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INTRODUCTION
 
~ . ..

Through the study of the class History and Thought of 

the Holiness Movement, this writer developed an increasing 

interest in the people who helped shape what the movement 

is today. This interest was specifically directed toward 

men and women who were from his own denomination, what is 

known as The Wesleyan Church. The heritage of the Wesleyan 

Church stems from the Holiness Revival movement of the nine

teenth century, which produced the Pilgrim Holiness Church 

and the Wesleyan Methodist Church. These two separate 

churches merged in 1968 to form the denomination known 

today by the name The Wesleyan Church. 

Several men and women have followed the leading of God 

since the 1800's, and have contributed greatly to the 

spreading of the message of salvation and scriptural holiness 

within the Wesleyan denomination. One of these men is Roy 

Stephen Nicholson. Although this gentleman was not born 

during the time the Wesleyan Church roots were first being 

organized in the 1800's, his contribution in the 1900's is 

of great historical significance. 

The following paper uses as its main source an interview 

done by this writer with Dr. Roy S. Nicholson on April 13, 

1984. The interview was conducted in High Point, North 

Carolina at the home of Dr. Nicholson. Five questions were 

asked of Dr. Nicholson and they are answered along with some 

extra personal historical insight. These questions deal 

• 
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,...., with his, (1) life, family, education, and call to ministry: 

(2) ministry in the Wesleyan Church before and after the merger: 

(3) experience with the camp meeting movement: (4) experiences 

with the doctrines of holiness and entire sanctification: and 

(5) advice to a young Wesleyan minister. It is the hope of 

this writer that the noral history" of the personal and pro

fessional pilgrimage provided by Dr. Nicholson, will be of 

great help in many ways. First, as a general help in a study 

of the broad scope of the entire holiness movement, and 

secondly for those in the Wesleyan denomination who specif

ically wish to investigate their own heritage. 
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I: Dr. Nicholson, I am curious about your early life and your ( 1 ) 
education. Can you tell me a little bit about your past: 
where you were born, and about dIfferent areas of your life? 

N: The story begins in Walhalla, S.C., 1903. My father and (2) 
mother were married in 1900. My father's background is 
Scotch-Irish. He came to this country and moved along 
the Allegheny Mountains and this part of the family settled 
in western North Carolina and South Carolina -Georgia, 
right where North and South Carolina and Georgia meet. 
This is where my father's family settled and of course 
they were here in Revolutionary times. Actually I am a 
direct descendent of General Andrew Dickens. 

On my mother's side they were Scotch-Irish. They settled (3) 
in the lower part of South Carolina. After the Civil War 
(both my grandfathers were in the Civil War) when the textile 
development began in Carolina and the first textile plant 
that was ever operated in South Carolina--my mother who 
had had previous experience with this work, they called 
it drawing in of the warps,--her parents moved to Walhalla 
and she drew in the first warp in the Walhalla cotton mill. 

My father heard of the opening of the mill and they moved (4) 
down so they could have employment. You see all of this 
was immediately in that 1890 - 1900 period, 25 years after 
the Civil War. All of our families were just about wiped 
out economically and otherwise by the Civil War. My father 
and mother married and my grandfather, Robert Burns Lindsey, 
was interested in the moral and spiritual development of 
the people. He was a Scotch Presbyterian. He opened up 
a Sunday School for the textile mill people in the village 
and was the only man, they said, in the whole outfit that 
would pray in public. He was sort of a lay preacher 
I never knew either of my grandparents. They died just 
before I was born but they were good, substantial stock, 
with good roots, but that didn't buy me any biscuits. Ha! 
But my father brought with him the virtues of the mountain 
people, the genuine stock. Although there had been crisis 
from the war, all of that--family divided- my father was 
a hard working man, deprived of education, because so many 
times they just didn't have schools back there in the mountains 
where he was raised. Bibleswere so scarce that they used 
Webster's blue back speller at Sunday School--read the 
moral lessons out of that. 

My mother's health was pretty poor and from the time I ( 5 ) 
was born until the end of her life she never enjoyed very 
good health. This put my father at an economic disadvantage 
as a mill worker with low pay and a family to raise. The 
health conditions then were almost unbelievably poor. 
Tuburculosis, all those ills. My father and mother had the 
care of some of the relatives with them. One of the reasons 
I wasn't able to obtain a better education--we had two 
deaths in the family in one week. Whenever you take that 
with your doctor bills, medir.ine, funerals and living 
on the low wages- The morning I was twelve years old 
I had to go to work in the cotton mill. Six o'clock in 
the morning til six o'clock in the night and got 40¢ a day. 
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That was for an eleven hour day. We were supposed to get ( 6 )
 
an hour for dinner but you better not take it. If you
 
took more than a half an hour you got bawled out.
 

In my boyhood I was up to high school age and had to go (7)
 
into mill work and then my education was nil because of
 
working in the mill and when they passed the child labor
 
law and you couldn't work but eight hours a day if you
 
were such an age then I was hired out to a farmer to work
 
on the farm for so much per month and board to help my
 
parents. My father cried because he couldn't give me a
 
better education but it was an economic impossibility and
 
then came World War I, 1918, or was it 14, no 1918 and
 
my father had an accident. One of the machines hit him
 
in the hip and he wasn't able to do work like he wanted
 
to so we moved to a farm down near Oakway, South Carolina.
 
At Oakway I was really converted. I had been converted
 
earlier but at about 14 I was really converted and felt
 
that I ought to prepare for some kind of Christian service.
 

