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Dear Leader:  

 

 Thank you for using the Wesleyan Kids and Awana Clubs, large group materials written and 

produced by The Wesleyan Church. The following lessons are for the first quarter of the Awana Club 

fourth year, beginning in September – although none of the lessons are dated. Each additional quarter’s 

lessons will be available for download a minimum of two weeks prior to the quarter starting. The fourth 

year materials have been written in conjunction with Bible Story Cards available through Wesleyan 

Publishing House at www.wphonline.com    

 This large group material is a key element in the overall Wesleyan Kids and Awana Clubs 

partnership. In addition, we have provided you with small group leader and parent guides as well as 

information on how to lead a child to Christ. All of these are available for download at 

www.wesleyankids.org.   

 Thank you for your commitment to His children and your desire to see them come to know, love 

and serve Jesus. If you have any questions about the material or the Awana Clubs partnership, please 

contact us directly at childrensministry@wesleyan.org or call us at 317-774-3891.  

Serving Him Together,  

 

 
 

General Director  

Spiritual Formation Department  

The Wesleyan Church  

 

 
 

Marilyn Searcey  

Children’s Ministry Leadership Team  

Resource Coordinator  

Spiritual Formation Department 

The Wesleyan Church  

http://www.wphonline.com/
http://www.wesleyankids.org/
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Introduction to the Wesleyan Kids for Awana Clubs Large Group Lessons: Quarter #1: Sparks and 

Truth & Training Age Levels  

The Large Group Time helps pull the entire Awana Clubs night together. This club segment lets kids 

absorb and apply Scripture messages. Large Group Time can include:  

 Announcements to promote upcoming Awana events or church activities  

 Award presentations to recognize clubbers’ achievements  

 Singing to lead clubbers in praising God before the Bible lesson  

 Testimonies so clubbers and leaders can share and encourage one another  

 A Bible lesson to teach clubbers God’s Word and form or strengthen a walk with Christ 

 Invitations for clubbers to talk with leaders about trusting Christ as Savior  

The Large Group Time may be used in combination with the Opening or Closing Ceremonies, which 

would also include pledges to flags, singing of theme songs, and recognition of awards.  

As the Large Group Time leader, you have the flexibility to design your time as it best fits your Awana 

Club. The following lessons are designed to enhance your time and provide an outline for the biblical 

teaching element. The suggested schedule would include Praise and Worship, Teaching Time, and a 

Closing. Specific material for Teaching Time and Closing are attached. The objectives for these lessons 

are cognitive, affective, and behavioral, giving children something to know/believe/understand, to feel 

and to do.  

 

Ideas for Praise and Worship:  

 Create an atmosphere of excitement and energy, warmly welcoming all the clubbers  

 Sing songs that will engage the clubbers interests, provide a time of movement and interaction as 

well as a time of worship and reverence  

 Suggested resources:  

o Hillsong Live Worship for KIDS! by Integrity Music – a DVD set that includes high-

energy songs with motion and slower, worshipful songs all done in kid-friendly style  

o Shout Praises Kids, MPEG resources by Integrity Music offers a variety of song titles 

from hymns, well-known contemporary choruses, and kid-sized songs all with the 

ease of use in MPEG format  
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 Include time of praises, prayer requests, and prayer time leading into Teaching Time or 

following  

 

For specific instruction on how to lead children in worship through music, contact us at 

childrensministry@wesleyan.org for a free download.  

 

 

Lesson Outlines:  

Lessons Written By: Jeremy Mavis  

Edited By: Marilyn Searcey  

 

Week 1: Jesus’ Birth  

Week 2   Jesus At The Temple 

Week 3:  John the Baptist & Jesus’ Baptism 

Week 4:  Jesus’ Temptation 

Week 5:  Calling the Disciples 

Week 6:  Sermon OnThe Mount 

Week 7:  The Paralyzed Man 

Week 8:  Casting Out Demons 

Week 9:  Jairus’ Daughter/Touching The Garment  

Week 10: Feeding the 5,000 

Week 11: Jesus Walking On Water 

Week 12: Raising Lazarus 

 

** The fourth year of the Awana Clubs and Wesleyan Kids material has been written in 

conjunction with the Bible Story Cards available through Wesleyan Publishing House at 

wphonline.com  
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Additional Resources:  

For additional Wesleyan-based teaching resources we recommend the Building Faith Kids Series  

 

Leaders Guide: for each age level contains 52 concepts, assessment tools to see if your kids are "on 

target", teaching lessons for each concept, and additional resources.  

Learning About God - Basic Christian Concepts for Preschoolers  

Growing Like Jesus - Essential Christian Concepts for Elementary Students  

Knowing God's Truth - Advanced Christian Concepts for Middle Schoolers  

 

Students Book: for each age level is fully reproducible, accompanies the teaching lesson providing 

opportunity for individual response to concept and take-home page for a week of family activities  

Learning About God - Basic Christian Concepts for Preschoolers  

Growing Like Jesus - Essential Christian Concepts for Elementary Students  

Knowing God's Truth - Advanced Christian Concepts for Middle Schoolers  

All materials may be viewed at www.wesleyankids.org and accessing the Building Faith Kids icon and 

ordered from Wesleyan Publishing at www.wesleyan.org/wph/    

http://www.wesleyankids.org/
http://www.wesleyan.org/wph/
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 1  

Lesson 1: Birth of Jesus  
 
Scripture:  Matthew 1:18—2:23; Luke 1:26—2:20 
 
Lesson Objectives: 
 

 Students will learn about the birth of Jesus 

 Students will learn that God often uses unexpected things to accomplish His purposes 
  

Memory verse:  
 
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.  
Luke 2:11(NIrV) 
 
Material Needed: 
 

 Music CD and player 

 Suggested songs: 

 Bible Cards  #51-52 

 Prepare two gifts.  One gift will be a box filled with rocks, dirt, or other undesirable gift, 
but this box will be wrapped elaborately with ribbons and bows as if it is an expensive 
gift.  Prepare another box with a very desirable gift, like candy, but prepare this in a very 
plain package wrapped in ripped newspaper, or in a grocery bag. 

 
Suggested Schedule: 
 

 Praise and worship: 8 minutes 

 Introduction and Story: 14 minutes 

 Closing: 8 minutes 
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION: 

 

 Present two types of packages (one elaborately wrapped and one that is not pretty).  

Say: I have two gifts here that I would love to share with you.  As you can see, this one looks like 

it is very expensive.  We can tell by the wrapping that whatever is in this box must be a really 

nice gift.  There must not be much in this other gift.   Allow students to choose which gift they 

would like and share the contents with all the students.   

 Say: How many were surprised by what was inside?  This one gift looked like it would 

have something special in it, but the special gift was inside this old bag/box.  Sometimes God 

chooses the most unexpected packages to carry His special gifts.  Like Mary – she wasn’t fancy 

at all, but God chose her to carry the special gift of Jesus, who would be the Savior of the world.  

 

TEACHING TIME STORY:  

 A young woman named Mary was chosen to carry the Christ-child. An angel appeared to 

her and revealed the news. This messenger instructed the teenager to name her son, Jesus. 

Mary, however, was pledged to be married to Joseph from Nazareth. Seeing as how a virgin 

should not be with child, Joseph was going to quietly break up with her. An angel then 

appeared to Joseph and relayed the news to him about the child. Joseph immediately 

understood and obeyed the Lord’s command. 

 A royal decree went out that all the known world was to be taxed. Everyone had to go 

to their place of birth and register and pay the taxes. Joseph was born in Bethlehem, the city of 

David, so he and Mary made their way to this small town. Mary was about ready to have the 

baby. When they got to Bethlehem all the rooms were filled up—no sleeping places were 

available! An animal stable was offered to them and they took it. That is where the God-man 

was born, amidst the animals He created. He was wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a 

manger. 

 Meanwhile, an angel task force was sent to the nearby shepherd offices to spread the 

good news (gospel) about the Christ-child. The shepherds were blown away by the dazzling 

array of heavenly host singing and giving praise to God. The shepherds then made their way to 
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the stable where Jesus was and they bowed down and worshiped Him. They also spread the 

news to others concerning the child and the people were amazed! 

 Mary and Joseph marveled at the events surrounding the birth of this miraculous child. 

They named Him Jesus just as the angel had instructed them. 

 Wise men from the east were following a star that had appeared to them. They stopped 

in Jerusalem and asked King Herod where the king of the Jews was to be born. King Herod was 

disturbed and placed an inquiry into the prophet’s accounts surrounding the birth of the Christ 

child. He found out: Bethlehem in Judea. 

