 
over 80 volunteers under the 
lead of the Holy Spirit, heard 
and acted on by Linda and 
Andy Griffith and Pastor An-
ton Folz, the house has been 
restored to its natural, historic 
beauty with all the modern 
amenities.   

The main intent of the re-
hab was to raise money for 
the Vocational School but the 
amazing additional blessings 
that God poured out were 
abundant. Linda said, “The 
goal was always to help see 
the Vocational School in Ugan-
da become a reality, but the 
most remarkable thing about 
the whole project was the 
people who were willing to 
come and work. We had a 
number of dedicated people, 
but it was amazing to see the 
people who had no connec-
tion to the church or Uganda 
help too. They were dedicat-
ed, giving many hours of their 
time and their skills and they 
also caught the vision.”  Many 
new relationships and con-
nections were formed with 
volunteers.  Lots of communi-
ty members followed the pro-

gress, and in the process, 
learned about FOCUS and the 
work in Uganda. Deepened 
friendships were nurtured as 
people worked side by side.   
Contractors caught the vision 
and donated or discounted 
items.  Neighbors were minis-
tered to in new ways. 

After 13 months of work, 
the house is now complete 
and ready for a buyer.  A so-
cially distanced Open House 
was held to allow those who 
had worked at different times 
to come and see the house as 
well as interested community 
members.  It was a great day 
of celebration!   FOCUS is now 
praying for just the right buy-
er who will love the house as 
they have and allow for the 
exciting next step of helping 
to open a Vocational School in 
Uganda!   

We celebrate with FOCUS 
and all those who put in tire-
less effort to see this house 
transformed but ultimately to 
see the Kingdom grow and 
lives radically transformed 
here in Georgetown and 
across the globe in Uganda! 
Praise be to God for your 
faithfulness, your service, and 
your dedication! 
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P astor Megan Williamson 
has been serving well at 

Shelbyville Wesleyan Church. 
We asked a few questions to 
introduce her and her family. 
 
Q. Please share how the 
Lord called you to pastoral 
ministry and prepared and 
developed you into the min-
ister you are today? 
 
A. I was first called into minis-
try as a teenager but was dis-
suaded from following the call 
by a well-meaning male pas-
tor who was not supportive of 
women in ministry. I was giv-
en the impression that wom-
en do not minister in The 
Wesleyan Church.  I did not 
question or seek clarification 
on the erroneous information 
I had been given, but the call 
to ministry never diminished 
over the next 25 years.   

I knew that God had called 
me to serve him, so I went to 
nursing school, graduated, 
and served people in a medi-
cal capacity. One Sunday, the 
new pastor at The Wesleyan 
Church invited my family to 
join him at the District Ordina-
tion service later that day. 
That evening I witnessed the 
ordination of a female pastor 
and realized that I could in 
fact do what God had original-
ly called me to as a teenager!  

I was both elated and 
heartbroken at the same time 
— elated that I knew God was 
once again calling me to pas-
toral ministry and heartbro-
ken at the 25-year detour my 
life had taken.  However, God 
doesn't waste any of our ex-

periences and I 
learned many 
things on that 
detour that 
have blessed 
me in my pas-
toral ministry 
the last 13 
years. The day 
after that ordi-
nation, I began 
my educational 
journey to be-
come a pastor.  

My 25-year 
detour in nurs-
ing prepared 
me with a 
heart of compassion, a special 
understanding for those un-
dergoing a medical crisis and 
difficult journeys, the tenacity 
to see through difficult cir-
cumstances, and a serious 
dependence on God, as the 
lives of people were in my 
care. The church I attended 
where I first received my call 
and where I was still attending 
when my call was reconfirmed 
was also the home of my first 
ministry position as Assistant 
Pastor. I was fortunate to 
spend my first 13 years of 
pastoral ministry serving peo-
ple who knew me well and 
loved me as I grew in maturity 
and ability.  
 
Q. How did the Lord work in 
your transition to SWC? 
 
A. The Lord made it clear to 
me and to my family that this 
is where He wants us to serve. 
District leadership and SWC 
leaders and members 
affirmed that call as well. 