There was a flu epidemic of 1917 and 1918 and it just killed (8)
 
people by the thousands. You read of it, of course, in
 
history. It was everything you've heard, plus. Then,
 
of course, the end of the war. Actually the school at
 
Central where I had been accepted for work had to close
 
down around the last of October because of an outbreak
 
of flu. It closed everything down. That was 1918. So
 .1·-.-' I had been accepted at Central and when the flu allowed 
it be opened they set the opening date for November 11, 
1918 which turned out to be Armistace Day. I entered Central 
and made, as the old timers used to say, made a big to do 
over my going to Central. As we left the little farm place 
down near Oakway my father didn't have a car so we got 
the landlord to take me to Westminster so I could catch 
a train and go about 25 or 30 miles over to Central and 
while we were on our way to the depot 11:00 o'clock came 
and people began to ring bells, beat plowshares and washtubs. 
So we had quite a serenade. I entered Central November 
11, 1918 and went there for two years. Then wanderlust or 
whatever you call it hit me and I joined the Navy in a 
short enlistment in 1920 to 1922. I served in the u.S. 
Navy around the world. Mostly, our business--I was on the 
first or second oil tanker that was ever built directly as an 
oil tanker. We maneuvered with the fleet off the coast of 
Peru. That was the year that Admiral Halsey, then a Commander 
in a destroyer squadron, developed his task force technique 
which was so effective in World War II. 

In 1922 I returned to Central and stayed there until 1924. (9) 
Graduated from the Academy in 1924. 

1.	 And that was your college education? (10) 

N.	 Yes, that was part of it and I met my wife before I went (11) 
to the Navy and then we were married after we graduated in 
1924. My education is sort of a hop, skip, and jump affair. 
I had intended after we were married to metriculate at 
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Guilfu~ College and that didn't turn out just right so I 
applied for a provisional certificate to teach at Massey 
Grove one room school in Forsythe County and did some work 
under tutelege preparatory to that. Then after part of a 
year	 there I had opportunity to go directly to Virginia 
to take a church and that was my first pastoral church. 

I:	 And that was in the Wesleyan-Methodist church? ( 12) 

N:	 Yes, that was then the Wesleyan-Methodist church. We were (13) 
there for two years and during that time I had to supplement 
my income. I had to work in the summer for $8 a 
week and paid $15 a month for house rent. I worked for the 
Roanoke Times and the World News in their out of town carrier 
circulation, keeping after the carriers for them. And then 
in 1926 to 1930 we were at Long Shoals Church in Lincoln 
County, the North Carolina conference. North Carolina had 
Tennessee and Virginia and North Carolina territory all at 
one time. Then I spent four years at Long Shoals and 
was then called to Kannapolis , where I spent five years. 
In the meantime I began to do some of the extension work, 
conference courses study, took some courses from Moody Bible 
Institute and other places. When I left Bradford they wanted 
to send me to Durham. I thought Oh, I'll go to Duke. But 
one of my friends on the committee thought I better not be 
allowed to go to Durham, better stay in Bradford another 
year so that knocked Duke and Durham in the head. Then 
when we were called from~napolis to High Point I thought 
I would work and finish up at High Point College. But when 
I went to the General Conference they interrupted plans 
and elected me as General Sunday School Secretary and editor. 
The year before, 1934, I had been elected what they then 
called General Secretary, or General Superintendent of 
Wesleyan Youth and in 1935 when we were called to the Heyworth 
Memorial Church here didn't go through then I went into 
general service and that knocked the High Point College work in the 
and then in 1939 - 1943 I was General Secretary of Home head 
Missions. In 1943 - 1947 I was elected editor of The Wesleyan 
Methodist. In 1947 - 1959, first full-time President of 
the Wesleyan Methodist Church of General Conference 
In the meantime I took extension courses from Central School 
of Religion at Indianapolis and got my Bachelors Degree 
there. In 1959-1968 I was the Professor of Bible and Chairman 
of the division of religion at Central College in South Carolina. 
In the meantime Houghton had given me aDD. I stayed at (14) 
Central nine years. I had asked the Lord to give me a 
hundred preachers, to let me be the instructor of a hundred 
young men for the ministry but in 1959 then I retired, 
moved to Brooksville, Florida and my thought was that I'd 
give one semester or term a year to the Holiness Schools 
and just donate that if they'd give me room and board and 
my first venture in that was at Bethany Bible College in 
Sussex, New Brunswick. They had come to us from the Reformed 
Baptists and they were a part of us. They merged there 
and I've been helpful in trying to cultivate that. And 
I gave one term there but as far as continuing that--camp 
meeting calls, and evangelistic work, then also the main 
thing that then erupted, the Brooksville Church where we 
lived right after the merger of the Wesleyans and the Pilgrims. 
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They	 found themselves without a pastor and they asked me (15) 
to supply and I accepted it as a supply but that supply 
lasted five years. I finally just told them they'd have 
to get a full time pastor. Of course in the meantime I.~ 
had done this tour of all our mission fields and I kept 
busy all the time--inter-denominational Bible conferences 
and camps. I have spoken in somewhere between 90 and 100 
different camp meetings. Some of them I was there as many 
as five and six times, like Lakeland, Brooksville. 

I:	 What other camps did you speak at? I know you can't mention (16) 
all 90, but I am curious about what different camps you 
might have had a chance to speak at. 

N:	 Just for the boys sake I somewhere wrote down some of the (17) 
camps. Stoneboro, PA: Bentleyville, PA: Hughesville 
was the Quaker, and Oren, New Jersey: Wesleygrove, Brooklyn, 
New York: Long Island, Camp, Mooers, New York~ 

Indianapolis indoor camp at the Catel Tabernacle: 
Fairmont, IN; Frankfort, IN; God's Bible School, Mount 
Lookout, Chambers, NYi Circleville, Ohioi 
Galena, Ohioi Mt. Vernoni Iowai Portland, Oregoni Los Angeles, 
CAi Azusa, CAi Indian Springs and in Australia, Jamaica, 
Canada, Winchester and Silver Lake, Ontario: Lakeland, FLi 
Avon Park, Georgia: Unlon Park, Lake Grove, G~i Waycross, GAi 
Knoxville, TNi Ferncreek Camp, Mt. Carmel, Buckingham, 
Gaines, Mli Hastings, Mli Cadillac, MI: Pontiac, Mli Denton, 
Mdi West Milton, OHi Beulah, New Brunswicki Houghton, NYi 
Enid, Oki Gary, MSi Gary, OKi Aberdeen, SDi Rapid City, 
Lincoln, Tuscaloosa, ALi Fort Erie, Ontario, Minnesota, 
Allendale, MI: Roxbury, PA. and Jacobs Camp, Bonny Camp 
in ILi Maysville, KY. That's some of them. 

