
Crisis 

1. Todd is a pastor, husband, father, active servant leader, and admired by folks in his church and community. He’s a 
likeable guy who strives to be the best person he can be. However, he nevertheless faces significant physical and financial 
difficulties, one being his son becoming very ill.

Do you identify with Todd? Do you strive to be a good person and to do the right thing? Does it seem that no matter how 
good you try to be, you’re still being faced with difficult circumstances that are out of your control? How are you responding, 
or have responded, to crises? 

Reference points for discussion and sharing: Proverbs 3:5–6 and John 14:1. 

2. When Colton recovers from his near death experience, he tells his parents about the visions he experienced. As word spread 
of what he witnessed, people in the community and the church became suspicious, and some even became hostile and 
angry because of their skepticism. 

It is hard that sometimes even things that might seem good, and God-given, can still receive a negative reaction from folks...
even those that are close to us. Are you in a situation where you’re being criticized? Are you being treated unfairly? How are 
you dealing with this emotional and psychological conflict in your life?  

Reference points for discussion and sharing: listen to David’s heart in Psalm 23:1–6. Also consider Proverbs 3:13–14 and 
Revelation 21:1–7. (Note God’s nature and his redemptive love for us.)

Life, Death, and Afterlife 

1. As Colton lay in a hospital bed, to the world he was lifeless; however, spiritually he was alive. Interestingly, in the movie we 
are never told that Colton actually died. Rather it seems likely he was given a vision from God. 

Do you wrestle with the mystery of life and death, the physical and spiritual?

Reference points for discussion and sharing: 1 Corinthians 15:51–57 and John 5:24. 

2. An important theme woven throughout the movie is one of pain and loss. For example, we learn about the difficult loss 
of Colton’s sister, who died in his mother’s womb. Not only does this loss weigh heavily on Colton’s mom and dad, but it 
impacts them emotionally and spiritually. However, through it all, they both remain strong in their faith.   

Reference point for discussion and sharing: John 16:22. (Note: believers in God are not exempt from difficult times of loss; so 
what does this verse teach us about having the right perspective of life/death?) 

3. Colton is given a vision of heaven. We are told through Colton’s description that heaven is full of beauty and splendor, and 
that those that believe in Jesus and his gospel story will be redeemed and restored after life on earth.  

What do you think these passages say about life on earth and life in heaven?

Reference points for discussion and sharing: Acts 25:15 and Philippians 3:20–21.
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Our Hope

1. There is a key moment that takes place when Todd and Colton visit a man who is dying in the hospital. As Todd and the 
man talk, Colton begins to be concerned for the man’s salvation, and that he may have a real relationship with Christ. There 
is no doubt that what Colton experienced in those visions gives him the motivation and passion to share the hope of Jesus 
to those around him.  

What do you think about people being motivated by heaven to share the Christian gospel?

Reference points for discussion and sharing: Deuteronomy 31:6 and Romans 15:13.  

2. A woman in the church, who has been a bit difficult at times for Todd, ends up finding hope through Colton’s vision of her 
son in heaven (who was killed in war). Ultimately the heart and actions of this woman were changed.

It is amazing how in times of crisis and circumstances, God most overtly reveals himself. Though there is mystery as to why 
these things happen, we can have confidence that we are not alone, and that there is always someone who “is” in control.  

Reference point for discussion and sharing: Jeremiah 29:11.  

3. Throughout the movie, we watch as people in the church and community raise the question of why Colton was given these 
visions. “Why?” “What is the purpose?” “There has to be a reason.” As most look outward for an answer, Colton gives us a 
different perspective when he tells his dad that he thought God gave the visions for his dad’s sake. Maybe Colton was right—
maybe God gave him the visions for the struggling pastor’s sake, but maybe God did it for our sakes too.  

Where do you put your hope? Is this a hope you can share with others?

Reference points for discussion and sharing: John 3:16; Romans 5:2–5; and Psalm 43:5. 
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