 So the wise men proceeded towards this tiny town with a special request from Herod: 

“When you find this king, let me know so I can go and worship Him.” The magi arrived in 

Bethlehem, found Jesus, bowed down before Him and worshiped Him. They presented Him 

with gifts: gold, incense, and myrrh. And then they left. The wise men took a different way 

home because they had been warned in a dream not to go tell Herod about the Christ-child. 

This infuriated Herod, who then took it upon himself to have all the baby boys in the area of 

Bethlehem killed who were two years or younger. Meanwhile, Joseph and Mary and the baby 

Jesus fled to Egypt. They came back to Nazareth when they were told by an angel that it was 

safe. “And the child grew and became strong; He was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God 

was upon Him” (Luke 2:40). 

 

CLOSING/PRAYER:  

Divine Intervention 

 I find it interesting that God picked a couple of teenagers to handle this important task 

of birthing and raising the Christ-child. It is neat that an angel appeared to Mary to impart this 

divine selection of her to carry this special baby as well as her betrothed husband, Joseph, who 

was gently informed by another angel what was really going on with Mary’s pregnancy. God 

spoke to them loudly and clearly, and these two young people humbly obeyed. Does God 

intervene today? Does He send angels to deliver messages? Does God speak loudly and clearly 

more than just with Mary and Joseph? The answer is ABSOLUTELY, however, God chooses to 
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use a variety of ways and means to accomplish His communication. Let’s talk about some of the 

different ways He uses... 

Insignificant Events can often have a lot of Significance 

 Sometimes it is not the big, flashy things that happen in life are the things to get excited 

about. Rather, maybe it is the simple, often insignificant things which are the most significant in 

light of eternity. I know that I often argue with my wife about having something my way at the 

moment, only later to realize that that little thing did not really matter at all. Maybe being nice 

to someone that others are mean to may seem really insignificant to you, but that is REALLY 

significant to the person you were nice to. That is how we impact and change our world: 

bringing significance to seemingly insignificant tasks. 

 

Questions: Remembering: 

1. Who did God choose to be the “mother” of Jesus?   
Mary 
 

2. Who was Mary betrothed or engaged to?      
Joseph 
 

3. What name was Mary and Joseph supposed to give to the baby?   
 Immanuel 
 
4. What city did Mary and Joseph have to travel to?     

Bethlehem 
 

5. Who came to visit Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus?     
Shepherds and wisemen 
 

6. Who announced the birth of Jesus to the shepherds?    
A lot of ANGELS, a Heavenly Host. 

 
 
 
Prayer: 
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 1  
Lesson 2 Jesus at the Temple 
 
Scripture: Luke 2:21-52 
 
Lesson Objectives: 
 

 Students will learn about traditions that connect us to our family and to God 

 Students will learn about obedience 
 

Memory verse:  
 
For my eyes have seen your salvation.  Luke 2:30 (NIrV) 
 
 
Material Needed: 
 

 Music CD and player 

 Suggested songs: 

 Bible Card #54 
 
Suggested Schedule: 
 

 Praise and worship: 8 minutes 

 Introduction and Story: 14 minutes 

 Closing: 8 minutes 
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION: 

Rituals and Traditions: 

 

Every year, Jesus’ family would travel to Jerusalem for the annual Passover celebration— the 

remembrance of when God delivered Israel (the people of God) out of slavery in Egypt.  

What are your family traditions?  

What do you do on an annual basis to help you remember things in your family?  

What are the traditions of the Christian faith?  

What do Christians do every year? 

 

TEACHING TIME STORY:  

 Eight days after Jesus was born He was circumcised according to the Law of Moses. 

Then, later, He was presented in the temple in Jerusalem because “every firstborn male is to be 

consecrated to the Lord” (Luke 2:23). A man named Simeon, righteous and devout, had been 

waiting for the consolation of Israel (in other words, He had been waiting for the Lord to reveal 

who the Messiah was to Him). The Holy Spirit had revealed to Him that He would not die until 

“he had seen the Lord’s Christ” (Luke 2:26). 

 When Simeon went into the temple that day, he was moved by the Spirit. When he saw 

the baby that Mary and Joseph brought in, Simeon took him in his arms and said: 

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your 
 servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which  
you have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation 
 to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel” Luke 2:29-32. 
 

Mary and Joseph “marveled” at what was said about their baby Jesus.  

 There was also a prophetess named Anna who never left the temple, but remained 

fasting and praying and worshiping the Lord day and night.  

  “Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God 
   and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the  
  redemption of Jerusalem”   Luke 2:38. 
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Mary and Joseph then returned to Nazareth after having completed all that the law required of 

them.  

  “And the child grew and became strong; He was filled with wisdom, 
  and the grace of God was upon Him” Luke 2:40. 
 
Twelve years pass with no record of circumstances or stories in Jesus’ life—only that the family 

went to Jerusalem every year for Passover. 

 Once during an annual visit to Jerusalem, after attending the feast of Passover, Jesus’ 

parents were returning home, thinking that Jesus was traveling on ahead of them. After a day, 

they began looking for Him among family and friends but they could not find Him. So they went 

back to the city to search for Him. 

  “After three days they found Him in the temple courts, sitting among  
  the teachers, listening to them and asking questions. Everyone who  
  heard Him was amazed at His understanding and His answers”   
  Luke 2:46-47. 
 
Jesus’ mom kind of scolded Him saying:  
 
  “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been  
  anxiously searching for you” Luke 2:48. 
 

Jesus asked them why they were searching for Him when they should know that He must be in 

His father’s house.  

  “But they did not understand what He was saying to them” Luke 2:50. 
  The Bible then says that Jesus went home with His parents and was  
  obedient to them.“And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor  
  with God and with men” Luke 2:5. 
 
 
CLOSING/PRAYER:  
 
Obedience 

Jesus modeled obedience to His parents. It doesn’t seem like He did when He stayed behind at 

the Temple for a number of days until His parents came looking for Him, but He was. Jesus was 

to live His life according to what His heavenly father wanted that also meant being obedient to 
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His earthly parents. Because Christianity is about following Jesus and looking like the kind of 

people God wants in this world, we have to work hard at obeying our parents! 

 

Questions: Remembering: 

1. Who were the two people who lived in the Temple who were really excited to see baby 
Jesus?  
Simeon and Anna 

 
2. What annual celebration did Jesus’ family go to when He was twelve?   

Passover 
 

3. How long did it take for Mary and Joseph to realize that Jesus was missing?     
One day 

 
4. How long did it take Jesus’ parents to find Him when they went back to Jerusalem to 

look for Him?  
Three days 

  
5. What did Mary say when she found Jesus?  

“Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously 
searching for you” (Luke 2:48) 

 
6. What did Jesus say to His mom?  

“Why were you searching for Me? Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” 
(Luke 2:49) 
 

 
 

Prayer: 
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 1  
Lesson 3:  John the Baptist & Jesus Baptism 
 
Scripture: Matthew 3:1-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:1-37; John 3:22-36 
 
Lesson Objectives: 
 

 Students will learn about Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist 

 Students will learn that we are called to live different from the world’s standards  
 

Memory verse:  
 
And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased.”  
Matthew 3:17 (NIV) 
 
Material Needed: 
 

 Music CD and player 

 Suggested songs: 

 Bible Card #55 

 Prepare someone in advance to make an appearance as John the Baptist.  This character 
should have disheveled hair, a furry coat, and a big, funky belt around his waist.  He 
should be wild and boisterous.   

 Provide a jar of honey for John the Baptist 

 Provide a fake locust, cricket, or other bug for John the Baptist 
 
Suggested Schedule: 
 

 Praise and worship: 8 minutes 

 Introduction and Story: 14 minutes 

 Closing: 8 minutes 
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION: 

 Say: I heard we have a special guest today.  I’ve heard that John the Baptist decided to 

come to church today.  (Invite guest in. John the Baptist should come in acting “strange” 

running around the room, looking for his honey.  While you try to do an interview with him, he 

will be looking under children, behind doors, in his armpits, or other strange places for his 

honey. He should grunt and be very erratic with his behavior.) 

 Attempt to ask John the following questions:  (ad lib more questions if desired) 

1.  John, why do they call you “John the Baptist”?  Did you go to a Baptist church or 
something?  (Because I was the one who baptized Jesus) 
 

2. Why do you wear all of this fur? (It helps keep me warm) 

3. What was it like to baptize Jesus? (It was awesome, especially when God spoke to 
us) 
 

4. Why are you looking for honey? (Because I love honey covered crickets! – John 
shows bug, finds his honey and dips bug into honey and pretends to eat it) 
 

 
TEACHING TIME STORY:  

 Jesus had a cousin named John. The evangelists (or writers of the Gospels) refer to him 

as “John the Baptist”, probably because He began baptizing people out in the wilderness. In the 

dessert of Judea beside the Jordan River, one could hear: 

 REPENT! 
  FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS AT HAND! 
 BE BAPTIZED! 
  WASH THOSE SINS AWAY! 
 