I:	 That's tremendous. I had written at the bottom of my little (18) 
sheet here, "Camp Meetings", because probably the major 
thrust that we've studied in the Survey and History of the 
Holiness Movement was the substantial effect of the camp 
meetings. I'm sure in your background that your fondest 
memories other than pastoring and preaching to people in 
a parish setting is perhaps the camp meetings. 

N:	 Yes, one of the things that furthered my education was associa-(19) 
tion with these men, with the camp evangelists. When you 
think of the bishops and the leaders, the authors and many 
of these I was associated with in the campi a Nazarene 
seminary man, Free Methodists, Richard Morrison, Bishop 
Fairbanks, Bishop Taylor, Bishop Moore, and many, many other 
men. Presidents of the National Holiness Association. 
It would just be like a roll call. You name it. Some of 
us were what you'd call the pulpit stars, some of us were 
just good old cornbread and butter preachers. 

I :	 Just before we began you mentioned that you had done the ( 20) 
Holiness Emphasis Week at Asbury Seminary in 1952? 

N:	 1951 or 1952. And they were mimeographed by Loren Anderson. ( 21) 
He was a missionary to Central America. He and his wife 
mineographed them through runs of that and the basic notes 
on true holiness I think I could show you. 
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Then as an outgrowth of that contact there the Asbury (22) 
Seminarian asked me to prepare an article on the description 
I had about John Wesley's personal experiences in higher 
sanctification. I have been interested in Wesleyana and 
had a tremendous library on Wesleyana before I retired. 
Gave some of it to Houghton College and some to Central 
College. Much of what I had there became the basis of the 
Nicholson Room at Central Wesleyan College. I secured 
a three volume set of the first Life of John Wesley that 
ws ever pUblished. I let Houghton College have that. In 
1792 is when that was published. One year after Wesley died. 

1.	 I studied the theology of John Wesley this last fall. (23) 

N.	 I treasured those volumes. I got them when I was visiting (24) 
in London there. See I spent nearly a week in London, 
mainly at the Wesleyan shrines, particularly spent much 

of the time at Wesley house and Wesley Chapel. Old Brother 
Wimper. I was there alone and old Brother Wimper, the 
custodian at that time, gave me lots of help--helped me 
with many of my investigations and searching out. 

1.	 What year was that you were in England? (25) 

N.	 1955. (26) 

1.	 I was born in 1956 so my years are few and not too long 
ago. ( 27) 

~~ 
~'.... 

........J.
 

N.	 In the spring of 1954 I visited all our Wesleyan-Methodist (28) 
work in the western hemlsphere. Puerto Rico, South America, 
Haiti, Jamaica and of course we couldn't get in Cuba. We've 
grown considerably since then. In the fall of that year-
our headquarters then was in Syracuse NY--and we flew out 
of there westward and down, under and all around. 25 or 30 
countries. We came back in to Syracuse in early 1955. 

I'd been in England, Scotland, Ireland, visiting 
Holiness Missions. You see at that time there was some 
of the groups in Canada who had been with the Holiness Move
ment. They were thinking of merging and they went with 
the Free Methodists. Good fraternity, good fellowships. 
Oh then in the fall of 1954 I went to Hawaii, Wake Island, 
Japan, Korea, Taiwan, Okinawa, the Phillipines, Hong Kong, 
Australia, India, Indonesia. 

I.	 If I visit half of the places that you have visited then (29) 
I'll be doing quite well. 

N.	 Once I was young and now I am old. I've got plenty of ( 30) 
memories. 

1.	 You've talked about so many pleasant memories about ministry, (31) 
could you describe some of the hard times you might have 
had in ministry, some of the struggles and maybe the Lord 
helped you to get through and you came out a lot stronger 
in minlstry, whether that be in camp meeting experiences, 
the pastorate or even overseas. 
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N: It runs the gamut. I think that the Lord has led me through (32) 
some things that I hope I never have to go through again, 

taught me some things. On our first charge we resolved 
that we would trust the Lord and wouldn't run up bills 
and there were times--I remember sometimes we'd run out 
of coal. I remember one time there just wasn't any more. I had 
taken the dust pan down to the coal house and swept up the 
dust and put it in. My wife was sick and in bed and asked 
for more heat and there wasn't any more coal. I just went 
to prayer and told the Lord all about it then when she said, 
please go back and get some more coal--I didn't have the heart 
to tell her there wasn't any down there--but when I got down 
there , there was. In the coal bin. I took two or three 
lumps of that and put it on the fire and then began to go 
to the neighbors house to see if they had ordered coal and 
they'd delivered it to the wrong place. The Lord said, you 
prayed for the coal, and I sent it, now quit giving it away. 

You can imagine our expenses--$l5 a month for house rent, (33) 
$8 a week salary, paid the tithe. Those people were good 
to us but they didn't know how close we were running. One 
time we got down to where we didn't have anything in the 
house. It was gone. You could have stuck you head in a flour 
barrel and said, Praise God from Whom all blessings flow and 
you wouldn't have sneezed. There wasn't dust enough to raise 
a sneeze. My wife got on one side of the bed and I got on 
the other and we joined hands across the bed and prayed. 
The next morning I got up and set the table and put some water 
on it and said "We're going to eat". I had the assurance 
we were going to eat. It wasn't but a little while that I 
looked out the window and there was a fellow corning with a 
little sack of flour and a bucket of milk and some butter-
his mother had a cow and she had put a half pound of butter 
in this bucket of milk, said for him to take it out and wash 
it off. When he brought that in I began to praise the Lord 
and thank the Lord. He rushed back horne and told his mother 
"You'd better get over there fast, preacher Nicholson is acting 
funny." Before she could get there here was one of the ladies 
on the other side carne in with a great big old serving tray. 
She had that loaded down with biscuit, ham, eggs, jelly and 
coffee and by the time the two got together we were having 
a camp meeting. Then the Lord provided a job. I got work. 
At this newspaper office in Virginia. Then again and again 
there was sickness and hospital bills. YOu see Mrs. Nicholson 
and I had volunteered to go to Africa as missionaries. 