 Q. Could you share more 
about your background and 
previous ministry positions? 
 
A. I was raised in a very strict 
Catholic family. My parents 
were responsible for my solid 
foundation and faith in God, 
for which I am very thankful.  
From the time I was an infant, 
I was in church every Sunday. 
I was raised on a dairy farm in 
rural western New York. I 
have two brothers, one older 
and one younger. My mother 
passed away in 2000 of can-
cer. My father remarried 10 
years ago and lives in Arizona.  

On Friday, March 16, 1984 I 
attended a Christian concert 
at Houghton College Chapel in 
Houghton, New York and ac-
cepted Jesus as my Savior. 
Interestingly, in September 
2013 I was ordained as a pas-
tor in the Wesleyan Church at 
the same Houghton College 
Chapel. What a journey!  

For the past 13 years I have 
served as an Assistant Pastor 

New Pastor Particulars 
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at North Park Wesleyan 
Church in Cuba, NY.  I 
functioned in many roles 
during my tenure there. I 
coordinated church out-
reach through children's 
ministry and all on-
campus children's minis-
try. I led a mid-week out-
reach service off-campus 
at a local coffee house. I 
worked as the coordina-
tor for the local Council of 
Churches Food Pantry, as 
well as the Holiday Assis-
tance Program for fami-
lies in need. I preached in 
Sunday services and pro-
vided pastoral care and 
counsel to the congrega-
tion as well.  I served two 
terms as the Western 
New York District Chil-
dren's Ministry Director.  

I have participated in 
numerous speaking en-
gagements, including camp 
speaker engagements, and 
have led various educational 
meetings and conversations 
at both district and denomi-
national functions. In the last 
13 years, I have had the joy 
and privilege of leading 300 
plus people into a relationship 

with Christ. I have seen God 
do amazing things that only 
he can orchestrate. He is so 
good if we are but willing. 
 
Q. What energizes you 
about ministering in your 
local community? 
 

A. I am ener-
gized when I 
see God moving 
and changing 
lives through 
the relation-
ships we invest 
in and form 
with our com-
munity. 
 
Q. Please 
share recent 
joys and exam-
ples of how 
the Lord has 
blessed in the 
church. 

A. We have a wonderful older 
congregant who recently 
gained the courage to pray 
out loud in a group setting, 
and this same ray of sunshine 
was baptized in October! 
Praise God!  (She is pictured 
above with Pastor Meg.) 

More recently, We have 
now begun regular youth min-
istry meetings. One of our LAC 
members Joe Snider is pursu-
ing lay ministry education. We 
have appointed a new special 
music director, Jewel Jackson, 
a very talented teenager.  

We had a hugely successful 
Trunk-or-Treat family ministry 
event in October with over 
400 people in attendance.   
We also had Pizza, Popcorn, 
and Painting family ministry 
event in November that was 
completely packed out — a 
great encouragement! 

We have had many more 
visitors since December, and 
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we have a new member re-
ception coming up in March.  
We have 5 new attenders.  
Our online presence has 
grown with new online at-
tenders and we have even 
received tithes in the mail 
from people in other states! 
 
Q. What goals do you have 
for your local church in the 
coming year? 
 
A. Since I have only been here 
for about eight months and 
we are currently in the middle 
of a pandemic, my primary 
goal is to help all those in my 
congregation become the 
most spiritually healthy and 
mature believers in Christ that 
they can be during this rather 
difficult season of life. As the 
pandemic dissipates, I really 
look forward to increased 
ministry outreach, disciple-
ship opportunities, and active 
community engagement. 
 
Q. What challenges can your 
District family help you 
pray about? 
 
A. I pray for the wisdom with 
which God blessed Solomon. 
Any transition has difficulties, 
but transitioning in a pandem-
ic when you have no accurate 
personal assessment of what 
the church was like before the 
pandemic is a bit crazy. It is 
more difficult to get to know 
people, to make connections, 
to know needs, and to minis-
ter effectively. This is my first 
lead pastor position and I am 
Shelbyville Wesleyan's first 
female pastor. We appreciate 
your prayers on our behalf. 
 