“He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins”  Luke 3:3.  
 
John was a wild man! He wore clothes made of camel’s hair and had a leather belt around his 
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey   Matthew 3:4.  
 
He was a crazy man who single-handedly challenged the religious elite to repent. John was a  

prophet: 
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  “A voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord,  
  make straight paths for Him. Every valley shall be filled in, every  
  mountain and hill made low. The crooked roads shall become straight, 
   the rough ways smooth. And all mankind will see God’s salvation”    
  Isaiah 40:3-5. 
 
“People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 

Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River” (Matthew 3:5-6). He was a 

huge attraction. People liked his subversive, wild message. 

 John the Baptist was a prophet whose mission was to prepare the way for the Messiah, 

the Christ. “I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of 

whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire” 

Luke 3:16. He preached good news to the people while blazing a trail that pointed to the 

Messiah. 

 One day, Jesus showed up. It was revealed to John the Baptist that he would know it 

was the Messiah when the Spirit in the form of a dove was going to rest upon the Christ and a 

voice from heaven that spoke. John tried to tell Jesus: “I need to be baptized by you…” 

(Matthew 3:14). Jesus asked John to baptize Him and he consented. When Jesus was baptized: 

“At that moment heaven was opened, and He saw the Spirit of God descend like a dove and 

lighting on Him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with Him I am well 

pleased’” (Matthew 3:16-17). 

 To fulfill all righteousness, Jesus was baptized by John along with the divine approval 

and affirmation of God the Father (the voice) and God the Spirit (the dove). Jesus was thus 

declared to be the Messiah. But there still was a lot of work to do in order for people to follow a 

messiah. However, Jesus began His messianic calling by doing something very OT-like—He went 

through the water (baptism). Like the Israelites as they left slavery and exile in Egypt through 

the parting of the Red Sea as they headed to the land of Promise, Jesus was “re-enacting” 

Israel’s story. Basically, Jesus was taking on Israel’s identity and would live out God’s intended 

calling as He had intended Israel to accomplish but could not. Jesus would be the true 

fulfillment of blessing and salvation for the entire world. 
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CLOSING/PRAYER:  

Being Different 

 John the Baptist was different! I mean, living in the wilderness and eating bugs for 

dinner is definitely being different! But do you think John was trying to be different? 

Absolutely! John was being a different kind of God-like leader for the people of Israel (the 

people of God). All the current God-like leaders were not very God-like. All they cared about 

was how well people followed rules and looked like them. The difference in John was that he 

lived SO differently that people took notice of him and how God-like he REALLY was! Can we be 

that kind of different as Jesus people? Or do we just look like everybody else and no one can 

tell that we follow God? 

 
Questions: Remembering 

1. What was the name of Jesus’ cousin?  
John 
 

2. What was John well-known for?  
Baptizing people in the wilderness 
 

3. Who did not like that John the Baptist was baptizing in the wilderness?  
The Pharisees and teachers of the law 
 

4. Who ended up being the Messiah that John baptized?  
Jesus 
 

5. What happened after Jesus came out of the water?  
“At that moment heaven was opened, and He saw the Spirit of God descend  like a 
dove and lighting on Him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; 
with Him I am well pleased’” (Matthew 3:16-17) 
 

6. What is so special about baptism?  
Why should we get baptized? 

 
 
 
Prayer: 
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 1  
Lesson 4: Jesus’ Temptation 
 
Scripture: Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13 
 
Lesson Objectives: 
 

 Students will learn that even Jesus was tempted 

 Students will learn that we can overcome temptation with the Word of God 
 

Memory verse:  
 
Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.”   Matthew 4:4 (NIV) 
 
Material Needed: 
 

 Music CD and player 

 Suggested songs: 

 Bible Card # 56 

 A plate of cookies, or other yummy snack 
 
Suggested Schedule: 
 

 Praise and worship: 8 minutes 

 Introduction and Story: 14 minutes 

 Closing: 8 minutes 
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION: 
 
 Provide a cookie, candy bar, or other yummy snack to each student.  Say: Here is a treat 

for you but whatever I say or do, you may not eat the snack.  You must hold it in your hands 

and keep it there. 

 After giving this instruction, take your own plate of cookies or other yummy snack and 

proceed to dramatically open, bite, chew and devour the snack.  While your mouth is full, stuff 

more snack in and talk about how delicious the snack is.  Talk about how ooey-gooey it is or 

how chocolately it is.   

 Say: This snack is so good and by now you’re probably upset that I am getting to eat this 

treat while you are sitting there with yours.  Do you think I am being mean for tempting you 

with this treat?  Today we are going to hear a story about when Jesus was tempted.  While I’m 

telling the story, you can eat your treat. 

 
TEACHING TIME STORY:  

 After Jesus is baptized by John in the Jordan River, the Spirit of God leads Jesus into the 

wilderness where He fasts and is tempted for forty days. 

3The tempter came to Him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become 

bread.” 4Jesus answered, “It is written:  ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word 

that comes from the mouth of God.’” 5Then the devil took Him to the holy city and had Him 

stand on the highest point of the temple. 6”If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself 

down. For it is written: ‘He will command His angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in 

their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 7Jesus answered him, “It is 

also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 8Again, the devil took Him to a very 

high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9”All this I 

will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away from 

Me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.’” 11Then the devil 

left Him, and angels came and attended Him. (Matthew 4:3-11) 

 If you will remember, Jesus baptism represented the Israelites passing through the Red 

Sea on their way out of slavery in Egypt and on their way to the Promised Land. Jesus’ forty 
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days of temptation would thus represent the forty years of the Israelites wandering in the 

wilderness after they had passed through the water. I can’t remember, did the Israelites pass or 

fail their forty years wandering the wilderness? FAILED! They kept whining and complaining and 

definitely did not follow the Word of God. Jesus as the messiah representative of Israel is living 

out Israel’s story as God intended it, not as it actually happened.  

 As we will see, Jesus is the true representative of Israel and succeeds in living out Israel’s 

story as a source of salvation and blessing for the world. 

  

CLOSING/PRAYER: 

WORD of God 

Jesus withstands temptation with the WORD of God. “For the word of God is living and active. 

Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and 

marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12). How well do you 

know God’s WORD? How much of God’s WORD is in you? Could you withstand/resist 

temptation like Jesus did with the amount of God’s WORD that you have in your heart? The 

WORD of God is powerful. Knowing it is very important in the life of a Christian. That is why it is 

important to read it often. 

 

Questions: 

1. Where did the Spirit of God lead Jesus?     
Into the wilderness 
 

2. What did Jesus NOT do for forty days?     
Eat or drink; He fasted 
 

3. Who tempted Jesus to make bread to eat?     
Satan 
 

4. Who tempted Jesus to jump off the Temple?    
Satan 
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5. Who tempted Jesus to bow down and worship him?   
Satan 
 

6. What did Jesus resist Satan’s temptations with?    
God’s WORD 
 

7. What would you have said to Satan? 
 

Prayer: 
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 1 
Lesson 5: Calling the Disciples  
 
 
Scripture: Mark 1:14-20 
 
Lesson Objectives: 
 

 Students will have a better understanding of what it means to be called by Jesus  
 

Memory verse:  
 
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” (Mark 1:17) 
 
Material Needed: 
 

 Music CD and player 

 Suggested songs: 

 Bible Card #57 
 
Suggested Schedule: 
 

 Praise and worship: 8 minutes 

 Introduction and Story: 14 minutes 

 Closing: 8 minutes 
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION: 
 
On individual poster board (4”x16”) rectangle write the names of the 12 Disciples. Use different 

methods (make a game of it) to encourage your students to memorize all 12 disciples, as an 

example try putting them in alphabetical order. Repeat them several times.  

A ~ Andrew 
B ~ Bartholomew 
J ~ James, James, Judas, Judas, John 
M ~ Matthew 
P ~ Peter, Philip 
S ~ Simon 
T ~ Thomas 
 

TEACHING TIME STORY:  

Jesus Announces the Good News 

 14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15 

“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the 

good news!”   

 

Jesus Calls His First Disciples 

 16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a 

net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you 

out to fish for people.” 18 At once they left their nets and followed Him.  