We were candidates for Africa and were elected to go to 
Africa but when we carne to the last examination the doctor 
said I see evidence of amoebic dysentary. I would never send 
anyone to Africa with amoebic dysentary. He turned us down. 
Then Dr. and Mrs. Charles ~arter were elected to go. 
Then when Mrs. Nicholson had to have surgery for appendicitis 
the doctors found that the appendics had grown around the 
intestine and that created the appearance of amoebic dynsentary. 
It was corrected but the Carters were already there and we 
just stayed. 
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I've had numbers of close calls. I guess the most dangerous (34) 
situation I was in was at Kannapolis when they were having 
a vote on the liquor question and I took the position, of 
course, of the drys and worked against liquor and there was 
one man in the neighborhood, his wife, he was terribly addicted 
to drink, and she wanted to vote and didn't have any way to 
go to the polls and he wouldn't take her and I said if you 
want to vote, I'll take you. Well, he didn't pay any attention 
to that because he said my vote will offset her vote and it 
wouldn't do any good. But the drys won. 2 - 1. Then some 
fella--they'd ordered their liquor to have a celebration and 
some fellow told him that that preacher over there hauled 
your wife down and she voted against it. Then he said, I'll 
kill him. He got to drinking and got crazy. It was poison 
liquor, it killed one fella and blinded another and this fellow 
brought his gun over to the parsonage to shoot me but he didn't. 
It was a hectic time, a long to-do about that but the house 
was guarded, one of the officials sent me a pistol by his 
brother. I wouldn't touch it. Well when the old fellow came 
to shoot me I ran into the bedroom and realized some decision 
had to be made. I just dropped on my knees by the bed and 
said, Lord, give me direction and one thing I thought--the porch 
was up about head high. We lived on a slope and the porch 
was built up and I thought about just grabbing him by the 
seat of the britches and the nape of the neck and throwing him 
out there in the yard. But when I went into pray the Lord 
said, The angel of the Lord encampeth around them that fear 
Him and delivers them. And when this man got there with a 
plstol I wouldn't touch it. I didn't want my fingerprints 
on it. If anything happened to him I didn't want my name 
connected with it. He went back and told the man that sent 
me the pistol. He said, that old fool hasn't got sense enough 
to take care of himself. So he said I'll deputize you to 
not let anything happen to the preacher. That was on a Saturday. 
We'd been out for dlnner and came back and here was his car 
parked in front of the apartment waiting for me 50 Saturday 
afternoon, Saturday night and then Sunday Morning while I 
was in church preaching he came to church and half my congre
gation got up and left. They heard about his threatening 
to kill me. I preached and then I had always gone and greeted 
the people as they left. I just went back there and thought 
well he'll come out and I'll get shot but everybody knows 
I stand out here and greet the people and I'm not going to 
be chicken--I'll go out there. I called on a man of God to 
pronounce the benediction. While he was having the benediction 
I got to the front door. Before he got through praying I 
looked behind me and it was this man that had brought me the 
pistol. He said I'm right here. Four fellows passed me and 
stood right outside the door, two on each side and they were 
four of the fellas that weren't too well pleased with my preaching. 
There had been a little division, and I thought boy, they're 
here to help him out. After it was allover, come to find 
out they were sitting together on the same seat in the church 
and they made it up that they would go out there, two of them 
on one side and two on the other and if he started to do any 
monkey business the two on one side would grab an arm and 
a leg and the two on the other side would grab an arm and 
a leg and they'd run in different directions. But the fellow 
behind me was armed and he was wanting a chance to just knock 
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this fellow into kingdom come. He stood behind the door 
where he could peek through the crack and soon as he 
came in view he planned to crack him! Well the fellow when 
he got sober and they told him what had happened he came 
around and appologized, very profusely. And then the judge 
tried to get me to prefer charges against him for disturbing 
a meeting and I wouldn't do it.Therehadbeen a drunk fella 
killed a preacher's daughter and thdt ddd created an awful 
furor and I was trying to be a peacemaker. And the judge 
had told the lawyer if he didn't straighten this up before 
1:00 Monday they were going to bring him in as a nuisance. 
I would have to do something about it. Between 12:00 and 
12:30 the man came to my house and apologized and said he'd 
do anything to straighten it up right. Then I got to thinking 
I better go tell the lawyer ... (end of tape) 

I : OK, you were talking about your sons there and Roy, Jr. (35) 

I believe is who again, and where is he? 

N: He spent 10 years in Japan as a missionary and was working ( :; 6) 

there in cooperation with our Wesleyan missions and with 
Bob Pierce and World Vision. Now he is president of 
College in Gresham, Oregon, a suburb of Portland. Lee is 
a printer who lives at Wallace, NC. He spent 25 years in 
the New York City area, renting. He's down here now. We 
had a foster daughter we raised her but never adopted her. 

- She's married and lives in Dayton, OH. 

I: I wanted to back up just ali t tle bi t. You had mentioned (37) 
you were in the process of going to tell the judge something 
about the fella? 

N: Well, the judge had told the officers to go pick him up. (38) 
And he was on his way down to pick him up and I got there 
just in time to keep him from being carried up. It would 
have muddled it. The Lord helped me to get there. 

I: That's an exciting story. You must have been a little scared (39) 
there for a while. 