Q. Please share the names / 
ages of your children and a 
little about each one. 

A.  I am blessed with 4 loving 
children (pictured above): 
- Mark (31) is in the Army- 
stationed in Georgia. 
- Ryan (29) has some special 
needs, lives in Shelbyville, and 
is an amazing drummer. 
- Annie (24) lives in upstate 
New York and is a department 
coordinator for Marshalls 
stores. 
- Alex (18) is now a student at 
Indiana Wesleyan University, 
pastoral ministry studies. 
  
Q. How has your family ad-
justed to your new position? 
 
A. We are continuing to make 
adjustments.  While we have 
experienced some minor cul-
ture shock, we have loved the 
milder fall and winter climate, 
a big change from New York!  
 
Q. How can the church be-
come even more effective in 
outreach and discipleship? 

A. Any church can become 
more effective in outreach if 
we are willing to be uncom-
fortable, stop wanting the 
church to be what we want it 
to be, and seek God fervently 
for what He wants it to be. 
This requires diligence on the 
our part to follow through on 
what God has directed and 
the ability to keep focused on 
our God-given mission — the 
Great Commission. 

Discipleship is a two-way 
street.  People must hunger 
for discipleship, and we must 
be willing to engage in various 
methods to meet their needs.  
Good discipleship will engage 
in and invest in people while 
spurring them to engage in 
and invest in others.  The 
more disciplined and spiritual-
ly mature that believers are, 
the more capable they are of 
being interested in and invest-
ing in those who need the 
Good News of Jesus. 
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C hrist Community Church 
(McEwen TN) continues to 

see new converts, baptisms 
and blessings under the lead-
ership of Pastors Brandon 
and Candace Dailey. Onward 
and Upward in Western TN! 

  ———— 

S oldier Wesleyan Church 
now has a new Assistant 

Pastor.  Shawn and Chanel 
Douglas have been a part of 
SWC for the last few years and 
a vital part of the church's 
ministry.  Pastor Shawn has  
served in various roles in East-

ern Kentucky churches since 
his call to ministry years ago 
and we are blessed to wel-
come him to our District pas-
toral team.  God is continuing 
to work and move in the Sol-
dier community. People are 
being reached, salvations and 
baptisms are taking place and 
facility renovations and up-
dates are being planned. On-
ward and Upward in Carter 
and Rowan Counties!  

  ———— 

W e rejoice in the hun-
dreds of lives that Hope 

Project in Florence KY bless-
es on a weekly basis. They 
gather and distribute thou-
sands of pounds of food 

items to those in need as well 
as minister in other practical 
ways, assisting families that 
are struggling. God has used 
Pastor Dan and Kathy Tilley to 
impact and disciple numerous 
individuals in recent years. 
Some of these are now in-
volved serving in ministry with 
them. The impact of Hope 
Project is felt in three states 

(KY, OH, and IN) and Pastor 
Dan gives all glory to God for 
opening doors and providing 
opportunities to serve and 
make a difference. Onward 
and Upward in Northern KY! 

  ———— 

I glesia El Sendero in Smyrna 
TN is enjoying worshipping 

in their newly updated facility. 
Renovations that were begun 
a year ago have been com-
pleted in the last few months 
and Pastor Cirilo and Bertila 
Sanchez are ministering well 
in the beautiful new space. 

 Noteworthy News 

Updates From Across the District 
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C loverport Wesleyan 
reached out to their com-

munity in a new and unique 
way at Christmas, distributing 
"Blessings In A Bag" through-
out the village. The gift bags 
were lovingly prepared by the 
congregation, then distributed 
by hanging the bags on the 
doorknob of neighborhood 
homes. Even in times when 
social distancing and health 
and safety protocols are in 
place, CWC proved that minis-
try to others is still possible!  

  ———— 

Y outh at FOCUS Wesleyan 
Church haven’t been able 

to meet recently because of 
the rise in COVID cases but 
they were able to “come to-
gether” over a common 

goal...to bless a local nursing 
home. Youth group members 
wrote Christmas cards to be 
given out to all 58 residents of 
a local Georgetown facility 
since they have not been able 
to have in person visits 
throughout this difficult year.  