 19 When He had gone a little farther, He saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a 

boat, preparing their nets. 20 Without delay He called them, and they left their father Zebedee 

in the boat with the hired men and followed Him. (Mark 1:14-20 NIV) 

 

Jesus is preparing for His travel to teach and preach to the people He knew He had come for.  

He goes to the fishing shores of the Sea of Galilee and finds Peter and his brother Andrew, upon 

calling them Peter and Andrew drop their fishing gear and follow Jesus.  Jesus wants to prepare 

them to fish for people.  As the three of them went on and found James and John, He called 

them to follow Him off they all went.  
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CLOSING/PRAYER:  

Follow Him: 

As Christians we are called to “Follow Jesus”, Think about what this means in your life. Jesus 

wants us to be an example of Him to others we come in contact with. This means our parents, 

brothers, sisters, everyone.  Let children give examples of how we can “Follow Him” to be who 

He wants us to be. 

 

Questions: 

1. What were the men called who followed Jesus?                        
Disciples 
 

2. Who were the first two disciples that Jesus called?                                                            
Peter and Andrew 
 

3. What does “I will send you out to fish for people” mean?                                                
Jesus will help those who believe and trust in Him to go out and “catch” or “win” 
people for Jesus.  
 

4. What are the names of the 12 Disciples?                                                                            
Peter, Andrew, James son of Zebedee, John, Phillip, Thomas, Matthew, James son of 
Alphaeus, Simon, Bartholomew, Thaddaeus and Judas 
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 1  
Lesson 6: Sermon on the Mount – Kingdom of God Presented  
 
Scripture:  Matthew 5:1—7:29; Luke 6:17-49 
 
Lesson Objectives: 
 

 Students will learn about the Sermon on the Mount 

 Students will learn that Jesus’ teaching is different from what we are used to 
 

Memory verse:  
 
…let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in 
heaven.  Matthew 5:16 (NIV) 
 
Material Needed: 
 

 Music CD and player 

 Suggested songs: 

 Bible Card # 61 

 Provide small toys or trinkets to be auctioned off 

 Provide Monopoly money or other “pretend” money 
 
Suggested Schedule: 
 

 Praise and worship: 8 minutes 

 Introduction and Story: 14 minutes 

 Closing: 8 minutes 
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION: 

 Using the small trinkets or toys, set up an auction.  Allow students to use their “pretend” 

money to bid on and purchase items.  HOWEVER, this auction is different in that the lowest bid 

wins.  Do not tell the students this, but rather let them figure this out on their own when they 

realize that the price is going down.  Allow students to bid as low as they can and if a student 

bids something other than money, then all the better, such as giving you a hug, or helping clean 

up after class, or giving their money to their neighbor.   

 Say: This auction was different than any you’ve ever seen because the lowest bid won.  

This is how it is in God’s economy: Things that we think are important aren’t really important.  

Things that mean a lot to us don’t mean that much to God.  Listen to the way that Jesus tried to 

teach this lesson:  

 

TEACHING TIME STORY:  

 Imagine a world where love, holiness, and justice were the primary characteristics of 

society rather than cruelty, hatred, and violence. Think about what life would be like if 

everyone chose to love, be kind, exhibit gentleness and goodness, think about others before 

themselves, and forgive immediately. Is this kind of life possible? “Yes!” Jesus says, “Yes! 

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near” (Matthew 4:17). 

 The economy of God is the antithesis (or opposite) to the economy of this world. You 

know those people who are poor in spirit, the ones you write off? ...the kingdom of heaven is 

theirs. Those mourners… they will be comforted. The meek? …they will inherit the earth. 

Exactly the opposite the way people thought things were. For you see, in the economy of God, 

the last will be first and the first will be last. Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, will 

be filled and no longer hungry. The ones who are merciful, let others go before themselves, 

they will be shown the very thing they exhibited— mercy. The pure in heart (the ones people 

walk on) will see God. And so on and so on. Perhaps in our community we might hear: Blessed 

is the Native American for they shall dance before The Great Spirit. 

 Jesus came preaching the kingdom of God and its nearness to our hearts and lives. He 

went up on a mountainside and sat down and He began to teach His disciples. This has become 
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known as the Sermon on the Mount. It is one of Jesus’ few sermons that He spoke. In His 

teachings about the economy of God, He turned the world He lived in upside down. The things 

Jesus talked about and referred to had dangerous implications: “You have heard that it was 

said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’ But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has 

already committed adultery with her in his heart” (Matthew 5:27-28). 

 The people who lived during the time of Jesus took the law seriously. They thought that 

by keeping the “letter of the law”, doing everything just right, then God would send them a 

deliverer (just like Moses) to kick the ugly, nasty Romans out of their land. Other people 

thought that by taking matters into their own hands was the answer— violence. Still others 

thought that by removing themselves from society and practicing the non-conformity to the 

pagans, the deliverer would come. So one can see that when Jesus came preaching good news 

to the poor, non-violence, and the “spirit of the law”, He made enemies on many sides. No 

wonder they all wanted to kill Him in the end. 

 The Sermon on the Mount contains many amazing truths and lessons regarding how 

things work and operate in God’s economy. Things like turning the other cheek when you are 

struck; loving your enemies; being a light to the world, shining it upon a hill and not under a 

bowl; praying, fasting, and giving in secret so as not to proclaim it before other people but only 

to the Father who sees all; not worrying about the things of this life, but storing for yourselves 

treasures in heaven. Jesus’ teaching in these three chapters is bottomless in its clarity and yet 

depth of wisdom. One could meditate in this section of Scripture for years and still mine 

amazing truths about the kind of world that God desires for His people. 

Jesus concludes His sermon with a memorable illustration and warning: 

 
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise 
man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds 
blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 
But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a 
foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds 
blew and beat against the house, and it fell with a great crash” (Matthew 7:24-27) 
 

Remember to build on the solid rock of Jesus Christ and no other. 
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CLOSING/Prayer: 

There are too many application elements to count, however here are a few you could 

cover: 

 

Forgiveness    Prayer      Be Salt and Light 

Mercy     Fasting     Go the Second Mile 

Turn the Other Cheek  Giving Sacrificially    Let Your “Yes” be “Yes” 

Love Your Enemies   Store Treasures in Heaven   Don’t Worry 

 

Questions: 
 

1. What did Jesus tell us we are supposed to do to our enemies?  
Love them 
 

2. What kind of house does a wise man build?  
A wise man builds a house on a rock, which holds firm 
 

3. What kind of house does a foolish man build?  
A foolish man builds a house on the sand, which washes  away 
 

4. What was the MAIN POINT of Jesus’ sermon?  
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand (or near)!” 
 

5. How should we (today) respond to Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount? 

 

Prayer: 

 

  



33 

 

 
  



34 

 

 
 
SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 1  
Lesson 7: Jesus Heals A… 
    
Scripture:   Lame Man:  Paralytic John 5:1-9 Matthew 9:2-8; Mark 2:3-12; Luke 5:18-26 
         Man Born Blind:  John 9:1-41 
         Man with a Shriveled Hand:  Matthew 12:9-13; Mark 3:1-5; Luke 6:6-10  
  
Lesson Objectives: 
 

 Students will learn that Jesus has the power to heal 
 

Memory verse:  
 
…but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. John 9:3 
 
Material Needed: 
 

 Music CD and player 

 Suggested songs: 

 Bible Card #58 

 A first-aid kit and various medical supplies 
 
Suggested Schedule: 
 

 Praise and worship: 8 minutes 

 Introduction and Story: 14 minutes 

 Closing: 8 minutes 
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION: 

 Say: Today I brought out our first-aid kit.  I hope no one has to use it today, but I thought 

we’d go through it and see if everything that we need is in here, just in case.  It’s good to do a 

check of your first-aid kit every once in a while and restock it.   

 Pull out the items of your first-aid kit and talk about what illness/hurt each item is used 

to treat.  

 Say: These are all things that help us when we are sick or hurt so that we can be well, 

but there is something that cannot fit inside this box that is the most helpful for healing our 

illness.  (allow students to guess)  It’s Jesus.  Jesus has the power to heal, more than any 

medicine or bandage.  Listen to these stories of how Jesus healed some people: 

 

TEACHING TIME STORY:  

Lame Man: 

1Soon another Feast came around and Jesus was back in Jerusalem. 2Near the Sheep Gate in 

Jerusalem there was a pool, in Hebrew called Bethesda, with five alcoves. 3Hundreds of sick 

people--blind, crippled, paralyzed--were in these alcoves. 5One man had been an invalid there 

for thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus saw him stretched out by the pool and knew how long he 

had been there, He said, "Do you want to get well?" 7The sick man said, "Sir, when the water is 

stirred, I don't have anybody to put me in the pool. By the time I get there, somebody else is 

already in." 8Jesus said, "Get up, take your bedroll, start walking." 9The man was healed on the 

spot. He picked up his bedroll and walked off. That day happened to be the Sabbath.   