N: I would tell a lie if I said I wasn't afraid of him. I (40) 
was. It was a nerve racking thing for 48 hours. From Saturday 
noon until Monday noon. Still Sunday night when he realized, 
one of his friends went to him in church, one of the people 
who knew him, went up to him and got him to talk and stay 
in there until everybody was gone. All the people were 
gone. But then Sunday nIght it was still on his mind and he 
was hiding behind a big power post, and I would have to 
pass that post going home. But the man that was my bodyguard 
by the appointment of the chief of police, he was sticking 
with me and just as we started out to go to the parsonage 
he said, preacher stay here, I'll go ahead of you. And 
he had seen this man, seen the shadow over there. Well then 
the fellow went on home and after we got home Sunday night 
he went home and got his car. I didn't know it but there 
was a man, show you how the Lord had this, there was a man 
on the police force in Kannapolis, NC and he was a man with 
whom I had joined the Navy on the same day and spent the same 
nIght in Raleigh and this was about 1934. It had been a good 
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many years since we had met and he was on the police force 
and was one of the men that had been asslgned to keep a track 
on this old fella. And when the fella came out of his house 
to get in the car, thlS man ran to the phone and turned in 
to the police headquarters that the drunk had got in his car 
and was backing it out to come around and in more than a 
minute or two that parsonage was circled wlth police cars 
and motorcycle cops and their sirens going. My wife said, 
what on earth happened. Well this man had decided to get 
in his car and come over, but his son mlssed him and ran and 
jumped on the running board of the car , jumped in and grabbed 
the key out and stopped the car. And before the old man could 
get on the highway and the car was stopped by the time the 
officers got to him. He wasn't operatlng the car, he was 
sitting in it. The son had cut the switch off and pulled 
the key out and stuck it in his pocket. They couldn't do 
a thing with him, but the parsonage was surrounded by officers. 

I : In our conversation thus far you touched on the experiences ( 41) 
of hollness and entlre sanctlfication. I just want to ask 
about your personal experlences in that area. What the Lord 
has done for you in that area and how that affected your 
preaching and up until today, perhaps. 

N: Well, my mother, of course with her father's background, she (42) 
was always religiously inclined. My father was not. He was 
a moral man, an honest, hard-working man, but you might say 

1"'"'. 
t ." 

almost devoid of any religious experience. But he was interested 
in the better things of Ilfe and I remember that about the 
time, I don't know exactly what age I was, I might have 
been old enough to go to work and this school where 
my grandfather had started a little mission Sunday School, 
the different denominations would come and hold meetings there, 
Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterians, and then the Wesleyans 
came in, and they used the school house. All of them had 
preachlng ln the school house and a team came over from Central 
Wesleyan College and one of them was, well they were all young, 
but they did good singing, and preaching and my mother, they 
were preaching holiness, and my mother belonged to another 
church, heard them preach on holiness as a second work of 
grace, and she said, well, that sounds reasonable and the 
preacher and the singers were being entertained in our home. 
The preacher was a student and the singers were music teachers 
at the college and our home was a humble home, took the only 
spare bedroom we had for them and the rest of us crowded up 
in two other rooms but my mother was convicted for holiness 
and of course that set some of the other people against them. 
One of the women came and told my mother, "You better be care
ful about those holiness people, they will hypnotize you, 
mezmerize you and it really could result in your losing your 
mind." My mother said, well if what they are preaching is 
true, I've got one mind I ought to lose. The carnal mind. 
And so my mother sought and obtained the experience of a clean 
heart. The side issue of that is that the woman who told 
my mother that she might lose her mind--that woman did lose 
her mind, and died in an institution. But then my father 
got saved and it really made quite a difference in him because 
he'd been a worldly man, tangled up with all the lodges and 
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things and he was interested in the limited sports that they 
had of the day. Not an immoral man, not a drinking man but 
just a worldly man. And then when my father really got saved 
it meant a bigger change in him than in my mother, of course. 
But he then began to associate with some of the other people 
who were spiritual and religious and began to go around to 
the meetings that they would hold and they talked him into 
going over to a camp meeting which was then held at Central 
where the College was. Dr. Shellhammer preached and Shellhammer 
was a very radical preacher and my father was not inclined 
to be radical. But he wanted to be sincere and a lot of the 
things, the customs of that day that were associated with 
hollness and sanctification, they seemed extremes. But my 
father wanted to be sure that he was on the right track and 
he inclined a little to take their word for what they said, 
it was law and gospel for him but he never--he just thought 
well if that's it, I want it and I won't give offense I'll 
do what they say. I was never able to see some of those things 
even as a youngster. I respected my father's convictions 
but when I went to Central at the age of 15 then, I was able 
to do some things of my own and talked to other people. I 
became convinced that there was such a thing as this, that 
it was real, I'd seen it in my father and mother's life and 
I had opportunity then for wider association with people who 
were better acquainted and indoctrinated and I sought the 
experience of entire sanctification. One of my' problems was 
my temper. I had a hard time ever coming to a place of accepting 
certain things that seemed to me injustices. There were lots 
of things that I thought just weren't the way they ought to 
be. Infirmities, humanities, and so in reconciling some of 
the preaching I heard with some of the living I saw, some 
of the times I was upset. But finally in that stage, about 
17, I decided I was going to get away from it, ran away and 
joined the Navy. The Lord permitted it, but when I was in 
the Navy, then I really, the Lord let me have some experiences 
there, in between the war, right after the war, it was over 
in 1918 and in this revamping and all of that, and my being 
in the Navy and coming into contact with some of the realities 
of life then I saw then that the course I had embarked on 
wasn't for me and there was a Navy doctor on the ship that 
seemed to take special interest in me and of course he would 
have liked for me to have stayed in the Navy, and the captain 
asked me if I didn't want to let him recommend me to the Navy 
department to be transferred off ship and do some studying 
for the Naval Academy. Some sort of arrangement was that 
they take so much of the personnel and each captain could 
recommend one of his crew for consideration but I saw the 
Navy wasn't for me and I declined that and then the doctor 
encouraged me to go back to Central and then really I had 
two or three close calls in the Navy. I lied about my age 
to get in and one bad time was when I was standing up on the 
deck as our oil tanker glided down the river to go into the 
Gulf of Mexico. We were cacheing oil at the places where 
the destroyers were going to have maneuvers--we went through

Q..	 the Panama Canal 21 times--we were going out loaded. We'd 
displaced so much water in the channel that we'd floated a 
ship that was tied up at the dock at low tide. It washed 
back and broke lose and as we went by her stern hung over 
our bow at quarterly and just mowed down the superstructure. 
I had steel falling all around me. I thought Lord, if you'll 
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let me get out of this alive--I saw that they were going to 
bump and I ducked through one place just in time to miss it 
and never got a scratch. Scared me to death. But then another 
time when we were in Boston just before we were going to join 
the Pacific fleet, we were down there making coffee on the 
floor plates and I had the watch and we would heat coffee 
over one of these gasoline torch burners. And somebody hadn't 
shut it off right and I heard it bumping and I went to shut 
that thing off and the fumes had ignited inside and that gasoline 
blow torch blew up and I threw my hands up in front of my 
eyes and it set my jacket on fire and cap and I had to crawl 
up the ladder to report it and my hand was on fire and they 
had to take me over to the old u.s.s. Constitution. We were 
on the opposite dock from her. The doctor was over there. 
I was afraid but this hand is all right. 