  ———— 

W e rejoice that God con-
tinues to bless Pastor 

Franklin and Rosy Bonilla as 
they lead Iglesia Alfa y Omega 
in Louisville KY ever Onward 
and Upward for Him. Many 
new ones are attending, peo-
ple are being saved, sanctified 
and called to serve. Transfor-
mations are happening in 

many lives. God is moving in 
their midst and we celebrate 
with them and pray for His 
continued presence and pro-
vision! 

  ———— 

K ingswood Wesleyan de-
cided to bless 

their community at Christmas 
by doing a Live Nativity. For 
three nights, they presented a 
living reminder of the true 
meaning of Christmas. Pastor 
Darren Gillespie shares “It 
was a way to help people fo-
cus on Christ, while being able 
to social distance. The youth 
group made up gift bags for 
families who came out - a sim-
ple way of saying, "Jesus loves 
you and we do too.” Many of 
the folks who served in the 
live nativity were community 
members who are part of 
Kingswood Wesleyan's week-
ly Drive-in services. The stable 
was built by both church at-
tendees and community 
folk...". KWC has viewed the 
pandemic as an opportunity 
to find new and innovative 
ways to bless, serve and im-
pact their community for 
Christ. God has blessed their 
efforts and real positive 
change is taking place.  

  ———— 

S helbyville Wesleyan at-
tendees participated in 

a Reverse Advent Giving Cal-
endar leading up to Christ-
mas. Each day throughout 
Advent, members 
were encouraged to put a 
specific non-perishable food 
item in a box. On Christmas 
Eve all the boxes 
were brought to church for 
distribution to a local food 
pantry. The food pantry had 
provided their list of needs, so 
those participating all 
gave the same items each 

day. Instead of opening a 
door or flap on an advent cal-
endar to receive a treat —

each day something 
was being given to those in 
true need. Another great way 
to share Christ's love! 

  ———— 

O ur two District Churches 
in Frankfort KY worked 

together to bless families in 
their city at Christmas time. 
They put together bags of 
treats to be distributed to 
children and youth they have 
ministered to in the past. Each 
bag had a devotional books 
for kids, a personal letter 
from the pastors, candy, 
Christmas snacks and other 
goodies. They were personally 

delivered to each child’s home 
before Christmas. The church-
es also assisted some local 
families with food, clothing 
and gifts. Pastors Phil Majcher 
and Steven Willingham share 
that congregants from both 
churches were energized 
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about the projects, excited to 
be a blessing to others and 
thrilled to be working togeth-
er to see practical and spiritu-
al ministry taking place in 
their city. Onward and Up-
ward in Franklin County KY! 

  ———— 

W e congratulate several 
members of our District 

that graduated from Asbury 
Seminary this past semester 
(pictured at right). 

We're blessed to have 
these dedicated individuals as 
part of our District family and 
look forward to seeing how 
God continues to bless and 
use them in the days ahead! 

  ———— 

C ongratulations to Pastor 
Jackson and Erica Freed 

who were married on Oct. 22. 
The Freeds minister through 
Awaken Louisville, one of our 
newest District Church Plants 
at the University of Louisville. 

While starting a campus 
church in the midst of a pan-
demic has been challenging 
and even frustrating at times, 
they have been blessed to 
develop a core group of 6 
leaders assisting them in mak-
ing intentional relationships 
and providing one on one 
counsel and discipleship to 
students. Seeds are being 
planted as God provides op-
portunities and we expect a 
fruitful harvest in the future!  

W e celebrate with 
First Wesleyan 

Church of Lexington 
and Pastor Steve and 
Doris Richmond on 
seven individuals re-
cently being baptized. 
Onward and Upward 
in Fayette County KY! 

  ———— 

L ike many churches in our 
District, Gordon Lake Wes-

leyan participated in Opera-
tion Christmas Child to pre-
pare Christmas packages for 
children around the world. At 
their "packing party" they had 
special prayer over the 100 
boxes they put together this 
year, praying for God's pres-
ence to bless each recipient in 
a spiritual way as the gifts 
blessed them in practical and 
tangible ways.  