John 5:1-9 (MSG) 

 

Shriveled Hand: 

1Then He [Jesus] went back in the meeting place where He found a man with a crippled hand. 

2The Pharisees had their eyes on Jesus to see if He would heal him, hoping to catch Him in a 

Sabbath infraction. 3He said to the man with the crippled hand, "Stand here where we can see 

you." 4Then He spoke to the people: "What kind of action suits the Sabbath best? Doing good 

or doing evil? Helping people or leaving them helpless?" No one said a word. 5He looked them 
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in the eye, one after another, angry now, furious at their hard-nosed religion. He said to the 

man, "Hold out your hand." He held it out--it was as good as new!  Mark 3:1-5 (MSG) 

 

Paralytic: 

18Some men arrived carrying a paraplegic on a stretcher. They were looking for a way to get 

into the house and set him before Jesus. 19When they couldn't find a way in because of the 

crowd, they went up on the roof, removed some tiles, and let him down in the middle of 

everyone, right in front of Jesus. 20Impressed by their bold belief, He said, "Friend, I forgive 

your sins." 21That set the religion scholars and Pharisees buzzing. "Who does He think He is? 

That's blasphemous talk! God and only God can forgive sins." 22Jesus knew exactly what they 

were thinking and said, "Why all this gossipy whispering? 23Which is simpler: to say "I forgive 

your sins,' or to say "Get up and start walking'? 24Well, just so it's clear that I'm the Son of Man 

and authorized to do either or both. . . ." He now spoke directly to the paraplegic: "Get up. Take 

your bedroll and go home."  25Without a moment's hesitation, he did it--got up, took his 

blanket,  and left for home, giving glory to God all the way. 26The people rubbed their eyes, 

incredulous—and then also gave glory to God. Awestruck, they said, "We've never seen 

anything like that!"  Luke 5:18-26 (MSG) 

 
 
Man Born Blind: 
 
1Walking down the street, Jesus saw a man blind from birth. 2His Disciples asked, "Rabbi, who 

sinned: this man or his parents, causing him to be born blind?" 3Jesus said, "You're asking the 

wrong question.  You're looking for someone to blame. There is no such cause-effect here.  

Look instead for what God can do. 4We need to be energetically at work for the One who sent 

Me here, working while the sun shines. When night falls, the workday is over. 5For as long as I 

am in the world, there is plenty of light. I am the world's Light."6He said this and then spit in the 

dust, made a clay paste with the saliva, rubbed the paste on the blind man's eyes, 7and said, 

"Go, wash at the Pool of Siloam" (Siloam means "Sent"). The man went and washed--and saw. 

8Soon the town was buzzing. His relatives and those who year after year had seen him as a 

blind man begging were saying, "Why, isn't this the man we knew, who sat here and begged?" 
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9Others said, "It's him all right!" But others objected, "It's not the same man at all. It just looks 

like him." He said, "It's me, the very one." 10They said, "How did your eyes get opened?" 11"A 

man named Jesus made a paste and rubbed it on my eyes and told me, "Go to Siloam and 

wash.' I did what He said. When I washed, I saw." 12"So where is He?" "I don't know." 13They 

marched the man to the Pharisees. 14This day when Jesus made the paste and healed his 

blindness was the Sabbath. 15The Pharisees grilled him again on how he had come to see. He 

said, "He put a clay paste on my eyes, and I washed, and now I see." 16Some of the Pharisees 

said, "Obviously, this man can't be from God. He doesn't keep the Sabbath." Others countered, 

"How can a bad man do miraculous, God-revealing things like this?" There was a split in their 

ranks. 17They came back at the blind man, "You're the expert. He opened your eyes. What do 

you say about Him?" He said, "He is a prophet." 18The Jews didn't believe it, didn't believe the 

man was blind to begin with. So they called the parents of the man now bright-eyed with sight. 

19They asked them, "Is this your son, the one you say was born blind? So how is it that he now 

sees?" 20His parents said, "We know he is our son, and we know he was born blind.  21But we 

don't know how he came to see--haven't a clue about who opened his eyes. Why don't you ask 

him? He's a grown man and can speak for himself." 22(His parents were talking like this 

because they were intimidated by the Jewish leaders, who had already decided that  anyone 

who took a stand that this was the Messiah would be kicked  out of the meeting place. 23That's 

why his parents said, "Ask him. He's a grown man.") 24They called the man back a second time-

-the man who had been blind--and told him, "Give credit to God. We know this man is an 

impostor." 25He replied, "I know nothing about that one way or the other.  But I know one 

thing for sure: I was blind . . . I now see." 26They said, "What did He do to you? How did He 

open your eyes?" 27"I've told you over and over and you haven't listened. Why do you want to 

hear it again? Are you so eager to become His disciples?" 28With that they jumped all over him. 

"You might be a disciple of that man, but we're disciples of Moses. 29We know for sure that 

God spoke to Moses, but we have no idea where this man even comes from." 30The man 

replied, "This is amazing! You claim to know nothing about Him, but the fact is, He opened my 

eyes! 31It's well known that God isn't at the beck and call of sinners, but listens carefully to 

anyone who lives in reverence and does His will. 32That someone opened the eyes of a man 
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born blind has never been heard of--ever. 33If this man didn't come from God, he wouldn't be 

able to do anything." 34They said, "You're nothing but dirt! How dare you take that tone with 

us!" Then they threw him out in the street. 35Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and 

went and found him. He asked him, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" 36The man said, 

"Point Him out to me, sir, so that I can believe in Him." 37Jesus said, "You're looking right at 

Him. Don't you recognize my voice?" 38"Master, I believe," the man said, and worshiped Him. 

39Jesus then said, "I came into the world to bring everything into the clear light of day, making 

all the distinctions clear, so that those who have never seen will see, and those who have made 

a great pretense of seeing will be exposed as blind." 40Some Pharisees overheard Him and said, 

"Does that mean you're calling us blind?" 41Jesus said, "If you were really blind, you would be 

blameless, but since you claim to see everything so well, you're accountable for every fault and 

failure."  John 9:1-41 (MSG)  

 

CLOSING/PRAYER 

What Can I Do For You? 

 I find it interesting that in the story of Jesus healing the lame man, instead of just 

healing him, Jesus asked him what he wanted. Jesus wanted what the lame man wanted. 

Sometimes when we look at other people—even ourselves—we think we know what we need, 

instead of asking the question: “what can I do for you?” Jesus wants to meet the needs of our 

hearts, and those are not always the most obvious things. 

 

It’s Not Normal! 

 I know it is a little weird, but God heals! It’s not normal to see blind people all of a 

sudden see! It’s not normal to watch paralyzed people walk! It’s not normal to see sick people 

instantly healed! It’s not normal to see a dead person alive! It’s just not normal! And that’s the 

point… These miracles of Jesus are not just some magic trick to wow the audience and get them 

to follow God. The miracles of Jesus, is a window into the heart of God and how He wants to 

make broken people whole. A miracle is an event that is not normal or natural, it is SUPER 
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natural. Anything we do in the name of Jesus to bring about God’s kind of world into this world 

is what is called a miracle because it is out-of-this-world! 

 

Questions: 

1. By what pool did the lame man live at?  
 Bethesda 
 
2. Who healed the lame man?  

Jesus 
 

3. On what special day did Jesus heal the man with the shriveled hand?  
The Sabbath 
 

4. Who healed the man with the shriveled hand?  
Jesus 
 

5. How did the paralyzed man get to see Jesus who was in a crowded house? 
 Some friends of the paralyzed man carried him up on the  roof of the home, removed 
 some tiles, and lowered him down to see Jesus 
 
6. Who healed the paralyzed man?  

Jesus 
 

7. How long was the blind man blind?  
Since birth 
 

8. Who healed the man born blind?  
Jesus 

 



40 

 

 



41 

 

 

 

SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 1  
Lesson 8: Casting Out Demons   
 
Scripture:  Matthew 8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20; Luke 8:26-39 
 
Lesson Objectives: 
 

 Students will learn about Jesus’ power to transform people 

 Students will learn that we are to share what God has done for us 
 

Memory verse:  
 
…tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how He has had mercy on you.   
Mark 5:19 (NIV) 
 
Material Needed: 
 

 Music CD and player 

 Suggested songs: 

 Bible Card # 63 

 Before and after pictures of someone who has had an “extreme makeover”; (it would be 
great to use a leader or well known person in your ministry and do an over-exaggerated 
makeover) 

 
Suggested Schedule: 
 

 Praise and worship: 8 minutes 

 Introduction and Story: 14 minutes 

 Closing: 8 minutes 
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION: 

 

 Say: I bet you didn’t know that ____________ has undergone an extreme makeover.  