Then I came back from the Navy and returned to Central and (43) 
I learned a lot of lessons in the meantime. I really got 
in the clear with the Lord. One of the things that influenced 
me about this --I had to work my way through school and I 
did some janitor work for the church, the First Wesleyan Church, 
at Central and they had a library of holiness books. As I 
would do janitorial work and had access to this I read many 
of the books of Caradine and George D. Watson and Commissioner 
Brinkley. I got a good basic foundation there and then I 
studied perfect love and had the privilege of sitting under 
the ministry of Joseph H. Smith, George D. Watson, and many 
of the leaders. I heard Commissioner Bringle and many of 
the leaders of the holiness movement. I have known them or 
worked with them in camps, Bible conferences, and really to 
me it has been --it involves the defense of the doctrine-
but it is a manner of life. That's the thing. I have wanted 
to be a good example of the Christ-life and the one thing 
that it has seemed to mean more to me than anything else is 
the death to self. It's an entire commitment, body, soul 
and spirit and I have wanted to let my body be the temple 
of the Holy Spirit. I have wanted my will to choose His will, 
and that my influence, I have wanted that to be all for Him. 
And I have sought as much as possible, I've been moved about 
from one job to another in the church. It just seemed as 
though I really wanted to be well trained. I wanted to be 
academic but every door was closed--I had my plans. Gilford, 
Duke, High Point, but they just closed and I didn't have anything 
to do with it. And I figured well, the Lord knows what He's 
doing. I never asked anybody to vote for me for a thing. 

I never have solicited anything for myself. The approach 
has been made. I have had honors that I didn't consider that 
I deserved and had privileges that I have appreciated but 
I tried to learn from all experiences. I've tried to benefit 
without copying from others. I have seen things in others 
that I have admired and appreciated. I've seen some things 
I didn't want to incorporate into my life and I have never 
sought referment. I have had opportunities to do things that 
would have meant more to me materially but I must say to the 
glory of God that not one word has failed of all his promises 
and I have never sought to capitalize anything I have ever 
done. I've written hundreds of articles for free and I have 
helped people with their books, done the editing for a lot 
of books and all I ever got was maybe a copy of the book. 
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And, I don't say that boasting, but well, there have been (44) 
times when I didn't know what to do and He did it or showed 
me how. Or somebody was there to do what had to be done that 
I couldn't do and at the same time I have tried to not sponge 
off anybody. I have always tried to do a little more than 
I was paid for if it was in my power. To me this matter of 
the sanctified life is what old Dr. Goodspeed used to call 
SanctifIgumption, or sanctified common sense. It affects 
the physical aspect of it, sports, ammusements, entertainment, 
well, my prayer is: more like the master. Not for ostentation 
but to keep in the clear with myself. I don't want to do 
anything that wIll compromise my convictions. However, I 
do sometimes have a battle as to whether some things that 
I heard so much about when I was a child--are they prejudices 
or are they convictions. Some things that people say you 
can do that I have a question mark about. As far as my partici 
pation. I don't condemn them. But I'm afraid to do it, lest 
if I do it, I bring a compromise, my vote on this compromise 
business--when a man compromises with himself it may pave 
the way for a bigger adjustment or compromise on a bigger 
thing that would wreck him. And I'd just rather not nibble 
the bait than to get caught with the hook. Some things I 
don't do that others maybe could do. I don't question their 
sincerity, but to me I wouldn't do it because it might cause 
somebody to say, How come you're doing it?, or why? or what 
are you doing here? 

I	 : If you were to give some advice to me, a young minister in ( 45) 
a parish setting, maybe workIng with youth, what would you 
~? 

N:	 I respect you for asking. I'm glad you asked it. Actually (46) 
that's what I'm living for now. And I have been working for 
SIX months on the subject and I'm not satisfied with it. 
I'm starting over, thinking deeper. The preaching that lives 
not the preaching that reaches. The preaching that lives. 
But also your concern is or should be with the light that 
counts. Young men facing the ministry today, it's the greatest 
calling on earth. There isn't anything higher than that. 
My son is a college president but I think his greatest contri 
bution was when he was in ministry and in the missionary work 
and the Lord knows but to a young man I would say, first of 
all be sure of your relationship to God. You'd expect me 
to say that. Be an out and out Christian, not a half and 
half. We've got today so many are divided. They're part 
this and part that. If God has called you, He's called you 
to be a specialIst somewhere. You may have a little time 
finding it, but be out and out for God. Now, a part of my 
philosophy is not acceptable to many others today, but be 
a committed Christian to the will of God. Not what will mean 
the most to me. We're living in an age of self. Do it yourself. 
Self help, self development. All the books--self, self, self. 
And it revolves around what's in it for me and so many of 
the people today are being shot with this success syndrome. 
You got to do this, you got to be this, for success. Measure 
your success by spiritual criteria rather than ministerial. 
It may get you less publicity, it may get you less cash in 
the pocket, it may get you less popularity, but when you lie 
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a. 