  ———— 

P andemic protocol has 
caused First Wesleyan 

Church of Clinton to go to a 
two service format on Sunday 
mornings to host the congre-
gation in a distanced manner. 
God is blessing each service 
with His presence, new ones 
are attending and Pastor Da-
vid and Caroline Speas are 
leading well in challenging 
times. Onward and Upward in 
Anderson County TN! 

• Joe Powers (Kingswood), Masters in Ministry Leadership 

• Allison Clour (Wesleyan Renewal Movement), Master of Divinity 

• Christian Clour (Wesleyan Renewal Movement), Master of Divinity 

• Eric Weston (New Life Community), Master of Divinity 
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L akeview Wesleyan has 
undergone some beautiful 

transformation lately. Their 
Fellowship Hall has been com-
pletely remodeled, their 
nursery and classrooms have 
been updated and refreshed 
and a new outdoor play-
ground in a beautiful setting 
provides a welcoming envi-
ronment for families with chil-
dren. Pastor Jay Neal is 
thrilled that God is blessing 
with spiritual growth in the 
congregation and they've 
seen fruit from their online 
ministry and discipleship as 
well, with salvations, rededica-
tions and commitments to a 
closer walk being made. God 
is using them now and pre-
paring them for even greater 
ministry and impact in the 
years ahead. Onward and 
Upward in Northern Georgia! 

  ———— 

G od has blessed Glasgow 
Wesleyan Church with 

numerous ministers/lay min-
isters as part of their congre-
gation. In the months of Janu-
ary and February each one 
(Crystal Wright, Jason Parsley, 
Steve Erickson, Ronnie Hamil-
ton, David Read, Jason Wright) 
had an opportunity to lead 
an Interactive Bible Study 
(with questions & comments 
in-person and via Facebook 
Live) on Wednesday nights. 
We are excited to see how 
God uses these great minis-
ters and church family in the 
future as they keep working 
with Pastor Tim and Karla 
Linick to follow His lead - ever 
Onward and Upward! 

  ———— 

I glesia Mishkan in Lebanon 
TN started the new year by 

installing some new leaders 
as heads of various ministries. 
Mishkan provides active min-

istry to all ages and Pastors 
Carlos and Yolanda Ortiz 
Modesti are looking forward 
to great things in the year 
ahead! Onward and Upward 
in Central TN! 

  ———— 

G race Chapel in Richmond 
KY is thanking God for 

new attendees and fresh facil-
ity updates and renovations in 
recent months. God continues 
to use Pastor Tim and Libby 
Masters to lead Onward and 
Upward for Him! 

G od continues to build His 
church - Level Up, in Hen-

derson KY under the ministry 
of Pastor Jeremi Taylor. While 
they are still in the team 
building stage, new ones are 
being saved, discipleship is 
bringing radical change to 
lives and connections are be-
ing formed that will allow 
amazing ministry to be un-
leashed in the city in the days 
ahead. Level Up is living proof 
of the saying - "Where God 
Guides, God Provides!" 
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W e congratulate Faith 
Community Wesleyan 

Church on the recent pur-
chase of a new worship facili-
ty. After tornadoes leveled 
their Church and Family Life 
Center in April last year, they 
began prayerfully seeking the 
Lord for next steps. God led 
them to purchase an existing 
church facility about a mile 
from their previous location. 
They're excited to get moved 
in and begin ministering in 
their new location. Pastor MC 
and Anna Tolbert and local 
members are praying for and 
expecting great things in the 
days ahead as they continue 
to follow God's lead! 

 ———— 

C umberland Grove Camp 
Tabernacle received a 

brand new roof in January. 
Donations received allowed 
the old roof to be torn off, 
structural repairs made, and 
a new roof installed. While 
the outpouring of His pres-
ence is still sought and ex-
pected, we are hopeful this 
great improvement will cause 
there to be no more 
“service showers” during 
rainstorms at CGWC! 
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I n January, the Wesleyan 
Bible College of Papua New 

Guinea ran a professional 
development event called 
“Teaching Academic Writing in 
the Melanesian Context.” 
Cheri bravely launched this 
brand-new program.   