Yes, there was a time when ___________ actually looked like this: (show before picture).  But 

after having a face lift, new hair color, a nose transplant, lip liposuction, and 14 years of P90X, 

this is what ________________ looks like now!  Isn’t that an incredible transformation!  He/she 

looks like a totally different person (and maybe the pictures you show are actually of different 

people)   Today we are going to hear a story of how Jesus totally transformed someone.  It was 

the most amazing extreme makeover you’ve ever seen! 

 

TEACHING TIME STORY:  

 Jesus traveled to the region of the Gerasenes across the lake. When He got out of the 

boat He was confronted by a crazed, demonic, lunatic who was often chained hand and foot, 

but always broke loose because nothing was strong enough to subdue him—that is until the 

power of God came to town. This Gadarene manic was probably naked and he roamed “night 

and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones” (Mark 

5:5).  

The demon-possessed man fell on his knees at Jesus’ feet shouting:  

“What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear  
to God that you won’t torture me!” (Mark 5:7). 
 

Jesus had already commanded the evil spirit to come out of the man. Jesus asked the demon 

his name and he replied: “My name is Legion… for we are many” (Mark 5:9). The demon 

pleaded with Jesus not to send them out of the area. They asked Jesus to send them into the 

pigs and He gave them permission. 

 As soon as they entered the pigs, “the herd, about two thousand in number, rushed 
 down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned” (Mark 5:13). 
 
The pig herders rushed into town and reported to the people what had happened, so they all 

ran out to see. “When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by the 
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legion of demons, sitting there, in his right mind; and they were afraid” (Mark 5:15). They asked 

Jesus to leave their region because of their fear. 

However, the delivered maniac begged for Jesus to take him with. “Jesus did not let him, but 

said, ‘Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how He 

has had mercy on you’” (Mark 5:19). And so the man went and began to tell about “how much 

Jesus had done for him…and all the people were amazed” (Mark 5:20). You see, demons can 

see what we humans often cannot see. They know when they are confronted with God, and all 

they can do is speak His name and cower. 

 

CLOSING/PRAYER  

 

Go and Tell 

This story is an example of how someone’s life is radically changed by Jesus and then this 

person goes and tells everyone he/she knows about what God has done in his/her life. So the 

question is: do you go and tell about how Jesus has changed your life, made you a different 

person than who you used to be? This ex-demon possessed guy could not be kept quiet! In fact, 

most people whom Jesus healed, even when they were told not to tell anyone, could not keep 

quite. They were so excited that Jesus had healed them in some way that they could not but 

insist they share this GOOD NEWS! 

 

Be Careful of the Demonic Realm 

Our culture seems fascinated by spirituality, particularly magic, wizards and witches, draculas, 

werewolves, etc. While some of this makes for a fascinating read, we have to be careful and 

wise about our involvement is in these arenas. Sure they are great for the imagination, but we 

need to be very cautious how much we allow our imaginations to be carried away by things 

that are not of God, and exist in the light. 
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Questions: 

1. What was wrong with the man who was hanging out in the cemetery?  
He was possessed by a demon 
 

2. In what region did this maniac live?  
 Garasenes 
 
3. When Jesus asked what the demons name was, what did he say?  

His name is Legion, for we are many 
 

4. What did the demons say to Jesus when they saw Him?  
“What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to God  that 
you won’t torture me!” (Mark 5:7) 
 

5. Where did the demons get sent into?  
A herd of pigs 
 

6. What happened to the pigs after the demons went into them?  
The rushed into the lake and were drowned 
 

7. After Jesus had left, what did the man who WAS possessed by a demon do? 
And so the man went and began to tell about “how much Jesus had done for him… 
and all the people were amazed” (Mark 5:20) 

 
 
Prayer: 
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 1  
Lesson 9: Jesus Heals More… 
 
Scripture:  Jairus Daughter and the Bleeding Woman:  Matthew 9:18-26; Mark 5:22-43;  
         Luke 8:41-56 
         Healing Ten Lepers: Luke 17:11-19 
         Cleansing a Leper: Matthew 8:2-4; Mark 1:40-45; Luke 5:12-16 
 
Lesson Objectives: 
 

 Students will learn more about Jesus’ ability to heal 

 Students will learn that even when life is difficult, we can have hope in Jesus 
 

Memory verse:  
 
Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will hear. Isaiah 65:24 (NIV) 
 
Material Needed: 
 

 Music CD and player 

 Suggested songs: 

 Bible Card #64, 65, 69 

 Provide a small puzzle for students to complete, but remove one of the pieces 
 
Suggested Schedule: 
 

 Praise and worship: 8 minutes 

 Introduction and Story: 14 minutes 

 Closing: 8 minutes 
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION: 

 Say:  Today I have some puzzles that need to be put together.  (have students pair up or 

call some volunteers to the front and have them complete the puzzles)  Say:  I see some of you 

are having difficulty completing the puzzles.  I’m sure you can complete them.  Keep trying.   

 After awhile, students may become frustrated or doubt that they can complete the 

puzzles.  Challenge them on what they can do to complete them.  Hopefully, they will come up 

with the solution to ask for help.  If they do not come up with this solution on their own, 

suggest it to them.  When they finally ask for help, produce the missing puzzle pieces. 

 Say: Today we’re going to learn about some people who had problems that they did not 

know how to solve on their own, but they all asked for help from one person.  Who do you 

think that person is?  That’s right, Jesus. 

 

TEACHING TIME STORY:  

Jairus’ Daughter And The Bleeding Woman: 

41A man came up, Jairus by name. He was president of the meeting place. He fell at Jesus' feet 

and begged Him to come to his home 42because his twelve-year-old daughter, his only child, 

was dying. Jesus went with him, making his way through the pushing, jostling crowd. 43In the 

crowd that day there was a woman who for twelve years had been afflicted with hemorrhages. 

She had spent every penny she had on doctors but not one had been able to help her. 44She 

slipped in from behind and touched the edge of Jesus' robe. At that very moment her 

hemorrhaging stopped. 45Jesus said, "Who touched Me?" When no one stepped forward, 

Peter said, "But Master, we've got crowds of people on our hands. Dozens have touched you." 

46Jesus insisted, "Someone touched Me. I felt power discharging from Me." 47When the 

woman realized that she couldn't remain hidden, she knelt trembling before Him. In front of all 

the people, she blurted out her story--why she touched Him and how at that same moment she 

was healed .48Jesus said, "Daughter, you took a risk trusting Me, and now you're healed and 

whole. Live well, live blessed!" 

49While He was still talking, someone from the leader's house came up and told him, "Your 

daughter died. No need now to bother the Teacher." 50Jesus overheard and said, "Don't be 
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upset. Just trust Me and everything will be all right." 51Going into the house, He wouldn't let 

anyone enter with Him except Peter, John, James, and the child's parents. 52Everyone 

was crying and carrying on over her. Jesus said, "Don't cry. She didn't die; she's sleeping." 

53They laughed at Him. They knew she was dead. 54Then Jesus, gripping her hand, called, "My 

dear child, get up." 55She was up in an instant, up and breathing again! He told them to give 

her something to eat. 56Her parents were ecstatic, but Jesus warned them to keep quiet. 

"Don't tell a soul what happened in this room." Luke 8:41-56  

 

Cleansing Ten Lepers: 

11It happened that as He made His way toward Jerusalem, He crossed over the border between 

Samaria and Galilee. 12As He entered a village, ten men, all lepers, met Him. They kept their 

distance 13but raised their voices, calling out, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!" 14Taking a 

good look at them, He said, "Go, show yourselves to the priests." They went, and while still on 

their way, became clean. 15One of them, when he realized that he was healed, turned around 

and came back, shouting his gratitude, glorifying God. 16He kneeled at Jesus' feet, so grateful. 

He couldn't thank Him enough--and he was a Samaritan. 17Jesus said, "Were not ten healed? 

Where are the nine? 18Can none be found to come back and give glory to God except this 

outsider?" 19Then He said to him, "Get up. On your way. Your faith has healed and saved you." 