down at night and tell God you're committed body, soul, and 
spirit unto Him you can look up and not have all this fog 
between you. Love God supremely. Love people. Prepare yourself 
as best you can for your work. I started 60--if my wife and I live 
until June 26, we will have been married 60 years. She's 
been a wonderful help-meet. Now her health is broken, she's 
a resident in Wesleyan Nursing Center. But she has stuck 
by me through thick and thin and we've lived for others. 
Resolve to be deeply spiritual. Now that doesn't mean that 
you've got to be less a man but love God supremely, love your 
fellow man, love your wife, of course, and your church. Be 
loyal. Love, loyalty, and liberality are the three elements 
of church strength. Have your priorities in love like they 
are intended to be. God and his will first, then your wife 
and family, and then of course God's will involves your work. 
It's a little slower, maybe smaller bank account, but I 
consider that the greatest asset I have ~tlE friendship 
of people. I never sought it. Let service to God and man 
be your motto. Be saturated with service. Don't play to 
the galleries. The boys that play to the galleries get the 
hand claps, but there may be another fella come along tomorrow 
that's got a better show than you have and I have in the past 
60 years seen a lot of these shooting stars. But you know 
they build their monuments to the ones they first called fools. 
Somebody will say, Oh, you're a fool if you do that. As I 
think back over , well, since 1918, 66 years this month, when 
I think back there are a number of fellas made more money 
than I have. There are a number of fellas got more degrees 
than I have, but when I sit here by myself like I have to 
do, day after day, year after year, I think well, Lord, I 
tried to touch this one for you, and that one for you. It'll 
cost you, yes. I'd be telling a lie if I didn't say that. 
It'll cost you. There'll be times when you'll pay for it not 
through the nose but through the eyes; tears and heartache. 
But all that's building the man. 

Some of the greatest men I've rubbed shoulder to shoulder (47) 
With. They didn't make the most money. They worked the hardest. 
And many of the things where you will touch people's lives, 
most effectively might be where you never know much about 
it. One man who touched my life in this boyhood stage--he 
lived until I got to be with him, after I got up fool's hill 
and got to preaching--was a man, he hardly ever had first 
church movements. Somebody asked me once, What was the man 
most influenced you? I named him and they said, He's no preacher. 
And I said, Whoever said he was? But he was so much of a 
man. If I was around him I admired him for his manhood. 
If he was up preaching, I had seen so much of what he had 
done before that and was going to do after that that it didn't 
make any difference whether they called it great preaching 
or not. That man was Levi Rigdon, from South Carolina. 
There was another man--he was a good man, a great man, austere 
man, but he'd scare me nearly to death. But Levi Rigdon put 
his arm around ya and brother Rigdon was with us in that time 
when we had these two deaths in one week and he come to visit 
and maybe just come in at supper time, cornbread, buttermilk, 
leftover vegetables and crawled in on the back bench where 
I was. He's slip in and eat with us, enjoy it just like I 
was. 
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Then there was Brother Dave Powers, the man who helped me (48) 
get into Central. These were just normal people. They were 
real gentlemen. I have never been able to qualify for some 
of the places I have filled but those that were there accepted 
me. I've never played favorites. I've tried to be just as 
fair to the humblest black man as I ever was to the highest 
white man. There's a great scaricity today for those who 
can be real friends. Live in the house by the side of the 
road and be a friend. You don't have to do everything everybody 
wants you to do. Don't be afraid to be sincerely yourself. 
But watch out about being selfish. 

I	 : Dr. Nicholson, I would like to ask you to pray for us before (49) 
I go and thank you for a tremendous time. I hope I can thank 
you by giving you a copy of that paper if I ever get it 
together. Dr. Dieter is going to give us until about this 
time next month--about the 17th of May will be the end of 
my semester up there--I'm a senior. I'll be coming back and 
going until Christmas for my education but I'll be writing 
out a good bit of what we talked about here, doing a little 
more research and I probably will get to send you a copy of 
that. 

N:	 Well, I'd appreciate it if you'd care to do that. I'll be (50) 
happy to pray. 

Our heavenly father, for this precious privilege of visiting (51) 
with this our younger brother, who is looking toward the work 

': 
~, 

.'	 of the Lord, know how we thank thee. For every young man 
that hears thy call. We thank thee for each one who says 
here am I, send me.Oh God, as he thinks of the ministry 
and preaching, the communication of truth to man, through 
man, God's man carrying God's message with the authority of 
the great Sender. Oh, thou, who has called men in the days 
when thou didst walk the dusty roads of earth, or along the 
sandy shores of the sea, to say, follow me. Oh, God, we thank 
thee that here is a young man who has heard thy "follow me." 
and Oh Lord, like some of those of old he may have layed down 
this or that or the other and started to follow thee but dear 
God, make him a fisher of men. Wilt thou prepare him mentally 
and spiritually, physically, and socially every way, Oh, God. 
May he be a good messenger of Jesus Christ. He's facing a 
world that is hurting. This world of ours is a challenging 
world. There are so many, many things that are in need. 
the world is crying for help. North and south and east and 
west, race, creed. (end of tape)l 

,,..-'. . . 
.....-, .; 
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At this point I wish togive some commentary to the 

interview responses that Dr. Nicholson gave to my questions. 

Please note the numbers typed alongside each paragraph. 

They are to be used for locating the appropriate questions 

and responses. Also, in the "appendix" section of this 

paper there is a more complete biographical statement regard

ing Dr. Nicholson's life that he asked me to research if 

needed. It has proven to be helpful in addition to the 

transcribed interview. 

My first question to Dr. Nicholson dealt with his life, 

family, education, and call to ministry. One interesting 

response to be noted is found in paragraph #4. Dr. "Nicholson 

speaks of his grandfather Robert Burns Lindsey who opened a 

Sunday school for the textile mill people. Dr. Nicholson 

speaks of coming from "good roots" with his family background. 

This is such a common element for so many people in the 

holiness movement. The family had so much influence on the 

lives of those growing up in "hard times." From our study 

in class the image of holiness people has been one of hard 

workers in hard times. 

Education was, and is, an important part of life for Dr. 

Nicholson (paragraph #11). He sought to gain academic 

recognition, not for self glory, but rather to be better 

prepared to do the work of God. This is in contrast to many 

of those in the holiness movement who avoided higher education. 

Dr. Nicholson had to "hop, skip, and jump" to accomplish his 

college degree but he was finally successful. 
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The ministry of Dr. Nicholson spans over many years in 

many Wesleyan Methodist churches. Most of these churches are 

in North Carolina with one being in Bradford, Virginia 

(paragraph #13). 