I (Don) served as tech sup-
port and the gopher (go-for-
this, go-for-that).  God totally 
surprised us and sent two 
professors from one of the 
top universities in PNG to help 
out.  Cheri hadn’t even dared 
to invite these professors, but 
they heard what we were do-
ing and the university paid 
their travel and lodging!  It 
turned out both professors 
were Christians and fit well 
into the event. 

The event served teachers 
from Wesleyan Bible College, 
the Churches of Christ in 
Christian Union Bible College, 
and a non-denominational 
evangelical school called 
Christian Leaders Training 
College.  Each day began with 
time in the Word and prayer.  

Every teacher who attended 
wants to better serve the 
body of Christ in PNG.  Part of 
that means that at least some 
PNG Christians need to be 
able to write papers while 
studying at a Bible College in 
order to develop an ability to 
go deep in God’s Word. 

Feedback forms asked for 
helpful suggestions.  Many 
responses said things like, 
“Yes, we need to organize this 

program again.” And “I would 
love to do this seminar again 
next time.”  We are praising 
the Lord that the program ran 
with professional excellence.  
Even more so, we are praising 
Him for using this time to 
strengthen bonds in the body 
of Christ in PNG.   

Since then I have finished 
off building a new classroom 
for the Bible College.  Cheri is 
busy helping develop curricu-
lum that will meet students 
where they are academically.  
We know that God calls all 
sorts of people, many who 
don’t speak English and some 
without much schooling.  We 
want to help these men re-
spond to God’s call on their 
lives and become useful serv-
ants in the Kingdom.  Pray for 
us and the Wesleyan Bible 
College as the school year 
kicks off this month. 

— Don & Cheri Floyd 

 

 Mission Moments 

Three PNG Wesleyans who teach full-time at a Bible College — 
L to R — Rev. Andy Kela (principal of Wesleyan Bible College), 

Mr. Ninde Ole (teacher at Wesleyan Bible College), and 
Rev. Martin Liria (a Wesleyan who teaches at CCCU college) 

Group picture of most of the writing seminar participants 
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T he year 2020 was quite a 
challenge all around the 

world and so it was in Ugan-
da. The government shut the 
country down quickly last 
March to protect its people 
from the virus, but this led to 
many other challenges like 
getting food or even getting 
back to their homes.   

With no transportation, 
many people were stranded 
and yet they shared the gos-
pel where they were and new 
congregations were started.  
The Wesleyan Church of 
Uganda is growing and new 
converts are being baptized.  
They are used to adversity 
and pressing on. 

As I communicate with pas-
tors, several congregations 
are making bricks and build-
ing more permanent struc-
tures.  Since funds are in 
short supply, FOCUS On 
Uganda, the mission arm of 
FOCUS Wesleyan Church, 

Georgetown, KY, has been 
sending funds to help support 
some pastors and help in the 
construction of new church 
buildings.  We also learned 
that over 60% of the mem-
bers of more than 70 church-
es were unable to afford 
masks, which is a requirement 
to gathering for worship.   

Online worship is not an 
option as the simple luxury of 
electricity is rare in homes 
and churches, so we began 
asking for extra donations to 
help acquire masks for people 
to allow them to worship in-
person together. 

This year, it is our hope to 
be able to send a 20’ x 40’ 
container to Uganda with 
tools for the upcoming Voca-
tional School, supplies for 
Noah’s Ark Orphanage, and a 
tractor to help with cultivating 
the fields for food.  Right now, 
individuals work the ground 
with a simple hoe and they 

are not able to get it worked 
in time to plant for the three 
growing seasons.  The church 
tries to provide food when 
there is a famine, so folks do 
not die from starvation.   

It is hard to comprehend 
their struggles, but often the 
things we discard can be life-
changing for those in develop-
ing countries.  If anyone 
would like to donate a good, 
older tractor, we would be 
grateful.  I mention older, only 
because it needs to be a sim-
ple motor for repairs and not 
computerized.  Our friendship 
with the folks in Uganda has 
continued to inspire us as we 
respond to help support the 
vision they have there.  

Praise be to God!   
— Linda Griffith 

FOCUS on Uganda, a mission 
arm of FOCUS Wesleyan Church  
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Equipment and Supplies for Uganda 
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