Luke 17:11-19 

 

Cleansing A Leper: 

40A leper came to Him, begging on his knees, "If you want to, you can cleanse me." 41Deeply 

moved, Jesus put out His hand, touched him, and said, "I want to. Be clean." 42Then and there 

the leprosy was gone, his skin smooth and healthy. 43Jesus dismissed him with strict orders: 

44"Say nothing to anyone. Take the offering for cleansing that Moses prescribed and present 

yourself to the priest. This will validate your healing to the people." 45But as soon as the man 

was out of earshot, he told everyone he met what had happened, spreading the news all over 

town. So Jesus kept to out-of-the-way places, no longer able to move freely in and out of the 

city. But people found Him, and came from all over. Mark 1:40-45 
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CLOSING/PRAYER  

Faith 

Jesus keeps telling people that it is their “faith” that heals them. Most people probably looked 

at Jesus as a travelling miracle worker, much like they would have of a travelling magician. Jesus 

was telling them, however, that this is no trick; it is your “faith”, your belief in God that heals 

you. Jesus’ continual message was the kingdom of God, and His hope was that they would 

accept and live this message by faith in God. 

 

Hope 

Every single person who was healed by Jesus (as recorded in the Gospels) had hope. Hope that 

God, through Jesus, could heal them—return them to wholeness instead of brokenness. Our 

hope is the same: that God would heal our brokenness and make us whole. 

 

Questions: 

1. Whose daughter was dying and what was his job?  
Jairus, ruler of the meeting place (or the synagogue) 
 

2. What happened when the bleeding woman touched Jesus?  
Her bleeding immediately stopped! 
 

3. What did Jesus say healed the bleeding woman?  
“...your faith has healed you” (Luke 8:48) 
 

4. What did Jesus do for Jairus’ daughter?  
He raised her back to life! 
 

5. How many lepers were healed?  
10 
 

6. How many lepers turned around and thanked Jesus?  
1 
 

7. What was special about that one leper?  
He was an outsider 
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8. What did Jesus way healed the one leper?  
“Your faith has healed and saved you” (Luke 17:19) 
 

 
 
Prayer: 
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 1  
Lesson 10:  Jesus Feeds 5,000 People 
 
Scripture: Matthew 14:14-21; 15:32-39; Mark 6:34-44; 8:1-9; Luke 9:12-17; John 6:16-21 
 
Lesson Objectives: 
 

 Students will learn about the miracle of Jesus feeding the 5,000 

 Students will learn that Jesus was a servant to people, even when He was hurting 
 

Memory verse:  
 
I am the bread of life.  John 6:48 (NIV) 
 
Material Needed: 
 

 Music CD and player 

 Suggested songs: 

 Bible Card #66 

 Small (individual sized) bags of chips or other snack 
 
Suggested Schedule: 
 

 Praise and worship: 8 minutes 

 Introduction and Story: 14 minutes 

 Closing: 8 minutes 
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION: 

 Say: Today I thought I would share my snack with you.  (Hold up a small snack bag, 

which could not possible feed everyone) I’m thinking that if we break up the chips into itty bitty 

pieces we will have enough to go around.  (students will challenge this)  Well, anyway, let’s say 

grace, like we do before we eat and hope that it will be enough.  (lift the snack bag over your 

head and say a blessing, open the bag, then pass the bag on to the first person) 

 Allow the students to pass the bag around and take a snack.  All the while, have some 

helpers quietly and discreetly hand identical opened snack bags to various children in the room.  

Before long, multiple bags will be moving around the room and everyone will have received a 

snack. 

 Say: That was amazing how the snacks just seemed to keep multiplying.  We started out 

with just one bag and now there are many snacks around the room.  Today we are going to 

hear about something very similar that happened with Jesus and His disciples. 

 

TEACHING TIME STORY:  

 Before this story, John the Baptist, the guy who prepared the way for Jesus, was put in 

prison for speaking ill of Herod’s wife. He was subsequently thrown into prison, but was not 

immediately killed because Herod liked John. Herod’s wife did not like John, however, and 

came up with a plan to have him beheaded. The plan worked beautifully and John the Baptist’s 

head was delivered on a silver platter. John’s disciples took care of his body, then went and told 

Jesus what had happened. 

13When Jesus got the news, He slipped away by boat to an out-of-the-way place by Himself. 

But unsuccessfully--someone saw Him and the word got around. Soon a lot of people from 

the nearby villages walked around the lake to where He was. 14When He saw them coming, 

He was overcome with pity and healed their sick. 

 

15Toward evening the disciples approached Him. "We're out in the country and it's getting 

late. Dismiss the people so they can go to the villages and get some supper." 16But Jesus said, 

"There is no need to dismiss them. You give them supper." 17"All we have are five loaves of 
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bread and two fish," they said. 18Jesus said, "Bring them here." 

 

19Then He had the people sit on the grass. He took the five loaves and two fish, lifted His 

face to heaven in prayer, blessed, broke, and gave the bread to the disciples. The disciples 

then gave the food to the congregation. 20They all ate their fill. They gathered twelve 

baskets of leftovers. 21About five thousand were fed.  Matthew 14:13-21 

 

CLOSING/PRAYER: 

A Display of Jesus’ Humanity and His Divinity 

Jesus had just learned that His dear cousin and friend was killed. He could have easily and 

justifiably reclused Himself from the crowd and spent the day in mourning. I imagine that even 

modern day readers of this account would not fault the Son of God if that was the choice He 

had made. Being human ourselves, we would easily understand. However, that was not Jesus’ 

choice. Instead, the Bible tells us that Jesus was moved with compassion on the crowd who had 

followed Him. He healed the sick among them. Jesus’ choice shows us a model of what it means 

to be a holy person of God (divinely-influenced) amidst our humanity.  

 

Jesus, the Bread of Life 

God provided manna (bread-like food) in the desert for the Israelites. Jesus is our sustenance, 

our life blood, the creator of our soul. Just like “bread” (food) sustains our bodies, so does the 

Lord hold us up. “Give us this day our daily bread”.  Matthew 6:11  

 

Questions: 
1. What close friend of Jesus was killed by King Herod?  

John the Baptist 
 

2. When Jesus heard the news about John the Baptist, where did He go?  
An out-of-the-way place 
 

3. Who followed Jesus to this “out-of-the-way place”?  
A lot of people from the nearby villages and towns 
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4. What did Jesus say to the disciples when they told Him to dismiss the crowd because it 
was getting late?  
"There is no need to dismiss them. You give them supper" Matthew 14:16 
 

5. What kind of food and how much did the disciples find in the crowd?  
Five loaves of bread and two pieces of fish 
 

6. How many people were fed by this small amount of food?  
Around 5,000 
 

7. How many baskets of food were leftover?  
12 baskets 

 

Prayer: 
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 1  
Lesson 11: Jesus Walks on Water 
 
Scripture: Matthew 14:24-33; Mark 6:45-52; John 6:16-21 
 
Lesson Objectives: 
 

 Students will learn to trust Jesus, even when it doesn’t make sense 
 

Memory verse:  
 
You of little faith…why did you doubt? Matthew 14:31 (NIV) 
 
Material Needed: 
 

 Music CD and player 

 Suggested songs: 

 Bible Card # 67 

 A tub of water 

 Various items that will float and some that will sink 
 
Suggested Schedule: 
 

 Praise and worship: 8 minutes 

 Introduction and Story: 14 minutes 

 Closing: 8 minutes 
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION: 

 Say: I have this tub of water today and I want you to help me decide which of these 

items will sink and which ones will float. (present each item and have students vote if it will sink 

or float, then place it in the tub)  What about you? Will you sink or will you float?  Today we’re 

going to hear a story about a man who could have floated, but instead he sank. 

 

TEACHING TIME STORY:  

IMMEDIATELY, the Bible says, after feeding the 5,000, Jesus got His disciples into a boat and 

sent them across the lake while He went to pray. As the disciples were rowing across the lake, 

the wind picked up and heir boat was being rocked and ‘buffeted’ by the waves.  

 

“About the fourth watch of the night [Jesus] went out to them, walking on the lake” (Mark 

6:48). At first the disciples thought that He was a ghost, but then Jesus said: “Take courage! It is 

I. Don’t be afraid” (Mark 6:50). At this point, according to Mark and John, Jesus then got into 

the boat and the wind died down. However, in Matthew’s account, Peter gets some courage & 

decides to ask Jesus if he can come out on the water with Him. Jesus tells him to come on out. 

Let’s see what happens next: 

“Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But when 
he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Immediately 
Jesus reached out His hand and caught him. ‘You of little faith,’ He said, ‘why did you doubt?’”. 
Matthew 14:29-31 
 
Jesus then climbed into the boat and the wind died down. 

