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We Need God
God blesses those who realize they need Him by giving
them the kingdom of heaven.

Engage
Everywhere we turn, we’re told to
believe in ourselves. We hear that the
only way to succeed at a task is to
look deep within ourselves for
strength. If we rely on ourselves enough, then we can 
accomplish anything. Is this attitude of self-reliance in 
line with God’s Word? Our passage describes a completely 
opposite attitude. 

Check It Out
Read Matthew 5:3.
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1. We are sinners, and we desperately need God. What
does it mean if a person is poor and realizes his or her
need for God? Do you think Jesus was talking about
not having any money? No. Jesus was not talking
about money at all; He was talking about being
spiritually poor. When we are spiritually poor, we realize
that we are sinners and in desperate need of a Savior.
We understand that we are nothing, have nothing, and
can do nothing without Jesus. We need Him to provide
everything in our lives. Some great examples of people
who were spiritually poor are found in Exodus 4:1–12;
Philippians 3:7; and Isaiah 6:5.

2. When we realize we are poor, we begin to rely on
God for everything. Our old self-reliant attitudes will
be replaced with a confidence in God. How do we
rely on God on a day-to-day basis? We stop
worrying about our food and clothing and rely on
God to provide for our needs. We now rely on His

power instead of our own strength to succeed at
school, in sports, or in band. God wants us to rely on
Him when we share our faith and help hurting
friends. We can trust that He will give us the words
to say to unbelievers. All of these changes only
come when we totally rely on God. We can read
more about relying on God in Psalm 51:7;
Philippians 1:20; and John 3:30. 

3. God blesses the poor with a kingdom! Jesus said in
John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No
one can come to the Father except through me.”
This verse tells us we cannot be with the Father in
heaven unless we go through Jesus. Again, if we try
to get into heaven using our own good works, we
will fail. The Bible promises the reward of heaven to
the poor—those who completely rely on Jesus for
salvation. Read about the kingdom of heaven in
Matthew 13:44–45 and 18:3.

I can know it’s true:



Question
Read Luke 18:9–14. 

Which man in this passage was poor and realized his
need for God? 

What did the tax collector do to show he was
spiritually poor? 

What kind of attitude did the Pharisee have? 

Who should we be like?
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Read Revelation 3:17. 

How does God see those who think they don’t need
Him?

Read Isaiah 64:6. 

How does this verse make you feel about your sins
and the things you do?

What would it look like in your life to be spiritually
poor? 

What are some things in your life that you need to
rely on God for? 
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Matthew 5:3 says, “God blesses those who are poor and
realize their need for him, for the Kingdom of Heaven is
theirs.”

Read this passage at least once a day. Write it down and
post it in a place where you will see it daily. This will help
you begin to memorize the entire set of Jesus’ teachings
called the Beatitudes (Matt. 5:3–12).

Read Luke 5:8 and Judges 6:14–15. 

How do Peter and Gideon show they were poor in
these passages? 

Challenge
This week as you talk with God, have the same 
attitude as that of the tax collector. Instead of coming to
God demanding that He gives you everything you want, tell
God that you are a sinner and that you need Him. Ask God
if there is an area in your life where you need to rely more on
Him. Write your prayer in the space provided below.
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