Administration was an area that Dr. Nicholson found 

himself involved in. He has been elected to many offices and 

positions ranging from youth work to horne missions. For a 

complete list of positions and pastorates please note the 

reference in the appendix. 

Perhaps the most interesting aspect for me during the 

interview was Dr. Nicholson's involvement in the area of 

camp meetings. In paragraph #15 through #19 he makes reference 

to many camps allover the world that he has spoken at--90 to 

100 different camps. Paragraph #17 contains a list of many 

of the camp meetings. fur me, the most distinctive trait I 

associate with the holiness movement is the camp meetings. 

God has used Dr. Nicholson to preach holiness to thousands 

of people around the world. 

Dr. Nicholson was privileged to give the Holiness 

Emphasis Week lectures here at Asbury Theological Seminary 

in 1952 (paragraph #20 and #21). A synopsis of these 

lectures can be found in the ATS library.2 Dr. Nicholson also 

wrote an article that is about the life of holiness and is 

pUblished by Wesley Press. 3 

John Wesley had substantial influence on Dr. Nicholson 

and he wrote an article that is worth noting in the April 

1965 issue of Christian Life entitled "John Wesley: Spiritual 



19.
 

~ Revolutionary."4 The theology of John Wesley and its key 

element of "perfectionism" joins with the holiness emphasis 

of the revival movement to produce the Wesleyan Evangelical 

Protestant Faith of today. 

The fourth question that I asked Dr. Nicholson dealt 

with entire sanctification. I was humored by his mother's 

experiences with another woman who did not think very highly 

of the doctrine (paragraph #42). Dr. Nicholson believed in 

the message of entire sanctification as he saw it through 

study and in the lives of others. He personally sought the 

experience and preached it. 

The last question I posed to Dr. Nicholson was one of 

advice to a young minister (paragraph #45). His answer is 
-..,
8;	 priceless in spiritual value. In paragraphs #46-#48 Dr. 

Nicholson speaks of the "preaching that lives." He encourages 

the "selfless life" and a "life committed totally to God." 

He speaks of the Christian life not being necessarily 

rewarding financially but the spiritual rewards are great. 

He values others and their personal relationships. This 

advice plus his prayer were extremely rewarding for me as 

face God's call upon my life for future ministry. 

I 
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CONCLUSION
 

As I now sit and think about the interview that I did 

with Dr. Nicholson, I am reminded of the humbleness of this 

man. A man who is truly devoted to God and who embodies a 

life of perfect love. He is a man of principle who has been 

used by God to promote His kingdom. Dr. Nicholson has been 

such a tremendous force in the Wesleyan denomination. He, 

by his own admission, has not "campaigned" for the positions 

he has held nor the honors he has received, but has said ~ 

when he was needed. 

It was a privilege for me to do this interview and I 

trust these words that are given will lead to a deeper 

appreciation of the holiness movement on the part of all 

those who take note of this presentation. 



APPENDIX(\ 

Nicholson, Roy S., Clergyman; born, Walhalla, S.C., July 12, 
1903; s. Samuel Dendy and Beulah Young (Lindsay) N.; student 
Wesleyan Meth. Acad. and ColI., Central, S.C., 1918-24; D.D. 
Houghton ColI., 1944; Th.B., Central Sch. Religion, 1956; m. 
Ethel Macey, June 26, 1924; children--Roy S., Lee Huffman. 
Ordained to ministry Wesleyan Methodist Ch., 1925; tchr., N.C. 
1924; Pastor, East Radford, Va., 1925-26, Long Shoals, N.C., 
1926-30, Kannapolis, N.C., 1930-35, Brooksville, Fla., 1969
74; supt. Wesleyan Youth Work, 1934-35, Sunday sch. sec. and 
editor, 1935-39, home missionary sec., 1939-43; memo bd. 
adminstrn. Wesleyan Meth. Ch., 1935-59, 63-68, chmn., 1947
49; v.p. Wesleyan Meth. Ch. Am., 1939-47, pres., 1947-59, 
pres. emeritus, 1959-68; prof. Bible, Central Wesleyan ColI. 
1959-68, chmn. div. religion, 1959-68. Editor, Wesleyan Meth., 
Wesleyan Youth, 1943-47; Am. Counselor Immanuel Gen. Mission, 
Japan, 1964--; bd. dirs. Wesleyan Bible Conf. Assn., 1970-79; 
gen. supt. emeritus Wesleyan Ch., 1972--. Chmn. bd. trustees 
Houghton, Central, Miltonvale and Marion colIs., 1947-59; adv. 
council Ky. Mountain Bible Inst., World Gospel Mission. . 
Recipient Distinguished Alumnus of Yr. award Central Wesleyan 
ColI. Alumni assn., 1973. Mem. Nat. Holiness Assn. (bd. adm
instrn. 1955-64, rec. sec. 1969-64). Author: Wesleyan Meth
odism in the South, 1933; History of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church, 1951; Notes on True Holiness, 1952; Arminian Emphases, 
1962; A Valid Theology for Our Day, 1963; Commentary on the 
Pastoral Epistles, 1965; Commentary on the First Epistle of 
Peter, 1969; Studies in Church Doctrine; also articles; 
contbr. to Aldersgate Doctrinal Series, 1963, other pubIs. 
in field. Home: Wesleyan Arms 1909-S N Centennial St. High 
Point NC 27260. 

Source: Marquis. Who's Who in America. Chicago: Marquis 
Who's Who, Inc., 42nd edition, Vol. 2, p. 2470, 1982-83. 
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lRoy Stephen Nicholson, information gathered during 
a personal interview, High Point, North Carolina, April 13, 
1984. 

2Roy S. Nicholson, Notes on True Holiness (Wilmore, 
Kentucky: Asbury Theological Seminary), 1951. 

3Roy S. Nicholson, Holiness and the Human Element 
(Marion Indiana: Wesley Press). 1959. 

4Roy S. Nicholson, "John Wesley: Spiritual Revolutionary," 
Christian Life (Chicago: Christian Life Publications), 1965. 
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