Matthew also records that those in the boat worshiped Him, saying, “Truly you are the son of 

God” (Matthew 14:33). 
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CLOSING/PRAYER: 

How Does One Interpret a Miracle? 

Miracles are radical things, supernatural occurrences that we cannot fully understand… nor 

perhaps were we meant to. It is only in the realm of faith that we can embrace and capture the 

meaning and significance of miracles. Do you think that the disciples, who were eyewitnesses to 

the miracles of Jesus, understood them? Or do you think that they kind of missed them every 

time? Kind of like, ‘Okay, I’m not going to miss it this time. Maybe I can figure out how he does 

it this time. Oh man! Missed it again! I wonder how he does that?’ But even at the same time, 

they still believed it. The rag-tag bunch of groupies around Jesus, had faith. They believed even 

when they couldn’t understand what they were seeing. 

 

Habit of Solitude 

I wonder if what Jesus did is a good habit to get into… you know, after an incredible GOD 

experience (like feeding 5,000 people from two pieces of fish and five loaves of bread), one 

should get alone and pray. This was important to Jesus. He sent His traveling companions on 

ahead of Him and He stole some time away to be with God. I wonder if we should do that after 

a camp, or a retreat, or a significant encounter with the living God.  

 

Lifestyle of Faith 

It takes faith to step out of the boat. 

It takes trust in someone supernatural to do something that is seemingly impossible. 

Who ever heard of actually walking on water in the middle of a lake?  No one. Until Jesus…  

Keep Your Eyes on Jesus 
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Questions: 

1. What happened when the disciples were rowing the boat across the lake? 
The wind picked up and their was a big storm 
 

2. Who showed up, walking on the water?  
Jesus 
 

3. What did Jesus say to make the wind and the waves stop?  
Nothing, he just stepped into the boat and it stopped.  
 

4. Who asked Jesus if he could walk on the water with him?  
Peter 
 

5. How did walking on the water work out for Peter?  
At first it was okay, but when he looked at the wind & the waves (took his eyes off 
Jesus) he began to sink 
 

6. What did Jesus say about Peter’s sinking?  
“You of little faith, why did you doubt?” (Matthew 14:31) 

 
 
Prayer: 
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SPARKS AND T & T YEAR 5, QUARTER 1  
Lesson 12: Jesus Raises Lazarus To Life 
 
Scripture:  John 11:17-44 
 
Lesson Objectives: 
 

 Students will learn that Jesus has power over death 

 Students will learn that, like us, God has emotions 

 Students will learn that even when things don’t seem fair, God still loves us 
 

Memory verse:  
 
I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me will live even though he dies...  
John 11:25 (NIV) 
 
Material Needed: 
 

 Music CD and player 

 Suggested songs: 

 Bible Card # 73 

 Wad of paper or wiffle ball 

 Wrapping paper tube or plastic bat 

 Arrange for someone to serve as the umpire who makes bad calls 
 
Suggested Schedule: 
 

 Praise and worship: 8 minutes 

 Introduction and Story: 14 minutes 

 Closing: 8 minutes 
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TEACHING TIME INTRODUCTION: 

 Say: Today we’re going to play a short game of baseball with this wad of paper and 

wrapping paper tube (or plastic bat and wiffle ball – if you have adequate space).  

_______________ is going to serve as our umpire.  We need to follow his/her directions and 

respect his/her decision. 

 Play the game and allow the umpire to make some obviously bad calls.  As the students 

challenge this, remind them that the umpire’s calls stand and they need to respect his/her 

decisions. 

 Say:  Ok we’re finished with the game.  I heard some of you were upset about the calls 

that our umpire made.  What did you think about that?  How did it feel?   I actually told 

______________ to make some bad calls because I wanted you to feel the same way that some 

people in the Bible felt.  Today we’re going to hear a story about Jesus and how some people 

were very upset with Him because they felt he made a bad call. 

 

TEACHING TIME STORY:  

Normally, in the course of human events people don’t get up and walk and live after they are 

dead. Only a few incidents of resurrection have been recorded, and all them can be found in 

the Hebrew and Christian Canon. The following story is a record of Jesus raising His friend 

Lazarus back to life after he had been dead for four days: 

 

Resurrection Of Lazarus: 
 
17When Jesus finally got there, He found Lazarus already four days dead. 18Bethany was near 

Jerusalem, only a couple of miles away, 19and many of the Jews were visiting Martha and 

Mary, sympathizing with them over their brother. 20Martha heard Jesus was coming and went 

out to meet him. Mary remained in the house. 

 

21Martha said, "Master, if you'd been here, my brother wouldn't have died. 22Even now, I 

know that whatever you ask God He will give you." 
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23Jesus said, "Your brother will be raised up." 

 

24Martha replied, "I know that he will be raised up in the resurrection at the end of time." 

 

25"You don't have to wait for the End. I am, right now, Resurrection and Life. The one who 

believes in Me, even though he or she dies, will live. 26And everyone who lives believing in Me 

does not ultimately die at all. Do you believe this?" 

 

27"Yes, Master. All along I have believed that you are the Messiah, the Son of God who comes 

into the world." 

 

28After saying this, she went to her sister Mary and whispered in her ear, "The Teacher is here 

and is asking for you." 29The moment she heard that, she jumped up and ran out to Him. 

 

30Jesus had not yet entered the town but was still at the place where Martha had met Him. 

 

31When her sympathizing Jewish friends saw Mary run off, they followed her, thinking she was 

on her way to the tomb to weep there. 32Mary came to where Jesus was waiting and fell at His 

feet, saying, "Master, if only you had been here, my brother would not have died." 

33When Jesus saw her sobbing and the Jews with her sobbing, a deep anger welled up within 

Him. 34He said, "Where did you put him?" 

 

"Master, come and see," they said. 35Now Jesus wept. 36The Jews said, "Look how deeply He 

loved him." 37Others among them said, "Well, if He loved him so much, why didn't He do 

something to keep him from dying? After all, He opened the eyes of a blind man." 

 

38Then Jesus, the anger again welling up within Him, arrived at the tomb. It was a simple cave 

in the hillside with a slab of stone laid against it. 39Jesus said, "Remove the stone." 
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The sister of the dead man, Martha, said, "Master, by this time there's a stench. He's 

been dead four days!" 

 

40Jesus looked her in the eye. "Didn't I tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 

God?" 41Then, to the others, "Go ahead, take away the stone." 

 

They removed the stone. Jesus raised His eyes to heaven and prayed, "Father, I'm grateful that 

you have listened to Me. 42I know you always do listen, but on account of this crowd standing 

here I've spoken so that they might believe that you sent Me." 

 

43Then He shouted, "Lazarus, come out!" 

 

44And He came out, a cadaver, wrapped from head to toe, and with a kerchief over his face. 

Jesus told them, "Unwrap him and let him loose." John 11:17-44 

 

CLOSING/PRAYER: 

Heaven’s Eye View 

Jesus seemed to have intentionally waited until Lazarus was good and dead, needlessly putting 

Mary and Martha through a traumatic experience. Was that fair? No way! Jesus did not take 

their concerns into account, He was selfish about His own agenda! But look at it from a 

heavenly perspective. Step outside of ourselves and look at the big picture. We have an 

advantage because we are reading this account two thousand years later. We must entertain 

thoughts and emotions outside of ourselves and look at them through the eyes of God and the 

kingdom. This is hard to understand, I am probably the worst offender. But just because it’s 

hard, does not make it any less true. 
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Jesus Conquers the Grave 

Jesus does have the power over death. We can trust in Him for life everlasting because He has 

the power over the grave. No one on earth has that capability. Only God does. And through Him 

we might have life in His name—Jesus. 

Jesus Displays Human Emotion 

It is possible for God to grieve. We often think of God as emotionless, purely objective with this 

world, like a referee not taking either side. But read through the Bible (especially the OT 

prophets) and the reader will find countless occurrences of the emotions of God. I think it is 

remarkable that Jesus wept. He loved His friend Lazarus. And we know that He loves us that 

much, too. He loved us so much that He died on the cross for our sins, so that we could have 

life in His name.  

 

Questions: 

1. What close friend of Jesus died?  
Lazarus 
 

2. How long had Lazarus been dead when Jesus arrived?  
4 days 
 

3. What are Lazarus’ two sister’s names?  
Mary and Martha 
 

4. What were some of the human emotions Jesus expressed?  
Anger, weeping 
 

5. What did Jesus do for Lazarus and his two sisters?  
He raised Lazarus from the dead! 

 
 
Prayer: 
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